DRAMATIC  HISTORY 

1059  PRYNNE  (Win.)  Histrio-Mastix  ; the  Player’s  Scourge  or  Actor’s 
Tragccdie  in  Two  Parts,  wherein  it  is  largely  evidenced  by  divers 
Arguments  in  Scripture  and  of  Eminent  Divines  of  all  sects  as 
well  as  Heathen  Philosophers,  that  Popular  Stage  Plays  are  Sin- 
ful, Heathenishe,  Lewd,  ungodly  Spectacles,  and  most  pernicious 
Corruptions,  etc.,  with  sundry  particulars  concerning  Dancing, 
Dicing,  Healthdrinking,  etc.  Thick  4to,  half  calf , very  scarce , 
a>in  ^ mi/  iin<i»iiiiitnji  mi  1/  nnmfh onii  tUfmtimi  £1.  5s  1633 

The  author,  for  writing  the  above,  was  prosecuted  by  the  Star  Chamber 
and  lined  £500,  to  lose  his  ears,  and  staud  twice  in  the  PiHory  ; the  chief 
accusation  being  his  calling  ‘‘Women  Actors  notorious  Whores,”  which 
was  said  to  apply  to  the  Queen,  who  had  taken  part  in  a Pastoral  some 
little  while  before  the  publication  of  this  work  ; but  the  most  curious 
thing  regarding  it  is  that  it  was  formally  licensed  by  Archbishop  Abbot’s 
Chaplain.— Rushworth’s  Historical  Collections. 


* 


519*PRYNNE’S  (W.)  Histrio-Mastix,  the  Players’] 
Scourge,  or  Actor’s  Tragaedie,  in  Two  Parts,  portrait 
of  Prynne  inserted,  thick  sm.  4to.  calf  extra,  gilt  I 
leaves,  very  scarce,  £4.  4s  1633  ' 

This  is  the  famous  book  that  cost  the  Author  his  ears,  arul 
for  which  he  was  fined  £5000,  expelled  from  the  University  of  I 
Oxford,  degraded  from  the  Bar,  set  twice  on  the  Pillory,  and  1 
finally  had  his  book  burned  before  his  eyes  by  the  common  1 
hangman. 


The  “Histriomastix,  or  Player’s  j 
Scourge,”  was  a tract  of  controversial  work 
by  the  famous  Puritan,  William  Prynne.  It  j 
was  a diatribe  against  all  kinds  of  worldly 
amusements,  which  he  denounced  as  inven- 
tions of  the  devil  and  calculated  to  bring  all 
who  practised  them  to  ruin  in  this  world  and 
perdition  in  the  next.  He  denounced  not 
only  the  theatre,  but  also  dancing,  instru- 
mental music,  all  sorts  of  games  and  sport3, 
and  even  declared  singing  in  the  churches 
to  be  a device  of  the  evil  one.  The  work, 
which  appeared  in  1633,  gave  great 
offence  in  the  English  court  and  pro- 
duced serious  consequences  for  the  au- 
thor. Being  charged  with  libel,  the 
author  was  cited  before  the  Star  Chamber 
Court,  which  condemned  him  to  pay  a fine 
of  £5000,  to  lose  both  ears,  to  stand  twice  in 
the  pillory,  to  suffer  expulsion  from  all  the 
learned  societies  of  which  he  was  a member, 
to  have  his  book  burned  by  the  hangman, 
and  to  be  imprisoned  for  life.  The  sentence 
was  carried  out  in  every  particular  but  the 
1 last,  for  Prynne  was  released  at  the  Revolu- 
l tion  and  became  a member  of  Parliament. 


THE  DRAMATIC  CALENDAR. 

23  October.  lfiOO.  William  Pkynne,  author  of 
"Histrio- Jlastix,”  died  In  London. 

Born  near  Bath  in  the  last  year  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  Prynne  was  educated  at 
Oxford,  selected  the  law  as  his  profession 
and  entered  himself  at  Lincoln’s  Inn,  but 
he  was  early  drawn  into  ecclesiastical  con- 
troversy, and  made  little  effort  to  obtain 
practice  at  the  bar,  contenting  himself 
with  writing  tract  after  tract  against  the 
clergy.  In  this  way  he  became  known  as 
a champion  of  the  Puritan  party,  proving 
with  his  sharp  pen  most  obnoxious  to 
Archbishop  Laud,  who  doubtless  was  anx- 
ious for  some  excuse  to  proceed  against 
him.  It  soon  came.  Theatres  were  multi- 
plying in  London,  and  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants were  averse  to  them.  In  1631  the 
playhouse  In  Blackfriars  was  drawing 
such  a concourse  of  people  that  the 
churchwardens  and  constables  of  the  par- 
[ ish  petitioned  Laud  to  remove  the  players, 
as  their  presence  was  a grievance,  it  was 
asserted,  to  Blackfriars  generallj’-.  An  ef- 
fort was  also  made  to  stop  the  rebuilding 
of  Edward  Alleyn’s  theatre,  rapidly  rising 
in  Golden  Lane,  so  that,  in  a way,  Prynne 
did  not  lead  public  opinion  against  the 
Stage,  but  followed  it. 

The  players,  however,  were  not  dealt 
with  harshly  by  the  authorities.  Charles 
the  First  enjoyed  a play,  and  so  did  his 
queen,  Henrietta  Maria,  and  this  was 
noted  in  the  answer  to  the  petitioners. 
Then  Prynne  saw  an  opportunity  to  take 
part  in  the  controversy,  and  published  a 
stout  volume  of  many  hundred  pages, 
which  he  called  “Histrio-Mastix,  The 
[!  Players’  Scourge.”  The  title  alone  was  as 
long  as  an  ordinary  preface,  and  set  forth 
the  contents  of  the  book,  showing  that 
the  author  expected  to  prove  by  a most 
remarkable  array  of  authorities  that 
"popular  stage-playes  are  sinfull,  heath- 
enish, lewde,  ungodly  spectacles,  and  most 
pernicious  corruptions;  condemned  in  all 
ages,  as  intolerable  mischiefes  to  churches, 
to  republickes,  to  the  manners,  mindes  and 
soules  of  men.” 

The  brave  Puritan  expressed  himself 
very  strongly  in  the  matter,  and  king  and 
court  raged  at  the  audacious  pamphleteer 
who  was  not  at  all  ashamed  of  his  book! 
and  willing  to  take  the  consequences.  There 
were  certain  references  in  it  which  were 
considered  reflecting  on  the  queen,  and  his 
trial  in  the  Star  Chamber  on  Feb.  7,  1633, 
resulted  in  his  being  condemned  to  have 
his  book  burned  by  the  common  hangman 
to  stand  twice  in  the  pillory  and  to  lose  his 
ears;  to  be  degraded  in  his  university  and 

I to  be  expelled  from  the  bar;  to  pay  the 
State  the  enormous  fine  of  £5000,  and  to 
suffer  perpetual  imprisonment.  This  out- 
rageous sentence  was  actually  carried  out, 
and  he  was  confined  in  the  tower,  where 


however,  he  succeeded  in  finding  means  to 
issue  another  pamphlet,  In  which  he  abused 
Laud  and  certain  ether  bishops.  For  this 
he  was  again  fined;  was  once  more  pilloried 
and  lost  such  stumps  of  ears  as  he  had 
left,  and  was  branded  on  each  cheek  with 
the  letters  S.  L.  for  Seditious  Libeller.  He 
was  kept  a closer  prisoner  than  before,  un- 
til 1641,  when,  he  was  released  by  authority 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  rest  of  his 
life  was  spent  in  and  out  of  prison,  for  the 
continuous  stream  of  pamphlets  which  he 
sent  out  on  the  perilous  topics  of  the  day 
Insured  perpetual  trouble  for  the  indefati- 
gable writer. 

In  1649  a “retraction”  of  Prvnne’s  famous 
work  appeared  in  London.  It  was  a little 
pamphlet  of  eight  pages,  which  seemed  to 
show  that  the  bold  writer  had  at  last 
changed  his  views  on  the  stage,  and  was 
accepted  as  genuine  until  1825,  when  an 
English  student  of  the  drama  proved  it  a 
forgery. 
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COST  PURITAN  HIS  EARS. 

/f/O 

Prynne’s  “Histrio-Mastix ,”  1632,  Which 
Offended  the  Queen,  to  be  Sold. 

A copy  of  the  “ Hlsrio-Mastix,”  for 
writing  which  the  author,  William  Prynne, 
Puritan  pamphleteer,  was  condemned  to 
lose  both  his  ears  in  the  pillory  in  1634, 
will  be  sold  at  Merwin-Clayton’s  on  June 
23.  Prynne  in  1628  undertook  the  task 
of  reforming  the  manners  of  the  age,  and 
attacked  its  fashions  and  follies  as  vices. 

His  “ Histrio-Mastix,”  published  in  1632, 
is  entitled  “ The  Players  Scourge.  Actors 
Tragedie;  Wherein  is  largely  induced 
that  Popular  Stage  Play  (the  Very  Pomp 
of  the  Devill.  if  we  believe  the  Fathers) 
are  Sinfull,  Heathenish,  Leude,  Ungodlie 
Spectacles.  Besides  Sundry  Particulars 
Connecting  Dancing,  Diceing  & Health 
Drinking.”  It  is  a volume  of  over  1,000 
pages.  *• 

It  happened, -unluckily  for  Prynne,  that 
the  Queens  and  her  ladies,  two  months 
after  the  book  was  issued,  took  part 
in -the  performance  of  Walter  Montagu’s 
” Shepherd’s  Paradise,”  for  a passage  in 
the  index,  reflecting  on  the  character  of 
female  actors  in  general,  was  construed 
as  an  aspersion  on  the  Queen,  and  ! 
other  passages  were  taken  as  attacks 
on  the  King.  After  a year’s  impUson- 
ment  in  the  Tower,  Prynne  was  fined 
£5.000,  expelled  from  Lincoln’s  Inn,  de- 
prived of  his  degree  by  the  University 
of  Ooxford,  and  isentenced  to  lose  part  of 
both  his  ears  in  the  pillory. 

An  anonymous  attack,  while  he  was 
imprisoned  on  Bishop  Wren  of  Norwich 
led  to  a further  fine  of  £5,000,  the  loss 
of  the  rest  of  his  ears  and  branding  on 
the  cheeks  with  the  letters  “ S.  L.”  (se- 
ditious libeller.)  He  was  released  by  the 
Long  Parliament,  the  two  sentences 
against  him  were  declared  illegal,  and  his 
degree  was  restored  to  him.  He  continued  ! 
an  active  politician  and  spirited  pamphle- 
teer until  his  death  in  1669. 
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HIS’l’StJO.tiASTlX, 


PLAYERSJSCOVRGB 

ACTORS  TRAG/EDIE, 

Divided  int$  Two  Parts, 

Wherein  it  is  largely  evidenced,  by  divers 

„ Arguments , by  the  concurring  Authorities  and  Refo- 
lutions  of  fundry  texts  of Scripture  - of  the  whole  Trimi- 
five  Church , both  under  the  Law  and Gojfel! • of  5 5 Sy nodes  and 
Gounccls . of  7 1 Fathers  and  Chrtflian  Writers , before  the  veare 
of  our  Lord  1 20c;of  above  150  foraigne  and  dome/Hque  Proteflant 
andFopifb  Authors ,{ince;  of  40  Heathen  rPhilojophers,Hi- 
/ / ftorians,  Poets-,  of  many  Heathen,  many  ebriflian  Nations,^  pub- 
'll J S mper  or  s, 'Princes, Magifi rates-, of  fundry  ^ ipofio - 


‘s&tv/s t«u 
, ZlV- 


Ue*UtCanonicaUt[rryeri*U  Confutations-,  and  of  our  ownc 

p . , / Engkfh  Statutes , M aftfir  net  ,Vmvorfitic  i , v _ 

/?*$  J) 00 J\Q  Wiiur s,  'Treacher t.  jfrm  0 tyerri)  f 

7 popular  Stage- play  es  (the  y try  T ompes  of  the  ViVelt 

which  we  renounce  tn  Bapttjmc,  if  wc  beleevc  the  Fathers  )arefin- 
full,  heat  hem  (h,  lewde,  ungodly  Spectacles, and  mo(l  pernicious  Cor - 
rupttons;  condemned  in  all  ages,  as  intolerable  Mtfchiefes  to  Churches , 
tq  F epub Itches ,to  the  manners, mindcs  and foules  of  men.  ^Andthat  the 
Trofefjioncf  Play-poets,  of  Stage  players  together  with  the  penning,  a £1  tug,  and 
frequenting  ofStage-playes , are  unlawfully  infamous  and  misbefeeming  Cbri- 
All  pretences  to  the  contrary  are  here  likcwifc  f»:lv  anfwered;  and 
sheunlawfulnes  of  adhng.of  beholding  Acadcmiea-i  Enterlude^ 
briefly  difeufledjbefides  fundry  other  particulars  con- 
cerning D anting  fD.  dog,  Haiti -dtinkinggre.  of 
which  the  Table  will  informc  yoa. 


Cyprian.Dc  Speftaculislib  p 244- 

fttiienda  fntiH*  Cbripinnk  f detjbus,  u t Um  frequenter  dixiti  m,  1 dm  van*,  tdm  ftrnicrof*,  tdm  fieri* eg* 
SPftlacuUipayitji  nonbalertnt cr:m**,habi*t  in  fe  et  maximal*  ttfavtm  r •Kgrucmc fdelii us  varatete. 

La&antiusdc  Verb  Cultu  C3p.  20. 

Yiter.da  ergo  Spe  final*  tmr.j*,  nan  fal*m  nt  quid  vitiothm  pefiotibk*  irtideat  '&c.  fed ne  tuiirt  not  volup» 
tetts  confnetu  da  dt  lute  at,  dtcjue  a Deo  et  h bom  opetibn*  evert*  t. 

Chryfoft.Hom.j8.in  Matth-Tom-a  Colapy.B  & Horn  8 Dc  Fcenitcjit^Tcmj.  Col.750. 

fovea  vet  a, hit  Tbeotrehtrn  ludio  everfii ,**»  leges,  f-d  Mqmmtem  ei  ertetia,  ec  tv  %ew  civioaiupeffciv  ex - 
ringuetis.  Etenm  Tht*tr*v»,carr.munr*  Ittxurttt  tjficinajublicum  ncontiKenUetg^mntpmnr,  cttbedisp/fh* 
lentjatfrjjimu  locn»;pLnumoi*mqne  merbtrum  plena  Bebiltnic*  for**x,  &c. 

Augnft  nus  De  Cmt.  Dei,  1 4 c. x. 

Si  Untummodt  boni  et  horn  fit  homines  meiviuteeflent,  neci n rebut  brnmanu  Ludifcenici  efjb  debuffint. 

LONDON, 


Printed  by  and  JV-lSor  CMichael Sparked nd  areto  befold 

at  the  Blue  Bible^n  GrccncAibouiyn  little  Old  Bayly.  *6$ 


ALIEN  A BROWN 

DEC.  17,  19C9 
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TO  HIS  MVCH 

HONOVRED  FRIENDS, 

THE  RIGHT  WORSHIPFVLL 
MASTERS  OF  THE  Bench 
of  the  Honourable  flourifhing  Law- 
Society  of  Lincolnes-Inne. 

IGHT  WORFVU- 
The  due  refpeCt  I owe  un- 
to your  famous  Nterferie 
both  of  Law  and  Piety,  as 
my  laft  Nurfing  c Mother , 
and  to  your  Worfhips  in 
‘e^  particular,  as  my  efpeciall 

good  Friends  j hath  at  this  time  imboldened  me 
to  commend  this  Histrio-Mastix  toyour 
worthy  Patronage-,  which  being  wholly  compi- 
led within  your  .implores  no  other  San- 
ctuary but  yourbenigne PrSHtftion-  of  which 
your  former  Play-oppugning  Actions  promife 
it  good  aflurance.  For  whereas  other  Innes  of 
Court(I  knownot  by  w hat  ( a)  tv  ill  cttjfome, and 
( b)  worfe  example ) admit  of  common  ACtors 
and  Enterludes  upon  their  * two  grand  Fejhvals, 


(d)  Malui  ufus 
aboIendus.Z»* 

Self  on  fe&,  it  ». 

(^)  Plus  cxern- 
plo  quam  pcc* 
Cat©  noccntj 
quod  non/b- 
lumvitia  con- 
cipiuntipfi3fed 
ea  infunduut 
in  civitatcm* 
ncquc  fblum 
obfunt,  quod 
illiipfi  comma* 
puntur/ei  eti- 
am  quod  cor- 
rumpunt.Orir* 
T>e  Uqtbus 
* Viz.  All- 
Saints3&  Can* 
dkmaffe  day. 


7 be  Epiftle  Dedicatory . 

(O  22  h 8.c.  to  recreate thcmfdves  withalI,notwithfl:anding 
14  tiiz.c.5.  the  Statutes  of  our  Fmgdome  (of  which  Lawyers 
i9iac!c  tIscc  °f'aU  others  (hould  be  moft  obfervant)  (c)have 
here  p.49»j  to  branded  all  profejfed  Stagc-pfajers  for  infamous 
4^7*See  1 Car  Rogues,  and  Stage-playes  fir  unlarvfill pafimes,(d) 
c.  1 . 6 E.6  e (pec/ ally  on  Lords -day es  and  other  folemne  Holy - 

c.3.  & here  p.  dayes,ow  which  thefe  Grand-daycs  ever  fall:  yet 
^ch  ha*h  beene  your  pious  tender  care5not  on- 
CO  see  here  p.  Iy  of  this  Societies  honour , but  alfo  of  the  young 
Vfhs°tchac  Students  good,  fox  the  advancing  of  whofepiety 

Aft.7.ScencCj.  and.ftcidies,  you  have  of  late  ereded  a magmfi- 
efpceiaiiy  pag.  #nt  Chappell,  and  fince  that  a Library-^ ) that  as 
618,616,627,  yOU  have  prohibited  by  la [Qpublike  Orders,  all 
(£)  Cyprian,  diforderly  Bacchanalian  Grand- ChriHmaffs,  (e) 
De  Ludo  Ale*  / m0YC  fa  yor  pa^ans  tha  Chrifians-  for  the  debo/fefl 
dePallioc.B.p,  Roarers , than  grave  civili  Students , who  ihould 
Ambr.de  be  patternes of  fobriety  unto  others^)  together 
Tom.z lp.i8o,#  with  all  publike  Dice -play  in  the  Hall^  ( a mojl  per- 
z8i.  chryfoft.  n cions , infamous  game  • condemned  in  all  ages,  all 

Po^Amioch  fidces^  notoncly  by  (f)  Gouncels , (g)  Fathers > 
herep.4t^0.Bcr-  (h)  Divines,  (1)  Civilians,  {k)  Canonifts,  (l)Poh- 
nard.  ad  Mili*  ticians, and  (m)  other  Chnflian  Writers-by  ( n ) di- 

tcsTcmpli  Ser- 

mo,  c.4  herep.^60.  IftodorHifp.  Origimim  Li9.c.6o,to  66.Ioannis  Saresberienfo 
de  NugisCurialiuml. i.c,5.  Petrus Blefenfis  Epift. 74.  {b) Bp.  Hoopers 3. Sermon 
upon  lonahjBp.Latimcr  his  4. Sermon  on  the  Lords  Prayer,  fol. 2 4.  his6.Sermon 
beioreKing  Edward,  fol.7o.  his  Sermon  at  Stamford,  fol.  ir6.  Thomas  Beacon  his 
Catechitme,f.} 61,76^400.  Rober.us  de  Sorbona^DeConfcientia  lib.Bibl.Patrum 
Tom.i  j.p.  3 8 2. with  others  here  quoted,  p.6  2 6.in  themargent.  (#)  SeeherepJ6z6# 
in  the  margent.  (/Q  Vid.ibidem.  (/)  Andreas  Ericiusde  Repub.  Emendanda,  ].i  c. 
17^.61,63.  See  here  p 616  (;w)  Petrarcha  de  Re. nedioutriufqj  Fomin*,  1. 1.  Dia- 
log 26,27.  Erafirsus  Mon 2? Encomium  p.68,69,  Oforius  de  Regum  Inftir.L7.f0f. 
233.Seep.626.  (w)Ovid.  De  Remedio  Amorisl  1.  p.215, it  6.  Virgil.  Epigram.de 
Ludop.43  2 Horat.Carm.1.  3 .Ode  24  p.^S.Fpift.l.  1.  Epift.  18^.269.  luvena!  Satyr. 
8,1  1,1  4»p«7Sl  »o,i  25-  Suetoni\Odaviusfe<ft.7  i.CIaudiusf.^3  7,39.  Nerof^. 
Domitianus  f.i.  Athenaeus  Dipnofoph.  Uio,c.i  f ,p.7 o • PJatonis  Lyfis p 4 o*. 

vers. 


The  Epi file  Dedicatory. 


vers  Pagan  ^Authors  of  all  forts , and  by  (<?)  'JPla-  ^nophon  hift. 
hornet  hmfelfe^  but  likewifeby  (p)  fundry  Flea-  fj^ciccroP* 
thence  a Chrifhan  tJMagif  rates  Edicts,  and  by  the  Philip.  i .Tari- 
ff Statutes  of  our  Kingdom e 3 as  the  occafions  of  'ffjf  ^"piu* 
much i diene ffe,  prodigality,  cur  (ing,  [wearing,  for-  tarchi  Apo- 
fwearing,  lying,  cheating,  mifpence  of  money  and  thegm.Alexaa* 
time,  theft,  repine,  ufurte,  malice,  tr.vie,  fretting,  raTanuS°Mar«U 
difcontents,  quarrels,  duds,  mart  hers , covet  ou foes , linusHift.Us, 
acquaintance  with  ill  company,  povertic , mine  of 
many  young  G entlcmens,yea  & T radefmens fortunes  rienfis  uc  Nu- 
and  ejlates  • with  a world  of  fuch  like  mifchiefes  : Sls  C«rialium 
which  as  they  proclaime  all  publike  Dice-play  un - BiVftnfisEpift. 
fuff  erable  in  a Republikefo  much  more  in  an  Innes  74«c>anac«sdc 
of  Court : which  cannot  more  diflionour  it  felfe,  j^ndc^abA- 
than  in  turning  a profeiTed  Chrifi/nas  Dice-honfe,  icxandro  1.3.0. 
Or  publike  receptacle  of all  forts  of  Dicers,  of  pur-  P|Urc£af* 

pole  to  enrich  the  Butlers , or  to  defray  their  &i8^c.V^Hc- 
Chrijlmas  expen  ces • as  if  Innes  of  Court  Gentlemen  radon  Clio 
were  fo  beggerly,that  they  could  neither  main-  ^;i^#accOF* 
taine  their  officers, nor  Chriflmas  Commons, with-  (ofsle herep. 
out  the  infamous  ^ilmes , or  turpe  lucrum  of  ***•  c 
their  Dice-boxes . which  empty  many  a young  Ju* 

StudentSjtrades-mans^pprentices, unfortunate  ftinian.Codicis 
gamefters  purfe5and(r)£r/tfg  divers  unhappy  D/- 
cers  yearely  to  the  Goalefif  not  the  Gallowes,  whiles  whetfton°his 
they  ft eke  to  re  pair  e thjjr  Ioffes  by  robbery , cheating,  ®.v  °^Vn’ 

and  unlaw  full  meanes  • leaving  the  guilt  of  all  \ ^i^Ccntu- 
their  finnes,with  many  a bitter  execration  upon  Magd.  13. 
thofe  Societies  where  they  have  loft  their  mo-  xhe^cncrtV 

Hiftory  of  Francc,p.i  1 4,1 13,1 38  Paulus  Gcfchinius  Conftitutiones  Carolina?, 
Rubr.jo^  f.p.14,1 5.  (f)  1 z R.z yc.6,  1 7 £.4^.3,  with  fundry  others  here  quoted, 
P-494s495.  (r)  See  17  E.4jC,3.PetrusBlcfenfisEpift.74.Cyprhn.  Dc  JLudo  Aleae, 
With  othci  s accordingly , 
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Scene 

ro«?. 

(l)  See  herep. 
4?5f5ro  47J.& 
Aft^Scen.i,* 
7.  («)See  Aft. 

Scene  $ ,4> 
J,&c. 

(x)  See  here 
Aft.^aScene  f, 
p.4743to  477. 
Tempore  illo- 
rum  Con fu!  urn 
gravifsima  pe- 
ftilentia  uni- 
verfam  Roma 
per  biennium 


ncy;  (All  which  your  Worfliips  havepioufly 
prevented  to  your  defer  ved  honour, by  fuppref- 
fing  Dice'play:)  So  likewife  in  imitation  of  the 
( f)  ancient  Lacedemonians  and  CMafilienfes,  or 
rather  of  the  (t)  primitive  zealous  Chnjlians , 
you  have  alwayes  from  my  firft  admiflion  into 
your  Society,  and  long  before,  excluded  all 
Common  Players  with  their  lewd  ungodly 
Enterludes , from  all  your  folemnc  Feftivals  ^ 
not  fufkring  them  fo  much  as  once  to  enter 
within  your  gates,for  fearethey  fhould  (u)  cor« 
rnpt  the  mindes , the  manners , the  vertuous  educati- 
on of  thofe  young  hopefull  vertuo us  Gentlemen  com - 
afflixit,pr°qua'  mitted  to  your  care,  by  drawing  them  on  to  idlenefe, 
Pontificcslu-  Iuxurie,  incontinencie 9 prophanejfe,  and  thofe  other 
dangerous  vices  which  Playes  and  Play-houfes  oft  oc - 
caf  on:  they  being  no  other, as  the  Fathers  phrafe 
them,  but  ( x ) the  very  plagues  and poyfons  of  wens 
mindes  and foules  .Which  praife-worthy  imitable 
aft  of  yours,  affiires  me  of  your  kindeentcr- 


dos  fcenicos 
inftituerunt : 
ct  fie  pro  de- 
pellenda  peftc 
corporum,ac- 
cefsit  morbus 
animarum.Her. 

manntu stbedtL  tainment  of  this  my  laft -borne  IJfue  .•  which 

ftK*  though  ( by  reafon  of  fome  intervenient  fub- 

00 See  je&s  diverting  my  ftudies  into  another  chan- 

m Perpetuity,  ncju  jc  uitimu4  in  executione , yet  it  was  pri- 
Edir.i,  p.5»o,  . r ..  . __  .rt 

s 87.Hea!thes  mus  in  intentione,  of  all  my  printed  T reatiles,  as 
SickndTe,Hdit.  fo  me  pattered pajfag^^^ls  t age -playes  in  my 
Survey  & *Cen»  (y)  former  Imprefions , evidence.  For  having 
fureofMr.co.  upon  my  firft  arrivall  herein  London,  heard 

nin^  Devoti-C*  anc*  feene  *n  ^ourc  fevernM  Play  es(to  which  the 
on?|p.9o.Lar»e  prefiing  importunity  of  fome  ill  acquaintance 
^rcvv  me  ^iles  I was  yet  a novice)  fuch  wick- 
l^pendJxtoX  ednes,  fuch  lewdnes  as  then  made  my  penitent 

heart 
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heart  to  loath,  my  confidence  to  (z)  abhorre  all 
Stage-playcs  ever  fince:and  having  likewile  then 
©bferved  fome  wofull  experiments  of  the  lewd 
mifchicvous  fruits  of  Playes,of  Play-houfes  in 
fome  young  Gentlemen  of  my  acquaintance, 
who  though  civill  and  chaft  at  firft,  became  fo 
vicious,  prodigall,  incontinent,  deboift, (yea  fo 
farre  part  hopes  of  all  amendment)  in  halfe  a 
yeares  fpace  or  leffe,  by  their  refort  to  Playes, 
where  whores  and  lewd  companions  had  invea- 
gled  them,  that  after  many  vaine  affaies  of  their 
much  defired  reformation , two  of  them  were 
call  off,  and  utterly  difinherited  by  their  loving 
Parents,  whom  I heard  oft  complaining  even 
with  tearc$;  That  Places  and  Play-houfes  had  un- 
done their  children, to  their  no  finall  vex  at  ton  : ( A 
good  caveat  for  all  young  Scudents  to  (a ) keepe 
t hemfelves  from  Play-houfes  by  thefe  two  Toungjlers 
harmes:)  hereupon  I refolved  (out  of  a defire  of 
the  publike  good  ) to  oppugne  thefe  common 
vice-fomenting  evills:  For  which  purpofe  a- 
boqt  fome  7 yeares  fince  , recollecting  thofe 
Play-condemning  paffages  which  I had  met 
with  in  the  Fathers  and  other  Authors,  I dige- 
fted  them  into  one  entire  written  Difcourfe ; 
which  having  fin«00HM|t#nlarged  beyond 
its  intended  Bulk,  becaufel  faw  the  number  of 
Players,  Play-books,P4j*j^nter$^g4Piay' 
houfes ftill increafing,  t^^WeWgaoove forty 
tboufanckPlay^booki  printed  within  thefe  two 
yeares,  (as  Stationers  informe  mce,)  they  be- 
ing now  more  vendible  than  the  choyceft  Ser- 
^ monS| 


CO  IUcpoeni- 
tentiam  digne 
agit,  qui  fic 
pr^terita  mala 
deplorat,utfii- 
lura  itcrura 
non  commirtat 
lfi»dor.  H‘lp.de 
SumvobonO)  i 
V.*3* 


(4)  Fselix  qui* 
cunque  dolorc 
Altcrius  difccs 
poffc  carerc 
ruo.  Tibullus 
Fjfgiarum  /.$» 
Eleg.7, 
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•The  Fortune  mons-,*  two  olde  Play-houfes  being  alfo  lately  ree- 
* white  Fliers  dified,  enlarged,  and  one  * nAv  Theatre  ere&cd^ 
Piayhoufe.  the  multitude  of  our  London  Play-haunters  be- 

ing fo  augmented  now,  that  all  the  ancient  Di- 
vels  Chappels  (for  fo  theFathcrs  ftile  all  Play, 
houfes ) being  five  in  number,  are  not  fufficient 
to  containe  their  troopes , whence  wee  fee  a 
fixth  now  added  to  thera^  whereas  even  in  viti- 
(b)  Whenc*  Sr*  ous  Nero  his  raigne  there  were  but  (b)  three  ft  an. - 
neca  (wntmgof  ding  Theaters  in  Pagan  Rome, (though  farre  more 
the  yaftneft  cr  fpacious  than  our  Chnftian  London)  and  thole 

popHlofny  of  r y , \J 

^w#)thuscom  three  too  many  : Hereupon  I hrlt  commended  it 
piaincs; Quod  being  thus  augmented  to  the  Licencer,  and 
tcmpoicThe^  from  him  unto  the  Prefie,  where  it  hath  lingred 
arris  vi*  p©<  longer  than  I did  exped.  Which  being  now  at 
cUm^ufl  ^ brought  forth  into  the  world  in  fuch  a Play. 
6.  And  if  three  adoring  age,  that  is  like  to  bid  defiance  to  it, 
play  houfes  i here  bequeath  it  to  your  pious  Patronage,  to 
in  heathen  whom  it  was  at  firft  devoted  , not  caring  how 
Rome,  fhali  it  fares  abroad5fo  it  may  doe  good  and  pleafe  at 
fjfcc^r[£ca  home.  T hus  wifhing  all  grace, all  happines  and 
LondonKJod  profperity  to  your  Worfhips,and  to  the  whole 
forbid.  Society  of  Lincolnes  Inne,  together  with  all 
profperousfuccefie  to  thefe  my  unworthy  la- 
bours, I commend  both  you  and  them  to  Gods 
owne  bleflxng 


% 


fdbM&A  A<*'dLW.'tf&3 6 \£f£&f  t/&3cf}  'J’\j 


TO  THE  RIGHT 


CHRISTIAN,  GENE- 

ROVS  YOVNG  GENTLEMEN- 
Students  of  the  4 famous  Innes 
of  Court,and  efpecially  thofe 
Li-ncolnes  Innb. 

IG  HT  (a)  vcrruous,  pious, 
and  mo f accomphjhed  Gentle- 
mcn  ^tbe  present  hope 3t  he future 
prop  and  honour  of  our  Englzfh 
Nati on bat  cordiall  longing  de- 
fire of  your  temporal l and  eter- 
nall  felicity , which  hath  a long 
time  harboured  in  the  very  innerniof  receptacles  of 
m y foule,hath , as  at  frfl  provoked  me  to  pen,fo  now 
at  la/l  to ptibhjh  this  H i s r r i o*Ma  s t i x for  your 
common  goody  which  here diet  h prof  rate  at  your  feet, 
imploring  not  onely  your  naked  acceptations  ybut  your 
unprejudicatcd  affettions  too  • that  fo  you  may  tho - 
rowly  fcan  it  with  an  impart i all  fcrutinie,heforeyoH 
prepoferoufy  fore-judge  it  out  of  a mifinformed pre- 


4 Summa  apucf 
Dcum  eft  no* 
bilitas,  clarum 
cfle  virtutibus. 
Sola  apud  De- 
umlibertaseft, 
non  fervirepec* 
catis.  HteromJL « 
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b Homines  vi-  judice.  Jt  is  not  ifiippofc  unknowns  to  any,(b , what 
thm'infor  favour,  what  eftimation  Playes  and  Players 
bunt , ut  ab-  have  lately  purchafed  inthe  opinions  and  hearts 
of  moft- which  I feare  are  fo  ftrangely  foreftal- 
nonab*  picu.  led,  fo  defperately  infatuated  with  their  Syre- 
risimpuii;  lux.  nian  enchantments, they  will  hardly  brooke  the 
fight,  much  leffe  the  reading  of this  Play-fcourging 
luxuriant  uam  Difcourfe,  ivbofi  very  t:'t!e  will  be  a fujf'dent  war- 
inPhiloiopbi*  rant  for  many  to  condemned,  if  not  a Super fedeas 

firm  abfeon  J r . r r r ■ r r r r i ^ 

dum^teocon*  to  them  to  perujt  it : Juch  being  the  f reward  d/Jpo- 
curmnr  „ ubi  ft  non  of  prejudicated perfons,  (especially  when  their 

riUvoiup!ncdm-  MuUr  “overfill overspreading  pleafuresof  ftnne 
qu*re«iteslibi-  in  which  the y moft  delightsome  once  to  (c)  be  con- 
dimbus  luis  trolled  by  feme  one private per f on,  which  is  now  the 
EquodTcTda-  cafe  of  Stage-play  es  : ) that  let  the  truth  be  never  fo 
menturr.  itaq,  evident,  the  arguments , the  authorities  againft  them 
beban^imn^*  never  fo  convincing,  yet  they  will  quite  rejeff  and 
lisbonum  per.  precondemne  them , ere  they  have  once  examined 
vc  ecuSum^4  What  therefore  (d)  Minucius  Felix,  that 
LaudantenTm  famous  chnftian  Lawyer , and  (e)  St.  Cyprian 
ea  quibus  eru-  complained  of long  fince,  againft  the  Pagans  of  their 
vhio  glorian-  Age>  inthe  name  of  all  the  Chriftians  : Sicoccu- 
turddeoque  nc  pant  animos  et  obftruunt  pedora , ut  ante  nos 
dcm^dol ef«n  *nc*piant  homines  odifle  quam  nolle,  neco|ni- 
tiaTiicet  9Ccum  cos  auc  imitari  poffint,  aut  damnare  non  pomnt: 
honeftus  turpi  Or  what  (/)  T er  tulliao  writes  in  the felfeftme  cafe • 
accefsTt.Tm^  Nolunc  audire  quod  auditum  damnare  non 
vertu  B*4t4  poffint.  Malint  nefcire,quia  jam  oderinr,  adeo 
“sec  Au  uft  <luo^  nefc*unt  prsejudicant  id  eflfe,  quod  fi  feiant 
Snarratio^n*  odifle  non  poterant,  quando  fi  nullum  odij  de- 

P£al.  p. 

7fo,  7S  tj 7 f?,  accordingly.  d 0&avius,pag  96*  t Dcldolorom  VanitateTra&. 
f Apologia  adrerf.Gcntcs>c.i>i. 

bitum 
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bitum  depraehendatur,  optimum  utique  fir,  dc- 
finerc  injufteodiffe.  Quid  vero  iniquius,quam 
ut  odcrint  homines  quod  ignoranr,  etiamfi  res 
meretur  odiums  Tunc  etenimmeretur  cum  cog- 
nofekur  an  mereatur.Vacante  autem  meriti  no- 
titia,  undeodij  juftitiadefenditur'  qua*  non  de 
eventu,  fed  de  confcicntia  probanda eft,&c.  Or 
what  (g)  Laclantius  of  olde  lamented  upon  the  like 
ecc  often : Student  damnare  tanquam  nocentes 
quos  utique  iciuntinnocentes ; itaque  conftare 
de  ipfa  innocentia  nolunt-  quafi  vero  major  ini- 
quitas  fit  probataminnocenti2m  damnare  qua 
inaudiram : the  fame  1 feare  may  be  the  juft  com- 
plaint of  this  my  H i s t r i o-M  astix  now: 
CM  any ,/  doubt , wtllcenfureff  not  exclaime  againft 
it  ere  they  readeitfh)  becaufe  it  reprehends  their 
vices  : and fome perchance  willpurpofely  difdaine  to 
caft  their  eyes  upon  it,  for  feare  they  jhould  approve 
it,  at  leaftwife  be  unable  to  corn  roll  it.  But  however 
others  may  chance  thus  ignorantly  or  malicioufty  to 
forejudged  • yeti  hope  it Jha/l  finde  no  fuchungen- 
teile  d/f courteous  entertainment  fro  you  dear  e fellow  - 
Brethren , whofe  generous  ingenuous  education  hath 
taught  you  thus  much  court efie,  whofe  religion  and 
profeftion  have  learned  you  this  good  Leffon  • to 
heareand  know,before  you  fentence : ftnceGods 
Law,&  ours  too  ft  d oth  not  judge  any  man,before 
it  heare  him,  and  know  what  he  doth.  What 
(i)  Medea  therefore  reqnefted  of  Creon5  Si  judi- 
cas,  cognofce : or  what  (k)  Seneca  deftred  of  his 
friend  Luciiius  ; Adhibe  diligentiam  tuam,  ct 
intuere  quid  fine  res  noftra?,non  quid  vocentur- 

(hall 


* * 


g Deluftitial. 

S*  c 1. 

h Omnisenim 
malusideoper- 
(equitur  bonu, 
quia  non  illi 
conlentit  bo- 
nus ad  malum. 
Faciat  aliquid 
mali,  non  ob® 
iurget  Epifco- 
pus,  bonus  eft 
Epifcopus,ob- 
iurget  Epifco* 
pus,  maluseft 
Epifcopus,  So- 
nat  verbuna, 
fonat  fermo 
contradi&or 
libidinis.Atillc 
amicus  libidi* 
nisfuas,  etini- 
micus  fermoni 
contradicenti 
arnicas  fuae, in  ‘ 
feftus  eft,  et  o- 
ditfermonem 
Dei  .Auguft.E. 
nanatio  in  Pf. 

Tow.  8, 
pars  2jp»7fi. 
VUMd. 

*Iohn  7.  ? 1. 
i Seneca,  Me* 
dea,  Ad.  a,  ft 
14  S’* 

^Epiftola  1 ia* 
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* Lcg^nt  ^rius  be  my  prefint  fuite  to  you*  ro  pcrufe  my  H i- 

fpioant'ne  vi-  s t r i o-M  a $ t i x firft,  and  then  to  cenfure 
deanturnoncx  it  as  you  finde  it.  Perchance  it  may  fe erne  fome 
^1i°  Krfum*  Paradox  fome  meere  fantafiicjtie  Novalty3or firango 
tionc  ignorata  MonHer  at  the  fir#  in  this  Play -admiring 
damnare.  Hi?*  wherein  mo#  men  like  the  (1 ) Athenian  Epicurean 
4d*?rj°il*jhu3  Stoicfec Philofophcrs,who encountred  S.Paul, 
/.*/.  9ap,xsi-  will  be  ready  to  demand,  in  fcorne , What  will  this 
Babler  fay < May  we  know  what  this  new  do- 
Chryfoftomc,  &rine  whereof  thou  fpeakeft  is?  for  thou  bring- 
H^abanus^*  ccrta*ne  ft  range  things  to  our  cares  ; wee 
MaumsT&  would  therfore  know  what  thefe  things  meane. 
Lyra, Ibidem*  But  if you  will  dot  it  fo  much  honour  as  c onfi  derate  - 
ly  to  revolve  it,  you  fliall finde  it  to  containe  nought 
elfe  but  refolved3uniuerfally  receiued ancient  (though 
now  forgotten)  t rut hes^fo  far  re  from  any  fujpicion. 
of  hi lious  Novalty,0r  puritanicall  Angularity, 
that  they  have  the  concurrent  tefiimonies , the  una- 
» See  Aft.?,  refolutions  of  (m)  fundry  facred  texts  of 

scene  i,hcrc  Scripture*,  of  the  (?)  whole  primitive  Church 
p#s4**  a a 7 and  Saints  of  God,  both  before  and  under  the 
Scene  i3\>.  js’i.  Law  and  Gofpell;  (° ) the  Canons  of  $ j reve- 
st Aa.«,sccne  ra]j  cecumenicall,nationall, provincial!  Synods 
f s«"a».  7,  and  Councels-of  divers  ages  and  Gountries:toi 
Scene  j,p.T7o,  gether  with  the  canonical!, the  imperiall  Con-t 
,0f68‘  fticutions  ofthe  Apoftles  themfelves,  of'Em-t 
Scene 4>p,6 6g,  perours  ,s  Popes  and  other  Bifhops , (f)the 
Sce’nf  wor^es  ° f 71  Fathers  and  ancient  Chriftian 
is'ccl’a.’ll  Writers, of  chiefeft  note,  from  our  Saviours 
Sfenc^.p.ess,  Nativity  to  the  yeare  1200.  the  fuffrages(?J  of 
?• 6,SCtne  a^ove  *5°  Chriftian  Authors  of  all  forts, from 
the  yeare  1200  to  this  prefent  j the  fentence  of 

40 
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(r)  40  Heathen  Philofv'phers,Orators, Hiftori- 
ans,Poets;together  with  the  Play-condemning 
(t)  Lawcsand  Edidlsof  fundry  Chriftian,  yea 
Pagan  Nations, Republikes,Emperours,  Prin- 
ces, Magiftratcs  in  fcverall  ages ; with  the  («) 
Statutes, Magiftratcs,  Vniverfities,  Writers  and 
Preachers  of  our  owne  renowned  Kingdome; 
to  back, to  fecond  them  in  all  particulars-, who  all  have 
long  ft  nee  pajfedthis  heavie  Cenfure  against  Stage- 
p/ayes  : that  they  are  the  ( x)  very  workes,  the 
pompes,  inventions  and  chiefe  delights  of  the 
Divell,  which  all  Chriftians  folemnly  abjure 
in  their  baptifme:01  the  mod  peftjlent  corrup- 
tions of  all  mens(el'pecially  young,tnens)minds 
& manners;  (a)  the  chiefe  fomenters  of  all  vice 
and  wickednefle  ; the  greateft  enemies  of  all 
vertue,  grace  and  goodnefl'e;  the  mod  mifchic- 
vous  plagues  that  can  be  harboured  in  any 
Church  ot  State,  yea  lewd  infernall  paftimes 
not  tollerable  among  Heathens,  not  fufferable 
in  any  well-ordered  Chriftian  Republike;  not 
once  to  be  haunted  or  applauded  by  any  civil! 
vertuous  perfons , who  are  either  mindfull  of 
their  credits, or  of  their  owne  falvation.  Which 
as  it  controlls  the  grojfe  mijtake  of  divers  voluptu- 
ous paganizing  Chriftians  in  our  dayes , who  dote 
on  St  age-play  es  as  the  most  laudable, generous,  if, not 
neceffary  recreations ; fo  it  [hould  now  at  laft  ingage 
all  Chriftians  forever  to  abandon  them;  as  the 
(<c ) very  beft  of  Saints,  of  Pagans  have  done  in 
former  ages.  las,  what  goodnejfe,  what  f reft 

doe  men  reape  from  St  age-play  es , that  Jbould  any 

* * % ve  ay 
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b See  Aft.  7,  way  ingage  their  affections  to  them ? Doe  (&)  they 
f See  Aft! ^ not  enrage  their  lufts , adde  fire  and  fewell  to 
Scene  5 their  unchaft  affcdions*(Vjdcpravc  their  minds, 
Scene'if  iV  corrupt  their  manners,  {d)  cauteiizetheir  con- 
^cene  , , fciences,  obdurate  their  hearts  , multiply  their 
e See  Aft;  heinous  tranfgreffton$,(<0  confume  their  eftates, 
maTaVedecoS  niifpetid  their  time//;  canker  their  graces, blaft 
impietatifque  all  their  vertues,  interrupt  their  ftudies , indif- 
SorcntuHn1*  P°^e  rhern  t0  repentance  and  true  godly  for  row 
tempiis,ride.  for  their  finnesj  make  all  Gods  ordinances  inef- 
anturinthea-  feduall  to  their  Jpirituall  good,  draw  downe 
wSrwwto*  r^e  S^ih  of  fundry  Play-houfe  abominations 
moiant  vaftc*  on  their  perfons,  incorporate  them  into  lewd 
tur pecus etiam  ungodly  company,  and  without  repentance 

hsecfhi agones  damne  their  foules  < Doe  (£)  they  not  difho- 
agunt  et  fai-  nour  their  moft  holy  God , abufe  their  moft 
SrpaSmlnU  bleffed  Saviour  fundry  wayes,blafpheame  and 
divitutn . grieve  Gods  holy  fpirit , prophane  the  facred 
Epifhioi^Tomx  Scriptures  and  the  name  of  God,  deride  and 
/Sec A&us 6,  jeare  religion,  holmdle,  vertue,  temperance, 
throughout.^  grace,  goodnefle,  with  all  religious,  vertuous 
Ic  ^through*  Perfons,  advance  the  Divcls  feepter,  fervice, 
outaccording  kingdome,  by  fo  wing,  by  cherifhing  the  feedcs 
V*  of  atheifme,  heathenifme,  prophandfe,  incon- 

tinency,voluptuoufnes,idlenes,  yea,ofall  kind 
of  wickedncs  both  in  their  A&ors  and  Spe&a* 
to-rs  hearts  f*  How  many  thousands  have  Stage - 
play  es  draw  ne  onto  finne, to  lew  dne(fe,  to  all  farts  of 
vice,  and  at  lafl  funke  downe  to  hell,  with  the  weight 
of  thofe prodigious  evtlls  which  they  had  quite  avoi- 
ded, had  they  not  hmnted  Play -ho u fas?  How  many 
Novices  and  T oungjlers  have  heene  corrupted , de- 
bauched, 
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* See  Aft.  6, 
Scene  3,4,^. 
h See  Ad.  6, 
Scene  iz3iS, 

1 9>20. 

» HieronEpift; 
?-<-ap:3. 

K See  Ad:  8, 
Scene  5,p:78^ 
&c. 

/Ad hue  enina 
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banc  bed,  and  led  away  captive  by  the  Divel>by  their 
$wne  outragious  lufs,  * by  Panders,  Players, 
Bawdes,Aduherdres,Whores,and  other  lewd 
companions,  who  had  complied  ftudious,  ci- 
vil!,hopefulI,towardly  and  ingenious,had  they 
not  reforted  unto  Stage- play esjhe  originallcau- 
fes  of  their  dole  full  mine  r which  bring  no  other  be- 
ne ft  to  their  ffors , their  Spectators  at  the  laft , 

but  thisfh)  to  poft  them  merrily  on  to  hell  with 
a greater  loade  of  foule-condemning  finnes-  H^sc^fc<1 
(0  quafi  vivendi  fenfum  ad  hoc  tantum  accepe-  vkis^ueJitts 
rant  ut  perirent ; as  if  they  had  received  life  for  no  remanetet  hoc 
other  purpofe , but  to  worke  out  their  owne  eternall  cft^quodTu- 
de at h, which  needes  no  other  inflruments  to  effect  it,  dontatemha- 
than  lewd  lafeivious  Enterludes.  O therefore  (dear  e bernas  fenum. 
Brethren)  as  you  tender  Gods  honour , the  pub  like  mm.necpue- 
welfare , or your  owne  foules fafety , abominate  thefe  rorum  tantum  ^ 
glittering gawdy pompous fnares, thefe (kj  fugered 
poyfoned  potions  of  the  Vivelljoy  which  he  cun - w Arbiter  efe 
ningly  endeavours  your  def ruff  ion  when  as  you  leaf  hic  nonnullos 
Meet  it : and  if  any  of you  have formerly  frequen-  S*mrap“ 
tedStage-playes,  either  out  of  (/)  childilh  vanity,  rcadCircum, 
or  injudicious  ignorance  of  their  oft-condemned 
tnifchievous  lewd  efjeffs  • or  through  the  ("*)  over-  hodiem*  fcfti- 
prefling  importunity  ot  voluptuous  carnallac- 
quaintancc  • or  by  reafon  of  that  popular  err  onions  adduxefunt  a°d 
good  opinion  which  our  wicked  times  conceive  of  Ecclefiam  * fed 
St  age-play  es  which  humour  them  in  their  luffs  • or 
becaufe  fuch  {* ) multitudes  refort  now  daily  to  five  ab  iis  ad 

Circumadduci 

non  potucrunt,io  aqua  contradi&ionisprobatifunt:  jtugufi.Entriw  Pf*(.%oyTofttm 
8, pits  z,p.8.  n In  vitia  alter  alteram trudimus : Quomodo  autem  ad  falutem  rc- 
rocaripolfmt,  quosiam  nemo  rctinct,populusimpellit  Efijtnu 

**  3 them, 
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them,  that  they  carry  one  another  headlong  to 
thcfefinfuli  pleafures  without  any  fenfe  of  dan- 
ger,or  hopes  of  reformation  • be  you  henceforth 
truly  penitent  for  is  pajl,  W Quern  dclefta- 

bat  fpeftare,  delecfet  orare  • quem  deleft  abant 
cantica  nugatoria  et  adulterina,  deleftet  hym- 
num  dicerc  Deo , currere  ad  Ecclefiam  , qui 
primocurrebat  ad  theatrum:  as  St,  Auguftine 
b h h^Ch  a - fweeth  councels:and  wholly  abandon  them for  all fu- 

rader  of  an  ture  time . And fo  much  the  rat  her, that  you  may  now 
Innesof  Court  at  la(l  falfifie  that  ignominious  Cenfure  which  home 
dinair.  ~ Englilh  Writers  in  their printedWorkes  havepaf 

? Bifliop  Halls  fed  upon  Innes  of  Court  Students ; of  whom  they  re - 
63PepiftLD6?Mt  cor£t  ■ W That  Innes  of  Court  men  were  un- 

Bolton  his  gev 
nerall  Diredi- 
ons  tor  our 
comfortable 
walking  with 

God,p.7$,74> 

here  p.  364,36^ 

Stephen  Gof* 

(on  his  Epiftle 
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Worfliipfull 
Gentlemen  6c 
Students  of 
both  Vniver* 
iltiesand  the 
Innes  of  Court 
prefixed  to  his 
Playes  confu- 
ted in  five  A* 
dions. 


done  but  for  Players-thatthey  are  their  chiefeft 
guefts  and  imployment,&  the  foie  bufines  that 
makes  them  afternoons  men:  that  this  is  one  of 
the  firft  things  they  learne  as  foone  as  they  are 
admitted, to  fee  Stage-playes,^)  & take  fmoke 
at  a Play-houfe,  which  they  commonly  make 
their  Studic;  where  they  quickly  learne  to  fol- 
low all  fa(hions,to  drinke  all  Healths, to  weare 
favours  and  good  cloathes,to  confort  with  ruf- 
fianly companions, to  fweare  the  biggeft  oaths, 
to  quarrcll  eafily , fight  defperately  ,game  inor- 
dinately, to  fpend  their  patrimony  ere  it  fall,  to 
ufe  gracefully  fome  geftures  of  apifh  comple- 
ment, to  talke  irrehgioufly  , to  dally  with  a 
Miftreffe,  and  hunt  after  harlots,  to  prove  alto- 
gether lawleffe  in  (Iced  of  Lawyers,  and  to  for- 
get that  little  learning,  grace  and  vertuc  which 
they  had  before:fo  that  they  grow  at  laft  paft 

hopes 
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hopes  of  ever  doing  good, either  to  theChurch, 
their  Country,  their  owne  or  others  Ionics. 

Which  heavte  Cenfure,  if  any  diffolute  Play-haun- 
ters have  juftly  occafoned  heretofore, to  the  diflio- 
nour  of  thofef  mom  Law-Societies  wherein  they 
live,  I hope  their  fubfequent  reformation  will  re- 
verfe  it  now*,  that  fo  all  England  may  henceforth 
experimentally  d fee  me, that  St  age- Play  es  and\^4- 
ttors  are  as  well  condemned,  detefled  by  her  Law- 
yers,as  by  (r)  her  Lawes  and  Statutes  , which  r Seehcrcpag- 
brand  all  Stage-playes  for  unlawfullpaftimes*  10498 
all  common  Actors,  for  notorious  Rogues-  too 
bafe  Companions  for  generous  /pints  to  beholde  or 
dance  attendance  on,  who  were  created  for  more  no- 
ble objects,  more  fublime  imployments  than  bafe  in- 
famous Enterluaes,  or  mojl  abjetl  Players . O there- 
fore let  the  ferious  confideration  of  your  owne  native 
generofitie,  of  your  heroicke  Studies , elevated  with 
the  fublimer  contemplations  of  your  tranfeendent 
ChnHian  Mobility', which  makes  you  (s)  heires  of 
heaven, coheircs  with  Chrift,yea,(0  Kings  and  ipcL*!*,’  * 
Priefts  unto  God  your  Father,  (who  hath  not 
onely  (#)  crownes  of  glory,  but  likewife  an  " Pe 
(*)  heavenly  eternall  Kingdome  to  beftow  up-  xLuke'n.}* 
on  yo\i)raife  up  your  deprejfed  mindes  and  thoughts  ^Jbhrc^^* 
fo  far  re  above  thefe  earthly  childifh  vanities, as  with  iam«  * 

a kinde  of  ho  lie  magnanimitie  to  trample  them  un- 
der feete  (y) as  droffie  filthie  pleafures,  unworthy  yHc  r,IX,a* 
any  Chrijtians  prefence,  much  leffe  hit  approbation, 
who  hath  far  re  better , fane  fublimer  Jpeffaclesto 
beholde-jtven  thofe  which  I Jhall  here  commend  unto 
you  in  Cyprians  words, in  his  elegant  Booke  againfi 

**  4 Stage - 
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%.  Dc  spefta-  stage-ylajcs : (*■)  Habct  Chriftianus  Spcftacula 
cuiis 1 iKTorn.  menora  f,  veiir.  habct  vci  as  ct  profuturas  vo- 

seeAuguftjnc  luptates,  file  recollegent , etutomittam  ilia, 
Enairatio  m t,ux  nondutn  contemplari  poteft,  haber  iftam 
s.pars  t ,f»4i6  mundi  pulchritudmcm,  quam  videatatquemi- 
417,418.  De  retur^  folis  ortum  afpiciat,  rurfus  occafum5mu- 
CaTechumcnos  tuis  vicibus  dies  nodefque  revocantem3globum 
i.2,Tom.9,pars  luna?3  temporum  curfus  incrementis  fuis3  decrc- 
ment^cluc  fignantem,aftrorum  micantium  cho- 
& TcrmHian ’ ros3  et  a fummo  dc  furnma  mobilitate  fulgentes, 
dc  Speaacuiis,  annj  totjus  per  membra  divifa3et  dies  ipfos  cum 
theVke^ur!°  nodibus  per  horarumfpatiadigeftos3  et  terra* 
po fe.  molem  libratam  cum  montibus3  et  proflua  flu- 

mina  cum  fuis  fontibus  3 extenfa  maria  cum  fuis 
fludibus  atque  littoribus : Interim  conftantem 
pariter  fummaconfpiratione  nexibufque  con- 
cordia?  , extenfum  aerem  medium  tenuitate 
fua  cunda  vegetantcm3  nunc  imbres  contradis 
nubibus  profundentem,  nunc  ferenitatem  refe- 
da  raritate  revocantem3  et  in  omnibus  iftis  in- 
colas proprios,  in  acre  avem,  in  aquis  pifcem, 
in  terra  hominem.  Ha?c  inquam,  et  alia  opera 
divina,  fine  Chriftianis  fidelibus  Spedacula. 
Quod  theatrum  humanis  manibus  extrudum  i- 
ftis  operibus  potericcomparari  i magnis  licet 
lapidum  molibus  cxtruatur3  crufta  funt  monti- 
um-ct  auro  licet  teda  lucanaria  rcIuceant,aftro- 
rum  fulgore  vincentur : nunquam  humana  ope- 
ra mirabitur  quifquis  fe  cognofcerit  filiu  Dei. 
▼Jy  Chriman*  Dejicic  fe  de  culmine  generofitatis  fb&'quiad- 
thougha  Lay.  mirari  aliquid  poft  Deum  poteft.  * Scripturis 
rwdc° tfc*  *°  *n(luam  facris  incumbat  Chriftianus: ( let  Papiflsy 

Scriptures,  and 
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and.  thofe  who  are  given  Jo  much  to  Play-bookes  con- 
sider this : ) ibi  inveniet  condigna  fidei  Speifta- 
cula.  Vidcbit  inftituentem  Deum  mundum  fu- 
um,etcumcseteris  animaltbus  hominisilla  ad- 
mirabilem  fabricam  melioremque  facientcm: 
fpe&abit  mundum  in  delicijs  fuis,  juftanaufra- 
gia,  piorum  praemia,  impiorumque  fupplicia: 
maria  populoficcata,etde  petra  rurfus  populo 
maria  porrcJia : fpe&abit  de  ccelo  defcendentes 
meftes,  non  cx  areis : infpiciet  flumina  tranfitus 
ficcos  refraenatis  aquarum  agminibus  exhiben- 
tia:  videbit  in  quibufdam  fidcm  cum  igne  lucftu- 
antem : religione  fuperatas  feras,  et  in  manfue- 
tudinem  convcrfas : intuebitur  et  animas  ab  ipla 
morte  revoeatas : confiderabit  etiam  de  fepul- 
chris  admirabiies  ipforum  confummatoru  jam 
vitas  corporum  redadtos:  et  in  his  omnibus  jam 
majus  videbit  Spe&aculum , Diabolum  ilium 
qui  totum  dctriumphaverat  mundum,  fub  pedi- 
bus  Chrifti  jacentem.Quam  hoc  decorum  Spe- 
daculpm  Fratresf  qu'am  jpcuoduin?  quamne- 
cdTarium?  intuen  fempcrfpem  fuam,  et  oculos 
aperiread  falutem  fuam.  Hoc  eft  fpe&aculum 
quod  videtur  etiam  luminibus  amiffis.  Hoc  eft 
fpechcujum,  quod  non  exhibct  Praetor , aut 
Conful,  fed  qui  eft  folus  et  ante  omnia,  et  iuper 
omnia,  immo  ex  quo  omnia,  Pater  Domini  no- 
ftri  Iefu  Chrifti,  cuilaus  et  honor  in  laeculafae- 
culorum . T hefe  ( my  beloved  Brethren )are  the  true 
celefiiall  rvorthie  Spectacles  of  every  pious  Chrijlian; 
O let  your  hearts, your  minaes,  your  affections,  your 
eyes  and  cans  be  wholly  ravijbed  ana  taken  up  with 
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thefe,  which  will  onely  bring  true  comfort  to  our 
foufes.  Let  mee  therefore  clofe  up  my  Epiftle  to  you 
with  St.  Auguftines  words  :*Intendite  ad  mag- 
na  hxc  fpe&acula.  Ifta  funt  fpe&acula  utilia,ia- 
lubria,  aedificantia  non  deftruentia,  imo  ec  de- 
ftruentia et  sedificantia:  Deftruentia  recentcs 
Deos,  aedificantiafidem  in  vcrum  ct  a?ternum 
Deum : Let  other  men  therefore  who  love  their 
St  age-play  es  * better  than  their  God , their  foules, 
refort  to  Theatres  whiles  they  pleafe$  ( * Mi  ha- 
beant  mare  in  theatro  j nos  habeamus  por- 
tumin  Chrifto:)  but  let  C hr  ijl  lefts  be  your*  all 
in  all,  your  onely  folacey  your  onely  Spetfacle,  and 
joy  on  earthy  whofe  foule-ravijhwg  heart -fiUwgpr  c- 
fcnccy  jhall  be  your  et  email  Jolace,  your  ever  Lifting 
*vifme  all-glorious  moft  triumphant  Spell acle  in  the 
higheft  heavens  5 whither  God  bring  us  all  at  length 
for  this  hk  Sonne  andmercies  fake,  i^imen. 

Your  kmngChriftian  Friend^and 
Brother  to  command: 

William  Prynne. 


===== 
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TO  THE  CHRISTIAN 


READER. 

HR  £ £ things  there  are  , beloved 
Readers 3in  this  my  Histrio- 
M a s T I x for  which  I am->  necefi. 
Jitated  to  make  fome  ssfpologie>  to 
prevent  all  caufeleffe  cavifls , 

The  fir flf  is  its  tedious  prolixities 
which  as  it  far  exceeds  its  primitive 
intended  Brevity  3fo  it  may  fomewhat  derogate  from  its 
welcome  acceptation 3as  being  too  large  for  fo  flight  a fub- 
jeCt  : Tut  as  it  was  no  difparagement  to  Phsbus  his  pal- 
lace  ; that  (a)  the  workmanfhip  of  it  didexceede  the 
matter  $ fo  1 hope  it  will  be  no  prejudice  to  this  Treatife, 
tf(b)  Malo  nodo  mains  cuneus,  maybe  allowed  for  a 
Tlea.  Hee  who  intends  to  encounter  a potent  enemiey 
(c)  had  neede  provide  a puiflant  armie : Hee  who  will 
cure  a large  fpreading  gangrene, mu  ft  proportion  his  plat- 
fler  to  the  maladie  ; he  who  would  difcover  or  refute  an 
inveterate  generally  received  £rr  or , inlift  come  ftrongly 
armed  with  convincing  reafons  and  authorities , elfe  he  is 
like  to  do  more  harme  than  good.  Players  and  Stageplaiesy 
with  which  I atrt->  now  to  comb  ate  in  a publike  Theatre 
in  the  view  of  fundry  partiali  Spectators  r are  growne  of 
late  fo  powerfull,  fo  prevalent  in  the  affeClions,  the  opini- 
ons of  many  both  in  Citie , (fourt  and  Country  fo  univer • 
fallj  diffufed  like  an  infectious  leprofie , fo  deepely  rivited 
J into 
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To  theChriftian  Reader. 


* Sunt  cnim  into  the  [educed  prepojfejfed  hearts  and judgements  ofvo~ 
multi  non  dig-  luptuous  carnall perfons , who  fwarme  io  thicke  in  every 

baptifmo  quod  Play-hoiife,  that  they  leave  no  empty  place^nd  almoit 
pcrcjpcrunr.  crowd  one  another  to  death  for  multitude;  as  they  did 
Quam  multi  tn  * Auguftines  time,  chufing  rather  to  fill  the  Theatre 
emm  baptizati  than  the  Church ; that  had  not  this  my  H i s t r i o- 
im^Icr^uam  ^ A s T 1 x overgrowne  its  firfl  intended  pigmies  fta- 
iKblfincTm  turc>  it  had  (d)  never  beene  able  to  foyle  thofe  many 
raalucruiir.  Si  Giantlike  Enemies  with  which  it  is  now  to  grapple',  net - 
rnimuscftjcur-  ther  could  it  have  borne  any  geometric  all  proportion  with 
rituradAmphu  thofe  [eft  ring  ulcers  , thofe  many  pr  attic  all  applauded 
tis^turbis^m"  £rr°rs  >whofe  cure  and  refutation  it  indeavours,  * Some 
plctur?  ftipan.  ^bay-booksfi nee  I firft  undertook^  this fubjett,aregrowne 
tur  parietes,  from  Quarto  into  Folio $ which  yet  hearefo  good  a price 
prcfltirii  fc  ur-  andfale , that  I cannot  but  with  grief e relate  it , they  are 
gent , prope  fe  „ori,  ( e j ueW-printed  in  farre  better  paper  than  mofr 

timdine  : Trti " °^avo  or  Quarto  Bibles , which  hardly  frnde  fuck 
fuper  nume-  vent  as  they : isfnd  can  then  one  Quarto  Tractate  a - 
rum  funt.  In  gainfl  Stage-play  es  be  thought  too  large jwhen  as  it  mufi 
P/</.3  9,£»4r.  a fault  fuch  ample  7* lay-houfe  Volumes  ? Befides , our 
^’^Dr/  Quarto-7 >lay-boolees  fince  the  fir  ft  fheetes  of  this  my 
8 of  ays  ij.i.  Trcatifc  came  unto  theTrejJe , have  come  forth  m fuch 
^Magnis  enim  * abundance , and  found  fo  many  cuftomers,  that  they  al- 
telis , magna  mofl  exceede  all  number , one  ftudie  being  fcarce  able  to 
holde  thenu,  and  two  yeares  time  too  little  to  perufe  them 
all : ±A*d  this  made  this  Treatife  f wed  the  greater , be • 
caufe  thefe  Play-boohes  arc  fo  multiplied.  Againe,  I confi- 
dered  with  my  felfe , that  our  P layers , our  Play -haunters 
are  now  more  in  number , more  various  in  judgements, 

, f in  humours , in  apprehenfionsyhan  they  have  beene  in  for- 
PlaicsarePprin-  mer  a£es 9 thereupon  1 thought  good  to  produce  * more 
ted  ia  the  beft  ftore  of  different  Pi  ay -refelling  <* Arguments  and  <tAu- 
Crowne  paper,  thorities  than  cl  fe  Ijhould  have  done  $ that  fo  I might 
mofl* B^lcs*0  ^at^e  every  Reader  to  my  power,  and  meete  with  all 

e Above  forty  thoufand  Play-bookes  hare  beene  printed  and  vented  within  thefe 
two  yeares.  ^ Nam  quoniam  variant  animi  variavimusartes:  Mille  raah  fpecies, 
millc  falutis  cwnt,  Qtud.Dc  Xsmcdto  Amoris^ i.f.ai  J • 
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cvafions.  zSffl  which  being  laid  together , will  eafily  ex - 
cufe  my  overmuch  fames  5 which  if  it  feeme  irkefome  to 
any  Reader , I arru  fare  it  was  farre  more  troublefome  to 
me  the  Author , who  if  1 arru  peccant  in  this  kinde,  it  is 
onely  out  of  too  much  love  to  doe  the  Readers  greater 
good : who  if  they  ct  mplaine  for  want  of  time,  may  foone 
per ttfe  it  without  any  Ioffe,  by  devoting  their  Play-houfe 
honres  to  it , till  they  have  read  it  over . 

The  fecondfs  fome  pa jf ages, ter  me  s and  phrafes,  which 
may  give  offence  to  fuch,who  confider  not  the  grounds  and 
reafons  ofthenu:  and  thefe  are  of  different  natures  .Some 
of  them-*  may  feeme  to  be  overfharpe  and  virulent  againfl 
Players , Playes , and  T l ay -haunters : Others  of  themj 
may  be  confirmed  to  be  overmalepart  and  cenforious : 0~ 
thers > too  immodefl , too  amorous , and  obfeene : Others , 
hetero gene  all,  and  impertinent  to  the  intended  theame. 

To  the  two  firfi  of  which  I anfaer  : Firfl,  that  I have 
ufed  no  more  tartneffe  againfl  T layers,  Tlayes^r  Tlay-  Jcricnfis  Pro.1 
haunters, nor  paffed  no  other  Cenfures  upon  tbem^,than  logusinlib.De 
the  Fathers  themfelves,  with  fundry  approved  Writers  Nugis  Curia- 
have  done  before  me,whofe  phrafes  and  invectives  I have  lium,Bibl.Patr. 
onely  revived  {You  mufl  therefore  lay  the  blame  on  them,  ^Ty/4^ 4 ,c 
not  me,  who  onely  jpeake  in  their  language  * Novi  enitn  alii  ferrum  pa- 
quodet  prseierts  setas  corrigitur,  dam  pmerita  iiiis  tiantur  ct  ig, 
meritis  ob/urgatur.  Secondly,  inveterate  (f)  gangrend  ncT  Pertaliis 
ulcers,  as  Tlayes  and  T layers  are , neede  fharpe  em-  triftcm  fuccus 
plaiiters,  biring  corrofives,  elf  e they  will  not  be  cured 5 corporaTix”1* 
becaufe  gentle  lenitives  cannot  clean fe  them-,.  Thirdly,  ferro  quxdam 
the  great  efl  virulency  is  onely  againfl  T layers  and  Play - fananruracutoe 
haunter s vices ,not  their  plane  liimus,  Auxilium  aliis 

non  generis- humani  tamen,  fed  erroris:  Teal  have 
therefore  cen  fared  their  errours,  their  vices  fo  feverely , , ^ 
becaufe  I love  their  verfons,  whafe  happineffe,  falvation  medio  Amoru 
and  amendment  Ihere  onely  feeke  f by  withdrawing  l,i, p.tif. 
thenu  from  Tlayes  and  Tlay-houfes , the  very  greatefl  i Tertul.Apol. 
corruptions  of  their  mindes  and  manners . * Hocenim  *LeoVeIeiun° 
interiora  maxim&  corrumpit.,  quodexcerioradele&at:.  Pent.Ser.i.c.i! 
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What  therefore  St.  Auguftinc  rerites  to  Macedonius  in 
this  very  cafe  $ ( g ) Facile  eft  atque  proclive  maios  o- 
difle,  quia  mali  lunt,  rarum  autem  ec  pium  eofdem  ip- 
fos  diligere  quia  homines  font,  ut  in  uno  fhnui  et  cui- 
pam  improbes,  et  naturam  approbes;  ac  propterea  cul- 
pam  juitius  oderis,  quod  ea  iaedatur  natui  a quam  dili- 
gis.  Non  eft  igitur  lmquitatis,  fed  potius  humanitacis 
iocictatedevindus,  qui  propterea  fit  criminis  pertecu- 
tor  ut  fit  hominis  liberator  : the  fame  pa  all  he  my  %sipo~ 
logie  now . isfnd  if  any  'Tlay-AStors  or  Spectators  thtnkg 
themfelves  injured  by  any  cenfure  I have  here  pafi  upon 
thenu,  I mud  returne  them an  anfwer  in  St.  Bernards 
words  t * Cum  carpuntur  vida,  et  inde  fcandalum  ori- 
tur, ipfe  fibi  fcandali  caufa  eft,  qui  fecit  quod  argui  dc- 
beat,non  illc  qui  arguit : or  at  leaftwifein  (h)  St.  Hie- 
roms  language:  Aut  enim  nihil  feribendum  fuit,ne  ho- 
minum  judicium  fubiresnus,  aut  feribentes  node,  cun- 
dorum  adverfum  nos  maledicorum  tela  efic  torquen- 
da.  Quos  obfecro}uc  quiefcant,  et  definant  maledicerc. 
Non  cnimu:  adverfariis,  fed  ut  amicis  feripfimusj  nec 
invedi  fumus  in  cos  qui  peccant,  fed  nc  peccent,  mo- 
nuimus.  Nullum  lasfi,nullius  nomen  mea  feripturade- 
fignatum  eft.  Neminem  fpecialiter  meus  fermo  pulfa- 
vit.  Gencralis  de  vitrjs  difputatio  eft.  Qui  mihi  irafei 
volucrit,  prius  ipfede  fe,  quod  talis  fit,  confitebitur. 
Wherefore , pnee  all  I aime  at  in  this  Treatife  is  mens  e - 
ternall good ;*  Suftinetehanc  virgam  corripientem,  nc 
fentiatis  malleum  contercntcm : remembring  that  good 
lefonof  Salomon : (i)  He  that  hateth  reproofe,  is  bru- 
tifh;  yea,he  defpifeth  his  owne  foule.and  he  fhall  furc- 
lydie.  To  the  third  of  thefey  I anfwer  5 that  bee  who 
ftirres  a noyfome  kjnnell,  mufl  neodes  raife  fome  fiench  ; 
be  who  would  lively  portraiture  a Diveil , or  a deformed 
monfier , mu  ft  needs  s draw  fome  gaftly  lines  ,and  ufe  fome 
fordid  colour s:fo  he  who  will  delineate  to  the  life , the  no- 
torious lewdneffe  of  Play  es , of  Play-haunters,  is  necejfa- 
rily  enforced  to  fuch  immodeft  phrafet  as  may  prefent  it 
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in  its  native  vtlenejfe ; elfe  he  [hall  but  conceale  or  mafqne 
their  horrid  wtckednejfe  that  none  may  behold  it,  not  rip 
it  open  that  all  m i)  abhorre  it.  This  is  theonelj  reafon 
ofthofemore  nncivill  or  feemingly  immodeft  pa  [[ages  and 
phrafes  that  are  here  and  there  fcattered  in  this  Dif- 
cottrfe  ; which  as  they  are  for  the  mofi  part  the  Fathers , 
or  fome  other  t/futhors,  not  mine  owne,  and  fo  the  more 
exes* fable  ; fo  neceffity  on  eh  hath  enforced  mee  to  them. j; 
the  imparity  and  lew  drteffe  of St  age-play  es  being  fitch, 
that  a man  can  hardly  remember , mnch  lejfe  reprove 
therru  without  finne  or  Jhame,  (k)  Tafia  autem  font 
( writes  Salvian)  qu*  in  theatric  fiunt,  utea  non  folum 
dicere,  fed  etiam  recordari  aliquis  fine  poiiutione  non 
pofiit.  Qua:  quidem  omnia  tam  flagitiofa  funt,ut  etiam 
explicate  ea  quilpiam  atque  eloqui  falvo  pudore  non 
vaeat.  Quis  enim  integro  verecundise  ftatu  dicere  que- 
at  i Has  rcrum  turpium  imitationes,  illas  vocum  ac  ver- 
borutn  obfeamitates , illas  motuum  turpitudines,  illas 
geftuum  fseditates  ? quae  quanti  funt  criminis,  vel  hinc 
inteliigi  poteft , quod  et  relationem  fui  interdicunt. 
Nonnulla  quippe  maxima  fcelera  incolumi  honeftate 
referentis  ct  nominari  et  argui  pofiunt,ut  homicidium, 
latrocinium,  facrilegium,  casteraque  hujufmodi.  Solas 
theatrorum  impuritates  funt,  quas  honefte  non  poflunt 
vel  accufari : ita  nova  in  coarguenda  harum  turpitudi- 
num  probrofitate  res  evenit  arguenti,  utcumabfque 
dubiohoneftus  fitqui  accufare  ea  velit,  honeftate  ta- 
men  integra  ea  loqiii  et  accufare  non  poftit.  It  was  this 
Fathers  ^Preface  to  his  Flay -condemning  Treatife,and  it 
J hall  be  my  zsfpologie.  To  the  fourth  of  thefe,  I anfwer ; 
that  there  are  feverallpaffages  in  this  Difcottrfe , which 
prima  facie  may  feeme  heterogeneous  to  the  prefent fub^ 
jell, as*  thofe concerning  Dancing,  Muficke,  Apparell, 
Effeminacy,  Lafcivious  Songs , Laughter,  Adultery, 
obfcene Pictures,  Bonefi res,  New-yeares  gifts,  Grand 
Chriftmaffes,  Health- drinking,  Long  hairc , Lords- 
dayes.  Dicing,  with  fundry  *Pagan  cuftomes  here  re- 

felled: 
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^ Sec  Ciaudi.  felled : but  if  y on  confider  them->  as  they  are  here  appli- 
us  Efpencaeus,  ed,you  {hall  fade  them->  all  materially  pertinent  to  the 
m theame  m quettion\  they  being  either  the  c one  omit  ants  of 

Timothcum  Stage-playes , or  having  fnch  neare  affinity  with  therru, 

that  the  unlawfulneffe  of  the  one  are  neceffary  mediums 
to  evince  the  finfulneffe  of  the  other.  B e fide  s,t  hough  they 
differ  in  Specie,  yet  they  are  homogeniatl  in  their generic 
call  nature , one  of  thenu  ferving  to  illuftrate  the  quality , 
the  condition  of  the  other : It  is  no  impertinencie  there - 
ult.  Dr.Craken-  fore  for  me  to  difeourfe  at  large  of  all  or  any  of  thefe,the 
thorps  Vigilius  better  to  dijp/ay  the  odioufneffe  of  Stage-playes , with 
I^Tw^foAn  t^0e7  have  great  analogie,to  which  they  have  more 

five r to  Armi*  or  *ejTe  relation  , as  the  pafages  themfelves  fufficiently 
nius  His  Exa  manifefi.  'But  admit  that  fame  of  them~>  are  heteroge - 
men:  accor-  ni all,  yet  it  is  no  abfurdity  by  way  of  digreffton , to  touch 

»>  See  Act  °K 'fart*c*l*rsias  * other  W riters  oft  times  doe , yea 
thro^j»hout*5c  ^at^ers  too , who  have  their  digrejfions  as  wed  as 

Act  7.°Scenc  $.  others,  in  their  CommentarieSjHomilies,  andmoralt 
A&.8.  Scene  Treatifes  • where  they  oft  times  lajh  out  into  collater all 
. Difcourfes  againft  Stage-playes,  Dancing,  Drttnken- 
M?^Par(h4s\n  nc^e?e^erninacy»  lafcivious  fongs,  fantaftique  coftly 
his* Pilgrim*  c^  apparell.  Pagan  Cuftomes,  andthofe  other  particulars 
51.  pag-490.  which  I have  now  difeourfed  againfi , as  their  paffages 
writes  thus.  here  recited  plentifully  manifefi.  Their  pratt ife  there- 
Long  haire  is  fore  m<iy  ye  my  €Xcu[e*  ss4nd  fo  much  the  rather , bee aufe 
the  particulars  I have  thus  lightly  glanced  upon  in  the 
fex,a  token  of  are  ttniverfall  overfpreading  fiill-increafing  evills  , 
fubic£tion,an  which  neede  fome  prefent  oppoJition,efj)ecially  out  ofthofe 
enfigneofmo.  pregnant  venerable  Authorities  of  Councels , Fathers 
defty : but  mo*  anc[  aKCient  Writers  that  are  almoft  forgotten  in  the 
fhort  mmen*  wor^y  (whofe memory  1 have  here  in  part  revived  as 
as  their  haire  farre  as  opportunity  would  permit:  ) which  manifefi  to 
growes  long,  all  mens  judgements  ,(w)that  effeminate  mixt  Dancing, 
and  a neate  Dicing,  Stage-playes,  lafcivious  Pi&u  res,  wan  ton  Fa- 
Ed  ,Upouldred*  ^ions,Face-painting, Health-drinking  (rfJLong  haire. 

Buffi, hangs  but  as  a token  Vim  non  yendityis,  of  much  wi  ne , little  \vit,of  men  weary 
of  manhood,  of  civility, of  Chriftianity,  which  would  faineturne  (at  the  lead  doc 
imitate)  American  SaJyagc$,tnfideD,Barbarians,or  woraenatthe  kaft  and  beft 

Love-* 
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* Lovc-Iockes  periwigs,  womens  curling,  pouldring 
and  cutting  of  their  haire,  Bone-fires,  New-ycares- 
gifts,  May-games,  amorous  Paftoralls,  lafeivious effe- 
minate Muficke,  exceflive  laughter , luxuriovs  difor- 
derly  Chriftmas-keeping,  Mummeries,  with  fundry 
fuck  like  vanities  which  the  Tver  Id  now  dotes  on , as  lau - 
dable,good,  and  Chnfrian&tz  meere  finfull, wicked, un- 
chriftian  paftimes,  vanities,  cultures  and  difguifes, 
which  the  primitive  Church  and  Chrifiians  , together 
with  the  very  heft  of ‘Pagans  quite  abandoned , condem- 
ned5 however  we  admire ,app laud  therru  now  to  Gods  dif- 
honour  and  religions  fhame:LMy  fhort 1 Digrejfions  there- 
fore againfl  thefe  new-revived  old-condemned  jpreading 
evills,  which  moft  men  countenance,  few  can  or  dare  op - 
pofe , may  well  be  pardoned  tn  this  my  Histrio- 
M A s t i x,  moft  of  them-*  being  either  concomitants 
or  fruites  of  Stage-play es  : by  the  prefent  cenfures  of 
which,  the  Reader  fhall  be  Jure  to  reape,  either  fuller  Ja- 
tisfattion,  or  greater  variety  of  knowledge  than  elje  hee 
Jhould  have  met  with  in  this  Treatife* 

* 'The  third,is  the  repetition  of fome  quotation sfomepaf- 
Jages  of  Fathers  and  others  which  are  twice  or  thrice  re- 
cited in  fever  all  places  of  this  P^ifcourfe , where  the 
fame  things  are  oft  debated . T o which  1 anfwer : Fir  Ft, 
that  though  the  fame  things  in  effeEl  are  oft  times  tou- 
ched upon( efpecially  * the  idolatrous  originall  of Stage- 
playes,  and  (o)  that  they  arc  the  very  pompes  of  the 
Divell  which  Chrifiians  have  renounced  in  their  bap- 
tifrne)  yet  it  is  either  to  different  purpofes,  or  where  they 
are  amplified  and  confirmed  by  new -re cited  Authorities^ 
which  as  I could  not  couple  all  together, fo  1 was  unwil- 
ling to  omit,  for  fear  e of  doing  prejudice  to  the  caufe . Se- 
condly, though  the  fame  Authorities  and  quotations  are 
oft  reiterated. yet  it  is  onely  in  thefe  two  cafes,  where  the 
words  and  ends  for  which  / cite  them-*  are  divers , or 
where  one fentence,  one  difeourfe  tending  to  fever  all  pur- 
pofes, is  fo  inttre,  that  it  could  not  be  fundered  into  fra - 
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(lions  without  perverting  the  fenfe , or  blunting  the  life, 
the  edge  and  vigour  of  it . Thirdly , what  ever  is  oft  re- 
peated y is  fomethtng  or  other  worth  remembring : if 
therefore  Seneca  [peaces  truth  , (p)  Nunquam  nimis 
dicitur  quod  nunquam  fatis  difeitur;  this  fault  map  ea- 
i1.31.I0fh.  1,7  fly  bee  excufed.  The  Scripture  it  felfe  (wee  know) 
Kc°V^3°  8*i  (9)  where  there  is  no  (uperfluity  nor  defed  $ hath  oft 

ev ' 1 “ * * 5 9*  times  (r)  precept  upon  precept,  line  upon  line,  yea  fre- 
quent repetions  of  the  felfefame  things,  (especially  in 
the  Bookes  of  Mofes,  the  Bookes  of  the  Kings  and 
Chronicles,  the  Pfalmes  ofDavid,  the  Proverbs,  the 
Prophets,  thefoure  Evangelifts,*#^  St.Pauls  Epiftles) 
infuch  cafes  where  men  are  either  dull  to  learne,  apt 
to  forget,  flow  to  beleeve,  or  when  as  the  things  re- 
peated are  very  obfervable.  The  like  repetitions  with 
little  variation  yWe  [hall  finde  in  divers  Authors:  and  in 
mofl  ofthofe  who  write  of  the  felfe  fame  JubjeSlfbut  prin~ 
cipallyin  Commentators  aud  the  Schoolemsn ) wee  fnde 
the  felfefime  matter  clothed  in  a different  method  or 
f Ecclef.1.9,10  dreffe  of  words-,  (Othere  being  no  new  thing  under  the 
Sunne,  Et  nihil  didum  quod  non  didum  prius : all  be* 
ing  but  reiterations  of  what  hath  beene  written  or  fpoken 
in  former  ages.  This  therefore  may  excufemy  Jhort  rei- 
terations of  the  felfefime  pajfages  again  ft  Stage~playes9 
with  which  men  are  fofarre  inamoured , that  they  neede 
many  oft  repeated  arguments  to  divorce  their  affeEHonS 
from  them. 

Having  thus  farre  apologized  for  this  TreatifeJ  (hall 
hereby  way  of  advertifement  for  thy  better  fdtisfaEHon 
informs  thee , (fhriftian  Reader  , fomethtng  concerning 
the  Authorities  qttotedin  it.  As  firfl,  that  Ilhave  cited 
the  very  IVords  of  the  Fathers  themfelves,  for  the  mo  ft 
part,  in  the  mar  gent,  which  I have  faithfully  englifhed 
intheTdifcourfeit  felfe ,and  fometimes  alledged  them  in 
the  mar  gent  at  large  ,when  as  I have  but  touched  them  in 
the  page  : whence  I [hall  advife  thee  to  reade  the  mar  gent 
and  the  page  together.  Secondly , that  I have  oft  times 

onely 
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onely  quoted  the  names , the  Worses  of  Fathers  and  other 
Authors  for  brevity  fike,  omitting  their  words,  which 
the  ftudious  Reader  may  doe  well  to  ( t)  perule  at  leiiure 
in  their  workes;  whofe  fever  all  pufages  had  Itran - 
feribed,  l fhould  have  oft  repeated  the  felfefime  things , 
and  augmented  this  Quarto  T reatife  into  many  Folio 
Volumes . Thirdly,  I have  faithfully  recorded  the  Books, 
the  (fhapters,  Columes  and  pages  ofthofe  Authors  here 
alledged,  together  with  the  Imprefftons  which  1 follow, 
all  which  you  jballfnde  expreffed,  Tart.  i.<^ftt*y*Scen. 
1 ,4,  J , & 6.  Which  Editions  if  any  Reader  want, let  him 
then  onely  examine  the  number  of  thcBookes,  the  Chap- 
ters, Homilies  or  Sermons  here  quoted,in  thofe  Editions 
which  he  hath  .omitting  the  pages,  and  he  fhallfnde  eve- 
ry quotation  true,  five  onely  where  the  Editions  varie. 
And  if  any  f hall  here  quarrell  with  me  for  the  multitude 
of  Authors  and  quotations:  let  him  know , that  I produ- 
ced them  (u)  onely  for  the  Readers  better  fatisfa&ion, 
to  evidence  the  damnable  odioufhejfe  of  Stage play  es  in 
all  ages , not  out  of  any  vaine-glorious  ottentation3wkich 
1 much  abhorre . 

Which  advertifements  being  thus  premifedjfball  now 
befeech  thee , courteous  Reader , in  the  feare  of  Cjod,  to 
perufe  this  Hisui  o-M  A s T I x with  an  impart  iall 
eye, and  even  ferioufly  to  confider  with  an  unprejudicated 
affettion,  what  all  the  primitive  Chriftians,  what  all  the 
Councels , F dthers ,Emperours , CMagiflr ate s ,and  tsfu- 
thors  here  enumered  have  conftantly  thought  of  Stage- 
play  es,  and  other  particulars  here  recited : And  then  I 
doubt  not  but  what  a noble  Earle  of  this  Kingdome  in  his 
late  dangerous fickneffe,  profejfed  publtkely  ( even  with 
detefiation ) of  his  effeminate  fantaftique  Love-locke; 
that  he  fenfibly  perceived  it  to  be  but  a cord  of  vanity, 
by  which  he  had  given  the  Divell  holdfaft  to  leade 
him  captive  at  his  plcafure;  who  would  never  let  goe 
his  holdfaft:  of  him  as  long  as  hee  nourifhed  this  un- 
lovely Bufh : whereupon  hee  comanded  his  Barber  to 

V * cut 


/ Nam  a vitii* 
redimitur  ani- 
mus, etfu a vi  et 
mira  quadam, 
etiam  in  adver. 
fis  iocunditate 
rcficitur,  cum 
ad  legendum 
vd  feribendum 
utilia , mentis 
intendit  acu- 
men. hannit 
Sareshertenfis 
Vrologt*  in  ltbm 
VeNugit  Curia* 
hum, 

* Quicquid  c- 
nira  omnes  rel 
plures,  uno  eo- 
demq;  fenfa, 
manifcfte,frc- 
quenter,pcrlc- 
veranter,  velut 
quodam  fibi 
confentienta 
Magiftrorum 
Concilio,acci- 
piendo,  tenen- 
do,  tradendo 
firmarcrint , 
id  proindubi* 
tato,ccrto,ra- 
toque  habca- 
tur.  y intent im 
Lerinerfis  canty, 
H*re/es,cap,39, 
Illudreproba 
fwifTe  non  am- 
biges  quod 
omniumdo£o» 
rum  turba  con- 
derauut./aawj* 
Saris  LAe  Nugts 
Ciinaltu  O..4, 


To  theChrillian  Reader. 


x Qui  virilcm  cut  it  off:  (afpeechya  prefident  weH  worthy  thofe  (x)wo- 
(cmm  mulie-  manifh  RumatiS  confiderattonywhoyet  are  peccant  in  this 
honTftanuJs.  fade: ) the Jtme  wilt  thon  affirme  of  thefe  Ufcivtous  £n- 
SdrtskcnnfitSt  terl“dts ; (y)  ch#*hey  are  the  very  Divelspompes 
K*gis  cmUltf  and  *fnares,by  which  he  captivates  and  inthralis  mens 
i.r.5.  foules ; who  can  never  enfranchife  themfelvcs  from 
^ See  here  A a.  ^js  infernall  vaffalage,  till  they  have  cordially  renoun- 
j ced  thele  his  fugcred  gins,w  hich  detainc  them  captive 

accordingly.  * in  his  fervice,  and  binde  them  aver  to  damnation : as 
* Rctia  funt  the  here  recited,  Councels,  Fathers  and  other  vsfut  hours 
quaecunque  vi*  witneffe:  whofe  worses  if  Play  • haunters  would  hut  fiudy, 
des,  honatnem-  at  th0fi  vacant  times  which  they  Jinfully  wafie  on  PI  ayes, 
^nQifcram 1 on  P lay-bookes  y and  fitch  like  unprofitable  pleafures  of 
mortc  per  ma*  finne,  ft)  which  will  end  in  horrour  at  the  laft  \ they 
la  quxquc  tra-  would  Jpeedily  abandon  all  Sntcr l tides , all  Piay-houfes, 
hunt,  lodn.s*  M the  mofi  execrable  pernicious  corruptions,  which  now 
reiberienpi  Ad  ^ mHCy  £9te  on  af  thetr  chief e delights . The  Lord 
v7tr.Tom»x $.p[  therefore  open  all  fitch  blindc  Stage-haunters  eyes  by 
53  9, G-  thefe  my  poore  endeavours,  who  are  yet  fo  befitted  with 

Z Rev.  1 8. 7.  ignorance  and  thefe  enchanting  Spe&aclesythat  they  can - 

Hcclef.  11.9.  notdifeeme  thofe  infinite  mifehiefes  that  attend  them , 
Prov.f4.13.  (a)  wafting  their  precious  time  upon  them  even  from 

indi^iior,  qui  day  today,  and  quarrelling  with. aUiuch  pious  Chn- 
fui  ipfius^con-  ftians  as  would  reclaimethem  from  them  : Of  whom- 
ternnir  habere  I may  fitly  ufe  St#  Auguftities  memorable  faff  age : (b ) 
noticiam?  qui  Q^eni  ftaqUC  comprehendam  iftorum  infanorum?Quii 
IeJr^mTn?,  me  audiat?  quem  eorum  nos  non  miferos  dicat,  quia 
datumeft  ad  cum  eis  non  mlanimus?  Amiiillenos  putant  variasct 
mcn(uram,ct  magnas  voluptates  in  quibus  ipfi  infaniunt,  nec  videos 
folum  reparari  qUia  mendaces  funt.  Quando  illis  ovum  invito,  vcl  ca- 
non poteft,ufu.  jicern  faiut:areriJ  porrigo  faucio  : et  quomodo  reficiam? 
accd!?oneact  Hortor  ut  reficiant,pugnas  parant;  fxv ire  volunt  in 
pcenali  repe-  medicum.  Et  ft  percufferint,  diligantur;  et  ft  inj uriam 
tendum  in  vita?  fecerint  non  relinquanturjredituri  funt  ad  mentem,gra- 

difpendia  pro-  tjasaLfturi.  Oremus  itaque  pro  ipfis  fratres  chariffimij 
digit.etin  con- 

tumdiam  au&oris  effundit?  JoSnSarejbcrknfitDeFugti  CHrUlium}l.ia,i,  b Auguft, 
Enar.in  Pfal.  j 9, Tom,  8,pari  x .p.4 1 6. 

indc 
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indc  crefcit  numerus  fan&oru,de  numero  qui  erat  impi- 
orum At  was  this  Fathers  fpcech  of  t ho fe  Play-haunters 
whom  he  indeavoured  to  reclaimc  in  his  tinac  $ a nd  it 
flail  be  mine  of  ours  now  $ whofe  conmrfion  I flail  truly 
pray  for , how  evill  foever  they  intreat  mee  or  this  works 
of  mine  $ which  if  it  doe  no  good  to  others,  or  pur  chafe 
nought  hut  hatred , but  contempt  unto  my  jelfe,yet  Sym- 
machus  his  [peech  [hall be  my  comfort : (c)  Saluti  pub- 
lican dicata  induftria3crefcit  merit 6 cum  caret  pranmio : 
or  if  not  his,  the^Prophet  Ifaiah’s:(X)Then  I faid,I  have 
laboured  in  vaine,  I have  fpent  my  ftrength  for  nought 
and  in  vaincs  yet  furely  my  judgement  is  with  the 
Lord,  and  my  reward  with  my  God  : to  whofe  onely 
blejjing  1 flail  now  commend  this  Treat ife  , and  thee 
true  (%rifiia»  Reader ; whofe  Jpirituall  good  being  the 
primutn  mouens,  that  fet  my  thoughts  upon  this  Sub - 
jett;  I hope  it  flail  finde  thy  favourable  acceptation : 
(e ) Scicns,  quia  ficut  non  habet  unde  placeat  ex  venu- 
ftate^fic  ex  devotioneferibentis  non  pottrit  difplicere. 
tsfndf*  Irefi, 


i Ambrose  Epa 
l.i.Ep.nTom. 
f.p-97- 


e Ioannis  $a- 
reibericnfic 
Prologus  m 
lib.  de  Nugi*  t 
Curialiuiu. 
Bibl.Pat.ToWe 
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* C I mihi  crcdideris,linguasn«<lhibebis,et  aula?  A 
^ Limina  non  intret  pes  tuus,efto  domi. 

Afpc&ushomintrn  cautus  vitare  memento, 

£t  tibi  commiftas  claude  libellc  notas. 

Omnia  fint  fufpe&a  tibi  ,quia  publicus  hoftis 
Et  maieftatis  diceris  effe  reus. 

Ignisedax,gladiufq;ferox tibi  forte  parantur, 

Aut  te  polluta  fubruet  hoftis  aqua. 

Cum  tamen  exicrisfaciemvclabitamidus, 
Deformentq;  tuam  pul?is  et  aura  cutcm,  . 

Sitgradus  etcultus  habitus  percgrinuscunti, 
Non  nift  barbariem  barbara  lingua  fbneto 

De  P'nftavorum dices tegentecrcatum, 

Nam  licet  his  lingua  liberiori  loqui. 

Nufquam  divertis,  nc  quis  te  lafdat  cuntcm* 
Nugarumq}  luat  garrula lingua  notas. 

Omnia  ft  ne(cis,loca  ftmt  plenifsima  nugis? 
Quarum  tota  cohorseft  inimica  tibi. 

Ecclefta  nugae  regnant,ct  principisaulaj 
In  clauftro  regnant,  Pontificifq*,  domo* 

In  nugis  clerus,  in  nugis  militis  ufus; 
Innugisiuvencsjtotaq^  turba  fcnura. 

Rufticus  in  nugisiinpuois  fexus  uterques 
Semis  et 

Accelera  greffus,cauto  diplomate  pergesj 

Ocns 

Et  cui  ni  moremgeflcris,hofti$  eris. 

I citus  atquc  redi  • ne  quorum  carpere  nugas 
Aufu  s e$,in  ft  i gant  tel  a , neccmquc  parent. 

Hofpitiique  fidem  quaeres  fuper,omnia,quo  ftii 
Tutus  ab  infidiis,quas  tibi  quifquc  parat. 

StuItos,prudentes  mrnium,pravofquc  cavebis, 

Et  quos  infignes  garrula  lingua  facit. 

Si  quis  amat  verum,tibi  fit  gratifsinms  hofpes, 

Et  quem  dcleftat  gloria  vana,cavc. 

Iuiepatronatu$i!luraco!e,qui  velitefle, 

Et  feiat,  et  polTit  tutor  ubique  tuus, 

$pcrnetnalos,venerare  bonos,ignofcc  volenti 
Laedercj  nulla  bonis  ultio  grata  magis. 

Et  nift  feftinus  fugeres,teplura  monerem, 
Vixpaceris  did  pauca,  vel  ifta  tcnc. 


%Kx  lotnncSa- 
resberienfi , ad 
OjfM  fttumdc 
'flu  git  Curtali- 
umMLpttruin 
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Errata*  s« 

COurteotu  Reader,  1 {ball  defire  thee  er?  thou  read  this  Treattfe  to 
corrett  thefe  fevfralfollomng£rrataes  khich  in  my  abfence  through 
the  (fiorrettors  and  Tr inters  overfight  have  efcaped  the  Prejfe . 

IN  the  Pages, Pag.  i i5l.i4.for  ready  tread  c,readily.p.  7 6.1.  1 8,for  Contr.r.ad.p.77  J« 
i7  their;his.p.9i.l,7>r  dirp1aicd  p 1 41. Cl  i r.pioterros.p.i 4 5.1.6.r, whence,  p.i  68 
l6,forp.r.&.p.i  69.U  4.r.inflc&ion?.p  i79.l.3.r.Thofc.p.i8o.l.2  9f.gr®und,r.grand 
p.i8i.l, z 4. r.Eucl id.  p.i .1. 1 ^.r  Melania  p.i88J.i  p.r.perfumed. p. 2 23.1,1.  f.2o.r, 
J,6. p.i  3 6.1.i7,r,Chriftians'. p.145.1  if.  f.two, r.rare.  p.  167,1,6.1. thole,  p.28  i.i.a8.r. 
muliebribus.p.3 io.l.  1 5.f.which,r.with.p.3  io.l.7.f,c.i  41  r.c.4 1 . p. 3 1 5.I.1 3 . & p.3 2 6, 
I.I  ijr.Stage  players.p.32S5l.z83r.Maiors,‘p.3  32,1.1 4,r  avocatcd. p.3 33  1 a9.f0r  r.0f. 
P* n 6 1 Oif.done5T.not.  p. 3 4 8 3l.i 8,r.thofe. p. 3 6 3 ,1. ip,r.Goflbn. p.3 85 ,1.22 ,r.Chri- 
ltians.  p.  398,1. 195f.this5r.his.  p.417,1. 5,r.comforts.  p 41*51.31, f.Chrift.r.Chriftian* 
p.42  6jl.io,r.Catechumenift.  p.4^5l.2yjT.defend.p  4 ^ 3,1.8, r.militibus. p.464 jl.zz, 
f.in,r.in three.  Sc  I.3 3, r.difpleafed. p.468,1.1 4,f.and>  r.but.  p.474.1.i,r.chaiie.  p.478, 
l,i3,r.pa(bns.p.4885l.ii,r.kmde.  p.49f,l.26,f.m,r.of. p- 500,1. 1 i,r.originallya  fol. 

J Aperfc&ing,  fcprote&ing.  fol.  5 50,  1.27,f.that,r.fit.  fol.55i5l.22,  f.which,r. 
with.fol.5  53,1.30, r.rcturning.  f.  55  5,b,1.9,f.Polycarpus,r.Pollio.fol.5  57,1,3  x,f.Nifi* 
na,r.Mifnia.t©l.s  58,b,l.  1 , f.and  not,r.not.  foJ.5  59,1.30,f.wa{hcd,r.cruflied.Ibid.  b, 
|.4/.might,r.nigh.fol.56o,b,l-7>f«their,rour.fol.56i,|.i7,f.new,r.now.  & b,l.i  2,r, 
vitiatedd. 56 1,1.3 1 »f  & the, r. the.  Sc  b,1.7,f  thefe,r.fuch  fol.567,1.3  2,f.them,  r.mcn, 
p.568,1. 1 2 ,r.inconfiftent.p.  5 7 o,l.  1 3 ,f.  5 4,r.  5 f.p.  7 o8,l.  3 4,  r procedente.  p.709,1.28, 
r.intercidit  p.733,1, 8, f.it  be, r.it.p.756,l.i4,r.viz:.of  Altiiiodorum.p.786,1. 1 1,  r.prc* 
fcription.p.79l,l.i9,r  pra?colorant,&1.3  3,T.Helleboro.  p.803,1.1  i,f.Andr.are.p.8i4, 
1.8,£  carncmqj  r.carmenqi-p.S  1 5,1. 3o,f.malum,r.bonum.p.8i3,l.  1 7,f.and  teachings, 
teaching.!.  1 8,f.that,r.that  they,  p.829,  1.34,3  5*f.the  finne>r.your  fin.p.830,1.1 3,f.the, 
r.your.  In  the  margent,p.  1 ,1. 1 5,rcade  G*bernator . p.17,1.4, rsf#«4p.4o,I.  39,  for 
cap.r  page.p.66,1.  2, dele  *d.  p.6  7 ,1.^  4 P* 6 * > * -4  3r.r^.  1 5.&  1. 1 5, 

dele caf.p, 7 8,1. y#r.  tmmerantur , p 124;1.14,«  1 & Vaflorum,  p.i  33.I.3  i,r. 

Jldgttiijipme.  1.39,r.m^i>Mre/.1.45,r.^<irw.l.47,r.p.,gr«w.  p. 1 34}h  W'l  8.p.  1 J 8,1. 
i,r.3  5 A 1.  *>r.4.  p^  r.ridcat.  p.i  5 3, 1.40, 

r.f'W.p.i  52,!. 3 8 , v.detcrmd.u^  0 m VUjes.  p.i 6 5,!. 

1 ^rJecipicnteiySc  I.3  typropitios,  p.178,1.1 4,  xdntxtmguibiles.^.i  84,1. \QyTjondtat  quos. 
1. 3 ^yTtAm*tonm  p.  186, !.i8, r.i 009.1.40, r.  fubmouens,  p *88,1.3 1 J ptrfitinnt.  p 189, 

1 3 5,r.«/fro. p.199, l.ii, r.izi.  p.2i^,l,i7,r.83.p.2i4, 1.30, 1.35  r.7Vw.2.p.224, 
\.t9,x.(emfttenwv. p.23o,1.29,r./fw6.p.i4 8 ,l,i8 ,x»rerum,\  3 1 ,r.4^.p.28o,l.  1 4,r ,qu<t~ 
fo . p.i  8 7,1. 1 8,r.Sif.  p.3 1 6,l.i9,r.c.4 1,1.31  ,r,w«<w.p.3  36,1.36,r./Vo«fftf.p.  3 6 6,1. 21. 

rJgtmr„  p.3 8 3 ,1.3 9,r.<tfnr4wi»ew#.p.3 89,1.2 8 ,r . p.390,1.44,r  Bdbin&- 

?«M/.p.394,hiI)M«6</i»OT.p,4  47,l,5,6,dclc64/er.  p,*5  5>I»44,  r,c,6.  p, 4*^,1, 41, 
r,c,4.p,504,l,3  5,r.£f.fol,4i  3)b>l,37,r,i»yff«#j.f,5Mil3Ifjr,/fr«/t«/.f,5  5I,b>l,3o,r, 
C*Ut[H  f,*59,  l,40,i,  C4rwe/M«.b,l,?6}r,M«j9r<f.  f,  568,^,1,13,^  tiltv,  f,565,l,3 9, r, 

Tom.i  iyparj  i.^^6B9\y^ZyX,bU(phcmatHr.  p,636,l,l5,l6,r,  waUen(i4<  p,67  1,1:37, r: 
tuendo.yijf’ip  p:790,l:44>r:Sef#n#m.p:793,l: itr:Prouidentra,  pJ79 5,i:9> 

r.doiinquHnt'  p. 798,1 :4*, dele  pro,  p;8o4,l:n,  r:adultis,l:i%,v,Ner/e4.  p.807,1.40,1; 
Tbcodofiiu  Sc  I.43 ,Vr4t(tU%  p.8 1 1 ,1. 3 8 , T.vutleJicendiyduAm.  1.4o,r.fol.l53.1.43,  r,ob\e- 
iUrc  p,8 14,1.34,^; 5, c:i,  p:8 28,1:4  4 ,r.C4^e/.p. 8 27,1.1  x,i.boflts  p.8 28^.95^6. 
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The  Prologve. 

Vchhathalwayesbeene,  ana  yet  is,  theperuerfe,  a Gca  £ |a 
and  (^)  the  cog*~  b NutU  yer$ 

tat  ions  of  tyhofe  heart  are  euill3  and  ontly  euili  before  or  eft  mt(eri*d 
Cjod 3 and  that  continually  : that  it  is  fan  e more  eafie  ?u*m  fatfa  l*~ 
to  eftrange  him  from  his  beft,  and  chiefeftioyes ; then  ^ Gratia 
to  diuorce  him  from  his  ( b ) true  ft  mifery,  (c)  the  fleafnres  ]&  Arbitrio. 
#/ ftnne,  'tohich  arre  but  for  a feafon,  ( d ) yet  fer  tn  enJteffe  Col. 909.  B. 
griefe : Man  alvvayes  hugges  his  pleafurablr  1? nnesfo  faff,  < Hcbr.11.25; 
out  of  a frefofteropu,  and  mi f guided  loue3  (e^Vrhkh  makes 

lent  rduptatem,  panam  dutem  fempiternam.  Chryfoft,  bora.  54.  an  Pop.  Antioch, 
e Quod  p/erofoi  tnemendabtlcs  fac'tt , omnium  alt  arum  art  turn  peccata , arttfcibtst 
pudort  fuxt,  ojfenduntque  : errant  em  in  'Vita  pcccata  dklettant,  Non  gaudet  ■fuigio 
gubermtur  euerfognort gaudet  agro  me  die  us  elato:  now  gaudet  Oratory ft  patrons  culpA 
rem  cectdit.  At  contra  omnibus  crimen  fuum  Voluptatt  eft.  Sen.  Kpift.97. 

» 2?  his 
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f Ruth  I.I7. 
g Sonpyius 
efi  yt  de  yita 
homines  <ju*m 
de  sni^uitate 
d: fee  dun  t : 
Quit  ejum  non 
cum  tntejnit/t- 
tibus  fuis  mor  't 
fur , Qd  cum 
ipjis  deLmodum 
Atyuz  impfis 
fcclertbm  fepe- 
litur  ? Salu. 
De  Gub.  Dei. 
Iib.$.  pag.17/. 
Clemens  Alex- 
and.  Pcedag. 
lib.j.cap.ir. 
h Ttrtul.De 
fre&Ac.  lib. 
Cyprian . De 
freate  £?  Ep 
tth.i,  Epift.z, 
Salu  de  Gub. 
Det.lt. 6.Chryf. 
hom.6.7 ■&  38 

in  Mett.lodnnis 
Sdlifburienfts 
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hid  reformation  deaerate:)  that  if  any  foule-compaffiona" 
ting  Chriftians  attempt  to  wrefl  themfrem  him  ; hce 
forthwith  takes  vp  armes  againft  them ; returning  them 
no  other  anfwere,  then  that  cf  Ruth  to  Naomie,  in  a farre 
better  cafe  : (f)  The  Lord  doe  Jo  to  mee,  and  more/ilfo,  if 
ought  hut  death  fart  them  and  mee : Cohere  they  dye,  I Will 
dye , and  there  Will  I bee  buried  ; and  thus  alas  bee  lines, 

(g) .pay,  dies , and  lief  {as  too  too  many  dayly  doe ) in  tom  bed 
both' With,  and  in,  his  darling  crimes.  How  naturally  prone 
men  are  to  cleaue  to  worldly  pleafures,  and  delights  of 
finne,  in  defpite  of  all  thofe  powerfull  attra&iues,  which 
might  withdraw  them  from  them ; to  emit  all  other 
particular  inftances  : wee  may  behold  a reall,  and  Iiuely 
experiment  of  it,  in  prophane,  and  poyfonous  Stage- 
Playes;  the  common  Idole,  and  preuailing  euili  of 
ourdiflolute,  and  degencrous  Age  : which  though  they 
had  their  rife  from  Hell ; yea,  their  birth,  and  pedegree 
from  the  very  Deuill  himfelfe,  to  whole  honour,  and 
feruice  they  were  at  firfb  deuoted  : though  they  haue 
beeneoft  condemned,  and  quite  exploded  by  the  whole 
Primitiue  Church,  both  vnder  the  Law, and  Gofpel : by 
the  vnanimous  vote  of  all  the  Fathers,  and  fundry  Coun- 
cells from  age  to  age  : by  Moderne  Diuines,  and  Chrifti- 
an  Authoursof  all  forts  : by  diuers  Heathen  States,  and 
Emperours;  and  by  whole  Grand-iuries  of  prophane 
writers,  as  well  Hiftorians,  and  Poets,  as  Philofophers  : 

(h)  as  the  Incendiaries , and  common  Nurferies  of  all  Yillany, 
and  hVickednefe ; the  bane,  and  ouerthrorv  of  all  Grace,  and 
Qoodneffe  ; the  very  foyfon,  and  corruption  of  mens  mindes, 
and  manners ; the  very  fat  all  plagues,  and  ouertures  of  thofe 
States , and  Kingdomes  W here  they  are  once  t oiler  at  ed,  as  I 
fliall  prooue  anon : Yet  wee,  we  miferable,and  gracelefle 
wretches, after  fo  many  fentences  of  condemnation  pafled 
vpon  them  : after  fo  many  Judgements  already  infiiffed 
on,and  yet  threatned  to  vs, for  them:after  fo  many  yeres, 
and  Iubilies  of  the  glorious  Gofpel-fun-inine  : (ij  Which 
teach eth  vs  to  deny  vnjrodlinejfe,  and  all  Worldly  lufts , and  to 
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godly  in  this  prefent  World, 
appearance  of  the  great  God \ k Dton^m 
yea,after  our  very  vow, and  Areopdfta. 
facred  couenant  in  Baptifme,  which  bindes  vs,  {f)  to  for-  Ecclef  puerar. 
fake  the  Deuill,  and  all  his  Worker , the  Pomps,  and  Vanities  cll-Tert*l. 
of  this  Wicked  World , and  all  the  finfull  lufls  of  the  flefi,  dcBapttfmo, 
(0  of  which  thefe  Stage-?  lajes  are  the  chiefs:  as  if  wee  Ub.'^Epifa. 
were  quite  degenerated,  not  onely  from  the  grace,  and  cjriUw  Hien u 
holinefle  cf  Chriflians ; but  euen  from  the  naturall  good-  flomitantu 
neflfe , and  moralitie  of  Pagans  in  former  Ages  ; doe  c*tef*efis  * 
now,  euen  now,  in  the  middeft  of  ail  our  feares  at  home,  yJercm^EpiH. 
and  the  miferable  deflations  of  Gods  Church  abroade ; s.,.  5 chryfifl 0 
(the  very  thoughts  of  which  (hould  caufe  our  hearts  to  hom.  6 jn 
bleed,  and  foules  ( m ) to  mourne  ; much  more  ottr  Hellifh  Colofi.ComiL 
iollitie,  And  mirth  to  ccafe : ) as  if  wee  had  made  a couenant 
with  Hell,and  fworneallcageance  to  the  Deuill  himfelfe  ; can,  $6t 
(«)  inthrall,  and  fell  our  [clues  to  thefe  Diabolicall,  and  hel-  1 Tertul.  d$ 
lift  Snter-ludes,  notwithftanding,  all  that  God,  or  man  cap.  14, 

haue  faid  agamft  them  : and  would  rather  part  with  de 

Chrift,  Religion,  God,  or  Heauen,  then  with  them.  Yea  Adtech  hb  4. 
fo  farre  are  many  mens  affedions  wedded  to  thefe  pro-  c.  1 CyHiml 
phane,  and  Heathenifh  vanities ; that  as  it  was  in  Saint  HiemfljCate- 
csfuguftines  time,  euen  fo  it  is  now  : (0)  whofoeuer  is  but  chcfaMjfldg.x 
dijp  leafed,  and  offended  With  them,  is  prefent  ly  reputed  for  a S'p[** )fy 
common  Enemie : he  that  fpeakes  againft  them,  or  comes  '197**' 
not  at  them,  is  forthwith  branded  for  a Scifmaticall,  or  Hooka  s Ec- 

cldufticall 

Policic.  lib , S cap.  64.  accordingly*  m lam  4.y,io.  n Ad  mundana  gaudta 
eorporalta  bona  multitude  procltuis  eft  : Et  quant uis  incertum  taduc umqueft  quid 
eupitur  Jtbentius  tdmcn  fufcipitur  Labor  pro  defderto  yduptatis,  quampro  amort  */r~ 
tutu.  lta  cum  innumert  funt  qui  vifibilia  cone  up  [cunt , ~ttx  inucrmn'ur  qui  tempo- 
ralibus  Atcma  t>rd?onant  Leo  de  Quadra, if  Strmo.il-  cap.  1.  o Pepuit  l and Ant 
non  confultonbui  \t  tit  tat  urn  fuarum , fed  lar git  cubit*  looluptatum.  O piper  a 1 oautuid 
frequent  entur,  y>bt  r«  qut  libuertt  potuent,  dtu  nottuque  luctatur t bib.  tttr,  yam*- 

tur,  dtffuatHr  : fdltat tones  >nd;que  concrepent : T heatra  mbanefi^  Uttttx  lrccsbus3 
atque  nmm  genere  fue  oudtltftws,  fine  turptfimx  ~\>oluptatis  exafiuent  I He  ejl pub~ 
lieu*  tnimteue  cui  hac  fa  licit  us  difplicct  Q^-tfquis  earn  mature  Vrl  auj err e rent  ant* 
nt,  eum  Itbera  multttudo  attertit  ab  aunbusy  euertit  e [dibits,  anferi  a 'viaentsbrn, 
AugulL  Dc  Ciu.  0ei.  Iib.2.  cap.20. 

B 2 fadious 


line  fiber ly  , righteoufj , and 
looking  fir  the  comming,  and 
and  our  Sauiour  lefts  Chrifl ; 
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fa&ious  Puritan  : and  if  any  one  ajfay  to  alter,  or  fupprefe 
p Tfihrl  nobit  them , he  becomes  Jo  odious  vnto  many  ; that  did  not  the  feare 
di&u,  yifai  "kW  of  punifljment  rejlraine  their  malice,  they  Would  not  onely 
tuditt*  cuyn  (come,  and  di for  ace : bptt  even  l lone , or  rent  him  all  to  pieces, 
cum  tmpudici  M a man  vnworthy  for  to  line  on  earth  ; Whereas  fuch  Who 
fta  Theatn,  further  thefe  delight / of  firne,  are  highly  magnified,  as  the 
cum  at  roc  tt  Ate  chick  contriuei  s of  the  publike  happindfe.  i here  was 
Urena,  cum  Q^ce  a time,  (p)  if  Tertulhan,  Withfome  other  ancient  Fa - 
^e  :Speflacu-  *hers,  may  bee  credited  :)  Veben  as  it  Was  the  chirfcft  badge 
Us  non  conue-  and  char  after  of  a C hr  ifhan,  to  refraine  fern  Stage-P  layes : 
nimus.  Tcrtul.  yea,  this  ( cf)  Was  one  great  crime  Which  the  pagans  didobiell 
Apolog.  adu.  againfl  the  Chriflians  in  the  Primitiue  Church  ; that  they 
^^Clcmciis came  mt  t0  £***** tydes.  But  now,  (as  if  Stage-Playes 

Alexaud.  Ora-  were  our  freed^  and  fjojptl,  or;the  trued  embleme  of  our 
tio  Exhort,  ad  Chriftian  profelHon  J thole  ace  not  worthy  of  the  name 
^ ^ * Qp  Chriflians  ; .they  mull  be  cPuntans *and  Preciflans ; not 

Proteflants,  who diflikc  them. 

- (r)  Hen  quantum  mutatus  ab  illo  ? 

Alas,  how  farre  are  Chriflians  now  degenerated ,from 
what  they  were  in  ancient  timesjwhen  as  that  which  was 
their  badge  and  honour  heretofore,is  now  become  their 
^^Thec1^*  brand  and  iliame  ? (i)  Qyfyntus  in  Chriftiano  populo  honor 
Jus^Antiochc^  Chrifti  efl,  vbi  rcligio  ignobilemjacit  ? How  little  doe  we 
xus  aduerf:  . Chriflians  honour  Chi  ifl,  when  as  the  ancient  charader, 
Autolichum  1.  and  pradicall  power,  of  Religion,  ( I rneane  the  abando- 

3.  accordingly,  ninga  anc{  renouncing  of  finne-fomenting  Stage-Playes) 

mterimarlue  ^bied:  men  vnto  the  higheft  cenfnre,  and  d if grace  ? 
foUiciti  hone  fits  % (0  Conquer ar  ? an  taccam  ? 

yoiuptattbus  This  being  the  diflolute,  and  vn happy  conftitution  of 

abfhnetrs : non  our  depraued  times,  it  put  mee  at  the  firfl  to  this  Pilem- 
fitis^non  ^om  *** ’ wither  to  fit  mute  and  filent  Rill,  and  (u)  mourne 
pis interefli *nJecre*  for  thefe  (x)  ouerjpredding  abominations , (which 
MinutiusFelix.  haue  got  fuch  head  oflate  among  vs ; that  many  who 
Oiftauius.  vifit  the  Church  fcarce  once  a weeke,  frequent  the  Play - 
. boufe  once  a day :)  or  whether  (y)  I flsould lift  vp  my  voyce 

rAEneidos  lib.2.  s Saluian.  de  Gub.  Bea.  lib.4.  pag.uo.  t Ouid  de  Ponto.  lib. 

4. EI.3.  u Ierc.13.l7.  x Z?an.9.27.  y lfayy8.r, 


Gcntes.Tati 
anusOratio 
aduerf  Graecos 
Athenagoras 
pro  Chrillia- 
nis  Legatio. 
Bibl.  Patrum. 
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l\ke%a  trumpet,  and  crse  againft  them , to  my  power  ? If  I 
fhould  bend  my  tongue,  or  pen  againft  them,  fas  I haue 
done  againft  fome  other  .firifuU,  and  Vnchriltian  vani- 
ties J my  thoughts  informed  me ; that  I might  with  the  z Lu^c  ^ ^ 
vnfortunate  T>iftiples,  (z.)  fi[h  all  night,  and  catch  in  ft  no-  a |am  ^ 6 
thing  at  the  tafi,  but  the  reproach,  and  fcorne  of  the  Hi-  b QuPenim 
ftrionicali,  and  prophaner  iort,  (a  ) tyhofe  tongues  are  fet  frecurrere pe- 
on fire  of  Hell,  againft  all  fuch  as  dare  affront  their  Hellifti 
praeftiles  *,  and  iomy  hopes  and  trauell  would  bee  vvreckt  Tccidnltlettn 
at  once : if  I fhould  on  the  other  fide,  negled  to  doe  my  de  vero  Cultu’ 
vttermoft,  to  extirpate,  or  withftand  thefe  dangerous  cap.ii. 
fpe&acles,  or  to  withdraw  fuch  perfons  from  them,  as  c Qutcum 
my  paines.  and  briefe  colle&ions  in  this  fiibied  might  P°rit  ma  um 
reclarme,  when  God  had  put  this  oportunitie  into  my  mahpottus  efi 
hand,  and  will  into  my  heart,  to  doe  it : my  Confidence  auaor,  yuam 
then  perfwaded  me  ; that  my  negligence,  and  flackeneffe  Vlt  *dfadt. 
in  this  kinde,  (b)  might  make  mee  guiltie  of  the  death  of  ail 
fuch  ignorant , and feduced  Soules,  Vrhitb  thefe  my  poore  en - 1 ‘ Iv 

deuours  might  refeue  from  thefe  chaines  of  Hell,  and  cordes  d Htbr  12.1. 
offinne  : and  (c)  interefi  me,  in  all  the  euill  Which  they  might  Et  gratia*  ago 
fupprejfe : Whereupon  I refolued  with  my  felfe  at  lift,  Deo  me°^od 
(d)  to  endure  the  crofj’e,and defpife  the  hate, and  fhame,  which 
the  publifhing  of  this  Histri  o-M  a s t i x might  tltni iicrom. 
procure  mee,  and  to  (e)  afirvage  (at  lead  in  my  (f)  ends-  Epift  59. 
Hours,  if  not  otherwife,)  thefe  inueterate,  andfrfired  vlccrs,  e Quia  anti- 
(which  may  endanger  Church,  and  State  at  once,)  by  ap-  quorum  mor- 
plying  fome  fpeedy  corro flues,  and  emplaifters  to  them,  and  tttardacura- 
ripping  vp  their  noxious,  and  infe&ious  nature  on  the  tto  eft, tamo 
publike  Theater  , in  thefe  enfuing  tsttts,  and  Sccenes:  y eloc/us  adh i~ 
-which  I thought  good  toftile,  The  Players,  or  *s4Elors  heantur  reme- 
Tragcedie ; not  fo  much  for  the  Srile,or  Method  of  it,  (for  ^eTutrl 
alas,  hrire.is  neither  (g)  Tragicke  file,  nor  Poeticall  fumy  niter  a. 

■ Leo.  dc  Refur- 

:eci.  Domini  Sermo.  i.  cap.  6.  f Eft  k oh  is  yolutjfe  Satis.  Tibullus,  lib.  4.  ad  Mef- 
faliani.  pag.  99.  Quod  ft  defieian  t y tre s , audacta  certe Laus  erit,  in  magnis  yolu- 

ijje  fat  eft  Properties  Eleg.  lib.2.  Ele»g.io.  g Nihil  hie  Tragtco , ant  Sophccleo  dig- 
num  Cothurno'.  See  Horace,  De  ArteVoetica.  Inucn.  Satyr.  6.  7.  15,  Calins  Rkod, 


Anliq.  Led  lib.  21.  cap.  to  . 
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h M tf»a  >4 
eft  -Yertt/t 
fua  contra  ho~ 
irtrtum  inge- 
Hta,  caii'tdita - 
temfolerttam, 
contratj;  fiftas 
omntum  in  ft - 
dtas  fact  l c fe 

per  feipfamde 
fendtt.  Cicero, 
pro  M.  Cclio 
Orat.pag  577. 
Or  at  to  'vertta  - 
tis  (implex  eft, 
& non  babet 
opus  multi* 
bine  in  He  tn- 
terbretattoni - 
bus,  res  enim 
ip  fa  pro  fe  dt- 
ctt : mala  aero 
can  fa  languors 
in  fefe,haiet 
opus  ac  cur  at  is 
pbarmacis : 
Eurip.  Phac- 
nilTcE.pag.i93. 
Kim.  47. 

Tides  pur  a ff 
aperta  confeft 
fto  non  cjuarit 
ftropbas  & ar- 
gument a iser- 
borum,  Quod 
(impitctter  ere- 
ditur,  / implies . 
ter  conften - 
dnm  eft. 
Hierom.  Epift. 
^3.  cap.  2. 


ltraines,  nor  rare  Inuention,  nor  Clowne,  nor  Acftor  in 
it,  butonely  bare,  and  naked  (h)  Trueth , which  needes  no 
Eloquence  ,nor  ft  r tune  of  Wit  for  toadorne,or  pleade  its  caufe:) 
as  For  the  good  effects  I hope  it  may,  and  will  produce, 
to  the  fuppre(Tion,and  extirpation ; at  leaft  the  reftraint, 
and  diminution  both  of  Piayes,  and  common  A&ors,  and 
all  thofe  feueraii  mifehieuous,  and  peftiferous  fruites  of 
Heliilh  wickedneflesthat  ifllie  From  them  : which  much 
defired  fuccefle,  and  reformation,  if  I could  but  line  to 
fee ; I thould  deeme  my  felfean  happy  man,  and  thinke 
my  labour  richly  recompenced. 


The  Argument,  Parcs,  and  Method,  of 
the  enfuing  Tr  a g is.  d i e . 

BV t not  to  fpend  more  time  in  Prologues ; I fhall  now 
addreffe  iny  FelFe  vnto  the  Argument,  or  Subieft,  of 
this  Tragicall  Difcourfe,which  is  no  more  in  briefe,then 
this  Conclufion. 

That  all  popular , and  common  Stage-Tlayes , Whether 
ffomicall.  Tragically  Satyr  icall,  Mimic  all,  or  mixt  of  either : 
( especially,  as  they  are  now  compiled , and  perfonated  among 
vs,)  are  fuch  fin  full,  hurt  full,  and  per  nit  ion*  Recreations , as 
are  altogether  vnfeemely , and  vnlawfull  vnto  Cbriftians. 

A Paradoxicall,  new,  and  ftrange  Conclufion,  or  Pro- 
bleme  vnto  many, and  yet  an  ancientjand  refolued  trueth, 
acknowledged  at  fir  ft  by  Heatherr  Emperors,  States,  and 
Writers,  yea,  and  Iewifb  Authors,  both  before,  and  after 
Chrift ; and  fince  that,ratified  by  the  concurrent  voyce, 
and  verdid  of  the  whole  Church  of  god;  ftom  age,  to  age, 
cuen  to  this  prefent  day : as  the  venerable  records  of  all 
the  Fathers ; the  irrefragable  ^ Decrees  of  fundry  (foun cells  ; 

and 
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and  the  learned  Treatises  of  diuers  Moderne  Chriftians, 
both  P rot  eft  ants,  and  Papiftf,  doe  at  large  declare ; a cato- 
logue  of  whole  names,  and  workes  (hall  bee  presented  to 
you  in  its  proper  Scsene. 

Not  to  enter  into  any  curious  diuifion,  or  enumeration 
of  fuch  Playes,  or  Enterludes,  as  were  vfuall  among  the 
Greekes,  and  Romans  : fuch  as  were  their  Ludt  firccn- 
fes  With  £hariots : their  Ludi  (jladiatori) , or  Sword- P layes : 
their  Ludt  Compitalitij  , F lor  ales , Gymnici , Lupercales , 
Megalenfes , Cere  ales,  Mart  tales , &App  ell  wares,  Confuales, 
Capitolini,  Lacjuearij , Retiarij,  T roiani,  Tlebeij,  and  the 
like : fince  (i)  diners  now  of  late, as  well  as  heretofore,haue 
diferibed  them  to  the  full,  in  fundry  Treatifes  i nor  yet 
to  fhevv  you  the  exad  differences  betweene  Comicall, 
Tragicall,  Satyricall,  or  Mimicail  Enterludes,  together 
with  their  feuerall  circumftances,  inuentions,  parts,  or 
properties,  ( delineated  likewife  by  the  marginall  Au- 
thors,) which  differ  more  in  fubftance,  then  in  forme, or 
adion,  in  which  they  necre  accord : I fhail  onely  informe 
you  of  one  moderne  difhndtion,  which  forne  haue  plea- 
fed  for  to  make  of  Stage-Playes.  (kj  Of  Stage-Play  es  (fay 
they)  there  are  two  forts:  The  one  popular,  orpubhke , ailed 
by  hired,  and profeffed  Stage-Players  : ( the  Playes  wee  haue 
now  in  hand,)  and  thefe  they  all  confeffe  to  be  abominable , 
and  vnlawfall  P of- times : The  other  Academically  managed 
onely  by  Schell ers  in  priuate  Schooles,  and  (folledges  at  fome 
certains  feafons : and  thefe  they  hold  at  leaf  Wife  tollerable, 
if  not  lave  fall,  fo  at  thefe  fixe  prouifoes.be  obferued:  (/ ) Firfi, 
that  there  bee  no  Obfccnitie,  Scurrilitie,  Prophaneneffe,  A- 
morom  Loue-toyes , JVar.tonneffe,  or  Effeminacy  mixed  With 
thefe  ‘Playes  : Secondly , that  there  b:e  no  Womans  part , no 
D alliance,  no  Lufifull,  nor  Lafciuious  Complements,  Clip- 
pings, or  Fmbracements  in  them  : Thirdly,  that  there  be  no 
mention, or  Inuocation  of  Heathen  Gods, or  Cjoddeffes  in  them: 
Fourthly , that  there  be  no  putting  on  of  Womans  apparell,  or 
any  fumptuoits , or,  cofrly  attire : Fiftly.  that  thefe  Playes  pro- 
duce no  prodigall,  or  vnneceffary  expence , either  of  money,  or 


i Godwin. 
Roman  Anti- 
quities lib.*. 
Se&.j.cap.i. 
to  14.  Alex,  ab 
Alexand.  Gen* 
Z^ierum  lib.rf, 
cap.i^.  Coel. 
Rhod.  Antiq. 
Le&.lib  8.C.7. 
8.  Lipfius  de 
Gladiatoribus. 
Mr.  North- 
brook eagainfl; 
vaine  Playes, 
5c  Enterludes. 
fol.29.  Polyd. 
Virgil  £>eln- 
uent.  Rerum. 
lib  a.cap.i}. 

14.lib.4c.14. 
k £>och  Cafe. 
Erhic  I.4.  c.  g. 
pig  307.PoIit. 
1 j.c  8. p.474. 
47  5 £>och 
Gager  in  his 
Reply  toDodt. 
Reinolds. 

Gentihs 
in  his  2,  Ep  to 
Dr.  Reinolds, 

1 Mr  North- 
brook eagainft 
vainc  Playes, 
anci  Entcr- 
1 tides.  foi.37. 
Bucerde  reg- 
no Chrifti. 
Sempiterno. 
lib  2. cap. 54. 
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f ; Sixtly,  that  they  be  not  ordinarily  > but  very  rate , 4w<^ 
ft  Id*  me  <*s4£lcd ; .and  that'  for  the  wo  ft  part  in  the  Ldtine 
tongue,  fir  vtterance,  and  learning  Jake  alone  $ «or  /<?>*  any 
game  of  money,  or  vaine-glory. 

It  all,  or  any  of  thele  conditions  faile  (as  what  Acha- 
domical!  Enterliides  faile not, either  in  all, or  moft  ?)  thefe 
very  fcholafticall  Spcdacles,  become  vnlawfull,  euen  by 
the  moft  moderate  mens  confeflion.  For  the  la  wfulneffe, 
or  Illegitimacy  of  our  Achademicall  Stage-Playes,  I (Fall 
difeufle  it  in  its  proper  place  : in  the  meane  time,  I fhall 
addreffe  my  ielfe  vnto  the  probate, of  my  precedent  Con- 
clusion : by  Reafons,  by  Authorities. 

My  Reafons  to  euince  the  vnlawfulnefle  of  Stage-Playes, 
I fhall  branch  into  thefe  fixe  feuerall  Acts. 

The  firfl,  is  drawne  from  the  Originall  Authors,  and 
Inucntors  of  them  : The  fecond,  from  thofe  Impious 
endes,  to  which  they  were  deftinated,  and  ordained  at 
the  firft  : The  third,  from  their  ordinary  Stile,  or  fub- 
ieeft  matter,  which  no  Chriftian  can  euer  iuftifie,  or  ex- 
cufe : The  fourth,  from  the  perfons  that  Ad,  and  parties 
who  frequent  the  m : The  lift,  from  the  very  forme, and 
manner  of  their  Adion,  and  thofe  feuerall  parts,  and  cir- 
cumftances  which  attend  them  : The  fixt,  from  the  per- 
il itious  effeds,  and  finfuil  fruites,  which  vfually,  if  not 
neceffarily,  and  perpetually,  iffue  from  them. 

My  Authorities  doe  marfhallthemfelues  into  feuen  fe- 
uerall Squadrons  : The  frit,  confiding  of  Scriptures : 
The  fecond,  of  the  whole  Primitiue  Church,  both  vnder 
the  Law,  and  Gofpel : The  third,  of  Councells,  and  Ca- 
nonical!, or  Papail  Conftitutions  : The  fourth,  of  the 
ancient  godly  Fathers  ; The  fift,  of  Moderne  Chriftian 
writers  of  all  forts,  as  well  Diuines*  as  others : The  fixt, 
of  Heathen  Philofophers5Orator.s,Hiftorians,and  Poets : 
The  laft,  of  the  Ads,  and  Edids  of  fundry  Chriftian, 
and  Heathen  States,  and  E in pe fours.  All  which,  accom- 
panied with  the  irrefragable,  and  plaine  defeates  of  thofe 
pretences,  which  giue  any -colourable  iuftification  to  thefe 
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Theatricall  Enterludes ; will  giuc  no  doubt  a fatall,  ifnot 
a finall  ouerihrovv,  or  Cataftrophe  to  Playes,  and  Actors, 
whofe  difmall  Tragoedie  dceth  now  begin. 


Act  vs  i.  Sc^ena  Prim  a. 


THat  popular,  and  common  Stage-Playes,  whether 
Comic  all.  Tragically  Satyr ic all,  CMimicall,  or  mixt  of 
either,  (ejpecially , as  they  are  now  compofed,  and perfbnated,) 
are  fetch  fin  fell,  hurtfitll,  and  pernicious  Recreations , as  are  al- 
together vnfeemely,  and  vnlawfiill  vnto  Chrifitans : I jfhall 
firftof  alleuidence,  and  prooue  it,  From  their  originall 
parents,  and  primary  Inuentors  ; which  were  no  other, 
but  the  very  Deuill  himFelfe  ; or  at  leaflwife.  Idolatrous, 
and  Voluptuous  Pagans,  impregnated  with  this  infernall 
ifliie  From  Hell  it  feife : trom  whence  I argue  in  the  firft 
place,  thus. 

That  which  had  its  birth,  and  primarie  conception 
from  the  very  Deuill  himfelfe,who  is  all,and  onely 
euill;  muft  nee  !es  be  Sinfull,  Pernicious,  and  alto- 
gether vnftemely,  yea.  Villa  wfull  vnto  Chriftians. 
But  Stage-Playes  had  their  birth,  and  primary  concep- 
tion, From  the  very  Deuill  himfelFe,  who  is  all,  and 
onely  euill. 

Therefore  they  muft  needes  bee  SinFull,  Pernicious, 
and  altogether  vnfeemely,  yea,  VnlawFull  vnto 
Chriftians. 

The  Minor,  (which  is  onely  liable  to  exception,)  I 
fhall  eafily  make  good ; Firft,  by  the  direfl,  and  pundu- 
all  teftimony  of  fundry  Fathers.  Clemens  Alexandrinus , 
Oratio  Sxhortatoria , ad  Gentes.  foL  8.  TertttHian  de  Spetta- 
Chlit.  cap.  5 . 7.  io.  24.  Clemens  Romanes,  (fionflttutionam 

C fpoflolerutrh 
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had  their  ori- 
ginal! from 
the  Deuill 
him  felfe, 
therefore  they 
muft  needes 
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ft  TertuHttnus 
*p*d  Latinos 
omnium  facile 
princess  tudx~ 
candus  : Qutd 
entm  hoc  Vtro 
dodtus  l quid 
in  dtutnis  at - 
que  humanis 
rehits  exerci - 
tat xus  l Nem 
pc  omnem  Pht- 
lofophiam  P$ 
cundas  Phtlo- 
fophorum  fe- 
das,  audores , 
adfertorefque 
fedarum,om- 
nefijtie  eorum 
difcxptxnas  yom- 
nem  hiflorta- 
rum  acjlttdto  - 
rum  “vane  la- 
tent mtra  qua- 
dam  mentis  ca- 
pacitate com  - 
plexus  efi. 
Vinccnti  ns 
Lerinenfis, 
Contra.  H ac- 
re fes.  cap. 24. 
b Dtaholx 
Ecciefta : Offi- 
c 'tna  fcelerum  • 
Cathedra  ptjlt 
lentixrum  c 
TertuLsdpo  og. 
& De  Spedac- 
hb. Clem.  Me  x. 
T*d<tg. Itbl- 
eap. 1 1.  Ba  fil. 
Hexaem.hom.^ 
2. 

c DeSpedac . 
$ap,  26. 


ApofiolorHm.lib.i.  c.65.66.  S.  Cyprian, De  Spettacuhs.l.  & 
8pift.l.\.  Spifi.io.  Eucratio,  Arnobius  Diffnttatio.  Aduerf. 
Gcntcs.l.j.LattantiM,De  Vero  £h Itu. c. 10. (fryr ill  of  Hicrufol. 
Catech . CMyfiag.  x.  S.  Chryfoflome,  Hem , 6.  7.  & 38.  on 
Mat.  S.  Angufrine,  cDe  Civ.it.  Dei.  lib.  1 .cap. ^2.  I.2.C.6.  to 
23.  Salttian . De  (fiub.Dei.hb.6.  pag.  20  6.  207.  (a)  All  ex- 
cellently learned  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Heathen,  and  there- 
fore, bed  able  to  determine  of  the  Originail  of  Stage- 
Playes,  efpecially,  fince  they  liued  fo  neere  vnro  their 
birth-day.)  All  thefe,  I fay,  to  whom  J might  adde : 
Pope  Innocent  the  frrfr,  Epifrclarum  Decretalium.  Epifl. 2.  ad 
ViElricinm.  cap.  1 1 . (which  you  fhall  finde  in  Surins,  £on- 
ctliorum.  Tom.  1 .pag.  529.  and  in  Grattan.  DifrinElio , 51. 
cap.  Praterea,  frequenter : ) Ludouicpu  Vines , Comment,  in 
Anguftinum,  cDe  Ciu.  Dei.  lib.j.  cap. 32.  lib.2.cap,6.  to  22. 
(foelius  Rhodigimu  Antiquarum  Le  Elton  am.  lib.  cap.j . A- 
grippa  De  Vanitate  Scientiarum.  cap.  5 9.  Ioannes  Mariana, 
Dotl.  Remolds, Gofion, with  'undry  others  in  their  Boekes , 
and  Treaties  againfl  Stage-Playes : doe  expreflely  teftifie  : 
T hat  all  Theatricall  P lay es , or  Enterlndes,  had  their  Origi- 
nal! birth  from  the  very  <rDeuill  him/elfe , Vo  ho  indented  them 
fir  his  owe  honour,  and  Worfbip,  to  dctair.e  men  captiue  by 
them , in  his  inf  email  fnares : YV  hence  they  all  condemne 
them,  as  (infull,  nurtfull,  abominable,  and  vnlawfull  plta- 
ftires  : (tiling  all  Play-hou fes  : the  (b)  Temples,  Chap- 
pels , Chair  es.  Shops,  and  Schoolesof  Satan  : and  Playes,  the 
Denils  Spectacles,  Lettures,  Sacrifices,  Recreations,  and  the 
like.  If  all  thefe  feuerall  Witncffes  then  haue  any  cre- 
dit : { as  their  teftimony  in  our  prefent  cafe,  was  neuer 
contradicted  to  my  knowledge,  by  any  Chriltian,  or  Pa- 
gan Author :)  my  Minor,  (yea,  my  Maior  likewife,) 
neede  no  farther  proofe : But  yet  to  fatisfie  vncredulous 
fpirits  in  this  point,  I (hall  here  in  the  fecond  place,  re- 
cite fome  two,  or  three  Hiftories  of  note,  and  credit, 
which  prooue  my  aflumption  to  the  full.  Memorable  to 
this  purpofe,is  that  (lory  ( c ) in  Tertullian ; who  informes 
vs  : that  a ChriJHan  Woman  in  his  time,  going  to  fee  a Stage- 
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Play  attedy  returned  from  it  pojfejfed  With  a Dcuill : Which 

Deuill  bein g interrogated  by  the  Exorcifis,  and  ChriJHans 

that  came  to  dijpoffejfe  him,  how  he  durfl  ajfault  a beleeuing 

Chriftian  in  fuch  a prefumptuo-us  manner  ? Returned  them 

this  tmfwere , With  much  boldnejfe : that  he  had  done  mofliufi- 

ly  in  ity  in  m^o  eniin  earn  inrueni : for  I found  her  in  my  owne 

Temple , negociated,  and  imployed  in  my  feruice  : Whence 

this  acute,  and  learned  Author  doeth  (as  we  alfo  from  it 

may)  conclude  : (d)  that  Playes , and  Tlay-houfes  came  d De  Spefiae. 

originally  from  the  Dentil  himfelfe,  becaufe  hee  claimes  both  cap 24.  to  2 8* 

them,  and  thofe  Who  doe  frequent  them  for  his  owne.  Adde  c 

Maximum. 1 1#- 


wee  to  this,  the  ftorie  of  one  Valefius  a Wealthy  Roman: 


Whofe  three  children  being  dcfpcrately  ficke  of  the  flague^nd  po/ydcr  Virgil, 
afterwards  recouered  byWaftsino  them  in  hote  Water,  taken  De  intent, 
from  the  Altar  of  Prolerpina  : Which  remedy,  W as  prefer i-  Rerun  1 4/.  14, 
bed  vntohim  by  an  immediate  voyce  from  his  cDeuiH-Cjods, 
after  his  earnefi  prayer  to  themyto  t ran  fate  their  fckenefes  on 
himfelfe  : thefc  infernall  Spirits , in  rccompence  of  this  their 
cure , appearing  to  thofe  recouered  Patients  in  a Dreame : com- 
manded them  to  celebrate  Tlayes  vnto  them  • W htch  Vale-  **  Dionyfius 
fius  did  Accordingly  : This  ftory  1 fhail  couple  with  that 
of  (f)  Titus  Latinus , as  fame  ; or  Tiberius  Attinius,  as  i7C  cicero 
others  (Hie  him  : to  Whom  the  great  Deuill-Cjod  I up  iter  (fa-  de  Diutnatione 
pitolinus,  vnder  the  fonfulfhip  of  Sulpitius  Camerinus,  Hb.i.  Amobiue 
& Sp.  Largius  Planus,  in  a great  mortality  both  of  men , and  *duer- 

beafls,  appeared  in  a dreame  : commanding  him , to  in  forme  Lattwum'de 
tloe  Senate ; that  the  caufe  of  this  fata  litie,  Was,  their  ncgli-  0rf^.  Err  or  is. 
gence , in  not  prouiding  him  an  expert,  and  eminent  Prefab  or  cap.%.  Mtnuti- 
in  their  /aft  Playes , that  they  celebrated  to  him : and  With  all 3 ***  Felix, 
to  enioyne  them  from  him,  to  celebrate  thefe  Playes  afrejh  vn- 
to  him , With  greater  care  and  cofl , and  then  this  Plague  ctfa'Det  itb  4, 
fhould  ccafe  : He  fuppofmg  it  to  be  a meere  dreame 3 and  fancy  cap.  2 <5.  Ludo, 
of  his  owne,  neglcfts  his  arrant ; vpon  Which  this  great  Afa-  Viuet  Not  a. 
fler-Deuill  appeares  vnto  him  the  fecond  time,  threatning  to  *”Auguft  ibtd> 
puniftj  him  for  his  precedent  negleB,  and  charging  him  to  di- 
jpatch  his  former  mejfage  to  the  Senate  : who  negleEHng  it  as  sell. 7 6.  Relate 
before,  as  being  afhamed , and  With  all  affraide , to  relate  it  to  this  ftoric. 
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fj  Qudnqudm 
dud  fane  l tier 
erat  rcltgtone 
dntmu-t : If  ere. 
cttndtu  tdmen 
xnateftaiu 
Magtftratuhm 
ttmorem 
y/c  fy  ne  t* 
crt  homtnur/t 
fro  Itidtb.  to 
abiret . Liuic. 
Rom  Hid.  1.2, 
Sect.  36. 


f Hiftona 
Anglix,Tiguri 
Ifl9-  pag. 
209.21®. 


the  Senate , * left  it  [hoy.  Id.  or 00 tie  nothing  but  his  own- priuate 
fancy:  feme  few  day es  after,  his  Sonne  Was  tt+ken  away  from 
him  by  Jodaine  death , and  a griping  ftckeaejfe  fetfed  vpon  eue- 
ry  part,  and  member  of  his  body , ;o  that  he  could  not  jo  much 
as  fttrre  one  ioynt , Without  intolerable  pamc  and  torture , 
tvhere  vpon,  by  the  advice  of  feme  of  his  ft  lends , to  Whom  he 
did  impart  thefe  dreames , hce  Was  earned  rp  out  o\  the  (\ oun - 
trey  in  a litter , into  the  Senate  houfe , where  he  delivered  his 
former  mejfage  : no  (ooner  had  he  ended  his  relation,  but  his 
Jickgnejfe  forthwith  leaues  him  ; and  riftng  t ut  of  his  bed,  he 
returnes  vnto  his  houfe  an  hcclthte  man:  ‘The  Senate  Won - 
dnng  at  it , commanded  thefe  T lay  es  to  bee  againe  renewed. 
With  double  the  former  pompe  and  coft  • and  fo  the  Teflb- 
lence  ceafed. 

Thefe  two  precedent  parai'ell  Hiftories,(the  trueth  of 
which  the  Fathers  in  the  margent  tc  Aif  e,  (doe  infallibly 
demonftrate,  the  Deuiil  himtclfe  to  bie  the  Authour  of 
thefe  Stage-Playes,  fince  he  inioynes  his  Pagan  worfliip- 
pers  to  celebrate  them  to  his  honour,  and  takes  fuch 
pleafure,and  contentment  in  thcm.To  thefe, I ilia!  annexe 
one  ftory  more,  which  though  moft  ProtcAants  rnay 
chance  to  flight,  as  a fable;  yet  ail  our  Roman  Catho- 
liques,  (who  are  much  deuoted  to  thefe  ThtatricaliSpe- 
dacles,)  will  readykiubferibe  vnto  it,  as  an  vndoubted 
trueth : and  that  as  our  rare  Hiftorian,  (f)  Mathew  Paris 
at  large  relates  it, is  briefly  this  : Saint  Dominick  t3Saint 
Julian,  and  one  ThurciliiiS  a plaine  Hujband-mw,  being  in 
the  Church  of  Saint  Maries,  about  the  middle  of  the  World , 
Where  there  Were  many  Soules  of  Saints  departed,  in  endlejfe 
*Blij[e,  others  in  Turgatory : on  a Saturnday  euening  neere 
ni$ht : (aw  acDeuill  towards  the  North  part  of  the  Churth, 
riding  po ft  towards  Hell  on  a blacky  horre.  With  many  damned 
Soules  : Saint  Dominic  ke  char  goth  this  Tdeutll  to  come  pre- 
fently  to  him  : Who  delaying  to  doe  ity  out  of  toy  fir  the  great 
bootie  of  Soules  Which  he  had  gotten.  Saint  Dominicke  takes 
a rod,  and  Whip  him  Well,  caujin^  him  to  follow  him  to  the 
North  fide  of  the  Church , Where  Soules  Were  vfually  freed ; 

Where 
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Where  the  Deuill  among  other  things  informes  him,  that  eve- 
ry Lords  day  at  night , (a  time  which  iome  men  conker ate 
and  let  apart  for  Stage- Playes,  and  inch  infcrnall  Pa{- 
times,  whereas  (g)  Saint  Paul  did  ft  end  it  all  in  preach- 
ing : ) the  Deuils  did  vfe  to  mecte  in  Hell , and  there  did  re- 
create, and  exhilarate  them] clues  (/? ) With  Stage-P Lyes  ; 
Which  Saint  Domimcke,  and  the  others  hearing , they  dc fi- 
red the  Deuill,  that  they  might  gee  along  With  him  to  Hell, 
to  fee  their  Enterludes : Who  putting  by  ThurciliuS,  pe<  flat- 
ted Saint  Dominicke,  and  Saint  lulian  to  accompany  him ; 
the  Deuill  brings  them  into  a large,  but  fmokie  houfe  towards 
the  North,  enuironed  With  three  Wals ; Where  they  fee  an  am- 
ple Theater  With  fiates  round  about  it.  Where  [undry  Deuils 
fate  in  a row  laughing , and  making  themjelmes  merry  With 
the  torments,  and Jinnes  of  the  Damned,  Whom  the  Trine e of 
the  Deuils  commanded  to  bee  brought  vpon  the  Stage,  and  to 
API  their  parts  in  order . asfndfirfl  of  all,  the  Troud  man  is 
brought  vpon  the  Theater : next  an  (t)  idle  Ncnrefident, 
Who  did  not  feede  his  Flock e,  neither  by  Life,  nor  DoPlrine : 
then  a Souldier,  Who  had  lived  by  Aiurthcr,  and  Rapine  : 
then  an  Opprejfmg,  and  'Bribe-taking  Lawyer,  Who  Was  once 
an  Officer  in  the  Kings  Exchequer,  and  did  much  eppreffe  the 
SubiePls : next  au  zAfdultcrer,  and  an  Adultercffe : then  a 
Sc  lander  er  : next  aTheife  : and  lafl  of  all,  a Sacrilegious  per - 
fon,  Who  had  violated  SanPluaries ; all  thefe  camming  in  their 
feueralt  garbes,  and  pofiures,  did  API  their  proper  parts,  and 
had feuerall  Tragic  all  tortures  infHPled  on  them  by  the  Deuils 
Afinifters,  Who  Were  likeyeife  SpeBators  of  thefe  Ludibriom 
SpePlacles,  If  then  the  Deuils  recreate  themfelues  thus 
in  Hell  with  Stage-Playes,  as  this  Hiftorian  reports  ; if 
they  thus  Proiec^and  Puruay  for  them;  they  may  be  well 
reputed  the  primary  Authors,  and  Inuentors  of  them. 

Laftly,  that  which  is  vtterly  dijp  leafing  vnto  Cjod,  and 
wholy  fraught  with  Scurrility,  Prophanneife,  Sinnt,  and 
Wickednefle  : that  which  was  at  firft  deuoted  to  the 
Deuils  immediate  worfhip,  and  cannot  any  wayes  bee 
deemed  the  inuentioh^or  producl^either  of  God  himfeife, 
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(kj)  Who  is  infinitely  holy , (l)  and  therefore , no  Pro  is  tl  or  of 
fuch  vnholy  pleafures ;)  or  of  Chriftians,  or  ciuill  Pagans  ; 

* ^Ni  'htl \*ur  e (w)  mHfi  °f  wcejjttic  he  fathered  on  the  Deuill  himfelfe, who 
ex  hontjlo  nafci  ls  the  common  leed-ploc  of  all  vncleannetfe,  and  pro- 
poteft, Laftant.  phannclfe  whatfoeuer  : But  fuch  are  Stage- P lay cs  : as 
dc  Falfa  Sapi-  (n)  hereafter  I lhall  prooue  at  large  : Therefore  they  muft 

of  neceflitie,  call  the  Deuill  Father,  and  be  reputed  as  his 
of-fpring  : fo  that  the  Affumption  of  my  former  argu- 
ment is  irrefragable. 

For  the  Maior  : That  things  which  had  their  birth, 
and  primary  conception  from  the  Deuill  himfelfe,  who 
is  all,  and  onely  euili,  muft  needes  bee  finfull,  pernicious, 
vnfeemely,  and  vnUwfull  vnto  Chriftians : I prefume, 
no  Chriftian  dares  gaine-fay  it : For  what  honeft,  pro- 
fitable, good,  or  lawfull  thing,  can  flow,  oriffue  frem 
him,  (0)  W ho  is  Vnholy  euili , ( p)  and  Walkes  about  in  an  in- 
defatigable, and  refileffe  manner , like  a roring  Lyon , feeding 
Whom  he  may  deuoure  ? (<y)  Can  a bitter  Fount  aine , fend 
foorth  fweete,  and  pleafant  ftreames  ? (r)  Or  can  a corrupt 
Tree  bring  foorth  good , and  holefome  fruite  ? (s)  tVho  can 
, bring  a cleane  thing  out  of  filthineffe  ; or  a good  thing  out 

u lohn  j1^.44  wickedneffe  ? It  is  paft  the  skill  of  any  Chymicke,  or 
x-  Math. ioti  artift  to  effect  it.  Certainely,  (/)  fuch  as  the  Mother  is, 
chap,  1 2. 43.  fuch  is  the  Daughter : (u)  that  Which  is  borne  of  the  flefts,  is 
Marke  3 30.  flefh,  and  that  Which  u borne  of  the  fpirit , is  Jpirit : Now  the 
P ! ter  2 g 5,1 4 f x )'  VeM,  it  an  vneleane,  a Wicked , a finfull , and  pernicious 
y Tacit  ad ori-  Sptr*t  •'  there  is  no  good  at  all  Within  him  : his  inuentions, 
finis macftUm,  workes,  and of-fpring,  therefore  muft  refemble  him: 
ne  bonum  ex-  (y)  they  muft  bs  euili , vneleane , pernicious , and  abominable , 

iftimes quod  himfelfe : (z)  C JVten  doe  not , men  cannot  gather  Grapes 

* {"accept™'1  °f  Thornes,  or  Figges  of  Thifiles  : fuch  as  the  ftocke  is. 
Ter tul.  Ds  fuch  muft  bee  the  fruite ; as  Scripture,  Nature,  Reafon, 
Speftac.  cap  8.  and  Experience  teach  vs.  Since  then  the  Deuill  himfelfe, 
z Math. 7.1$.  is  all,  and  onely  euili,  abominable,  polluted,  andpernici- 
IamcswV  ous  > 1 meane  *n  hisqualitie,  as  a Deuill,  (a)  not  in  his 

a ' Dtsbolt  natura  improba,  fed  opera  inland,  Ambr,  Comr  ent.  lib,  5.  in  Luc, 
4,  Tom.j, pag.  33.  K.  & 8$. 2?. 


er.tia.  cap.i  1. 
m Nihtl  Dia- 
bolt  non  eft, 
jaics/nid  Dei 
non  eft , V el  deo 
dtftltcet  Ter- 
tul.de  Spe&ac. 
cap.  2 4- 

n SeeScaenei. 

o 1 Iohn  2, 

Math  5.37. 
p I Pet.  $.8. 
lob  l .7.  c.2.2 . 
q lam  3.11,12 
r MJth.7.17, 
18.J9. 
s lob  14  4. 
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entitle,  At  a creature : thefe  Stage-Playes  (which  are  his 
proper,  and  immediate  iflue)  mull  bee  iotoo:  if  not  to  b Ephcf.i.a. 
Pagans,  (J>)  inthralled  to  his  bondage,  and  caff  mated  at  his  * c^ilHieru- 
pleafure  in  hie  Jnares : yet  at  lead  to  fuch,  as  lay  any  title  pi^cate/h™ 
to  the  name  of  Chriftians  : who  haue  vowed  in  their  Myftap.  i. 
very  Baptifmc,  and  hr  ft  admittance  into  the  Church  of  Condl.c e»- 
Chrift  : (c)  toforfake  the  dentil, and  all  his  Veorkes : of  Vehich  ftantinop.  6. 
thefe  Stage-Playes,  are  well-nigh  the  chief e : (d)  Oderie 
itaejne  Chriftiane , quorum  Autlores  non  pcterie  non  odijje  : $ rertul  De 
needes  then  mu  ft  all  Chriftians  hate  thefe  Stage-?  lay  es,  Vvhofe  spetfac.cap.ic. 
Author  they  cannot  chufe  but  hate : needes  mult  they  re-  c Qusdpeftt- 
pute  them  euill,  abominable,  and  pernicious ; {ft) yea,  a/- 
together  fuch  • fince  the  genit  or,  and  parent  of  them, is  wholly,  y„’uam  cen. 
onely,  aboayts  fuch . (f ) fan  any  good  thing  come  out  of  pf, potent 
Nazareth  l was  a queftion,  that  fincere  Nathaniel  deman-  bonum.  Atha- 
ded  once  of  Philip,  when  hee  brought  tidings  to  him  of  £afius  COIJ*!-a 
Chrift  : Can  any  good  thing  come  out  of  Hell  ? out  of 
Satan ; out  of  that  wicked,  and  vncleane  infernall  Spirit,  a Dt*boh* 

(g)  tyho  plots  the  ruine  of  mens  Soules,  and  nothing  elfe  ? is  omnem  homt- 
the  demand  I make  to  fuch  who  are  inamoured^with  nemf£omnem 
thefe  Stage-Playes.  Alas,what  Chriftian,or  Pagan  heart,  &*[**!**%* 
can  fo  much  as  once  conceiue ; (h)  that  the profefjed  enemte  yuitp0  -m$au 
of  mankinde,  of  God,  of  goodneflfe  : the  fountaine  of  all  6cuh  perderet, 
finne,  and  wickedneflb : the  very  fincke,  and  center  of  ail  deieret,  inter- 
vncleannefle,  fhould  be  the  Author, Propagator,  or  Con-  ficerefa  fiper- 
tnuerof  anyreall  good:  of  any  thing  that  furthersthe  mtnfretur> 
happmefle,  or  well-rare  of  the  fonnes  of  men  ? W as  it  luntatemini- 
euer  knowne  fince  the  world  was  framed ; that  this  one-  ejuitatu  fua 
ly  Author  of  all  euill,  was  the  caufe  of  any  good  ? of  any  poteflatem  ha- 
inuention  that  might  benefit  the  Bodies,  or  Soules  of 
men,  or  further  their  Temporall,  or  Eternall  well-fare  ? xom.i.fol!* 
Oh  no : the  experience  of  all  ages,  all  men,  all  Chriftians  13,  d. 
prooues  it : For  though  the  Deuill  may  fometimes  com-  h Dtabolu*  eft 
mend  fome  Teeming  good  vnto  vs  : yet  (i)  latet  anguis  in  humani^ine- 
herba : there  is  alwayes  poyfon,  in  his  beft,  and  fweetefl  ^cg^Mag’ m 

7.  Pfal.  Paenitenrialcs.  fol.5^3..  H.  1 Pet.?. 8.  Mat.13.39.  Ambrof.  de  Paradifo.c.i2» 
1 Virgil  Eclog.  3.^.9, 

Potions ; 
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Potions : there  is  a Soule-intangling  fnarc,  in  all  his  in- 
uentions : a dangerous,  and  ineuitablc  hooke  in  all  his 
baites:  all  his  workes,contriuances,and  delights, , 'tobat 
ever  glittering  ottt-fide,  or  Home  tafls,  they  feeme  to  haue  • 
are  hut  fo  many  (7 ) trappes,  and poyfons , to  captivate,  and  in~ 
danger  Soules : they  are  all  abominable,  and  pernicious, 
like  himfelfe  : and  {o  are  Stage-Playes  too,  as  well  as 
others  : O then  let  this  conuince  them  to  bee  vnlawfull, 
vnfeemely,  and  pernicious  vanities  : (as  the  fore-quoted 
Fathers,  and  Authors  in  the  Minor  haue  deemed  them 
for  this  very  reafon ; ) and  now  at  laft  perfwade  all  Chri- 
ftians,all  Pagans,  (vnlefTe  they  will  fweare  homage  to  the 
Deuill,  and  renounce  the  feruice,  and  protection  of  the 
Lining,  onely  God ;)  for  euer  to  abominate  them,  as  the 
very  produ^  of  Satan,  and  the  broode  of  H ell . 

det , yt  noerat : illicit,  > t occtdat . Cypr.  De  Hab.  Virginum.  Diabolus  non  dtligh 
fi'iosfwsy  fcd odity  <jutd  non  amdt  nifi  vt pertUt . Ambrofe.  Scrmo.  44. 


k Immundi 
(J’triruo  turns 
metis  co  utrd 
nos  frAudibrts 
A.crtftt , cum 
fu. litre  nobis 
tmepst  ne^ue- 
uvr,  ed  fnb 
'virttst  /m  fjte 
cie  no  (Iris  ob 
tut sb  11s  expo- 
nunt ' G r?y. 
Mag.  Moral. 
I1b.39.fap  28. 

1 Diibolus 
blandttur , vt 
fdUdt\  arrt~ 
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Argument  2. 
Stage-Playes 
were  inuen- 
ted,  and  pra- 
ftifed  by  In- 
fidels, and  Pa- 
ganSj  who 
were  the  .De- 
rails inftru- 
ments;  there- 


BVt  admit,  that  the  Deuill  himfelfe  were  not  the  im- 
mediate forger,  and  parent  of  thefe  Theatricall  En- 
terludes,  which  no  man  can  dilprooue  by  any  Orthodox 
recordes : yet  this  muft  needes  be  granted  : that  Idola- 
trous Infidels,  and  the  deboifeft  Pagans,  were  the  firft 
Aclors,  and  Contriuers  of  them, and  that  by  the  (m)  very 
Inflinft,  and  Tutorfbtp  of  the  Tfeuill,  whofe  inftruments 
they  were  ; and  this  alone  doeth  brand  them  for  euill,and 


fo  e they  muft  needts  bee  ilnfull,  and  abominable,  m Pagard  ift*  docente  Dt- 
dbolo  ddinxenerunt . Concil.  Arel itenfe.  3.  Surius  Condi.  Tom.  3.  pag.  727.  Af 
fldtu  Dt  aboh  tradimt  if  a mortem  djfermntyfidem  euer  tun  fs  Clemens  Rom. 
Conftit.  Apoftol . lib,* . cap.  6 5 

vnlawfull 


Pa  rt.  i . 
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vnlawfull  pleafures,  which  Chriftians  may  not  pra&ifc ; 

as  this  fecond  Argument  will  cleerely  euidence. 

That  which  had  its  rife,  its  pedigree,  and  being  from 

Idolatrous  Infidels;  and  the  Deboifeft  Pagans,  n Dipnof.u* 

(who  were  the  Deuils  agents  in  this  feruice:)  muft  cap.  i.  Horace 

needes  bee  finfull,  vnlawfull,  vnfeemely,  and  per-  dcAitcPoe- 

nicious ; at  leaf!  wife  vnto  Chriftians.  v^gii  de  fa- 

But  Stage-Play es,  if  wee  take  them  in  their  very  beft  Reruns' 

conception,  had  their  rife,  their  pedigree,  and  lib  i.cap.io. 

being,  from  Idolatrous  Infidels  , and  the  Deboif-  Alex.  Sardis. 

eft  Paeans,  who  were  the  Deuils  Factors  in  this  dc  Rerum  in- 
r • uentor.hb.i.o. 


feruice. 


41,42,  Thea- 


Therefore  they  muft  needes  be  finfull,  vnlawfull,  and  trum  vitae  hu= 
pernicious ; at  leafl  wife  vnto  Chriftians.  ma»te.  lib.  i. 

For  the  Maior,  I (hall  clearely  euidence  it,  by  Authen-  Pag-7s>7£ 
tique  Recordes ; which  though  they  fome what  vary  in  °uld-Fafto~ 
the  particular  perfons,  yet  they  aliconcurre  in  this  : that  Lu<j  yjucs 
Pagans,  and  Infidels,  were  the  firft  contriuersof  thefe  Comment  in 
Stage-Playes.  ( n ) Athenseus,  Voith  others , informes  vs  : Aug.  deCiu. 
that  the  ^Athenians  Were  the  primary  compofers  of  Comi - Dci.l.2.cap.g. 
call  Enter  lades,  in  imitation  ofthofe  drunken  Hufband-men, 

Vo  ho  Sacrificed,  and  made  Playes  to  Bacch  US,the  God  of  their  Hallicar- 

Vineyards : * Plutarch  relates, that  (fame dies, and T ragoedies,  naf.  Antiq, 
tooke  their  Origin  all  from  Homer  : (o')  Clemens  ^A lex  an-  Romanorura, 


drinrn  records  : that  one  Thejpis  : (p)  Quintilian,  that  ^7*  caP,9> 
ALfchylus,  U’  as  the  firft  Vo  ho  brought  Tragoedies  to  light . 

Who  euer  he  was, that  firft  inuented  thefe  Playes  among  p orat. 


the  Grecians  ; yet  all  concurre,  that  the  Romans  (who  lib.i.cap.  i. 
asitfeemes,  (q)deriued  them  from  the  Cjreekes ,)  did  firft  H Hionyf. 
imbrace  them  vpon  this  occafion.  (r)  when  asthereVoaa  ^ntiq^lTom 

lib.7.cap.9.’Ludcu  Viues  Comment,  in  Auguft.  De  Ciu.  £>ei  1.2.  c.8.  Accordingly, 
r Liuie.  Hill- lib.  7.  Sed.  2.  Pint  Queft.  Rom.  lib.  Quell.  107.  Fertul.  de  Spedac. 
cap.  3.  to  8 . Valerius  Maximus,  lib.  2.  cap.  4.  Sed.  4.  Macro'bius  Saturn,  lib.  3.  cap. 
14  Hi  emus  deMor,  Gentium,  lib.  3.  cap.  8.  Au'guft.  deCiui  Pci  Jib.  2.  cap.  8.  & 
Ludou.  Vines  lb.  Oroftus.  Hid.  lib.  j.  cap.4.  Ccel.  Rhod.  Antiq.  Lccl  1.8.c.7#Polyd, 
Virgil. idc  Rerum.  Inuent,  lib  3.  cap.  13 . Alexander  Sardis,  de  Rcrum.  Inucnt.  lib.r. 
Godwins  Roman  Antiquities,  lib.  2.  Sed  3.  caP  1 L Alex,  ab  Alcxand.  Gen.  Dierum., 
lib.  6 . cap.  19, 

CD 


a great 


IS 
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$ Liuie  Hift.  a great  Tlague  in  Rome,  which  could  not  be  afwaged  by  any 
Rom.  lib.  7.  Divine,  or  humane  helpes,  the  Romanes  to  appeajt  the  Wrath 
Se£t*.  Alex.  0s enraved  cDeuill-oods,  Cent  into  Tufcanie  for  Stave- 
rum  Imient.  • among  Whom,  one  Hlfter,  being  more  eminent , and 

lib. 1.  pag.41.  expert  then  the  reft,  as  mo  ft  : or  the  z/. Etrurian  Word  Hifter . 
to  4 6.  Horat.  Which  ftgnifieth  a 1^1  ay,  as  others  : gave  the  name  of  Hiftrio, 
de  Arte  Poe-  which  denominates  an  csIHor,  or  T layer,  to  all  fucceeding 
wlns^Romaf  Stage-Players  : How  Stage-Playes,  which  were  more 
a ntiq.Iib.2.  rude,  and  plaine  at  firft,  came  to  be  more  refined,  and  in- 
Se£l  .3  c 1 3. 14.  larged  afterwards,  Ifhall  referreyon,  pothefe  marginall 
t Tot  a pars  (s')  Authors,  Which  Will  at  large  infer  me  you : onely  this  I 
hubtanarum  fay  jn  briefe ; that  both  the  inception,  and  grouth 

’aulndlfom  Stage-Playes,  by  the  confent  of  all  Recordes,was  from 
y,t**ecefari-  Idolatrous  Irjfidels,and  voluptuous  Pagans, whofc  way es, 
um  proficient,  and  workes,  we  Chriftians  mull  not  follow. 
neefuaouam  eft  por  fa  Maior,I  willingly  acknowledge ; that  (V)  thofe 

*m(ntions  of  Infidels,  and  Pagans,  Which  may  further  (feds 
vuTnliTfltx  glor)'  6r  f be  good  of  men  : as  CMuftcke,  Toetrie,Hufbandry , 
eft  tntMenda,  Navigation,  ^Archite Bure,  Letters,  Writing,  and  the  like  : 
memoria^ue  are  lawfull  vnto  Chriftians ; becaufe  they  iffite  from  thofe 
teunenda  ^ common  gifts.  Which  Cjod  himfelfe  implanted  in  them  : but 
a rteshuiuf  **  f0r  *^etr  noxious,  iwprofitable,  and  vaine  productions, 

modi  yel  nu  - Which  difoonour  God ; Which  preiudice  mens  Soules, and  Were 

gator  1 a,  yel  deftinated  at  fir  ft  to  finfull  endes,  (which  is  the  cafe  of 

noxiafuperfti  Stage-Playes  : ) thefe  Chriftians  mu  ft  auoyde  : if  for  no 
trow*;  ex  yea  othet  reafon,  yet  for  this  one  alone  : that  the  Heathen 

“roTJtLThT-  Gentiles  were  the  Authors,  fomentors,  and  frequenters 
minum  ffi  a*-  o f them.  Hence  God  himfelfe  doeth  charge  the  Ifrae- 
monum,  quaf  lites  (u)  That  When  they  Were  pojfejfed  of  the  Land  of  (fa- 
pad  a tnfidclu  naan,  they  fhould  beware,  that  they  committed  not  any  of  thofe 
abominable  cuftomes,  Which  Were  committed  before  them,  by 
Cfuta,  Cpemtus  f^e  CmnrJttes  : f^at  f^ey  fhould  not  defile  themfelues  therein, 
fHnt  repudi - but  take  heede,  left  they  Were  taken  in  a fnare  after  them,  left 

and  a Chrtftt-  they  fhould  atke  after  their  (fiods , flying : how  did  thofe  Na- 
^ *i°ns  fane  their  Cjods,  that  1 might  doe.fo  likewife  : Hence 

Chriftiana.  l.i.eap.23,24,25,2^. Tertul.  dc  Corona  Militis. cap.  6.y . Goifons  Con- 
futation ©fPlayes.  A&.i.  accordingly,  u Lcuit-tS^®.^01^12*2^0- 

Chrift 
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Chrift  himfelfe  cnioynes  all  Chriftians,  (ft)  not  to  vfe  x Mat. 6.7,8. 
vaine  repetitions  ft hen  they  pray,  as  the  Heathen  dee,  ft  ho  3rSl* 
think*  to  he  heard,  for  their  much  bablmg  : be  ye  not  therefore 
(faith  hee)  likevnto  them  : Not  to  take  thought,  'ft hat 'ft ee 
/hall  eate,  or  ft  hat  ft  e Jballdrinke,  or  ft  herewith  fte  {hall  hee 
do  at  heel : and  what  is  his  reafon  ? For  after  all  thefe  things 
doe  the  Gentiles feeke : Hence  Saint  'Eanl  doeth  exhort  the 
Thejfalonians,  (y)  to  po/fe/fe  their  vejfels  in  holinejfe,  and  y I Thcf.4.4. 
honour ; not  in  the  luft  of  concupifcence , as  the  Gentiles  doe : 

Hence  Saint  Veter  informes  vs : ( *)  that  the  time  pafi  of  z r Pet.4.3, 
our  lines , may  fn/fee  vs  to  hane  ftronght  the  ft  ill  of  the  Gen- 
tiles: Hence  Saint  Vaul  exhorts  the  Ephefians,  (a)  that  a Ephef4.i7, 
they  Jhonld  not  hence foorth,  ftalke  as  other  Gentiles  in  the  *8, 19.  cap.zj, 
vanities  of  their  mindes,  in  Lafciuioujhejfe,  and  all  Vncleane - 
nejfe : Hence  the  Prophet  Ieremie,  /peaces  thus  vnto  the 
houfeof  Ifrael : (b)  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  learnenot  the  ft  ay  b Ier.io,r,i,f 
of  the  Heathen,  and  be  not  difmayed  at  the  [ignes  of  Heauen , 
marke  his  reafon  : for  the  Heathen  arc  difmayed,  at  them. 

Hence  God  himfelfe,  doeth  (c)  oft  times  in  the  Scriptures,  c a Rings  17. 
reprooue,  and  blame  the  Ifraelites,  Manaffeh,  and  others,  and  I5*  z Chro.33. 
likewife  threaten  Judgements  again (l  them,  for  going  after  the  p^j  ** 
Heathen,  that  ft  ere  round  about  th  sm  : for  running  after  their  Ezech.11.12 
vanities,  cufiomes , fajhions , and  abominations , concerning  Chap  20.3  s. 
fthom  the  Lord  had  [aid,  that  they  Should  not  doe  like  them,  Chap.23.30. 
nor  learne  their  ft orkes : Hence  is  it,  (d)  that  Cjod  reputed  ^ 
the  defire  of  a King,  fthich  in  it  felfe  is  lawfully  hainorn  finne  6 ? 
in  the  Ifiaelites,.  becaufe  it  iflfucd  from  an  apffh  imitation  chap.  12.17, 
of  other  people : that  they  alfo  in  this  refpett,  might  be  like  18,19. 
all  other  Nations  : and  hence,  (e)did  hee  threaten  tovifit,  c Zeph.x.8, 
not  onelythe  inferiour  ranke  of  the  Ifraelites;  buteuen  l(zy$.i7, 
the  Children,  and  Courteours  of  their  Kings,  for  ft  earing  t0  2 5* 
firange  Apparell,  and  taking  vp  thegarbes,andfa{hions, 
of  thofe  Pagans  which  bordered  round  about  them.  If 
then  it  bee  vnlawfnll  to  imitate,  not  onely  the  abominati- 
ons, rites,  and  ceremonies  : but  euen  the  prayers,  cares, 
and  feare  : the  gouernment,  and  ftrange  Apparell,  of  In- 
fidels, and  Pagans,  as  all  thefe  Scriptures  ftrongly  eui- 
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dence : much  more  mufl  it  bee  vile,  and  finfull,  to  trace 
their  foote-fleps,  inpradhing,  approouing,and  frequen- 
ting, their  Hilirionicall  Stage-inucntions , wliich  haue 
no  good,  nor  profit  in  them.  How  chary,  andfeardull 
the  Saints  of  God  in  former  ages  were,  oi:  admitting  the 
leftiuities,  Cu homes , Ceremonies,  Keliques,  or  In- 
uentions  of  IdoiatrousPagans  ; how  ready  they  were  to 
difauow  them ; may  apptare  by  lundry  lnilances,  that 
are  Parallell  with  Stage-Piayes.  (f ) Tertullian,  condtmnes 
the  bearing  of  a Laurell  (ftrowne,  or  flowrie  (far  land  byWay 
of  Triumph,  in  a Chriftian  Souldi:r ; bccavfe  thofc  Crownesp 
and  (ft ar  lands  ,W  ere  fir  ft  indented  by  the  Dentil, and  ( g)  Worne 
by  h t4  Minions,  to  hie  honour,  (h)  T he  Comccll  of  ZAf ricks, 
(ftanon  2 7.  Prohibits  Chriftians  to  make  Feafts,  or  (JMorrice- 
daunces,  on  the  Birth-dayes  of  CMartyres,  becaufe  fuch  Fed - 
fting , and  Damicing,  (i)  had  their  Origin  all  from  (fteutilift 
me.  (kft)  The  Councell  of  <Mncyra,  or  Engury,  Canon  21. 
expofeth  all  Chriftians  to  five  y ceres  penance,  Who  [hall  obferve 
any  Trophefies,  Dreames,  ‘Divinations , or  Fortune-tellers, 
after  the  cuftomes  of  the  (ft entiles,  or  ftjGuld  entertains  /fitch 
D miners,  or  South- foyers  in  their  heufes.  ft)  The  fccond 
(ftouncell  of  Towers,  (ft anon  23.  The  (ftouncell  of  A nti  fyo do- 
ram,  Canon  1 . Saint  oAugufiinc,  De  Rellttud.  Cathol. 
(ftonuerfationis . Tratl.  Tom. 9,  pag.  1448.  (?»)  Saint 
brofe.  Oration . 1 1 . (ftratian,  (an (a.  26.  Sfifft.  7.  condemns 
the  obfteruation  of  Newy  ceres- day , and  the  fending  of  Neyp- 
yeeres-gifts,  at  a finne,  threatmng  Excommunication , both 
from  the  Church,  ana  Sacraments,to  fuch  Who  foould  obferue 
it becaufe  they  Were  but  the  Reliques,  and  Obferuations  of 
Pagans,  fn)  Who  Confecrated  this  day, to  the  honour  of  Janus 
their  Dentil-God , and  fent  reciprocal  Newyeeres-gifts  to 
their  friends  vpon  it.  (o)  The  firft  Councell  of  Braga , Ca- 
non 29.  Prohibits  all  fuch , Who  are  ordained  Readers  in 
the  Church,  to  ftng  in  a Secular  habit,  or  to  give  oner  their 
degree,  after  the  manner  of  the  (ft entile s : (p)The  French 
Synod  Pope  Zacharic,  in  the  yeere  742.  enioynedaR 
'Bifbops,  to  give  all  diligence  to  inhibit,  and  keeps  backs  Chri-, 

ftians , 
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fiians , from  all  the  Rehques  of  Paganifme,  and  G \ nttlifme  ; 

^ Pageants,  Southfayings,  Diuimtions,  Lot-fortunes , Sacri- 
fices to  Saints , and  (JMar  tyres,  neere  to  Churches,  after- a 
rPagan  manner ; Sacrilegious  fires,  called  Nedfire,  or  'Bone- 
fires,  With  all  other  Heathenifh  Obferuations , and  Ceremo- 
nies; becaufe  they  are  vnbefeemingChriflians.  (cfThc  Ca-  qSuriusToni 
nons  of  the  Greekes  Synods , collected  by  eJAiartin,  Tiftjop  of  ^ Pag-7  57 -^B. 
rBraga,Can.y\,yi,'-]2>,yi\q^.  Prohibit  the  enter  tainement  of  Q^n-  ^ 

Southfayers,  Fortune-tellers,  and  Diuiners,  into  Chriftians 
houfes,  after  the  cufiome  of  the  Pagans,  either  to  exfell  fome 
euill  out  of  them,  or  to  purge  them  by  fome  'Fagan  Spelles, 
vndcrfiue  yeeres pennance.  Yea,  they  lay  exprelTdy  : that  ^ ^ec  ^r*° 
it  u vnlawfull  for  C hr i fiians,  to  retaine  the  traditions  of  the  ^aufa 
Cj  entiles,  in  (r)  obferuing  the  courfe  of  the  Elements,  Moone,  5a  Aug, 

or  Starr es , or  the  vaine  fallacies  of  Signes ; in  building  Dc  Reftitud. 
Houfes,  in  fowing  Come,  in  planting  Trees,  or  folemnHing  Pathol.  Coi> 
Marriages : that  it  u vnlawfull  to  obferuc  (falends,  or  to  ad-  ^ 1 *At‘  T r^‘ 
ditl  thcmfelues  to  Heathenifh  Fe  aft  in  alls,  and  Delights  • or  to  x 
deck?  vp  their  Houfes  With  Laur ell,  (s)  Tuie,  and  greene  Accordingly* 
boughes,  (as  vve  vfe  to  doe  in  the  Chriftmas  leafon  :)  be-  s Hedera  eft 
caufe  all  this  obferuation  is  defended  of  Paganifme  : and  that  _ 

C hr  i fiians  may  not  obferue,  or  vfe  any  Spelles,  or  Ceremonies,  paftdmai  ^ 
in  gathering  medicinall  Hearbes,  or  in  their  lantfices ; becaufe  iib.^.pa^  *57. 
the  Heathens  did  obferue  them.  ( t)  The  fourth  (fcnncell  of  t SuriusVom. 
(farthage,  (fanon  \ 6.  together  '1 frith  Saint  Hierome,  Epifi.  22.  1 • Pa3  5 1 3 • 
cap.  13.  Prohibit  ChriftianTifbops,  to  read  the  Bockes  of  ^lrra”za- 
the  Gentiles.  («)  The  fiuncell  of  Laodtcea,  fanon  37.39.  u°s/rius.Tom 
The  Qonncell  ef  zAncyr a,  (fanon  5,6,7.  Saint  oslmbrofe  i.pag.  457. 
Or  at.  3.  Tertullian  De  Spellaculis.  lib.  With  fundry  others  *94>  2 95. 
informe  vs : that  it  is  a great  finne  to  obferue  the  Feafiiualls,  x ^om 

or  Solemnities  of  Paeans ; to  be  prefent  With  them  at  their  2‘Pa&\*C53  A< 
reaps-,  to  retaine  their  Feafhuall- gifts 5 or  to  communicate  See  Auouft. 
With  them  in  their  (feremonies,  Which  are  not  of  Cjod:  Whence  Be  Reft.  Ca- 
they  prohibit  Chri fiians  from  them,  vnder  paine  of  £xcom-  thol.Conucrf. 
mnnication,  and  rtvo  yeeres  Ptnance.  (x)  The  fixt  Counccd  rrJ<^'  "rcm-9 * 
of  Confiantm&ple,  Canon  96.  Excommunicates  all  fuch  as  ^4g!,p,I44/a 
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(ball  fweare  the  Oathes  of  the  Gentiles : Yea,  the  fame  ge- 
neral! (founcell,  Canon  62 . difanulles , and  condemns  the  ob- 
fer u at  ion  of  the  (y)  Calends,  And  Winter  votes : all  meetings , 
on  the  firft  of  CMarch ; *11  publil^e  Dauncing  of  Women : all 
{-Mumming* , Damcings,  S pones,  and  Ceremonies , Vo  hie  h 
might  pro noke  Laughter,  vnder  the  name  of  Bacchus,  or  any 
ether , Which  Was  falfely  named  a God  among  the  Grecians  : 
infixing  Excommunication , and  D op  of  tv  on  on  thefe  that 
Jbould  from  thence  obfer  tie  them,  becaufe  they  Vo  ere  the  Im - 
poflures  of  Satan,  and  the  Sport es , and  Vanities  of  the  Hea- 
then: Tea,  Canon  65.  It  prohibits  the  making  of  (z.)  *B one- 
fires  on  Neve-moones,  before  the  Hon fes,  or  Shops  of  Chrijh- 
ans  • together  With  all  shipping,  iefiing,  and  fooling  about 
them,  after  the  Ancient  cuflome,  vnder  the  forefaid penaltie ; 
as  being  a Pagan  praBife,  condemned  in  Manaffeh  : in  the 
2 Chro.  33.2.5,6.  And  (fan.  70.  it  informes  vs : that  Chri - 
ftians  tyho  are  taught  the  Lavoes  of  God,  ought  not  to  vfe  the 
manners,  Tumblings,  Tlayes,  andVefiments  of  the  Grecian 
Infidels . (a)  Saint  Tafil,  and{b)  Saint  Mugufline,  con - 
demne  the  ‘Drinking,  and  Pledging  of  Healthes,  from  this 
very  ground ; that  they  Were  the  inuention  of  the  Deuitl,  and 
the  obfer  nations,  or  rcliques  of  Infidels,  and  Pagans  : Cle- 
mens Romania,  Conflit . sMpoflol,  lib.  2.  cap.  66.  (c)  The 
third  (founcell  of  Arles : The  third  (founcell  of  Toledo,  (anon 
23 . Nazienz.en.  Oratio.  48.  p.  796,797.  Cyrilhu.  Hierufol. 
Catech.  My  flag.  1.  with  fundry  other  Councells,  and  Fa- 
thers, which  1 might  enumerate,  prohibit,  and  condemne 
all  lafeiuions  Dauncing,  all  feurri lotas  Songs , and  lefts,  With 
fundry  other  Sportes,  and  Merriments,  becaufe  they  Were  the 
Recreations,  Ceremonies , and  Inuentions  of  Heathen  men . 
T he  (founcell  of  Eleberis,  Canon  34. 3 7.  The  fecond  (founcell 
of  Arles , Canon  23.  Tertullian  in  hts  Mpilogif  again fl  the 
Gentiles : and  his  'Books  againfl  Idolatrie.  LaBantius  De 
vero  (fultu.lib.6.  cap.  2.  Cyrillus  H ior  u folom  it  antes . Catech. 
Myflagogica  1.  together  with  Ormerod  in  his  Tagano-Pa- 
pifmus.  Semblance  37.  123,  124,  125.  Condemne  the  bur- 
ning 
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ningof  Tapers  in  Church-yttrdcs,  or  Churches,  (d)  efyccially  j SceNazi- 
in  the  day-time, as  the  Paptfis  doe)  vpon  the  felfe-fame  reajon : cnz  . n.  Oratio. 
euen  hecaufe  the  Tagans praElifid it : as  it  cuident  by  Baruch  ♦*  PsS-75°- 
6.19.  by  Pittite.  Nat.  Hifi.  lib.  16.  cap.37.  Suetonij  Celig.  „“cVig?Un. 
cap.  13.  Virgil . sALneid.  lib.  1 1 . p.  353.  Copa.  p.  510.^  tjum  c<1p.2  3. 
Tatianus  Oratio  aduerf.  Cjracos.  And  yet  the  Papilfs  are  Nazicnzen 
not  afhamed  for  to  vie  them  : Saint  Hicrome , and  Theo-  Oratio  in  ^ 
doret , in  their  Commentaries,  and  Interpret  at  torn  on£z*cch. 

44.20.  Which  inioyne  the  Priefis,  not  to  jhaue  their  heads,  mj  A).0jng# 
but  onely  to  poll  them  • make  the  ground  of  this  lntUn£lion,the  Auguft.  Dc 
praSHfe  of  the  Idolatrous  Priefis  of  Ifis  d Serapis , (0)  Who  T cmpore. 

did  vfe  to  Jhaue  their  crovene,  and  beards, and  make  bald  their 
heads.  Yet  notwithftanding,  this  exprtffe  command  of  Art  5 2. 
God  himfelfe,  which  is  like  wife  feconded  by  Ltuit.  1 p.  Eli^t- 

27.  and  21.5 . (f)  All  Popijh  Priefis,  and  Friers,  doe  Jhaue  Uih.  I mundl- 
their  heads , and  beards,  in  imitation  of  thefe,  and  other  s- Iiuur"^' 

Idolatrous  (g)  Priefis,  and  Nations ; yea*  they  doe  (h)  in-  u^ijs  Con- 

ioyne  this  Tonfure  to  them  by  fundry  Councells,  and  ‘Decrees : yf  rcnce  with 
for  which  notonely  (i)  Trotefiants,  but  euen  their  owne  Hart  cap.. 8. 

Diuifion  4. 

pag.  5 n,  513-  492  494? 49?-  Homely  againft  the  perill  of  Idolatric  3.  part  pag.75* 
Polyd.  Virgil.  De  Inuent.  Rerum.  lib.  2.  cap.  23.  lib.  6.  cap,  12.  e Baruch  6.  31. 
Apulcius  Aurei.  Afini  lib.  11.  iLlij  Lamprid.  Comniodus.  pag.  88.  AElij  Spartiani. 
Pefcennius.  pag.  137.  Hcrodoti.  Euterpe.  Se&  45.  pag.102.  Diodorus.  Siculus.  BibL 
Hift.  SccV.83,84.  Boemus  De  Mcribus  Gent.  lib. t . cap.$,p.34.  Plutarch  De  Ifidc  Sc 
Ofiride.  lib.  Mor.  Tom.  2.  pag.  13 1.  Alex,  ab  Alex.  Gen.  Dkrum.  lib.  6.  cap.  12.  fol. 
349*  Polyd.  Virgil.  De  Inuent.  Rerum.  lib.4.  c.  8.  Ormerod.  Paganopapifoius  Sem- 
blance., 99-  Ainfwortb,  011  Lcuit.  19.27.  and  21.5.  Muaftcr.  Cofmog.  lib. 3.  cap.38. 
pag.  731 1.  Accordingly,  f GotardusHiftor.  Indias.  pag.  307.  Guagninus  Reium 
Polon.  pag.  305*.  Erafmus  Moriae  Encomium,  pag.  3 ©1.  Polyd.  Virgil,  De  Inuent. 
Rernm.  lib.  4.  cap.  8.  g Busbequius.  Epift.  Ecdef.  Ep.  4.  pag.  277.  Boemus 
De  Mor.  Gent.  lib.  i.eap.  6. pag.  53.  Zenophon,  Hiftor. Graecje.  lib.  1.  pag.  449. 
Acofta. Indian.  Hiftcr.  lib.  f.  cap. 16.  pag. 373.  Orofius^  Hiftor.  lib-  4.  cap.  20.  pag. 
22  5.  Guagninus,  Rerum  Polon.  Tom.  3.  pag.  444*  Lerius,  Dc  Nauigat.  in  BrafiL 
cap,  8.  h Concil.  Toletanum.  4.  Canon.  40.  Aquifgrancnfe  Cancil.  Sub.  Luck 
Pio.cap.i,  Concil.  Rom. Sub.  Greg.  2.  Can.  17.  Lateian.Sub.  Innocent.  3.  part.28» 
cap  4 Atathenfe.Can.20.  Capit.  Grsecar.  Synod.  Cajn.^^.Lateranenfc.Sub.  Leone. 
Vo.  SelT.9.  Sur.Tom  4 pag,633.^.  Gratian.  Diftinc.33,  i BB.  Babbingtons  Notes 
on  Leuit.19.  Sed.14.  D. Remolds  Conference  with  Harr.cap.4.  Diuif8.pag.494, 495. 
Willets  Synop.p.353,3^4.  Ormerod.  Pagano-Papif.Sembla  99.  Ainfw-Ca’u  Lauatu’ 
and  moft  other  Proteftant  Commentators onLaiitiip.ay.cap.jj.j.  & Eezc.44.20. 
(i)Poptfs 
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^ Iohn  Vale- 
rian. De  Sa- 
cerdotum  Bar- 
bis.  lib.  E af- 
mus  Morix 
Encomium. 

PAS-  3or- 
Polyd  Virgil. 
Delnumt  re- 
rum  lib.  4 
cap.S.Agrippa. 
Dc  Van.  Sci 
cnt.  cap.  6 z. 

I See  Clem. 
Alexa.  PaecUg. 
lib.  3. cap  3. 

Sc  11.  Clem. 
Romanus 
Conftit.  Apoft 
lib.  1.  cap.  4. 
LorinusCom. 
in  Lciiit.i9. 

Z7,  whovtter- 
\y  condemne 
the  {bailing 
of  mens 
beards. 

m See  Condi, 
Eliberinum. 
Can  5 5. 
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(k)  cPopi(h  Writers  doe  condemns  them , as  Heathenijh , and 
abfvrd ; Pope  esfnicettu  Wm  the  fir  ft  that  made  thts  innova- 
tion : of  Grattan . HifiinEHo.  33.  Bolyd . Virgil*  *De  Invent . 
Rerum.  lib.  4.  cap.  8.  and  Lorinus  on  Leuit.19.2j,  record: 
contrary  to  theexprefle  Word  of  God  ; and  the  fourth 
Councell  of  Carthage,  (fanon  44.  which  inioyneth  Clerkcs,  or 
Clergic-men  : neither  to  let  their  haire  grow  long,  nor  yet  to 
Jb.me  their  beards  : which  their  Biniut,  Sunns,  CarranzA, 
and  Crabby  haue  miferably  corrupted  : as  lohn  Valertan 
in  his  Eooke,  De  Sacerdotum  barbis , witnefleth ; rendring 
it  in  this  manner.  Clerici  nec  comam  nutriant , nec  barbam ; 
(hailing  away  this  word  radant,  from  the  latter  claufe, 
as  a fuperfluous  excrement ; becaufe  it  expreftely  con- 
demns their  (l)  effeminate,  Vmatvrail , Heathenijh,  and 
P opijb [having.Vc  then  thefe  leuerall  Fathers,and  Councells 
haue  vtterly  condemned,  thefe  cMorrice-daunces , Bone - 
fires,  Newyeeres-gifts,  Newy ceres -dayes,  Divinations,  Lot- 
teries ,Aiummings ,H ancings , Health es , Taper s , (m)  Shaven - 
crownd,and  bare-chind  Priefis,  together  with  all  the  other 
fore- recited  Ceremonies,  Cuftomes,  and  Obferuations, 
(which  are  now  too  frequent  among  Chriftians,)  as  fin- 
full  and  abominable,  becaufe  they  were  in  vfe  among  the 
Gentiles,  and  had  their  rife, and  birth  from  Pagans  : then 
certainely,  by  the  fame  analogic  of  reafon  ; wee  muft 
needes  reieft,  and  cenfure  Stage-Playes,  as  pernicious, 
vnfeemely,  and  vnlawfuli  vnto  Chriftians,  becaufe  they 
had  their  birth,  their  authoritie,  vfe,  and  progrefie  from 
Idolatrous  Heathens,  and  the  deboifeft  Pagans.  Vpon 
this  very  ground,  among  fundry  others : Tertullian,  and 
Cyprian,  in  their  Bookes  He  Spettacttlis.  Clemens  Roma - 
nuts  (fonftit.  Apofl.  lib. 2.  cap.  65.66.  Clemens  (^Alexandri- 
ne Oratto.  Adhort.  ad  Cjentes.  fil.S.  9.  Tatiane  Or  at  io.  ad - 
uerftu  Cjracos . ‘Bibliotheca  Patrum.  (folonU  asAgrip.  i6\6. 
T om.  2 .p.  1 80, 1 8 1 . Athenagoras,  pro  Chriftianis  Legatio.Ib. 
pag.  138,139.  Theophilus  Antiochene  (fontr.  Autohchum. 
lib.  3 . lb.  pag.  1 jo*  Arno  bins  Difput.  aduerfus  Cjentes.  lib.  y. 
pag.  230.  to  242.  La  51  an  tins  He  V£ro  (fultu.  cap.  20.  Diui- 
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narum  Inf  it.  Epit.  cap.  6 . Cyrilltis  Hicrufol.  (fat-cch.  My- 
flag,  i . Eol.  i 75 . B.  <JMmutius  Eoelix  Ottauius.  pag.  34. 
1 01. 1 23.  Hierom.  Epifl.  1 8.  cap.  1 . (fom . in  Ezech.  lib. 6 • 
cap.20.  Tom.t\.  pag.3%9.  H.  Chryfflome,  Horn. 6,  y.  ^38. 

zMmbrofe,  Sermo.  1 1 . 8 1 . Adgdfline  De  (fits. 

cDei.lib.  1.  31,32,33.  /<^. 2.  ^.4.  ^15.  Reditu - 

dine  Cathol.  C ondcrfatioms  TraElatds.  DeDoElrina  Chri~ 
fliana . lib. 2.  cap.  25 . Saluian.  De  Cjub.  Dei.  lib. 6.  Ioannis 
Salijburienfs.  DcNdgis  Curia  hum.  lib.  1.  cap.j,$.  ConciL 
Conflantinop.6 . 62.  Crt?  ComceU  of  z/ffrickc.  Canon 

26,27.  D. Remolds , Goffon,ar>d  Northbrookefm  their  Bookes 
gainfl  Stage-? Dyes ; together  with  fundry  other  Conn- 
cells,  and  Authors,  which  I ftiall  mufter  vp  hereafter ; 
condemne  thcfe  Stage-? Dyes,  as  vnlawfdll , mijbefeeming 

Chriftians euen  becaufe  they  Were  the  Indentions , Sportes , 
rfW  Ceremonies  of  Gentiles , "Which  Chriftians  mufl  not  enter - 
^»^.Novvthereisintrueth  great  reafon, why  Chriftians 
ftiould  not  imitate,  nor  imbrace  the  Plealures,  Sportes, 
and  ceremonies  of  the  Heathcn,though  many  Libertines, 
and  (»)  Licentious  Chriflians , Who  make  their  Will , rfW  /«y?/ 
their  law , may  deeme  it  Puritanifme,  or  brand  it  for  ouer- 
ftridprecifeneffe,  in  this  diffolute,  and  vnruly  age. 

For  Hrft,  the  Scriptures  doe  pofitiuely  informe  vs ; 
(0)  that  Righteoufneffe  hath  no  felloTvftjip  With  Vnrighteoaf- 
nejfe ; nor  Light  With  Darkenejfe : that  Chrifl  hath  no  con - 
cord  With  Belial ; that  he  that  beleeueth , hath  no  part , nor 
portion  With  an  Infidell  : that  the  Temple  of  God  hath  no 
agreement  With  Idoles  : and  that  We  cannot  dr  in  he  the  cup  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  ettp  of  Demis  >nor  be  partakers  of  the  Lords 
table,  and  of  the  table  of  D edits,  if  then  Chrift,if  Chrifti- 
ans, and  Infidels  haue  no  communion ; great  reafon  is  it, 
(p)  that  they  food  id  not  inter  common  in  thefe  Heathenijh 
Spe blades,  and  delights  of  finne. 

Secondly,  all  Chriftians  haue  vowed  in  their  Baptif- 
me  : toforfake  the  Dedill  and  all  his  Worlds , the  Pompes , and 
Vanities  of  this  Wicked  World,  and  all  the  finfdll  Dfles  of  the 
flefls:  and  haue  they  any  reafon  then,  to  harbour,  orre- 
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tame  the  Ceremonies  of  Worldlings,,  or  Enterludes  of 
Pagans,  which  they  haue  thus  lerioufly  renounced  ? 
Thirdly,  all  true  and  Rail  Chriftians,  are  Redeemed  by 

^ Col. 2.20,  t^0e  re precious  blood  of  lefts  Clrift , from  (q  the  cr- 

2i,2  2.  dt  nances,  rudiments,  and  ci-ftomes  of  the  World:  ( r)  f]-m 

r I Prr.i.  i8.  their  vaine  conuerfation  receipted  by  tradition  from  the ir  Fa- 
s R u.14.3,4  thers:  GO  they  arc  fur  chafed  from  cf  the  earth,  and  from  a- 
/ Iohn  15  I9.  mn>g  the  formes  oj  men : fit)  they  arc  ranfimed , and  taken 
Cap.!7  T4  out  of  thss  World,  and  made  men  of  another  World,  that  io 

* PHI- $.20.  (u)  they  might  haue  the tr  Whcle  conuerfation  With  God  in 

* t 1 ?e.  J • 1 S.  Heauen  • (.v)  and  Walke  on  in  all  holy  conuerfation , and gcdli - 

t ufcci  7I  »e(fe,  ferutng  god  inholmejfe,  and  true  Right  ecu  fine  fie,  all  the 
y Rom.14.8, ' ^es  °f  Hues:  Chrift  Jelus  himfelfe  hath  bought 

Cap.  i2.2.'  them  at  the  deareft  rate  for  this  very  end,  (y)  that  they 

Gal. 2.  - 0,20.  fhould  no  longer  liue  to  the  World,  or  to  the  Will,  and  lufts  cf 

1 Pc  .4. 2.  men, > yHt  vnto  him  a[0Ke  . tfoat  fyey  p^ould  crj}  0ir  tj.e 

£l  he  5 V 1 1 °f  R>arkenefie,and  put  on  the  armor  of  Light : (a)  that 

* IphcC+  r7>  they  foul'd  not  hencefoorth  Walke  as  ether  Gcnnles,  in  the 

18,  /9.  ' yanitie  of  thetr  miodcs,  following  the  de fires  of  the  frefh,  and 

Cap  ? 2.5,  of  the  mtnde,  gluing  themfelues  oner  to  Lafriuioufhefie , and 

b i Pet.  4.  i5  vncleannefie  : (b)  that  the  time  paft  of  th  dr  hues  might  fuffree 

2,  3.  them  to  haue  Wrought  the  Will  of  the  gentiles,  When  as  Jthey 

W alky  a,  in  Lafciuiouhiefie^  Lufts,  Retellings , Llanquetinas, 
e Tit  2.12,  ^ abominable  idolatries  : ( c)  that  they  fhould  now  denie  va- 
il, 1 4.  godlme ffe,  and  Worldly  lufts,  and  Walke  fiber ly,  righteoufly , 

and  godly  in  this  prefent  World,  Loki  y for  th  * H f d co ra- 
wing, and  appearance  of  their  Lord  and  Saviour  lefts:  Chrift : 
d Ephef.2.2,?,  (d)  chat  th  ay  fhould  not  hencefoorth  Walk?  according  to  the 
courfi  of  this  World,  according  to  the  power  cf  the  Prince  of 
the  eyre.  Which  now  Worketh  in  the  children  o f difob edie nee  * 
e Icm.i .27,  (e)  but  that  they  fiould  be  pure,  and  vnde  filed  before  God, 

Actes 2.40.  keeping  themfelues  vnftotted  from  the  World:  Since  there- 
fore lefus  Chrift  hath  thus  Redeemed  all  Chriftians 
from  the  .World,  and  all  its  Pagan  cuftomes,  pleafures, 
Coi^1-1  4*  rcmon*es’  2tlc^  delights  of  fiiine,  (f)  that  fi  they  might 

2 T 14  be  holy,  and  bhmelefie  before  him  in  lone,  (of  and  be  come  a 
1 Pet, 2, 9.  peculiar  people  to  him , Zealous  of  good  Wcrkys : great  r ca- 
fe n 
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Ton  is  there,  that  they  fhould  abominate  all  Pagan  pra-  h Hi  br.  10.19.' 
&ifes,V  Enterludes , and  Ceremonies,  as  vnlawiiill,  and  1 ci^atclar 
mrsbefeeming  Chriftians  : eilethey  Should  but  euacuate, 
and  make  voyde  vnto  themlclues  the  death  of  Chrift:  yercDrwft 
(h ) yea  trample  vnder  feete  his  precious  blood,  and  put  him  tn  chti/lo 
vnto  open (hame  : And  would  any  Chriftian  be  fo  ingrate-  mundum  re - 
full,  to  difpitefull  to  his  blefted  Sauiour,  (whole  ( 1)  blee - 
ding  Wounds  doe  preach  Saluation  to  his  fiercefi  enemies ,)  as  ramtfericor- 
thus  to  wrong,  and  lhame  him  ? dU,  patet  ar~ 

Fourthly,  mans  nature  is  exceeding  prone  to  Paganif-  canum  cord is 
me,  and  Heatheniih  iuperftition ; asiseuident,  notone-  per  foramina 
ly  by  the  frequent  zsApo/lafies  of  the  Israelites  to  groffe  Ido - 
latrie,  recorded  ( If)  in  the  Scriptures ; but  likewile  by  that  tem  qUCdnon 
generall  deluge  of  Hiathenifme,  Mahometifme,  and  hi-  chrtjit  morte 
deous  Idolatrie,  which  now,  and  alwayes  heretofore,  [alueturi 
hath  ouerfpred  the  greateft  part  of  all  the  world  : God 
(/J  therefore  out  of  hk  Fatherly  care,  and  compafjion  to  his ‘ ^ C{,ro  * 
Children,  to  anticipate  all  occafions , Which  might  Withdraw  ^ 2.to  10  4! 
them  from  him,  to  Idolatrie  ; doeth  oft  times  prohibit  them,  Ezech.8.6  to 
to  imitate  the  Fafhions,  Cuflomes,  "Vanities,  Habit es.  Rites,  *8.Pfal.io£. 
cr  Ceremonies  of  Infidels,  and  Heathen  Cj entiles ; for  fear e ^,to  ”Jg'^rC* 
left  one  thing  Jhould draw  on  another  by  degrees,  till  they  Were  j?z*  Jh  \^i\\ 
quite  Apoflatized  to  Idolatrie,  and f educed  from  the  Faith,  to  36  for  all 
Whereupon,  (m)  Saint  Auguftine  exhorts  all  Chriftians,  the  reft. 
to  prohibit  the  vfe  of  all  diabohcall  Enterludes , Vacillations,  1 ^fe  Hierom, 
and  fongs  of  the  Gentiles  : and  that  no  C hr  if  Han  fhould  ex- 
ercife  any  of  thefe,  becaufe  by  this  he  is  made  a Pagan.  Since  Ezech.44. 5 . 
therefore  the  imitation  of  Pagan  cuftomes,  plealures,and  Amb  oC  Seim, 
delights,  are  but  fo  many  ingredients,  and  (n)  alleUiues  to  1 f - 1 crln',s> 
Paganifme,  and  groffe  Idolatrie  ; andfince  they  alienate,  or  at  rJ^' 
lead  in  fome  degree,  difioyne  our  affelHons  from  Cjod,  and  and  Ainft  9 
heauenly  things;  there  is  ground,  and  caufe  enough,  worth: on 
that  Chriftians  fhould  rcied:  them,  as  finfull,  and  perni-  Leuit.t9  27. 

WilletsSy- 

noplisPnpifnii  pig,  354,  355.  Who  giue  this  reafon.  m Ludosdtaboltcos , W 
"raciH.ttiones,  yel  canf  test  gentt  'turn  fieri  yetate  : nniim  Chrift t anui  hoc  exerceat, 
yutaper  hoc  Pagan**  efficitur.  De  Reditud.  Cathol.  Conuerfationis.  Trad.  Tom.  9, 
pag.  1447, 1448,  * SeeLeuit  18  30.  Deut.i 2.29,30. 
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rrflcet  cions.  So  that  vpon  all  thefe  authorities,  and  reafons, 
fit  pro  cur*  (the  force  of  which  no  pious  heart  is  eucr  able  to  with- 

\er*nt  Da-  ftand  :)  I may  fafely  conclude  this  fecond  Scsene,  with 

mows,  per  this  fhort  Corollary  : That  Stage-Play cs  are  finfull,  vn- 
eos m ejutbm  feemely,  pernicious , and  vniawfull,  at  leaft  wife  vnto 
tequamproZ  Chr*foans ; becaufe  they  were  the  inuenticns,  cercmc- 
rLerunt,  Tn  nies,  and  paftimcsof  Idolatrous  Infidels,  ana  the  moft 
tul.  Dc  Coron.  Licentious  Heathens,  (' Vvho  Were  no  other  hut  the  (0)  Devils 
Mill tis. cap, purveyors ,)  whom  Chriftians  muft  not  imitate. 


A 
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g Econdly,  as  Stage-Playes  are  thus  (mfrill,  vnfeemely^ 


Argument 
Stage-Playes  _ 

were  at  firft  CJ  pernicious,  and  vnlawnfl  vnto  Chriftians,  in  regard 

inuented,aud  of  their  originall,  and  primitiue  Inuentors  : fo  likewife 
deftinatcd  to  are  they  fuch  in  refped  of  thofe  Idolatrous,  vnwarran- 
and  finfuH  ta^e>  anc^  Vnchriftian  ends,  to  which  they  were  defti- 
cnds  * there-  nated,and  defigned  at  the  firft.  The  chicfe  and primarie  end 
fore  they  muft  °f  inventing,  infi  tutting, or  pcrfonattng  Stage-Playes ; Was  the 
needcs  be  fin-  * fuper flit  io  us  W or /hip,  or  at  ieafl  Wife,  the  pacification,  or  at - 
lawful  ' n ton<:mcnt,  o/iupiter,  Bacchus,  Neptune,  the  Mufes, Flora, 
^Dub/um  non  AP°M°>  D*ana,  Venus,,  Vidoria,  or  fomefuch  Dcvill-gods, 
e(l  cjuodUdunt  or  (/oddejfes,  Which  the  Idolatrous  Tagans  did  adore ; to 
DeuTKytpote  whofe  honour , names,  and  memories,  thefe  Tlayes  (Which 
i dolu  confect*-  Were  airway es  Ailed,  and  celebrated  heretofore,  as  the  infu- 
Authours  teftifie , on  thofe  Feftiuall,  and  Solemne 
Vonorattr  dayes,  which  were  dedicated  to  the  fpeciall  feruice,  and 
Mweru*  in  commemoration  of  thefe  Idoles  :)  Were  at  firfi  denoted, 
gymn/tpU,  Ve-  T hat  Stage-Playes,  (yea,  and  Theaters,  er  Tlay-houfcs.  too/) 
nu*  in  The*-  Were  primarily  invented  for  the  Isonovr,  and  Dedicated  to  the 
^nCtrcif^Trs  ferH'ce  ( or  at  lea  ft- wife  oft-  times  Celebrated  in  times 

in  *re  nil,  Mercurtuf  in  pale  fir  is . tdeoprs  ejuahtate  auilorutr,  cult  us  efl  fuptr/litto- 

num.  Alibi  e/l  iffipudicirf*,  alibi  lafeiuta,  alibi  mtemperantia,  alibi  t Tania  - y>liyue 
dtmon  •*  imo  per Jinvula  ludtcrorum  lota  y>nmerfd  dstnonunt  mtnflra-,  P rs  ft  dent  er,  im 

fedtbus  fro  cvltuidedtcatiS'  Salu.  Dc  Gub.  Dei.  lib.  6,  png,  20$, 
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of  Pcftilence,  to  appeafe  the  anger,)  of  thefe  Idole-Gods, 
tyhoje  Images,  and  Pittures,  Were  carried  about,  and  reprc- 
fented  in  them : wee  haue  the  exprdfe  authorities,  not 
oneiy  of  Plutarch,  in  the  life  Of  Romulus , and  Roman a 
Qua  ft.  Qua  (i.  1 07.  of  D tony  ft  us  Halite  or na feus  Antiej.  Ro- 
man. lib.  2.  cap.  3.5.  & lib.  7.  cap.  9.  Of  Valerius  Maxi- 
musAib.2.cap.!\.  OfThucidides.  Hift.lib.^.  Of  Liuic.  Rom. 

Htft.lib.2.  Sett.%6.  /.i.  Sett. 9. 20.  /. 7.  Sett.2.^.1.26.  Sett. 

23.  lib. 5.  Sett.j.  lib.  r\2.  Sett. 20.  OfDemoflhenes  Orat.  ad - 
uerfus  Mtdiam.  Of  Horace  'He  Arte  Poetica.  lib.  Of  At  he- 
naus  Dipnoft.  lib. 2.  cap.i.  Diodorus  Skulus.  Hiftor.  lib . 1 7. 

Sett.  16.  with  funciry  (p)  other  Pagan  Authors : but  like-  P fuft,c™  ad 
wife  of  Tatianus.  Oratio . aduerfus  Gracos . Of  Theophilus 
tsdntiochentis  aduerf.  Autolicum.  lib.^.  Of  Clemens  Alex-  yriew;  sed 
andrinus.  Oratio.  Exhort,  ad  (ftentes.  fol.$,(p.  OfTtrtullian . <Hs,7.enftud't- 
He  Spettacnhs . cap . 5 ,6, 7.  Of  Cyprian.  De  Spettaculis.  lib.  * Ae  UAatur 
Of  <Mrnobius  aduerfus  Cjcntes.  lib.n.  Of  Lattantius  Hiui - kcnof : Luu 
narum.  Infht.  Epit.  cap  6.  & De  vero  Cultu . cap.  20.  Of  comment 0r 
Saint  C hry f oft ome. Horn. 38.  in  Mat.  & Horn . 3 . De  Hauide  halebat : Quos 
& Saul.  Of  Saint  Hierom.  Comment,  in  Szech.  lib. 6,  cap.  cun  udifera 
20.  Eplft.p.  cap.j.  & 10.  cap.  4.  £^13.  cap. 2.  & 23.  cap.i.  nune  babetille 
Of  Saint  Muguftine  De  Ciuit.  Dei . lib. I . cap.  32,33.  lib. 2.  paftorum  1*3 . 
cap.  6.8.10,1 1.  lib.  4.  cap.  1.  Of  Theodor  et.  Contr.  Gracos  pag.  5^ 
Jnfideles.  lib.y.  Of  Saluian.  lib.  6.  De  Gub.  Dei.  Of  Or 0- 
ft  us.  lib .3.  Hiftor  id.  cap.r\.  Of  J(iodor.  Hifp.  Etymolog.  lib . 

1 8.  cap.  27.  Of  Cafftodorus  Variarum.  lib.  1.  cap.  vel.  Spiff. 

27. 30.  lib.  3 . cap.  5 1 . lib.  7.  cap.  \ o.  with  other  Fathers : 

Of  lohn  tJMariana , M after  Northbrooke  : Dottor  Rein  olds, 
and  Mafter  Gojfon,  in  their  Bookes  againft  Stage-Playes : Of 
Ludouicus  Vines.  Comment,  in  lib.  1.  & 2.  Muguft.  De 
Ciu.  Dei.  Of  Alexander,  ab  Alexandro.  Gen.  Dierum,  lib. 

5 . cap.26.  Of  Holy  dor  Virgil.  De  Inuentor.  Rerum.  lib.  1 . 
cap.  10.  Of  Godins  Rhodiginus.  zMnticj.  Lett.  lib.  8.  cap. 7. 

Of  Alexander  Sardis.  De  Inuent . Rerum.  lib . 1 . Of  Mafter 
Cjodmns  Roman  Mntiquities.  lib.  2.  Sett.  3.  cap . i.to  12. 
with  many  other  Moderne  writers ; who  all  giue  punftu- 
all,  vnanimous,  and  vncontrouleable  teftimonie  : That 
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Stage-Piayes  Were  at  firfi  invented,  and  celebrated  to  the  ho*, 
notir : and  for  many  hundred  y seres  together  appropriated  to 
the  Jolemne  Worjhip , and  fervice  oj  thefe  Idole-Gods  ; Vo  ho 
oft  times  called  for  them  to  attone  their  anger , divert  their 
ivdgements , demerit  their  protection, or  reward  their  favours. 
9 Time.  Rom*  The  originail  end,  and  primary  vie  ot  Stage-Piayes  then, 
was  odious,  and  Idolatrous,  as  ail  thefe  Authours  tefti- 
fie : Therefore  thefe  Playes  thetnfeiues,  (as  the  recited 
Fathers  , and  Chriftian  Writers  doe  from  thence  in- 
ferre,)  mult  needes  be  finfuii,  and  vtterly  vnlawfiill  vn- 
to  Chriftians.  I confeffe,that  fince  rhenatiuitie,and  birth 
of  Stage-Piayes,  they  haue  beene  fometimes  wrefted  by 
the  Heathen,  to  fome  other  diftorted,  and  Vnchrifliau 
Sccl.43  /fi-ebel  ends,  befides  the  worfhip,  or  pacification  oftheir  Idole- 
Potlionis  Gal • Gods.  Sometimes  they  haue  beene  infhtuted,  andper- 
hem,  pa :_3°9.  formed,by  way  of  Vidory,and  Triumph  ; and  that  com- 
Hiil  "b-  1 0m  monty>  *n  execution  of  a preuious  foiemne  vow,  made  to 
Scftlp.Dionv-  home  Deuil-God,  by  the  victorious  Generali,  before  the 
Fas  Hallicar.'  Battell  ioyned  : of  which  wee  haue  frequent  examples  in 
Antiq  Rom.  the  (cj)  Roman  Hiftories  : Whofc  chiefe  fommanders,  did 
Lb.  2.  tap  5^  vfvally  vow  fome  foiemne  Playes , and  Sacrifices  to  their  Gods , 

mulu^Macro-  tf  they  Would  be  fo  propitious  towards  them,  as  to  give  them 
bius  Saturn,  the  honour  of  the  Field,  and  chafing  of  their  enemies : Which 
lib. 1.  cap .9.  vowes  they  did  performe  accordingly , vpon  their  Wijhed  five- 

Strabo.  Geogr.  ceffe%  Other  times  they  haue  beene  purpofeiy  celebrated, 
Orofius31 Htft°  t0  ^ee  a hinde  of  Pander  to  mens  lulls  : (r)tvitneffe  the 
1 b.2  cap.  4.  'Playes  that  Romulus  mxde,to  betray  the  Sabine  Virgmes,to 
the  Rape,  and  Lvfis  of  hie  vnmasrried  Souldiers : ( vpon  Whofe 
RaviShmcnt,  there  arofe  a bloody  Warre ; ) to  Which  end,  and 
vfe , they  Serve  as  yet.  Other  times  ( s ) they  have  beene  Atted 

De  Speclac.Iib.  Augud  DeCiu.  Dei.  lib  2.  cap.  17.  Opmeerus  Chronog.p.ig, 
S9  Ai  .x  ab  Alex.  Gen.Dierum.  lib. y cap.26.  Zonaras  Annal.  Tom  2 fol.j\f.  Flin. 
Nat.  Hid.  lib*  1 5.  cap.  29.  Petrarch  Dc  Remed  Vtr  Fort.  lib.  1.  Dialog.  30.  Prt- 
mu*  folltcttos  fictfis  Romaic  ludos . Cum  tuutt  loiduos  rapta  Salt  ns  mos,  Rotn.de 
millTtbui  fet  It  dare  commods  fclus  : Hjzc  mthtfi  dcaerii  com  mod  a-  mties  ero  Scilicet 
ex  tUo  folemnia  more  Tkestray  Nunc  quoque  formofs  tnfdtoft  manent.  Ouid.  Dc 
ArceamanJi.  pag.  160 .161.  s Sec  Plato.  Lcgum Dialogus.  l.and  CoehusRaod. 
Aauquarum.  Lett.  hb.$.  cap  7,  Accordingly. 
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for  Lafciuionfncffe,  delight,  and  pleafure  fake,  (the  cnely 
vfe  which  men  pretend  for  Stage-Piayes  now  :)  Hence 
(f ) Polidcr  Virgil  obferues ; that  Comedies  tocke  their  dcno~ 
min  at  ion  from  the  Cjrcekc  Words  mputfziv : which  fignifies, 
to  play  the  Wanton,  or  Lafciuious  per  [on.  (u)  Others  derive 
their  name,  from  Comas ; .the  Cjod  of  Wantonnejfe,  and  riot : 
(x)  others  from  zmi  zv  rr*i$  oJbte  exA/uA^ov  : becaufe  they  W ere 
Lafcimotijlj  A fled  heretofore  in  Vo  ayes,  being  fraught  With 
petulant,  and  Wanton  Words  : all  of  them  concurring  in 
this  ; * that  their  end  is  nothing  e l fe, but  Lafciutous,  Carnall, 
and  Vnchriftian  mirth ; and  therefore  euill,  and  vnlawfull. 
If  then  this  bee  yeelded  to  mee,  (as  of  necefotieit  muft 
be  :)  that  Stage-Piayes  were  originally,  defoliated,  yea, 
appropriated,  to  the  fore-recited  Idolatrous,  and  vnlaw- 
full  ends,  but  more  cfpecially,  to  the  honour,  and  feruice 
of  abominable  Idoles,  to  whofe  lolemne  vvorfoip  they 
were  actually  deuoted  , for  many  hundred  yeeres  to- 
gether, and  that  by  their  owns  fpeciall  command , Which 
makes  them  (y)  wholly  theirs:  I fhaii  hence  inferre  a third 
argument. 

That  inuention  which  was  primarily  ordained,  yea, 
for  many  hundred  yeeres  together,  appropriated, 
and  deuoted,  to  the  immediate  worfoip,  and  fo- 
lemne  gratification  of  Deuil-gods ; (*.)  muft  of  ne - 
Geftitie  be  pernicious,  vnfeemely,  and  vnlawfull  vnto 
Chriftians , efpecially,  if  it  be  not  neceftary,  or  vfe- 
full  vnto  men. 

But  Stage-Piayes  were  primarily  ordained,  yea,  for 
many  hundred  yeeres  together,  appropriated,  and 
denoted,  to  the  immediate  worfoip,  and  folemne 
gratification  ofi  Deuil-gods,  and  they  are  no  wayes 
neceffary,  nor  vfefiill  vnt*>  men. 

Therefore  they  muft  of  necefotie  be  Pernicious,  Vn- 
feemely, and  Vnlawfull  vnto  Chriftians. 

The  Maior  is  euident  by  the  cloud  of  witneffes,  reci- 

efuorum  feftiuitdtiltu  delettatur.  Saluian.  Be  Gubcv.  pei,  lib.  6. 
Gualtker.  Horn.  13. in  Hoftam.  Accordingly, 

ted 
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ted  in  thepremifes;  bythofe  fcuerall  Hiftoricall  autho- 
rities, recorded  in  the  rirft  Ad,  and  Scame  of  this  Trage- 
die, to  prooue  the  Deuill, the  Author  of  thefe  Enterludes : 
and  by  the  generall  acknowledgement  of  all  (a)  Learned 
writers  : fo  that  I may  fparc  all  further  proofe.  The 
Maior,  no  Chriftian  can,  or  dares  denie,  vniefle  hee  will 
turne  profefled  Prodor  for  the  Deuill : If  any  bee  fo 
Heathenifh,  or  Atheifticall,  as  to  gaine-fay  it,  I fhall  eafi- 
ly  euid  the  trueth  of  it,  by  thefe  enfuing  rcafons. 

Firfl,  it  mull  bee  acknowledged,  that  thofe  things, 
which  euery  Chriftian  doeth  folemnely  renounce  in  his 
very  Baptifme,  muft  needs  be  pernicious,vnleemely,and 
vnla  wfull,  elfe  why  ftiould  he  renounce  them  ? But  eue- 
ry Chriftian  doeth  ferioufty  abiurt  in  his  very  Baptifme, 
all  fuch  Inuentions,  which  were  (b)  primarily  ordained, 
and  for  many  hundred  yeeres  together  appropriated,  to 
the  foiemne  worfhip,  and  gratification  of  Deuil-gods, 
( as  Stage-Playes  were  :)  for  hee  couenants  by  his  furc- 
ties;  to  for fuke  the  Deuill.  and  ail  his  frorkes : therefore 
the  Maior  muft  be  yeelded* 

Secondly,  that  which  God  himfelfe  commanded  in  a 
more  fpeciall  manner,  to  be  aboiiflied  and  reieded ; that 
muft  needes  be  pernicious,  vnfeemely,  and  vnlawfull  vn- 
to  Chriftians.  But  God  himfelfe,  hath  in  a fpeciall  man- 
ner, commanded  all  reliques,  monuments,  parts,  and  ap- 
pendices of  Idolcs,  (efpecially,  fuch  as  were  primarily 
confecrated,  and  wholly  appropriated  to  their  vfe,)  to 
bee  vtterly  abolished,  and  reieded.  Hence  hee  enioynes 
the  Ifraelites  : ( c ) not  to  follow  the  cuflomes  of  the  Cam - 
unites , nor  yet  to  inquire  after  them,  faying : how  did  thefe 
Nations  frorfhip  their  Cjods,  that  1 might  doe  fo  likewife  l 
Hence  hee  commanded  them,  (d)  to  burne  the  Cj roues,  the 
Images,  fr ith  all  the  appurtenances  of  Idole-gods,  'frith  fire : 
to  defiroy  their  Altars  x pull  downs  theirT ?mples,  cut  off  their 
‘Priefls,  and  frorfhippers , abolijh  their  memories , abandon 
their  ceremonies,  and  not  fo  much  as  to  faue,  or  referue  any 
remnant  of  them,  but  vtterly  to  abhorre , and  deteft  them,  as 
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a*  tocurfed thing.  Ye?.,  hence  hee  obiigeth  them,  (t)to  <rExod.2j.1j; 
defray  enen  the  very  names  of  their  Idoles : not  to  make  men-  Dcut.6.ij,i4. 
tion  of  the  names  of  other  Gods : not  tofujfer  them  to  he  heard  pfjj 
cut  of  their  moutbes  : nor  yet  fo  much,  as  to  participate  of  any  Hofea  2.17. 
of  their.  Sacrifices , Mites,  or  Ceremonies . Therefore  fince  Zech.13.2. 
God  hath  giuen  fuch  fpeciail  charge  again  ft  the  reliques,  f vano  non 
and  monuments  of  Idolatrie  heretofore : it  cannot  but  be  t tntum  in  re- 
finfull,  vnfeemely,  and  Vnchriftian,  for  vs  to  fofter,  or 
admit  of  (f)  Stage -P lay es,  or  any  other  Indentions  now,  ^'JinMponit 
Which  Were  originally  ordained,  and  for  many  hundred  y ceres  ludosfienicos  t 
together  appropriated , to  the  folemne  worihip,  andgratifi - cum  yti<jue (Z 
cation  of  Idolc-Dcuill-Cfods.  tantummodo 

Thirdly,  the  Scriptures  doe  peremptorily  enioyne  all 
Chriftians,  (g)  to  dbfiaine  from  things  offered, or  conjecrated  ciuitateejfent% 
vnto  Idoles : asthefe  Stage-Playes  were.  nec  in  re * 

Firft,  ( h ) becanfe  the  things  Which  the  Cj entiles  Sacrifice,  1™  humanx 
they  Sacrifice  to  fdemlls,  and  not  to  (fiod  : therefore  thole  ficer,.cf 
that  participate  of  them,  muft  needes  bane  communion  Quod  p?ofea^ 
with  the  Deuill : and  I Would  not  {faith,  the  Apoftie)  that  Automate 
ye  Jhould  haue  fcllowfinpWitb  Dentils . Secondly,  {i)  becanfe  f*a  fecit,  fed 
Chrift  tans  cannot  drinke  the  (fup  of  the  Lord , and  the  (fnp  of  T4 ******  eos 
Deuills : they  cannot  be  partakers  of  the  Lords  Table , and  the  Korn*  ****** 
Table  ofDeuills  : for  What  fellowfbip  hath  Rtghteonfiiejfe , %dtuinl*re- 
With  Vrrright  eon  fine  fie  ? tvhat  communion  hath  Light  With  lusinucnit. 
fDarkrnefiel  what  concorde  hath  Chrift  With  Belial l What  Auguft.Bc 
part  hath  hee  that  Beleeucth  With  an  Infidcll  l or  What  agree-  C u*  -^c**  hb# 
ment  hath  the  Temple  of  Qod  With  J doles  ? God,  and  the  4 ^ a 1*  10 
Deuill,  Chrift,  and  Belial,  are  contrary,  are  inconfiftent : t Cor.‘io.* 

therefore  the  feruice,  and  ceremonies  of  the  one,  arc  al-  20,21.  pfal. 
together  incompatible  with  the  other.  Thirdly,  (kj  be-  5 6-4  1 Cor. 
caufe  Chrifiians  rnuft  not  bee  vnequally  yoah^d  With  vnbe - l'*  ^01**  9 

leeuey*s.  With  Whom  they  haue  no  part  nor  fellow pAp  : now  if  Qm„;  fudio  * 
they  fhould  communicate  with  the  Gentiles  in  Stage-  Gentil^mfe- 
Playcs,or  things  eonfecrated  to  their  Idoles : they  fnould  fhuitates 
bee  then  vnequaliy  yoaked,  they  fhould  haue  part,  and  fer,a*  decline- 

MM,  CfUta  CfHt 

eJfe  diutntrum  particep',  non  dele t effe  foctM  idolorum.  Ambrofe.  Scrmo.  iz* 
i 1 Cor.io. 2 1.  2 00^.14,15,16.  ^ 2 Cor. 6. 14,1 
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fellowfliip  with  Infidels,  in  this  refpect : which  God 
will  not  allow  of.  Fourthly,  (/ ) be  can  ft  the  Confidences  of 
the  Weaker  brethren,  fhould not  be  grieued,  offended,  defied, 
or  emboldened , by  others  participation  of  thefe  Idolatrous  Sa- 
crifices', to  their  mine,  and  the  Gojpels  fcandall  :•  Fiftly, 
(m)  becaufe  all  the  Sacrifices,  r cliques,  and  ceremonies  of  l - 
doles,  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord,  (n)  and  therefore  pro - 
uokehim  vnto  Wrath,  to  our  defir  tiff ion.  Laftiy  , ( o)  be- 
caufe  they  are  a ready  meanes  to  Withdraw  our  hearts  from 
Cjod  vnto  idolatrie  : therefore  ( p)  Wee  mu  ft  fe per  ate  from 
them,  and  not  fo  much  as  touch  them.elfe  Cjod  Will  net  recciuc 
vs  as  his  people . Since  therefore  God  vpon  ail  the  former 
reafons  doeth  thus  fericufly,  and  frequently  prohibit, 
fuch  ceremonies, and  inuentions,  as  were  inftituted,  and 
deftinated  to  the  Deuills  feruice  at  the  firft : My  Maior 
is  irrefragable,  and  my  Conclufion  true  : That  Stage - 
P l/yes  are  pernicious  ,vnfeemely , and  vnlaroful  * vnto  Chrifti - 
ans  ; becaufi  they  Were  at  firft  denoted  to  the  honour,  and  for 
many  hundred yeeres  together,  defigned  to  the  Worjhif  of  fame 
J dole-fads,  by  the  very  Deuils  fauourites. 

All  that  can  bee  here  replied  to  euade  this  Argument, 
is  reducible  to  thefe  two  beads.  Firft,  that  the  Dedica- 
tion of  Stage-Play es  to  thefe  Deuiil-Gods , did  orrely 
Contra#  a Guilt,  or  Smfulneffe  vpon  thofe  particular 
Playes,  that  were  really  appropriated  to  their  worfhip, 
Ttiaboli in-  an^  Celebrated  to  their  honour  : but  (q)  not  vpon  all 
tiodutfum,  "rf  tb*  ki»de.  Secondly,  that  though  Pagans^or  others  haue 
ipfts  a primor-  abufed  Stage-Playes,  to  Idolatrous,  andvniawfuii  ends, 
dto  cheat um  ye£  this  [s  (r)  no  impediment,  but  that  Chriftians  may  re- 

eff^o^ue  dace  them  to  a commendable,  and  lavvfull  vfe,  fo  that 
TaTrUhi'rt-  W©  cannct  well  conclude : That  all  popular  Srage-Playes- 

batur  ah  I dolls, 

(d  1 dolts  adhuc  yiufs  ? non  cjuafi  altqittct  ft  iJolum , fed  quontam  quod  idohsalft 
faciunt , ad  dtmones  pertinent.  Tertul.  Ds  Corona  Miliris.cap.  6.  q Malum  yi~ 
detur  ejfe  bonum  tUt , eui  mentem  detss  tmpulit  ad  exit  tux. ?.  Sophocles.  Amigone. 

3 53-  Num.  620,  r Let  thefe  cbie&ors  remember  this:  DtffictLtu*  eft 
male  percept  a dedtficre}  jusm  bene  pr&ctpta  dtfccre.  Cafe.  Polit.  lib.  4.  cap.  I, 

FS-i1*- 
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are  vnlawfull , becaufe  the  firft  of  them  were  inuen- 
ted,  and  for  a long  trad  of  time  deuoted,  totheDcuiils 
W or  (hip. 

To  the  firft  of  thefe,  I anfwere  with  (j)  Ter tu Ilian : Anfwcr  r. 
that  though  the  c on fe crating  of  any  profitable,  and  vjeftdl  /De  Corona 
Inventions  to  jdole-Qods : (t)  as  of  Letters , and  Trade  to  Militis.  cap. 
Mercurie  : of  Muficky,  and  Poetrie  to  Apollo  : ofphjficke,  ^ 

to  ^fculapius  : of  Ships,  and  Navigation  to  Neptune,  and  vir^jj 
Minerua:  of  Wins  to  Bacchus  : of  Come,  and  Hufbandrie  Alexander 
to  Ceres  : of  Lire,  and  Smitherie  to  V uican  : and  the  like,  Sardis,  DeRci 
by  whom  they  Were  invented,  as  Heathen  Poets,  and  Hido-  ramlnucnto- 
rians  faille  : doeth  no  Wajes  vitiate,  or  defile  them  in  the  ge-  j’ 

Her  all,  bat  that  they  are,  and  may  be  lawfull  vnto  Chriflians ; ^ J 2# 
becaufe  they  are  abfoimely  necejfary , at  leafiwife  vfefull,  vnto  # Tmul.De 
men  : for  Who  fie  benifit  by  Gods  providence,  they  Were at  firfi  Corona  Mi- 
inuented:  Euen  as  the  facrificing  of  (u)  aMale-godte  to  IAt{s‘ca^‘\ 
Bacchus : of  a Cocke  to  jfifculapius : of  a Tull  to  lupiter : Alexandro/ 
of  a Lambe,  or  She-go  ate  vnto  luno  : of  an  Horfie  to  Mars  : of  Gen.  Dieium. 

4 Dove  to  V enus  : of  a Swine  to  Pan  : of  a Dee,  or  Heifer  to  lib  3.  cap.12. 
Minerua:  or  of  (JAlyrre,  and  Frankjncenfe  to  other  f doles,  Ouid.Fafto- 
did  ftampe  no  Imprcffe  of  vnlawfulnefie , or  -vnholi- 
nefie,  on  the  whole  kindes,  or  fpccies  of  thefe  feuerall  lib.'^ode^* 
creatures;  (which  did  diilretaine  their  entitiue  good-  * a&s.  15.20, 
nefie  in  them  :)though  it  did  *fo  defile  thefe  indmidmll,and  20.  Pial  1 6.4. 
particular  creatures  that  Were  immediately  offered  vp  in  S a-  1 Cor. 8.1.  to 
crifice  to  them  v that  JShriftians  might  not  lawfully  eate  of  *x* 
them . Though,  1 fay,  it  bee  alwayes  true  in  cafe  of  pro-  Te;  tul*  De 
Stable  Inuentions,  or  Gods  good  creatures : that  the  per-  Corona  Mili- 
oerting  of  them  to  Idolatrous  ends,  doeth  lay  a blemidi  ns  taP  s 
vpon  the  depraued  Indiuidualls  onely,  not  impofe  an  vn-  c 
lawfMndfe  on  the  whole  fpecies,  or  other  Indiuidualls  of  ^C^emjcemodi 
their  kinde  : Yet  it  is  vndoubtedly  true ; ( x ) that  the  de - j>0mptsat*n& 
fi mating,  and  denoting  of  Vnpr ofi table,  Pleafnrable , Heathe-  quunidolo- 

rum  folenxi- 

tdtibtu  fufiendt  foUnt , faapte  cjutdem  ndturd  puri  funt , tnuocdtione  tamen  dxmo~ 
numimpmi  effieitsntur . Cyril,  liierufol,  Catech.  Myilag.  I.  x Tertullian/De  Co- 
rona Militis.  cap.7,8.  Auguft-  Dc Do&rira.  Chriftiana.  lib.2t  cap.23»  to  28.  Gcflona 
Confutation  of  Play cs.  Ad.  1.  Accordingly. 
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nifis,  Infamous ,Scandalous ,andvnnccejfary  I nucntions, Vehicle 
neither  the  Scriptures,  nor  Primitiue  Church  approoued,  to 
MiHtif  °ib.na  1 SoUtrotu  ,and  Sinfull  ends,  (and  that  from  their  very  fir  ft 
cap.  7,8,9.  conception,  which  is  the  cafe  of  Stage-Piaycs, ) doah 
<,  MtUe  yen  it  rnake  not  onelj/  the  denoted  Indtutdualls  • hut  hkewife  the 
y dr  tu  forum  Whole  binde  it  felfe , vn  law  full  vnto  Chrifiians  • fo  that  no 

particulars  of  this  nature  may  be  vfed.  Hence  T ertu Ilian 
concludes  ; (j ) that  it  is  vtterly  vnlawfull  for  Chrifiians  to 
Weare  a Lanrell  (frowne,or  flowrie  Garland  in  any  cafe  though 
it  be  by  Way  of  Triumph  ; becaufe  thefe  (frownes  Were  firfi  in- 
uented  for  the  honour , Worne  to  the  Worfhip,  and  confecratcd 
to  the  feruice  of  (*,)  Tagan  Tent! I- gods : Hence  the  felfe- 
Ariad-  ^ame  Father  aifirmes ; {a)  that  it  is  no  Wayes  law  full,  for 
nto  fdere  nojfs  Chrifiians  to  retaine  the  names  of  Jupiter,  Bacchus,  Apollo, 
potes,  r/j-  c.  or  other  ldole-gods,  cr  to  irnpofc  them  or.  their  children  : be- 
Ouid.  Faftor.  caufe  they  Vo  ere  the  names  of  'fades  at  the  firfi : therefore  vn- 
vid*Ib*&c9  Isiwfull  to  bee  vfed  now  : Hence  (b)  the  Fathers,  Councells, 
a De  Idol atrja  *nd fore-recited  Trotefiant  Authors,  condemne  all  Diuinati- 
lib.  cap.  1 8.  ons, Monice-dances,  Bone  fires,  Newyeeres-g  ifts ; the  obfer  na- 
tion of  Ncwyeeres-day ; or  the  (fa  lends  of  January : Effeminate 
mixt  ‘Daunting ; ( c)  efp  e dally , at  fVeddingj , where  it 
is  now  moft  in  vfe  : burning  of  (d)  Tapers  in  Churches , 
efp  ec  tally  in  the  day -time,  as  the  Paptfis  vfe  : jhauing  of  Pr  lefts 
crownes,and  beardcs.&c.  as  vtterly  vn  law  full  vnto  Chrifiians 
now;  (ef  becaufe  they  Were  Relief ues  of  Idolatrie ; yea,  Sa- 
crifices, appendices,  and  deuoted  ceremonies  of  ! doles  here- 
tofore : If  then  it  bee  true  in  all  thefe  cafes;  that  the  ap- 
nuptidt  euntes  propriating  of  feme  particulars  to  Idolatrous  vfes,  doeth 
yelbalare,yel 

fait  dr  e,  fed  modeffe  cctnare  fgg  prandere , ficut  ccmpetit  Chrijlianis.  Concil.  Laodice- 
num.  Can.  53.  Concil.  llerdcnfe.  Can.  vlr.  d Mine  Cereru Ucris  nunc  quoque  ted* 
datur.  Ouid*  Faftorum.  Ii  bl  4.  pag.  71.  e Pripttrea  AptficUss  tnclxmat  : Fugite 
idololatrtAm  : omnemyfique  fg  rot  an,  Reccgtta  filuam , £g  quant  a tat  it  dnt  (find. 
Nihil  dat.dum  1 dole  ; fic  mhtl  nec  fumendum  ab  idolo.  St  in  idol  to  recumbere  alte- 
num  efi  A fide,  quid  in  idoli  habit  u yideri  ? Qua  communto  Chrtfit  pg  Bella  i (g  idea 
fugite.  Lonyum  emm  dttjorttum  mandat  ab  idolalatr id,  in  nulto  proxirre  agendum, 
Draco  entm  terrentt*  de  longinquo,  non  rrinu-t  (ptntu  abforlet  alstes.  Joannes  filiolt , 
inquit,  cu/lodtte  "cos  ab  id tla  : non  torn  ab  Idololatna  quafi ab  effete,  fid  ab  Idolis,  id 

ofi,  ab  tpfia  effigie  eorum , ?gcx  Tcrtul  Dc  Corona  Militis,  cap.S. 

wholy 
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Grati.n  Di- 
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Gregor.  Mag. 
Fpift.  lib  9. 
cap.  48. 
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wholy  vitiate,  and  defile,  not  onely  the  Indiuidualls  thus  / Sec  pag-M> 
denoted,  but  likevvife  the  whole  Species  of  them,  vnto 
Chriftians  : then  needes  muft  it  be  true  of  Stagc-Playcs,  c[ob  j*4  ^ 
(which  bring  no  glory  at  all  to  God, nor  good  to  Church,  Rom.3.4. 
or  State:)  that  the  Idolatrous,  and  Vnchriftian  ends,  to  to  24.  cap.  5.8. 
which  they  were  firft  inuented,  and  for  many  hundred  t®  the  end. 
yeeres  defigtied,  muft  make  them  altogether  vnlawfull,  3' 

abominable,  and  vnfeemely  vnto  all  Gods  Children.  And  Gen*ef  6 f 
good  reafon  is  there,  that  it  fhould  bee  fo  : (fj  For  12,15, 
where  the  Fountaine  is  polluted,  the  ftreames  are  al-  h 7 his  all  the 
wayes  filthy  : where  the  roote  is  bitter,  and  corrupt, 
the  fruite,  and  branches  are  fo  too  : where  the  foundati- 
on  is  decayed,  the  building  muft  bee  ruinous.  If  pag.  2J,.  <\0Q  * 

be  but  once  defiled  by  his  fall,  ( ff)  all  his  pofteritie  mufi  of  teflifie  in 
necejfttie  be  borne finners . The  firft  inuented  Stage-Play es,  diofl-  their 
were  the  Fountaine,  the  Roote,  the  Foundation,  and 
common  Father  of  all  the  reft  : now  thefe  were  wholy  * 

Idolatrous,  and  polluted  : they  had  the  Deuill,  and  his  tot  nit  ter  (ft 
Inftruments  for  their  Fathers ; the  Deuills,  honour,\vor-  extend*  fftt- 
Chip,  adoration , and  recreation , for  t^eir  maine,  and 
vtmoft  end  : (h)  therefore  all  fubfequent  Ptayes  Which  iffue 
from  their  materials,  or  example  muft  needes  be  deteftable, 
vnfeemely , pernicious,  and  vnlawfull  vnto  Chriftians,  m de- 
fpightor  this  euafion,  or  all  that  any  Libertines,  or  vo- 
luptuous perfons  ( who  are  but  Sathans  Proclors)  can  a- 
leadge  againft  it. 

To  the  fecond  reply : That  though  Pagans  did  peruert 
thefe  Stage-Playes  to  an  Idolatrous,  yet  Chriftians  may 
purge  out  their  corruptions, and  reduce  them  to  a lawfull 
vfc  : (i ) Since  that  Which  Was  ordained  impioufly  at  the  firft, 
may  We  are  out  that  impietie  in  tratt  of  time,  and  then  the  vfc 
thereof  may  flandwithout  offence . 

I anfwere,  that  though  it  may  bee  true  in  fome  parti-  Anfwerc  2 . 
eular  cafes,  (as  perchance  in  cafe  of  needfull  ceremonies ; 

or  of  Temples  built,  and  Dedicated  to  Idolatrie,)  that  their  1-  S,ec^n  0iCn 

J 1 ' Ecclefiafticall 

Politic. lib. 4 cap.  fa.  li*  5.  cap.  xi,  1 2. 17.  EB.  Halls  Apologie  againft  Brownifls 
Sect.  4 h 46.  Accordingly. 

F 3 impietie 


ad  celtbr tides 
deorttm  ho?to~ 
res  inuenta 
memorantttr. 
Ladlant. 
Diiiinorum 
Inftit.  Epit. 
cap.  6. 

Reply  2. 
t Hookels, 
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imp  let  ic  in  trail  of  time  may  vanifh.and  then  they  may  be  Con - 
ftccratcd  to  Gods  fcruice,and  reduced  to  a lawful/  vfe  ; as  the 
Cathc droll  Church  o/Pauls,  aforc-time  the  Temple  0/ Diana 
as  (j l ) feme  record :)  and  moft  of  all  our  Engiifh  Churches, 
ftoricoFGrcat  at  hrlt  deuoted  vnto  Mafic,  and  Popiili  Idoiatrie,  arc 
i&ritta.  j'nr.Ii  r>.  7 1 ’ ^ 

cap-S.  fol.2^4' 
in  the  life 
ofScbcrt. 
m Hookers 
Ecclefiafticall 
Eolitie.  lib.  5. 
cap.11.17. 
n Vittofum  eft 
clique  quod- 
ftupfrftuum  eft. 

Seneca.  De 
Tranquil. 

Animi  cap.  8. 
o 1 Cor.ic.32. 

33.  psii.4.s. 

Put  a ttbt  non 
ft  cere,  (etfta- 
Uas  far  toff e 
lice  at  f)  quic- 
qutd  maleftu 


now  defigned  to  Gods  pubiike  worfiiip  ; whence  the 
(m)  Trownifts  file  them,  I dole  Synagogues  y Taals  Temples , 
abominable  flies , and  Would  bane  them  rafted  to  the  ground ; 
forwhich  wee  all  condemne  them  : yet  it  cannot  hold 
m cafe  of  Stage-Playes. 

Firft,  becaufe  they  are  altogether  vnneceflary  vani- 
ties, (n)  and  fuperfluom  pleaftures , which  may  bee  better 
(pared, then  retained.  Secondly,becaufe  they  haue  beene, 
are,  and  alwayes  will  be,  ( 0 ) ftcandalous , offenfiue , and  of  ill 
report  among  the  Church , and  Saints  of  God,  who  haue  al- 
wayes declaimed  againft  them,  yea,cenfurcd,and  reieded 
them,  from  age,  to  age,  as  I (hall  prooueat  large  here- 
after. Thirdly,  becaule  from  their  very  fir  ft  inuention, 
to  this  prefent,  (which  is  at  leaft  (p)  2000 . yeeres,  or 
more,)  they  were  neuer  yet  in  any  Age,  or  Countrie,  that 
I can  heare,  or  reade  of;  fo  regulated,  or  reformed  by 
Lawes,  or  other  wife ; as  to  be  thorovviy  defalcated,,  and 
frit  coloratura,  purged  from  their  filthinefle,  or  reduced  to  iuch  honeft, 
Bernard.  De  commendable,  profitable,  neceffary,  or  Chriftian  ends, 
Confid.l. 3.0.4.  iuftly  pleade  in  their  defence.  (^)  Many  are  the 

Lowes  "Which  haue  beene  crafted',  much  the  rare  that  hath 
beene  taken  by  ftmdry  States , and  Cenftors  in  all  Ages , to  loppe 
off  the  enormities , allay  the  poyfton,  purge  cut  the  filth,  and 
groffe  corruptions  ofthefte  Stage-Playes,  and  fo  to  reduce  them 
to  a laudable , and  inoffenfue  vfe : but  yet  thefe  (r)  zAEthio? 
plans,  {bill  retain e their  blacke  irfternall  hue  : thefe  V ipers 
14.  Eliz.cap.5.  keepe  their  Soale-deuounng  poyfon  ftill : thefe  Augsean 

33  E5iz  cap -7*  ftables,  are  as  polluted  (s)yea,  mere  defied)  now,  as  euer 
Bodinus  De 

Republica.  1.6. cap.  1.  Marcus  Aurelius,  cap. 14.  5c  Epi{t  .1 2 to  Lambert.  Cafliodorus 
Variamm.lib.i.  Epift.20.  5c  3o.lib.3.Epift  5 i.lib.7.Epill.io.  r It r . 13.23.  s E?o 
amplius  dice;  non  ftolum  aft  r.unc  til  as,  ludicrorum  inf  am  turn  labes^qua  print  aclfi  ftunt  5 
( c4 criwtnoftu*  mtlio  agt  quxmpriw  aft* ftunt.  Salu.  De  Gub,  Dei,  l.<5.  p.20ii 

fcereto- 


p Nequeye 
tuft  ate  mtr.u - 
untur  mala. 
Cic.Tufc. 
Queft.  lib.  5. 
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heretofore  : no  Art,  no  Age,  no  Nation  could  euer  yet  a-  * Ecclef.  r . 1 5 
bridge,  much  leffe  reforme,  their  exorbitant  corrupt!-  11  ^erfj 
ons,  and  enormities  : their  hurt  doeth  farre  tranfeend  “‘ntis 
their  good  ; their  abufes  ouerpoyfe  their  vfe  : they  are  cjLttamgra- 
fo  (t)  crocked,  and  diflorted  in  themfelues,  that  no  Art  can  dam  ex  n^td~ 
make  them  fir ait e : there  is  no  other  meanes  left  tore-  tta  protule- 
forme  them,  but  vtterly  to  abolifh  them  : it  is  (u)  bootc-  r“nt : 
lejfe,  it  is  hopeleffe  therefore  for  any  Chriftian  to  at-  c'm-** 
tempt,  or  undertake  their  reformation : and  fo  this  Re-  mune,  quta 
plication  is  butvaine.  fourthly,  thefe  Stage-Playes  are  **hU  fan tie  eft 
very  like  to  poyfon  : (v)  vt  Udant , nullo  indigent ; vtpro-  Plinie . Pancg. 
fint  mult  is : they  are  (y)  poyfon  of  themfelues,  bat  they  mufr  ^ 


1 8 j.  See  Cafe. 
Polit.lib.  4. 
cap.i.pag.313. 
x Chryfuft* 

Hem. i2.  in 

Ephtf  4. 
y . Non  eft  in- 
ert remeatum 


hme  many  ingredients  to  make  them  holefome  .-.yea,  the  moft 
accurate  Chymift  cannot  fo  refine  them,  fo  compound 
them,  but  that  they  will  bee  more  poyfonous  then  hole- 
fome ; more  pernicious  then  vfefull,  in  their  beft  condi- 
tion : their  vanitie,  and  frothie  difeourfe : their  lalciui- 
ous  complements,  and  wanton  dalliance ; their  mifpence 
of  money,  and  that  which  farre  tranfeends  all  trealures, 

(z.)  of  pretions , peereleffe  time,  (to  omit  all  other  circurri-  cf3r*fibfid  ve- 
ftances ;)  will  ouer-ballance  ail  the  good,  that  the  mofi: 
refined  Stage-Playes  can  produce : It  is  then  but  (a)  filly  T De  Rccfitltl ' 
and  madnefie,  yea,  finnein  Chriftians  to  retaine  them  ; Cathol.  Con. 
though  they  hauc  hopes  for  to  reforme  them,  becaufe  uerfht.Traft. 
(b)  their  euili  Would  fill  exceede  their  good . Fiftiy , it  is  but  T°!T19*pag. 
a meere  Sopbifticall,  anddeceitfull  Apologie,  to  argue  \\ sumpMofir- 
thus  for  Stage-Playes  : (c)  They  may  be  regulated,  and  re-  fimaefi  iaal~ 
duced  to  good,  and  lawful!  vies ; therefore  they  are  law-  ™ tempor is, 
full  vnto  Chriftians  now  : I take  it  for  my  owne  part ; Lypfhis.  Epift. 
that  Chriftians  fhould  rather  argue  thus  : They  are  one-  ^ 

Jy  reduceable  to  good,  and  lawftill  ends,  but  they  are  not  a en;m 
yet  reduced  : their  abufes  may  bee  reformed,  but  as  yet  quifaph,  u 
they  are  not  correded  : therefore  (d ) Wee  mufi  take  them  yued  sacun- 
as  We  finde  them  now,  vnpurged,  vneorreded ; and  fo  we  *Mm  e * 

Cjucd  efi  me  lift* 

prAtulent  C lem ens  \ ! r xa-nd  Pacdag  lib.  3 ca p . 1 1 . b Ex  malt*  either e minima 
aporter,  Cicero,  De  Officijs.Jib  2.  c A poffe  adejfe  non  ym/et  argument  ars  Kuuio, 
Keckcrman:  and  other  Logicians,  d j Thcf.5.21.  Ephcfj.ie,ut 
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* i Tbef.j.tj.  muft  (e)needfs  ituojde  them,  jut,  condemn' them.  Hethat 
1 Pct.2.  i r.  will  pleade  for  Stage-Playes  thus : let  him  hrft  reforme 

iuie  23.  them,  then  iuftihe,and  embrace  them  : elfc  let  him  ioyn# 

f Non  fat  ^ eft  with  vs  in  their  deferued  condemnation,  till  hee  can  cut- 
die  ere  fan  an-  dently  (f)  demonftrate  to  vs  their  all  nail  hopelejfe  reformat'^ 
dum '[fcyul-  oyl ' sixtly,  if  pjayeS  may  bee  reformed,  and  reduced  to 
mtd,  mft  die  a tkeir  iawfun  ends;  whaf  parties  arc  there,  that  fhould 

vndertake  their  cure?  Good  inen  will  net:  they  rather 

(g) Vriftj  their  ruinc,  then  their  hopeleffc,  vfeltffe  wel- 
fare. Bad  men  will  not,  becaufe  they  approoue  them  not, 

(h)  bat  for  their  p leafing  corruptions , which  feede  their 
carnall  lufts  : Yea,  both  of  them  together  cannot  cleanfe 
them  from  thofe  inueterate  corruptions,  and  natiue 
obfeenities,  which  adhere  vnto  them.  For  my  owne 
part,  I cannot  pofTibly  conceiue , how  all  our  popular 
Stage-Playes  fhould  bee  fo  refined,  as  that  their  vfe,  and 
praclife  fhould  be  euery  way  Chriftiau,  and  Legitimate  ; 
becaufe  I fee  no  meanes,  no  perfons  to  effect  it : thcre- 

nifirifm  noder  fore  I cannot  but  conclude  them,  to  bee  defperate,'  hope- 
impuritaubidd,  (j ) and  incorrigible  tails,  vn  cap  able  cf  any  care,  vn- 

traftible  by  any  Chriftian,  vnfufferable  in  any  Chriftian 
State.  Seuenthly,  admit  they  might  bee  reformed,  and 
reduced  vnto  honeft,  neceflary,  and  Chriftian  vfes ; what 
ends,  and  vies  fhould  thefe  bee?  If  carnall  mirth,  and 
riotous  iollitie  ? (theonely  vfe  that  1 know  foi  them :) 
all  Chriftians  know,  (kj  that  thefe  are  jinfuU:  Bur  admit 
they  were  not : yet  if  ail  ribaldrie,  wantonnefTe,  and  feur- 
rilitie,  were  exploded  out  of  Stage-Playes;  thismirtb, 
and  iollitie  would  quickly  wither.  (/ J If  honeft  recreation 
onely  ? what  neede  of  any  Stage-Playes  for  this  purpofe, 
fince  there  is  fo  great  varietie  of  farre  honefter,  cheaper, 
pleafanter, shorter,  and  more  obuious  recreations, which 

Ub. 6.  enp  186.  vvould  more  refrefh  vs  then  Stage-Playes  would  doe, 
^ lames  4 9. 

Chap. $. S'  Reuel  iS  7 Luke  6.z$.  Rijns  eft  corrupt to  difttphn/t.  Saluian.  DeGubfr. 
Dei,  lib.  6 pag.  192.  1 Si  disenat  emm,  pro  ludi  a'juvi fyefticulx  ad  rccreandos 

dnimos : dtcemud , non  ftipere  emit  ate: , epuibus  Indue  pro  re  feria  habetur.  Clemens 
Alexandr.  Paedag.  lib.3,cap.ji. 

W if 
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an  acc ur fed  thing.  Yea,  hence  hee  obligeth  them,  (t)  to  e Exod.25  ij. 
defiroj  etten  the  very  names  of  their  Idoles  : not  to  make  men-  Dcut.fi.  13, 14. 
ttohof  the  names  of  other  Gods : not  to faffer  them  to  be  heard  p|;|[  164' 
cut  of  their  mouth  es  : nor  yet  fo  much,  as  to  participate  of  any  n0fca  2 17* 
of  their  Sacrifices,  Kites,  or  Ceremonies.  Therefore  fince  Zech.  13.2. 
God  hath  giuen  fuch  fpeciail  charge  again  ft  the  reliques,  f varro  non 
and  monuments  of  Idolatrie  heretofore  : it  cannot  but  be  t*ntum  in  re- 
finfull,  vnfeemely,  and  Vnchriftian,  for  vs  to  folder,  or 
admit  of  (f)  Stage-? layes,  or  any  other  Indentions  now,  ^inU  pmit 
Which  Were  originally  ordained,  and  for  many  hundred  yeeres  ludos fcenicoi  0 
together  appropriated,  to  the  fblemne  worship,  and gratifi-  cum  wtejue  (1 
cation  of  IdoleTDeuill-  Cjods.  * dn tummedo 

Thirdly,  the  Scriptures  doe  peremptorily  enioyne  all  font  & honejh 
Chrittians,  ( g)  to  abftawe from  things  offered,or  conjecrated  ctuttdtc 
vnto  Idoles:  as thefe  Stage-Play es  were.  nee  in  re- 

Firft,  (h)  becaufe  the  things  Which  the  Cjentiles  Sacrifice,  bus  humank 
they  Sacrifice  to  Deuills,  and  not  to  Cjod  : therefore  thofe 
that  participate  of  them,  muftneedes  haue  communion  0Jp 
with  the  Deuill : and  I Would  not  (faith  the  Apoftle)  that  ^ auteritate 
ye  fiould  haue fellow/hip  With  Deuills.  Secondly,  (i)  becaufe  fra  fecit,  fed 
Chrijhans  cannot  drinke  the  (fup  of  the  Lord,  and  the  (fup  of  y*oniam  eos 
Deuills  : they  cannot  be  partakers  of  the  Lords  Table,  and  the  Rom*  nat** 
Table  of  Deuills  : for  W h at  fellow /hip  hath  Rlghteou fine  fife,  %diuinkTe- 
With  Vnri aht confine  (ft ? f tvhat  communion  hath  Light  With  h*s  txucnit. 
Tarkonejfel  wh at  Concorde  hath  Chrifi  With  Belial } What  Auguft.  De 
part  hath  hee  that  Bcleeueth  With  an  Inpdell  ? or  What  agree - ^ 
ment  hath  the  Temple  of  Qod  With  Idoles  ? God,  and  the  4 a cl  15  20 
Deuill,  Cbrift,  and  Belial,  are  contrary,  are  inconfiftent : \9.  l Cor.’io’ 
therefore  the  feruic#,  and  ceremonies  of  the  one,  are  al-  20,21.  Pfal. 
together  incompatible  with  the  other.  Thirdly,  (kj  be-  1 6 -4  * Cor. 
caufe  ChrifUans  mu  ft  not  bee  vn  equally  yoak^d  With  vnbe - 
leeuers.  With  Whom  they  haue  no  part  nor  fellow  flip  ; now  if  Qmm  Audio  * 
they  fhould  communicate  with  the  Gentiles  in  Stage-  Gentiliumfe- 
Playes,or  things  confecrated  to  their  Idoles : they  fhould  ft  suit  at  es  er 
bee  then  vnequal.lv  yoaked,  they  fhould  haue  part,  and  fertas  defttne' 

J 17  mus^CfutA  cjut 

y*lt  effe  diuincrum  pariicep'^  non  debet  ejfe  fbcitts  Idolorum.  Ambrofe,  Strmo.  IX. 
i 1 Cor.io.21.  2 Cor.6.14,15,16.  £ 2 
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fellowship  with  Infidels,  in  this  refpe# : which  God 
will  not  allow  of.  Fourthly,  (/ ) becaufe  the  Confidences  of 
the  Weaker  brethren,  fhould  not  be  grieved,  offended,  defied , 
or  emboldened , by  others  participation  of  thefe  Idolatrous  Sa- 
crifices; to  their  mine,  and  the  Gojpcls  feandall : Fiftly, 
(m)  bscMifc  all  the  Sacrifices,  r cliques,  and  ceremonies  of  [- 
doles,  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord,  (n)  and  therefore  pro - 
uokehimvnto  Wrath,  to  our  deftruflien.  Laftly  , ( o ) be- 
catife  they  are  a ready  meanes  to  Withdraw  oar  hearts  from 
Cjod  vnto  Idolatrie  : therefore  (p)  Wee  mu  ft  feper  ate  from 
n i Cor,  i o.n t them,  and  not  fio  much  as  touch  them,elfe  Cjod  Will  not  recciue 
vs  as  his  people.  Since  therefore  God  vpon  all  the  former 
reafons  doeth  thus  fericufly,  and  frequently  prohibit, 
fuch  ceremonies,  and  inuentions,  as  were  inftituted,  and 
deftinated  to  the  Deuiiis  feruice  at  the  firft : My  Maior 
is  irrefragable,  and  my  Conclusion  true  : That  Stage- 
Play  es  are  pernicious  ,vnfeemely , and  vn  lawful  * vnto  Chnfti- 
ans  ; becaufe  they  Were  at  firft  deuoted  to  the  honour,  and  for 
many  hundredyeeres  together,  defigned  to  the  Worfhip  of  feme 
Jdole-Cjods,  by  the  very  Deuils  fauouriter. 

All  that  can  bee  here  replied  to  euade  this  Argument, 
is  reducible  to  thefe  two  heads-  Firft,  that  the  Dedica- 
tion of  Stage-Playes  to  thefe  Deuiil-Gods , did  onely 
Contra#  a Guilt,  or  Smfulneffe  vpon  thoSe  particular 
Playes,  that  were  really  appropriated  to  their  worShip, 
Visl VtMiin-  alK^  Celebrated  to  honour  : but  (q)  not  vpon  all 
trodi*3un,  & Secondly,  that  though  Pagans,  or  others  haue 

ipfis  a prim  or-  abufed  Stage-Piaycs,  to  Idolatrous,  andvnlawfull  ends, 
dio  cli  cat  urn  yet  this  is  (>*)  no  impediment , but  that  Chriftians  may  re- 

eft,  ejuodque  to  a commendable,  and  lawfuil  vfe,  fothat 

we  cannot  well  conclude : That  all  popular  Stage-Playes 

batur  ab  idolis, 

icL  IcLolis  adhuc  ’Vtuis  ? non  quafi  altquid  fit  idolum , fed  qu*7?iam  quod  Idolisalrt 
factunt , ad  dtmones  pertinent.  Tertu!.  DsCorona  Miluis. cap.  6.  q Malum  rt- 
detar  ejfe  bonum  tilt , cut  mentem  dew  tmpultt  ad  exttium*  Sophocles.  Antigone, 
pag.  353.  Num.  620.  r Let  thefe  obieflors  remerrber  this  : Dtffctltus  eft 
male  percept  a dedfeere,  qu/im  bene  precept  a dfeere.  Cafe.  Polit  lib.  4.  cap.  r. 
P *&VS' 

art 


/ 1 Cor.g.4. 
to  13. 

Rom.T4-r5, 

I6.20.zr. 

sn  Leuit.iS. 
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are  vnlawfull,  becaufe  the  firft  of  them  were  inden- 
ted, and  for  a long  trad  of  time  denoted,  totheDcuills 
worlh  ip . 

To  the  firftof  thefc,  I anfwere  with  (s)Tertullian : Anfwer  i. 
that  though  the  confe  crating  of  any  profitable,  and  vjefull  s De  Corona 
Indentions  to  'fdole-Cjods : (t)  as  of  Letters , and  Trade  to  Mihtis.  cap. 
Mercuric  : ofMuftckg,  and  Poctrie  to  Apollo  : ofphyficke,  *’g**po| 
to  J£fculapius  : of  Ships,  and  Navigation  to  Neptune,  and 
Mmerua  : of  fVine  to  Bacchus  : of  Come , and  Hufbandrie  Alexander 
to  Ceres  : of  Fire,  and  Smitherie  r#  Vulcan:  and  the  like,  Sardis,  De  Re« 
by  'Whom  they  Were  invented,  as  Heathen  Poets,  and  Hifto-  ■mmlnuento- 
rians  faine  : doeth  no  Waycs  vitiate,  or  defile  them  in  the ge-  j’ 

nerall,  but  that  they  are,  and  may  be  lawfull  vnto  Chriflians ; J 2>  * 
becaufe  they  are  abfolutcly  neceffary,  at  leaflwife  vfefull,  vnto  » Tertul.Dc 
men  : forWhofc  benifit  by  Gods  providence,  they  Were  at  firft  Corona  Mi- 
invented:  Euen  as  the  facrificing  of  (u)  a Male-go  ate  to  li\is*  ca^*7*\ 
Bacchus  : of  a Cocke  to  jfifculapius  : of  aTull  to  Iupiter : Alexandro/ 
of  a Lambe,  or  She-goate  vnto  Iuno  : of  an  Horfe  to  Mars  : of  Gcn.  Dicium, 
a Dosie  to  Venus  : of  a Swine  to  Pan  : of  aDoc,  or  Heifer  to  lib  3.  cap.  12. 
Miner  ua  : or  of  CUPyrre,  and  Frankincenfe  toother  l doles,  Ouid.Faflo- 
did  ftampe  no  Impreffe  of  vnlawfulneflfe , or  vnholi- 
neffe,  on  the  whole  kindes,  or  fpecies  of  thefe  feuerall  hb.T^ode^T/ 
creatures;  (which  did  ftill retaine  their  entitiue  good-  * Afts.r5.20, 
neffe  in  them:)though  it  did  *fi  defile  thofe  indiuidualfand  29.  P al  16.4. 
particular  creatures  that  Were  immediately  offered  vpinSa-  1 Cor. 8.1.  to 
crifice  to  tlym , that  Chriftians  might  not  lawfully  cate  of  ***  ^P,1Q* 
them.  Though,  I fay,  it  bee  alwayes  true  in  cafe  of  pro-  Tcrtul.  De 
fitahle  Inuentions,  or  Gods  good  creatures : that  the  per-  Corona  Mill- 
uerting  of  them  to  Idolatrous  ends,  doeth  lay  a blemifti  tls-  caP  8; 
vpon  the  depraued  Indiuidualls  onely,  not  impofe  an  vn- 
lawfulnefie  on  the  whole  fpecies,  or  other  Indiuidualls  of  *inew]eJnodl 
their  kinde  : Yet  it  is  vndoubtedly  true ; („y)  that  the  de - pmpdsdtana 
ftinating,  and  denoting  cfpnpr eft able,  F leafurable , Heathe*  quit*  idoto - 

rw/n  jolenxi- 

'tatibu*  fujfendt  Jo  lent,  ft  apt  e cjuidem  naturd  putt  funt,  inuoedtione  t«rr>tn  ddtni* 
num  trtspuri  effidpntttr.  Cyril.  Hi  erufol.  Catcch.  Myilag.  i.  x Tertullian,  De  Co- 
rona Militis.  cap.?,?.  Augu'fl:  Dt  Dofhi  a.  Chrjftiana.  lib.2t  cap.23.  to  28.  GojflTons 
Confutation  of  Playes.  Ad.  j.  Accordingly, 
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Dea  ncxa  co 
ranis.  Quid. 
Faftor.  lib.4. 
pag.  8i. 
Bacchus  a- 
mat  fiores : 
Baccho  pU- 


nifiy  Infamous , Scandalous  ,andvnneceffary  Inuentions,Whic!$ 
neither  the  Scriptures , nor  Primitiue  Church  approoued , to 
Mi?iti«r?ibna  Idolatrous  ,and  Sinfull  ends , (and  that  from  their  very  fir  ft 
cap. '7,8,9.  * conception,  which  is  the  cafe  of  Stage-Playes, ) doeth 
< MtHe  vomit  ™akp  not  onely  the  denoted  In  dim  du  alls  ; hut  Ukewife  the 
vartis  forum  Whole  kinde  tt  felfe , vn lawful!  vnto  Chriflians  • Jo  that  no 
p articulars  of  this  nature  may  be  vfed.  Hence  Tertu Ilian 
concludes ; (y)  that  it  u vtterly  vnlawfull  for  Chriflians  to 
Weare  a Laurell  (Jrowne,or  flowrie  Garland  in  any  cafe  though 
it  he  by  Way  of  Triumph  : hecaufe  thefe  (Jr owns s Were  firfi  in - 
uented  for  the  honour , Worne  to  the  Worfhip , and  confecratcd 
cuifTe  0 iothe  ferttice  of  (zf)Tagan  cDeuill-gods : Hence  the  felfe- 
»Jm“xAriad-  ^arne  father  affirmes ; {a)  that  it  is  no  Wayes  law  full,  fir 
V&o  fderenoffe  Chriflians  to  retaine  the  names  oflu piter,  Bacchus,  Apollo, 
petes,  1$  c-  or  other  ldole-gGds,  or  toimpofe  them  on  their  children  : be- 
Ouid.  Faftor.  caufe  they  Were  the  names  of  J doles  at  the  firfl : therefore  vn- 
vid^ItT&c9  law  full  to  bee  vfed  now : Hence  (b)  the  Fathers,  Councells, 

a Dc  Idolatria  And  fore-recited  Trot  eft  ant  Authors,  condemne  all  Diuinati- 
hb.  cap.  it.  ons,Morrice-dances>  Bone  fires,  Newye  ere s- gifts ; the  obfer  na- 

tion of  Ncwy  ceres- day ; or  the  (Jalends  of  January : Effeminate 
mixt  Tauncing ; (c)  efp e dally , at  Weddings , where  it 
is  now  mo  ft  in  vfe  : burning  of  (d)  Taper  j in  Churches , 
ejpecially  in  the  day-time, as  the  Papifls  vfe  : fhauing  ofPriefls 
cr<rwnes,and  bcardes , &c.  as  vtterly  vnlawfull  vnto  C hriftians 
now ; ( e)  becaufe  they  Were  Reliejues  of  Idolatrie ; yea , Sa- 
crifices, appendices,  and  deuoted  ceremonies  of*I doles  here- 
tofore : If  then  it  bee  true  in  all  thefe  cafes ; that  the  ap- 
nuptias  euntes  propriating  of  feme  particulars  to  Idolatrous  vfes,  doeth 

Vel  balare,  vel 

faltare,  (edmodeffe  ccenare  fg*  prandere , ficut  competit  Chrifiianis.  Condi.  Laodice- 
num.  Can.53.  Cencil.  llerdenfe.  Clan.  vlr.  d hi  me  Cererrs  fact  is  nunc  quoque  teds 
datur.  Ouid.  Faftorum.  lib.  4.  pag.  71.  e Prcpterea  Ape  fichu  incUmat  ; Tugtte 
Jdololatrtam  : omnem  Vticjue  tot  Am,  Recogtta  (ituojti,  quant  a l at  it  ant  {pint* 

Nthil  da-  dum  Idclo  : fir  nihil  nec  [umendum  ab  idolo.  Si  in  Idc  lio  recumber e ahe- 
mtm  efi  a fide,  quid  in  idoli  habit  u victor  i ? Qua  communto  Chrifit  Belt  a / idea 

fugtte.  Longum  entm  diuerttum  mandat  ab  idololatrid , innullo  pr oxime  agendum. 
Draco  enitm  terrentu  de  longmquo,  non  minus  fpiritu  abfiorhet  alites.  loannes  filtolt 
inquit,  cufledtte  Vos  ab  Ids  lie  : non  iam  ab  IdoloUtria  quafi  ab  c fie  to,  fed  ab  Idoli* , iA 
eft,  ab  ipfa  efigiz  eorum , &c%  Ter  till.  Dc  Corona  Milit^s.  tap.  8. 

wholy 
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vvholy  vitiate,  and  defile,  not  onely  the  Indiuic! nails  thus  / Seepage 
deuoted,  but  likewilethe  whole  Species  of  than,  vnto  I>'  * 

Chriftians  : thenneedes  muft  it  be  true  of  Stage-Play es,  ^ 51 
(which  bring  no  glory  at  all  to  God, nor  good  to  Church,  Rorr.3'4! 
or  State:)  that  the  Idolatrous,  and  Vnchriftian  ends,  to  to  24.cap.5.8, 
which  they  were  firft  inuented,  and  for  many  hundred  to  the  end. 
yeeres  defigned,  muft  make  them  altogether  vnlawfull,  p}^2’* 
abominable,  and  vnfeemely  vnto  ail  Gods  Children.  And  Gcncfe.^  * 
good  reafon  is  there,  that  it  fliould  bee  fo  : (fj  For  12,15. 
where  the  Fountaine  is  polluted,  the  ftreames  are  al-  h This  all  the 
wayes filthy:  where  the  roote  is  bitter,  and  corrupt.  Fathers, arid 
the  fruitc,  and  branches  are  fo  too : where  the  foundati- 
on  is  decayed,  the  building  muft  bee  ruinous.  If&fdam  p,g  j‘  Joe  ‘ 
be  but  once  defiled  by  his  fall,  (g)  all  his  fofleritie  muft  of  tefTific  in 
neceffitie  be  borne  ftnners.  The  firft  inuented  Stage-Play  es,  thofc  their 
were  the  Fountaine,  the  Roote,  the  Foundation,  and  writings 
common  Father  of  all  the  reft:  now  thefe  were  w holy 
Idolatrous,  and  polluted  : they  had  the  Deuill,  and  his  totalitcr& 
Inftruments  for  their  Fathers ; the  Deuills,  honour, wor-  cauetuU  ftp*  ■ 
fhip,  adoration,  and  recreation,  for  their  maine,  and  quod 

vtmoftend  : (h)  therefore  all  fubfe^uent  Playes  Which  iffuc 
from  their  material Is,  or  example ; muft  needes  be  det  eft  able,  yeil^Tta 
vnfeemely  , pernicious,  and  vnlawfull  vnto  Chriftians,  mde-  memorantur. 
fpightof  this  euafion,  or  all  that  any  Libertines,  or  vc-  Laftant. 
luptuous  perfons  ( who  are  but  Sathans  Prodors)  can  a-  D’l,un9ri:m 
leadge  againft  it.  in&^u 

To  the  fecond  reply:  That  though  Pagans  did  peruert  ^ Reply  2. 
thefe  Stage-Playes  to  an  Idolatrous,  yet  Chriftians  may  / Hookc.  s, 
purge  out  their  corruptions, and  reduce  them  to  a lawful!  Ecclcfiafticall 
vfe  : (i)  Since  that  Which  Was  ordained  impioufly  at  the  firft, 
may  Weare  out  that  impietie  in  trail  of  time,  and  then  the  vfe  Cc  * 1 
thereof  may  ft  and  Without  offence . 

Ianf  ere,  that  though  it  may  bee  true  in  feme  parti-  AnFwcrc  2. 
cular  ca  t$,  fas  perchance  (kj  in  cafe  of  needfull  ceremonies ; 
or  of  Temples  built,  and  Dedicated  to  Idolatric, ) that  their  £.See  lookers 

' P.rrlrfinflira  II 


F 'Urie.Iib  4 cap.  12. lib.  j.cap.u,  12. 17.  BB.  Halls  Apclogie  againft  Brcwnifls. 
S^ct.  45, 4$,  Accordingly. 


impietie 
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/ Camderi  impietie  in  trail  of  time  may  vanijh,and  then  they  may  he  Coti- 

r,n;  u fe crated  to  Gods  fcruice,and  reduced  to  a lawful! vfe-,  as  the 

Mi  Jdc.fvX.^  ^ Cath  e dr  all ' Church  o/Pauls,  af or  e-time  the  Temple  of£)  iana 
Spfcdcs  m-°'  **  (0  fojne  record :)  and  moft  of  all  our  Euglilh  Churches* 
floric  of  Great  at  firft  deuoted  vnto  Made,  and  ropifii  Idolatrie,  are 
Brittaine.li&.7  now  defigned  to  Gods  publike  worftup  ; whence  the 


cap.g.  fol.134 
in  the  life 
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m Hookers 
Ecdefiafticall 
Politic,  lib.  5. 
cap.n.17. 
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~vhique  quod 
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Seneca.  Be 
Tranquil. 
Afiimi  cap.  8. 
o 1C0r.1c.3a, 
33.  Phi!.4.S. 
Put  a ttbt  non 
it  cere,  (e.fa- 
l i as  fort  off e 
lieeatf  quic- 
qutd  male  fu- 


(m)  Trowmfis  file  them,  I dole  Synagogues,  Taals  Temples, 
abominable  flics , and  Would  haue  them  rafed  to  the  ground  • 
forwhich  wee  all  condemne  them  : yet  it  cannot  hold 
in  cafe  of  Stage-Play es. 

Firft,  becanfe  they  are  altogether  vnneceflary  vani- 
ties, ( n ) and  fuperfluous  pleafures,  which  may  bee  better 
fpared,then  retained.  Secondly, becaufe  they  haue  beene, 
are,  and  alwayes  will  be,  (o')  fcandalous,  offenfiue,  and  of  ill 
report  among  the  Church,  and  Saints  of  God,  who  haue  al- 
wayes declaimed  againft  them,  yea,cenfured,and  reie&ed 
them,  from  age,  to  age,  as  I ftiall  prooueat  large  here- 
after. Thirdly,  becaufe  from  their  very  firft  inuention, 
to  this  prefent,  (which  is  at  lead:  (p)  2000.  yeeres,  or 
more,)  they  were  neuer  yet  in  any  Age,  or  Countrie,  that 
I can  heare,  or  reade  of ; fo  regulated,  or  reformed  by 
Lavves,  or  other  wife ; as  to  be  thorowly  defecated,  and 
exit  color atum.  purged  from  their  filthinefle,  or  reduced  to  iuch  honeft, 
Bernard.  Be  commendable,  profitable,  neceflary,  or  Chriftian  ends, 
Confid  1.3  .c. 4.  as  might  iuftly  pleade  in  their  defence,  (cf)  Many  are  the 
\uftl*emtnu  Lsswes  which  haue  beene  enabled ; much  the  care  that  hath 

untur  mala.  beene  taken  by  fundry  States,  and  Cenfors  in  all  Ages , to  loppe 

off  the  enormities,  allay  the  poyfon,  purge  out  the  fllth , and 
groffe  corruptions  ofthefe  Stage-? layes,  and  fo  to  reduce  them 
to  a laudable,  and  inoffenpue  vfe : but  yet  thefe  (r)  ts£thio~ 
iTacobf.cap.7  ?*ans>  ft  ill  ret  nine  their  blacfe  infer  n all  h ue  : thefe  Vipers 
14.EUz.cap  5.  keepe  their  Soule-deuouring poyfon  ftill : thefe  Augsran 

3 ;■  E'iz:  cap.7.  fhbies,  are  as  polluted  (s) yea,  more  defied)  now,  as  euer 

Bodiou-sBe 

Rep  ibli-  1 1.6  cap.  1.  Marcus  Aurelius,  cap.  14.  Sc  Epift  .1  2 to  Lambert.  Cafliodorus 
V iriarunvlib  i.  Epift.20.  5c  3&.lib.3',Epift  5 i.lib.7.Epift.lo.  r I(r. 13. 23.  5 Ego 

rmpli  ■<  dfcO’,  non  foist  m agi  nunc  til  as  ludtcrorum  tvfamium  labet,qu&  pruts  rttf  funt ; 
?d  ert  tnoj  us  w ulto  agi  quxm priuiatl*  funt.  Salu.  Be  Cub,  Bei,  \,6.  p.201. 

hereto- 
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heretofore  : no  Art,  no  Age,  no  Nation  could  euer  yet  a-  / Ecclef.  r . 15 
bridge,  much  leffe  re  forme,  their  exorbitant  corrupti-  11 
ons,  and  enormities  : their  hurt  doeth  farre  tranfcend 
their  good  ; their  abuies  ouerpoyfe  their  vfe  : they  are  qatiomgr*- 
fo  (t)  crocked,  and  diftorted  in  themfelues,  that  no  Art  can  dum  ex  neejui- 
make  them  ftraitc : there  is  no  other  meanes  left  tore-  tta  pr°t*ie- 


oote - 


runt  : mhtl 
ftbt  ipfts  tecum 


forme  them,  but  vtterly  to  abolifn  them  : It  is  (u)  b 
IcJJe,  it  is  hopeleffe  therefore  for  any  Chriftian  to  at-  ^ftant  com- 
tempt,  or  vndertake  their  reformation : and  fo  this  Re-  mUne,  y»ia 
plicationis  butvaine.  Fourthly,  thefe  Stage-Playes  are  mhil  ftmtle  eft 
very  like  to  poyfon  : (x)vt  Udant,  nullo  indigent-,  vtpro - Pllnie . Paneg. 
fint  mu  It  is : they  are  (y ) poyfon  of  them  fellies,  "but  they  mu  ft 
haue  many  ingredients  to  make  them  holefome : yea,  the  moft  T ^ m Se/caPe. 
accurate  Chymift  cannot  fo  refine  them,  fo  compound  Polit.hb.  4. 
them,  but  that  they  will  bee  more  poyfonous  then  hole-  cap.i.pag.jiji 
fome ; more  pernicious  then  vfefuli,  in  their  bell:  condi-  * ChryfoA. 
tion  : their  vanitie,  and  frothie  difeourfe : their  lafeiui-  Ephef//10 
cus  complements,  and  wanton  dalliance ; their  mifpence  y Non  eft  in 
of  money,  and  that  which  farre  tranfeends  all  treafures,  eisremedtum 
(z)  of  pretious,  peerelejfc  time,  (to  omit  all  other  circum-  ct3riftiiftd\e- 
fiances;)  will  ouer-ballance  all  the  good,  that  the  mofl 
refined  Stage-Playes  can  produce : It  is  then  but  (a)  filly,  Dc  Rcdhii.* 
and  madneffe,  yea,  finne  in  Chriftians  to  retaine  them  ; Cathol.  Con. 
though  they  haue  hopes  for  to  reforme  them,  becaufe  uerfot.  Trad; 
(b)  their  euill  Would  fill  exceeds  their  good.  Fiftly,  it  is  but  To™.9.pag. 
a metre  Sophiflicall,  and  deceitfull  Apologie,  to  argue  ^SumptuofiC- 
thus  for  Stage-Playes  : (c)  They  may  be  regulated,  and  re-  fimaeftiaaL- 
duced  to  good,  and  lawfull  vfes;  therefore  they  are  law-  r*  tempore. 
•full  vnto  Chriftians  now : I take  it  for  my  ownepart;  Lypfius.  Epift. 
that  Chriftians  fhuald  rather  argue  thus  : They  are  one-  5 ^jt' 
ly  reduceabie  to  good,  and  lawfull  ends,  but  they  are  not  a Ne^ue  enint 
yet  reduced : their  abufes  may  bee  reformed,  but  as  yet  ^tfapit,id 
they  are  not  corre&ed  : therefore  (d)  Wee  mufi  take  them  yHtd $ucun. 

as  We  findc  them  now,  vn purged,  vneor reded ; and  fo  we  efi>  e* 

qued  eft  melius 

fr&tulerit  Clemens  AlexanT  Paedag  lib  3.  cap. II.  b £x  mail*  eltgere  minima 
oportet. Cicero,  Dc  Oflicijs,Iib.2.  c A pojje  ad effe  non  "valet  argumentum Ruui<?. 
Kcckcrman:  and  other  Logicians,  d j ThcHs.ai. Efhcfj»]e>Ut 
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* i Thcf  5.23.  muft  (e)  need's  auoyde  them,  yea,  condemne  them,  He  that 
1 Pct.2. 1 1.  will  pleade  for  Stage-Playes  thus : let  him  firft  reforme 
uie  23 ' them,  then  iuftifie,and  embrace  them  : elfe  let  him  ioyna 
f Non  fat  is  eft  with  vs  in  their  deferued  condemnation,  till  hee  can  eui~ 
dicers  fanan-  dently  (f)  demonftrate  to  vs  their  all  nail  hopeleffe  reformat y- 
chtm  effe  W-  0Ht  sixtly,  if  Piayes  may  bee  reformed,  and  reduced  to 
"tur  mmoTo  t^ie^r  ^avv^  ends;  what  parties  arc  there,  that  Ihould 
Pachyracrus."  vndertake  their  cure? 'Good  inen  will  not:  they  rather  • 
Hid.  lib. 4.  (g)  their  mine,  then  their  hopelefle,  vfelcffe  wel- 

g vttnaw  om-  fare.  Bad  men  will  not,  becaufe  they  approoue  them  nor, 
nes  dtluercn-  Qj)  but  for  their  p leafing  corruptions 3 which  feede  their 
carnall  lufts : Yea,  both  of  them  together  cannot  cleanfe 
them  from  thofe  inueterate  corruptions  , and  natiue 
obfeenities,  which  adhere  vnto  them.  For  my  owne 
part,  I cannot  poflibly  conceiue , how  all  our  popular 
Stage-Playes  fhould  beefo  refined,  as  that  their  vfc,  and 
^atquelrfunia  pra&ife  fhould  be  euery  vvay  Chriftian,  and  Legitimate  ; 
gaudearnw:  becaufe  I fee  no  meanes,  no  perfons  to  effe  it  it : there- 

nift rifn  noder  fore  I cannot  but  conclude  them,  to  bee  delperate,  hope- 
impurttd  ftbrM,  le{fe,  (i ) and  incorrigible  euils , uncap  able  of  any  cure  3 vn- 
ntft  fldgttiu  tradirible  by  any  Chriftian,  vnfufferable  in  any  Chriftian 
State.  Seuenthly,  admit  they  might  bee  reformed,  and 
reduced  vnto  honeft,  neceffary,  and  Chriftian  vfes ; what 
ends,  and  vies  ftiouldthefe  bee?  If  carnall  mirth,  and 
riotous  iollitie  ? (theonely  vfethat  I know  for  them :) 
allChriftians  know,  ( kj  that  thefe  are  finfull:  But  admit 
they  were  not : yet  if  ail  ribaldrie,  wantonnelfe,  and  feur- 
rilitie,  were  exploded  out  of  Stage-Playes;  this  mirth, 
and  iollitie  would  quickly  wither.  (/ ) if  honeft  recreation . 
onely  ? what  neede  of  any  Stage-Playes  for  thispnrpofe, 
fince  there  is  (o  great  varietie  of  farre  honefter,  cheaper, 
pleafanter,fhorter,  and  more  obuious  recreations,which 
ltb.6.  cap  186.  vvould  more  refrefli  vs  then  Stage-Playes  would  doe, 

^ lames  4.9. 

Chap.?.?.  Reuel.18.7 . Luke  6. 25.'  Rtfus  eft  corrupt  to  fafspin*.  S luIan.DeGubfr. 
Dei.  lib.  6 pig.  192.  I St  dtxeri  at  emm,  pro  in  do  a 'jtsmi  (peclxcul.t  ad  recreandos 
tonimes:  dtcemtss,  non  fapere  ciuitateSy  qutbus  Indue  pro  re  feria  habetur.  Clemens 

Alexandr.  Paedag.  lib.3.cap.  ji. 

(m)if 


tur.  ChryfHo 
38.  in  Mat. 
h Nobis  au- 
tent  rtderc  £5* 
gaudere  non 
fufftat,  nifi 
cum  pec  cat  0 


mtfteatur. 
Saluian.  De 
G uber.  Dei. 
lib. 6. png. 192. 
i Sol&Thea- 
trormn  imp?*  - 
ri  fates  ft*nr3 
qust  honeft e 
non  poffunt 
Toel  accufart , 
mu l to  minus 
emendari. 
Saluian.  De 
Guber  Dei. 
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which  Chriftians  haue  renounced  in  their  Baptifme  : I 
lhal  vouch  vnto  you  the  expreffe  resolution  ot  iundry  Fa-  v Hocerit  Di- 
thers : Stage-?  layes,  (iaith  (y)TenMm,)are  the  Pomje, 
of  thecDeuill,  again fr  Which,  W<?  haue  renounced  tn  cur  Bap-  1Hp;nac„i0 
tifme , becauje  their  original , and  the  mater  tails  of  Which  fidf  e ter  a- 
they  are  compofed,  confrfleth  Wholy  of  idolatrie : whence  he  ****■  Cum  a- 
ftiles  Dlay-hou/es , (z)  the  Details  Church.  ( a ) Clemens  *”£**$*■ 
Romanos,  (if  the  worke  bee  his,)  calls  Stage -P  layes ; the  J^ex^i* 
Pompes  of  l doles,  and  Spettacles  of  the  Dentil , Wijbing  all  yer^  ^ 
Chriflians  to  Jhunne,  and  auoyd  them.  T he  Dentils  Pompe , ftemur,  re- 
(faith  {b)  Cyril  of  Hierufalemf)  Which  Wee  renounce  in  our  nunnajfents 
Baptifme  ; are  thofe  Spe  Hades,  or  P layes  inT heater s , and  all 
ether  vanities  of  this  Ifnde : from  which  the  holy  A'fan  of  Cjod 
defiring  to  bee  freed,  iaith:  Turne  aivay  mine  eyes  from  be-  ore  noftro  con- 
holding  vanitie.  Be  not  therefore  diligent  in  the  afremblics  te&amur. 
of  P layes.  Saint  osfuguftine  likewife  ftiles  thefe  Stage- 
Playes  the  Pompes  of  the  Deuiil,  which  we  renounce  in  Z}7uwfin 
Baptifme.  (c)  Thou  art  apprehended , thou  art  detected  Oh  tfro  Diabi/ms 
Chrifian , (faith  he)  When  thou  doefr  one  thing, and profefefi  ($  Pempa, 

another : When  thou  art  faith  fidl  in  name,  fait  hie  (fe  in  Worke,  & Angeh  esm 

cenfedntur , 

ejudm  idololatria  ? Igitur  fr  ex  Jdololdtna , y ntuerfam  Spettaculorum  paraturam 
con  fare  conftiterit , indubitate  prstudteatum  erit,  ettam  ad  Speftacula  pert  mere  re- 
nunctationis  noftra  teftimonium inlauacro,  qua  Dtabolo,  (g  Pompa,  & dngelps  rim 
fint  manctpata,gc.  Dc  Spe£ac.  lib.  cap.  4,5,4.  5c  24.  Sec  Hookers  Ec  lef.Poiitic. 
Jib.  5 e -<54.  z Diabolt  Ecclefia et  Templum.  Ib.  cap. 7. 2 f.  a FugtteTheatra  & 
Gr&corum  ludes  : yitate  omnem  Idolorum  Vompam,  fpectem^  dentque  omnt.t  Damo- 
ntdea  Spetta:uU  : Conftit.  Apoft.  lib.  2 . cap.  6 4.  b Renuncto  Sarhana,  (g  omni* 
bus  ettss  op^rtbus.  PoRe'a  die  is,  g cmnt  Pomp*  tllius  : Pompd  Diabolt  ejl , in  T be  at  r is 
Speftdcula,  in  htppodromo  curfus  equorum  & yenationes,  & reliqua  omnts  etugernedi 
y amt  as  : a ejua  pofulans  Itberdrt  janftus  tile  Dei j Auerte , inquiry  oculos  meat,  m 
yideant  yanttatem.  Non  ergo  fs  curt  fits  tn  fequentia  Soeplaeulcrum,  ybt  cottfjti- 
etas  m -morum  pete  lantia* , imni  conrumelta , tmpvdtcttta  refe^tas,  g y no  turn 

effammat  or  urn  chorea*  feeler  is.  Cdtcch.  Myftagogica.  1.  c Depr&hendtria  entm 
(g  detegeris  Chrtjha^e,  quart  do  altud  agis 9 Q altud  profiteris  ; fideli*  t*  nomine* 
a’tud  demonflr ans  tn  optre , non  tenens  profeftonis  tua  fidem  : modo  ingredient  Ee- 
clefidm  or  at  tones  fnndere  3 pofi  mndteum  tn  S ptftaculis  cum  htflriombus  tmpndice 
cl  tmare.  Ogtd  ttbt  cum  Vompis  Dtaboli  quibtss  r emmet  a jit  > Hutc  yos  renunaare 
profeft  efhs  : tn  qua  prof ef tone  .ton  homtnibus,fed  Deo , (g  Angelis  eitts  confcribentt- 
bus  dixfis,Rer  undone.  De  Symbols  ad  Catcchumenos.  Iib.4.cap.i.Tom,9.  part.i* 
pag.  1417.  See  Horn.  21.  Iom.io.pag  592. 
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not  keeping  the  faith  of  thy  promife : going  one  While  into  the 
Church  to  pray ; and  a While  after , running  to  the  7>lay- 
houfe,  to  crie  out  impudently  With  Stage-P layers.  Ton  haue 
profejfed  to  renounce  the  cDeuill ; in  Which  profejjion  , you 
haue  J aid : I renounce  : not  onely  men , but  euen  God,  and  his 
zsfngels  fubfcribing  together  With  you . What  then  hafi  thou 
to  doe  With  thefe  Pompes  of  the  Deuill,  Which  thou  hafi  re- 
nounced, ? Saint  Chryfoftome , who  of  all  the  Fathers  is 
moft  Copious,  moift  Zealous,  and  diuinely  Rhetorical!, 
againft  all  theatricall  Enterludes,  endeauoring  out  of  an 
holy  Zeale,  to  withdraw  all  Chriftians  from  them,  vn- 
to  God  : doeth  oft  times  ftile  thefe  Stage-P  lay  es : (fd)  the 
Deuills  Pompes : the  fables  of  Satan : Damoniacall  myfieries  : 
the  impure  foode  of  the  Deuill : and  Play-houfes : the  Dcuils 
conuenticles : And  from  hence  hee  doeth  ferioufly,  and 
frequently  perfuade  all  Chriftians  to  auoyde  them.  Tea* 
faith  hee,  (fuch  was  his  implacable  indignation,  and  holy 
deteftation  againft  Stage-Playes ; not  out  of  paffion,  or 
Puritanifme,  but  true  Chriftian  Zeale,)  I Will  neuer  giue 
t u dinis  plenas  ? ouer  preaching , vntill  I haue  dtfftpated and  rent  a funder , 
Horn.  De  tfoat  diuelifh  Theater  • that  fo  the  affembly  of  the  Church 
may  bee  made  pure,  andcleane  ; freed  fiom  its  prefen  t filthi- 
nejfe,and  enioy  et  email  Life  hereafter,  by  the  (fir  ace, and  Mercy 
of  [efts  Chr'tfi  their  Lord:  a memorable,  and  Chriftian  re- 
folution.  That  holy  man  of  God,  and  proftfled  enemie  of 


d dlqueybi 
Jfiritus  tnfts  * 
fum  eft  Vn- 
guentum,  eo 
Diaboltcas 
Tempos  tm- 
mtttemus  t 
eo  fohulas  So- 
tana,eo  can- 
tilenas mere- 
tricta  turpi 


Dauide  5c 
Sauie.Tom. 
l.Col.511.  8. 

Proinde  fie - 
quenter  yos 
hortatus  fum, 

ne  quit  eorum  <Jui  horrendf , de  mjfiicd  y'tftimo  parti ci pes funt , ad  ilia  i ret  Spefta- 
culo , non  dtuino  cum  D&moniacis  commtfceret  myfieria.  Dc  verbis  Ifaise.  vidi  Do- 
ininum,  5cc.  Horn.  1.  Col.  1283.  C D-  InTheotro  omnia  contraria , rifttu,  tur- 
pitude , pompo  Diabolic  a.  Magna  tit  Dtaboli  Pompa  , Cymbalo,  ttbto  Qfi  canticd 
plena  fort  ationum  ac  adulteriorum.  In  Aft.  Apoft.  Horn.  42.  Tom.  3 Col  61 1. 
C.  612.  A.  £?uo  tempore , alts  quidem  cum  nos  hoc  ex  hoc  toco  differ  e*  emus  in 
Theatres  otiofe  Dtaboli  Pompom  Spell  or unt  : Qfi  impart  funis  Dtaboli  efcis  ye- 
feebantur.  Oratio.  6.  Tom-  5.  Col.  1471.  B.  Confdera  ergo  Theatrum  tllud , ae 
Diaboltcos  iflos  refuge  conuentus.  Si  yero  in  eifdene  perfeuerauentis  acutiore  fier- 
ce, altiore  incifione  difetndam  : nec  ymjuam  prorfus  qutefcam,  quoadufjue  Dta - 
bolicum  tllud  differ  gam  Theatrum , yt  mundus  Ecclefia  cat  us  purufjue  reddatur, 
Ita  entm  prafnti  turpitudine  liberahimur , & yitam  acyuiremus  futuram  , 
gratia  mifertcordta  domini  noflri  lefts  thrifts.  Horn.  7.  in  Matth.  Tom.  2. 
CqUq.  D.  61,  C, 
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Stage-Playes,  Salvian  Bifhop  of  CMarcclles,  is  very  Ele- 
gant, and  Copious  in  this  Theame.  (<?)  In  Stagc-Tlayts,  e inSpetta- 
(vvriteshee)  there  is  a cert atne  osfpoftafte  from  the  Faith,  cu!'^  cmm^ 
and  a deadly  prevarication , both  from  the  Symboles  of  it,  and  Vjafftl 
the  heavenly  Sacraments : For  What  is  the  frfi  confejfon  of  epy  pj  d 
Chriflians  in  their  Wholcfome  Taptifme  : What  elfe,  bvt  that  symbol#  ip- 
they  protefthey  doe  renounce,  the  Devill,  his  Tompes,  his  ftt#,etaCa- 
Spectacles,  and  his  Worlds  ? Therefore  Playes,  and  Dompes 
according  to  ovrprofejfton,  are  the  Work's  of  the  Devill.  How  [etafc  pr£n 
then  , Oh  Chriftian , doefi  thov  follow  Stage-Playes , after  uaricatio. 
CBaptifme , Which  thov  confejfeft  to  be  the  Work*  of  the  Devill  l eft  e- 

Thov  haft  once  renounced  the  Devill,  and  his  Spectacles,  and  vtm  *nB*Pm 
by  this  thov  mvft  needes  know,  that  thov  doeft  returne  to  the  Ut^ ^hrifti- 
Devill,  Vehen  thou  doeft  Wittingly , and  knowingly  returne  to  anorumpri~ 
Staoe-Playes : for  thov  haft  renounced  both  o^them  together , ma  confef- 
and thov  haft  profejfed  both  of  them  to  bee  one.  If  then  thov  fio  ? yuafcF 
revert  to  one,  thov'haft  returned  vnto  both ; for  thov  fay  eft,  ltcet>  mftyt 
1 renounce  the  Devill , his  Pompes,  his  SpeClacles,  and  hie  ^ D'tMo7 
TVorkes.  ^And  What  followes  ? I beleeve,  fay  eft  thov  in  Cjod  Jet  p0mpis  e~ 
the  Father  Almighty,  and  in  Iefus  Chrift  his  Sonne.  There - tvs  atque 
fore  the  Devill  isfirft  renounced,  that  Cjod  may  be  beleeved  in : Speilaculv 
be  can fe  he,  who  doeth  not  renounce  the  Devill,  doethnotbe-  etr°f>*ae“J 
leeve  in  God:  and  therefore  hceWho  retvrnesto  the  Devill,  Fturf  £r^0 
forfaketh  God . Now  the  Devill  is  in  his  Playes , and  Pompes : SpeClacuU 

et  Pomp  a, 

etiam  iuxta  noftram  pr  of  eft  tone  m opera  funt  Dtaboli.  Qupmodo , o Chriftiane,  Spe- 
ftacula  poft  Bapttfmum  fequeris,  qua  opus  ejfe  Dtaboli  conftteris  ? Renunciafti  femei 
Diabolc , et  Speftaculis  eius,  ac  per  hoc  necejfe  eft,  prudent  et  fciens  dum  ad  Spettaculd 
remeas,  ad  Dtabolum  te  redtre  cognofcas,  Vtrtque  entm  ret  ftmul  renunciafti , et 
~vnum  ^trumaue  ejfe  dtxifti.  St  ad  ~vnum  reuerteris,  ad  'Ytrumque  rente  aft t : ab - 
rtnuntio  entm , tnquis,  Diabolo,  Pom  pis,  Speftacults,  et  operibus  eius.  Et  qutdpoftea  l 
Credo, inputs,  in  Deum patrem  omnipotent em,  et  tn  lefum  Chrtftum  ftlium  eiut  Ergo 
prtmum  renunciatur  Diabolo , let  creddtur  Deo  : quia  qui  non  renunciat  Diabolo, 
non  credit  Deo  : et  idee  qut  reuertitur  ad  Dtabolum , relinquit  Deum.  Dtabolus 
autem  tn  Spettacults  eft  et  Pompts  futs  s ac  per  hoc  cum  redtmus  ad  Spefiaculum, 
reltrtqutmus  fdemChrifti.  Hocttaque  mods  omnia- Sjmboli  Sacramenta  foluuntur, 
et  totum  quod  in  Sjmbolo  fequitur , labefatfatur  et  nutat.  Nihil  entm  fequens  ftat 9 
ftpvinttpale  non  fteterit.  St  cut  itaque  leue  Speclaculorum  crimen  yidetury  reftictat 
cun  ft  a ifta  qu&dtximus , et  Vtdeat  tn  Speilacuits  non  Voluptatem  ejfe, fed  mortem.  Dq 
Guber.  Dei.  lib,  tf.pag.  193, 194. 
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trum  omnium 
D&monnm 
T emplum  eft. 

Tot  tUlC  1/71  - 

mund't  fpirt- 


(yea  the  Play-houfe,the  Temple  of  all  Dcuills&s  (f)  Tertul- 
lian  obferues , is  ahvayes  full  of  Dentils :)  and  by  thcfe  me  axes, 
Vehen  W<?  returne  to  Stage-Piayes,  Veee  rdinqutfs  the  Faith  of 
Chrifl,and  returne  to  the  F^euill.  By  this  meanes  then, all  the 
Sacraments  of  the  Creed  are  abrogated,  and  all  that  Vvhich 
tut  confidant,  fo  Howes  in  the  freed  is  demolijhed . If  then  the  crime  ofStage- 
yuot  homines  Phjes  fecmcs  but  fmall  to  any  man,  let  him  re  fell  on  all  this ■ 
Spcdac^Iib  Vvhich  \V<?  haue  [aid,  and  hee  may  fee,  that  there  is  no  pleafure 
Tom.  2.  *n  Stage-Piayes , but  death  : Ail  which,  if  our  Actors, 

pag.  39?.  Play-Poets,  and  Stage-haunters,  would  but  a whiles  con- 

/ SecDanaeus  fider,  it  would  make  them  foreuer  to  abominate,  and 
flinnaf  2! " reaounce  Stage-Piayes,  ( g)  as  they  ought  to  doe,  becaufe 
cap. s.pag.107.  *^eJ  ^cre  c°nfecrated  to  the  Deuill,  as  his  chiefeft  Pompes . 
Accordingly.  You  fee  now  by  all  thefe  concurrent  Teftimonies  of 
h Dc  Speclu-  the  Fathers  : that  Stage-? lay es  are  thofe  very  fVorkgs,  thofe 
cuh  , 6c  E pi  ft.  Pompes,  and  Vanities  of  the  Deuill,  Which  curry  Chriftian 
hath [olemnely  renounced,  and ferioufly  vowed  again ft,  vn  his 
Baptifme,  in  the  very  pre fence  of  God  himfelfe,  and  all  his 
Angels.  That  they  are  likewife,  thofe  Pompes,  and  Vanities 
of  this  kicked  IVorldftehich  they  haue  then, and  there  renoun- 
ced • the  former  reafons , together  with  the  expreffe, 
and  punduall  luffrages  of  Saint  Hilary,  Saint  csPmbrofe, 
Saint  Chryfoftome,  and  Saint  tAuguftine  in  their  (femmerts, 
and  Expofitions  on  the  1 1 %,  alias  the  up.  P Jaime,  verfe  37. 
Turnc  away  mine  eyes  from  beholding  vanities  (to  whom 
I might  adde,  ( [h ) Saint  Cyprian,  (J)  Lattantius,  (^)  Cyril 


lib.i.  Epift.2. 
i De  vero 
Cultti.  cap. 20. 

^ Catechclls 
Myftagogica  1 
l Pjedagogi. 
lib.3.  cap.  x t . 
vt  Oratio  ad 
M.lites  Tcm- 
pli.  cap  . 4. 
n Horn.  44. 
pag.  264- 
9 Hexaemc- 
~ron.  Horn.  4 
Dc  Legcndis 
libris  Genti- 
liura  Oratio. 
p Oratio.  42. 

6c  De  Re<fta 
Educations 
ad  Seleucum. 
pag. 

1064. 

y DcGuher. 

Dei.  lib.  4.  1 

their  Treatifes  agaiaft  Stage- Play  u. 


of  Hiernfaiem,  (l)  Clemens  <tAlexandrinm,  {my  Saint  Ber- 
nard, ( n)  L/iPacarius  ^/Egyptius,  (0)  Saint  Bapl,  (p)  Na- 
zdanzxn,  and  (q)  Saluianr  omitting  all  thofe  (r)  Moderne 
Writers,  which  are  copious  in  this  Theame,)  doe  abun- 
dantly teftifie : and  indeed,  what  are,  what  fhould  bee  the 
Workes,  and  Pompes  of  Satan;  the  Spectacles,  Plea- 
fures,  Pompes,  and  Vanities  of  this  wicked  World, 
which  we  renounce  in  Baptilme ; if  Stage-Piayes  are  ex- 
empted from  that  order  ? 

See  Doctor  Reinolds^  Matter  Northbrook e,  and  Matter  Goflforyin 

If 
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If  then  this  my  Affumption  be  yeelded  to  me,  as  of  ne-  s Q^od  enim 
ceflitie  it  mult,  (for  who  can,  or  dares  controie  it,  againft  fa{l° 
luch  puuduall,  and  pregnant  euidences?)  my  Scquefl,  *n**edtih 
and  Conclufion  muft  bee  granted  without  any  more  dr-  nf^e  yfi, 
fpute.  For  what  man,who  dares  to  fti!e  himfelfe  a Chri-  ne^ue profie- 
ftian,  can  bee  fo  Diabolically  abfurd,  fo  Audaciouflyim-  p*rttd- 
pious,  or  Defperately  prophane,  as  to  denie  that  (s)  to  be 
abominable , pernicious,  vndecent , andvnlawfull  vnto  Chri - c 

flians.  Which  they  have  all  renounced,  and  abominated  in  t siiurahu- 
thcir  Baptifme  ? Doubtlefle,  if  there  be  any  odious,  hurt-  mar  a patho- 
full,  vnfeemely,  or  illegitimate  thing  in  all  the  world;  ms  fir  miter 
if  there  bee  any  euills,  any  vanities,  or  delights  of  finne  *“»**?, 
that  Chriftians  muft  refraine ; (t)  then  ccrtainclj  thofi  at^uefJruen- 
Which  they  haue  vowed,  Jvtorne,  and  folemnely  protefied  a - tius  iur a tanti 
gainfi,  in  the  very  houfi,  and  prefence  of  God  himfelfe,  and  p«tti>  cum 
that  in  the  audience  both  of  men,  and  Angels ; thofi  Whcm 
they  haue  euerlaflinglyabiured,  in  that  initiatory  Sacrament  Miter” rult** 
of  Baptifme,  which  glues  them  their  primarie  admiffion  olfirJwda. 


into  the  vifible  Church  of  Chrift,  myfineedes  bee  they  ; Condi  Pair- 
110  Man,  noChriftian,  noDeuill  can  gain e- fay  if.  Since  hb.  t. 
then  I haue  prooued  by  irrefragable  Teftimonies ; that 
Stage-Playes,  are  thofe  very  workes,  (fi)  and  Pompes  of  u * 

the  cDeuill ; thofi  very  Pompes,  and  Vanities  of  this  Wicked  abohhcecefi 
World,  which  euery  Chriftian,  hath  folemnely  difilaimed,  yuket  Pimp* 
and  ferioufly  (u)  renounced  in  his  Baptifme;  Who  can.  Who  ^ 

dares  fland  out  to  iufltpe  them  l Who  can.  Who  dares  denie  f t 

them,  to  bee  abominable,  incompatible,  and  vtterly  vnlawfud  gfwllomntf* 
vnto  Chriflians?  God  forbid,  that  any  who  haue  beene  que  cntv.fl de  t 
dipped  in  the  Sacred  lauer  of  Regeneration;  any  who  ret fy^fl"**** 
haue  beene  bathed,  and  purified  in  the  Soule- cleanfing,  tnJguynffis 
and  Sinne-purging  blood  of  the  Lord  lefus  Chrift,  any  panXr^eJib. 
who  haue  pledged  their  Faith, and  Troth  to  God  in  Bap-  1 . cap.  10.  it*, 
tifme  ; any  who  haue  beene  Baptized  with  the  name  of  x Are  nun  dure 
Chriftians;  any  who  haue  either  by  themfelues,  oro-  enJmDyaioio, 
tilers,  (#)  renounced  the  ‘Deuill,  Wit  hall  his  Pompes , and  ytftne'TficT 

nerc,reiiccre , etcfue  contradice^r^  finite,  et  ynumqnem^ne  ab  eo  alienarc^  fine  alinct 
juid nod tn  hoc  'verto  et  hoc finfu  exprimt  yotefi.  Condi.  Pad f.  lib.i.cap.io,  lb, 

4 H 3 Workes: 
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y J Peter.  I. 

Colof  2.20, 

2 1,22. 

Reu  14  M.' 

Z Dtabolo 
feruicntes 
D*.mone$ funt . 
Chryfoftomc 
O ratio.  J 
Col.9'7.  A. 
a Magna 
quippe  ex  parte 
Chrfttanorum 
dec  us  yilcfct?, 
quando  renatt 
in  Chrift  o ea 
quibus  in  Bap- 
ttfmate  re- 
nunciauerunt 
nee  intelltgerr 
turanty  nec 
4b  his Jei 
Chrtfto  poUtcitt 
funt  abfttnere 
fatagunt. 
Concil.  Pari- 
fienfe.  lib.  j. 
cap.ic. 
h Hofea  14.8. 
Quid  nobis 
cum  operibus 
Dtdbolt  ? 

Quid  mi  hi  & 
ttbt  eft  Belt 4,1  ? 
Ego  Chrifti 
feruus  fumt 
t'dius  Redemp  - 
lus  fttnjuin^y 
Hit  me  totum 


JVorkes:  together  with  all  the  Pompes,  and  Vanitiesof 
this  wicked  World,  (j)  from  Which  Chrift  lefm  hath  Re- 
deemed  them ; fhould  prooue  fuch  defperate,  (z)  incarnate 
Dcuills  j fuch  monfters  of  Impietie;  fuch  Atheifticall 
Prodigious,  and  infernall  Mifcreants  ; fuch  treacherous 
Iudafles  to  their  Lord,  and  Matter;  fuch  periured,  and 
profefled  Rebells  to  their  God ; (a)  fuch  blemifijcs \ and 
cut-throates  to  their  Religion ; fuch  Apoftates,  and  vn- 
derminersto  their  Faith,  and  Baptifme : fuch  vnnaturall 
and  deplored  Enemies  to  their  owne  Saluation  ; or  fuch 
will-full  bloody  Murtherers  to  their  owne  Soules ; as 
to  approoue,  to  iuftifie,  to  pra&ife,  or  frequent  thefe 
Stage-Playes,  which  they  haue  thus  abiured;  or  to  deeme 
them  tollerable,  or  lawfuli  vnto  Christians.  Alas 

(b)  What  haue  ChriflUns  any  more  to  doe  With  I doles  ? Vo  hat 
With  the  ^Deuill?  What  With  the  Pompes , and  Work's  of 
Satan?  What  With  the  fhewes,  the  pleafures , and  vanities  of 
this  Wicked  World?  yea.  What  With  Stage-Playes , Which 
they  haue  abiured?  Is  there  any  late,  or  new  agreement 
figned  betweene  Chrift,  and  Belial  ? betweene  Righte- 
oufneffe,  and  Vnrighteoufnefte  ? Beleeuers,  and  Infidels  ? 
Is  there  any  peace,  or  contratf:  newly  made  betweene 
God,  and  Satan?  betweene  Chriftians,  and  the  Deuill? 
betweene Heauen,  and  Hell?  betweene  the  Citizens  of 
the  new  Hierufalcm,  and  this  prefent  euill  World,  Which 

(c)  are  euerlafling  enemies,  vncapable  of  any  truce,  or  mix- 
ture ? Or  hath  God  difpenfed  with  our  vow  in  Baptif- 
me ? or  haue  we  lately  renounced  our  couenant  with  our 
God,  and  fworne  alleageance  to  the  World,  the  Flefh, 
and  the  Deuill ; or  elfe  beene  ( d)  Rebaptized  in  their 
names  ? If  fo,  then  let  vs  Bocke,  and  runne  to  Stage- 
Playes,  and  take  of  them  our  fill,  I will  not  interrupt,  or 


wanetpaut.  Quid  miht  £5?  tibi  eft?  T dnto  magis  nos  oportet  feperare  a Diabolo, 
quanto  Hie  fe  dtfeernit  a Chrift 0.  Ambrofe  De  Elia,  & Ieiun.  cap.  20.  c Rom.  8. 
5.7.  Galat.  5.17,  1 Corinth.  6. 14,  1 5,  1 6.  Genef. 3.15.  Galat.4.  29.  Diabolus 
femper  Chrifti  aduerfarius  eft.  Chryfoftome.JHom.  42.  in  Matth.  Tom.  2.  Col. 
887.  A.  d I Corinth.  1.  13. 

keepe 
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keepe  backe  any.  But  if  the  Deuill,  the  World,  and  God 
be  as  farre  at  variance  now,  as  euer : (e)  if  Right  eoufnefie,  * 2 cor.6. 14, 
and  Jnrighteoufnefie ; Chrift,  and  Belial ; Beleeucrs,  and  In-  15,16. 
fidcls ; the  Temple  of  God,  and  the  Ttmple  ofldoles  ; yea,  the  Limes  4.4. 
World,  the  T left,  the  Deuill,  and  Chrift ians,  bee  yet  at  irre- 
concilable, and  euerlafting  cnmitie,  as  they  are : If-'  the  anci- 
ent contract  betweene  God,  ^nd  vs  in  Baptifme,  (f)  con- /Rom.6.3,4. 
firmed, and  ratified  in  the  precious  blood  of  our  blefied  Sauiour  Hebr.9.i<?, 
lefts  Chrift,)  ftand  good : and  there  bee  no  new  league,  J7^18- 
nor  couenant  betweene  the  World,  the  Deuill,  Hell,  and 
vs  : how  can,  how  may  wee  then  approoue  of  Stage- 
Playes?  how  can  wee  tolerate,  ad,  admire,  or  frequent  y0f$**P**£ 
them,  as  alas  we  doe?  What,  fhall  We  renounce  the  Demit,  facuiiatti»e* 
and  all  his  Workes?  (g)  fball  tyee  abiure  the  Pompes,  ejut  r extinct - 
and  Vanities  of  this  Wicked  World,  (which  ferue  onely  outfits  in  Bap- 
to  feed  the  finfull  lufts  of  the  flefh;)  and  yet  fball  Wee  tjfagtftwun- 
SPleade  for  them  With  our  Tongues,  Cherifh  them  with  plmpis 
our  Purfes,  Riinne  to  them  with  our  Feete,  (h)  Applaud  eorum,  ?uod 
them  With  our  Hands,  Magnifie  them  in  our  Judgements,  poflmodum 
Harbour  them  in  ourHoufes,  yea.  Lodge  them  in  our  cfnfirn*afti* 
Hearts?  Alas,  poore  finfull  wretches,  who  are  thus  fSeinya' 
grofely  Deluded,  thus  miferably  Periured  ; How^  how  menti.  Hicwm 
fhall  we  anfwere,  how  excufe,  or  iufKfie  this  our  notori-  Dc  Regufa; 
ous,  and  will-full  Periury  to  our  great  Creatour  ? how  Monachcrum. 
fhall,  how  can  we  looke  our  God, our  Iudge,our  Sauiour,  c^p-  3°-  . 
or  any  of  the  bleffed  Saints , and  Angells  in  the  face ? nt ^undo*’ 

(i)  Where  can  We  appeare,  how  can  Wee  (land  in  Judgement,  abrcnunaafi 
What  fball  We  doe,  or  which  way  fhall  we  turne  our  felues,  faults,  efto 
when  God  himfelfe  fhall  challeng  vs,  when  Chrift  lefus  Oft 

fhall  arraigne  vs,  and  hee  * together  Withall  his  holy  Saints, 
and  Angells,  condemne  vs,  in  that  great,  and  terrible  day  of  cautioners 
Judgement,  for  breach  of  this  our  vow  ? O let  vs  now  at  ft am  confide- 
laft  remember,  that  there  is  an  Audit,  a day  of  Iudge-  r**- Et  tu  y** 

fdem  deles 

Chrifio,  fdem  ferua,  qua,  multo  prectoftor  efl  c*uam  pec  unit.  Ambrofe  De  Sara- 
mentis. lib.  I.  cap.  2.  Torn.  4.  pag.  168.  A.  h Quale  ef,  Mas  manus  qua*  ad domi- 
num  extuleru , foflmodo  laudando  btflrientm  fattgdre  ? Tcrtul.  De  Spetlac.  op.  25'. 

# Pfa.i  5. 1 Pet.4.i7>i$.  kr.5.31.  * Dan  7.10.  Mat. 25.31. 1 Cor.6.2.,3. Iude  14.15, 
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1 1 Cor  5.1  o,  ment  com  ming,  (^)  therein  We  muft  all appeare,  before  the 
Rom.  1 4.  n.  1 1 great  Tribunal  of  the  Lord  Jeftts  Chrift,  to  anfwere  all  the 
breaches  of  this  our folemne  covenant : and  what  will  then  be- 
come of  vs,  if  wee  thus  treacheroufly  infringe  it  now,  in 
frequenting  Stage-Piayes  ? Excufe  our  felues  we  cannot ; 
Perifh^penfh  we  muft,and  that  eternally  without  recoue- 
ry ; without  all  pittie.  For  is  it  not  equail,  that  fuch  who 
readily  lerue  the  Deuill,  in  pra fifing  all  his  workes,  and 
reforting  to  his  Pompes,  which  they  hatie  couenanted  to 
abiure,  (/ ) Should  participate  of  his  Wages  ,and  euerlafting  tor- 
ments ? that  fuch  who  follow  the  Plealures,  Pompes,  and 
- . ^ Vanities  of  this  wicked  world,  1 m) Should  likewife  be  con - 

^ijuitatemtL  c.  demned  With  the  World , and  be  partakers  of  its  pumfhments  l 

A mbrofe. 

Scrmo.  33. 

I Mat.25r.4T- 


Qintrsi  t>  e 
rnendti * efl  tile 
dtestsdtett  tn 
ejtco  DcmniM 
nofier  Iefui 
Chrtflus  pro  - 
pofuit  centre 
cum  flamm.t 
ignis  eu  icon- 
fumptura  efl 
adverts*  tos 
ftsos , ees 


m 1 Cor  11.32, 
Reucl.i  8 4. 
Quiyult  gsu- 
dere  cum  foe - 
culo,  non  pof- 
fit  regnare 
cum  Chrtflo. 
Ambrofe. 
Sermo.  1 1. 
n Rom.  14. 

7>  *,9- 


who  can  Commiferatc,  or  Pittie  fuch  a one,  or  deeme 
him  worthy  of  Saluation  , who  leaues  his  euer-blefted 
God,  (n)  to  Whom  hee  owes  himfelfe,  and  all  his  ferric e • 
to  fe rue  the  Deuill  whom  hee  hath  defied  ? or  willingly 
parts  with  Heauen,  and  Eternall  glory,  by  departing  from 
the(o)  Wayes  of  Grace, Which  lead  men  to  it,  to  embrace  the 
very  vaineft  vanities,  and  Enterludes  of  this  wretched 
world,  which  hee  hath  thus  abiured  ? Certainely  fuch  a 
mans  Damnation  is  exceeding  in  ft , and  his  Saluation, 
(without  repentance)  defperate : And  is  not  this  the  cafe 
of  all  fuch  perfons,  who  refort  to  Stage-Piayes  after  Bap- 
tifme  ? O then  good  Chriftian  Readers,  in  the  name, and 
Luke  1^  7o2°’  ^care  an^  *n  tenc^er  companion  to  your  o wne  di- 

0 Prou^1^.  ftrefted  Soules,  I befeech  you,  I intreate  you,  euen  with 
chAp.tz.z8.  . fobs,  andteares  proceeding  from  a bleeding,  andlamen- 
Matth.7.14.  tingfpirit,  anxious  of  nothing  but  your  Eternall  good  ; 
f A 1 1:z6-  that  you  would  now  at  iaft,  conftder  ferioufly  what  you 
w ; a are,  and  wThat  you  haue  done.  ( f)  You  are  all  Chriftians 

ficccperunt,  *n  name ; and  it  is  my  deflre , my  prayer , that  you  may  bee  fuch 

€$  oper&pre-  (cf)  in  trueth . You  haue  all  proclaimed  a folemne  den- 

ctvm  efl  ytfl- 

cut  funt  hiredes  nominis  it  a fnt  imit  at  ores  fsnftttatis.  Bernardi.  Sentertix.  Col. 
996  L.  q Effe  Cbrflianum  grande  efl,  non  yideri.  Hierom  Tom.  I.  Epift.  13. 
cap.  3.  Tunc  y era  efl  Dei  grafts  fi  hoc  rebus  cxbibesr}  yued  yerbis  flonst.  AugutL 
Contr.  Iulianum.  lib.  4.  cap.  7* 
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ance  to  the  Dcuill,  and  all  bis  Workes,  and  openly  re-  r Aas.r6.17* 
nouncedtheietierall  Pompes,and  Vanities  ol  this  wicked  1 Cor.  7. 22, 23. 
World,  of  which  Stage-Playes  are  the  cbiefe,  andmoft 
afliduous  : as  being  the  (r)  Servants,  and  Saints  of  God,  iamcs/2  *5. 
the  ( s)  Heines  of  Heaven , the  (t)  Vejfels  of  Holineffe,  the  Galat  4.7. 

(«)  living  Temples  of  the  holy  Cjhofl,  the  (x)  fellow  Citizens  t 1 Theb^. 
of  the  Saints  in  Cjlory,  and  the  Inhabitants  of  a better  World  1 | 
then  this:  Oh  anlwere  therefore  your  profdTion  with  a chap.*.©!' 
correfpondent  conuerfation  : If  you  are,  or  Would  be  Chri - Epbef.  2.22. 
JHans,  doe  not  you  hsneefoorth  Hue  like  Pagans:  (y)  but  as  x Ephcf.2.19- 
you  differ  from  them  in  your  Faith , be  yon  likewife  difiingui-  Hcbr.12.22. 
fbed  from  them  by  your  Workes,  If  you  have  renounced  the 
‘Dentil,  and  all  his  Workes  ; O Hue  not  any  longer  to  them  : infddtbt*s  V* 
If  you  have  abiured  the  Pompes,  and  Vanities  of  this  kicked  tum,fed  a q»i- 
World ; O then  returne  not  to  them,  as  Dogges  vnto  their  bt^fide  difeer- 
vomit : (z)  why  jhouldyou  feme.  Why  fmttld  yon  re-embrace,  mmHro  ajf  c0~ 
how  canyon  tollerate,  or  appro  one  the  things,  Which  yon  have  enafn  cy  ma- 
th us  abiured  ? God  commands  you,  (a)  not  to  give  place  to  ribni  diuida- 
thc  Dentil,  but  to  refifi  him  fredfaflly  in  the  Faith,  that  Jo  he  e nwr.  Dec  l a* 
may  fie  font  you  ; how  dare  you  then  to  entertaine  him  ratfi<icmtu- 
in  thele  Enterludes,  which  are  hischiefeft  Pompes,  and  -lon- 

Workcs;  againft  this  Precept,  and  your  Vow?  God  frmtttuam 
commands-you,  (b)  not  to  lone  the  World,  nor  the  things  of  ad  Chrtftune 
the  World ; (c)  not  to  conforme  your  felues  to  the  Cottrfe , the  chant  at  em, 
Fafhions,  Pompes,  and  Vanities  of  this  prefent  euill  World,  * r4r~ 

(d)  Which  lyes  in  Wickedneffe ; (o')  but  to  keep  a your  felues  ’cuptftenttd 
vn  (potted from  it : (f)  becaufe  the  fiiendjhip  of  the  World \ is  difeefto  tua, 
enmitie  to  Cjod,  and  the  friends  of  this  World,  (g)  Which  Chryf.De  Mi~ 
is  not-  of  God f)  are  profeffed  enemies  vnto  God : How  can  Iko  Chrift. 
youthen  admit,  or  harbour  Stage-Playes,  (the  gteateft  A So- 

ny Healthes, 

Sickencffe.  pag  22.42.7  8 E<Rt  2.  z lnifi  pa&um  cum  aduerfario  tuo,  dtcemei i 
Re  nunc  to  tin,  Diabole,  £*?  fccu/o  tuo,  £•?  Pomp&  tun,  & oper>bus  tun  : fsrua  fee  due 
cjvod peptfrtft t,  &c.  Hicrom.  Epiffc.  8,  cap  5.  Tom.  i . pag.21.  a Ephef  4.27  lames 
4 7.  r Peter  59,  b ilohna.ij.  c Rom.  12.1,2  Colcf.2 .19,20.  Ep  • £ a 2,3. 
d < John?.  T9.  e lanaesi.  27.  f lames  4 4.  1 John  2.15.  g iIoha2,I<?> 
S&cttlum  Det  fecularia  autem  Diabolt,  Tcrtul,  Dc  Sp  :<H:acnlis  kb. 
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Pompes,  and  Vanities,  that  this  World  affords,)  againft 
thefe  Precepts,  and  your  Coucnant,  with  rut  the  danger 
Luke1'!^*24*  ft  ^hellion , and  the  high  eft  Periury  ? Chrift  Itfus  in- 

Iames+V^  f°rmes  you;  (h)  that  you  cannot  feme  two  contrary  Ma- 
i VltupUccnt  fters,  as  the  ‘Dentil , or  the  World,  and  him : and  therefore 
ntur^do  <jtu  you  dilciaime  the  one  in  Baptlfme,  thatlo  you  may  ap- 
propriate your  felues,  and  fcruice  to  the  other.  Andean 
you  then  yoake,  and  ferue  them  aft  together  ? Can  you 
ft  rue  Chrift  Iefus,  and  the  Dcuill?  (t)  Chrifi , and  the 
World  ? Chrift,  and  Stage-Playes  ? Or  can  you  be  fo  bt> 
fottedby  the  Deuill,  (as  alas  too  many  are,)  astothinke 
to  pleale,  to  honour,  court,  and  entertaine  Chrift  iefus, 
to  welcome  him  into  the  W orld.  or  celebrate  his  Nati- 
tiitie,  with  infernall  Stage-Playes,  (k)  the  very  Monu- 
ments, and  Infignes,  With'Which  the  Paeans  did  Gratifie,  and 

(l)  Court  their  Deuill- gods  vpon  their  Feaft mails > and  fc - 
lemne  Birth-day  es  :)  as  it  Chrift,  and  the  Deuill,  Chrifti- 
ans,  and  Pagans  were  accorded  ? as  if  Stage-Playes, were 
the  chiefeft  workes  of  the  Lord  Iefus  Chrift,  (who  was 

(m)  borne  of purpofe  to  Rede  cm  e vs  from  them,  and  to  deflrcy 
out  of  vs  thefe  Worses  of  the  Deuill : ) the  principall  recrea- 
tions, and  delights  of  Chriftians ; not  the  Indentions, 
Pompes,  and  Solemnities  of  Satan  ; not  the  remainders  of 
fdolatrie ; not  the  (n)  Soule-poy fining  pleafurcs,  fhewes, 
and  vanities  of  this  finfull  World,  Which  Wee  haue  aU 
(o)  renounced.  Beloued  Chriftians,  confider  I beseech 

75  .VloVn  y$.  you,  that  God  himfelfe  commands  you  • (f)  to  keepeyour 
n LucLt fcenict  felues  from  Idolcs  • ( cj)  and  to  flee  from  all  Idolatne  , at 
Ammorum  (r)  being  the  mofi  capitall,  and  dangerous  Jinne  of  all  other  : 

pefltlenttd. 

Auguft  De  Ciuit.  Dei.  lib.  1 . cap  3 2 . Ouippe  ncc  ira  Deu-m  tantum , nec  tela , ne6 
hofies  5 Quantum fola  nocet  antmis  iliapfi  To  In  ft  a*.  S il  i u ^ Italicus.  lib.  If.  pas.  186. 
O Idolorum  ntc  minus  Templa,  c/uam  monument*  defiutmus  : quid  non  pofifumua 
ccenam  Dei  edere,  cj  cetnam  Dtmovtorum.  Tertul  DeSpe&ac  lib,  pag  393,394. 
p I Iohn  5 21.  7 1 Cor.  10. 14.  Ap.flolus inclamat : lugite  idololatnam  : cmnem 

yticjue  totam.  Ter. ul.  De  Corona  Militis.  cap.  8.  r Vrinctpale  crimen  generis 
humanly  fumm&sfecHlt  rear  us ,tot  a caufa  ludictt 3 idoloLttria.T  ami.  Dc  Idclo’atria. 
lib,  cap.  1. 

and 


Chriffo  dtfpii- 
cent.  Hicrom. 
Epift  3. cap. 3 r. 
k Ludi  omnes 
Ori?  ‘tnem  de 
JdohUtria 
fumpferu-it . 
Tertul.  De 
Spc&ac.  cap. 
6.  to  r 2 • 
idnUlatrtd 
ludorum  om- 
nium mater. 
Cyprian  De 
Speftaculis. 

I See  Cicero. 
De  Arufp.Re 
fponf.  Orat. 
See  Aft.2.  Sc 
Tertul.  De 
Speftaculis. 
cap  6.  to  22. 

Sc  pag.4?* 
Accordingly. 
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and  can  you  then  embrace  thefc  Stage-Playcs,  (which  s Ludiquibu* 
\X>ere  originally  (s)  con/e  crated  vnto  Idoles,  as  holy,  and  rtli-  Horahbw 
gious  things ; as  parts,  and  ornaments  of  their  Fompe,  and 
jVorfljip : and  haue  therefore  beene  condemned  by  the  tericfue  omnet 
(t)  Fathers ; as  the  I flues,  Limbes,and  Monuments  of  Jdola-  aid  facros  ejfe 
trie,  from  whence  they  had  their  birth :)  without  any  breach  yoluiftisy  & 
of  thefe  commands, or  of  your  vow  in  Baptifme ; where-  ** 

in  you  did  renounce  all  Idoles, and  Ido!atrie,with  all  their  [Zd/ut*lJdc- 
Pompes,  and  Reliques  ? O therefore,  as  you  are  Chrifti-  put  art.  Arno, 
ans ; as  you  haue  Soules  to  faue,  or  lofe  for  euer ; be  you  bius  Aduerf. 
now  at  laft  entreated,  to  lay  all  thefe  confid e rations  clcfe  Gcnrcs‘hb.7* 
vnto  your  Soules;  before  it  bee  to  late.  The  time  will  ^ifnu^Dc 
come  erelong,  (arid  who  can  tell  how  ioone,  fince  the  ciu.Dei.Iib, 
Apoftle  hath  long  fince  forewarned  vs ; (u)  that  the  Lord  2-cap.13.27> 
is  at  hand:  that  the  comming  of  the  Lord  draweth  niqh  • and  a'9.Hb.4  cap.i. 
that  the  Iudge  flandeth  before  the  door e ; ) when  (.v)  that  laft , £ 
and  difinallTrumpe,  (fphich  Jbould  be  (y)  alwayes  founding  cfp  4.  to  12* 
this  into  your  eares  \ artfe  ye  dead , and  come  to  Judgement,)  & 24, 2 5.  * 
{ball Jummon  you  before  C hr ifts glorious  Tribtinall,  (z)  to  ren - C\  prian  De 
der  an  account  of  your  feJues  to  him,  how  well  you  haue  Specftac 
kept  this  vow,  thefe  Precepts,  which  now  I prtfle  vp- 
on  you  : and  then  alas,  what  can  you  pleade,  or  anfwere 
for  your  felues  ? Can  you  replie,  that  you  haue  kept,  or 

(a)  at  leaflrwife  endeauouredfor  te  keepe,  to  the  vtmoft  0} your 
power,  thefe  feuerall  Initimftions,  or  your  vow  in  Baptif- 
me? that  you  haue  renounced  the  World,  the  Flefh,  the 
Deuill,  or  Idoles,  and  Idolatrie,  with  all  their  feuerall  chryf.  Kalen- 
Vanities,  Pompes,  andWorkes;  whiles  you  thus  iufti-  dis  Oi-atio. 
fie,  magnifie,  and  harbour  Stage-Playes,  which  not  onely  Tom-5  • Cole 

(b)  Fathers,  but  euen  (c)  CP a gans  themfelues,  repute,  and  *Vpj,*ef4  u 

2 Ccr.  6. ! o.  y Semper  tuba  Ola  terrthilis  'Pefiris  perftrepet  aurdus : Surgtte  mertui, 
"periite  ad  iudicium.  Hierom.  De  ReguJa  Monach.  cap.3<E\  Tom. 9.  pag.268  D . Chryf. 
Hom.71  ad  Pop.  Antioch,  r Rom.  14.10. 12.  a Ads  24.16.  1 Cor. 8 11,127#  iud, 
efi  nocens,  ejuicunejue  non  eft  ftonte  nocens.  Seneca.  Her-ul.  Oetius.  A&.3.  fol.  12I, 
b Auguft  De  Ciu  Dei.lib.*.cap.2tf.  Arnob.  Aduerf.  G*ntes.  Iib.7.  See  pag.4i?,5©,yi. 
c Pomta,  Vcmpa  ludorum  : Pomtnt facrorum  : DeorumVompa.  Dionvf  Hallicarnaf. 
Antiq  Rom.  lib.  7.  cap.  9.  Mmutius Felix.  Odauius.  pag.34.  Cicero.  Epift,  ad  A; tic. 
l1b.i3.Epft.  28.43.  Circus erit  Pompa  celeber,numero<jue  Deorum.  Ouid4  Faftorum. 
lib. 4.  pag.  68.  Godwin  Roman  Antiq. lib.  1.  $ed,  3.  cap.  2,pagi  85! 

1 2 ft* fey 


Ladantiiis  DC. 
veroCultu. 
cap. 20.  Sec 
p?g.2^,29,3o.; 
u Phil. 4.5. 
lames  y 8,9. 
Indicium  Dei 
pra  for  thus  eft. 
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^ file  • the  Worlds , CD emits  Pompes  l Alas,  (d ) how  hatt* 

<:f™°  ? yJU  renounced  the  D anil,  World , or  l doles,  whiles  ycure- 
wusDiabolo  tame  their  fhewes their  ti or kes  ? What  dtu orce  haue 
fj  jitgelU  you  giuen  to  all,  or  any  of  thefe,  tilth  tihich,  by  tihich  you 
eiusyfteos  ft-  /;#4>  / enmine  haue  you  taken  vp  arrainfl  them,  tihilej, 

ettnusj  Quod  obliged  to  them  ? Can  you  deme  that  ( thinke 

repudtum dlx-  7 > . , -/ ' „ • / , . v 

ljx>  non  you,)  'frith your  tongues ftihich you  conjejje  'tilth  your  hands  l 
Or  sloe  you  deflroy  that  in  tiord,  tihich  you  fupport  in  deed  l 
O my  belouedr  how  can  you  euerfay,  (&)  that  you  haue 


lined  like  ChriJUans , not  like  Pagans  ? that  you  (f)  are  the 
Saints  of  God,  and  Citizens  of  Heauen;  not  Satans  Mini- 
ons, or  Burgers  of  this  prefent  wicked  world  ? that  you 
haue  in  trueth  renounced  the  W orld,  the  Flefh,  and  the 
Deuili,  with  all  their  Pompes,  and  YVorkes ; whiles  you 
waft  your  time,  and  your  affections ,on  thofe  HeathehiJh, 
and  Infemali  Enterludes,  and  delightsoffinne,which  are 
the  chiefeft  VVorkes,  and  Pompes  of  Satan ; the  eminen- 
teft  Pompes,  and  Vanities  of  this  wicked  World ; to 
which  Infidels, and  worldlings  haue  beene  moft  denoted? 
Can  you  plead  Not-guiltie  of  Periurie,  and  Rebellion  in 
all  thefe  particulars  vnto God  hereafter, when  as  you  can- 


dteo  tuns  qui 
bus-,  fi  d de  qui- 
x bus  htiuimus  ? 

Quam  dt  for- 
dism fufcipi- 
mus  tn  eoSy 
quibus  exhtbi 
tioni-i  noflta 
gratia  obliga.  i 
fimus  1 Votes 
lingua  negdjfcy 
quod  man * 
eonjiteris  ? 

Verbo  diftru- 
ercy  qu-sdfatto 
Jlruti  ? Deum 
~vnum  pro,  4* 

care  qui  tantos  not  plead  thus,now  to  men,  (g)or  to  your  owne  condemning 
effeis  l Deum  Cotifciences  ? If  you  hope  to  prooue  Not-guiltie  then  ; 
vc>  umpra  t-  g^hy  doe  your  (If)  Lines,  your  War, kgs,  your  Confciences  crie* 
CfIcuT'NjegM  f guiltie  now  ? If  you  confefte  your  f elites  Guiltie  now, 
sequod facts  how  can  you  plead  Guiltlefle,  (i ) or  efcape  Chrifts  doome, 

colere?  Tcrtul.  and  judgement  then  f Since  therefore  it  is  vndeniably  eui- 
^ent  byailthe  P^mifes:  that  Stage-Playes  are  thofe  Po?nps , 
pa"  44  s/  hForkgs  of  the -Demit,  and  I dolts  ; thofe  'pompes,  and 

^OuichttLt  ^dnities  of  this  tiickgd  World,  and  heathen  Pdgans,  tihich 

ani  notmnis  opus  non  a git,  Cbrifitanus  non  effe  “vtdeatur.  Saluian  De  Gab.  Dei  lib. 
4-j  pag.  94.  f Quid  ergo  tilt  cum  terra  qui  pofidet  cos  lam  i Qgftd  tilt  cum  l u mams, 
qut  adeptuseft  tam  diuina  ? Chryfologus  Sertno.  2 5 . Nunquam  hum  an  a opera  ad- 
tnirabitur,  quifqvu  fe  cognouertt  fltum  Dei.  Cyprian.  De  Spe&aculis.  ® Se  ittdtce 
nemo  nocens  abfoluttur.  Iuaenal  Satyr.  1 3.  pag.  117.  Quod  qui fque  fecit,  patttur  : 
siHtorem  fcelus  repetii , fuoqtte  remttur  exemplo  nocens.  Seneca.  Hercules  Furens. 
Aft.,3.  fd.36.  (b)  h Sunt  "veto  n ennui's  qui  aterna  qua  audtuni  Ycraciter  cre~ 
dunty  & tamen  etdem  quam  tenent  fldet  moribns  contract  taint , Greg.  Magn.  Moral, 
fib.  2p.  cap.  3.  t Roin.2.3. 
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every  Chrifttan  hath  everlastingly  renounced,  and  folcmnely  k Nomtulli 
abivredin  his  Baptifme  : Let  this,  yea  this  aione,pcriwace  €ttJfn  nunc 
all  fuch  as  are  Baptized  with  the  name  of-  Chriftians, 

(vnlefle,  (kj  they  defre  onely  to  feewc  C hrtfltans,  net  to  bee  'f^fedlt- 
Chrifitans,  as  many  ace,)  to  (/ ) abominate,  and  condemn e all  fori.  Gregor. 
Stage-Playes ; not  onely  in  lodgement,  but  in  pralhje  too;  Mag.  Moral, 
as  Pernicious,  Vnchriftian,  arid  vniawfull  Pcmpes,  and  /'bs^\caaj>‘n* 
Vanities,  (tn)  as  the  Church , and  Saints  of  Cod  have  al- 
Vo  ayes  done  in  former  Ages.  (And  fo  much  the  rather ; be-  m die  Baptif- 
caule  Chriflians  in  the  ^Primitive  Church , (how  t tier  ti  e matd  omnibus 
times  are  changed  now,)  Were  (n)  especially  hnowne,  and  nos  anttqut 
difeovered  to  bee  Chriflians,  by  their  abftincnce,  and  divorce  hoftuoperibvs9 
fom  Stage-?  lay  es.)  Elfe  if  they  approoue,  appiaude,  and  Tj^vlmpis' 
haunt  thefe  Stage-Playes  dill;  let  than  know  this  to  eiusrer.unci- 
their  endleffe  terrour  : that  though  they  beare  the  name  are  prcmif- 
of  Chriflians,  or  yeeld  fome  fuperficiall  Vvorfiip  vnto  God ; 
yet  they  doe  in  trueth  renounce  their  Chriftianitie,  (o)  annihi - Jdconjdera- 
late  their  'Baptifme,  abivre  their  Religion  • denie  their  Faith,  tionem  fu& 
their  (fjod,  their  Jef us  : (p)and  bequeath  themf elves  wholly  mentis  oculos 
to  the  Devill:  yea,  they  forfaite  Heauen,  and  their  owne  reduC(tt  3 ^ 
Saluation,  andwrecke  their  deare  immortall  Soules  for  ^aptirmJm 
all  eternitie.  And  who  is  there  that  beleeues  a God,  a qJodime  Bap- 
Heauen,  a Hell,  fo  defperately  prodigali  of  his*owne  Sal-  tifmum  ffiod 
narion,  as  to  meurre  all  thefe,  or  to  put  himfelfe  to  fuch  a (p°»d‘G  Per 
Ioffe,  to  fauour  Stage-Playes  ? but  of  this  enough.  pr&fememab- 

7iem  ex  pul  fits  eft  prior  hofjtes  ; per  confeftonem  credulitatis , introeat  fecundus.  A ma- 
larias Fortunatus.  Delkclefiaft.  Oflic.  lib. i . cap. 23.  m See  Ad. 7.  Scene,  2^4,5. 
n xAtcjue  hinc  ye l maxime  intelligunt  faftum  Chrtfhanuxm  de  repudio  Spettaculo- 
rum.  Negat  itaque  mamfefle  qut  per  quod  agnofettur  totttt . T ertul.  De  Spedaculis. 
cap.  24.  Seepag.  4.  (p)  (q)  o Nonne  eieramus  refcirtdtmus fgnaculumy  re - 
fetndendo  teftationem  etus  f Tertul.Dc  Spedaculis.  cap.  24.  Seepag.  45?»  50,  51. 
p Multi  (unt  qut  factum  eleemo(ynas  tamen  peccare  non  cejfant%  ifi  quafi fisd' 

sfferum  Deo , fetpfos  DtaUlo.  Atnbrofe.  $ erm*  1 2 . S ee  pag.  5 9, 5 1 . 
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Pri 


MA 


Hirdly,  as  Stage-Playes  are  thus  odious,  vnfeeme' 


themfclues. 
q Ad  malum 
mala  res  plu- 
mm  a feagglu- 
ftnant.  Plauti. 
Aulularia. 


The  (lile  and 

fu'ncdl  mat-  JL  ly5  pernicious,  and  vnlawfull  vnto  Chriftians  in  all 

the  Precedent  refpeds  : fo  likewife  are  they  fuch  in  re- 
la  1 there  gard  of  their  ordinary  ftile,  and  fubied  matter;  which 

fore  the  Playcs  no  Chriftian  can,  or  dares  to  patronize : If  we  furuay  the 
ftile,  or  fubied  matter  of  all  our  popular  Enterludes  \ we. 
fhall  dilcouer  them,  to  bee  (<y ) either  Scurrilous,  Amo- 
rous, and  Obfcene  : or  Barbarous,  Bloody,  and  Tyran- 
nical! : or  Heathenifh,  and  Prophane  : or  Fabulous,  and 
Fiditious : or  Impious,  and  Blafphemous  : or  Satyri- 
■^61.4. pag.  102  ca[i5  anc{  Inuediue:  or  at  the  belt  but  Frothy,.  Vaine, 
and  Friuolous : If  then,  ( r)the  compofure,  and  matter  of 
exTtuslnter  0Hr  P°PH^  Stage-Playes,  be  but  fuch  as  this, the  Playes  them- 

fe  congmant . [dues  muft  needes  be  cuill,  vnfeemely,  and  vnlawfull  vnto 
Seneca .Epift. 9.  Chri ftian$. 

s Has  ob res  Not  to  infill  vpon  this  Generali  : that  the  fubied 
Tionc  ac  in.  matt;er  0f  nio{^  Comedies,  and  Tragedies  isfome  vile, 
and  odious  finne  : (s)  'tohich  fhould  bee  rather  a griefe , 
and  abomination,  then  a recreation  vnto  Chriftians  : I ihall 
for  the  prefent  confine  my  felfe  to  the  particulars  here 
Ipecified. 

Fir  ft,  I fay,  that  the  (lile,  and  fubied  matter  of  moft 
popular,  (efpecially  Comicall)  Stage-Playes, is  Amorous, 
Scurrilous,  and  Obfcene , vnbefeeming  all  Chaft,  and 
Chriftian  eares : from  whence  I raife  this  fift  Argument. 


nis  dtjfluere 
fedentes,  fed 
lachrymis  ge» 
mere  ac  dolere 
eportet. 

Chryf  Horn. 
3S.  in  Mat. 

1 leligtcfi  tri  - 
fitsa^  aut  alt- 
er um  luget 


peccatum,  aut 

proprtum  : Beati yuorum  lutfus  in  hac  intenttone  yerfatur.  Bernard.  Serm.  in  Ftfto. 
J/lar.  Magd.  Col. 244.  H.  See  De  Modo  bene  viuendi.  lib.  Col.  12^2.  The  rtile,and 
fubi 'ch  matter  of  Stage-Playes,  is  Amorous,  and  Obfcene  : therefore  the  Playes 
thcrofeluts  vnlawfull. 

That 
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t Sec  Clemens 
Alexaridrinus. 
Paedag.  lib. 2. 
cap.^i,  5, 6. 
teB.Bj.bington. 
Mr.  Perkins. 
Mr.  Dod.  ' 
Mr.  Elton. 

Mr.  Ca!uin. 


That  whofe  very  (tile,  and  fubiect  matter  is  Lafciui- 
ous,  Scurrilous,  and  filthy,  (0  muft  needes  beevn- 
f tewely , vnlawfull,  and  pernicious  vnto  C hriftians. 

But  the  very  ftile,  and  fubieft  matter  of  moff,  if  not  of 
all  our  popular  Stage-Play es  is  fcch. 

Therefore  they  muft  needes  be  vnfeemely,  vnlavvfull, 
and  pernicious  vnto  Chriftians. 

Tor  tbe  Maior,  I hope  no  Chriftian,  no  Pagan  dares  to 
quefticnit.  For  God  himfelfe,  hath  laid  this  perempto-  and  others  on 
rie  Iniunctfon  vpon  men  : \tt)  to  keepe  theirlongues  from  thefeauenth 
euill,  and  their  lips  from  freaking  guile : yea,  he  hath  giuen  Conmia?r^- 
this  in  Ipeciali  charge  to  Chriftians.  (x)  Let  your  fr each  r" 

bee  alrvayes  gracious,  feafonedtyith  fait : (y)  Let  no  corrupt  H pfal.34.13. 
communication  proceed  out  of  jour  mouth,  but  that  Which  is  x Colof.4.6. 
good  for  the  vje  of  edifying , that  it  maj  minifler  grace  to  the  J Ej  h.f.4.2?, 
hearers  : Let  all  euill  freaking  be  put  away  from  you  : and  at  fee  Ambioie* 
for  fornication,  and  vneleaneneffe,  (the  common  fubie&S,  Hierome  * 
.and  principal!  ingredients  of  our  Comedies,)  neither  Primafius, 
fpolifh  talking,  nor  iefting,  tyhich  are  not  conuenient,  let  them  Theodoret, 
not  bee  once  named,  (much  ieffe  then  a (Ted,  or  applauded) 
among  you,  as  be  commeth  Saints : (V)  ft  ua  great  folecifme,  ^ orC£^j  Jft 
yea , a finne  among  Chriftians,  either  to  relate,  or  doe,  (much  ^.3.4  Accgv- 
more,  to  Perfonate,  Penne,  or  Pleafingly  to  behold,)  dfngly. 
any  obfeene,  or  filthie  thing : Chriftians  they  are,  at  l e aft  wife  z '^pud  Chri - 
fhould  be,*  Saints ; yea,  ( a ) C haft, and  holy  Virgins, Temp  les,  frffnosenim 
and  Vejfcls  for  the  Lord : (b)  cleanfing  themjelues  from  all 
pollution,  both  of  Fie Jh,  and  Spirit : (r)  flopping  their  cares  tt  fm,  turpe  a- 
from  hearing  blood,  Jhutting  their  eyes  from  feeing  euill : yea,  liquid  ye  l »ar- 
not  fo  much,  {d)  as  touching  any  vneleane  thing  : therefore  rar€'>  ^ e}fa~ 
they  muft  abandon  all  Vnchaft,  all  Scurrilous,  and  filthie  Aducrf  Helui- 
things  : their  Eyes,  tfeir  Eares,  their  Hands,  ( e ) their  <jiUm  cap.8. 
Tongues,  their  Hearts,  muft  know  nothing  but  Chrift,  inter - Tom.2.pag, 
meddle  Veith  nothing  but  pure, and  holy  things : (f)  7 heir  Cjod  * $9- 

Ephef.i.i.  1 Thef.4  7. Hebr.3.1.  * 1 Cor.j.K?  tap  6.17.  2-Cor.i  1.2.  2 Tim.2. 
21.Ra1.14  4.  t>  2 Cor. 7 1.  c Ifav  33.15.  d Ifiy  52  .11.  2 Cor. 6.17*  e Tgihtl 
aliud  nouertt  lingua  nift  Chrift um  : v 'thtl peffet fnvare  nift  yuedfanttum  eft . Hiaom. 
Epiflp.  cap.i  ?,  f Lcwit.1l.44. cap. 19. 2.  j Pet.  j.i 5. 

is 
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/ Luke  1.35. 
Ads. 4.17. 
h Pfal.51.il. 

2 Per. 1.2  1 . 
Rciiel.4.7. 

* Limes  1.2  7, 
I4  Rom.  1.2. 

2 7 im.3.17. 

2 Pet. 2. 22. 

/ 1 Cor. 11  27. 
29. Heb. 10.29. 
jw  Iude  20. 
n Ephef.1.4. 
Hebr.3. 1 . 

1 Peter  2.9. 

O Rcu  21,2.10, 
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2 Peter  3.11, 
r Turptlcqui- 
um  iure  \oc<t- 
tur  qux  de  yi- 
tt0Jis  faftis 
habeturcratio • 
cuiufmodi  ejl> 
fide  aduiterio3 
ye!  depuero- 
rum  Amove 
differ at ur,  fee. 
Clemtns  Alex. 
Paedag.  lib. 2. 
cap.  6.  See 
Chryf  Horn. 
i7.inEphef,5. 


is  holj : (g)  their  Sauiour  Tefus  Chrifi  is  holy : (Jo)  their 
holy  Cjh  oft  is  holy : (i)  their  Religion,  (k^)  their  Script  tires  , 
( l ) their  Sacraments,  (m)  their  Companions,  (n)  their  Faith, 
(0)  their  Inheritance,  and  (p)  cT>rofejfion  holy,  Chafl,  and 
Vn de  fied : and fo  muft  ( ej)  they  he  too,  in  all  manner  of  con - 
tterfation,  at  all  times:  therefore  all  Amorous,  all  Lafciui- 
ous,  filthie,and  polluted  things,  which  haue  no  analogic, 
nor  proportion  with  them,  muft  needes  bee  finfull,  hurt- 
ful!, and  vmfeemely,  yea,  odious,  and  difpleafing  to  them. 
Obfcenitie,  or  rotten  difeourfe  : ( which  the  Fathers  in 
the  margent  who  condemne  it,  define  to  be  nothing  elfe, 
(r)  hut  a Narration  of  fome  Vitious,  Amorous,  Adulterous, 
and  filthic  aftion , to  pajfe  away  the  time,  or  to  prouokp,  and 
flirre  vp  laughter  : of  Which  fort,  are  all  rihaldrie  Songs,  and 
lefts ; all  Theatric  all,  Complement  all,  Poetic  all,  orTahlc-di- 
fcourfes  of  the  Adulteries,  Incefts,  Loues,  and  vile  Ohfenities 
of  grace  leffe  Wicked  men,  or  Heathen-gods,  (s)  Who  tr  an  fen- 
ded others  in  their  vices,  as  much  as  in  their  Deitie : ) was 
aUvayes  deteftable,  and  odious  vnto  Pagans  *•  Hence  (ftel- 
lius  informes  vs,  (t)  that  the  Romans  did  puhlikfly  punifh, 
not  onely  Ohfcene,  and  petulant  deedes,  hut  Words : Hence 
(u)  Romulus  inatted  this  Law : Ne  quis  praefentibus  foe- 
minis  obfesena  verba  facito : Let  no  man  vfe  any  ohfcene 
fteach  in  the  prefence  of  any  Women  : Hence  Sophocles  in- 
formes vs,  ( x)  that  it  is  not  feemely,  nor  hone  ft,  to  ft  cake 
fuch  things,  which  are  vnfeemely  to  bee  done : Hence  was 
that  ingenious  checke , which  Diogenes  gone  to  a heauti - 
full  youth , When  hee  heard  him  vttering  fome  obfcenitie s : 


Hierome,  Ambrofe,  Theodoret,  Primafius,  Theophylad,  and  Hnymo,  in  EpheP. 
5 . 3,  4.  Accordingly,  where  they  together  with  Saint  Auguftine.  De  Red.  Cathol. 
Conucrfationis.  Tom.  9.  part.  1.  pag.  1 4.47,  and  Saint  Bernard.  De  Pall'.  Domini. 
Trad,  cap  27.  condemne  fcurrilitie,  arid  idling,  s F.xpumunt  adulterum  louem 
non  turn  regno  fuo  qu&m  ytiils  pr&pctentem*  Cyprian.  Epift.  lib.  2.  Epift.2.  Donato, 
t Non  in  fafta  mode,  fed  etiam  in  yoces  pefuhnt  tores  pub  lice  Roma  yindteatum 
eft.  Nod.  A tt.  lib.  io.  cap  6.  u Plutarchi,  Romulus.  Opmecru?.  Chronogr.  pag. 
90.  Dionyf.  Hal.  Antiq.  Rom.  lib. 2.  Sed.  4.  X Non  tulrinum  eft  dtcere  ea  qua 
fattu  turpta  funt.  OEdip.  Tyr.  pag.  301.  Theodoret,  Chryloflome,  Primifius,  and 
Theophylad,  inEphef  5.4,5.  Accordingly, 
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(j)  doefi  thou  notblujh,  (faith  hee)  to  draw  a leaden  Sword  ^ pj9Herube- 
out  of  an  Iuorie  fcabbard  ? Hence  was  that  brandy  Which  pis  • ait,  ex 
Seneca  flammed  vpon  all  fcurrilom  perfons,  which  I would  eburnea  ya- 
fuch  Chriftians  whofe  tongues  are  tipt,  and  hearts  de- 
lighted  with  llibaldrous  Songs, and  lefts, would  ferioufly 
apply  vnto their  Confidences  iWherefoeuer (faith  he)  thou  Diog. Laert. 
(<,)  meetcfl  With  corrupt  difcourfe,  there  doubt  not  but  the  lib.  6.  Diog, 
heart , and  manners  are  depraued : and  no  wonder  : for  out  PaS-H9* 
of  the  abundance  of  the  heart,  the  mouth  Jpeaketh,  and euill 
Words  corrupt  good  manners,  (d)  as  the  Scriptures  teach  vs.  onemcirrup- 
Hence  (b)  L/frifiotle  magnifies  the  modefiie  of  that  ingenuous  tam,  tbt  yua- 
Pagan,  Who  When  he  Was  about  to  vtter  an  vnchafi  obfcenitie,  yue  mores* 
Was  tongue-tied  out  of  mode  ft  fbame:  ( c)  the  Citizens  ofAiar - re^° 
celles  though  Pagans,  Would  admtt  no  Stage-Flajes  mo  their  uJn  ri^ 
Citie,  leaf  their  filthinejfe,  and  obfcenitie  [hould  corrupt  their  Magna  maU 
youth:  Yea,  the  very  ( d ) Heathen  "Poet  himfelfe.  Would  habitant  in 
haue  all  fcurrilitie , and  ribaldrie , exiled  from  fuch  places 
Where  Touthes,  and  Children  Were,  for  feare  they  fhouldde - rpatm*U 

prune  their  mindes,  and  manners.  If  then  God  himfelfe,  if  & facet*. 
the  Fathers,  yea,  if  all  thefe  Pagans  haue  vtterly  con-  chryf.Hona, 
demned  all  filthie,  Scurrilous,  Vnchafi,  and  Amorous  i7.mEphcf.j\ 
fpeaches,  lefts,  and  Poemes,  as  misbefeeming  Chaft,and  £^6*4  j54' 
Modeft  eyes,  or  Lips,  or  Eares ; my  Maior  cannot  but  be  1C0r.1j.35. 
granted:  and  fo  much  the  rather,  (e)  becaufe  Vnchafi,  y Rhetor,  lib. 
Obfcene,  and  Amorous  Wordes,  are  but  fo  many  vehiculaes , i.cap.9.  pag. 
to  carrie  men  on  to  Adulterous,  and  S infull  deedes,  both  5.°'  Alcaei- 
which,  all  Chriftians  muft  abominate.  pindarum. 

For  the  Maior;  that  the  Stile,  and  fubie£l  Matter  of  pag.4oj. 
Inoft  (f)  Comic  all,  andTheatricall  Enter  hides,  is  Amorous,  c Valerius 
and  Obfcene ; it  is  as  euident,  as  the  Morning  Suntie:  Max-lib.a. 
Firft,  by  the  expreffe,  and  punftuall  teftimonie  of  fundry 

ftdum  yifitqne  hac  limtna  t angst  Intra  cjujt  puer  efi  : procul  hinc , procul  inde 
puelldt  Lenonuw,  cantus  pernocl  ant  is par  apt  t.  Maxima  debetur pueris  reuerentia. 

Iuuenaf.  Satyr.  14.  pag.  12  6.  t Obfc&ntes  firms  & fcurrtlttas  yehieulum  port*- 
tionit  : Ne  dtxeris  yrbana,  fcuirtlia,  nec  turpia,  nec  feceris,  £5?  flammam  cupt- 
ditatls  extingues.  Chryfoftome.  Horn.  1 7.  in  Ephef.  5.  5c  Thcophvlad.  Ib. 
f Comic*  fabtsU  de  fiupris  letrginum  loqmntur  (j$  amortkm  meretricuni%  Ladan- 
cius,  Dc  Vcro  Cuitu.  cap.  20. 

K Fathers^ 
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i 1 Quodtnim 
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Fathers.  Read  but  (g)  Tatianin  Oratio.  Aducrfu*  Graces 
(h)  Theoph jlus  dAntiochcnus  Contra  Auto  hewn.  lib.  3 . Cle- 
mens Romanes  ConjHt.  csfpofiolorum.  lib . 2.  cap.  65.  66. 
Clemens  (M lex  an  dr  inns  Oratio.  Exhort . ad  Gentes.fol.  8.9. 
T didag.  lib. 2.  cap. 6. 7.  & (i ) lib.  3 . 1 1 . Ter tu  lit  an  cDe 

SpeSlac.  cap.  1 0.1 7.  to  28.  apologia  aduerfus  (Rentes,  cap . 
38.  Be  Pudicitia.  cap.  7.  CMmucius  Felix  Oftauius.  pa<r. 
1 01 . Philo  Iudaus  Be  efyfgricultura.  lib.  pag.  271 . 
non  often dttur  {J\Eofis.  pag. 9 ^2.  Be  vita  Contcmplatiua.  lib.  p ig.  1 209.  (fy- 

quod  autem 
Vert  urn  impu- 
dent non  pro- 
ferunt  qui  rt- 
funt  mouent 
feurr a 63 
ht ft r tones  Mb. 

k Sed  ad  (cent 
inuerec  undos 
ad  [ales  tarn 
tranfttum  fa- 
ctum • pudet 


prian  ( kfl)  Be  Spettac: lib.  & Epifl.  lib.  2.  Ep.  2.  Bonato . 
Origen  in  Rom.  1 1 . lib.  8.  Tom . 3 . pag. 203 . Arnobius  adudrf 
G ernes,  lib. 3 . 1 1 4.  //£.4.  1 49. 150.  lib.  5 . t 8z. 

€0“  lib.y.pag.2^0.  to  241.  La&antius  Be  vero  Cnltu.cap.20. 
Bikin  arum  Inflitutionum  (/ ) Epit.  cap. 6.  Taftlius  Magnus 
Hexaemeron.  Horn.  4.  Be  Legcndis  hbris  Gentilium  Oratio . 
& <*sffcetica.  Tom.  2.  180.  1 8 1 . Gregorie  Nazdankjen 

Oratio. 48.  pag. 796.797.  ^ Selcuchum  Be  retta  Education e 
Epifl.  pag.  1063. 1 064.  Cjregorie Njffen.  Vita  Mofeos  Endr- 
ratio . pag.  ^25.  2 sfmbrofe  Be  Panitentia.  lib.  2.  cap.  6.  & 
Enarratio  in  Plafm.  1 1 8-  Olhn.j.  Cyrillus  Hieru fd omit  anus 
referre^u&dt-  CMechlps  Mjflago  <pica.  1 . Hilarie  Enarratio  in  Pfal.i  4.  & 
‘“tilm’Jccu-  *n  PH 1 1 8.  He.  Hierom  Comment,  in  Ez>ech.  lib.6 . cap. 20. 
fare  qua ftunt.  Tom.q.  pag. 389.  H.  & Epift. 2.  cap.6.  Chryfoftome  Horn.  3. 
Agentium  <]_ ~)c  Bauide  & Saul.  Horn,  in  Pfal.  140.  Horn.  6.7.  (m)  & 

ftrophas,  a c.ul-  ^ m rjfypat.  Horn.  62.  in  <*Aftta.  Apofl.  Horn.  1 2.  h 1 (for. 

Horn.  1 7.  in  Ep  hefty . (3  Horn.  6 2 . ad  Pep.  Antiochix.  Au- 
rumimpudt - guflinc  Be  Ciuit. Bei.  lib.  1 . cap.  32.33.  lib.  2.  cap.q.  to  15. 
citiat , feurr  i • cap. 26. 29 . Be  Confenfu.  Euan  gel.  1.  \ . cap .3  3 . Confejfiunum . 
les  tocos,  pan-  /;^  i.2.  Projper  <*sfyuitantcus  Be  Cjloria  Sanftorum 

fitesfordidoSy 

pag.  7 3.  Orofius  Hi ft  or  ia.  lib.  3.  r^.4.  lfiodorHi- 
*pltres*famtLt<u  JpalenJis.  Etimolog.  lib.  1 8 . tfrff.4 1.42.  Salman  Be  Gubernat. 
regales^  modo  ft  upido',  mode  ob/canos,  modo  ftolidos,  certi*  nominilus  ixuerem.  Ib. 
1 Quin ftcena  1 vum  fan  ff  tor  i in  qua  Comecdta  de  ftuprls  (3  amor  it  us  3 Triads  a de 
inceftu  tST  parricidiis , fahulatur. Ib.  m Cunt la  entm  ftmpltciter  qua  ihi ftunt  turptftt- 
r»a  funt : Verba , Vefhtw , tonfura , tnceffusy  voces , cantus , modulattones , oculorum 
tuerftones.  motsuy  filU,fiftuU3  (3  ipftfabularum  argument  a,  omnta  (tnquam)  turpi 
Ja/ciuta  plena  funt : qua  aures  mentis  folent  magic  quam  quauss  fordes  cbftrueree  ~»et 
petit*  non  obfruunt  tantum 3 fedetiam  impurum factum , <6?  tmmundvm.  Ckryf  Ib. 

v Beu 
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*Dci.  (ft)  lib.  6.  <&  7.  'Bernard  Or atio  ad  CMilites  T emplu  n SoUThca* 
cap.  4.  ( 0 ) Joannes  Salifburienfis  Do  Nugis  Curiahum.  lib.  1 . trorum  tmpu- 
cap.  8.  &ltb. 8.  cap. 6. 7.  C a fit  odor  us  Variarum.  lib.  1 . cap.  'fc*"***1^. 
27.  &lib.  7.  cap.  10.  To  whom  I may  adde,  Conti* J„efleno»pof- 
hum  L'arifienfe  Jab  Ludouico  & Lothario,  lib.  1.  cap.  3 $.  funt  W accu* 
Concilium  zAgathenfe.  Canon.  39.  Synodus  Turonica.  3.  fitri.Ib.p.ite. 
Canon.  7.  8.  Synodus  Cabtlonenfts.  2.  Qanon.  9.  Synodus 
C JMogmtinafiibRaba.no.  Qanon.  13.  Concilium  Colonienfe. 
zAnno.  153 6.  pars.  2.  cap.  25.  pars.  9.  cap.  10.  Concilium.  D.46 6.  C, 
(folonienfe fub  Adolpho.  Anno.  1549.  Grattan.  DiftinEHo.  p ComccdU 

3.3.48.86.  Perufe, I fay,  thefe  feuerall  Fathers, and  Coup-  Tr*ga&*9*- 
cels ; ( whofe  words,  if  1 fhouid  at  large  tranfcribe  them, 
would  amount  vnto  an  ample  volume  :)  and  you  (hall  uienterlefitn 
finde  them  all  concurre  in  this  : ( p)  that  Staged  laycs  are  (A  audit  is. 
Wholly  compojed  of,  or  at  leafhvife  fraught  With  Ribaldrie,  MinuciusFcIix 
Scurrilitie ; ZJnchaft,  and  *A  morons  ftreines , and  pajfages : ‘ Ior 

Obfcene,  and Jilt  hie  lefts,  Which  in  yum  ate  the  Mindes,  cor - ^J^^fedilfl 
rupt  the  Manners, and  defile  the  Soules  of  men,  (cf)  yea  pollute  hofttum  chri- 
the  very  places,  and  common  ay  re.  Where  they  are  but  ailed : ft-,  illamcd- 
Whence  they  all  condemne,  thefe  Theatric  all  interludes,  tbedrampeftt- 
aa  vnfeemely,  pernicious,  abominable,  and  vtterly  vnlawfull  l€JtUartam->  *p- 
vnto  Chriflians : as  exceeding  odious,  and  dijp  leafing  vnto  <jUAdefupertn- 
Cjod ; filing  them,  (r)  the  very  finches  of  all  vncleanenejfe,  cub  at  fieleftis 
the  LcElures  of  Obficenitie,  the  Meditations  cf  Adultery , the  mcibrn  eon- 
examples  of  difboneflie,  the  exhortations,  and  in  fir u Elions  of  ^^t-X^Dz 
filthinejfe,  and  the  like:  and  cPlay-houfies,  (s)  the  Temples  spcflac.  c \j. 

r Lust  fcantct  (peftdculd  turpitudinum,  ff  Licentia^anitatum  : perpetuus  morbus 
Arum  arum  $ mala.  cuptdttatis  in  du  ft  to,  adultent  medttatto,  tyrpitudinis  exhort  atio. 
Auguft.  De  Ciu.  Dei.  1 1.  c.32.  1.2.  c.8.9.  Orofius.  Hi  t.  I.3  c.4.  Ghryf.  Horn.  62.  ad 
Pop.  Antiochice  fk  Hom,  42.  in  Ad.  s Sacrarium  Veneris : Templum  £•?  Ecclefid 
Dtdbolt:  Arx  omnium  turpttudtnum:  Confiflortum  impudicitia  : Cathedra  P eft t lent  i- 
aria:  fedtlia  hofttum  Chrifti.Tt  rtu!  i)e  Spedac.  c.  10. 17. 27.  Cathedra  Pefiitentiarum . 
Clem,  Alex.Paedag.  1.3-c,ii.  Tudor  tspujlici lup/marium, {y  obfcanttatismagiftertum. 
Cypr.  De  Spedac  Fb.  Comznums  & publtca  offic/na  fceierum.  Rafd,  Hexaem.  Hom.4. 
Fornicationts gymnaftum  • Intemper antia  Schola  Chryf  Hom. <52., ad  Pop.  Antiochiae 
& Hom. 42 . in  Ad .Lafctua  fadttatis  inrpurit at ts omnis efficina .Nazianz  ad  Selir- 

chum  de  Reda  educatione.  p.ic^.  Loca  & habit  acuta  tyrpitudinutn.S&Xu.  De  Gub. 
De:M.6.  p.iQS.  Cautaturpttudinum.  Auguft.  De Confenfu  Euang;. I.I. c.33.  Antma 
rum  Ifjes  & peftis : probttatis  pf  honeftatis  euerfto.  Auguft.  De  Ciu.  Dei  l.I.c  33, 
Vcrefugahaffedpudoris  honeftatis.  lb.lib.2.  cap. 6,  See  Ad.64  Scene.1,2,3. 
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Auaufline. 
De  Ciuitatc 
Dei. lib.  a. 

cap.  9' 


a See  Ludou. 
Vines.  Do 
Cauf.Corrupt. 
Artium.lib  2. 
Inde  ioct  y>e- 
teresy  obfcA- 
Ttaque  yerb* 
canttntur  : 
Nee  res  hdc 
Venert  gr.i- 
ttor  yll*  fust. 
Ouid.  Fafto- 
rum.  lib.  3. 
pag.  5 5. 

* See  Act.  7. 
Scene.  6 . 
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of  Venerj ; the  St  ewes  of  AFodeffic,  the  Schooles  of  Ribaldry, 
and  Obfcenitie  : the  Dennes  of  fit  hinejfe : the  Ch  tires  of 
Peflilence,  and  corruption  : the  Seates,  the  Places , and  Alan- 
fons  of  all  filthinejfeSy  and  vnehaflitie  : and  the  common,  and 
publike  Shops  of  all  Veickpdnejfes,  and  defilements  Vohatfoeuer . 
Adde  wee  to  thefe  in  the  fecond  place,  the  exprefle,  and 
pun&uail  Teftimonies  of  Pagan  Aut  hours,  whom  none 
dares  taxe  of  Puritanifme,  or  predf entile  in  this  point. 
Suruay  but  Zenophon  in  his  Comiuium . Ditto  De  Republ. 
lib.  8.  & 10.  LegumDialogus.  7.  ^Ariffotle  Politicorum. 
lib . 7.  cap.  1 7.  Diogenes  Laertius,  lib.  2.  Socrates . Ifo crates 
Oratio  ad  Nlcoclem ; & Or  at  10  De  Pace.  Tullie  (t)  De  Re- 
publica.  lib. Of.  Tufc.  Quaff.  lib . \.&2.  cDe  Legibus.  Itb.j. 
Ad  Alarium.  Spiff. 1.  Seneca.  Spiff. 7. 90.  er  123.  Plutarch 
De  zsfudiendis  Pcctis.  lib . De  Cjloria  ^rfthenienfium.  lib. 
Sympoflarum.  lib.  7.  Quaff.  8.  Liuie  Romano,  H iff . lib.  7. 
cap.  2.3.  Dionyfius.  Hallicar . Rom.  Anticj.  lib. 2.  Sett lib. 
7.  Sett.  9.  Valerius  tJMaximus.  lib.  2.  cap.  4.  Cornelius 
Tacitus.  Ann  A.  lib.  14,  Sett.  2.3.  Lampridii  Heliogobalus. 
Plinie.  Spiff,  fob.q.  Spiff. 20.  Ouid  De  Arte  Amandi.  lib.  1. 
Triffium.  lib.  2.  & Fafiorttm.  lib.  3.  pag.  55.  Horace  De 
ssfrte  P oetica.  Spiff,  lib. 2.  Spiff.  1.  lunenal  Satyr.  6.8.9-. 
yea,  Plautus  himfelfe,  (as  obfcene  as  he  is)  CaptiueiPro- 
logus.pag.10 5 . Yotifnall  finde  all  thefe  (u) acknowledging, 
yea,  condemning  the  Amoroufnejft,  Scurrilitie,  and  lewdneff* 
of  Stage-Playes,  as  I lhall  prooue  (x)  anon.  If  any  now 
reply,  that  the  Playes  of  our  age  are  defecated  from 
thefe  groflfe  Obfeenities , and  purged  from  all  Ribal- 
drious.  Amorous,  Vnchaft,  and  filthie  paffages  : Let  him 
then  confider  in  the  third  place ; that  many  Moderne 
Authors  of  all  forts,  doe  not  onely  indite  our  popular 
Enterludes  of  the  felfe-fame  crimes,  but  likewife  palfe  a 
fatal!,  and  finail  fentence  of  condemnation  on  them,  for 
this  very  caufe:  Caftbut  your  eyes  on  learned,  and  la- 
borious Cjualther.  Horn,  it  .in  Nahum.  3 . pag.  214.  21 5 . 
on  Petrarch.  De  Remedio  vtr.  Fortune,  lib.  1.  Dial.  30.  on 
To  dims  De  Republics,  lib . 6.  cap.  j.  on  Poly  dor  Virgil  De 
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Jmentoribns  Rcrum.  lib.  1 .cap.  11.  on  ^Alexander  Sardis  De 
Jnuent. Rerum.  lib . 1 pdg.43 .44.  on  Ludou.  ViuesfDc  Cauft 
Corrupt.  Artium.hb . 2.  on  lohamis  Mariam,  & Barnabas 
Brifiochius,  in  their  bookes  De  Spcttaculis.  on  Dottor  Rey- 
nolds his  0 tier  throw  of  St age-Play  es.  on  Mafter  Northbrookes 
Treat  if c again]}  vaine  Blayes,  and  Enter  ludes.pag.^  7.  to  77. 
on  Maficr  Gojfons  (Confutation  of  Play  es.  Att.<\.  5 . on  Aiafter 
Stubs  his  ^Anatomy  of  Abufes.  Edit . 3 . pag,  ioi.to  107.  on 
L Q.  in  his  Refutation  of  Haywoods  a, Apoloftefor  <*ABors.  on 
Mafter  lohn  Brinflies  True  Watch,  part.  1 . Abomination.  \g.. 
/Mg.  227.228.  0#  Biftjop Babington.  Mafter  Berkjns,  Mafter 
Dod,  and  Mafier  Elton,  on  the  7.  Commandement . 0#  Doll  or 
Laytons  Speculum  belli  facri.cap .45.  0#  7^  Covenant  be - 
nveenc  god,  and  Man,  by  I.  P . London.  1616.  pag.%%2, 383. 
on  Mafter  lohn  Downhams  Guide  to  Godline ffe.  lib.  7,. cap. 11 . 
Sell.  5 . 0»  Mafter  Robert  Bolton , in  hie  Difcourfe  of  True 
Happinefte . p^.73.74.  You  fhall  fee  our  Moderne  Stage- 
Play  es,  euen  copioufly  Anatomized,  yea,  condemned  by 
them  : as  being  fully  fraught , and  Wholly  compafed,  ofRibal- 
drie,Obfcenitie,  Lafciuioufne]fe,Vnchaft,  and  luft full  parts, 
and  pajfages,  Which  mijbefeeme  all  mode]}  eyes  to  fee,  all  Chri- 
ftian  cares  to  heare,  or  tongues  to  vtter  : W hence  they  {file 
all  Playes,  (y)  the  grand  empoyfoners  of  Grace,  fngenuoufnejfe, 
and  all  manly  reflation : the  Le  Bures  of  obfeenitie ,the  Seedes 
of  vices,  the  Foode  of  Wkkedncfte , yea  the  Blagues,  and  Poy - 
f m of  mens  Soules,  and  Manners : (s.)  andTheaters,the  Ora~ 
tories  of  the  Dentil,  the  Synagogues  of  Satan ; the  Schooles 
of  lewdnefe  ; and  the  very  finches  of  filthinejfe,  and  all  other 
vices : Which  Chriftians  jhould  abhorre , yea  fear e,  and  flie, 
as  much,  my  more  then  any  Bcft-houfe  : as  thefe  their 
writings,  will  at  large  demonftrate.  If  then  thefe  feue- 
rall  Fathers,  Councells,  Pagan  Authours,  and  Moderne 
Christian  writers,  (with  fundry  others,  which 
I fhal!  receit  hereafter  in  their  proper  places  : ) con- 
clude the  very  Stru&ure,  Stile,  and  Sublet  Matter  of 
popular  Stage-Playes,  to  bee  Amorous,  Scurrilous,  and 
Obfccne  ; and  thereupon  paffe  this  Iudgement  on  them  : 

K 3 (a)  that 


y Vitiorum 
(emina  funt , 
fc  tie  run 7 pa- 
buL,  mortis 
iter.  Ioannes 
Salisburienfis. 
De  Nugis  Cu- 
rial  iu  m.Prooe. 
See  Mafter 
Bolton  Di* 
fccurfe  of 
TrueHappi- 
neftc.  p 73  74., 
z Theatre 
retie  deftnire 
poffumus  ■ tur- 
pi tudinis  ~»jfi- 
orumejue  om- 
nium fen  tint 

ac  fchoran7. 

Bod  inns  De 
Republira. 
lib. 6.  cap.  r. 
See  Gualther 
Horn.  1.  in 
Nahum.  3. 
Accordingly. 
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a 7V/<  /W  (4)  they  are  altogether  vnfitfor  (fa  aft, vn  law  fall  for  Chri - 

tjt*.  tlltcfiunty  fttAn.vnfeemely for  Gracious  ,or  modeft  Pares  to  he  are, or  Lips 
^teaK0Hf°r  tovtter : I hope  that  none  will  bee  fo  obftinately  incre- 

€t?amr7clr.  dulous,  a s not  to  beiceue  them  in  the  one : or  fo  de- 
dart  altqnit  fperatel y impious,  as  not  togiuc  fentence  with  them ; 

fne pollutions  not  to  conforme  their  pradife  to  them,  in  the  other. 
non  po  fit : in  at  jf  a[[  thefc  feuerall  Teftimomes  are  not  fuihcient  to 

c oncu  T /Trent* Is  conuinee  t^ie  meft  incredulous  Play-haunters  of  the  ob- 
feenities  of  Stage-Playes;  Iappeale  for  final!  proofeof 
dttu  awes, my  Affumption  vnto  euery  mans  experience.  Not  to  re- 
afattu  ocult  cord  thofe  feuerall  prophane,  and  groffe  (b)  Obfcenities , 
pollnuntur.  tp)0p  j4moro(is ftreines,  Lafcittious  pajfages,  and  vnfauourie 

fmMtamfla-  which  are  fcattered  in  A riftophanes,  Terrence , Plan- 

gittefifuntpot  tus>  Catullus , Tibullus,  Propertius,  (c)  Ouid,  and  other 
ettam  expli  ancient  Comedians , and  wanton  Poets  ; Which  euery  Chaft , 
care  ea  qutftt-  ^ gracious  Chriftian  muft  condemue  : I fhall  confine  my 
fil> '*opkdne$  vnt0  Comedies,  and  popular  Enterludes  of  our 

non°yalea7s  al.  prefent  Age,  * Which  farre  exceede  them  in  all  thefe . Alas, 
De  Gub.  Dei . what  are  the  Maior  part  of  ail  our  Moderne  Stage-Playes, 
1 £.p.  186,1 87.  but  fo  many  Lectures  of  Ribaldry ; fomany  Abftrads, 
Melmeum,ln * Compendiums,  or  Mifcellaines  of  fubiirnated,  Elegant, 
men  meuw,  Wittie,  or  more  Accurate,  and  choyce  Obfcenities? 
meum  deftde - vvhich  ( d ) the  more  refined,  and  accute  they  are,  the  more 

^delTcta^&^e-  ^oe  t^e7  €mt9jfin>  endanger,  and  depraue  the  Auditors: 
pores , & Vtfa  Doe  not  the  ordinary  Theames,  and  Subieds  of  our  Mo- 
dtgnas  yrha*  derne  Comedies,  being  nothing  elfe  but  the  Adulteries, 
nt tates,  c<x-  Fornications,  Rapes,  Loue-paflions,  Meritricious,  Vn- 

terastnepttas  cj,aft  ? and  Amorous  p radi fes , of  Lafciuious  Wicked 
TomJdnTeru-  m en ) (0  or  Heathen  1 dole- gods ; (f)  Which  Jbould  not  be  fo 

befeinttts,  tn  ftculi  homtnilua  detejlamur : quanto  mag  it  in  clericis,  & in fanclis  ytris% 
Hierom.  Epift.  2 . cap.  6.  b Scurnlttas  atque  Lajciuia  te  prafente  non  habeant  lo- 
cum. Nunquam  yerbum  inhoneftum  audios  : xut,fi audterit,  ne  tnefeeris.  Hierom. 
Epift.  greap  c In  his  Amorum  : De  Arte  Amandt : Vulex,  6c c.  . * Ego  am 
phut  dico’.non  folutn  agi  nunc  Mas  ludtcrcrum  infamium  lahes  qua  print  a cl  a funt ; fed 
cnmtnoftus  multo  act  quam  prises  alia  funt.  Sahtian.  De  Gub.  Dei.  lib.  6.  pag  201. 
d Vocis  dulcedtxes  pcr  aurem  ant  mam  yulnerant  qua  quanto  Ucenttut  adeunt, 
tanto dtffictltus euttantur.  Hierom.  Epift.  12.  cap.  3.  e See  Cyprian  Epift.  lib  2. 
Epift.  2.  Auguft.  De  Ciuit.Dei.  lib.  2.  cap.4.  to  1 5 26,27,28,29.  Arnobius  Aduerf. 
Genres,  lib.7.  Accordingly,  Sec  here  Scene.  3.  f Ephef.  5.334. 
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much  as  named,  (much  Idle  then  aded)  among  Chriftians  l g Of  which 
doe  not  thofe  (g)  Wanton,  Whcrijh,  tuft  fill  Parts ; thofe  iefAft.  jr. 
Rihaldrom  Songs , and  fit  hie  Ditties:  thofe  Meretricious,  £z2,c£Ct’a’7>*' 
W Vnchafl  Attires,  Lockes,  and  Gt flares  : thofe  Amorous,  ^ 

and hfl fill  Complements,  Kiffings,  Clippings,  and  Embrace-  136.  i$8. 
ments : thofe  liuely,  ifnotreali  repreientations,  orocu-  SccChryfoft. 
lar  demonftrations  of  the  very  ads  of  Whoredome,  and  3** 
Adulterie,  which  are  vfually  reprefented  to  vs  on  the  cvprianDc 
Theater : together  with  all  thole  Obfcene,  and  filthie  speaacul,s. 
lefts ; thofe  Scurrilous,and  beaftly  pa{fages,thofe  quaint,  lib.  Saluiaa. 
Subtile,  Rhetoricall,  and  Flexanimous  ftreines  of  con-  Dg  . 
templatiue,  Elegant,  and  wittie  Obfcenities,  with  which 
our  Playes  are  fraught,  and  enterlaced  : (Jh)  the  very  fight 3 ^Zloresf™ 
and  hearing  of  Which,  fhotild  caufc  all  mode  ft  Eyes  to  Blufh,  (Tpcaking  of 
and  Weepe ; all  Chrifiian  Eares,  to  Glove,  and  Tingle ; all  Pagans,)  auer- 
Chafl,  and  Cjracious  Hearts,  to  Mourne,  and  Eleedc  ;)  doe  ^antfaefem 
not  all  thele  (I  fay)  proclaime,  and  teftifie  to  the  world ; ^ZZZZenico' 
that  the  Stile,  and  lubied  Matter ; yea,  the  very  Adion,  rumjrf  ar- 
Circumftances , and  Appendices  of  our  popular  Stage-  temfl^ttt 
Playes,  are  Scurrilous,  and  Obfcene  ? what  need  we  then  W ere  ervle- 
any  further  witndfes  ? Dcubtleffe,  the  Obfcenitie  of  our  fcentts>f*rt/* 
Playes  is  fuch,  that  if  the  very  Stones,  and  Pillars,  which  Z/ZZnt™* 
fiipport  the  Piay-houfe ; if  the  Seates,  and  Scaffoldes,  Aaguft.  De 
which  adorne  it : or  the  very  Theater,  and  Stage  it  felfe,  Cm  Du.  lib. 
had  Tongues  to  fpeake ; they  would  prefently  exclaime  2*  CJP:  2 f 
againft  it, and  repreoue  it.  And  dares  any  Chriftian  then,  n0”  chdftinns 
be  foaudacioufly  abfurde,  as  to  gaine-fay  it  ? fowil-fully  much  more 
blinde,  as  not  to  lee  it?  fodefperately  prophane,  as  not  blufhtofce 
to  loathe  :t?  w hen  as  his  owne  experience  muftacknow-  ^lcrn  * 
ledge,  and  his  very  Cofciencedoeth,yea  cannot,but  con-  1 s,Prof€ffl* 
demneit?  Since  then  the  very  Stile,  andfubied  Matter  TJm,&chri* 
of  our  Playes  are  fuch  ; this  muft,this  cannot  but  enforce  piano  ore  in- 

dtgnui?j,  non 
homtnem  cen • 
tr  i(l '* (It  fed 

Spiritum  Bet , a quo  benefetum  accept  fit  j a quo  fan  {life  atum  efi  os  tuum . Non  pudet 
igitur  nos  ilium  contrtflare  ? Signatum  efl  os  luum  a Spiritu,  'V/  nihil  tndigtwn 
tpfo  loquaris : ne  diffduas  igitur figtHum,  Theophylaft.  in  Ephcf.  4 30, 

flue 


vs  to  reiect  tnem,  as  pernicious,  vir  eemely,  yea,  vtterly 
vnlavvfull  vnto  Chriftians ; yea,  as  (ft)  grievous,  and  offen _ 
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fine  to  Cjods  blcfted  Spirit,  Vvhohath  Sanclifed,  and  Seeded 
vp  our  'JMouthes,  and  Eares  from  all  Scurrilitie  : as  all  the 
fore-recited  Fathers,  and  Chriftian  Authors  haue  already 
done,  vpon  the  felfe-fame  grounds. 


AcTVS  3.  ScENA  SecVNDA. 

SEcondly,  as  the  Stile,  and  fubie<ft  Matter  of  Stagc- 
Playes  is  Scurrilous,  and  Obfcene,  folikewife  it  is 
Bloody,  and  Tyrannicall ; breathing  out  Malice,  (k)  Tttrj , 
Anger,  Murther,  Crueltie,  Tjrannie , T reacbcrie,  (< l ) Even- 
fe,  Treafon,  and  Reuenge,  ( the  conftant  Theames,  and 
chiefe  Ingredients, of  all  our  Tragedies,)  which  ( m ) £jfe- 
r ate,  and  enrage  tbe  Hearts,  and  Aiindes,  of  Acftors,  and 
Spectators  ; yea,  oft  times  animate,  and  excite  them  to  A»- 
fubicA  Matter  &er'  Malice,  Duels , CMurtbers,  Reuenge,  and  more  then 
ofSta^e  Plaies  ‘Barbarous  crueltie,  to  tbe  great  dijlurbance  of  tbe  publike 
is  Bloody,  and  Peace.  From  whence  I frame  this  fixt  Argument. 

That  whofe  Stile,  and  fubieeft  Matter  is  Bloody,  and 
Tyrannicall,  breathing  out  Malice,  Anger,  Fury, 
Crueltie,  Tyrannic,  FiercenefTe,  Treafon,  Rapine, 
Violence,  Oppreffion,  Murther,  and  Reuenge, 
muft  needes  be  Odious,  Vnfeemely,  and  Vnlawfiill 
vnto  Chriftians. 

But  fuch  is  the  Stile,  and  fubieft  Matter  of  moft,  (but 
cfpecially  of  our  Tragicall)  Stage-Play  es. 
Therefore  they  muft  needes  be  Odious,  Vnfeemely, 
and  Vnlawfiill  vnto  Chriftians. 

The  Minor  is  euident : Firft,  by  Experience : Second- 
oain'F  vain?  by  (n)  expreffe  Authorities ; both  which  doe  teftifie  : 

Tlaycs,  and  Enterludcs.f.3c.3'T.  Mr.  Stubs  Anatomic  of  Abufcs.  p.i04Ji05’,TO7  Mr, 
GofTor.s  PlayesConfuted  AcT.4.5.  Seneca.Epift  7.  Read Sophocks,  Euripides, and 
Seneca  Lis  Tragedies,  with  all  our  Moderne  Tragedies,  which  coafirme  it. 

that 


^ See  Seneca. 
Hercul.Furens. 
& Medea. 

1 Archtlocbum 
propm  rabies 
armauttlamlo. 
Hor.De  Arte 
Poet.  lib. 
m See  A&.6. 
Scene.  10. 
Argument.  <?. 


Tyrannicall : 
Therefore  cuil 
and  vnlawfull 
vntoChiiiFans 
n ChryfHom 
38.  in  Matth. 
JLa&.l.G  c.2,0. 
Cypr.  Tert, 
De  Spedac. 
P0lyd.Vir2.De 
Inuent. Rerun 
l.i.  c.io.  Mr. 
Nnrthbrookes 
Treatife  a- 
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that  the  Stile, And  fubiefl  Matter  of  our  Tragedies  are  Bloody , o Ephcf.4. 2 6, 
and  Tyrannic  all ; abounding  With  Enuie , C?dalke,  Furie,  27-31. 
Clamours , Wrath,  (frueltie,  Treacheries  Frenfie , Mart  hers, 

Treafons , Villany,  Vnplacableneffe,  Difcordes,  Mutinies,  Re-  ian,*e*5  f4* 
hellions,  Conjpiracies,  Rapes,  ^Duetts,  and  Reuenge,  Which  15,16. 
prouoke,  and  Whet  on  the  SpeElators  to  all  thefe  Barbarous,  Pfalm.  71.4, 
inh umane  Vices,  Wh ich  they  jhould  abhorre . p r 9>  T° 

The  Maior  is  vncontrouleable  : Firft,  becaufe  the  pfaimi140.11. 
Scriptures  doe  exprefly  enioyne  vs:  (o')  to  put  away  all  pfaim.27.12/ 
Malice,  Anger , Wrath, Contention,  Sedition, Strife,  Cruelty,  Pfalm.74.20. 
Violence,  Rapine,  and  Reuenge ; together  Vo ith  all  (p)Tru-  Prou.  11  17. 
culent , Clamorous  , Furious  , Ire  full , Tragicall,  Bloody,  12.10. 
Fierce,  Malicious,  and  reuenge  full  (peaches  i and  that  for  AdcsS^?' 
fundry  reafons  : Firft,  becaule  fuch  Words,  andattions  as  Rom.  1.29* 
thefe,  (q)  are  Earthly, Carnall,Diuelijb ; pro  seeding  from  the  3°>  3 1 • 
World,  the  Flejb,  and  the  Deuill,  (who  are  fraught  (r)  With  2 1 ml,3  2,3.4» 
Rage,  and  Crueltie :)  not  from  the  Wifedome  of  G od  from  ^ 

aboue.  Which  is  Pure,  Peaceable,  Cjentle , eafe  to  be  intreated,  Ades  9*1  X~* 
full  of  Mercy,  and  good  Femes : Secondly,  becaufe  fuch  Pfafm.52.4. 
fpeaches  as  thefe,  (s)  are  the  Fomenters  of  Contention,  yea,  Pftfm.  5 5 .2 
the  Chariots  of  Anger,  Crueltie , and  Reuenge : Thirdly,  1 m . ^4  3. 

becaufe  fuch  Tragicall,  Fell,  and  Bloody  difeourfes  as  cap1!*2/* 
thefe,  are  altogether  vnfuitable  vnto  Chriftians ; who  R0m.  1,29, 
are,  or  fhould  bee,  (t)  Men  of  a Quiet,  Peace  able,  gentle,  30,31. 
Meeke,  and  tender-hearted  cDi(poptton , being  Kinde,  and  Galat.3r.15. 
Louing  one  towards  another,  andforgiuing  one  another,  euen  f ' I4* 

as  God  for  Chrifls  fake,  hath  for giuen  them . The  God  of 
Chriftians,  (u)is  a god  of  Peace:  the  Head  of  Chriftians,  ? 1,^3. 5. 
(at)  is  a Trine e of  Teace : the  Guide  of  Chriftians,  (y)  is  a 14,15,16,17. 
Spirit  of  Peace,  and  Vnitie:  the  Rule  of  Chriftians,  is  a Galat  5.20,21. 
(f)  Word,  a Gojpel of  Teace,  (a)  Which  bringeth,  and  pro - P-orr- 1-294 
claimeth  Peace  to  all,  (b)  and perfwadeth  Peace  With  all  A fen:  j,°Qc  * ^ 6 7 

1 Peter  5.  8.  Prou  12.  (O.  / Prou.  15.  1.  Equw»e(f  yocVeratto,  afeenfer  autem 

iray  impedi  eefuum,  Cubuertifli  afeenfirem.  Theophylad  Enar.  ir  Ephtf.  4.31. 
/ Ephef.4  31,32,33.  Marke 9. 5 e.  1C0r.14.33.  2 Cor. 13.11,12.  Ephcf.6.23.Galat., 
6. T. Phil  4.7.  Col  3.12,13, T4, 15.  u Rom. 1 5.33.  Cap.  16. 20.  2 Cor  13.1  i.Phrl.4.9. 
1 Thcf.5.23.  2 Thef3.16.Heb. 13. 2©.  x Ifay  9.6.HcS.7 ■*.  y Ephef.4.3  Eph, 
* i$-  a Luke  lo.y. Cap. 19.42. Ad.20.36.  b Rom.12.1S  Heb.Ti.14.  j Pct.3.11. 

L the 
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/.  Luke  1.79. 
Rom.  3. 17. 
c 1 C01-7.  Jj. 
d 2 Cor.i3.1r. 
2 Tim  z.zz. 

1 Tim.2.2. 

* Pfal.37.37. 

2 Pet.3.14. 


the  VV3y  of  Chriftians,  (b)  u a V^af  of  Peace;  yea,  their 

11  r V°c*n*°n'  ^ Life>  W ^ End>  *re  Peace : therefore 
ail  lrefull,  Truculent,  Fierce,  and  Tragicke  Speffaclcs, 
or  Poemes,  which  breathe  out  nothing  but-Crueltie 
Biood,  VnmercifuinefTe,  Diicorde,  VnplacaHcnefle  and" 
Reuenge,  muft  needes  bee  vnfeemeiy,  and  vnlavvfull  to 

f / uxuriofior  m ; a\bcinS  °PPo(i^,  and  Repugnant  to  their  Peace- 
redeo,  „„£0  *ole’ Meeke >an< d Courteous confutation.  SccondIy,fuch 

yero  crude-  barbarous,  Bloody,  Tyrannical!,  Fierce,  and  Crueil  Spe- 
l*or  & mhx~  cracles,  and  Enterludes  as  thefe,  where  Tyrannie  Enuy 
Malice  Marcher,  Farie,  and  Reuenge,  are  Acted  and 

Z7PeZZu  pPP‘audCd  nfe’  ne'*es,w*g'> 

fut . Seneca.  ExfJPe>^e  the  Spectators , and  prouoke  them  to  Crueltie , 

Bpift-7.vid.Ib.  1 afiion,  Rage,Reuenge,  and  Difcontcnt,  vpon  very  fmall 
/ Ad.  c.  occafipn,  as  I fhaliprooue  at  large  ( % )anon  .*  therefore 
muft  needes  bee  EuilL  vPon  this  very  ground 

(i)  TertMian>  (V  (o  Ai 

\m)  Theophylm  Antioch  emu.  (n)Tatiams,  ( 0 ) LaCiantius, 
(p)  Nazdtar^en,  (cj)  Epiphanies , (r)  Chryfoftome , (s)  A el 
gxfiinef  Minucim  Felix y (t)  Salman;  together  U nth  all  the 
Chriflians  in  the  Thmitiue  Church , as  thefe  record , didvt- 
tcrly  condemne , and  auoyde  all  Sword-P lay es,  'Traotedies , and 
bloody  Spectacles  of  crueltie ; ns  fightings,  and  Combates  of 

Men,  Veith  Men,  or  Men.,  and  Beafls  together , (which  the 

Tem  a.p.  139.  («)  Lacedemonians ther  with  (x)  EUto^rA  (y)  Sene- 
m onti . Ac,  ca*  though  Pagans,  did likgwifc  cenfure,and reieEi ;)  beeaufe 
(*)  f^cy  dtd  excite,  and ft  irre  men  vp  to  Mur  ther,  Crueltie , 
and  Reuenge  ; and  wake  them  guilty  of  the  Wounds , and 
Blood  of  all  thofe  Combatants , and  Stvord-P  lay  ers, Which  they 
did  behold.  And  hence  like  wife  was  it,  that  the  good 

Q „ .p.  „ ~ Vefo  Clife  cap  2.0.  Biu  inarum  Inftit*  Epit.  cap.  6‘  ? Oraiio. 

? r:HC  r1  f^aTnr  **  Sdcuaim-  P^*  toe3,jo«4.  / Compend.  De 
Dodr.  & Fid.  ^drC  Catholic. pa.^Qf.a.  r Horn.  38  in  Mattb.  & Horn.  12.  in 
Romanes,  s DeCmicat  Dei.  u b.a.  cap.  25.  lib  4 cap.  5.  * Odauius.  pag. 
123,124.  t Be  Cu:>r  nrt.Dei.Ub  6.  u Plutarch.  Lacciaica Inftittta.  x Be 
RepuDlica.hb.g  y ly:  £.7.  s iccTcanties  Mariana  T>e  Spetta  u, is.  lib.  Lipfas 
Be  Oladiaionbus.  . >r  W Be  auit.r  VaQjtiarHoi.  cap.  13.  Peter Manyr  Locorum- 
€9mmun,ClaIIii,f.cap.;Ac>,Se^.2?3,4.  ; 

Emperow' 


refes  lib  r. 
cap.i.pag.23. 
t BeSpcda- 
culis.  lib. 

K lib. 2 . 

Bpift.  2. 

/ Pro  Chrifli- 
anisLagatio. 
Bibl.  Patrum 


tolicum.iib.3. 
Ib.  pag  170. 
G.H. 
n O ratio. 
Contra.  Grae 
cos.  Ib.  pag. 
180.  C.  B. 
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Emperour  (a)  Cmjhntine  ■ together  with  (b)  Nenta,  ,,  Eufcb. 

Cc)  t-rlrcadittt,  and  Honurim  ; prohibited,  till  Sword-Playcs,  De  Vita  Con. 
Duels, andfttch like  Cruell,  tindEloody  Spelhttles 5 as  mil-  Rintini.  lib. 
bel'eeming  Chriftian  hands  to  aft,  or  eyes  to  lee.;  becaufe  4‘  caP- r- 
they  were  but  fo  many  Incendiaries,  and  Fomentorsof  £CnCman- 
Crueltie,Quarrells,  Murthers,»nd  Reuenge.  Since  there-  EcdeOib  r 
tore  t.ie  Stile,  and  fubieft  Matter  of  our  Playes,  together  cap.  g. 
with  the  confequences  of  them,  are  fuch  as  thefe,  wee  N>«phor*s 
mull,  wee  cannot  but  reieftthem,  on  the  fore-laid  rea-  c;l,l  !l  E«lef. 
fons,  as  thole  fore-quoted  Authors  haue  already  done.  „ Uh'7' 

Emropius  Rerum  Rom  Hxft.Iib.  «.  Pag.  t4z.  6 Zonaras  AW- Tom.'z.  Inu 
perium  Ntmaj.  fo[.  lot.  Col  A.  c Entropius  Rtruit'.Rom  lib.  ,j.  Arcadius  Sc 
Honorxus. pag  i74.Sec  Bottor  fUckwclls  Apologie.  iib.4.  cap.*,  SecT9.cap.10x1, 


Act  vs  3.  SvenaTertla. 

T"*  H^dly j the  Stile,  and  fubieft  Matter  of  moftpo- 


3?  r ’A*** ie  * 

'"tSstT-  Hhof'Snl'-  istts 

^ 2 fio ns. 
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Pah.t.1. 


(ions,  Lufts,  Adulteries,  Incefts,  Rapes,  Impo- 
ftures,  Cheates,  Conlpiracies,  Treacheries,  Mui- 
thers,  Thefts,  Debates,  and  other  abominable  vil- 
lages, and  execrable  pra&ifes,  of  Demoniacally  In- 
ceftuous.  Adulterous,  and  Infernall  Heathen-Gods, 
or  Men  whefe  very  Names,  and  Pra&ifes  fhould 
rot, and  perilh  in  obliuion ; muft  needes  be  odious, 
vnfeemely,  yea,  vtterly  vnlawfull  vnto  Chriftians, 

But  fuch  is  the  Stile,  and  Subiecft  Matter  of  moft  The- 
atrical! Enterludes. 

Therefore  they  muft  needes  bee  odious,  vnfeemely, 
yea,  vtterly  vnlawfull  vnto  Chriftians. 

Tor  the  Minor ; not  onely  our  owne  (e)  experience, 
which  is  a thoufand  Witneffes,  and  the  true  ft  Index ; 
but  euen  {undry  Fathers,  and  Modernc  Authors  : as  Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus  Oratio  Exhort,  ad  (Rentes.  Clemens  Ro- 
manus  Conflit.  Apoflo.  lib.  2.  cap.  65 . 66.  Tatianus  Oratio 
Aduerf.  Gracos.  Theophylus  Antioch enus  Contr.  ^Autoli- 
cum.  lib.  3.  Tertnllian  De  SpeBac.  lib.  Cyprian  De  SpeBac. 
lib,  d*  E'pifl.  lib. 2.  Epifi.i . Arnobius  Aduerf.  Gent,  /j^.3.4. 
& 7.  pag.  230.  to  242.  LaBantius  De  Vero  Cnltu.  cap. 20. 
Diuinarum  Inflit.  Spit.  cap.  6.  Bafil  De  Legendis  libris 
Cjentilium  Oratio.  Nazianzen  Ad  Seleuchum.  Sufebius  De 
Draparatione  Emngehi.  lib.  4.  Theodor et  De  Sacrificiis. 


t ExperienUA 
mortdUum 
Index . Pin- 
darus.  Ode. 4. 
.paS-3* 

Qt^am  mul- 
la  homines 
expertentta 
docet . Sopho- 
cles Aiax  Fla- 
gellatus.Num. 
14*5.  pag.  103. 
f Otmpieta- 
tem ! feenam 
cetlum  feet  ft  is. 


? Def**?0^  lib.y.  Chryfbflcme  Horn.  6,j.  dr  38.  in  Alatth.  Augufline 


^lans: % cjuod  Ciuit.  Dei.  lib.  1 . cap . 31,32.  lib.  2.  cap.  4.  to  29.  Sal- 
fancium  eft,  uian  De  Cjubernat.  Dei.  lib.  6.  Minucius  Felix  0 Bantus. 

together  with  Do  Bor  Remolds,  Mafter  Northbroohe , Mr. 
Goff  on,  Iohn  Mariana,  in  their  Boohes  again  ft  Stage-?  layes : 
Ludouicus  Vines  De  Caufts  Corruption is  Artium.  lib.  2.  d* 
Comment,  in  lib.  2.  Auguflini  De  Ciuit  ate  Dei.  Mafler 
Stubs  in  his  Anatomie  of Abufes : with  fundry  others,  doe 
moKum  fuper-  expreflely  teftifte  : (f)  that  Stage-P layes  are  fraught  Veith 
Genealogies,  Ceremonies , Images , Reliques , Imprecati- 

fcAne  inquin  antes,  Canunt  Vurttuum  pulchre.  Venertfque  Qft  Mart  is  dmortm,  & c. 
Clemens  Alexand.  Oratio.  Exhortat*  ad  G cutes,  fol.8 . E.  F.  See  Augufline  De  Ciu. 
Dd.lib.  2.  eapf4Pj35,7,8.2^. 

ens. 


D&motnorum 
per  [on  is  lndt- 
Jicati  eft  is, 
rum  Det  out- 
turn dc  relt  • 
gionem,  Da- 
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ons.  Invocations,  N tones,  ^Adulteries,  tvboredomes,  Incefls,  g Itntnurtdift- 
Rapes,  Loue-prankes,  Furies,  Lufts,  Ltifciuiottfnejje,  Thefts,  oti  Spirit m, 
Murthers,  C heetes,  Perfons  parts,  Hiftorics,  and  abominable  ™‘‘  '/’l/"!!'  ■ 
Villanies  of  Heathen  1 dole- go  as : and  ror  thjsvery  caule,  n intones,  yf^i 
they  vtterly  condemne  them,  as  jinfutt,  and  pernicious  ; And  adeo  aut  yeris, 
fo  much  the  rather  : (g)  bee  ah] e thefe  ‘Demonic  all,  and  In-  A*tfi&isyetiam 
f email  Deities , being  delight  edwith  thefe  their  true,  orfeined  (r*~ 

Wickedneffes ; did  purpofely  command  them  to  bee  A fled  on  J^Tr 
their  folemne  Feafliualls ; that  fo  men  might  be  encouraged  to  bice  lehr  Art  per 
imitate  them,  and  to  proceede,  yea  perfeuere  Without  redrefe,  fudfepa  W»- 
in  thefe  their  Adulterous,  Inhumane , and  Inf  email  Vices,  6runt,yt  dper- 
Which  Were  Countenanced , Authorised,  yea  Legitimated, 
and  commended  by  their  pr  alii  call,  and  Diuine  examples . All  ”h„mdndreuo* 
Times,  all  Ages,  yea  all  Ancient,  and  Moderne  Stage-  cart  non  pofit 
Playes,  and  Experience,  Subfcribe,  and  Suftragate  with  infirmity, dum 
thefe  our  Authors  to  our  Minor  : therefore  we  muft,  we  a?h*c 
cannot  but  acknowledge  it.  tftiT 

For  the  Maior ,it  is  cleerely  euident  by  its  owne  light,  automat  Au». 
and  by  the  lufter  of  the  Scripture.  For  firft  of  all ; God  DeCiu.Dci.1. 
himfelfe,  enioynes  his  People  : (h)  not  to  make  mention  of  4-  c.i.  See  1.2. 
the  names  of  other  Gods,  not  to  let  them  be  heard  out  of  their  caP-10  25-2  7 • 
mouthes,  (i ) but  to  oucr throw  their  aAlltars,  breake  their 
Pillars , burne  their  Cjroucs,  hew  downe  their  grauen  Images,  Xofh . 23  *7  * 1 ^ 
and  to  deflroy  their  very  Names  out  of  their  places  : Whence  * Dent  12.3. 
Dauid  doeth  foiemnely  profeffe  : (k)  that  hee  Will  not  Judies  2.2. 
offer  the  drinke  Offerings  of  Idole-gods,  nor  yet  take  vp  their  j ‘^4* 
names  Within  their  lippes.  The  very  names  of  Pagan-gods  ^ Hafez  *'17 
are  fo  odious,  and  di. plea fing  vntoGod,  fo  vnfuitcable  n <Ad?nort'em 
vnto  Chriftian  moithes,  andeares;  that  God  himfelfe  conten- 
protefteth  ; (l)  he  Will  cut  off  the  names  d of  Ioles  out  of  the  duntChriffUul 
Land,  and  they  {hall  be  no  more  remembred : yea,  (m)  that  he  ne  louem  De' 

*±'11  1 J / r <-n  ?•  r / • / ; urn  appellant : 

Will  take  away  the  names  of  oaahm  cut  of  his  peoples  mouth,  neue  fJU„c 
and  they  {ball  bee  no  more  remembred  by  their  name.  Hence  fum  alia  tin. 

Was  it,  iff)  that  the  Chrifttans  in  the  Primitiue  Chi.rch,  gu*  denomi- 
ne nt . Chrifli- 

ant  ea  funt  ergd  Deum  reuerentia  & pietate , yt  nil  prorfus  nominum  <ju&  poet  Arum 
fchontbuis  ccmprthenduntur  rerum  omnium  conditori  Accommcdent  9 Origen  Contr» 

Celfum.  lib.  j.Tom.4.  fol.  j.I. 

L 3 


Would 
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O Ett.imne 
k.tbet  btc  ali- 
cjuid  Kumtnis 
cuius  plura 
munerantur 
Adult  eri a 
tfuam  par  tvs  ? 
Vidersmw  an 
maximw, 
certe  opt  inns* 
non  eft. 
Lactanti'i* 


Would  rather  die , then  call  lone  a God\  as  hee  is  oft  times 
itiled  in  our  Stagc-Playes  : (and  trucly  they  (0)  had  little 
rcafonfor  to  deeme  him  a God,  Whofe  Adulteries  did  exceede 
his  iffues  in  their  number : ) Tea,  fitch  Was  their  reference, and 
Pictie  tomirds  Cjod , that  they  Would  not  fo  much  as  apply  any 
Pocticalt  names  vnto  him ; as  we  Chriftians  to  our  ihame, 
and  his  diihonour,  oft  times  doe  : Chriftians  haue  beene 
aivvayes  coy,  and  charie  ok  the  very  naming  of  Heathen 
Idoles , vnleffe  it  were  with  detection , and  diflike. 

(p)  god  forbid  (faith  Saint  Hierome ) that  omnipotent  Ioue, 

O my  Hercules,  my  Caftor,  or  other  finch  monflers  rather 
De  Falla  Relig  then  Gods , fhould  ener  found  out  of  a Chnfiian  mouth f (q)  A 
Jib.  1.  cap.  1 6.  fiaithfull  Chriftian,  Writes  Clement  of  Rome ; ought  not  to 
rafius  Cent r \ anJ  ^eat^eK  ^trfe,or  Meretriciem Jong  ; becaufi  hee  may 
Gentil  s lib.  chance  in  figging  to  make  mention  of  the  names  of  Dtuelijh 
p Mfaytde  I doles  \ and  fo  in  feed  of  the  holy  Ghofi,  the  etnU  Spirit  may 
creChr/fttano  fiifi  vpon  him.  (r)  Saint7  Baiil,  and  (s)  Nazianzen,  per-  * 
finer,  iuptter  and  aduife  all  Chriftian  s ; (t)  to  amide  all  Heathen 

omnipotent,  Po  ernes,  and  Writings,  Which  treatc  of  Heathen  gods ; rclx-= 

ting  cither  their  genealogies , Hiftorits,  <* Adulteries , Loues, 
or  Rapes ; as  being  the  Do  Brine  of  Deuills,  or  fo  many  Traps, 
and  Snares,  to  endanger  them.  (0)  Saint  Auguftine,  inhibites 
Chriftian  Women,  fo  much  as  to  name  Minerua,  or  any  fiuch 
vnluckie  per  fins , in  their  Spinning , "Dying , or  any  other 
DamafoTom.  Works-  (x)  Saint  Gregorie  the  great,  and  (y)  Gratian, 

3.  pag.4°8*  informe  vs  : that  the  Praifes,  Hifiories,  or  mention  of  Ioue, 
q Cbrtftumu  ^oe  fJQt  [jCfiejne  anj  Codly  Lay-mans  mouth , much  leffe  a 
menethnicum,  Byftsops  : whence  they  blame  Defid  eri  us  a TSijhop  of  France , 
neque  cants-  ' for  teaching  the  Art. of  grammcrftn  which  he  muft  difeourfe , 
tenant  men-  both  of  the  Names,  and  Praifes  of  Heathen  Gods  : vpon 
t net  am  eanere  wHicll  ground,  the  fourth  C ouncell  of  Carthage . Canon  1 6. 

Am  continues  exm  in  cant  tone  D&mcniacorum  nominum  tdolorum  mentionem  fa  cere, 
in  locum  Sptritits  Sanfft  invader  in  turn  Sptr/tue  mafia.  ConRitut.  Apoftol. 
lib.  5 . cap.  10.  r De  Lcgendis  Libris  Gentilium  Oratio.  s Ad  Seleucum  De 
Re£ta  Educatione.  pag.  10^3  t I-Jac  cmnta  tan  warn  malorum  geniorum  Dottrt - 
no*,  turn  rtfu , turn  lachrymis  dignas,  tmo  tanejuam  layueos  dectpulas  aver  fare.  Ib. 

n De  Rcdi  ud.  Cathol.  Conuerfationis  Trad.  Tom.9.  pars.l.  pag,i44?.  x Epift. 
lib.  9.  Epift.  -4  3 . j Diftincho.  8£.  cap.  Cum  mult  a, 

together 


me  Her • 
cuie , me  Ca - 
ftory  cete- 
ra magh  por- 
tents ejuam 
rmvnr.a. 
Epift.  14  a. 
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together  with  Saint  Hierome  Eptft.  22.  cap . 13.  Jjiodor  z Nonemm 
Telufiota.  Fpifi.  lib.  \.  Epift.  63.  Ter  tu  Ilian  Dc  Idololatrut.  thura  folum 
lib.  cap.  18  .to  24.  Ifiodor  Hijpalenfs  D efummo  bona.  lib.  3 . 
cap . 13.  & Cjratian  DijlinlUo.  37.  ‘Prohibit  Bifhcps,  and  molatur7fed 
other  C hr ifli arts  from  reading  the  Bookcs  of  the  Gentiles  • etiam  eorum 
( * ) leaf  by  applauding  the  Names , and  Appreouing  the  diflalibenttm 
jpeaches  of  their  J dole- gods,  they  Jhonld  'incurve  Jdolatric . 

And  good  reafon  is  there,  that  Chriftians  ftiould  not  ad-  Gratian 
mit  of  the  Names,  and  Hiftories,  (much  leffe  of  the  im-  a O}S0  dtfeite 
precations,  and  abominable  pra&ifes,)  of  Heathen  Gods.  cadetur,ne 
Fir  ft,  becaufe  God  himfelfe,  with  all  thefe  Fathers,  doe  admttantfc 
thus  inhibit  them.  Secondly,  becaufe  the  (a)  fecond  fom- 
man  dement,  as  Philo  ludam  well  obferues ; aoeth  not  one - crumconnu" 
ly  prohibit  the  Images,  And  Pictures,  but  esten  the  Hifl cries,  yt^  ^ nAla. 
and  Fables  of  the  Marriages,  Birthes,  and  cafualties  of  Hea-  l this,  0 <$ui 
then  Gods . Thirdly,  becaufe  the  recital!  of  their  Names,  hmcouuntur 
and  Hiftories,  by  way  of  approbation,  or  delight,  doeth 
(b)  giue  a tacite,  or  fecret  allowance  of  them  to  be  Gods : 
where  as  in  trueth,  they  are  ( c ) but  Beuills ; (d)  or  Niched  b Origen 
Men-,  or  rather  as  Saint  Taul  informes  vs,  (e)  nothing  Contr.Celfura 
in  the  World.  Fourthly,  becaufe  (f)  the  Hearing , and  5l* 

Reading  of  fuch  Hifiories,  and  Fables  as  thefe,  Which  are  j dolol a tr U> 
eft  times  fugred , and guilded  oner  With  the  very  quinte fence  cap.  18.  to  2.. . 
of  nAfrt,  and Rhetorickef)  doeth  alienate,  and  coole  our  lone  c IKut.32.i7. 
vnto  the  Sacred, and  Soule-fauing  Word  of  Cjod,  Which  r times  37. 

in  a lejfe  Elegant,  and  more  humble  Stile.  Fiftly,  becaufe 
the  recital!,  a&ing,  and  perfonating  of  their  Names,thcir  cnf.  Dei.  jib. 
Hiftories,  and  notorious  Villanies,  doeth  reuiue  their  ^.cap.j.tozp, 
21am es,  and  memories,  which  /hould  rot,  and  perifh  in  d Clemens 
obiiuion : It  is  the  will,  and  pleafure  of  God  : (g)  that  the 


Gentes.  Tertullian  Apologia.  Arnobius  AdtlcrC  Gcntes.  Cyrian  De  Idolortim  Va~ 
nitatc.  La&antiusDeFalia  Religione,  cap.4.  to  25.  e 1 Cor.io. 19. Ifiiy  41,24.29. 
F Quidamplus  medttari  deleflantur  Gent  tit  am  dtfla  propter  turner  Jem  (j3  oma- 
sum fermonem,  tjuam  Scrip  tur am  S an  flam  propter  Eloejttium  humile.  Sed  yuid  pro* 
deft  in  mundmis  Doflrinis  pr  oft  cere,  manejeere  in  D Minis  : c a due  a fejvi  figment  a, 
(Sp  Calefiia  f aft  nine  myfterta  ? Cauendi  flint  ipitur  tales  Itbrt,  £*?  propter  amor  cm 
fanflarum  Scrtpturarum  Tsitandi.  ifiodor  Hilpalenfis  De  Summo  Bono,  lih.3  • cap.  13 . 
/ Prou.10.7,  Pfal.109.j3.  Pfal.^.j,^ 
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^ Ifay  2 6. 

15- 14 
JSd.ij.ij. 
aim.  1 6.4. 

D 

cutr.  12.3. 
*0(11.23.7. 

H jfca  2.17. 
Zech.13.2. 
Zeph. 1.4,5. 

* SecAuguft. 
De  Ciu.  Dei. 
lib. 2.  cap  io- 
25,26,27* 

lib  4.  cap.  r. 

^ tfa/  42.8. 
Ex0J.20.23. 
Deutr.  12. 
2.33. 


/ Minucim 
Felix  O&auus. 

pag.6?,69. 
Iuilin  Martyr 
Oratio.  1.  Pro 
Chriftianis. 
Clemens  Alex- 
andr.  Oratio. 
Exhort,  ad 
Gentes,  Sc 
Stromatum. 
lib. 1.2.  Tcr- 
tullian  Apo- 
log.  Aduerf. 
Gentes.  Tat  i- 
anus  Oratio 
Aduerf.Graecos 


Names  of  the  kicked  fhould  rot : (h)  float  the  Memories , Re- 
lic] tics,  Ceremonies,  Names,  and  Monuments  of  [dole-gods, 
fljould  vtterly  beabolijhed  from  of  the  Earth,  and  quite  ex- 
iled from  the  T ongues , and  Pcnnes  of  Chriftians ; as  being 
the  originall  authors,  and  chiefe  Fomentors  of  Idolatrie ; 
(i)  the  -propagators  of  all  frnne,  and  villanj  ; and  the  very 
(kj  Corriualls  of  Cjod  himfelfe,  Whofe  Soueraigne  Deitie  they 
Would,  yea,  did  vfurpe  : the  reuiuall  therefore  of  their 
Names,  and  Memories,  the  Varnifhing  of  them  with 
frefh,  andliuely  Colours  in  our  Stage-Playcs,  with  af- 
fectation, and  delight,  mud  need es  bee  euill ; becaufe  ic 
thwartes  the  Lords  good  pleafure.  Sixtly,  becaufe  thofc 
Playes,  and  Poemes,  which  are  fraught  with  the  Gene- 
alogies, Names,  and  Hiftories  of  Heathen  Gods,  are  a 
meanes  to  reuitie  that  Heathenifme,  and  propagate  that 
Idolatrie,  which  the  light, and  power  of  the  Gofpel,hath 
long  fince  abolished  : It  is  the  vnanimous  refolution  of 
(l)  fundrie  Fathers  : that  thefe  Comicall , Tragicall,  and 
Theatricall  Poemes,  therein  the  (genealogies,  CMarriages, 
Birthes,  Ceremonies , Hiftories,  and  Lafciuious  aBions  of 
Heathen  Godt,  Were  but  feinedly,  and  fportingly  defeiphered, 
Were  the  chiefe , and  primary  caufe  of  that  rPaganifme,  Pro - 
phaneneffe,  and  Execrable,  or  oAtheifricaU  f dolatrie , Which 
did  formerly  ouerjpred  the  World : Which  Poemes  the  Cjentiles 
did  oft  times  embrace , for  good  Diuintie . If  then  thefe 
Playes,  and  Poemes  haue  hatched,  haue  propagated  Ido- 
latrie , and  Paganifme  heretofore ; they  may  likewife 
refufeitate,  and  foment  it  now,  vnlefie  Gods  grace  with- 
hold vs  from  it ; fince  wee  are  (m)  all  by  nature  prone  vnt* 


Arnobius.  lib.  7.  Aduerf  Gentes.  Cyprian  De  Idolorum  Vanitate.  La&antius  De 
Falfa  Rcligione,  Sc  De  Origine  Erroris.  lib.  Epiphanius  Aduerf.  Haercfcs.  lib.  1. 
Tom.  2.  Haeref.  26.  Athanafius  Contra.  Gentiles,  lib.  1 . Eufebius  Dc  Praeparationc 
Euangelij.  lib.  4.  cap.  5.  Bafil  De  Legendis  libiis  Gentilium  Oratio.  Nazianzen 
Oratio.  48.  Chryfortome.  Horn. 3.  in  Roman.  AuguftineDe  Ciuit.  Dei.lib.l.  Sc  2. 
Theodorct  De  Principijs.  lib.  2.  Dc  Angclis , Dijs,  ac  Dxmombus  Malis.lib.  3. 
Contra.  Grxcos  Infid  elcs.  lib. 7.  Ludouicus  Viues  Dc  Caufis  Corrupt.  Artuun  lib.». 
Agrippa  De  Vanitate  Scientiarum.  cap.  4.  Sc  Cicero  De  Naiura  Deorum.  lib.  1. 
Accordingly,  m See  pag  27.  Deut.6.12.  cap.8.11.  1 Iohn  5.21.  1 Cor.io.7-I4- 
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it,  as  the  f undr  is  exhortations,  and  caueats  to  auoyde  it  tc-  „ Sec  Pfa.io^, 
fit  fie : (n)  No  finne  more  naturally  more  plcafing,  and  agree-  1 3.1932.0,21. 
able  to  man  then  this  • ( 0 ) no  finne  fo  generally  pra.Eitfed,  255  3 5 >3  7* 

( P)  f°  hardly  auoyded,fd  eaj'ely  entertained , as  this  one  alone ; 
which  hath  alwaycscaptiuaccd,  the  greateft  portion  of  the  cap^.^.toi5. 
World ; and  oft  times  conquered,  an  i bewitched  the  very  Cap.  14  7. 
chojen  people  of  the  Lord  himjelfe,  Veho  (cj)  oft  revolted  to  its  Hofea  1 1 .7. 
lone,  andjeruice.  It  is  dangerous,  it  is  finfuli  therefore  to  ® 
applande  fuch  Playes,  admit  fucli  Poemes,  which  may  jp  ,.g4 
withdraw  vs  Chriftians  from  our  God,  to  greffe  Idola-  Ca'p.io  ie. 
trie,  as  they  haue  oft  [educed  ethers,  as  able,  (r)  as  refolme  p 1 lohn  521. 
to  'tyithfiand  this  in  [mating,  and  bewitching  finne,  as  wee : 1 Cor  10.7. 14- 
theie  Authorities,  thefe  Keafonsthen  lhould  cauie,  yea, 
force  vs  to  condemne  them.  Ezech.io  8.16. 

Secondly,  the  Scriptures  doe  exprefTely  condemne  all  jh. 24.32.39. 
Imprecations,  all  Adiurations , all  Admirations  by,  all  Hofea  <*.17* 
Inuocations  of,  all  Heathen  Gods  : God  himtelfe  com- 
mands  vs  : (s)  to  fweare  by  his  owne  Name  : (/■)  not  by  the  ^ 

names  of  Idoles,  3 ad,  or  <JPlalcham,  (tt)  or  any  creature  T5to  2%. 
Whatfoeuer : He  enioynes  vs  tc  (x)  Inuocate, Imprecate, and  lunges  2.10, 


Implore  the  aide,  orhelpeo ?Ionc,  of  Ium,  Apollo,  Mi-  iofli.2.12. 
nerua,  Neptune,  'Bacchus,  or  fuch  like  Heathen  Idoles?  1Sam.30.i5 
Hew  can  (a)  We  Sweare by  lone,  by  C "Mars,  by  Venus,  by  - Sam. 29.7 * 
Hercules , by  the  Celeftiall  Gods , or  fuch  like  Pagan 
Oathes?  Howcanweexclaime,  (^soft  we  doe  in  Stage-  Cap.  12.16. 
Playes,)  * O force!  O Mufes  ! O Cupid ! 0 Venus  ! O Ncp - Morke  $.7. 
tune ! O ye  Cjods  ! O Vulcan,  Hercules , Mars,  Apollo , Mi-  Rcucl.  11.6* 
nerua,  Cafior,  Pollux,  Lucina , and  the  like ; without  a 
great  offence?  Certainely,  if  thefe  infernal!  Deities  tnay 

Amos  8.  14.  Zcph.  1.  f . Zcch  .13.  2.  Hofea  ?.  17.  * M:ttb.  5.  34j  Cap. 

2 3.  16.  to  23.  lames  5.1  2.  x Pfalm.  so  1 5.  Pfalm.  32.6.  Pla’m.  56-2.  Iercm.29» 
7.12.  Dan. 9.13.  Ifjy  45'.2i,!2  y Ifay  4 5.20,21.  z Colof.218.  Rend.  19.10. 
Cap.  22.9.  Ifjy  63.1^.  a See  Clemens  Rcmanus  Conflit  Apc.R  lib.  5.  cap.  it, 
* 'Sbfit  de  ore  Chrtfiiano  fonet  luptter  omnipotent,  & me  Ht  stale  , me  C<k* 
for,  Sec.  Hierom.Epid.  146. 
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(b)  not  be  named,  much  ldfe  may  they  bee  Inuocated,  Im- 
precated, or  Sworne  by  among  Chriftians : their  very 
names  are  odious,  and  worthy  higheft  indignation  j how 
then  can  we  approoue  their  Oathei,  and  Imprecations,  their 
rpraifes,  and  oApplaufes,  (c)  Which  our  God  condemnet ! 
How  Execrable,  and  Vile  thefe  names  haue  betne  to 
Chriftians  in  the  Primitiue  times,  the  former  Section  can 
informe  you  : and  (hall  not  then  their  Oathes,  and  Inuo- 
- cations  bee  much  more  detepble,  and  loathfome  vnto  vs  ! 

Thept  Council  of  Conftantinople,  Canon  9 4.  ( djfubiebh 

, , J'fiT  all  fuch  to  the  penaltieof  SxccmmUnication,  Whofhouldfreare 
DsJnes,  & the  Oathes  of  the  gentiles : and  (hall  wee  then  approoue 
rtdtcul*  opera,  them  in  our  Enterludes,  as  Elegant,  and  comely  Orna- 
ctemens  Ro-  ments  j Certainely  v.  ee  cannot  doe  it,  without  the  perill 
of  Idolatrie,  or  affronting  God  vnto  his  1 ace#  For  firft 
thefe  Heathenifti  Oathes',  and  Imprecations,  or  Inuoca- 
tions  of  Pagan  Gods,  0)  doe  gwe-  a kinde of  tacit e,  jea, 
attribute  a manifefl  Omnitie  to  thefe  J doles,  fine  nothing  is 
to  bee  Inuocated,  or  Sworne  bj,  either  in  fport,  or  earneft, 
T"'urZli,  • (f)  but  God  alone.  Now  to  attribute  a Deitie  to  thefe 
Pagan  Gods,  (g^hofie  VUlanie  did  manifefl  them  to  bee 
We  then  men,  ( h ) is  groffe  Idolatrie.  Certamelv,  tf  the 

readme  of  a LeShere  of  fame  Heathen  God:  If  the  filling  of 

an  Idole  by  the  name  of  qod.  Without  this  addition ; Heathen 
I dole  or  Dung-hill  God : if  the  receite  of  a bleffing  fiom  a 
Paeans  mouth,  ( i ) Which,  in  trueth,  u rather  a turfing,  then 
a bleffing,)  in  the  name  of  an  Idole,  Without  retelling,  or  dif- 
approouine  it,  bee  flat  'idolatrie,  as  (kfi  Tertullian,  With 
(l)  others,  hath  affirmed-,  becaufe  it  giues  an  approbation  to 


b Exod. 23.13- 
Pfal.  16.4. 
c Prohibitum 
eft  iurare  per 
l do  l a , # m 
ere  habere  t!lo- 
rnm  abomma- 
bill  a Horr/t  tA, 
Vet  ea  colere 
yel  timer e y>e 
lutt  Dees : non 
emm 


manusConflit 
Apoft  lib. 5. 
cap.  1 1. 
d Eos  <jui 
Gentiltum  in- 
ram entd  ty- 
rant Canon 


que  feprepati  - 
onem  difeer - 
Tttrnuf,  Surius 
Condi.  Tom. 
2.  pag.1053. 
e Origen 
Contra.  Cel* 
fu  n.  lib  I. 
Ifiodor  Hifpa- 
lenfis.  De 


Sttmmo  bo  no.  _ „ ci 

US  5 C.33  Clem. Rom.  Conftit  Apoft.U  c.li.  / Ier.f  7.  Rom.lo.i},i4.  s Jo 
•Huesrum  quidteuntur  apudifios  Du,  affusinfiiriat,  cosncnmo  0 ' fiffi ! 
rum  homines  nequifimos,turpifiimofque  fuife  compenet.  °””u . M t ^ 1 . a 

turn  capere  ar/Jensum  lueae,eos  non  efeDeos,  <,«, 
thanafius  Contr,  Gentdes.p  .7,18.26.  h Exo  20.?, 4,5 

Commentators  on  it.  i JUrcticorum  bt  '1'duhortei,  funt  ma  e / 1 1/ „n  is 

beZi, aiones.  Conoil.  Laodicennm.  Can. 3 2 . k.  De  IioloUma.  l.b.  «£  18  .to 
24.  I Ifiodor  Hifpalenfis  De  Sammo  bono.  lib  3-  cap.ij.  Gregon.  Mag.  Epilt. 

£b«  9.  Epift,  4S*  GRtian  DtfUnttio.  %6. 
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thefe  l doles , and  afcrtbes  a couert  Diuiritie  to  them:  then 
much  more  muft  the  Admirations,  the  Jnuocations,  the 
Imprecations,  and  Exclamations  in  thefe  Idoles  names, 
which  are  frequent  in  our  Stage-Playes,  be  palpable,  and 
grofl'e  Idolatrie  ; (m)  which  is  thehigheft  flnne , andiujfells  deliaumef. 
god  out  of  his  Throne.  Secondly,  thele  Oathes,  and  im-  Ambr.Com. 
precations,  as  they  are  exceeding  Heatheniih,  and  Pro-  i. 

phane,vnbefeeming  Chrifhan  mouthes,or  cares ; as  they  I 
are  Ridiculous,  Vaine,  and  Foolifh,  and  fo  within  the  „ Matth  12* 
verge,  (n)  of  vaine,  andfoolijh  Words  ,Which  god  condemnes,  3 6, 3 7 . 
and  Will  at  lafljeuerely  Iudge;  fo  they  are  a dire  ft  breach  of  Ephef.  r 4* 
the  third  Commandement : ( 0 ) thou Jhalt  not  take  the  name  * 1*0.7. 

of  the  Lord  thy  Cod  in  vaine-,  in  that  they  attribute  the  Deu't.^ii2 
Name,  and  Prerogatiue  of  God  to  (p)  Idoles , Which  p Dtut.32.2T 
are  the  great  eft  vanities  of  the  World,  yea  ZJanitie  it  felfe : 1 Kings  16.13. 
and  a manifeft  violation  of  thefe  peremptory  Iniunfli-  Eial.31  n. 
ons:  (f)  Sweare  not  at  all : and  ab'oue  all  things  my  ^Brethren  * ay4i*2$» 
Sweare  not : no,  (r)  not  by  the  Name  of  god,  vnlejfe  Wee  are  1 Cr cm . 8 9ig . 
lawfully  called  to  it : much  leffe,  by  the  names  of  Pagan  Cap.io.s.i?. 
Deuiil-Idoles ; Which  is  [s)  theWorfl,  the  vaine fl,  and  pro-  Cap.14.22. 
phanefl  Oath  : therefore  they  muft  needes  be  odious,  and 
abominable;  yea,  difpleafing  vnto God,  and  dangerous 
vnto  vs.  Thirdly,  thefe  Oathes,  thefe  Inuocations,  and  r Exod  207, 
Imprecations,  as  they  renew  thofe  Heathenifh , and  with  all  Ex - 
Infernall  Deities,  ( t)Whofe  memories  fiould  for  euer  rot:  pofitorsonthe 

fo  they  doe  likewife  ingender  Hcathenifme,  and  Pro-  ^ande^nent 
phaneneffe  in  mensliues,  and  fpeeches  : (u)  they  alienate  s 
mens  Hearts , andThoughts  from  God , and heauenly  things  : Clem.  Rom. 
they  tip  their  Tongues  With  pan i tie,  and  Prophanenejfe, Which  Conftir  A poll, 
(.v)  fhould  flow  With  grace,  and  Holinefle  ; they  ftampe  hb.f.cap.u. 
their  liues,  and  actions  with  diflolutene  fle,  andgracelef-  *u  see^Chrvft* 
nefle:  they  caufe  them,  (y)  to  Hue  Without  god,  in  this  Horn.  De 
World ; and  to  admire,  and  relt/fr  Heathen  Deities,  and  Dnuide  & 

S.iule  Horn. 

I>e  Verbis  Ifayac  Vtdi  dominvm  Sedentem  Horn.  38  in  Mattb.  Saluian.  lib.  6.  De 
Gubernat.  Dei.  See  pag. 27.  Accordingly.  x Ephcf4  29.  Cel  4.C.  y Ephcf.2. 
12.PC1I  xo.4.  z rlxutm  fumebdtvr  in  ivAnuf  : fi  tjuando  m memet  ipfum  reucr- 
Prophet  a*  legere  captjfem,  (ermo  h or  rebat  tncultus,?<c  Hiejom  Epift.12.cap.13, 
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14 

Tom.  > . Col. 
1 1 io.  C. 
j Excufe  i. 


DifcourfeSyinotc  theft  Gcd,  or  his  SonU-fauing  JVord : how 
may,  how  dare  wee  then approoue  them  ? how  can  wee 
but  condemne  them  ? 

Yet  loe  the  Impious,  and  ftrangc  Prophancm  fle,  yea, 
the  Impudent,  and  fottifh  Idolatrieof  ourlinfull  -Age, 
a ’Nu'fipeccA-  which  not  onely  tolerates,  and  applaudes,  butlikevviic 
tori dcefl i/npu~  and  defends  the  naming,  and  inuccating  of ; the 

Swearing,  and  Exclaiming  by  thefe  Heliifh,  Heathe- 
jn  pfai°  I4.  °m  nilh  Deiull-Idoles,  in  defpight  of  Gods  Command,  with 
thefe  two  Wittie,  or  rather  (a)  Impudent  pretences,  and 
Euafions. 

Firft, that  thefe  Idoles  are  Inuocated,Adiured, Named, 
Imprecated,  and  fworne  by, in  fport^nd  merriment  one- 
ly ; not  ferioufly,  or  in  earneft. 

Secondly,  that  they  are  vttered  by  wTay  of  Proxie, 
or  reprefentation  onely;  not  as  the  Words,  or  Oathes 
of  the  Adors,  but  of  fome  feined  perfons,  whole  Parrs 
they  reprefent : fo  that  they  are  not  with  in  the  compaffe 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  reafons  fore-alleadged. 

To  the  firft  of  thefe  I anfvvere  t.  Firft,  that  the  Hea- 
h AthanaHus  then  P°ets  did  Nominate,  Inuocate,  Adiure,  Adore,  and 
Contf.  Gen-  Supplicate  thefe  Idoles,  and  difeourfe  of  all  t heir  Gene- 
tilcs.  lib.pag.  alogies,  Villanies,  and  Obfcenities,  {})  best  inaFabulous, 
and  (porting  manner, and  that  in  Theatrical  Enterludes,and 
f *4 VUb  10  Po^arjes,as  we  now  doe : yet  this  the  fore-recited  {c)  Fa- 
Contr.Gentes.  ^oers  taxe  *n  them,  as  grojfe  Idclatrie  ; as  an  abominable,  and 
Clemens  Alex,  filthie  crime.lt then  this  wcredeteftable,and  Idolatrous  in 
Orat.  Exhort,  them  who^knew  not  God,  muft  it  not  bee  much  more  fo 
ad  Gemes,  5c  ;n  vs^  not  onejy  know  him,  but  proftfle  him  too  ? 
fc^Tatuinus  Certainely,  if  their  fabulous,  and  idling  difeourfes  of 
Orat.  Adue'rf.  thefe  Idoles,  were  a notorious  crime,  (d)  onrs  cannot  be 


i, 


Grac.os.  Aug.  lejfe  then  an  abominable,  and  tranfeendent  W'tckrdneJJe* 
lib.  z . De 

Ciuit.Dci.  cap.  4.  to  13.25.  to  29.  T.uc’ouicus  ViucsDc  Caufis  Corrupt.  Artium 
lib,  2.  pag.  7S.  to  S3.  Agrippa  Dc  Vaniate  Scient.  cap.  4.  Latlantius  De  Falla 
Rclig.  cap.  II,  12.  c Seepae.go.  d Nos  <3x3  Chrtjluni  CAtholt.  t cjjr  itenr.ttr, 
fi  Jimtle  altcjHsd btrbarorum  impurit  *1  il  t<a  facimw,  grauiuserr&r.us.  Atroctm  cmr» 
fubfantti  ncminUproft‘(l:<>ne peecanrtn.  3alu.  Dc  Gub.  Dei. lib.4. pag-i  *5- 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  the  Scriptures  know  no  fuch  didinedion  be-  * Exod.23.13. 
tvveene  ied,  and  earned  : they  enioyne  vs  peremptorily  : / *%  44-9- 
(e)  not  to  make  mention  of  the  names  of  idoles ; (f)  not  to  In-  * 
stoc at t ?,  or  Adiure  them  ; (g)  not  to  Swear e by  them,  ( h ) but  f rofli.23.7. 
vtterly  to  abolijlsboth  their  memories,  names , and  r cliques : h Deur.  12.3. 
which  precepts  being  vniuerfall  Negatiues,  admit  of  no  i Nihil  ad 
euaCon  : if  then  vve  may  not  Name  them, Implore  them, 
or  Sweare  by  them  at  all,  (i)  much  lejfe  may  Wee  doe  it  by  "JZcctdZm: 
Way  of  Sport , or  Merriment  : Cnee  it  is  more  tolerable,  Vila  quodyi- 
leffe  hainous,  toCnne  in  earned  vpon  fome  pretended  detur  ext^uum 
necelTitie,  (kj)  though  noneceJJitiAcan  once  authorize  or  force  *Jfe  culpa, 
vs  for  to  fmne,)  t Jien  thus  to  Cnne  in  ieft.  Zrfn.de.  hocf*- 

Thirdly,  if  this  didintdicn  of  breaking  Gods  Com-  ^nJna.^tu. 
mandements  in  ied,  or  earned,  ihould  bee  warrantable;  Dc  Gub.Dei* 
then  euery  man  [l)  as  many  doe,)  would  dayly  violate  Cb.6. 
them  by  way  of  (port,  and  merriment,  not  in  earned,and  k n“Ua ' efi 
■ yet  they  fhould  bee  no  Cnners,  becaufe  they  Cnne  in  icd : #*  **^-** ^ 
and  fo  ad  Gods  Lawes  fliould  bee  euacuated, Religion  vn-  eft™- 

dermined , and  Cnne  made  a ied.  ceffitas  non  de 

Fourthly,  this  Inuocating,  Naming,  and  Swearing  by  Im^endu 
thefe  Heathen  Gods  in  ied,  is  farre  more  odious,  and  Cn- 
full,  then  to  doe  it  in  good  earned,  out  of  ignorant  Super-  tis  1 x ^ 1 
dition,or  blindeDeuotion.  He  that  Cnnesthusin  ied, and  1 pr0ii.  10.23. 
merriment,  (m)  finnes  more  fittingly , wilfully,  contemptu-  Chap. 13.9.. 
oujly,  andprefumptuoujly , then  hee  that  Cnnes  in  earned ; m zthecDe- 
heconterrmes,  and  flights  both  God,  and  thefe  his  pre-  ummaxtme 
cepts  more ; hee  loucs,  ana  approoucs  jmne  more , (nj  hee  C0>,firs0)  ^ 
feares,  and  hates  it  lejfe  ; hee  Cnnes  vppn  fewer,  and  Ieffe  pramedtiato,  l 
weightie  prou^caticris,  then  thofe  who  Cnneln  earned  : wdcd.ta  ope - 
therefore  his  Cnne  is  farre  more  hainous,  and  abcinina-  rt  a.b l7fPro^, 
ble  then  theirs  is,  or  this  his  owne  had  beene,  had  hee  chryf  Horn 
committed  it  with  greater  ferioufneffe,as  the  Pagans  did.  in  p/al.  icsV 
Fiftly,  King  Solomon  informes  vs  * (V)  that  u is  the  Tom.i.Col.- 
. . 9 16.  B. 

n A(elH“  e”tm  Peccant  es  tta  aduerfatur  Dew,  aur.m  e*$  cjtti pofi pecc.it*  fecuri pint* 
Cl  rv  r°11  Horr  .tf.  in  Matth.  Tom. 2.  Col*  1.8  Grant™  eft peccatum  diligere  auam 
perpetrar*.  Gregor ic  Magnus  Mor.  lib  25-  Cap.  1 5.  0 Prou.  10.23.  Cap.  13.9, 

Strt.tw per  rtf  m opes at ur {celts*  Salu.  De  Gub.  Dei.  pag.20  5 . 
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proper  tit  of  Vooles  to  make  a mocke  °f finnc,  and  a pafiime  to 
Pro  doc  Wickedly  : (p)  that  het  Who  decetueth  hit  Neighbour, 

( much  more  then  hee  Who  (ej)  thmkes  to  deceiue  <fod,  yea 
decciufs  himfelfe ,)  and  faith  : Am  l not  intefi:  is  as  a mad* 
man  Who  cafleth  abroad'  Firc-brandes,  Arrows,  and  cDeath. 
If  then  wee  make  a mocke,  and  Iport  of  the  Names,  and 
Oathesof  Idoles,  weeprooue  our  femes' (r)  but  fooles, 
and  mad-men,  andcaftabroadeFire-brandes,  Arrowes, 
and  Death  to  our  owne  Eternall  mine. 

Sixtly,  thefe  Luforie,  and  fporting  Oathes,  and  Im- 
precations by,  or  Dilcowrfes  of  thefe  Idole-gods;  may 
now  as  well  ingender  Heathenifme,  and  Idolatrie,  or 
foment  a fecret  Atheifme  in  mens  Hearts,  (s)  as  they  did 
informer  times  ; Y ea,  they  doe  as  really  reuiue  the  names, 
the  reliques,  and  memories  of  curled  Idoles,  (which 
fhould  putrihe,  and  perilli  in  obliuions  Lethe  : ) and  as 
(t)  effeBually  propagate  all  prophaneneffe,  as  tf  they  Were  vt- 
tered  in  the  mofi  Jerious  earnefi . This  iefting  diftin&ion 
therefore,  of  ieft,  and  earneft,  can  neither  palliate,  nor 
falue  this  fettered  lore,  nor  iuftifie  thefe  Pagan,  and  In- 
rumpunttnge - fernall  Oathes,  and  palfages,  which  Chrittians  mufta- 
bominate,  vnlelfe  they  meane  to  Deifie  the  Dmill,  and  a- 
dore  thefe  Idoles. 

La  lily,  the  taking  of  Gods  name  in  vaine,  is  (imply  euill ; 
yea,  fo  euill,  (ft)  that  Cjod  Will  not  hold  him  gusli lefjfe , that 
taketh  his  Name  in  vaine.  But  the  attributing  of  a Di- 
uinitie  to  thefe  Idoles;  the  ftilingof  them  Gods:  the 
Supplicating  , an4  Adiuring  of  them , together  with 
the  fwearflig  by  them,  as  God,  with  approbation,  and 
delight ; and  that  by  way  of  Sport,  and  Merriment  one- 
ly,  without  any  necelfary  , or  vrgent  caufe , ( which  is 
frequent  in  our  Stag  h-P  l a y e s jis  the  ( x)  highefi 
taking  of  gods  Name  in  Vaine  ; lince  both  the  Merri- 
ments, Pailages,  Idoles,  Oathes,  Imprecations,  yea,  the 

pag.  70. 

it  Exod.20.7-  Leuit.29.r2;  Deut,  5.11.  See  Ca’uin.  Inflit.  Iib.2.  cap.S.  Se£Li5. 
x Vanum  enivt  diettur  quod  non  habet  lonumjinem  : quod  ad  nthil  eft  yttle.  Chryf. 
Horn-  12.i1iEphef.4-. 

(j)  ver3 


q Ephef  5 .<S. 
1 Cor.  6.9. 
Galat.  6,y. 


r Lwdere  in 
tis  rebus  in  qui- 
bus  non  eft  lu- 
dendmm,  /#- 
fettia  ej}. 
Pachymerius. 
Hiftor.  lia.4. 
s See  pag.  80. 


t His,  atque 
huiufmodf  fig- 
mentis , & 
mendactis  dul- 
ctortbus  cor- 


ma  puerorum 
Cfi  tn  eifdem 
fabu/is  tnhx 
rent  tbits, . tdufi 
que  fumma 
At  at  is  robura • 
dolefiunt^  Qfi 
eifdem  opt- 
ntontbus  mtfe- 
ri  confene- 
feunt : cum  fit 
neritas  obuia , 
fed  rejutren- 
ttbus . 
Minucius 
Felix.  Ofhu. 
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(y)  very  Aflor's,  Spe&acles,  and  Enter  hides  themfc  lues  are  y Avert  t 
Wholly  vaine ; theiefore  it  mull:  needes  be  (infull  inde- 

(pitC  of  this  eUSllOIl.  rum  Spefta- 

To  the  fecond,  that  they  are  vttered  by  way  or  Proxie,  cui^  auerte 
or  Reprefentation  onely,  not  as  the  W ords,  the  Oathes,  *b  omnifecu > 
and  Imprecations  of  the  Poets,  orAdors,  but  of  thole  u rtVompa : 
feined  perfons,  whofe  parts  they  reprefent : I anlwere  : * 

Firft,  that  (*-)  it  ts  fin  full  to  vtter,  yea,  taheare,  and  \antonJlt7iUm 
read fuels  Heat  hem  fh  difeourfes,  Oathes , and  Imprecations  as  a fids,  yant- 
thefi , With  approbation,  and  Applaufe ; becaufe  the  fore-  to*  eft.  Lufta- 
quoted  Scriptures  doe  condemne  them.  tores  a^tCn\.c 

Secondly,  it  is  infallibly  true,  (a)  that  every  man  full  X^brdY  ^ 
heare  hit  owne  iniquitie,  and  anfwcre  for  his  (inne:  it  is  Enarrat.  in 
likewife  as  vnqueftionably  true;  (h)  that  thefe  Eagan  P/al  us. 
Oathes,  and  PaJ] ages,  arefinnes ; and  that  (c)  they  fhatt bee  Often  5. Tern- 
imputed  as  finnes  to  Jomemen , becaufe  no  (inne  can  euer  * ■P?8  43°« 
fubfift  without  its  proper  lubieeft.  if  then  all  this  bee  ^iDe 
granted  : on  whom  fhall  all  thefe  Oathes,  thefe  Heathe-  EegrndisLi- 
nifh  difeourfes,  and  Imprecations  light  ? on  the  perfons  bris  G<nti- 
whofe  parts  they  helpe  to  fill?  Why  thefe  are  either  lium.Oratio. 
feined,  or  long  fince  departed  : or  fuppofe  they  are  aliue,  Nazianzcn  Ad 
(d ) yet  they  giue  no  allowance  to  them,  therefore  they  cannot  ^ 
reft  on  them  : needes  then  muft  they  reft  vpon  the  Poets,  ifiodor  iMu- 
A(ftors,  and  Spectators  heads,  (e)  their  Soules  ftsall anfwere  flora.  Epill.Uk 
for  them  all  at  laft,  and  then  this  vaine  Euafion  will  not  i.Epift.65. 
helpe  them..  a 

Thirdly,  this  abfurd  Delufion,  hath  neither  colour,  Q^lt  6.5 
ground,  nor  warrant  in  the  Scripture ; which  giues  com-  b iofhua  23.7 
miftion  vnto  none, to  A<ft  an  others  parf,or  perl  on  on  the  Exod^.  13* 
Stage  ; (f)  muchlejfe,  toperfonate  another s finne.  Which  is  Pfalm.i<5.4> 
it  felfe,  an  hainous  (inne.  Well  Worthy  of  a thou fand  Death es. 

Suppofe  that  God  fhduld  enter  into  Judgement  with  any  c g*9. 

11,14  <i  1 Tim.  f. 12.  Rtuel.  18.4.  Non  peccatum  in  alips  fentiendo,  fedei  con  ' 
ftntiet.do  peccamvs.  Profper  Aquit.  De  vita  Contempl  lib.  3.  cap.  2 . e Rom.  2. 
6 A,  9'  f Quji  ergo  sis,  fimulatio  eft  ilia,  non  ertmen  l Et  prepare  a mtlle  Hit  mor- 
tibrti  digni  funr}  ejnontam  qua  fugere  cvniios  prorftls  imperant  leges , ea  id  hand  ve- 
rentur  tmitart  Si  enim  ssdulterium  malum  eft,  malum  eft  finedubto  ciifs  imi~ 

Patio,  Chryfoflom.  Hom.6.  in  Matth.  Tom.i.  Col.  *2.  C. 

PIay-Poets; 


V.,  . ! 
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jr  Ecdcf.i2.I4 
2 Cor  j.xo. 


h Qaigrcgcm 
fitum  pxfccn- 
Avm  yi carlo 
r el  inquit,  in 
c alum  Put  for- 
taffe  per  y-iea- 
rium,  in 
hennam  per 
jetpfum.  Sec 
Aquifgran. 
Concil.  Sub. 
Lulou.  Pio. 
cap  9.  to  37. 

* Trou  10  23. 
Cap  13 . rj?. 
ludc  2,3. 

Rom. 1.29*32* 
Rom. 3 8- 
k Diabolic  am 
hanc  confoues 
offcmxm. 
Horn.  6.  in 
Mat.  Tom. 2. 
Col  fi.  B. 

/ 1 Thcf.f.2  1 
Iude23. 

Col  2.20  23. 
a Cor  6.X7. 

7n  Exod  20.4 
Leuit.26  r. 
Doitf.S. 
P^t-97  7- 
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Play-Poets,  or  A<flor$,for  thde  Idolatrous  Imprecations, 
Prophano  and  Pagan  Oathes,or  Heatheni/h  Stage-Plaits, 
(g)  iif  be  Will  furely  doe  at  l 'aft ,)  what  ani  were  could  they 
make  ? Can  they  lay,  that  all  was  done  in  /porting  mirth, 
or  in  the  part,  andperfonof  fome  other,  whogaueno 
fuch  commifiion  to  them  ? Alas,  this  Piea  will  not  auaile 
them  then,!et  it  not  therefore  gall, and  cheate  them  now: 
Queftionldfe , all  /'uch  incarnate  Deuilis , who  dare  to 
Countenance,  Admit,  Applaude,  or  A t\  thefe  /doles  per- 
fons,  Parts,  Names,  or  Oathes  in  ieft,  fhall  bee  Damned 
for  them*  in  good  earned: : As  it  was  wittily,  and  truely 
laid  of  Nonresidents , anJ  Pluralitie  'JMimfiers,  W bo  put  otter 
their  Flo  eke  to  Hirelings  : (h)  that  he  W'ho  feedes  his  Flo  eke 
by  Curate , p>a!l  perchance,  goe  to  H auen  by  his  'Vicar,  but 
vndoubtedly  to  Hell  by  kimfelf* : { 6 hee  who  perfonates 
thefe  Heathen  Gods,  or  Supplicates,  or  S weares  by  any 
of  their  Names,  by  reprefentation  onely,  in  anothersper- 
/bn,may  chance  to  enter  Heanen  in  that  others  perfoi^but 
Hell  vndoubtedly,  in  his  owne : Thefe  euaiions  therefore 
are  but  vaine,  and  cannot  iullifie  that  they  pleade  for. 

Thirdly,  the  Scriptures  doe  exprefly  prohibit,  the 
(i)  perfonating  of  any  finne ; much  more  then,  theaeling 
of  Adulteries,  Incefts,  Rapes,  Murthers,  Thefts,  Loue- 
prankes,  or  leaude,and  execrable  Vanities  of  Iupiter,Bac- 
ch'us,  Cupid,  Venus,  and  others  of  that  Diuelifh,  and  In- 
fernall  crew, which  pefter,and  defile  all  Theaters ; which 
Saint  Chryfoflome  rightly  Riles ; (£)  the  Deuilis  flop.  If 
wee  did  but  furuay  the  Scriptures,  as  ferioufly,  as  fre- 
quently, as  wee  behold  thefe  Hellifh  Enterludes,  wee 
fhould  there  finde  God  himfelfe  commanding  vs  : to 
(/ ) abfleinc  from  all  appearance  of  Eutll,  yea  from  the  very 
refemb  lances , and  fbrtves  of  fnne  : and  can  wiee  then  per- 
foliate, or  A6t  thefe  gro/fe,  and  odious  finnes  to  the  very 
life,  (whofereprefentations  are  at  leaftvvife,  the  appea- 
rances,and  refemblances  of  fintie,)  without  offence  ? God 
himfelfe.enicrynes  vs,  (m)  not  fo  much , as  to  make  an  Idole , 
or  the  likenejfe  of  any  thing  that  is  in  He  auen,  or  Barth : 

(n)  and 
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Andean  we  then  lawfully  take  up  , not  onely  the11  inter  di^ 
lied  names  and  rites  f but  evert  the  very  ferfous,  images,  h*~  Eli*0jtkeG o- 
bites , fif  apes,  and  reprefen  tat  tons  of  Dtviil-Idols  ( exprefly  Pernor  Boot^.\. 
o prohibited  by  the fecond  Comm  an  dement)  that  fowe  may  Aft  i^z 
the  P more  lively  perforate  their  moft  execrable  mc\edneffss ; d pa*ge y7 
when  asnotonely^  Tcrtulhan^nd  rSt.  Bafil;  but  even  an  accordingly. 
Whole  f gen  trail  Come  ell , have  both  prohibited  and  condem - 
ned  all  reprefen  tat  ions,  either  of  Idols  or  T>iv  els, , under  the  ffjf 
(ivireft  cenjures : becAnfe  fuch  reprefentations , doe  not  onely  phtlo  rud&us 
saufe  men  to  frame  the  very  images  and  portraitures  of  Pagan  de  Decakgs  la 
Deities , c which  is  grofe  Idolatry  $ but  Itkewife  trans  forme  ^fftuUian* Dc 
even  men  ihemfelvss , (thev  mofi  lively  image  of  the  living  iddoUrrta  W. 
God)  into  the  very  portraiture  of  thofe  Divtt-ldols , whofe 
parts  thej  are  to  aft ; and  fo  turns  the  expreffe  Image  of  God  Sdb'mftonfEy 
bimfelfc  into  the  very  image  of  the  Devill;  a finne  beyond  Andrew, M, 
expreffion:  ) and  yet  deeme  our  felves  guilclefle  of  the  PerbnsyM* 
breach  of  this  moft  facred  Precept?  It  is  the  Apoftles  pe- 
remptorie  command : x But  fornication  and  all  mcleanntffe , m. Elton  yOo#. 
and  filthineffe  and  foohlh  talking  , let  it  not  be  ence  named  William  /.with 
among  you  as  bccommcth  Satnts : And  can  we  then  pra&ife  cient  and  mo- 
or approve,noc  onely  the  arduous  commemoration  of  the  derneExpoii- 
xiames,  but  iikewife  the  artificial!,  ifnorreaJl  a#ing  , not  to^bothPro^ 
enely  of  the  Parts,  but  alfo  of  the  Y incejls, rapes,  adulteries,  0a"( ^ 

2 Comman- 

^8ment,and  on  Exod.20.Levit,2(j.and  Dent.?,  p Miramininolimvos,  qua  propter 
nunclupiter  hiftrionescuret.nemireroini,  ipfehanc  daturus  eft  Iupiter  Comardiam*. 
Quid  admiratieftis  \ quafi  yero  novomnuncproferaturlovemfaccrehiftrioniamj&rc, 
hancfabulam,inquaro,hic  Jupiter  hGd:eipficagit>&  cgounacum  eo  &c.  Opera:  prara 
tiurn  hicfpe&antibus  lovem  6c  Mercuriumfaceiehiftrioniam.  Plauti  Amphitruo,Pro? 
logys,  q Nihil  dandum  Idolo,fic  nihil  fumendum  ab  Idolo  Si  in  Idolio  recumbcre 
alien  im  eft  a fide,  quid  in  Idolihabituvideri  \ Qiia:  communio  Chrifti  6c  Eeli^floan- 
nes,F  fiioli, inquit, cuftodite  vosab  Idolis : noniamab  Idolo’atria  quafi  ab officio  ;(ed 
ab  Idolis,id  eft,ab  effigiceomm.  Indignum  enim  eft  vt  imago  Deiviui,imago  1 deli  & 
mortuifiat.  D e Corona  Militis  ltb,c<ip,S , r In  cap,  14..  Ifaia  tom,  3 . Qferttm  p,  46 y* 
^ Qai  fcda»mone  correptosefiTeiimuknt>&  morumiinprobitateeorum  figuram&:  had 
oitura  fimulatc  pra:  fc  ferunr,  \ifum  eft,  omni  modo  puniri , & eiufmodi  affiiftionibos 
laboribufquefiabiici  cosoportere,Gu-ibusii  qui  verea  dsmone  correptifunt,vt  ada?mo* 
nis operationeliberen^rjiure fubiiciantur.  Concilium  Coottantwopj jnTrullo Can.60 
Se:  C4»0»t<52«aecordingiy4  / Exod.20,4  ,Leuit.:6«  i.Dcur.4.,i5.I(5,l7.c,5.8.c.i(7. 
22.PUI.97.7.  > Gen,  t. 26,27,  cap, 5,  UC.9*j5«  jtfEphof.5.3 . 4.,  Col.3.8.  y See 
CyPr!fi?<Epif*:-lib.2,Ep!ft,2.Donato.Augu(l, de  Ciu.Deil,  2,  cap.  a.,  to,  1 lib* 5 * 

<»p,i844.e.3Jot2ci.27^8.  • * 

N whore* 


Miflrio-Mjftix, 


Par 


T.I. 


whoredomes^andfuch  Uk*  execrable  abominations  of  tbe-hcaff- 
*,Nihl-  turpe  lieft  &>vell-g<>ds , or  irfernall  Afen-mdnjlers  (which  wire 
at  flagitiofum  x anciently  exiled  all  fuch  places  where  Chrifis  Gojpcl  cameras 
^ifandurTtf  tnconpftent  with  it,  ) and  yet  thinke  to  pafl’e  for  pious  Obli- 
que proponi^  ftians?  It  was  Davids  importunate  prayer  unto  God; 
tur,ubi  veri^  a 'fume  away  my  eyes  from  beholding  vanity  (which  b the  Fa- 
«pta?nluwa»-  thers  generally  apply  to  Stage-Playes ) and  quicken  me  in  thy 
rur,aut  mira^  way : And  can  we,  dare  we  then  once  turne  our  eyes , and 
tiila^narrans  cares  ( which  c (bould  be  alwayes  centred  upon  God  and  hea- 
fic?apoftu!an-  venb  objefts , that  might  meliorate , nourtfb  andrefrejh  our 
tuTjAugufi.Dc  fo ulesf)  untothofe  matchlefTe  obfeenities  of  Pagan  Idols 
that  are  daily  a&ed  on  the  Stage  ( the  & very  filtbinejfe  ef 
^fpil  *j  19,  which  might  c safe  even  Divels  ihtmf elves  to  blufh  and  trem - 
_3  7,  hie  ) and  yet  flatter  our  feives,  that  we  arc  in  Davids  pious 

b Hilarie  Am*  condition  ? Certainely,  every  trus^Chrifltan  indeed  ( if  wee 
IHne’chry^  may  beleve  the  Scripture  ) e doth  fear  e and  tremble,  not  onely 
foftome,  Bru*  at  tbs  aft,  but  hky wife  at  the  very  appearance  and  thought  of 
no  and  others,  f^ne  • yea,  *he  fioppeth  his  eares  from  hearing  blood , and 
He.  fee  p/5 1.  Jkutteth  his  eyes  from  feeing  evill.  Andean  wee  then  prove 
cpfal.  12 1. 1,  our  fcives  to  be  Ghriflians , either  in  Gods,  orourowne 
*£111.1.2.  confluences  account,  when  as  we  are  fo  farre  from  trem- 
gratum  b)’ing  > that  we  doe  ^ even  re]oyse  at  the  fight,  the  hearing  of 
^uodpie,quod  thefe  lewd  Theatricall  Enterludess  being  fo  farre  from  ftiut- 
iuft®  »"lvl(!e'  ting  our  eyes, or  flopping  up  our  cares  againft  them, that  we 
fuaue^ninqaod  doe.  readily  open  them  with  greed  inefle  and  delight  to  thefe 
alic  an  imam,  infernall  , diabolical!,  prodigious  Stage-abominations, 
welioremquc  which  h would  pierce  an  heart  offtsele  with  griefe , and  dijfolve 
'adHtiusbe4*  even  yes  of  asfdamant  intohrmfhteares  ? It  was  Davids 
wro  Culm  lib , religious  proteftation, 1 1 will  fet  no  wicked  thing  before  mine 

6 .cap. 11.  eyes . l will  not  know  a mefadperfon : And  {ball  we  kwho 

d See  Auguft,  J r J 

De  till.  Dei, 

lib. 2 cap,4,to.i$.lib,4.  €.26.27  a 8.  andlib/tf  .c.f,  6,7*8, 9,  and  to.  according??,' 
£ Eccles^.i  Sam. 24.  5 1 Thffr.5,22  lude  23.  Quid  inter  ha>c  chriflianus  fidelisfacr- 
cui  vitia  non  licet  cogitare  ? Cjprian  De  /peffac.  lib . f Ifay  ? } .1 5*  Vanus 
«nim  fermo  cito  pollute  mentem  , He  facile  agitur  quod  libentcr  audirur.  Bernard.  De 
Intertar tDamo  cap .43 g Hay  3.9.  Rom,  i.  \ 2.  V)  Quis  talia  fando  Temperet  a 
Lachrytuis:  yirg/lJEucid  lib.  2*  See  Chryfofi:. Horn.  $ 8. in  Mat.Nazienzenad  Sec; 
Icucum  pag.  1053,  accordingly,  $ P&l,  101.3.  i Phil, 3. J 7.  Hcbr.tf.l2. 

r 

ought 
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ought  to  follow  Davids  ftp  stn  this  bit  pious prattife,bt  never 

better  recreated,  more  delighted , then  when  thelaruated 

perfons,tartsand  wickednefles  of  the  very  worftof.men 

and  Devils , ( that  are 1 every  where  abominable  m the  eyes  pja*tea* 

of  all  menjbut  onely  on  the  Stage  ™ which  hath  no  fuch  fanfti-  nudam  foemi- 

fling  vert  tie  in  it.  as  to  make  ill  things  good,  when  once  they  are  nPn  noll£a^ 

/ />  , 4 o,  * r , y pKerc,imonc- 

vr ought  upon  it,)  are  mojt  emphatically  rcprclcntcd  to  our  qae doi»i  qui- 
eyesandearcs  at  once?  Jc  is  regiftred  oi  righeeow  Lot ; dem,fcdfiid 
n that  he  dwelling  among  the  wicked  Sodomites,  vexed  bis  etiamfortc^ 
righteous  Joule  from  day  to  day,  in  feeing  and  hearing  their  m-  iniuViaStui 
lawfttU  deeds : And  can  any  Players  or  Play-bauiaters  then  fa&um  putes- 
psrfwadethtmfelves,thacthey  are  in  Lots  condition,  when 
as  their  unrighteous  foules , are  To  farre  from  being  vexed  trura  vt  vj“0„ 
at  the  fight  and  hearing  of  thofe  more  then  Sodomiticall  lesvtriufque 
wicleannefles  ofpagan  Deities,  which  are  a$ed  on  the 
Stage,0  that  they  are  more  aboundantly  recreated  and  deligh - queproprios 
ted  witbthem, then  with  all  the  foule»raviftiingplcafures,©f  pariterinceftes 
Godshoufe,  or  the  moft  delightfull  confolations  of  his  nihdcibnnho- 
Word  anl  Spirit,  p before  which  they  oft  preftrre  them  ? O aCciderc  ? Si 
the  <1 horible  incefts  3 the  execrable  adulteries , rapes  and  enim  nihil  in 
i vhoredomes;  tbcvnparalldd  wichedntffes , the  infer  nab  pra-  talire. 

Bifes  of  thofe  lewd  Pagan-Deities  ,and  ftupendiowMem  mon-  qUa  gra. 

fters  that  are  daily  ailed  on  otir  TbeaterslfVhat  chafe, r What  tia  cum  id  ip- 

fium  in  plates 
videas  a exp- 

to  refilis  inceflu,  8c  inverecUndiam  feverius  exagitas  ? Mill  forte  credis  eandem 
remnonfimilitcrclTeturpem  cum  feperati  fimus,  8c  quumcongregatiomnesvnafede- 
mus«  ChryJojiom.HcvtJ %tn Mattb <to*n .i,Cot.^i4c .D , m Si  quid  horum  quihus  Cir- 
cus fork  afiubi  competit  fan<ftis,etiam  in  Circo  licebit.  Si  vero  nufquam  ideo  nec  in 
Circo.  Nufquam  oc  nunquam  licet,quod Temper  & vbiquenon  Mze.uTertptl.de Jpeftac* 
n 2 P et<2*7*^*  See Beda and Oecumenwt ibidem,  o Inftm&uolutn 
putamus  gaudium  fimplex,  ncc  dclc&at  ridere  fine  crimine,  Safcinn  de  Gab,  dei  Itb,  C . 
/>  1 9 2 . p Quam  tu  ergo  fimsfa&ioncm  parabis  re^ponde  qusfo,  qui  ea  qua;  nominari 
fas  non  eft  fiirumo  fludiofpe&as:  qua:  etiam  memorare  turpe  eft , eacunftis  honeftis 
artibusfan&ifqueprarponis  ? Cbry/oji.fdcm.'p Mat.tomxXclCl.M.  y Converte 
bine  vultusaddiverfifpeftaculi  non  minus  pamitenda  contagia:  in  theatric  quoque 
confpicies,qi:od  8c  dolori  tibi  fit  <&f  pudori,Afpiciasabimpudic!sgeri,quod  necafpi- 
cerepofsitfronspudica  : videas, quod  crimen  fit  8cw\dere,8cc.Cyprian,EpifiXib,j  Ep . 
2. Donate,  r Quiscnimintcgro  verecundia:ftatu  dicere  quf at  illas rerum  turpiumimi- 
tationes,illasuocum  & verborum  obfctnitatcsjillasn’otunmturpitudinesjillasgeftuum 
feditates  ? qua:  quanti  fint  criminis  Mnc  inteHigipoteft,quod  Sc  reiationemfiii  inter - 
dicunt,  Salman  d*  Gtiber ,De\%tib.6  .p.  i8?« 

- N a modef 
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wb*t  eye  behold  ^what  ears  receive  , what  pen  di [cypher  them 
(unldTc  t neceffuated  to  difplay  their filthtxeJfc^Xtitkoiit  Jbame 
and  horror,  it  not  finne  it  felfe  ? Are  c not  the  very  M*jler- 
peeces, dregs  and  off- fee  ur  ing  of  all  thofekernd  adulteries  and 
tranfeendent  wickedneffesyhat  either  the  prauitie  cf  man, or  the 
wit  of  hell  could  hitherto  invent  3epttomiz,ed  and  djplaycd  on  the 
Stage?  Doe  not  Play-Poets  and  common  A6tars  ( the 
v Dive  Is  chiefejl  Pallor  s)rsikc  earth  and  hell  it  felfe ; dee  not 
they  traveilover  Sea  and  Land ; over  all  Hiftorics,  poemes, 
countries, -times  and  ages  for  unpa/allcld  villanies , that  fo 
they  may  pollute  the  Theater  with*  all  the  hideout  ohfeenitiss y 
with  all  the  deleft  able  matcblejfe  impietiesyohieb  hitherto  mm 
or  Dtvclt  have  either  actually  perpetrated,  or  fabuloifty  divul- 
ged ? What  (hall  I record  the  (everall  / abominable  adults- 
ries  0^  Venus;  theinfinit  fuparUtivc  incefls, rapes. fornications, 
lov  e-prank/Sy Sodomies  further  s , cheatsywith  other  fuch  exe « 
crable  xickedneffes  of  [up iter,  the  very  worfl  , though  greatsft 
of  the  Pagan  Deities?  What  [hall  relate  the  fever  al  beaftly  flagi- 
tious prattife  s 3ceremonies,obfcenities  ,of  hmo,Bacchus,Cupid 
Priapus,Mars,Serapis,  AtyssFlora,  Mother  of  the  Cods, 
or  of  the  reft  of  that  infernal  crew , which  come  [o frequent  on  ottr 
in°Ma:*tli.Cy-  Theaters  ? Is  not  their  fihhindfc , their  lewdneffe  f'o  barba- 
prian  Epift.  roufly,fo  flupendioufly  impious,  x that  it  even  ftnkes  mens 
Jib  i.Epjft.i  o hearts  and  tongues  with  honour,  forbidding  them  to  relate  it  ? 
rariefadmf.  And can  snY  ^en  behold, or  a&  cbefe  grofie  abominations 
Gtxcos  Na-  with  delight,  (the  very  relation  of  which  is  fufficient  to  pol- 
zianzen.ad 

Seleu  cum, p.1063,  Agrippa  De  Vanitatefcientiariim,cap.2<5.  63,  64.  and  the#third 
Blaft  of  retrait  from  PlayrsanJ  T heaters, p.  9 2. and  102  to  1 17  ■ prove  and  ftile  them 
fuch.  x Nihil  poteft  con  ringi  viciorum  qubd  non  in  Theatric  reperiatur.  Attgufh 
Be  Ci/ir.DeiJib^.c.iy  y For  which  you  may  rcadc,  Clemens  A Icxandr.  Oratio 
Adhort  ad  Genres^Tertullian  Apolog.  adverf.  Gentes,  Tatianus  Oratio  acverf  Gr^ 
cos,  Minucius  Felix  O&avius,  A rnobius  adverf.  Genres  lib#  7.  Cyprian  Epift  lib:  2. 
EpiA .2 .Laftantius  De  falfareligione,lib.  i,cap.9.to.22.DevcrocuItu.  1 O.c,  2o.  A- 
thanaGus  Contr  Gentes  lib.  Auguftinel  b.l  2,3,4>5,and  < . DcCixi:.  Dei.  Natales 
comes, Diodorus  bicu*us,Livle,Ouid}Hefiod,Homer,Macrobkis,Plutarch,  Alexander 
ab Akxandro,Varro and  others,  z,  Talia fimtquce in  Theatris  fiunt , vteanon  fo- 
liim dicerCjfcd  ctiam  recordari  aliquisfinepollutione  n-npofsit.  Qnv  quidem  omnia 
tarn  flagitiofa  funt,vt  et  km  explica  re  ea  atqueeloqui  quifpiarn  faluo  pudore  non  valear, 
5aluian,deGi!btD>Dl,$,p,j3$ti36,  » before. 

lute 


sal - 
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Dei  'ib  6 ac- 
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lute  the  eares  that  heare  them,  the  common  a ire  that  ro  aSecD.Hjrk? 

ceives  them,  yea  the  breath  that  utters  them)  and  yetbe  in- 

nocent,be  untainted  by  them  ? Alas,  vve  cannot  but  with  fcft.j, 2, 

fnamcand  griefe  acknowledge,  that  our  moderns  P lay- Po-  * cothurnu* 

ctsdoe  notoncly  record  and  publifh  to  pofterity  in  their  prir^|lciJ^ra 

JafciviousEntcrludes,  the  execrable  lewd  examples  of  our  carmine  recen- 

prefent  Age  ( which* paraHeH  or  (urpaffe  all  thofe  ef former 

times)  but  likewi/e  b dive  into  oblivions,  deepejl  Lethe , nfufei-  ftis  horroran- 

tatim  thsfe  ebfolete  putred  wickedneffes  of  former  ages  y which  tiquus,expreffa 

Helthad  long  ftnee  buried  in  her  lore  eft  Cels  , left  prefent  lma§i 

and  future  times  fhould  befo  happy  as  not  to  imitat  e them.or  ft.  n^rcplicatu^  * 

tially  to  forget  them.  And  can  we  then  ad: , or  fee  the  a&ion  ne  fceculis 

of  thefe  moderne  thefe  ancient,  thefe  moth  eaten  filthy  tranfcuntibus 

ciimes , without  a crime  ? No  verily.  O therefore  let  ^cna'f od 

Stage-Players0  perifhy yea, for  ever  penfh , which  thus  revive  faftumeft. 

the  cur fed  memory  of  ‘Tagan  Idols  their  infirnaH  wicked- 

neffesy whofe  remembrance  fhould  for  ever  be  forgotten  left  ^"riuntur  •* 

wc  perifh  by  them : O let  thofe  filcliy  Emerludes , thofe  mmquam  cri- 

fhamtlcfl'e  Adors , whofearc  not  to  difpiay  thofe  fnamc-  men  tempo,  i- 

full  workes  of  datkendfe  in  the  fight  of  thoufands  on  the  n“nquamftc- 

epen  Theater, with  more  then  d blufhhjfe  impudency,  which  lus  oblivions 

their  very  pavau^yea^infcrna/l  Authors  did  even  bfafb  , did  ^cP^yur,ex- 

,,  s ' r , r 11  u e*rplafiunt 

tremble  tc  commit  in poet , where  no  eye  was  prefent  to  behold  q^ia^cfTe 

them,  but  their  ovine,  and  that  e ownifcieKts  3 X&be  is  * enwi-  iacinoradefti- 
prxfent  Jbeholditsg  both  she  evsll  agd  the  good ; be  ever  execra- 
hie  to  all  pious  Chriftians,  g whofe  eyes  and  eares  are  for  ever  fcond  crat*  Tub 
confer  ated  to  that  holy  God}  h who  U purer  of eyes  then  to  be-  oculorumme* 
hold  the  leaf}  iniquity,  then  to  * approve  our  filthy  Stave  pi  aye  si  m0T*am  redu" 
which  might  caufe  even  heaven, earth,  nay,  hell  to  bJrim  for  iibidini/a- 
(hame,and  move  the  very  Sunneit  ftlfc  to  vailehis  Ciiflall  tismalisfuis 

vtiprefenti» 

fcus,mii  fuiim  de  fpe&aculis  faciatjin  quo  etiarw  a-tas  fuperior  erraverat.  Cypr  'ian.Epifi, 
Li.Epi/1.'.  .LDcfpcftarJiy.  c Perean:  ifta  vnde  vitiorum  memoria  menti  renovatur. 
Tatiana  Oratio ady>e> f.^racos  Bio/. Patruvt  tom.i  jS2.Z>.  d JErubtfcunt  videri 

et  am  qui  pudorem  vcndidcrunt  At  lflud  publicum  noftruoa  omnibus  viclentibusge- 
ritur,& c .Cjprutn.  Defpc&aculis  lib. See  Clu)  foIlome,Homil.£>,7,and  < 8. in  Marti). 
^ lob 4 2. 2. 1 lohn  3.20.Pfal.  39.1.2.  / Pfal.I  \ to.  lq.Prov.l5.:$.Ier.l<j.I7. 
c.3  2 .l9.Prov.f  .2 1 dob  34 .2 1 .0.3 1 .4  .Hcb.4.1  3 . g Rom. 1 2. 1.2.  1 Cor.6.19.20, 
b Hab.i  .1  3 . Nos  quomodo  hac  fa$imus  qui  odiil'e  D Cum  noftrum  hac  ccrti  fur 
nans  ? Salle  tan,  De  C»f>er,De/,l,6.p.  1 83. 
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{.Numbers  33  beames  for  fearc  they  fhould  defile  their  light.  The  k Scrip- 
/ Clemens  A-  tHres * 1 Fathers,  m two  famous  Couneds  , withnfu»dry  Prate - 
Icxandr.Ora-  ftant  BivincS, have  utterly  condemned  the  making,  tbcbehol- 
tio  Adhorr.  ^ allobfcene  lafcivictu pictures  ; 4 meane  to  en- 

Fof*8  9 w w luftsyoitb  filthy  pleafures  , and  to  draw 

A Gregory  them  onto  abluad  mcleanneffe.  And  fhall  not  then  thofe 
Nyflcn.vics:  ° lively,  if not  reall  piastres  and  reprefentations  of  the  adulte* 

ratic^p5  ^03  ^ rtes/*pesy  face  fit , Love-prankes , mart  hers,  treafons,  and  o- 
win  c’oncil.'  ther  fuch  pra&ifes  of  Pagan  Idols/wbich  arc  fo  artificially 
Conftanti*.  a&ed  on  the  Stage,  that  a man  can  hardly  difference  the 
Truilo.Can.  rcprefcntations  of  them  from  the  finnes  thenfelvcs,  be 
ioo. Synod  us  much  more  liable  to  condemnation  on  the  felfe-fame 
Auguftcnfis.  grounds  ? Doubtle{Te,if the  jfubftance  be  evill,  the  P [hadow 
vu>Ri2?*  ’ c^it  cannot  be good:  iF the perfon beodious,the pi&are will 
n The  third  be  fuch ; iF the  thing  adied  be  fimply  evill,  the  reprefentati- 
pan  of  the  on  0f  [t  wm  refemble  it.  <i  All  finnes  (much  more  the  r loath- 

gainft  the  pc-  fomef4^s  of  Dev  ill- Idols')  are  det  eft  ably  evill  in  themfdves , 
rill  of  idok-  { therefore  the  perfonatingyhe  imitation  of  them  on  the  Stage , 
tryjB.Babmg*  the  char  ad  tr  fain g of  them  in  their frefheft  colours  in  our  The* 
d°rewes‘M."  atricall Poems ft  needs  be  finf  nil , yea , abominable , unto 
Dod,M.Bl-  all  good  Chrijf  tins.  The  perpetrating  of  fuch  finnes  is  evill , 
d"  Mham  therefore  the  perforating.  v Jpuodin  faUoreijcitttr,  in  ditto 
andTundry5  non  efi  recipiendum.  Since  then  wee  cannot  but  abominate 
others  on  the  thefe  odious  tranfeendent  finnes  themfelves , which  funkc 
feuemh  Com*«  their  originalLAuthors,  dcfwnc  as  low  as  the  ucry  deepeft 
TsaintCy-  ^epthes  of  bell  it  Telfe,  from  whence  there  is  no  returne  for 
prian, Defoes  everjet  us  not  joftifie  their  reprefentations,  nor  applaud 

^■aculislio. 

and  Lactan-  * 


tius  Devaro  cultti  cap.  20.  call  theatrical!  reprefentations.  Simulachtd  libidinis : 
Salviande  Guber.  Deilib.  6. pag.  1 87.ftiles  them,  Imagines  formcationum,  &P)u- 
tarch  de  gloria  A thenienfium. lib.  writes -jdaixpoefi  eftpt&uraUyuens.  p i ThclT.y  . 
22.  q Ezeth.3<5.  3i.Icb42.6.PfaI.ii9.i04.  r Levit.i8.  30-  Deutr.  12.  31- 
cap.7.16.25,26.  Chryfoft.Hom.tf.and  7.  in  Matth.  Cyprian  de  fpe&ac.  lib.M. 
Perkins  Cafes  of  Confeience  lib.  3 . cap.l . fe£t.  4.  accordingly.  See  Here:  Scene. I. 
t Non  pulchmm  eft  dicerc  ea  qua:  fa£tu  turpia  Hint.  Sophocla  Oediftu , Tyr« 
Nftni.  1400*  Jftcrates  C ratio  Demonicum^  y Tertullian  dc  fpe&aculis  > cap. 
17,18. 

their 
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their  sftion.  And  fo  much  the  rather , x btcaufc  theft  filthy 

Divel- Idols, s the  Fathers  tefline,)  aid  heretofore , either  re-  j)e05  pUtant, 

Ath  commit  thofchtftly  crimei  that  *rc  acted  in  their  per  font  ttitm  flagitu 

enthe Stage;  or elfe fKrfofielj  admit  them  to  be  Toetical/j 
forgedcf  the  m, and  then  openly  to  bedivulgedto  the  people  ox  the  ^ici  volunt. 
Theater  in  their  names yhat  fo  they  might  give*  fynde  of  di - v thumanas^ 
vine  approbation  or  publicke  allowance  to  tbefe  their  notorious 
wickedneffes  by  their  owns per fonall  examples , to  animate  and  {,ciut  retibus 
draw  on  the  Spectators  more  fecurely , wore  boldly  to  commit  induant,&ad 
the  {elfe fame  ftnws jto  the  et  email  mine  of  their  fifties. Whence 
sjfthanajfns  informes  us  from  his  ownc  experience,  v that  cium  tecum 
the  proclaiming  of  the  vices  of  Pagan  Idols  on  the  Stage , did  trahant.H&c 
much  increafi  the  finnes  of  men.  For  when  as  they  perceived  Center 
their  Idol-gods  to  be  delighted  with  fisch  filthy  prints  % theypre-  accipiunt  UU 
fen tly  fell  to  imitate  them.  Infimtsch  that  almoft  euery  Citie  lacifsimifpiri- 
.was  folly  fraught  with  all  the  filth  and  dregges  of  wickydneffe,  &atuI^a 
whiles  they  JJ  tidied  to  con  for  me  them] elves  to  the  p tines  and  vi-  perpetranHa, 
ses  oft  heir  Idols : there  being  not  cnschafle  or  fiber  man  among  velut  ab  ipfo. 
all  the  worfhippers  offocb  vittow  Idol-gods  ( as  there  are  interra/a^fs 
now  few  fuch among  Flayers  and  Play-haunters  • thofi  ldonca  Vidca- 

turautoritas 

Quantum  molianturmalignii'piritusexetMplofuC', velut  divinam  automaton  pra-bere 
fccieribus  ? bac  aftutia  etiamludosfcenicosfibidicarifacrariqueiuflerunt,vbi  dcorum 
tata  flagitiatheatriciscacicisatq^fabularf  a<ftiombuscelebrarafunt/vt  quifquis  eostalia 
fecifiecrederet,&  qiiifquis i*>n  credcret, fed tartien illoslibentifsimc  fibi  talia  velie  cx- 
biberi cerneretjfecurus  imitaretur.  Augufl.  DeCiy.Dei.ltbz.cap.SQ-Cr  iy.l/b.  4.ca+ 
3 . bid.zfy  Hxc  omniain  hocprodituvtvitiis  hominum  quxdam  aiitoritas  parare- 
tuv.  Iftienimfptriuis  poflrquam  limp’icitatcm  fubftanthv  fav  onufti  immerfi  vitiis 
perdiderunt,ad  folatiim  calamita^sfua:  non  definunt  perditiiam,perderc,  8c  deprayati 
erforem  pravitatis  prav  s rdigionibus  a Deo  fegregare.  Minucms  fefox.  Ocla^ius pag> 
yo.&f}.  See  {alius  Yiirmichide  errore  pro  fan  a rum  Religionum  e<*p.\  } . accordingly* 
y Hine  lamprofedto  hominibu small  mul turn  adie&una  eft.  Cumenim  cernerent  his 
Deosfuos  obleiftari^ontimio  8c  ipfi  iefeadimitandumeos  contulemntjVirtutisfiye  in“ 
tcrelTe  arbitrantes,pneftantiore?0vt  ipii  putabanr,injirari.  Vnde  honaicidii*  aeparricidiis 
©mriibuftjuelafciviisdcderemanus.  Kamomnisferecivitasomnibiis  nequiti.v  fordibus 
plena  eft, dum  ftudentdeorumfuo rum  raoribus  fitniles  fieri  Neque  inter  Idolorum 
eultores  frugia'iqu:sac  pudicuseft.  JfqucfoJum  laudatur.qwiomnesh*pudiciti#  fax 
tefteshabet.  A love  quidem  ftuprationespucrornm  atqueadulteria  : a /enere  autem 
fornicationem  • a Rea  imp udieitiam.a  Martc  calces , aliaqueab  ali/s  didicerunr,  qux 
fudicis omnibus  in  exccrationc  font,  Athanafius  Contra  Gentileslib.l.  pag« \b.  37. 
So  Cyprian,  Epift.  1.  2.  Epift.  2.  Donato.  Iulius  Eirmicus  de  Errore  rrofaaarum 
g num,  cap,  A uguftineP*;  CiUtPej,  lib,  2.  cap.  7.  9.  Jo/ij.  accor* 
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Zccb.i  3 . 2.  cn!fy  being  app Uncled bj  them,  whofe  lewdnejfe  was  mofl  noto - 
rioufly  hgiowns  unto  all  men.  If  then  the  perfonating  of  the 
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cendumhoraiu 

ribus.fcdfer- 

viendum  dar- 
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bttiir.Auguft, 
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wickedneffes  of  Heathen  Idols  , be  but  a meere  ftratagem 
of  Satan  , to  encourage , to  precipitate  and  allure  men  to 
the  felfefame  finnes : Ific  revives  the  execrable  memory  of 
thofe  infernall  crimes  r which  [hotsld  be  buried  in  eternal 
oblivion  : If  it  worke  a louc,a  liking,  at  left-wife  a flighting 
dom  / • °r  of  fuch  hellifli  abominations  in  the  hearts  of 

de7pcSacu!fsn  mcn ; alwayes  attended  with  the  very  lively a appea- 
and  Chryfoft!  ranees,  or,  refemblances  of  evil/,  from  which  Chrifiians  fhon/d 
3 8.  abfteine . If  it  doth  b more  advance  the  TDivcls  fervtcey  ( the 
rSte Tert 6ri£tnaU Aathor efStage-playesf  as kimfelfe,md d others te- 
fpe&zc.c.z'/j.  ft  i fie,)  then  recreate  the  Spectators  ; which  none  can  contra- 
di<ft,fince  Satan  gaines  more  fo,u les, more  fer vice  by  them, 
then  Play- frequenters  pleafure:  This  muft,this  cannot  but 
enforce  all  Chriftians  for  ever  to  abandon  Stage-playes,  be- 
caufc  they  are  thus  peftered  with  the  very  grofTeft  impuri- 
ties ofDevill-Idols,and  the  worft  of  mcn,e  Vvhkhjbouldttot 
once  be  named , ( much  lefTe  then  a$ed)  among  Chrifti- 
am. 

Objection.  But  here  our  A&ors  and  Play-haunters ,£that 
jjar^Loco-  they  may  fseme  in  this  cafe  to finns  honeftly,  or  rather  not  to 
Com,  finne  at  all ; frame  thefe  two  juftifications  for  the  perfona- 
fcftSjr‘cl2‘  ting  j th£  beholding  of  thefe  their  Stage-obfcenities. 
DariarusEthi-  Pirft,tha6  in  the  perfonating  ofthe  vices  of  Idol-gods  and 
Chriftians  men, they  olvvayes  introduce  their  virtues  $ to  the  end  that 
M cftitcJi*07,  v*r£ues  ™y  imitatcd,and  their  finnes  efche  wed. 
ofthdavvfuil  Secondly, that  thefe  their  notorious  wickednefies  are  thus 
v/eofiots,  per fonated, thus  divulged  on  the  Stage  to  this  very  purpofe, 
dinY  aCCOr  that  the  beholding  of  their  fikhinefle  might  learne  men  to 
cEphe.f.j.q..  * detefi  them  : therefore  the  ading  of  them  in  this  nature 
/Patrocinia  muft  needs  be  commendable, not  unlawful!. 
fu.?fi7iini  - Anfwtr.i.  To  the  former  of  thefe  two  allegations,  I 
eSm'hSneftV  anfwcr,Firft,that  the  virtues  of  Idol-gods,  or  wicked  men, 

peccare  vide-  are  feldomc  brought  upon  the  Stage, but  as  they  are  vThcred 

sniur 

Ds  FtlfdfHpieniU.Lz .c.  r f . * Teneros  atiimos  aliena  approbria  faepc  AbAer- 
rent  yitiis.  HorareftrmonvmJ.  I ,Satjr.+.y,  177., 
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in  by  their  very  groflcft  fins:  for  in  all  our  tragicail,inmoft 
of  our  Comicall  Entcrlucies  , S finneti  the  primary,  adequate  no^  exifl.ime~ 
and  weft  proper  fubiettof  the  Play, virtue,  a Parenthefis  ondy  tur  pocma  nd* 
in  the  by : Sinneis  the  Miftrcfle,  Virtue  but  the  Handmaid,  j^Yn^oefin t# 
which  occafionally  fometimes  attends  it.  Vice  hath  the  taT,quamin 
whole, at  leaft  the  greateft  fliare  in  all  our  Stageplaies;poorc  fentinam  qua- 
Virtue  hardly  findes  a part  in  any,moft  parts  in  none.  The 
virtues  therefore  that  are  abted  in  our  Theaters , as  they  doe  £C  rice^ 
not  ballance,fothey  cannot  juftifie  norexcufe  the  vices.  eafunt.z:^ 
SecondIy,Vice  oft  times acb it  partaloneupon  the  Stage 
with  great  applaufe,  whereas  Virtue  feldome  comes  upon  it  r^t.Artium. 
but  accompanied  witbadoud  of  fuhdry  fpredding  vices  ; lib-z.p  3i. 
which  as  h they  fooner  pierce  the  hearts , andiufinuate  into  the 
affections  and  lines  of  men  then  Virtues ; fo  they  1 deprave  their  ^uia  nec  ^ 
minds  and  manners  more,then  all  the  virtues  of  Heathen  men  p©teft,nec  co» 
or  Idols  can  ever  rebtifie  them,  were  they  ondy  abted,  al- 
wayes  magnified  on  the  Stage.  As  therefore  k dead  Flies  fine  duce,fine 
xorrupt  the  ointment  of  the  apothecary ,or  as  poyfon  vitiates  comitc  proce- 
holfome  food  ; fo  the  contempering  of  fome  inferior  Vir-  dic*  ^,r°"  Pro* 
tues  with  moretranicendent  Vices  m our  Stage-play  es,  doth  iter  eftad  \i* 
either  turnethefc  Virtues  into  1 poyfon,  or  die  deprive  them  tiaiedetiam 
oftheir  efficacic. 

Thirdly,  the  Virtues  magnified  on  the  Theater,  are  ondy  Tmhil  xqu^ 
thofe  ofDevill*gods,ofgracelefle  Pagans,  or  defperatewic-  vtvitium  coc- 
ked men,w  ho  never  had  true  virtue  in  the.m No  men  are  truly 
virtuous, but  thofe  vpho  are  truly  reltgiom\others  ( asScypio,Ca - pfal,™tom*u 
lo,Tabrit? ,rB^gulw ,Fabins 9j4riftides y&tke  Uke)may  have  the  Col.66 
(hadowes  of  virtue  in  the, not  the  fkbjlance^vthichgrowes  not  in  %I" 

facitfeminarium  voluptatis}veneniimputa.#/>r<?».£/>.  io.r.4.  m Abfitvtfitinaliquo 
vera  virtus,nifi  fucrit  iuftus.Abficautem  vtfitiuftus  vere  nifi  vivat  exfide  : iuflus  cnim 
fidevivit.Quisporro  eorum  quife  Chriftianosliaberivolunt,nifi  foli  Pelagian i,  sue 
inipfis  tu forte  folus,  iuftum  dixeritinfidelem,itiftum  dixeritimpium  , iuftum  dixerit- 
diabolo  mancipatum  ? fit  licet  ille  Fabritius,  fit  licet  Fabiu?,  fit  licet  Scipio,  fit  licet 
"Regulus.  Pcrro  fiyerafn  iuftitiam  non  habentimpii,profe£l6  nec  alias  virtutes  comites 
ei  1.:  s , & c .Auamftne  Contr.Iul'tanum  rrtag.l.4.  cay^.tom.  7-pars  9 'b-'W*. ibidem, 

n Manifeftifsime  patet,in  impiorum  animis  nullara  habitare  virtutem/cd  omnia  opera 
eorum  immunda  eiTearquepolluta^habentiafapientiam  nonlpiritualcm,  fcdanimalcm, 
non  coelcftem  fed  terrenam,non  Chriftianam  fed  diabolicam,non  apatrelutT>inum,fcd 
a principe  tcnebrarum,dum  per  ea ipfa  quae  non  baberent  nifi  dante  Deo  , fubduntur  d 
qui  primus  reccfsit  a DtQtProfptr%Confr*  Co)UteremJl\b%t%iZ% 
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* Ver#  virtu  - yil sytn  Idols ,<i  Pagans  ,or  wicked  per  forts,  but  in  a ° re  all  Chri* 
*esnifiinj4s  fians  heart  3wherem  Chrijts  Spirit  dwelt.  It  is  the  preperty  of 
all  true  virtue,  V to  conquer, to  expell  all  Vice  \ not  to  cohabit 
with  it,orfubmit  unto  it  : fo  that  there  can  be  no  true  virtue 
feated  in  fuch perfsns  hearts  , who/ t vert  res  are  inferior  to  , tr 
coex'tftent  with  their  vices t Natali  the  vertues  of  thofe  Di- 
^Virtuseftvi=  yell-idols,  or  Hcroickc  Pagans  which  Players  ufetoaft, 
'hTmIeM  ^ wer9  con*a winMtd, deformed  and  controlled  by  their  vices , to 
hZi.Egtfi.  i!  which  they  wereinthralled;  therefore  they  are  riot  trueabut 
irtus  onely x baftard  virtues, which  have  fcarce  the  Yeryhuskc  of 
^ona^mittk  virtue  in  them.  Since  then  their  virtues,  are  in  truth  no  vir- 
Ser.eca  de  Vita  tues,but  metre  empty  tfhadowes  of  virtue,  or  rather  glittering 
beatd,c.y.  fwnes , zi  Fathers , and^  fome  others  R[\c  thim\  but 
Qinfquisvir-  their  vices  groflfe  and  rcall  finnes  which  plunge  mens  foules 
in  endleffe  mifery  ; the  a$ingofthefe  feigned  virtues(which 
are  as  farre  from'reall  virtues , as  Players  are  from  thofe 
whofe  parts  they  a$)can never  balance,  much  lcfifc  excufe^ 
the  perfonating  offach  execrable  vices,which  hel  it  felfe  car* 
hardly  parallel!. 

Fourthly ,the  mutilated  cutfide  virtues  of  Divell-gods,  or 
graceleffe  Pagans,*  4*  they  can  never  make  their  imiiators>or 
Spectators  truly  vertuius ; fo  they  are  no  fit  pattcrncs  for  a 
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f Deformes 


niultabonavRo  Chriflian,who  hathChrifthimfclfe,  the  Paragon  of  all  vir- 
rnentorri^ra-  tue3t0oet^er  ^ofc  Saints  and  bl  fifed  Martyrs,  who 

tiamaiorecul-  tread  his footfteps , for  his  vhd&tmc^fhrifiavs , y as  they 
pa.qua  caufa  excell  all  'Pagans  ( much  more  then  Divell-Idol  ) in 
rumpas .UVui  ^tr  virtues-,  fo  they  have  farre  more  tranfeendent  patternes 
Rom  hi/lor.  of  true  virtue  for  to  follow  ? then  the  beft  of  Pagans  are, 

r Virtutes,fine 

fide5folia  funt : Vidcntur virere,{«d prodelFe  non  pofTmit,  Agifantur  vento,  quia  non 
3sabent  fundamentum.  Ambrofe  Entreat,  in  Tfalm^iPTomn.p . 4 14.  G.  f \mbr£ 
Sc  imagines  viitutu. La# onrius D * falf  Religionec.  20*  t Peccat a,&  fplendida  peccata, 
Aug.Contr.lulianum  lib.  . .cap  Ennar.in  Pfalm  t .Profper.  fen'ert  e^Augus 
{lino  lib.  f;nMo6.  C VoQi;  Difputatio  ^ Devirtutibus  Gcntifium.  D.Pri  ;eaux 
Le&uraS.  DefaluteEthnicorum.  x Qnivmbras  atque  imagines  virtutum  confe- 
ilantur,ea  ipfa  qua:  vera  funttenere  non  poflunt.  Lattant,  Dsfa  fa  Rehg to »e.  :ap. to. 
y Plus  debet  Chrifti  difcipulus  pr.vftare  quajn  nsundi  Pailofcphus.  Hierom . 
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(fhrft  lefts  is  their  * guide  % a their  wayy b their  example  ; c his  <•  Luke  i .7?* 
virtues  jhis  graces  muft  they  imitate ; him  enely  muft  they  f $1-  \ 
lorVytwd  none  elfc  hut  him^rthofe  d glorious  Saints  of  his  , who  \ Pet.2.2 1< 
wallf  as  he  hath  walked.  The  iupremeft  virtues  of  the  mod  rMaotpI1f'r 
renowned  Pagans  are  too  inferiour  precedents  for  the  mea-  2V 

neft  Ch  rift  fans.  The  very  worft  of  Chriflians  who  (hall  21.  iioh.:.& 
ever  enter  Heaven  Gates,  muft  tranfeend  the  virtues  of  the  Etcmmprop- 
beftof  Pagans:  for  the  Scripture  is  peremptory : *That  nuse^ided hoc 
except  our  right eufnejfe  exceed  the  right eoufnejfi  of  the  Scribes  nomen  acccpi* 
and  P bar ifees  (much  more  then  the  degenerate  copper  vir-.{[J>vt po- 
tties of  Heathen  Infidels)  we  (hall  trim  cafe  enter  into  the  eyu^uTlegibus 
Kingdome  of  Heaven.  How  then  can  we  take  thofe  Heathen  operumexii;: 
virtues  fir  our  examples  f which  we  muft  fat  re  excell}  The  ^^0^Pa^s; 
Copicmuft  furpafic  the  Hand;  the  Sampler  , the  Needle-  iJJaoi  Oraih, 
worke  which  doth  but  imitate  it . The  rule  muft  needs  bee  jjom.j.CoU 
moreexa&ly  perfe$,then  that  which  is  fquared  or  directed  257*.  ?•  A , 
by  it;  elfe  all  will  bee  erronious.  For  Ghriftians  then,  e/tilchrifiia- 
tvho  g Jhotild fiare above  all ot hereto  ftoope  to  Pagan  virtues,  m.  Nonac  c a 
orto^//^ytheirfublimermettalhotheir*<r^r/fr  temper , is  viaquaChru 
to  degenerate  into  Pagans^  to  prove  worlc , yea,  kite  then  YIC&  vcs  <je» 
Chriftians.  Itisalione,  as  for  an  expert  Artificer  to  lay  betis  ambula* 
afidc  his  skill, to  imitate  a Bungler .•  or  for  a Scheolc-m*fter 
to  give  over  teaching, and  to  fubjVcft  himfdfe  to  the  Tutor-  e^&yosvis 
fliipofhisrudeft  Scholler.  Pagans  and  Devill-Idols  (whofe  catii  eksde- 
Parts  come  freqaenreft  on  the  Stage  J h are  the  very  worft  of  r^n^Thrr 
creatures ; there  is  no  fueh  grace  or  virtue  in  them,  as  is  ei-  wtifonldo-* 
therfecmcly,  receflary , or  cflentiall  to  aChriftian.  And  ^iorcseofhe- 
fiiall  Chriftians  then refort  to  Play-houfes,  to  Iearne  true 
virtue  frem fuch  finkes  of finne ; s fuchCflowermeSyfhadowes  adpftoraftr^ 
or  car  caffes  of  virtue , as  thefe  Idols  , thefe  Pagans  were,  ™*Xo.\rJii>G 
whofe  very  virtues  led  them  but  to  Hell?  Doubtlefle  it  is  2 T^efT*1 7 
but  a very  Heathemfl^gracelc  fle,  divellifh  prsdife ; yea,  a \ Cor.4 ]\6? 

very  fhame  and  blemifh  to  Religion  thus  to  dee;  as  if  and  n.i. 

Heb.tf.ir, 

e :Mat.$.io.See  Opusifrpeife&um  in  Mat.hom;ii.  /"Nee wra  vmu$,quurafcrncle£- 
cidit, curat reponi  deterioribus  Hor .Carmd^  .Odc.f.y. yC.  / Ifa.40.3  I.c.^  3 . l6.Cefe 
3.1  .:.i.‘hil.$.2o.  *Ifa.i.i2.  ^Ephcf.2.1 ,2.3.1/  c.^.17.18.19.’  Pet.4.3.4.  / Sec 
Auguft.  contr.Iulianum,P  .Prolfcr>contr,C©llatorem.c.2  8,Laitaitti«>i$d€ 

•TaUaRclis,c,;c, 

O % Chrift* 


»oo 


Pakt.i- 


(,  Pfai.I9.7#  Chrifts  own  cxamplc^he examples  of  his  faints,the  precepts 
PfaU  19,9.  of  his  Word,  were  not  ^fujficUnt  to  teach  Cbriflians  virtue  * 

2 Tim.  3 , 16.  but  that  they  mult  reforc  to  Divell-gods  , to  Infidels,  to 
/s*ceNazian=  Stagc-PJ  ayes  for  to  learneit.  The afting  therefore  of  fuch 
zenadSdu-  counterfeit  virtues, fpr  the  ends  pretended,  is  no  plea  to  ju- 
chuin  de  Re-  ftifie  Scagcplayes,  ifcmchlefTe  the  aflion  of  the  forenamed 
Vices* 


&a  Educat. 
page.  1 a6?. 
1064..  Chry- 
fofthom.  3 8., 
in  Mac  Gof- 
lon  his  Playes 
confuted. 
.A&ion.i.t. 
The  third  blail 
of  Retrait 
from  Playes 


Fifcly  f if  there  be  fuch  Virtues  taught  anda&ed  in  cur 
Playes,  as  is  furmifed,  I wonder  much  why  our 1 emimnteft 
AEtorsyur  wofl  affidnom  Play-hamters  , are  more  generally , 
more  defter  atcly  vitiom  then  mo  ft  other  mtn,  as  l /ball  groove 
manotti  Ccttaiuly,ifthere  were  any  virtue  to  bee  learnt 
from  Stageplaycs,  or  thofe  Pagan  virtues  that  are  a&ed  in 
themsour  Players,our  Play-hunters  would  have  been  good 


andTheaters,  proficientSjnotretrogradesJn  the fchooleof Virtuedong  ere 
accordingly.  this » whereas  they  are  no  w nought  die  but  Graduates, but 
* chiefe  Artifts  in  the  fchoole  ofVice.  Either  therefore  there 
»C^eec'2*  * is  no  good,no  virtue  to  be  learnt  from  9tagc-playes.(  as  in 
and^ertdU-11  trut ^ n l^ere  * m)oT  clfe  their  Vices  are  farre  more  a$ive, 
an,Defpe&ac.  more  infectious  then  their  virtues , or  elfe  the  Adfors, 
de  v^ro^np115  £he  Spectators  of -cmr  Elayes  areepaft  all  grace,  all  virtue 
c.2o*Chryf,U*  which  ©ur  Playes  can  teach  them, 0 fine  e they  learneit  not- 
hom. 6 \y.  and  Sixtly,admit  there  be  fome  Virtues  a&ed  in  ourStage- 

S^lvia  ^de  ^'  P^ayesJ  yct  there  are  ^arrc  more  Vices.  New  as  P men  by 
Gruber narione  Nature  are  more  propenfe  to  imitate  mens  vices  then  their  vir- 
Bci.Mr.Gof-  tues\  even  fo  it  fares  with  Stage- playes.  Allpra&ife,  all 
North  if et  ta^e  l^e^r  v*ccs*l3one  their  virtues  .*  all  prove  the  worfer, 

M°Stiii  Jd?  ^ none  the  better  by  them*  The^burt,  the  panes,  the  vices 
R cinolds*  in  which  they  hatch  and  foftsr^are  obvious  mto  all  mens  view  • wee 

in  their  Trea- 

tifcsagainft  Playes,  The  third  blafl:  of  Retrait  from  playes , with  fundry  other  Au- 
thors quoted,  \ ft. 6.thronghout.  o Diogenes muficos in  iusvoea'bat , quod  cumlvne 
chordas  congrue#aptarcntJ  animimores  inconcinnos  haberent.  Diog.  Laertius  lib.  6, 
p.330.1  may  aptly  accomodate  it  to  Players,  p Prociivis  eft  malomaa  tcmulatio,  Sc 
quorum  virtutes  aflequi  nequeas^cito  imitaris  \iva..Hieroi9t.EpiJl  .7  .c.^ . 7 F oris  po^ 
puius  ccleberimofcrepituimpietasimpuracircumfonatj&intuspaucis  caflitas  fl.nula- 
Tavixfonat5pr*benturpropatulapudendis,&fecrctalaudandis.  Decus  latet,  &rdedec 
cuspatet:  quod  malum  geritur^omnes  convocat  fpc&atores:  quod  bonum  dicitur, 
*rixdiquos  mvcnitauditorcs?  taaquamhonefta€mbefcendaEnt,-&  iabonefts  glori® 
m&zAvgufi'D-e  Qft'll  %DetJ>tk%%  %c4p,zC« 
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fee , we  reade  them  both  in  the  ^ttors  and  Spectators  lines , 
who  make  a daily  prognffe  in  the  wayes  of  Vice : the  good , 
the  Virtue  which  they  teach  is  yet  unfaownt  to  the  world  ; we 
bearejwe  fee  it  not . Since  then  our  Stage-playes  are  fo  bar- 
ren in  producing  virtue,  fo  ftrangely  fruitful!  in  ingendring 
Vice  ; their  goodncffe  will  not,  cannot  bailance,nor  afioile* 
their  ill. 

Seventhly ,fuppofe  there  are  fomereall  virtues  affced  in  rNonneceff© 
©ur  Enterludes ; yet  who  can  be  fo  groflyftupid,  as  to  habesaumtri 
thinkc,to  learne  any  grace  or  virtue  from  a Play-houfe?  [^Hierom, 
Who  r ever  fought for gold  for  pe  Arles  in  dirt}  for  a tCbry-  Epijy.jo.c,^ 
flail' firing  in  filthy  wire;  for  holefime  water  in  a noyfome/^j5^  cxnp 
fennell}  Who  ev<s£«reforted  to  aPcft-houfe  to  lookefbr  ratftolUr 
hcalth,ordrunkedownepoyfontoprefervehis  life?  Who  turbidlaqua 
ever  potted  to  a tippling  Alehoufe  to  feeke  fobriety ; or  to  Potum  petat  f 
a Stewes  to  learne  true  Chaftity  i t Tlay-boufes , ( as  the 
Fathers  tefiifie ,)  are  the  very  Nurferies,  Schooles  and  Marts;  cft,vbi  luxu- 
the  very  /hops  and  finfas  of all  Vice  and  wicfadneffe  whatfoever : ria>vbi  vitios 
theyarethe  very  Devils  temples, Venus  her  Synagogues,  Vices  ^uTsind^fibi3’ 
Oratories , Sinnes  Wallaces  , Bcls  IVare-boufes , Pollutions  hauriendum 
throve,  Religions  flaughter-houfe , Virtue's  Peflboufe ; and  exiitimet 
fball  wee  then  flocke  to  them  to  learne  true  virtue?  Can  fajstFji* 
GaullyeeldHony,oraFlintttoneMilkc?  can  Sinne  beare  cap.ti' 
Virtue, or  Prophanefle  Grace  ? then  Playes  and  Play-houfes,  ^ Delubrum 
( the  very  * grand  empoy finer  s of all  Grace , all  Vertne , yea,  ^oSbyenwis 
the  very  y Devils  ms  to  catch  wensfoules ) may  make  men  D^monides 
truly  virtuous.  Let  vs  not  therefore  feeke  for  vertue  in  a dicatum:  Erat» 
play-houfe  where  it  growes  not,as  too  many  doe,  for  feare 
we  fraught  our  felvcs  with  nothing  but  a load  of  Vice, which  damnequitias 
will  finke  our  foules  for  ever  to  the  dephes  of  Hell.  iisguieranc 

Lattly,  the  Church  ofGod,  not  the  Play-houfe,  is  the 
onely  Schools  5 the  Scriptures , Sermons,  devout  and  pious  hcemia  corpus 
bookes ; not  Playes.not  Play-beoks,are  the  onely  Lc<ttures,  labefa&aue- 

J rantfaum, 

conuperantque:fcileratipmcrea&  nefari;  mulierum  CQngreirus,elandcftina:faIforim2 
oonnubiorum  corruptela:  infanda  acturpiafacinora  in  co  delubro  vrpotcin  loco  impus 
10  & faedoadmilTa  erant.  Eufebtus  de  "Vtut  Conftanttnt.  Ifb+i.  cap.  $3.  x See -here* 
pag  ^9.  y Spcftacula  Diatoli  retia.  Cbryfoft,  hom.jdn.  MatthtTom.  Colluta, 
59.  C. 
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Mcnrcs  Hos  the  Miaiflers  and  Saints  of  God,  or  rather  z God  himfelfe;  noe 
tninura  Dcus  comm0n  A6k>rs,notthofe  Diveli  Idols  * who  rule  andwoi  lee 
in  Stage  playes, the  onely  Tutors  of  true  virtue;  T rue  b vir- 
tue is  a plant  that  comes  from  heaven , growing  onely  in  the 
Churches, not  the  Stages  garden.  c Philo fop hy  and  Phylofe- 
phers  could  not  teach  it ; andean  Playes  or  Players  doe  it? 
O no  : It  is  the  prerogative  royal!  of  the  King  of  heaven, d to 
teach  wen  virtue  ; and  that  not  by  Stage^playeSjOrlafcivious 
Poems, e but  by  his  Word  and  Sptnt  onely , which  breathe  not 

in  oar  Theaters;  It  is  then  a tfacnledgeye*,  amadnefTe,to 

fperanda?5  - relinquifh God,  his  Church,  his  Word,  his  Ordinances, his 
m quama  Saints  ( the  onely  fouruainesoftrue  virtue)as  too  many  doe, 

Domino  virs  to  feeke  out  virtue  in  Playe$,in  Play-hcufes,  which  are  no 
jUt“m. : c“lus.  other  but  the  finkes  of  Vice; 

narium3  CniW  Anfvtcr.i  To  the  fecond  Objc&ion ; that  St£ge-piaye$ 
prudcnti^  $ doe  not  teach,  t but  dif cover  Frees,  that  fo  men  may  learne  to 
cord^^3  ^ate  t^em*not  *f€tt  them  • I anfwer  firft  ; that  it  is  God 
iuftitiae^cu*  onely  bj  his  JVord  and  Spirit  ywbomufl  teach  vs  to  abhorre  ad 
ius  vita  fpccu=  Vice ; not  Stage-  playes,ffo  verjlfuell  of  all  finne  and  lufl. 
lum  temperan5  Secondly,  if  these  were  any  ftich  virtue  in  Stage-playes, 
raorsTnfigne  as  to  a^cnatc  mens  afFe&ions  from  the  vices  which  they  per- 
eft  fortitudi^  fonate,they  would  then  no  doubt, not  onely  haue  reclaimed 
%S*erc"nti  L ancient^ay*ac^m^ng  Pagans  and  Comedians, but  like- 
SermoTzfof  wife  our  moderne  Play-Poets,  Players,and  Play-haunters 
130.L.  * from  all  thofe  lewd  and  filthy  Vices  which  come  moft  fre- 

ac  yprian  Sc  qucntly  on  the  Stage.  But  I never  yet  could  hearc  or  reads 

defpe&ac. 

lib,Auguft  de  Ciuic.Deil.y.c^.to^qT^.c.  6.7.Chryfofl:.hom.  <j  . and  7.  in  Matth* 
Salvian.De  Gabernat.Deilib.tf.and  1 £fc.  \ .2, 3.  accordingly  6 E ~calo  defeendir, 
'niLVTT,i>  lurv  Sat. 1 1 . e See  Plutar  Moral. to.  2. An  virtus  doceri  pofsit?Virtus 
doceri  non  poteft,  ncqae  hominibus  per  homines  paran.  VUtcnn  Protagoras,  f . 43  j, 
d 1 TheiT.4*9,Icr  3 1.34. John  {.45.1  Pet. r„9. 2 Pet. 1 3 .Sec before,  e Gal.  5.22- 
22  2 Tim. 3. 16, 17.  f Satrilegi;  cnim  velmaximi irflar  eftjhumiqua'rerc,  quod 

in  fuhlimi debeas invenirV.  Misucim  Felix. Oil du'utf  page  46.  g Sir  Thomas  Eliot * 
Boolce  of  the  Governor,  cap.  1 3 * and  Hayftoods  A pologie for  £&ors,  accordingly. 
APfal.5  i .lo.Pfal,!  19.37.2  Tim,2-2^  • Convertiad  Deumhneipfo  non  f oflumus* 
Eftenimp.vnitGntia  vnum  deperfe&is  denis  defeendentibus  a Patre  luminum,  Greg. 
Mag  in  Pftl.y.pcenitentiales.Fol  ?6  4+ Ambrdfc  in  Pfal  1 1 8 Otton.  5 .vcr37,  > Viti- 
©rum  (emina  (unt,fcelerumpabula, mortis  iter.  Iohannis.  SaUibnrUnf:  de  iiugii  Curias 
hum yrwmWiAgrippa  de  Sanitate  Srtettnarums*C i *6 4* 

of 
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^Nunquara 
Virtus  quam* 
vis  obfcura 
latet,fed  nfits 
tit  figna.  Quip- 
quis  dignus 
fuerit  vefligiis 
illamcolliget ; 
Seneca  de 

tranquil.  4 mh 

I Scepag.  68* 

m Cyprian* 
and  Tertulli- 


ofany  ancient  or  modernc  After, Compofer,or  Speftator  of 
any  Theatrical!  Enterludcs,  whom  Playes  recalled  from  the 
love, the  praftife  of  any  Vices,that  were  ever  afted  on  the 
Stage,  wheras  they  have  draw  nemilions  for  to  imitate  them. 

Therefore  there  is  no  fuch * hidden  virtue  in  them.  To  caufc 
men  to  abandon  Vice : which  if  there  were , it  would  have 
emptied  our  1 vicious  rPlay-hcufes  long  ere  this,  and  have 
made  our  lafcivious^dulterou?,  amorous  Playes,  fo  odious, 
that  none  durft  approch  them , for  fcare  of  being  polluted 
by  them. 

Thirdly,Scage-playe$arefofarre  from  working  an  ab- 
horring,fW  they  produced  only  a lone  And  liking  fiat  alfo  an- 
imitation  of  thoje  pernicious  vices  that  arc  a fled  in  them , 
which  are  commonly  fet  forth  with  fuch  flex  ammo  us  rheto- 
ric4ll p leafing,* (or  n rather foyf*ni»£)ftreines  ; with  fuch  pa-  an  de  s ftac 
tketieally  liuely  and  fubltme  exprejfiom,  with  fitch  inpnmting  Jib. Clemens 
geftures ; with  fuch  variety  ofmt^of art  and  eloquence,  0 that  if  Alexandria?* 
ever  men  did  hate  them  from  their  hearts  before,  they  cannot  de 1 1 

but  affefl , at  leaf  approve , or  leffe  deleft  them  now : they  being  Vcro  cultu.c. 

P prone  enough  by  nature  for  to  praQife  them , without  any  alle - 2 °-ct  Diyin» 

Hives  to  edge  them  on.  This  praftife  therefore  of  aftingVi- 

ccs, doth  onely  propagate  tbcro/iot  reftiaine  them.  ibft.Hom.6.  * 

Fourthly,  if  Stageplayes  had  bcene  fit  Lcftures.  Play*  7-  « 3 8.  in 

J D 1 J J Matth.Nazi* 

an  zen.O  ratio 

48. ctdeReftaEducat. ad  Sducum. p.1063. Augu^.  dcciu.Dei  lib. 2. c. 4.  ro.  17. 
Salvian.de  Guber.Dci.lib. 6 See  Aft. 6 throughoutaccordmgly.  n Sub  fpecie  ins 
cunditatis  venenum  infundunt.S-frz/W  de  Ordtne  tit*. Col.  hi  S.A.  0 (Xu<J  jJJi  cui 
vel  fiiosvelalienosameresfuntprofecuti  f quanta  pefte  pucritit  atque  adolefcenti.^ 
animus  confauciarunt  ^ Quid  enim  aliud  lunt  cordi  adoleicentis  amaroriie  narration 
nes,quam  flamraa  ftupisproxima  ? ipfeperfeattrahunt  et  incendunt ; de  quibus  Mes 
nander  fenrit,  cuius  verficulum  Paulus  Apollolus  ore  fiuo  ponfecravit.  Corrumu  nt 
moresprobos  collocutionesimprobar.  Atqui  omnia  de  libidine,  dc  fcnitie  de  inani 
gloria, de fraudibiis  non  ditta  font  ruditer, atque  impolite,!  cd  exculta,  cxornara,vt  eti- 
am  abfque  omni  rei  ipfius  oble&amento  verba  ipfa  per  fearridcrent , atque  adbiandi^ 
rentur.  Quid  verb  in  illis  rebus, quas  vitro  malitia  noftra  expetit  \ quasaudire,  quas 
videre  geftit  j quas  omnibus  finfibus  vfurpare,  ad  quastoto  innpetu  fertur?  R*$  line 
Verbis invitaffent : verba  fine  rebus  ad  ftpellexiflem  : dulci  veneno  , duJceadditum  eft 
conditnentum  3 vnde  teneres  animos  ct  in  quianis  fiexiuiles  r^bus  pefsimis  inficerunt^ 
Ludcu.9tves.De  caups  corrupt  Art  turn  lib.  ./>  80.8 1.  See  Seneta.Eptfi.t.  Ipodor.hiJp.Ess 
tymo\f\S.  c.  ^.accordingly.  p Ncquitia  facile  imitate  res  invenit.  Philo  Ihdaua 
de  [fecial.  Legtbusp.  \ 0/3 . Non  egemus  pra’ceptoribus , niiris  deciles  m^Iorum  fu~ 
vm.Vetratchd.de  Rented, ytmfque  fort  ana  f,i  JDUlcg.Cf, 
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«?  See  A £V*(J* 
Scene  i fto,8, 

& A<a*7* 

throughout 
r Diaboium 
nimis  aftutum 
fecit  tarn  na- 
turafubtilis 
qu»m  longa 
cxercitatio 
malitix  cius, 
Bernard  *n 
£uadr*g*f. 


houfesaptSchoolestoinftru&menta  abandon  Vice,  the 
^ Primitive  Church  y together  with  fundry  Councils,  Father*, 
and  moderns  Chrtfian  Writers  of  all forts , -would  never  have  fo 
frequently  condemned  3 foe  on  ft  ant  ly  avoyded  Stagc-playes^  as 
the  fruitful/  Hurferies  of  all  finne  and  wtik?dneffe ; Prophane 
and  vicious perfons  would  never  flocke  fo  faft  unto  them, 
as  they  uft : yea, the  very  De vill  himfelfe,  (whom 1 not  onely 
Nature  Jbut  l ike  wife  long  experience  hath  mads  exceeding  po- 
litick^ would  never  have  bin  fo  improvident  as  to  f invent , to 
(e7m  Coi  ii  p^opagatefo  in  can  (i  derate  as  to  multiply, to  perpetuate  Stage* 
JZ7Avlc?t.  P^ycs  to  his  ewnc  great  preiudice , were  they  fuch  diflwa- 
57 9 d.  fiuesfrona  Vice, from  wickedueffe,fuch  attra&iuesunto  Vir- 

/See  tue,as  theft  pleadc  they  are,howrruely  let  all  meniudge* 

Fiftly,Stagcplayes  themfelves,a$  the  tfequellwill  at  large 
demonftrate,ai;e  pernicious  fin-producing  , Vice-fornen- 
ting  pleafures,  which  all  godly  Chriftians  have  condemned  .• 
For  any  man  then  to  vndettake  to  make  men  hate  Vice  by 
frequenting  Stage-pl ayes, is  but v to  cure  one  vice  with  ano- 
ther ,or  to  prevent  a lefi’er  mifehiefe  with  a greater ; yea,ic 
is  in  truth  nought  dfe,but  to  make  Vice  a balme,  an  anti- 
dote againft  it  ftlfe ; andx  to  make  ill  men  good  againe  , with 
that  ftlfe- fame  thing  [which  made  them  evill  at  the  fr/i : 4 
paradox  beyond  my  ftupid  apprehenfton. 

Sixtly,the  a&ing  offbrreine  obfolete , andlong-fince  for- 
gotten Villanies  on  the  Scage,i$fefarrefrom  working  a de- 
tection of  them  in  the  Spe&ators  mindes(  who  perchance 
were  utterly  ignorant  of  them,  till  they  were  acquainted 
with  them  at  the  P lay-houfe,  and  fo  needed  no  dehortation 
from  them;)  that  V it  oft  excites  degenerous  dunghill  ff>irits,who 
haue  nothing  in  them  for  to  ma^e  them  eminent , to  reduce  them 
itcrum  cx  mas  wtopr  alike, o( purpofe  to  perpetuate  their  fpurious  ill-dc- 
Irving  memories  to  pofieritie,  atleaft-wife  in  fomC  tra- 

mj'RomJ.i  i.feft.ly.-io  jcT,  y Stmina  p*R  e omnium  fcelerum  a diisfuis  peccan- 
tiumturbacollegit.  Et vtperditus animus pofsit  aliquid  impune  committcre  ex  pr#- 
cedenribus  facinorum  exemplis  maiore  fe  automata  defendit,hominibus  peccare  cupien- 
eifeus  facinorum  via  de  Deorum  monftratiir  exemplis*  luton  Firmicni.De  Origin* pr** 
(antrum  R/elsg(otmm,ci  j %ytd.  Ibidem* 

gicke 


/Sec  A 
throughout. 

0 Illivrium 
vitio,pecca- 
tum  peccato 
medicantur  i 
ups  amore  vir- 
tutum  vitia 
fups  ramus. 
Htercn.Eplfl, 
I^.Cauai- 
dum  eft;n s 
malum  malo 
cures  Pachyz 
tnerms  hiftor . 
Mr.  4. 

x Ablardutn 
eft  putareeum 
quiab  aliqui* 
busexbono 
malus  fuerit 
fa<ftus,eun- 
dem  abillis 
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gickcEiucrludCc  It a ^ftoried  o/Heroftratus;  that  hee  fit  ^SoiinusPos 
the  great  and  (amom  Temple  o/Diana  afEphefus  on  fire  /for 
'this  very  end;  ut  nomen  memoria  feeler  is  extenderet j that  the  Morte  Peres: 
very  memory  of  this  his  vtlUnous  exploit  might  eternise  his  gtini,Gellius 
baft  obfeure  name, and  adde  vnto  his  fame, 

Clemens  A.- 

a Andc  alia  aid  brevibw  Gyar  is  & carceredimum  Iexand.Oratic* 
c, . . rr  r 0 Exhortat.ad 

$i  VfS  iffe  altqtSU  t Gcntestol.7; 

Hierom  adver* 

isebe  onely  rode, the  beft,the  fpeedieft  paflage^ that  fordid  c,8a 

defperate  obfeure  fpiricsknow  or  take  to  honour,  wealch  or  ^^bec 
fame,efpecial!y  in  declining}*  virions , turbulent  or  difeonten-  Cofmogr  1.?. 
ted  times.  W herefore  fnccobfolete  c unk^owne ftnnes  , are 
alwayes  freed  from  imitation,  and  more  d eafily  avoyded  then  a^*Q  Genia- 
iinnes  divulged,  though  with  £bame,  difdainc  or  punifti-  lium  Dierum 
-njenc  ;whencet  wife  Lawgivers,  haverather  chefen,  toinatt  M,Cp.? 
no  publike  Lmes  again  ft  vnnaturall  rare -committed  crimes,  n^ge  Bcfoke* 
then  to  prohibit  them  by  publike  LdiSts  ,vndsr  the  fiver  eft  pn » $.cha.i7.acs: 
ts  foments  for  ft  are  thepablike  knowledge  of  them,  by  weaves  of 
known  Edtftsjbotild  make  them  more^ frequent  in  mens  pra-  tyr% } .Saluft 
ftife  ; it  were  S fane  more  commodious,  lejfe  dangerous  3 leffe  de  Bello  iu- 
pernitiousjtbat  thofi  v nf  ara  Held forgot  ten  viUanies  ,whoft  me - Libertaf 
moryis  revived  on  the  Stage  ,were for  ever  drowned  in  oblivion,  fcclerum  eft 
then  re-imprinted  in  mens  tnindes  by  Vice-perpetuating  Stage - qua?  regna 
playes : h ne  exempla  fiant  qua  iam  effc  factnora  deft  iter  tint ; 
kaftour  depraved  times  fliould  make  thofe  moth-eaten  modusgladi/s 
vvickedne{Tcs,thepatternesof  their  imitation,  which  alh  Lucan':. 1,8, 
devouring  antiquitie  had  expunged, out  ofthe  muchenlar-  ]f<~wdlate 
ged  Catalogue  of  moderne  finnes,  ignmum  eft 

ignoti  nulla 

cupido .Oisid.de  Arie  Amaisdi  Uy.p.i&z.  Miners  malerum  remedium  ignorantiaeft.* 
Seneca  Oedipfu.  A&uj  f.fol.  104..  e Plato  Legnm  Oialogus  9.  Seneca  de  dementia 
l:b.I.cap.2$.  f Multo  minus audebamlibcrinefasvltimumadmittcrejquandiu  fine 
kge.crirrvenfuit.Summa  enimprudentia altifs:mi  viriy6c  rerum nature  peritifsim^ma^ 
luerunt  velut  incredibileficclus,&  vltra  audaciampofitum,  pnvterirc,  quamdumvindbs 
cant-  oftendere  pofle  fieri.  Itaque  parricide  cum  lege  ca:perunt,  illis  facinus  pama  mons 
ftravit.  Ser.eca  ibidtm.  f Satiuserat  ifta  in  oblivionem  he , quam  ne  quis  poflea 
potens  difeeretr Seneca  De  Brewt.pitacap.  I}#  Iucundiusinterdum quardamnefciri 
pcfiunt,quamfciri.  Puteam  Diatriba.  7./i  o.  Intervirtutes  habebhural  auanefeire. 
^intilit^/fit^OraUrUtl^i,c»lj.p.6y.  1 See  Cyprian, Bpiftd.2.Epift.2.I>orfatOa 

F ' JLafUy, 
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See  A&.£.  Laftly,if  Stagc-playes  doc  ontly  dilcover  Vices  for  to 
Scene.  S aC2  make  themodious.then  thofe  lafcivioui  Fagans  who  mofl 
4.  delighted  in  them,fhould  have  beene  meliorated  and  morra- 
Scene.  1.2.  lized  by  them.  But  the  1 beft  Christian  and  Pagan  Anthers 
i Deutr”??*  vn/tnimoufly  agree  i that  Theatrical!  Playes  and  Poems  were 
3 o!pfall  i64  c^e  c^cfe  corrupters  of  their  mindes  and  manners,  the  rood 
4.  EpheC.5.3 . cffe&uall  propagators  ofallkinde  of  vice,  k there  being  none 
si*  Jo  vitiom  and  lafciviem y<u  thofe  Keegan  (freekes  and  Romans, 

Governor!  whe  mojl  frequented  Stage-plajes . Therefore  the  affcing  of 
Booke  1 c.19.  fuch  vices  doth  daily  propagate  and  diifufe  them  , not  de- 

sJgcplayeT.0  Since  thereforethe  fubie$  matter  of  Stage-playes  is  thus 
p.138. The  heathenifh,vitious  and  prophane,confiftingof  the  fabulous 

Kctrakfrom^  Tories,  ceremonies,  vices,  names,  and  execrable  wicked- 
Piaves  and  neflesof  F agangods  and  men  itohicbfheuldmt  once  be  named 

Theaters*  among  Chriftians  ; we  may  hence  alfo  conclude  them  to  be 
finfull,and  utterly  unlawfoli  unto  Chriftians, 


-m  Poeta'eaaa 

primumad 

feribendum 


appulit  anis 
mum,  Id  fibi 
negoti  credi- 
dit  folum  dari, 
populovt  plas 
cerent  quas  fe- 
ciffctfabulasa 
Terent\)Anc 
dria^ProUgtts, 
Argument8. 
»Omne  genus 
snendaci/fum- 
mo  operefuge3 
Necca(u?nec 
Audio  loqua- 
tis  falfum  3 
quia  os  quod 
mentituroc- 
cidit  animam. 
Kernard.de  In - 
tenon  Dam* 


Actvs  3.  ScenaQvarta. 

FOurthly;  the  fubjc$  matter  ©four  ft  age- Playes, is  for 
chemoft  par  t,falfe  andmfabnloM ; confarcinated  of  fun- 
dry  merry,  ludicrous,  officious  artiftciall  lies,  to  delight  the 
eares  of  carnal!  Auditors.  From  whence  I forme  this  eight 
Argument. 

That  whofe  fubje#  matter  confifts  of  fundry  forged 
Fables,of  artificial!, merry  afFofted  lie$,muft  needs  be 
odious  and  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians,  n who  muft  a* 
bandon  lies . 

Butfiieb  is  the  fubjefi  matter  ofmoftCornicall,ofma=> 
ny  Tragicall  Enscrludes . 

Therefore  they  muft  needs  be  odious  and  unlawfull  un« 
to  Chriftians, 

The  is  evidenced  onely  from  experience,  and  the 
— - “ - - coaii 
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concurrent  fufFragesof  0 fundry  Fathers , and P Fagan  An. 
f^r/,who  RikStage-playes  fabulous,  artificial l,  [porting  lies , ^bulofiTsim^ 
/ww  whence  they  take  occapon  to  condemnc  them  : but  like-  quarquein  iu-. 
wife  by  the  copious  teftimony  ef  fundry  ancicnt^play-Poets,  dos  & a&us 
who  ftile  their  Playesby  the  very  name  of  Fables, Lies  > and  ^ugulEDe  ° 
figments,  TheMaior  needes  no  large  difpute.  For  fince  Ciu.Dei.hio 
every  lye  is  diametrally  contrary  to r the(jod  of  Truth : fince 
^it  proceeds;  originally  from  the  very  Devill,who  is  a Lyeryand  jex*“ ^Orati© 
the  Father  of  lies:  fince  it  is  diradly  oppofiteto  the1  Spirit  Exhort.ad 
and  v fPordofTruth,vehld\eviiovncthcvery  man,  ( efpeciaRy  &entesfoK8* 
the  chtldren  of  God)  ; * to  fpcake  no  Ices  ; to  put  away  lying  : * to  ^ ^ acjvcrfn 
refufe  prof  have  and  Oldwives  fables  }witb  all  id/ejabulotu  tales  Gentcs : lulius 
land  babblings : x to  bate  all  fitch  who  delight  in  lying  vani- 
ties ; and  to  /peaky  nought  elfe  but  truth ; - becaufe  Vchofoe-  nar™^  Rehgb 
ver  loveth  and  makfth  a lie,  Jhall  be  excluded  the  new  Urn-  onum.lib. 
falem,  and  have  his  portion  in  that  lake  whifb  burnetb  with  fire 
and  brimfionefor  ever  : Sin c&  fundry  of the  Fathers  recorded  ^uth0rs  quo^ 
in  the  margent,have  abundantly  condemned  all  forts  of  lies  \ tedinpag.  76. 
as  well  officious,  fabulous  and  fporting>as  pernicious  : And  fince  /(liberates  O- 
divers  c Pagan  Authors  hatte  pofitintly  cenfured , all  ludicrous  Nl  ^ 

lies  and  poems  compofed  mslifor  delight  5 we  cannot  but  Tub  ^pTJtarchi  * 
feribe  unto  the  Maior,as  an  undoubted  truth,  and  fa  by  con-  Solon, and  De' 

Audiendrs 

'poetislib.Diogenes  Laertius  lib.l.Solon.Dionyfius.Halicar.  Antr’q.  Kom.  1.  2-  fe&yl 
Jdacrobias  De  Somno  Scipionis  lib.  I.  cap.  2.  p.  20.  Horace  dc  Arte  Poctka.lib# 
2 Fabula:,F igrnenta,&c.Tcrcntius.io  Andris, Enuchi,  Adclphi,&  Hecy rx  P r elogoo 
Plautus, in  Amphitru:  & Captiuei  Prologo.Euripides,mHecubs,Oreftis,Phaniirar, 
Argumento.  Sopboclis  Aiax  flagellatus, Hecuba  jocc.  Argnmentum.  Horace  de  Arte 
Poctica.  pag.^o7.3o8.accordingIy.  r Rom.^^.Iohn  i i4.cap«3 . 3 3 . cap.  14.1* 
f Iohn  8.44  A&s  5.3.  t Iohn  iy  .26.cap.16.i3 . > Iohn \y \\fl  Cor.  6.7# 
Colofl*.i.y.Fphef.i4i3.  2;Tina.2.if„  x Levit.19.1 l.Ephcf.4* 2?*  Zech.  8. 16* 
2cph.3  .i3.  y 1 Tim. 4.7,2  Tim.2  itf.Titus  3.9.  x Pfal.3 l.6?Ephef.4. 2y. 
« Rcu.  2l.8«cap*22.i5.Ier.9.3  . y . b Auguftine  De  Mendacio  ad  Confenfiura  r 
Quxftionesluper  Lcviticum  1.  ? .Qujt’ftCS.&Epiftola  1 9.  Ambrofeferroo.44.Balili:= 
ns Kegul*  contra&.Reg^tf^ieron.ThcodoretjChryfoftorne,  RemigiuS,  PrimaFus, 
Theopbyla&,Haymo,Beda,and  AnfelmusirtEphefd.ty  .Bernard. De  Interior!  Domo 
caj>.43,&  de  gratia  Sc  Iibero  Arbitr.col  916.  c Fabuhequarum nomen indicatfald 
profelsionenjjauttantum  conciliard.vauribus  voluptatis  auditum  mulcent  velut  Co- 
mediae  j hoc  totum  fabularum  genus  quod  folum  aurium  delicias  prefitetur,  e facrario 
fuo  in  Hutricum  cunas  fapienti.v  tra&atus  elimirat  .Mstcrebtus  De femno  Scip.l.l.c,z*See 
FluUrcht  Solon. accordingly.  Per  femendaciu  malum  eft,&  vituperandu.^r//?.  Ethic. to 
<4-  cap.y,PUto  Legum.Z)tAlo,i.1A entire fervilc eft^dignumq; apud  omnes homincsodio^ 
icne  mediocribiis  quidem  reruisignofcendum.^/^Mr.D^  Ltbejerum  Educations ltb* 
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^.Mendacium  Sequence  to  che  Conclusion  too.  Since  therefore  Stage  - 
non  pofTurrms  playes  are  d but  merry  lie*  ; and  fince  e Saint  Ambrofet  in- 
tan  turn  mod  o forraes  us ; that  all  tbofe  who  lone  a ltey  aYe  the  children  of  the 
cflc,quando  Dcvttljhe  Father  of  lies ; let  this  caufe  us  to  detefi  all  faba- 

p fox  imu  slain  leji6  lying  Stageplayes3as£ the  very  fnares  and  traps  of  Satan y 
tftim  falfum  ab  f°r  ^eare  wc  Provc  the  Divels  of-ipring,  who  hath  no  inhc~ 
feiente  did-  ritance  but  Hell  toieaYeus.^ 

tur,proculdun 

jbiomcndaci^ 

cm  eft,fiueiilo  quifquanijfiiie  nemo  Ixdaiur.AnguJf.QiixQ:  fijper  Leuit.l.$  .quarft 
Tom.^pan.i.p.l^tf.  e Cavetcfratres  mendacitim,  quia  omnes  quiamantmenda^ 
eium  fili;  Hint  Diaboli^qui  non  folummendax  eft^fed  etiam  Sc  Pater  Sc  inventor  ipfi* 
nsmendaci;  : Ambrof (erme.q^-.  f QuvautemPoetK  de  Di/sfcripferunt,  merasins 
fignefquenuga*  continentiajVerbigratia^fabulasinhoneftasac  fardas,  malorum  genio- 
lum  dQ^rinas/abuIas  inquam,,tum  rifii,tum  lacrymis  dignas  : omnia  t&nquam ia* 

queos  Sc  dec ipu las  aye rfa re ♦ Na zjcn^cn<*d  Se’eucum i o £3 » 


^Dentr.iS;  AcTVS2.  S C.E  N A Qv  I N T A. 

58.Pfa!#89- 

^ *Apud  enim  ’E^^y/hefabje^l  matter  of  Stage-playes  is  oftimes  im* 
liomines  offi- ^ pious,  facrilegious,  blafpemouf,  and  that  in  fundry  re* 
«iofis  religio*  fpe$S. 

ipfi  Di;S>  Firft,in  that  the  faered  names  of  God  the  Father , Sonne^ 

tantum  verum  and  holy  Ghoft  (which  S ought  not  to  fa  mentioned  but  with 
etiam  nomina  reverence  and  holy  feare)uc  frequently  recited  on  the  Stage^ 
£mvene-  ( t0°  prophane,  too  impious  a place  for  fuclrdreadfull  holy 
randa : quan  - names  to  cornc  intojand  that  in  a facrilegious3blafphemou$, 
tumque  eft  in  ridiculous,  impiousfporting  manner \y  to  their  great  difho- 
n@ur  and  h pollution.  Hence  was  that  paisionate  exclamation 
©f  Clemens  Alexandrimss  againft  the  Gentiles  : 1 0 impte* 
tie:  yon  have  made  theTheater  heaven  : you  have  made  God 
himfelfe  an  AFt ; that  which  is  holy  h me  yon  alfo  derided  un- 
bus  dignitatis,  der  theperfon  <?/Divels \yon  have  luft folly  and filthily  polluted 
Awobius  ad. 


ipfis  quicen- 
fentur  his  no* 
minibus,  tan - 
?um  dTe  par 
«ft  in  eorum 
appellationi- 


^erf  GentesJ.^p. i?<j,  h Ier.£4„i6,  48.1  r.  i O iirpiewsi  feenam  ccelum 

feciftis,&  Dcusyobisfaftiis  eftaftus:  Sc  quod  fan  ft  um  eft  Da’monorumperfonis  in 
Comadialudificati  eftisi  vsruna  Dei  cukumacreligionem  Dajmonum  fuperftitione  1L- 
feidinGS?  Si  cbfovne  inquinantes.  Or  W AdhortM  Gents* fi>U  $ E* 
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Religion  and  the  true  worfbipofGod,  With  the  fuperftition:  of 
Devils.  Hence  was  it,  that  TertuUsan  in  his  booke,  Deft** 

Bacalls  cap^.ChryJoft.  homilie  3 8v  on  Matthiw : Salvian 
De  Gubsrpatioue  Deiitb.6.  thek third Ceuncell of  Carthage.  . 

Canon  1 1 ♦with  fundry  others , did  long  fince  ftile  all  Stage-  cil.Tom/i/ 
players,1  Bla/phemers:  becaufe  they  did  not  onely  mderide,  p.504.  and 
abufe 3and perforate  their  ewne  Idol-gods  upon  the  Stage ? for  BimusTom^r 
961V6  *£*  Chri/lians  taxed  them : but  likewife  n blajphemauf-  5 3 * 

^ proyhane3  fatyricalty  traduce  the  very  [acred  names  of  God  /BlafphemL 
the  Father, Sonne3a*d  Holy  Choftfa  their  publikeEnterludcs ; **  auc C v 

whence  the  Fathers  laid  no  lefle  then  blafphemy  to  their  qVfntama/c* 
charge.  A finne  to  frequent  in  our  moderne  Stage-playes,  ftesputanda 
where  thefe  dreadfull  names(to  our  fhame,F  laves  ruine  be  cft?  adcJ 
it  written)aremcftdefperately  prophaned,m©&  Atheifiical-  piis>filuditur 
ly  biafphemed^  Witneffe  our  owne  late  religious  °Sta-  inthcatris^ 
tuteysftertio  Iaccbi  chapter  2 1.  Where  our  Sever algne  Lord  E£9ullla;c 
the  Kingj  together  with  the  Lords  Spirituall  and  Temporally  pcenasviohui 
and  Commons  in  that  Parliament  affembledyfor  the  preventing  numinis  pen- 
and  auoydivgrf  the  great  ahufe  of  the  holy  name  of  God  in  dunt/ed.ho- 
Stage-play  es  and  Interludes^  hich  then  grew  common,  en-  k^datione1 
a$ed  this  pious  Law  ( which  is  p fddome  or  never  put  in  ex-  difeedunt. 
scut  ion,  becaufe f eve  elfe  but  fuch  who  delight  in  blajphemy , and  ?* 

therefore  are  unlikely  to  prove  informers  againft  it ; re  fort  to  2*1 /nk  ali/* 
Stagc-playes;  )That  if  at  any  time  or  times  after  that  Stffi-  pi/rideantut* 
c»  of  Parliament  deter  mined ,any  per  [on  or  perfons  in  any  Stage-  in  theatr!s> 
play,  Enttrlttit , May-game,  or  Pageant  [hottld  jeflingly  or  ranturTntem- 
prophanely  jpeakc  or  ufe  the  holy  Name  of  G O D,  erofpHs  ■ necali;s 
Shrift  I e ftn, or  of  the  holy  GheJf,or  of  the  T 'inity, which  are  not Illdo!  exbilKa“ 
iobeffoktn  But  w<tb  feart  and  reverence  j that  for- every  Jack  busTi^ST 

immolatis* 

Civ.DeiIi.<J.c«(j4Seelib.2.<:.3.to.io.IuliusFiri«kusDeErr&reprofanarumReligio- 

num.  Tcrtullian  and  Cyprian  Defpe&acirffe.  Clemen*  Alexandr.O  rat.  Adhort  ad 
Gentcs.  Arnobias  Advcrf.GertesIib,  ? .4.  7.  Nazienzcn  ad-Sducum,  pa«MotfV 
J/iiroicius Felix Oftavms.  Salvian  De  Guber.Deil.tf.Plauti Amphitruo, Prolog/ 
See  Scene  3.  accordingly,  * See  Scene  <5.  accordingly 3 Iacobicap.  21.  p Nec 
quifcuiara  fuerat  quiin  ea  federa  animadyertebat,  propterea  quod  ex  yiris  erauibusefe 
boneftis  nemo  lilac  audebat  acccdcre,  Eujebius  de  y,ta  Cenfitmwt,  lifr,  3 > . 


no 


Part.; 


•7  c^m  en.irn  offence  by  him  or  them  committed the  or  they  Jhould  forfeit  <1  ten 
turinpTinci-5  P0**^  The  one  moitie  thereof  to  the  Kings  Afajefiie  y his 
pcm  patriae  Heires  and  Succeffors : the  other  moitie  thereof  to  him  that  wiU 
bonum  atllue  fue  for  the  fatpe  in  any  Court  of  Record  in  Wefiminfler , wher- 
tan  to  eft  ins  tn  n0  Ef°>g** or  wfiitr  ofLawfhall  he  allowed.  A fufficient 
dignius,  quan^  evidence  to  teftifie  the  execrable  blarphcmy  of  our  dome- 
to  a ventate  ft  jcke  Enccrludc$;{ince,r  ev  malis  moribsu  optima  oriuntur  le« 
vita  illius  alie-  £es : emet1dart  qttam  peceare pollen  us  eft* 

rnstqux  Secondly,as  thefe  Sacred  names,  even  To  the  Hiftories, 
cfafiifficwnt5  Texts, and  facrc(*  paflages  ofholy  Scripture  ( which  {(hould 
cum  Dc  o fit*  not  fi  MHG^  scorns  within  the  polluted  lips  ofgracelejfe  Attors, 
ifta tam nefa?  efpe  dally c in  /ports , in. places ofpropbanneffe ) are  oft-times 
^inr.’r1?5*  mo^  Athciftically,irreJigioufly,b!arphcmoufly  a&ed , vtte- 
d*&jt£eCm.  red*prophaaed;,derided,mif-applied,  jeftedat,  and  fported 
Z>e*l.i,c.9.  * with  in  Stage-playes.  This v ^Authors t this  experience  large- 
r Corn.Taci-  lyteftifie,to  the  griefeof all  good  Chriftians,  andifehisbee 
Tckr  5 not  fufficient,  we  haue  the  exprefle  Authority  of  an  Ad  of 
/P&l'$o.i<r9  Parliament , even  x of  34  and  35  of  Henry  the  8.  chapter  1. 
i7*  . which  irrefragably  confirases  this  truth.  Now  for  Chri- 

ftiatis  thus  to  abufe  the  Word  of  God,  and  Scripture  Hifto- 
, fciencejlib.3 . n’es  on  the  Stage,  what  is  it  but  the  very  height  of  allimpie- 
cap4.fea.4.  tie,  which  well  deferves  Gods  heavieft  judgetneats : It  is 
«v  m ."Norths  7 fioried^fTheopompw  an  hifiorian , and  of  Th  to  debits  a Tra - 
3>?ooIcc  T rea-  gtdian ; That  Cjod fi  rucks  the  one  of them  with  madnejfe  , the 
^la^c  other  blindnejfcfor  a feafon : the  one , for  inferting  a part 

and  enter ludcc  of  UWofes  facred  writing  into  his  propbane  fiory ; the  other  of 
p.$  iM  .Stubs  them  for  intermixing  fome  pajfages  and  hifioriet  of  the  old  Tc* 
flAintnt  hi*  laftivioui  Play-Poems ; neither  were  they  re- 
p.  1 02. The  3.  floredto  their  fighter  fenfes , till  they  had  particularly  repented 
siaftofRe-  of this  their  wicksdneffe.  If  then  thefe  Pagans,  for  thefe  their 
andthweers Scriprurc  prophanatioas  did  undergoe  fc  fharpe , fo  exem- 
p.79. 80.10^  plary  a judgement ; what  a fevere  punifhment  maythofe 
io^-TliePre-  Chriftian  Play-Poets, Adors  and  Spectators  boke  for,  who 
pjaftifeof  wilfully  prophane  thofe  facred  Scriptures  on  the  Stage,  by 

Piety, accer-  „ . 

dingly.  * H.H.S.c.r.  j Arifteas,hiftoria,7o.faer*  fcripturannterpretum 

Bibl.Patrum.Tora  i.p,i2.F .G.M.  Stubs  his  Anatomie  of  Abufes.p.ios.M. North-* 
Irookeagainft  Y^nePteKS  andEnterUides.p.  j 2% 

which 
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which  they  muft  be  * fanttificd  and  dtreQed  now  , and  a j udged  ^ P^al.i  1 9) 
at  the  lafi  ? What  a ftupcudious  impietie  , a defpcrate  blaf-  gX^17 
phemy  and  prophannelfe  is  it , for  men,  for  Chriftians,  to  *iohn  12.48. 
turnc  the  moft  foriotu  Oracles  of  Gods  [acred  Word  into  Rom.2.12.1^ 
4 P/^,aIeft,aFablc,a  Sport,a  May-game  ? to  temper  the  ^convenb 
epurefl  Scnptnres  with  themoftobfeene  lafcivious  Play-untlyr*.  Quo 
Poems,  that  filthinefle  ©r  prophannefle  can  invent  ? to  pel-  mufatendis? 
lute  thofe  facred  hiftories  on  the  Theater,  f the  veryhoufe  and 
Synagogue  of  the  Bevill,vjh  ich  the  fan&ifying  Spirit  of  God  fermones  Des 
hath  forever  confecrated  and  e bequeathed  to  the  fhureh  of  orum,&iaag- 
God ? to  make  the  'Sinfaylngjhe  Luf -mortifying,  % S oule-  tT^epami* 
converting  Word  of  God,  the  h onely  evidence  of  our  falvation ; Horace  c*rm* 
amcere  Pander  to  mens  beaftly  lufls3their  ribaldrous  mirth,  • 

their  graceleffe  wits, and  carnall  jollity ; yea,  a meere  inftru-£  pra*i  .T9.g3 
ment  to  the  very  DeviH  himfslfe  % who  rules  in  Stage  plajes ; pfal.i  1 9. 140 
and  fo  an  obfignationef  their  jufi  damnation,  Doubtlcffe,  ^Seepa.io.#: 
asthedamnableneffe  ©fthismoft  execrable  impietie,(which  eiTinuy.itf 
is  next  ofkinne  to  that  1 unpardonable  fin ne  of  Blafrhemy  ^-EpheHj.io,  ° 
gainfl  the  holy  Ghoft , tbem  Author  of  the  Scriptures')  tranf-/*  €or,io.^ 
cends  my  narrow  exprcffions;  fo  theeternall  tormens  a- J9  ^ 
lotted  to  it,doe  furpafle  menslargeft  thoughts.  And  yet  it  h 2 pet.  1.4. 
now  a$s  iCs  Part  fo  frequently , fo  plaufibly  on  the  Stage,  i9-A&s2tf« 
that  many  ceafe,  not  onely  toapprehend  no  finfulneffe,  no 
danger  in  it,butalfodeeme  it  worthy  ©f  their  beft  applaufe.  i See  here  A<aa 
Alas, with  what  face  or  confidence ; with  what  joy  or  hope  2 p-47:to* 

can  fuch  heare  or  reade  the  Scriptures  in  the  Church , who  4t«na?bus 
thus  actually  *frephanetbem,  or  heare  them  thusprophaned  dek&antw? 
in  thePlay-houfc  ? With  what  affurance  can  they  call  upon  Drones, & 
the  NameofGod,ofChrift  for  mercy  at  the laf^  who 
Rightfully  refort  unto  thofe  Theaters  , where  they  are  fre-  debet  intended 
quently  blafphemcd  and  prophaned  now?  Can  any  thus  leludicrisin 
abufe,  pollute  Gods  holy  Name , or  Word ; and  yet  hope  ^onwEfe- 
for  confolation,for  abfolution,  for  falvation  from  them  at  the  &antur .Alex* 

under  Tabriz 

cius  DeflruflorMn  Vtciorum,part  4 , cap.  2 p."B.  2.  £ Prou.  13. 15.  Xom.2«y.8.9<, 
/ M^tth. 12. 31. 32.M^rke  ? *28,29,^0*  1 Tira.i  20«  m 2 Pet,  I.  20, 21.  * Ee 
quoniana  ridere  noftrani  fidem  confueviftis,  atque  ipfam  credulitatem  facetiis  ioculari- 

bas lancinare,dicitc  O feftiYi,&faturatipotu,&c,^r0f£«*#9^.<7*»/«»/i^2t£^.  ?atr> 

hah 


112 


Hiftrio-Mafiix. 


Part.  i. 


iaft  ? Can  any  thus  blafpheme  the  Name  of  God,  ofChrift, 
orpatientlyindure  the  audience  ©f  fuch  blafpemies  as  are 
belched  out  againft  them  oruhe  Stage;  and  yet  dare  to  in- 
a-Gal.tf.7.  vocate  them  in  their  greateR  exigencies  ? Certainly,  n God 
c lam.  1 7,  rviH  not  f hr  if  will  not  thus  be  mocked ♦ Let  not  fuch  blafphe- 

pfal.  1 1 .6.  mcrs  then  as  thefc  0 expett  any  thing  from  Gods  hands , bat 

Rom, 2,  .9.  4th, & vengeance, the  oneiy  portion  of  their  Cupyi  nltflethcy 

fpeedily  repent  of  chefe  their  damnable, prophane , blafphc- 
^SceMiflTale  mous  Stage-playes,  which  thus  abufe  the  facred  Scriptures, 
-Romamim.  jn  a tranfeendent  manner. 

PontWcialc  ^ Thirdly ,as  the  hiftoycali  paffages  of  the  Old  Tcftamcnf, 

Ceremoniale  fo  the  hiftorie  ofChrifts  death,  and  the  celebration  of  his 
Romanum  blefled  Sacraments , areoftt;mes  prophaned  in  theatrical! 
Bookes^De * enterlude$,efpecially  by  Popifh  Priefts  and  lefuites  in  for- 
MiiTa,&.Ris  raigne  parts : -P  who,  as  they  have  turned  the  Sacrament  of 
brnn^MiP  C^'h  body  and  blood  mo  a Maffe-play ; fo  they  have  likc- 
fam . D .Rei-  wife  transformed  their  cJlPaJfe  it -felfe ^together  with  the  whole 

nolds  Over-  fiory  ofChrifis  birth, his  lifrjhis  Eafiion , and  all  other  parts  of 
throw  of  Eccle(iaflicall  few  ice  into  Stage-playes , This,  not  one- 

p^luDoa?  ly  °SProtefiant  Writers, but  even  their  owne  Records^ where 
Beard  of  An.  the  Index  Epurgatorim  hath  not  dipt  their  tongues)  doe 
largely  teftifie,  to  their  fhame.  tAneas  Silvius  > furnamed 
B.Iewel,Mor-  1 P°Pe  thefecond ; as  the  Records  of  himfelfe,  2 that 
Key, Sutcliffe,  he  was  much  given  to  W'ine , to  Vinery , Belly-cheere  and  other  " 
White  and  beaflly  Infs,.  3 and  that  he  begot  a Bafiard  fenne  on  the  body 
others, in  their  °fAn  Engltfh  woman  ythofe  chafiity  he  oft  folicited  before  bee 
T rfatifes.is  could  prevail* ; in  which  fall  jvhich  fenne  of  his  , he  much  re - 

gamftthc  ^ joyced , as  his  owne  Epiftle  witneffes:  fuch  was  his  Pins  j 

Papall  chaftitie.  So  he  is  not  afhamed  to  pubfifh  to  the 
y d . Remolds  world  ; that  in  his  younger  yeeres  4 he  penned  the  wanton  Co~ 
^tage^a^s^  of  Crifdyvith  other  amorous  Eoems : and  ia  his  elder 

pltfl.&De 

Idolol.Kom.  E cdeiiad.  2 .c.  } <fe&. 2945, 403  .DoR.Beard  of  Antichrifhpart.3  .cap.  8< 
fe£t»4.  and  the  Statute  of  1 Edw.6.c  i 1 SeePlatina,Anaftatius,Hopperus,  Stella, 
Tritemius  and  Antoninus,in  vita  Pi;  fecundi  and  /Entx.  Sylvii  perfixed  to  his  Workes. 

- Epiftol.lib.l.Epift.15.23. 45, 50. and 92  inter  operafaa,  Bafilca:  i f$i.  3 Epift, 
iib4X#  S PaS*S  1 0^5 1 1 « 4 8$9* 


Part.  i. 


Htftrio-Mdftix.  1 1 $ 

dayesin  honour  of  Corpus  ChriftiFeaft,  be  caufed  a Shew  or  $ Comnaens 
Stage-play  to  be alled^  5 wherein  was  reprefented  the  Court  tarioramde 
of  the  King  of  He  Men,  and  Cod  the  Father  fitting  in  Majefiie: 
together  wtth  God  the  Sonne  £ O blafphcmic,Oprophannefle  Nonncin  fpc- 
beyond  all  expretfion  ) offering  up  the  bleffed  Virgin  his  fe^^Cor 
Mother.  taken  out  of  her  fepulchre,  mto  his  At  email  Father,  pCorijJchrifK 
What  wickednefie,what  blafphemie  like  to  this,  as  thus  to  fe  honoraffe 
Deifie  a F layer,  and  to  bring  the  very  Throne,  the  Ma  jefty 
of  God  himfelfe,  yea,  the  perfons  of  the  etcrnall  Father,  dus,  allaTegi* 
Sonne,and  God  of  glory  on  the  Stage?But  peace,it  was  aa  «e  lefli*  expref- 
vn-erring  Tope  that  didst,  and  fo  pcrchanccir  was  6 A“cjnoratur> 
firms  at  ail  in  him ♦ Honor  ins  Augufiodunenfis,  an  Author  of  MaiefiateDc* 
lonie  credit  among  the  Romanics,  in  his  Booke,  P De  An-  *s  %'  virffi- 
ticjHo  fiitu  Mtffarum.iib.  1 .cap.  83 . the  title  of  which  chap- 
ter  i s,T)e  T ragadijs  s to  fignifie  to  the  world,  that  the  Po-  "h™ 
pifh  Lftiaffeis  now  no  ocher  but  a Tragicke  Flay , writes  tom  &tcrm 
thus,  ^ U^ee  wttft  know  tha  t thofe  who  rehearf td  T rage  dies  on  . 

Theaters, did  reprefent  mto  the  people  by  their  gefiures  .the  atts  tUr*?  Ergo  & 
of  fighters.  So  our  Tragedian  ( thus  hath  he  filled  the  Maffc-  biftrio,  perfo- 
frieft 3how  aptly  the  enfuing  words  enforme  us  ) reprefents  n?m 
unto  the  Chriflian  people  by  bis  geftures.  the  comb  ate  of  Chrtfi  p^rTsreS- 
in  the  Theater  of  the  Church , and  inculcates  into  them  the  vi-  rc ns.Deus 
ciory  of  his  Redemption.  Therefore  when  the  Presbyter 
faith .{Pray ye  ,)ho  atieth  or  expreffeth  Chrifi.who  was  cajl  in - ? 

to  an  agony  for  us  .when  he  admonifhed  his  Apofi/es  to  pray. By  d.  Remolds  De 
his  fecret  filence.be/ignifieth  Chrtfi  led  to  the  J laughter  as  a 
Lambe  without  a voyce.  By  the  fir  etching  out  of  his  hands,  \4aiib.i.°e^ 
he  denotes  theextenjion  of  Chrtfi  upon  the  Croffe.  By  the  Song  feft.  29,^.403 
of  tbcTraface,  he  expreffeth  the  cry  of  Chrtfi , hanging  vpon 

endo  vitia}velprohibendovirtutes,tentturEccIefia  credere  vitia  eflevirtutes,&:  virtutes 
malas^ifivellet  contra  confcienram  peccare.  Bellar.  1.4,*  De  Rom.Pontif.c.^.C^feri- 
nsDe  pot  eft. VontJ. I . c.  2 3 . numb .1 6 .Merer? orke for <t  Majfe-Vriefl.  ttum .S \ pdg.lq.. 
r In  Bibliotheca  Patrum  Colonic,!  6 1 8, Tom.  1 2. pars  I pag,To?S.  q Sciendum, 
quod  hi  qiii  Trag.ydiasin  Theatris  recitabant5aftuspugnanuutngefl:ibiis  populo  re- 
prxDnta'bart.  SicTragicus  noflerpugnam  Chrifli  populo  Chriflkno  in  Theatro 
Ecclefi.y  geftibus  fuis  rfpnvlentatjeiquevi^oriara  rederr.ptionisfu#  inculcat.  Itaque 
cum  Presbyter  (Oratc}iicic,Chrifhim  pro  nobis  magoniapofitunrcxprirnit,  cum  Ass 
poflolosoraremonuit.PerfccrctUm  lilentiuniyfignificat  Chriflumvelutagnum  finevos 
cc  ad  v’fiimam  du&um.Per  mariuumexpanfioncni;ddignat  Chrifli  in  cruce  exrcnfio- 
ne.Pcr  caiitii  pr^fationis^exprimit  damorc  Chrifli  in  cruccpendctisj&c,  Idem  Ibidem. 
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r Atqui  mos 
nunc  ell, quo 
tempore  fa 


tbsCrofja,crc>  Loe  here  a Roman  Majfe-prscft  becomes  a 
Player 5 and  in  Read  of  preaching , of  reading  , a6h  Chrifts 
Pallion in  the  Made ; which  this  Author  Riles,  a Tragedy. 
Lodovtctu  Vtvcs  complains,  x that  it  was  ibecujron re  of  the 
Priefis  and  Papifls  in  his  age  , when  <u  the  folemnstyefChriJh 
cruVc  Tebra?  death  was  celebrated , to  exhibit e PUyes  unto  the  people,  not 
tur  Chrifli  much  different  from  thofe  ancient  Pagan  Enterludes  ; of 
mjThumanum  v^jic^  Pra^fi  (faith  he  )though  I fay  no  more,  whofoever  [hall 
Iiberantis,lu^  hear  e Joe  will  repute  it  dtfcommsniable  enough,  even  in  this  rc- 
tlos nihil  pro-  gar dy that  Tlayes fhonldbe made inathtngmefi fa  iota,  Then 
fllis  veteribus  1*$**  **  tended,  uttering  themofl fooltfh  things  he  can  devife , 
diHerentcs  pos  whiles  he  betray  eth  Ckrtft,  There  the  ' Dtfciplssflie  y the  foul - 
puloexhibere:  diers  pur  firing  them , and  that  net  without  the  dir  if  on  and 
nondixeroa-  baughterfboth of  the  Attors and  Spectators.  There  Peter  cuts 
tis  turpeexs  e] ffthe  sare  of  Adalch us  ,t  he  ignorant  multitude  applauding  him, 

sftimabjt  quif-  M iffy  this  meaner  the  captivity  ofChrtfl  were  /efficient  ly  re- 
?uios  fieri in  ve*ged.  And  a little  after, he  who  had  fought- fo  valiantly , he- 

re maxime  tug  affrighted  with  the  aueftious.  of  one  little  Girle , denies  hie 
Maficr,the  multitude  deriding  in  the  meant  time  the  Maide 
quam  poteft  x^at  ^tfliorts  him, and  htjfing  at  Peter  who  denies  him.  Among 
ineptifsima  ia-  fo  many  T layers,  among  fo  many  Jhoutes  and  ridiculous  fiole- 
Ch°rlff»mm  rt€S  ^ onety  **  fert  ohs  and  grave  : and  when  as  bee  endea- 

prodit.  Ibi  witrs  to  eheiate  forrowfall  affecltcns ; I know  not  by  what 

-Oifcipuli  fa-  meaner,  not  there  onely,but  Itfywife  at  the  Sacraments  and  holy 
hu^-rif  Ordinances  he  waxetb  cold,  with  the  great  wiefydneffe  and  im- 

teusnec^fine*  P*eXy>neX  fi  much  of thofe  who  behold  or  aEh  thefe  things, as  of  the 
c3chinnisa£lo.  Priefis  ^ wle  appoint  thefe  things  to  be  done » Loe  here  their 
yum  <5 c fpe<ft  as 
torum.lbi  Pe- 
trus auriculam  refeindit  M aleho?aopIaudente  pullata  turba.,e?u  ita  vindicetur  Chrifli 
^aptivitas.  Et  poflpaulum,  quitam  ftrenuemodo  dimicarat , rogationibusvniusans 
siliute  territus  abnegat  magiftrum,  ridente  mukirudine  ancillam  interrogantem  , & 
eribilante  Petrum  negantem.  Inter  tot  lu&mtcs , i rer  tot  cachinnos  & ineptias  fo- 
bs Chrillus  eft  ferius  6 c leverus  : curnque  arreftusconatur  m.xflcs  elicere , nefcio  quo 
pafto,  nonibitantum,  fed  etiamadfacrafrigifacit , magno  fcelere  atque  impietare, 
non  tam  eorurn  qui  vcl  fpe&ant  vel  agunt,quam  facerdotum  qtiieiafmodi  fieri  curant, 
LodeytcusVnpes.  Net  Ain  Atfptifhnum  De  .De\J\b.8.cAp.zy.D  Sec  FrancisDe 
Croyhisfirft  Confirmity.  chap.i?  pag,  48, and  D,  Reynolds  overthrow  of  Stage- 
playcs.p.  10 1 taccordingly. 
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owne  Author  declaiming  againft  Popifh  Prielts  for  their 
frequent  a$ing  of  Chrifts  Paffion  , iti  the  very  felfe-fame 
manner , as  the  Pagans  of  Old  did  vfe  to  a#  the  lives  and 
pradfiies  of  their  Dcvill-gods.  A fufficient  tertimony3  how 
little  Paprfts  really  cftimace  the  bitter  Paffion  of  our  blef- 
led  Saviour,  fince  they  make  a common  Play  or  paftime  of 
it.  This  pafTage  of  hath  fo  offended  tbehiftrionicali 
Mafle-Pricfts,  chat r (fafpar  ftfuiroga  in  his  Index  Expnrga-  /EodendlK 
turtles, commands  it  to  be  expunged  out  of  all  new  Impreffions  inS  choliis 
cf Saint  Auguftine7znd  the  Divines  of  Lovan , in  their  Ini-  caP'17>  Dele* 
preflion of Sainr ^Auguftines W srkes,  Antwerpe  1575.  and  b^At^ui^os 
in  other  or  their  Editions  fince  that  time3  have  razeed  it  out  nunc  cftp&c. 
accordingly , that  fo  they  might  frill  proceed  to  h-St  Chrifts  v^ue  ad 
P afEon  without  control!  To  pafTe  by c loatmes  Langbecru-  don hjTdlT 
1?/^, a Popifh  Author,  who  makes  mention  of  this  playing  Librorum  Exz 
of  Chrifts  fufferings , and  Teenies  for  to  approve  it.  As  al- 
To  to  pretermit  the  v Statute  ofprimo  Edw.6.cbap,  1. which  \ Dcvita‘& 
informesus,  That  divers  Papifts  bad  then  of  Ute  marvel-  honefiaceEo 
huflj  abufedyont empt notify  depraved  ydeff?ifed and  reviled, t he  afticorum 

?no(i  holy  Sacrament  of  (fhvifl s body  and  blood  yn  f undry  rimes,  j TdA^c.u 

fong$fPlayes,and  left  s ; calling  it  by  fttch  vile  and  nnfeentely  *Apud  Surium 
vpoi  ds  as  Chriftian  eares  doe  much  abhorre  to  heave  rehear  fed:  Tom«4,p.8  >3  * 

an  uparalleld  blafphemy  and  prophannefle : The  provirci - yNihilprope 

all Popifh*  Councell  of  Colen  under  Adolphus , in  the  yecre  tamfan&um 
1 $$?•**?*■  ‘Ij.and2i.  not  ondy  impliedly  allowts  the  9,u0^ecti!a- 
a6iing of  (acred  hiftories, but  likewifeexprefly  Records;  numvanitas 

That  when  as  the  C hurch  carrycd  about  tl?e  confecrated  hofte  non  trahat  in 
of  Chrifls  body  and  blood  in  long  procejfnns  (the  reafon  of  'Mhm.fli- 
which  proccfTions  are  there  at  large  expr tiled  ) the  [ocular  faarocorpo- 

• 1 ris  Chrifti 

qui  dum  qu^rcret faiutem  noftramin  mediopopuli  verfam*cfh&  ynirerfalem  Iud*at»  • 
U lAvit>docens,&  egrotosfanansj  difeipub's  concomitantibus  : Guamobrcni 
a imagines eornm  qui  vefligia c/us  fecudfunt,  firnul  circutns 

1--C3!^esi ^os  r,u5c  4:13111  ipfo  regnare  & tduinpbare  in  coclis.  Qua:  me=' 
f 7ucunda  & V erum  hue  faiciilarishominum  ftultorum  vani- 

bdfnmnr«r^a<^?1^en2m!am^l’roP^,an*  ^ fcttrrlies  magno  flrcpitu,acquafi  ad 
non  rn Jr  ^ urn. mpanapulfantur,  8c  oclofa  fpe&acula  eduntur , rebus ifli* 

MaftlLsWdtc^Sfi85  dele,aatus'a  rcbns  Wx  proeeflione  aguntur  auotanm 
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* A pud  Bo  - vanity  of  worldly  men  did  creepe  into  thofe  proceffions ; in  fis 

chellii  Deere-  much  , that  they  joyned  mth  them  prophane  and  (currilous 
ta  Ecclcfia:.  Vlayes  with  a great  myfe  ; and  as  if  they  were  going  tv  Wane, 
jc^lcap , 2 0T2 1 ®rt4mmes  ar}d  Ftjfes  were  flrnckeup  y and  idle  (fcftaeles  which 
2 3 p.  1028.  fnite  not  with  thefe  things  were  exhibited : with  which  the peo - 
<•  See  Ormes  pig  being  delighted, they  were  wholly  avocatedfrom  the  things 
not  Pappus  ^one  *n  Proccjfm>  Whence  this  C ounce  ll  commands  all  Clergy 
a*&Polydor  men  to  abfent  them] elves  from  fitch  proceffions  , which  were 

V’ftgil.Dc  in-  turned  into  Playcs,  Yea,  the  Popifh  * Synodm  Carnot cn- 
Hb.5°c^?r.Urri  1 5 *$•&  Syncdus  Turonica.i 5,8  3 dnfornses  vs, That 

accordingly  Catholicke  Prieftsjin  the  dayes  of  the  firft  Alaffes  of  their  new 
v-tfalvacmTs  Presbyter  softer  their  tmrry  Feafis,  their  great  and  mb  allow- 

pafsio  ddneeps  banquets , did  goe  forth  in  publike  to  exhibitt  mofi  greffe 
nec  in  fac  ro  unchaftc  (fomadies  to  the  people : and  that  in  the  Feafi  of  Saint 
nolo  rfji  Nicholas  , Innocents  , and  on  other  Feflivals  , they  did  put  on 
tur,6cc,cf»s  'V.lfkrsyaud  aft;  fame  ridiculous  orfpolt/h  thing, (and  feme  times 


al.MedtoUz  the  Pajfion  of  our  Saviour  yor  of  theje  their  Saints  & Martyrs 
n*?le ; 1 • Con~  either  in  tbeirChnrcbes  or  fome  other  pi aceAt  is  true^that  Tome 
c^DeAftio-i  few  Italian  Bifhops,  being  afbamed  of  this  diabolicall 
nib  us  & te*  pra&ife  y ofthe  2 Paganizing  Church  of  Rome,  in  a&iog 
PfffotajtonK  Chrifts  Paffion,  did  in  a C ounce U at  Millaine  5 under  their 
ted  by  Ton'll'  Archbtfhop  Borrhomausjn  theyeare  of  our  Lord  3 1 5 66.  de» 
nesLanghe-  cree  for  their  ‘Province  \ a that  the  P a fiion  of  our  Saviour 
eyucius.  De  vi;  fhouldnot  he  hereafter  acted- in  any  facred  or  prophane  place 
*Ecdeflififcole  what  fever,  becaufi  of  the  fcandall  which  it  did  occafion  ; 
ruml.  2.c.  22,  But  yet  to  quit  the  credit  ©f  their  Church  which  might 
3 24. and  by  juftly  be  taxed  for  approving  this  ungodly  praehfe3  b they 
inhisOvcrc  Put  t~J*s  fatra  iM Te  uPon f°  execrable  a viHany ; that  the 
throw  of  afting  of  Chrifts  Paffion,  however  it  came  to  be  abn fed,  was 
Stage  - playcs  4 cuflome  rcligioufij praftifed  and  brought  tn  at  firfi : A moft 
? Turpiora  irreligious  evafion  of  ambitious  fpirits , who  would  rather 

funt  vitiacum  audacioufly  juftifie  their  greateft  e rrours  to  their  greater 
virtumm^pe-  infamy ; d then  ingeniouflj  acknowledge  them  to  their  praife, 

Hieronym.EpsflA^,  c Pie  intro&i&a  confuetudo  repraef  ntandi  populo  venerans 
dam  Chrifti  doaiinipaGionemj&c.  d Sed  qui  primas  non  potuit  habere  fapi entix, 
fecundas  habeat  partrs  modefti^ -ut  qui  non  valuit  omnia  impxnitenda  di cere,  fair: 
tem  pxniteat  quas  cognoyeut  dicenda  nonfriifTc,  A ugufhvi  Fro.ogui  in  Retraft  « Mr, 

But 


1*7 


Part.  i. 


Hiftrio-Mafti  x. 


But  bath  his  prtvinciall  C'ounotli, ot  * Synodsu  Carnotenfis,  *ApudBos 
2 5 ztf.and  Stnodm  Turotiicati  5 83.  which  are  much  to  the  «helImnMbi^ 
likecffe$,  abolifhed  this  abufc  out  of  the  Antichri&ian  20)^23: 
Church  of  Rome}  No  verily,  for  the  Icfuites  themfelves 
arenotafhamed  to  publifh  ro  the  world , e that  in  (lead  <?Epift,  iapa- 
of preaching  the  Word  of  God, the  fall  of  Adam  and  Eve 3 with  nK‘? 
their  exile  out  ofTaradift,  and  the  hiftory  of  our  Sav  bury  hey  Bongo?  DodL 
atted  and  flayed  them  among  their  Indian  Frofelites,  A true  Remolds  O- 
Iefuicicall.pra6hfe,  befeeming  well  this  biftrionicall  infer-  vcithrowd* 
mil  Society/^*  have  turned  the  very  truth  of  God  into  a lie , p.^fran^Dc 
and  the*  Whole fervice  of  God  into  an  Enter lude*  And  no  Romans Ecc 
wonder  is  it  that^apiftsand  Icfuites  transform  Chrifts  Paf-  IdoIoIas 

fion  into  a meerc  ridiculous  Stagc»play , f apra&ifeyet  in  ^29.0^0$ 
ufe  among  them,  efpecially  on  * Good-Friday- : ) fince  £ Pope  /Rom.i.25* 
Leo  the  tenth,  ( fuch  was  his  unerring  pious  blafphemy  ) re- 
futed  the  whole  hiftory  of  our  Saviour  3amesre  cheating  game-  vertunt^&Sns 
full  Fable;  as  we  may  juftly  fearejhefe  ailing  Priefts  and  ^wnDeiyct^ 
Icfuites  doe,or  eife  they  durft  pot  thus  to  play  it  * to  abide  hum*n1'^ 
it  as  we  fee  they  doe.  And**  ihey  thus  ad  the  facrcd  Paffi-  tramfomL. 
on  ofourbleffed  Saviour,  + D-Re,notit.  * 

dor  Virgil yBochellus,  os  Francis  de  Croy , maybe  credited) 
they all.  the  lives, 1 the  piracies, the  martyr  domes  torments  and  UntaiiA 
legions  of  their  Saints  ufon-their  filemne  Fefthah,.  and  that 
withintheir  Churches  in  thtir.  CMoihertovguc  * not  cut  of  any 
devotion  Jsnt  for  mirth  and  recreation  fake , after  the  manner 
of  the  ancient  Pagans,  Saint  ^nguftine^uung  of  the  ho.  (Merit  ca  de 
Hour  ( not  of  the  adoration , a thing  not  then  in  vfe)  .cl,rifio  fcto* 
Which  the  Chrift^as  gave-»k  Martyrs  in  bis  age;  in- 

notum , They 

of  t&it  bl*fPIjen)Ousl»ope  : apndBaUum.  Do  firittmhn  Britt  Centarfal 
* ty*"*®  thc^tmg  of  Chrifts  Pafc.on  at  L M'7n  HM^hen 
lay  therein  Gotd-friday  at  night,at  which  there  were  thoufandsDrefrnf  * n ‘ j 
in  lahn  Si cmei  Survey  of  London ^cap.  1 6.pa«%  142  l * S^°tfd 

^peftaculuna  edere  pooulo,recitare  Comadia^  itfmin  trt*  r " • Vj • n50rs  pridiorui^ 

^C^mutie.  Cap.J9.pag.48,  & Bod^D*$. 
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* Abfit.utccs  formes  us ; 1 that  they  did  neither  exhilerate  them  with  their 
os*habcant°"'  Cr>mei ; n'j1  let  *itb  filthy  Playesyvi'.h  which  the  Gentiles  did 
fen&isMar-  v finally  delight  their  Idol-gods , Yet  our  novellizingRoma- 
ryribusno^  nt  fa, (who  k vaunt  fo  much  of  antiquity  , though  their  whole 
men  D cos  non  Religion  ,{y^\\zv6n  c^ey  vmY  ^rot11  u0^  but  novelty)  aban- 
habemus^Ha  doning  the  pious  pra$ice  of  thefe  Primitive  Ghriftians, 
ex  parte  aude-  (confeious  to  themfelves  no  doubt, that  many  of  their  late 
Sicenfmnon  Canonized  Tthume- Martyrs^  were  no  other,  no  better 
conftituimus  then  the  devil-gods  of  Pagans,  J who  were  oft-times  deified 
off-ri! ^tcsf^c  fort^r  HOtori°tes  vilkviet , as  Popifh  Saints  are  for  their 
crifi^amarT  matchleffe  treafons  ; ) have  not  onely  m adored  them  ae 
tyribus  noflris  gods , ere$ing  templesto  their  names  and  worfhip  : but 
qma  incons  iikewife  foiemnized  their anniverfary  commemorations,by 
bimm jificb  perfonating  in  their  feverall  Temples,  the  blafphemous  Iv- 
tum  eft,  atquc  ing  Legends  of  their  lives  and  miracles,  ( fo  fit  for  no  place 
vmDeoran-  as  the  Stage  it  felfe)  in  fome  theatrical!  (Lewes;  adoring 
bimm°:  u t nee  ant*  honouring  them  intio  otheY  manner,  then  the  very  Pa- 
cr; minibus fti«  gans  did  their  Devil-gads,#Jf&  tdho  th^fe  hell-faints  *, are  mofi 
5S  , nec  ludis  aptly  nparaMd.  Such  hdnour,fbch  worfhip  give  the  Pa- 
n^obftfta5-  P*®  s co  0(jr  blcffed  Sa  viour,tb thefe  their  idolized  Salt's, as 
mus,vbi  vel  thus  to  turneyiot  onely  ° their  Priefis  into  players y fair  Tern- 
pies  yin  to  Theaters ; but  etf  entheirv^fy  mirac!^, lives, and 
n ^erings  inro  Playcs«  To  leave  the  PapWs^imd  clofe  tip 
fi  cum  bomii  this  Scene.  It  is  P recorded  of  one  Torphery  a ¥agan  Stages 
ncsciTent  talia  • • 

commife= 

runt,  vcl  conft&a  delcftamenta  damopu  nor  ;oru,fi  hoinines  non  fuerunt.^*g.  De  Cfet 
&ci  /♦  8 . c.  27.  £ Antiquitatem  de  Die  nov<?  vivitis.  Terf./ffcJ.ddv.Gexre.'. 

I See  Clemens  Alexandr.Oratio  Adhort.ad  Gentes.Athanafius  contr. Gentiles  LTerz 
tullian.  Apologia  adverf.  Gentcs.  Tacianus  Gratio  adverf.  Gra:cos.  Arnobius  Ad- 
verfus  Genteslib.  La<ftantius  Dc  OrigineErroris  lib.Nazianzen.  Oratio47.  an«J*48<, 
AuguftineDe  Civic, Dci.lib  1, 2,^, and  4. <1 ,7.2nd  8 accordingly,  m See  Officia  bea- 
tx  Marie  & fan<ftorum  , in  all  Popifli  Porruaffes/MifTals  and  Prayer  boolcestf  ifhop. 
Mortons  ProteftantAppeale,lib.2.cha.j  2 John  Whites  Way  to  the  true  Church, fe&. 
39.  n See  Ormcrodhis  Paganopapifmusfemblance  1 . to.f  1 Ludovicus  Vive  s Noe 
ta:in  Auguft.De  Civit.Deil.S.c.  27.  Iohn fralcs  A<fts  of  Englifli  Votaries:  in  the 
Preface,  Do&.Iohn  Whites  Way  to  thetrue  Church. 9. Niimb.4,  0 Ad  thca- 
trumpotiustemplatransferte,  in  fcenisRcligionum  iftarum  ftcreta  tradantur,&  ut  nis 
hi!  prvVt€rmittatimprob:tas,hiftrionesfacitefacerdotes.  luliusVirmictti  De  Errore  Ptgz 
jlinirum  Rsltjrionum.c.\ 3 .KiM.Patrwn  Tom.j.p*  1 1 2 • See  Doily  Remolds  DsRormtn^ 
Ecclejdolo '/ttri‘t.1. 2 ,c. 3 pit  <1  s*P- 403  . p Nicholaus  Cabafila.De  vitain  Chrifto.Iib. 

Patrum.ToniJ4,p.H2,C.D.£,F# 

player. 
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flyer, that  he  grew  1 0 fitch  an  height  of  impiety^  he  adventu- 
red to  baptize  himfelfe  in  j eft  tip  on  the  St  age ,ofpurpofe  to  make 
the  people  laugh  at  Chriftian  Baptijme , andfo  to  bring  both  it 
and  fori  ft  Unity  into  contempt : and  fort  hie  purpofc  he  plun* 

(red  himfelfe  into  a yeffetl  of  water  which  he  had  placed  on  the 
St  age,  calling  aloud  upon  the  Trinity  : at  which  the  Spell  a* 
tors  fell  into  a great  laughter . But  loe the goodneffe  of  God  to 
this  prophane  mifcreant ; it  p leafed  God  tofhety  fuch  a demon* 
ftrathn  of  hie  power  and  grace  upon  him,  that  this  4 fporting  ^ poftqua^ 
bapttfme  of  hid  .became  a ferious  lauer  of  regeneration  to  him : verd,  idque 
in  [0  much  that  of  agraceleffe  Player  y he  became  a gr adorn  ffz\m1eftnon 
Chriftian , and  not  long  after  , a con  ft  ant  Martyr . The r like  / chuftianus 
findregiftred  of  one  Ardalion,  another  Heathen  A Bor  ? who  f°Ium  dlico 
in  derifton  of  the  holy  Sacrament  of  B apt  if  me , baptized  him - ffj  a°d  fpfomm 
felfe  injeft  vponthe  St  age, and  by  that  meanes  became  a Cbri-  qUOquemar- 
ft  an  j Gods  mercy  turning  this  his  wickydneffc  to  his  et  email  tyrmn  focie- 
good  : not  any  wayes  to  juft  i fie  Tlayes  or  Players  , or  to  conn-  *atte™  & 
tenance  this  his  audacious  prophannejfe  5 but  even  mvracu • ftem  ibtdem, 
loufly  to  publifh  to  the  world  the  power  of  his  owne  holy  Ordi-  r Nicholas 
naeesi  wch  by  the  co-operation  of  his  Spirit,  arc  even  then  £adbafila.ibi- 
able  to  regenerate  thofe  { whomo/l  eontemne  them  5 when  /pfai.68. 18, 
they  areufedbutinfeorne*.  Thefe  notable  hiftories , with  Aas2.13.37 
thepremifes,  fufficiently  evidence,  the  fubjc#  matter  of 
Scage-playes  to  be  oft-times  impiousdacrilegiousjblafp he- 
inous : from  whence  I raife  this  ninth  Argument. 

That  whofe  fubje&  matter  k impious/aailegious,blaf- 
phemous , muft  needs  be  finfull  and  unlawfull  unto 
Chriftians.  Witneffe  Levit.24^1  ijo  17.2  Kings 
6.22  I fey  37. 6.23^.52  $%Matth.  12.  31.  Lukf  22* 

65.1  Ttm.  1.20, 

But  fuch  oft-times  , is  the  fubje&  matter  of  Stagc- 
playes  • witneffe  the  premifes. 

Thcrfore  they  muft  needs  be  finfull  and  nnlawfuftunto 
Chriftians, 

A&us 
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A c t v s 3 . ScenaSexta. 


/ServiDci 
funt  quos  Di* 
abolus  infe-s 
flat  Chrifti- 
anifunt,quos 
Antichriftus 
impugnat. 
t^equeenim 
quacitillos 
quos/am  (uos 
fecit.  Iniraicus 
& hoftis  Ec- 


C Xxti^Stage-pIayesare  for  the  moft  part  fatyricdly  in* 
Ove&iyc  againft  the  perfong,callings,  offices  and  profeffi- 
on»  or  men ; but  more  cfpecially  againft  Religion  and 1 Re * 
ligtous  Chriftians  , the  chiefeft  ob  jells  of  the  T)  tv  els  malice. 
From  whence  I deduce  this  tenth  Play-oppugning  Argu- 
ment. 

That  whofe  ftile , whofe  fubje&  matter  is  ordinarily 
fatyricall  and  inve<ftive,being  fraught  with  bitter  fcoffes 
or  jefts  againft  Religion, Virtue,  and  Religious  Chri- 
ftians ; againft  the  perfons,  callings, offices,  or  honeft 
profeflions  of men  ; muft  needs  be  odious  and  unlaw- 


clelUvjuos  full  unto  Chriftians* 

Ecclefia  & fo-  ^ut  is  ^ orc*inary  anc^  ^nhje<S  matter  of  moft 
rasduxttjVt °‘  popular  Stage-playes. 

captivos  & Therefore  they  muft  needs  be  odious  and  unlawfull  unto 
«mmtC°cos  -Chriftians. 

pergit  laceffe-  The  Major  needeth  little  proofe^finceGod  himfelfe  in- 
yein  quibas  joynes  all  Chriftians,  v to  put  away  aH  bit ternejfe,  anger* 
nithSitare0^  wrat^Jc^amoUry  ^ndeviS  /peaking,  with  all  malicioufnejfe  : ta 
Cyprsin.  be  courteous  and  tender-hearted  one  towards  another;  x not 
lib.  i .Eptf.  i . r endring  ratling  for  railings  7 but  forbearing  one  another,  and 
•v  Ephef.4.  fergbing  one  another  ,if any  one  hath  any  quarred  againft  ano - 

*iPet.3.9.  (ker,  (much  lefle  then  when  as  there  are  no  perlbnall  vari- 
^CoI.$.i2,  ances  betweene  men  ) even  as  GodforChriftsfafy  hath for  - 

1 lam  17  givwtbem, The  Scripture  requires, x that  Chriftians  Jbould 
^ am.3 . 1 . be  patient  peaceable, gentle, eape  to  be  entreated,  full  of mercy , 

and  good  fruits  without  grudging  or  calumny , without  hypo - 
a 1 Cor.5.1 1 cry  fie  or  backbiting , a without  rayling  or  flanders .,  efpecially 

2 Pet°2  t 1 ? aoain^  hg°dfy  we»3whofe  lives,  whole  perfons,  whofc  gra- 
£ ifay  5,20.*  ces  fhould  no  where  be  traduced,  much  lefTe  upon  the 
c Gen. 1. 2(5.  Stage,  Mms  perfons c are  the  vp or ke  and  image  of  Gsd  hint* 

fife; 


Part,  i . 


Hifvrio-Maftix. 


121 


felfe  ; their  honefb  calling s,  offices  andimplcyments  , the  very  d i C or. y,zoc 
d Ordinances  of  Cod:  their  graces  , their  holimffie  (to  omit  *®2S,Kom# 
their  credit  £00^ names. , e which  are  better  then  precious  e prauVz  2.1. 

cymmcKt)yea,morc  deferable  by  farre  than  great  riches). the  Ecclef.7.1, 
wr/  beames  f fte  fiow  /ra??;  the  Smnt  of  Right  e oufneffie  z V 1 

Wherefore,  to  peribnate,  deride,  revile,  or  fe.offc  at  all, or  ^ prout^.u 
any  of  thefe,upon  the  Theater,  Zmuf  needs  be  fin  full;  be*  AProu.17.5. 
cauieit  not  oncly  brings  them  into  contempt  and  fcorne,  cm1s°ApoSlo- 
buc  alfo  offers  open  h indignitie  to  God  him  felfe,  from  Whom  gia,  Diogenes 
tbcyjJJ'to,  Laertius  lib  2 

The  Minor  is  abundantly  evident.  Firft,  by  the  exprefTe  i^^Varix  ' 7 
teftimony  of prophane  Authors  It  is lfloriedof  Ariflopha-  HifUib.2 
w«,that  fcutrilous  carping  Comadian,  thatkeperfona/lytra-  c.i  5 -.Theodo* 
duccd  and  abufed  virtuous Socrates  oh  the  Stage,  by  the  in  fit - y^tutce  j I2V* 
gationoffome  lewde  Athenians ,who  maligned  him  for  his  re - p.^S.Plu:: 
file  n dent  verities ; accufng  him  both  for  a tnfler,  an  At  he  iff,  Plato 

who  did  wither  know  nor  reverence  the  gods;  of  purpofe  to  x^jjfc‘us 
bring  him  into  derifion  with  the  people*  k E ftp  oils  the  Com  a-  ves.Nota:  i n 
* dian,didthe  like  to  that  famous  Grecian  Worthy , Alcebiades, 
for  which  he  commanded  him  to  be  drowned  in  the  Sea.  1 Art-  j 2 c ^ * 

flat  le  writes  of  (fern  <edians3  that  they  are  wholly  occupied  in  {piutarchi 
fur  v eying  jn  deriding  the  vices  of  other  men  , which  they  pro-  j?s* 

clciime  upon  the  Stage  , whence  he  ranks s them  in  the  number  j . * 

tftradneers, and evilLfpeakyrs.  m Ifocrates  blames  the  p 282.  Suidar 
t heni  an  s much  for  preferring  C omadians  who  did  nothing  but 
carpe  at  them,  and  biases  abroad  their  vices  to  their  infamy,  Nora:  in  A us 
before  fuch  who  heft  defer ved  at  their  hands,  ‘Dsogexiamts  m Auguft,  dg 
n Plutarch, reputes  it  art  unbefitting  thing , to  enter  tame  Play - ,^'t^Dcb 
ersyor  their  Comedies  at  any  folemnt  F cells ; becaufe  their  vi-  > qi/ibus 
rttient  invettivesffcoffes,ani\efts>  would cccaf on  fudry  ejuar-  oecupatioeft 
re/s  avddebates.  The  0 Lacedemonians  ban'ffisd  all  Stage-  lf3Pr°rimo- 
playes, Flayers, and  Play-poets , out  of  their  Territories ; be-  fubfanna^ 

cauffithej  ceuld  not  endure  to  heare  their  lawes  carped  at , or  toribus  & 

Comicis:  ira« 
ledici  enim 
quodatnmo- 

do ipfi  flint, & protliuesad enunciandum,&c.  Rbeforicalib.f.z. 6. p.T3  6.  O ratio d« 

Pace.p.t2l.& ad^icoclgin.p.4.!j,47.  n Sympofia,lf7,(^u«ll  8.  0 Plutarchi  Lacos 
nicalnftictita. 

R (pokers 


andcfab  A-"  ttate£^ traduced  on  the  Theater  :r  Dionysus  HaHtcarnajfe- 
lexandro-  defer  thtng  the  ancient  i interludes  of  the  Romans  , records  : 

Gen.  Dieri:m  that  CavilUtorie  and  fatyricall  Plajes  were  of  old  received 
Ll arcus  lure-  among  the  Romans : in  which  rPlaycs  it  was  la  wf nil  for  the 
luis  cap.  14.  tA'dors  to  caft  lambtckesfccffcs  and  floutes  upon  the  tnoft  iU 
fj  Plurarchi  luflrtous  perjonsyea,  upon  the  Emperors  themfclvcs  : as  it  was 
P cricLes.  lawful! heretofore  among  the  Athenians,  for  rhofe  who  accom- 
1 Hi  9rias  panted  their  Tnttmphss  andShewes  in  Wagons  yo  feeffe  at  any 
dfallfalgel  the> met  'x’MaU.whicb Itbirtyoffc-ffi^ ( ^Ovid  certifies) 
ftibusimita-  was  likewife  vfeditt  the  Ploraltan  Stage-? lay es*  So  that  in- 
bantur.  ve$ive  Playes  were  common,boch  with  the  Romans  and 
briutndepra--  Athenians.  £ A tbcn&us  Records  : That  Comedians  abound 
vances,  vc  fpe-  *n  perfonall [coffes Reproaches, taunts ; which  are  frequent  in  the 
tfatoribus  ri=  Comnsdies  of  Ariftophanes  : Yea, c Horace  the  Poetfs  v<ry 
E nnph^*  copi°iU  *n  deferring  the  perfenall  tnveElivss  of  Playes  in  for - 
aucem  quia . rtter  times , v efpecially  the - Fsfcennia,and  the  ancient  Comedy , 
gunturfatis 

liquet hoslufuscavillatorios  8c  fatyricosapud  Romanos  i^m  inde  aprifeis  farculis  re~ 
ceptosiiiiflTe.  Licet  enim  i/s  qui  triumphum  profequuntur  iambo»&  di&eriaiacere 
inilluftrifsimos  quofquevirosjatqueadeo  inipfosimperatorcs*  quemadmodum  Athe- 
nisolitni/s  quiplauftrisve&ipompam  proiequebantur  obvios  quofque  fcotnrraribus 
impetere  licebat.  Antt<ju.  Romar.ortm  Itb.-.Jeft.ty.pi  713  . See  Bulingcrus  De  Thea- 
tro.Iib.  1 4cap.9,io«&  5 3. accordingly.  * Quxrcrc  conabar  quaic  laicivia  rca/or, 
Hisforct  in  Judisliberiorq- locus. Sedroihifuccurret  numen  non  eflefeveru,  Aptaq^de- 
lici/s  muneraferre Deam,&c.F^/?e?,«w.^54^-S9  • f Dipnofbphorum  I.  .C.5  .6  / Eu= 
poiisatque  Cratinus,  Ariftophanefiq  • Poet*,  atqueali;  quorum  Coniardia  prifeaviro- 
rumeft:  Si  quiseratdignusdeferibi  quod  malus,autfur  3 Quod  m:echusforet,ficcari:s  . 
us,aut  alioqui  Famofus  3 tmilta  cum  1 ibertate  notabant.Omnes  hi  mecuunt  verfus,odere 
Poctas.FjKfium  habetin  cornu,longe  fugit>dummcdo  rifum  Exeutiatfibqnon  hie  cui- 
quamparcct  amico.  Hcrdce  Sermcuntx Mb .1  .Sat. 4.,  9 Tcfcennia  per  hunc  invents 

licentiamorem.VerfibusaUernisapp  obria  ruftica  ludit:  Liberrafque  recurrences  ac- 
eepta  perannoSjLuCtamabiHtcr  donee  iara  fcuusapertum  In  raWm  vertic*pit,iocusy 
& perhoneftaslredomus  impuneminax  : doluere  crumto  DenteJaccefsiti : fulfills 
tail  is  quoque  circa  Conditionefupexcommuni  quinetiamlex,P*naquelara3B*ialo  quje 
nollet, carmine  quenquam  DcfcribijVerteremodum  formidinc  fufris  Ad  bene  dicen- 
dum,deleilandmrquertdu(fti./'^e«5  Eptfi.l.l  Ep  ft  1 .p.Z% 2.  '\utimrr.unda  creoentigs 
nominioraquedi£ta,Succefisit  verushis  Comaidiancn  fine  tnulta  Laudc  : fedinvitium 
Iibsrtasexcidit,& vim  Digpamicgcregi : lex  eft  accepta^horufque  Turpi :er  obtinuis 
fublato  ;urc  nocendi.ldetn.Dc  At  te  Pea  tea  p.lo^-so  t^dhngerusde  Theatic.Lt  c.j, , 
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which  Jpared  neither  fronds  nor  foes ; whofe  perfonall  inve - 
Thvesgrew  fo  exceffive,fo  odious  and  intollerab/e,  that  the  Ro- 
mans watted  a Law  againft  them  Jo  fupprejje  their  vile  abufes 
tn  this  k&nde.  This  concurrent  teftimony  then  of  Pagan 
Authors,  is  a fufficicnc  /unification  of  my  Minors  truth. 
Secondly , as  the fe  heathen  Writers,  even  fo  thcFathcrs, 
withfundty  ancient  and  moderne  Authors  doe  pofitivcly 
affirme  the  truth  of  this  aflumpcion.  Witneffe  T hilo  Iuda- 
Wy his  punchiall  teftimonie , De  vita  Contcmplativa ; page 
I 205?  Clemens  z/llexandrinus  Oratio  Adhortatona  ad 
GenteSyfol.SjQ.TatianM  Oratio  adver fat  Graces ,BibL  Pa- 
trum  Tom . 2.  p.  1 So.  1 81.  x T ertullian De  jpettaetdu  cap. 
15,1 6. Cyprian  Epifi.  lib . 2 . Ppifi.  l . Donatory  de  SpeUaculis 
lib , <>Arnobius  adverjns  Gentes Mb ♦ 4 ,p . 1 4 9 . 1 5 o & lib . 7 . 
^.2 30.ro  242.  Hierem, Epijt.  4 .cap.  2.  nAmbrofe  Be  offices , 
//£.  1 ♦**<*/>.  i^Xhryfoftome  homil,  38 . /#  Matth . Naz.ianz.en, 
Oratio  q8.p,/pi4D*  797. 2).  Augufline  De  Civitate  Dei 
ltb,z,cap  qt$.and p,andY  Santti  Falcriani  homilia  6De  oti- 
cjts  verbis  fBtbhothec  a Patrttm  iTom^yars  3^.482*583. 
Lndovicxs  Fives, Not  tin  AugtifiJDe  Civtt.Dci.  lib , 2.  cap, 
4.  S’.  8. 9.  BuRingerm  De  Theatre  lib,  I.  ctfp.9. 1 o.  W 58. 

in  hu  PI  ayes  confuted,  A fl/on  2 .Tbet  hit  d Bluff  of  Re- 
trait  from  T l ayes  and  Theaters , p.  1 1 6. 1 1 7,  lob* 

Whites  Sermon  at  Pattis  Croffe^March  24.161  sfettion  1 1 ♦ 
(to  which  I may  adde  our  ownc  Statutes  efi.Edw,  6>chap~ 
ter  \ , of  2,  and  3.  Sdw,  6,  chapter  1 • of  I . Eltz>.  chapter  2. 

yrectfelj  prohibit  the  fatjricall dtpraviug,  traducing,  or 
derogation  oft  he  Common  Prayer-Book?, and  cf the  Sacrament 
of  the  Lords  Supper  in  ary  Enttrludes  , VUyesor  Rimes , (in 
which  kinde  Playes  had  beene  formerly  peccant ) undi  r fe- 
vere  penalties,)  All  thefe,I  fay,  with  fundry  others  which 
I pretermit,  cxprefly  raxe,  yea,  utterly  condemne  all 
Plaves , in  regard  of thefe  their  perfonall  inve&ives  againfi 
particular  perlons, functions,  offices,  callings,  and  the  like, 
concurring  fully  in  my  Minors  truth. 

But  to  pail'e  by  Authorities, our  owne  particular  expe- 
rience^ a thousand  witnefies  to  this  AfTumption,  Survay 
r R 2 we 


*Indc  males 
dnfta  conuiti* 
fine  mftitia, 
odi;  etiam 
fuff  rag  ia  fine 
merito  amoris. 
Quicquid  op« 
tanc,  quicquid 
abon'inantur 
extraneum  ab 
illis  eft  ;ira  Sc 
amor  spud  il- 
lis ociofus,  Sc 
odium  iniu- 
ftumfine  cau.» 
fa.  Deus  certe 
cum  caufo 
prehibetodife 
fe,quiimmi2 
cosdiligi  ius 
bct.Deus  eti- 
am  cum  caufa 
fnalcdicore 
non  finir,qut 
maiedicente# 
benedic:  pr.v- 
cipit.  SedCir' 
co  quid  ami’* 
rius  ? vbi  nec 
principibus 
quidem  atit  ah 
vibus (uis par- 
cut.  Quicquid 
borum  <^uibu$ 
circus  turit  ntif 
qua  cotcper;r 
fiiftisjideo  nec 
inCirco./W» 
y Cavendun 
eft  ergo  diie- 
ftifsimi  ne 
fcenico  fer- 
mone  alter  al- 
torutr,  la’dat, 
Sc  tbeatrali- 
fcus  verbis  ve- 
recundiafra- 
tri  Ixfieaftis 
mationis  in* 
cutjat,&:c. 
ibidem . 
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*,GofiTon, 
Flaycs  confu- 
ted A £lion 
The  third 
blaft  of  R e- 
trait from 
Flayesand 
Theaters  *p. 
116.1 17* 

accordingly* 
a Tamdiu 
quifquisfua 

peccata  igno" 
rat  quamdiu 
curiofc  aliena 

confidante. 
Qui  femetip* 
f iim  afpicit, 
non  qu^rit 
qu;d  in  ali/s 


wc  all  our  modcrne  Stageplayes  with  an  imparriall  eye,’ 
z There  is  hardly  one  ofchem  among  an  hundred  , wherein  Re- 
ligion or  religious  men, or fome  particular  per  fens,  officers,  cal- 
It  vgf>p  rofefjit  ns,  are  not  net  or  ton  fly  ,f*ty  tie  ally  derided ,per fox  a* 
tedytradnced, defamed, by  fuel3  who  neither  confide?  nor  bewaite 
their  omc  iniquities  , whiles  they  curiou fly  furvay , andma/i* 
cioujlj  divulge  the  fault  scf  others*  Not  to  particularize  thofe 
late  new  fcandalous  invc$ive  ptayes,  wherein  hfttndry  per - 
foot  of  place  and  eminence  have  Scene  particularly  perfo* 
natcdjeared3abufedin,a  grofle  and  fcurrilous  manner;  the 
c frequent  feoff  eSy  reproaches,  fcandals^  Satyrs,  and  difgrace - 
full  paff ages  that  are  darted  out  in  Stageplayes, againft  Mini* 
fler  s,  Lawyer  s,Ceurteours3  Phifitions,  Mar  chants, Citizens, 
Tradefmen  of  all  forts  ; againft  Pudges ,i I ufitces ,. Majors , and 
fuch like  Officers ; but  efpecially  againft  all  zealous  pra£ii* 
frequenter  re-  call  profeffors  of  Religion , d who  feldome  fcape  the  Players 
prehendat, fed  lafkx  ( by  meanes  ofwhieh,  both  Governours,  Govern- 
In  mcnt,Rcligion,and  Devotion  are  brought  into  contempt.) 

%Tr&trT.De  doe  .abundantly  confirme  the  Satyrical!  inve<ftivenefle  of 
interiors  Doc  Stageplayes.  Which  vitious  quality  is  iufficient  to  make 
, them  odious  unto  Cbriftians.  . 

trhclatc  Lord  ’ Obp&ion . if  any  here  objedt  in  defence  of  Stage-playes; 

Admiral!,  e that  they  inveigh  notagaiuft  particular  perfons,  officers. 
Lord  Treafa-  or  profeffions ; but  onely  againfttheir  vices ; which  is  not 
r 2 S cen ajo ci  onely lawfull,but u.fefuli,but commendable,  . 
in  or  emberi^  Anftoer,  To  this  I anfwer..  Fkft,that  the  Obj'e&km  it 

C>X)d^f°^r  *s  mecre!y  5 ^ncc  not  onely  f CypritWyWd  the  fore- 

y.4P% i. Aut  quoted  Authars,but  even  Players  and  Play-haunters  them* 
immunda  crc^  felves  can  teftihe , that  all  fens  of  per  fans  , of  prof effors  are 
pent  igriomis  ahufed  0fter}  0fJ  the  Stage : their  virtues « their  graces  being 
*HowTje  Ar*  there  more  frequently  cenfured,  derided,  traduced,  then 
ie  Poeuea p.  their  vices.  Secondly,  admit  the  Objection  true ; yet  for 

2, 04.  Nulla  m 
inycnirc  Pro- 

logum potuiflet  novus  Quern  di ceret?niii  haberet  cui  maledieeret.  Terenti)  Phcrmio, 
Proloyw.  veniam  coruis,vexat  Centura  columbas./^ewW.S^/yr.:.  e SeeHays 

woods  Apologie  for  A&ors.The  third  blaft of Rctraicfrom  piayes  and  Theaters,  p, 
l i(5,i  I7«  /'Cumnullihomimmigeneri  aut  profefsioni  abimpi-obisifto  fermonepars 
*atur,ab  omnibus  tamen  ad (pe&aculum  cony  emxuxXy prion dtfpefttCHlii  lib. 

P layer  s 
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g T layers  to  cenfure,  to  proclaims  mens  vices  or  abufiss  on  the  gSeeGoflbn 
^heater, muft  needs  be  finfutl.  Firft,becaufe  they  have  no  au-  playes  confu3 
thencickc  commiiTion  0 either  from  God  or  man  to  doe  it.  ^<3,Aftron2t 
For  though  h <r  very  private  man  may  fecretly  admonifi  or  re - blaftofRc- 
prove  another  for  his  fanes,  as  opportunity  jhall  require  : yet  trait  from" 

* none  muft  publicly  cenfure  finnes  or  firmer s , but  (Jfyfagi-  ^ayes^p.  1 1 7; 
/hates,  Minijiers  ,and finch  like  publike  perfions , who  are  depu-  ppfo/es  Sea- 
ted by  God himfelfe  to  this  very  office ; vpon  which  no  com-  mon  a t Pads 
mon  Players  muft  encroach,  Secondly  jbccaufe  Players  are  fcrefle’Marcfr 
of  all  others,thcunmeeceftpcrfons  to  reprove  mens  vices*  feaVri  accord 

* He,  who  will effiellually  rebuke  the finnes , the  enormities  of  dingly. 
other  men,muft  be  free  from  open  crimes  himfelfe ; elfe  his  ^Lcvit  19,17 
reproofes  will  want  authority , and  rather  exafperatc  oren- 

courage  the  reproved  in  their  ftn&ill  courfes,  then  reclaime  i $ .Heb.3  1 5 
them  from  them*  v Ngw  'Players  are  commonly  the  mafi  'Matth.iS. 
criminous  and  enormiowperfons  of  all  others,  x being  for  the 
mo (l p art  deepely guilty  of  dll thofe  vices , thofie  abufes  which  5?.i«Roimi4 
they  condemne in  any  : Therefore  their  reproofes  are  vaine  Iim.4^ 
and  fruitlelfe*.  Thirdly,  becaufe  Players arealvvayes pec- 
cant  in  the  manner  of  their  reproofes.  He,who  reprehends  4,y:Rom.*2Y 
anochers  faults  inalawfullChriftian  way^  rnuft  befure  to  .3521,22,23. 
obferve  thefccircumftances.  Firft,  hemuftdoe  it  Y with  dficiumeft^ 
the  ffiirit  of 'meekeneffie,ofcowpajfion,  without  wrath  or  pafifwn , bonorumhos 
Secondly,1  he  muft  doe  it  with  difcrttionjin  a,  decent, and pru»  & be^ 

dent  manner*,  having;a  due  refped  both  to  the  perfon,  time,  quodcTm* 
and  p!acc,to  the  vice  or  fault  reproved.  Thirdly,  he  muft  malefic;  a- 
doe  it a out  of  conference, hue ,< and  friendfbip  : Veith  an  unfai-  gunr,alienas 
sued  defire  to  re  forme  theperfens,the  vices  reprehended  not  to 
vent  his  -owne  private  ffilcene,er  to  dif grace  the  party  rebuked . iib.i  ,De  Sets 

intone  Domini 


in-/nonie,cap.\o.  Non  amplhispofllirrtisinerepare  cos  quia  nobis  reguntur,  cumipi? 
qfcoque  cadern  Fcbre  teneamur,& ipfi  egemus  mcdicina,quosDai$poftiit'ut  ali/smcs 
dcrc  mu?  .Cbryfjn  Ephef.hom^io  * Tom,  /.C.  Qupmodo  nos  virann  corrigereya* 

leamusaljenamjqui  negligimusnoftram  x Gregor.  M-a*-aJiom\l.iy.  in  Evangelic*  y See' 
A&,4.  Scene  1 . a:  Damnant  foris  quod  intus  operaatur,  admittuntlibenter  quod  emu 
adnsiferint,criminantur.  Turpis  turpesinfamat,  & evafilTefe  confciiim  credit,  quaff 
(tonfeientia  fatis  non  fit.  Idcminpublicoaccufatores,inocultarei,infemetipfos  parites 
•cecfores  & \\QQentes,CjprUn.Eytft.lib.i.Epif}.‘i.Donato.  y Gal.6«l.i  Tim.  5.  1.2. 
2Thcf.?,i$.  *5  !Mat.io.Kj.Ephef.5.i/Col.4.5.Prov.2C.9,io,ii,i2.  a Levity- 
iq.l7.Gal.6.l.I  Cor.*?  <?.2  Cor. 4. 5. <1.2  Cor.7.8,9.  2Tim.34i6.j7.Titus.l .13* 
Pr©v.2$  .12.C.9.89.  2 The/T;3 ;.i y ,2  Tim.2.26,27^  £Lcvit,i9.i74Exod.23? j , 2) 
*ioy,io.1 8*MulIi  detrahas;nec  in  eotefan£um,]>utes  fi  cce*croskceres,Hicr.£p4.r,<f4 

R 3 Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,0  he  mu  ft  openly  reprove  the  delinquents  to  their  facer  y 


c Match,  I 3« 

Gil!:*  n7 14,  t^3*t  notice  of  their  vices  to  reforme  them : not 

1 Tim. 5.10  covertly  behtnde  their  backer, for  this  is  metre  detraUion , not 
Si  me  vis  cors  reproofe : A publication  of  mens  vices  vnto  others  to  their 
""  . great  difgracc  ;not  adifeouery  of  them  to  themfelves  for 


ripere  delink 
quencero,aper 
teincrepa 


their  amendment.  Now  our  Vicc-cenfuring  , Sinnc-pro- 
Qmd  eniai  claiming  A<Stor$,(  who  d commonly  dtfeover , but  not  correU 
ttalaWeras^*  their  owne  enormities,  whiles  they  difplay  and  ctnfurt  ethers, 
mea  ? fi  me  c which  makes  them  tritely  referable  ) tranfgrefle  in  all  thefe 
nefciente,pecs  circumftances.  Their  reproofesare  alwayes  fatyricall,  ed- 
detraSioni?0  gcd with  P^ate  malice, or  pointed  with  revenge : they  are 
bustuisalium  never  ferious,feafonable,  private,  difereet:  £ their  ayme  is 
vulneres,&  cu  wtK  mens  defamation, not  their  reformation : fince  they  pro- 
nbus  narres  c*llcDe  mens  vices  unto  others,not  lay  them  open  to  them- 
fic  iingulis  felves  • they  dare  not  Iooke  the  delinquents  in  the  face, 
millTdix' ri^  ^ut  arc  a^wayes  clamouring  behind  their  backs:  their  re- 
alt^?  hefe  eft  bukes  proceed  not  from  trueChriftianlove,vvhich  delights 
non  me  emen-  to  cover,not  propalate  and  divulge  tnensfinnes : therefore 
tuofatTTacc^0  ^ey  muft  needs  be  cvill.  Fourthly,  (as  a Z reverend  worthy 
zz,Hsetom . " °f 6Hr  Church  obferver)  there  is  nothing  more  danger ohs  in  a 
Ept ft.  4 r.  i o . ft  ate  / hen  for  the  Stage  and  Toet  to  deride  ftnne  y Yohich  by  the 
^Dum  alienos  Bifjops  and  Pallors  of  the  Church  is  oraveli  and  feverely  to  be 
dare  nituntur,  reproovta  'ftccatifo  it  caujeth  Magtftrates , Mmtfters^nd 
cftendnntfii-  S i at efmen  to  lofe  their  reputation,  andfinneto  be  lefle  fea- 
red. La(Hy,admit  that  Players  had  Efficient  authority  to 
cenfurc  the  vices, the  abufes  of  particular  perfons , officers 
and  profetfions(which  I cannot  beleeve  they  have,tilithey 
cann)ewmcanadlofStatc5ora  Commiflion  for  it  in  the 
Scripture,)yet  this  is  infallible,  htbat  they  ought  not  to  re - 
nit  detrahere.  ceive  or  raife  an  ill  report  of  any  : 1 to  deride  cr  Jcoffe  at  any 
^nferurto'c-  **‘ws  VlCes’iiln^  kfi t0  w4&  a mce^e  offline,'  or  tofpeake  tviU 
wo.c.4i.c>U  of  anyone,^  they  doe  : fincc  God  himfelte  jprohibites  ir, 

jo/Z.B. 

f Hi  temtre  /udicant  de  incertis,  & Tacile  repreherdunt  , roagis  aroant  n'mperare  & 
damnare,cjuam  emendarcatque  corrigere  : quod  vitiuravel  fuperbiA:  eft,  vclimpuden- 
tir.  Auguft  lib . 2 Ae Sermone  Domjn  monte r^.30,  g D o A.  Iokn-ffC kites  Sermon 
at  PauIcsCrofle,March  the  24.  Anno  16  l$.(e<ft.II.  h Exod.  1$  • j , PGtl,  15.3. 

4 GeneC  21.9.  2 Cam.  6*  16  ,2o,Pfal.  119,  Prov.  14. 9.  cap.  io.  23. 

i jamcs4.ii. 

fince 


os  yHterom, 
ESift.lt, 
eVx  illi,qui 
fuam  renuit 
corcigerevi- 
tam,&  alic- 
nam  non 
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fiucc  m Mtchael  the  Archangel,  ( whofe  example  all  muft 
imitate)  dtjpntwg  with  the  T^ivett  about  the  body  of  Mofes , 
dvr  ft  not  bring  any  railing  accu fatten  again  ft  him , but  J aid ; 
The  Lord  rebuke  thee:  yet  our  defperate  wicked  Flayers 
( xvhoni H this  are  worthy  the  fever  eft  penalty  ,that  being fo fuper  - 
lativtly  v it  tow  thej elves, they  dare  prefume  to  cen/ure  others) 
to  teftifie  to  the  world,  that  they  are  within  the  number  of 
thefe°  fcoffrs,  and  V differs  of  thefe  who  are  good,  which  are 
prophecied  of  in  the  latter  times  ; dare  open  their  blacke  ^ 
fernaR  mouthes,  in  bitter  in vedi^e  Enterludcs,  againft  all 
grace  and  goodndfe  5 againft  the  very  profeflibn  and  pro-* 
feffors  of  Religion ; againft  all  qualities  , callingsand  de- 
grees afmen,fcarce  glancing  lightly  at  their  vices.  Tbere« 
fore  their  Playesmuft  needes  be  incxcufably  finfull^evcn  in 
this  refpe$. 


m lude  9. 
n Irtprobifsa* 
mi  omnium, 

6c  maxima 
psna  digni 
fun^qui  de  i/s 
re  bus  alios  ac- 
cural audent 
quibusipfi 
conflri&i  te3 
nentur  J/ocras 
teiyOrattode 
rermutatione 
page  6 
elude  8.1 80 

pi  Tim. 3. 3 < 
f lames  );5. 


Act  vs  5.  Sc  ena  Septxma. 

LAflly3admit  the  ftile  or  fubj*c6t  matter  of  Stage-*  playes 

be  no  wayes  fuch,  as  1 have  hitherto  demonftrated  it  * OdofumJ 
to  be  ; yet  at  the  very  belt  it  is  * but  idle  9 frothy , fuper  flu-  verbum  eft, 
out, unprofitable ; as  vaine,as  empty,  at  vanity  it  fclfe.  From  vtI* 

whence  I raifc  this  eleventh  difpute.  tisdicimr^* 

That  whofe  ft  ile  and  fubjc$matter , in  its  very  beft  ac-  audientis : ut 
ception,  is  but  vaiae,  but  frivolous,  and  ridiculous,  ? omifsisferi,* 
bringing  no  glory  nt  all  to  God,  nor  good  to  men  ; lis  loquamur,  ‘ 
inuft  needs  be  finfull  and  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians.  & fabulas  nar- 
But  fnch  is  the  ftile  and  fub/e<ft  of  moft  Stage-play  es.  as  renius 

^ „ „ / O r / > q\iK*HlCrom„ 

* Saint  Cyprian  cxcehently  writes.  Ccm.inMaitb^ 

yC .?7 .SreThecpCtlafl, ih'tdevi.  * Hcccctiamfi  noneflent  fimulacbrisdicata,Y>beun- 
da  ebriftianis  fidciibus  non  cftebtyquz  6c  Ci  non  haberent  crimen, habent  infe  6c  maxi** 
parum  congruentcm  fidelibu?,vanitatem,&  c.  F ugienda  itaque  funt  ifta  Chris 
ftianisfidelibus,ut ;am frequenter  diximus  t*m  vanatam  pernitiofa  fachrilegafpe&acus 
U j 6c  ocidi  noftri  funt,&  an  res  cupLodiQndx, Cyprus  de JpettacAtb. 

There- 
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; Therefore  they  muft  needs  be  finfulland  unlawful!  unto 
Chriftians. 

The  Maj or  is  uncontroulable ; fince  God  hirafclfe  inhi- 
bics  Cbrifhans/  to  utter  va'tne  knowledge ; to  reafon  with  uk« 

, * profitable  talks  , or  with  jpeecbes  which  will  doe  no  good,  C to 
Rdjce  vc*s  * * walke  **  vafsity  >or  things  that  v/£ll  not  profit ; and c to  follow 
bum  quod  after  vaine  things  which  will  not  profit,  becaufe  they  are  but 

a°d'«tes  Va  v*im*  Chrifiians  y mufi  not  lay  out  their  money  for  that 
nusetiimfer-  which  is  not  bread,  and  their  labour  for  that  which  fatisfieth 
mo  cito  pollu-  not  f they  muft  not  delight  in  vanitie,or  in  things  that  increafe  > 
^an^con  ^ and  make  not  man  the  better  • but  they  muft  pray 

feienti*  eft  with  David ; Y Tume  away  mine  eyes  from  beholding  vanity; 

indcx.Bernard  fince the  Scripture  isexprefle  ; * that  thefpeafyng, loving,  or 
de  interiors  lifting  up  ofthe  Joule  to  vanity  folly,  and  unprofitable  things,  is 

/lercrnT.5  / * an  ^undoubted  char  alter  of  finch  wicked  men,who  [hall  not  afi 
8, c. i(5. 19.  cendinto  Gods  holy  bill  ;not  any  property  of  Gods  children: 

* i Nimii-2  \ Who  as  h they  mnfi  abandon  all  idle  fabulous  unprofitable  dif- 
fapereTftab-  cmfes  5 c Becaufe  that  for  euery  idle  word  t hat  men  fhatl  /peak* 
ieftisveilenu?:  they  [halt give  account  at  the  day  of judgement : fo  they  mull: 

0^cf>  like  wife  dirett  even  all  their  aftion  speeches , recreations d to 

Gods  glory;*  the  edification  of  others , and  * their  owne  (piri- 
it> May  55.2 . ” ttsaligood ; towhichStage-playeSj.no  wayes tend.  There- 

* Ecelef.5.7.  fore  the  Major  is  vnqueftioBable. 

y PfaLi'i^V  ^or  Minor;  That  the Thle  and  fubj‘e£t  matter  of 
37.  Stage-playesjsinitsverybcftacceptifm5bntvaine,but  fri- 

*.  pral.<f».2o  volous  and  ridicuIous,bringiirg  no  glory  at  all  to  God,  nor 
Pfali  2 *2?  good  to  men : is  mofiapparant.Firfi:,by  the  concurring  te- 
Pfal.24.ll4.  fiinaonyof  fundry  fathers,  and  other  learned  Writers, 
i Kings  17.35  Hence  Htlarie,  Jlmbrofe,  Chryfoflomc , jittguftine, Bruno 
/< ‘Mores  ho=  an£j  others  in  their  Commentaries  and  expsfitions  on  the 
pandit,  & II 8.  alias  the  Up.  Tfaltne  verfe  3 7.  Tume  away  mine  eyes 
qualis  ftrmo  from  beholding  vasity  : together  with  John  Salisbury  ,/*£.  1, 
‘DeNttgi*  Curialium^cap . 8.  iJMafler  Goffcn  ,Dotforrfyi~ 

comprobatur  ; quoniatn  ex  afcundantiacordis  tre  loquitur.  Bernard,,  de  inte& 
riort  Domo.cap  4j.Col. lo%2.  b 1 Titn.4.7.  c Mat. 2.  36.57.  Vanusfermononerit 
abfqireiuditio,quiaab  omni  re&icudinis  ftatu  deperiunt  quipcc  yerbavana  dilabuntur. 
Bernard De Intertort Domo  c, 4;.  ct\  Cor.10.3  1,32,33  ♦ e C0I.3  .I6.I7.  Iude lo< 
/May  5S‘2*3 1 1 Sam.i2t2i.  1 Tim.tf. 18.19. 
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noldsjJMaftcr  Northbrookc , and  others  in  their  Treatifes  f Avene  ocu- 
lOgainft  Stage-playes  ; interpret  thi  & vanity  in  the  Pfalmift. 

°t Stage-playes  yand fuch like  jpettacles,  which  they  5 condense  tem  : hicno^ 
at  vanity.  Hence  Clemens  Alexandria  us  writes  of  piayes ; tamur  illi,qiii 
^ that  they  are  fraught  with  obfeene  and  vatne  fp  etches,  rafhly 
tittered  .-Hence  Gregory  Nazianzen  ftiles  Piayes ; 1 the  va*  dis  Theatralis 
nities  of  ltfeyand  the  hydra  of  pleafures , Hence  Chryfoftome  bus  ^ccupan- 
writes of  Piayes : k that  they  are  fraught  With  laughter y wan-  ^“vtinamhac  * 
tonne ffe, and  words  full  of folly  andvanitie.  Hence  Mnafta-  interpretation 
ttus  Sianita  writes  of  the  Stveriani:  1 That  their  pofitions  nc  pofsirrus  , 

. were  more  ridiculous, abfurd andfoolifhy  then  thofe  things  that  diverfe  Cirs 
are  atted  in  any  Stage-  piayes,  Hence  "Bernard  writes, m T hat  cenfium  ludo* 
.the  true  fouldiers  of  (fhrift,  rejeSl  and  abominate  Players  and  rumatquc 
Stage-play esyas  vanities  and fklfe frenzies.  Hence  John  S a-  fpe^ula  fe- 
lishury  fti  les  Piayes ,n  the fpe  Slacles  and  rudiments  of vanitie,  ftinantes.Van 
Hence  Cyprian, Laffiantius yQynl °f  Hdrufalem,  Auguftine , nitas  ill* 

Bafil,Salvian,<LMacariu4  *AZgyptiusyan&  others,  ° former- 
dyquotedy have  utterly  condemned  Stage-play es , as  the  very  afpicis?  vani- 
pompesand  vanites  of  this  wicked  world  y which  Chriftians  tasaft,&c# 
'haueabyaredin  their  Baptifme.  If  then  we  beleevc  thefe 
fe verall  Fathets,togetber  with  P Plautus fi  Macrobiusy  r A-  0^.5.  Tom, 
puleius, three  Heathen  Authors ; or  Mafter  CjoffonyJbtafter  2.7.43  o.F. 
Northbrook*,  Mafter  Stubs  y andT>oElor  Reinotdsjn  their  ^fbfsobfcenis 
bookes  again  ft  Stage-playes  : or  the  third  Blaft  ngainft  & Vanis  temez 
Stage-play es  and  Theaters , together  w ith  (fafar  Bulingerus  re  p rofufis 
Be  1 heatro,ltb.  I .cap.  x I Je  Ludis  p.  1 41 . We  rauft  needs 
ack  nowledge  Jboth  Piayes  them] elves,  together  with  their  ft  He 
and  fubleSl  matter yo be  meercidle  ufelcffe  vanities ; Since  all  / Vit*  vanira * 
. thefe  repute  and  ftile  them  fuch.  Hyd°rS%s 

Secondly,  our  owr.e  experience,  will  readily  fubfcrlbc  un-  u-chum  zpifl'. 

/MO63. 

£Xn  Theatro  rifus,ineptitudo, verba  multaj  fatuitatisac  ftultitia!  plena,  &c.  Horn: l.  42 
in  Afta  Apoft.T om.^.Coltf 11. A.  kom1l.9z.asl popu'um  Antioch' a.T .Cot.  3 47.  .4* 


vanitates  Sc  infaniasfalfasrefpuunt  Sc  abominantur.w</  MduesTemph Sermo.Cot.2 3 2 ,L 
w Spe<ftacula& tyrociniavanitatis.  Ds  Nugii  CuriatjumJ.j  .r.7.8.  <?S€e^2.  p Afi- 
naria.Prologus.  - q De  fomno  Scipioms,  l.i.  pag.  20.  Sc  Saturnal.  lib.  2.  cap. 7. 
rJFloridoruin  lib.4. 
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to  it  as  an  undoubted  truth.  For  what  are  all  our  Stage- 
playes  , but  the  frothy  excrement!  of  fupeifluous  idle 
braincs;  which  being  impregnated  with  feme  f fretting 
wor^s  i or  hi  gh-to  wring  conceited  plots  of  vanitie  f which 
quipeialia  " they  fccretly  adore  with  bigheft  admiration , as  being  worthy 
verba.  Horsey  the  moft  fuparlative  Stage-applavfe, )doc  travell  in  paine  un- 
e!tpl tl^  [hey  have  brought  fortluheir  long-conceived  iffues  on 
t Qiuddigs  the TlK&teryv>ch prove  but*  ridicHlottfly  vaine  zibeft?  Whae 
rum  tanto  fes  are  they,  but  mecre  mifcclanies  ot'over-fiudied,  well-cx- 
forhTatuT1^  Preflcd  vanities  i Their  fubie$, their  adlion, their  circum- 
Parturiunt  fiances ; what  elfe  are  they  but  vanitie  of  vanities  but  ridi- 
montes^nafeia  culous  follies  or  frenfies  indie  highefi  degree,  unworthy 
rnus^^t  wtfe-mans  fight , much  lefle  his  approbation?  Their 

De  Atte  roc-  A$ors5their  ordinary  Spectators,  what  are  they  but  ridicu- 
ticA.p, 3 00 . lous,foolifh,vaiRe,  fantafiicke  perfons,  who  delight  in  nc- 
tiH  viStar  more  then  toyes  and  vanities  ? Their  very  fruits, their 

fapiens,  qui  o-  ends,what  are  they  cite, but  either  the  nourilhing*  or  the  in- 
culosvel  aures  creafe  offinne  and  vanitie  ? If  we  furvay  the  good,  the 
'io'anne^^tiL  Pro^c  which  accrues  from  Stage-p3aycs5we  fhall  find,  that 
bur  ten  (is  !,i.  they  are  good  for  naught ; that  they  bring  no  glory  at  all 
DeNmguCui  to  God,no  benefit,  no  comfort  unto  men ; * therefore  they 

^xVaTum^enttn  muft  Kte^5  ^ vatne-  If  we  refped  Gods  glory ; where 
eji <j*od <tdni-  fiiailwefinde  God  more  difhonoured,  more  provoked 
hlSttlee/}.  theninStage-playes ? vvhich  had  the?  Dived  htmfelfe for 
*w  TtA^ufbl-  their  author  f compofer,  who  proves  fometimes 

wmnulUm  " their  Adior  too.  Where  are  Gods  Name , his  Word,  his 
hubent finem*  Attributes , his  Miaifters,  his  Saints,  hisSubfiitutcs , his 
12 r]nElhec'  Children,  his  Worfhip,  his  Graces,  more  blafphemed,  pro- 
Tcw.iXol'  phaned,tradnced,or  derided,"  then  in  Stage-plajes  ? Where 
963.°  is  God  more  offended,  more  affronted  with  fwarmes  of 
"Iccordif  v crying  finnes,then  in  the Play-houfe?  And  how  can  it  bee 
lCSectbeSthird  otherwife?  We  know  it  was  the  received  opinion  of  the 

Blaft  of  Res 
trait  from 

P byes  and  Theaters.  The  Preface  to  the  Praftife  of  Piety;  Salyian  de  GnbernAUor# 
Dei  Ifb&.The  Schools  of  Abides;  and  Scene  before, 
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ancient  Pagans ; that  their  a Devill-Idols  (towhofe  * [0-  Vos  perfuas 
lemne  honour  and  worfinp , all  Stagc-plajes  were  at  fir/}  dtvo - TiTeatraiibus 
fo  well  plea  fed  voith  the/e  Theatricall  Enter lude 5 ,that  hid  is  Deos  de« 
if  the)  did  but  honour  and  adore  them  with  them , they  would  k&ari & a!- 
forthwith  pardon,  yea  forget  their  firmes  again ft  them , and  of 
enemies  Jbe  come  propitious,  fynde,  and  friendly  to  them.  And  conceptas  co- 
can any  Chriftiatvthen  conceive  fuch  bafe  conceits  of  God,  rum  ^tisfafti- 
or  b fofarre  derogate from  his  Af a jeftie,  bid  purity,  bid  Dettie,  Honorantuc 
as  todeensehim  honoured  or  delighted, net  grieved, not  offended  his  Di  /,&  fi 
Veith fetch  Stageylajes  c wherewith  Devill-Idols  were  attoned>  c^as  ab  bnmic 
DonbtlefTe,that  which  the  Devill  himfclfe  hath  invented,  nen^offtnfio- 
appropriatedt©  his  ownc  honour  and  advantage,  d canne - nummcmcrias 
ver  bring  any  praife  or  glory  unto  God : therefore  our  Stage-  abi/cirs 
playes  cannot  doe  it.  If  werefleft  upon  the  good  they  bring  redduntquTt> 
to  men, alas, what  is  it  ? c where  dee  they  feucke  tn  more  poy  fen,  fe  nobis  redin* 
more  corruption ; where  doe  they  more  blunt  their  virtues  , or  ^futcVauTo-'* 
makegreattrfhipwrackp  of  all  their  Chrtfiian  graces  y then  at  TqSi5cc.Mi^ 
S t age-play  e s, the  grand-empoyf oners  of  mens  foules}  I have  misnimirum 
knowne,  heard,  andreadofchoufands,wh©have  wrackt 
their  crcdits,their  cflates,their  virtues,  yea,  their  very  bo-  ftanstneque*- 
«lies  and  foules  atPiayes,at  Pfey-houfes  * but  never  could  I vllis  hominum 
yet  heare  or  read  of  any  who  have  beene  meliorated  or  re- 
claimed  by  them.  1 have  read  of  fundry  pcfliferousc{fe<5ls,  tifs-ineconw" 
and  iinfull  fruits  of  Stage-play  es,  of  which  you  fhal’l  heare  modatandfa 

at  large  f heereafier : but  never  could  I finde  in  all  the  Fa-  encIlshis  au“ 

® J * res, quorum 

{ymplegmatibusplurimisinternfixtos  (eeflederifionisin  naatcriam  noiunt  ? deleftan* 
tu^ut  res  eft  falpiftarum  (onitu  ac  plaufufaftis  &c  diftis  tiirpibu?,fafcinoruraingenti;2 
urn  rubore.Iam  verb  fi  viderint  mF  amineas  mollitudines  enervantes  fe  viro?,vociferas: 
ri  hos  fruftia>fine  caufa  alios  curfitare.amicitiaru  fidefalva  contundere  fe  alios,  & cru- 
el s mutilare  fe  c£ftibus,certarchos  fpiritu,bucca$  vento  diftendere  , votifque  inanibus 
concrepare,manus  ad  coclum  tolluntjrebus admirabilibusmoti  profiliunr,  cxclamant,in 
gratiam  cum  homimbusredeunt.Hxc  fi  di;s  imrcortalibus  oblivionem  afferuntfimulta* 
rurn^fi  ex  Comardi/SjattellaniSjmimis  ducunthvtifsiraras  voluptatcs*quidmoramini,quii 
ceflatis;qufin  & ip{osdicatisDeosludere,lafcivire,{altare,obfejenascompingere  cantio* 
nes,&  c-unibus  flu<ftuarecrifpatjs?Qnjd  eni«  diftcrt/aciantuehcec  ipfi,  an  ab  ali/s  fieri 
in  amoribusac An.ob  ms  adyerfus  Genies.  l>y.p. 23  2,23^,236.  * Sec 
PullingeTUS  De  I heatro,lib.l  .c  17.  b I tane,iftud  non  eft  Deorum  imminuere  dignita- 
tem, dicare  & conficrareturpifsimasresi/squas  cenfor animus rcfpuat,&  quarumafto- 
resinhoneftoseftl'  iusveftrum,&  inter  capita  computari  indicavitinfamiah^r*^/*/ /£/- 
dem.p. 233.  t See  Aft  y, accordingly  ^Scei  Cor  6.14.15.  e See  here  p 68,  60.  and 
.A  ft. 6. Scene  4 ,5>- .BodinusdeRepublical  6.c  I The  third  Blaft  of  Retrait  from 
Playes, and  Mailer  Boltons  Difcourfeof  true  happinafle,p.73  ^.accordingly,  f Act. 6 
throughout.  S 2 ttaers, 
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g See  A&.6. 
Scene  $.&  10  . 
accordingly,  ' 
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thers,in  any  modernc  Wricers,fomi!chas3ny  oneneceflary 
virtue,  grace  or  reall  benefit  that  hath  refulted  from  them. 

I have  read  of  g divers  Repttbltcks,  SmperoPtrs,  Magtflrates  ^ 
and.  Authors  of  all  forts  , who  have  fnppreffed  Stage-playes, 
as  intoller  able  evils  in  a Chrifiian  or  well-ordered  Common - 
we  ale  ; they  being  the  Seminaries  ofatlkindc  of  vices\the  chiefs 
corrupters  of  mens  minds  and  manners  : Bur  never  could  I 
meet  with  any ,who  affirmed  them  to  be  good  or  ufefull  in 
a State.  Since  therefore  it  is  evident  by  ail  the  premifes; 
that  Stage-playes.  in  their  befi  condition , are  but h me  ere 
Nugatorts  >ridicttl(rtti  fapcrffiQtis  van  ties , which  bade  to  [eri- 
ca evils  -and  bring  no  glory  at  all  to  God,nor  good  to  men; 
we  may  conclude  them  to  be  not  onely  incongruous,  but 
unlawfull  unto  Chrifiians,  'l  who  mnflnot  ceft  their  eyes  upon 
the  vanities  of  this  wicked  world  , fince  Chrifl  himfelfe  hath 
crucified  them  in  his  that  we  for  ever  might  abandon 
them. 

You  have  feenenow,Chriftian  Readers, the  common  flile 
and  fubje£  matter  ofpopular  Stage-playes, and  I dare  con- 
fidently  averre,  that  there  is  fcarce  one  Stage-play  this  day 
a$ed  (our  k moderne  Plates  hsugfarrs  more  lewd  then  thofe * 
of  former  times ) whofe  lubk:& , parts  and  paflages  are  not 
reducible  to  all,  to  fome,or  one  at  lcaft  6f  thefe  recited  par- 
ticulars: cherfore  we  muft  needs  pafle  fentcnce  of  condemna- 
tion 3gainR  them5eyen  in  this  refpedh 


Actvs4.  Scena  Pri  ma, 

FOurthly,asStageplayesare  finfuil,and  utterly  unlawful! 

unto  Chriflians  in  regard  of  their  ftile  and  fubie mat- 
ter, fo  likewife  are  they  in  refpedt  both  of  their  Adlors  and 
Spectators. 

If  we  ferioufiy  furvay  the  lives,  the  pr  actiles,  the  conditi- 
ons ofour  common  Stage-players,  we  may  trudy  write  of 

them 
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them  a slWdtam  ofCMalmejbury  doth  of  Edricke;  that  /Edricus^fe* 
they  are  the  very- dregs  of  men ; thefhame  9 theblermjh  of  our  deTs^gl^ 
Englifh  Nation;  ungracious  helluoes;  crafty  Jbifting  compa-  rum3flagitio- 
nionsysho  pur  chafe  money,  not  by  their genero fit ie  ,but  by  their-  *ushelluo3vew 
Ungues  and  impudency ; they  being  wife  to  difiemble , apt  to  "obi~ 

counterfeit  ,pr  one  to  dive  into  the  fecrets  both  of  King  & State 5 litas  epes  pe- 
as  fait hfuU  fub\etis\  and  more  ready  to  divulge  them  on  the  pererat/cd 
Stage  as  notorious  Traitors.  What m Tully  records  of  Cati-  jafif  co»pa- 
liiie;  that  there  was  never  fo  great  a faculty  of  corrupting  raverat.Hie 
youth  in  any  manias  in  him ; he  bearing  a mofi  lewd  affe  SI  ion  difsiraukre 
*to  other  mens  wives  himfelfe,  and  ferving  hkewife  as  a mofi  parltu^con- 
wicked  Pander  to  the  unchafe  defires  of  others;  promt  fug  to  filfaregis^t 


agrave  hifiorian  reportsof  n Vortiger -a  Britijh  King  • that  .nab kt.De%ejU3 
he  was  prone  to  t he  enticements  oftheflejh y and  a bond-flave  etl-  A»£l°* 
mofi  to  every  vice  y&c  .May  betruely  verefied  ofmoft  com-  *f*10# 

roon  A&ors;  yvhoare  ufually  the  very  filth  and  off-fcou-  quanta 
ring,the  very  le-wdefi^baftfi,  worft  and  mofi  pernicioufly 
vitiousof  thefonnesofmen ; as  alltimes,  all  Authors  have  ifeebrafeic, 
reputed  them.  The  anctent  Pagan  Romans , ( as  ° hiUtries,  as  quanta  in  illo? 
P Fathers  both  relate^acconnted  Stage-players  fich  infamous, 

turpifsime^aliorum  amori  fkgitionfmfc{erviebat:ali/s  fru<ftus Iibldinum^  ali;s  nr.ortem 
parcntumjnon  niodo  iiupellendo-Yerumetiamadiuuandopollicibatwr*  OrJtio  2.  inCa - 
id  in  Am , n VortigernusRex  Brittannia  , nec  maru  premptus,  nec  confilio  bonus  * 
imb  ad  illccebrascarnispronus  ^ omniumquefere  vitiorum  mancipium.  C^uiope  quern* 
fub;ugaretaYaritia,inqiuetaret fuperbia3inqiunaretluxuria,&c»  William  Malmsturj , 
Do  Gejlu  Regum.  Angl  lib  \.cap.\.pag,%.  o Livie  Hiftor.  Roman#  Ly.CcA. 3 . Vale- 
riusMaximus  1.2  .c.4.te&.4.  Cicero.  Oratio  pro  P.QuiBtio.Gellius.Noft.  Attic, 1 14. 
e.-ry.Suetoni;  Tiberius/eA.3  5. Tacitus  Annalium  I.14  fc&.2.u  MacrobiusSaturnal  • 
1*2.  c.7./Emilius  Probus. Excellcntium  Impcratorutn  vita  Prarfatio.  p Tertulliande. 
fpe£Vac,l.c.2  2.Chr)Toft.Horn.58  in Mat.Arnobiu'. AdverfjGentcsl.7.p.z; 3. Auguft. 
De  Civ.Deil.2  c.13  .l4.27.29.Cafsiodon2S  'Variarum,  1.7,  cio.GratianDiftiA&io 
3 3.48. 86. & Caufa 4,;^iueftio  1 .Ioannis  Saresburienfis  Dc  Nugis  Curialiuml.l.c.7. 
3. Ioannis  de  Fargo  Pupiila  O ulipars7.c.y . O;  Tolhatusin  Mat.' fom.i . in  Mat, 
<j.Qiu:ft.3  S.fol  40 .E  Angelas  de  Clavafic  in  Sun  ma  * ngelica  : Titulus.  Hiftrio.  & 
Infa.cia  Anfcbnus  Tom  1 p. 3 56. C.D. Alvarez  Pelagics^DcPlanctu  Ecclefotl.i.Art. 
49.f.2S  I.2.Ait,28.H.Ei  ;4.AftexanusDcCafibus.l.4/rit  7.Art.4.Agrippa  Devas 
mtate  feientiaru  cap  2o,Alexancerab  rdexandro.  Gen.  Dirum.l.3  .c.  9.CaTftsRhos 
diginus.Antiqu.LecfcK>ruim  1 1 4.  .c.i  7.Photi;  Nomocanonis.  Tisulus  ; 3. c 21.2  2,  & 
TheodoriBalfami.Coment.lbid.Lod^  iYCS.Comment.in  Aug.  De  Ciu.Deil.2.c.i  3 , 
a.D.Reinolds  Overthrow  ofStagcplayes.p.^o.to  74.  Barnabas  B rifle nius  ,6:  Ioannis 
Mariana  Defp«ilacuUs.l.withfundry  others  accordingly. 

S 3 vit/ous 
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? De  agitator  vitions flafeyvnworthy perfons  \<u  they  did by  publie^e  LdiRf} 
Theacnci^qui  mt  ***&  deprive  them  of  all  honour  and  preferment  in  the  Com*- 
fide les  funt,  mon-weale ; but  Itkcwife  disfranchife  and  remove  them  from 

placuic  COS,  their  tribe ; as  degenerating  from  that  Roman  fleece  }and  noble 
tTnucom-5  parentage  from  Which  they  mere  defended,  the  ancient 
munione  fepe-  ® Conncels ,r  Fathers  and  Cbriflians  in  the  Primitive  Church , 
taxuConexl.''  did  ip fofaftoyxcomm  unicat  e all  Stage-players  , till  they  had 
Ca»  ,20.  sV  utterty  renounced yeltnquifhed  their  diabolic  all  profeffion  : r*- 
Augur  aut  p fitting  them  the  very  pollution. fame  0andblemi[h  of  the  fourth; 

Fanromimi  ^ The  very  depravers  and  defrayers  of  youth;  the -very  inflru - 
ruHt^pfacuit W ™snts  of  fane  and  Satan  ;yea, fitch  accurfed  mifcreants,as  were 
utpriusartibus  altogether  unworthy  Jb&tb  of  the  Society  of' Cbriflians,  and  of 
fuisrcnunci-  thofe  blejfed  Sacraments ,thofe  holy  Ordinances  of  the  Lord , 
dema  fufcipi-  which  are  not  to  be  c gives  to  fetch  unholy  dogs  , norcafl  before 
antur,ic*  vt  fuch  filthy  fwine  as  they . Plats,  Ariftorlc,  the  UWdJfillienfes , 

vltenus  non  ^eith  fttndry  Chrifiianyea,  Pagan  States  and  Smperoursy  fas  I 
^oTfi  fccere  /^all  pro  hercsfter)  exiled  all  prefeffcd  Stage-players  out  of 

contrainter^  heir  Common-weales,as  the  I ewes  and  Primitive  Cbriflians 
di&um  tenta-  ^xcluded  them  from  the  Church . Needs  therefore  mnfl  they 
cTantur  fb^"  e extremely  vitious  >int  oiler  ably  pernitiow  ( aad/0  by  y aw/e- 
Ecclcfia,  Con - quence  their  very  Stage-play ts  to)  whom  Church  and  State 
ctl.Eliberb  hAV$  tfjpx  j 6yntlj  vomsted  out  as  putred/noyfeme  and  inf  eft  ions 

xlnfanuwpld  members,  vnfit  to  live  in  either ; as  x Ludovicos  Vives  well 
UtdvuM.6Ain  concludes.  What Polycarpe^nce reply ed to  Marcion the  He*> 
Tmllo.Can^i  retiqne 5 Y I know  thee  to  be  the firfl-borne  of Satan ; maybe 
r CkmcBs  aPP^aWe  to  our  Common- A6brs ; the  Arch-agents, 

Romanus  Inftruments,and  Apparitors  of  their  origiaall  Founder  and 


lib.i.Epift. 

io.FucratiojTcrtuiiian,  depudicitia.cap.  7.  Chnfbft  Horn.  3«Dc Dayide&  Saule. 
f Matth.7.6.  / See  A<ft.6.Scane  5.&  A&.7.Scene.  6. 7.  accordingly.  £ Quanta 
confsfsio  eft  mala:  rei>cuius  aftores  cum  acceptifsimi  fint.fine  nota  nort  funt  ? Teriullki 
aX)De  fceftdcu’is  edp.ii.  x Nccefleerathiftriones perditfsimisfuifle  moribus,  &de« 
plorata:  nequiti.v,cum  in  eacrvitate  procivibus  non  haberentur,  cuiuseranrtam  multa 
milliahominum  flagitioCorum,  & facinereforumcivcs.  Nett,  in  A»?u#.De  CW.De  't. 
lib. l*c A 5. See  Bttttinrerui  de  Theatro.l  i.c.^o.  De  S cense  & Orcheftne  obfeenitate. 
5c  c.  5l.DeInfamiaTheatri.  y Cognofcoteprimogenitu  Satan x. Ire*  ahs. Confrere? 
fisl.yc.'i,  .p.l  f 4. Eufebiut  Eccle^a/f,hiftd^*(A^>  Ioh^.44.  Eph.2.2,3.See  A<ft. 


I.&2»  4DeRepublica,l,5.c.i. 
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Jivcs(a  badge  of  their  profcffion)much  like  the  life  of  Vox- 

tiger. }>  which  was  tragically  "Mom  in  the  beginning,  mfirable  in  princi  £ 

in  the  middeft  filthy  in  the  end.  What  the  conditions,  lives,  mifer  in  me- 

and  qualities  of  Stage-players  have  bcene  in  former  Ages,  f^lIarg!si.n 

let  Cyprian  yNaz>ianz,enyChry [oft  on?e9  jbtgufUne,  Nicholaus  Malm*ba 

CabafilayCornelitu  Tacit  m,  Mar  cm  csfurelius3yNilh  c others , Dt  Geflfi  Re- 

teftifie.  ^ The  firft  of  thefe  informes  us  5 d That  Stageplay- 

ers  are  the  Maftersymt  of  teaching ybut  ofdeftroymgyouthfin « ,l0# 

(instating  that  wickedneffe  into  others  3 Which  themfelves  have  c Ludovicus 

fitfully  learned.  trhence  he  writes  to  Eucratius , to  excomrm-  Vws,Not* 

meat  e a flayer  who  tray  tied  up  youthesfor  the  Stage- affirming,  ™ ^ ^ 

that  it  could  neither  f land  with  the  Maieflie  of  God , nor  the  vit.Dei.l  2. 

Dtfciphnc  of  the  Gofpef  that  the  chaftity  and  honour  of  the  ^iftri0  m 

Church  Jhould  be  defiled  with  fo  filthy yfo  in  famous  a contagion . y"°  cq0^ 

The  more  than  Sodomiticall  unclcannefle  of  Players  lives, he  ftkutusineiufc 

farther  thus  difcypheis.  * O ( writes  he  ) that  thou  couldefi  fre™  ^ 

in  that  fubtimt  watch-tower  infinuate  thine  eyes  into  thefe  dLo^perfe- 

flayers  feersts ; or  fie  open  the  clofiddorgsof  their  bed-ebam-  verat,&  ma* 

bers  and  brine  aH  their  imermoft  hidden  Cels  unto  the  confci - & do'* 

once  of  thine  eyes ; Thoufhouldeft  then  fee  that  which  ts  even  a diendoram, 

very  fime  to  fie : thou  might  eft  behold  thaty  which  thefe  groa - ft  d perdendo- 

ning  under  the  burthen  of  their  vices, deny  that  they  have  com-  |^mpuerGrum 

muted yand yet  haft en  to  commit : wenrufh  on  men  with  out-  didteit, cates 

ragious  lufis . They  doe  thofe  things  which  can  neither  pleafe  ris  quoque  in- 

thofewhobehold  them,  nor  yet  themfelves  who  aft  them.  The  non^efno- 

fame  yerfons  are  accufers  in  publike, guilty  in  fecret , being  both  bircum  com- 

cenfitrers  andnocents  againft  themfelves : They  condemnethat  municare. 

abroad,  which  they  praftifi  at  home * They  commit  that  wiL  OiLodPut°, 

* J J ego.nccmaie- 

ftati  divine, 

nec  evangelic#  difeipiina?  congruere,ut  pudor  & honor  cecl'cfias  tam  turpi  6c  infami 
contagioncfaedetur,&c.Cy/;74:»  .Epfi.ltb.l.EpiJt,  lo.Eucraito.  e O fi  pofsis  in  ilia 
fublimifpcculaconftitutus  oculos  tuos  interere  fecretis,  reduderc  cubiculornm  obdus 
£fca$ fores, & ad  confcicntiam  luminum  penitralia  occulta  referare , afpiciasab  impudis 
cis  geri}quod  ncc  afpicere  pofsit  frons  pudica.Videas,qu©d  crimen  fit  & videre  : Vide- 
os quod  vitiorum  furore  gementes  gefsiffefe  rngant , 6c  gerere  feftinant : libidinibus 
infanisjinvirosviriproruunt.  Fiuntjquajnecipfiijnccillispofluntplacere,  quifaciunt, 
Mentiornifi^lios^uitalis  cftincrepar,  turpisturpesinfamat,  6c  evafiflfe  fe  confcium 
credit, quafi  confcientia  fatis  non  fit.  Eidem  in  publico  accufatores,in  occulto  rei, inte- 
rnet ipfos  cenfores  pariter  & nocentes.Damnant fori*, quod  intusoperantur.Adoaittunt 
libjn*cr,quod  c«m  admifcrintjcriiniiuntur,&c,/^*7  EyifiMpZ^pfi.z  .Donato. 
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linglj, which  when  they  have  committed  f they  reprehend.  I 
am  verily  a tyar  jf  thofe  who  are  (itch  abufe  not  others : one  fil- 
thy perfon  defame  th  others  like  himftlfe : thinking  by  this 
weaves  to  eft  Ape  the  cenfure  ofthofe  who  are  privy  to  his  firms , 
as  if  his  owne  confidence  were  not  fufficient  both  to  accttfe  him 
/Nihil  turpe  and  condemn  him.  Thus  farre  Saint  Cyprian , f Gregory  Na- 
diiwntprxtft  z,ianz*en  records  of  St  ape-players ; that  they  repute  nothinff 
Nam  illorum  r^J  or  dtjhoHeft  but  modefiy  ; /to  are  the fervanls , fe* 

ali;  tjuidem  furtherers  of  all  lewdneffe ; /&«■  being  fto'r  onely  Art  and 
admirilftn S pyofi]fioiJ>  exceedingly  to  magntfie  themfelves  for fever  all  kinds 

artefm  hancfos  tfwantonnejfe ; being  imitators  and  afters  of  ridiculous 
lam  t^ncntjUt  things , accuftomed  to  blowes  and  buffets , have  (haven  off 
hriix*cntU~  M a ^azory  their  wodefiie } before  ever  they  had  cut 
magnopore”  their  hairc,  in  the  wanton  (hop  of  all  lewdnejfe  and  impuritie  j 
femet  efFerant,  accounting  it  a kinde  of  Artyas  wed  to  fujferyas  to  perfionate } on 
ridkularQ^d  fiageali  horrible  be  aft  ly  wickgdneffes  whatfoever , in  the 
fueti colaphis""  °Pen ef  all  men.  And  fo  he  proceedes  againft  them* 
Sc pugnis,qui  Saint  Chryfofiomey as  he  writes  of  Stage-players ; S that  they 
dorem  o§  PU"  are*nfAmofiS  perfinsy&c,well  worthy  of  a thoufand  deathes3be w 
ante  j^foTcri™  they  per finate  thofeftillaniesyebfcenitiesyadulteries3which 

nes  refecues  ad  lawes  command  men  to  avoyd,  §0  ke  informes  vs  like- 
f«difa*Ci&  wire,h  that  the  'Players  and  PI  ay  -haunters  of  his  time  were 
impuritatis  mofi  notorious  adulterers  ythe  authors  of  many  tumults  and  fe~ 

omnis  officina*  dttiotis  fitting  the  peoples  eares  with  idlerumorsy  and  fities  with 
qui  omnium  commotions : that  they  were  ready  both  to  ft  cake  j and  aft  all 
perpeti*S  qu^m  ^k^dneffes  whatfoever  y it  being  their  whole  profeffion  thus  to 
defignare  oms  doe ; ana  that  they  were  farre  more  fitvage  than  the  moft  cruell 
qiknT^"  heafts.  Saint  <^4ugufiine  , as  he  at  large  informes  11$  $ 

funt3  artis  loco 
ducnntj&c. 

Ad Selexcum  de  Reftd  Educatione.  pAge  Io 62  1 g Hiftriones  fordid',  i nfames,  dec* 
propterea  mille  illi raortibus  digni  (lint,  quoniam  qua:  fugerc  prorfus  cun&a:  imperant 
lcgcs,eaillinonverenturimitari.  Hom.6jn  Hatth.Tcm.l.Col.^lS  h Vnde  cress 
dis  nuptiamminfideatores  profidfsi  ? Nonne  ab  hu/ufmodi  feenis?  Vnde  qui 
thalomosaliorum  effodiunt  \ nonne  ab  Orcheftrailla  ? hinc  etiam  feditiones  exci* 
tantur,  hinc  tumultus  oriuntur.  Qui  enim  his  Itxdis  alunttir,  quique  vocem  ventris caufa 
vendunt,quidicere,  facere  omnia  promptifsimifuntatquc  in  co  (iiam  operam  collo- 
cantjhimaxime  folent  populum  rumoribusirtfiammare,& tumult  urn  iucsYiutes 
tcre  dcC'Hom^  %JnMmtTom,i-iCohZ99,JtB* 
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* that  the  ancient  Tomans  accounting  the  art  of  Stage-flaying  * Romani  cum 
and  the  whole  S cene  infamous,  ordained,  that  this  fort  of  wen  ^Jj1  ^enam* 
fieuld  net  onely  want  the  honour  cf other  Citizens,  hut  aljo  bee  que  totara 
disfranchifed  and  thru  ft  out  of  their  Tribe,  by  a legall  and  dift  Probro  duces 
graceful  cenfure  , which  the  Cenfors  were  to  execute : becaufe  J^inum non 
they  would  not  fuffer  their  vulgar  fort  ofpeople,  much  lejfe  their  rnocfc  honore 
Senators  to  be  defamed , dij graced  or  defiled  with  Stage-players : CIV,um  rcii' 

w hicb  alt  of theirs  Joe  files',  An  excellent  true  Roman  prudence  ^fed  etimi^ 
to  be  enumerated  among  thefiomans  fray fes.  So  he  likewife  tribu  mover! 
gives  this  ignominious  epithite  unto  Players:  k Scenici  ne - 

wicked  Stage-players  : intimating  thereby  ,that  praSara 
Players  commonly  exceed  all  others  in  all  kinds  of  wicked-  fane, 5c  Roma- 
nelfe.  Nicholases  Cabapla  hath  published  upon  record* 

* That  nothing  can  be found  more  wicked, more  det  eft  able  then  a pmdentia.E  c- 
St age- flayer.  1 Cornelius  Tacitus  relates  : That  in  Tiberius  ceenimreA* 
hu reigne,the  Roman  A Hors  grew  foimmedefl,  fo  exorbitant*  ^mR^ano* 
that  they  atttf  ted  many  things  feditioufiy  in  pub  like, many  things  ntm  eiTefceni- 
diftjoneftly  in  private  houfes:&  that  theyigrew  at  la  ft  to  fitch  an  cuseligilfet,^ 
height  of  mckednefe,  as  that  after  many  complaints againft 

themby  the  Tret  or  s, they  were  by  Tiberim  and  the  whole  Se-  nortmdaba- 
nate  exiled  out  of  Italy.  m Marcus  tsfureiius  himfeife  doth  turloois,ve- 
teftifie, that  the  adulteries,  rapes , mttrthers,  tumults  and  other  cenfbds  nota 
outrages  which  Stage-players  did  occafien  andcommit 3were  fo  tribum  tenere 
excejfive  • and  the  mindes  which  they  corrupted  with  their  propriam  mi- 
lewdnefefo  numerous ; that  he  was  enforced  to  banilh  them  t^O&niz 
out  of  Italy  into  He  lie  ft  ont, where  he  commanded  Lambert  his  mum  civitatis 
Z>sputie,to  keepe  them  clofe  at  work?.  We  n reads  likewife yhat  i^udis  avidum, 

Romanum,# c.Romani  verb  hotninibus  fcenicis  nec  plebcam  tribum,  quanto  minus  fe- 
natoriam  curiam  dehoncftariflnunt.  DeCi$it.Dei.itb.l.cap.\  3 .See cap.  14.  27*and 
29.  Talia  in  publicum  cantitabantur  a nequifsirrmfcenici*.  DeC&if.  Dei.  lilt. 

Zmcap.^.,  I Nihil  enim  poteft  mimoinucnirifcelcftius.  Devita  tn  Chrifto  lib.  i. 
Biblf0thPAtrumg0m.i4.pAg.lll'  l Vari/sdeinde  & fopiusinritispratorum  que- 
ftibus,poftremo  C^far  de  immodeftiahiftrionum  rctulit.  Multa  abi/s  in  publicum  fc- 
ditiose/rdaperdomostentari.  Ofcum  quendamludicruml.rvifsimcv!apud  vtilgumob- 
leAationis,eo  fiaptiomm  ac  viriutn  venilfe^t  auAoritatc  Patrum  coerccndum  fit, Pul- 
fi  turn  Italia hiftriones.^«v^/r»wj^.4.c4/. 3.  See  lib.i.cap.  14.  m Marcus  Aus 
relius*  lib.i,  cap.  14.  and  lib,  2.  Epiftlc  12.  to  Lambert.  n Marcus  Aurelius* 
- lib.  1.  cap.  14.  Suctonii.  NerofeA.l6.Pliniepanrgyric.TraianQdiAu3p.45.Alfx- 
anderabA'exandro  Genialium  Dierumlib.  6«cap.9.  See  AA.  6.  Scene.  5.  and  AA# 
. 7.  Scene  7. 
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Ncroy  TraUn,  with  divers  other  Reman  Emperours. , did 
quit*  extie  all  Stage-players  out  of  their  Dominions , be- 
caufe  their  lives  yheirpraHtfes  were  fo  vitious , fo  hurtful l and 
pernitious  to  the publtky good.  Such  were  the  lives  3 the  info- 
Iencies3the  exorbitances  of  Stage-players  informer  times. 
What  the  lives  , the  qualities  of  our  owne  domeftique 
Aflors  are,ot  have  bcenc  heretofore ; 0 Two  fevcrall tsflh 
0}  parliament  3which  ad)ndge  and  ft  tie  them  Rogues  ; toge- 
ther with  two  penitent  reclaimed  Play-^Poets  of  our  ownes 
(who  were  thorowly  acquainted  with  their  pradlifes  and 
pet  Tons  too)  will  at  large  declare.  The  firft  of  thefe  two 
toii8P*110*  Play-Poe^»vvho  out  of  confcience  renounced  his  profffi- 

* Players  the  on,and  then  wrote  again#  the  abominations  of  our  Stage- 

Schoolema*  playcs3writes  thus  of  Stage-players : P As  I have  had  a fay - 
Schoole of  t0  verffyin&  <ElaJ‘™#kersfo  hkewife  mtsft  I deale  with 

Absfe.  fhamelefie  imVtors . When  I fee  by  them  yon g boyes.  inclining  of 

* The  (lifpos  themfe  Ives  to  wickpdnefeyramed  up  in  filthy  ffeeches , ttr.na- 
mf”  °th  lay”  tura&and  unfeemely  geflurespo  be  brought  up  by  thefe  School ~ 
moftpm  mafters  3 in  bawdry  and  in  idleneffe  3 I cannot  chufe  but  with 
p Talis  homii  teares  and  grief e of  heart  lament . O with  what  delight  can  the 
ni  eft  oratio,  father  behold  his  f onne  bereft  of fhamefaftnejfe  3 and  trained  up 
Argument  urn  toimpudencie}  How  prone  are  they  of  the  mfe  Ives  and  apt  to 
eft  Iuzun#  receive  wftruttion of their  lewd  teachers  .which  are  the*  School- 
public^  oratis  m afters  of finne  in  the  Schoole  of  abufe}  what  doe  they  tes.ch 
Non^otefta-  them  J pray  you, but  tofojhrmfchiefe  in  their  youth  that  it  may 
lius  eftc  ingc^  alwayes  abide  with  them3and in  their  age  bring  themfooner  un- 
to hell  ? * And  as  for  thefe  Stagers  themfelves , are  they  not 
commonly  fuch  kinde  of  men  in  their  cow  erf  at  ion  .as  they  are  in 
profejfton  ? are  they  not  as  variable  in  heart  as  they  are  in  their 
parts  } are  they  not  as  good praftifirs  efbavdery , as  inattors  ? 

r Natural fe-  ^V£  *^*7  not  *n  fuch  fort  themfelves , as  they  give  precepts  unto 
quitur  ftmma  others  ? Doth  not  their  <2  talke  on  the  Stage * declare  the  nature 
quifquc  fur.  of  their  difiofition  ? doth,  not  every  .one  take  that  pan  which  is 
‘ventls^detau-  fro?er  t0  hi*  kjgde  ? Doth  not  the  f ‘Plough-mans  tongue  walke 
risnarrataras  of  his  Plough:  the  Sea-faring  ma*s  of  his  Ma ft  \ Cable  and 
tor,  Enumerat  Saile ; the  Souldiers  of  his  Hatnefte , S pc  are  and  Shield-,  and 
bawdy  mates  of  bawdy  matters}  z/dsk?  them,  if  in  the  laying 

out 
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out  of  their  parts,  they  choofi  not  thofe  parts  which  are  mofi 

Agreeable  to  their  inclination, and  that  they  can  heft  dif charge  ? 

jind  looks  what  every  of  them  doth  ntoft  delight  in /hat  he  cm 

be  ft  handle  to  the  contentment  of  others . If  it  bee  a roifting, 

bawdy , or  lafeivious  part, wherein  are  unfeewely  (peeches , and 

that  they  make  choyfe  of  them  as  befi  anfwering  , and  proper  to 

their  manner  of  play : may  we  net  fay/  how  much  the  more 

he  cxceas  in  his  gefture , he  delights  himfelfe  in  his  part  ? and 

by  fo  mach  it  is  plcafing  to  hie  difi  option  and  nature  ? If  (it  be 

hie  nature)  to  be  a bawdy  flayer,  and  he  delight  in  fuch  filthy 

and  curfed  aft  ions  Jhall  we  not  thinke  him  in  hie  life  to  be  more  Obieft* 

difir dered/ind t v abhorre  virtue  ? 'But  they  perhaps  will  fay  * 

that  fuch  abufes  as  are  handled  on  the  Stage , others  by  their 

examples  are  warned  to  beware  of  fuch  evils  to  amendment . In - i/fnfw* 

deed  if  their  authority  were  greater  then  the  words  of  the  Scrip * 

iure,or  their  zeale  of  more  force  than  of  the  preacher , / might 

eafjly  be  perfwadedto  thinke,that  men  by  them  might  be  called 

to  (rood  Ife . But  when  I fee  the  Word  of  truth  proceeding  from 

the  heart  ,and  uttered  by  the  mouth  of  the  Reverend  T each  err, 

to  be  received c of  the  mofl  part  into  the  eare,  and  but  of  a few  /See 

rooted  in  the  he  Art,  l cannot  by  any  meanes  beleeve  , that  the  1 5 . i • to  i o» 

words  proceeding fir  cm  apr  ophane  Player , and  uttered  in  fcor~ 

ningfirt,  interlaced  with  filthy,  lewde,  and  ungodly  Jpeeches, 

have  greater  force  to  move  men  unto  virtue,  than  the  words  of 

truth  uttered  by  the  godly  Preacher,whofez,eale  is  fuch  as  that  of 

JMofisf  who  was  contented  to  be  rafed  out  of  the  booke  of  life,  y Exod.3 

and  of  Ban  l*  who  wifhed  to  be  feparated  from  (fhrift  for  the  * Rom.9.? . 

welfare  of his  brethren.  If  the  good  life  of  a man  be  aY  better  j Faeere,ma- 

inflruftion  torepentance  than  the  tongue ,or  word , why  doe  not  i°rem 

P layers,  I be feech  you  Jeave  examples  of  goodnefie  to  their  po- 

fleritte  ? But  which  of  them  is  fo  zealous,  or  fotendereth  his  dicer  z^ckrj- 

faluation3that  he  doth  amend  himfelfe  in  thofe  points ; which  as  1 9. 

they  fay,  other  s/hould  take  heed  of  > jdre  they  not  notorioufly  ^om^Xd. 

krowne  to  he  thofe  men  in  th eir  life  abroad  , as  they  are  on  the  1608* 

Stage ,Roifters , Brawlers,  IlLdcalers,  Boficrs , Lovers,  Ruffi- 
ans ? So  that  they  are  alwayes  exercifed  in  playing  their  parts. 

Arid praftifing  wkkedneffc}makjng  that  an  u4rt,to  the  end  they 
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mi  fro  t the  better  gefiure  it  in  their  parts.  Tor  who  can  better 
play  the  Ruffian  yhan  a very  Ruffian  / who  better  tlx  Lover^ 
than  they  who  make  it  a common  exercife}  To  conclude  y the 
eid  ofVlayes  ^ PTi^P^ en^  rf Enter  ludes,  ii  to  feed  the  word  a with 
^ See  Marc  ' ffrts  and  fond  paflimes ; % to  Joggle  in  good  earn  eft  the  money 
cus  Aurelius  out  of  other  mens  pttrfes  into  their  ownc>  hands,  what  [hall  l 
toXambfrt  ^ ' They  are  * infamous  men  , and  in  * Rome  were  thought 
accordingly,  worthy  to  be  expelled , atibcit  there  was  libertie  enough  to  take 

* players  in-  pleafure.  In  the  Primitive  Church  thej  were  kept  outfiom  the 
Ton  s°US  ^Cr2  commmt°n  of  Chrifiians  and  never  remitted  till  they  had  per - 

# Players  ba=  « fortned  pub  like  pennance,  ^nd  thereupon  a Saint  Cyprian 
ni  Hied  out  of  in  acertaine  Epifile  counfelleth  a Eijhop>not  to  receive  a Player 


Epilt 
cratio. 
ObieEl. 
frtfifw*  . 


inthePrimi-  n ounce  an  uSTrt fo  infamous.  Some  have  obiecled ; that  by 
^ E ^{hlib^i  t^e.  publiko  Playes  many  forbear:  to  doe  evilly  fir  feare  to  be 
Epift.iol  Eui  pubhkely  reprehended ; and  fir  that  caufe  they  wihfaj  it  was 
t oiler ated  in  Rome  pwherein  Emperours  were  touched \ though 
they  were  prefent • Tdut  to  fuch  it  may  be  anf  vered ; that  in 
df gulfed  T layers, given  over  to  all f nrts  ofdiffoluteneffe , is  not 
found fo  much  as  to  will  to . doe  good, feeing  they  care  for  nothing 
leffie  than  for  virtue*  j4nd  thus  mush  fir  thefe  Tlayers.Ttus 
this  Play-Poet  s and  fometimes  an  A£tar  too.  Matter 
6 In  his  Playes  h $tspb*n  Gofau, mother  reclaimed  Play-Poet  # writes  thus 
confuted.  of  Stage-Players*  That  they  are  unesreumeijed  Tbikftims , 

and*°and  n a canker  in  their  ownefoules’.  ungodly  Mafters, 

his  Schoolc  of  whofe  example  doth  rather  poyfon  then  hfiruEl  men . Where - 
Abufes,  fore  (writes  hc)f thence  you  fee  by  the  example  of  ike  Romans  y 

that  EP l ayes  are  Rat f bane  to  government  of  (fommon-wealcs^ 
and  that  Players  by  the  iudgement  of  them  are  infamous  per- 
fonsyinwonhy  of  the  credit  ofhonefi  (fitizctns,  worthy  to  be  re- 
moved their  Tribe  • if  not  for  Religion  yet  for  frame , that  the 
(f  entiles  fhou Id  iudge  you  at  the  laft  day , or  that  ^Publicans  ■ 
and  Simes frouldpre (feint 0 the  Kingdome  of  Heaven  before 
you ; withdraw  your  feet  from  Theaters  with  noble  Marius  • 
fet  downefome  punifrment for  T layers  with  the  Roman  Cer - 
fm\  frtwyour felves  to  be  Qhriflians,  and  with  wicked  Spcm 
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ft  a tors  be  n ot  pit  Id  from  Dif Yipline  to  liber  tie  $ from  virtue  to 
plea  fare , from  God  to  Mammon : fo  frail  you  prevent  the 
fconrge  by  repentance  ghat  is  camming  towards  you^  and  fill  up 
the  gulf e , that  the  TDivell  by  Plajes  hath  digged  to  [wallow 
jo ut  Thus  he.  To  him  I will  annex  the  tcftipnonie  of  /.  <?. 
in  his  * Refutation  of  the  sApologie  for  After s»  Therefore  * London 
(writes  he ) let  all  T layers  and  founders  of  Play  es,  as  they  ten - 1 61 5 ’ 

der  the  falvation  of  their  owne foules^and  others  , leave  off  that  6 * * 
curfedkinde  of  life , and  betake  themf elves  tofuchhoneft  exer- 
eifes  and  godly  mj ft  cries  as  Cod  hath  commanded  in  his  Word 
to  get  their  living  withall.  For  who  will  call  him  a wife  man 
that  plajes  the  [sole  and  the  vice  l Who  can  call  him  a good 
Chrsfiian  that  playeth  the  part  of  the  Tdevill,  thefworne  enemy 
of  (fhrifi  l Who  can  call  him  a iufi  man  that  playeth  the  difi 
fembling  hypocrite  ? who  can  call  him  a firaight  dealing  man  % 
that  playeth  a co finer  s trick?  ? and  fo  ofaU  the  reft.  T he  wife 
man  is  afhamed  to  play  thefoole ; but  Players  will  feeme  to  be 
f uch  in  publtke  view  to  all  the  world:  A good  Chrifiian  hateth 
the*DevillJ?ut  Players  will  become  artificiall  Divils  , excel- 
lently well.  A iufi  man  cannot  endure  hypocrifie  , but  all  the 
afts  of P layers  is  diffimulation,and  the  proper  name  of  Player 
(witneffe  the  Apologic  it  felfefis ’hypocrite.  A true  dealing 
man  cannot  in  dure deceit  , but  Players  get  their  living  by  craft 
and  cofenageiF or  what  greater  cheating  can  there  be,  then  for 
mony  Jo  render  that  which  is  not  monies  worth.  T hen  feeing  they  Of  what  fore 
are  fooles  ^artificial!  Dive  It  frypocr  it  es  and  co fetters,  mofl  tvi-  °frnen  Play- 
dent  it  is  that  their  art  is  not  for  Chrifiians  to  exerafe , as  being  ers  e‘ 
diabolic  all, and  themf  elves  ir famous:  fitch  indeed  as  the  Lace- 
daemonians had,&  we  dfo  have  great  reafin  to  extrude  out  of ' 
our  C ommon-wealth : for  they  are  idle  jvitiow,  di/hone  ft  ,m  fa 
licious  yreiudicialland  unprofit  able  to  the fame.  T hey  are  idle, 
for  they  can  take  no paines, they  know  not  how  to  works  > nor  in 
any  law  full  calling  jo  get  their  living  : but  to  avoide  labour 
and  worke  Jike  brave  and  noble  beggersjhey ft  and  to  take  mo- 
ney of every  one  that  comes  to fee  them  loy  ter  and  play.  Hence 
is  it  that  they  are  vitious, for  idlenejfeu  the  mot  her  of vice  9and 
they  cannot  exercifi  their  offices  but  in  vices,  and  in  treating  of 
<*nd  with  vitiotu  men • T hey  arcdifhoneft  ,for  they  get  not  to 
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e In  vita  San=  t(ii*  ^ doing  good  worses  fiat  By  /pealing  filthie , vile , *#d  fif#/- 
&i  Ma’achi.v,  hmcfl  words:  They  are  malicious 9 for  they  are  accufiomedl 
biuusmaU*ma  /*r  their frtends  or  themfelves , r&<ry  /<?z/*  #0*  4 

artibuThaud  to  [peaks  *vM  of  him  ; W colour  ably  underhand  to  mocks  and 
facile  Iibidi-  float  at  any.  They  are  preiudiciall and  unprofitable  to  the  Com - 
mo*- wealth, fir  they  cofen  and  moske  vs  with  vaine  words , 
lumCatilin* - <*»d  we  pay  them  good  money,  &c.  From  all  which  ancient 
t\ump.x  z%  and  moderne  teftimonies,!  may  not  unfitly  write  of  Stage- 
players, as  Saint  Bernard  doth  of  the  ancient  Irifh  tn  Conne - 
retb  in  Malachias  his  time . e Nufiuam  adhuc  tales  expert tu 
fust  at  in  sytsantacuntyue  barbarie.  Nufiuam  repererat  fic 
cordingly.^^  propter  nos  ad  mores ; fc  fer  ales  ad  ritus ; fic  ad  fidem  imp  to  s ; 
libidines  cor-  leges  bar  bar  os  \ cervicofosad  difeiplinam ; fltsrcos  ad  vi- 

tupto  nihil  tarn,  Chrifiiani  nomine  ye  Pagani . And  no  wonder  is  it,  that 


See  Mailer 
Goflfons 
Schooleof 
Abufcs,  ac- 


7\* Flaycrs  are  Fo  tranfi'^ndently  vitious  and  unchafte,fince  they 
ttal.i  1 r .fefl.9  are  traiMd  up  from  their  cradles , in  the  very  d art  , the  School e 
/His divino  ofVenerieflewdneJfeandprophanneJfe • which  quickly  eatet 
mdicio  Hvpms  out e all  their  honefiy yheir  mode/lie, their  virtues, and  fraught s 
per  i^fuod  them  full  with  vice.  Since  then  it  is  abundantly  evident  by 

neqaitervi-  the  premifcs,as  alfo  by  experience ; that  common  A &or* 
are  thus  exceffively  vitious,  unchafte,  prophane,an  d£difi 
Ihlubrher'crft*  filute  in  their  lives , Vthicb  dr  awes  them  on  to  a diffolute  Kelt - 
dunt.Greg.  gion ; the  moft  ofour  prefent  Englilh  ABors  ( as  I am  cre- 
M*l»su.Mo,  dibly  informed)  being  profefied  Tapifis,  as  is  the  Founder 
Tunttuyf*  ofthc  late  etefted  new  Play-houfe:  the  Playes  which  iffue 
* 7318.  * 4 from  them  muft  needs  refemble  thefe  their  A&ors,  Zthe 
h Antuqulcs  fruit  being  never  better  than  the  tree  that  beares  it ; the 
elife  credis1 bos  ^rcam  no  purer  than  the  Springs  that  feed  it. From  whence 
I deduce  this  twelfth  Syllogifticall  Argument  againft  Stage- 
playes. 


m,quorura 
profeflbrcs 
turpifsimos 
omnium  ,ac 
flagitiofifsi- 
mos  ccrnis? 

Nondifcere 
debemus  ilia, 
fed  dedicifTe. 

Seneca  Ep.  88. 

Malorum  magillrorum  mala  do&rinseftj  vel  petias,  malorum  fexnimjramalafeges. 
Gregor. Naxjan^en.Orath.^  8 ./,$  84, 

ceed 


That  whofe  ordinary  A$orsand  Compofers,aro  for  the 
mod  part  difTolute, infamous,  unchafte,prophane,  de- 
boyft.and  vitious  men,  rauft  needs  bcfinfull  and  un- 
lawful! unto  Chriftians, h becaufe  no  good  thing  can  fro - 


Part.  i. 


Hiftrio-Maftix. 


4? 


cetdfrom [nek*  yy\iin&fizfiMauh.j. 17, 1 8.  Levit . 5 . 
2,j,Wi4,4,£^/,9,i8. 

But  fuch  arc  the  ordinary  A$ors  and  Compofcrs  of 
Stage-playes : witnefle  thepremifes. 

Therefore  they  muft  needs  be  finfull  and  unlawfull  unto 
Chriftiaas ; even  in  this  rcfpedl. 


Act  vs  4.  ScenaSecvnda. 

SEcondly,  as  thevitioufnefleofthe  A$ors,evenfo  the 
evilneffe  of  the  raoft  affiduous  Spectators  of  Stage- 

Elaycs,iafallibly  evidenceth  them  to  be  evill.  If  v?e  Iooke 
acke  to  former  Ages , we  have  the  expreffe  ceftiniony  of 
fmdry 1 Fathers  andk  (founcels,  that  all  the  godly  Cbrifiians  jTertuI.Apos* 
in  the  ^Primitive  Church  3 did  wholly  withdraw  them  [elves  logia,^  s, 
from  Stave-pUyes ; that  all  thofe ‘Paeans  who  either  atted  or  4i«Dc/pe<fta- 

Jr  6jL7  I.I.  11s  1 r culis.lib.Mis 

frequented  Play es,  did  immediately  upon  thetr  ccxverfion  to  nutiusFeJix 
the  Chrijlian  faith  3 and  their  very  firfl  admittance  into  the  O&avius.p. 

. Church  of  Chrift^even  publiktly  renounce  all  future  aiding, 
or  re  fort  to  Plates  : and  that  none  hut  Pagans  :unchafie  3 pro-  0cherms3ad 
phane3and gracelcffe  per  fins , 1 who  were  cafi  out  of  the  Church  Autolicum. 
by  publtke  Cenfures3dtd  ufe  to  flocks  unto  them,  fie  nee  was 
it  that  Ter tu Ilian  writes  thus  harfhlyj  m So  many  per-  2 p.170. 
fins  at  there  are  fitting  in  the  Flay-hcufi , fo  many  uncle ane  G.H.Tatia- 
[pints  are  there  prefent : intimating } that  all  the  Play-hm-  Gras 
tersofhis  *s4ge  , were  little  belter  than  incarnate  Devils  ; cosJbid.p* 
whence  he  ferioufly  dehor ts  all  Chriftiansfrom  FUyes.Htn ce3  1 80 . 1 8 1 . 
notonely  n Clemens  Alexandrine  f Cyprian,  P LaUanuus,  p^^hfiSla- 

nislegatio. 

Ibid  p.T38.I39oFpipbanius.Compend,Do<ftrina,  &c  p.  922,  ^ Concilium  Cars 
thag. 3 .Can. 1 1 . Conftantinop,6 . Can.51. 62.  Arelatenfe  2.  Can.2o.  Elibertinum. 
Can.<52.Aphricanum.Carui2.Sce  Ait-74Scene2,3.  / Cliryfcft.Hom.3 . De Davis 
dc  & Saule.  1 ertull  Depudiciria.c^Concil.Carthag*?..  Can.88.  m Am pbitheaa 
trum  omnium  Dx’monum  templum  eft  : totillic.immundilpiritus  confidunt,  quothos 
wincsctipit.DefretfacJ.To.  » Oratio.  Adhort.  ad  Gentes,&  Padag. 

I.3.C.11.  eDefpeftacuIisl.  >De  Veio  CuJt«,c*2o.  7 ©raiio  4.8, & DtRedia  Educa- 
tioncad  Selucum,p.io<>3 .1064*  Nazi* 
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E ifkol  * 1 3 Nazianzcn, r HienmfCkryfoJlome;1  lAttgufttnc ,y  $alvian3 
[.i&c  Co-  * * Iobn  S dtjburie  third  Co  tin  cell  of  Carthago,  Canon  1 1 . 

mentinEze-  with  divert  other  Y ancient  and  x moderne  Chriftian 
fUomilf0'  Luthers : but  even  a TuUy ,b  Seneca , and  the  lafcivious 
DeDauide  Sc  Poetc Cvid,  with  fundry other  Pagans;  doe  earns  fly  dif- 
Saule, hom.6.  fwade  men  from  refer  ting  unto  Flayes and  Theaters , becaufe 
none  but  infamous ,vitious,dij[elHte,  mchafle  , prophage,  and 
gracelefe  perfonsffwhofe  company  root  apt  to  poyfon,to  corrupt 
all  fetch  who  durfi  come  nigh  ther/t)  did  frequent  them.  It  is 
obferved  by  e fundry  Hifl  or  tans, that  Tiberius,  Tfjro,  Cali* 
gala  Jieliogabahi4>frer  us  ,Co?fmodus,Gallienus,Cartnus,  (the 
4rm‘k<riC^*  moft execrably  vitious5and  unchafte ©fall  th z Roman  Em- 
c i?i4.  perours)  delighted  moft  in  FI  ayes  and  All  or  s ; for  which  they 

deepelytaxethem  * whereas  the  f better  fort  of  Smperonrs 
were  not  addtttcd  to  them;  Z but  did  either  bani(h  them  their 
dominion i ; or  clfe  h deminifh  or  withdraw  their  pub l the  fit- 
Curialium.hi  pends . Suruay  we  all  the  Chriftian , all  the  Pagan  Antiqui- 
8*  ties  this  day  extant?we  fliallfinde  the*  very  bef  of  Chrifii. 


7. and  38411 

Matth. 

t De  Civit. 

Deil.2.c.3. 

to.  14.  De 

ConfenfuEs 

vangelifta- 


£ De  Guber- 
natione  Dei 
lib.6. 
x De  Nugis 


Scen^  ,4,7,  ansjewes  and  Pagans  of  all  Ages, all  places , not  dtaely  whol- 
Sc  Aft.7.  iyabftciningfrom,  but  li\ewife  centring  and  condemning 
Scene  3,4,? . Stage-play  es,  the  very  worft,  the  diffoluteft  and  unchafteft 
anl/hi/dUaft  Gnc^  °^hem  referring  to  them  with  delight.k  Saint  Chry - 
©fRetraifc  fopome,1  Ovid, with  Gindry  others  informc  u?,  That  Adul- 

fronvPlayts  terers,lVb§re-mafters,Fanders%Baytodes,whores,and  fuck  like 
M.Goilon6^  effeminate,,  idle ,unch  aft  e,  Ufciuious,graoeleffe  per  fens,  were 
M .Norths  the  mpfi  affiduom  'F lay-haunters  in  their  times.  Whence 

brooke,M. 

^tubs,D.Reis 

nolds,  loannes  Mariana, in  their  Treatifesagainft  Stage- playes,  with  fundry  others; 
See  Aft  . 6.  Scene  16  . ^OratioproPubl.QmnftioEpift.ad  Marinralib.7.  Epiffc.1.  De 
Legibusl,l.&  2.  b Epift.7#9o.&  123.  c Triftiu}.2.& Dc  Arte  Amandil.l.  <^Iu- 
nenaI.Satyr.5«8.i5'.See  A&.y.Scenetf.  e Suetoni;  Tiberius, Claudius, Caligula, Ta- 
citus,Annal  I.144. 2.3. Dion Cafsius,Rom.HiftorLcl.55.&  {p.Herodiart.l.  I.litveai 
nal.Satyr. 8. Lampridf/Heliogabalusp. 200.20 2UuIi;  Capitolini  Verusp.67.69.Tres 
beiri/Pollioni^GallieniDuop. 5094310. 314,31^. 319. Plavi;  Vopifci  Carinus.  p* 
446,447,449.  jfHaecomnia^vvriting  of  Stage*  playesjnefcio  quantum  ad  populum 
grati*  habent,nuilius  eerteiaonaentifiintapudj^incip&sboncsjFIavi/  Vopifci  Carinur. 
p*  449.  £ See  Marcus  Aurelius  Ep.i  2.  tOoLambcrt.& Aft.6  Scene  ^.Aft  7.Sc  7.  h 
See  Aft. ^.Sc  2.  i See  Aft. 6.5c  7.throughout.  ^Vndo  credis  nuptiarum  ifidiatcres 
prcficilsifnonneabhuiufinodifcenis  ? Vndeillosqui  thalamos  aliorumdfodiuntt’nons 
ne  ab  Orcheftra ilia.  Nonnehinc  complures  adulteri^&c.Homi3  8.  in  Math.  Tom.2* 
Col.  299.  /Sedtuprajcipue  curuis  venareTheatris,Inveniesillic  quod  ames,quodlu- 
dcre  poisi5,Quodque  femcl  tangas;quod  que  tencreYcbs.Dc  Arte.AmarJtU  j y.ito.  1 6 1 , 

Ifiodet' 
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m Ifiodor  Htfalcnfsf  Primafius, 0 RemigitUy  P Haymo}  and 
q Anytime  write,  That  the  Play-houfe  and  the  St  ewes  were  one  j^em  &*prJj 
smiths  fame  in ancient  times  5 becaufe  after  the  Plxtyes  were  ftibulumjeo 
ended, the  whores  who  re  fey  ted  to  the  Play-houfes  5 or  were  bar- 
bored  in  themtdidpr oftitut  e themfelves  upon  the  Theater  jtnto  mcrjtrjccs 
the Ittft  of  others,  they  when  all  derive  the  tFord fornication ; profternanmr 
afornicibus^feulocistheatralibus ; fromTdrotbels  and  Play-  pj^j.nu” 
houfesftohere  Whores  were  kept  and profiituted  after  the  Playes  p*  j * 
werea&ed*  Such  aud  no  other  were  Play-houfes  is  Scagc-fre-  * Enarrau'o. 
quenters  informer  Ages. And  are  they  not  now  the  fame?  If  ^jRom,IO‘ 
we/ecludethofechildren,thofenoviceS  j whofe  ignorance,  0 HxpiVnatio 
chiidilhnefTe^vanitiejfcllyjOr  injudioufnefle  allure  them  to  in  Gal.?. y.  19* 
playes  or  fuch  like  Gugaes,  v which  men  of  riper  ye  ayes  and  /Exe8eCslia 
lodgement  doe  contemns^  together  with  fome  few  fociable  ^^Com.lnE- 
ingenuousdifpofitions,  whom  the  ^ fr effing  impertunitie  phef,5.v,30 
of  car  nail friends,  or  vehement  follicitations  of  lewde  ac-  j^^S^Cafvir* 
quaintance  doe  cafually  draw  t o Stage-playes,  againft  the  dams" 
lfecret  reluctances  of  ihetr  owne gain  faying  con feiencesf*  rrhat  Varjarum.17* 
life  are  the  ref  due  ( at  leaft  the  Maior  part ) of  our  fiffidu-  Epi£  iq  .<& 
eta  E lay-haunter  sf  but  Adulterers  , Adultmjfes  , wbore-  De Theatro  - 
maflers^horeSyBa^des^PanderSyRuffaus^  I{oarers  y'Drun*  1 2.c.<ro.?r? 
kards , Prodigals  fiheaters ftdkytnfamons  fafe }prcpha»e , and  accordingly, 
godleffe per fans  jwhoY  hate  allgrace^all  goodneffe,  and  make  a nobisanni  ° 
mocke  of piety}  What  are  they  but  the  very  filth, the  drofie,  pr^dantur 
the  feumme,  of  the  Societies  and  places  where  they  live?  euntes:Eri5 
the  very  * c JMothss  , the  T)rones  and  Cankerworntes  ofth2  Vw7rem°con- 
Commcn^weale  ? thea  fame  and  blemifh  of  Religion}  the  vivia,!udos, 
tnoft putred fcandalotes  jtostiou4yand degenerate  branches  both  Horace  Ep\ftm 
cf  Church  and  State  y which  Should  be  fvued  cut  5 bee  leppedoff 
from  both , had  they  their  tuft  demerits  ? If  any  Play-haun-  /'Rogantibus 

ter  deeme  this  cenfure  over-harih , his  own  confcience  inuft  Pfftifcra,  lar- 

gtrjjblande  dc 
afFabile  06b 

eft.Senec/t  De  Benefedli.csq..  t Et  He  grandis  in  faospietas,  impietasin  Dcum 
cft.Hierom  E&ft.i  v Aiqualis  habitus  illic,nmilemque  videbis  Orcheftram  & 

populum./uuezut/4Sst/yr.;  tp.ll . x Seethethird  blaft  of  Retrak  from  Playes  and 
Theaters3ar.d  Jvl .'Northbrooke,M  .Stubs, M GofTondn  their  T reatifes  againft  Stages 
playes.Petrarch.De  Rened,iVtr.Fortun#,l.l. Dialog. 30. accordingly,  j See  A cit. 

C .Scene  12.13.  Sec Aft^.Scene.d.  a Cyprian.  Epiftj.l.Ejift. io.Chryfoft, 
Homt3«DeDaYide&  Saule  See  A&.tf.Scene.d,.?, 

V ' lufe- 
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& Prater  alia 
hoc  fiitntrum 
ex  amore  fui 
vitium  in  anis 
mo  horrsinis 
€xifUt,quod 
iuftusfui  iplius 


fubfcribe  unto  it,b  iffelfi-love  hath  not  blind'd  it  • fince  hee 
can  hardly  cull  out  any  who  dif  oflfetS  or  come  not  vnto 
Stage*  pi  lyes/o  fuparlativcly  vitious.or  unchafte,  as  thofe 
who  moft  Frequent  them.  This,  all  the  fore-quoted  Au- 
thors  largely  ccflifie  in  their  Quotations  in  the  Margcnt; 
& inVorruptus  to  whom  I Hi  all  onely  adde  the  fuff rage  of  l.G,  in  his  Refu- 
iudexeflene?  tationofthe  z/4pologiefir  t/fclors.p.j  5.  5 6. But  now  (faith 
eft  cnim'rda-  hz)to  draw  to  the  co nclujionofmy  difeourfe , 1 will  onely  defi 
matx  cognitor  cribc  briefly  ywho  fir  the  tnofl  part  they  are  who  runne  madding 
quiamat,nifl  mtoPUyss,  In generall  the  vulgar  fin , in  whom  ftcero  pro 
TUnco,  faith, there  is  no  re  A fin, conn  fell  or  diferetion , But  to 

pU.C  pOlUlb  , J J J t J 

inpratioha-  particularise  font:  onely  among  all.  The  prophane  Gallant 
bereatque  fe*  toftedbis  pleafure  ,ihe  Citte  Dames  to  laugh  at  their  owne 
qu*  [fames ; the  Count  rey  Clowns, to  tell  wonders  when  hee  comes 
fine  & dome-  home }of  the  vanitie  he  hath  feme  \ the  Bawdes  to  intice ; the 
Rica, P lut arch . whores  and  Curt esans  to  Jet  tbemfelvss  to  pule;  the  Cut - 
e?  jrntattT  t"rle  'oft**/* ; the  Pickpocket  to  fi'tch ; tbi  kntve  to  bee 
DlfcjTom.i.  inflrufted  in  cofening  trickes  ; Youth  to  learne  amorota  c>:n- 
/.  174..  ceits\  feme  fir  one  wicked  purpofejfome  for  another  1 none  to 

any  good  intent  fiat  all fruitlcjfely  to  fiend  their  time.  But  a- 
tnongany  others  jh it goe  to  the  The  aters, when Jhall  you  fee  an 
ancient  Citizen, a chafie  Ada'ron  , a modejl  tJWaid,  a grave 
Senator ,a  wifi  Alagtftrate,a  iufi  fudge , a godly  Preacher , a 
religion  man  not  blinded  in  gnorance  y but  making  ccnfcienre 
of  his  way’s.  You  fiati  never  fee  any  of  thofe  at  Tlayes,  for 
they  count  it  fhamefuR  and  ignominious , even  an  All  of  re- 
proach that  may  redoundunto  them,  I (hall  clofe  up  this  with 
that  oiTetrarch  f The  way  to  the  play-hettfe  is  altogether  un- 


c Theatre, 
quo  quifquis 
malusierit, 
rcdibitpelsi 


mus:Nam  bo-  known : to  good  men  • to  which  when  any  iffmangoeth , hee  re - 

msiturillud  tPtmgS  the  worft  of  any  : and  if  any  rood  men  goe  thither  itno- 

ignotumeft:  . , A J 1 n » S c • f a- 

qui  Ci  cafu alii  rantlj  by  accident  ybty  Jhaurtot  want  contagion ; So  inrecti- 

quo  ignari  ous,fo  vitious  is  the  company  that  ufually  refofts  to  Plaics: 
3 i^no^^re-  VC17  °f  c^iem  *n  condition  , d being  for  the 

bunt!  DeRez  moft  par  t, lovers  ofpleafures  wore  than  lovers  of  God ; having 
medio  w.  onely  an  out  ward  firms  ofgodlwelfifand  mod  fcarce  fo  much) 

joiiuvA  , 1 . but  denyinr  the  power  thereof.  From  all  which  premifes  , 1 

5.  in  all  derive  two  unanswerable  arguments,  to  prove  the 
unlawfulnefieofStage-playes.  The 
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The  firft  ofthcajjb«ingthcthirt«nshm  number  , may 
be  cad  into  this  forme. 

That  which  the  very  bed, the  holieft  Chridians , have  ah 
wayes  conftantly  avoyded,  condemned  as  evill  5 the 
very  word  and  mod  notorioufly  vicious  only  of  Chri- 
ftians,  of  Pagans,  of  ancient  and  moderns  times,  afFc- 
6bd, applauded, frequented  with  plcafure  and  delight; 
6 is  cer  tamely  ev  til yand  fount  aw  full  unto  Chrifiians . 

But  fuch  is  the  cafe  ofStage-playes, 


e Qupniam 
quod  apud 
malosdepra* 


Therefore  they  arc  ccrtaincly  evill,  andfo  unlawfull  un-  Jenditurdid 
to  Chridians.  po%t  Seneca 

The  Minor  is  evident  by  the  premifes,by  expcriencc^and  aeyiu  Beat a, 
by  the  feventha<denfuing>  The  Major  is  manifed  by  its 
owne  light.  Forfirft  the  Primitive  Chrifiians  and  godly  geniorumex- 
menfwhofe  ^Jhps  we  ought  to  follow  )g  abhorre , Ye\e[l)  con-  ercitusnon 
demne  nought  elfe  but  finfall,  fcandalom  pernicious  paftmes,  m<idemalis 
(nit  Cbriftianjauhtible  or  law  full  recYeations)r  epugnart  to  the  capif.^l^L 
Script ures9to  the  inward  principles  of  grace  implanted  in  anz,e»,DeRes 
their  foules ; or  to  the  difeipline,  puritieand  honour  of  the 
Church,the  Saints  of  God  who  went  before  them ; the  cum.*.  10V4, 
onely  rules  by  which  their  lives,  their  iudgements , their /Htb.i  3.7. 
afFe&ions  are  diredbd.  Secondly,  unregenerate  gracekfie  Pp^j ,T7'  ^ 
perfons,h  as  they  commonly  hate  nought  elfe  but  goodneffe , fo  l-faLioi^f* 
they 1 moft  re  ally  affdf  admire  3 frequent  the  pleafures  , the  Ffa,  119,104, 
delights  of  ft  we,  which  ere  tnoft  homogeneous  to  their  lujls3  l2I8‘^”jos 
tnr(l  fait  able  to  their  fin  full  dfjfr  options.  No  man  can  fisde  17.pV0u.i9i 
any  true  contentment  or  delight  in  anything,  k but  that  27.  2 Tim.  2. 
which  is  fat  able  to  his  nature ; becauie  Kill  pleajfure}  all  com - * ^gumen 

turn  bo ni  eft 

malisdifplicre.  Seneca de  Vita  Beata  cap.iq,  Nihilnifi  grande  aliquod  berum  a Ne • 
rone  darnnatum .Tertnl . A po>  egfa  ,ad$erf  Genies . cap. c . See  Pfal,  3 6 . 4.  Pfal.  34,  2 1. 
2 Chron.i  9.2.  Amos  ^ .10. Mich, $.:.Prov.29. 27  accordingly.  i Prov.  2.  13,14., 
15.  c.  ic.23  c.  17.70. c. 21. ic.lfay  5.l?,l9.Icr.^ .2 2.Hofea4.8  Mich.7.3.Rom.i. 
32.  2 Thenr,2.i2  Titus  3.3, Horrinismali^jalce  Punt voluptates* Euripides. Epbiges 
nia,p.643»  ^Similiaenim  firrilibusgaudent.  Macrolsu*  Saiurn\  7 C.7.P.694,  l Sis 
miliamicumeft  fin  ile  Artfl.Rbetcr.il .c.  1 1 .>>.8c.Magnam  vimhabetad  coniungcndas 
amicitias  ftudiorum  ac  nature  fimilitudo.  Cicero  pro  Ant.  Cluent  'io  Oratio.p.  40?.  Ad 
conncdtendas amici:  as  vcl  tcnaciftitviuai  vinculum,  morum  limilitudo.  Pfin,Ep$, 
Itb.  1 4 -Epft- 1 9./.'  7 3.  Semper. limiiem ducit  Deus  ad  fimilem.  Homers  OdyJJea . 
lib  17./ 49  8. 
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pUcency  whatfoever,arifeth  from  fmtlitude  and  proportion. 
Now  nothing  is  fo  connaturall,  foconfonant  to  the  cor- 
ruptions of  depraved  Stage-haunters  as  fiufull,  luttfull,  or 
polluted  ob;e<tt$.  Therefore  Theatricall  Emerludes,  which 
wicked  men  moft  delight  in, and  many  of  them  fo  adore,  as 
to  make  Theaters  their  Chappels , yea,  Tlayet  their  wcekdy 
Ser?»ons ; mutt  needs  be  finfull  and  polluted  , as  their  na- 
tures are ; elfe  they  could  never  flocke  unto  them  daily  with 
delight, to  their  no  fmall  cxpence.  So  that  this  firft  Argu- 
ment is  unanfwerable.. 


/Mifera  raa- 
lomm  fpe&as 
cuh.Deye&a 
Educations 
ad  Selucttm . 

m i Cor. 7.9, 
lo,Ti.Pr0.i. 
lo.to  17. 
»Prov.i3.7. 
Ephery.u, 
12.2  Cor.tf.- 
I4,i  S. 

0 Pfai.i.i,*. 

p 2 Tim4^  4 
5,.2ThefT<3. 
6.Prov.f.?f 
8,9,Icr,9.*. 
Rtfy.i  8.4. 
Tales  hab:to 
locios  vjaorutu 
contubernio 
non  infamcris. 
Hei  rom.Epift. 
2 c.a. 

7 Pfal  2(j,4,$ 
r Pfal.  101.3, 
4)^7- 
/PfaU.8. 
Pfal.li9.il  5 
Pfal  1Z*.  J?. 


Thefecond,(in  courfe  the  fourteeenth)  Argument  a- 
^gainft  Play  es,  from  hence.is  this. 

Thofe  things  to  which  lewde  company, unchsfle,detoitt 
prophane,  and  gtacelefle  perfons , fiockeby  trocpcs, 
with  greedinefle  and  delight,  is  undoubtedly  fin  full, 
yea, utterly  unlawfull  unto  Chrifiians. 

But  fiich  company , fuch  perfons  as  thefe,  (efpecialiy 
Strumpcts,Pandors,Bawdes,  Adulterers,  Whorema- 
tters, Drunkards, Prodigsl$,)doe  ttocke  by  troopes  to 
Stag  e-playes,  with  greedinelfe  and  delight. 

Therefore  they  are  undoubtedly  finfull,  yea,  utterly  un~ 
lawftillunto  Chriftian: 

The  Minor  is  fulncientl-y  confirmed  by  the  premifes ; by 
the  thirds  laft  of  Retratt  from  Playes  and  Theaters,  pag.  C6, 
and  by  the  fuffrage  o£N’azJiattz,en\  who  ftiles  Scagc-piaycs 
1 the  inferable  Spectacles  of  wicked  men.  The  Major  is  irre-  - 
fragable. 

Firtt,  becaufe  the  Scriptures  enjoyned  all  Chrifiians ; 
m not  to  keeps  company  w/th  wicked  men\  n not  to  have  con- 
cord fellow[hip  or  communion  with  thernjn  wicked  things  tjpe- 
ciallj  ; 0 not  to  walks  in  the  com  fell  of  the  ungodly  , to  ft  and  in 
the  way  of fin  Hers,  nor  ft  in  the  feat  of  the  fcorrtefttll , P but 
wholly  to  withdraw  and  turns  tkemfehes  from  every  one  who 
wa/kys  dif orderly  j after  the  example  of  David;  3 who  hated 
the  affemb  lies  eft  he  ungodly  : and r would  not  kgow  a wickyd 
ferfex'y  giving  them  this  refolute  farewell:  ‘Depart  from 

me  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity  for  the  Lord  hath  heard  the  voyce 
of  my  weeping.  Second- 
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Secondly,  becaufe  Chriftians  muft  c net  conforme  them-  * Rom,i2.lt> 


Thirdly  3becaufe  ill  company  y arc  not  oncly  an  evident  Deo  odibiks. 
* appearance  ofevillyvhich  thrift iam  muft  avoyd ; but  like- 
wile  a mo  ft  a dangerous  i*  (inflating  ^bewitching  temptation ; a cot,'ii26.d* 
prevalent  per fwa jive  provocation  unto  cviU ; and  fo  much  the  ^ 1 Thcr.5. 
wore  dangerous,  by  how  much  the  more  numerous.  Lewde  2azdroy  x I0 
companions(efpecially  fuch  as  haunt  our  Theaters)  are  of  a t0  i6.cV-5*" 
mo  ft  b infettiom  Jeproui , captivating  evfnaring  cjualitte:  they  tothe  end. 
are  all  of c Cat  times  dtfpofition , they  will  quickly  corrupt  all  jnf^adf* 
thoft  who  entertains  their  friend fli  ip  , or  intrude  into  their  f el- 
lovpfhip-, making  them  as  unchafte  fdeboyft^and  vitious  as  them - conveifatione 
/elves  at  laft,  though  they  were  d vertttoufty  dijpofed  at  the 
firfi  ; how  much  more  then  will  they  poyfon  and  corrupt  all  y^m  aiR  ** 
fuch  who  are  naturally  i oclined  unto  vice  ? Toentcrcommen  commendat, 
therefore  with  fuch  contagio us perfons  in  their  Play-houfe  ^ n^ftiend- 
ConventicIcs3tbeir  TheatricallEnterludesmuft  needes  bee  busallinit.Vti 
ftnfulljbecaufe  ic  is  a ftrong  allcdlive , a vehement  temptati-  que  quo  ma- 
on  unto  finne.  ^V^com**" 

Ob\eVt . If  any  here  objt  d^that  many  good  Divines^a-  miiTcmuivcS 
ny  gracious , pious  Chriftians  refort  oft-times  to  Stage-  periculiplus 
playes,as  well  as  vitious  perfons ; with  whom  men  may  ac- 
company  without  any  danger : therefore  there  is  no  fuch  ^sodales  ma- 
hazzard/uchpravityerinledion  in  Play-haunters  fociety  li,laes&peftis 


Cent,i  XpiJi.C ^.Deditharc  eontagio  Iabem,&  dabit  in'plutes.lu<v,Sjtj r.?4 
c O nines  qurs  flagitium,cgeftas  ?confcius  animus  exagitabat,,  hi  Catiline  proximifa- 
miliarefquc  erant : quod  li  quiscCiam  a culpa  vacuus  in  amicitiame’usincideratjquoti- 
dianovfuatqueilleccbris,facilepar,(imilifqueca!terisefficiebaru£i%4/»y?^jSf/?«/»?Os: 
ub7tArtum\.f>dg.jzt'4  S&peiralorum  confortia  etiam  bonos  corrumpunt,  quanto 

anagis  ecsqui  ad  vitiaproni  flint.  Cor^c ilium  Toletanum  1 a 


/ 3 £>  ■ J J - 

the  y lufts  ofmenftut  to  the  will  o£  Cod  : the  time  pa  ft  of  their  j Quant  qes 
lives Jseing  fuffieient for  them  to  have  wrought  the  will  of  the 


Centres. 


bus  placenr, 
tambflmt 


as  isfuggefted. 


Hypfitto  Epifi, 
Centur.l.E = 


animomra. 
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Hiftrio-Mi/iix. 


Part,  i . 


I ^/v^Firftjthatpcrchanccfomc  few  exorbitant, fear* 
#Pi«ritqiieSa-  hiftrionicall/buc  farre  from  good)  Divincs,ac  Icaft- 


ccrdotcs  & 
ClericimalS 
vivcndo,foi:- 
nu  ceteris  in 
malum  exi- 
ftunt,qui  in 
b»niseireex3 
cmplum  debuc 
txuntjfiodor 
hijp  a'.enft  Ds 
junmOiBeno 
ltb,\  c Jp.$  8. 
/ See  Aar/, 


wife  from  good  Chriftians , may  fometimes  vifit  Theaters 
and  publike  Einer!udes,ro.che  fcandaliof  Religion , the  bie- 
mifla  of  their  fun<5lion,e  and  ill  example  of  others  ; for  which 
they  fhould,thcy  ought  to  receive  an  heavy  ccnfure,  were 
Ecclefiafticall  Difciplitie  duly  exercifed,  But  I dare  pre- 
fume there  h not  one  zealous , faithfull , confcionable, 
painefull  Miniftcr  this  day  living  , who  dares  to  grace  a 
Play  or  Play-houfe  with  his  prefence : fincc  not  onely 
£ divers  Fathers:  but  likewife  5 twenty  five  feverall  Councels , 
befu'es^  [tudry  Canonical!  Confii  tut  ions,  have  exprefly  inki- 
Scene  4.  fated  all forts  ofClergie-men  what  [sever  ,Hndcr  paine  effujpen* 

odicenum  ^ fion>and perpetual! deprivation , to  he  either  Attors  or  Spctta* 
Can. ^4  Car-  Hors  of  any  pub/ike  Stage-play  3 or  to  countenance  it  bj  their 
tbag.3 .Can.  pre fence  : which  I would,  all  fcandalens  * FUy*hamtmg  Ec~ 
tinojftf"  hi”"  clefiafiiches  (of which  there  are  now  too  many)  would  cordially 
1 rullo  Can.  confider ; that  fo  they  might  reforme  their  errour,  for  feare 
24*Veneti-  of  degradation,  which  they  well  demerit,  and  good  Diocc- 

C'uTranenft*  ^ans  may  juftly  inflifi  for  this  their  crime, 
bib. Lad  pio . Secondly,  I anfwer;  that  perchance  fome  punynew- 

Can  8s. 1 00.  converted  Chriftian  Novices,  being  altogether  unacquain- 
1 ^ V'cin4'1*  tcc*  r*^c  hurtfulnefle,  the  wickcdnefTe  of  Stage-playe?, 
io.AgatHenss  may  fotnecimesbe  occafionally  dravvneuncoStagc-pIayes ; 
fe.Can  ;8.<9  partly  to  beare  others  company,  whofe difpkafure  they 

Toronicum  3. 

Can.7.S.Ca- 

bilonenfc  :,Cw.o -.Rhcmenfe.Can.  1 c .Moguntinum.fub  Rabano, Arch.  Can.  1 3 . Pas 
riiicnfe  fub.Lud.&  I othario.lib.  I .cap.  3 8.  Coloniettfe.  1536.  pars  2.  cap.  25.  Nice- 
run).  2.  Can. 22 .Balilhnfcfub Eugenio.  Surius. Tom  4 pag  223.  Moguminurn 
fub  Sebaftiano.  An  ol  34.9.  cap.74.  *-  aterancnfefub  Innocentio  3-.  Can.  1(5.  Capi- 
tal Gra’carum  Synodorum,  Surius  Concil.  Tom.  2.  pag. 757.  Can  50.  Concil. 
I ingonenfe  1 40 4.  Senoncrife  1525  Carnotenfe  IS26.  BunTgenfe  1582.  Bituri- 
er<ei^84.  A quenfe  I ^ 88.  Ttiror icim  I <>  8 apud  Bochdlium.  Decreta  Ecdel?* 
Gallican.v.  lib.  6.  Titulus  19-  & Decreta  Eufebi;  Papa:  Anno  ?C9-  cap.*.  Surius 

Concil.  Tom.  i.pag.;  12.  Decreta Innocently  I. Can  1 1 Jb.p.5  2 9. Reformatio  Cleri 
Germania:  RatTporve  IC24.  cap.4.SuriusTom.4  .p.71 : • Decreta  Odonis  Parifienfis, 
inter  ComnmniaprAcepta,  cap.I  }.apud  Carranzam  Fol  } Decreta  Pauli  quintiac 

\ ud  Ioannem  Langbecrucium.Dc  vita  & honeftate  Ecclciiafticorum  1 2.C.2I  2 2. 
ftmiani  Codex  .I.i  .Tit,4-5-  * Vbinam  hodic  cftclercorum  decor  continenti.c  in  geu 
ftu'.v ichi  vdlituA  rifu?  In  conviviy‘s,tabernis,ludi5tt&  Theatris  vbique  vagantes  ere- 
briusrepcriuniu^quaminlocis  Deo  dicati $ .ows EccUfid  c.13  .fefal, 
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might  elfe  incurrc : partly  through  the  importunate  feli- 
citations oflcwde  acquaintance;  partly  by  the  novalty  or 
fubje$ofche  Play  it  felfc;  partly  to  ''acquaint  thtntfelves  ilntelligcre 
the  better  with  the  dangerous  con fe  quinces  And fruit  es  of  Flay-  £1* ^ 
ho/ifes  ,t  hat  fo  they  may  more  iuftly  con  dens  ne  them , merepe-  autem  yitupes 
remptorily  abandon  them  for  future  times ; yet  principally  rabile.  Nec 
becaufc  they  are  not  fully  convinced  of  their  finfulntfle.  roalumffeta- 
But  that  many,  that k any  gracious  > godly, growers 9 faithful/  cit  malum,  fed 
Chriftiansjvho  are  thorcwly  inftrtsUed  in  the  wayes  of  go dlt-  quifacitmas 
ne ffe,ox  in  the  noxious  qualities  of  Playes,  doc  cor  ft  ant  ly , *in 

doe  frequently  refort  to  PUy-houfesjo  S t age-play  es fe ft  totally  Matth.Hom. 
outofaloue  or  liking  unto  Flayes  themfclves)  I utterly  24. ckryfo f% 
deny,  * 

Firffbecau (clnotruelj  fanttifyed  Chriftian  {who cannot  ^SeeGoflon, 
ptfftbly  delight  in  any  fyjowneevtU)can  ever  patiently  hc&e  9 or  FJay«  cofuted 
deight fully  behold jhe  fever  all  grojfe  abominable  mehydneffes  ^cmit^orrT^ 
that  are  daily  aided  and  committed  on  the  Stage , but  his  very  playes  and 
heart  would  forthwith  boy  It  Within  him  ye  a, his  eyesgufh  forth  Theaters,p. 
wit  bteares,  out  of an  holy  indignation  agafaft  them,  Second- t 
ly,becaufe  it  is  m iwpcjfible,  that  true  godly  Ckriftians  fbou'd 
tabs  any  re  all  pie  afar  etn  thefe  Theatrical!  interludes  which  A&S17  *&• 
wseked  men  moft  affett:& nee  th gr  actons  yht  gracelejfetare  as  ? ; 

contrary  one  to  the  other  in  their  chiefe  delights  , as  light  and  SeeChryfoft.* 
dirbyneffe ; right eoufnefte  and  unrightecujneffe  ; Chrift  and  ^ om.?8  in 
Belial ; Be/ecvers  and  Infidels.  Thirdly  , becaufc  0 all  godly  i^confuc 

Chriflisns  in  the  Primitive  Church , have  wholly  abandoned  ted  .The  third 
Stage-play  es,  as  fin  full,  as  m chrift  tan  pleafurcs;  Therefore  BlaftofRe* 
all  pious Chriftiansmuft  needs  abhorre  them  now  ; they 
being?  gtuded  by  the  felfe  fame  [Ford  and  Spirit  as  the  Pri-  tra*  ch!  De 
mitivt  Chrftians  were  ; fo  that  they  q cannot  chufe  but  have  Re,™dio 
t be  very  felfc - fame  j udgement  with  them  in  all  things  , 2nd  fo  ^ °ftanx • 

}o.  accor-' 

„ . dingly. 

^ Hebr.i  1,2 4,25.  Pfal,  1.  I,2.Pfal2^4,5,^  Amos?.?,  Qujbusmala  ben£ 
iapiunt,  bona  ilhs  igneta  font : &c  curis  nobihoribusfunj  infueti,  quivilibus  dele&am= 
tur. Petrarch, De  Rentedto  Vtrtufque  PortHnAl.\,Dialog%i% . n 2 Cor,6,l4,I 1,16, 
Prov.29.27.  c See  A&.7«Scene  2,?j4>5«  P Eph'cf.4 ,i*to 7,  Phil,*.i6.l  Cor. 

1 2 44,5,8, 9,1 1.  2 Cor,  4.13.  <j  Roni.i5,5,tj,i  Cor, 1.  Jo, 2 Cor.  13  j,Phil,it 
27,2  Cor,4.i3. 

in 
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in  cafe  ofStage-playes,  as  well  as  in  ocher  things.  Thirdly, 
admit  fomc  godly  Chriftiansdo  commonly  reforc  to  Play- 
houfes, (which  I cannot  bclecve)  yecthefe  are  few  in  num- 
ber; and thofefor  the moft  part  * children,  not  onely  in 
r I Cor  Jpirituafibat even  in  naturall mderfianding ; being  r bribes 

iq.  Ha's  res  in  yeares,as  well  as  in  grace : Yea,they  are  nought  elfe  but 
homo  fapigns  t hlemifies  of  Religion,  and  fcandals  to  the  Church  , to  ail 
nonali)sWde-  l^e^r  ^ow  Seines,  who  v blame , who  much  condemn?  them 
antur  contis  for  their  F Uy  haunting.  The  faints  who  fiocke  to  Stage- 
nerealiquid  playes  ( if  there  be  any  fuch)are  but  a defpicable,  undifeer- 

infanti?uSm  na^c  c°rapany  * unable  to  draw  others  unto  goodneffe; 
parvulis,  6c  where  as  thegraceleffe  wicked  ones  who  daily  viiu  them, 
are  many  in  number , contagious  in  quality,  more  apt  to 
w bmfadSerf  pey  to  infe$  all  thefe  who  dare  approach  them,  than 

GentesLy.  * one  yvho  is  full  of  running  Plague-fores.  Therefore  it 
A2  Co*  muft  of neceffity  be  x dangerous  to  re  fort  to  S t age-play  es.  We 

«ebr?5*.V/.#  ^ ^novv  by  wofull  experience/  That  mans  corrupt  nature 
ti  Pet.  2.  i5.  is  fane  more pendulonfly  prop  enfe  to  vitious , than  to  good  ex - 
0 S e T cl  amV}e  5:  an^  £bac  evill  things  arefarre  more  apt  to  defile  that 
lian&Cypri ~ which  is goodythan good  things  to  refttfie  that  which  is  evilL 
anDe  Spe&a-  whence  it  alw  ayes  comes  to  pa  fie  ( wif  Chryfoftome  well  ob« 
culis.LaAan-  (trwcs)that  as  oft  as  good  and  bad  men  afiociate  themfehes  to - 
Cultu!cap°2o  gethcr>tke  ill  are  never  meliorated  by  the  good, bat  the  good  are 
Chryf.Hom.  alwayes  contaminated , corrupted  by  the  evill : even  as  when 
^k$e  Clay  and  Mealeare  kneaded  together , the  Clay  defiles  the 

Horn?/, 7 A hMeale^mt  the  Meale  refines  the  Clay,  Saint  Raul  informes 
3S,  m Matth.  us ; a that  a little  leaven , leaveneth  the  whole  lumpe : King 
Salvian  De  Solomon  • 18  that  one  finner  deffroyeth  muft  good ; and  the 
Dei  with  all 6 Sententious  Satyrift;  That  one  [cabbed  fheepe  defray  es  a 
the  other  Fa-  whole fiicke,> one  dandraffe  Swine,  the  whole  heard ; one  rotten 
thersand  A u- 
thors/in  A<ft.7 

^TolliTheatra  iube, non  tutaliccntia  Circieft.  0\id,Triftium itlr.l.p*  135*.  j Ad 
peertior  a faciles  fumus,quia  nec  duxpeteft,nec  comes  deefte;  Non  pronum  iter  tan- 
tum  eft  ad  vitia,fed  etiam  praceps .Seneca  z Rerum -natura  fie  eft,  ut  quoties 

bonusmalo  con;ugitur,noner  bono  malu*meliorettir,(ed  ex  malo  bonus  contaminetuf : 
malum  enim  coinquinatbonum,bonum  autem  non  coinquinat  malum,  lunge  lutumfa- 
xin.v, non  farina  fordidatliitum, fed  lutiunfariaam,  C hryfofUH om>z%in  MAitbj'om.l* 
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grape  the  whole  daft er  : * Much  wore  then  will  theft  troepes  Subducens 
of  wicked  ones,,  who  meet  at  Theaters  (which  are  able  to  cor-  animUs  popuss 
rupt  the  ftrongeft  Chriftian)deprave  th&Jeferv  m ft  able  tender  10,& pamm 
babes  m Chr'tft » who  intrude  into  their  company  • as  Seneca  p^jerter^^ 
WclJargueth  in  our  prefent  cafes  It  is  a good  obfervation  cf  far  Id  pbrc«; 
a grave  Hiftorian : e that  is  farre  better  for  a Kingdome , to  Socrati,Ga- 
haveabad  Kim  and  c cod  Com  cellars  to  advife  him  . than  a toniA  dlis 
good  YLtng  and  had  Comfellors : his  reajon  is  ( and  tt  ts 1 Saint  temfuam  dife 
Bernards  too)becaufe  one  bad  manynay  happily  be  reformed  by  fimilis  multi s 
many  good ; bat  many  evil l men  can  by  no  meanes  be  ever- r a- 
led, or  retlifiedfj  any  one-man  be  he  never  fogood . I may  apt-  noftrum,qufl 
ly  accomodate  this  reafon  our  prefent  purpofe  thus,  cummaxime 
Admit  lome  few  good  Chriftians  refort  fomstimes  to 
Stage-playes ,•  yet  fince  they  alwayes  meet  with  farre  more,  relmpetHm  " 
farre  greater  troopes  of  lewde,  deboifl:  companions  there,  vitiomm,  tam 
who  (without  Gods  preventing  grace,  which  Play-haun- 
-fcers  cannot  challenge)  will  certainely  corrupt  them  in  a S mo-  tiumpoteftf 
went : it  muft  needs  be  finfull,bc  dangerous  to  refort  unto  Vnum  exem~  ] 
them  : fince  the  fewer  good  ones , are  h more  likely  to  be  vi-  P?u  aut  avari" 
Siated, by  the  major  multitude  ofwicked  ones , whole  w ic-  x multumoaas 
kednefie  exceeds  their  goodnefie ; than  the  wicked  ones  to  lifacit.Coit- 
be  reclaimed  by  their  goodneffe,  of  which  they  are  vhcapa-  aufottn** 
ble.Laftly,the  prefence  offome  godly  men  at  Stage-playes^  enervat  Sc  e- 
can  never  make  Play-affemblies  good,  in  God  or  mans  molife.  Vici- 

nus  dives  cu- 

piditatemirritat : maKgnus  comes, quamvis  candido  & fimplici,  rubiginem  fuaai  af- 
fricuit.Quid  tuacciderehiscredis  in  quospublice  fa&us  eft  impetus : Sensed  Epift+y* 
Malorum  hominum  conluetudo  aliquid  viti;  pueris  affrica t-Piufarch.  de  Educat.  Puc* 
rorum,ToHi.\.p<ii.  e Notum  eft  illudpjetatitutfPquod  in  Mario  Maximo  legifti$m«- 
liorem  eflfe  Rempublicam,&  prope  tutiorem,in  qua  pricceps  naaluseft,  ea  in  qua  funt 
amiciprincipismali : fiquidemvinusmaluspoteftapluribus  boniscorrigi  multi  autem 
malinon  poftiint  ab  vno,quamvis  bono,vlla  rationefuperari.  Sc  id  quidem  ab  Hcumilo 
ip(i  Traiano  diftum  eft,  cumillediceret  Domitianum  pefsimum  fuifli,  amicos  autem 
bonosbabuifie.^/i; LampridtiSe^eruip.1^,1^0.  f Non  rantum  valeat  inbonum? 
bonum  vnum, quantum  duo  malain  malum .Deprxcepto  & Diftcxfatione >c .28 $ 6 
A . g Nullum  tempusad  nocendumanguftum  eft  malls.  Senec&Meaea , Ail.z.fol.l^.6* 
h Vnum  verb  eft  pro  quo  vitari  malorum  focietas  debeat,  ne  fifortafle  corrigi  non  va- 
knt.ad  imitationem  trahant : Sc  cum  ipfi  a fiia  nequitia  non  mutentur,  eos  oui  fibi  con- 
iun&osfuerintpervertunt.  Corrumpuntenim  bonos  mores colloquiaprava*Itaque  in- 
firmiquicunquefocietatemmalorumdeclinarc  debent,  ne  mala  qua:  frequenter  afpicis 
unt  Sc  corrigetc  non  valent,  dele&entur  inaitari.  AnJ'elmus  in  1 Cor*  cap , 6 *Tm  2 » 
^.2Q2.Cf 

' X efieeme^ 
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# Gal. i t,  cfteeme.  When  good  and  badmenioyne  together  in  Re- 
Jvchron.19  ligiou*  duties;  the  goednetf*  of  ' the Ufftr  p*rt  dcncminuet 
fi  €.20.35,  the  wholes  andmafas  it  good  in  Gods , in  mens  account : be- 
$6,i 7 Ez«h.  caufe  the  end,  the  caufc  of  this  convention,  is  Gods  glory. 
lI.t4PfalU‘  But  when  good  and  bad  confederate  thcmfdties  together 
i o'5.}9,4.o.  in  any  delights  of  {\nf\c. ^ (jod  leones  not  onthegoodnefre  rftl.  e 
/?ry  1 ‘ 4,2  3 ' up™  the  rvickednejj'e  ef  good  and  had,  condemning  all 

for  a1  Congregation  of  evi/l  doers , bccaufc  the  obieft  , the  • 
^♦4.icr.7.  ii.  end  of  thefe  their  conventicles  are  unlawful!,  When  gra- 
Ezcch.j4.130  ciousand  gra celeffe  per fons  fhall  fit  promifeuotfly  toge- 
^C^icongre-  lher  in a Piay-ho life,  beholding  feme  prophane  iafeivious 
gamtvanacum  Enterludc  with  delight  3 not  oncly  God  himfclfe, but  even 
i;Sl^  &rPI^a*  faints  an^  Angels  frowne  upon  them, as  afraternitie  ofevid 
traVveniunt,  docrs\  and  aSatanicaH unchrifiian  ajffemhly^zstht™  fathers 
Sc  cum  diabo-  tefltfief)  bccaufe  the  raofl  of  the  are  fuch,&  the  end  for  wch 
loidem  fenti-  they  meet  is  fuch.  Wherefore,  fincc  the  whole  Conventi- 
ipfi^coiinumes  c^e  Pky-hauntcrs  in  Gods  , in  Angels,  in  holy  mens 
rabitur,&  v*  eftceme,is  alwayes  evilly  notwkhftanding  the  prefence  of 
foabebit.  clem,  fome  few  godly  ones ; thefe  Playe&tbcmfelves  mud  cer-  - 
^poftLr,c‘66  tainc]y  execrably  odious  to  all  good  Cbriftians,  ( who 
Omncs  turpi-  n mttft  abandon  all kwde  comg*ntons)zve.\\  in  this  rcfpe& 
tudine  rerum 
vnumfunt,qui 

fibi  rerum  turpiu  voluntate  Ibciatrtur.  Nam  hoc  ipfo  quod  aliquis  rem  obfcacnamor  if,  , 
dum  ad  immuudaproperatimraunduseft.  SafotJnAe  Gubern.Dei.l.G+p.i'kj  20J.  O- 
difledebemus  ifte  conumtus  & ertus  Ethnicorum.  Quid  luci  cum  tenebris  ? quid  yia 
tx  Sc  morti  ? Quid  facies  in  iUofuffragiorum  impioram  a’ftuario  deprarhenfus  vbi  ne- 
mo $e  cognofcit  Chriftianum  ? Recogita  quid  detefiat  in  cado.Dubitas  enim  jllo  hk*s 
mentoquo  in  Ecclefia  Diabolifueris,omnes  Angelos  profpicere  de  carlo, & fingulosde- 
notarsjquisblafphemiasdixeritjquisaudieri^quislinguajquisaur's  Diabdo  adverlus 
Dcum  adminiftrayeric  ? Non  ergo  fogies  fedilia  hoftium  Cbriili,iJ!amcathedram  pe- 
AHentiariam, Sec.  Tertuti^n.Ds  SpeflacHlis.eap.  26,27.  n Pfal.  26.4^5  Rev. 38.4, 

2 Cor.6,J7.Vita  malos,cave  iniquos/uge  improfeos/perneingrarog,  a tefuga  turbas 
lnominura,maximc  eorum  qui  ad  vitiaproni  funt : periculofum  eft  enim  vitam  cumma- 
H$  ducere,&  cumhis  qui  prayfc  vivunt fo siari,  if  odor  Htffiah Ds confempu  mtmds.ltb* 
/*/,2X9.//. 
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Actvsj.  Scena  Prima. 

Flfcly , Stage-playe*  muR  needs  bee  abominable  , uh* 
iawfull  unto  Chriftiatis,  both  in  regard  of  their  manner 
ofA&ionjandofallthofefeverallparts,  concomitants  and 
circumftances  that  attend  them0  From  whence  I raife  this 
fifteenth  Argument. 

That  whofe  manner  of  a$ion,parts,  concomitants,  and 
feverall  circumftances  arc  finfull ; muft  certainly  be  0 4- 
bomimble  and  uelawfuti  unto  Cbri(lianst  1 The£  5*22. 
But  fuch  are  the  manner  of  a$ion,  p^rts,  concomitants, 
and  feverall  circumftances  ofStage-pIaycs* 

Therefore  they  are  certainly  abominable  and  unlawfuli 
unto  Chriftians. 

The  Major  needs  no  confirmation  j becaufe  fuch  as  the 
forme, the  parts  and  circumftances  are , fuch  queftionlefle 
is  the  whole.  The  Minor  I (hall  evidence  by  a particular 
difeuflion. 

Firft , of  the  very  manner  of  a&ing  Stage-playes ; 
wherein  I (hall  examine : Fiift.the  hypocrifie ; Secondly, 
the  obfeenitie  and  lafcivicufndle ; Thirdly,thcgrofl'e  effe- 
minacy; Fourthlyjtheextreamevanitie  andfollie,  which 
neceflarily  attends  the  a<ftingot  Playes. 

Secondly,  of  the  feverall  parts  that  are  ufually  a$ed  in 
Stage- play es ; which  are  as  finfull  as  variouSo 

Thirdly,  of  the  ordinary  apparell  wherein  Playes  are 
a&ed: which  is,Firft  ofall,womanifh , belonging  to  the  fe- 
male Sex:  Secondly,  coftly/aneafticall,ftrange,iafcivious, 
whorifhjpro yoking  unto  lewdneffe* 

Fourthly, of  the  feverall  concomitants  or  circumftances 
of  Stage-playes  s which  I (ball  reduce  to  thdefoure  Heads. 
Lafcivious  dancing.  Amorous  obfeene  fongs : Effeminate 
iuft-cxciting  Muficke.Profnfe, inordinate  lafcivious  Iaugh- 

X 2 *er. 


Argument* 

15. 

eQapdenim 
neebonum 
cft,nec  benfc 
fieri  potefl: 
(which  is  the 
cafe  of  Stage- 
playes  )purura 
proculdubio 
ir  alum  eft. 
Bcrnard.Ez 
ptfl.j.CoL 
i 39S-U 
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rum  eqmcis 
quoque  iam 
ingravitab 
aurevolupcas 
omnisadincer 
tos  oculos,& 
gaudia  vana. 
vuarnor  aut 
pluresaulzea 


ter, and  vaine  theacricall  applaufes  : omitting  all  other  ad- 
^Tndoftijftos  jun^Sjfhewcs,  andcireumftanccs  ofFlayes,  which?  Ho- 
iidique  8c  dcs  raceza(\  fome  others  mention  , as  not  l'o  pertinent  to  our 

pugnarepacati  r r 1 

Sidifcor-  prefent  purpofe. 

(det,cquos  me-  To  begin, with  thefirfi  branch  of  the  firft  particular , to 

du  inter  cars  wjc3the hypocrifie,  faining  5 or  diffimulationthatis  exerci- 
Autvrto^aus  fed  in.  a$illg  Stage- places.  If  we  ferieufiy  confider  the 
pugiles : his  very  forme  ofa$ing  Flayes,  we  muff  needes  acknowledge 
namplebecu-  i t to  be  nought  elfe  but  grofie  hypocrifie.  ^ All  things  are 
acrau  et.  e-  feJned3 dtffembltd\  nothing  realty  cr  (inccrcly 

rifled.  Players  are  ahvayes  counterfeiting  , repre fettling  the 
gerfins, habits  offices, callings, parts  , conditions  speeches , afli- 
om  Jives , ; the pajfions  ,the  affeftions ,xhe  anger , hatred,  cruel- 
ty Jove. revenge,  dtjfentions;  yea,  the  very r vices,  fnnes,  and 
lnfs\the  adulteriesyincefis,  rages,  murthers * tyrannies , thefts , 
and fitch  life crimes  of other  men. of  othe:  i exes, of  other  crea - 
pra-muntur  in  turerye  a, oft-times  of  the  r Dived  himfelfe^nd  Fagan  DiveH- 
fo°hmteUai'  - Thcy  2re  alwa  yes*  rifling  others , not  themfelves  .• 
turm.T^di-111  ^ey  veiK  notorious  ly ing  fabies,as  undoubted  truthes they 
tumque  caters  put  falfe  gloiTesupon  Hiftories  , perfons,  virtues, vtces,ail 
va-.Mox  tra-  things  that  they  a&,  reprefenting  them  in  feined  colours  ; 
xegumTortuna  whole  aclion  ofPlayesis  nought  elfe  but  feining  , but 
retortis.  E fle-  counterfeiting,  but  palpable  hypocrifie  and  diffimulation 
da feftmant,  vvhichGod,  whickmen  abhorre  * therefore  it  muff  needs 

Captivum 

portatur  ebur,captiva  corinthus,&e.  EftftXtb.l.Epifl . I .p/tg.  283, 2$ 4.  See  God* 
wins  Roman  Antiquities>lib  2. Seft.}.  cap.  2.to  14.  y facianus  Contr.  Grecos 
Oratio.  Cyprian,  Epift.  lib  2, Epift<2.  Clemens  Alc/rand,  Oratio  Adhort.  ad  Genres, 
fol4S,9.  Arnobiusdib.7.adverf.Gentespag.  2 ^ o.  to  242-  La&antius  Dc  vero  culto. 
cap.lo.Tertu]lian.De  Spe&ac,lib.  ftuguRin.  De  Civit,  Dei.  lib.  2.  cap. 3.  to  16.  De 
Sermone  Dominiin  Monte.Iib.2.  cap.  3 ♦ Chryfbft.Hom,?  8.  in  Matth.  Salvian,  De 
Gabern.Dei  libf6.Ge]liusNo£Unm  Atticaruru.  lib.7.cap.5.  Gofl'on  Playes  confuted 
Action  2-  Mafter  DikeoftheDeceitfulneflfeof  the  Heart.cap  2.p,2i  ,1.  G,mhisRes: 
filiation  of  the  Apologiefor  A<ftors,and  fundry  others  accordingly;  r See  A&.  3J 
Scene  1,2,3, 4.  * Grexagitin  Scenamiminn,pateriHevocatur,EilhKhic,fioniendis 

vitis ilie tenet, Mox vbi  ridendasinclulitpaginapartes.  Vera  redit  facies,  difsimulata 
p erit,  Vetront  S4tyrtcon.p^\ . See  Bu  engerw  De  T heafro.iib  >1  X4ptqs  *De  Mimte  \7  iz 
di/Htepein  Scana  tragicos  iftos  ^clores,  quivt  respoftul  itiamOrontesfunt,  Pri- 
ami5aut  Agatnetrmonesddem  paulopoft  Cecropem  aut  Ere&heumagens , iuflu  Poeta? 
mendicusprocedit.EabuIa  autem  £nita,  exuta  vefte  auro  intexta,  & peifona  depofita  ^ 
€o:humis;paupcr  as  hvimilis  errat,&c,  hucumni  m tfeemnant* 
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If  any  here  obied : That  the  ading  of  Playes  is  no  hy-  Ohjeth 

Ipocryfie,  do  diffiermlatiGn,  it  being  onely  done  in  fporr, 
in  imicatton^wkh  no  finifter  intent  at  all,  to  hurt,to  cheate, 
or  circumvent  men. 

I anfwer ; Pirft,that  admit  it  be  but  a meere  imitation  of 
other  mens  perfons,  parts  and  vices,  yet  it  rauft  needs  bee 
f . finfull : becaufc  the  very  imitation  of  wicked  men  , of  Pa-  /Exod.2 

! gans/>fIdols,of  Idolaters,  efpecially  in  their lewdeft  wic-  Pfal.i.i# 
kedneffes  (the  mod  vfuall  fubjedof  our  Enterludes)  is  1 * 

without  all  queftion  evilly  the  Scriptures  plainly  teach  us*  Rom. 1.324 

i Secondly^  anfwer,that  by  the  feining  ufed  in  our  Stage-  * •**«' 

playe$,tnany  ofour  Spedatorsare  deceived,  allcheated* 

Deceived,  with  forged  fabulous  hidories  indead  of  i^iPet.V 
truthess  with  falfc  reprefensation s of  true  dories  5 xmtb  M,3,4.Scc 
palliated  vices  in  leiu  of  virtues : with  virtues  vizarded  un-  ' t0 

der  the  names  ofvice  3 with  bad  Playes  oft-times  which  all  / Nequeenim 
diftike , inftead  of  good,  as  fome  in  fome  refpeds  account  apudeos 
them.  Cbeatcd,withfhadowre&indead©ffubftance:  with  feTvitUcoks 
iinfull,heathenifh,unchridian  fpcdacles,  in  place  of  honed  rare,quodam 
recreations ; Thefe  Stage-  hypocrifies , which  at  the  very  YirtU:S 
bed,are  pure  vanity, and  fo  notvaluable ; doe  cheate  many  B^Td%pee 
of  their  honefty,  their  civility,  their  ebadity,  their  edates,  canttca  sens. 
their  reputation,  their  virtues,  their  falvation  : ^mofi.of  me66.fif* 
their  money their  time : too  deare  a price  for  fo  fruit-  Seeiviarcus 
iefle,fo  wretchlefle  a purebafe.  Befides,2  they  involve  men  Aurelius  Epi* 
inthe guilt-effmdry  jinneS)  which  they  little  feared  or  fuf-  ft,e 
peded,  tothe  eternall  bazzard  of  their  foules  , which  is  a B^of 
great  deceit.  Yea,the  very  end  why  Players  ad  their  En-  Retrait  from 
l terludes,  is  y onely  to  cheate  mens  money  out  oftketr  pm  fes  hy  Playesp.  1 1 « 

Idijhonefi  mounts  y not  giving  quid  pro  qua-.Thz  very  ground-  ^Scene  u^z[ 
worke  therefore  of  this  objection,  is  but  forged.  Third-  accordingly/ 
ly, admit  that  no  man  were  cheated,or  prejudiced  by  that  * Se' 
counterfeiting,whichaccompanicsthea^ingof  all  Stage-  /xhetMrd 
F pliyesj  yet  the  meere  aiding  of  the  perfons,  parts,  ge-  BlaftofRe- 
dures,  offices,  adions,  paffions;  efpccially  of the  Sexes,  trait  playes 
ViceSiAngerjFuriejLove^evenge  and  Viilaoies  of  other 
paen,bciun(port,inrcprefentation  ©ncly,i$  hypocrifie.  Scene  2, 
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{/Hypocrite  For  what  elfe  is  hypocrtfte  in  the  proper  fignification  of  the 
cflaT^ccfc  worc* » 1 ^lit  *^e  A&in&  'f Mothers  part  or  perfon  on  the  Stage : 
ei  ruqu  Spe-  or  whateifeisan  hypocutcjn  his  true  etimolcgtc  Jut  a Stage* 
aaculistcdla  player  > or  one  Veho  atts  anot hers  part : as  fundry  Authors 
&c ^urpopul^9  anc^  Gramarians  teach  us.  Hence  that  common  cpithite 
duminludis  in  our  JLatinc  Author $i  * Htftrtonica  bypocrifis  : And 
agerent,  faH  <.  hence  is  it,tbacnot  onely  divers  modern: b Enghfh  and  La- 
fpccicvir i°mo 3 c‘nc  Wricer$,but  likewife  c[nvdry  Fathers  here  quoted  in 

do  in  foimaf.eminj  et  reliquispr^ftigi/s.Vnde  etMimujhypoeritadiiftfHi, quia  imitator 
eft  firr.ilator.  Ca  'eptne^HidMfiooper^ThomAfius^Eliot^Rtder^MtnP}  n Pytnd Holiest  * 
in  their  Di&ionaries  in  the  words.  Hypocrita  (j>  Hypocnfis.Coltuf  Rhodtg%  A ntiy  v.Left. 
£.%.c.%.p.  $ f 6.  In  Ecclefia.vdin  omni  vitahumana,quifquisvi:It.videri  qtifcd  non  eft, 
hypocrita  eft.  Hypocrite  fane, qtri  tegunt  Tub  perfona  quod  funt,ucoftentantin  peifos 
na  quod  nonfant.  Hypocritarum  ergo  nomine  fimulatorcsacccperis  Auguft . De  Strm. 
T>om.in Monte  cap. and  ^o.Tont.^.pan  2.7.637, 669.  Hypocrita  aucem  is  eft,  qui 
aliamproalia  figurant  induit  Jyeluti  li  pauper  quifpiamprincipis  fibi  perfbnam  afeifa 
car,tandiuclarusapparens4quandiutheatrum  afsidic.  Ckryfojft.  in  Matth. 6.  Tom.  2, 
C°t  II85 \A.T  beophyl/tit  .Enar.sn  Matth.  6.  A mb  toft  De  Eli a 0*  Iejunio,c.lo*Tom.  1 . 

P>  2 *4.#.  Bernard. Super.  Cantica.  Strm.  3 3.  Zachar\<ts  Chrjfbpolitanui,  la  Vnum  ex 
quatuorjA  .r . * q.Bibf.Patr.Tom.  12  pars  I .7.4  f . E.  Chryfologui.  Sermo  172 . accor- 
dingly. a Calvin.  lx (i it*  /.  4. r.  ly.fefl.  i 8.  See  CooperJ  Diffiovarre,  b M after 
DilceoftheDeceirfalnefle  of  mans  Heart.  The  Rich  Cabinet,  London  If  16.  page 
l 1 6,1 17,  c Hate  vbique  in  theatrisab  hypocritis/plendjfsirais  vocibuscomxdifan* 
tur.  f renAxs. Con(>H <trc fej  lib.lt  cap. \<y*  Ne  obfturrs  faciem  tuam  quemadmodutn 
hypocrita?  faciuut.  Hypocrita,  hoc  eft  hiftrio,vocaturis,qui  in  Theatroalienam  per- 
foiiara  fiimir.  Vtfervusexiftensfapenume»o  domini,&  privatus  regis.  Sic  in  hac  vita 
ad  fuos mores  orchcftras  atquetheatrum  exercenti;,quialiacorde  gercntec,alia  extrin* 
ftcushominibuspra:  fe  (evunt.Baftf.De  le'junis  Serm.l.Tom.i.p.7,11.  Ideo  dixithypo* 
eritas,eo  quod  fin^lationealienam  perfbnam  induant,ficut  in  feena  qui  tragardias  agunt, 
pro  eorum  di<ftis  quorum perfonas  gerunt  motus  faoscxercitant  vt  aut  irafeantur , aut 
nwtreant,  vel  exultent  Amb . De  Eha  fyf  letun.e. I o. To.  1 .7.2^  q..H,Cbryf*Hom.  3 I , in 
MAt.fo.l.Col.ijo.D.etEnar  in  Mat.'j.Col.l  I S^.A.  Sunt.enim  hypocritae  fimulatores, 
tanquam  pronun cia tores  perfonarum  alienaru  ficut  in  theatricisfabulis.  Non  enim  qui 
agit  partes  Agamtmnonis  in  traga?dia,vcrbi  gratia, five  alicuius  alterius,ad  hiftoriara  vcl 
fabulam  qua:  agitur  pertinentis,Yere  ipfeeft,fed  fioaulat  eum,  & hypocrita  dicitur#  Aug „ 
de Serm.Dom.in  Monte  / .i.c.^.Tom.^.pdrs  i.p.6  * 7. Ergo  hypocritarum  nomen  ex  an* 
tiquistheatralibusa/lii  rptum  eft  difciplinis*  quia  erant  fimulatores  ('fimulatoiquippe 
X3r.vce  hypocrita  fonare  probatur)  qui  tanquam  oratores  in  condone  fabulofe  agebant 
partesperfonarura  intheatris  j & omnia  eorum  negotia  tragica  vel  comica  , acfieftenc 
ipfi  quorum  perfonas  gercbant,monftrabantur.Narrabant  cnim  non  fua«  fed  eorum  hiss 
ftorus&  continentian^motus  quoque  & voces  eorum,&  vultus,videntibusobfavortm 
vulgi  vicifsim  rcpr*fcntabant.  ltafane  & 1II1  qui  bona  opera  fifto  laudis  officio, non  ad  - 
Dei, fed  ad  fiiam  gloriam  ©ftentanr.Aguntenim  partes  ;uftorum  & perfonamm  eorum, 
cum  fint  fimulatores, ob  favorem  hominum  afiumanrmon  quod  habeant  jufiitix  open , 
fed  quia  fitnulant  le  habere.  Alias  autem  fi  ;ufta  eftent  non  ad  fe , imo  ad  Dcura,  cunfta 
enue  faciuntboni  referrent  Nunc  autem  quia yt  minum  fecundum  tragicam  pietatem  1a 
^tncisydcQ.PafiAnuoiUtber/uthMat^angd^.Sibl.Pa/ruPo  T cm  ?,  par/2.  p+fr 

^$c,a^9  * the 


1 59 


Part.  i.  Hiftrio-Maftix. 

the  Margent , file  Sugt-pUytn  hypocrites ; Hypocrites. 

Sta^c-pUyers >0*  being  tone  and  the  fame  in  ftdfiar.ee : there  be-  nim  alitcr  in 
ing  nothing  more  familiar  with  them,  then  to  dejeribe  an  hy-  arimo  fernit, 
peer  it  e ly  a Stege-pUytr ; and  a Stage-pUyer  by  an  hypocrite.  ^Jod’r'on^ft 
Ifthcrefore  wc  give  any  credit  to  the  Fathers  , or  Authors  mentitur ,7V<s 
herealleadged  ; wemuft  needs  acknowledge,  the  very  Oram 
adding  of  Stage-playes  to  he  hypocrifie ; and  d Players  "lohn  ^ . 
themfelves  to  be  meere  hypocrites , ( their  very  profffim  being  c.7, 28,  Roma 
nnhing  clfefiptan  ayttficiall  hypocrifie ,)  and  f©  an  abomina-  3 4- 
ble  , and  unchiiftianexercife.  For  God,  eir ho  is  truth  it  {^V/17  ° 
felfef  \wwhom  there  is  mvariableneffe^  nofhadew  ef  change  g Numb.2j* 

S no  feiningyio  hypocrifie ; as  he  hath  given  a vniForme  di- 
ftin<51:  and  proper  being  to  every  creature , h the  bounds  of 
which  may  not  be  exceeded : fo  he  requires  that  the  allions  of  c.26 , 1 o.Pfai* 
every  creature (henld  be  lhonefi  and fiicere,  k deveyde  of  all  104,51025., 
hypocrifie , as  all  his  a&ions,  and  their  narures  are.  Hence  phS™is?c4^* 
hcenioyes  all  men  at  alltimcs,  1 to  be  fuch  inffsew , as  they  8. 1 Pet.i.22. 
are  in  tnsthito  feeme  that  outwardly  which  they  are  inwardly  ; 1 Cor.*.?, 
toacl  themfelves,  not  others  : to  m imitate  thofe  men,  thofe  Yukcl'i'l' 
graces  which  his  word  preferibesthem ; not  thofe  scciirfcd  /Mat. 2 $ .27. 
villanies, which  wicked  men(who  are  now  in  hell  )haue  left  28.2  Cor.5, 
bchinde  them,  n God  requires  truth  in  the  inward  parts ; in  ^ 

the  foule , the  afrcdFons;  yea  , in  the  habit,  fpcechcs,  gc-  w Eph eC6.<>, 
flurcs,  in  the  whole  intire  man.  Now  this  counterfeiting  Phil.^.8,9. 
of  perfons,  affections,  manners,  vices,  fexes,  and  the  like,  hStio^o* 
which  is  infeparably  incident  to  the  acting  of  P laycs ; as  it  ia^i  .2 2,25  * 
transformes  the  A$ors  into  what  they  are  not;/*  it  infufeth  1 Rct.3 ,1 1 . 
fal (l?ood  into  every  part  of  fettle  and  body  , as  0 all  hypocrifie  *.'42’*9' 1 Io^‘ 
doth  ; in  cauffng  them  to  feeme  that  in  outward  appearance  ^pfal.5j.tf, 
which  they  are  not  in  truth:  therefore  it  muff  needs  bee  o-  * Omnis  hys 
dioustothe  God  of  truth  ; as  well  as  the  common  ac - 5°4o 
turfed  he  Ri/b  art  of  face- painting,  which  the  P Fathers , with  eft,&almd 

quidem 

alircd  fingit.Cbriftus  autem  cum  fit  veritas  mendacio  adverfotur.  Qui  igitur  Chriftum 
difcun^hypocrifinfiigiujit.  TketpbyUtt  Endr  jn  Lw . li.y.if  8.C.  p Clcijicns  Alex- 
andrinus  Pardagogi.  1.2.lo.Tcrtullian.  De Cultn F^minarurn.c.g  .to9.&  de  Velana 
disvirgimfcus.Tratt,AmbrofeHexaeineron  lib.6«c,8.DeVirginitatelib.i.Hieron,£~ 
pift.7.c.2  3.Epift.S,c  5 ,Kpi£t  io.c,z>3,Aiigiift,deDo&rin3Chriftiana.l.4«c.2I*SC€ 
my  Vnlovdincflc  of  Loy-'lockcs  .pag.2. 

others. 
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c„  **  others  much  condemn?,  even  from  this  very  ground ; 

1 3,14,1  f .Seo  caufe  ft  fophifttcates  and perverts  the  vporkes  of  God  , in  put - 
D.Willet,  ping  a falfe  glojfc  upon  hi*  creatures . And  this  the  perfona- 

other^lbis  c*ng  Stage-playes  al  wayes  doth4as  much,  nay  more  then 
dem.  ' ~ it.  Neither  will  this  qualifie  the  matter  , that  this  Stage- 

rGen.«p.4t  hypocrifie  is  onely  in  merriment.  For  <1  if  Davids  counter- 
Commeritl-  f€it*n£>  °f  himfelfe  t0  be  vead  before  Achifli  King  of  (fat hy for 
tors  on  thofc  the [afe-gardofkis  life ; or  r Iofephes  ie fling  diffimulation 
chapters.  with  hu  brethren } were  finfull , as  good  Divines  repute  it; 

lati”&Vnmii  ^e caufe  there  was  a lie  involved  in  tt.  Mach  more  mud  this 
duplicitas  wanton  a&ing  hypocrifie  be  abominably  finfull , becaufe 
mer^acium  \t  js  meerely  voluntary,  there  being  no  impulfive  caufe  to 
folumfn  falfis  move  men  tore.  If c the  damnation  of  thofe  who  doe  evilly 
verbis, fed  eti-  that  good  may  cone  of  it , be  iufl : much  more  muft  their 
am  m fimula-  condemnatio&be  righteous , their  finne  exceeding  great, 
memSium  who  Commit  hypocrifie  (a great,*  v double  iniquity)  on  the 

comprobamr.  open  Theaccr,to  no  other  end,  but  to  make  others  finfull 
Ambrefeserma  fport  to  pa{fe  away  jheir  precious  time.  Since  then  it  is 
1. evident  by  the  premifes , that  the  very  a$ing  of  Stage* 
t Rom.  5 .3,  playes  is  hypocrifie,  as  x Tertultian  and  y Cyprian , together 

S?  DapUciter^  with  lren&t4s^AfiliAmhrofey^ugHftineyCbry[oftomefr*'‘ 
turl^pocriti?  tianiu,?afcatsus  Rather  ties , aud  the  other  z fore- quoted  Au~ 
pro  occulta  b ther  largely  teach  us  t we  may  hence  conclude  them  to^W? 
niquitate,pro  odious  unto  God.  Wherefore  I fhall  here  clofe  up  this: 
tic me.s^arA  Scene,  with  this  fixteenth  F lay-condemning  Argument. 

VeOrdineTnc 

That , vvhofe  very  a£Uon  is  but  meere  hypocrifie,  but 
grofle  diftimu!ation,muft  queflionleffc  bee  execrable 
andunlawfull  untoChrifiians;  Witncfie,  Matth.j^, 
1 3 ,14,1  $.2  3 >27,28,29^.24.51.  Luke  1 2. 1.  Gal.  z. 
13.  1 Tim.4. 2.1am.  3. iy.and  that  excellent  paffageof 
of  a Tertulliamo  our  purpofe, recited  in  cheMargent. 


u.CoI.\iig:A 
SeeAugafi.de 
Confitttu  V;ti- 
orum  (<?  V;r- 
if 'oder 
hifpil.Sentent. 
tfM.r.24. 

accor- 
dingly. 

*DeSpe<ftae. 

lib.c.23.  j E>e  Speftaculis  lib,  ^ See  2, a;b,c.  and  d, before,  a lam  vero  ipfom 
opus  perfonarum  qa.vrro  an  DeopIaceat,qui  omnem  finailitudinem  verat  fieri , quanto 
tnagisimaginis  foie  i Non  amat  falfmn  au&or  veritatis;  adulterine  eft  apud  eum  omne 
quod  fingirur  Proinde  vocem,fcxus, states  mentientem ; amores,iras,  gcmituSjlachry- 
wias  adfeveraRtcm,  non  probabit  qui  omnem  hypocr  jfin  damnat^e  SpettacHlu  f.23  * 

But 
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But  iuch  and  no  ocher  is  the  very  a$ion  of  Scage-playess 
as  the  precedent  Authors  i together  with  the  third  blaft 
of  Rctrait  of  from  Srage-playes  and  Theaters,  p.  1 1 o. 
to  i I7*expretly  tehifie. 

Therefore  they  muff  qucftionleffe  be  execrable  and  U!> 
lawfuil  unto  Chriflians/vcn  in  this  refped^. 


Actvs5.  ScenaSecvnda. 

<T  Eccndly,as  the  hypocrifie,even  fo  the  lafeivioufhefle  of 
Oaring  Stage-play cs,doth  draw  an  inexpiable  guilt  upon  Argument'* 
themes  this  leventecnth  Argument  will  demonftrate.  1 7. 

That  whofe  very  adxion  is  * obfcene^lafrivious^morous,  * Quid  “ultaf 
andunchafte,muft  needs  be  hateful!  and  unlawful  unto 

, * lies  cum  lacrij. 

Chnltians.  turn  profani 

But  fuch  is  the  very  a&ion  of  Stage-play e$.  fpurcitiam 

Therefore  they  muft  needs  be  hatefull  and  uniawfull  !cc”*e!a§::s 

unto  Chriltians.  do  quoj  fabu^ 

TheMaior  is  without  all  controverfie,fince  God  himfelfe  laiobfcen#  in 
enjoynesallChriftians^r#  live  chaftly  3febcrljy  holily , and  [^4^^ 
godly  in  this  prefentworldyas  becommeth  Saints  ; cnot  walking  quod  mows 
in  UfciviottfneffeJiiftsjCr  wantonneffeyis  the  Gentiles  yor  other  geftufi?$  eflenc 
car  nail  per font  doe  : but  d abfleiningfrom  the fe  and  all  other  l^eadco^ro* 
fie(hly  tufts  which  rvdrrc  againfl  the  fettle*  e Lafcivioufttcffe  ftibula%aiR» 
(together  with  all  amouious  wanton  geflures,  complc-  fccnamfKpe 
ments  and  imbracements  which  ifTue  from  it)  is  a fmt  of  Ccwmofais 
the  flefh  ; f an  eviU  that  proceeds  from  within  3 and  fo  defiles  rent.  Vnde  3c 
the  heart  of  man  from  which  it  springs.  I c is  a Z fnne  of  which  o^amum^it 
Cod  takes  efpeciall nctice^nd  will  certainly  charge  it  on  mens  nonnifi^n^es 
conferences  at  thelaft.  finne  tobeferioufly  repented  of.  na  palamdici*? 

A finne  to  which  the 1 Gentiles  and  other  wicked  men  were  oi»  tnv.Bulcng.De 
, \The4fr0l.t. 

e.^cy.296.  b Tuusz.lt.i^.Ephef 4.17^1 8, T9. Rom.  13,12,13,14.1  Pet.1.149 
JS.c  4 .2.3.C.2.1 1.12.  c.Rom.13. 13. Epb. 4.17.19.  I Pet.4.3.2  Cor.l2  li.TitaS 
3. 3 Jade  4.  d i Pct*2.1 1 .1  ?.  e Cal.5. 19.  /Mar.7. 20,11,22, 2$.  g Iude^Iasn^ 
5,5.  h 2 Cor.i2.jSj,  i Ephef.f.j*.  1 Pct^.j.Iude^., 
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k Ifay  ?.l  6, 
to  2 6, 
/Gal.5. 19« 
21.]  Cor.6. 
9,IO.Kcy.2I. 
27. 

m Clemens 
•Alcxand.P*- 
dagogi.1.2. 
c.i.to  io.l,*. 
c.2  .Ambr.  De 


vcn  over,  A finne,  ^ for  vthtch  God  threatens  to  putjiftj  the 
daughters  of  Zion*  A finne  which  1 di [inherit  sand  [huts  wen 
cat  of  heaven,  A finne  which  fundry  m Fathers  have  plenti- 
fully condemned  > as  mif-befeemingChrfttans,  fthofevery 
outward geftures and  deportment  ought  to  be  me  deft , chafte  s 
and  holy , n as  becomrmth  the  Gojped  ofCbrsft.  TheMaior 
therefore  is  unquestionable. 

The  Minor  is  abundantly  ratified  ; Firft , by  the  concur- 
©fiki  c 1 1 c 3 rent  teHitnony  of  fundry  Fathers  and  moderne  Author$a 
& who  from  hence  condemnc  all  Scage-playes , becaufe  the 

Bafil.  de  Vera  a&ing  of  them  is  obfccne,and  amorous*  Witncffe  Terthl - 
lib^^fcai-  C^e]Pe^acH^s  itkeap,  \j,  0 We  are  commanded  (writes 
eacap.  1 3.  **  he)  to  put  away  all  wantonnejfe  and  incontinency : by  this 
Tertullian  meant  s therefore  rve  are  divorced  from  the  Theater  , the  pru 
Vir^irdbu^Dc  V*t€  confifiory  ofttncleannefe,  where  nothing  is  approved,  but 
cult  11  Fa-mi-  " what  in  all  ether  plates  is  dif approved,  Tea , its  great  eft  prasfe 
narum,Cy~  **  for  the  weft  part  concinuatcdofthat  lafcivioufneffe a that  ft  l - 

?itu^ Virginum  t^'lTJ€Sfe  which  the  Stage-player  afteth ; which  the  After  like* 
Hierom.EpifL  wife  reprefen  teth  by  women  ,whe  have  banijhed  the  mode  fly  of 
7,8. 16. & 23  their  f ex, that  fo  they  may  more  eaftly  blufh  at  home, than  cn  the 
Mod^rbene  Stage,  which  finally  the  Patcmimus  doth  fuffer  tn  hie  body 
vivendi  Sermo  from  his  childhood,  that  fo  he  way  be  expert  tn  his  prefeffton • 
9;Gratiati  Teayhevery  Stems  themfclves 3the  facriftces  ofpsblike  lu ft, 
ConciTitmf I#  are  brought  forth  upon  the  St  age, they  being  more  miferable  in 
Valentinum.  the  prefence  of  women,  from  whom  alone  they  were  concealed ; 
Can.i  ?«Cor-  and  before  the  eyes  of  every  age , of  every  degree,  the  place,  the 
T^ecre^Mo^  hire , the  teftmoni all  are  ref  refuted,  yea,  publ/fheduntotbofe 

Turn.  Can.  2?. 

Calvin, Hoo- 
per jBabington, Perkins^  Iton,  DodjAndrewes, Williams,  lake, and  all  other  Expofi- 
sorsonthefeventhComrcandement.aceordingly.  n Ephef.5.3.<4..PhiI.]  .27 . J Tim. 
2. IO. Titus  2 3.1  Pet  2.12<c.*  I. to  7.  S:militerimpadicitiam  cmnem  atnoliri  jtxo 
!bemur:hocigttnr  modo  etiam  a Theatro  feperamur  5 quod  eft  privatum  confiftorium 
impudicitia:,<vfci  nihilproba”ur  quam  quod  alibi  non  probatur.lta  fumma  gratia  e/us  de 
fpurcitia plurimtim  concinnata  eft;  quam  attellanus  gefticulatur,  quam  mimus  etia,  pex 
enuliercs  rcpr.Yfcntatfcxumpudoris  exterminans,vtfaciliusdomi  quam  infeena  erubefc 
cant. Quam  denique  Pantomimus  a pueritia  patitur  in  corpore  ut  artifex  efle  pofsit.Ip- 
fa  etiam  proftibula  publics  libidinis  bokix  in  feena  profernntur,  plusmiferain  pres 
fentia  feminarum,  quibitsfolislatebant : perqueomnis  tftatis,  omnis  dignitatis  ora 
«r«afd4cmiair,locus,ftipes3eIogium,€wani  quibu*  opus  noneft,  pradicatur,/^ 
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te  whom  there  is  no  need  P 1 for  hear  e to  mention  more,  it  being  ^Taceode  re- 
mett  theyfhould  lie  ob fared  in  darkneffefiu  their  dungeons,  left 
they  fhould defile  the  light . Let  the  Senate  blujh  , let  nil  de - fprfuncisluis 
areesblftfi)  At  this  y price  thoje  very  murthcrers  of  their  owne  delitefcercdc- 
chaft  tty  fearing  their  aQions fhould  be  mamfsfted  to  the  people, 
blufh  once  a jeere.  Tfjw  if  all  uneleannefe  muftbe  execrable  renr.  Erubef- 
to  tujtohy  fycald  it  be  law  full  to  heare  thofe  things  which  it  is  eatfenatu?, 
unlawfull  to  fpeake  ? for  piece  we  may  know  that  all fcurrillity , jUwlomneir 
And  every  vaine  Word  is  condemned  by  God , how  can  it  be  law-  lpf?  ille  pudo« 
fall  to  heare  thoje  things  which  are  a wickgdneffe  to  commit  i risfuiintes 
Why  foould thofe  things  which  defile  a man  being  uttered  onely 
with  hit  mouth,  not  feeme  to  pollute  him  9 when  they  pajfe  lucem&po- 
through  bis  eyes  and  ear es  by  his  covfent}  fence  the  eyes  and  F uf‘umtecxf^sy 
cares  fete  open  to  the  foule : neither  tan  he  be  made  or  reputed , Unnoembc* 
tleanejvhofe  appar iters  are  defiled.  Thou  haft  therefore  an  cunt.Qucdfl 
interdiction  of  the  Theater,  from  the  interdiction  of  unclean-  nobis  omnis 
nefe.  Thus  Tertulltan . q Clemens  Alexandrinwf  Cyprian , execrandaeft, 
^tArnobius,  1 LaClantius^Tatiantis,  x Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  curliceatau* 

7 Saint  TZafilf  Gregory  Njften,  dcclaimc  much  again  fl:  the  dir^quado-^ 
lafcivioufnefie,  the  Iewdnefle  which  attends  the  a$ing  of  cm«  etianf 
Playes;  efpecially  the  zFloralian  Enterluefes,whofe  tranfeen-  fcurriliratcro 
dent  filth  in  effeyw  as  [0  execrably  odious,  as  / dare  not  to  relate  ^ verbum 
it.  Gregory  Nazianzen , considering  the  filthinefle  that  /udicatum? 
accompanies  Playes;  doth  from  thence  ftile  Play-houfcs,  Deofdamus, 
k the  lafeivious  fnops  of all filthincfje  and  tmpuritie : Playesc ; the  ^idc^e  auo^ 
fctulancies  of  Flayers  fraught  with  all  incontinency : the  dtfko - faCere  ffcgitis 

um  efl  ? Cur 

qu*’  creprolata  communicant hominem?ea per oculos3&  aures  admifla  noa  videantuc 
hominem  communicare  : c«m  fpiritui  appareant  aures  & oculi;nec  pofsit  rrundusprae- 
ftari, cuius  apparitorcsinquinantur.  Habes  igitutf  & theatri  interdi&toncm  , de  inter- 
di&ioneimpudicititf,  lbidemTom.lp.^9^.196.  q Pacdagogi.1,2, C.  10.1,3 «C.I I. 
r Defpe&aculislib;&Epifti,2.Tpift.2.Donato.  / AdverfusGentesIib.4.  p,  1490 
15odib.7.p.25  / IDe  Vero  Cultu  cap«20.Divinar:  Inftit.Epitomec.6*  "V  Oras 

tio  adverfus  Grecos.  x Catcchefis  Myftagogica.l.  j Hejrac nu  Hom.4.  <Sc  De  E** 
brietate  & luxu  O ratio*  z In  drfctum  Hvangeli;.  Quatenus  feciftis,  dec.  a Cries 
brantur  ludi  illi  cum  omni  lafcivia^convenienres  memorise  meretricis.  Nam  prater  ver- 
borumlicentiamjquibusobfcacnitasomniseHunditur,  exuunturetiam  veftibus  populo 
fiagitante  meretrices,qua  tunc  mimorum  funguntur  officio,  & in  confpc&u  populi  vis 
que  ad  fatictatcm  impudi corum  iutninum  cumpudeqdismoribusdetinentur.I.^^r/^ 
Ue  falfsReltg  J.l.c.zo.p. 7$. See  Auguft.de  Cfotf.De’i.l.i.c.  8.  & LvdovicWiVei  Note, 
ibidem,  b.  b Lafcivafaeditati$&  impuritatisomnisofficina.7>c£^r4/ic»e^S<f/^«r</4W 
c Mimorum  petulantias omni  impudicitia  & contumcliarefertas*  Lafcivoruna 
fcominuminhoneftas  difciplinas  & indecoras*  quinihil  turpeducuntprxteriaodefli- 
VXi.lbtd,  y z neft 
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<3  Ja-ibifiua: 
turpifsima 
ftinr, verba, 
vcAitus.ton^ 
fura,incefTus, 
voces, cantiis, 


d T urpicudi^  neft  and  unfttmely  difciplines  of Ufcivtous  men, who  repute  ns* 
1,11  thing  filthy  hut  mo  deft) : and  ‘Players.*  the  fervants  of  fil* 
e Ecctefiift,  thineffejbe  counterfeiters  of  ridiculous  things, who  are  ready  in 
ki/M.t'C.zq..  the  open  view  of  all  men, to  fuffer  or  aid  all  deteftable  things 
whatsoever.  c Enfibius  Pamphilus  from  the  feife-farre 
ground, cals  Staoe-playcrs,  men  of  waton  and  lew  de  ge ft  styes, 
who  did  wonderfully  delight  the  Spoliators,  and  made  Maxi* 
minus  the  tyrant  port . Saint  Chryfoft-omt  writes , * That  all 
things  which  are  aFled  on  the  Stageyaremoft  filthy  and  lafeivs - 
moiulationes,  0iiS  . the  words. the  apparent  he  fefiures,  the  tonfure,  the  rr.fi* 

oculoruraes  r ? i / r fr  / 5 • i t 

verfiones  ac  beke, the  glances  of  the  tjes,the  dimes,  the  pipes,  the  very  ar- 

motus,tib»,  guments  of  the  PI  ayes  them] elves ; AH  things , f fay,  are  full  of 

febular  lafcivioufnejfe . whence  they  infufe  fo great  Ufchiouf- 

gumenta:om^  nt S * *nt0  l^c  hearers  and  field  at  on  minds, that  all  of  them  may- 

n«(  inquamj  fee  me  to  er,dev  our , even  with  one  confent  to  eradicate  all  mode - 

tIenaf  nl*  iaj  ft *e  w*  rftheir  hearts , and  to [atts fie  their  tufts  with  pernici^ 

TanranTlafci-  cuspleafure,  Saint  zAuguftiae. as  he  much  declaimes  againft 

viaminaudi-  the  ohfeenity  of  acting  of  PUyes,  Z in  fiundry  places ; io  hee 

vSwriuw ani  ^ormes  us  ^rom kis  own  experience ;^That  on  thefolemne 

rnos  infun-  day  of  the  lotion  of  Bcrscynthea,  the  mother  of  the  Cods , fitch 

dnnt,vt  vno  things  were phbltkely  chanted  by  moft  wickyd  Stage-players ; as 

rT*icl tus*130  ^ HOt  befesmsft fay  not, the  mother  of  the  Gods  to  he  are ; but 

naentibus  mo?  cvtn  th*  nccther  of  Any  of  the  Senators, or  of  any  honeft  men  * 

defame  vcjle-  yea, the  mothers  of  the  Stage-players  themfelves . For  humans. 

ofk^olPerl?.iCi=  wodeftie  hathfucb  a refidl  towards  parents  which  wicked* 

cupidiratesfu-  neffe  it  felfe  cannot  wholly  take  away.  The  rPhy:rs  themfelves 

as  imp!  ere  co-  might  blufh,  to  acl  in  private  at  their  owns  hwfes  for  exerciCe 

tar' Hunt's  before  their  evens  mothers, that  filthinefie  ofobfeene  words 

i*  Mdtth. 6 and  deeds. which  they  did  publicly  aft  before  the  mother  of  the 

&om.iXoh 

29 Z.C.D,  £ DeCivit  Dei.:L2.c.$.?o  c.i$  J.4.fc.2  .10,25,1 7,l$.L5<e.5.7  1.7.C  25, 
27-1  8.0^.13,14,18,20,21,17.  b Venicbamus etiam  nos  aliquando adolcfccnrcs  ad 
ipe&acula  ludibriaque  facrilegiorum : ludisturpifsimis  qui  di/s  deabufqHC  exhibefcans 
?Dr,obIedabairut.  Cxlefti  virgini,&  Berecynthi  e marn  Deorum  omninum  ante  eius 
le&icamdie  folcmni lavationise:us,taiia,  peroublicum  cantirabanturaneqnifsirais  fee - 
nicisjOualia  non  dico  matre  deoru,fed  matte  qualiumcanq  • fenatoro,vel  euoruTirbet 
Jioneftorft  virorum^imo  vero  quakianec  matron  ipforufeenkoruro  decerctau-ureJIlam 
cnim  tnrpitudinem  obfeanorum  d-ictorum  atque  fa&crtitn  feenjeos ipfos dcnni  61#  .proa 
ludendi  caula  coram  matribusfuisagerepuderet,quatri  perpublicum  agebanreoramdea 
orum  omnium  matrefpe&anre  & audicntcvttiufque  fexus  frequent ifsima  imiitirudinc, 
(i  illedta  curiofitate  adeiTe  pomit  r jrairofiifa;faltem  offenfa  caftitate  debuit  abirc 
^onfura^*^  . $ <See  *r,2  5 7 . Gods, 
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godson  the  fight  and  hearing  of  a rnofl  numerous  multitude  * ^ 
of  both  [exes : which  if  [he  being  in  t iced  by  curio fity  could  bee  ^mlacra/ 
circumfufedly  prefent  at  the fe  Playes ,/he  ought  at  Icaft  to  de-  autqua?inqui" 
part  aftamed  from  them  , her  clmftity  being  offended  with 
them . 1 What  things  are  fact  ileges,  if  the  few  ere  facrtfices}  h.vc  fee  cub 
or  what  is  pollution  if  this  were  lotion}  And  theft  were  called  appcliabantur 
dtfhes  3as  if fomefeafi  were  celebrated , wherewith  the  me l sane  . 

Devils  might  be  fed, as  with  their  banquets,  For  who  may  not  epulis  inimun- 
dtfeerne  what ffirits  they  are  which  are  delighted  with  fuchob-  dacbcmonia 
fcenttics}  unfe/Te  he  be  ignorant  Whether  there  be  at  all  ary  pafccrentnr. 
unc leave [pirits  deceiving  men  under  the  name  of  q cds  , or  ^jat  Cunif- 
mleffebe  leade  fuch  a life , in  which  he  may  rather  defire  the  modifpiricus 
favour  and  fears  the  wrath  of  the  fey  ban  the  true  Cod.  Thus 
he.  That  pious  Father k Salvian, records  the  obfeenity  of  ie&entur;  nifi 
titling  St  age*  pi  ayes  to  be  fitch,  that  no  chafe,  no  meitfi  face  vdnefeiens 
ceuld  once  behold  it  3 no  gracious  tongue  relate  it,  without  fin 
orfhawe.  If  then  we  will  give  any  credit  to  theft*  recited  mundi  Ipirims 
Fathers,  with  fundry  other  here  recited  in  the  enfuing  dcomVnnrm- 
Scene.  Or  to  the  third  Blafl  of  Rttrait  from  Flajesa*d 
Theaters  ; to  Mafler  Northbrooke  againfl  vam-Ftajes  and  ctm  vitam, in 
interludes ; To  Mafler  Cjoffon  his  TUyes  confuted  ^ to  Ma*  qaaiftospo- 
fler  Stubs  inhis  <zAno\otnie  of  Abufes.p.  10I  .to  Joy.  To  tlus 
Doctor  Remolds  w hu  Overthrow  of  Stage  playes,  to  Barm - 0ptct  propitics 
has  Briffbnifts  Joann  is  TiiarianayrBulengerwfDe  SpeRacu-  &fonrdd*t 
Us  & Ludts  Scenic  is  L si,  5 n.or^te  Biflop  Tubing-  s^Tulius  FiT^ 

t on fBifhep  Andrews  %Ofmmd  Lake,  Mafler  Perkins , Ma-  miens  deErs 
ft tr  Blton,  Mafler  Bed,  \Mafler  Downham,  with  ftmdry  r~ re  profane 
others  on  the  feventh  Commandement , who  concurre  with 
the  aiicaged  Fathers  in  the  laewious  filthineffe  of  Play-  ^jraliaTumj  * 
ailing;  We  muff  needs  acknowledge  the  very  a&ingof  qu.*illicfiunt, 
Stage-playes , to  be  ncceffarily  obfeene,  andfounlawfull 
«nto  Chriftiaras,  as  they  all  conclude.  Secondly,  thofe  fe-  ctiamrecor- 

veral]  r meretricious  amorous  palfsaes  ^ditties,  parts,  and  com-  darialiquis 

V finepollutione 

5ion  pofsit.  Omnia  quidem  tarn  flagitiofa  flint,  vt  etiam  expbeare  ea  quifpiam  atque 
eloquifalvo  pudore  non  valcat,&c  De  Gubernat  .Detl.6,p)S<;,J  86.  I Amaiisfaltatur 
. enu5,ar  pcraffe&u?  omnesmeretricia?  vilitaris  impudica  exprimirur,  imitationc  bac^ 
«ban.baltauir&  magnafacrisc©mptacuminfulisrnater,&  contradecussctatisillaPcfsis 
nuntia  Dindymone in  bubulci  vnitis  flagitiefa  amplexu  fingitur  appetitione geftire,  &c, 
Arntt>im  adverf.Gentcsl.^p^^^jjo.SccI  7.p.2  3o#to  2<f2. 
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-*-*2*m  flemtnts  which  we  meet  with  both  in  m ancient  and  moderne 
Terence,  Me;  Plaj-foems,  (which  can  neither  be  a&ed  nor  vettred  with- 
nander^nd,  out  much  obfeenity , ) will  evidently  evince  the  very  acting 
wEftautcm  °^^^ayesto^c^civioU5.  And  doth  not  daily  experience 
aliudoTc-Xm  as  much  ? Survay  wc  but  a whiles  , thofe  zenencus 

jnceilum  venci  unchaff  et  inceftttotts  kiffesj^t  the  n Fathers  flile  them:)thofe 
nopiemm.  wanton  dalliances  thofe  meretricious  imbracements, 
tncia:  ofcula  complements;  tQole  enchanting,  powerful!:,  overcomtning 
impudiciti.y  follicitations  unco  lewdneffe;  °thoje  immedeft  geflurej^ 
mitwntPc/J-*  ^Pecches, attires,  which  infcparably  accompany  the  adling 
mens  Aiexans.  ofour  Stage-playes ; especially where  the  Bawdes , the 
<tnnu4y  r&da-  Panders,thc  Lovers, the  Wooers, the  Adulterers^  the  Wo- 
*cap  1 1 'i  2 mans5orLove»ficke  perfons  parts  are  lively  reprefented, 
^•Kj.simtturs  (whole  P poyfonous  filtbineffcj dare  not fuRy  Anatomise,  for 
Pu  & immua-  feare  it  Jhould  ivfett , not  mend  the  'Header , ) mull  needs  at 
clryfo^Homt  acknowledge , the  very  a&ioti  ofour  Stage-playes  to 
be  execrably  obfeene  ; to  be  Inch  as  none  but  perfons  def- 
.Col.  parately  lewde,  unchafte,immodeft,  can  ferioufly  affe$, 
Atfnfofcu^'  much  lefle  approve  or  a6h  Therefore  Stage-playes  thetn- 
lanmc  Hom.  (elves  mud  qucftionlefle  be  abominable  unto  Chriftians? 
1 3 j*  2 Cor.  even  in  this  regards 

Tom.^.Col. 

832.D.  Sums 

inaigiturcautionecommunicandum  eft  cfctilum,  vt  non  alirer  quasi  pia  falutatio,  vei 
potius  adoratio  qu*dam  habcatur  : qux  fi  parum  impuracogitationeinquinata  fuerit 
& vita  sterna  nosalienet,/*/6e»/*f0/v**prd  Chrtffsan/s Legauo.Btbl.F atr tT om.i  ^.13  9 .A 
SeeDo&or  Reinolds  Overthrow  of  Stage-playcsp.lTjto  18.  0 Vanis  geftibus  ae 
mitibus  mimus  rifiim  provocat.  Minucitn  Felix.  0(l*\ius  fag.  I ? 1 . 1 2 2.  p T imeo 
autem  ne forte  magnum  hoc  venenum  totum  revelcm , velut  cu yufdam  bafilifei  fttpentis 
faciern,adperniciemmagislegentium,quamadcorre<ftionem.  Polluitenim  revera  au- 
resmagna:  hujus  audaci*  blafphcma  colle&ioi&  h.Tc  turpitudinis  coacervatioacenas- 
X4ts©,  EftphanwiContrMreJeslthdl  Tom^Hare/eszO*Col.yQ,B9 
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Act  vs  5.  Scena  Tertia. 


THirdly,  as  the  hypocrifie,  and  obfccnicy,  cvenfothe 
effeminacy  of  adfing  Stage-play es,  doth  manifeftly 
evince  thermo  be  cvill  5 as  this  eighteenth  Argument  will  Argument* 

demonftrate*  1 

That  whole  very  a&ion  is  effeminate^muft  needs  be  un- 
lawful! unto  Chriftians* 

But  the  very  a&ion  of  Stage-playes  r effeminate.  2i°  Ephef.4o 

Therefore,  itrnufts  needs  be  unlawfulluntoChriftians:  19.R0m.13, 
The  Major  is  cv;dent3by  the  authority  of  <1  Scriptures , 1 ? -ir^y  14.. 
Fdthers^and  other  f Authors  who  condemns  effeminacies  an  Clemens  As 
unnsturall  3odiows  Jhatnefall  (i *ne3  which  not  oncly  mif-be-  iexand P*dag, 
feemes  aliCbriftiaitSy  aRperfins  what fiever,v  making  them  1 i .c.Lp.13. 
•vile  and  detefiable  unto  others  , but  * Ukewifi  fhut  s men  cut  ^rofeirerKco. 
of heaven  yand  without  repentance  damrtes  their  fifties . Epift.Tom.i. 

The  Minor  is  ratified  by  the  concurrent  fuffrages  of  P-  2 3 3-Sedu- 
fundry  Fathers,  who  for  this  very  caufe  among  divers  ^ithotheT 
others,  condemns  all  Stage-playes.  Witneffe  Clemens  Fathershers 
zAlexandrinw,  Padagogi  lib.  2 . cap*  10.  Where  he  fliles  enfoing. 

effeminate  enervated  dancers , & fPadagogi  Ith . 3 . {Sgton^Per- 
cap.  3. where  he  writes  thus.  * Now  verily  the  intemperance  Jkif^Dod, 
of  life  Is  growne  fi  excefftve .iniquity  inputting  and  fierting  it  'Williams, 
felfejhat  whatfoever  « lafiivibtc*  and  mckafte  5 is  diffufed  and 

into  Cities,  Bcyes  being  taught  to  deny  nature  , dee  counter - others  on  the 
feit  the  female  Sex  3&c.  O inferable  fiettacle  ! O horrible  Seventh  Corns 
mcfydexercifi  1 0 how  great  is  this  iniquity  ! &c»  Wjtneffe  Sc^m^Vnl* 

lovelineflc  of 

Lovelockcs,p.5T3*2;4$,49»  t Militem  Chriftiv?rum  nihil  molledecer.  Arzbmfi  Es 
AvTfal.i  8.Virisnihilmagispudori  efTeoportet?quarofi  midiebrealiquid  in  fc ha- 
bere videantur. De Outer. Dei  £ Nihil  eft  nequiusaut  tuFpius  effe- 

minate viro  Cicero  Tufc.QueJid.^  .MoSVxteryvwit,  hocdicunr,  malus eft .SenecA,  Epift. 
82-  * I Cor.6.9,lo*Gal,5.I9.ST  . ? Fraftjjenemtiquefalta?ores,&c./6/c*.  <,Pu« 
erido&i  abnegare  naturam  mulieresfimulam.  O naiferandum  fpcAaculum  1 O nefatw 
dum Audk^m  ‘ O quanta  eft  h^c  iniquitas ) See  Athanaiius  Contra  Gentes.p,  io . A.B, 
actvrdingly.  f'mlo 
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„ • P^ilo  ludaw.  DeVito,  ContempUtiva3p  i 209, 1210.  77>c>/* 
ImKarum'ha?  (writes  he )who  onely  pieafc  with  four rtleuA  jefts  to  recreate 
biturn  Sc  or-  mens  mindesy  transform*  youthes  into  the  very  habit  and  or* 
dinem,am  der  of  Strumpets  Jo  the  great  imury  and  difionour  of  their  are 

<Ss:  feicus  in/u-  ^dfexe:  athmgwnich  ChUflcs  doth  much  condcmne*  Wit- 
rij,&c,/W.  nefle  Tertutiian  De  Spettacuiis,  Itb.c.  10. p,  ] 7.  Topether 
ardbuPs  fc^ni-  Hjfbalenfls.  Originum  lib.  I 8.  51.  b°/«  all 

ci.  Like  -i  8c  fcenicaS  arts  (lay  theyj  there  is  plain  tty  the  patronage  of 
Venerrepacro-  Bacchus  and  Venus  which  are  peculiarly  proper  to  the  Stave* 
C ri  vaw  &1*  Prom  *he  &efl lire  *nd flexure  of  the  body  j hey  facrifice  effemi* 

propria  (lint  nacy  to  Venus  and  "Bacchus ; the  one  of  them  being  effemU 
(cemrjde  geftu  »ate by  her  fexe  y the  other  by  his  flux  jfre*  Witnefle  Saint 
fiuxITKam  Cyprian  ,De  (feftaeulis  lib . where  he  writes  thus.  c To  this 

mo’.litiemVea  vlbe floamt full  deed, another  equaU  wichedneffe  is  fuper- added* 
neri  & Libero  man  enfeebled  in  all  his  joynts y refotved  into  a more  than 


iU^er  f012^  woma^!k effeminacy,  whofe  art  it  is  to  [peak*  with  his  hands 
ill!  per  fluxum  a*dg*ft*res femes forth  upon  the  Stage  : and  for  this  onet 


diiToluUj&c.  / know  not  whom,  neither  man  nor  woman,  the  whole  Citie 
ir  Huic  dede  floc^e  together  j hat  fo  the  fabulous  lufls  of  antiquity  may  be 
cori  con d:>s  *&sd.  Teaf  men  (Wri»es  he  in  another  place  ) are  unman- 
num  dedecus  nedon  the  Stage : allthe  honour  and  vigour  of  their  [ex  is  effe~ 
Homo  tragus  thefhamejhedifhonefly  ofanmfinued  body ♦ He 

o^nibusmam-  **  mofl  womanijh  andbefl  refembles  the  female  fex>  gives 
btis,&  virvl-  befi  content.  The  morecriminous } the  more  applauded  is  he ; 
molHtkm  dif  ^ ^or*  much  the  more  obfeene  he  isjhe  more  skilfnll  is  he 
folutus.  ci  liars  ^counted . What  cannot  heperfwade  who  11  {tub  a one}  &c. 
fit  verba,  rna-  z^ndin  anGther  Epiftle  ofhis,he  writes  to  Sucratius,  tv  Ex - 

-rons  exped<-  communicate  a Flayer  J who  did  traine  up  Tcyes  for  the  Stave  % 

re,  A:  propter  y r j j o * 

vnum  nefcio  quem,nec  virum,necfajminamcomm©veturcivitas  tota,  vtaefakentur  fa— 
fedofa  antiquitarum  libidines  Ibtdem,  d E virantur  mares, omnis  honor  Sc  vigor  fexuj 
enervati  corporis  dedecore  emollitur^lurqueillic  placet,  quifquisvirum  magis  in  fx- 
nnnamfrsgeric.Inlaudem  crefcitcx  crinaine,&coperitior  quo  tarpior /udicaturj&c.' 
£ptjlJ:‘i.Epi(l.i.D9nrto.  eMagifcer&  Do&or  , non  erudiendorumfed  perdendorum 
liberorunijCmditnS  Sc  docenseontrainftitutionem  Dei  quemadmodum  mafculus  fran- 
gatur  in  fauiinam;.&  fexus  arte  mutetur,&:  diabolodiyinum  plafmamaculanti,per  com 
rupti  atqiie  enervari  corporisdeli^a,placeatur.Quod  puto  ego  nec  roa;eflati  divinx,n«c 
^vangeiK*difciplina:cQngruere,vtpuJor  Sc  Honor  eedefiat  ram  turpi  etinfami  conta- 
gionefa-detur-Namcuminlegeprohibeanturviriinduera  veftem  muliebrem  & males 
didi  e/ufinodi  iudicentur, quanto  ma;oriseft  criminis,non  tantum  muliebria yeftimen- 
ta  itiduere,fed  & geflusquoqueturpcs  Sc  molks  Sc  muUebres  oiagifterig  impudice  zr~ 
tx$esprimcfs?  Bpffth i*Epfl* IO»  " for 
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for  that  he  taught  the  m ag&inft  tbeexpreffe  infir  uElion  of  Cjod  f Hiftrionum 
himfelfe  forv  a male  might  he  effeminated  into  a female  5 how  ■ 
their  f ex  might  be  changed  by  t/irt , that  fo  thedivell  who  de-  tus,  quid  aliud 
fles  Cjods  work/maK(hip,might  beplcafed  by  the  offences  of  a nifilibidines 
depraved  and  effeminated  body,  l think?  it  will  not fiand  with  ^ anVfquo- 
tltc  Ma  j eflie  of  God, nor  the  difeiphne  of  the  fjcfpel , that  the  rum  enarvata 
mode  [He  and  honour  of  the  Church  Jhotild  be  polluted  with  corpora, & in 
fuch  a filthy  and  infamous  contagion.  For  fince  men  are  pro - ceiTurn^aSi**" 
hibited  in  the  Law  to  put  on  a womans  garmtnt , and fitch  who  tumque  mollis 
doe  it  ate  ad \udged.Accurfed.  How  m neb  more  greater  a finne  ta,  impudicas 
is  it, not  onely  to  put  on  womans  apparell , butltkewife  to  ex - n^/pi^geftlbus* 
preffe  obfeene  effeminate  tv omani fh  gefiures  y by  the  skill  or  tu-  mentiunrar, 
torfhip  of  an  unebafle  *s4rt  f The  mofi  unchafie gefiures  and  Dc  V €re  Cu[tm 
attians  of  Staff  e-players  ( writes  f LaFlantius)  what  clfe  doc 
they  but  tetch  and  provoke  lufi  l whofe  enervated  bodies , ejfe-  ^ Homil.  3 8. 
minated  into  an  womanifh  face  and  habit , refemble  unchafie  ln  M*ttb%c*l. 
women  by  their  dtfhonefl  gefiures,  &c.  One  being  a Youth  ^fu/cum 
(writes?  Saint  Cbryfofi ome)combes  back?  his  haire , andeffc-  adolefcens,co5 
minatingnaturewith  his  vifitge , his  apparell , his ge flare  , and  ™am  pone^  re- 
the  hke  , firives  to  reprefent  the  perjon  of  a tender  virgin : ram^ 

which  he  condemnes  as  a raoft  abominable  effeminate  a$:  afpe&u^veftis 
There  is  another fort  of  si  Elors  (writes  ^Yfjtzianzen  ) more  tu,c*terifque 
unhappy  then  thefejo  wit,thofe  who  lofe  the  glory  of  men  . and  ad^* 

by  unchafie  infe  Elions  of  their  members  effeminate  their  manly  tcneriufcuLu 
nature ibeing  both  effeminate  men  andwomen,  yea,  being  net-  imagine^ 

1 her  men  nor  women Af  we  will  (beak?  tritely.  For  they  conti - Puell^eau- 
.....  ..  j cere  cotiifindif, 

nue  not  men, and  that  they  fhould  become  women , taey  attaine 

not.  For  what  they  are  by  nature , that  they  * continue  not , in  h Aliavcro 

ratio  quadam 

eft  hisipfis  infodicior,qui  ninaimm  gleriam  mafculorum  amittunt,  dc  impudreis  racm- 
brorum  inflexionibusnaturamvirilern  frangurit,nnilieres  parit.  r ac  mares  effarminati: 
imo  necvirinccfa'mina!  fi  rt&e  lcquivellemus.iNam  viri  qtiidem  baud  manent : utau- 
tem  fxminae  fiunt  non  confequuntur.  Quipre  quod  a natura  funt,  id  momm  tefpedtu 
non  manent : quod  vero  irnprobe  effc  cupiunt,id  natura  non  Punt , Quo  enigma 
quoddafintluxuri.v’jvitiorurnqjgrvphus, inter  feminasvirtjntcrvircs  farming,  Num  h.vc 
potiu$pr.vdicationes,infpe£iiones,iucunditates,an  lachrymasatcjj  gemicmmerenturfNi- 
mirum,in  h’srifus  regnat, natura  vitiatur  & aduIterinafit,voluptatum  fiatpma  multiplex' 
acccnditur,&c.De  Rctf  i Edu'dt.aj  Se'ucw'i  .p. 1 06 1 . * IpG  Pne  yirilibus  membris 

‘vita-n  degunt,neque  anipl  us yiri  efle  potentes,  neque  n nlieres  facii  Epiphaniu*  Contr . 
UtrefdyUb.  3 Tom.t.Col.yiQ.C.  Hie  ira  amputatur virilitas , venee  conYertatur  in 
faminarr,necvir  relinquatur,  rJugufb  c De  C tilt, Dei  l.y.ce 4. 
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sfc  Viriquoque 
abdicato  fexu, 
ncc  fe  amplius 
mares  eflfefe- 
rentes,mulies 
rum  naturam 
affe&  averunt, 
tanquamita 
honorifica 
grataque  mas 
tri  Deo  rum 
fafturicfTent. 
Omn;s  autem 
in  turpifsimis 
vivunr,&  cers 
tamen  in  fe 
fufciperepra- 
virarisvidcn- 
tur,  &c. 
Ibidem* 
^Nonambu^ 
let  iuxta  te  ca- 
lamiftratus 
procurator, 
jnonhiilrio 
fra&us  in  fxs 
minam. 
*Lib.i,  c.fo 

/Legum  Dia- 
logus 

m De  Legibus 
lib.Epift,  ?. 
nEpiftola.7. 
and  <;  3 . 

» Annalium. 
EJ4*fe&«2. 


regard  of  manners : and  that  which  they  wickedly  defire  to  bey 
that  they  are  not  by  nature.  By  which  it  commethto  paffe,that 
they  are  certainc  riddles  of luxurie  yand  intricacies  of  vices  ^be- 
ing men  among  women  >and  women  among  men,  Whether  doe 
thefe  things  rather  defeive  applaisfes.affeHions  and  mirth  , or 
teares  and fights?  Verily  laughter  raignes  in  thefe ; Nature 
is  vtt  tried  and  adulteratedymd  a various  flame  of  pictures  is 
kindled , \ 

To  thefe  I might  a cumulate  the  parallcll  teftimony 
of*  nM’thanafiusfftontra  Gentes  O ratio  p.  lo.  A.  B.  o'i'Tke- 
ophylus  lAntiocbenut  ad  Autoltcum  ylib , 3.  of  Tatianus  Ora - 
tio  adverfus  Grecos,  Of  Mwucim  Felix,  OH  aw  us,  p.  70. 

1 o 1 . 2 2 3 ..  Of  Augustin# De  (ftivitate Dei  lib,  2 . cap,  3 . to 
iq..and  tib,7.c>'2$.  Of  Bahian. lib. 6.  De  Qubernatione  Dei, 
OiHierom. Spiff , 2. cap. 6,  y.k Epift.y.cap.ySpift.  10. ^4, 
Epiff.  1 3. 2. 48.  c.  2.  Efift.SS.  cap .4.  Of  Eufebius 
apud  D amafeenum  parallelorum  lib . 3 . cap.  47.  Of  Caff  10 - 
dorus  Variarumfib.  1 .cap  2 7. 3 o.  lib,  3 . evz/>.  5 1 . and  lib.  7. 
cap.  16,  QiDamafctn  DaraUelorum  lib.  7,*  cap,  47.  Of 
/0A*  Salisbury , DeNugis  Curialium lib.  1.  8*  together 

with  the  concurrent  fuffrages  of  Ludovicm  ZLves  De  Cau~ 
ft s Corrupt  <Mrtinm  lib,  2 .p.  8 2 0 8 3 . Cv'*  Not  a in  Auguftinum 
De  (fivit.Dei.hb. 2 cap . 3 . to  14.  Of  Radolphus  Gualther 
Homilie  H.in Nahum. $.p. 2 1 4.2 1 j .Of Francis  Detrarcha 
De  Remedio  vtriufque  fortwta  lib,  i , Diologm  3 o.  Of  <±A- 
grippayde  Vanitate  ScUntiarum.cap.  20,  59 . 64*71.  Of 
Deter  Afar tyr.Locorum  Qommunium  Claffts.2.cap.  1 1 feH* 
62. 66. c p ,1  i.feH.ij.  ip.  and  Commentary  on  Judges  ^page 
3 1 o.  3 1 1 . Of  BodineftDe  Repubhca.lib.6tcap,  1 . O f Ioannis 
Mariana {Barnabas  Briffonius  yand*  Bulengcrns  ftDe  The  a* 
tr  is, fpcH  acutes  & ludisfeen  cis  ; of  the  thirdB  last  of  Retrait 
from  flayes and T heaters,  page  1 1 o,  1 1 1 , 1 12 , of  Mafter 
No  thbrooke yJMafter  Stubs,  Mafter  Cf  off  on  and  DoUorRei • 
nolds  in  their [ever  allTr  e atifes  againft  St  age-play es.  Of  Ti- 
fhop  Babington,  CM  after  Perkins , Mafter  Dod ft  Mafter 
Lakes , AJ after  Downcham , and  fun  dry  other  on  the  Seventh 
Commands  went,  Tea?  of 1 Dkto™  Cicero,  n Seme  a,  0 T&ci* 

tv* 


Part.  i. 


Htftrio-Majlix. 


17l 


mu  p luvenall. ,(1  Mat  cos  Aurelius  * Plinie  , and  other  Pa-  P An  ®eIiot 
gan  Authors;  who  all  with  one  confent,  notoriety  tefiifie, 
but  like  wile  pofuivcly  condemr.e  the  groffe,  the  execrable  cum  Vxorcm 
effeminacy  which  attends  the  atting  of  all  Stagrplayes ; which  Com*dus  a- 
the  very ! Cyntcke  bmfelfe  would  blojh  for  to  behold.  And  KoCuIum 
muff  not  our owne  experience  bcare  witneffe  of  the  invi-  palliolo : mu- 
rillity  otPlay-sbiing?  May { we  not  daily fie  our  Players  me-  Jiernempc  ip- 
tamorphofed  into  women  on  the  $ t age, not  only  by  putting  on  the  Non  petfonx 
female  robts  > but  hktwife  the  effeminate  ge ft ures  , Jpeecbes , loqui,vacua 
pace,  behaviour,  attire , delicacy, pafftens,  manners,  arts  and  & plana  om- 
\viles  of  the  female  fcxjeatf  the  mojt  petulant , unebafte , inft-  f«ventticu- 
mating  Strumpets  , that  either  Italy  or  the  world  affords  ? lum,&  tenui. 
What  wantonncfl'e,whac  effeminacy  parallell  to  that  which  diftantiari- 
ourmcn-women  actors,  mall  their  feminine,  (yea, tome-  Antiocbus,nec 
tinie  in  their  mafculinc  parts)  exprefle  upon  the  Theater?  crit  mirabiii* 
was  ever  the  invirility  of NcroylUliogaba(us  t or  Sardanapa-  ^ut  Str*- 
less,  thofe  Monfters,  if  not  (Tames  of  Men  and  Nature  : molIiDem&T 
was  ever  the  effeminate  le  wdnefle  of  v Flora  or  Thais , com-  triusha*mo. 
parable  unto  that  which  our  artificiall  Scage-playcrs  (tray-  N*nojCo-'^ 
ned  up  to  all  lafeivioufnefle  from  their  Cradles  ^continually  J*?  lufenlu 
pra&ifeon  the  Stage, without  blufh  of  face  , or  forrow  of  satjr.},ptga 
heart,notonely  in  the  open  view  of  men , but  even  of  that  .. 

* all* eyed  God , who  will  one  day  arraigne  them  for  this  Lambert!2  ^ 
their  groffe  effeminacie?  And  dare  wee  men,  wee  Chrifti-  * Pancgyr. 
ansyet  applaud  it?  Y pitty  is  it  toconfider,  how  many  inge - 

r Obfcamis 

partibus  corporis ocul is  omnium  earn  ingerunt  turpitudinem  , quam  crubefcat  videre 
yt\Cyniais,lodnnesSaresburicnfis.De Nugis  CHrtalium,lib»\.ca}>jS*  f Sed  Sc  alius 
morbus pctulan ter erupit  in  civitates,  corum  quipatrant  , 6c  qui  patiuntur  muliebria, 
effgminati  eorpore yuxta  atque  ammo  ne  Pcintillam  quidem  retinentes  generis  mafeus 
li,propa!am  pleftentescincinnosornantcfq;  6c  ceruflfafucoq;  oblinenresfaciem  pingens 
tefque,vnguent'squoquefragrantesexquilitifsimis  Nec  pudet  eos  marem  lexumdata  os 
peramutare  mfvminam  Hisparcendum  non  eft, fiaudimus  legem,  <|uar/ubet  andros 
gynum  6c  fsxumfuum  adultcrantem  itnpune occidi, die  ip(aac  bora  quadrprxhenditur: 
turn  lit  probrofus,  &farrili:e  fuxpatruequc  dedeois,atqueadco  torius  generis  humani, 
&c.  Philo IudAtM.De Stecwlibat (egibusyag.  10^9 . t Of  which  reade  Suetoniy, 
Nerofcft  28.Iuftin.Hift.  1 1 . Athen.vusDipnof  lib  1 2. cap  12,13.  Diodorus  Siculus. 
Bibli.hift.lib.2.fe<ft.23.0ro(iushift.lib.!.cap  l9.Invenal.Satyr.8.  6c  rrli;  Lampris 
di;  Heliogabalus,  v Bor  which  fee  Auguft.  De  Civ,  Dei.l  a.  c 6,  Laftant  tis  De 
&lfa Relig.c.  20,  Alexander  al  Ales.  1.  6 . c.  8.  Plutarchi  Alexander  Calepiui  Flora* 
x Dcustotuseftvifus.P  /Vz. Nat.  Htfl.  t \ jSee  CyprianfEpift,l,l , Bpift.l 0 , 
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* Seepage  50  nuo  us  JXitty  jointly  y cat  he  s , devoted  vnte  Cod  in  baptifme,  to 
a s’^Mafter  vv^orn they  owc thcmfelve*, their fervice ; are oft-tiines by 
Gortons  their  graceleft'e  Parents,  even  wholy  confecrated  to  the 
Schoolc of  Stage, ( the  ~Z Mvels  Chappell js  the  Fathers  phrafe  it)  where 

the^ Authors  *hcy  arc  crainee^  °P  *n  the  a Schools  of  Vice,  the  Play  - houfr, 
quoted, p.  5c,  (as  if  cheir  natures  were  not  prone  enough  to  finne,  unleffa 
they  had  the  helpe  of  art  to  backe:hem)to  the  very  cxccfle 
who  thus  flilc  of  all  effeminacy , toadl  thofe  womanifli,  whorifh  parts, 
t>  Populus  As  which  Pagans  would  even  blufh  to  perfoliate.  And  is  this 
themenfis  A1  * a hudable,as  many ; a trivi  alt, v email, havmelefje  thing,  as 
^emperkvif^  reT4te lt • Is  this  a light, a defpicable effeminacie  , for 
raanomina  men,for  Chriflians,  thus  to  adulterate,  emafculace,mcta- 
inip^erec  iu-  morphofe , and  debafe  their  noble  fexe  ? thus  purpofcly, 
tatem appel-*  yeMfte$edly,to  vnman,  vnchriftian,vncreate  thcmfclves, 
Un$,r/utar-  if  I may  fo  fpeake,and  to  make  tbemfelvcs , as  it  were,  nei- 
chi  A/cfeiades.  ther  men  nor  women^but  Mongers,  (a  fin  as  badjiay  werfe 

ividithis  vice  an^  C a^{ t£ry>°ffc rm2>  a kl*de  of  violence  to*  Gods  event 
of  players,  wo*ks,)  and  all  to  no  other  end  but  this;  to  exhiicrate  a 
cSeePTc  adnU  confluence  of  unchafte3effcminats,vainc  companions,ox  to 
Sftim^nTqui  become  competent  Adlers  on  a Stage ; e the  great  eft  infamy 
fiaturam  adul-  that  coald  befall  an  ancient  Pagan  Roman , or  * Chrifhan}  is 
teranc?  clez  this  a meane3  a pardonable  wickedneffe  , to  violate  the 
TaetyoliT?*  ^awescfGod,  of  Nature  ? to  educate  thofe  in  the  very 
cap,  3 , * J 4 difeipline  and  fchoole  of  Satan  fwhofiooMbe  trained  vp  in 
f Manus  Deo  the  admonition, feare,  and  nurture  of the  Lsrd}  that  io  they 
do ^ Hud 3 qu^d  may  he  more  deepely  % enthralled  to  the  Devils  bandage  all 
ipfe  formavit,  their  dayesf  fines  h ctijlome  is  another  nature  / it  being  as  diffi- 
xcformarc  6c  cult  a thing  for  fuch  who  are  accuficmed  to  evilly  0 doe  good,  as 
lonLTunT-  for  an  Ethiopian  td  change  bis  skin, or  a Leopard  his  (pots,) 
quia  opus  Dd  and  be  made  more  five  partakers  with  him  in  his  eternal! 
eft  omne  quod  torments  at  their  deathes  ? O therefore  let  vs  now  at  laft 

uafcitur;  Dias 

bali  quodcunquemutatur.  Cyprian.  De  Habi/ts  Virginum  -lib,  t See  Auguftine  De 
Civit.Dei.l  2. cap.  13. 14.29*  Macrobius  Saturnai  kb.2 ,cap-7.&  A&-7«Scene7-  aer 
cordingly,  f Ephef.(j.4.,Gen.i  3.l9.Dcut  6.7.  g 1 Trni,2.26.Ephcf  2.2.  Hebr, 
2.  1 5.  b Confuetudo  eft  altera  natura.  Tbeodoret  Sermo,  De  Jgaiura  koir/tnit 
Anftot.Ue  memorta  V Remtnefcentta  lib  .Clandlan  ^ De  ConfuUtu  Mal.T h ecd.Par.jgtr, 
p.l62.  Erafmus  De  Puerorum  Educations p,  1 2 Petr  arch. De  Rented.  Vtrtufiue  Tor  tuna, 
lib.l.Dtdog.i^XjalatAfiS  teMoribsts  llb.p>A  >Cafe  Ethtcornm l/b.l . cap. l .accordigly. 

j I«rem.;3.2j, 
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confidcr  with  our  felves,  the  execrable  effeminacy  which 
attends  the  very  a&ing  of  our  Stage-playes  j together  with 
the  danger  accompanying  this  fwne,(  which  is  no  leffe, with- 
out repentance, then  the  k et  email  lojfe  of  heaven ; ) and  then  £ i Cor, 6 ,9, 
we  fhall.we  cannot  but  abhorre  ali  Stage-playes  > even  in  10.Gal5.j9, 

v • 1 

this  regard* 
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FOurthly^asthegroffe  effcminacic,  even  fo  the  palpable  Argument, 
vanitie,the ridiculous  folly  of  ading F layes  • doth  ira-  1 9. 
nifeft  them  to  be  evill ; as  this  nineteenth  Play-affronting  lRcrumenim 
Argument  will  evince.  ndicularum v 

That  whole  very  action, tn  its  belt  acccptioti,  is  but  ndi-  potiusa&io- 
culous  folly  and  vanity,1  rmft  certainty  be  vnfeemely,  nam  imitator 
yea, unlaw  fall  unto  Chriftians.  Hjnt^nofba 

But  fuch  is  the  very  adion  of  Stage-playes.  republica.Cura 

Therefore,  they  muff  certainly  be  unfeemely , and  tin-  enim  verba 
Jawfull  unto  Chriftians. 

The  Major  is  evident;  Firft,  becaufe  the  Scripture*  con-  ^oribus  emas 
dewne  m all  vanity  yand  nfo8ie ; together  with  0 all  vainei  all  nent,  fieri  non 
foolifi  Athens  3perfons,lfieeches , words,  genres , as  dangerous,  pj>tcft  Adverb* 
and  pernicious  evils,  P which  draw  men  by  degrees  to  greater  tanturridicula 
finnes,  H toferiotis  mifehiefes  ; commanding  men  with  all  qua:  non  pro- 
vnot  to  ret  urne  againe  to  folly,  { there  being  wickednejfc  and  ^bu^idkulls, 

Sermocnimeftfm^uscogitationis,  Si  ergo  qui  rifum  movent  exterminandi  font  a 
noftra  republica,longe  afccftjVt nobis permittat  rilum  movere.  Abfurdutn  enim  efTet 
quorum  auditoresefle  prohibitum  eft,eoruminveniriirmtatorcs:mult6  autem  fcflet  ab~ 
furdius,  fiudere  vt  ipfe  fis  ridiculus.  Ciemens AlexAWt.  P<tdag,{%2 .c.  ^ . m See  Aft.  3 , 
Scene 7.1007.^. c. 3 1 .5.Prov.3o.$.Ecdes  1 .2.C.7.I5-C.9.9.  » Iob4.18.cap 42, 
Pral.3  8.S  Pfal.O'9.5.Prov.5-23  c.  15,2.14.0  i9.3.c,24.9.Eccles  1.17.02.3,12, 
v Ifay 9^7'ler.4.2  2,c,5.4.2l.Pfal.^ .j.Pral.74.1 8 22.Pfal.79-4-Prai.26, 4,Iud^es 
9*4  * Chrcn.13.7Prov.i2  II.C.24.9.C.28  j9.Ezech.i5. 3.2 Sam. 1 3.J3.C.24.10, 
Tam.t.i 4.\1  at.  12.36,37 .F ph,9 .4.2  P et,2-  8 . T itus  3.9.  p Si  vanitatis culpa nequa- 
Sjuam  caute  compefcitur,abiniqui-fatcprotinus  mens  incautadevoratur.  Greg.Ma^tm 

c .6 rvtd.fihd.  c/'Hxmgx  feria  du cunt  in  ftialu, 
VeractdoArferoetfcalMii,  rPfaI.89.8.  /Eccles.7.25* 
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t Sec  maud  m 
9 Va^e  occu” 
pads  in  his  6 
corfapiens, 
qua:  vanitates 
vanitatum 
Tunt  j quia  m 
hisnecjuead 
beatitudinem 


e tv  it* 


to  abandon  folly  and  vanities , which  v promote 
not  the  et  email  beatitude  of  thetr  joules  : * to  depart  from  the 
pre fence  ofafoolsjh  man ,*r he n m they  perceive  not  in  him  the 
lips  of  knowledge.  Secondly, becaufe  7 vanitie  and  folly  are  the 
very  matter  Seminaries,  and feedi  offinne  yf  vickedncjfc  , there 
x being  nothing  t vorfethen  they . 

. The  Minor,as  it  is  evident  by  the  concurrent  teftimony 

ad  immortali-  ft>r£-quoted  Fathcrs,A<ft$  3 .Scene  7.  fo  it  is  fuch  an 
tatem .Bernard  experimental!  knownc  truth  , that  it  were  loft  labour  for 
De interim  to  prove  ir.  For  what  elfe  is  the  perfonating  of  the 
* pTou.^.7?*  Clownes^the  Fooles,  the  Fantaftickes,  the  Lovers,  the  Di- 
y Vanitates  vi-  ftra$ed,  dilcontetited,  lafeivious,  furious,  angry  perfons 
Part> butprofeffed  vanitie  , or  ridiculous  affirmed  folly? 
riafuntdeitr  Yea>what  elfe  is  the  wholea&ion  of  Playes  ,bnt  well  perfi - 
ftorum,tnini-  nated  z vanity , artificial!  folly  , or  a lcffe  Bedlam  frenzie  i 
who  feriouTIy  furvay  h the  ridiculous,  childtfb , in - 
peccarorum.  confederate ,yea3mad and  beaftly  attions,gcflwres, [peeches , ha~ 

chryfoj, ?.  s£vod  bits ,prankes  and  fooleries  ofAtlorson  the  Stage , (if  he  be  not 
fi/omvuJea"*  ^difhjfoolifhjor  frentiquehimfelfe)  mu  ft  needs  detme  all 
fu°a/7rmo?~  Stage-players  children , fooles,  or  bedlams ; fince  they 

fuch  parts, fuch  pranks, yea, ufe  fuchgcftures/peeches,  ray- 
ment,complemerns,and  behaviour  in  left,  which  none  but 
children,  fooles,  or  mad-men,  doe  a&,  orvfe  incarncft0 
There  is  c no  difference  at  aH  betweene  a foods,  a fantaftiqne , a 
Bedlam ,a  Whore, a Pander,  a Cheater,  a Tyrant,  a Drun- 
kard^ Murtherer,a  Diveli  on  the  Stage  ( for  his  part  is  oft- 
times  a<fted)  and  thofe  who  are  fuch  in  truth,  but  that  the 
former  are  farre  worfe , farre  more  incxcufable  than 
the  latter,  becaufe  they  wilfully  make  themfelvestbatin 
fport,to  foment d the  more  then  childtfh  folly , of  fome  vaine 

He  Auguft. 

DtCi'vit.De't.l  I M 1.  ftiles  Playes  Licentiavanitatnm.  h Quorfatn  abeant  fanH creta 


Tom  a Sol, 
444 .C.D. 

Z,  Nihil  peius 
vanitate«^/7>3 
bfofeDe  A^ 
hrahtm ,\tb „ 2, 
rap  10. 
a Pantomi=: 
rrum  afpicis^ 
vanitas  eft  ? 
Sec.  Amir  ofe 
EnArdn  Pfl 
JlS.OfiOH  f. 


2 Satyr.7,%  c Ilkfiniftrorfiim,Mcdextrorfiiriabit.  Vnusvtriqu«-crrOr,fcd  vari/sillu- 
ditpartibus^  hoc  te  Crede  modo  infanum,  nihilo vt  fapientior  ille  qui  deiides.  Hog 
racejbtdem.  d Nunc  tibicinibus,nunc  eft  gauuifo  Tragardis,  Nqtrice  pudla velut  a 
ludcrct  infans*  Horace  Ejaft  ,Uz  .Epifl  ,1  .p.i%v , 


Speftdtori5 


Part,  i • 
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Hiftrio-Majlix . 


Spectators , which  thefe others  arc,pcrchance  from  naturall 
neceflity,  or  at  lcaft  from  colourable  grounds?  c Flendas  ^Bcrnardad 
dixerMytn ridenda*  ineptias  i The  foolery.,  the  ridiculouf-  Gulielmum 
nefle  of  a£Ving  F laycs  is  fuch,that  I know  not  whether  men 
fhould  more  bewaile  it,or  deride  it.  Sure  I am5though  few  /Stultaperfe 
Spe&ators  can  findeteares  to  deplore  the  finfulneffe,  yet  firnt  ridicula : 
mo(t  of  them  can  afford  laughter  to  deride  the  vanity , the 
folly  of  adting  Playes.  Since  therefore  F van  tie  and  folly  are  quocj  apert* 
the  genuine  proper  obje&s  of  derifion,  and  mens  vo/upt  vow  fingitur. 
[miles',  the  laughter  Playes  occafion, (which  is  their  chieft  ft 
end,)  is  a fufficient  evidence  oftheir  exccffive folly; and  fo  ^ 

ground  enough  for  Chriftians  3 for  all  men  tocondcmne  Quoniamlu* 
them  as  vanities,,  as  fooleries,  as  S Cltmens  sAltxkndrinw , ^3uen^n^r 
and  other  Fathers  doe  at  large  declare.  omnis  remi  fsio 

And  thus  much  for  the  firft  confiderable thing  inthe  animi,&rifus 
manner  offing  Stage- playes,  til 

am  ridicula 

jucunda  efTe,& homines, & orationes,&  o^erx.Ariftct.Rbetcr.Llx.li  p.2 1.  Democria 
tusomncsderidebatjquiadiccbatomnesinfaniri.  RLlian,VartAtU(icri^c.‘i o.  g Si 
enim  ridiculam  figuram  fufcipcrc  , quemadmodum  in  pompis  videntur  nonnulli , in 
animumminimeinduxeriir)us,quomodo  internum  homincm  magis  ridiculam  fuftinere 
figuram  jure pafsifuerimus?  Et  fi  perfonam  noftram,nonnoftraquidemfponte,inma5 
gisridkulofam  vnquarn  converterirnus,.quomodo  in  verbis  ftuducrirr.us  efle  Sc  vidcri 
ridiculi,id  quod  eft  omnium  qu.v  funtin  hominclongepreciocifsimum,n:mpe  rationem 
ac  fermonem  ludibrio  habentes  S Ridiculum  eft  ergo  ha:c  erercere  , quandoquidem  nee 
huiufmodi  ridiculorum  hominum  Oratiodignaeft  qua*  audiatur>  per  baec  nomina  ad 
turpia  facta  affucfaciens.  l,2,c*5 . 


Act  vs  5.  Scena  Quinta. 


T He  fecondcircumfiance  confiderable  in  the  forme  ©f 
adding  PIayes,is  the  fevcrall  parts  and  perfons  fuftai- 
ned  in  them ; which  fuggefts  this  twentieth  Play-eppue-  dreument 
aing  Argument,  2o7 

Thofe  P lay  es,whofc  very  parts  and  perfons  are  finfull, 
yea,  abominable , arc  certainly  unfeemely,  unlawful! 
ante  Chjifliaiw, 

But 


ij6 


Ht/biorMaflix.  Part,  i 


to  Iratus  fener, 
cdax  Paraii* 
tusTycopkan- 
taiir  prisons, 
avaruskno 


But  hf*cb  arc  the  parts,  the  felons  moft  frequent  iuaH 
Stage-pUyes, 

Therefore  they  arc  certainly  unfeemely,  unlawful!  unto 

Chrittians. 


afsiduc  agendi  The  Maior  is  irrefragable,  becaufc i fuch  as  the  parts  are, 

ttoreTi^mo*"  **  %^e  ts  compofed  of  them : If  the  parts 

cum  labore 0>  dien  be  cviil,chc  intirctie that  fprings  out  of  them  muft  bee 
maxumo.  7>-  fuch. 


'umlr  The  Minor  I fhsll  evidence  by  this  Indu&ion.  In  all  our 

S»s\  pM,  Stage-playcs,  we  have  moft  vfually  the  parts  and  perfons 
/Partes  to  turn  ofk  Divel-gods  and  Coddefes ; of  Jupiter,  Mars , Apollo,. Ve- 
ftituunr  itT " ^ ulc  an, Sat  time ,Cupid,Tfjptuue,  Mercuriei  Efcttlapiw, 

determinant.  Hercules, P Into, Bacchtu, Ceres,  MmervafDiana,  Juno,  Pro- 
Ketkfr.sy*  ferpina. Flora, Triapas  ,znd  others  : yea^ometimes  the  very 
^TiLpTilt  Parcan^Per^0H  the  1 Dwell  him  fife ; whofc  workes. 
Partis  & tos  whofe  pompes  and  vanities  all  Chriftians  have  renounced 
tius  cadem  ell  in  their  Baptifme  .•  Addc  we  to  thefe  , the  parts  and  repre- 
K t[t nlmmm  ^cntat‘ons  ^atyros,  Silvanes,  Mufes,  Nymphes , Furies, 
fua rumpanT-  Hobgoblins,  fairies,  Pates,  with  fuch  other  heathen  vanities, 
uw.Beaa-^xz  which  C hr  t ft  tans fbould  not  name,  ntuchleffe  refemble ; To- 
*(*phtca  Tom"  gather  with  the  parts,the  perfons,11  of  Whores,  whortma* 
Z C0L164?'  fters>  Adulterers,  BaVedcs,  Tanders , Tyrants  , Traitors, 
t Ste  Aft*  3 . 7 he  eves,  Mttrtherers,  P aricides  , Drunkards , rParafttes,  Pro - 

4 diga  Is,  Hypocrites,  Fooles,  Ruffians,  Wooers,  Epicures,  Pant  a - 
Tertu Ilian  dc  ftiques  ,P  ennie-  Fathers JUfwrcrs, S colds , D rabbes,  Ravifhers , 
Spcftaculis.  Wantons, Bedlams, Tnrkes,  Infidels,  and°  all  other  deffierate 

i. accordingly,  wtckfd  perform  whatfoever.  There  is  fcatcc  one  Diveli  in 
cus  vivesjNo-  Hell,hardly  anotorio usfinneorPfinner  upon  earth,  either 
tar  in  Augaft.  of  moderne  or  ancient  times  but  hath  fome  part  or  other  in 

JDe  Ciuit.Dei.  Scage-phyes.  And  can  they  then  be  lawWU  be  tollerable 
U2.C2>C.  & r 1 1 

accordingly, 

m Saltantes  Satyros  iroitabitur  Alphefib.vus.  Virjril.Eclog.^.p.  } 4.*  n Concih  Con* 
ftantinDp.6.Can./52.65  70,  6.0c  Aft.  2 , Scene  1 accordingly.  0 See  the  Printed 
Comaraicsand  T ragxdies of  Ariftophane$,Terence, Menander, P aucus,£uripides,So- 
phoc!es,beneca,and all  our  moderns  Playes Together  with  Mailer  Stubs,  Mailer 
Northbrooke, Mailer  Goflon,and  others  in  their  T readies  againft  Play  es  accordingly, 
pVtereflinfaniorh  rum?  HoraftSerm.l  i.Sat.  3 . p.lo7»  p Afpice,  Pla:  tu«  Quo  pafto 
parnsctitetur  amantis£phebi,Vtpatris  attend  Jenoniminhslioli  l Quantuslit  Dorfes 
jujs  tda^businParaiitis^r^eEpifU^^Ep^.^zSl , 
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mntoChriftianj,  being  confarcinatcd  of  fuchj  ollutcd  parts 

and  perfons  as  thcle  ? DoubtlcfTe,  he  who  will  but 

cordially, but  Chriftianly  furvay  thofe  filthy  Pagan  Divd- 

godsand  Goddcffes ; thofe  outragious  bcaftly  lufts , un-  fNMcxhi* 

paralldd  abominations, and  execrable  finners,  which  have 

*.  . ^ . } . . > ~ lisuiputantur 

their  Acts, their  Scenes,  their  Parts,  in  Stage-  playes ; murt  plenum  Deo 
necefl’arily  abandon  Playcs,(^  q atlancient  Chriftisns did)  eft,autcon- 
as  pafitmet  mere fit  for  Devils  than  for  ChrifiUns  : clle  hee 
inuft  needs  juftifie,  net oncly  finneand  finners,  but  even  pr0pterDu^ 
Hellitfclfe;  which  aboundsnot  with r more  polluted Dcuilsy  bolum  inftim- 
a>;d  Devill-ldolt ; with  more  prodigious  Monfters  of  im-  ^iaboutcbws 
pictie, with  more  ftupendious  matchleffc  villanies,  than  the  Jnftnsrta  Te>- 
Stage\ whofe  wickednefl'e  oft-:ime5,tranfcer»ds  even  that  or  tulDeJpetfac. 
the  in fe mall  Lake.  For  there, men  onely  fuffer  and  bewaile  ^^s^iupra- 
with  teares, the  cternall  tortures  which  their  finnes  occafi-  ^veftrs^ 
on  : Whereas  men  in  Theaters,  are  fofarrefrom  finne-  pompisabfti? 
lamenting  forrovv,  that  they  even  delight  themfelves  with 
the  reprefentations  of  thofe  wickedne{Tes,which  the  origi*  erhorigineni 
nail  Authors  of  them  now  deplore  in  Hell.  And  is  not  this  novimus,&vt 
dejpernte  mat  chic Jfe  madntffc^  for  men,  for  Chrifti3ns,  to 
fport  themfelves  with  thofe  individual!  finnes  upon  the  ^n:us.  “muu-z 
Stage, which  the  parties  a&ed  in  the  very  bitterne  ffe  of  their  kins  Felix. 
foules,  arc  condoling  now  in  Hell?  To  make  that  their  oft&tus 
chief  ft  earthly  pleafure,  which  is  now  the  damned  a&cd 
parties  greate ft  paine,  and  without  repentance  may  prove 
theirs  coo  i To  raife  up  damned  foules  or  Devils  out  of  accordingly. 
Hell ; with  all  thofe  horrid  finnes  that  funke  them  thither, 
to  no  other  end  but  this,  to  play  them  on  the  Stage  for  omnium 
laughter-fake:  and  yet  never  cordblly  to  confider  the 


lonura  terns 


dole  full c condition  of  the  perfons,  nor  fcrioujly  to  l amen*  the  iiu^^undi 
damnablencflejthceternallpunifhment  of  the  finnes  thus  fpirirusconfi- 
a6led  in  their  fight  ? O that  our  Players,  out  Play-haunters  ri"n 
would  now  ferioafiy  confider,  that  the  perfons  whofe  rertul^De‘ 
parts,  whofe  finnes  they  a$  and  fee,  are  even  then  yetting  SpettacTcm. 

J Prov  io. 2;. c. T,’.o.  2 Pcf.?.T?.  ?upra  omnem  autem  iT)on{traohpi<>cuTi  execrati- 
oncm  cft,fc  elus f iTTHmim  admicter ?}5e  pudoremfedetis  non  liable.  SxlSnan.De Guber. 
DeY'7  p.i6$.  t See  2 Pet- 2*4 dude  6. Hay  (5(j.2<f.Matti;.2  5. 41,^  .Revel.  2o«  IC* 
2 T hefT  1. 7,9*9. 
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C*  indciinenicc  in  the  v ctcrm’l  fitwes  of he/I,  for  thefe  particular  f lines  of 
xtcrnT'ciam-  Veil's,  cvcn  then  whiles  they  are  playing  of  thefe  finnes,. 
naionisTup-  thefe  parts  of  theirs  on  the  Stage  ! O that  they  would  now 
pli^iutn  in  quo  remember  the  f»ghes,thc  groanes,  the  t(*rssy*iheangut(h% 
narumcxco^r-  veeepmg%4tsd  gna/bing  of tcclhj he crjies^andfhreekej^t  thefe 

tari  poteft, ' vvickedneflcscaufe  in  Hell,  whiles  they  area&ing,  appJau- 
qucquid  eua  ding, committing  and  laughing  at  them  mthe  Piay-houf:  J. 
i?-re\a°aJeft • And there  ar,y  Sparkc ofbu««nity,of Chriftiani- 

vermis  tie ; any  fcarc  of  God,of  Sinne,of  Hell,  remaining  in  them  ; 
immortalis  would  fooneembitterthc  moft  SugredScage-playestothcir 
^”biKsf"tor  and  engage  them  to  deteft  them  (unleffe  they  are, 

juitol  rabilis  marked  out  for  Hell)  for  fuch  like  torments  as  thefe  now 
eft:  cuius  tor-  fuftaine.  Certaineiy,  he  can  never  have  a (hare  in  Heaven, 
rentes  in  pi-  that  makes  a mocke.a  play.aPaftimeof  the  Parts,  the  Sins 
tur,&  humus  ol thole  Devih,Pagans,and  tngitious  perions  who  are  now. 
.is  lutphur,  ar^  in  Hell.  He  who  canthus  make  Sinne,  or  Hell , cr  Devils, . 
femoiternum  • - y ^ ear*My  foUce  here , fhall  undoubtedly  enjoy  no  other 
cu/uslacus  * He4v:n  hat  Hell  hereafter.  Let  the  confideration  therefore 
fangnineigne-.  of  thefe  parts.thefe  petfons  fuftained  in  our  Stage-  playe*, 
eft^quof?115  Perlwade  us  to  renounce  them,  x mtfbefeeming  Chriftt- 
cu  iquefufcc-  to  Jpcrt  thewfelves  xvithall\  From  whofe  hearts  they 
pit  demergit  fhould  rather  draw  mournful!  teares  5 than  foolifh  laugh-  - 

lirnul  & exus 
rif  .Aml>nfe  cer# 

JPrtcatto  : . 

Pr*t4rM$li(faK%To*n.f;>p.'i6%  E.  x Rom.2.^9.Wat.i  3.42,5*0.  y Quivultreg- 
nfliv  cum  Chiifto,non  pcteftgauderecUmfa:culo.  Ambrcfe Sermo  1 1 . z.  See  loai  n:g 
Langhecrucius,  Dc  Vita  6c  honeftate Hcde{Iafticorum.lib.2,cap.2i,2 


Actvs5.  ScenaSexta. 

^He  third  thing  confi derable  in  the  very  a$ion  of Stage- 
playcSjistheappareliin  which  they  are  a#ed,  which  is 
firft  of  all  womanifh  and  effeminate, belonging  properly  to 
to.thefcmallfex;  therefore  uuiayyfuil,  yea^borainahle  un- 
co 
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See  Jtbenaui 


to  men.  From  whence  this  twenty  one  Argument  is  dedu-  Argument 
cible.  21. 

Thefe  Playes  wherein  men  ad  any  womens  parts  in  wo- 
mans apparel],  muft  needs  be  finfull,  yea3abominabIc 
unto  Chriftians. 

But  iBali,or  atleaftan  moft  Stage-phyes  whatfoever,  ^ 
men  ad  the  parts  of  * womtn  in  womans  apparelL  Dipnofo  b hb 
7 herefore  they  muft  needs  be  finfull,yca, abominable  vn-  j ^ cx^  ^ 1 * 
to  Chriflians. 

The  Minor  is  a notorious  experimentall  truth  which  all  x Philo  ludjem 
Players, all  Play-haunters  mu  ft  acknowledge  : which  *{m-  \^ooi  \ooz 
dry  Fathers, and  approved  b moderne  Authors  ttflifie.  Tertullian  Ue 

The  Maior  is  undeniably  confirmed  by  Detitercnomie  22.  Spcftac.c2p.z3. 
verfe  5.  The  Woman  (haR  not  weare  that  which  per  t a met  h Cypna  DcSfcft. 
unto  a man}neitbtr floafl  a man  fu t on  a womans  garment ; for  ^ P1  ! a 

-all  that  doe  fo,  are  abomination  to  the  Lord  thy  Cod.  God  tiiaVivMlit 
bimfclfe  doth  here  exprefly  inhibit  men  to  put  on  womans  Epi.ca.C  ebry- 
apparell,  bccanfe  it  is  an  abomination  to  him  : there-  foftm.Hm.i*. 
fore  it  muft  certainly  be  unlawful^  yea  abominable  for  m Matth.^uyi- 
Players  to  put  on  fuch  appareil  to  ac4  a womans  part,  f ” S°^u’f\ H’ 
If  any  here  obied  (as  c[ome  P lay -patrons doc ) that  this  fy^llcnfs  on 
Scripture  extends  to  thofe  alone,  who  ufually  clothe  l.t8.c.48. 
themfelues  in  womans  array  from  day  to  day;  or  to  & Concilium 
thofe  * who  pat  it  on  with  a lewde  intent  to  circumvent  or  conflantmp.6. 
inamor  others:or  tofatisfie  their  lufts:in  which  cafe  the  ^ec 

Synode  of  Augafla  inhibit s women ,who pat  on  mans  apparel!,  5 ‘ *' 
from  the  Sacrament , tiR  they  have  repented  : not  to  fuch  b calttln,lunw> 
who  only  weare  it  now  and  then  to  ad  a womans  part,  roflatmfPdUca- 

or  d t»  cafe  efnecejjlty  to  faue  their  hues, is  fome  haue  done.  Cornelm,  a 

Lapidc  in  T)ein 

22.V.5.  D.Rcinolds  Overthrow  of  Sta?e-playes3  p.8.  to  20.  and  85.  to  10$.  The 
of  Reireit  from  Playes  and  1 hearers.  M.Noithbroohe^i  Goffon, v\i:h others 
hereafter  quoted  in  their  Treatifes  againft  Staee-playes.  c T). Gager  in.  D 

Overthrow  of  Stagc-playes,p. 9,1  5,86,91,9  2,  D.Gf»h/tSin  his  Letter  to  D. 
Remolds,  Jbid.p.i 6y  ,\6y.\ yo.and Haywoodm  his  Apologie  for  Afters.  d Aquinas 
prima  fecund a.  JQuaJl.i  oz.  ytnic.  6.6.  and  feunda  fecund*.  Qua  ft.  169,  ^4 rtic . 1. 3. 
* Item  feminae  virilem  habitum  malo  animogeftantes,cjuoperverfam  fmmexple- 
nnt  voluntatema  vencrando  hoc  Sacramento arcendx  funt,  donee  id  malt  penuus. 
corrcxcrint  & fatisfecerint. Sywcltts Augoftcnfis  1 54 %Surm  Com.^.p. 807, 
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t.  i 


sAnfwsr  i. 


^SeeD  Rihofds 
Ouerrhrow  of 
Stige-plnyes, 
p.S.to  zo.  and 
8 5" . to  io  3, 
where  this 
point  is  excel- 
lently difcuf- 
fed  : with  all 
the  Fathers, 
Cbuncel.sy  and 
Authors  Cjtio- 
ted  in  the  6, 
Anfwer  fol- 
lowing. 

2 Hot  mter- 
prje.csri  elf,  an 
deteftari' 
gujitfc  Civit . 
Vei.1.7.  c«24. 
f O.  liC  INC  Id's  O- 
v er throw  of 
Stage-phyes. 

p*I  0?<li02« 
Dife of  the 

Dcreirfulneffe 
of  mans  heart. 

cap.f  7»p«i  86. 

S ibldcr*  v.^q 

3 


To  this  I anfwer ; Firft,thatlundry  common  A<Tor$ 
doeufually  once  a day,  at  leadwife  twice  or  thrice  a 
weeke,  attire  themfeiues  in  womens  array  to  a<T  their 
female  parts ; yea,  they  make  a daily  practice  of  it  to 
put  on  womens  attire,  it  being  infcparably  incident  to 
their  lewdeprofeflion  : therefore  they  are  within  the 
exprefle  condemnation  of  this  Scripture,  and  their 
owne  moil  fauourable  glofte  vpon  it,  as  the  obie&ion 
it  felfe  doth  euidence* 

Secondly, the  very  putting  on  of  womans  apparell  to 
a<d  a Play,  though  it  be  but  now  and  then  for  an  houre 
or  two,  d is  direttly  condemned  by  this  Scripture:  which 
prohibits,  net  onely  the  frequent  wearing,  but  the  ve- 
ry putting  on  of  womens  apparell,  for  the  words  are . 
not : A man  [hall  net  ordinarily  or  frequently  put  on  a womans, 
garment  .nor  yet  weare  it  new  and  then  to  a lewde  intent ,as  the 
Obie&ors  cglo[fe  it : but,  Neither  [hall  a man  put  on  a wo- 
mans garment,  The.originall  wor d.ftlbofch,  which  figni- 
fieth  to  put  on  : is  the  very  fame  (as  f two  Worthies  of  our 
Church  cbferue  jwith  that  of  the  i Sam.  1 7.38,39.  where 
it  is  written  ; that  Sav  l clothed  Da  v 1 d with  his  Armor , 
and  put  an  Helmet  of  brajfe  upon  his  head^c*  If  then  Dauid 
in  the  Scripture  phrafe,  were  faid  to  put  on  Sa  v l s Ar - 
mor^xhoughvheputitoffimmediately,  becaufe  he  had  it 
once  upon  him , though  for  a little  fpace ; then  he  who 
puts  on  a womans  rayment  but  to  acf  a part,  though  it. 
be  but  once,  is  aoubtlefi  e a putter  on  of  womens  apparell^ 
within  the  very  litterall  meaning  of  this  Scripture; 
andTo.a  ground  delinqvent  againftGod  : becaufe  the 
very  putting  on  of  a womans  garment,  not  the  fre- 
quent or  long  wearing  of  it,  is  the  thing  this  text  con- 
dernnes,  as  the  word  put  on  imports. 

Thirdly,  the  very  reafon  of  this  precept  expreffed  in 
the  text, will  take  eff  this  evafion  : The  woman  fhall  not 
weare  that  which  per taineth  unto  a man,  neither  jhall  a man 
put  on  a womans  garment : marke  the  reafon.  For  all  that 
doe  fr5 are  abomination  to  the  .Lord  thy  God*  That  which 
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makes  a man  anabomination  to  the  Lord  his  God,mnft 
be  fuch  a thing  as  is  fin  full  and  abominable  tn  its  owne  nature,  h Sec  Deur.  7 
not  tn  its  abufe  or  ctrcum fiance  s onely^s  the  h Scriptures, and  i 5 j~6.es  j,iz 
J Alexander  Alefim  teftifie  : If  a mans  putting  on  of  wo-  c*i 
mansapparell  were  not  (imply  euill  in  it  lelfe,  thefre- ^*c,l8-El5g12* 
quent  wearing  of  it,  or  the  putting  of  it  01;  to  a finifter  cf^c7^  *c* 
intent,  could  not  make  him  an  abomination  vnio  God.  v/ov.i . 5 i.ej 
For  thevfe  k of dpparell  being  to  clothe  and  a dome  the  body ; if  16,17,18,  1 9, 
the  putting  on  of  it  were  not  vnlawfull,  the  frequent  c'11-1  > 20-c.i * 
gutting  on  of  it,being  the  true  vfe  of  it,  could  not  bee 
finfull,and  fo  not  abominable  ; there  1 being  nothing  odi - ^here  nought 
ow  vnto  God  but  finne,  and  finfull  things . Since  then  this  but  capital  (ins 
putting  on  of  womans  appardl  is  an  abomination  to  only  are  Riled 
the  Lord:  not  onely  the  frequent  wearing  ofit,  or  the  abomination, 
putting  of  it  on  to  lewde  intents, but  euen  the  bare  put-  in,ot^€C 
tingofitontoa&a  vicious  Play,  * though  it  be  but  once,  \ A^ominatio 


mull  needs  be  within  the  verge  of  this  facred  inhibi-  in  Sc 


tion, 


ripiura 
non  eft  nifi 


Fourthly,  this  precept ; Neither  (hall  a man  put  on  a ProPrer  niorta- 
womans  garment,  as  it  is  a branch  of  the  morall  law,  s^mait^lo 
hailing  a relation  to  the  7.*  Cowman  dement, and  to  fetter  at  frJs  fl°~ 

m Scriptures  in  the  New  Tefi  ament,  concerning  modsfty  and  gisejt.i  > 5. 
decency  in  apparell;  as  good  n D wines  obferue.  So  it  is  a Mcmbr.z.vld, 
vniuerfall  negatiue,  which  by  the  rules  0 of  Theokgie  Jhidvm. 
binds s all  men,  m all  cafes , in  all  places,  both  Semper  & ad  ,}  f 5 
Semper;  alwayes,  and  at  all  times  what  [never  ; therefore  a 
man  putting  on  of  womens  apparel!  at  any  time  vpon  Revd,?.iS4 

Ezech.  16,10. 

* Hcb.ijg.  Pi  il.  5,4,5  X*  Omfie  quod  tiirpceft, Deo  difplicet.  Iuftith  Dei  edit  & 
deteftatur  vi:ia,docet  virtutes  Kcnugim ExplaiJat.inRim.i . 3 ^.BibLVatium.Tcmfsars 
Tp.Si^.G,  * Conccdemus  ns  ergo  hoc  femel  fieri?  Nequnquam.  Quar^?'Qoo- 
nhmetii  femel  tantum  fiat,malum  eft  fimilirer.Quarhobrem  fic  quidesn  oblefc  ri, 
fi  eft  quidem  malum, ne  femel  quidem  fiat.  Sin  autem  non  eft  maltim, temper  fiat. 
(bryfojl.Homs  zjn  1 Cor.Tom.^.Col.^  57-B.C.  * See  Calvin  on  the  7. Com rr.ttnde- 
ment,  and  the  Authors  hereafter  quoted.  m 1 Cor.n.f.to  17.  1 Tim, 2 9. 1 Pec. 
3.?, 4.  n B p. Babiagt . Pertyns, M Dod, M Brinfley>  U.Vcwncbam.  M M halg, 
and  others  on  the  7 «Commindement«D,Rcj»0kA  Overthrow  of Staoe-phycs ;p  ie» 
and  others  hereafter  quoted^  Anfwer  Cenfuing.  0 DtPcrl{ins  Cafes  of  Confect  rice, 
libt-.c,’  z. 
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p Juguflinus  So-  any  occafion  (yea  in  cafe  of  fauing  life,  p as  fome  affirms  ) 
Jiloqiiioium.  but  efpecially  to  adaBawdes,a  Sorcereffes,Whores,or 
anY ot^ier levvde females  part  vpon the  Stage  ; mud:  vn- 
throw  'of " doubtedly  be  within  the  expreffe  letter  of  this  univer- 

St.^c-playcs,  negative  text ; and  fo  an  abomination  to  the  Lord. 
p.T  4,  Neither  will  this  ‘I  poors  evafion  of  acting  in  womans  ap- 

q tc  cx-  parell  but  now  and  then,  take  off  its  guilt  • For  fince 
cmpqinyat  mens  putting  on  offuch  aray  is  here  prohibited  by  a 
b is  .mi ; ho  ' negatlVTePrecePt>  which  bmdes.at  ail  times,  as  an  abo- 
race  kpf.  Uo  i.  mination  to  the  Lord, and  a thing  that  is  finfuil  in  its  owne 
Ep-i.p.zp  4,  nature j the r rarity  of  it  can  no  tv  ayes  expiate  the  finfulneffe 
r Quod  emm  that  is  in  it.  { That  which  is  finfuil  in  it  felfe,  is  no  where,  no 
^miiu;n  time  law  full  vpon  no  occafion.lt  is c no  iuftificatiotJiJio  excufie  at 
hVquenuus^  a^for^  ^Jllurtherer , an  Adulterer , Swearer •,  Lier,Theefc , 
fr.d-.im  fit,  fed  T)runkard,or  the like fo  pleade,  that  he  commits  thefe  f vines 
epod  alicpun-  but fildoms upon  fome (pedal caufes) becaufe  Gods  precepts 
da  Lift  a m c£l>  are  fo  fh  i<5t,  that  they  u allow  no  place, no  time  for  any  finne. 
Mcupcnbile.  The  infrequency,  the  rarenefle  then  of  wearing  wo- 
tit  bem  wen-  mans  apparellf/uppoleit  were  as  rare  vpon  the  Stage 
ti’.iib,  {'t°U  as  now  it  is  common)  addes  nothing  to  itslawfulneffe, 
fNufqium  & it  ftill  continues  an  abomination  to  the  Lord, 
nunquani  ex-  Fiftly, admit  it  were  lawful  for  a man  to  put  on  womas 
Dea^d  CjU0CL<-  aPPrc^ to  ^aue  his  life, or  to  avoid  fome  imminent  dan- 
Niii'quanTsf1,  Ser’  %as  Achilles f Euclisf  William  Bp. of  Ely,  with  * fome  few 
nu.iquam  licet  others  the  Tyrrhensans  are  recorded  to  haue  done, though 
quod  temper  & b S.  Align  fine  hmfelfe  makes  a ffuare  of  its  lawfulnejfe  exert 
ubique  non  li-  in  cafe  cf  life,  and c others  determine  it  to  be  unlawfully  it  be- 
cfffi  a negaUve  morall  precept  which  admits  no  qualifications ; 

t An "iiiijn*1  yet  it  followes  not  hence, that  therefore  it  is  lawfull  for 

QmdL  fuper  Men-aftors  to  put  on  womens  aray  to  ad  a Play  : For 
Levit.l^.c.68  doubtleffe  ifit  be  abominable  in  any  cafe,  or  in  cafe  of 
Tom.^pars  i. 

p.  296. i97.accordingl\%  « j Iohn  2.1 . Deut.27,26.  Gal.  3 .10.  Luk.i.7  f.  iPet. 
4-i.Afts  24.15.  x Statius  Achilleid.l.i.  7 Gellius  5.  Nod.  Attic.lib.6.  cap.io* 
f Matthew  Paris Anglia?, pag.  i5o.i5r4  lobn  Bale  Ads  oi  English  Votaries. 
iib.-2.fbl.107.  a See  D.Rcinolds  Overthrow  of  Stage-playes.p.  11. 89, 90,  * Pht- 
tarcb.Dc  virtatibus mulierum « Mor.Tom.  i.p.  5 1 9.5  20.  b Sohloquiorum.  lib.2.  cap. 2. 
* A&brof  Irenas.  Tom,i  .pag.23  3 . D.  Remolds  Overthrow  of  Stage -playes,p.  14. 
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daily  ufe,as  all  acknowledge ; it  muft  ncceffarily  bee  fo 
in  cafe  ofading  Playes,  which  d are  but  amccre  abufe.  d chc^]'G('f0^ 
For  hrff, Playes  themlelues, at  leaftwife  the  perfonating  L Ci  1 ~ 
of  the  Bawdes,  A dulterdl'es,  Whores,  or  Sorcertffes 
part,  which  fauour  of  nought  elfe  but  lewdncffe  and 
effeminacy,  are  euill : therefore  the  c very  putting  on  of  « Nullus  habi- 
womans  apparell  to  aft  fuch  parts  jannot  be  good*  Secondly,  tus 
Playes,  and  female  parts  in  Playes,  admit  they  bee  not  ^ cr ipri^ 

fimplyeuill,  yet  they  f are  but  meerc  fuperfluous  vanities;  rcrtuilianbe  ' 
or  Abufes,  as  i'ome  rightly  ftile  them,  there  is  no  need-  idololatm.lc  1 3 
fary  vie  of  Playes,  of  womens  parts  in  Playes,  or  of  Tom.z.p.$6z. 
ading  female  parts  in  womans  apparell. For  men  there-  fScc  |>cer;c  4» 
fore  to  put  on  womans  attire  contrary  to  this  facrcd  accortilI1Siy- 
precept,  to  ad  a lew delafciuious  womans  part  out  of  a 
mcere  effeminate,vaine,lafcitiioushumour,  there  being 
no  urgent  neceflity,  no  warrantable  cccafion  fo  to  doe,  g ]sfemo 
S muft  needs  be  a great  abomination,  amoft  apparant  viola-  mundus  mim- 
tion  of this  ample  precept ; which  being  in  it  felfe  h ex-  dus  videri  po- 
ceedsng  broad , as  all  Gods  precepts  are , muff  ■ alw  a yes  be  ta-  r5;f  Timicain 
Pen  in  its  utrnolf  latitude, without  any  humane  reflridi-  i:  mfu:*  n\ 
ons  ofourowne;  fince  God  himfeife  (who  can  onely  fe,pVteVis  for- 
make  exceptions  out  of  his  owne  gener all  rules),  hath  fiUn  illamno 
left  us  no  evafion  from  it  in  his  W ord.  inquimre  per 

Sixtly,the  concurrent  teifimony  offundry  Counccls,  cy {cd  tu  Fcr 
1 Fathers, & moderne  Authors, do  abfolutely  condcmne 
mens  putting  on  of  womans  apparell,(and  fo  e comer  fo ) ri*~  7 
efpecially  toad  a part  vponthe  Stage,  as  an  abomina-  idoMatm.iib. 
ble,  unnaturali, effeminate  and  difhonelf  thing.  Hence  c.i s.p.^r . 
the  ancient  Councell  of  Either  is, Canon  57.  decreed,  ^That  h Ha]4n  9.96, 
t JM  aprons,  or  their  Hu  ft  and s ftould  not  lend  their  clothes  to 
fet  forth  any  fecular  Playes  or  Shexves ; and  if  any  did  it , that  t:'tes 
they  fhouldbe  excommunicated  for  three  yeeres  Jpace*  If  then  darn  locum, 

fruit ira  cy:  seri- 
ous qua  exoramus , Tenendum  eft  enim  omnino  prxeeptum  Dei,  & vbllintas  Dei 
in  ijs,qua:  tenendo  praeceptum  ejus  pafti  fuerimus  xquo  animo  fequend?.  Su^uf. DC 
Mcndasioad  Cen\cnt)nm  cap.  1 5.  Matron^  vcl  earummanri,  veftimenra  fua  ad  or- 
nandam  feculariter  pompam  non  dent*  Et  ft  fccerint,  triennij  tempore  abftmear.t. 
Sarins fynciUTom-.  i.p.  $66. 
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the  very  lending  of  womens  apparell  to  affa  Play  in, 
were  fo  great  a crime  as  to  dement  %.yeeres  excommunica- 
tion, what  doth  a Players  perfbnating  of  a womans  pare 
in  fuch  aray  deferue  ? The  Councell  of  Gangra  in  the 
I Si  Glia mulicr  yeere ofour  Lord  3 24.  Can.  13.  & 17.  decreed;  1 That 
f;IopWr  conn-  tf  a*J  tv oman  under  pretence  of  chaflity  \ or  piety  , as  was  fuppo- 
nentiam?qu*  fed  Jhould  change  her  habit,  and  put  on  mans  apparell ; or  clip 
puiatur,  nabi-  and  poll  her  harre  (as  our  (home  Engl  i (la  Viragoes  doe  of 
cuiii  mu:  :t.  Sc  late)  which  God  hadgiuen  her  as  a badge  of  her  (ubieEHon ; (he 
h ^i  i^’^chi  ri  be  anathematized,  as  a dijfolver  of  the  precept  of  0- 


virilem  itimit,  bedience  : it  being  dire&ly  contrary  to  this  text  of 
Deuteronomy:  T he  woman  [hall  not  we  are  that  which  per « 


rm, 
vel  c.ines  :.t~ 
tond 


t,  quod  tainetbtotbeman,&c.  and  to  the  1 Cor. \ 0.6,1 5.  It  is  a 
^?o'-sn1Ub"  fiams  for  a woma:4  t0^s  Pruett  or  [borne  : but  if foe  baue  long 
| httrejtk  a glory  unto  her , for  ber  haire  is  gtuen  her  for  a coue - 

ranquam  pii-  rtyig'  Indeed  I finde  fome  precedents  of  women, who 
ceptnm  dili'ol-  haue  beene  peccant  in  this  kinde:  As  namely,  ™ fome 
yens  obeciien-  feduced female  difciples  of  Euftatius,  who  polled  their  heads , 
^deladthemfeluss  in  mans  apparel1, under  a pretext  of  piety  ; 
mt' for  the  redreffe  of  whofe  enormous  manmfh  courfes  this  very 
Councell  was  ajfembled.  n A Virgin,  of  whom  5.  Ambrose 
fpeakeSy  who  clothed  her  felfe  in  mans  array  to  fave  her  chafli - 
ty,  and fo  efcaped.  0 Lafchonia  and  Axiothea,  who  reforted 
unto  Plato  his  Schoole  in  mans  attire.  P Empona  the  renowned 
wife  of  Iulius  Sabinti s, who  polled  her  haire, and  dtfguifed  her 
felfe  in  mans  appar/fl,  and  fowent  to  Tome,  the  better  to  con- 
cealeher  Hufband,whofe  life  was  then  mdangered.  4 Euphro- 
fina,  a famous  Virgin  of  Alexandria,  who  under  a pretence  of 
'chaflity,  didcut  her  haire , and  put  on  mans  array , and  fo  en - 
tondcre  tr  ^ *nt0  a ^^r4<iflery , where  fhs  continued  thus  difgmfed far 

contra  quamdeceret  fexnm.  rmiiicbrem3virilcm  habitum  induere  adduftx  funtrHis 
de  caufis  Hpifcopi  finitimi  Gangris  in  unum  convencrunt,&c.  Severn  HiJi.EcclefaJi. 
/.3.C.13.  Jmbrof.  De  Virginibus,l.a.T <301.4^,123.114.  See  Ancoiwni  Chroa, 

pars  a*Tit.r  5,c.i  3.  0 VUttanbi  P/tftap.344.  MarcilituFicimts  in  vna  Platonis3  & 
D.%einolds  Overthrow  of  Stage-playes.  p.  90. 9 1 . P Plutarchi  Amatruus,  T om.  3. 
MoraLp.34S.-346.  Sti.Afterij  Homilia.  Anliceat  aimittere  uxorem?  Bib.  Patrum. 
Tom.4  p.707.G.  a Simon  Metaphraftes  in  vita  Buphrofmes  apud  Suritim.Probar. 
Sanvl.HUl.Tom.i. Aatonini Chronicon.paxs  z.T ic.i  $ , cap.!  3 

38  .yeere: 
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yeeres  (pace.  The  x famous  Maide  of  Burgundie,  in  the 
jeeyc  1225.  who  polling  her  head,  and  Apparelling  her  felfe  in 
tnafcuhne  garments, of  purpefe  to  prefer ue  her  virginity  yher 
Father  being  de [irons  to  befiow  her  in  marriage,  entred  into 
religion  in  a Adonaflery  of  the  Friers  {^Minorities , where  fne 
lived  thus  metamorpbofid  into  a Adonkg,for  divers  yeeres . 
i Pope  lone  that  mafculine  Toman  Strumpet  of  known  e infa- 
my , who  transforming  her  felfe  into  the  habit  and  ton  jure  of  a 
man,  repaired  in  this  her  difgut^c  unto  the  Vniverfity,  where 
fie  lived  many  yeeres;  and  at  tafl  fhe  afiired  into  the  very 
P opes  unerringThr  one,  by  this  her  mafculine  habit  and  ton- 
fare , as  a man ; till  her  unex (petted  delivery  of  a kafi- borne 
tjfue  in  the  very  middejl  of  her  folemne  proceffwn,  df cried  her  to 
be  a woman.  1 A notable  Damfid  op  Corinth,  together  with 
Metania  and  Marina,  who  under  pretext  of  vowingvtrgmty , 
and  preferring  their  chaflitj,  difguifed  tbemfilues  in  mam  ap- 
parctl,  andfo  entred  into  Adonafleries,  at  profiled  Monies, 
*the  better  to  fat  is  fie  their  lufls  among  thofe  Gotijh  jhave  lings. 
11  Puell  de  Dieu,  that  notable  Trench  Virago,  who  arrayed 
her  felfe  like  a man,  and  turned  a great  (fommander  in  the 
Ways,  tillatlr.fi fhe  was  taken  pri finer  by  the  Enghfb  in  the 
field,  attired  and  armed  life  a man ; for  which  unnaturall  aPc 
of  hers,  fhe  was  condemned  and  burnt  at  Roan.  x The  Whore 
-apprehended  in  Suffolke,  in  King  Henry  the  VI  l L his 
Raigne,  by  Ad.  Wharton,  who  being  dtfgutfid  in  mansappa- 
red. was  taken  in  the  company  off  sure  Popifb /have  ling  Priejrs, 
good  Curates  ; whs  one  after  another  had  befit  owed  the  r ebajhty 
upon  her.  All  which  for  this  their  mannifh  immodeft 
artyring  themfefues  in  mans  accoutrements,  incur  the 
execration  of  this  text  and  Counceli.  If  then  a womans 
putting  on,or  wearing  of  mans  apparell,  or  the  imitati- 
on of  his  toufure  incurres  an  Anathema  by  this  Coun- 
cils doome,  though  chaltity,  learning,  and  devotion 
were  pretended  for  it : doth  not  a mans  attyring  him- 
felfc  in  womans  vx  dements, of  purpofe  to  act  an  effemi- 
nate lafcivious^morous  Strumpets- part  upon  the  Stage, 
•much  more  demerit  it,  fince  there  can  be  no  good  ore- 
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text  at  all  for  it  ? But  to  come  punctually  to  our  pur- 
pole*  The  6,  general  f ouncell  ofGonfiantineple,  Canon  6i. 
* Eas  qux  no-  * exprrfly  prohibits  and  abandons  all  daunces  and  myftertes 
mine  eorum,  made  tn  the  names  of  thofe  who  Wire  falflj  fitted  gods  among 
qui  falso  a-  the  Gracians,  or  tn  the  nave  of  men  or  women,  after  the  an  ci. 
di^normnati  ***  maH9teryf4rre  differing  from  the  life  of  Chrtfitans:  ordat - 
funr,  velno-  uing,  that  no  man  [hould  from  thencc-forth  put  on  a womans 
mine  viro~  garment ,nor  no  woman  a mans  apparell ; and  that  no  man 
rum  ac  mu-  fhould  put  on  the  perfon  or  vifard  of  a Comedian , a Satjrtfl,  or 
lierum  hunt  a Tragedian,  vnder  pains  of  depofitton,  if  a (flergie-man^of ex- 
mvVknamore  communication rfaLtttcks.  This  is  punctual!.  P kilobit ar- 
antiquo  & a ned  lew, records ; *1  That  the  law  doth  ftudy  to  exerctfe  and 

vita  Chi  i ilia-  confirme  mens  rntndes  to  fortitude  with  fo  great  earnefineffe, 
norum  alieno,  that  it  a! fo  pities  precepts  what  garments  mufl  be  ufed ,<xpre fly 
amandarnus  & prohibiting,  that  the  man  fhould  not  take  vnto  htm  womans 
(htuentes  ut  apparcll,  Itfi  the  fhadow  or  footfleps  of  effeminacy  , fhould  ft  amp 
nullus  vir  tie-  f0Tne  blemtfh  on  the  mafeuline  fex.  For  by  fo: lowing  nature , 
inceps  rnulie-  he  doth  always  obferus  what  vs  feemely  euen  in  the  fmalleft 
bri  vcfte  indu-  things, which  might  feeme  to  be  below  the  cart  of  a Law-gtver, 
erveiie vira  ^ ^or  when  he  confidered  that  the  bodies  of  men  and  women  were 

convenience, 
bed  neque 
comicas,  vcl 
fatyricas 
vcl tragicas 

perfonas  induant,&c.  Sumis  Concil.Tom.i.rag  jop.  3 Tantapo^ro  contentione  lex 
iuidetexercercconfirmareq;  aniriaos  ad  fortitudinem,  ut&de  veftimentis  qua- 
libus  utendum  fit  pr.a?cipi3t  5 diferte  interdicens,  ne  vir  fumat  muliebria,  lie  vei 
umbra  aur  veftigium  tfraermnationis  fexui  mafculo  inurat  aliquam  maculam.Scm- 
per  enim  naturam  fequendoobfervat,quid  dcceat  etiam  in  rebus  minimis,  qua?  in* 
tracuramlegiflatoris  tiideri  poterant.  Cum  enim  ammidverteret  defoimaefle 
virorum  muucrumq;  corpora,  & urrifq;  Tua  eiie  officia  j alteris  attributam  efl'e  cu~ 
ramrti  domcfticae, alteris  publics, Scab  ipfa  natura  non  adeadem  fa^los  negotia, 
oportereqj  bonam  mentem  fcqm  natura?  inilituu,  utife  iudicavit  de  h;s  quoqj  re- 
bus decernere,  feilicet  de  vi<°cii  amiftuq;  Sc  luiiufmodi  casteris  j Yoltiitenim  virum 
his  fe  lit  virum  decet  gcrere  , pra?fertim  in  veftitu:  quem  cum  die  no* 
ftuq;  circumferatjtalis  effe  debet, ut  cum  Temper  decori  honeftatifq;  admoncat.  Sic 
& mulierem  ornans  pro  dignitate,vetat  veftem  virilem  fumere,  longe  Tubmonens 
tu  n etVasminatos  vir  os, turn  plus  a?quo  virilas  fetninas.  Philo  VePortitudinedib 
fafr  xooi . icci,  . 

elv- 

/ 


deformed , and  that  both  of  them  had  their  diftintt  offees ; that 
to  the  one  of  them  the  care  of  domefhcjue  bufinejfes  was  commit- 
ted to  the  other  the  mannagtng  of  publike  affaires,  and  that 
by  nature  her  felfe  they  were  not  both  made  tor  the  fame  im - 
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y >!oymentsi  and  that  a good  mir.de  ought  to  follow  the  infiruUi- 

ons  of nature,  he  thought  it  fit  to  determine  of thefe  things  alfo, 

to  wit  >of food  and  rayment  }and  ether  things  of  this  nature : Tor 

he  would  that  a man  m tkefe  things fi:ouldfo  dense ane  himfelfe 

as  a man  ought  to  doe , effect  ally  w appareli ; which  fixee  he 

carrietb  it  about  with  him  night  and  day , it  ought  to  be  fuch  as 

may  alwayes  admonifi?  him  both  ofeemlineffe  and  honefty  : So 

alfo  adorntngthe  woman  according  to  her  degree ,he  for  bids  her 

to  weare  a mans  garment ; remouing  far  both  effeminate  n$en} 

and  women  more  manly  then  is  fit • Clemens  Alexandrinus,  h ?c  ln^  uka* 

as r he  condemns  the  putting  on  of  womans  appareli  as  a great  &c  ? 

iniquity  ; f fo  he  demands  this  quefiion  • Why  the  law  in  this  lib.$.f.$.  Sec 

very  text  of  Denter onomy  did  inhibit  a man  to  put  on  a womans  here  Scene 

garment  l and  he  refolves  it  thus;  Becaufe  the  law  would  f 

have  tts  to  be  men,  and  not  to  be  effeminate  neither  in  body,  nor  ' 

in  deeds,  nor  in  mtndei  nor  in  words , W hich  reafon  doth  lex  viro  prohr 

more  efpecially  hold  in  cafe  of  Piayes,  where  our  Men-  bet,ne  veftem 

women  A&ors  are  mod  effeminate,  both  in  appareli,  *nduat  mubc- 

body,  words, and  workes.  Tertulltan  obferues ; c that  no  brcm  ?,Anpofl 

h»de  of raymsnt  as  he  could  finde  was  accurfed  of  God , but  ^0Svru“e  " 

womens  appareli  worneby  men  • for  God  faith , fur  fed  ts  every  corpore,nec 

man  who  is  clad  in  womans  aray . 0 Therefore  (writes  heej  fa  ft  is,  nec  me- 

when  as  Godprefcribes  in  his  law , that  he  is  accurfed  who  is  rc>nec  verbis 

clothed  in  womans  appareli  • what  will  he  Hedge  of  the  Stage - 

player , Ciowne  oy  Toole  in  the  l lay , who  is  attired  in  womans  cp/c  imfculurn 

appareli  l Shall  this  ( fr aft fim after , this  cheating  Companion,  quiveritatidat 

thmkeyou)  goe  unpmifhed  f S.  Cyprian  writes  exprefly 'in  opcrammfe- 

his  Eptfile  to  Ever  at  ins  ; K That  men  in  the  law  are  prohtbi-  rendis  labors- 

bus,  & perpef- 

fionibus,in  vita  ScmoribuSjin  fermone  Sc  cxercitatione,noftu  & intcrdiu,&  (icubi 
martyrio  opus  (it  quod  proce'dat  per  fanguinem .Stromat.l.zfal  3 i.D.  Sec  G offa  ordL 
naris  & Lyra  in  Dent  u.  1 Nullii  deniq;  cultum  a Deo  malediftu  invenio,ni(i  mu- 
liebrem  in  viro:  Malediftus  enim,in(mit,omnis  qui  muliebrtbus  iaduitur,  &c.  Tie 
Jdoldatria  lib  c.  16.  * Caejcrum  cum  iA?c  prasferibit, malediftu  die  qui  muljebrt- 
bus  veftitur,  quid  de  pantomimo  iudicabit,qui  etiam  muliebribus  curatur  ? Sane 
& file  artifex  impunitus  ibit  ? Dc  Spc£!ac.cap,z$.  * Nam  cum  in  lege  prohibeantur 
viri  induere  muliebrem  vdlem,&  maledi&i  eiufmodi  iudicentur,  quanto  maioris 
eft  cri minis jnon  tantum  muliebria  indumenta  acciperc,fed  & geftus  quoqj  turpes* 
& mollcSjSc  muliebies  megifteiio  impudicx  artis  exprimere  ? ibidem. 
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ted  to  put  on  a womans  garment,  and  thoje  who  doe  it  are  ad - 
iudged  accurfed  : bow  much  greater  a crime  is  it  then , not 
one'y  to  put  on  womans  apparell,  but  hkewife  to  exprefe  dipoo- 
y Hiftrionum  nefl,  effm:nate,woman/Jhgef  teres,  by  the  tutorfhip or  dtreehon 
quo  3 tncru'.-  0f  a»  UKchafle  art?  Which  paflfage  he  particularly  applies 
InmStem  to  StaSe'Pla>’es-y  L»Oanttusf among  ether  things, taxeth 
inceffum  hlbi-  P!a>'trs>  fritting  on  womantjhgtfinres,  axdapparell,  to  *tt 
tumcp  mollicp.j  the  parts  of  infamous  females : hailing  an  eve, no  quefticn, 
impudicas  fx-  to  this  text  of  Dcntronomy.  Epiphanies  Centra  Harefes. 


lib.S.c.  io.  & a mofl  abominable  thing  for  women  to  become  men,  (as  many 
2 Xvmtrm  m-  of  haire-clipping  mederne  impudent  Viragoes  doe) 
zV*>-n^6"  andto  weave  the  apparell  of  a man.  Whence  be  condemns 
ciVv-'uni  t^>e  * Seres  for  Herettejues  ; among  whom  the  men  didvfe  to 
fxminamficri,  K°tsrifh  and  tlaite  their  hair e into  fnats  like  women,  (as  our 
& in  fx minx  moderne  Love-iocke  wearers  do e)ftts*g  all  the  dajidlelj 
Jorma  eiTe.  at  home,  perfumes  witbeyniments,  effeminate, and  prepared  for. 

1 ^imiirn  their  wines ; whereas  their  women  on  the  other  fide,  did  cut  the 
muliere^v'ros  ^atre  of  their  beads,  (as  our  Englilh  Man- women  mon- 
£eri,&  viri  ha-  fters  doe  of  late)  and  gird  themfelues  about  with  a mans  gir- 
bkuip.  gelt  are,  die : both  which  are  condemned  by  this  text  of  SDeu- 
lbide?>j.  teronomy  and  by  the  l Cor.  i to  15,  which  I would 
o^-a.vras  our  moderne  Ruffians, and  Mad-darn es  would  confider. 
nesimpiicat^&  Gregory  Tgaziansun,  Oratto.  1.  ad  Eancmianos,  together 
domi  defident  with  Elias, Metropolitan  of  Crete,  in  his.Commentary  on 
unguentis  de-  that  Oration ; aiJirme,  b That  it  ts  an  unnaturall  anddif- 
iibuti,  & eft  2-  orderly  thing  to  fee  flowers  in  winter, or  women  clothed  in  mans, 
oribus^  parad"  07  menaUrred  in  womens  apparell.  cFor  (as  Elias  comments) 

Mulieres  verovice  verfa,capillum  capitis  tondent,  virili  cingulo  fe  cingunt,  & in. 
agro  omnia  opera  ipvoB.cn\i\i.lbid.lib.^.Ce?it.Harcfes.  Tom.i.  Cel.  910.^.33.  t>  Intem- 
peftiuum  quiddam  effe  ducimus  florem  hyb.erno  tempore,  vel  mulieres  habitu  vi- 
?ili,vcl  muliehri  viros  ovTmi.lbidem.pag.7 . c Praeter  rtaturam  putandum  e/1  efTe, 
ideoq;  ab  ordinealienum, florem  hiberno  tempore  confpici,  vel  mulieres  vinlcra 
culrum  mduere,vel  viros  cr.uliebrem  5 quiimprimum  ex  his  temporaperturbet,  al- 
arum nature  formam  non  convenientemtribuat,permutato  viri  feminseqj  orna- 
te & ordine  quern  ipfis  natura  prsfcripfit,confufo,  ibidsnu 
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the  fir  ft  of  theft  difhtrbes  the  times  • the  other yeelds  an  incon- 
venient forme  to  nature,  the  ornament  both  of  the  man  and 
woman  being  changed,  and  the  erder  which  nature  hath  pre- 
ferred to  them , bang  con  funded.  Vpoil  which  ground  6 Comas  quay 
they  both  cdndemmthe  Cymcke  Maximus  ^and his0y  dfor  F1^ 
nourijhtng  and  wearing  their  hatre  long,  out  of  a perverft  affe - So- 

Etion : as  being  an  effeminate,  and  4g^turail  thing,  lebanc  enim 
S.  Hierom  writes  expixfly  ; c That  he  fhali eternally  perijhi  Cynici  ftucuo- 
who  being  effeminated  tn  wemannifh  fetbltneffeftoth  nourtfh  his  & comam  ale- 
hairepolhfh  his  skin,  and  trim  himjilfe  by  theglaffe,  which  is 
the  proper  paffion  and  madnejfe  of  women  S.  Cyprian  records,  fj!CjC  ^c^1" 
{ That  they  are  in  the  cDevils  Houfe  and  Talace,  who  with  prolixam  ha- 
3 vomanifthaire  transfigure  themfelues  into  women,  and  dift  beret.  Ibid  Gra- 
grace  their  mafeuline  dignity  ynot  without  the  iniurie  of  nature . tioig.p.  $ 44. 

5 (flemen s Romanus y(fonftit.  Apoft.L  i.c.4.  Clemens  Alexan-  ; ; 

drinus^Fadag.L  i,c.  1 o.$.&l.c,2.3.  1 1 .Philo  ludaHS.De  vita  fxminQo  Ym- 

£ontemplativa.pag.  1 2O&.&  DeSpecialibu*  Legibusp.lQ’y9>  guore  nujjhtus 

Qrigen  in  lobJtb.i . Torn,!*  Pol.  1 3.  /.  Epipbanius-,  Contra  comam  nutric, 

Harefesftib.^.Tcm.i.Harefis  So.CW.894-895.du  $22.  A*  Jjutem 

Julius  FtrmicusfDe  Err  ore  Profanarum  Religion  urn.  cap.  4. 

BibLPatrum.Tcm.q.  p.io$.  P aulinus,  Epiftola 4.  ad  Scue - proprie  V.-.ilio 

rum.  ^Augfiftin.De  Opere  Monaehorum.  lib.  c.  ? I-.  j 2,3 g . •&  iniania  mu- 

Tom.  j.p.  1 ooj.B.  Cyritlus  Alexandrinuty  T/e  Spirit  ualibus  he  rum  eft.c  cm- 

OblationibusJib.2*ToM.2.t>.z  24 .£.  Jfichitts  in  Levitjib.d,.  m i>o:b.c.i 
r ^ } 1 Tetn.  sp.no.P. 

f In  domo  regis  Diaboli.  funt3qui  capillis  mul  ebribus  fe  in  fas  min  as  transfigu.ttnt, 

6 dignitatem  virilem  non  fine  naturae  iniuria  dehoneilant.  De  Jcik?iie& Tentatisre. 
Sermo.Tcm.x.p.  187.  § Pulchritudinem  tibi  a natura,  Deo  autnore  cell  tarn,  noli 
adie&ocuitu  exornare3fed  humilitcr  earn  adverfus homines  ita  cohibe,  cap. Hum 
comae  non  nutriens3fed  potius  ilium  detondens  & adimens3nc  tu  pr  until  vexatus, 
& caput  lacerationis  expers  confervans,vel  unguentis  perfimdensjinducas  tibi  mu- 
Iieres,quae  hoc  mbdo  illaqueant3&  ilbqueanturjridelis  enim  cum  fiySf  homo  Dei, 
nou  licet  tibi  nutrire  capillum3&  in  unumcomplicare3quodeftdclieaturR  3c  molle3 
vel  difcermculo  diftriminare^eq;  utro  intortum  calamiftris  crifpare,  vel  ftauuxn 
facere3quoniamqniclemlex  vetat  in  Deuteronomio3inquiens  j Non  facietis  vobis. 
rotund-itatemex  coma  capitis  veftri3neque  incificnes-Neque  viro  licet  barbae  piles, 
corrumperejneque  homines  figuram  prater  naturam  mutare.  Nonincidetis  (in— 
quit  lex)  fuperheiem  barbae  vefVrae.Hoc  cnimmulieribusdecens  creator  Dens  fta- 
tuit3viris  indecorum  efle  mdicavit.  Tu  vero  haecfacicns3  & ut  tibi  placens,  legend 
violins  >m  odioens  apud  Deum,qui  creavit  te  fecundum  imagine m. fuami 
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cap.  1 3 . Bibl.  Patrum.T07rr.7  p 5 1 .C'&  l<b.  6.c.  1 <?.p. 8 5 . E. 
Bernard . Or  at  to  ad  M Hites  Templi.  cap.  2.  dr  4.  AmaUnus 
Eortmatus.  cDe  Ecclefttfttcis  Officijtjib.  3.  cap. 2.  together 
with  h Ambrofe , (fhrjfoflome,  Sedh!iusfprimafus,Oecume- 
ntus^Beda,  Anfelme,Remigtus,Thecphylatt y in  their  Expofi- 
tions  and  Commentaries  on  the  I C<?r.  1 1.  14,  I 5.  £)<?/£ 
nature  it  felfe  ty$  you,  that  if  a man  hath  long  haire  (in 
which  our  Ruilians  glory)  it  u a [hame  unto  him  f But  tf 
a woman  bane  long  hat-re,  (Of  which  i our  Ertgltfh  Ladies , 
who  haue  caft  oft' God  and  nature,  fliame  and  modefiy, 
religion  and  (ubieftion , are  now  ajbamed,  as  being  out  of 
< S,c  ,n  y falhion)  it  is  a glory  to  her  j for  her  haire  ts  giuen  her  for  a 
G v'clmd^  of  covering :)  doe*  copioufly  cenjure  and  condemn  the  friz- 
Lovelockes  ling,  nouriflomg,  and  wearing  of  long  effeminate  hatre , as  an 
thorowour,  tiinalurall,  woman/fi,  irreligious,  and  unmanly  practice  con - 
k f r ,C°maS  damned,  not  onely  by  the  k Law  of  God  and  nature,  in  the 
<hiamr!  Opor-  1 Cor.  i 1.I4.  fisrrfc.44.20.  LevK.i9.fj.  & 2 !•  5 Dan. 
tefa’t  auce  fili-  9. 7,8.  I Tm.2.9.  I Pet.^.Iftj  3.24  (which 

osfmfoe  Ca-  Scriptures  I would  our  overgrowne  Lock- wearers, and 
thohzx  imtris  frizle-pated  men- women  would  well  confider)  Buteuen 

noftrx£cclefi<c  hy  this  text  of  Deuteronomy,  which  inhibits  men  to  put  on  a 
cllereverendos  J J rt-ej  u-/-; 

ln  tonfllrJ  at_  womans  garment, or  atttre ; or  which  long  haire  (the  proper 

cjuc  honefto  1 ornament  of  women)  as  well  as  womans  rayment  is  a 
habitu  propter  part.  If  then  the  very  nourtjhing  of  long  effeminate  haire  be 
extraneosfdli-  a putting  on  of  womans  apparetl  within  this  Scriptures  fencey 

a catholica  Ecclefia,&  a prsedicatione  Apoftolorucoma  extensa.  Vir  enim, inquit, 
non  debet  nutriic  comam,quum  fit  imago  ac  gloria  Dei.Quid  vero  fit  perns  & con- 
trarium5  Hi  bsrbam  qtiidem  formam  virirefecant,  capillos  autem  capitis  fjepenu- 
tiiunt.De  barba  quid;. m in  conftirutionibus  Apoftolorum  dicit  divina  Scriptura  ac 
doflrma  j Ne-ccrrumpasj  hoc  eft, ne  feces pilos  barta:,neqs  meretricio  more  obco- 
mam  efFeraris.  Decebat  enim  Nazeraecs  hoc  folum  propter  figuram,&c.  Quare 
ciidt  Apoftolus,  Ipfanatura  nondocet  vos,quod  vir  quidem  fi  comamjmtrir3igno- 
miniiipfi  eft  ? Hxc  autem  ignemmia  non  hudabilis  eft,velutilla  qii.-e  dicit,  Tur- 
pitujincs  & ignominias  contempfi.  Non  enim  propter  Deum  eft  virtus,  etinmfi 
propter  Deum  aflumpta  fuent,fed  propter  contentione  funt  hi  nrares.Dicunt  enim, 
h quis  videtur  contentiofus  effe,nos  talem  confuetudinem  ncn  habemus,ncque  Ec- 
cleii.-E  Dei*  Reiccit  igitur  cos,  qui  tali i operantur  & faciunt,  & in  contentione 
funt  a flatutis  Apoflolorum,  & ab  Ecclefia  Dei.  J Epipkanhis.  Cent . Harcfcs.HtrefsS o« 
Cvl.Sp 4.895,  1 1 Cor.i  1.15.  and  the  Fathers  and  Commentators  on  it. 
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as  the  womans  cutting  of her  hair e (as  m Good  Expo  fit  or  s tc-  m ^rdrof.  Ire* 
jflific)  is  a marina  of  that  which pertaineth  to  a man, to  whom  nao.  Tom,i.  p. 
the  clipping  of  haire  is  proper , he  being  in  rhis  diftingttifhed  x ii-Clmcm 
from  a woman:  and  fo  an  abomination  tn  Gods  fight,  though 
our  men  and  women  inthefe  licentious  times  beleeue  ‘ 

thecontrary;  Much  more  mult  a Players  putting  on  or  iCor.n^^ 
womens  apparcll,gefture,fpeech,  and  manners  to  adl  a 14,1  $.0 fonder, 
Flay,  be  a putting  on  of  womans  apparel/,  and  fo  an  TtUicaxutjCor- 
abomtnat ton  to  the  Lord  our  God,  within  the  very  litterall  vc‘m  a Lat  u:e> 
meaning  of  this  text,  ifthefe  fore-quoted  Fathers  may 
beiudged,S.Ambro(e\n  his  n Annotations  upon  Detitero-  Deut.  n.V 
nomy.cap  22.  dedicated  to  Irenaus : W herein  he  examines  with  others 
at  large  the  canfie , why  the  law [hould prohibit  women  to  wears  here.. iter  ouc- 
a mans  garment,  and  men  to  put  on  womans  apparell  • will  KaJlierw.  E- 

ma  L t-ln  c r\r\inf-  mrvfV  ripirp  1 Pn^ll  rpnrp  Pic  -il*  F*1  OI1C1 


make  this  point  moffc  cieare.  \ lnail  recite  his  words 
large.  Thou  haft  informed  me  (writes  he)  as  a fonne,  that  n<  ? & 

fiome  haue  demanded  of  thee,  what  is  the  reafim,  that  the  law  GratianX iftin« 
Jhould  fo  fiverely  call  them  uncleane,  whouje  the  garments  of  <^10  3°-  -Do- 
another  fex,  be  they  men  or  women . For  thus  it  is  written,  ^^Lulkfs  ,A.r.~ 
The  appareli  of  the  man  fhall  not  he  put  upon  the  wo- 
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man,  neither  fhall  a man  be  arrayed  in  a womans  gar-  jeft  -menr,  Cn 
ment ; becaufc  every  one  who  fhall  doe  thete  things,is  ? hcf.  *.  cr.p.  r , 
an  abomination  to  the  Lord  thy  God.  ° And  if  thou  iXmUcts 
mat  ft  trHily  dtfeuff  it  \^tkatu  Jncerrgruom,  which  even  na-  Synophs  Pa- 
t ure  her  fife  abhorreth.  For  why  being  a man,  wilt  thou  not  'lo\mcni 
feme  to  be  that  which  thou  art  borne  ? Why  doft  thou  take  unto  Hiftorix  Ec~ 
thy Jeife  a different  forme  ? Why  dofl  thou  feme  thy  fielfc  a wo.  clc{F.fticje,l.$. 

, man,  or  thou  woman  thy  filfe  to  be  a man  l Nature  hath  clo-  f*1  ?•  Bibl.  P*’~ 
thed  every  fex  with  its  owne  garments.  Finally,  there  is  a dt • V™11'  1 ct:1* 
verfsu/e,  a difere»t  cohurjnotitn,  ff.ee ,<in  mequatl  ftrevgtb, 

Cloflaordinaris,&  Lyra  in  Deut.it.  n Operum,Tom.  i . p.  13  z.11,  3;  0 Et  ii  veto 
difcutias,  incongmum  eft  quod  etiam  jpfa  abhorret  natura.  Curenim  homo  non 
vis  viden  effequod  nauis  es  5 Cur  alienam  tibi  aflumis  fpeciem  ? Cur  mentiris 
fsrminam,  vel  tu  faemina  virurn  ? Suis  unumquemque  fexum  indtut  natura  mdu- 
mentis.  Denique  divtrfus  ufus,  divcrfus  color,  motu*,  inceftus^  divcrfte  vir.  s, 
•iiverfa  vox  eft  in  viio  & fsemina  Sed  cti  m in  reliqui  peneris  animantibus  lia 
ipecies  leonis, alia  leasnx,  alia  vis, alius fonus : aliataun,  alia  vkuLt., 

See  Rabaniu Glaums, lib ,i,in 5 .cap,?  0 ^accordingly. 
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a different  voice  in  a man  and  in  a woman.  Tea  l ike  wife  in  li- 
ving creatures  of  another  ktndc,  there  is  one  forme  of  a Lion , 
another  of  a Liotieffe , yea  another  firength,  another  found:  one 
of  a Bull,  another  of  a Heifer . In  Deere  a!fo,fo  much  as  the  fex 
doth  differ , fo  much  doth  the  forme,  fo  as  thou  matfi  dtftinguifh 
them  afar  of.  In  Birds  like  wife  there  may  be  a proper  comp  4- 
rifonjn  regard  of  apparell  betweene  them  and  man.  For  in  them 
t he  very  mduments  themf clues  doe  by  nature  chftinguifh  the  fex. 
The  male  Peacockes  are  beauttfuK)  the  females  are  not  adorned 
with  fo  various  a beauty  of  feathers.  T he  Pbefants  alfo  kaue 
a different  colour , which  may  diftincmjh  the  difference  of  the 
fex.  What  difference  is  there  in  poultry  ? How  Jhrili  is  the 
-r'Numquid  il-  crowing  of  the  Cocke , a foie  mne  gift  to  jhr  up  and  fing,  in  the 
1 1 mutant  !pe-  fiver  all  watches  of the  night  ? P Doe  thefe  things  change  their 
clcm  ^ llr  jhaps xor  habit  ? Why  then  doe  we  defire  to  change  ? And  ve~ 
ddtdcr  v aiis  ? rib  th*  CHfiome  °f  the  Grecians  hath  fowne  in  among  vs,  that 
_h  c quidem  women  weare  fhort  contests  being  fhorter  then  their  owr.e.  Well, 

Glxco  more  be  it  fo  now>  that  thefe  may  feemc  to  imitate  the  nature  of  the 
mfiuxit  ut  ise-  better fex ; why  will  men  counterfeit  the  habit  of  the  tnferiour 
mmz  \iriiijus  ox,  ? Alie  even  tnword  is  difhonefi : much  more  in  apparell* 
kicribus  turn-  Finally,  m Temples,  where  there  is  a counterfeiting  of  fait  ht 
cis  ucatuivEfto  there  is  a counter  jetting  of  nature:  For  men  * there  to  bake  un- 
tamen  ut  illse  to  them  womans  apparellyand  a womanifb  behaviour >is  thought 
uni  tan  vide-  an  p0[y  thing . whence  the  Law  faith : Becaufe  every  onejvho 
f'x-is  nmi°r'S  fi>all  doe  thefe  things fis  an  abomination  to  the  Lord  thy  Cjed: 
run  : Qmd  vi-  ^at  a man  fhttU  put  on  a womans  garment.  But  l fup- 
ri  infer  1 oris  pofey  that  it  fp cakes  this}  not  fo  much  of  cloat  hes,  as  of  manner sy 
leruis  mentni  or  of  our  cuftomes  and  attions,  wherein  one  all  may  become  a 
Jpeciem  vo-^  rnany  another  a woman,  whence  alfo  the  Apoftlc  faith , as  an 
c urn  ™ierpreteroftkeLawy  4 Let  the  woman  keepe  filencein 

bo  torpe  eft  V Church : For  it  is  not  permitted  to  them  to  {peak, 
nedurn  in  ha-  but  to  be  infubie&ion,  as  the  r Law  faith.  But  if  they 
Jbiui.  Denique 

an  Templis,  ubi  mendacium  fidei, -ibi  mendacium  nature.  Tllic  aflutnere  viros 
rnuliebrem  veftem,  gcftumquc  f&mineum,  faemm  putatur,  Vnde  lex  dicir : Q110- 
niam  rmmundus  eft  Domino  Deo  tno  omnis  qm  fcecerit  hx::hoc  eft,vir  qui  ftohm 
jr.ulicbrem  induerit,&c.  * This  was  the  practice  then  of  Pagan  Pnefts  in  their 
Idols  Temples.  ? 1 Cor 44,34,3  5.  *Gent$i$, 

will 
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will  learne  any  thing,  they  may  aske  their  Husbands  at 
home.  And  to  Timothy , f Let  the  woman  learne  in  (I-  fi  Tim.i.it, 
Ience  with  all  fubje&ion  : for  I fuffer  not  a woman  to  ll> 
teach,  nor  to  doininecre  over  her  Husband.  * But  hcwt  Quam 
unficmcly  a thing  is  it  {or  a man  to  doe  wornantfb  work** l me  autem  vi- 
T her ef or e alfo  may  they  bring  forth  children,  therefore  may  nunfacerco- 
they  travell  of  child-birth,  who  * cnjpe  their  haire  like  women.  P^1  * ^ 

And  yet  thofe  are  veiled,  theft  make  war<  But  they  may  have  pariant,  crjo^ 
anexcufewho  follow  the  cuflomes  of their  Country,  which  yet  parturiant'qui 
are  barbarous , as  the  Terfians,  as  the  Goathes , as  the  Arme-  crifpant  coro- 
nians.  Verily  nature  is  greater  then  our  Country,  tvhat  doe  n:m  1,cut  iX'- 
we  jpeake  of  ethers,  who  adde  this  to  their  luxury , that  they  u~ 

keepe  in  their  fervice  men  wearing  frilled  hatre,  and  golden  hntur/jfh 
ch  nines,  them  fellies  having  long  beards , their  fervants  long  bcllantur.  Vo- 
fhag  hatre  f T>efervedly  chaflity  is  not  there  kept,  where  a di - riIm  habeant 
fttnttionoffex is  not  obferved.  In  which  the  evidences  of  cxcufuicmem 
nathre ,aref.  many  ttttorjbips ; the  ^ffoftle himfelfe  Jajtng  : SfLVfequim- 
Is  it  a feemeiy  thing,  that  a woman  pray  unto  God  un-  tur,  fed  re- 
covered? Doth  not  nature  it  felfe  teach  you,  that  if  a menbarbaros, 
man  have  long  haire,it  is  a Phame  unto  him  ? But  if  a ut  ut 
woman  have  long  haire,  it  is  a glory  to  her,  for  her  u^r~ 
haire  is  given  her  for  a covering.  Thefe  are  the  things  JS0* 

whuh  thou  maifi  larfwer  to  thofe  who  inquire  of  thee,  farewell,  naturaquam 
Thus  doth  this  Father  defcant  on  this  Scripture.  S.  Au-  patria.  Odd 
gufline  refolves  us  ; u That  thofe  are  rightly  accounted  in-  de  a!ijs 
famous,  and  unable  to  beare  witncffe , who  {hew  themfelves  in  ^j\Sux^U1  a°C 
womans  apparelfwbom  I know  not  whether  / fhould  rather  call , den  van  a um 
falfe  women,  or  falfe  men . Tel  we  may  (hie  them  true  Stage-  putant,  ut  ca~ 
flayers, and  true  infamous  per fens  without  any  doubt.  And  lamiftratos 

& torquatos 

hibent  in  minifterio  : ipfi  promifia  barba,  illos  rcmiff.i  coma  ? TVtcriio  dlic  non 
fervatur  caftimonia,  ubi  non  tenetur  fexus  duftin&io.  In  quo  evidentia  nature 
magiftcria  funt,  dicente  Apoffolo,  Decet  mulierem  non  vehtam,&c.  lixe 
funt  qua;  referas  requirentibus.  Vale,  ibidem.  * See  my  Vnlovelinefle  or 
i-ove-lockes,  page  49.  50.  agninfl  this  effeminate  pm  flics.  “ Ideo  credo 
iure  infames  inteffabilcfque  haberi , qui  mulicbii  habitu  tc  oftentanr,  quos 
nefcio  utrum  falfas  muliercs  an  falfos  viros  melius  vocem.  Veros  tamen  Hi- 
ftriones,  vcrofque  infames  fine  dubitatione  poflumus.vocaie.  SoiiUiiutorurniiib.i, 
cap  ,6,  Opr  urn,  Tow,  i . pag.  7*5  • 
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K *-r  magna  wiibal  be  mfirmes  wf  that  it  is  a great  fguefiio whether  a matt 

quaftio  eft,  u-  maj  pfit  0n  lvoma«s  apparell , to  deceive  an  enemy  with  tt,  for 
bc^Idxcmi^,  ^livery,  or  fafety  of  his  Country,  hecAtife  in  this  be  be- 

mulicbri  tuni-*  comes  a woman,  perchance  to  appear e a truer  man,  And 
ca  imliKus  de-  whether  a wife  man, who  hath  feme  kjnde  of  affur  an  ce  that  his 
beat  hoite  de-  yfje  w,n  ye  neceffary  for  the  good  of  men,  would  rather  die  with 
c°ld)  then  clothe htmfelfe in  womans  apparell,  if  he  can  get  no 
tada  iklfomf-  6thtr»  &ut  of  this  (faith  he)  we  fhall  confide/  more  tn  another 
sc  vcrior,vir  place.  For  verily  thou  feefi  how  much  examination  it  requires, 
futurus.Et  utru  to  confer  how  far  thefe  things  ought  to  be  proceeded  in,  led 
l.ipiens  qui  ah-  ms>J  fafi  wt0  certaine  tine  xcu fable  uncleanneffes.  And  fo  he 
' ^eaues  the  Queftion  undecided,  lulius  Etrmtcus  Mater - 
neccfi'aria  fore  rms,De  Error  e Prof anarum  R chgionumfb  c.4. Bill. Patrum, 
wta ^ fuam  re-  Tom.q.,  p,  1 08.  i 09.  writing  of-'the  effeminate  Sodomiti- 
bus  hunuais,  call  {Jlldc-Prufts  of  Venus,  V who  clad  themfelues  in  wo - 
j;  j'!' ! .eni.°:’)i,  mans  apparell, and  were  afterwards  put  to  death  by  Conftan- 

fx  mine  is*  vc-  ^nc  T^e  Great  for  their  unnaturad  lewdneffe,  as  Eufebius( De 
ftibus5fi  almd  brita  (fonfiantini,  Ub. 3 . cap. 5 3 . & lib . 4.  cap.  25.)  records  k 
aoiibrjamidri.  hath  this  notable  paffage.  The  Syrians,  who  worfhtp  the. 
ied  de  hoc,  uc  £ire  under  the  name  of  Venus,  have  verily  effeminated  this- 
c,i?  ,1 Element  ^bsino  move  dl  h now  not  with  what  Generation,  H'he- 
ProfcAo  enim  t^er  hscauje  the  Aire  is  mterpojed  vetneerte  the  Sea  and  Hca- 
cernis>*cjiiantae  ven,  doe  they  worfhtp  it  with  the  effeminate  voyces  of  their 


inquiutionis  Priefis  f zTell  me,  u this  the  caufe  that  they  feeky  a woman 
in  a man,  whom  the  Quire  of  their  Priefis  cannot  etkerwtf* 
trqcli  debeant"  (erve>  vnleffithey  effeminate  their  countenance, pottfb  their  shin, 
ue  m quafdam  a}*d  difgrace  their  nsafeuline  fex  with  womanifh  attire,  &c  l 
inexciuabiles  They  ejfemimtcly  adorns  their  long  nourtfhed  haire , and 
mrpitndincs  being  clothed  in  delicate  garments,  they  fcarce  fupport  their 
i£ip£wtlIr*&C4  bead  with  their  wearied  necke.  Afterwards,  when  they  have 
y purchas.  Pil*j.  d'US  efiranged  themfdves  from  being  men,  ravifhed  with 
J&ooke  x,i chap,  the  muficke  of  ‘pipes  they  call  upon  their  Goddejfe,  cfc. 

1*. 

9 Die  mihbhoccine  eft  quod  in  vriro  fteminam  qua:.nint,cui  aliter  fervire  facerdo- 
twn  xuorum  chorus  non  poteft,nili  effsminent  vultiun,  cutcm.  poliant,  & viiilem 
kxum  ornatu  muliebri  dedecorent,&c?  Exornant  muiiebriter  nutritos  crines,  & 
ddicatis  ami&i  veftibus  vix  caput  iaificervice  fuftentant.  Deinde  cum  fic  fe  alie- 
tios  a viris  fecerint,  adimpleu  tibiarum  cantu  yocarn  Deam  fuam,&c.  Ibidem. 
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a what  tjfyfotifter , or  Prodigy  is  this  ? 7/?^  * Ql20^  tac 

t bcm [elves  to  be  men  , W yet  are  fuch  : T607 

would  be  reputed  women,  but  the  quality  of  their  body  con-  5 iu°m?  fie  ^ 

feffeth  the  contrary,  (fenftder  what  deity  it  is  which  is  thus  de-  fe  viros  c flc,  3c 

lighted  with  the  entertainment  of  an  impure  body , which  ad - lunt  '•  Muliercs 

heres  tossnchafte  members , which  is  at  toned  with  the  filthy  pol-  ^°|unt  cre^‘> 

lution  of  the  body,  Blufh  O ye  wretches , at  your  fottifhmffe : an-  ^ fc  un  c ^ gu\1T- 

et  her  god  hath  made  you!  When  your  company  / hall  appeare  tas  co£poris 

before  the  T rt  bun  all  of  God  who  iudgeth, you  [hall  bring  nothing  c6fitctm\Coji 

along  with  you,  which  God , who  hath  made  you,  may  ackyiow - fiderandum  eft 

ledce.  Cad  away  this  error  of  fo  great  calamity,  and  now  at  cti:uiJ>guale 2<'c 

laft  relinquifk  the  practices  of  a prophane  mind.  Doe  not  ye  i mpuricorpor is 

damne  that  body  which  Cod  hath  given  you,  with  the  wicked  law  deleftatur  ho- 

of  the  Devili  So  pathetically  inveighed  he  againll  mens  fpitio,quod  im- 

pntting  on  of  womens  apparell.  S .Chryfoflome,  as  hee  pu<hcisadhx- 

° exprefly  condemnes  the  putting  on  of  womans  array  to  aft  a 

‘Play ; a thing  too  common  in  his  dayes  : So  in  his  a<5.  corporis  c5ta- 

Homtl.in  Epift.l  .ad  Corintbios,cap.i  i.Tom  5 l»B.(?.  minacioneph- 

(where  he  recites  this  Text  of  Deutcronem 7, and  notably  catur.  tnibef- 

cenfures0  men  for  nourifhing,  & d women  for  cutting  and  lay - Clte°  miicrijiu- 

tng  out  their  baire;)  he  hath  this  excellent  fpeech.  c There  vo^DcVs  her 

are  certaine  Jignet given  both  to  a man  and  woman-,  to  him  ve-  Cu  cobors  vc~ 

rily  of  command  and  principality  ; to  her  truly  of  fubieUion  : fterad  Tribu- 

and  among  theje  this  alp-  that  the  woman  fbould  have  her  head  iudicantis 

covered : but  the  man  his  head  uncovered  and  bare.  If  thele  ^ , accc^erit> 
* 3 3 nihil  vobifeum. 

afTeretisjquodDcuSjqiiivosfecit^ignofcat.Abijcitc  hunc  tama:  calamitatis  more, 
& ftudiaprofanx  mentis  aliquadodeferite.Nolite  corpusjquod  Dcus  fecit, fcelerata 
Diaboli  lege  damnare./fod.  b Hamil.^S.  m 31allh.  Tm-i.  Col.zyS.C.  See  Scene  3. 
p.169.  c Apoftolus  vii*o  coma  alere  Temper  prohibet.Nam  ft  com  am  niltriati?no- 
miniaeft  illi«  Non  dixit,Si  operiatur/ed5Si  comam  nutriat,  3cc.  ibid.  B. 

d Turpe  ell  mulieri  tonderi  aut  radi j8ic. ibidem.  * Signa  quidem  data  funt  & viro  & 
mulierijilli  quidem  imperij  ac  principatus  ; huic  veto  fubiedionis:  Cum  his  autem 
hoc  quoque  j quod  hoc  quidem  operto  (it  ccpite,ille  vero  apertum  caput  h beat  Sc 
nudnm.Si  hare  ergo  funt  ngm,  ambopeccana,bonum  ordinem  confundentes3&  Dei 
conft  itutionem,  3c  fuos  limites  tranfgredientesftlle  quidem  decidens  ad  hums  hum i- 
Iitatem  3c  dciedionem  ; hare  vero  in  virum  infutgens  per  habitu  ac  figura,  Si  eniin 
fas  non  eft  yeftem  mutare,&  neq;  huic  guide  toga  izidut-illi  vero  i nft  it  n,  8c  muliebri 
tegumento  capitis. Non  enim  erir, inquit, viri  ornatus  fuper  muliei  e,neq;  induetur 
vir  vefte  muliebri : multi  megis  hsc  non  funt  mutanda,&c,  ibidem. 
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* See  lib.  ^.De 
Gubemat.  Dei 
throughout. 

o 

*Qms  credere, 
our  eti  ira  audi- 
re  poffitjeon- 
vertiffe  in  mu- 
liebrem  tole- 
rannam  viros, 
non  ufum  fuu 
t.intum  atque 
naturam,  fed 
e:iam  vultum, 

inccirum,habi- 


therefore  are  fgnesJ  both  of  them [inne^when  as  they  confound 
this  good  order^  4 vd  the  conJHtution  of  God } and  tranfgre/fe 
their  limits  ;hey  in  falling  downe  to  the  humility  and  de  icUton 
of  the  woman ; jhejnrtfing  up  again/}  tbe  man}  by  her  apparell 
and/hape . For  if  it  be  not  lawful}  for  them  to  interchange 
their  garments,  neither  for  a woman  to  bee  clad  in  a 
mans  Gowne ; nor  for  a man  to  be  attired  m a womans 
Gowne^r  Vaile  • For  he  faith;  Neither  fhali  the  ornament 
ofthemanbe  put  upon  the  woman;  neither  fhall  the 
man  be  clad  in  womans  apparell,  Deut.22.5.  much  more 
are  not  thefe  things  to  be  cbanged:&c. To  pafTe  by  Damafcen , 
Paraleliorum.ltb.2.cap.6 5.  together  frith  Beda  Expofitto  in 
Vcateroxom.c.iZ'Qferum.  Tom  4 p.164-  who  condemne 
mens  putting  on  of  womens  apparell  from  this  Text, 
which  they  recite  : that  elegant  Bi/hopof  MarcellesySal- 
zran,  doth  exceedingly  tax  the  Romanes  for  permitting 
men  to  weare  womans  apparell,  not  onely  in  ordinary 
converfe;  but  * even  upon  the  Stage,  * who  (writes  he) 
could  beleeve  or  heare , that  men  jbould  have  turned  into  a wo. 
manifh  patience , not  onely  thtir  H fe  and  nature  ; but  iven  their 
countenance  jacejoabit,  and  all  what foever  is  in  thefex , or  ix 
the  ufe  of  a man : all  tbtnos  were  fo  turned  upfide  dcwne}  that 
whereas  nothing  ought  to  be  morefhameftt ! to  menthen  that  they 
floould  feeme  to  have  any  worn  am fh  thing  in  them;  there  nothing 
didfeeme  more  dijhoncfito  certainemen,  then  that  they  fhould 
feeme  to  be  men  in  any  things# cl  § This  therefore  is  more  to 


turn,*:  rottim  penirus.quicquid  nut  in  fexu  eft  nut  in  ufu  viri : adeo  verfum  in  di- 
verfum  omnia  grant,  ur  cum  viris  nihil  magis  pudori  efle  oporteat,  qu3  h muliebre 
illiquid  infe  habere  videantur ; illic  nihil  viris  quibufdam  turpius  videretur,  quam 
* in  aliquo  viri  viderentur.  Ve  Gubemat , Deijih .7. p. 2.6 $.164,  s Illud  verb  ma^is 
ingemifeendum  atq;  lugendum  eft, quod  tale  hoc  fcelus  crimen  etiamterius  reipub. 
videbatur.  Hi  umverfa  Romani  nommis  dia.nitas,  facinoris  prodigiofi  inurebatur 
infamii  Gum  enimmuliebrem  habicnm  Yiri(umerent,&  magis  quammulieres  gra- 
dum  fcangeren:,  cum  indicia  hbi  quxdam  monftruofae  impuritatis  innefterenr,  & 
faernineis  tegminum  illi^amentis  lit  capita  velarent,atque  hoc  publice  in  civitare 
Romani  vrbe  illic  fumma  acceleberima;quidaliui  quam  Romani  Imperij  dedecus 
eratjUt  in  medio  Reipublic#  fine  execrandiflimum  nephas  palam  licnet  admic- 
? ibiditn  page  1ty.166.Yid, 267,168. 
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be  lamented  and  fit  tied, that  tbit  ft  great  a nickednejfe  did feeme 
the  crime  of  the  whole  Common-wealth ; and  the  whole  dignity 
of  the  Roman  name  was  branded  with  the  infamy  of  this  prodi- 
gious wiekedneffe , For  when  men  fhould  clothe  1 hew fc Ives  m 
womans  apparell,  and  become  more  effeminate  then  women,and 
cover  their  heads  with  feminine  at  tires and  this  publtkely  tn  a 
Roman  City,  yea,  in  the  moft  famous  and  chiefe  Ctty  there ; 
what  e/fe  was  it, but  the  frame  of  the  Roman  Empire , that  in 
the.middeft  of  the  Gommonwe ale  this  mofi  execrable  wicked- 
nejfe  Jhouldbe  tolerated  without  controll  ? A florins  Bi/hop 
of  Amafea , who  flourifhed  about  the  yeere  of  our 
Lord, 390.  in  his  Homily , In  Fefium  Kalendarum . Bibl.Pa - 
trum.Tem^pajoyC.D.  writes  thus  : h That  in  thisfeafi, 
the  people  dtdlearne  the  infamous  and  dtfhonefl  arts  and  fludtes  iahoneft  s 
of  St  age -placers, from  whence  effeminacy  and  diffolution  of  man-  Scenicorum 
tiers  did  proceed , Doth  not  that  valiant  man,  that  man  of cm-  aites  ac  A 
rage,  who  is  admirable  in  his  armes,  and  formidable  to  his  ene- 
miesy  degenerate  into  a woman  with  his  vailed  face  f he  lets  his  morlJr!1  Non- 
coate  hang  downe  to  his  ankles,  he  twifls  a girdle  about  his  brefl , n:  velato  ore 
he  puts  on  womens  [hoes,  and  after  the  manner  of  women,  he  in  faem'inarri 
puts  a cawle  upon  his  bead;moreover,be  carries  about  a diflaffe  de'gencrat  ille 
with  wooll , and  dr  awes  out  a thred  with  his  right  hand , where- 
With  be  hath  formerly  borne  a tropbieyjtnd  he  extenuateth  bis 
ffirit  andvoyce  into  a fbriller  andwomanifh  found.  The fe  are  fuis  admir~bi- 
the  profits  of  this  folenmnity  : thefe  are  the  commodities  and  lis,  hoftibus 


/ 1* 


<yc 


fortnidabilis  ? 

_ Tunicamad 
tir. 


fruits  of  this  dayes  pub'.tke  feaff  O f tolly  ! O bhndneffe 
So  vehement  is  this  godly  Bifhop  againft  this  unmanly  /^s^de^iu 
practice,  even  in  cafe  of  Stage-play es,  which  he  much  Zona  ;>  oedo- 
condemnes.  Qjr  learned  Country-man,  Alchuvmus,  ri  circumvol- 
writing,  of  the  pratttces  of  the  Vagan  Romanes  on  the  Ka-  Vlt5  caicea- 
lends  of  lanuary  now  our  New-y  ceres  day  ; informes  us ; 
that  * divers  of  them  did  transforme  them  [elves  tnto  monfirous  more  fomjnaf 

rum  capiti  crobilum  imponit,quin  etiim  cum  lana  colum  circumfert,  dextraq;  filu 
ducit^qua  trophxum  anteatulir/plrimmqj  ac  vocem  in  acuciore  ac  muliebrem  fonu 
extenuat.Has  cclebritatis  hums  militates  : hsec  hodierni  fefti  publici  commoda  ac 
frudus,&c«0  ftultitiamlOcascitatem!  ibid,  i Quidammutabant  fein.fpecies  mon- 
ftruofasjinferaruqj  habitus  transforrnibant.Ahj  in  fscmiiieo  geftu  mutati^vinletn 

vultum  effieminabant.Nec  iuMiierito3&:c,  ps  J>\vinu  QfjicyS'l-c.^Col  10 13.1014, 
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fbapcs,  and  into  the  habit  of  wilde  beafts . Others  (faith  hee  ) 
changed  tv  a feminine gefture.dtd  effeminate  their  manly  coun- 
tenance : neither  unworthily  haue  not  they  a manly  fortitude , 
•who  have  changed  themfelves  into  a womans  habit , or  have  put 
on  a womans  attire . Now  becaufe  the  whole  world  was  repleni- 
shed with  thefe  and  other  miferte  r,  the  whole  univerfall  (flour  ch 
hath  appointed  a pubhke  f aft  to  he  kept  on  this  day  (which 
fail  it  feemes  is  now  forgotten)  m as  much  as  the  Author 
of  life  jhould put  an  end  to  thefe  calamities : fo  doth  he  feiie 
thefe  effeminate  p radices.  To  thefe  recited  Fathers  and 
Councels  I might  adde  Afrexanus  De  (fafibusftib.z,  Titu - 
las  54.  Aquinas  prim  a fecunda.  3***ft»  102.  Artie. 6. 6m. 
(ffecunda  (ecunda.  Qu&ft.  1 69.  Artie.  2.  3m.  Alexander 
Alsnfts.  Theologia  fumma.  pars2.Qu.aft.  135.  Memb.i.pag. 
6 1 7*6 18.  Gloffa  Ordtnaris  ^LyrafToftatus^P  elhcanusy(fornf 
bus  d Lapide , Rabanus  Maurus,  Caivin%  Imius , Dionyfius% 
Carthtiftanus,  Ferns,  Oftander , & Ainfworth  onDeut.  22+ 
V.  5 . BilTop  Babington , M 'Perkins,  M.<Z W,  M .Downhamy 
* Chitechifti-  M Ebon,  Ofmond  Lak§ ,)AAohn  BrinjlyyCahinyBi(hop  * An- 
call  Doctrine.  dnwesy  D.  Griffith  Williams,  D.  * ±Amesy  with  fundry  o- 
lib°n"  l^ers  uPon  t^e  7*  Commandement.  Peter  Martyr , Loco* 
ca'pn)^p.27i*  rum  Communism  Clajjis.z.cap.  1 l.fett.  68.79.  Bullmger  & 
fed;,  3 o.  Mar  lor  at  in  1 Cor . 1 1 .6.  Guhelmiis  Pariftenfis , Be  Fide  & 

LegtbuSyCap.i  3 .Bantus  Ethic  a (fhrtftiana.l.2.c.i<\.  Polanus 
Syntagma  Theologi£.lib.iou:ap.26.p'66^.The  rich  Cabinet $ 
London  1 6 1 6.  p.  1 1 6.1 1 7,  1 1 8.  ^Alaphtus  Tegtm  Lau- 
denfts.  De  Educattone  Ltberorum.  lib . 5.  c.  5.  Btbl.  Patrum. 
Tom.l5.p.%%2'E.  AfhortTreatife  againil  Stage-play  es 
by  an  Anonymous  Author,  tendred  to  the  Parliament. 
r>Anno  1625.  p.  17.  VP*  T.  In  his  Abfoloms  fall.  fol.  9. 
Stephen  Golfon  his  P lay es  confuted*  Atttom.  The  third 
Blaft  of  Retrait  from  Playes  and  Theaters : M .Northbrook, 
his  Tr  eat  if e again  ft  Tame  Playes  and  Enter  bides,  fo  1.^6.  and 
D.  Remolds,  in  his  Overthrow  of  Stage-play  es.  p.  8.  to  20.  & 
p.S 5. to  103.  where  this  point  is  largely  and  learnedly 
debated.  Ail  thefe,  with  infinite  others  in  their  Trea- 
ties againft  Stage-playes,  doe  utterly  condemne  the 
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putting  on  of  womans  apparell,  efpecially  out  of  wan- 
tonnelie  to  ad  a Play,  as  a violation  of  this  text  of  Deutero- 
nomy, and  art  abomination  to  the  Lord  our  G od:  neither  was 
there  ever  any  one  Divine  that  I haue  mei;  with,who 
did  contradid  this  truth  ; therefore  we  need  not  doubt 
or  queftion  it,  but  fubmit  unto  it  without  any  more  de- 
putes. 

Laftly,  the  very  reafons  alleaged  again!!  the  putting 
on  of  womans  apparel!  on  men,  will  evidently  evince  it 
to  be  finfull  to  put  it  on  to  ad  a Play.  For  firft,  the  very 
putting  on  of  womans  apparell  (much  more  to  ad  a k 
lewde  lafei vioias  Enterlude)  is  an  unnatural!, and fo  a de-  i.p.253.  fini- 
te ft  able  and  fhame  full  aft:  as  not  onely  k Ambrose , and  the  worths  Notes 
fore-quoted  Chriftian  Authors,  but  even  1 Seneca  and  onDeut.iz  5. 


7 

I 

Irena 0.  Tom, 


Statius,  with  other  Pagans  teffcifie.  For  fince  nature  J Nof.vlilen' 

* - - - tur  tibi  contra 

natura  vivere, 
qui  comutant 


hath  made  a difference  j not  onely  betweene  the  fex,  but 
n even  betwixt  the  habit  and  af  pared  of  men  and  women , as 
wed  amongthe  meft  barbarous,  as  the  civilcft  'bfations,  in  fo  cum  fxmirns 
much  that  they  are  vifibly  difiinguifhed  by  the  divsrfity  of  veftem  ? Seneca 
then  rajment  one  from  the  other : it  mu  ft  needs  be  a viola-  \ cn 

tion  of  the  very  didates  of  nature*  for  a man  to  clothe  flVysC€Vcniunt 
himfelfein  that  apparel  which  nature  and  cuftome  have  in  peftora  VCL 
preferibed  to  another  fex,  as  mii-becomming  his.  As  ftesifemde  pfc- 
0 nature  it  felfe  doth  teach  men,  that  it  is  a fhame  for  them  to  er,fcmde,&c. 
we  are  long  hair  e (though  our  moderne  Ruffians  glory  in  Atbitttid  hly  • 
ltjbccauje  it  P is  naturally  proper  unto  women,  to  whom  tt  is  Overthrow  of 
gtven  for  a vaile,  a covering : fo  much  more  doth  it  teach  Stagc-playes, 
men,  that  it. is  a dcteftable,  unnaturall,  (hamefull  thing  p.12.1 5/ 
for  them,  to  put  on  womans  attire  to  ad  a Strumpets  n Sat  ^mbrofe 
part.  Hence  men  in  womens,and  women  in  mens  ap- 
parell  have  becne  ever  odious.  Witnefle  T Hdiogabalus , 

vus  OrbisyMunjltrs  Ccftnograph.  Boenus  De  Moribus  Gentium,  Strabo  3Gctardui,L.mHs, 
and  all  other  Hiftorirns  and  Cofmographers.  ° iCor.i  F.14.  See  mbrofc,Hierc»h 
Trir#&fw,Ctoyfoflorns,ThcociQret,ScduliwS'Rmigm,KcdaiJnfclme>OecumriiiuK2)wo^h\&, 
and  my  Vnlovelinefle  of  Love-lockcs,p,8.to  16.  P iCor.u.i  5.  Sec  Gloll’a  Ordi- 
nms3Lyra?Bi{lingcr,Calvm,&iarlorat,  and  others  on  the  1 Cor.  11,  6.  accordingly. 

^ Lamyuli] HclicgabaluA,£titropiH*, RerujRom.l.i  o .foil 2,4.1  x 5 . Zonaras  Annal.T omt. 
*.  fol,io6„  & 107* 
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'Smmu  Tiera. ‘SporHiJSardanaptlm,'-  tJtrt,CaliguU,( Sacto*i)  0*lig.[eEt. 
it(t.xC>.zmras  5 *-54 •&  otherf;togetherwith  the nA4aie-prtefts  of  V'enus, 
AnnaLl*2,f.98  K ihe  Roman  Galh  or  Cinadtyhc  paffive  Sodomites  Vtn  Florida, 
b.Eutro[>>ui,l*9-  * Gayra , and  A Peru ; who  clothing  themfelves  fovretimts, 
^ihltn  H^H  i not  a^waJes  tn  womans  (as  did  alio  b fVtlham  Btfbop 

Jtbeiucitibipn.  °f  to  ^1S  &ame0  are  f0Y  recorded  to  poflenty , as  the 

1. 1 z.c.i  1. 1 3 . monflers  of  nature.^  and  the  fiame,  the  (cum  of men^N  it- 
Viodmitb icu-  rtefTe  the  c Inkeeper s of  Fez,  at  this  day,  who  att/ring  them - 
lus.Bibl  Hift,  felvss  like  women Jlavsng  thetr  beards , and  becommtng  effe - 
TTTlTi  j mt?7ate  in  their  {fetch,  are  fo  odious  to  thefe  'very  Infidels , 
ci<?sleic!a»h  de  (fome  baft  vt  Haines  ortely  excepted  who  re  fort  vnto  them,)  that 
4'r,  Impcnjs.  the  better  fort  of  people  will  not  fomuch  as  ffeake  to  them,  net- 

1.1  p.19.  therwiil  tbejfujfer  them  to  come  within  thetr  Temples . If 
* Snetojuj  Ticro.  men  jn  womens  apparel  be  thus  execrable  unto  Pagans, 

how  much  more  aeteftable  thould  they  bee  to  Chrifti- 
“'eifebim  De  ans,  who  are  taught  not  oncly  by  the  light  of  nature, 
Vna  Con'd,  but  of  the  d Cjofpcltoo , to  hate  fuch  beaitly  male-mon- 
l .$•  c.*  lulius  fters  in  the  Shapes  of  women  ? And  as  the  verdid  of 
F irmicuh  De  human  nature  condemnes  mens  degenerating  into  wo- 

mrum  Reh^i-  men » fr°m  t^ie  vei7  feifefamc  grounds,  it  deepelv* 
pw--  cefures  the  aipiringof  women  above  the  limits  of  their 
ebas  Pile nm,  female  fex,  & their  metamorphofis  into  the  (hapes  of 
Booke  4.  ch.7.  men,  either  in  haire, or  appare/1.  As  nature  didates  to 
x pbilo  lodatUy  men, c that  it  is  a (hamefor  them  to  weave  long  haire , or  wo - 
Lc^bu?  !i^cS  mans raJmenti  f°  ir  inftrudeth  women, that  it  isafbame, 

1 05  9. To  (Jo*  & a fa™  for  them , to  put  on  mans  apparel /,  or  to  clip  or  cut  their 
De  Vita  Con-  haire  their  feminine  glory  (as  cur  Viragoes  doe)  becaufeit 
templ.p,  1 io 9.  is  given  them  as  a naturall  covering  to  dijhnguifh  them  fiom 
I2IO*»  tv t wen:  as  the  Apollle  plainly  teacheth,  in  the  1 Cor.  1 i.j. 
Booked  c 7 1 Tim.i.y.tf  Deut.22.5.  Hence  the  C ounce  Hof 

2 Pmbas  Pi  la.  Cjangra  f did  anathematize  thofe  women,  as  infringer  s of  the 
Book  9.C.1  fPurcba*  Pilg.book  9x.1r.Sc  Credit.  c.<?  4* Mathew PtfrifjHift.Angl.p  160. 
161. See  here  p.iS.i.  c Punka*  Pilg  Book  b.c.io.  d iCor.ii.i4.Deut.i2,.f , Zeph. 
l.8.Rom.r.z7«  c iGor.i  1.14.  F Si  qua  mull  er  propter  diuinu  cultu(ut  xftimat^ri- 
nes  attoncleat  quos  ei  Deus  ad  fubiedionis  materiam  tribuit,  vei  habitum  mutar, 
& pro  folito  muliebri  ami  dual  virilem  fumi-t,tanquam  prasceptum  difl’olvens  obe- 
dientixjanathema  lit.  ibid.  Canon.i  3.17.  S#ri/#;Tom..t,p.3  7 3 • Gratian  Dillin- 
dio  3 o.  Seigmew  Hift.iib.i  3 .cap.i  3 . 
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law  of  nature , and  of  the  precept  of fubieftion,  who  did  either 

cm  their  hairs,  or  clothe  thcmjelves  tn  mans  appareH,  though  it 

were  under  pretence  of  Religion,  as  % Theodora  (who  lived  a g Nicenherus 

penitentiary  life  in  mans  apparelljor  her  adultery  in  a Cftdona-  EccI.HdU.i  7\ 

Jtery  for  f undry  yeeres  together)  is  recorded  to  have  done,  and  c.f.Cem-.M-ig* 

as  fome  h prepofiercus  Ncnnes  in  Egypt  did  : Hence  Cjratian  1 

Difimllio  3Q.  Sumrna  Angelica.  Tit.  Eamtna.  togetl4£j  ^ 

With  CalvinyBullinger,Marlorat,Lyra,&  GloJJa  Ordmans , .c.jYSd- 

withiundry  others  on  i Cor < ti.  5,  6 . & Dent.  22.5.  HilhHc, 
& Synedus  Tftronica , Anno  1 583.  apud  Bodhellum.  De- 'i.$,c.i$.Nice- 
Ecclefia.  Gallicanx • lib.  6.  Tit ♦ 9.  1 I . tas  adverf.rtr- 

(whofewordl  would  our  man-women  Engli/h  Gal-  ”anosd-J«Bib, 
lants  would  confider;  exprelly  teach  us ; 1 that  even  r.a-  t , pirs  , pnc7> 
ture  herfelfe  abhors  10  jee  a woman  (home  or  polled ; that  a wo-  587.H.  Bar  oil- 
man with  cut  hatre  is  a filthy  (peftacle,  and  much  like  a mon - m & Spondanm j 
filer ; and  k that  all  repute  tt  a very  great  abfurdtty  for  a wo - An.?  7 /eft.  2,7. 
man  to  walkje  abrode  with ] home  haire ; for  this  is  all  one  as  tf 
fhe  fhould  take  vpon  her  the  forme  or  per f on  of  a man,  to  whom  6zJ^  p 84-* 
fhort  cut  haire  is  proper,  it  being  natural/  and  comly  to  wo-  iNaturain- 
men  to  Kourifh  their  haire,  which  even  God  and  nature  have  quit,  ipfa  ab- 
given  them  for  a covering,#  token  of  fubiettton,  and  a naturdl  horretmulie- 
badge  to  dtfimgwfh  them  from  men.  Yet  notwithftanding,  ner^fedumeft 
as  our  Engliih  Ruffians  are  metamorphofed  into  wo-  afpc^u,U&lt 
men  in  their  deformed  * frizled  locKes  and  haire,  fo  monftrrinfhr, 
our  Englifli  Gentlewomen,  ( as  if  they  all  intended,  to  &c-  Calvin.  /- 
tiiwie  men  outright  and  weare  the  Breeches,  or  to  be-  f yW; 
come  Popiffi  Nonnes)  are  now  growne  lo  farre  pail  abfUrdum%ud 
ffiame,  paft  modefty,  grace  and  nature,  as  to  clip  their  om nts  effct  ti 
haire  like  men  with  iockes  and  foreteps^and  to  mal  e mulier  stton- 
thisWhorifn  cut,  the  very  guile  and  falhion  of  the  fa  com?-  re- 
times, to  the  eternall  infamy  of  their  fex,  their  Nation,  |Iurer;11Pllcr“ 
and  the  great  fcandall  of  religion.  Yea,  the  unnatural!  pennde  c^ct 71 
fhamelelfe  Papills,  bidding  as  it  were  profefled  dtfi-  acfi  viri  m fe 
ancebothto  God,  to  nature,  {JMofesy  and  S.  Taul,  haue  tranfiimcret 

perfonnm,  &rc4 

Bu!mgnu$&  tflarlortit.  fbidem.  * Which  frilled  hnire  is  condemned  by  Con- 
ed. Conftantinop  6.  C m.  96,  & Synodus  Turonica,  1 5 8 3.  Coned,  Bitu- 
rienfe  1584.  spud  Bochellum. 
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'K&rcniusSL  made  this*1  folcmne  Ceremony  at  the  admiffron  of  all  then 
S.oidanutAn-  7\ [owes  into  their  unholy  orders , to  poll  their  he  ads,  and'  cut 
nal. Peel- Anno  their  haire,  in  token  that  they  are  now  immediately  e/poufid 
S7.fcfti7»  unto  fhrtft  , and fo  are  freed  from  all  fubtettionto  men,  or  to 

Onc^^'ol^*  l^etr  •"flvds&s  I preftnne  thole  Englilli  women  think 
3 3 , "l  **0“  &*  they  are,  who  cut  their  haire.)  An  unnatural!  m ttnchri - 
Cent.  1 1.  Col.  && frame  full  prachfe , derived  (as  n tbemf elves  acknowledge ) 
974-1  5 o.Lyra  p;  the  Pagan  Roman  Veftales  (a  fit  patterue  ofimitation 
111  jCor.ii.5,6  for  ail  Popifh  Nonnes)  who  entring. into  that  idolatrous 

Vaults  indeed , order  did  ufe  to  0 poll  their  heads  and  confecrate  their  haire  to 
sJc  Tncologia  1 ^ , !r  r • 1 r r 1 

the  Goadefre  L\ia.mThanging  it  for  a monument  ondfacred 

Lot  e-tree.  Well,  let  the  Romanics  and  their  Nonnes 
who  give  a reafon  for  polling  their  religious  Virgins 
that  P its  a token  of  their  freedoms  from  all fubtettion  to  men> 
&}c.  (whereas  they  fhould  rather  plead  they  are  men 
indeed,  not  women,  and  fo  are  not  bound  to  nourish 
Notes  on  the  their  haire). much  like  the  reafon  of  thofe  fooiilh  Ruf- 
Rhemifh  Te-  fianly  Friers,  or  Crinitifratres,  whom  S.  Augufiinere- 


Iudfcoiifulto 
nmi.Locus  38. 

p.i07.io8,ic5. 

Summa  Angc- 
lic3«F*rtiini. 
The  Rhemifts 
& D.  rallies 


it  ament  cm  the  Roving  for  wearing  long  haire  again  fl  the  A poftles  precept. 

U 1 ^or'  ll-l^'tot^g  frtandall  of  religion , replied,  that  the  A - 
Notie  inEpift.  prohibits  men  onely  to  we  are  long  haire y and  they  were  no 

4i.cywmi.xi  9 men  (asour  effeminate  hairy  men-monRers  hardly  are) 

р.  84,  Hiltoria  becaufe  they  had  made  themfelves  Eunuches [or  the  Kingdoms 
Bambcrgenus.  of  Heauen,  andfo  were  exempted  from  the  Apofiles  text , as 

Af“n4Vthe  td>aptfis  fay  thefe  Nonnes  of  theirs  are , though  all  other 

255 3i6$  Lu?olclw De  Zelo  Vet.Princ.Oerminorti.c.i^.Bibl.P.uru.T om.i5.p.74i  b. 
Actfia Hift.  Indix.l.f.c  1 <$  .Pure  has  Thl*  Book  S.c.i  x.Maffatis  Scie^t.Hpifc  ex  India. 
.1.4  p.  1 70.  Petri#  L luniaemfrs . Epift.l  3 .ad  Germanos  Erarres.  Epift.i  7. Francis  De  Croy 
hi s firft  Conformity.c.i  1 p.30  *»  See  D.W’itoSynopfis  Papilmi  p.^4-5  5 5-  & £>. 
pulses  & M Cartwrights  Notes  on*Thef  3. left. 2,  n Baronrn  & Spondanm  An.57 -fed, 
2.7. ’ aulvu If'rz^a^Theologia  Iurifconfultoru  1 Locus  3845.108.°  Plin  Nat  Hift  1. 
5 c.  1 z.BaroniuSyS,  ondanm&ndeck^nd  others  qua  fupra.  Martial.  Epig  1 p.Ep.  1 8 27, 
l Lyra  on  1 Cor.  u.  6 Bar  miss,  St  mulanus, winded;,  qua  fupra.  4 lam  illudli  dici  pot  eft, 
qua  luftuose  ridiculu  eft, quod  rurfits  invencrut  ad  defenfione  crinium  fuoru  Viru 
i hquiunt jprohi buit  Apoftolus  habere  coma.  Qui  awtemcaftraverut  feipfos  propter 
rconu  cxiorujiam  non  funt  viri.O  dementia  fingularei&c!  A11g.Dc  Opcre  Monacboru; 

с. y*:rm.  ^.p.\o6%.ScetheRbmifli,D.Vul\e,&  M.  Cartwright,  Holts  on  z Ibcf.^.fdlz, 
1 Lyra,  Baronms , Spondanus  , W.indeckc,  qua  fupra,  & Summa  Angelica. 
Lamina. 
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women  whatfoever  are  included : )ov  let  our  EnglilL  fhorne 
Blow(es,  thinke  what  they  will  of  this  vile  pradife; 
yet  lure  I am  that  God,  that  Scripttire,Nature,modefty, 

Religion  and  all  ingenious  perlons,  who  have  any  f5-c  idm Bales 
fparkes  of  nature  in  them  much  condemneit,  as  ana-  Aftsof  Englith 
bominable  guile,  unfit  for  any  but  lewd  Adultercffes  ^.^r^s^eri’ 
and  notorious  Whores,  (as  many  { polled  Joannes  aifd  c"m. x 2\;0j 
fhome-frizled  Engtifh  Maddames are.)Hence the c anci - 107  & 1 >.c0i 
ext  Germanes and  u others,  did  nfe  tofhame  and  pumjh  notori - 6%. The  An?.* 
out  Adultercffes  and  whores  yby  fhauino  off  their  hatre , as  the  tomY  r^c 
mofl  vjxomtmous  punifbment  that  could  befall  them . * Hence  the  ^3n: 

ancient  Roman  Smpcreurs  did  ujually  puntjh  AdultereJJes  by  0nm  Eccje^T# 
cutting  their  haire , and  then  thru  fling  them  into  a Monafterjy  c 1 a feft.  1 a . 
to  doc  penance  there,  the  true  ortginall  of  this  Pop'tjh  cuflome.  1 Tacitus  De 


u Punhas  Pilg.1 5 C.5.9.&  I.9  c,r.Alex  ab  • lex  l.  3.  c 5.  Ajmlcitu  Dc  Mmo  aureo 
l.z.&  Cxlius  Rhod  Ant  Left.l.a^.c.i  8.  * luftiman-Codka . l.$>.  Tit  9.  Lex  50  Sed. 
hodie,  aduitera  tonf?j  Manailico  hibitu  fufcepto,&c  /Imbrofzd  Virgine  Lupf  m. 
c.8.Tom.4.p.zi  6 R.Zotulyas  Annnl.Tom  j.f.i^i .1  5 5j>i6>  Nicffbcr.  Hijl.  led.  1 17. 
c f.Cent.Mag  Tom. 6 Col.  3 4 9 &808.  Crpitui  TiTanc.1.6  c.r.  & V,  w<k(\  qua  fupra 
T Similiter  velatx  & fanitimoniales  h in  crimen  fornicationis  1 pfa:  fuennt3poft 
tertiam  verberationem  in  carcerem  milEe  fcquentem  annum  ibi  p.Tnitentiam  a- 
g?nt,& radanrur  omnes  capilli  capitis  ctrum  Sur'rn  Covcil.Tow,  ?,p.40.  1 Nicetas 
Thefauri  Orthodox  l5.c14.B1bl  PatrimvTom.i  a pars  1.  p.5 87  B,  a Can  1 3.1 7, 
Suriui  Tom  i.p.  37  $.NonnulIae  autem  pietatis  Emulatione  caput  tondere  & con- 
tra cpiam  deccret  fexum  muliebrem  virilem  h?bitu  n indues  e addudas  fnnt.His  de 
cauhs  Epiicopi  finitimi  G ingris  in  unum  convtnerunt,  & litis  Eccleha  c tholica 


m:erdiciint,$cc.  So\pmeni,Hif’EccUib.  3 ,caj>,  1 3, 
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b Baroniui  Sc 
S\'ondanu6>hn* 
goi.fid  5. 

* l lutarcbi  Ama- 
torivs.  Moral, 
Torn.  $.  page 
545- 

Aftcrij.  Ho- 
miln,  Quod 
non  licet  de- 
mittere  uxore, 
&c.Bibl.P.T<4 

р. 707  Aj.Tc- 
UmVittorim  1. 
1 8.VarJ-eA,c, 
J 5- 

4 5. 
®See  p 184. 

& Hi  odor  Pe- 
lufiotes.  Epift. 
1.2,Ep.  53.  See 
my  vnioyeiines 
of  Love-locks, 
p«44,to  49. 
iplutarckus  De 
V irtutibiis 
MuJieru,Tom, 
1 .Moral  .page 

5 1 6.  * 1 7 • 

% Alexander  ab 
Alex  andr  0.1.4. 

с. i  ?.rol.u  3. 
C*’lM  Rhodig. 

Acrtiqu.LedX 

29.cn  8. 

* Macrsbiue  $a- 
turtiahu,  lib,  3 . 
cap.8. 

Vauhis  V.aco- 
tlMyOt  Geftis 
Lon  ibbardo- 
nun.  lib.i  ,c,#4 


perfwaded  ivemert  out  of  a pretext  of  holme f]c,  to  cat  tbetr  haire, 
again  ft  the  very  Lavees  of  God  and  nature.  Now  as  womens 
dipping  of  their  haire  like  men  is  thus  execrable  in  it 
lelfe,  becaufc  unnaturall ; fo  is  their  putting  on  of  mans 
apparell , or  men  of  their sy  elpecially  for  merriment.  To 
pafTeby  b Domna,  who  clad  her  lelfe  in  mans  apparell  to 
avoyd  the  rage  of  the  Tyrant  tJMaximtnian  ; together  with 
that  mirror  of  conjugal!  fidelity,  c Empcna,  who  cat  her 
haire , and  were  mans  apparell  left  Jhe  fhottld  betray  her  Huf. 
band  Iulius  Sabinas,  being  difeovered,  with  whom  [he  lived 
9 yeeres  tv  a vault,  as  a Tacit m relates  ; with  feme  c other 
women  formerly  mentioned,  who  have  cat  their  haire  and 
put  on  want  apparell  for  learning , danger,  or  religion  fake 
whole  pra  dlife  I cannot  approve,  fince  God  and  nature 
both  condemne  it : I fhall  onely  remember  two  Stories 
more,  very  pertinent  to  this  purpofe.  The  firil  is  of  the 
Argiv<s,orl  Grecian  women  of  Argos, \v  ho  driving  Cleomenes 
King  of  Sparta  from  their  befteged  City  under  the  condutt  of 
Tdefilla,  the  moftof  the  Argiyi  being  flame  before  the  fteye ; 
in  remembrance  of  this  their  vtttory  ,ordaineda  feaft  on  the  fe- 
venth  day  of  the  fourth  moneth,  wherein  they  exercifed  their, 
Hibrifiica  facrajOr  contumelious  folemnities,  in  which  they 
clothed  women  in  mans  apparell,  and  men  with  womens  haire - 
laces,  veiles,  and  head  attires : (inverting  the  very  courfe 
of  nature  both  in  the  male  and  female  fex  i)  And  with - 
ad  that  they  might  feeme  to  contemne  and  dtf grace  their  Huf- 
bandsy  they  matted  this  4i»(  which  our  Englifh  fhorne  Vi- 
ragoes might  doe  well  to  put  in  prafticeftbat  all  married 
women  fbould  put  on  beards , when  ever  they JhoM  he  with  their 
Hufbands : which  puts  mein  minde,  not  onely  of  8 bear - 
ded  Ktnus  ( to  whom  men  facrificed  in  womens,  and  women  in 
mens  apparell \as  * Macrobius  hath  rccor ded)whom  they  pict- 
ured like  a man  from  the  girdle  upward, and  like  a woman  onely 
from  the  girdle  downwards,  becaufe  they  deemed  her  both  a man 
and  a woman  : (a  lively  emblem  of  our  halfe-men-wo- 
men  monfters : ) but  like  wife  of  the  Winnili  or  Lombards 
wives  ft' who  going  to  Go.ddanus  with  their  Hufbands  todeftre 

°f 
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of  him  the  viYcory  again  ft  the  Vandals  with  their  haire  hang- 
vigloofe  below  their  checks * in  forme  of  a beard;  Goddanus 
ftemg  them  out  of  hie  window,  and  taking  them  to  ift  men  with 
very  long  beards, demanded.  Qui  funt  ifti  Longobard  \rfeom  * MunfieriCoC* 
whence  they  were  after  called,  Lombards ,^uafi  Long-beards,  mograpii.iib,i. 
as  fame,  or  as  other  Hillorians  have  recorded,  becaufe 
1 their  Hu  frauds  to  mcreafe  the  number  of  their  Army  at  their  1 p'LHtanh  De 
fir  ft  eruption,  that  fo  they  might  be  more  terrible  to  their  ene-  VimuibusMu- 
rmes,  did  untie  their  wives  long  haire  andfaftnon  it  to  their  fa - herum.  Mor4 
ces  like  a beard,  deceiving  thetr  enemies  with  this  Stratagem.  Tom.i.  p.544- 
which  if  our  Englifh  polled  females  (who  may  do  well  jftf:Dyo,thfs* 
to  make  them  beards  of  the  haire  they  have  iliorne  AnuT^Ronu- 
from  their  Lockes  and  Foretops)  will  but  imitate,they  norm  lib#. c.i 
may  then  feeme  bearded  men  in  earneft.and  fall  to  wea-  p 6s  3.  63  4- 
ring  breeches  to,  (as  they  have  lately  taken  up  mens  * J he  like  we 
Tonfure,  Lockes  and  Dublet  s3kif  not  more:)  and  fo  bee . ^ 5” 

like  thefe  mannifh  Argtv*,ciKr-m\ing  nature  and  their  c\s,  p fii’cf 
Husbands  both  at  once.  The  fecond  Hiftory  is  that  of  aio;w  ihe  Ty- 
3 lAriflodemus  the  Tyrant,  ftirnan\cd  effeminate,  becaufe  he  tat  of  Erythrse. 
wore  long  womantfh  haire,  for  which  the  very  Barbarians  did:Il^niUT1  Js  ciiv  s 
condemne  him.  This  unnatural}  Tyrant  endevorwg  to  tffemi- 
nate  the  Cum aans,  commanded  and  taught  thetr  Youths  to  rd^exetoS^t, 
* nourifh  their  haire  hie  women,  to  colour  it  yellow, to  curie  and  omnia  ftia  fu- 
entbr cyder  it,  andtbinde  it  up  in  fhslltts^  and  to  weave  fainted  Peipm  flagitia... 
and  embroydered  Gownes  and  garments  untiH  they  were  faft  20.  * ^ 

yeeres  of  age,  *Andwithall  he  compelled  thetr  women  to  cut  & ^ 

thetr  haire  round,  and  to  put  on  mens  apparetl.  Which  in-  tutam  fpeciem 
vertion  of  th^  courfe  of  nature  in  both  fexes  (condem-  haW.us^  ut  in 
ned  by  m Plutarch , as  a tyranny  biyond  all  his  other  wtekyd-  vn  is  tonh  ca- 
neffes ) did  make  him  fo  execrably  odious  to  the  Cum  a an  s,  that 
they  rofe  up  with  one  accord  againft  him  and  flew  him,  together  tia  cr  j c “0(j 

with  all  his  fofterity,  as  deteftable  and  worthy  mine  both  with  may  one  virgi- 
Cjodandman*  It  is  evident  then  by  all  thefe  premifes  : nibus  infigne 
that  the  putting.cn  ofwomans  appare^and  fo  e converfo • “ & C1> 

is  * an  unnaturall,  and  fo  a * framefull,  an  abominable  ad  : dl  St°" 

concumulatus  in  verticem  ipfam  capitis  fuo  arcem  ainfcitii  crinium  contegat.  lfrdtr 
Biffalenfis.Ori%jwMtLl,j * See  P unhas  his  P1lgrim.cap.5i.  accordingly. 
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therefore  to  put  it  on  to  a<ft  a Play,  muft  needs  bee 
fuch. 

2 Secondly,  as  it  is  an  unnatural!,  fo  likewise  it  isan 

effeminate  ad  to  put  on  womans  apparcll,  efpecially  to 
play  a womans  part.  This  all  the  fore-quoted  Authors, 
together  with  Aft  J.  Scene  g.  abundantly  teftifie  : This 
11  Plutarch, and  Dionyjius  Hallicarnajfus  in  the  now  recited 

corporc  ucjj  a-  Hiftory  of  Arifiodemus  the  Cum&an  Tyrant  • together 
jiimo  r»c  icLir  - vvith  Orojius, Suetonius,  n Philo  ludavs,  Diodorus,  Siculus, 
nenc^caeih1"  dttien&ttsjuftsn,  Lamprrdius,fuve»al,E*JebiUf,  Pure  has,  and 
mifculi  proa-  the  ° f^r quoted  Hlftorians,  who  condeinne  Sardanapo- 
nus  pleftcmcs  has,  Heliogabalus,  *Iero,  Sporus , the  MAe-priefls  of  {ferns, 
cinannos  or-  the  Roman  Galli,C'madi  and  others  formerly  mentioned 
H-idct  c nCC  ^°r  manJ  Monfters  of  unpar ailed  effeminacy,  for  putting  on 

opJl  imren"1  mmans  atttre,  together  with  the  very  grounds  of com- 
fevu  mu  tare  in  mon  reafbn,  fully  evidence.  For  what  higher  dreine  of 
fxmina.  Tbilo  invirility  can  any  Chridian  name,  then  for  a man  to  put 
&c  sped  ah  bm  on  a womans  ray  merit,  gefture,  countenance  and  beha- 

uilfM  h10  > 9-  viour,  to  ad  a W hores, a Bawdes,  or  fome  other  lewd, 
oSec  pa®  roS  ^a^vi°us  females  part  ? If  this  bee  not  effeminacy  in 
* See  Purcbas  * the  fuparlative  degree, I know  not  yet  what  effeminacy 
his  Pilg.c.s  i • meanes.  But  if  it  be  effeminate,  as  * all  m uff  grant,then 
p iCor.6^5lo  it  muft  needs  be  (infuffyea  abominable,  fince  P ejfcmma- 
f . 1 9->r  i - cy  is  both  an  odious  and  a condemning  finne , as  both  Scrip- 
JiufmChrHu"  tures  anc*  Fathers  doe  proclaime  it. 
veru,nihilmoI-  Thirdly  , a mans  putting  on  of  womans  apparell,  be 
le  decern. mbrof  it  to  ad  a Play,  is  a difhoneft , immodefl , and  unfeemely 
Lnarjn  Tfai. 1 8 thing,  which  becomes  not  Chridians  or  religion  : it  is 
£^his  athingo/i//,  not  good  report -f  a thing  not  bonefl,  but  vile 
- Sec  «"SJUthj  m the  fight  of  all  men,  as  the  fore-alleaged  Au- 

De  The^tro.i  j thors,  and  Aft  5 . Scene  3 . together  with  every  ingeni- 
c.5o-sij^.  oas  mans  confcience  and  experience  tedifie.  There- 
q ftnhrof  ire-  fore  ,ic  muft  needs  be  finfhll,  as  the  recited  Fathers, 

n * 0, Calvin,  la-  ancj  r Mart  wall  Texts  of  Scripture  will  more  fully  evi- 
btngtm,  on  the  1 * r J 

7.Commande-  atnce* 

v2nent,and  all  the  fore.quoted  Aurhors.p.  r iCor.i  1 ,1  $,14,1  f.  1 Tim.z,  9,1©* 
J>hil.4.6.£j)h.4i.  17^18,1^,10. 1 Corn  3.$.  Tit.i.u.u.  Rom. 1,18.014.16,19. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  a mans  clothing  himfelfe  in  Maidesat-  4. 
tire,  is  not  onely  an  imitation  of  effeminate  idolatrous 
Trtefls  and  cPa^ansy  { who  arrayed  themfelves  w womans  ap-  *Macrobius  Sa- 


par  ell,  as  an  abomination  to  the  Lord:  but  a manifed  ap-ogmepiofana- 
probationand  revivall  of  this  their  idolatrous  pra&ice.  rum-.P-<dig4c<?.. 
Therefore  it  mud  certainly  * be  abominable,  and  within  v^Xo^  . 
the  very  fcope  and  letter  ofthis  inviolable  Scripture,  tiusj.^c  5 5?' 
even  in  this  regard.  Purchas  Piia/j. 

Fiftly,  this  putting  on  of  womans  payment,*/*  a meere  4.  cap.7,  & his 
abtife  of  it . The  end  why  God  ordained  apparel!  at  the  Pdg.chap.8. 
firli,  was  onely  '?  to  cover  nakedneffe ; z to  fence  the  body  5" 

gainfr  coldywinde  trainey  and  o,her  annoyances:  te*put  men 
in  mmde  of  their  penury  y their  mortality , b their  Spirit  mil  clo-  x pnm;l 
thing  from  Heaven , and  the  like ; and  c to  diftinouifh  one  Sexy  dx.Quxfhio*. 
one  'Ration,  d one  dtgnity office  yc  ailing , profejfion from  another*  Arcic,6.6'ai.  ft-* 
Now  a mans  attyring  himfelfe  in  womans  array,  asit  cundi  fecund* 
ferves  for  neither  of  thefe  good  ends  for  which  gar-  ^tfc 
ments  were  at  firli  ordained  • which  proves  it  a meere  ySummiThc- 
abufe  : fo  it  perverts  one  principall  ufe  of  gar-ologix.  pnrsz.. 
ments,  to  difference  men  from  women ; by  confounding, in-  Quxft.  1 3 * , 
terchangjng, transforming  thefe  two  fexes  for  the  pre- 
fent,as  long  as  the  Play  or  part  doth  lad.  If  therefore 

* Ethxc  eft  tota  ratio damnationis,pervcifa  adminiftratio  condition^  aconditis 
7i'YtulDe$p(Bac.Tom.i.p.i%Q»  T Gen,3,n.Rev.3.j8.Prov/*7.z6.  i Chron.iS.j  'f 
Mat.  if.  3 6,4  3.  2Cor.5.i.  * Iob.31. 19,10.0.14. 7,  8,  Hag  1.6. Mat.  6.  .5.  to**  i. 
a Rev. 3.175 18. Ezech.i^^.to  13,39,4.0 , Alexander  Fabritius, Deftrudorium  Vitio- 
rum. pars  6,c,i.ObfopaH6  De  Luxu  Veftium.  The  Homily  againft  Excefle  in  Appa- 

rell.  *»  2 Cor.f  .1,3, j. Rom. t 3.14. Rev,3* 18,0*7.9. Gal. 3. i7,Eph,4,24.Col. 3. Jo. 

1 Pet  3.3.  c Deut.ia«f . 1 Pec. 3.3.  1 Tim.  1,9.  1 Cor.t  1.9.  to  1 6\  and  moil  Lx- 
pohtors  on  it.  Clcmm  Mtxandrinm  Pxdag.l.3.c.3  .^mbroflrerao Tom.i.p  z;  2. 14. 
H.  8.  c.  1 3.  1.  & 2.  Phil.  & Mar.  cap.  2.  wirh  all  other  Statutes  of  Apparel  1,  end 
Authors  who  have  written  of  Appareil,  d Proprius  habitus  unicuiqiie  pft/iam 
ad  ufum  quotidianumquasn  ad  hoiiorem  & dignitatem.  Purpura  p:xtcxta  & fto- 
la,  nativitatis  infignia,non poteftatis:  generis, nonhonoris 3 ordinis,  non fuper- 
Stiuoni$:ScrtHl,Ve  Jdololat. lib. cep, \6, 17 . bee  Ve  PaViodib. 


« celebrated  Playes  unto  them ; which  as  u Lyra,  * A Qumae,  ,,  * { D 

and  Y Alenfrs  well  opfervey  was  one  chiefe  reafon,  why  this  jicrum  p lH[fm 
T ext  of  Deuteronomy  prohibits , mens  putting  on  op  womens  ap-  Fimicu*,be  O- 
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mens  ordinary  wearingof  womens  garment  Sj  if  the  pitting  of 
Gtmihs  m D.  them  on  in  any  other  place  but  m a ‘Tlay-boufe,  or  the  wearing 
Reat-ilds  of  them  tn  the  Jlreets  for  an  home  or  trro,  and  that  but  fe/dome* 

pUvcs°p  o i jj  ^e  within  the  malcdifHonof this  text,  or  an  nniavvfiill 
g f 91/91,"  1 67  j thing  (as  OLTP  very  c eAfntagomfis  in  this  cafe  of  Playes,  con - 
169,17 o.  feffe ) becanfe  it  trans  formes  the  1 malt  m outward  appea- 

f , / mbrof.ircTWo . ranee  into  the  more  ignoble  female  fex,  and  nitlltfes  that  exter - 
To^n.i  p^3>-  nan difference belweene  them,  which  it  ought  to  make:  Then 
e^sdioro  <?uettionlefl<r  mens  arraying themfeives  in  womans  vefl> 
jviire  Ggaccs  * fnents  to  a<fl  a part  in  Malqnes,in  Play  es, or  other  Enter- 
TdleicL  hofpi-JudeS,  mu  ft  needs  be  much  more  abominable,  within  the 
i:s  Di  fen  men  meaning  of  this  Scripture  : becaufe  it  not  ohely  inverts 
thefe  Sexes  which  God  and  nature  have  diftiiiguifhtd: 
L^xoo;3  vSnu  ^ut  a^'°  abufeth  apparel! , not  to  any  good  or  necqfary  pur- 
Horaec  cam  Ub,p°ft  g which  is  evill ; but  to  an  untfeceflary,  le  wde,lalcivi- 
i.ode  s*  ous  end,  from  whence  no  good  at  all  proceeds, 

5 Horn.  5.8.  Laftiy,  this  putting  on  of  womans  array  (especially 
n^nfervnu-0  t0  ^ ^ laTcivious,  amorous,  whorifh,  Love-licke  Play 
c iHmcnn  ubi  upon  the  Stage,  muft  needs  be  finfuil,  yea  abominable ; 
no  fervaturfex-  becaufe  it  not  onely  h excites  many  adulterous  filthy  lufis , both 
us  diitnufho.  inths  is4ftors  and  Spectators;  and  drawee  them  on  both  to 
Ambrof.  irenao.  contemplative  and  acluall  lewdneffe,  (as  the  x marginall  An - 
1 ffaVt1s  F1'  thrrs  tejhfie ) which  is  evil! ; but  likewife  injUgatcs  them 


f*  k [elfe-pollutiottj  ( a [tune  for  which  Onan  was  defiroyed  : ) 


mi  fecund  x4 
OujeH  1 oi* 

Aicic.^.6m.fe-  and  to  that  unnatnrall  Sodcmiticall  finne  of  uncle  an  effe,  'to 
cunda  fecund 02  which  the  reprobate  Cj entiles  were  given  over  ; (a  h line  ,n  not 
Quxll.1^9-  ^ once  to  be  named,  much  tefTe  then  pratTifed  among  Chriftt- 
cal-  ans . j whjch  is  worfe,  This  the  deteftable  examples  of 
" Heltogabalus , 0 Sardanapalus  , P Nero  & Sporus , the 

hamjVodiEkonylake^yilllmSyjnics,^:  al  others  on  the  7.Comandement,&  on  Deuc. 
ix.j  .quoted  before. Pfci/<?  iKdrfztfDe  Specialibus  Legibus,p.io  79.10 6o4De  VitaCo- 
tcmpLp.  12-09.1110. & t>.Rei/iolds Overthrow  of  Stagc-phyes,p,8.roi3.&  8 $.toioa. 
k Gen.38,8.&  Ro.1.21  Deut.23.10.j1.  1 Rom.r.24,2,6,27.,  tn  Eph.f.3,4,  n Lampidq 
Heiiogabalia^utropMSyReru.RornJ.io.f'izi.it  j Zmaras  AnnaLTom.zdoI.i  06.107. 
Grimffwu Imperiall Hift.p.157  .if  9.  0 M\kruews Dipn.l12.c1 2,1 3. Uefim.HifkA. j <Oro- 
(ns  Hift.l.i.c.  19. Diodorus  SirM/AxBibl.Hift.l.i.fed.zj.SfcK&ide  4°*.  Impenjs,l;i.p.i7* 
P Suctovij  Nero, left. 28  ,29  .Zonaras  Annil  .T om.: ,£98.!).  Sutropius  I.9 .Rom  ,Hift .p. 
jo ^.Gritnfions  Imp  Hilip.7  9 S ialiu-s  Firmicus,T)c  Errore  Ihofa.  Relig.  c.4  F-ifebm 
De  Vita  Cofttl.$.c rs$.Macrobw  Satur,I,3,c.8 .Purcbas  Pilg,l,4.c.7.&  his  Pdg.c.51, 

^ Male- 
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M*le-?riefts  of  Penns, with  the  r paffive  beafUy  Sodomites  in  r Vurchas  Ptlg. 
Florida,  ( Gayra,  and  c Peru , evidence;  1 vhf  went  clad  in  1,8. c7. 
womans  apparell,  the  better  to  elliciate,  countenance,  all , and  ‘ Pnrchas  Pd* 
colour  their  unnaiurall execrable  uttcleaneffe , which  I abhor  * 9£- l - ^ 

tothinke  off.  This  the  u ufuall  pratiife  of  other  ancient  T.&cL 
Incubty  who  clothed  their  G alii,  Succubt  (fanymedes  and  Cj- 
nads  in  womans  Attire  ^whofe  virilities  they  did  oft - times  *difft£l;y  u ifti  pueros 
to  make  them  more  effeminate,  transforming  them  as  ttecreas  transfcrunt  uv 
might  be  into  women, both  in  apparell, geftureyffeech , behaviour, 
jindmore  effecially  'fin  long  tmfhorne  womanttifh,  frilled, tuft- 

miuria,ut  amatoribus  quidem  eorum  melius  confident, &e.7^ifo  T>c  yiia  Contempt 
l.p.i  zio.&  De  Spcaalibus  Legibu$,p.  1059.1060.  SzzSuetonij  Ncrofc&.i 8.  Athc~ 
ntM  Dipn.l.i  3.0.17.  SuetuM/  Tiberius, ic£t.  4.$  .^^.Disnyfius  HaUicarnof.Aimcpx.Kom. 
1. 7 -c.  1 . * Suctont j 7{cro,Czd . z 8 . Hcrodoti  V rama.p. 481. Ittvena l. Saty r.6.p.  5 4. 5 ^ .Azi- 
IrofHcxacmXs  .c.^.BafiliusMx^.Dc  Vera  Virginitate,Tom.z.p  16740  173.  ^ ugujt , 
De  Ctv.Dei.l. 7.0.14. Anaftajius  Sianira,  Qusft.66.Bibl.P.T.6.pars  1.  p.7  74.77  5. 
ThiloDc  Spectalibus  Legibus,p.  10 5 9.1 060. & De  Vita Contempl.  p.  i 209.1210. 
Sedttlius in  iCor.c.6.  j Grandieres  pueri,loti,nitidijFucatiq;  ac  cincinnatuli,  aiunt 
capiilitium  vel  omnino  intonfi,vel  a fronte  tantum  proefeftis  in  orbem  crinibus. 
Nunc  eogloriantur  qui  patrac  & qui  patiuntur  muliebria,dfa?minati  corpcye  mxta 
arq;animo,ne  Fcintillam  quidem  retinentes  generis  malculi,  propaiam  plcftemes 
cincinnos  ornantefq;,&c,?fokDe  yita  Contem^ip- 1 108.  & De  Specialtbm  Legibu<3p* 
iof  9. See  yimbrofe  lrtweo}&  Rabunus  &4auw,in  Dzut.i.z.c.zo.^a^efi^cnOrxtio  17 
p.460. accordingly.  Eft  apudeos  confuetudo  ut  puerx  ufq;  adimpuberem  .'etatem 
purpuran^capiliorumq;  nodos  auro  revinftos  geftenc.  MhtrueuiDipn.il  i.c.6.  See 
lib.io.c.6,  & 1. 1 1.0.19.  Afliftunt  pueri  coma  nkentes  ex  gente  barbarica  ad  hoc 
ufus  Eic&i.  A mhrofe De Elia&  leiunio.  c.i  3.  Difcant  a te  co-Hpifcooi  tui, comatulos 
pueros  & comptos  adolefcentes  fecum  non  habere.  Uernard  De  ConpderationeX.  3 c.6. 
Ariftodemus  niftit  mares  more  virginum  comam  alere,eamq;  colore  flavo  inficere, 
cincmnofq*,  Facere,&  reticulis  capillos  religare  & pidlis  atq;  talaribus  togis  indui, 
palliolis  tenuibus  acmollibus  amiriri,  & in  umbra  degere.Eos  autem  comitabatur 
ad  ludum  faltatorum  & tibicinum,pueroriim  magiftrae  tnulieres,  & ipfje  lava  bant 
eos  allatis  ad  balnea  pe&inibus  & fpcculis.Talieducatione  corrumpens  pueros  do- 
nee annum  xtatis  vicefimum  impleviflent.Sed  quum  his  alijfq;  mulris  medis  cum 
contumelia  illuliflet  Cumseis^Sc  a millo  libidmis  genere  temperalFetj&c.  una  cum 
totaftirpe  excifus  c&.Dmyf-HaUicarn. Antifi.  Rcmanor.  I.7.  c.i.p.634,^ Plutarch  De 
Virtulibu*  Midicrum  &ior  Torn.  i.p.544,<45.Ncro  mfignes  pinguiflima  coma  adc- 
lefcentulos  & excelletiftimo  citltu  pueiosundiq;  elegic,qui  divifi  infacticnes  pi  .u- 
fuum  genera condifcerent, See. Suetonij  Nero /c#.zo.See  zS.Cnidiufq;  Gyges .Qiiem 
li  pueflarum  inferereschoro,  Mirefagnces  fallerct  hofpites,  Difcnmeffobfcurum 
folutis  crinibus, ambiguoqj  vultu  Horace  Carm.l.i. Ode  f.Puer  quis  ex  aula  capillis. 
Ad  cyathn  ftatuetur  uniflis >Ide  Carm.l1.Od9  29. 1,pete  unguentum  puer  & coronas. 
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Die  & argutx  frovoktng  baire  And  Love -locket  (growne  now  too  much 
propcrcc  Neat  in  faihion  with  comly  Pages,  Youthes,  and  lewdtffcmi- 
t£y  Myrrheum  nate  ruifianly  perfons  ; as  they  were  with thefe  unnatu- 
«odo  cohibe-  ra[[  pagans,  I dare  not  write,  tef  amorous  beaftly  pur- 
*hb  poles,  z to  which  they  art  ftrortg  al’ietttve  j, of  which  they  were 

Spifia  temundurn  coma,&c.  Sparfum  adoratis  humeiu  capillis  ibid  Ode  19*11.  Et 
qux  nunchumcris  involitanr,deciderint  comae  Carm.t  4.  C idt  10.  Horret  capillis, ut 
m minus, atperis  t-chinus^aut  curres  aper.J«£  Epodon3LEpod^ « p.  1 $ 7*Sed  alms  ardor 
aut  pucllx  Candidas. Aut  teretis  pueri,Ionga  renodantis  coma  Epod.ii,p.  146. Intofum. 
pueri  dicite  Cy ntluu.Cartn.Li  Ode  n*  Intonfofq;  agitaret  Apollmus  aura  capillos. 
Epod.l.Ep  15. p i^p.Que  tenues  decue^e  togae nitid  q;  capilii4Epiftl.r.  Ep.i4.p4i6o. 
Tondendu  eunucho  Bromium  comittere  noli. luvcnal  Satyx,6^.^  $.See  Faraabpjbid • 
Qnui  tuvat  ornato  procedere  vita  capiUo  ? Aut  quid  Orantea  crines  perlundere 
myrra .Fropcrt'ws  FJcgiarv.l.i  .£/cg.i4Quid  tibi  nunc  molles^rodclt  coltuile  capillos  ? 
Saspeq;  mutatas  dilpoiuifle  com3S?Quidfueofplendente  comas redimire?quid  lllas, 
Artificis  doda  fubfecuifl'c  mo.nulT'tbuClnsSlig.  l.i  4 £/e£.8.  Vnusde  toto  peccaverat 
orbcjcomaru  Annulus,&c. Define  1am  Lalage  trifles  ornare  capillos.,  Tangar  <5c 
infanu  nulla  paella  caput, See.  Martial  Epig.l.  2 4Epig  46,  T11  iuvemle  decus  ferva, 
pulaiqr  ilie  In  longa  fuerit  quam  breviore  coma.Hos  tibi  laudatos  dorrunoru  voce  . 
capillos. liic  tuns  lana  mifit  ab  urbe  puer:  Aadidit  & niu.du  facratiscrimbus  orbe. 
Quo  radix  facies  indice  tpcafuk.  ldim.tpig.l$Jipig.iQ>.  Confiliu  formas  fpeculum, 
duicefq;  capillos  Pergameoprofunt  dona  tacratadeo,I lie  puer  tanto  Domino  grjtif- 
iimus4ula,&c.Nec  Ganymcdeas  mallet  habere  coma s.lbid.Epig.  1 $4  Noluera  Po- 
ly a, ne  tuos  violare. capillos, &f.pofiti(q} nitebat  Crmibus  Epig.l.i  i.£pig  68  See  L 
1 q.Spig+z 1 . 1 5 ,»4#i  3 4 Exornant  muliebriter  niuritos  0 mes,tkc  Julius  FirmcmfD. 
Erme  Profan  Kel;g  04. Holies  lunt,cum  quibns  virile  perfknur  fcelus,  & quoru  vi- 
riliain  pueiitia  calirabantur,&c.  Eide  Matri  magn#  contra  omnem  virordm,  mu- 
lieruqj  yerccundia  confecvati  funt,qui  ufqj  in  extremvi  diem  raadidiscapillis,&  fa- 
cie dealbata,ince{fu  faemincoper  platcas  vicofqs  Carthaginisapopulo,unde  turpiter 
viverent  exigebant,Sfd*//»j  CoUcttjn  1 Cor. 6 BibLP.T.^.fars  1 p^Si.G.See  C<elius  Kbod 4 
Antiq  lecl.l  1 5.c.3.9,at  large  to  this  purpofe,and  my  Vrn!ovclimjfe  of  Love- locoes,  p.j . 
&> 2 1 ,2. 2,  Sencca.De  Brev.Vitac.  1 1 & Controvirf.L  1 .Vroam.  z Veneras  pi  aeiidio  feroxj, 
pedes  c#fatiem,&c*.tarnen  heu  ferns  adulteros  Crines  pulvere  collines  Borace.Cerm. 
1. 1 .Ode  1 ^ .Nonfola  comptos  arfit  ndulteri  crin ts.Hor.Carm  I.4  Ode  9.  Coventii  ta- 
jnen  & p.idu  & fponfilk  noftra  Tcpeftate  paras, lamqi  a tonfore  magidro  pede- 
fiSy&c.luvtKal  SaiyrA.p  42.  Si  nemo  tribunal  venditacerfecomes,fi  nullu  in  con- 
iugecrimenj&c.l^.Siif.B.p  79,Sedmafe  viros  cultu  formamqj  profeffos.  Quique 
fuas  ponunt  in  hatione  comas.  Oiid-De  ^grtc  ^mandt  l Alter  unguentis  aftiuens, 
cal;:  mi  data  coma  defpiciensconicios  ftupratoru,&c.  Cicero  Orat}o  pro  Sexto  p 547.  b, 
Intonfum  caput  ambiuonemperverfa  via  fequitur,&c.  Seneca  Epift  y.  See  Epifi.  \ 14. 
Vc  Brcvy'iU.t.  1 z.&  Control,  f .'Proem.  See  JibuUm.  Elcg.l.i.  Eleg.  8 . P or  per  tins  £leg  1 1. 
Elcg  z.PetronifSatyrico*p  %7  Stobans  Sem.6.Comx  ftudiolius  adulteri  funt.Homerus 
cairn  puellaiudeceptovemcomae  nitidio*is  amante  facit,quaii  ad  mulieru  corrupts- 
Jam  coma  exornaretur*  N ulliis  coaaatus  qui  noa.etiam  cin.edus  & impudiciis. 
ifiUfm  CMtif&UQmitfr  aw  tens 
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ancient  Symptoms  sy  as  fundry profane  and*  Qhrifi tan  Writers  * Cte^m 
tefiifie:  Whichfhouid  caufe  all  cha lie  ingenious  Cbr i- dig.  js ntiqu . 
ftiansfor  ever  to  deteft  them,  the  better  to  avoyd  the  LeftionumAib. 
{hares,  the  badges,  the  fufpicionsof  incontinency,  and  Co’ 

this  mod  filthy  finne:)ffe  more  to  extenuate  this  their  unr.a-  ^ curX eVelTa 
tttrall  wicl{ednejfey  or  rather  the  more  freely  to  embolden , to  al-  felicium  vcl 
lure  and  provoke  them  to  the  undaunted,  toilamentcd  prattife  iniuftorumeft; 
of  it,  by  reducing  it  as  neere  to  natter  all  lewdncjfe  as  they  could  n3m  in 
devfe : fincc  few  of  them  were  fo  prodigioufly  impu-  u^us  cxPcr^~ 
dent,  founmeafurably  outragious  at  the  firft,  as  ddpe-  candumlnufuc 
rately  to  rufh  upon  this  unnaturall  filthineffe  in  its  fu-  iafduus’iiic 
parlative  native  vileneffe,  without  foinc  extenuating  ©rnatus 
varnifliescaftinto  it,  to  charine  their  confciences, and  nasPr*cereun^ 
inflame  their  lulls.  Yea  this  the  execrable  Precedents  ^■eItnvi  cr\aut 
of  ancient,  of  moderne  Play-poets  and  Players  witnefle,  raonijs 
who  have  beetle  deepely  plunged  in  this  abominable  tur  ? Baja  Dt 
vvickedneffe,  which  my  Inke  is  not  blacke  enough  to  Legend*  libris 
difeypher.  Witnefle  the  example  of  Sophocles,  that  fa-  Gtntilium  Orat . 
mous  Greeke  Traga?dian,W'hom^/?e**^  DipnofUl . i Ep. 

cap. 27.  Plutarcb>u\his  Amatorius\  Saidas  in  the  word  s^Ep^zicit^ 
Sophocles  ; (f alius  RhodiginMyAnt/qu.Lett.lib.  1 ^cap.p.lo.  Ep47.c,$.  c 'le~ 
tAgrippa  De  Vanitate  Scientiarum.  c.63.64.  have  fligma-  mem  Horn  Apofl. 
tized  for  this  finne.  Witnes  Saint  Cyprtan,  who  writes  confiUi.c .9. 
thus  of  the  womantjh  Pantomimes  and  Players  in  his  times?, 
Eptft.hb.i.Epift.i.  Donato.  Lib  t din  thus  infants  in  vires  viri  j * * ^*1®' 

prormnty&c*  See  Aft  4.  Scene  1 . Witnes  Saint  Chryfoft.  Seem/vn- 
Horn.  12.  in  Ef  jft . I.  ad  (orinth . Tbeatra  congregant  & lovetinefle of 
meretricum  choros  tllic  inducentesy&ptieros  pathtcos  qui  in-  Love-lockcs,^ 
tuna  tpfam  naturam  afficiunt.  Quiet  ergo  tHos  inducts  cjnados,  * hfs  * 

& exoletos,drc.  Y ea  witnes  (aliouU.  Suetonij  Caltg.feEl . c.5 1 concil. 

55. with  M.  Stubsyhxs  Anatomy  of^bufes /MOj.wherc  Conjlantinop  6. 
he  aiTirmcs,*&df  ‘Players  and  Play -haunters  in  their fecret  Can  9-&96-Cok~ 
conclaves  play  the  Sodomites : together  with  * fame  moderne  cilTuronicu. 
examples  of fuch,  who  have  beene  deffierately  enamored  with  1 * 

Players  Bojes  thus  clad  in  womans  apparel! ,fo  farre  as  to  fol-  2^/Li.lib.^. 

Tit. 9.  * This  I have  heard  credibly  reported  of  a Scholler  of  Layiiol  Colledge, 
and  I doubt  r^jt  but  it  may  be  verified  of  divers  others# 
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Itcnc  them  by  wordsyby  Let  ter  st  even  aft  uully  to  abufe  them • 

All  which  give  doleful!  ttftimony  to  this  experimental 

reafon,  which  fhould  make  this  very  putting  on  of  wo- 

* Calvin.  Bating-  mans  apparell  on  Boyes,to  ad  a Play,  for  ever  execra- 
ton*  erijnsytlio,  ble  to  all  chaft  Chriftian  hearts.  Hence  is  it,  a that  fun  dry 
^Vowwim  ^Lah 1 t*arned  Dtvines  annex  this  text  of  Deuteronomy  to  the  y,Com~ 
Jwcs  & others  WAvdementj  a s a m or  rail  precept  founded  upon  the  very  Law  of 
on  the  7. Com-  nature;  becaufe  mens  putting  on  of  womans  rayment  is  a temp - 
mandement,  tation , an-inducement  not  onelj  to  adultery , but  to  the  beaftly 
Ts.RemsldsO-  ftnre  of  Sod^me,  which  (iaith  b Lattanttus ) if  moft  properly 
verthrow,  ac.  caped  adultery,  becaufe  tt  is  c unnaturall.  Yea  hence  (as 
^ Parumenim  d fim  have  iruely  obferved)  thofe  ragmen  who  put  on  mens , 
vi'debatur  ft  in  and  men  who  put  on  womens  apparel, are  laid  in  this  text, not 
expngmnda  onely  to  be  abominable,  but  even,  to  be  an  abomination,  in 
teminarii  pu-  the  abftrad,  to  the  Lord  their  God ; because  it  is  an  occafion 
fus  cff'tac  tur"  a Vl0^n*  provocation  to  that  mondr  one  nnparalleld  finne  of 
pis^nifi  etiam  Sodomy , ( h fans  defeat  tnterpretauo  erubuit  ratio , cent  i cun 
fexuifuo  ini'u-  oratto.)  which  the  following/  chapter,  with  fever all  g *- 
ri .im  faceret.  ther  Scnptures,  cxprefly  ftile  ; an  abomination  to  the  Lord 
Hoc  eft  vc rum  0Hr  g6^  $incc  then  ft  is  abundantly  evident  by  alfthefe 
fit  contra  nam-  premifes,  (and  I fuppofe  by  many  Players  and  Play- 
ram,  H sc  qui  haunters  particular  experience)  that  mens  putting  on  of 

feci:,v:cierimus  womans  apparell  (h  especially  to  aEl  a Whores,  a Baudes , or 
an  max j mus.  Sweet-hearts  womamfh  wanton  part  upon  the  Stage,  where  all 
no^eft  d 11115 / fbilicitations,and  inefcating  alledivcs  toimclean- 

faRelizl&i  cep'  nt^c  ^oe  accompany  it,)  u>  a preparative, an  incendiary,  net 
j ejag,  5 6.  wlj  to  fun  dry  noyforr.  e tufts  Jo  jpeculativeyo  prafticall  adultery , 

* Cogstandum  rvhorcdome , Und  the  like ; but  even  to  the  moft  abominable  m- 
eft  mafculoiu 

ad  mafcuioSjSc  fsejiiinarum  ad  fa?minas  focietatem  prater  naturam  efle,  & facinus 
corum  qui  pvimi  ab  Yoliiptaris  inconrinentiam  id  aufiiaerunt.  Omnes  eeuidem 
Cretenuum  de  Ganymede  fabulam  damncmus,velut  qui  talem  rntioncm  in  ea  in.  1 
nuennt  ur  cu  leges  a love  ipfis  tradir#  credantur  hanc  tabula  contra  Iovem  effinx-  1 
crwnt,  quo  fequetes  Deum,etiam  hac  voluptate  renerenrur.  Valeat  igitur  hjec  fa-  . 
hula  T!:io L(gumrDi&!og>'i  p-7*)i. See  Rom.  1.16,17.  d I bihjudaui  De  Specialibus  j 
Legibus.p.ioj8.io:y,;0^o.D  Remolds  Overthrow  of  Stage-plsyes.  p.  1 j.  e bed*-  I 
luism  t Cor  6.  f.Dcur.23.  17,18.  8 Levit.i  8.2.2,23,24.  ib-ing.14  z4.P2ech.1C50.  J 

* DMns'ds Overthrow  o£  Stage- playcs,j>.i c.i  j, &c.  Gtfjhn  his  Hayes  Confuted,  j 
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ft  at  nr  all  Jinne  of  Sodom,  * to  which  mens  imbred  corruption,  (as  i calm  Rhod. 
good  Authors  teftifie)  u over-prone;  as  the  deteftabie  Antiq.  Left.l, 
examples  of  the  flagitious  k Sodomites , 1 Canaanites , 1 f-  cap  8. 9. 
m I ewes,  n Gent  ties Cortnthtans,  P Italians , <1  Turkes,  rPer-  ^w^.DlP* 
fans, i Grecians, 1 Tartars , “ Cbtnoyesy  * 7 Pcguans,  cap 7/28^  * 

2 Floridians  y 2 ancient  Romans , b t Moores  in  Barbary , Plutarthi  Aim- 
c Cjayrtans,  * Peruvian jy  c lupiter  and  bis  Ganymedes,  the  tori  as.  D.flci- 
f ancient  Priefts  of  Venus,  tSardanapalus,  ^ Nero  and  his  neMsSc  Gojjun 
Sporus,  * Heltogabalqs,  and  k : yea  the  frequent  JBJJ  j1’ 

Sodomiticall  wickednelTes  of  fundry  1 mboly-T opesy  Ezech.16.jo. 
Cardinals,  Poptfh  * Bifysps,  Abbots , Priefts,  Frier s,  Monies,  Iude  7. 
(fuch-are  the  unchait  fruits  of  their  vowed  and  much-  1 bcvit  18.22  ; 

X4.Hph,4*i9. 

m Deut.i3.i75r8.Iudg.i  9.11514,2?.  1 King.i4.t4. 2 King.ij  7-  n Rom  1.24.1  5, 

# 27.Eph.419.  0 1 Cor.6.9  iojii,  P \Alvarws  Pehg.  l.i.  Ajrtic.i  p.89.  Bp.  Babington 
on  the  7.Comandement  Burton  Melancholy,  pars  $.fcft,2.p  408  Hcylins  Geog.p.15  £♦ 

8 Lonicerus  Tnrc  Hift  l.i.c  17.  Busbcquius  Ep  3 p.i3  4.to  1 qo.Purcbas  Pilg  1. 3. c.  10.13. 
r Athtnxus  Dipn.l.i3.c.i7.i8x*/;«$Rhocl  Antiq.Lcct.l  25 .c.9.Hercdoti}Cho,Purchas 
Pilg.l.4.c.7. 1 ?luiarebi,GrylIuSj8c  AmatoriusAtbenahs  Dipn.  1. 13.  c.27.  Calius Rhod, 
Antiq. Left. 1. 1 5.0.9. c Munfteri  Cofmogr.l,5.c,io6.p.i  221 . Purchas  Pilg.  1,4. 0.13. 
u Purchas  Pi!g.l.4.c«i9. 1.’J/tff0Legum.Dial,2.p.79iv<4f^«.t'#i  Dipn. 1. 1 3.0 .27  .An- 
ftot,Polir.l,24c.8/<€/w2  Rhod.Antiq.Left  ,l.i  5 .c.9.  7 Purebas  Pilg.l .5.0,3 . 2 [>ur- 
cbas  Piig.1,8  ,c,7 . 2 PbiloludauSyDe  Vita  Cont.p.i2o8,toim.  Atbenaus  Dipn.1,13. 
cap.27  .Caliut  Rhod.Ant.Left.l.i  5.0.8  ,.9.  Burtons  Melancholy,  pars  3 .feft, 2^.408, 
409,^  Purebas  Pilg.l  ,6  .c.n  Purebas  Pilg .1 .9.0.1  d Purckas  Pilg.l .9 «c.i  1 . * Plato 

Legu.Dnidg.2,p,79i,Irtft*«fiwDefnllaRclig.c.io,i  1 „ lulm s Fimieus,  De  Errore 
Profnn.Rclig.c.i  3 . ilulius  Fimicus,  lb.  c.4 .Scdulius  in  i Cor. 6.  Etifcbnss  De  Vita 
Conftmt.1.3  ,c.^3  .PurchM  Pilg ,1.4 .c.7 .6  luftin  Hilt  .1.1  .Atbcnaus  Dipn.l.ix.c.i  3., 
i4,0r^jHift.l,i .c.19.  h Suctenij  lyeraXc&.iG . Zoflaras  Anna*. Tom. if  fol,98,b. 
Eutropws  1.9,1*01,104.  i Lampridy  !k  GrimftonjHcliogabalus^Bkrtons  Mclancholy,pars  3, 
feft  .2  .p.408  .Vice  ,<thn*us  Dipn.l.i  i.e.j .l.i  3.0,27 .28  .Plutanbii.GryBus  ScAmatoms^ 
Suetonij  Ga^left.?  i.trf/itfjRhod.Antiq.L  cft.l.iy.c.S  ,9.  Burton  Melancholy,  pag,, 
408,409 ,1  See  Luitprand'i 1 s HiR,I.6.c.6,7.P/<i/bM  in  lo'mne  13  .Guicchrdins  Hilt.l.t 
Fafciculus  TemponijOnus  Ecclelias  .0,10.21  2 ; , J De  Scriptor,  Brit.  Cen,  2. 
p.6o*,Aftsof  Engldh  Votaries, l.i  .£.8,65 ,7  ul.i.f.6, 19, 58, *9,62,1 1 7 , His  A- 
poiogy.fol,5 .6,24.  Agrip  De  Vanitate  Cciencurum.  cap.  63 .6 4 . Mvaru s Pclagius, 
lib. 2. Artie  ,2  f.8  3 .JohnWhites  VVay.h.fcft.5  p.numb.c?,  10.&  Defence,  of  the  VVay^ 
ch  p.?  .numb, 1,3.  P>p. Mortons  Protelbn:s  Appeale,lib.i  .c^p.!.  feft. 36,800.  Ma- 
ftcr  Cookes  More  worke  for  a MaiTe-Prieft,  feft.  32 , Burtons  Melancholy,  pag.  408 , 
4°9«  * J<hamics  DcCafa,  Bifhop  of  Beneventum  wrote  a Booke  in  defence *of 
Sodomy, where  he  ftilcs  it  a fweet  finne, proclaiming  with  :1L  that  hec  never  ufed  . 
anv  o her  of  this  nature,  but  this  onely.  Burtons  Melancholy,  page  408,  See 
Aivarui  'Pdagius  Da  Planftu  Ecclefiae,fcft.i.fol.8  3, 
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® Lem.i8.»*,  admired  chaftity:)  together  with  the  frequent  inhtbtii* 
2 * >% ons , Laves  dr  Edtcls  agatn/i  this  prodigious  vtKany  in  m Scrtp- 
liito tUres>  n Gouncels  ° Heathen  Statcj,  and  in  our  Engiidi 
14*14,  * kin<*!  ^ Statutes,  (which  have  made  it  capitaH,  as  a late  example 
*$«7,Ezech,i£.  of  a memorable  ad  of  iuftice  on  an  Englifh  Peere  can 
jojtom.i  14,  witnes)  doe  more  then  teftifie  ; it  cannot  but  bee  in- 
\ qYi*G  il°r*  excufably  ^in^» b°th  *n  tbe  eyes  of  God,  who  litteral- 
i9*Eph4i  .3 ly  prohibits  it ; and  in  the  fight  of  naturally  much  more 
19.luJc7.C0L3  of  Chriltian  men,  who  cannot  but  detell  it.  And  fo  by 
t-  f'&M.By fields  confequence  the  Playes  themfelves  which  are  aded  in 
Bxpoimo.j  b*  fuchapparell  (as  all  our  Mafques  and  Stage-piayes  for 
Conft^A1  oft*  tbc  mo^  Part  are)  mu^  queftionleffe  bee  linnefull,  yea 
1^7 ,0.3! Conn I.'  abominable,  as  mens  putting  on  of  womans  apparell  is. 
Elibcrinu.  CL  Thus  al  the  fore-alleaged  Councels,Fathers, Authors,do 
71.C0nc1i.An-  from  hence  conclude, &fomuft  Ifromallthe  premifes. 
cyranum.  Can  * jf  any  now  objed,  that  it  is  farre  better,  farre  more 

rus  pslTi  fu  commen^ab^e  for  Boyes  to  ad:  in  womans  attire,  then 
Planet i?Ec- c to  bring  women-Adors  on  the  Stage  to  perfonate  fe- 
clcfias.Ui.Af-  male  parts;  a pradice  much  in  ufe  in  former  times  a- 
tic.a.  101,83.  mong  the  0 Greekes , and  P Romans • who  had  their  q Mu 
°Athcnxus  their  Scentca  ntulieres , or  women-Adors  ( who 

*8 ^vUtarc^7  WCre  r notor*eus  impudent,  profiituted  Strumpets,)  efpeci- 
Amatonus  uli-  *n  their < Floralsan  Enterludesps  they  havenow  their 
r s Rhodig , Antiq .Led ,1  ,i  5 .c  .8  '9 . p iy  ,H,8  .c,6.v8.H,8 .c.i  .&  8.0,7. 31. 

H,8,c,3,2,,Sc  3,Edt6.c,i9,y.Eliz.c,7,°  Mulieres  autem  nado  atq;  operto  capitc 
populu  abfq;  rubore  alloquutur  tantaq;  praemeditatione  impudemia  alcifcunt,tan- 
tamqj  lafeiviam  in  audientiu  atq;  videnaum  animos  infundunt,  ur  uno  omnes  ani- 
*^0  radicitus  modellia  e mentibus  e/ellere,  dedecore  muliebrem  naturam  afficere, 
perniciofa  yoluptatc  cupiditates  fuas  implere  conari  videantur.  Cbryfoft.  Hem . 38 
Mat. Tom. i. p .19S  £. Sec  Tbsopbyla&.Sc  Qecumemus imTim.i  ,9  .accordingly  .&  Cfery- 
fifl.H0m.11  .in  1 Cor.  P Summa  gratia  eius  de  fpurcitia  concinnatacft,  qua  mi- 
mus  etiam  per  mulieres  reprasfentat  fexum  pudoris  exterminans,  ut  facilius  domi 
quain  in  feena  erubetcxnt.Tertul.Dt  Sptttxc.e  .17 . q Heroes Serm  J.r  .Satyr.i*  p.163. 
v.i.MimjejSc  qua;  Iudibrio  corporis  fui  quxftu  faciunt,publice  habitu  earu  virgi- 
uum  qua;  Deo  dicata;  funt,non  ucantnr. Iufiin.Cod/cis  J.i „ Tit. 7 . . See  lujtimani 

Nevcl.io+.Sc  98.  & Bklengcws De  Theatro.I.i.c.yo.yi,*  Chryfofl .Horn ,r  i.in  r.Fp. 
ad  Cor.Tertul.Dc  Speftaculis,c,i7.B#fcwge>#j  De  TheatroJa.c.yo.yi  JufiinimNo- 
vel.9S.8c  10 ^.fajfiodorks variarn J.7 .Epifl.io . c Owd.Faflorum.  lib.y  .pag.189,190. 
Laftemtm  De  Falia.Relig.l.i.c.to/Iuvenal.Satyr,^.  Bulcngerus  De  Theatro,  lib.r , 
,c » 7 o .Ltsdaulctii  Vives.Nots  in  Auiafl.Dc  CivJ)eidib.i,c,8, 
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ftmale-Players  in  Italy,  and  other  forraigne  parts,  and  * In  Michael, 
as  they  had  fuch  French-women  d&orsjn  a Play  ‘not  long  u 
fince  perlonattd  in  Blacke-frienP  lay-houfe^to  which  there  ♦ $^0 2 Z^*5 
was  great  reiort.  . # 3>e  lure  Con- 

I arilwer  hrft,that  the  very  ground  of  this  objedion  fcietias.Us.c.^ 
is falle, unlefle the  objedors  can  manifeft  it  to  bee  a 
greater  abomination,  a more  deteftable  damning  finne,  w 
for  a woman  to  ad  a females  part  upon  the  Stage,  then  jgri^pa  De  Va- 
for a Boy  to  put  on  a womans  appareIl,perfon  and  be-  mtare  Scienri- 
haviour,to  ad  a feminine  part  ;■  which  the  u Scripture  aru.l.  c.6^.6^ 
exprefly  prohibit  as  an  abomination  to  the  Lor d our  God:  or  Adolefcetibus 
unlefle  they  can  prove  an  irritation,  an  inducement  to 
Sodomy, to  lelfe-pollution  (in  thought  atlealf  if not  in  intralanaaHc- 
ad,)  a kffer  finne,  a more  toilerable  evili,  then  * manntfh  clefia  mulri  re- 
impudcncj)  or  a temptation  to  whoredome,and  adultery:  Jigiofi  &clcnci 
w hich  none  can  evidence.  mluis  latebm 

Secondly, admit  men-  Adors  in  womens  attire,are  not  ^ HcV^m  iu 
altogether  io  bad,fo  difcominendable  as  women  Stage-  plxrifqs  civita- 
players ; yet  (inceboth  of  them  are  evili,  yea  extremely  tibusmaxime " 
vitious,  neither  of  them  necefl'ary,  both  fuperfluous  as  in  Italia,publi. 
all  Play es  and  Players  ai  e ; the  fuperabundant  finfulfieffe  ce^ucclam°d°, 
ofthe  one,  can  neither  iuftifie  thelawfulneffe,  nor  exte-  nffiil  conft mil 
nuate  the  wickednefle  of  the  other.  It  is  no  good  argu-  nnt,&palcftra ; 
ment  to  lay,  Adultery  is  worfethen  Ample  Fornication:  in  illius  fiagitTj 
Sodomy  with  fuch  ether  unnatural!  wickednefTes  abominatione 
are  farre  more  abominable  then  adultery:  therefore  *eexercetcs,& 
fornication  and  adultery  are  lawfll  and  may  ftill  be  toU  ephcbirSrtfin 
berated  (as  they  are  in  beaftly  u Rome,  the  very  Sink?,  the  lupanari  pond- 
Stcwesand  Nurfery  of  all  fuch  unc!eame(fe"y  which  fhould  tur  .shares  Pc- 
caufc  all  Chnftiai  s to  detefl  this51  wborcy  together  with  la$>m De 
her  head,her  Pope,  her  *fnpreme  Pander : ) becaufe  the 

Ibid.  See  1.  before,  * Roma  quail  gurges  fafnioni.Fpifc.Cbcmfflfis.  Onus  £cckji<e.  c. 
r 9 feft.  8 . & Carolus  Molw/eus  $ mutw-conf> Ita  F ranch*  centra  abifut  Faparitm.  pag.  251, 

>’  Rev  1 7.1,2.  xSeci  & recentioiibus  tepofibus  Sixtws  Pontifex  Maximus  Roms  no- 
bile  .idmodu  lupanar  extruxit,&c.In  Italia  etia  Komana  fcorn  in  lingulas  hebdo~ 
mad  s iuliupedent  Potifici,qui  cefus  anniuis  nonniiquaviginti  m ill  1 a ducat  us  exce- 
dit,adeoq}Eccleliae  proceed  id  munus  ett,ut  nna  etia  cum  Ecclefiarii pronetibus  etia 
ienocinioru ntimeret  mercede3 6c c,  Jgip  m TiM.p.67 
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tranfcendent  badneffe  of  the  one,  doth  neither  expiate 
nor  extenuate  the  finfulneffe  of  the  other.  Yet  this  is 
the  p relent  objedion  in  effed ; Female- Adors,  are 
worlethen  male- Adors  arrayed  in  womans  apparell; 
therefore  they  are  tolerable,  if  not  lawful!.  Whereas 
this  Ihould  rather  bee  the  conclufion  (with  which  I 
will  clofe  up  this  Scene;)  both  of  them  are  abominable 
both  intolierable,  neither  of  them  laudable  or  neceffary  ; 
therefore  both  of  them  to  bee  abandoned,  neither  of 
them  to  be  henceforth  tollerated  among  Chriftians, 


Actvs  5.  Sceka  Septima. 


Argument* 

22. 


\ 


SEcondly,  as  Stage-playes  are  thus  unlawfull,  in  re- 
gard of  the  womaniiifhneflc,  fo  likewife  are  they  in 
relped  of  the  coftly  gawdinefle,  the  immodeft  iafeivi- 
ouliieffe,  the  fantaftique  ftrangeneffe,  the  meretricious, 
effeminate  luft-provoking  falliions  of  that  apparell 
wherein  they  are  commonly  aded  and  frequented : 
from  whence  I fhall  deduce  this  23.  Argument  againrt 
Stage-playes. 

Thofe  PI  ayes  which  are  ufually  aded  and  frequented 
in  over-coftly  effeminate , Grange, meretricious, 
luft-exciting  apparell, are  queftionleffe  unfeemely* 
yea  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians. 

But  our  ordinary  Theatricall  Enterludes,  are  for  the 
mod  part  aded  and  frequented  in  ftich  apparell. 
Therefore  they  are  queftionleffe  unfeemely,  yea  un- 
lawful! unto  Chriftians. 

The  Major  is  warranted  not  onely  by  Deut. 22.5.  I fay 
3.1 6 jo  24.  Zepb*  1.8.  2 King . 9.30.  Prov.y  .10.  ^'.4.30, 
EwA.23.40, 41.  5.  17/W.2.4,  io.  I Fct. 3.3. 

which 
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which  condemne  all  fuch  apparell,  as  nnbefeem;ng 
Chriftians  : But  like  wile  by  Tertttllian , De  Habit*  Aiu - 
d*  C#/f*  Famtnarnm.lib,  Pbtlo  InaaiHy  De  Fortitu - 
dmefitb.  fag  2CC5.  1CC6.  d D*  Adirccde  A'lerctricis  non  * Non  eft  mu- 
acctptenda  in facrarinm.hb  p.  1 1 6 1 . 1 1 62. By  Clemens  Alex-  her is  fed  mcrc- 
andritwt  Padag.ltb.i  c.iO.lz.  & * lib.  ■$.  cap  a. to  9 li.By  tr,cis  illud  m- 
Ciprtan  De  Habit  h Virgmum./ib.  By  mbrofi  De  In  fit:,  n^diftudium 
Virginis,&  De  Virgtmbm.ltb.^.  By  Bafil,  Afcetica.cap.  12.  lbidc  i.  Mulie- 
d*  Comment,  in  Efay.c.%.  By  rfi{az,ienz,en  Oratto  27.  p.460.  rem  mmime 
d*  Adverftu  t_fttulicres  ambniofins Jefe or nantes.  p.  992 ,d?c.  deceat  tortos 
which  I would  our  plaiftered  pompous  Iez*sbds  would  C1“ies> 
perufe.  By  Cynllui  Alexandrine  in  IieJ at am  iib.J.c  g.  By  nudir^ne  fuT* 
Hicrom . Epift.y.c.^,  Epift.B.  c. 5.10.  Epift.  10.  c.i.  g . decoris  & ufn- 
] £.c.2.  Epift.  2$.  & Adverftu  Uvinianumx  9*  By  Cbryfo-  cij  obhra  vi- 
Hoiru^i.in  tJMattb.  cr  HomS^.tn  \Ttm.z.  By  A*-  deatur,&c* 
gufttne  De  DoZlnna  Cbr»ftianal.^c.2J.&  Epift  73  -By  F*U  ^mfmulic  es 
gentius  Epift.  ad cProbam.  By  Bernard,  De  Afcdo  Vivendi  Chriftian-V* 
Sermo  9.  By  Primafim , mbrofe , Sedultm , Remignu,  Theo - quis  decet  cum 
doret  ,heda,Haymo , Rabantu  (JAlanrHSyTbeophyla[\,Oecti-  verecundu  & 
TxeniHsyAn{clmciGloffa  Or^wdr/^L^r^Mafttr  lebn  Calvin,  fobnetare  or- 
CMarlorat , Aretius , Dana»s,  Mayer,  Byfield,  and  moil  o-  bo^ore™ 
ther  Commentators, on  the  1 7>w.2  9.  and  on  the  1 /Vf.  pi-0fiteri,m«c- 
f .3 . By  Alexander  A*  UnftsfiV hcclogta  Suva,  pars  ep.fhtaft.  tricio  more  in- 
1 1.  Artie. ifeR/\.  Alexander  Fabrttius  Deftrullortum  vitio-  tons  crinibus 
rum.pars  C.c. 2 CP.  fKAlvarm  Pelagias  De  J Unfits  Ecclefia.  ^Pai~ 

lib.  2.  Artic.J  6*  /0/.25  O.  Ljdij  Walden  pa.  pars  2 pag.  358.  fev  1 1 in 
tineas  Sylvius. Epift.  lib  I.  Epft.  1 66.  Joannes  Fredettcus y nuiti  is  poj  ulo 
De  LuxuVeftinm.hb.  By.Bifhop  Hpopery Biihop  Babtng-  expm.ere.  Ideo 
ten , Matter  Perkins,  Dod,'Downham , Bnnfly , Lake,  non  tpn  11  V1*- 

Elton AVilltams,  on  the  7 . Command? metzt,  and  iundry  o-  ghiesfedaiam 
ther  Diuines  in  their  Treats  fa"  of  Apparell  Vrtde  and  Lux-  nlVnrV  IITT* 
ury,  and  in  their  Expofitions  on  ifiiy  3 and  the  tore-quoted  mu  vclaus  ca- 
Scriptures ; who  abfofutely  cenfure,  the  very  t*Je  ana  vrea-  pmbus  ac  pe- 
riny  of  finch  apparell  (much  more  the  ordinary  abufeofit  ^°rt(Potith- 
j[n  lafciuious  Eiittnudes)  as  a being  the  incendiary  of  In fi, the  ^ 

hibemus,&c.  Syr.oduiTuYon'ica.An  158^.  A\ ud  BochtUu.Dxrcta  SccU.Gal.1 6.Tit.p.c.n. 
Vid.Ccml  Bitur,:j$4.Jb:d.C'ii.*  See  My  VnloYchnefle  of  Lcve-locks  p.4^.to  5§> 
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b Non  de iiitc-  fr^ntatten o'  pride,  tb*  occafionof  adultery , the  b bidqe  oftn - 
graconlcientia  conttnency:  concluding  it  ie  be  altogether  tin  law full  for  chaffy 
venK  ftudium  for  fiber  Ch  iflians\and  fit  for  none  but  Strunpds,  c who  are 
p acedi  perdc-  com/^only  Wdf}  coke  ft  tn  their  attires , tnoft  gawdy  and  new- 
ralucr  l^trita- **  tri  their  clothes,  W hence  they  d applaud  the  Laccde- 

toic  1 ibid  mis  womans  law;  that  none  but  common  p'cfhiuted  Strumpets 
fa. mis, Ter  tul,  fbould  weare  any  coftly  or  glorious  apparell ; the  better  to  deter 
Ve  Cults  Farm-  all  ch  a fie  and  job  er  perfons  from  it.  A law  which  would 
c^o-n  ^ifcioru  wc^  befit  our  Nation,  our  times,  which  c Proteus-like 
infi  miaxieno  are  alwayes  changing  fhape  and  fafhion,  and  like  the 
cinia  fucorum,  Moone,appeare  from  day  to  day  in  different  formes, 
non  nifipiofti.  The  Minor  is  evident  by  experience;  which  findes 
tuns  & impu-  an  whole  Wardrobe  of  all  gawdy,  pompous  veftments; 

a confluence  of  all  whorifh,  fmmodeft,  lufl>provoking 
nul  Ur  urn  fere  attires ; a iirange  variety  of  all  effeminate,  lewde,  fan- 
pr'eciofiorcul-  taltique,outlandiflh  apiih  fafhions,  (or  difguifes  rather) 
tus  eft,  qium  at  the  Piay-houfe;  fuificient  to  excite  a very  hell  of  noy- 
^inrum  pudor  fome  lufts  in  the  moft  mortified  Actors  and  Spectators 
DcH^bnl^vt*  bowels:  T°  this  we  mayadde  theverdift  of  the  Fa- 
vtum.  lib.  ~ thers,  who  cenfured  the  Playes  in  their  times,  even 
f Laudoego  & from  the  quality  of  the  apparell  in  which  they  were 
admiror  vecc-  ailed.  Wltnes  Clemens  Alexandrmus  ; who  as  f he  reieCls 
rum  Laced.e-  4//  coflly  tmmodeft  apparell,  as  fit  for  no  place  but  the  Stexxcs , 
monioi\i  7t  ci-  Qy  . iQ  fa  COndtmnes , nA  only  g Playes  themfelves  : but 
foils  merjetri-  €Ven  t”e  g delicacy , the  effeminacy,  the  coftlinejje  and  lufiful- 
cibus  floridas  neffe  of  that  apparell  wherein  they  were  acled.  W itnes  h 7Vr- 

veftes  Sl  aurii  tullian , who  writes  ; That  in  all  Enterludes  there  is  nothing 

round  u gtil.ire 

permilitj  a probis  mulicribus  mundi  ftudiurri  auferens,  quod  folis  meretricibus  fe 
or  n ire  concederet.C/fW^J  Alcxandr.P<edag.lA,c.i o. See  Athenaw'Vipmf . lib  pi  i cap.6. 
* b-c  PurchasVi\'yr.c.\6  .zj  ^ i , f P.sedag.l.i.c.io.  & i. ; .c.  1. 3 . l i«&  Pasdag.I.i.c  11. 
sFra&is  quidem  & ene-rvatis  his  filtatoribus,qui  cynxdicam  turpitudine  mutant 
in  feenam  tran$ferunt,,veftem  cum  tanto  dedecore  ditfluentiu  defpicamibuSjquibui 
exquifita?  veftcs,fimbnaruqj  dilationcs,&  curiofi  figuraru  numeri^illiberale  ac  for* 
dida  fyrmatu  moilinem indicant. Veftes  autem  qux  funt  floribus  fimiles  Bacchicis 
nugisySf  miiioru  myfterijs  relinquendx  funtrdeinde  verb  purpura  & vafa  argentei, 
funt^ut  dicir  ComicusJTrag.'pdiSj&  nonvitse  utilia,$cc.  Tadag.l.i.c.io.  h Imoin 
Omni  fpedaculo  nullum  magis  fcandalum  occurret,  quam  ipfe  ilie  virorum 
ac  mulierum  accuratior  culcus,  icmtiilas  hbidmom  conflabellans.  VeSpeUa- 
iulUcAp.  t j. 


mare 
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more  fcandalous  mere  pernicious*  then  the  over-curtout  attire 

of  men  andwmeft(  both  Acflors  amd  Spectators)  which  did 

Mow  up  (park*  of  luft.  Witnes  S*  Lhryfoftme,  who  in- 

formes  vs,  * That  the  apparellufed  in  SPlay 'houfes  it  moft  3 t-unda  dm- 

itwde,  la fcivious.  filthy  • whence  he  ftiles  it,  Vtftttm  Sat  a-  phcitcr  qu*.  ibi 

nicusy  Satanicalt  array.  W itnes  k Syne  fins  who  gives  the 

title  of  Sctmcus  ornatus , to  gawdie,  new-fangled,  ftVCUs5&c;  otp_ 

fw  aggering  apparell,  becaufe  Players  array  was  Inch,  mainquauupi 

Witnes  TheopkiUft  , Oecumoms,  C hr y (oft once , on  the  l^cm.i  plena 

j Tim.  2.  p.  viz,.  In  like  manner  aifo,  that  women aderne 

t hen f elves  in  modeft apparel, not  with  br aider ed  haire^cr gold %or 

coftLy  attire ; (a  text  which  our  Englifh  Ladies  have  k De  Regno,  l. 

long  fine t forgotten  ,tf  not  reiefted , as  favoring  ofPurita-  BibhPatAim. 

nilmt  and  over-ftri(t  precilcnefle; ) where  thus  they  ^onM»prsi. 

write  : That  women  rr  uft  come  to  [lurch  (and  I would  our 

frizled,  pouldrtd,  fhorne,  lwaggering  Lafks,  1 who  are  te  ^ iubca^ 

never  paw dter  or  compter  then  tn  Churches , would  remem-  dant  opera  di- 

ber  it)  m not  with  broidered  haire,  or  gold,  or  crftly  attire  ; for  ligenter  ema- 

they  come  there,  to  pray , not  to  dance.  They  come  to  crave  the  cuJf 

forgive  hefje  of  their  Jinxes  yand  [hall  they  then  adorne  thtmfili/es 

like  comic  all  women > at  if  they  were  enlrtng  into  a T'/ay-heufe  cu[0fam  m Vpfa 

to  aft  a part?  Cut  therefore  from  thee  all  this  counter  ft  it  mg,  facraria  pem- 

circnmctfe from  thee  all  this  demeanour  of  the  Stage  and  tiflltna  infetre 

Players  i for  Cjodis  not  mocked.  Ihtfe  things  are  to  be  left  to  v^n£Ur‘ 

* Players  a*d ( Dancers , and  to  thofe  who  are  corner  (ant  in  the 

Propc  periculofius  eft  lafeivis  puellis,ad  loca  leligicnis,  qurm  in  publicum  proce- 
dae. Hcirom  Epifi  S.eap.j  o.  m Non  mtortis  crinibus,5cc.  Vemtcnun  utoict:,  non 
ut  tripudier;  Venifti  petitura  peccatorum  remiflicnem,  at  tanquam  icenam  lis  in- 
greflura comica  mulier,te  exornas  ? Tbecfhilaft.lbid.  Ncn  imortis  crimbus.  Non 
enim  in  Theatrum,inqim,  venifti,  Ted  ut  peccatama  detleres  : non  eft  autem  pie- 
ciodtas  fupplex  habitus, neq;  iugentis  peccata,eft  ornsrpenti  intc  arrogantia.  Qucd 
ft  haseprohibuit  quae  diviuas  tantum  oftendunt,multd  magis  cuncfa  ccpervtrfa, 
veluti  funt  infefticnes  genarum^pidhiije  oeuloru,  perfi  dus  inccflus,  mereriicius 
turn  oils  nmifttis,Zona  curidfior,calcei  diftrafti,6ve  diflYiflj,Nam  nsec  omui.'.,  in 
eo  quod  dixit  jin  arnftu  decenti. Oecumcnim  Jbid.  Ncn  in  tort-is  crmibus,&c.  Am- 
pun  omnem  eiufinodi  ftmulationern,circumcjde  abs  te  ©jnnem  ilium  icer.x  atque 
hiftrionum  geftum.  Deus  enim  ncn  irridetur.  Ifta  mimis  & faltatoribus,&  his  cm 
infeena  vcrtantur,ielinquenda  funt  : fobriae  ntque  ornatx  mulieri,  nihil  calc  ccn- 
gruit.  Cbryfojl.fim.% . in  i Tim  z.Tom  4 Col.i  3 48  .A.  ud.  ibidem. 
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ft  Ecclefiaft. 
Hift.I  2.  c.27. 
To.i.p.i  7 f.H, 
0 Fi.Vopifci 
Carmus  p.449. 
P Spedatum  ve- 
niunr,  veniunt 
fpcdemur  ut 
ipfe,&c. 


PI  ay -bo  tife : no  [neb  thing  is  [stable  to  a chajle  and  Jobtr  too- 
wan.  An  unanfwerablc  Argument,  that  ialcivious  dref- 
fes,  and  rich  immodeif,  new-fangled  apparel!  misbe- 
feeming  Chriftians,  were  much  in  ufe  in  Plaves  and 
Piay-houfes.  This  n Theodoret,  0 Vepifctts,  P Ovid , <1  Ho- 
race, r Invenal^  with  Sundry  others  teftifie,  of  which  you 
may  rcadc  more  largely  in  the  third  and  fixt  Scene  of 
this  prefent  Ad.  Ail  which  fuiSciently  evidence  the 
truth  of  the  Aflumption;  andfo  by  confequence  ofthe 
Conckifion too;  which  needs  no  further  proofe  to 
backe  it. 


•drtestmandt  lib. r.  Max  trnhuur  manibusregum  forttm.i  rctortis,EfTeda  fcftiriac, 
pilenta,j»etoi:rita, naves  ; Captiuum  portatur  cbur,captiva  C'orinchus,Divitixq;  pe* 
regima:  Eftftd  i.EpiJl,i,p.i%  r Aiqualis  habitus  illic,iimi]emq,  videbis,  Ore  he- 
ittam  & populu  : Ric  ultra  vires  habitus  inter  : hicaliquid  plus  quam  Tatis  eftj&c., 
Sdtyr.j.p.13 , r Vlutar chm  Dc  tarda  Dei  vindiCt  lib.  Pollux ,'ih  4 cap.  j 8.  Sidoniuiilb.i. 
tyijl.  z.BHlmgerui>De  Theatro/ib.  1 <cap.  j 6,  D.  Rackyvcls  ySpologie,  lib, 4 ,r.8  fett.  3 4 , 


Act  vs  5.  Scena  Octava, 

5 Nunc  aurem  *TpHe  fourth  thing  confiderable  in  the  marffier  of  ad~ 
faltat  vir?o  in  jng  Stage-playes,  is  the  adjunds,the  Cocomitauts 
luvenum  im^ u°  which  ufually  attend  it,  the  firli  whereof,  is,  lafeivioirs 
dicoru,  & non*  mm, effeminate  Dancingon  the  Stage,  not  men  with 
tibrmagjsvide-  women  on dy,  or  rather  with  Whores  cr  perfons  wore  inf  a- 
tur  infamisqua  mons,  (for  fneh  are  all thofe females  in  1 Saint  Chryfoftomes 
Meretr ixtebry-  judgement , who  dare  d'ince  pubhkelj  on  a Theater  ; ) but  c- 
ven  men  with  boyes  in  womans  attire, reprefenting the 
Co'.  1 f c,  perfons  of  lev/de  notorious  Strumpets  : whence  I af- 
uirgumel*  fume  this  23.  Argument  againft  our  publike  Enter- 
23.  hides. 

Thole  Playes  which  are  commonly  attended  and  fet 

forth; 
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forthwith  lafcivious,  mi  xt,  effeminate,  amorous 
dancingjeither  of  men  with  women,  or  youthes  in 
womens  appardl,  are  undoubtedly  linfull,  yea  ut- 
terly unlawhill  unto  Chriftians. 

But  all  our  popular  Stage-playes  are  commonfy  thus 
attended  and  fet  forth. 

Therefore  they  are  undoubtedly  finfufl,  yea  utterly 
unlawfull  unto  Chriftians. 

The  Major  is  irrefragable, becaufe  all  mixt  effeminate, 
lafcivious,  amorous  dancing,  ( u efpecially  with  beauttfuH  u^cc  Demids 
women %or  boy es  mojr  exejatfftely  adorned  m an  tnejeattng  wo - jjn&c-fd 
mxntfb  Drejje  on  the  open  Stage,  where  arc  fwarmes  of  p.^to  16.13 6 
IuftfuU  Spectators,  whole  unchafte  unruly  lufts  are  apt  accordingly, 
to  be  enflamed  with  every  wanton  gelhirc,.  fmile,  or  x d 
pace,  * much  more  wtb  amyous  damces\  ) is  utterly  un-  °J-C«r^s  ijs  qui 
lawfull  unto  Chriftians,  to  chafte  and  lobe  r perlons  , as  °uju^  iniLxc- 
fiindry  Councels,  Fathers,  moderne  Chriftian,  with  an-  runt  tamum 
ciewt  Pagan  Authors  and  Nations  have  refofved ; parumtpcricii- 
though  it  bee  now  fo  much  in  ufe,  in  fafhion  and  re-  Ibquatom-gis 
queft among  us,  that  many  fpend  more  hourcs  (more  h'lQ,ni  cum  de 
dayes  and  nights;  in  dancing,  then  inpiaying,  ! might  arcdmnmr* 
adde  wrorking  too.  If  we  iurvey  the  feveiail  Connects  cum dcdna  o„ 
of  former  ages,  we  ftiall  finde,  fondl.  Laodtccnum.  C*;vpera  nmlieres 
53.  Aphrtcanum.Can.2y.Agathenfe  Can, 39.  Arelatenfe  3.  incb  ietat-e  a^- 
apud  Surtum,  Conal.Tom.i  .^*£-727.  Venettcum.  cap.  1 1, 

JJerdenfe  Can  ult.  Toleianum.^.  Can  i^.^niifidorenfe.Can,  f'  k ot?o- 
p-  4Q.  Cabilonenfe  I.  Can.  ip<  Conftantinopolttanum  6.  in  nc,can’tu impu- 
Trullo , Can. 5162.65,  Bafiltenfe  Sejfto  2 1 . Surius.  Tcmt\.  dico  iuvenes- 
pag  62.  & Appendix  Concil.Bafil.  Ibtd.pag.  223.  Conc'tl . *SV-  c^lXncs  invi- 
nonenfc,  cap.  25I  bid.  pag.Jt\  2.743.  Colontenje.  Anno  Dow, 

1535  -parJ  2 cap  2$.& pars  9.  cap.10.  lb,d.  pag.y%6.  Syno-  dictated  Lux* 
dns  Moguntina.%s4nno  Dcm.i  540.  cap.Co.6  ] Jbid.p. 870.  Sermo.  Toi  .i  p. 

1 3 6.  A r». quin- 
quina eft  tarn  pronrra  ad  Iibidines  quam  inconditis  motibus  ea  qux  velnatura 
nbfcondit,vel  difciplina  vdavit,  membronrm  operta  niuirre  , ludere  ocuks,  rot  rc 
cerviccm,comam  fp.uget-e  ? Memo  indedniuriam  divimt.uis  y roceditur. Quid  cnim 
verecundiot  ibi  poteft  cflfe,ubi  faltntur  ftrepiuir,concrepatur  > /iznbnf.Dc  b'iygvnbiti 
b$fTm. See  Cbryfojl.Hom.  $8 .in CMattbd?  Homi  1 Car.  4*  accordingly.  3 
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Ill 


Hijlrio-SMaftix.  Pakt.i. 

* See  here  n.  Condi.  Bit  ur  ten fr , 1584.  & Turonicum  1583.  Synodus  Car - 

iz.&  5 ^!accor-  notr)tfts* 1 52^*  GP  Lingonenfis , 1404.  ^ onctlium  Burdtgenfey 
<iin?ly.  i 5 82 . zApnd  Bochellum . T)ecreta  Ecclefi*  Gallic** a.  lib.  6. 

r Vidifti  cum  Tit.  19. & Tttulusylo.cap.6.y.&  i^.Wefhall  finde,Ifay, 
quata  oiim  ho-  theft  1 9.  ( onncels^exprefly  cen faring  under  the  penalty  of  ex- 
e -eri  ^Tav'1  S corKmHKicatwn>  mtxt,  effeiMmatcfl*fctvtoMyatKorosts  danc- 
td  qui  iaranicrs  1vi  5 x iff  ec tally  at  Mariages,{at  which  they  arc  now  moft 
pomp  ?s  ad  mi-  frequent,  though  not  informer  times,  as  Y City  [oft  ome  well 
l immi  & ita-  cbferveth;  ) or  on  Lords- day es , and  Holy-dayes , eff  ccially  in 
u n ab  min  0 £ hurch-yards .fireets , <?r  fublikyy  places  • ( a damnable  cuflcmc 

Td  dedecare'  ta^n  ftom  Pagans,  as  Saint 1 An.br  oie  \\  rues  : ) from 

afruitis  Nr.m  very  beholding  of  which  dancing  all  Clerpe-rnen(\\  ho  are 
tunc  tibiae  ? nu  now  too  frequent  Spectators  of,  and  fometimes  ACfors 
time  cymbal  a ? in  fiich  dances)  are  inhibited  by  the (e  Connects  underpin? 
d“-£T*  °f left  they  fhould pollute  thetr  eyes , and  glut  their 
Qa  are  emm  die  i0H^es  ^Hft  > An<*  f°  utifi*  them  for  *H  holy  duties.  If  wee 

mihi  tantum  perufe  the  Fathers, (who  are  all  ranhe  Puiitans  in  this 
dam nd  ftatim  point  of  Playes  and  Dancing ; ) we  fhall  finde,not  onely 
ab  initio  indu-  ‘fhtlo  ludaus^De  A gricultura.  lib . p.  171.&  De  Vita  Con - 
cis  domu  tua3&  terr.pUttva.hb.p.  I 2 1 5. 12  1 6.  but  like  wife  Ignattns,  Efift. 
rns  ^orche^  a ^ OW*gnefianos.Btbl.P atrum.  Tom.  i.pag.o I . D.  luftm 

i Iris  opera  lo-  *rtyr  Exphc.  Quafl.  d Gcnttbtu  (fhrijhanis  pofitarwn . 
cant  vocas,  ut  Qua  ft.  1 07#  Clemens  lexandrin  us  Fadagogi.  1.2.C 

xu  mtepeftivo  %c.  1 1 . Tertulhan  T>e  Spe$aculisdtb.  T atianus  Cotet,Gr* - 
umptiwiiginis  CQS  Qy^iQ^iblTPatrfinj.T cm.  l.pag.  180.6*.  fyprtanus  T)e 
nam,  & iuvenc  Spectaculus  .lib.  Arnobms  adverj. Genies. a Itb.i.p.  75.  lib, 4. 
lmpudenticre  facias^Satis  enim  arduu  erat  abfq,  illis  fufHationibus  ilia  state  pofl’e 
ferre  moderate  tepellatem  affe&ionu:  cum  aute  & hsc  accedj.it  3 tarn  qus  videntur, 
quamqus  audiuntur,maiufq>  accenditur  incendiu.>&  fornax  concupilcentiaru  ma- 
xis inQamatur,qucmodo  non  pelfum  it  adolefcetis  anima?Hinc enim  cmnia  pereuc 
& corrdpuntnr,quiaab  initio  caftit-s  oppugnatur  eoru  qui  inter  fe  conventuri  funt, 
& iaepe  primo  die  iuvenis  oculis  videns  incontmentibus,  telo  diabolico  in  animo 
vr.lneratur,&  pueilaper  ea  quae  audit  & videtcaptiva  fit:&  abeo  die  poftea  crefcuc 
vulnera,maiulqj  fit  malu,&c.H^.^z«  Gen. 29  Tom.\ .C0I.Z67 ./4,B  2 Ifticmnesin- 
f.xlices  & miftri  qui  faltationes  ante  ipfas  etia  fan  ft  or  u bafilicas  & in  fandoiu  ip- 
foru  feilivuatibus  choros  ducut.Quare  unde  debuerunt  Deum  Laudare  & mereri) 
inde  fibi  damnatione  acquirur,&  ficuti  Chriftiani  ad  Bcclefia  veniut,ut  Pagani  t:- 
men  dcLccldia  reveitatur.Scmo  5 pT.pp.ij  D.  * Idcirco  animas  mint, ut  res  famfti 
atqj  augufiiflimi  nominis  fymphomcas  agerent  & fiftulatorias  hie  artes^&c^ii’/d. 
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f.  149. 150  / 7 f>.2$o,to  242 .Lattantmt  DeVero  Cpflen.1.6 . 

*.20.  Dwtnarnm  Jn/lit.Epttome.c.iO.BaJtl.Hexaemeron, 

Horn  I. T. I ./>.2 7.  &Hom.^.p.^^.  De  lamia.  Scrmo.2.p. 

329.  De  Ebrtetate  & Lttxa  Sermo  p.}  3 2.3  36.  Comment,  in 
Jfuam.cap  <$.Tonj'$.  p.419  420, 42  1.  d*,*.  14f.468.469. 

HazAenz*#  Oratio. 48  p.796.797 .Oratto.  38^.58  3 . eh  M- 
/W.  adverfns  Multeres.  p 99 4.  ^ Selftcum, 

De  ReSla  Edftc4ttgne.p.l06$.  Ambroje  De  Pdnitentia.lib. 2 . 
c6ADe  Virgimbus.  lib,  3.  Tom.  4p.226.2l  7 . De  Elta& le-  * 

«i»/a. * f.  1 8 . EyiftoUrumJtb. ^Eptft. 3 o,  Sermo  j 3 . (ira-  pj3t c“s“nvcr^. 

mentj.6.in  Luc.-j  v.y  T.Tem.3.  p.47 J7.  C yrftns  Hterufolo-  cundas  fub 
mitanus  Cbatecbejis  Myftagogtca  1 . Eujebim  Pamphilus^  De  confpeftu  ado- 
Praparattone  Evangel ./. 2-  c.iep.^2.  &apnd  Damafcentim.  lefcentulorum 
Parallel.  1. 3 . *.47.  5.  Afterij  Oratio  in  Veftum  Kalendarum.  intemp'eranti- 
Btbl  Patrtim.  Tom.qpag.jo6.  Htcrom.Spifl.  1 o.e.  4. & Can-  cun t,  ia^n res 
ment.l.i.in  <JMattb.iq.T cm.  6.p. 28  Epiphantus  Conlr.Hdt-  comam3tra- 
refts.l.^.Tom.2.Compendiar/a  cDottrwa:&c,EccleJia  Catbo - hemes  tunicas, 
Itca.  Col . 922.  E.  Chryfiftome  Horn'  5 6.  in  Genefeos.  c.29.  h&x  amifhis, 
7 om.i.fil.^y.A.B.  Htm.  in  Pfal.  4I . Horn  49.  & 74.  m n.“c*  *acert°^> 
Manh.livm.\2An  1 C or. 4.  Horn.  42.  in  API  a.  Hom.io.M  nibmSlarues 
ColoJf'Hom.S.in  I Ttm.2.9.dr  Hom.62.ad  Pcpttlum  9^An-  pedibus,perfo- 
twcbia+Avguflinc  Enarrarw  in  rpfal. 3 2.  DeT^epituatne  Ca - names  voci  bus,. 
1 bolted  Converfationis  Traftatusy  & Contra  J armemanum,  jrritantes  in  fc 
* lib. 3 c.6.Tom. 7 /W3’  1 .p.88.89.  CynllfiS  Alexandrinus  in 
Hefdtam.l.i.c .4.  T ow.I . p 134-  D,&in  loannu  Evang.l.%.  Hiftrionico, 

*-.5  .p,  5 5?5  - A-Z^.  Tbeodorei , Adverfus  Gracos  hfde/es.  lib. 7.  petulanti  ocu- 
Tom.i.p.  2.3%%. Socrates  Ecclcf'Hiftona.  bj.  c,  13  GW#-  lo3  dedecorofo 

denttus  Br:xtd  EptJc.De  Lechonr  Evangeiiy  Sermo  8.  Bibl.  P.  lud-ibrio.Spc- 
Tom.q.p.S  1 ^.kemigms Explanation  1 Cor.  1 0.7 *B:bi.SP.  [e f°^ n ttii 

Tom.f.pars  3 ♦ p.8 3 3.C.  Fnlgentius , Super  A udivtt  Plercdes  & fKimfernbi- 
Tetrarcba,&c.  BtbLPatrHm<  Tom.6.  pars  1 . p.  1 48.  Salvian  ie  Theatrum. 

Inter  fsltan- 

tium  rumas,  & fpeftantium  lapfns,  caelum  impuro  contatr  ifiatur  afpt&u,  ter- 
ra turpi  faltatione  pollunur,  qua?  obfeaenis  cantibns  verbcratuiv  Quomodo 
patienter  loquar,  pie  praeteriam,  convcnienter  defleam  ? ibidem,  * Notum  eft- 
omnibus  nugaces  & tiupes  faltationes  ab  Epifccpis  fclere  comptfci.  O^is  un- 
quam  meminit  ab  hominibuS,  quosin  auxilium  Epifcopi  pcricrunt,  cum  Epifeo- 
pis  efTe  faltatum  ? ib.dcvh 

De 
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Ve  Gubernatione  Vet.  1.6.  Olympiodorus  Enar  in  Ecclefa/l. 
c .y.Btbl. Patrum.Tom.  1 1 . p.401 . Gregorius  Magnus  <JMo- 
* Organa  tra-  ralmm.L  1 j.c.  1 S.fol.jS.  D.  (fhryfilogHs  hSermo  1 2 7.  lfio. 
lw?iUr^fintt«  *°r  H,!P*Unfts  Origtnum.  Itb.  1 8.  c.  48.  5O.  Bed*  lib . t .<# 
belli i, non pu-  Evang.c.  2^. Tom.  5 .Col.  I 33. 1 34 ..<*  hb.i.in  Luo, 

..ell  a,  quarrit  EvangTmm.c .7 . 7om.^.  Col  300.  Damajcen  Paralellorum « 

amputue,  non  /'£.  I .C.76.&  lib.],  c.  47,  Chrtfhanus  Druthmarus  Expo  fit  10 
r ' iUL'  **  MaithdLutn.c.yy .Bibl  Patiftm. Tcm .$.t pars  j .v  90 1 .F.  £/. 
i^^fpargir*"  EheophyUSUts.  Enarrat.  in  at  th.  \ ^..pag  iq.&tn  Marc . 
i Libas per  ccr-  -6.pag.Sp.  Bernard"*,  Parabola  de  Nuptijs  Fifty  Regis.  Col. 
vicem,  non  ca-  I 72>'*  d.Edmuttdus  Archtepifcopus  Cant star tenjis  Speculum 
.pilios,&c  Vein  Ecclejia,c . 1 1 .3sbl.Pamtm.Tom.  \ 3.  p.  3 59.  £,  Htfpolitus 
epulis  nofttis  (jMartjr,  De  ConfurnmAtione  Mundt  & tAnti-Chrtflo  O- 
ftus,  in  facie  ratio. Bibl.P atrum.Tom.^.pag.  1 7.  A.  pafcbatius  Ratber- 
prandeaturan-  tpts  w Mat  that  Evargeltum.l.J .Bibl.P atrum. Tom. g.\ ytrs  2. 
rtoiisjhoaelh-  pag.  I ojo.(f/D.Cj . Vidor  Anttochenus,  tnEvang.  Hard. 
te  convivij  na-  c.6.Btbl. Patrum.Tom. q.pag.^oS.E*  Anfelmus,  Enarrat.  in 


Matth.c.l 4.  Tom.i.p  6~]  H.  Rabanns  Mauyus, Expojit.  in 


tin: a ip:a,qux 

hlnorctiu-^fit-  Matth.l.^ .c.i^.Operum.Tom.^ .p.Sy.F.  ff.We  lhal  Hade, 
iniin  veil ra  in-  I lay,thele  40.  Fathers, and  ancient  Writers,  in  thefe  their 
noccci*  tripu-  feverall  W ovkes3inhibiting}  condemning,  all  amorous,  mixt, 
diet  difc^phni,  effeminate,  lascivious  lufl-excitin^  Dancing,  be  it  of  men,  or 
fu?cturcffufio- ■1*omei**e*ti her  on  the  Stage  or  elfewhere  ; as  a c dangerous  tn- 

f.ilcatricu  pcftis,  Ienocinhcantoru,Yoluptatu  fomenra,  naufragia  mcntittjcu  Hero- 
diadis  convivijs  abfeindanturjut  preefens  gaudiu  veftru,ad  lxcitiam  pervemat  fem- 
pitermi .ibid. c Cane  foliijUt  non  derelinquas  fidem,ut  a fornicitionibus  fugias,jam 
ludelis  e Red  as.  Hoc  autc  cuftodire  ita  demu  potcns,fi  ebrictate  dcvitetis  & convi- 
vi  linhonefta,  ubi  turpiu  fx  minaru  colubrini  geflus  concupilcenthm  movent  illi- 
ci  a, ubi  lyta  lonat  & tibia, ubi  omnia poflrcmo  genera  muficoru  inter  cymbala  fal- 
t.mtiu  concrcp  :nt*Tnf*'.ices  ill*  domus  funt,qu£  nihil  diferepam  a Theatris.  Au- 
ferantur  ^u^fo  univerfa  ilia dc  medio : lit  demus  baprizati  6c  Chritliani  hommis 
immunis  a choro  Diaboli,(it  plane  hum2na,{it  hofpitalis,  orationibus  fanftificetur 
airiduisjPi'.:lmis,hymnisj:anticifqj  fpiritmlibns  fre,quentetur,&c«  GaudcntiUs.Brix. 
q*a['kpra. Bibl.P. Tcm*i.p.8i$  Chorus  petulans, inland  faltatianes.  Pa:m  nx  lofcivae 
3-)ci  tim oris  oblit*jignis  aeterni  minis  nihil  pendentes,  abjedo  fervi:u:is  Chnfti 
iujo,pedibus  geftientesjic  oculo  peculco,rifu  lifci'/o>nd  faltatione  infanientes,  iu-  j 
venuuis  in.epccantiam  in  le  provocantesjin  Locis  facris  promasmbus  civitatis  cho- 
ros  conftituentes5ea  p.ofaniverunt  ac  omnium  probri^rum  officinas  reddtderunt«  1 
Aercminruper  meretriceis  cantibus/.erram  vero  Lif;ive  faltando  c&ntaminavere,  1 

cendiarj, 
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cettdiary  oflufi  • an  ordinary  occafon  off, a preparative  to  much  in^r  cheatr? 
9 bore  dome, adultery  yeantonres,and  fuch  effeminate  lewdneffe: 
4<DiabolicaD,dt  leaf  a Pagan prdtfice,mijbefecmin*  all chafi e%  catcrV3s 
all fober  Chrtftiatts,  ejfecially  in  their  Chrifita * FefiivAls  and  circumflfteR- 
Solemuities  ; from  which  the  Primitive  Chriftians  (as  d £Jre~  tes>  &c* 
gory  Nazjenz,en  at  large  informes  vs)  did  wholy  abandon,  tal,bus  ltaTJ€ 
notonely  Drunfanneffe,  Luxury,  Player,  and  ribaldry  Songs-,  ^inx'com- 
but  even  Ftdlers  and  Dancing  too ; as  being  ft  for  none  but  muncs  con_ 
Ethnicky  Feftivals , and  Herodtan  Banquets  : which  I ftituentes  cho- 
would  our  Englifli  Nation  would  now  at  lafl  confider;  *°s  maloquc 
who  for  the  moft  part  fpend  the  ffhrtftmas  feafon , with  o- 
ther  ftUmne  Feftivdj,  in  amorous,  mixt,  voluptuous,  un-  tcs*  animas> 
chriftian,  that  I fay  not,  * Pagan  dancing , to  Gods,  to  fefe  invicem 
Chriits  difhonour,  Religions  fcandaW,Chaftities  fhip-  libidinum  tc- 
wrackey  Sinnes  advantage,  and  the  eternall  ruine  of  ma-  *ls  confodiunt 
ny  pretious  foules,who  like  thofe  wicked  ones , lob  2 1.1 1 , 

hiftrionicos, cantus  probrofos,mererriciosgeflu$  ad  Iibidinem  invitanres  exercent. 
Rides, die  mihi,& gaudes  mepta  ftolidaq;  laecitia,cum  lachrymns  fundeie  ac  dolcre, 
o’oea  quae  admififti  fas  eft  ? Moves  pedes,  & infanus  faltas  ? Choreas  duces  impru- 
dens  cum  genua  ad  Dei  & Domini  noftri  Iefu  Chrifti  citlcum  fledere  oporteat  * 
Qius  ego  fleam  tyaellafne  coniugij  cxpertes,an  viris  coniundas  ? Has  quidc  amifl'a 
virginitate  rever&s  funt,il!as  vero  pudicitiam  viris  minime  fervaverunt,  &c,  Pro- 
faltatione  itaq;  genu  Deo  fiedatur,  pro  tripudio  pedus  pulfetur .Bafil  Vc  Ebrictate  & 
Luxu  Scrmo.'Tom.  1 .p.  3 27 . 33  2, 3 3 6 . d Nec  dorr  us  limina  ferris  coronemus,nec  ocu- 
lum  pafeamus,  nec  aurem  cantu  demulceamus  nec  choreas  agiremus,&c.  Veru  h xc 
prophanis, atqj ethnicis  feflis,  folenmtatibufqj  reIincuimus.O>tf/;o38  p.  583.  584, 
5 8 \.v\dt  Ibid.  Ac  primum  quidem  fi-atres  l^cemur,  non  corporis  fplcndore,  non 
veftiumpermutstionibusat  magnificentijs,  non  cornmelTariombus  & cbriecatihus, 
qurum  frudum  impudicitirs  & cubilia,cfle  didiciftis;  nec  floribus  plnteascorone- 
tnus,nec  vnguencorum  turpitudine  menfas,nec  veftibula  ornemus,  nec  vifibili  hu 
mine  fplendcfcntdomus,nec  tibicinumconcentuplaufibufq;  perfonenr  5 hie  enim 
Gentilinae  feftorum  celebrationis  nios  eft. Nos  vero  ne  his  rebus  Deumhonore- 
musjhymnos  pro  tympanis  aflumamus  ; pfalmodi  m proturpibus  & flagitiofscarV 
tibus,plaufumgratiarum  adionissaccanora  manunm  "dionem  pro  ptaufibiis  thes- 
tricis,gravitatem  prorifu,prudentem  fermonem  proebrietate,  decus  & honeft  item 
prodelicijs.  Quod  fi  etiam  te  utfeftum  animo  laeto  celebrantem  tripudinrc  con- 
venitjtripudia  ru  quidem,fed  non  obfeenx  Herodiadis  tripudium,  ex  quo  Bnptiflae 
raors  fcarta  eft;  veritm  Davidis  ob  areas  requietem  f.ikitanus:  quo  quidem  itmeris 
fandi,ic  Deo  grati  agilitatem^volubilitatemque  mifticc  defignarr  exiftimo. 

If*  Orations  jag.  7 9 6 . 7 9 7 . vid.  ibidem.  * See  Colvin  3 M trior  at  > ^qmas,  & Lyra 3 m 
iCor.  10.7.  * 

Cg  12,13.^ 
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12,13.  doe  fpend  thttr  daies  in  flmfnre, muficfy,  mirth,  and 
dancing,  andw  a moment  goe  dourne  to  JHdly  to  dance  with 
* S81tante$  Sa-  Deuils,  with  infernal!  frisking  * Satyrs, in  et  email  flames. 
tYl °a  1 Vf  k”’  ^ we  once  aoa*nc  turne  over  the  Divines  and  Chri- 

lus  FindEcb  a Authors  of  punier  ti  nes,  we-  (hall  difcover  Alex- 
6 under  Alenfis , Summa  T heologta.  pars  4 Quafi.  1 1 . Memb. 
2.  Artie*  li.fett.q.Chja/l.S.pag.  39  2.39 ^Joannts  Do  Bur - 
go,Tupilla  Oculi.  pars  10.  c.  5 .X.  Alexander  Fabyitins,De- 
firtfiloritim  V’uiorum . pars  c*  23.  tAagelus  De  Clavafio, 
Summa  Angelica.fol.rp\.b.  Tit. Chorea  Bonaventurcjn  Itb.^. 
Sentent.Difiinttio  16.  /V.  13.  Aflexanus  De  C a fib  us, lib. z. 
e Salrationes  ^ 5 S’  boannis  Langhecructm  De  Fit  a & Honefiate  ' Cle - 
nullp  modo  ricorum.  lib.  %,c.  21.22.  Majfam  Fegius,  c D?  Educations 
piobamusj  ^ Liber  or  um.l.i.c. g.r.  7*  12.  Petrarch*' De  Remedia 
cjjiioi  pulxoru  pitrinfejne  FortunaJ.  1 D ialog.  24*  Ludovicos  Fives,  De  Eru - 
6^  Cv'  'o  fine  " C^V/h***  Muheris.c.  1 3 ,14 *Srafmus,De  Contempt u 

proterviorefqy  Mundidib.c.  7.  Agrippa  De  V amt  ate  Scientiarum . c.  I 8.63  , 
ctfichnt  ado-  64,  7 1 . Polidor  IJirgtl.  De  Inventenbus  Rerum.  Itb.  5 . £.2. 
lcfcei:es,&  cor-  <typJneas  Sylums.  Ep’ftJ.i , Epifi.  1 66.^.717*  \A.Calvm.Ser- 

rupaores.  ibid.  mo  70.79, in  fob.  Peter  tJWartyr,  Locorum  Commu - 
fAmores  prse-  . 7 A Air  rr,  , / 3 . 

tereainhonefti  *****  CDJJis.z.c.i  1. Jett. 6 to  62.  V (omment.  tn  luatcum. 

chorexj  impti-  Hb.  c.  21.  Flaccus  I lljricus,  with  the  other  Century  Writers. 
oiici&  libidino-  fenturia  5 . £0^724.  \A.Gnahher  in  Marc  6*  Ho  mil. c I.fidi 
11  taftus & am-  74. Hom.i26.in  Math  fol.^^9.^  50.  Martin  Bucer , 
namcartanjm~  ^ biegno  Chrtfti  SempiterneJ.2  c.<$  4.  #<7*,  ZJittor  Antto~ 


taxiIoruiTi^&jd  chsnHs,Glojfa  Or  din  arts,  Lyra,  Calvin  ,T  elite  anus  ,buiunger9 
genus  alia,  un-  Mu f cuius  & Marlorat.8xpofit.tn  Matth.c.i  1 ,wn.  1 7.  c-TjC* 
de  mfinita  ac  14..VA.7  & on  Marc.6 .v.zz.Hiperivs  De  Perils  Bacchana - 
Arenas  Problematum.Theolog.Tom.  1 .Locus  14.  Puts- 
m~Daim  ^ C°mHs,Ptfcat°r  inrftfattb.  1 1 . Obfervatio  20.  prfjr.  1 20. 
ctia  in  proxi-  8 olanus  Syntagma  Theologia  Geneva.  1 6 1 7.  /.  I o.  c.  2 j . 2^» 
mil  pr.cfilmnt,  p.66j  .&  L$.cm  3 5 .pag.6  46  .S’mlertis  in  Exodus,  lib . 3 2, 

prohmeuwjied^X^tf  Walden fes  and  Aib’genjes  in  France,  Hungary,  and  Bo- 
muip 'Orpi^1,1  kemiajwhcfe cenfure  &f  dancing  is  recorded  in  J^ydij  Walden- 
moafti  ofa  wz-ft*’?*™  2-  * PG  5 and  in  the  Hrflory  of  tbs  Waldenfes  and 
cieras,  non  ad-  ^ tbigenfes , London  1624.  part  3 . Book § 2-  chap.£'p.6$  .64, 


Hi/It  w-i'sMafiix. 
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thors.  Sebafttan  Brant , his  * Navis  Stulttfera,  or  Ship  of  * FoLu  4,1-1$ 
Toole  s,  (fhriftopher  Feiherfton , his  Dialogue  again  ft  light, 
lewde,  and  lafctvious  Dancing.  printed  by  Thomas  Dawfon 
1582.  /In  Anonymous  Treat  if e of  Dances,  printed  1581. 
fhewfcg  that  they  are  as  it  were  acceffories  or  appendants,  or 
things  annexed  unto  whoredome.  Thomas  Lovell, his  Dialogue 
betweene  Cuftome  and  Verity,  concerning  the  ufe  and  Abuje 
of  Dancing,  in  verfe#  The  Church  ofevtll  men  and  women 
whereof  Lucifer  is  the  head,  printed  by  Richard  Pm  fox.  M. 

John  Northbrook. e,  his  Treatife  agatnft  Vaine-playes,  Enter- 
Itides , and  Danceing.  fol . 5 5 . to  72,  M.  Stephen  Cjoffon , his 
s Schools  of  Abufes M.  Stubs,  h ts  An  atomy  of Abufes, pag.  * Robertas  Hot- 
133.ro  1 38.  (in  all  which,  the  unlaw  fulneffe  of  Dane- fa^Leftio  17J, 
ing  is  both copioufly,  learnedly, and purpofely  debated;  f°i.i$3.N/ro- 
which  Treaties  our  Englifh  Dancers  may  doe  well  to  is  Dc" 
readesfor  their  fuller  fatisfadion  in  this  point.) D. Hum-  NovfsCelebri- 
fryes  in  his  z.Booke  of  Nobility,  agatnft  exceffeand  overmuch  tatibus  nonln- 
magniftcetice.  D.  Remolds,  his  Overthrow  of  St  age-play es.  ftituendis,  pag, 
fag.  13*  14,  17,  130.ro  139.  Reverend  Btfhop  Tabtngton,  *45.I46j&c. 
M.  Perkins,  M.  Elton,  M.  Dod,  M Dewnham,  M.  Oftnund  ^,Di}c,° j t*1£ 
Lake,  M.  Brin  fly,  Btfhop  Andrews  s,  Do  Griffith  Williams,  ofTh^heart  c. 
and  others  on  the7«  Commandemenr.  M • John  Downc- 
ham,  his  Chriftian  W arfarej,  3 . c,  2 1 . fefl.  j ..  and  on  the  7 . Thomas  -Beard, 
Ccmmandementfm  his  Summe  of  Divinity ; Dr  Ames,  De  ,n^ls  Theatre 

lure  C&nfttefft.l,^c.7g.p.2'70'2y  I Ah  thde,with  * ft  'dry  ° ^Iu<[§e" 

, J . n 3 r I ' H rr  , / J ments..Book  2; 

ethers , unanmoujly  condemne  all mtxt,  effeminate Jajctvtous,  c.  $6.  M.Robirt 

amorous  dancing,  (the  epidemicall  pafHme  ofour'dafic-  Bolton,  in  his  , 
ing,  loytring  -age)  as  Jin  full,  hurtful 7,  unlawful l to  all  Diredicns  for 
chafte,all fober  [hrtftians,  as  the  reafons  they  alltage  a-  ?}lr^°»1f^orta'‘ 
gainft  it  will  more  plainely  evidence.  Forfirft^(  (ay  GoTpa* 
s they ) as  there  is  no  allowance,  no  approved  example  2oo.Onus  e?J 
of  any  fuch  dancing  in  the  Scriptures,the  Primitive  clehx.G27.red. 

l6.V7-  Scc.28. 

fed.6.  Vbilipptu  Glunerius, Germsn:x  Antiqiix.Lugd.Bnt.i^i^.lib.i.cfp.io.  p.jH  f . 
282.  Antomm  Cbroriccn.  p us  3.  Tit. j 8.c~p.5.fed.4.  M .Samuel Byrd,  his  Treatife  of 
the  ufe  of  the  pieafiues  of  this  prefent  life, cep. 4X01.38 . 3 9.  'Thomas  Beaton , his  Ca- 
techifme/ol.341.  6 Calvm/MarlyrfiualtbirflorihbrQokfifstitbs,  with  others  in  their 
fore  quoted  places,  , 

Gg  .2  . Church, 
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Church,  the  Fathers,  or  in  the  lives  and  pra&ice  of  the 
Saints  of  God  in  former  a^es,  (who  as  appeared  by  the 
fore-quoted  Councels  ana  Fathers  have  alwayes  cen- 
^ure<^  anc*  exploded  Dancing:)  fothe  7.  Commandment 
cuifi  ! u iniquu  (as  all  the  now  recited  Expositors  ofc  it  ioyntly  fuffra- 
tripudinm  ! m gate)  together  with  Exod.^i.  18,  19.  Ittdg.  2i.  21,23, 
Herodiadis  fi-  i Sam.ip.\6>Ub  21. 1 1, 1 2*CT  c,^  I.//4. 3.1 6.^.5.!  2.C.I2. 

Jw^Sie  \l: !ir-J  *•  Zerh-l4-  Eeejf- m.s,?-  ^.14.6.7. 

enim  effccit  u:  I Car.6.9,  IO.II.  C.  107,31, 

pfafaltanspla-  J2.  9V.  5. 1 9, 2 i.  Epbef.2.2^.  r.5.3,4,1 1. 


ccret,  H«/»,  49,  PM  4.^,8.  Hcbu\  1.24,2  5.  lam.  1.  Ij,  1 4, 1 5, 2 7.  f. 4. 5. 
m£!a!th:  c-j.1 5-  ^/.2.2 c,2i,22.e^e.  j-  y,  17.  1 Tbef, 5.15,2^ 

'urame  ludens  23*  1 Tim^i.p.c. y.<5, IJ.  5 7'flw.J.  J,<5.r«f.2.4,y,(5.r.?.j7 

cxpi:  deleCtari  I ffM.1 4, 1 5, 1 6,1  7*1  8*  1 *>  1 r-3‘ 1 <*-^4  2,3 ,4, 

pudh,  ad  hoc  2 Pet.2.1  3, 1 4, 1 8,1 9.  1 lob.2.6,1  5,1  6,1  7.  3.7,1  1, 

foium  at  pofiit  j ^ 5 ^ 23 . Revel.  18.  7.  doe  cither  a bfoluttly  in  ex- 


ocptdcrc  pro-  prcffc  teannes>  or  elfe  by  way  of  neccflary  confequenee, 
4Hdfvlt  C modes  con^'K'i*  fHc^  dancing  as  Idolatrous^  Heatheuifb,  carnally 


phcta,&c  Su[ 

^5  . , _ 

yitrarchty&e.  worldly, fenju*tt,and  mifbejeeming  Chriftians.  Secondly,  r£# 
Sermo.  Bibl.  Pa-  very  Dev/ll  hirafelfe  (write  they)  who  danced m the  'Daugb- 
t*m.Tm  6t>ars  ter  of  Heredias.  Maik.\\ £.7*  (as  ^Cbryfafiome,  * Fulgent 
•’  P*l  1 4S‘  D*  ttus,k  Tbeopbylatt.and  others  write)w*tf  the  ^originall  *4#- 
TXiab<Jrs!  :^0r  dancing,  m the  ontly  inflrument  rsbo  exates  men  to 
JZnar.in  Marc, 6.  lt  V f^e  Mch  f€rfon  **  Pr*Jent  at  that  is  honored,  plea - 

?ag.  89.  Jed,  and  delighted  With  it  • (he  being  ever-more  prefent  and 
1 Null  us  ibi  preftdent  where  fuch  dancing  is)  as  Cbrjfcft  owe  ,n  Bafl,vtth 
.Diabolic v car-  t^e  Q^er  MargmAU  Authors  have  plentifully  recorded L 
.^tarc^nee  ioca>  The  Waldenfcsando^l&genfes  lnihzir  * ftxfure  of  Dane- 
At c filtationes  tacere  ; quae  Pa?sni  docente  Dinbolo  zdinvcntrunt.CjneiJ  Arelatenfe 
i.Surius.Ton.i.p-7  2-7-bee  Cbryfefl.Hm.6  & $9,111  Mattb . Scbejiianus  Brans, his  Navis 
Stuitifera.  Ajgripa. J>e  V anicatc  Scicnr.c.i  8.  M.Nortbbroolp againft  Vaine-ylaycs  8c 
D^ncin^.fol  5 6.with  fuadry  others.  m Vbi  faltus  lafnuus.ib.  Diabolus  certc  adeft. 
His  tripudijs  Diabolus  f'ltAt,his  a D^monum  miniftris  homines  decipiuntur,&c. 
Chnpft  HM.$9  inMaUh.Tm.iXd.$56.C.i1%.C.Qin  mimos  & ralcatores,&  mulic- 
res  iB^retricesintroducunt  in  conyivia>  Dxmones  & Diaholum  iliac  vocant,&  <fo- 
jnos  fuos  implent  belhs  mnumerabilibus.Cbry/cj^  Hem-  in  Pfai.q' \Tom.i  tCol^  5 f.C* 
Whence  Horn  ^6Jn  Gcn.Tw.i  CoU$(>7.b.&  Horn. 9 m £c'of.Tom.$S*la}  91 '8.he  Ailes 
Dsnces,  Chore*  Diabolic.^^attanic^. fahationes.  n Comment  in  Ifuam.cap4i4, 
® In  the  Hjftory  q£  the  Waldenfes  & Albigenfes,part  j*Book  z.^.p.6 6S: 
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i*gy  have  unanimoufly  profellcd  4nd  publi/jhed  this 
truth  to  ail  the  World  ; whole  words  txrcaufe  they  are  * Vbi  fafraiio, 
notable  and  pumftualf  to  this  purpofc,  I ftiail  here  tran-  Diaibolus, 
feribe  at  large,  qtioting  foine  layings  of  the  Fathers  in  1/4 

theMargent,  to  backc  and  evidence  what  they  write,  jfrckm' 
A Dance  (as  I finde  their  words  in  their  Treat  f fc  again  ft  P Pactum  eir 
Dancing)  ts  the  Devils proceffion,  and  be  that  entretb  into  a conviv  ale  then- 
Dance,entreth  into  his  poffeffion.  The*  Devil/  is  the  guide, the  trurproducitur 
middle , and  end  of  the  Dance . As  many  paces  as  a man  ma-  carmfex 
keth  in  Dancing,  fo  many  paces  doth  he  make  to  Hell{ , A man  propheta^non 
Jinneth  in  Dancing  divers  wayes  : as  in  hts  pace , for  all  fc/-ghdio,  fed  r3  [.. 
jhps  are  numbred : in  his  touch , mbit  ornament sy  in  hts  bca-  tationcproftcr- 
rtngy  fight,  fpeech , and  other  vanities.  *And  therefore  we  will  n lt«  Molli  pu- 
freve,  fir  ft,  by  the  Scripture,  and  afterwards  by  divers  other  2rc^l} p!  o- 
Keafons,  how  wickeda  thing  it  if  to  Dance.  The  prft  tefttmony  horeicidiu^eti 
we  will  produce , is  that  we  reads  in  the  Go  ft  el  l,  Mar  kg  6.  P it  turayut  aduUc  - 
pleaftd  Herod  fo-wcll,  that  ttccft  Iohn  Baptift^/J  life.  The  r°  pl.iricura: 
fecund  is  in  Exodus  ;2.  When  Mo fes  camming  nc ere  to  the  hc*»u  in  pedi- 
Congregaiion  faw  the  Cal fe,  hecaft  the  Tables  from  him,  and 
hr «ke  them  at  the  foots  of  the  Mountains,  and.  afterwards  it  * is  poftuhrura 
co ft  three  and  twenty  thoufand  their  lives.  Be fides,  the  orna>-  m arced  cm."  Sic 
menu  which  women  we are , are  as  -crownes  for  many  vsFlortes  faltat  ut  place- 
whwh  the  Devill  hath  gotten  again  ft  the  Children  of  God.  For  at  * ^placet -.ut 
the  Devill  hath  notonely  one  ft  or  din  the  Dance,  but  as.  many  °^\  u[  ’ 
as  there  are  ^beautiful l and  well-adorned perfons  m the  Dance,  corporis*  fui 
For  the  words  oj  a woman  axe  a.  glittering  [word.  And  there - muher  periru*. 
fere  that  placets  much  to  be  feared,wheresn  the  enemy  hath  ft  *um  petar4crrp»- 
many  [words,  ft  nee  that  one  onely  [word  of  his  maybe  feared.  t,s#.  Ieni*  ?ui~ - 
A game,  the  Devill  in  this  place  ft  tikes  with  aft  arpned  [word : f ™'uprf 
for  the  women  come  not  willingly  to  the  Dance , if  they  be  not  Tcm.6,fars  'i  p 
painted  and  adorned  : the  which  painting  and  ornament , is  as  a i48.D.Sec  chry~ 
Grtndft one  upon  which  the  Devill  fharpneth  his  f word . They  ftopu.Scr.  127,. 
that  decke  and  adorne  their  Daughters,  are  like  thoft  who  put  ^ J orma  ca^,s 
dry  wood  to  the  fire,  to  the  end  it  may  burnt  the  better : for Jucb 

tos  rormi  fecit  adulceros  ,caftu  null  ft.  TetraYck.Dc  Rented.  utriufq ; Tortunje  t.iTpial.z. 
cr^^.l.i .Dial. i Sec  my  Vnlovelincfle  of  Love-locks. p 56.  $ 7’/  * See  Tertis'tian,  Do 
Cultu  Lacminaru  & Cyprian  Dg  habitu  Vii*ginu.&  My  Love-lo:kes  p.  s 6. 527 . 
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women  kindle  the  fire  of  luxury  in  the  hearts  of  men  : as  Sam- 
f Sl^u  te  “imP"  {'ons  Foxes  fired  the  Philiflms  come  ; fo  thefe  * wsmen  have 
& per  public  u Pre  w f heir  faces,  in  their  g ejtures  and  actions , their  glances 
notabiliter  in-  and  wanton  words,  by  which -they  confnnTe  the  foods  of  men. 
cedas  oculos  in  Jlgaine,  the  Devillin  the  Dance  ufeth  the ftrongefl  armor  that 
tc  mvemutisii-  he  hath,  for  his  1 mofl  power  full  armes  are  women  • which  is 
•'dolcicc- v >ni  ma^e  pistine  unto  tu,  in  that  the  Dtvill  made  chojce  of  the  wo- 
polt  re  tnifoafc,  ™cly2 10  deceive  the  fir fi  man.  So  did  Balaam  that  the  Children 
concupijcendi  of  1 fael  might  he  resitted*  By  a woman  he  made  Satnfbrt, 
libidine  nurri-  David  and  Salomon  to  finne*  The  Devill  tempteth  men  by 
e°~  women  three  manner  of  wayes ; that  is  to  fay , by  the 
ciisuu  touch,  by  the  eye,  by  the  eare.  By  thefe  three  meanes,  hetemp- 

non  pereas9ali-  tethfoohfh  men  to  Dancings,  by  touching  their  hands , behold - 
os  tame  per  das,  ing  their  beauty , hearing  their fongs  and  mnficke.  gaine , 
& velut  gladiu  they  that  dance,  breakf  that  promife  and  agreement,  which 
te&vcnenuvi-  have  made  to  Goa  tn  Baptifme , when  their  God-fathers 
beas  : excufari  them,  that  they  ( hall  renounce  the  Devill  and  all 

no  pores  quali  his  plmpe ; for  u dancing  is  the  pompe  of  the  Devill \ and  he 
men  te  caftafis  that  danceth,  maintaineth  his  pompe,  and  fidget  fo  bis  ijllajje, 
ac  pudrea,  Cyy ■ the  woman  that  fingeth  in  the  dance  is  the  Trioreffe  of  the 
Ve  Habit  1 Vv(-  qyeVlu and  thofe  that  avfwer  are  Clerkfs , and  the  beholders 
ve!  a 1 peftus  dre  the  Partjhf oners , and  the  mnficke  are  the  Bells , and  the 
mill  Kris  totum  Fitters  ,■ the  <JW  infers  of the  Devill*  For  as  when  Hogs  are 
eft  venerio  ie-  frayed,  if  the  Hoghear  dealt  one,  all  ajfemble  tbemfelvestoee- 
tati  litutn.  Vt  ther « So  the  Devill  eaufeth  one  woman  to  fingm  the  dance , 
P—  CY  {0?'aJ  cn  fome  1nftrurrieftt>  ar>d  prefently  all  the  Dancer  iga- 

ac  milerae  fauciavit  impreftione  fagittae,  quanto  diuturniore  conficit  moram,tan  to 
periculoCioremputruaginem  in  ea  operatur,&c.  S*s:ntiochiu>.HoiniLi7 ■ Bibl.Patrum. 
T(/?«  7 p.167. See  Hew  1 B. 19, cb*  20. accordingly.  * Haec  eft  mulieris  Antiqua  mi- 
litiaaquse  ciecit  Adam  de  Paradiii  delieijs:  haeccceleftes  homines  fecit  efle  terrenos: 
iisc  humanum  genus  mifit  in  internum,  Haec  vitam  abftuiit  mundo propter  unius 
siboris  pomum:  hoc  maiu  homines  duck  ad  mortem.  Hoc  malum  fugit  Elias  Pro- 
pheta:  H.^coccidic  Ioannem  Baptifta  : deijcitpiieritiamjperdit  inuentutem,  iliicet 
Sc  inquietat  emortuam  fene&utem.  fbryfe'ogtcs.  Scrrm  1 17*  O malum  fummum  & 
acutiliimu  Diaboli  telom,mtiirerl  Fer  muUerem  Adam  in  Paradifo  proftravir,&c4 
ChryfojtHm*  i$*&  17 -ex  varys  Mattbw  lech  Tom,  i fob 1 003 , 1 009.  See  there  excel- 
lently to  this  pur  pole. Ar;ciocbi,Hom*\  7 .i85tc>,20  EiblPatr.Tcmj. p.167.  i6<e,\6g. 

11  Diaboli  pompa  cymbaia,tibi3e,choieae  & ca ntica  plena  fcortationum^  & adults 
norum.  Cbrjfijt.Hom ,4 i in Atta  Al'ofiTom.yCoLOn,  c* 

ther 
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ther  together.  ^4 game , in  a dance  a man  breakes  the  ten  x p . 

Commandment  $ of  ^od.  As  fir/},  thati  [halt have  no  other  be/ouif^0  ^ 
gods  but  me.&c.  For  in  dancing  a man  ferves  that  per  fin  gUOj  Coj^e 
whom  he  mo  ft  de fires  to  firvs : and  therefore  faith  S,  Hieroirf,  Comment.  1, 3 . u% 
* Every  'mans  god  is  that  he  ferves  and  ! 'Ms  heft.  Hefinnes  °lfi€  c M* 
again  ft  the  Jecond  Commandment,  when  he  maker  an  J doll  of  |^'^tun  rf‘^1 
that  he  loves.  Aoatnft  the  third,  in  that  oathes  are '■  frequent  *ficls  *' 

& J . 3 r , J • QS  COCt!IiHC3ii>j 

amen? ft  Dancers.  Again/}  the  fourth,  y for 'by  dancing  tm  eil  violatio 

Sabbath  day  itprophaned.  Again]}  the  fifty  for  in  the  dance,  Sabhmtnzmm 

the  Parents  are  oft-tmcs  difbonorcd,  when  many  bar  gashes  domimcis  die- 

are  made  without  their  codnfiil . Again ft  the  fixt:  A man 

ktls  in  dancing  ^ for  every  one  that  ftandsth  to  p leafs  another,  pr^apuehuuif- 

he  fills  the  fouls  as  eft  as  he  perfwadsth  unto  tuft.  A gam  ft  the  modi  iufores 

zfsventh,  for  the  party  that  danceth,  be  he  male  or  female,  •comittantpne- 

commit teih  adultery  with  the  party  they  luft  after  • a For  hs  PeCL;ua 

that  looket ben  a woman,  and  lufleth  after  htr.  hath  already 

Commuted  adultery  mhis  heart.  Againjt  the  eight  Lomman-  tm.VcpYabtoriu 

•dement yO-man  finnes  in  dancing,  when  he  with  draweth  the  F’ltitru^ipm  4. 

heart  #f another  fiom*  God.  Again  ft  the  ninth,  when  in  dancing  cap. 13.  Obfertra 

the [peakes  fa! fly  againft  the  truth . Againft  the  tenth,  when  c^crn  Sabbat^ 

.women  aifebi  the  ornaments  of  others,  and  men  covet  the  wives,  n~n  iur 
a , j r rt  • 1/  a * non  Itidaici.s 

daughters,  and  jervants  of  their  net-gbvogrSi  A game,  a mm  deIia«s  qui  o- 

may  prove  how  great  an  evtli  dancing  is,  by  the  multitude  ef  cieabutuiriur 
finnes  tbit  accompany  ihofti  that  dance  they  dance  with-  nequitiam. 
out  me  a fare  or  number.  And  therefore  faith  5.  Aiiguftine,  ^c-ins  ^nif 
the  mt/er able  Dancer  knowes  not,  that  as  many  paces  ashee  foclacir  qyarn 
makes  w dancing,  fo  many  le  apes  he  makes  to  Hell.  They  ftnne  toca  cjie 
m their  ornaments  after  a five-fold  manner.  Firft , b in  ban?  Parent.  Auguft. 

° Emr  in  Pfal.  $ ?,* 

Scr.j.  Tm.S.pars  i.p.i^z.Dc  Deccm  Chord,  libx . 3 .Tom. 9. pars  i.p  1 149. Sed  unufquifq*  , 
noftrum  Sabbatixet  fpintuakterjTncditatione  legis  gaudeus.,  non  corporis  rcfocil- 
l iuone  & remifiione>opificiuni  Dei  admirajis,non  fakatiombus  plavfibufqjtkipidis  • 
gp, is s • l^natim ■ F pifi .6.  ad  Ma inefi&ios,.  % Flacuit&  fahatrix.  Sedquidmirurn  liiru 
tw  dapesbrgas  &poculo;um  fVequentcs  procellas  podia  lafcmens  mulceatfenCus^  , 
inclinet  aftedus  ? Vinum  & fakatio  duplex  incenduim  voluptatis.  Fulgentiks.  Super 
^fudnii Herodcs  Tetrarcba.Scrtno  Bibl  FatnmTom.S.pars  1^.148,  a Matb.  5 .28.  M-a-  - 
ibus  ineft  pulchris^fequiturq;  fuperbia  fortnam.  Ovid  Faficrum  1. 1 . Nil  non  pernut-  - 
uc  mulier  fibi,turpe  putar  miyCum  virides  gcmmascoilo  circomdedir^  cum 
baj  extends  mag  nos  comimlix  Eienchos.  jiwwd.Sfiiyr.b.p  5 84 
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proud  thereof.  Secondly , by  inflaming  the  hearts  of  thofe  who 
behold  them . Thirdly , fjfo/ir  ajhamcd  that 

have  not  the  like  ornaments  giving  them  occafion  to  covet  the 
l*kf.  Fourthly , by  making  women  importunate,  in  demanding 
the  Itkf  ornaments  of  thetr  Hujbands.  And  fiftly , when  they 
*■  Sec  Antmbus  cannot  obtaine  them  cf  their  Hufbands,  they  feeke  to  get  them 
Horn.  1 7. Bib'..  P.  elfiwhere  by  finne.  They  ftnne  by  finging  and  playing  on  inflru- 
1 ”*ord  >n?\7'  ments  or  their  cfongs  bewitch  the  hearts  of  thofe  that  he  are 
4 Colores  vero  them,  with  tcmporall  delight ; forgetting  God,  uttering  nothing 


parietibus  re-  *n  their  fongs  but  lyes  and  vanities . tSlnd  the  very  motion  of 

ii 


nquamus  the  body  which  ts  fifed  in  dancing,  gives  teftimony  enough  of 
ij  q^mulierculis  evtll.  Thus  you  fee,  that  dancing  is  the  Devils  procejjton,  and 
qu.T  c-tno  fao  that  gfftreth  into  a dance,  extreth  into  the  Devils  pefjefjicn. 

emli^unT.niL  Of  dancing  the  D evtll  is  the  guide,  the  middle,  the  end,  and 
fane  & impuce-  he  that  ent ret h a good  andwife  man  into  the  dance,  commeth 
m-  faltant  & forth  a corrupt  and  wicked  man.  Sarah,  that  holy  woman  was 
rfdeanr .Greg,  none  of  thefe.  ThllS  farre  the  tfatdonfes  and  Albigenfe /., 
Ttavquyji  A - wpj0fc  words  I would  the  dancing , wanton,  (that  I fay 
&C  O.994.C.E&  d n9t  whonjb)  Herodtatfes,  the  dreminate  li»qua-pace 
meretrida  h*c  Caranto-frifquing  Gallants  of  our  age,  together  vyith 
p;-ofeflio  atqj  our  ruftique  hobling  Satyrs,  Nymphes , and  dancing  Fairies, 
extrema*  abo-  Vvho  fpend  their  ftrength,  e their  time,  (efpecia[Iy3  the 
pumcfltfi'.Nam  E*fttr>  Whit[o»,  CUidfommer,  and  tf&ri/W  feafon)  in 
11  bi pedum  ftre-  lewde  lafcivious  dancing,  would  new  ferioufly  confi- 
pitus  cum  car-  der.  And  this  would  teach  them,  not  onely  to  abandon 
minibus  nu-  all  fuch  dancing  themfdves,  but  l kewtfeto  withdraw  thetr 
mei  ?^S  children,  efpecially  their  daughters,  from  the  Dancing-, (chooky 


vl(^l^t  5 f jfmyropt  [ong  lince  advifed  all  holy  women,  all godlf 


ocnnino 

jtt iu  lpfarum  pbufus  refonat,$c  omne  genus  feditatis,  Sc  invitantur  fpe&atores  ad 
turpitudine.Cjtvi/jtf  Mlcxand'in  Uefaim.il. c.l  Tom  i.p.i  $4.2).  9 lob  21,11,13  fQiid 
dicitis  vos  fanftx  fjemin^videtis  quiddocerejquid  etiam  dcdocere  bins  debcacis? 
Saltec,fed  adultcra:  filia.Qine  vero  pudica,qu^caftaeft3filias  fuas  religionem  docc- 
at,non  faltatione.Ibi  enim  intuta  verecundia,illecebra  fufpeftaeftj  ubi  comes  deli- 
ciaru  eft  extrema  filtatio.Ab  hac  virgines  Dei  prorul  efie  defidero.  Nemo  enim  Ut 
dixit  quidam  feculariu  d6ftor,falcat  fobrius  niti  infaniat,  Quod  ii  iuxu  fapientnm 
fecularem,faltationis  aut  temulentia  auftor  eft,aut  dementi 3 3 quid  divinaru  Scr  p- 
turarumcautum  putamus  exemplis,.cum  Ioannis  pr^niincuis  Chrifti  fa  lumas 
pptioneiugulatus,exemplo  fit, plus  nocuifie  faltarionis  illecebr.un,  quam  facnlegi 
furoris  zmznu'l.AmbrtfVc  VirgnikuiXib.  3 .Tom. 116,2.17* 
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Parents  for  to  doc ; admonfhing  them,  to  teach  their  daughters  * Hodic  autem 
religion,  not  dancing,  (as  now  * alas  too  many  doe)  thatfo  y|rm"bus°do- 
they  might  keepe  them  chape  and  ho»e(l ; leaving  3 ientut,Ceiim- 

voking  dancing  unto  Adulterers  and  the  in)  aught  ers  oxely,  buutur  fupeir- 
asrveH  befeemtngnone  but  fab  : in  whole  roundes  the  bire,  choreas 
Devill  for  the  moft  part  leades,  continues,  ends  the  f Tc^v  m a fc  a - 
Dance,  as  the  Walden fes , and  fore-quoted  fathers  large- 
ly  write.  Thirdly,  they  condunne  all  dancing,  as  be-  & qUibus  palpa- 
ing  jMotoxety  a common  recreation  of  'lafcivioas  drunken  ri  & amplest 
gam  & Idolaters y in  t their  Fefhv  Us  and  times  of  mbltk '*  Mirth)  n°n  verecun- 
as  h Ovid,  * Horace, k Iuvetsaii, 1 Vtrgtll, m Catullus, " Tibul-  /^Ucicm- 

MnJis0nuiEecle(i*>c,z7.feft-i6.  8 bee  Ecclas. 9.4^859,  Fcminx  inphteis  fub  con- 
fpedu  adolefcentulorurn  mternperantium  choros  inverecundos  ducunt,  iadantes 
comam,tfahentes  tunicas, plaudentes  manibu$,Gdtantes  pedibus,perfoRantes  vcci- 
bus,irritantes  in  fe  iuvenum  libidioes  motu  hiftiicnico,petyhnti  oculo,dedecorofo 
ludibrio.  Spedat  corona adolefcentulum. Sc  fit  miferabile  theatrum3&c.  * Ambrofe> 
Dc  Elia&  ldu.nio.Ci  18.  * F..;  ducunt  poftto  durns  cratcre  choreas.  Cultaqj  diffiifis 
falta-t arnica comi s. Fdpovum  /.?.p«5i . F?^mneos thyrfoconcitat Ule choros  lb.p.^7, 
Ebrius  incindis  philyra  conuiua  capil!  .5  iaitat.  tbrius  ad  durum  formofx  Iimen  a- 
mic*  Cantatjhabens  unftxmolli  ferta  comae  Mem  FajlorjiJj  p-8  9 .Hi  ludunt,hos 
fosanus  habet^pars  brachia  nedit,&  viriaem  celeri  ter  pede  pulfat  humum.  FaflorU, 
l.6.p.io6t  * Nec  dulces  amores  fperne  puer}neque  tu  choreas.  C7wm/.i  Ode 9. Nunc 
eft  bibcndum,nuncpede  IiberopuIfandatellus.Orf*  3 7*P*j9»Creffinecareat  pulchra 
-dies  nota : Neu  morem  in  Saliutn  fit  requies  pedum.  Ibid. Ode  3 6.  Qium  nec  ferre 
pedem  dedecuit  choris.  Cam. l.i.  Ode  iz.IUic  bis  pueri  die  Numen  cum  teneris 
virgimbus  tuum  laudanteSjpedecandido,  In  morem  Saliumjter  quatiens  humum. 
Csr?n.l.q.0dei.pAo% • Nec  meretrix  tibicina,cuius  Ad  ftrepitum  (alias  terrx.  Epifi. 
/.i  Spifl.  4p.z6o.  Etfeftis  matrona  moveri  iiiftadiebus.Dg^rtcPorf.p^o^..  k por. 
fitan  expedes  ut  GaditanacrinoroIncipiatpnjrirechoio,A'c,Sri^r  n.p  no.  Inde 
virorum  faltatus  nigro  tibicine,S*fyr«i  y.p  138.  1 Te  luftrarechorolacrumtibi  paf- 
cere  crincm  MneidosJj  ,p,i$  7.  L Etitia  IudiCq;  vixjplaufuq;  fremebant.  Omnibus 
intemplis  matru  chorus, omnibus  ar x. Idem  1.2. p.zyz.  Vobis  pida  croco,  & fulgenti 
murice  veftes.Delidix  cordi:  iuvat  indulgere  choreis.  Jdetttl^^p  311.  Et  pedibus 
pbudunt  choreas  Sc  carmina  ducunt.  lbidjib,6-  See  lulwpjn'ue^VvTbeatro.  U.e.Sio 
m Vbicymbalum  fonat  vox. ubi  tympana reboant.  Tibicen  ubi  canit,  Pryx  curve 
grave  cab.no.  Vbi  capita  Mxn  des,ubi  iaciunt  hxdarigerx.  Vbi  facrafanda  aca- 
tis  uiui/uibus  agicant.  Vbi  fuevit  liladivx  volicare  vaga  cohors.  Quo  nos  decct  ci- 
tntis  celerare  tripudijs.  Simui  hxc  comitibus  Atys  cecinit  nova  mulier.  Leve  tym- 
panum remugit,  cava cymbala  recrepant,vividem  citiis  adit  Idam  properante  pede 
chorus j8cc.l.i.Cam.^^,p. ^4 .3  j.  ^ Agricola aftiduoprimu fatiatus  aratro,  Cantavit 
1 certo  ruftica  verba  pede.Agricola  &nimio  fuftufus  Baccho  rubeti  Primus  inexperta 
duxit  ab  arte  choros.Voscelebie  cantateDcu.njnaturba  iocofaObftrepit,&  Phry- 
gio  tibia curva  Tono.LuditCjjiafnnox  iungit  equo$>&c,£kg.l.z..E/{’g  r.p.8j.84# 
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v;^cc  minus  /*r;  ° Propertius,  Homer,  Odyjfet, Iw.i, f><J7. S . /.<A 8 . p. 2 1 4 . 
f'cfl'i  ch(^ei°sniS  ^taaOsd.l 8./>*6$?4  7 co.  Dhnyf  Hallicar . Anttqu.  Rom.  Lj* 
Sec. E leg, lib  i.  fett'9'&  others  cited  by  Btthngerus,  T>e  T /.  I .r.5 2. 
£leg.$,pmllf.  together  wixMtdefiodi  A fcr<£t3Scutnm.pag.62.6^  Arno - 
> See  Mat. 14.6  adverftes  (fentesdtb.2  /.4./M47  Chryfoftome , 

P See^C^*22i  H°m  6. 49*& 74 .*»  Matth. Concilium  Arelatenfe.^  .Surius. 
Tokcanum  2 1 7>  7 2 7*  C^^oAphricanum,  Canon  2 7.  Concil.  Con - 

Can,i3 ,&C\-ftantl)id?'6*Can.6i.6'i*  Ifiodor.  Hifp.Originum.  L 1 8*  c.50. 
bilonenle  1.  Polydor  Virgil.  Ds  Inventories  rerum.  /.y.  r.2.  Agrippa  De 
Can.i g-AgippA  Vanitate  Scientiarumj.iS*  and  infinite  * others  teftifie: 
c 2 ^Ut  likevvife  a part  of  that  felemne  rvorfhtp  wherewith  they 

^Polidor L vlr-  C0Hrte<*  and ‘honored  their  Devill-ldots , whofe  Ft  ft  tv  ah  and 
gi/,De  Invent.  Solemnities 3were  for  the  moftpart  Jpsnt  in  Playes  and  Dan - 
rerum.  I.5.C.2.  ctng , as  our  P Cbrifttan  Holy-dayes  oft-times  are . Witncfl'e, 
accordingly.  £*W. 3 2.6. 19.  i Sam.^O*\6Job  21. II. / fay  13.2  r.  Vfaf. 
Philoxenfsc  ^^•^•Mar»6>22.Co»cil,  Aphrtcanum.  Can.2~j*  ConctLAre - 
Timothsei dif-  batenfe  3«  Suriu*  Tom.i.p.ylj.  Conctl.Conftant  .6 . Can. 6 2. 
cipiina  inftru-  6 $ • Auguftine,De  fivit.Dei.  kb.2.c,20.  TbeophylaQ,  Enar- 
<^i,cu  cancibus  Mar  c.6 . Chrtftianus  Grammaticus  Fxpojitto  in  Matth . 

& choreis  an-  c.^^  .Btbl.pair.Tom.^.pars  l.pag.901.  F.Cf.H*  Sebaftianus 
beropatrifaci-  in  his  Jp^avis  Stutifera3  Calvin  and  CMarloratftn 

unts  pueri  qui-  1 1 0.v  y.  together  with  Horace , Utvenal , Oz^,  K<r- 

dem  quos  puc-  £t;/s  Catuilm  fTtbuilus  ^Preperttiu  ftultnger  y Arnobtus^  Ckrjfo- 
riies  vocant:  ftome>P olydor  Vtrgilj  Agrtppa,  with  others,  in  their  forc- 
uwenes  , qu°5  narneci  places^and  q PoljbtHiiHiftoria.l.q.  p.  54c.  Homer 
deniq^co^T-  OdyjfeaJ.Z.  p.2 14.  who  all  teltifie  as  much.  Witnefle 
ta  in;  huiufmo- their  r Corybantes,  Curetes , and  fuch  like  dancing 

di  cantionibus  Prieftsywho  on  the  folemne  fefti'jali  dayes  of  Cjbelc,  Bacchus  y 
verfatur.poftre-  ^jifars,  andother  Pagan-deities,  danced  about  the  flreets  and 
Wtidcs  in  th^  ^barket  place  with  Cymbales  in  their  hands , in  nature  of  our 
atriscucatibus  C JMorrice-dances,  (which  were  derived  from  them)  the 
& choreis  bngulisquibufq;  annis  publics  fumptibus  adolefcentes  civibusprsebent. 
tbidem.  f TlutArebi^T^maJ^ionyjiuiiHaUicArnaf.  Annqu.  Rom.  lib.i.  feft.8.  &lib,7. 
f z.£t'9.Mkcn*\u  Dipnof.l.i4.c.n.ii4Livie,Hift.Rom.l.i.reft.io.pr/rg;/.  ^.neid.l.4. 

р. i7^i74«CW/«jRhod<An':iqJbca.l.j,c.3.^to»dcr  ab  Alex.Genial.Dierum.  I.4, 

с. l 7*s4grippa  De  Vanit.Scient.c.i  1 .Plato  Legum.  Dial.7. p.8  Si.  Euripedes, Bacchx, 
Strabo  Geogr.l.io.B^HJjb^e  Moribus  Genuum.l^.c.iS.  IA, 0,17 .Godwins  Roman 
Antiquities,  [ib^.fed.i.c.io. 14. 


PaRt. i. 


*35 


whole  multitude  accompanying  them  tn  thefe  their  dancing  L Omnis  quam 
f JMorrices,  with  which  they  honoured  thete  their  Deviji-ldols.  c^oru?  & ^ocfi 
YeajWitnelle  the  common  pralttje  of  moft  Idolatrous  Pagans , tes#Et  Cererera 
who  never  honoured,  fainted,  or  off  red  any  publtke  jacrifce  to  damote  voccnt 
their  idols  but  wtth  muficke,fongs,and  dance^  danctng  about  in  ted  a : neque 
their  Temples  and  Z liars,  to  thetr  honour ; as  f Virgil , c Ovid,  amc  ^alce  ma« 
*cPlato>x  Strabo,  T Zenophon,  z Horace , a luvend,  b Qatnl- 

ftiSj  Quam  Cereri  torta  redimitus  tempora  quercu  Det  mottis  incopofitos,  & car- 
minadicat*fi£  l. Gear gic. p.39.40.  Nec  non  Aufomj  Troi  agens  miffacoloni,  Vcrfi- 
bus  incomptis  iudunr  rifuq;  fo}uto,Oraqi  corticibus  fumunt  horrenda  cavatis,Ette 
Bacche  vocant  per  carmiiiaTaeta  tibique  Ofcilla  ex  alta  fufpendunt  mollia  pinn, 
Geor^.Lzp.%6. 57.  Aut  ante  ora  Deum  pingues  fpaciatur  ad  Ara s,  Inftauratq)  diem 
doni S'JEttcidos.l^  p.i7o.Inftauratq;chorosmi{tiqj  Altaria circum  Cretefq;,  Dry- 
opefq;  fremunt,  prdiqj  Agathyrfi.  Z&id.jM  77.E11X  Bacche  fremens/olum  te  virgi- 
nedignum  Vociferans;  ctenirn  molles  tibi  fumcrc  thyrfos,  Te  luftrare  choro. 
Jtneid  /.7-p.i57.Pandite  nunc  Helicona  dex,cantufq5  movete.  Jbid.p,z6ft  Dona 
ferunt,curnulantq;  oneratis  lancibus  Aras.Tum  Salij  adcantiiSjincenfa  Altaria  cir- 
cum Populeis  admnt  incindi  tempora  ramis.  Hiciuvenum  chorus,  illefenum,  <qn£ 
carmine laudes  Herculeas3&  fada  ferunt.  Ai»eid./.8.p.28oXanitia,Iudifq5  vix,plau- 
fuqs  fremebant.Omnibus  in  templis  matrum  chorus  5 omnibus  Ar:e*  Ante  Aras 
terrain  cash  ftravere  iuvenci  .Ibid  p.ipz*  See  1 before*  1 At  dual  am  dudum  rofonat 
tinnitibus  Ida, &c. Hoc  Curetes  habent,hc«:  Corybantes  opus*Cymbala  prOgaleis, 
pro  feutis  tympana  puifant*  Tibia  dat  Phiygios  ut  dedit  ante  medos.  Tajlorum  l .4., 
p.^4.  Nosquoqs  tangit  honosj  feftis  gaudemug  & aris.Turbaqs  caeleftes  ambitiofa 
fumus.  Ebrius  lnandis  philyraccnviva  capiihs  faltat,&c.  Taftorum.  hb.$. p*88 ,89. 
Cantabat  fanis,  cantabat  tibia Iudis,&c.  (W<  itur  in  feena  cava  tibia  j quxritur  a- 
ri$.F<iftorum.l.6.p-H4  Seep. 107.  See  h before.  u Omnis  faltatio,  & omnescon- 
fentus  confecrentur  conftitutis  primum  fe{livitatibus,fupputatione  fada  in  annum 
quod  fingulis  temporibu*  & fingulis  Dijs  ac  ipforum  fili;s  & dsemonibus  fieri  con- 
venit.  Poltea  veroconftitiuturiqium  canrilenam  in  fingulis  Deorum  facrificijs  ca- 
nere  oporteat,&  quibus  choreis  facrificium  quod  tunc  fit,  honorare.  Et  primii  qui- 
dem  aiiquas  conftituere  oportet:  quse  vero  ccnftitutat  fuerint,parcis  & alijs  omni- 
busdijs  iacrificio  fedo,incothmuni  omnes  civcs  libando  confecrare  fingulas  canti- 
lenas finsulis  d js  & alijs.  Si  vero  piaster  has  ipfas^quis  alios  Deorum  Hymnos  aut 
choreas  adducat,ftcerdotes  utnufqj  {exus,una  cum  lcgum  cuftodibus,  fande  & fe- 
cundum  legem  cohibeant,& ..  In  noftris  locis  & fere  in  omnibus,ur  in  fumma  di- 
cam civitatibus, hoc  fieri  folet.  Quum  cnim  Mngiftratus  aliquis  puhlice  facrificar* 
poftea  choreis  nonunus,fed  choronim  multitudo  venit,  & nonprocul  ab  Aris,  fed 
aliquandoiuxta  ipfas.omnibus  convitijs  facraperfundunt,&  verbis,  & rythmis,  & 
luduoliflimis  harn  onijs,  audientium  animos  exnfperantes  : & qui  civitatem  quae 
facrificavit  ad  lachrymas  maxim  Jconcitare  poteft  is  victoria:  prsemi.Wert .Lcgum. 
Vial,7.p.%7 i .vid.lbid.*  Geogr.l  io4Tonr:z.p.ig.&p.^Sjo  61,  74,  7$,  76.  y 
Expedition  CyriHift'l.t.p*  17 - t-Cam.l.i  Ode  5 7. cW, 4. Ode  1 .p.ioS.See  i before^ 
tS«tyr.6.p,6 yto6j. &Satjr.i$. p.138.  b Lib.JXamiNuptidl<.6^.p.i^.i  5 « 
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e tgiarumJ.z,  c Tibullus,  d ex/ njtotle ,c  Athena**.,  ilexandtr  ah  Alex - 
E-'rg.i.p.8 z.8 andro.GeniaUum.Dterum  l.q.c.ij.  C&Uns  Rbo df( gtnus  An 
A Toliticorul.j.  ttqn  Lecltorwm  /.5.C. Agrtppa  De  Vamtate  Scrcntiarunt. 
f ~?lt  cat  1 ^'P^rchas  Ptlgr.Bocke  ^.chap  1 Bidmgtrus  DeThca~ 

?V>  koM.I.U  troM^-  «*Sf*  EOriputu  Batch*,  thorowout,  and  fun- 
f.nVi*. ] ' ' ' dry  others  teftific : from  which  pra#ice,  f dancing 
tSeccoml.  A-  at  Wakes,  ( a name*  an  abide,  derived  from  the  ancient 
Yclatenfe  3.  S«-  Vigils)  <?r  fhurch-aies,  at/d  shy  late  crouching  and  ducking 
vmTom.i:pag.  unto  new-eretted  Altars  (a  Ceremony  much  in  ttfe  with  IdoU - 
\hblmumxat  ‘’■out  s Pagans  heretofore)  have ^beene  originally  deri- 
2y.  i7 .Tolctanii  ved.Smce  therefore  its  evident  by  all  theie  testimonies, 
3,  Can  i 3.  CtfW-  that  dancing  had  its  original!  from  Idolatry,  and  Idola- 
lonenfe1.can.19.  trous  drunken  Pagans,  who  confecrated  dances  to  their 
Conflantinop.6.  idols,  and  went  dancing  to  their  Temples , their 
cordirvxlyV  a<>  Altars,  when  they  facrificed  to  them  in  their  folemne 
g Ipfe  tibi  ad  Feflivals,and  dayes  of  mirth, they  hence  conclude  them, 
tua  templa  fe-  to  be  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians  3 who  muft  not  imitate 
ram  folennia  them  in  their  Idolatrous  Pagan  cuilomes,  as  I have  here 
dona5  Et  ft.uu-  large{y  proved,  in  the  fir  ft  and  fecund  A3,  on  which  you 
auma  fr 6 teTu • may  reflet  Fourth';/,  dancing,  write  they,  (yea  even  in 
vencu  Ci den-  h f}ueenes  themfelves,  and  the  very  greateft  perfons , who  are 
tcm,Stc.Firgil.  commonly  mo $ devoted  to  it)  hath  becne  alwayes  fcanda- 
JEneidl  9.  pag.  lous  and  of  ill  report,  among  the  Saints  of  God  * as  the 
fore- going  Coun<&lsy  Fathers , and  Authors  plentifully  evi- 
lar^iaiurhono-  ^ eKCe  ; w^°  ^ave  condemned  dancing,  * as  a pompe,  a va - 
rcsjurandifq;  Kity  °f touched  world ; an  invention,  yea,  a rnrkj  of  Satan  • 
tuu  per  nomen  which  Chrifiian  have  renounced  m their  baptifmes.  a recreation 
ponimus  aras.  more  fit  for  Pagans,  whores,  and  Drunkards,  then  for  Chri - 
Horace  fitans  : therefore,  a Chrifiian,  (who  is  one/y  k to  follow 

iflhJcndsi-  things  of  good  report,  and  to1  provide  thiKgshoitcfs  in  the  fight 
tyr.  11,1 3 .p  ii),  of  all  men  • m not  giving  any  offence  or  (candall  to  Gods  f hutch 
1 1 9,1  z a*  Alex-  or  people ; ) may  not  pia&iie  it.  Fitly,  dancing,  fay  they, 
finder  ab  Alex  an, 

I 4. c.i  7. Strabo Geogr.l. 10,  See  My  Appendix  to  Lame  Gila  his  Hnultings.  p.i  f.Trf. 
h Regina  f.iltat;  & quango pulchri us  fikxvic,nnto pejus  Turpe  enimeft  Re^inie 
all  quid  indecorum  dextre  facerc.Tfaaph/tf#.  Enar.m  Matib  4 - p.  3 4.  See  Cbryfofiom. 
Hont^.in  Mttth.  i See  here  reafon  1 i.&  3.  k Phil.4.8.  1 Ron.  12.17,  c. 13.13. 
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is  not  onely  an  “ effeminate  recreation,  enfeebling  the  mindes,  R Encrant  a-. 
yea,  depraving  the  lives  and  wavers  of  wen,  a lilfficient  ar- 
gument otits  uniawfulnefle  : but  it  ifikewiie  irritates  EtvoxV&au-’ 
and  ingenders  noyfome  lufts,  it  occafions  much  dal-  mens  Bnchia 
liance ^ chambering , wantonnefte,  whoredome  and  motaftus. Ovid 
adultery,  bo;h  in  the  Dancers  and  Spectators.  This 
daily  experience ; this  all  the  fore-quoted  Authors  wit-  ^;^a°aoc^ 
nefc,  and  among  the  reft,  ° Petrarcha,  and  P cMgrippa  ^fulgetcs  mu- 
have  moft  lively  exprefied  it.  To  muficke  (write  they)  rice  veites:Dc- 
belengs  the  art  of  Dancing,  very  acceptable  to  Maidens  and  hdix  cordi  jiu- 
Lovers,  which  they  leayne  with  great  care , and  without  tediotsf- 
nejfe  doe  prolong  tt  unttll  mid-night,  and  with  great  diligence  n,cTmanicas?S 
they  devtfe  to  dance  with  f dined oefturcs,  and  with  mea  fur  able  habentredi^i- 
paas  to  the  found  of  the  Gy  mb  ail,  Harps,  or  Flute,  and  doe  as  culamitne.  Q 
they  thinke  very  wifely  and  fubtiky,  the  fondeft  thing  of  all  o - vere  Phygx 
t her, & but  little  differ ingfi-ommadnefe;  which  except  it  were  e(kl/n 

tempered  with  the found  of  mftruments . and  as  it  is  fatd,  ifva - per  ajtaDyndi- 
nity  did  not  commend  vanity,  there  fbould  be  no  fight  mere  ri-  m^ubiaflueas 
diCuUus,Ker  jet  more  out  of  order  then  dancing;  <1  this  is  a biraremdat  ti- 
iiberty  to  wantonnefte,  a friend  to  wickednefje,and  aprovoca - biacantum. 
tion  tofiefhly  lufi , an  enemy  to  chafiny , and  a paftime  unworthy  7mPana  vos  . 
of  all  honefl  pe>  fins . There  oftentimes  a Matron  hath  loft  her  Berecynthia^ 
long-prefcrved  honour : oftentimes  the  unhappy  ^Maiden  hath  matris  Id  sex  5 
there  learned  that, whereof  (be  hadbeene  better  to  be  ignorant : finite  arma  vi- 
t here  the  fame  and  honefty  of  infinite  women  is  loft,  Infinite  ^edire 
from  thence  have  returned  home  unchafle,  many  with  a doubt - 
fuH  minde, but. none  chafe  in  thought  and  deed . And  we  have  ^ * ** 

ftene  that  womau-hke  hone fly  tn  dancing  hath  beene  tbrewne  0 De  Remedio 
dowaeto  the  ground,  and  alwayes  vehemently  provoked  and  utrmfq;  Fortu- 
ajfaulted • r The  ancient  Romanes, grave  nscnjby  reafon  of  their 
wtftdome  and  authority , did  ref  ufe  all  dancing,  and  no  honefl  s-iemnn!  c iS 

SeeM  Worth  bml^rs  Treatife  a^ainft  Vaine-Playes,&  Dancing/.^ 5,66,67.  S Hasc 
laxamen  pemlannas, arnica  fceleris,  incitamen  libidmis,  hoftis  pudicitiae,  ac  ludus 
piobis  ommbu>  indignus  Sarpe  ibi  m.urona5ut  ait  Petraichajdiu.  fervatu  decus  per- 
didn,l3spe  infelix  virguncul  1 ibi  didicit,  quod  melius  ignoraffec,  multaru  ibi  fama 
perijc  pudorqj.Multx  indedomu  impuditae3plures  ambiguxredierejcailioi*  autem 
nulb:pud»citia  choreis  .arpe  ftrata.;  femperq;  itnpulf m oppugnitamqj  vidcmus,&c* 
Airnga.lbid'SsQ  t>A»U  n'm,$smo.A  & p See  MwobmSMM'l^  c,i  4 .accordingly. 
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c jtl  ue  c^Matrone  was  commended  among  them  for  dancirg.  f Dan- 
taCionem  ne-  ctng  is  the  vilefl  vice  of  all , and  tritely  it  cannot  eajily  he  [aid, 
ceffc  cii  om-  what  mifchtefes  the  p.gh'  and  hearing  d'e  receive  thereby , which 
mum  vitiorutr.  afterwards  he  tbecaufes  0]  communication  e)  embractng.They 
nc^  ^eniimfa1  ^,ttCe  dtfordtna  c gefti<res,wii  h monflrous  thumping  of  the 
all’diflu  qu*  fcae,  to  plea/dnt  founds,  to  **ton  [ones , to  dfioncft  verfes  ; 
mala  pariant  iJMaydens  and  tJVlatro-s  are  there  groped  with  un- 
collocjun & ta-  chafie  hands;  yea  ktffed  and  dtfhonefilj  embraced:  the 
:*us<  Saltatur  things  which  nature  hath  /;  dien,  and  mode  fly  covered,  are 
itibus  & mon-  there  oftentimes  by  meanes  of  lajcivioufnefe  made  naked,  and 
ftrofo  pedum  nbauldry  under  the  coUur  of  Paflimeis  dtffembled.  An  exer- 
ft  rep  it  u,:a  d cife  doubt  leffe,  not  difccndedfrom  Heaven  (I  may  adde,  not 
molles  pulfati-  leading  to  He  wen,  into  which  we  muft  paffe  thorow  zmany 
ones3  ad  lafci-  afptttions,  tribulations , prayers , teares  , fa '/lings  ; thorow 

a^obfcxna aS5  4 u ftrattc,  a narrow , not  broad  or  pleafant  way , as  Dan- 
carmina,con-  ciflg, Stage-playes, and  fuch  Paftimes  are: ) but  by  the 
tredantur  ma-  Devils  of  Hell devt fed,  to  the  tmury  of  the  Divinity,  when  the 
tronae  & puel-  people  of  Ifrael  eretted  a Calfe,  tn  the  Defer t , who  after  they 
^anTbus^&ba  ^onc 7 dcrifice,  begun  to  eate  and  drink*',  and  afterwards 

£js,  meretri-"  rof**l>  t0  JP°rt  themfelves,  and  figging,  danced  in  around* 
cijfq;  coplexi-  Thus  they  : thus  all  the  other  fore-quoted  Authors, 
bus  5 &qu^  Hmce  Alexander  Fabritias,zn  ancient  Englifh  Writer, 
abfconditna-  Dancing , * pafhmeof  lafctviotis  vanity  and  voldp- 

rrodeftia,  ipfa  tucufmfi-  And  lohnde  Bur  go,  (%MCctlor  of  Cambridge  in 
lafdvia  tunc  King  Henry  the  VI.  his  Raigne,in  his  Puptlla  O cult.  Par - 
fsepenudantur,  tis  vltimst.  cap . vlt.  j De  Teccatis  mortalibus.  X . De  Duccnti- 
ludi  tegmine  buschoreis.  writes,  y That  thofe  who  dance  to  incite  them - 
Uis^Exe^  t^m  fe^vis  °r  others  unto  Infi,  yea  tbofe  like  wife  who  dance  out  of 
profeftd^oni  CHftome>fm  mortally, though  they  do  it  not  with  a corrupt  intent. 

caelis  exortum,  fed  a malis  Dasmonibus  excogitatum  in  inivriam  Divinitatis.  yi- 
gYippa.fbidcm.  t xTim.j. 11,12.  Ads  14.22.  1 Thef4$  4,.  x T hef.  1.4. Revel.  1.  7. 
cap.7.14.  Ads  20.19,5 14  z Cor.2.4,cap.6.6.  v.i  1 27.  “ Matth.7. 1 3,  14.  * Sec 
Reafon  $.&  Calvin, Marlor at,  & Lyra , in  1 Cor.io47.  accordingly.  * Ludus  lafeiv# 
vanitatis  & voluptatis  cujufmodi  funt  chores,  tripudia,  interludia,&c.'Z>c^rwf?(jrifi 
VitiorHm.pars 4.  cap,i$.B,  Y Quod  G hoc  faciunccaufa incitandi  ipfofmet,vel  alios 
ad  libidinem,  peccant  fnortaliter : & etiam  G hoc  faciant  ex  confuetudine,  fed  non 
corrupta  intentione,  non  audeo  eos  excuf're  a peccato  mortali  cum,  immergaat 
fe  periculo  alios  provocandi  ad  hbidinem,&  lpfo  fado  videntur  choreas  approbare, 
& fao  exemplo  alijs  a^thontatem  dare  fimiha  faciendi.  ibidem, 
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Neither  dare  / (faith  he)  to  excufe  thefe  from  a wort  all  finne, 
face  by  dancing  they  plung  themf elves  into  this  c anger , of  pro* 
vokiHg  ethers  unto  lujl,  and  ipfo  fa<To  feeme  to  approve  of 
dancing,  and  by  their  example  give  authority  to  others  to  doe  * See  Bp  Ba- 
the like,  Vpon  this  very  reafon  our  moderne  Writers  bington, Tcrl(insy 
on  the  Commandementf,  * make  dancing  a finne  again ft  D^Downehamy 
the  7.  Commandemtnt , becaufe  it  is  a common  occafion  ^faeitonyBrin- 
both  of  a&ualland  mental!  adultery ; as  their  fore-men- 
tioned  Authorities  at  large  declare,  Therefore  it  muft  on  the  7 Com- 
needs  be  unlaw  full  unto  Chriftians,  a among  whom  adnlte - mandement, 
ry, for  meat  ion  and  uncle  an  ejfe  are  not  fo  much  as  to  be  named , a-cordingIy, 
much  leffe  the  manifeftoccafions  of  them  entertained. 

Yii\\y  ,<\ancmgh  write  they,  is  altogether  incompatible  DeiureCvT* 
with  that  univerfall  c holme (fi,  d modefly , c gravity  f tem-  fcientiy.  l^.c, 
perance,  andfobnety,  which  God  requires  in  all  chaffe,  aM  59  p.170.171* 
gracious  Chriftians ; it  being  a recreation , (as  S Cicero,  c 1 ^ i«i4> 

“ Ovid , * Virgil^  together  with  k Ambrofe , 1 BafU , m Chry - 1 **  16 * 1 i,er* 
fofiome,n  Petrarchaf  Agrippa,?  Peter  Martyr North-  ^ ^ 
brooke,TM.  Stubs,  and  (*  fundry  others  fore-quoted)  teftife  1 Tim'.  1*9*  it, 
tvhicb  none  but  Bedlams , Drunkards , F soles , or  infamous  per-  c.3.2  Phil.  4.  y. 
finsufe,  in  their  riotous,  mfia finable  voluptuous  jeafis  and  e 1 * 
meetings • which  proves  it  the  very  worfi  and  lafi  of all  vices ; { ^xhef7'  6 g 
it  being  quite  excluded  font  ati  private , honefi , civill  ban - x Tim.  2.9*1 
quets  • yea,  wholy  abandoned  by  all  temperate,  chafe,  andfo-  c.3. 2 Tit.2.1, 
jber  per  fins*  Therefore  it  muft  needs  be  unfeemeiy,  un-  6-n-i  Pet.x. 

13.C.4.7.C.J8 

t Nemo  fere  faltat  fobrius  nifi  forte  infanit,neq$  in  folitudine  neqj  in  convivio* 
honefto  & moderato  : intempcftivi  convivij,  amoeni  loci,  multarum  deliciarum 
conies  eft  extrema  faltatio : quod  necefle  eft  omnium  viciorum  effe  poftremii %Oratio 
fro  Marana  Opcrum.Tom  i.pag  459.  h Ebrius  incindis  philvra  conviva  capillis,SaI- 
tar,&  imprudens  utitur  arte  tneri.  Faftorum-  lib .5.  pag,Sp.  Et  iadant  faciles  ad  fua 
terbamanus.  Et  ducunt  pofitoduras  cratere  choreas,  Cultaqj  diffufa  faltat  arnica 
coma.  Cum  redeiint,titubant,&  funt  fpedacula  vu\°i,F a jlorum.Li  1,  i Ebria 

famofa  faltat  lafeiva  taberna.  Ad  cubitum,raucos  excutiens  calamos.  Copa  p.  s°9- 
k De  Elia  & Ieiumo.cap  iS.De  Virginibus  l^.Tom. 4, p. 226.127.  i DeEbrietate 
&LuxuSermo.  m Horn. 49  in  Matth.  n De  Remed.  urriufq;  Fortune.  lib.  1. 
Dial. 24.  0 De  Vanit.  Scientiarum,cap  iS^  P Locorum  Com.  Claffis.  1.  cap.  1 r. 
fed. 63.ro  <58. & Commenr.in  Iudicum.lib.c.21.  <1  Treatifc  againft  Vaine-Playes 
and  Dancing,  fol«67.  * Anatomy  of  Abufes.pag.  115.  '*  See  Ludovicus  Vives, 
DeEtuditione  Mulieris  Chriftianse  J.i,c.i4.& Scbofianui  Brant,  Navis  Stutifera. 
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t Sec  Peter  Mar^  unlaw  full  unto  Chriftians.  Sixtly,  Dancing,  (fay  they) 
yr  yGu<iltber,  ^ mw  'tt  is  ufed, { is  an  occafion  of  much  rvantonneffe  Jcwdneffe , 

^w^B^fms9  lafctvtonfneffe-,  of  much  not,  epicurifme,  effeminacy,  vo- 
F March*  The  buptuoufaefe  '■>  °f  muc^  prodigall  expence,  much  Ioffe  of  time , 
Waldenfcs^Brant,  much  faperfiuity,  cofiltneffe,  and  mw-fangledntffe  in  apparell , 
Fctkrfionc , Lo-  much  pride  and  haughtineffe,  much  im pudency  and  immodefly , 
vd,Northbroofe,  efpecially  in  the  female  fex ; whom  dancing  doth  of  all  others 
their  feAfl  befeeme.  Befidcs,  it  witk-dr  awes  young  Gentlemen  from 
quoted  * p 22 6 ^eir  Studkf  fo  the  Da/icingSchoole,  which  tngroffit  h all  their 
21'  , * time ; tt  advocates  young  Gentlewomen  from  their  Needles , and 

* Hinc  itaque  fach  Itke  honefi  Deployments,  and  for  the  mofr  part  makes  them 
apparet  qualis  idle  Dufwtvesy  * whores  or  $ pend- 1 hi  tfts  ever  after  : It 
fuerit  auix  dr  awes  men  on,  and  trains  j t hem  up  to  nought  but  idleneffe , the 

plma?  nam  etG  ^urfery  oj  all  other  vtces  : ttgues  mens  hearts  tocarnall  plea - 
pleriq;  faltadi  fares  and  delights  of finne,  and  makes  them  carelcjfe  of  Gods 
lice  ktiam  tuac  fervtee,  unmindefull  of  that  owns  falvation,  or  of  the  day  of 
libi  permitte-  death  and  judgement,  which  jhould  h alwayes  fixed  tn  their 
ci^timeniaf-  meP  [enoHS  Meditations*  1 More-over,  it  quite  unfits  men, 
civile  turpis  and  oft  with' dr  awes  them  from  the  religious  performance  of 
not  a fuit  nubi-  holy  duties,  many  Lor ds-d  ayes,  moft  other  Fioly-dayes,  (fet  a- 
lis  puella?  fal-  part  for  Gods  peculiar  worfhtp ) being  oft-times  grefly  propha * 
tatio.  Certe  » Md,tf fwt  whelyfrent  on  lewde  Ufctvious  dancing,  and  fach 

Suerunt  curim  Hedtbe*ifh  pa/hmet : as  the  fiancet!  of  firickf,  £>».iS. 
honeftae  gravi-  the  Com  cell  of  Carthage,  Can  *88.  the  3.  Councell  of  To- 

tals, damna-  ledo,  Canon  23.  The  6 . Comcell of  Confiantwople,  Canon  66* 
rut  fa  1 tat i ones  7“^  < Provincial!  Comcell of  Colen.Anno  Dorn. I 5 3 pars  9. 

^idh^Verum  caP*9^0,  The  Fr  ovine  tall  Conn  cell  of  Mentz,.  Anno  Dam, 
impujra  Hero-  1 5 4 9»  cap. 6 1 . Lib, 6.  (fapit.  Caroli  Magni.  apud  Bochellum • 
dias  Solomen  Decrcta.Ecclef.CjaUib.^.Tft.  I o.  cap. 6.  Iuflinian.  (bdic.l.fr 
filiam,  ne  fibi  Tit.i2.De  FerijS,Lex.  1 c,De  Left. Ignatius  Ep.6.ad  Magne- 
dedecon^effet,  frAnos  .Clemens .Apof  .Con frit  J.i.c.6r[. Cy. Clemens 
ita  fonnaverat*  Alexandr'mus TPadagogi. lib.  fr cap.  1 1 .Augu flint  Enarratjn 
Hoc  igitur  co-  Pfal  3 2.  Cyrillus  A Lxandrimis,  in  Ioannis  Evangelmm . l.%. 
veniebat  fcor-  c^.p. 595.  S.Afrenus  in  Feflnm  Kalendarum.  Oratio.  BtbU 
n filix«  Calvin  Tatrum.Tom  4^.705. 706.  Salvian,  De  Gubernatione  Dei. 

hh. 6.  p.  19  <.196.  Leo.  1 . Sermo  in  Ottava  Tetri  & Paulin 

tM&ttv.\  4 zt.v.  1 J 

t See  Here.  Act  6.  Scene  13,  tborowout  accordingly,  Jc  peg.  1 51. 
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cap . $*fol.  165.  Eufebius,  apud  Damafcenum.Parallelorum^ 
l.%,c  ^y.  Agrippa  De  Sanitate  Scienttarum  c.59.  D<?  Eeflis. 

Polidar  Vtrgtl  De  Inventoribus  rerum ♦ A 5. c.2. /><*£. 3 8 5. 3 8 6.  * M.  Ttyrib- 
Epifcopus  Chemnenfs,  Onus  Ecclefia.c.2%.feft.6.  Bonaycn-  broefes  i rea- 
r*nr/»  lib*  4. Sententsarum.  Dijltnttio  16 . Numb*  l 3.  ^ cgs^£>an 
fundry  ether  of  the  Schoolcmen  there.  Alexander  Fabrittus  cinJCfol.68.n~ 
Deftruttorium  Vttiorum .pars  %.c.io.&^.c.l  %.The  Waldenfcs.  Thomas  Lovely 
Hiftory  of  the  Waldenfes  & A Ibtgenfes.  pars  3,/.  2 p.54.  his  Dialogue 

/» his  Sermons. fol.  1 3. The  3 .Blaftof  Re*  agsinftDan- 
traitfrom  Playes  and  Theater  s.pag.62  .to  6%  XA.Brinfly  in  his 
3.  part  of  the  true  Watch.ohap.n.  Abomination  30.pag.%02.  hls  Deciarati® 
Aftexanus  De  (faJibui.l.i.Ttt.^  3 . Alexander  A lenfis.  Sum*  of  Gods  Iudg- 
ma  Theologia  pars q.Qttaft .11  • fld.2.  Artie.  1 1 .fett.^.Quaft.  m«it  at  Paris 
8 .pag.  392.3^3.  with /undry  others  complaine : who  doe  like - r*lc 

wife  all  of them  unanimoufly  condemne  dancing,  as  an  unlaw  full  gainftc^,!^fc 
exerctfe  and  pafiimey  ejpecially  on  * Lords-dayes,  and  Holy-  and  abufe  of 
dayes;  which  circumilance  of  time,  (as  they  all  con-  Dancing.  Anno 
elude)  makes  dancing  unavoidably  fnfull  and  abominable.  to  this 
Which  I oblerve  the  rather,  to  confute  the ' grofle  mi-  PUI? ofe.Thomas 
ftakeoffome  licentious  Libertines ; who  hold  dancing  Catechiftne? 
on  Lords-dayes,  to  be  no  * unlawful!  exerctfe, (port,  or  pa-  fGi.  54  I# 
flime,  within  the  pious  Statute  of  1.  Caroli.cap.  1.  within  *Giksmddowesy 
which  there  is  no  queflion,  but  dancing  is  included  ; it in  h JS  Sermon, 
being  an  exercife  which  all  the  fore-quoted  Councels,  Oxford^ul” 
Fathers,  and  Chriltian  Authors,  have  unanimoufly  con-  tIlc  ^1631  .on 
demned,  as  unlawful^  ejpecially  on  the  Sabbath,  or  Lords- day,  Pfal.  68.  v,\y. 
as  we  ffcile  it ; which  our  ownc  u Homelies , K and  Canons  wherein  he  o- 
entoyne  us  to  fpendyn  hearing  the  Word  of  God  read  and  taught • Pe^y  & Pllr* 
in  private  and  pubhky  prayers ; in  acknowledging  our  offences  j a vv f"u  1 n e fib 

to  god,  and  amendment  of  the  fame ; In  reconciling  our  felvcs  Df  mixt  dan- 
charitably  to  our  neighbours  where  difpleafure  hath  beene , in  dngacChurch- 
oftentimes  receiving  the  Communion  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  ales  and  May- 
Cbrift  ; in  vifitingof  the  poore  and  ficke,  ufing  all  godly  and  P°le*>,  even  up- 
fiber  convention : informing  us  withall ; Y That  God  hath  £h°cp^ 

pit,  and  then  confirmed  his  doflrine  by  his  pra&icc.  u Of  the  Time  and  place 
of  Prayer,  part  1. p.i  14.1  2J.  K Queene  £/^.Iniundions,Iniunft4io.  & Canon  15. 
* The  1 .part  of  the  Sermon  of  the  Time  and  place  of  Pxayer.p.ixj.iz^. 
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given  exprejfe  charge  to  all  Men,  that  upon  the  Sabbath  day, 
they  [hfftild  ceafe  from  aU  weekely  and  worked*)  labour, to  the  ex- 
tent, that  Uka  as  Cjod  bimfelfe  wrought  frxe  duyes,  and  refted 
the  Jeventh,  and  bleffed  and  fanclifiedit,  and  confecrated  it  to 
ejuietncffrt  and  reft  from  labour ; even  fo  Gods  obedient  people 
fhouldufe  the  Sunday  bolyhe>  and  reft  from  ihetr  common 
and  daily  bufineffe , and  alfo  give  themfelves  WHOLLY 
to  heavenly  exercifes  of  gods  true  religion  and  fervses . But  & las 


% See  Conaii-  (quoth  the  Homely  ) all  the fe  notwithftandmg,  it  u l <men- 
um  Laochcenu  table  to  fee  the  wicked  bsldnes  of  thofe  that  will  be  counted  Gods 


Pahtnim  Ver-  tn gluttony  and  drunkenneffe  like  Rats  and  Swine  : they  reft  in 
nis.  Can.  14.  brawling  and  raylwg,  in  quarrelling  and  fighting  i they  reft 
Caa"/U^C^U  * *'2  wantontKffe>  m toyifh  talking,  tn  filthy  flefblincffc,  fo  that 
tenf-  4 On  16  ^ ot ^ tQ0  evidently  appears,  that  God  is  more  dtfhonouredy  and 

Turonenie  3. Can. 40. Moguntmum.  Anno.813.Caj1.if.  37.  Synodus RhemenGs* 
An.8 1 ; .Can. 3 5 .ConciI.PanGeru'c.lib.i.cap. 5 o.lib. 3 .cap. f .&  19.  Synodus  Aqaif- 
granenGs  fub,Lud.  P10  Can.  17.21,  Concil.  Tribwienfe.Can.3f.  BaGlienfe  SciT. 
19.  Surius  Concil.Tom.4  pag. 57.  Reformatio  Cieri  Germanic,  cap.  10.  Ibid. p. 
7I4-  S yn  odus  AuguftenGs . A n.  1 f 48  .Ibid.p.  8 o 8 . Synodus  Moguntina.  Aiino.:  5 49, 
cap.98,Ibid.p.879  together  with  Capitula  Carol!  Migni,  Synodus  Andagau.  Sy- 
nodus Gaionis  & Simonis  Le?ator.  Concilium  Biturienle.  An.  1584.  & Synodus 
Parif.i  f f 7.  quoted  by  Bocheilus.Decretorum,Ecclefi*  Gallic.hb.4.Tit.  io.p.  592. 
to  f99>  which  inhibit  all  workes  of  Tillage,  Husbandry,  all  Faires,  Markets, 
Pleas,  andoiher  kinde  of  labour,  together  with  all  fports  and  paftimes  on  the 
Lords-day.  * Vnder  which  D jicingis  included:  or;  if  not,  yet  atleaftit  is  as 
unlawful!  as  it,or  any  of  the  particulars  here  lpeciHed  j and  therefore  as  much  con- 
demned by  tms  Homely  as  they. 


Concilia  spud-  fe!ws  t0  gorgeous  and  gay,  they  reft  in  excetfe  and/nperfinity. 
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the  Devill  better  ferved  on  the  Sunday  , then  upon  all  the  dates 
in  the  weeke  befides,  And  / affure  you  the  beafts  which  are 
commanded  to  reft  on  the  Sunday,  honour  God  better  then  this 
kjnde  of  people  : For  they  offend  not  God,  they  breaks  not  their 
boly-dayes,  wherefore  O ye  people  of  Godftay  your  hands  upon 
your  hearts , repent  and  amend  this  grievous  and  dangerous 
wickedveffe , ft  and  in  awe  of  the  Comntandement  of  God  him - 
felfe,  be  not  difrbedient  to  the  godly  order  of  Chrifts  Church , 
ujed  andkgpt  from  the  Apoftles  time  untill  this  day . Feare  the 
dtfpleafure  and  tuft  plagues  of  Almighty  G od  if  je  be  negligent . 

Dancing  therefore  on  the  Lords-day  (which  no  godly 
Chriftiansinthe  Primitive  Church  did  once  ufe  for 
ought  we  re^d,)  is  an  unlawfull  exercife,  if  our  Homelies 
or  (fanons  may  be  iudges ; therefore  an  unlawfull  paftime 
punilhable  by  the  Statute  of  i . Caroli.cap.  i . which  inten-  aSge  hcre 
dedto  fupprefle  dancing  on  the  Lords-day,  as  well  as  2^It  ^ Q' 
Beare-bayting,Bull-bayting,Enterludes,  and  (ftommon  Flayes ; * Ineft  & in 
which  were  not  fo  rife,  fb  common  as  dancing,  when  ofeulis 
thislawwas  firftina&ed.  Finally,  this  dancing  as  the  J5115  vo“ 
*kyaldenfes  teach,  doth  lead  men  on  to  the  breach  of  all  the  c^prarmA pud 
ten  Commandtments,  and  to  fiindry  inevitable  fumes  and  Poetasmino- 
mifehiefes  : In  all  thefe  refpecls  therefore,  they  con-  res.  p.  22.  See 
elude  it  to  bee  evil! , and  unbefeeming  Chriftians.  Fauliwan.  Ser - 
Seventhly,  Dancing  (as  ^Teter  tMartyr,  JAwes,  tAgrippa,  ** ^ g 
Erafmus , Brant , Lovell,  Northbroohe , Stubs , Gualthsr , and  1 pet  ^nTit. 
others  in  their  fore-alleaged  places  teftife)  is  for  the  3_3.Epher4.17. 
moft  part  attended  mth  many  amorous  [miles,  lafcivious  ge-  1 9. 
ftures,  wanton  complements , luftfull  embracements Jocfe  be-  c 1 Pet.iji. 
haviour , * tinch aft e kjffes,  meretricious  fcurrilous  Songs  and  V* 

Sonnets , effeminate  muficke,  luft-provoking  attire,  obfeew  dtf-  £ ^cVctrauba, 
courfes, ridiculous  Love-pran\es,lewde  companions ; all  which  Calvin  Martyr „ 
are  as  fo  many  fever  all  ftrong  [licit  ations  to  wboredome  * nd  Gualtbcr,Eraj - 
uncleane ffe,  and  b favour  onely  of  fen fuallity,  of  raging  flefhly  vnttj  Fives, 
lufts,  which  war  re  again  ft  the  foule . Therefore  its"c  Wholly  $rant,LoveKj 
to  be  abandoned  of  all  good  Chriftians.  Eightly,  rhis  ’htir 

k "Dancing  ferves  to  no  neceffary  ufe,  no  profit  able, laudable, or  fore-quoted 
ptous  end  at  all-,  it  neither  glorifies  God , nor  benefits  men  in  places, 
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foulc ,m  body , in  efiate,  or  reputation : it  tftues  onely  from  the 
mbred  pravity , vanity,  wantonnejfe , inconunency , pride,  pro- 
phaneffe,  or  madnefle  of  mens  depraved  natures;  and  it 
® G°iT*  1 * • ier ves  onely  1 to  make  provtfionfor  the  flefh , to  fulfill  the  iufts 

14X0I *3^*  'thereof)  wherea sm  allthofewho  are  Chrifts  have  crucified 
» Phil.3 .17,18.  the fltjh  with  the  affettions  and  lufts  thereof:  Therefore  it 
.1  Cor.  *.i6.c.  mult  needs  be  unlawful!  unto  Chriftians.  Ninthly,  this 
11. 1. 1 T hef.  x kindle  0f  dancing,  as  it  was  nev  er  inufeamong  the  Pj  i- 
I^Heb^C  1 *7  Chriftians,  n whofe  footfteps  wefhould  tread  in:  io 

? jobVi.ii Vz  itisquiteoutofthe  roadofChriftianity,andfalvation« 
13.Ifay5.il/Weeneverreadeof  any  Chriftians  that  went  dancing 
13.i4.Amos  6.  into  Heaven;  though  we  read  of  0 fmdry  wicked  ones 
1 .to  1 i.&ee  D.  , vfj0  have  gone  dancing  downe  to  Hell,  The  way  to  Heaven 

©rGo«is  IudV  *s  to°  ^eePe> tGO  narrow  f°r  mcn  to  dance  in, and  keepe 
iments.part  iV.  revell  rout : No  way  is  large  or  fmooth  enough  for  ca- 
3tf.£cht.  vlt.  p.  pering  Roirters,foriumping,skipping,  dancing  Dames, 
431^0  43  6. Sc  but  that  P broad  beaten pleafant  road  that  leades  to  Hell . The 
Troyflards  chro-  gate  ej  jyeAVeft  is  to  ^ ftrait,  the  way  to  b/tjfe  to  narrow,  for 
%C^C'?gl*X  * whole  roundes,  whole  troopes  of  Dancers  to  march  in 
v Matth.7.13.  together : Men  never  went  as  yet  by  multitudes,  mu cH 
n matth.7.13.  l?ne  by  Morrice-dancing  troopes  to  Heaven:  Alas 
JLuk.13.t4.  there  arer  but  few  who  finde  that  narrow  way,  theyfcarce 
«Mattb«7.i4.  goetwo  together : and  thofe  few  what  are  they?  Not 
61  2 Vzcchii  ^ancers>  ^ut  * mourners:  not  laughers,  but  c weepers ; 
io'/iii  z.Iod  whofe  tune  is  u Lachrym a,  whofe  muficke,  %fighesfor 
j.’:,Amo s 8.  finnc ; who  know  no  other  Cinqua-pace  but  this  to  Hca- 
1 °*  ven,  y togoe  mourning  all  the  day  long  jor  their  iniquities  • to 

Numb*  V 6**  * moHrne  **  (ecret  like  Doves,  to  chatter  like  Cranes  for  their 
a Sam  15 o.  *****  an^  others  finnes . a Fafiing,  pr ay ers, mourningy cares, trt- 
lob  1 6.x  6?  halations,  martyr  dome  were  the  onely  rounds  that  led  all  the 
3PfaI .6.  8 . Pfal.  Samts  to  Heaven ; no  other  dance  but  thefe  fad  tunes 

soi.  ^Ioel.2. 

iz.Efcra  3.1  a^.i  o^i.Ifay  2^13. Icr.^.i.c.i  3.7.  tt  lob  16.20,  Pfal46.  6.  Sc  39.12. 
St  80.J.&  n6.j.Ifay  i5.8,Ier^9.ijl8.Lam.i.ii,i8.Luk.  7.  33544.  A£h  10.19, 
31,  i Cor.i44.  iTim.1.4.  * Rom  8 23,16.  x Cor. 5.254.  Lam.  1.  ai.  T lob  30. 

Pfal. 38 ,6. Pfal442.9„&  43.2.6c  44.  ix.  * Ifay  38.14JPfal.115M  gCEzech  9 .4* 
* See  Rom  8.35,3*.  Macth.  A&S  lCor.4.^  so,  11,12.,  13, 
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will  bring  men  to  the  place  of  endlefTe  ioy.  Thefe  other 
dances  oft-times  end  in  finne,  in  hell,  in  horror,  in  Hea- 
ven never;  therefore  all  Chriftians  fhould  doe  well  b to  b lam.  $.9,1©. 
turne  this  dancing  into  mourning  this  toy  and  carnall  laughter  Amos  3. 10. 
into (ptriruall beavtneffe>^s  S.  lames  commands  them,  that  C kl  * 1 20*5*^ 
fo  c {curing  thus  in  tearesjbey  may  r eape  an  harvefi  of  eter wall 
toy,  Laftly,  Pagans  themfeives  have  abundantly  con-  10 
dernned  all  mixt,  lafciviouSjaccurate^amorous  dancing, 
as  misbefeeming  civiil,  chafte,  or  fober  perfons:  and  4 Saturnalium. 
fhall  Chriftians  iuftifie  or  pradife  that  which  the  very  PR*.  cap.  14. 
Heathen  cenlure  and  cry  fhame  on?  d M acrobats f^/Emi-  * Epammodas.. 
luu  Probus,  f Ctcero , S Salufl,  together  with  h Alexander  Mu^xna-^ro 
ab  tsllexandro  ; » Q&ltus  Rhodigtnus,  k A grippa , 1 Peter  Cn  Pianu®°& 
tAdartyrym^ualtberyn  Northbrooke^nd  °Mai\Qr  Stubs  in-  pro  Rcge  De- 
forme us  ; that  it  was  an  infamousy  a dishonour  able  thing  ,0raco. 
for  men  or  womeny  among  the  ancient  pagan  Romanes  yto  have  Be^° 

skill  tn dancmg,  or  to  dance  in  any  feafi  or  publtke  meeting.  ^Genuf  Die* 
And  yet  many  Chriftians  now  a-dayes  repute  this  their  rum.U«c!»y.  " 
glory;  that  they  arc  accurate  expert  Dancers,  which  i-Antiqu.  Left, 
thefe  ingenuous  Pagans  deemed  their  fhame.  Salufi , a 1-P  cap.4.5, 
grave  Roman  Hiftorian,layesthis  as  a brand  of  infamy 
on  SemproniayV  that  fhe  was  taught  to  fingand  dance  more  l [ocoraCon-  ° 
elegantly , then  became  an  hone  ft  woman:  which  figging  and  mumu  Ciaflis0 
dancing  (faith  he)  are  the  in fir  ament  s of  luxury ..  And  what  %.c.n.feft,66. 
did  thefe  two  two  qualities  (which  we  now  io  much 
admire)  worke  in  this  curious,  web  educated  Roman  H [J  • m 
Dame?  the  Hiftorian  tels  us  : All  things  were  alwayes  x 8^. in Matth " 
dearer  to  her  then  refutation  and  ebaftity j and  fhe  was  fo  en-  n Trcatife  a- 
flamed  with  lufly  that  fhe  would  oftner  feeke  after  men^  then  gainft  Dan- 
they after  her . P eJMacrobiu*  informes  us:  that  not  onely  c*n£Png «67. 
SlftR  in  dancing  was  repute  din  famous  and  a badge  of  dtfhonefty  ^ 
among  the  Romanes : but  that  nutwsthflanding  it  4 the  Sonnes  ^ 2 ** 

P Sempronia  doftafuit  pfallcre,faltare  elcgantius  quam  neceffe  eft  probse  ; qua: 
inftrumenta  Iuxuris  funt.  Ei  cariora  iemper  omnia  quamdecus  atquepudiciria 
fnit : lubidine  lie  accenfa,  ut  faepius  peteret  viros  quam  peteretur.  helium  Caul.  peg. 

P Saturnalium. lib. 5 . cap.  14. pag.  458.459.  * NobiUum  vero  filios.  Sc 
(quod  diftunefas  eft)  filias  quoque  virgmes,  inter  ftudiofa  numerate  faltandi 
mediwtioncm,  teftis  eft  Scipio  u4fiua»iiifr c.  Ibida Uf 
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Oacecurprx-  of  Ncble.wen,  and  (which  is  a fhame  to  utter ) their  very 
ihs-  3 m*i0nC"  daughters  alfo  being  yet  V frgins,  did  reckon  dancing  among 
clulis&^m^i'  their  other  forms  fiudtes . Scipio  African  us  jEmilianus, 
capfaltenoque  **  a witnefje  of  this,  who  in  his  Oration  againfl  the  iudtciary 
eimt  in  laudem  law  of  Tibertui  Cjraccus faith  thus : <1  they  are  taught  difhone (l 
hiftrionu:  dif*  toggling : theygoe  with  pretty  impudent  "Dancers,  with  a dul- 
cimt  cantare : cirnSY  md  p fait  cry  to  the  praife  of  Stage -players : they  learne  to 
noltdin?emiis  fw&  which  our  ^Ancefiors  wifbedfiould  be  reputed  a difgrace 
probro  ducier in  Gentlemen*  There  goe,  1 fay,  into  the  Dancing-Schoole  a- 
-^so^gDancers , both  Noble  G tries  and  Tout  he s*  tvhen  one  re - 
inquam,  in  lu-  Ut ed  the fi  things  ta  me , t could  not  perfwade  my  felfe , that 
biter  ^rnjeY’U  Noble  per  fins  would  teach  their  Children  the  fe  things : but 
virgxncs  pu-ri-  when  l was  brought  into  the  Danctng-Schoole, 1 faw  in  good 
queingenui.  earneflinthat  Schoole  above  five  hundred  Beyes  and  Girles. 
Hxc  cum  mihi  Among  thsfe  ( wherein  I mofi  of  all  pit  tied  the  Common wealc) 
cpiifguam  nar-  l fm  one  garmfhed  proud  Bay,  the  Sonne  ef  one  that  Jued 

teram ani ru~  f°r  a £?eat  no  f^en  tms^vs  jeeres  old,  dancing 

indticere.ea  I i wt(h  rattles,  which  kinde  of  dance  a lewde  fooltfh  ferving-boy 
beros  fuos  no-  could  not  bonefily  dance.  Thoufee.fi  (faith  he)  how  Africa- 
biles  homines  nus  mourned,  that  he  hadfeene  the  Sonne  of  one  who  filed  for 
d°cere;  fed  cum  an  Office,  which  the  hope  and  reafin  of  obtaining  a Mctgifira- 
lud  utn  Cikato  cj(at  which  time  he  ought  to  vindicate  him  felfe  and  his  from 
riurn,plu3  meI  reproach  full  aUs ) could  not  then  re  fir  dine  from  doing  that , 

dins  fidius  in  which  couldnot  be  reputed  but  difhonefi  : And  before  he  com - 
eoliidovidi  p/ainestkat  mofi  of  the  Nobility  did  extrcife  this  difbonefij. 
puens  virgim-  yhus  Scipio  Afiicanus  and  c jiiacrobius  iudge  of  dancing. 
eenciV  ^Inhis  C*eer*9*h&  unparalleld  Roman  Orator ; as  he  by  way  of 
unum  (quo  me  fiorne  fiiles  Gahinms,  Catiline s Conful,  a r Dancer ; and 
reipub.maxime  withal!  accufeth  Ferres  for  his  inttmate  acquaintance  with 
mifertum  eft)  Apronius  a diffoluie  adulterous , lafcivious  Tot-companion; 
puerum  bulla-  f danced  naked  at  a drunken  feaft:  which  crime  of  dancing 
iii^nonminord  na^d  he  cbietts  to c L • Fife. So  in  his  elegant  Oratw  for Murx- 

annis  duodecim>cum  crotalis  faitare:quam  fafcationem  impudicus  fervuius  honefte 
faltare  non  poflet.  Vidcs  qtiemadmodu  ingcmuit  Africanus,  quod  vidiflet  cum  cro- 
tilis  fal  tan  tern  petitoris  filiumj&c.  Ibidem . r Saltator  illic  Catilinx  Conful.  Oratio 
f ro  Cn.Plancio.  r Iacorrvivio  laltabas  nudusJ# VerrcmMb.;, 1 Cu  college  tui  domus, 
catu  & cymbalis  perfonaret,cumq;  ipfe  nudus  in  convivio  faitaret  in  quo  ne  tu  qui- 
de  cu  illu  faltatoriu  fi^i  verfaret  orbe  fortune  rota  penimefcebac.Owf/flitf  L.Pifcnem. 
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na,  he  cenfmes  u Cato,  for  filling  L.  Mursena  a Dancer: 
which  if  it  be  truely  obteBed  (iaith  he)  it  is  a reproach  of  a P^  ‘^c  ; 
mo  ft  vehement  accufer : if  fat fly,  of  an  ill-tongked  rayler . For  ma{eVK^'  ‘ ^ 
fince  thou  a>'t  of  fo  great  authority,  thou  ought  eft  not,  O Mar-  (I  Vere  obijci- 
CUS  C'atOjt<3  take  up  a [lander  out  of  the  ftreit , or  fi'em  the  re-  tur, vehement)  s 
proach  of  any  Railer, neither  yetrafhly  to  call  the  Corful  of  the  jccufatoris:  fm 
Roman  Nation ,a  Dancer,  but  to  confider  with  what  other  vt-  conviciaCorf?C1 
ces  he  muft  neceffarily  be  affeBed,  to  whom  this  may  truely  be  Quarecum  ilia 
cbiccled.  For  no  man  almofidoth  dance  fober,  unleffe  perad-  fis- auftoritate, 

»-  non  debes.  M* 


venture  he  be  mad,  neither  being  alone,  neither  yet  at 
rate  and  hone  ft  banquet : extreame  dancing  is  alwayes  the  com-  ^aJ^.JrriPere 
pamen  of  a diforderty  feafi,  a pie  a f ant  place,  and  of  many  vo- 
lupiuotis  delights*  Thou  alleageft  this  againft  me,  which  muft  feu  rr  arum  ali- 
nceds  be  the  extreme  or  utmoft  of  all  vices • thou  omitteft  thofe  quoconvitioj 
things,  which  being  removed,  this  vice  can  never  be  at  all:  no  neque  temere 
dtfhoneft  banquet,  no  love,  no  r (veilings , no  In  ft,  no  prodigal! 
expence  is /hewed:  and  when  the fe  things  are  not  to  be  found,  faltatorem^o- 
rvhich  have  the  name  of  voluptuoufnes  and  whch  are  vitmisim  care:fed  confpi- 
whom  thou  can  ft  not  fin  de  luxury  it  felfe;  in  him  doeft  thou  cere  quibus 
think?  to finde  the  Jbadow of  luxury}  And  in  hi s Oration,  Fro  P^terea  VJt,js 
Deiorato  Rege , he  thus  labours  to  excufe  him  from  the  inf  a-  ^ecdfeTh  am 
my  of  dancing.  x what  finally  ? whether  deth  this  Gallowes - CU1  veJe  iilud  * 
bird  proceed  ? he  faith  that  Deioratus  was  fo  transported  with  .obijei  potefh 
mirth, and  overcome  with  wine, that  he  danced  naked  in  afeaft . Nemo  enim 
What  Cjallowesis  fuffeient  to  pumfhthis  fugitive  ? who  ever  ^ 

faw  Deioratus  dancing  or  drunken  l all  royall  vertues  are  in 
him}dr  c.he  therefore  who  whiles  he  was  yet  a childe,was  ftiemi-  tbkiemy,^  \<y.' 
ncntly  glorious, that  he  never  did  any  thing  but  mo  ft  fever  ely  * Quid  dcniq;> 
and  gravely,  hath  he  in  this  repute  and  age  of  his,  thtnke  you,  ^lrcifer  quo 

AayirA/1  ? *7 \/v  in  h/l<7>0  />/!  i-Vto  e PrOJlfcditUl  ? 


danced ? Thou  ought  eft  rather  to  have  imitated  the  manners 
and  difeipline  of  thy  Grandfather  Caftor,  then  to  (lander  a 


ait,  hac  laeticia 
Deiornru  cla- 


good  and famous  man,  with  the  tongue  of  a fugitive*  Rut  if  uim,vmofe 
thou  hadeft  had  a Dancer  to  thy  Grandfather , and  not  that  obruiff*:,  m co- 
man from  whom  patterns  s of  mode  ft y and  ckaftity  might  be  ta-  vivioq;  nudum 
ken, yet  this  reproach  would  not  at  all  be  convenient  again]}  that  ^ uThuic 

tivo  poteftfatis  fupplicij  afferre  ? Deioratum  faltantern  quifquam  aut  ebyium  vidit 
unc^ium  ? ornnes  funt  in  illo  regix  virtutes,&c.  vide  Ibidem. 
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age,  which  from  its  youth  hath  fenfed  it  fife  with  the  ftudy,  nnt 
of  dancing,  but  of  wcll-m anagtng  nrmes  and  Horfes,  which 
feveralipaflages,  together  with  that  in  the  third  Boothe 
vim  fv^C  fU'1C  °f  ^°iS  Offices  • y 7 hat  a tuft  or  hone  ft  man,  would  nos  dance  in 
ur  di  ^ironim0’  P*M*k*>  though  he  might  be  heire  to  M.  Craffus,  though  per* 
pcrcu/lioncj  chance  a dtjhoneft  man  would  doe  it  : fmjiciently  teftifie, 
n.*res  police  that  dancing  was  an  infamous  thing  in  men  of  place 
icriptus  eflTe,  and  note, among  the  Romanes:  that  it  was  a notorious 

c/IetHc^  ' *l0R  reProach  among  them  to  be  ftiled,  much  more  to  bee 
forofrafhiVrc  a Dancer,  and  that  no  fobermen,  but  vitious,  riotous 
de)  (alcarst. At  VV  hore-mafters  and  Drunkards  onelyufedit,  in  their 
-iiomoiuftus,&  Cups  and  ebrious  Feafts.  It  is  Seneca  his  lamentable 
quem  lenti  mus  complaint  of  his  times,  and  we  may  iuftly  take  up  the 
nihil11  cii^nUm5  fame  of  ours,  z that  the  wits  of  flotbfuil  youth  weregrowne 
quod  -:rm  neither  were  they  induftrious  in  the  ftudy  of  any  honeft 

transferal  de-  thing.  S leepe,  and  float  h,  and  that  which  was  worfe  thenei- 
trahet,&c  ibid,  ther  fleepe  or  la^ineffe,  the  diligent  purfuileofevill  things , hath 
£ Torpent  ecce  invaded  their  minder.  The  obfeene  ftudies  of  pnging  and  dan - 
ingema  defidi-  cm„  fnray  marke  his  epithite)  doe  pofejje  the  effeminate: 
in  ulliws  a*d  to  frounce  and  curie  the  hatre,  to  become  tfemmate  in 
honelte  rei  la-  ffeech  and  body , u the  very  patterne  of  our  youth.  And  now 
bore  vigilatur.  obferve  what  followed  here  upon ;)  they  are  conejuerers 
Somnus  lan-  of  others  chaftity^  negligent  of  their  owne.  (Againe,  in  his 
noTchi'n"  uore  Naturall  Qusftions.  Itb.y.  cap. 32.  he  compiaines;  a that 
tarpior/m'aia-  t^e  houfe  of  Pyladis  and  Batillus  (two  Dancing-mafters 
rum  verum  in-  and  Stage-players)  had fucceffors  to  continue  it : that  there 
duftria,  invafit  were  many  Schollcrs  and  many  M afters  of  thefe  arts : Thefe 
animos  Can-  ^JMafters  teach  privately , (or  there  is  a private  T> anting- 
nun'  obtain  a ^c^00^e  )thorowout  the  (fitly \wherc  both  men  and  women  dance: 
ftudia  effxmi-  Men  and  their  wives  ftnve  betweene  themfehes , which  of 
natos  tenent : them  Jhall  fir  ft  turne  the  fide  to  the  Danctng-mafter.  After - 
& capiilu  fran-* 

gere,&c.no{trorum  adolefcentium  fpecimen  efl.Emolliti  encruefq;  quod  nati  funt 
inuitimment ; expugnatores  aliens  pudiciti£,  negligentes  fuae.  Contreverf  lib.i. 
rPro£n<ie.fag. 967.  a Star  per  fuccellores  Pyladis  & Batilli  domus,harum  3rtium 
mulci  difcipuli  Cuntmultiq;  doftores  Privatim  urbe  tota  fonat  pulpitum:  In  hoc 
viri,in  hoc  farming  tripudiant.  Mares  inter  fe  uxorefqtie  contendunt,uterdet  latus 
iilis.Deinde  fub  peifona,cua\  diu  trita  frons  eft^tranfitur  at  ganeamJ&/./>4n* 

wards. 
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wards  yw  hen  as  their  mode  ft],  and  all  their Jhame  is  worne  quits 
away,  they  paffe  difgusfedto  a Urothcl-koufe.  Loe  here  the 
end,  the  fruits  of  dancing,  which  this  Heathen  Philo-  b inftrumcnu 
fopher  much  deplores.  To  paife  by  b luftm ; who  fliles  luxuria^tym- 
mufteke  and  dances,  the  inftruments  of  Luxury : together  Pal,aat^m" 
with c Ovid,  d Vir^ily e Tibullus,  and  f Horace ; who  cen- 
fure  dancingy  as  an  effeminate  practice  of  drunken,  lewde , ? 

adulterous  men  and  womenyin  their  luxurious  feafts  and  mee-  p.,  5 1 . } . 5 . p,8^, 
tings ; and  withall  to  omit  the  Story,  of  s Zenophons  beRemedto 
dancing  TruHy  who  enamored  Socrates  and  the  other  Spe - Amoris.Iibx. 
ttators,wirh  her  dancing  and  T layer -like  allien  : The  Poet  S^^enf  I o 
b Juvenal  makes  dancing,  the  very  badge  of  an  adultereffeytbe  p 
fuel]  of luff  the  caufe  of adultery  and  much  prodigall  expence;  Copa.p.sop, 
reputing  him  an  unhappy  Hujhandy  who  hath  a dancing  Dame  c Epift.  lib.i. 
to  his  wife.  And  if  this  be  true,  how  many  happy  Huf-  £F*bi4.p.t<5<>. 
bands  are  there  now, when  there  are  fo  few  un*dancing  yivi^°p  g 
wives  ? * Suetonius  records  this,among  other  of  Caligula  to  * O01,p’  p * ’ 
his  vices,  that  he  was  a Singer  and  a Dancer:  that  he  wasfo  * Cum  tibia 
tranfforted  with  the  pleafure  of  dancing  and  ftngingy  that  hee  lumbos  Incicae 
could  not  fo  much  as  re  frame  in  pubhkg  Enterlttdes 5 but  he  & cornu  p ari- 
msfi  fug  together  with  the  Tragadian  that  atted ; and  openly 
imitate  the  geflure  of  the  Stage-player,  either  as  it  were  pray - ta?,crineq;  ro- 
png  or  cor  retting  it.  He  did  hkewife  dance  (faith  he)  in  the  tantvlulame 
night  fometimes : and  upon  a time  fending  for  three  grave  men  *>rnP°  M*na- 
who  bad  beene  Con fuls, into  his  Palace , in  the  fecond  watch  C"cs:  0 4uamu* 
of  the  night,  he  placed  them  being  in  a very  great  fearey  tlbus  ardor 
uptn  a Scaffold  : and  then  he  leaped  out  psddenly  with  a great  Concubitus  > 
noyfcof'Tipes  and  Fidlers  clad  in  a womans  Cjowne^and  a long  quae  vox  fal- 
coatey  and  [saving  danced  out  a dance,  he  departed.  k Polibius  tantc  bbidine, 
and 1 Athen£usydoQ  both  much  condemne  Autkchns  fur - 

biturjomniafient  Ad  verity  quibus  inccndi  iam  frigidusaevo  Laomedontiades,  Sc 
Neftoris  hernia  polTit.S4/)r.6  p.^.vid  ibuLVorCit^a  expeftes  ut  Gadicanacanpro 
Inciput  prurire  choro,plaufuq;  probate  Ad  terra  tcemulo  defeend ant  clime  puet- 
I*.  Speftanthoc  nuptae  iuxta  rccumbante  marito.  Quod  pudeat  narrafle  al. quern 
pracfentiVus-ipfis.Jlrritamentu  veneris  languentis,  & acres  Divuis  urtic^,  nujoj 
tamen  ifta  voluptas  Alcerius  fexus3magis  illeextenditur,&  mox  Auribns  atqj  ocu-. 
lis  conccpta  urinamovetur,&c«Sdtyi\  1 1 p.tio .vidjbid.  i Suctony  Cai;guhx  fed,  4 
J Hiller. lib.  2.5.  quoted  by  Mbenaus.  1 Dipnofoph, lib.i  o.cap  12^.694.69;, 
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named  the  Iftuftrious,  yet  ft  i led, the  mad,  by  them  : for  that 
in  his  riotous  drunken  Feafh,  he  would  frmetimes  play  together 
with  the  cAclors : and  once  being  vailed  quite  over , hewa4 
brought  in  upon  the  Stage  by  Flayers,  and  laid  upon  the  ground, 
as  if  he  were  one  of  them  : Afterwards  oport  unity  calling  him 
forth , he  did  caper,  he  did  dance  and  iefl  with  the  P foyers,  fo 
that  all  there  prefent  were  afhamed:  To  freb  miferablc  things 
m DipnofJ.ii.  as  the fe, doth  that  ftupidtty  induce  men,  which  is  ingendred  of 
c.13. p.841.  drunkenneffe . The  fame  m Athen&us,  out  of  Theopompusy 

n Ainicas  falu-  doth  cenfure  Strabo  King  of  the  Sydonians,  who  exceeded 
poru]S  Forma-  mcn  tn  <t^e  ftu^y  of  pleasure  and  delights  * for  that  he  made 

las  primu nunc  ajfrmbhes  of  Ftdlersj  Dancing- women,  Lutanifls s and  fent 
nobis  dicere  for  many  Leamons , inheres,  or  Mifireffes  out  of  Pelleponneftts , 
non  eft  Fiore-  f9Y  many  finging  women  out  of  Ionia , and  for  many  amorous 
^tr^es  0Ht  °f Greece,  fome  of  which  he  tendred  to  thofe  that 
cidatMercedi,  danced,  others  of  them  he  ufua'Jy  offred  to  his  friends  that  fung 
ac  rapiunt  one-  as  a rewardof  their combate,&c.  which  verefies  the  for- 
ra  porramibus  mer  pofition,  that  dancing  is  the  occafion  of  much 
Ulain.  lewdenefle ; and  that  Dancers  for  the  moft  part  arc  a* 

cus^c^amd  " ^ulterous,  lecherous  people,  given  up  to  fenfualiry, and 
hx  faltaiiones?  ah  kinde  of  vice.  W hich  is  further  verified  in  his  Dipnofr 
quee  petulantia  l 4.^.6./. Bcf.I  2. 1 3 ./.I  O.r.p.i  2. /.I  2.C.6,  IO.  I $. L n I ^ c. 6, 
m Dionyfiade  10.3  14.C.3.5.1  i • 1 2.  where  he  fhtwcsjthat  all  com- 

iriupu  tumiu-  mQn  j)roj}ttHted  whores  were  expert  Dancers ; and  all  Dancers 
^ifid  p 98  +vid  chores, adulterers, or  lafeivious,deboifi  0 Bacchanalian  per  fans, 
1-4.  c.3.1 753  an&  that  fo  they  were  reputed  among  Pagans . Homer,  Odyjfea. 

34. 1.  U c.j.4.1.  lib.iq  p.418.  and  out  oFhim  Stobans,  Sermo . 18  ,fol.  12  6. 
6.c.6.\.io,  c.9.  enumerate  this  among  other  effeds  of  Wine  and  drun- 
II,I<5'l'i^c  l' 'kennefle,  P that  they  make  a wife  man  to  fing  and  dance. 

Which  proves,  that  wile  men  anciently  never  danced 
i3.c.x7.1.r f,  but  when  they  were  drunken,  or  frantique;  which 
cap.  1. 8-  Euripides  his  Tragedie  ftiled  Baccha,  and  Strabo  his  Geo- 

p-Vmurnctiam  ^r^.lib.io.pag^S.to  55.  will  moft  * plentifully  evi- 

tem  ^a/de  cantare,,&  leniter  ridere3&  faltare  impelliM^idJncft  vino  facra  pars  con- 
vivij,&  fplendoris.lneft  etiam  pars  faltationis.  Vinu  tsntx  eft  potential  ut  ad  cho- 
reas Yel  fenes  ipfos  trahet.  P any  a files,  & Eriphut.  ApHcbpoet.Mimrti.  fffivlt.p.  178° 
* $ee  hkeyjrife  Plato.Lcgum.D'uilogj  .pag.8  81. 
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dcnce, to  tkofe  who  have  leifure  to  perufe  them.  True 
it  is  that  9 Plato  and  r ^Auflotle  approve  o£ dancing  tn  the  ^ ^llIg(Pu“’ 
Fefiivities  and  Solemnities  of  their  Idol-Gods,  in  which  they 
were  moft  inttfe:  which  dances  as  they  were  very  rare,  7>p,38o,$8i>r 
perchance  f once  or  twice  ay  eere;  fo  they  were  likewise  ^82,872,8  73, 
*certainey  appointed  by  their  idolatrous  rPrief}syor  by  the  Over - ^4- 
feers  of  their  dances,  which  dances  might  not  be  altered  but  by  'J 
pub  like  authority  by  the  ‘Tricfts  and  {JMagiflrates  fpeciallds - l,g.c.?.6,7*. 
rettion.  Neither  were  they  fuch  dances  asChriftians  fCum  cantibus 
can  approve.  Tor  Plato  even  in  thefe  facred  dances  dedic a-  & chords  an- 
ted  to  Idol-Gods,  would  have  Touthes  and  Girles  to  dance  to-  ^os^~ 
get  her  naked,  that  Jo  they  might  the  better  difcerxc  one  anc-  cilj°  T&q  vli\* 
thers  beauty  or  deformity , and  fo  might  not  be  deceived  in  their  Tim  Hifi  hb  4.* 
matches  and  marriages : Which  cuftome  of  dancing  naked,  peg.}  40. 
as  it  feemes  by  K Tally,  y Athenaus,  xBafd9  * Euripedes/'fl*tolc  gum. 
and  others,  was  much  in  ufe  in  former  times  in  drunken 

in  which  1 naked  whores  or  women  oft-times  attended , 874881^882* 
the  more  to  enrage  the  naked  Dancers  and  the  SpeElators  & Humfmodi 
lufis,  to  which  they  were  profhtuted  at  their  plcafetre.  Such  igiturftudij 
lafeivious,  beaftly  dances  as  thefe  did  thefe  lewde  Phi-  pratil  lu* 
lofophers,and  the  b drunken  Greekes  allow  jn  the  peftrvals  of  ^o^entti3^ & 
their  filthy  Idols.  But  for  ail  other  private  dances  (fuch  pueilarum  con- 
onely  excepted  as  were  filled  c rPtrncalii  wherein  men  vanl-  ft! tuere  opor- 
ted,and  danced  tn  their  A mor  to  fhew  their  aPHvtty  and  tet,ut  Sc  nudi 
firength ; ) they  were  evermore  infamous  among  Pa-  ^idasfpeftent, 
gans,as  the  precedent  Authors  and  Doctor  * T^etwlds  ip^curatione 
witnefle  • therefore  they  lTiould  be  much  more  abomi-  &Vtatequada 
liable  to  all  chafe,  all  modeft  Chriftians.  fuos  prxtextus 

habente,ufq  ad 

moderatum  fingulorum  pudorem.It?g//«s  Dial.^.p,86 o.  2 In  Verrem.l.j.Oratio  in 
L.Pifonem  & Pro  Rege  Deiorato.7  DipnoCl.l4.c.  1 :,*Dc  Ebri.&  Luxu.Ser.  * In 
his  Bacchic. '•Athenxus  Dipn  lji.c  ^.7  3i}.Suetoniy  TiberimSeft>4-t-4$*b  See  /Emilij 
Prohi  Epaminond  s.  Pclibius  Hift.l.^p.^o.Hoineri  Iliad. hi  8 'p.d^^oo.Euri- 
pidis  Bacch.T.DycnyhH  'lIicar.Antiqu  Rom.l. 7. fe&«9.  Strabo  Gcogr.  1. 10.  Atho 
n2us.D1pnor.k14.  ri.  c Pfoto.  Legum.  Dialcg.7.pig.88o.  881,882.  Zenophon. 
De  Expedite  Cyri  Hift.hb  .6  .pa?.  $7  7 1.  Strabo  Geogr.lib.io.  A then  2 us  Dip- 

aofoph  lib.  1 4.C.12.  Plutarchi  S;  mpofiacum.9  Quseft.i  5 . Alex,  ab  Alcxandro.l.^> 
c.i 9.C3el'iusR.hodig.Antiqu.Lecl.i.f  .C.4.&  1 18 .0,2,6. See  Buiengcrus  De  Theatre. 
lib.i.cap.52,  * See  his  Overthrow  orfStnge-playes.paflim. 
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O&tect.  i.  If  any  here  obied  in  defence  of  amorous  mixt  lasci- 
vious dancing,  ( I fpeake  not  of  grave  fingle,  chaffo,and 
fober  meafures  men  witlrmen)  which  is  now  fo  much 
r in  u(e  and  high  dtecmc.  Fiift,  that  there  are  many  lau- 
4^xo.i^io32T.  dable  examples  of  dancing  in  the  Scripture:  a sd  that  of 
Mtr'uim  and  the  Ifralttijh  women  after  the  drowning  of  the 
s z Sun*  *6'  Egyptians , and  their  miraculous  deliverance  from  them  ; that 
iChron.i;'!^.  °f  c bepthaes  Daughter i { of  the  Jfralitifh  women  after  the 
h Pfal.149.3  • flaughterof  Goliah  and  the  Pbiltfltns:  and  that  S of  David, 
Pfal4i  50.4,.  who  danced  before  the  Arke  with- all  bu  might.  Secondly, 
that  God  commandes  ns , h to  praife  him  with  cymbals  and 
Icr  3V.4  °yi2*  dances  : That  Salomon  writes ; * there  u a time  to  dance; 
Lam.j.ij.  and  that  Mother  Scriptures  feeme  to  allow  of  dancing  aslaw- 
Matth.n.17.  full.  Therefore  it  cannot  be  unlawfull. 
jinfwer  I.  Tothefe,  I anfwer  firft ; that  thefe  Scriptures  and 
> See  Peter  Mar-  examples  warrant  that  kinde  of  dancing  oncly  which 
tyr,  Gualtbcr , is  fpecified,  and  commended  by  them  ; not  our  thea- 
Nntbhrool(e,  tricall^w  moderne  common  dancing*  which  1 differs  from  it  in 
Stabs,  & LffiiU,  mAry  nMtertall  circtsmJ?Ancesywd\  worth  the  obfervation. 
quoted  places j F°r  firft,  thefe  dances  which  we  read  of  in  theScrip- 
where  thefe  ' ture,  m were  all  fingle,  con ftjhng  altogether  of  men , or  of  wo - 
Scriptures  and  men  onely : ( which  kjnde  of  fingle  meafures  were  anciently  in 
objections  are  ufe  among  n the  Perfians  and  Greecians,&  are  yet  retained  a- 
(W°eredUlly  ^ mon&  t^e  0 Brafilutns  *»d  others .)  W hereas  our  modeme 
**  See  Exod.iy.  ^ances  are  for  the  moft  part  mixt,  both  men  and  wo- 
*o,2i.iudg#.n.  men  dancing  prornifeuoufly  together  by  feleded  cou- 
34-c.zi.ir,i3.  pies.  Secondly,  thefe  dances  were  no  artificial!  curious 
1 Sam.  1 8.6,7,  halliards,  Iigs,  or  Carontoes , learned  with  much  paints 
IerTr  Iudith  anc^  Pra(^c  ac  a Dancing-Schoole,  as  oiirs  are  : f but 
1 M z, 1 3 -Mat.  fimfk , plane,  unart  ificiall  fober  motions . Thirdly , thefe  dan* 
i4.G7.Mar.*.  ces  were  no  ordinary  daily  recreations at  every  feaft 

2Z. 

* Zenophon,DeEipedit.Cyri.l.*.p.370.37T./4/i;i:»^  Dipnof.  I,i4,c.iz.  • Leriut 
De  Navigatione  in  Brafiliara.c.57.  T-ardyae Pilgr.Li.c.i.l.Gc.1  $.1.8.c.i4.1ib.9.c3p.z. 
ft  See  OualtberAiom.^iJin  Marc.&  Hom.iS3.in  M3ith.  P tier  Martyr* Locoru  Com. 
Clallis.z,c,u.fe&.*3,tc>  680M.Hortbbroot(e  & Stabs*  qua  fupra.  M idm  7>ownbajw 
ChriftianWarfare.l.34c.2i/eft.y.See HoractDz  Eicg. 

lib.z.Eleg4,&  Tkgil  Georgdib42.pag^,o. 

•r 


Part.i. 


H ifirio-cMaftix . 


z53 


or  meeting,  upon  every  Lords-day,  Holi-day,  or  va- 
cant time;  and  that  upon  no  other  occaflon,  but  for  9 ToIIc  libidi- 
mirth  or  laughter  fake,  to  pafle  away  the  time,  or  to  fa-  & nS 

tiate  mens  unruly  lulls,  ( the  a onely  props  of  dancing ; ) as  frarcbaDcT(e- 
all  our  moderne  dances  are.  But  they  were  rpubhkt  ex-  mc(n0ftr  Form - 
traordinary  fpeciall  dances,  taken  up  by  pious  (fhriftnins  to  na.l.i.  Diri.z^. 
pratfi  the  Lord  wit  ball,  after  fame  extraordinary  great  ddtve-  1 See  Hxodj  5. 
ranees  from,  or  vidories  over  their  enemies,  which  Icarce  xo>2-i  -ludg.i  1 
hapned  twice  in  divers  ages:  Whereas  our  dances  are 
not  Inch.  Fourthly,  thele  dances  were  not  made  in  any  <?;7,  z Sam.  6. 
•private  Honfe,  or  Hall;  in  any  Ale-houfe,Taverne,  or  16.  Iudithiy. 
Bower  neereadjoyning ; much  Idle  at  any  [ CMay-pele,  } 2>i  3- 
Wake,  or  Church- a/e;  at  any  Flay-houfe,  Wedding,  or  yfreil1  De^Bi* 
Dancing- Schoole,  as  ours  are:  bat  in  the  op enl field,  Vem.Reiid  5' 
where  the  vidor tons  Cjenerall  and  hi s Army  were  to  paffe ; c.iMStubsA- 
whom  they  went  out  to  meet  and  welcome  home  with  thefe  natomyof  A- 
tht  ir  dances  * which  founded  forth  his  praifes  in  thofe  Pfalmes  ^ui*cs*  P*i°9-to 
and  heavenly  Songs,  which  the  Scripture  hath  recorded,  t\!e4fc^U!^[ 
Fiftly,thcy  danced  not  by  couples  or  in  meafure  as  we  and  Wakes°  ^ 
ufetod  oc,K  but  in  one  inttre  traine  or  round . Sixtly,  they  which  fomebe- 
didnot  wantonly  Icape,  caper,  fling  or  skip  about  like  gm  to  preach  ^ 
Does  or  Bedlams ; nor  Jmincwgly  trip  it, as  our  fafeivious  r. even  in  °P^ 
amorous  Dancers  doe but  they  fifed  4 1 modefl  grave  t J iQ 
and  fiber  motion,  much  like  to  * walking  or  the  grave  old  z1.Iudg.11.34! 
meafure  s ; having  timbrels  and  cymbals  in  their  hands,  and  1 Sun.  iS\6,7. 
a Pfalmes  (not  fcurrilous  amorous  Pallorals  ) in  their  Judth  if. 11,15 
mouthes , wherewith  they  did  unfatnedly  bleffe  and  praife  the  j^1*'  ~0> 
Lord  for  their  obtamcdvittortes  and  deliverances, and^ found  thorowour** 
forth  the  Vidors  praifes . Seventhly,  Thefe  chances  were  Y Sam.  18.6.7. 
free  from  all  lafeivious  dalliances,  from  all  amorous  ge-  1 S1m.2x.tho- 

flares,  gropings,  kifTes,  complements,  love-trickes, rovvout* 
and  wanton  cmbracements ; which  abound  in  all  our  Jf‘ 
moderne  Dances.  Lallly,  c thefi  dances  were  wholy  devoted  2 ^ \°Sam  *8* 
6,7.Iudith  1 compared  together,  r Ifay  5.16.  *Exodif.  2.0. 1 Sam.i 8.6, 

7.1udith  x 5.1 2,1  $.&c.  x4  * It  was  like  our  Lincclncs  Inne  finging  of  Mirth  and 
Sohcc.  * Exod.i  5,20,2  l.Iadg.f.  1 Sam.22  Iudithi6.comparcd  with  Ephef  5.19, 
xo.Col^.i6.Iam.5.i5.Icr.3i.4,i  iSam  18.6,7.  « See  » before: & Pul  149. 3. Pf. 
ifo.^Pf.jo.ii.Thcfedances  were  like  the  Gnging  of  TeVewi  Landamy*,  after  vifto- 
ncs,  of  which  we  have  fumlry  prcGdents  in  our  Engltih  Chronicles . 
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* See  Thee  dent-  to  Cjods  praife  and  glory  « * they  were  a holy  religious  ferv.ee 
Hift.tccl.  done  to  God^roceedingfomtheibankefulyieffe  of  fuch  hearts^ 
C ol  ^ f cnr’4  were  ravifhed with  (feds  more  Jpecull  mercies:  Our  moderne 
wanton  dances  have  no  fuch  pious  ends  and  circum- 
fhnces.they  proceed  not  from  luch  hearts,  fm  h occafi- 
ons,  fuch  extraordinary  favours  of  God  as  thefe  : they 
differ  from  them  in  all  thefe  feverall  circuftances:  there- 
fore thefe  dances,  thefe  examples  doe  nowayes  iufti* 
fie,  but  condemne  all  ours,  which  have  no  affinity  nor 
cognation  with  them. 

j4nfwer  2.  To  the  ftcond  Obje&ion  ; that  Salomon  faith,  * there 
i is  a time  to  dance.  I anfwer  firft, that  by  dancing  in  this, 

4 Eccles.  3.4.  and  the  other  c obietted  Scriptures , is  not  meant  any  cor- 
c Sp^?la^  *0,  porall  dancing,  or  artificial!  moving  of  the  feet  in  mca- 
ltii  iVo  49Ier  ure  : ^Ut  en^r  art  *nxvard cheerefulneffe of  heart,  and  readmes 
1 1.4, 1 5*Lcmil  °f  i*  Gods  fervice : or  e/fe  a (pintuall  exultation  of  the 
5 .1  * .Mat.  11 17  * foule  in  the  apprehc-nfon  of  fome  (peciall  favour  of  (j ed  unto  it , 
Luk.7. 3 1 . See  exprejftd  in  an  abundant  pray  png  of  God  in  pfdmesy  in  hymnes 
u4mbrofe,  Angu-  f,tritPlaH  fongs . This  and  no  other  is  the  dancing  in- 

£’“V  '“?ed  by  Salmon,  and  commanded tin the  Scripture,  as 
ra,  Marlorat , * O lymph  dor  us,  S ( hryfo/fome , n tAmbrofe^ 1 Glofa  Ordtna - 

Oua'ther,  Raba-  risy  Lyra , k Calvin , and  */ undry  others  teach  us.  Se- 
nm  Maurmfijh  condiv,  admit  this  text  be  meant  of  corporall  dancing, 
and.ryToftatM,  yet  jt  intends  no  other  but  religious  holy  dances,  in 

& ether  Com-  w|ajc]1  ejtber  men  0r  women  mpratfe  the  Lord  with  Ihmnes 
mentators  on  - . , J , t J 

thefe  texts  ac-  a”d  godly  P fames ,/mging  with  a grace  tn  their  hearts  to 

c ordingly.  hiin,who  hath  given  them  fo  gi  eat  an  occalion  of  much 
fIn  Ecdefi.3.  holyioy  : it  alio  wes  no  other  dances  but  luch,in  which 
s & the  heart  is  more  aflive  then  the  feet;  in  which  Gods 

h DePxniten-  §^>*7  (not  carnail iollity)  is  the  iitmoft  end,  !t  gives 
tia. \.z.  c.6. Ep.  no  tolieration  therefore  for  our  common  dances,which 
1.4.  Epift.  50,  have  neither  holineffe  for  their  quallity,  nor  piety  for 
Comment  1.6.  their  end.  Laftly,  Salomon  faith  onely,  that  there  is  a time 

jn  Luc.7.Tom.  t0  ^ance  : aad  this  time,  I am  fure,  is  neither  ^ Lords- 
3.pag«47. 

i In  Pfal.i494&  1 yo> In  Pf. 3 o.v.  1 1 d Peter  Martyr ,Gualthcr&{ortbbrdc\Cy  tubs }LoveU 
Vownhm,&  others }quafupra  mEphef.^. 19,50  C0L3.16.Iam, 5.1  3 Pfai.30.1  i.Pfal. 
i 49. 3 ,Pfalvi  5 0.4.  compared  with  this  text  of  Salomon,  * See  p.  131. 240-^0  2-44- 
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dajes,  nor  an)  other  folemne  Feftivals  devoted  to  Gods  fer- 
vffe,  as  the  fore-quoted  Councels,  Fathers,  and  mo- 
derne  Authors  teftifie:  thefe  are  not  times  of  dancing, 
but  of  *praying>hearing, reading,  meditating,  andfuc-h 
like  holy  duties.  Ail  dancing  therefore  on  inch  times 
as  thefe  (which  are  now  made  the  chiefeft  dancing  fea- 
fons)  are  out  o ['Salomons  difpenfation.  Againe,the  time 
of  working,  of  following  our  vocations,  of  perfor- 
ming private  familie  duties  of  religion ; the  times  of 
fleepe  and  reft  ( f tneane  the  night,*  which  is  more  often 
fpent  in  dancing  then  in  praying,  or  any  pious  duty)  is 
none  of  Salomons  times  for  dancing:  it  being  altoge- 
ther untimely  at  thefe  feafons;  Therefore  thofe  who 
fpend  their  working,  praying,  reading,  ftudyingtime 
(°  which  God  commandes  them  to  redeem?)  in  dancing, 
(whichtoo  many  make  their  worke,  their  life,  their 
tr?.de)dance  out  of  Salomons  time  and  meajure ; who  gives 
no  allowance  to  their  untimely  Rounds.  Againe,  dan- 
cing after  a man  is  tyred  out  with  honeft  labour,  is  al- 
together unfeafonable  : P fleepe  and  quiet  reft , are  a ma- 
ned mans  be  ft, his  fitteft  recreations : They  that  worke  hard 
all  day,  had  more  need  to  reft,  then  dance,  all  night. 
And  yet  how  many  are  there,  who  after  an  hard  iourny 
oratoylfome  dayes  worke,  will  take  more  paincs  at 
night  in  dancing,  then  they  did  in  labouring  all  the  day 
timer&  fcecaufe  they  are  quite  tyred  out  with  working, 
they  will  yet  tire  themfclves  once  againe  in  dancing; 
and  fo  difable  themfclves  the  more  for  the  workes  and 
duties  of  the  enfuing  day;  whereas  every  Recreation  fhoald 
helpeynot  hinder  men  in  their  callings.  Hard  workers  there- 
fore have  little  time,  at  lead:  but  little  need  or  reafon  to 
turne  Dancers.  For  others,  who  can  finde  either  little, 
or  no  time  at  all  to  worke,  (which  is  the  epidemical! 
deplorable  gentile  fafhion r of  our  la*,)  age,)  I am  fure  Sa- 
lomon hath  bounded  them  out  no  time  to  danc eiEccles.%. 
hath  fct  downe  24. fever  all  times  a:  lead:,  far  fever  all 
vork^s, and  but  one  (if  that)  for  dancing.  Thofe  therefore 

who 


* See p.241  ♦ 

142,243- 


* See  Seneca^- 
pift.12  2»&  the* 
nam  Dipn.l.12* 
cap  6. 1.8. c.  1 2. 
& lib.  1 5 ,cap„X. 

0 Ephef.j.i6. 

CoL  4.  f . See 
Ad.  6.  Scene  1. 


P Eccies  ji  2. 


a See  M .irbcu- 
lics  Sermon  of 
Timesredemp- 
tion,  with  all 
thofe  who 
writeof  Re- 
creation. 
rMuch  like  to 
that  of  Sodom. 
E2ech.16.49. 
or  that  in  the 
r Cor.  10.7. 
Ifay  5.1  r, 1 2 
Amos  64i,to  7. 
See  Jobn.Sanf- 
/?«ric,DeNu^is 
Curiai.  lib.i. 
cap.  1.4,5  4. 
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( Sec  z Thef.j.  who  exempt  thcmfclves  from  thefe  times  of  working, 

8 io,ii,iz.Scc  Can  make  no  title  to  this  dancing  feafon.  He  that  vyll 
Snmtef o^La1  labour, 1 tie  unfit  he fhould play.  He  that  hath  no  wor- 
bourcrs,and  a”  king  time,  tis  cquall  he  fhould  have  no  dancing  time, 
gainft  Rogues  And  yet  how  many  are  there  now  a-dayes  who  will 
&.  Vagabonds:  needs  intitle  themlelves  to  this  time  to  dance,  though 
accordingly,  they  profefltdly  difclaimc  all  times  to  mourne  or 
DcTriT  wol*ke?  How  many  are  there  that  worke  till  they 
ai^Maiicris11"  freeze, and  yet  dance  till  they  lweat  ? that  cannot  worke 
Chriftianae.i.i  or  pray  one  houre  in  a day  for  (loath,  and  yet  can  dance 
c.i  3 .14.  Ma-  nimbly  day  and  night  all  the  rveeke  long  ? that 1 cannot  roalke 
ftcr  Noribbroolp  twenty  yards  to  Church  on  foot  without  the  helpe  of  a Coach ; 
Jl'Caft  D a"  * an<^  yct  d^ce  40.  Galliards  or  Carantoes  five 
1 64.I3.  ScThryi  hundred  paces  long  ? Thelc  indefatigable  dancers,who 
fift.  Horn. 7.  m would  rather  die  then  worke;  and  not  live  then  live 
Matth.Tom  z.  well : needonely  a time  tj6  worke  (which  I wilhthey 
C°l. *9.  A.  ac-  may  Hnd:)not  a time  to  dance, (which  they  will  befure 
*»°S lo^Hitroni  t0  game)fince  they  dance  and  play  away  all  their  time  ; 

ENfebiu4,Da  ■ Wherefore  fince  neither  Labourers  nor  Loyterers  have 
mafccne,Fntgcn-  any  need  of  dancing,  they  have  certainly  no  title,toS4- 
tiusjTbeopby'aft,  lemons  time  of  dancing  : and  fo  both  their  dancing  and 
VivtSi  Calvin,  arguments  are  out  of  (eafon.  Since  therefore  it  is  in- 
fjafjufiZ,  faillbl y evident  by  all  thefe  premtes,  that  our  theatri- 
Erafrmu,  4 grip-  call  amorous  mixtlaiOvioas  dancing,  is  iinhill  and  un- 
cc,  Brant, North-  chriftian  at  the  lealf,  if  anot  Heathenifh  and  Diabo/tcaH-t 
bm^e,  stubs,&  The  Major  of  my  precedent  Syllogifme  mull:  be  grated: 
others  ftilc  it)  which  \ ihal  here  clofeup  with  that  notable paifage  of 
t^WaWenfeV  ^^xan^er  Yabritius  , an  ancient  Englifh  though 
in  their  fore-  * fomewhat  Popifh  Author,  who  writes  thus  of  Dan* 
quoted  places,  ring.  * The  entring  into  the  proceffions  of  dances , hinders 
* Chorearu  n men  from  ingreffe  into  the  heavenly  proceffton,and  thefe  who 

proceflionibuf 

ingreiVusabingreiTucxIeftisproccfifionis  impediat,  & nimiru  nam,in  diebus  feflis 
choreas  ducentes  faciunt  contra  omnia  facramenta  Ecclelix.  Primo  contra  Baptif- 
mum,in  hoc  quia  frangunt  padum  quod  inicrunt  etna  Deo  in  baptifmo5ubi  promi- 
ferunt  fe  abrcnunciarc  Satanx  & omnibus  pompis  cius : fed  pompofim  proceflionc 
Diaboli  intrant  cum  choreas  ducunt.Nam  proceffio  Diaboli  dicitur  chorea,ut  dicit, 
Varftenfis.  ^lexandJabritm.DcjlruUoriuvi  Vitimm.pan  3 c,io,  D.  See  HoU 
ut9 Le^*i73-h»  hb.Sapiewiae,cap,i  jfol.i  33.  accordingly. 
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dance  (efjoecially  upon  Holy -day  es)  offend  againft  aU  the  Sa- 
craments of  the  Church . Ftrft , againft  Baptifme , in  this , fto 
they  breake  the  Covenant  whtch  they  have  entred  into  -with  God 
in  baptifme,  where  they  have  promt  fed  yhat  they  would  renounce 
the  Dev  til  and  all  his  Pompes  • but  they  enter  into  the  pompom 
proceffion  of  the  Devtll  when  they  dance.  For  * a dance  as  Gu-  * See  here  p^g. 
lielmiis  Parifienfis  faith, is  the  Devils  proceffion.  Secondly,  zz9-z $ °j 1 > 
dances  ofend  againft  the  Sacrament  of  Order;  For  Clergie  Honi  i j.i^S 
men  who  have  received  holy  Orders , takg  thofe  orders  that  they  Sci;  "ad  Pop. 
may  conveniently  celebrate  divine  fervices  in  the  Church  of  Amioch.H  ore  v 
Cjod:  but  the fe  vanities  make  divine  Service  to  be  contemned  f Veibisl- 
andneglefted ; for  thofe  who  ought  to  be  prefent  at  (JWattens  Hom.in 
ana  Feffers,are oft-tmes prefent  at  thefe  dances.  Thirdly,  yom  I>EcJ-u 
they  offend  again fi  the  Sacrament  of  UMatrimony ; for  oft - Panfijs  1621. 
times  in  dances, by  fgnes  ofwantonnejf,  vaine  fongs,  and  m.  per  Pronto  Du*. 
law  full  confabulations  9t  he  faith  of  Matrimony  is  violated  ei-  cajum«p.6i$. 
ther  in  confent  or  wor\e.  Fourthly,  they  Jinne  againft  the  Sa - p ac 

cr  ament  of  Confirmation : form  the  Sacrament  of  confirm  a-  c^1€lini?!y  * * 
t ion  the  figneof  the  Croffe  is  imprinted  on  their  forehead  1,  as 
being  bought  with  the  paffion  of  f hr  i ft  : but  in  fitch  dances  the 
figne  of  the  Croffe  being  caft  away,  they  place  the  figne  of  the 
Devtll  on  their  heads*  Fiftly , they  doe  againft  the  Sacrament 
of  Pejinance : For  in  the  Sacrament  of  repentance  by  whtch 
they  were  reconciled  unto  God,  they  yromifed  that  they  would 
never  hereafter  offend  in  the  like  kinde  : but  m fuch  vanities 
they  plainely  doe  the  contrary.  Sixtly , they  offend  againft  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Altar , For  on  Eafter-day  they  receive  the  * ^oen 
Sacrament  of  the  ^Altar , * but  immediately  after  they  are  0llr  Bacchma 
like  to  Iudas  the  Traytor : who  when  he  had  eaten  at  the  U an  Chrift- 
Lords  Table , out  of  his  oxvne  Dtfh,  he  went  out  prefently  a'ter,  mas-keepers,' 
and  tookg  a band  of  Soldiers  fr,mthe  High-Pnefts  and  Pha-  who  fpeini  that 
rifo,  and  came  againfi  Icfics,  as  appear erb  John  the  i§.  So  ^eU-ouTdoe 
thefe  tranfgr  effing  in  the  fore  fata  manner,  come  dreElly  a - tpc  ^ 
gain  ft.  Iefm  : for  when  they  are  in  a dance  the  proceffion  of  the 
Devtll , they  are  not  with  Iefus . as  him  fife  faith,  Luke  1 1 . he 
that  is  not  with  me  is  againft  me.  As  Kings  in  A n umne  and " 

Summer  are  wont  to  goe  forth  to  the  Wanes,  that  they  may 
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Anftotle  Poetic . Li.c.  i . Suetonij  Caligula.c,  54.  5 5.  Clau- 
dian  in  Entropium,  lib,  2.  Clemen s A lexandrima.  t'adagogi, 
i Nc  fra&is  lib  2. cap  4.  fdl&  ^0,&  lib . 5 1 1.  Tertullian  & c Cyprtan 
qiiidcm  &cner-  £)^  SpdPlac.ltb.  Arnobius  Adverf.Gentes.l.  i,p,y  5.  A4.  * p . 

coribus S q □ jta~  1 45>- 1 5 O.&l/J- p*g.2$o.  to  J40.  UtUxttus  »'  Dtvin'orum 
Cynxdici  mr-  c'  Ambroje , De  Panitentia.  lib.z.  cap. 6.  jBapl 

pitudinem  mu-  Hexam.  Hom.^.pag.^,  Naz>icnzjen  adSelucum  De  Reft* 
tamin  fcenam  Educatione,p.  1 06 3.I064.  Chryfoflome.  Horn. 6, 7.  & 38. /« 
transfer u ^Ibidr^jfyatth,  § Augufiine^De  Ctvit.  Det.ltb.y .c.26 .Cajfiodorus 
Clvr“  1 • Epifi.  20.  Salvian  Be  Gubernat.  Dei. 1.6,  Ifio - 

defaltentur  fa-  Hifp*Originum.  1. 1 8.  r.48.5  0.  T 6e  6.  (fomcell of  Qoyi- 
bulofxantiqu i.  ftavtwople.  Canon  5 1 .(which  h inhibits  all  Players , PlaycSj 
tatum  lubidi-  Dancing  on  the  Stage , «/?der  0/ excommunication :) 

nes.  Ibidem.  & Eufebius  apud  Damafcenum.  Farallelorum.  Itb.  3.  c.  47. 
tur  Venus w^ere  thus  he  Writes.  1 do/6  £e  &4o/*/  who 

per  affettus  runnes  to  Theaters  ? Diabolicall  Songs  ; dancing  Girles ; 
omnes  mere-  0r  Jpeake  more  tritely y Girles  flirred  hither  and thi - 

triciai  vilitatis  the  furies  of  the  Devill.  For  what  doth  a fDancereJfe 

pnmu 1Ca  eX"  $he  impudently  uncovers  her  head , Paul  /;^ 

tatione  bacchi-  c°mmanded  to  be  continually  vailed ; /&e  inverts  her  necke ; Jhe 
ri.  Saltatur  & toffetb  about  her  baire  this  way  and  that  way  • £**# 
magna  facris  things  are  likewife  done  by  her  who  ispojfejfed  by  the  DevilU 
compta  cum  Such  Itkewife  was  thefeaf  of  Herod : the  Daughter  of  Hero- 
fer^&c  Mid  diasentring  in)  danced , and  cut  of  the  head  0/Iohn  the  Bap- 

fHiftrionici  e-  tift;  andfo  fie  obtained  the  fubterraneous  places  of  Hell  in 
tiam  impudici  fiead  of  an  inheritance,  wherefore  > tbofe  who  love  rounds  and 
geftusjlibidi- 

lies  quas  faltando  exprimunt  docent.Itdd.  6 Quid  funt  ad  hoc  malu  Mercurij  furta3 
veneris  lafcivia*  ftupra3  & turpitudines  cae  terorum5qu3e  proferremus  de  Iibris5  nifi 
tjuotidie  cantarentur  & faltarentur  in  theatris./frd  ^Omnino  prohibet  haec  fanfta 
& univerfalis  Synodus  eos  qui  dicuntnr  mimos,  & eorum  fpeftacula,eafq5  quae  in 
feena  hunt  faltationes.,&c.  Surim.  ConciiTem.  1 .pig.  1048,  i Quid  autem  cernitqui 
ad  theatracurrit?  Diabolicos  cantus  3 mulierculas  faltitantes3velut  reflius  loquar> 
Daemonis  intemperijs  agitatas.Quidenimfaltatrix  fa:it?  Caput  quod  Paulus  pet 
petuotegi  vult  impudenter  aperit  j colluminvertitjcomam  hue  atq;  illuc  expand® 
Hsec  porroetiamabea  hunt  quamDxmonobfeffam  tenet.  Tale  nimiruHerodis 
quoqj  convivium  erat.  Herodiadis  filia  ingrefla  tripudiavit,  ac  Ioannis  Baptift» 
caput  amputavit>&  lubterranea  inferni  loca  haereditatis  loco  confecut^  eft.Quocirca 
«ui  choreas  & falcationes  amam^cum  ea  portionem  habent,  ibidem, 
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dances,*  have  certainely  a portion  with  her  in  Hell.  A terri-  ^ 

, blefentence  furficient  to  ffarde  all  our  dancing  Dames, 
and  frifquing  effeminate  Gallants ; who  make  dancing  Epift.xox.  & 
their  onely  excellency,  and  fupreme  delight.  To  thele  De  Oenefi.  ad 
. I could  accumulate,  HPolydorVirgiUDe  Inventorihus  rerum.  Litteram.  l.r  i . 
I.3.C.1 ? . Alexander  Sardis, De  Invent  or  thus  rerum »/.  I ./>•  42 . 

Colins  Rhodigtnu ?♦  Antiqu. Left «/. 5 ,c«4. 5 . M *Cj wither, Horn.  * Oratio  JE<f- 
5 2 . m Marc\  Alexander  ah  Alexandro, Gen . DierumJ.6.c.  1 9 . r\  Regis.Bibl. 
Agrippa  DeVamt.Scienl. c. 20.  }A,GoJ[on,  his  P layes  Confa-  Patrum.  Tom. 
ted.  Attion  2.  D.  Rein  olds  his  Overthrow  of St  age -play  es.pag.  ^5  * P*T  53» 1 
1 2 .to  1 9. & 1 3 o. to  1 39.  Cjcdwin , his  Roman  Antiquities.  ca*ta^  fap, 
/.  ifeEl.^  .c.  11, Bulengerus  De  Theatrol.  1 .c. 5 2*  with  *fun-  tant5  &c 
dry  other  Authors  which  Bulenger  there  recites.  All  *secM.NeYth- 
which  exprefly  informe  us;  that  dancing  was  alwayes  broofyj&  Mr. 
heretofore , and  yet  continues  an  tinfeperable  concomitant , tfStu^s  q^bupra. 
not  a necejfary  part  0 f St  age-play  es.  The  premifes  therefore  accot* 

being  thus  confirmed,  my  conclufion  from  them  a-  Singly*  * 
gainft  Stage-playes  muff  be  granted 


Actvs  5.  Scena  Nona. 

THefecond  unlawfull  Concomitant  of  Stage-playes, 
is  amorous,  obfeene,  Iafcivious  luff-provoking 
Songs  and  Poems,  which  were  once  fo  odious  in  our 
Church  ; that  in  the  Articles  to  be  inquired  of  m V'iftations , 
fet  forth  in  the  firft  yeere  of  Queene  Eli  z a b e t h s 
Raigne,  Article  5 4.  Church -war  dens  were  entoyned  to  in- 
quire-  whether  any  Minftrelsy  oranj  other  perfons  did  ufe  to 
fingorfay  any  Songs  or  'Ditties  that  he  vile  and  uncle  an  e ; 
which  fuggefts  this  24.  Play-oppugning  Argument  -Argument 
to  me.  H* 
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Anftotle  Poetic , Li.c.i,  Suetonij  Caligulax,  54-55.  Clau - 
dianw  Eutropwm.  Itb.  2.  Clemens  Alex andrima.  f'tdagogi, 
i Ne  fra’c^is  2.c*p  4.  /^/.d  50.  & lib,  3.  f. 1 1.  Eertullian  & c Cyprian 
quidem  &ener-  £>£  SpeclacMb.  Arnobius  Adverf.Gentes.L  24.7  5 . A4.  * p . 

tonbro’lor*  I4P-IJ°*^-7;  140.  UZlaxtihS  1 Divworum 

Cynaediai  nir-  c'  Ambroje,  De  P anitentia.  hb.i . cv*/>.<5. 

piiudinem  mu-  Hcxam,  Hom.q,  pag.q} , Nazwzen  adSelucum  De  Retta 
tarn  in  fcenam  Educatione,p.lo6^,lo6i{.Chryfofiome,  3S. /« 

transferu ^>lbid^fj^attJ0m  g AugujitneyDe  Civit . Dei.ltbq .c.26 ,'Caffiodorus 
Vanarumd,  \,Epifi.  20.  Salvian  De  Gubernat . DciJ.6 , lfio- 
defaltentur  fa-  dor.Hi[p,Originvm.  1. 1 8.  r.48.5  o.  The  6,  fomcellefQoyi- 
bulafasantiqni- ftantmople,  Canon  5 1 . (which  h inhibits  all  Players , Playes, 
tatum  lubidi-  W Trancing  on  the  Stage,  under  paine  of  excommunication:) 
nes.  ^ £HpEm  apud  Damafcenum.  F arallelorum . //£.  3 , c.  47. 

tur  Venus^&a”  where  thus  he  Writes.  1 he  behold  who 

per  affettus  runnes  to  Theaters  ? Dtabolicall  Songs  ; dancing  Girles ; 
omncs  mere-  0r  jpeake  more  tritely y Girles  flirred  hither  and thi - 

triciie  vilitatis  the  furies  of  the  DevilL  For  what  doth  a Dancere/fe 

pnnu'Ca CX"  “oe  ’ She  impudently  uncovers  her  head , which  VztiAhath 
tatione  baccha-  co^manded  to  be  continually  vailed : fhe  inverts  her  neckc ; /he 
ri.  Sakatar  & tti/fctb  about  her  haire  this  way  and  that  way ; Even  thefe 
magna  facris  things  are  likewife  done  by  her  who  ispo/feffed  by  the  TdevilL 
compta  cum  Such  hkewife  was  thefe  aft  ofHerod : the  Daughter  of  Hero- 
ier^&c  ibid  dizs'  entring  iny  danced 9 and  cut  of  the  head  of  Iohn  the  Bap- 

fHiftrionici  e-  tift;  **dfi  [he  obtained  the  fubterraneous  places  of  Hell  in 
tiam  impudici  (lead  of  an  inheritance,  wherefore  3t  bo fe  who  love  rounds  and 
geftus,lif>idi- 

lies  quas  faltando  exprimunt  aocent.I&id,  5 Quid  funt  ad  hoc  malu  Mercurij  furta3 
veneris  lafciviaj  ftupra3  & turpitudines  C3sterorum5qu3e  proferremus  de  Iibris3  mfi 
cjuotidie  cantarentur  & laltarentur  in  theatris .Ibid  kOmnino  prohibet  ha?c  fanfta 
& univerfalis  Synoduj  eos  qui  dicuntnr  mimos,  & eorum  fpe<4acnla,eafq$  quae  in 
feena  hunt  faltationes.>&c.  Surius.  Concil-Tmiyag.  1 048.  i Quid  autem  cernit  qui 
ad  theatracurrit?  Diabolicos  cantus  3 mulierculas  faltitantes^vel  ut  reffcius  Ioquar> 
Daemonis  intemperijs  agitatns. Quid  enim  faltatrix  fa:it?  Caput  quod  Paulus  pei^ 
petuotegi  vult  impudenter  aperit ; collum  invertitjeomam  hue  atqj  illuc  expand® 
Haec  porro  etiam  ab  ea  hunt  quarn  Dxmon  obfeffam  tenet.  T ale  nimiru  Herodis 
c^uoqj  convivium  erat.  Herodiadis  filia  ingreffa  tripudiavit,  ac  Ioannis  Baptift» 
caput  amputavit,tc  lubterranea  inferni  loca  hjereditatis  loco  confecut^  eikQuocirca 
«ui  choreas  & faltationes  amant^cum  ea  portionem  habent.  Ibidem, 
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dances,*  have  certainely  a portion  with  her  in  Hell.  A terri- 
. biefcntencefufficicnt  to  flartle  all  our  dancing  Dames, 

• and  frifquing  effeminate  Gallants ; who  make  dancing  Epift.iox.  & 
their  onely  excellency,  and  fupreme  delight.  To  thefe  De  Genefi.  ad 
. I could  accumulate,  cTolydorVirgil.De  Inventor 'thus  rerum . Litteram.  l.r  i. 
I.3.C.1 3 . Alexander  Sardis, De  Invent  or  thus  rerum.l.  I .p^i . 

([alius  Rhodtgwu ?« Antiqu.Left 5 .c.4. 5 . \A.(f  wither, Horn.  * Qratio  £*/- 
5 2 .in  Marc\  Alexander  ab  Alexandro.Gen . Dierum,l.6.c.  1 9 . g^ri Regis.Bibl. 
Agrippa  DeVantt. Scient. c. 2°.  M.Gofbn,  his  Playes  Confu-  Patrum.  Tom. 
tcd.Attion  2.  D. Remolds  hi sOverthrow  ofStage-playes.pag.  ^5* 

I2.r0  19. I30.ro  139.  Qcdmn,  his  Roman  Antiquities.  ^fal- 

/. ifePt.^ .c. I i.Bulcngerus De  Theatro.l.  1 .c.5 2*  with *fim-  tant3  &c 
dry  other  Authors  which  Bulenger  there  recites.  All  *see  M.Nerth- 
which  exprefly  informe  us ; that  dancing  wm  alwayes  broo^e^  Mr. 
heretofore , and  yet  continues  an  tin feper able  concomitant , if  Stubs  qiufupra. 
not aneceffarypayt  ofStage-playes.  The  premifes  therefore  a^cor- 

being  thus  confirmed,  my  conclufion  from  them  a-  dmgiy* 
gainft  Stage-play  es  mufl;  be  granted 
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Actvs  5.  Scena  Nona. 


THe  fecond  unlawfull  Concomitant  of  Stage-play  es, 
is  amorous,  obfcene,  Iafcivious  luff-provoking 
Songs  and  Poems,  which  were  once  fo  odious  in  our 
Church  ; that  in  the  Articles  to  be  inquired  of  in  Viftations , 
fet  forth  in  the  firft  yeere  of  Queene  Eli  zabeths 
Raigne,  Article  54.  (fhurch-war dens  were  cnteyned  to  in- 
quire-}  whether  any  Minftrelsy  oranj  other  per  [on  s did  ufe  to 
fing  or  fay  any  Songs  or  Ditties  that  be  vile  and  uncleane  ; 
which  fuggefts  this  24.  Play-oppugning  Argument  Argument 
to  me.  24. 

LI  3 Thofe 
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* Aiimt  Philo- 
fophi, nihil  po* 
tcnmis  tffc  ad 
encrvandnm 
am  mum  quirn 
icnocinium 
mclodice,  In 
hums  rei  ve- 
rum  argu- 
mentumaccipe, 
quod  difficile 
invenitur  ali- 
quislcvis  Yocis 


Thole  PI  a yes  which  are  uftially  accompancd  with 
amorous  Pafcoralls,  Iafcivious  ribaldrous  Songs 
and  Ditties,  * mufi  needs  be  unlawfully  yea  abominable 
tin  to  Chrifiians, 

But  Snge-playes  are  uftially  accompanied  with  fuch 
Paltorals,  Songs,  and  Ditties  as  thefe. 

Therefore  they  mull  needs  be  unlawfull,  yea  abomi- 
nable unto  Chrifiians. 

The  Minor  is  molt  aparant.  Firft,  by  our  owne  mo- 
derne  experience,  there  being  nothing  more  frequent, 
in  all  oar  Stage-piayes  (as  all  our  Play-haunters  can 
abundantly  tefiifie;  ) then  amorous  Paflorals,or  obfeene 
& gravis  m*  iafcivious  Love-fongs, molt  meiodioufly  chated  out  up- 
vuii  infinites  On  the  Stage  betweene  each  feueral  A<ftion;  both  to  fup- 
viros  qua  ply  that  Chafme  or  vacant  Interim  which  the  Tyring- 
^.™nas  *amo  houfe  takes  up, in  changing  the  Actors  robes, to  fit  them 
qiimo  mclio-  ^or  fome other  part  in  the  enfuing  Scene : (a  thing  in 
ns  vocis,  An-  ufi tn  Ancient  times , as  k Horace , xLtvy>  and  mfttndry  others 
mini  c hr  on. fan  have  recorded ; ) as  likewife  to  pit  ale  the  itching  eares, 
if  not  to  inflame  the  outragious  lulls  of  lewde  Spe&a- 
^Nimc  tibici  tors>  w^°  are  °^t^nies  ravilhed  with  thefe  ribaldrous 
jiibus,  nunc  eft  Pealing  Ditties,  and  tranfported  by  them  into  a n Ma- 
gauvifa  Tra-  hornet  an  Par  adife,  or  extalie  of  Hiiclea  nelfe.  Secondly, 
g xdis.EpiflJ.i . as  experience,  fofundry  ancient  and  moderne  Authors 
fully  fhffragate  to  my  Minors  truth.  ° In  Stage  flay es 
c hor u^o ffi  d ft-  (wr^es  S.  Bafil ) corrupt  Songs  ingen er ate  too  much  lufl  in 
que  virile  De-  mindes  of  men.  Thefe  whorifh  Songs  re  ft  ding  in  the 
fendat : neu  m hides  of  the  hearers,  doe  nought  elfe  but  perfrade  filthiness 

quidmedios 

imercinatacluSjQuod  non  propofito  conducat  & h .Treat  apte.Tte  Arte  V bet, peg  301, 
1 HifturiT.Romd  7.fed.3„  m Dionyfius  Hallicarnaf.  Antiq.Rom  L y.Cett.p,  Cttlau 
Rhod.Antiq.Led.1.8  c.%  .Potydcr  Tirgil,  De  Inventor .renamd. 3.  cap.i  3. Alexander 
Sardis, De Rerum  Inventor. Li. p.43.44. Bulengcrus, De  Thsatr0.Ij.c4 2.&  1 x4c.i.^. 
&c.GoaWi?zs Roman  Antiqu.l.a.fe&^.c.ii.  n Turci  ventris  venereafq;  voluptates 
in  paradifo  fomniant.  Vxores  aimu  fore  felc&iflimas,&c.  Philip  LmccrteslT ur  Hift* 
l i.c^.Bittonius  ObfcrvationumM  3 .c.  8 .Purchas  Tilgr.Boeke  3 .chap, 4*^  5.  0 Spedacu- 
Iis  corrnpti  cantns  nimiam  in  animis  ingenerant  libidinem.Meretricij  enim  cantus, 
auditonim  animis  infidentes,  ml  aliud  efficiuntj  quam  ut  turpitudiaem  omnibus 
perfuadeanr,H^wrw-Haw.4.p.4 1 , 
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to  all  that  hears  them.  P Wherefore  wee  commend,  not  thofe  ? HI  os  Poet  a 
con;  nme l tons.  ‘ Poets  who  place  felicity  in  obfcenc  Songs.  In  c^u^hofos 
Stage-flajes  ( writes  1 Chryfcfiome,)  are  broken  effeminate  ^n\*™jds 
lafcivtoKi  words ymcretrtcions jwgs yandvoy ces  provdhy*g vc-  obfe^nis  fxU- 
hemently  to  yc/uptuoufnejfe ; and  polluting  mens  cares  fane  citatem  ponut. 
more  then  any  dirt  or  filth . what  (write  r Etife bins  and  Dc  be^ndis  h~ 
Damafcen)  doth  he  perceive  who  runs  to  Theaters  f Diabolu 
call  Songs ; certains  lafcivmis  and  altogether  corrupt  Ditties , q ib'i  verba  f-a- 
whtch  tngynerate  much  tuft  in  the.  mtndes  of  the  hearers,&Cc  do  lafeivaq;  : 
To  theft  I might  adde  S .Augufttne.De  {fiyit.De'tJ*6.c.6.  ibi  cantiones 
7 & i6*&l  i:  •c>2$'Lafl:aniin4yDe  Vero  Cu!tu,c,2i  • Naz,t-  meiltriciae:  ibr 
euzaen  adSelncam}De  reft  a Educatione.p.  1063.  And  0 ratio  tcracTvotiTta1" 
28 . p. 471.  where  he  writes  thus  of  his  Father.  Ncc  tem  inc^InteT 
a are  m tfrlinguam  res  divinas  partm  accipientc  parttm  pronun-  8t  c.  cbryfojlme. 
ciante  elhntcis  narration  thus  theatricijfyjcantilenu  concur  cart  ttom^.Dc  Vavi- 
fiver  it ; nihil  enim  prop  hunt  fiacre  fiantiu  hoiHimbm  convenire  de&Saul.  lorn* 
putabat.  Safoiany  De  Gubtrnatione  DeuL  6.  Ioannis  Salif- 
burienfisfiDe  Nugis  CurialtHm.il.  c.8.  Concilium  Pariftenfe.  Maith.  accor- 
/.  i..f«3  B.together  with  Aiben&u*  Dipnofophorum.il  $.c  27  Singly. 

The  3 . Bliiji  of  Re  trait  font  Playes  and  Theaters,  fag,  1 oQ.  1 QlMd  nutem 
Cafar  Bulexgerus,  De  Theatro.hz.c.g.  De  Cantu  in  Sccna  ; The!trTa*rr -? 
where  there  are  fimdry  Authors  quoted  to  this  pur-  DuboIicoV11 
pofe,  which  you  may  perufe  at  leifure.  luvenal.  Satyr  6.  cnmu$>lafcivas 
p. 5.3 .to  5 Satyr . 1 t , p.  I op.  1 1 o.  7*e ironists.  Satyricon . quafdam  ac 
p.23.24.  Mariana  & Brijfontus,  in  their  Bookes,  De  Spe - Pror^lsc<?rruP~ 
ft actilu . M.  Northbrookc,  D.Rtinolds,  M.  Gojfou,  and  M. 

Stubs,  in  their  fore-quoted  Treaties  againft  Stage-playes : UbidlaaKin^ 
and  others  already  mentioned  in  * Aft  3 . Scene  i.  Who  animispariant, 
aliunanimoufly  teftifie;  That  Stage-playes  are  alwayes  &c.  Sufebima- 
fraught  with  adulterous , 0 bfeeney  Life iv tons  Songs y and  wanton  PlidDantaJccnum 
P aft  orals  y which.  Addeftrength  and  fuel!  to  mem  tufts.  My 
Minor  therefore  muR  be  granted.  * Sec  here  png. 

The  Major  is  unquestionable ; becaufe  all  ribaldrous,  63.107  r. 
amorous  Songs:  (which  now  are  too  to  rife,  not  onelyin  ftheodofms^ 
Stage-playes , but  ever  at  private  Chriftians  Feafts,  and  miniftcria  h‘lj 
other  Tavern  e-  meet  tugs  9 from  which  { Theodofims , ^^I^fp;a1tI,a0q> 

nibus  adhibere  lege  prohibmt.BHtroyhu.7^om.Hifl.lti^.p'  1 7 3 .Annum  Viftor  & Crit»r 
fi&tjn  Tbtedofio.  Cede*  Txodouj.Tii.De  Scctucisl.io.^r  Buknyzrm  De  Theatro  l 
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1 Nullo  cithn- 
vss  covivia  can- 
tu,Non  pueri 
lafciva  JTbnant. 
Claudian  DeLau- 
dibusStiliconis. 
lib.z.p.  1 8y. 
u Cantus  falta- 
tatioq;  haec 
enina  fitnt  or- 
nament a con- 

vivij.Odyffeie.Lu 

fag.  8 . 

*Halyattes  rex 
terrx  Lydias 
more  atq;  luxu 
barbarico  pr  re- 
ditu sc  urn  bellu 
Milefijs  face- 
ret,  concinen- 
tes  fiftulatores 
&tibicines  atq5 
Lemmas  etiam 
tibicinas  in  ex- 
ercituatq;  in 
procin&u  ha- 
buit,  lafcivien- 
tium  delicias 
conviviorum. 


c Stilico , and  others  excluded  all  Songs  and  (: tnging-women  • 

( the  very  ornaments  and  delights  of  lafcivwus  banquet s,  as 
u Homer , * Gellius , and  y Quintilian  itile  them  : ) arc  a- 
bundantly  condemned  as  abominable,  {infull  paftimes 
misbefeeming  godly  Chriftians.  Firft,  by  the  c xprefle 
verdid  of  the  Scripture ; which  as  it  z tnioynes  aH  (fhnfti- 
ansin  their  Feafts,  their  mirth,  and  private  meetings , tofing 
1 Tfalmes , and  Hymnes , and  (ptrituall  Songs,  of  prayer,  ofpraife 
to  God  with  a grace  and  melody  in  their  hearts : a praftife, 
which  all  the  Primitive  Chriftians  (as  the  margtnall  a Au- 
thors witnefte)  obferved  in  their  Love-feafts , in  all  their  pri- 
vate and  publike  meetings : and  I would,  thofe  moderne 
Chriftians,  who  banifti  thefe  things  from  their  Feafts 
and  Merriments,  as  altogether  unleafonable,  exhilera- 
ting  themfeives  b with  nought  but  f curr  ileus  be  aft  ly  Songs, 
lajcivious  mufteke , wanton  dancing , and  fuch  unchrifttan 
mirth ; would  now  againe  reviue  it.  So  it  exprefty  pro- 
hibits c all  filthy , corrupt , unedtfying  communication  ; d all 
fornication  and  uncle  ancjfe  which  are  net  fo  much  as  once  to  be 
named  among  Chriftians  : together  with  e all  foolifh  talking, 
andiefting • all  ribaldry  and  fcurriltty,  either  infongs  or  lefts 
(which  * Plato,  and  the  Athenians , though  Pagans,  did 
prehibite  by  an  unanimous  law,)  as  odtous  unto  G ed,  pernicious 
to  the  manners , mindes , and  foules  of  men,  and  mtfbejeem  tng 


Noftium  Mtic.h  .c.i  \ .p.z6.&  Herodoti  Clwfcft.3 . 7 Omneconvivium  obfcxnis  can- 
ticis  ftrepit,pudenda  difta  fpeftantur.Li&.i.c.j.See  Bhlengewi>Ve  Tbcatro  L 50 

3 5 1. accordingly.  z lam. 5.1 3 Eph.f  .4, - <?,20.Col«3.i6,i7.Heb.i3.i s.Ifay  38.10 
c.49.13.  Pf.21.13.  Pf.33.ij3.  Pr,66.i,4.Pf.68,4.Pf.96.i.  Pf.ps.i.  Exod.i^jir. 
1 Chron.16,9.*  Philo  Iudasus,De  Vita  Contempl.  lib.p  1 21 1 to  1117.  Clmsns  A- 
lexandrinus  Pxdag.l  z.c.^.TertuUmijA^oWo^iz.c.^  Dtonyfim  A.reopagita  Ecclefiafh 
Heirarch.lib.c^.N^^wz^WjOruio  37.38,39,40.  Gregoric  Nijfen,T)z  Vita  beati  Gre- 
gory OrztiQ.Cbryfoftom.Hom  in  PfaLu . Tom.  I,  Col. 7 35.  Theodoret,  De  Evangeh 
Veritatis  Cognirione.1.8.  & DeMartyribus.  .V  .1  om.i.P  liny  EpifLljo.Ep. 

97 « b Qriis  rogo  hie  error  eft,qux  Ihiltitia  ? Nunquid  Isetari  aflidue  & ndere  non 
poffumus,  niii  rifum  noftrum  atque  lastitiam  fcelus  efle  faciamus,&c  l Haitian,  Be 
G'ubervat.Dei.  lib/^.pag.  192.  * Ephef.4.19,31,  cap.  3.4  1 Cor.  15.  33.  See  A&.3. 
Scene  1.  pag 3.  to  66.  d Ephef.  5.3.  * Ephef.  f.4.  f Omnibus  enim  fufFragijs 
hxc  lex  vincit,  ut  & in  cantilenis  bonis  verbis  utamur,  & ut  cantilena  genus  ondi- 
quaqjex  gratiofis  verbis  conftet.  Tlaio  UgHm^ialog.7 . pftg-8  74. 

(fhrifttAns, 
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Chrifiians , S tvhofe  words  jhould  be  alwaycs  gracious,  (cafoncd  5 Col.  4 .6. 
with  fait , that  fo  they  might  adminifler  grace,  not  poylon  or 
corruption,  to  the  bearers.  Ribaldrous  amorous  Songs,  Satar.icas- 
are  fo  unstable  for  the  monthes,  the  cares  of  Ghritti-  cantilenas  con* 
ans ; that  hTheophylaSl  plainly  tells  us,  that  thcfcrvbo  ftng  cinunt,fp;ritu 
fitch  Songs,  are  pojfeffed  with  an  uncleane  fpirit : and  S. 1 Her-  !mmun^°  iai“ 
nard,  that  he  who  is  delighted  with  obfeene  lefts , and  fccislar  inFphfifuii 
Ditties,  (as  alas  too  many  are)  ts  in  the  very  pavilion  or  510.  «z>.  ^ 

pojfeffionoj  the  Dcvitl.  No  wonder  therefore  if  the  Scrip-  * Qui  cnim 
turecondemnesfuch  fongs  as  thefc, as  unbefitting  Chri-  ioc«&  ^CCU*J 
ftians.  Secondly,  as  the  Scripture,  fo  fundry  ancient  ^^^rusin 
and  moderns  Connects  exprefly  cenfure,fuch  Hoems, Songs,  tentor^Dia- 
and  Ditties  ; as  abominable  and  polluted  in  themfelves , defiling  boii  eft.  De 
the  mouthes,  the  cares , of  thofe  who  c haunt,  or  hcare  them  Nuptijs  flu  Re- 
c haunted ; as  aHellives  unto  lewdncffe , incentives  unto  lufi,  gu.Col.i7z$.A» 
which  vrievc  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  we  are  Ceded  up  Mors  Intra,c 
to  the  day  of  redemption , and  wkoly  effeminate  the  mtndes  of  * njQ  Center 
men.  W itneffe  (f one  ilium  AreUtenfe.  3 . apud  Surttm.  Con - cantus  & in- 
Csl.Tom.  I .pag.  727.  Conctl.  tyigathenfe. Can. 3 9 JV enettcum,  llrumcma  mu- 
Can.  1 i.Toletanum . 3. Can, 2^.  ^Alttfiodorenfi. Can.p.cfr  40.  licaatl  J^fcivia 
Cabilonenfe.  1.  Can.  1 9.  Senonenfe.  Cap. 2 5. Sarins.  Tom. 
p.742.743.  Cabilonenfe.  2.  (fan. 9.  MogHnunumfiib  Carolo  emolIitur  ani- 
Magno.cap, iO.&  14 .Rkemcnfe.  cap.  17.  Parifienfe.lib.i.  mus,  & pranci- 
etap.^B.CMegUKtinum  fub  Rabano.  tArchiepifcopo.cap.il.  pueper* 


cantus 


mulieru.  Cum 
enim  blanda 


Turonenps .3.  cap.  7.8.  Colomenfe  1536.  pars  2.  cap.  25.  & 
pars -9.  c. Io  1 Sy nodus  (farnotenfis.  Anno  1526.  (fenalium  vox  qu2?ntltr 
Bwdigenfe.t/4  nno  1582.0*  Sy  nodus  Turonica , 1 5 Sg.which  fobria  vita  de- 
1 7'.  leverall  Connects , inhibits  all  Chr {ftians, ejfectally  Clergy - femur.  Cantirs 
men,  both  from  the  ttfe,  the  hearing,  and  finging  of  fuch  Songs  diffolutiw  me- 
as  thefe,for  the  precedent  reafont.  A fufficient  inducement  ne^a^&  ^emol" 
tocaufe  all  godly  Chriftians  to  abandon  thcm,together  ilt:<Htex  hoc  * 
with  all  thofe  Playes,  thofe  Play-houfes  and  places  comunitercan. 

tatrices  & can- 

tores  Cunt  inftabiles  Sc  maloru  moru,&c.Etce  homincm  vocis  blandiflima’  & virse 
peffiTr\x.Panlin'an.Scrmo  Cuflodia^uditm.  * Hphei.4^9,30.  See  Affibrofe, Cbry- 
fvftmc,Hkrom,Tb:odQrct,1cd{!liu63Primafius}7{emigitis^4nfclmey  Beda,  0tumrim3Uaym, 
ThcophylaU > Calvin,  Mafeultu,  Marlorat,  Lyra,  & Gorrhan,  Ibid,  accordingly.  * Apud 
Bochellura.Degreu  EccleIi:E.Gal.lib.6tTit,i9.cap,4ti6»I5?.  See  Aft  7. Scene  ^ 
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where  they  are  in  life.  Thirdly,  as  thefe  Scriptures  and 
Councels ; fo  likewife  the  Fathers  are  very  copious  in 
cenfuring  ftich  ribaldrous  lafcivious  fongs  as  thefe', 
m Aei'cm  infu-.  which  if  we  beleeve  m S.  A mbrofe  or  S.  Bafif,  defile  the 
per  meretricijs  very  earth  andaire  where  they  are  breathed  out.  Sur/ey  we 
canti'busj&ter-  Clemens  Alexandrinus,Padag.l.2.c.q  & 6.(fr* l.^.c.i  i . 

T**tH^**n  & Cyprian,  in  their  Bookes  De  Spell  acuUs.Ar- 
hlia  & leiun} o,  ttobtus  adverf.  Gentes.lib.  4.  Cr  7.  Tattanus,  Oratio  adverfm 
c i$,&  BafilDe  Grecos.  Lachmtius.de  JTero  CfHta  L6x.ii.  BafiLiHexaevse- 
Ibrktate  & yon.  Hom.<\.  De  Ebrntate  & Luxu.  Sermo  2 . & De  LegendU 
Luxu.Serm . Ubris  Gentilm  Oratio.NazJienz,cn  Oratio  28.37,38.  ^48* 

im  Tsmodi™  & ^ Rffda  Education. p,  1 06  3 . HieromEptft. 

& amatorijs  2X.6.Ep.9.c.$,  Ep.  10  c.^.&  A dverfus  lovinianumJ.ix.J 
canticis  fe  ob-  (jYillus  Hierufolortwtanus  Chatechefis  Myflagogica.  I . (who 
ledanr,  tibiaru  makes  fuch  a fongs,  the  veryworkes  and  pompes  of  the  De- 
cantu,plaufu,  vt^  which  we  renounce  in  baptifme : ) Enfebius  apud  Damafce- 
quovisTino  tsumTParallelorutn.l.j.c  47.  Ambrofe,  De  Eha  xf  leiunio . 
ac forde  opple-  1 8 & Sermo  33.  Sd- Ajlcrij  Homilia  in  Feftum  Kalenda- 
ti.  Hoc  autem  rum.Oratid.Bibl.cFatru.Tom.^p.yo6.  AuguflineDe  (ftviti, 
dum  cant  ant  & Dei  lib , 6 . c.  6. 7.  De  Reciitudme  Catholic a Convsffatiouls 
recantantjij qm  '~fra5latus.&  De  Decern  Cbordis. cap.A.Tom.g*  De  Tempore 
anted  celebra-  $ermo  2iS*  De  Verbis  Apoftol.Sermo  1 7.  Htpp dittos  CMar- 
bant jtande per-  tyr^De  Confummatione  mundi&  Anttchrifio  Oratio . Bibl. 
niciofiflimam  Fatrum.Tom.%,p.i6.H.  & I "J.A.B.  Gaudentius  Brixia.  E- 
mali  male  ca-  De  Leclione  Svangelij . Sermo  8.  Bibl.  Patrum.  Tom .4. 
am^Comeda-”  Pa£‘%1  3*  C • Drimafius ,Oecumeniu4  fTheodoret ,Sedulmy 

mus  & biba-  Remigius ^Anfelmus ,Haymo,  Rabanus  Maurus,  & Theopby- 

mus  eras  emm  laid , on  Ephefiq. 29,30  & on  cap . 5 .^^.Salviantts  De  Gtt~ 
rnonmur.  Ij  bernatione  Dei.  1.6.  Fulgent  ins  fuper  Audtv  it  Her  odes  ‘Te- 
ver'^ed°iam 3S  trarc^a>^c* Sermo.  Chryfologus  Sermo  128.  Olympiodorus 
Deo  mortui  tn  Enarrat,c . 1 2 . Cafilodorus  Variarum.lib.i.Epifi* 

funt/epelietes  40.  Bernardusy°  Oratio  adMihtes  Templi. cap%^.  Col. 832# 
mortuos  frios,  L.&  De  TJfiptijs  Ftlij  R^git*  Col.  ij2$.A  . Ioann  is  SAifbu- 
hoc  eft  feipfos  rienfis , De  fVugis  Curtalium.  l.l.c.6.  & 8.  Petrus  Blefenfis , 
fod ^*7^' Maphms V'egtus, DeEducat,Lib.L 3.C.10.1 2. Paulas 

0 Seehei^pag.49.to  ^ 3,  0 Scurriles  cantilenas  tantrum  YJvnitates  & infaniM 
faifas  refpiumt  & abonamantUu  Ibidem. 
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Wan.  Sermo y.  Efrencaus  in  Tim. 1 .DigrefflsnumJ.i  r.  1 1 . 
p.2i  2.  & Grattan  De  fionfiecratione  Difiinttto.  3.  wefhall 
finde  fuch  Songs,  fuch  Poems  as  tilde  abundantly  ctn-  ^UTka- 
demncd,as  P filthy  and  mchnjtian  defilements,  which  con-  aticanticis  Ya_ 
taminate  the  foules,  effeminate  the  mindes , deprave  the  man-  nisnulii  rei 
nets,  of  the  fie  that  heare  or  fiwg  them,  exciting,  enticetng  them  profututis,  zd 
to  lufi ; to  whoredome,  adultery,  prophanes,  wanton*  effe,ficHr- 
r titty,  luxury,  drunkennejfe,  excejfe  ; alienating  their  mindes  amaris?TaH  U 
from  (Jod,  from  grace  and  heavenly  things:  and  SyrenAtke , busenimtur- 
1 vith  their  fiweet  enchantments  entrap, enfnare,  deftroy  mens  pitudinibus 
foules,  proving  bitter  potions  to  them  at  the  lafr,  though  they  cantiomi  ani- 
jeeme fiweet  ana  pie  af ant  for  the  prtfent.  Let  S.  Chryfioficme, 
that  4 all-golden  Vatber,  as  Theodoret  f iles  him,  whofic  lips  tllr.&  decid'ut 
did  drop  with  Myrre  and  Hony,  fpeake  here  for  all  the  reit,  a virtute,  de-  * 
who  is  fomewhat  copious  in  this  theame.  v Like  as  fluentes  in  mr- 
Swine  (writes  he)  runne  thither  where  there  is  mire,  and  as  P^dinein  : & 
Be&s  doe  live  where  there  are  ffices  and  perfumcs:fo  where  there  P10^.1  1P^a.s- 
are  whorifh  Songs , there  are  the  Devils  gathered  together : but  p0ftea  pcntiunt 
where  there/ are  ff  kttuall  Songs,  thither  the  grace  of  the  holy  dolores.,&cum 
Ghofr  dothfiie ; and  the  mouth  fan&ifietb  the  heart 4 And  as  magna  amrri- 
tbofie  who  bring  in  Stage-players,  and  Harlots  into  their  Feafis  tuc^  ^gerur* 
( I would  thofe  whole  prafHfe  it  is  now,  would  marke  ceTin^tempo- 
his  words)  doe  call  in  Devils  thither  : fio  they  who  call  in  rah  bibcrunc. 
David  with  his  Harpe  (he  tneanes  his  Pfalmts  of  which  Jugufl  DeDe- 
he  fpeakes)  doe  call  in  C hr  if  by  him.  They  ir.adze  their  hen  fie  tcmChordis.c .4, 
a Theater , doe  thou  make  thy  (fiotta ge  a Church * { T his,  faith  1 ’ 

S Tctura  auru  indicant  haec  verba  Chryfoftomu,  cuius  e iabris  dodlrinx  fermoneg 
melledulcioresemanarutiquos  qui  guftant  multa  myrrha  impletur3id  eftjlaboribws 
mortificant  membra fua  fuper  terram .Theodoret Interp in Cantica  Cantis.Tom.i  pag. z y 1 . 
r Quemadmodu  ubi  quide  eft  casnu  eo  porci  concurrut,  ubi  autem  funt  aromata  3c 
fuffitus  illic  apes  habitant: ita3ubi  funt  quide  mererricia  cantica , illic  con^regantur 
D^mones:ubi  autem  cantica  fpiritualia,illucadvGlat  gratia  fpiritus3&  os  Tan<ftiiicat 
anima&c.  Quemadmodu  cnim  qui  mimos  & faltatorcs  & tnulieres  meretrices  in- 
troduce in  convivia3Da:mones  & diabolu  illuc  voenntuta  qui  vocant  David  cu  cy~ 
tharadntus  Chriftu  per  ipfum  vocan  .Illidomu  fua  faciunt  Thcatru,tu  Ecclefiam 
fac  tuam  domuculam  HominVfal  ^i.rm.i.Colj  rHoc  eft  mihi  inquit  perpeum 
canticUj&c.  Hoe  eft  mihi  pe-pemu  munus3Deina.iaudare.AiKiiant3  qui  Satamos 
camicis  remoHefcunt  & putre hunt. Quod  non  fupplicnim  fubikmt,&c?  Roman Ffal 
1 1 7 'Toitt'i  .Col#  8 4 j).  See  Horn  6 -ad  ?oy  AntmhlTm^ . Col  6 z.  c.  V. 
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David,  u my  perpetmR  Song , thu  my  conflant  works  and 
*'Qin  doccmur,  office  joprayfe  the  Lord*  Let  them  give  ears , who  effeminate 
cjiCuoiuppUcio  and  putrifie  tbemfelves  with  f autocall  Songs,  what  punifh- 

q ui'  lftudinof-  s *****  *ot  m^srHoe  > or  ir^  difpenfation  may  be  given 

Sc  obfcsnas ' when  as  he  being  alwayes  employed  in  prayfing  his  Savi- 

canttlenas  pro-  our , they  are  perpetually  wallowing  themfelves  in  thefe  filthy 
feruntj  qui  co-  Duties  t By  c this  are  we  taught  Jo  what  great  pumfhment  they 
micas  migns  afe  obnoxious, who  utter  libidinous  and  obfcene  fongs,  who  pro • 

q 11? mcndacn  nW-ce  comic  all  toyes,  who  vent  lyes  and  clamours  in  Cirques, 
& cl  am  ores  in  &c‘  u If  then, contemning  and  for  faking  Stageplayes , thou  f halt 
Circefibus  In-  hereafter  frequent  the  fhurch y thou  hafl  then  reflored  health  to 
dis  edunc.Hfl^,  thy  haulting  feet : If  tkottfhalt  defpiife  diabolic  all  fongs,  and  n 
*i  *0*1*  Tm  ftt^offkewihalt  learne  fpirituati  Pfalmes,  thou  may  eft  now 
ix°oi  i0  2j  !Peake>  whereas  before  thou  waft  but  mute.  And  in  another 
a.5i  Theatrali-  Homely  he  writes  thl\S\x  As  fame  a*d  dirt  are  wont  to  flop  the 
bps  ludrs  fprc-  eares  of  the  bodyffo  meretricious  fongs  do  ufe  to  flop  the  eares  of 
tis  atque  neg-  the  minde,more  then  any  filth'.or  rathir,  they  doe  not  oticly  flop, 
s C cl?  r ? ^ contaminate  and  defile  them;  for  fuch  fongs  doe  *&  it 

cantipedi  inco-  VPere  caftdirt  **tQ  eares.lVbat  that  Barbarian  threatnedfay - 
lumitatem  red-  eng  \ you JhaR  eate  yonr  ow»e  dung  : that  verily  doe  many  to  you 
didifti.  Si  Di-  »owynot  in  word, but  in  deed  :yea,that  which  isfarre  worfe  and 
abolicos  can-  fihhicr : Bor  adulterous  fongs  are  much  more  abominable  then 

6 eorum^loco  atiI  dung.  And  that  which  is  farre  worfe  to  be  endured . 

r piri  tales  didi-  (though  it  bee  the  very  humour  and  praftife  of  our 
ccris,ia  loque-  lafcivious  times)  you  are  not  onely  not  offended  nor  grieved 
riSjcum  antea  At  the  hearing  of  fuch  fongs , but  you  laugh  and  reioyce:  and 
H??US  f ; whereas  you  ought  to  avoyd  and  abomtnate  them, you  enter taine 
TfaCol\6z  V aPP^4^  them . To  conclude  ; y cDancingymuficke,  adul- 

* Nam  quemadmodu  limus  & fordes  aures  corporis  obftruere  folent,  fic  mfretrici) 
cantus  aures  mentis  folent  magis  quam  quaevis  fordes  obftruere.  Vel  potiusnon 
obftruut  tantUjVeruetiam  impuru  faciut  & immundu:quafi  enim  ftercus  immittunt 
auribus  veftris  huiufmodicolloquia.Quod  barbarus  illeminabatur,dicens  j Come- 
detis  ftercus  veftru,idetiarn  multi  non  verbo,  fed  re  vobis  faciunt3  imo  verdmultd 
pejus  ac  fsdius.  Nam  Fornicatorij  cantus  multo  magis  quam  ftercora  funt  aborni- 
nabiles.Quodqjasgriusferendujnon  folu  nulla  talia  audientes  moleftia  capitis, veru 
ctia  ridetis  atq;  Istamini.Cuqj  vitare  ifta,abominariq;deberetis;fufcipitis  atq;  lau- 
daas.HwM  ^.inMauh.rons.i.CoU^i.C.SeeHm.i.Vey'erbiilfaia.rcm  i.Col.iiSS.j, 

7 Chores, cymbala,tibis,  canticaturpia  plena  fcortationu  ac  aduIterioru,Diaboli 
pompaj&c  Um4tj7tAfy,TmyCQL6M*& HwtJlMiCtryTm4*C9L3l7'A. 
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ter ohs  ribaldry  fongs  (faith  this  Father)  which  are  fo  rife  and 
frequent  in  oar  marriages  ('and  yet  not  fo  frequent  then, 
as  they  are  now  in  ours  : ) are  the  very  ^Devils  pompe  and  tQuicj  ^imis 
hotch * potch&c.  z ivbat  wilt  thou  fay  of  their  fangs  which  are  tie  lpf  s canticis 
fi  aught  with  all  incontinenc) 7.  which  bring  in  dtfhoneft  loves  yin-  quse  funt  plena 
lawfully  nay  wicked  copulations , the  ever  font  of  houfes  and  in-  omm  nnpudi- 
numerable  Tragedies , and  have  oft-times  in  them  the  name  ‘^nc°^ 

of  a MiftriSy  and  a Lover,  a Sweet -heart  and  a Beloved,  A nd  Cubitus  illnn- 
that  which  is  worfl  of  ally  there  are  Virgins  prefent  at  them , timos  ac  nefa- 
who  laying  ajlde  all  fame,  doe  in  the  middefl  of  unchafle  Tong-  rios,  & demo- 
flers  (a  pra&ice  too  common  with  our  chaunting,  dan-  ^m  cJcr!1°ncs 
ring  blufhiefTe  females  now)  demeane  themfelves  lafeivi - !*  f”®*  l™* 
ostfly  andunfeemely : f porting  themfelves  with  dtjorderly  Jongs,  merabiles,  Sc 
obfeene  difeourfes , fatanicall  muficke,  in  honour,  or  rather  to  frequens  habec 
the  dtfhonour  of  the  new  married  Spoufe . And  dofl  thou  yet  nomen  amici 
inquire  cf me  y whence  adulterers,  whence  whore  domes,  whence 
corruptions  of  marriages  fhould  proceed  l Lo  here  thee  fferis  & 
of  fuch  fcurrilous  fongs  and  dances.  To  which  I fhall  omniu  gravif- 
here  adde  the  faying  of  S.  Valerian  concerning  fuch  fimum,eisad- 
fongs  as  thefe,m  his  6.  Homely,  rDe  Otiofis  verbis*Bib!iotbeca  ^unt  yirgincs, 
PMrum.  Tom.i.yr,  3.^482.48?.  - As  eft  (writes  he) 
as  the  hearing  is  foothed  with  the  pleafant  voyce , fo  often  the  rx  honor£  rvci 
fight  is  invited  to  a filthy  deed.  Let  no  man  trufl  tbefe  tre - p0tius  ignomi- 
cherous  fongs,  nor  looke  backs  to  thofe  in  citations  of  a lujlfuH  niamj&intcx 
voyce • which  rage  whiles  they  delight, and  kill  when  they  flatter,  ‘mpudicos  a- 
b Thus  we  often  fee  Birds  to  be  deceived  with  flattering  whiflels , CornpCQ^sS]^f* 
and  fottifh  wtldbeajlsto  be  drawen  into  a fnare  of  death  by  the  ciyientes  & m_, 
fweeineffe  of  the  voyce . Such , my  beloved , is  the  cafe  of  mor • decore  fe  ge- 

rences  cantile- 

p-is,Yerbifq;  turpibus,&  Satanicaconfonnntia.Et  adhuc  me  rogas5  unde  matrimo- 
morum  corruptores  > Hm.njni  Cor,Tom,4.Col.$i%,C.S?e  H own.  ad  Pop  Antioch,' 
Tom  <>.Col.\6x.C.D,  a Quoriefcunque  dutci voce mulccrur audicusyid turpe  facinus. 
invicaturafpedus.Nemoinfidiofis  cantibuscredar,nec  ad  ilia  Iibidinofa  vocis  inci 
tamentarefpiciat  ; quae  cum  oble<ftant,faeviunt)  cum  blandiuntur,  occidunt.  lbulvm,- 
h Sic  frequeter  vidimus  blandis  fibilis  aves  decipi,  & liebetes  feras  in  laqueum  mor- 
tis dulcedinc  vocis  impelli.  Similis  eft  dileftiflimi^aufa  mortalium,  quos  dulcifoni* 
cantus  cura  follicitat.  In  hoc  autem  proficiunt  varietates  Yocuna>  & produfta  fine  • 
fyllabis  verha>ut  homo  aut  capiatur^aut  capiat.  Explican  non  poteftj  dile&ifiimiji 
auam  periculofos  Iaqueos  q^hibeant  mimics  ftudia  valuptatisj&c.  Ib.dcm , . 
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taHmen,whom  the  care  of  pUafant  fongs  follicites.  In  this 
onely  the  varieties  ofvoyces  profit , and  words  drawen  out  ai 
length  by  warbling*  without  fj liable s,  that  a man  way  be  either 
taken, or  may  take.  It  cannot  be  exprefted,  my  beloved,  whas 
danger  om  frares  the  ft  tidies  of  mtmicall  pleafure  exhibite . For 
if  any  man  could  (earch  out  the  fecrets  of  mens  brefts^loe  fhould 
finds  the  hearts  of  unhappy  men  to  figh  agatnc  at  every  foundof 
the  Flute.  XJndsrfiand  therefore  what  over-familiar  and fecret 
ffecch  may  doe  betweene  men  and  women , what  neere  neighbour 
c Refugiendus  hood,  what  conferences  mixed  with  tefis,  what  a pallate  invited 
eft  igitur  error  ^ith  delight , ; what  the  defire  of  gold  expofed  to  every  wicked- 
nuV'  °u!  hunr  (feofproflitution^ifeven  the  inticements  of  a dumbe  voyce 
ms  ?pe<ftoribus  may  chame  the  fury  of  another.  c This  error  therefore tof the 
dulcedine  fiu  found  of  the  voyce  is  to  b;  avoyded,which  hath  wrought  bitter - 
amaritudinem  ties  in  the  hearts  of  men  by  its  fweetneffcg&by  a ceriaine  perfiva- 
fione^u^da^"  ^°n  of  a mellifluous fongjsath  oft-times  mini  ft  red  deadly  psyfons 
mellinuican-  to  f^e  flc&*  which  place  the  eares  are  firft  to  be  * flopped, 
tus  frequenter  fy  oppofing  the  Buckler -of  Faith,  whereby  the  hearing  of  every 
mortifera  x-  voyce  enticing  unto  lewdneffe  may  more  eafily  be  excluded.  And 
gris  venena  dfeipline  alfo  u to  be  admin  ft  red,  which  may  repell  the  de fires 

commi  ^uit.  In  Qf t^g  may  lr^[e  t^c  incitations  of  a con  fuming  heart, 

mTobturePnd*  To  all  which  paflages,  I may  ioyne  thatof  S.  Augufltne, 
aures  fant,  op-  De  Tempore  Scrmo.i  15.  * Before  all  things,  where foever you 
ponentes  feu- 

tum  fideij  quo  facilius  omnis  lenocinantis  vocis  excludatur  auditus.  Adhibenda 
etiam  difciplina,qua2  oculorum  defideriarepellat,&  tabefeentis  cordis  incitamenra 
compefcatJ^wV»2.  * See  Thomas  Beacon  his  Catechifme.f0I.3jir  accordingly,*  Ante 
omnia  ubicunqs  fueritisjfive  in  domo,&c.  verba  turpia  St  luxuriofa  nolite  ex  ore 
veftroproferre;fed  magis  vicinos  &proximos  veftros  iugiter  admon'erejUt  femper' 
quod  bonum  eft  & honeftum  loqui  ftudeant,ne  forte  male  loquendo  & ill  fandis 
feftivitatibus  chores  ducendo,cantica  luxuriofa  & verba  proferendo  de  lingua  fun, 
unde  debuerant  Deum  laudare,inde  fibi  vulneravideantur  infligere.Iftienim  infac- 
lices  & miferi  homines  qui  balationes  & faltationes  ante  ipfas  bafilicas  fandorum 
exercere  nec  metuut  nec  erubefeunt,  etfi  Chriftiani  ad  Ecclefiam  venerint,  Pagani 
de  Ecclefia  revwtunturj  quia  ifta  confuetudo  balandi  de  Paganorum  obfervatione 
remanfit.Et  iam  videte  qualis  eft  ille  Chriftianus  qui  ad  pcclefiam  venit  orare,  & 
negleda  orationc3facrilega  verba  Paganorum  non  erubefcit  ex  ore  proferre:  videte 
tamenfratrescharilTimijftiuftum  eft^utex  ore  Chriftianorum  ubi  corpus  Chrifti 
ingrcditurjluxuriofum  canticum  quali  venenum  Diaboli  proferatur  l Ibid.  Tom. 9, 
pars  ifag.6}  1 . See  Ambrof.  Sermo.  3 3 .Tom.  5 gag. 1 3 . 
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are y whether  in  a houfe , or  in  a tourney,  or  w a feaft,  or  in  <& 
pubhke  affembty, utter  not  yee  out  of  your  me  tithes  any  feurniom 
or  voluptuous  words-,  but  rather  cotinually^admonifh your  neigh- 
bours and  friends,  that  they  alwayes  ftudy  to  fbeake  that  which 
u hone  ft  and  good,  left  perchance  by  evitl  [peaking , by  dancing 
upon  holy  Feftivals , and  by  fan  gin g luxuricm  ribaldry  fangs, 
they  may  feeme  to  inflttt  wounds  upon  themfelves , even  from 
whence  they  ought  to  have  pray  fed  God . For  the  fa  unhappy  and 
rmferable  men,  who  neither  fe  are  nor  blufh  to  exercife  lafrc'ivi - 
ous  fangs  and  dances  before  the  very  Temples  of  the  Saints,  al- 
though they  fhould  come  (fhriflians  to  the  Church , yet  they 
returne  Fagans  from  the  Church,  becaufa  this  cuftome  of  fring- 
ing and  dancing  is  but  a reltque  ofr the  obfarvation  of  Fagans* 

And  now  behold  what  a Chrtfttan  he  is,  who  comes  unto  the 

frhurch  to  pray,  and  Kegletting  prayer , is  not  afhamed  to  utter 

the  jacrilegious  words  of  Fagans • (fan fader  deare  brethren , 

whether  it  bs  tuft , that  out  of  that  mouth  of  Chrtfaians  where 

the  body  of  frhrft  doth  enter  inya  deboift  fong  fhould  be  brought 

forth, as  the  very  poyfan  of  the  Devill?  * wherefore  (writet'h  he  * Quare  a mbu- 

in  another  place)  fhould  wsthenwalkp  delighted  with  vaine  j)rcrn'dS  dele- 

fangs,  that  are  profitable  for  nothing , being  fweet  one ly  for  a 

time,  but  bitter  afterwards  ? For  with  finch  fcurrtlities  offrongs  profuturis,ad 

the  tntifedmindes  of  men  are  efframinated,  and  fall  away  from  tempus  diilci- 

vertue, flow  ing  downe  into  filthineffre,  and for  thrfa  very  frit  hi-  buskin  pofteru 

nefrfesthey  afterwards feele  paines, and  vomit  up  that  againt  with 

gnat bttt erne ffe  which  they  have  drmke  downe  with  tcmporall  nitiidirXus1" 

plea fare,  dre.  To  which  I may  annex  that  * Canon  of  the  cantionu  an  i- 

Roman  Synode  under  Lot  ha  rill  s and  Lodovicke : Let  the  mi  human  i .U 

Friefas  admonifh  men  and  women  who  meet  together  at  Church  eneryan-r 

on  Hniy-dayes , thit  they  fang  no  filthy  frongs,  nor  lead  nor  keep e 

ary  dances  : And  that  CorftiUitien  of  Charles  and  Lodo-  tes  in  turpiVu- 

vicke  : * Let  no  man  dance  any  filthy  Dances  or  Carantoes , dinem  &'  prop- 

nor  fang  Any  difhonefl  riotous frongs,  nor  ufe  any frkch  Diabolical i ter  ipfas  turp  - 

tucSines  pc/tea 

fcmiuntdolores,3c  cum  magnaamaritudine  digerunt,quod  cu  temporali  dulcedine 
bibcrunt.Dtf  Deecm  CbQrdis.capy.Tom-y.parsi.pagi  151.  * Apud  Henrici  Spelmauni 
01offarium.p,66.  Ballare,&  Binius  Ccnciliorum.Tom.^.  * Capitular.  Carol!  6c 
Ludpu,l.^,Can,Tpi, & SpelmanmJGloflarium.p.^7.Balbre. 
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(forts, either  in  the  ftrcets  or  in  their  honfes.  By  all  which  you 
d Ouare  ? quia  may  eafiiy  difcerne,  what  the  Fathers  iudgcd  ofamo- 
infixa  nobis  e-  rous  ribaldrous  fongs ; which  fhould  caufe  all  Chrilli- 
ius  rei  aver  fa-  ‘ans,at  leaftwife  to  condemne  them  in  their  iudgements; 
tio  eft,  qua  na*  as  all  thefe  Fathers  doe  ; if  not  to  d abandon  them  in  their 
tura  damnavit * yraftice.  To  thefe  Teftimonies  of  the  Fathers  I might 
*Legum  vialo*  accumulate,  not  onely  c Plato,  f Seneca,  8 Ovid,  h Horace , 
7.pag.8y 4*.  5 2nd  other  Pagan  Authors,  who  condemne  all  amorous  wan- 
fQmd  illi,  qui  tonT* aft  orals,  at  ft  for  none  but  Strumpets,  and  Uwdelafci- 
in  audiendisj  vious  effeminate  perfons  : but  Iikewife  whole  Volumes  of 
vifendis,  com-  mocjerne  Authors  ; there  being  few  Commentators  on  the 
nc^occupati*"  P f^es, upon' Epbef  4.79, 30.&  c+1.4.  or  upon  CoUof  4.6. 
funt;  du  vocem  Eew  Expojitors  on  the  7.  k Commandement : few 1 (fomnton- 
cuius  reftum  place  Compilers ; in  their  places  or  Titles*  of  Singing, 
curium  n at nra  Pfalmcs,  Mufcke,  lefts,  Scurrility,  Modefty,  Chaftity,  and 
LpSnum  thel.ikc,:  ,Few  Writers  - agamfi  Sttge-fUjcs  ; but  have 
fecit,  infiexu  particularly  condemned  theie  lalcivious,  amorous,  ri- 
modulatioms  baldrous  Songs,  (which  arc  now  too  much  in  ule) n as 
incptifiime  Diabolical l,  unchriftian  luft-exciting,  vice-fomenting, 

torqiicnt?Quo-  fouie-impoyfoning  pieafures,  which  all  Chrilfians 
qued  inter  }c~  eternally  abominate,  as  the  very  fnares  of  Hell, 

carmen  meti-  0 very  plagues  of  that  Common-weale  wherein  they  are  tol - 

ernes  Temper  lerated,znd  the  very  baites  of  Satan  to  draw  men  on  to 

foiant.:  quoru 

cum  ad  res  ferias,ctiam  fsepc  triftes,adhibiti  fwnt,exauditur  tacitamodulatio?  Non 
habent  ifti  otiurn,  fed  iners  negotiii.Dc  Brevity  it*. c,  1 a.  f Hncrvant  animos  cytha- 
ra:,cantiifq;,lyrxqs.Et  v ox  ^c.VcRc  medio  Ar4Qm.Li.p.i$ o.  6 Gr.itaq;  faeminis,Im- 
belli  cytharacarmina  dividis.Cdrw?z./.i.0<fe.i  5 .p.  1 8 . See  l.g.  Ode.i  1 ,p.8^ ^ & Ode. 
I j.p.^8,l.4.0de.l  I pji4.Epift,l.i  Epift.i  p.240.  * See  Iuvenal.$atyr.6.  p 54-f?> 
Satyr.io.p.99.  i See  Lyra , Gorrban > Tcjlatus,  Cornelius  d Lapide,  Ejliws,  0 fender, 
Calvin, Mu[cuUi4,-SMarlorat,Zancbius,Aret:M,Builengcr,MelaKgton,md  others,  ibid. k See. 
Mooper,Bcae<m,Babingm,  T}od,nlt<m>rerl{m,lMlte,williams,svncs,An&  others. l See  Vcttt 
Martyr, TrelcaUws,Mirccr,To!atM, and  others,  and  Mapheus  Vegm,  De  Liberoru  Edu- 
-cat  I.5.C.7.  & it,  m The  $,BUft  of  Retrait  from  PhyesandTheaters.p.ioo.to- 
gether  with  Reynolds, Gojfon, Stubs, Bulcnger,Briffonm,Manana,  and  others.  n Aures  ve- 
ftras  condidijUtaudiretis  Scripturas,at  vosparaftis  ea  ad  cantica  D;emonunijCythi- 
ras  & ndiaih,Sic.Hippolitits  Martyr, De  Confum  Mundt  Oratio.BibiTatrii.Tom  ^.p.  1 6.17. 
o Turpes  &efF^roinati  cantus  prius  rempublicam  univerfam  peftifera  tabe  infici- 
amt,  quam  malum  quod.afferunt  rationc  prsesveri  poteft.  Ofor’m  De  l^egum.lnfiit. 
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f!nne,andfo  tocndldfe  deftru&ion.  Since  therefore 
Srage-playcs  are  evermore  accompanied,  adorned  with 
fucn  execrable  unchriftian  Paftorais,  Songs  and  Poems 
as  thefe,  (which  I would  wifli  all  Chriftians,  efpecially 
fuch  as  are  moft  devoted  to  them,  as  they  tender  the 
cverlafting  welfare  of  their  fbules,  even  now  for  to  a- 
bandon,  V for  fear  e thefe  momentary  fading  pleafures  plunge* r c ^*l8;7 

them  into  many  en die ffe  torments .)  I mud  thereupon  now  i^y  ^ j^jz  ^ 
conclude,  as  all  the  fore-going  Fathers  and  Authors  in  Amos 
^heMajor  doe;  that  they  muft  needs  be  finfuH,  andal-  lam.  *. i,s. 
together  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians,  as  thefe  their  atten-  Luke  1 6.25. 
dants  are ; which  need  no  other  aggravations  to  con- 
demne  them  but  themfelvesalone.4Af^»r^^w^^»i  tatem>  pxn”£ 
ncncognofcitMrexfe,vjas  the  ancient  Pro verbe.  You  may  aut£  femp,ter- 
therefore  iudge  of  Stage-playes,  by  thefe  filthy  Songs  nam.  cbrjfoft. 
and  Sonnets  that  accompany  them;  which  Songs  the  Pop. 

very  Title  to  our  Englijh  finging  W/almcs , commands  all  ftiocb.Tom .j. 

Chrtflians  to  lay  a part,  as  tending  onely  to  the  nourifhsng  of  '‘lu^riofant 
vice, and  corrupting  of  youth,  with  which  I fhall  clofe  this  egeris  vitam 
Scene.  hanc,3eternis 

inccndijs  tor- 

queberis  in  alia.O  quam  momenrania  eft  carnis  dele&atio  ? quam  iabilis  voluptatis 
bora  qua  perditur  vita  sterna ! Quod  rogo,  emolumentum  affert  corpori,  quodve 
tnbuit  luchrum,id  quod  tarn  cito  ammam  ducit  ad  tartarum  ? Ambrof*  De  Vkwrttw? 
V’irtutumqiConfl:ttn.Tomj.p,i49.B , * See  CarminaProverbialia. 


ACTVS  5.  SCENA  DeCJMA. 

THe  third  unlawfull  Concomitant  of  Stage-playes, u c q ^ . 

effeminate, delicate,  ln/1-frovoking  Mnficke,  as  S.  r Bafd  ocXTfpcda- 
culis,nec  Yanis  prxftigiatoruoftetationibus  tradere,nec  peraures  animsru  corrup- 
tricc  melodia  haurire.Hocenim  muficae  genus  libidinu  ftimulos  acucre  foIet.Tanta 
fane  melodise  reftas  a turpi  atq;  obfeaena  differentia  eft,ut  cam  qua?  nunc  in  ufu  eft: 
non  minus  fugere  debeatis,qua  rein  aliqua  turpiflimam,  Ve  Legendu  libra  Gcnttii k\ 
Omio.Tem.  i.pig. 41a. 

N n phrafeth 
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phrafeth  itpbicbCbriftians  ought  to  file  asa  mojl  filthy  things 
both  becaufe  it  workes  upon  their  mindes,  to  corrupt 
them,  upon  their  lufts,to  provoke  them  to  all  voluptu- 
oulhefTe  and  uncleanefle  whatfoever.  From  whence 
Argument  this  25.  Argument  may  be  formed. 

25.  That  which  is  alwaies  accompanied  with  effeminate 

luft-provoking  Muficke,  is  doubtleffe  inexpedient 
and  uniawfuil  unto  Chriftians. 

But  Stage-playes  are  alwayes  accompanied  with 
fuch  Muficke. 

Therefore  they  are  doubtleffe  inexpedient  and  un- 
lawful! unto  Chriftians. 

The  Major  is  eafily  confirmed,  by  prooving  effemi- 
nate iuft-enflaming  Muficke,  uniawfuil.  That  Muficke 
. . of  it  feife  is  lawfull,  ufefuifand  commendable  ; no  man. 

Numb*  2*iJ  17*  no  Chriftian  dares  denie,fince  the  f Scriptures, c Fathers , 
Judges  5 . 3 . and  generally  u all  Chrtftian,  * all  Pagan  t Authors  extant  y 
z Sam.i  9.3*.  dog  with  one  canfent  averre  k .But  that  iafcivious,amorous, 
iChron.6. ^2.  effeminate,  voluptuous  Muficke,  (which  lonely  here 
c.i3.8^c.ij  9,  inCounter,)  fhould  be  either  expedient,  or  lawfullunto 
zChron^n.  Chriftians,  there  is  nonefo  audacious  as  to  iuftifieit, 
c.9.1  i.c.20,21,  fince  both  Scriptui  e.  Fathers,  moderne  Chriftian  Wri- 
22.023.13.0.29  ters;  yea  and  Heathen  Nations,  States  and  Authors, 

28. c.  3J.i 5. 

Nchcm.7. 1 «c. 1 o.  3 9. c.i  1.2 1,13.0.11. 4^,46,47. Pfal.i  49.8c  1 fo.Eccles.i.S.Ephef, 
5.19.C0I.3.19.  t Clemens  Alexand-Paedag.l.i.c.^  Juftin  Martyr,  Bxplic.  QuaeiLa 
Gentibuspolitarum.QuxlLio7.Auguftinus,  Muficae.1.6. Beds.  De  Mufica Theo- 
rica.lib.6t  DeMufica  Quadata.lib .Hterom^tnbrofe,  Chryfoftom « Bafil.Tbcodorct3SeduliHS3 
Xem'i gifts >Rdbanus  Maum^Oecnmen'iit,Tbcophyl4ft>  on  Ephef  $.&  Col.  3 & in  lib,Pfal- 
jnorum.Cafliodorus  Variarum.ki.Epift^o.Ioannis  Sarisburienfis,  De  Nugis  Cu-. 
rialium.i.i  .c,6.  a Plitonis  Crito.&  Legum  Dial.3.  p. 5 91.10  599.  Ariftot.  Polit.l. 
8.c.3  4,y,6,7.0vidPaflorum41.6.p.ii4.&  Triftium  I.4.  Polybius.  Hiftorix.l.4.p. 
339^40,341  .Strabo  Geogr  .l.i  o.p.48 .49 . Plutarchi  Laconica  Inlhtuta.  Athens  us 
Dipnof.l  14.0 .10.1  i.GelliuSjNodium  Attic.l.i.cjl.  Quintil.  Inftit.  Oratorix l.i, 
c.i6.Macrobius  DeSomno  Scipionis.l.i.c^.Dioginis  Laertij  Socrates. /Eli',n,vari3e 
Hiftorix.l.i.c.39.with  fundry  others.  * Caelius  Rhodiginus.Antiqu.Left.  I.9.  c.I. 
to  jo.  Alexander  ab  Alexandro.l.x.c.25.  Polydor  Virgil,  De  Invent.rerum«l.i.cap, 
S4.1 5,Oforius  Dc  Inftit.Regum.l^.fol.i  it.Cierke,  De  Aulico.lib  I4pag.62.63, 
64.  Agrippa,  D<  Vanitate  Sckntiarum,  cap,  17, Cafe  Polit.  lib.7.cap.  3 . y,  6, 7. 
with  others, 


Part. i 


Hi  fit  io-K  'Maflix. 


2.75 


have  paft  a doome  upon  it.  If  we  revolue  the  Fathers, 
we  Ihail  finde  y Clemens  Alexandrinus  declaiming  thus  y p^djcroci 
againftit.  Thofc  who  are  ferioufty  occupied  in  muftckje,fongs  lib.i.cap^. 
and  dance s,  and  fuch  like  dtjftlute  recreations,  become  tmmo-  *Fra<ctoni  can- 
deft,  infolent , and  very  farrc  eft  ranged  from  good  difciphne,  as  & ^e^diu 

the  ft  about  whom  cymbals  and  dulcimers  are  founding,  and 
the  in  fir  nme  nts  of  fraud  making  a ncyfe • But  it  mainly  be - na  Vcneficia 
hoveth  us  to  cut  off  every  filthy  [pettacle,  every  di  (hone ft  found,  intemperanti& 
and  to  uje  but  a word , every  dijhoneft  fence  of  intemperance , prayo  Muficae 
( which  is  vert! j a true  privation  of  fence)  that  doth  tickle  or  artificio  mores 
effeminate  our  eyes  or  eares , bewaring  pleafure : For  * the  va-  cSmeffadonis^ 
rions  forcer  ies  of  effeminate  fongs,  and  of  the  mournful!  me  a.  affe&ione  tra- 
fures  of  the  Cartcke  cjd-lufe,  corrupt  the  manners,  with  in-  hentes,&cr  A 
temperate  and  wicked  muftcke,  drawing  men  to  the  affeUton  of  & 

riotous /rafting.  Thecae  therefore,  the  Flute  and  fetch  like  ncryo&  cogioa- 
inftruments  are  to  be  abandoned  pom  a fober  feaft,  which  are  ver-  mopes  & 
more  fit  for  beafts  then  men , and  for  thofepecple  who  are  mo  ft  enervate  har- 
e fir  anged  from  reafon.  But  mode  ft  and  chafte  harmonies  are  monise  a man- 
to  be  admitted,  by  removing  as  fane  as  may  be  all  [oft  ejfemi-  ^anc^  ^unt 
nate  muftcke  from  our  fir  ok g and  valiant  cogitation , which  u-  ^uam  cn£i^i’ 
fmg  a difhonft  art  of  warbling  the  voyce,  doe  leade  to  a dtltcate  ^fle^ium 
and  [loth full  kj»de  of  life.  Therefore  Chromaticall  harmonies  vocis  artificio 
are  to  be  left  to  impudent  malapartneffe  in  wine,  to  whorifh  mu - utentes,  ad  de- 
ftoks  crowned  with  flowers,  x lufttn  fjM  artyr,  (if  the  Booke  kcara  & igna- 
be  his)  writes  thus  to  the  lelfefame  purpofe.  It  is  not  V^v*t:e2gen~ 
unlawfully  nor  yet  altogether  unfeemely  for  Boyes  to  ftug 5 hut  deducuntj&c. 
to  fmg  With  inanimate  inftruments ; to  fing  with  dancing  and  ibidem, 
cymbals • the  ufe  of which  kind*  of  inftruments , with  others  fit  z Explicate 
onely  for  Children , arT  exploded  out  of  our  Churches,  where 
* nothing  is  retained  but  fingtng  onely . S.  Hienm  in  his" I O.  fi7arnsS  n0f  U~ 
Epiftlcto  Furta.c.Af.  writes  thus.  a Let  the  Singer  be  thruft  rrl#  Quaeft.ioy. 
out  oj  thine  houfe  cos  noxious : expell  out  of  thy  doores  all  Fid-  * Therefore 
le\s , Singing- women,  with  all  this  quire  of  the  Devill,  as  the  ^icy  no  c- 


deiiily  ft ngs  of  Syrens . And  in  his  Commentary  upon  the  bu?* 

finding  in  his  time. Qitednota,  * ComatuIos,comptos5ntqs  Iafcivos,  domustua?  teda 
fion  videant.Cantor  pellatur  ut  noxius.Fidicinas  & Pfaltrias,&  iftiufmodi  chorum 
Piaboli  quafi  mortifera  Syrenaru  carmina,proturba  ex  sdibus  tuis.  ibidem. 
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b Audiant  hxc  Ephef.ltb.  3 xap.  i.Tom  6.  pag.  1 8 8.  A . b Let  Youtbes  heare 
adokfeentuli;  thefe  things;  let  t ho fe  who fe  office  it  is  to  [mg  in  the  Church 
biis^GIlendr'"  hears  the fe  things  ; that  we  mufi  fing  to  God  with  the  hear ty 
medefiaoffi-  not  with  the  y&yce ; neither  after  the  manner  of  Tragedian s 
ciumcft)Deo  are  the  throate  and  chops  to  be  anoynted  with  fame  pleafant 
non  vocc  fed  oyntmcntjhat  theatrical  fongs&  mcafures  may  be  heard  in  the 
corde  cantan  - Cburch;but  we  mt*fl png  infeare,  in  worke^tn  the  knowledge  of 
Trao^nL  the  Scriptures  .So  let  theServat  ofChrift  fingjhat  not  the  voyce 

more  gu«uT&  °f the  Sing€r>  hut  the  mrcis  ^Al  are  rea^  Pledf*  * that  the 
fauces  dulci  cvtll  fpirit  which  was  in  Saul  mag  be  cafl  ottt  ofthofe,  who  are 
medicamine  poffeffed  by  him  in  the  fame  manner 3 and  that  he  may  not  be 
colhniendas;  brought  into  thofe.who  have  made  a Play-boufe  of  the  Houfe 
theatrics  mo-  °f G’^'  All<^  in  !lIS  Commentary  upon  the  6.  o/Amos.Tom. 
duli  auJiantur  5-f- > H-A.  lie  writes  thus.  c The  lnft  of  the  pallate,  and 
& catica:fed  in  all  variety  of  dainty  meates  is  not  fufficient , for  yon  foothe  your 
timoie  in  ope-  cares  with  the  fings  of  the  Tipe,  the  P fa  It  cry,  and  the  Harpe  : 
re  in  fcieatta  afi^  which  David  hath  made  for  the  worfhip  of  God , find- 
cantet  fervus  0Ht  varteiJ  °J  Organs, and  muftcall infir  uments,  you  tranf- 

Chrifti^ut  non  fir t0  pleafure  and  luxury.  S.  Valerian  in  his  6.  Homely , T>e 
vox  canentis,  Otiofts  Verbis.  BibLPaPrum.  Tom,$.  pars  3 . fag.  482.  483. 
fed  verba  pla-  writes  thus. d We  therefore  oft-times finds  a way  to  be  fenced 
ceant  qux  le-  t9  tYicontinsncy  y and  fomentations  to  adulteries  to  be  from 
mus'malus^1*  hence  admin  fired , whiles  this  man  pUyes  on  the  founding  CU 
qux  erat  in  there » with  a nimble  quill,  and  another  with  a ski/ full  finger 
S.iule3eijciatur  compofeth  the  melodious  miccments  of  the  roaring  Organs . 
ab  hisjCjui  fi-  Thefe  are  the  frares,  by  whofe  ajf fiance , among  other  wounds 
poffi^l emu r °&  t^oe  C^ev^  wor^s  t^e  deaths s of  men,  &c.  S.  Bafil  in  hi$ 
nonintrodu-  Commentary  upon  Efay$.  Tom.  3.  p.  419.420.  hath  thefe 
catm-  in  cos^ui  enfuing  paflages,  againft  Muficians,  Songs,  and  Dances. 

dc  Dei  domo 

feenam  fecerc  populorum.lfo’dtyfl.  c Quibus  non  fuflScit  libido  gutturis, See « aiG 
& tibiaium  & pfalterij,  & lyrx  canticis,  aures  veilras  miilceatis  : & quod  David 
fecit  ad  cuitumDci,  levitaruro  ordines,  & organorum  reperiens  varierates j vof 
ad  voluptatem  & luxuriam  conferatis.  Ibidem.  4 Invenimus  igirur  frequenter, 
ita  impudiciti'je  viam  muniri  atque  ex  hoc  fomenta  adukeriis  muuftrajri,  cun 
hicagdi  pie&ro  tinnientis  citharas  fonos  expedit,  tile  dociii  digito  labotami^ 
or^ani  blandimenta  componit.  Ifti  funtiaquei, quibus  famulaijtibus,  inter  ester* 
Kulnera  Diabolus  hominum  rnortes  operatur^Scc,  ibidem. 
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c Fidlers  and  tMuficians,  who  paffe  the  time  of  their  flour  tfhing  « f ibicin  x Sc 
age  in  vtltames,  together  with  ‘ Dances  and  fongs  dr awne  forth  fidicins  qua: 
tn  pub Uke  by  wicked perfons,  enervate  the  virility  of  went  bo - ^mpu  j Honda? 
das  with  their  lewde  inttcements,  andfoo  thing  their  fcules  with 
that  ptibhke  eon  fort , doe  breakg  thorow  them ^ and  jhrre  up  chon  infuperSc 
Drunkards  to  the  embracing  of  all  filthy  and  unlawfull  plea - cantilenas  in 
fare.  Their  eares  are  taken  wttk  the  fweet  harmony , but  finch  commune  de- 
as  may  pricke  them  on  to  a flagitious  lubricity ,$v.  what  a Pcr . 

miferable  Spe  Bade  is  it  to  chafie  and,  vt>  el-mannered  eyes , to  fee  lICatcaa  corr 
a woman  foot  to  follow  her  needle  or  diftajfeflut  to  png  to  a Lute*  rum  fms  ener- 
not  to  beknowne  by  berewne  bufband,  but  to  be  often  veiwed  vat  Icrrocinijs, 
by  others  as  a pubhke  whore : not  to  modulate  or fing  a T Jaime  an”nofq;  deli- 
of  conftffiw,  but  to Jing  fongs  intiemg  unto  luft : not  to  fnpplt-  con 

cate  to  God,  bat  willingly  to  haflen  unto  Hell ; not  to  goe  dili - ccnLll  pCrfj~^ 
gently  to  the  Church  of  God , but  to  with- draw  others  with  her  gunt,  & ad  c6- 
felfefrom  thence,&c.  S With  thee  there  lyeth  a Lute  interlaced  plexu  obfeen'e 
and  adorned  with  Goldor  Elephants  tooths  Demoniacal!  Sta - omn,s  &»Uigi- 
tue  and  ldolL  fa  fined  at  tt  were  to  Come  high  : Altar  and  a nrn'?  YOinPta~ 
certain?  mifiravlc  woman,  who  oy  reajon  of  the  nccefjity  of  her  muhnt.  A. arcs 
fervile  condition,  fhoutd  apply  her  felfe  to  her  diftaffe,is  taught  enpiuntur  mc- 
of  thee,  perchance  an  htreltng,  perchance  of  one  who  flail  delt * li»o  conccnru, 
vei  her  over  to  fome  Bawde  orproftituied  tvhore ; afterwards  ^ 

when fle  hath  fatis fed  all  the  lufi  in  her  owe  body,fhe  is  fet  cistern  ex  n-1" 
over  other  yong  G tries,  as  a CMifiris  of  the  like  actions,  mule i&c.Uid. 
Wherefore  tn  the  day  of judgement-,  a double  pmiflmsnt  fi?all  fGafbs&henc; 
feife  upon  thee ; both  for  tbofe  wickednejfes  thou  committefi  moratis  oculis, 
when  thou  art  drm\ey  and  Ukewife  for  thy  wicked  dotlr.ne  ” &™ul !-C 
whereby  thou  haft  quite  alienated  an  unhappv  feule  from  Gody  iieVe,n  non^e" 

la  6rdiri,aut  deducere  penfum,fed  cantilhre  ad  lyia^  nonaproprio  virocognofci, 

! fed  ab  alijs  publica  infpe&ari  meriti*ice:non  modular!  Pfalmu confellionrSjfed  can- 
i j tica  concirmere  ad  libidinc  prolicientia:  non  fupplicarc  Deo  5fed  ultro  properare  ad 
( gehennarnon  ad  Ecclefia  Deiftudiofeconrer>dere,fed&  fecu  alios  inde  avocare  Ibid* 

( S A.tqui  apud  te  iacet  lyraauro  denteqj  elephanuno  interPiinfta  & variegatn;  afhxa 
•t  vclutlublimicuipia  altari^ftatua  & Idolu  Dasmoniacu.  Ht  mulier  quide  mifera5&c. 
i edotta  abs  teeft,  force  amercenario,  forfnn  ab  eo  qui  earn  lenae  cuipia  mulicri  aut 
^ praftitutae  tradiderit:mox  ubi  inpropriocorporeomne  cxplevic  iibidinej  prxfidcc 
\ adolefcentulis  limiimm  doftrix  operum.  Qunmobrem  die  iudicij*  p^na  dnplex'tibi 
occurret,nfmirii:ii  ob  ea  quae  fiugitiacommictis, propter  item  dedtrinam  improbam. 
qua  a Deo  abaiienafti  animam  infxlicem,&c  Ibidcfft 
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"Eariiautem  &c.  •*  Of  thofe  art!  which  depend  vpon  the  fludu  of  vetntty, 
^ be  [he  flrt  of  (JMujicke,  of  ‘Dancing,  of  founding 

vjnitfttisjccu  F*pe* j Qr  fab  like,  as foone  as  the  action  it / elfe  hath  ceafed,  the 
liit  cith  inftica,  Work*  st  [elfe  declareth  it  felfe,and  that  altogether  according  to 
faitatoria,ars  the  Apoftlcs  fentence ; whofe  end  u defiruftton  and  perdition  t 
&nim^l  tlfUSj  ^et  *he/e  things  fetffee  to  be  ffoken  againft  thofe  who  thorow 
d^moxutde-^"  overmttch  effeminacy  give  themfelves  wholy  over  to  delights , 
fjt  a<fho  ipfum  AH^ l^4t  Continually ; Or  elfe  again f thofe  whom  the  dayes  of 
fe  dec  brat  o-  mirth  or  gladneffcfuppefe  of  marriages  or  fafts,  doe  more  di - 
pu3,idq  j pror-  ligently  procure  Waites,  Mufickg,  rounds  and  dancing,  wh:n  as 
ftoh-drn  £en°~  of  the  fe  is  required  of  ns  : who  have  learned  by  the  tea- 

temiammuorfr  c^tKg  °f  t^oe  Scripture,  that  the  wrath  of  Ged  is  bent  againft  all 
finis jiiiteritus  frcb  fiddles  and  convcrfation  of  life,  7 herefore  for  feare  of 
&c  perditio.  imminent  eviHfiom  henceforth  amend  this  wicked  cuflome  of 
H^c  fane  dicta  your  life.  Thus  farre  this  Father,  who  in  his  Sermon, 
eoTw  xfinT  Legendis  Libris  Gent  ilium,  & Be  Ebrietate  & Luxuff? 
modicam  mol-  Hexaemeron,Hom. 4.  hath  other  pafiages  to  this  pur- 
lidem,  totos  fe  pofe.  To  pafle  by  C hryfoftome , who  writes ; * that  Cym- 
dedant  deiicijs,  baby  ‘Pipes , and  filthy  Songs  are  the  very  pomps  and  hodgpotch 
prxtcriontacu-  Qftjfe  Bevtll,  together  with  our  ancient  learned  Ccun- 
&TJrtam  live1  tlT“nian  Alchuvinm ; who  reckons  up  k /brill,  wanton  a- 
continue:  ant  morons  muficke,  which  doth  oft-times  molhfie  and  effeminate 
certe  in  cos  qui  the  vigor  of Chrifhans,  among  thofe  pomps  of  the  Bev  ill, which 
diebus  hilari-  Chrifhans  in  their  Baptifme  doe  renounce . S.  Cyril 7 of  Alex- 
t: Afi^ria  a®r  mes  j 1 That  where  there  is  the  found  of  the  Harpe, 
auc "cen vi vi or d t^£  beating  of  Cymbals  the  cenfort  of  F idlers,  with  the  concin - 
accuratius  con-  nity  of  numbers  and  app  la  ftfes,  there  alfo  is  all  kjnde  of  filthi- 
quirunt  & ad- 

hibent  tibias,citharas  & tripiidiafaltationefq5,quando  nihil  horu  a nobis  requifttu 
efbquippe  qui  divinanos  docente  Scripmra didicimus  indignatione  promotam  efie 
adverfus  iftiufmodiftudia  & vitae  converfatione.Timore  jgiturimpendentiu  malo- 
ru  flagitiofamhanevitie  veftrae  confuetudmem  deinceps  permutatc  in  melius,  ibid. 
i Cymbal ajtibiae,  & cantica  turpia  Diaboli  pompa  & farrago,  &c.  Horn  42..  in  yifta, 
Tom^.ColAis ,C.  & Hom.i  z.in  1 Cor. Tom  4.  CoLt,  57*  A k Pompae  illius  funt  canora 
muiica,in  quibus  fsepc  folvitur  &mollitur  Chriftianus  vigor.  VcCaremonijS  Baptifmi 
£fijl.  Col.iifS.B.  i Vbi  namqj  citharae  fonus  eft  & tympanorum  pulfus,ac  tibi- 
cinumconcentus  cum  numerorti  concinnitate  & plau{ibus,ibi  omnind  eft  & omne 
genus  faeditatis,eaq;  hunt  dam  ab  illis,  qus  curpe  eft  vel  dicere.  MHefmm.  lib.i. 
Up.  ?.  Tom. i.f^.141.  A, 
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neffe ; and  thofe  things  are  done  of  thefe  tn  private , which  is 
even  mfeemeljfor  to  utter.  m Gregory  Naz.iet.ZjW  records,  m o°r3tl(,0‘/ 4 ^ - 
that  the  (brtfiians  in  bis  time  had  no  dancing,  no  idle  Songs , Sec  veftitula* 
or  wanton  x^lufcke  in  their  pubhke  feafts  and  fulemnities ; Out  noftra  tibia- 
onely  Tfalmes  and  [pint  Mail  Songs  with  which  they  pray  fed  num  concentu 
God.  And  Epiphanius  in  his  Compendiaria  Do&nna,  Ds  plsiiGbiifquc 
fide  Catholic  a & A poftolica  Ecclefia  ; afeertaines  us ; that  ^ c 

the  whole  (fat  holt  eke  and  A poftoheke  Church , u condemned  n prGhibet 
Theaters , Playes  and  (JHitfcians,  Em  fe  bias  and  T)amafce»y  Theatra  & Iu- 
as  they  declaims  agatnft  wanton  Muficke,  fongs,  and  dancing  ; dos  equeftres, 
fo  they  pronounce  an  ° woe  aoair.ft  ah  fitch  who  play  upon  & ^nationem, 
the  Harpeor  Ctiharen  on  the  Lords-day  ,;  comparing  a F idler  scr.  ibidem  Co! 
that  playes  to  Dancersy  xoaDevill.  A harlh  comparifon,  9Z%.  £. 
enough  to  (care  fuch  from  their  ungodly  trade.  Saint  ° Vx  his  qui 
Auguflme  in  his  firfi  Books , De  Mufica.  from  c.t.to  8.  £*°l]nftico  die 
deciaimes  againfl  all  wanton , effeminate , amorous.  Stage-mu - c^tharxdns1114 
ficke:  which  was  much  in  ufe  with  Players , who  were  com-  auteni  tan_ 
monly  had,  not  good,  Vtuficians  in  his  age : and  that  Muficke  quam  Bremon3 
he  mo) } difeommends  which  was  accompanied  withTlaycs  P or  cum  lig no  ccn- 
laficivious  dancing , The  3 . Synode of  Turvy  under  Charles  ^1^ulIr«  D*-' 
the  Great . (fanon  7.  condemned  effeminate  Muficke  in 
thefe  termes  : iTbc  M'miflers  of  God  ought  to  ab ft  nine  from  capt  47*  \fjf^ 
all  things  which  pert  mine  to  the  enticements  of  the  eares  or  eyes,febius  quoted, 
fiom  whence  the  vigor  of  the  mind  e may  he  thought  to  be  effe-  ibidem, 
mtnated:  which  may  be  imagined  of  certaine  kindcs  of  xjvht-  p ^ <jjys  hu- 
fiche.drc.  Which  feverail  Authorities  are  a iufficient  c^. 

teftimony  of  the  unlawfuInefTe  of  effeminate,  amorous,  chreValrans, 
wanton  Muficke.  Which  as  it  is  difcommendable  in  velic  eoipfo 
Feafts  and  merry  meetings,  fo  much  more  in  Churches,  lafdvire,  cum 
Hence  is  that  notable  paflage  of  Aclredus,  Abbot  of1 res  T.lca“ 
Rijaulx  in  Yorke-[hirey  about  the  yeere  1160.  in  his  ^ ben^uti- 
Sptculum  Chantatis . lib.  2 . cap.  2 3 . Btbl.  Tatrum,  Tom.  1 3 . que  numerofa 

modulatione 

utitur,  ideft,  ea  motione  qua;  iam  bona,  ex  eo  quia  numerofa  eft,  did  poteft  male 
ille,  id  eft  incongruenier  utitur.  ibidem. cap.3. Tern  i.f a g 44$.  3 Ab  omnibus  qua?- 
cunque  ad  aurium  & ad  oculorum  pertinent  iliecebras,  unde  vigor  ammi  emolliri 
pofle  credatur  (quod  de  aliqutbus  generibus  muficorum  fentiri  poteft)  Dei  facer- 
dotes  abftinere  debeju.  Swim  Tcm.$.pag-27 4. 
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b De  his  nunc  ta£‘  1114  r Let  ™gJPgakf  uow  (faith  he)  oft  hefe,  wboun- 
fa- mo  fit,qui  der  the  fhew  of religion  doe  obpalliatc  the  buftnefe  of  pie  after  e : 
Tub  fpecic  re-  which  ufurpe  thofe  things  for  the  fcrv-ce  of  their  vanity , which 
Iigionis  nc-  the  ancient  Fathers  dtd  profitably  exercife,  in  their  types  of  fit- 
ture  things,  whence  then  / pray , all  types  and  figures  now  cea - 
pailbm  :°(|iu  whence  hath  the  Church  Jo  many  Organs  and  uficaU 

ca  qua:  antiqui  Infiruments  ? To  what  purpofe , l demand,  is  that  terrible 
purcs  in  typis  blowing  of  Be  Hoe s^expr effing  rather  the  crackes  of  Thunder , 


umu-orum  la-  tygn  tfje  fipSttneffe  of  a voyce  f To  what  purpofe  ferves  that 


ccbim  ^ntt " contrattion  ay}d  inflection  of  the  voyce  ? This  man  fings  a 
fum  fuse  vani<  &*fc*  afmall  meant,  another  a treble a fourth  divides  and 
tans  ufurpant.  cuts  affunderJ  as  it  were , cert  nine  middle  notes.  One  while  the 
Vndc  quafi,  voyce  is  ft  rained,  anon  -it  'is  remittedi  new  aga’me  it  is  dafhed , 
i jm"  s & an^  a£amc  ft  r*  **t*r£$  a lewder  found.  Sometimes , 

which  is  a fhame  to  fpeakcfli  ts  enforced  into  an  hrrfes  neigbings ; 
Ecclefia  toe  feme  times,  the  ntafctil'tne  vigor  being  laid  afide , it  is  fharpned 

Organa,  tot  into  the  fl;rilnejfe  of  a womans  voyce  .now  and  then  it  ts  wrethedy 
Cymbal  a ? Ad  and  retorted  with  a certaine  artfficiall  circumvolution . Some- 
nbilis^flc  foT  tmes  thoumayeft  fee  a man  with  an  open  month , not  to  fing  ; 
iuim  flatus  to-  M were  t0  out  his  lafl  gaffe,  by  /hutting  in  htS 

nitrui  potius  breath , and  by  a certaine  ridiculous  interception  of  his  voyce, 
fragore  quam  as  it  were  to  threaten  filencc , and  now  againe  to  imitate  the  a- 


vocis  expri-  g0?Jies  of  a dying  man,  or  the  extafies  of fuch  as  fujfer • In  the 


tem  ? Ad  quid  meave  time  the  whole  body  ts  ftirredup  and  downe  with  certaine 
ilia  vocis  con-  htftnonkal geftures : the  Itps  are  wreathed-, the  eyes  turne  round, 
tractioSc  in-  the  jhoulders  play  ; and  the  bending  of  the  fingers  doth  anfwer 
fraftio  ? Hie  every  note.  And  this  ridiculous  dijfolution  ts  called  religion; 


luccinit,  die  affj  where  thefe  things  are  moft  frequently  doneflt  is  proclaimed 


difcimt,  alter 

fupercinit,  alter  medias  quafdam  notas  dividit  & incidit.  Nunc  vox  ftrin- 
gitur,  nunc  frangitur,  nunc  impingicur,  nunc  diffufiori  fono  dilatatur.  Aliquando, 
quod  pudetdicere,  in  cquinos  hinnitus  cogitur,  aliquando  viriii  vigorfc  dcpofitoin 
faetpinix  vocis  gracilitate  acuitur  : nonnunquam  artificiofa  quadamcircuvolurione 
rorquetur  & retorquetur*  Videas  aliquando  hominem  aperto  ore,  quail  intcrclufo 
hahtuexpirarej  noncantare,acridicuiofa  quadam  vocis  intercept  one,  quafi  mini- 
tari  filentium,  nunc  agones  morientium,  vel  extafim  patientium  imitari.  Interim 
hiflrionicisquibufdam  geftibus  totum  corpus  agitatur  5 torquentur  labia,  rotant 
oculi,ludunt  humeri,  & fingulas  quafquc  notas  digitorum  fiexus  refpondet.  Ec 
h sec  ridiculofa  dififoUitio  vocatur  religio  5 & ubi  h#c  ficquciuius  agitantur,  ibi 
Deus  honorabilms  feeviri  claraatur  ^ibidem, 

abroad 
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abroad  that  God  vs  there  more  honourably  ferved . * In  the 
meane  time  the  common  people  jt  an  ding  by,  trembling  and  aftc- 
nifi;ed,  admire  the  found  of  the  Organs , the  noyfe  of  the  Cym - 
bals  and  mu  ftcall  infir uments,  the  harmony  of  the  Pipes  and 
Cornets : but  yet  loake  upon  the  Ufcivtous  gefticulaitons  of  the 
Smgcrs , the  meretricious  alternations , interchanges , and  in- 
fractions of  the  voyces , not  without  dtrtfion  and  laughter:  fo 
that  a man  may  thinke  that  they  came,  not  to  an  Oratory , or 
houfe  of  prayer,  but  to  a Theater ; not  to  pray , but  to  gaze  a - 
bout  them : neither  is  that  dreadfull  maiefty  feared  before  whom 
they  fiar.d,&c.  Thus  this  Church  fwgtng,  which  the  holy  Fa- 
thers have  ordained  that  the  weake  might  be  fttrred  up  to  piety  t 
is  perverted  to  the  ufe  of  mlawfull  plea  jure,  &c.  Thus  this 
ancient  Englifh  Abbot,  whom  Iohn  Sarejbury  another 
ancient  Englifh  Writer,  about  the  yeere  of  our  Lord 
1 14O.  doth  fccond  inthefe  vvords,in  his  * Firft  Booke, 
CDe  Nugis  Curt  ahum.  cap.  6.  Hie  eft  enim  ufm  Aiuftca  aut 
folus,aut  pr&cipuus*  Phrygius  vero  modus,  & catera  corrup- 
tions lenoctnia  fana  infiituttonis  non  habent  ufum,  fed  pe- 
dant malitiam  abutentis.  Volet  igitur  & ingemefeit  fyecies 
UvAabdis  dtfciplina,  fe  ab  alien 9 vitio  deformari,  & quod  ja- 
des mcritricis  jaSla  eft  ei , qua  vsnles  quoque  ammos  accendere 
eonfueverat  advirtuttm*  ylmatoria  bucolic  ovum  apud  viros 
graves  ejfs,fuer at  cr minis.  Jjunc  vero  laudi  ducitur,  fi  Vi - 
deas  graviores  amatoria,  qua  abtpfis  dicant ur  elegant  ius ,ftnl- 
ticinta,  perfonare.  Igfurn  quocfe  cullum  religionis  incefiat , 
quod  ante  confpeCl  urn  do  mini,  in  ipfis  penetrahbus  fanffuarij, 
lafcivientts  vocis  luxu,  qnadam  oftentathne  jut,  muhtribm 
modis  notularum  ariiculorum cafuris , ftupemes  ammulas 
emolltre  nituntur;  Cum  pracinentmm,  & fnccinentium , cancn - 
tium,&  dscinentium , inter cinentium  & occinentium , pramol- 
les  modulations  audieris,  Syrenarum  concent  us  credos  effe, 
non  homtnum,  er  de  vocum  facilitate  mirabtris,  quibm  'Philo - 
men  a vel  P fit  tac  us,  aut  fi  quid  foncrius  eft,  modos  fuos  neq  ne- 
wt coaquare . Pa  ftquidem  eft  afeendendt , defcendendtq2  faci - 
litas,  ea  feCho  vel  gemtnatio  notularum,  ea  rep  lie at  to  articulo - 
rum}  finguloruw^  confolidatio,  fie  acuta  vel  acutijfima?gravi~ 

O o 'bus 


{ Scans  intere  i 
viilgiis  fonitu 
foliiu,  crepitu 
Cymbalorum , 
harmoniafiftu- 
larum,  tremens 
attonitufqj  mi- 
ratur:  fed  lafci- 
vas  cantantiufn 
gefticulationes 
mcretricias  vo- 
cum alternati- 
on es  Ik  infra- 
diones  non  fi- 
ne cachinno 
rifitqj  intuetur; 
ut  cos  non  ad 
oratoriu  fed  ad 
theatru,  nee  ad 
orandu  fed  ad 
fpedsndu 
ines  covenilfe  : 
nec  iimetur  il- 
ia tremeda  mi- 
ieftascui  afli- 
ftitur,  &c«  Sic 
quod  fandi. 
Patres  inftitu- 
erilt  ut  infirmi 

excitarentur  ad 
affedum  pieta- 
tis,in  11  film  af- 
fumitur  illici- 
tae voluptatis, 

& c.  Ibidem. 

* Bibl.Patrurn, 
Tdm.i  j.pag, 
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bus  dr  fubgravtbus  temper  ant  Hr,  tit  aurtbtu  fui  iudicij  fere 
fubtrahatur  Auloritas  dr  animus  quem  tanta  fuavitaJis  dc- 
*SctPau!iiVan.  mulftt gratia^nditorttmmertta  examinarettonfifjicit,  * (flwn 
Seimo.  7^  lex.  ^£C  qutdem  modum  excejferunt,  lamb  o r u rn  pruriginem,  qtiam 
ftru^onu^Vi  devotion  cm  mentis,  poterunt  cuius  ex  at  are.  Si  vero  modera- 
tiorum.pars  i . Uonts  formula  limit ar.tar,  antmnm  a curis  redimunt,  extermi- 
cap,  xo.accor-  nant  temp  or  alium  folic  it  udine  m,  dr  quadam  participations  U- 
^iagfy  ♦ titidy  dr  quietis,  & am:ca  exaltations  in  Deum,  msntes  huma - 

auchteeum  tsas  trauciunt  adfoctetatemanqelorum.  Sed  unde  hanc  mo- 
choro 6e  Or-  dir  attorns firmulam  tones  f * Exultabunt,  tnq:ut,cHmcantave- 
gano  & chor-  r0  tib'h  labia  mea . Si  ergo  ex  abandantia  cor  da  os  tmm  lau- 
disjait  Pfalmi-  dem  Domini  moduleturyfi  ffuritu  pjallis  & mcnte , pfaUis  de- 
ftirnon  xritin-  nt(^  fapientcry  etiam  citra  articulate  vocis  intelligent  tarn,  re- 
cendosacde-  ^lflf9fam  rnodeflU  regal  Am  teneSy  & non  tAm  vocis , quam 
linicndos  ani-  *******  iubtloaures  mulces  altiffimiy  dr  indignationcm  etas  pro- 
mos accommo  dcnter  avertis • Qai  autem  vobptatis  Ant  vanitatis  affetius 
datis  divinos  exprimit } qui  vocis  grattam  profiuuit  concupificntijs  /«/>,  qui 

canruscorrmit-  le^ociniorum  cltentuUm  muficam  facit , tgnorat  qutdem  canti- 
ad  none  ns  uc  cum  c^Qmint*  wodis  Babilonijs  feftivus  in  terra  aliena.  f$ni 
excarne  noftra  "efiio  quo  pallo  plus  placeant , r.tfi quia 
tympanu  effici-  Nttimur  in  vet  it  am  Semper  ycapimufq3  negata. 

amus  ,(ic  nem-  aqua  ftsrtivd  dalcioreSy  & pants  abfconditus  fmvior  eft,  Et 
p-’x^oftcri”1?  Bbrygtm  modus,  decreto  Phtlofopborptm , ah  aula  Cjr£- 

fedas  moru:n  cu  la™\ridem  m'tjfus  eft,  $ cstteri  qutbus  dsfcenfus  fit  in  lafci - 
hibeat,  verimi  viam  dr  corruption,  m .Thus  far  Lhn  S are  floury.  Oar  learned 
tertenis  mem-  Country-marPT^aw^  Beaconfm  his  authorised  Reltques  of 
bris  mortua  & rRorne»cap.^y  38.  Of  rPlain-fongy  Pricks fingy  Defiant,  and 
chord  autem^r  $l*g™g  *»  the  Churchy  Writes  thus  : That  u pope  Vitalian 

coacordiam  Eccleuas  conccntu  poftulat : Per  chordas  item  fcnfws  noftros  inteliigif, 
quorum  opera  linguse  plcctrti  pulfatur.  Deniqj  Orginu  quivis  noftru  eft/umDco 
mores  fuos  ac  vitain  prohat  atqj  hominu  commodis  aptus  eft.  ifiodor.  Telufiota-Epifl. 
1.  i.TLpijl.  1 6^.Bibl,PatrU.Tom.$  pars  t Printed  at  London  by  John  ©^,156^. 

Cum  Privilegio  Regi.-e  Majeftatis  per  feptenninm.  tt  See  lohn  Bales  Declaration  of 
'Bonners Articles<Artic.i8,foI.d3.64.-.ccQrdinply.  PlatinayBcU,  & Barnes  in  his  life. 
Volateramu  in  his  Cronicle,  & Polydor  Virgil  De  Inventor.Reriim.  l46  c.a.  SeeTh^- 
tnas  Walden fis tT om.i  .Tit  i.c.i  849,20/01440^0  4 f.  of  dnging  in  Churchesj  what 
it  ought  to  be, and  how  it  came  in,  Claudius  £^7C<ew,Digrefllonum.  in  T im.  iib.  r . 
cap.  10,  pag.ai  ^.119.  svalafndue  Stra^De  Rebus  Ecckhafticis.  lib.c.JJ*  BibUPa- 
irwm.Tom^.pars  i»  p ^961-961* 
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bcMg  a Jufy  Singer,  and  frtfh  courdgtoui  tMtipcian  himfelfe , 

was  the firfi  that  brought  Prick- fang,  'Defiant,  and  all  kinds 

of pleafant  meUdy  into  the  (fhurch ; tn  the  yctYe  653.  tAnd 

becaufe  Koth'mgfhould  want  to  delight  the  vaine  foolifn  and 

idle  earesoffmdfantafticall  men,  he  toyned  the  Or  gam  to  the 

curious  APupcke.  Thus  was  Pauls  preaching,  and  Peters 

fraying,  turned  mto  value paging,  and  childtjh  flaying,  unto 

the  great  Ioffe  of  time,  an  dun  to  the  utter  mdootng  of  ffhrtflian 

mens  foules , which  live  no t by  paging  and  piping,  but  by  every 

Word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God , FTancifcus 

Petrarcha*  in  his  * Booke , De  Remedies  utritifque  For-  * Lib.i.Dialo- 

tunae  (faith  he)  declaretb : that  S.  Athanafius  did  utterly  ZUS11-  See 

forbid  fwoMff  to  bo  ufed  in  the  Church  at  Service  time . becaufe  milc^moxc  a‘ 
t s ,,,  / rr  • rift  J gsinit  wanton, 

he  would  put  away  all  itgbtneffe  and  vanity,  which  by  the  red  e{Teminnre3a- 

fon  of pnging  doth  oftentimes  art fe  in  the  mindes,  both  of  the  morcusmu- 

Singers  and  of  the  Hearers . S.  Hierom,  reproved  not  ondy  fcke  ibid.  Sc  in 

the  lewde  fafhien  of  the  paging  men  in  his  time,  but  alfo  their 

manner  ofpnomg : when  norwithftandtng  if  the  paging  ufed  in  ^ 1 

his  time  were  compared  with  tiat  m'm fed  tnupeke  which  new  diugiy.^  ° 

bear eth  chiefs  rule  in  Churches,  it  might  fame  very  grave , 

mode  ft,  and  tolerable ; and  ours  fo  light,  vaine,  maddetfj?jd, 

foolijh  andfantafttcail , that  Hick  (corner  himfelfe  could  not 

devtfe  a more  wanton  paftime,  Then  he  recites  fonsepaffages 

out  of  y Hierom,  z Cyprian,  2 Ambrofe,  b AugufKne,  UnEpiftoIaad 

•Gregorv,  d Chryfofiome  and  c Iuftinian,  againft 

cun  jus  Frtckrjong,  and  melodious  Jmgtng  m Churches,  tn  DormmC1 

which  plaint pnging  only, which  every  man  may  under fiand,and  aLib.de  Cam  & 

which  is  in  a manner  nothing  elfe  but  plaint  reading,  ought  to  Mel- 

be  ufed.  And  then  hce  concludes  the  Chapter  with  thebe  b De Catechif. 

Authorities,  f Gulielmus  Dnrandus  faith,  that  the  ufe  ^/^Confeffionu 

pnging  was  ordained  for  carnall  and  ftcfhly  men,  and  not  for  lib.io.cap.3  3. 

PfirituaR  and  godly  minded  men*  S Polidorus  Vergilius  « InResiftro. 

writeth  on  this  manner.  How  greatly  that  ordinance  of  finging  pars  *.  c.44.  & 

brought  into  the  Church  by  Pope  Damafus  and  * S*Ambrofe  McraLhb.xa. 

d Horn. 44  de  loan.  & Pauli  Lefto.  « In  Conftitut.  Authent.  u;,  f Ratio- 
nal, Divin.  Ofiic.  S De  Inventor,  Rerum,  lib.6.  cap, i,  * See  Queenc  ZltTtf- 
fc^sInmnftions.InmnftiQn  49.  accordingly. 
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* Vndc  co  ven-  began  even  in  tbofedtyes  to  be  profitable , S.  Auften  declaret b 
vulu'^olni'f  evidently  in  the  Booke  of  his  Confeflions:  where  he  asketh 
fere  di  vim  cul-  forgbvsneffe  of  God  becaufe  he  had  given  more  heed,  and  better 
tus ratio  in  illis  eare  to  the  pngtng,  then  to  the  weighty  matter  of  the  holy 
camoribus  (it a Words.  But  new  adayesj  faith  PoIydor;  tt  appearetb  evident- 
> ly,  that  it  is  much  left  pro  fit  able  for  cur  Common-wealth , fee- 
populi  inaudi-  tn&  0Hr  S*r,geYS  makc  fHCh  a chatter ingchar me  m the  Temples  t 
at  in  facias  x-  that  not  hinge  s' n be  heard  but  the  voyce  : and  they  that  are 
des  vdut  in  the-  prefent  ( they  aye  prefent  fo  many  at  are  in  the  City ) being  con - 
atru  concurric,  tent  with  fuch  a noyfe  as  delights  their  eares , care  nothing  at 
£°n~  all for  the  vertue , pith,  or  flrength  of  the  words  : * fo  that  now 


cospr^etiocon 

ve t^eoTdem c • ft  i*  come  to  this  point y that  with  the  common  fort  of  people  all 
folos  domui  x>  the  worshipping  of  Cjodfeemeth  to  be  fet  m thefe  fingflers.al- 
Dei  ornameto  though  there  is  generally  no  kjnde  of  people  more  light  nor  more 
&C  7ei  the  greater  part  of  the  people  for  to  heare 

i DeVarhtate  themyboing3  bleating  and yelhng^fiocke  into  the  Churches  as 
Scientiiru  c.17.  int0  a c°Vomon  Game * place . T hey  hire  them  with  money , they 
*Hcdie  veto  in  cheriflo  and  feed  them  • yea3  to  bsfhert,  thsy  thmke  them  alone 
Ecclcfijs  tanta  tabs  the  precious  lewels  and  Ornaments  9f  Gods  houfe,  yfc* 
tiiiificsjicenda  therefore  without  doubt  3 it  were  better  for  Religion  to  cafi  out 
ai  Mihx  ipfius  °f  the  Churches  fpich  chattering  and  tangling  I ayes , or  elfe  fo 
canone  obi  car-  to  appoint  them , that  when  they  png , they  fhould  rather  re - 
nx  cpxcj;  can-  hear fe  the  fongs  after  the  manner  of  fuch  as  reade,  then  follow 
tittnculx,  inte-  tb*  fafhion  of  chattering  Charmers  : which  thing  S.  Auften 
piKsV^esTa-  his  forefaid Booke  doth  witneffe,  that  S.  Athanafius  Bif;cp 
beant,ipfaqjdi-  ^/Alexandria,  did  in  his  Thocejfe,  and  he  commendeth  km 
vinioffieia/a-  greatly  for  it . 1 Cornelius  Agrippa  wrtteth  of  finging  in 
cr£& orationu  (fhurches  in  this  manner,  Athanafius  did  forbid  pnging  in 
prices  condu-  ^ churches  becanfe  of  the  vanity  thereof : but  Ambrofe  as 
lafeivis  muficis  °*e  more  dejirous  of  Ceremonies  tnd  pompe , ordained  the  ufe 
«5ad  audientiu  of  fingmg  and  making  melody  in  fburcbes. Auften  as  a man  in* 
intelligentiam*  different  betwixt  both , in  his  Booke  De  Confeftiombusgran- 
non  ad  fpititus  tet(j  that  by  this  meanes  he  was  tn  a great  perplexity  and  doubt 
ad  fornicariam  corjcerning  {hu  matter . * But  now  a-dayes  Mu  ft  eke  tsgrowne 

prunginejno  humanis  vocibus/ed  belluinis  ftrcpitibus,catillant,du  hinniant  difea- 
tupuerijmugiunt  alij  tenore^ali)  latrant  contra  punctu,  alij  boant  altu,  alij  frendet 
baffam3faciuntqj  utfonoru  quide  plurimu  audiatur,verboru  3c  orationis  intelliga- 
Cwr  mhil/ed  aunbuspariter  & ammo  rndicij  fubtrahitur  authoiitas*  Ibidem ♦ 

to 
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to  fitch  and  ft  great  licentioufncffe,  that  even  at  the  mini  ft?  mm 
of  the  holy  Sacrament,  all  kinde  of  wanton  and  lewde  trifling 
Songs,  with  piping  of  Organs  have  thetr  place  and  courfe . 

As  for  the  ^Divine  Service  and  Common  prayer,  it  is  fo  chann- 
ted  and  winded,  and  mangled,  of  our  coftly  hired , cur  tom,  and 
nice  Adapt  tins  (not  to  tnftrttU  ihe  audience  with  alienor  to  ftrrre 
up  ihe  ns  minds  unto  devotion,  but  with  a whonflo  harmony  to 
tickle  their  cares : ) that  it  may  iuflly  feeme , not  to  be  a noyfe 
made  of  men,  but  rather  a bleating  of  bruit  e beafls ; whiles  the 
Coriflers  ney  defcant  as  it  were  a fort  of  Colts ; others  bellowe 
a tenour,  as  tt  were  a company  of  Oxen:  others  burke  a court . 
ter- point,  as  it  were  a * kgnnell  of  Dogs : others  ron  out  a tre - * Wahlenfes 
ble  like  a fort  of  Buis : others  grunt  out  a baje  as  it  were  a cantum  Eccle- 
numberef  Hogs ; fo  that  a fouls  evill favoured  noyfe  is  made,  fi?.flicum&ho- 
but  as  for  the  words  and  fentences,  and  the  very  matter  it  f elf e CDicunt 

is  nothing  underfunded  at  all ; but  the  authority  and  power  of  c^e  iatratn3 
iudgement  is  taken  away,  both  from  the  minde  and  fiom  the  canum.  Iteip 
cures  utterly.  i Erafmus  RoterodamilS  expreffeih  his  minde  *dificiaaltariu 
concerning  the  curious  manner  of  Jin  gin gu fed  in  Churches , on  & Organorasn 
this  wife , and  faith,  why  doth  the  Church  doubt  to  follow  fo  id- 

worthy  a?t  Author  (Paul?)  yea,  how  dare  it  be  bold  to  dijfcnt  bwsWaldenfesin* 
fom  him.  VPhat  other  thing  is  heard  in  {JWcnafleries , in  Col - fSlifunt.-  Bib!. 
ledges,  m Temples  almofl  generally,  then  a confuftd  noyfe  of  Pat  rum.  Torn. 
veyccs  f But  in  the  time  of  Paul,  there  was  no  finging  but  fay - 1 3 • Pao*3  4°* 
ing  onely.  Singing  was  with  great  difficulty  received  of  them  ^J^q,  -m 
of  the  Utter  time  ; and  yet  fuch  flngtng  as  was  none  other  thing , j Connth* 
then  a diflint}  and plaine  pronunciation,  even  fuch  as  we  have  cap.  14. 
yet  among  us,  when  we  found  the  Lords  prayer  in  the  holy  Ca- 
non, and  the  tongue  wherein  thofe  things  were  fungy  the  com- 
mon people  did  then  under ft  and,  and  anfwered.  Amen.  But 
now,  what  other  thing  doth  the  common  people  hears  than  voy  - 
ces  Jignifying  nothing  t And  fuch  for  the  mrf  part  is  the  pren 
nunc  tat  ton,  that  not  jo  much  as  the  words  or  voyces  are  heard : 
onely  the  found  beateth  the  eares . Thus  farre  this  worthy 
ancient  English  Pro  fe  (Tor,  Thomas  Bcacony  and  his  aliea- 
ged  Authors : to  which  I fhall  adde  that  notable  paflage 
to  the  like  purpofe5  in  the  k fecond  part  of  the  Homely  of\  1 $ 1.  > 
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the  'Tlace  and  time  cf  ^Prayer.  Finally  Gods  vengeance  hath 
btene  and  is  d uly  prevckfd,  becatift  much  wicked  people  pjffe 
nothing  to rcfort  to  the  Church}  either  j or  that  thy  are  fo 

* Pope  jpat  ho  fore  blinded,  that  tbiy  under  ft  and  nothing  of  God  or  god/ivetfe, 

lJlf  ^ or  elf:  for  that  they  fee  the  Church  altogether  feettred  of  ak 

fin^in  ri&^Or  fa'°  £r:z,rftZ  A&hu  & their  pkantafie  was  greatly  delighted 
gan-piuyin7in  -Wthcfrc.  which  feerrses  an  mfvoury  thing  to  their  unfavoury 
to  the  Church  tafie,as  mrty  apprare  by  this,  that  a woman  faid  to  her  neigh- 
of  England,  in  hour.  ^AUt  Cojfip,  what  /haSrvc  now  doe  at  Church,  fine e ad 
the  yeere  of  tfJC  ^Amts  ^re  taken  away  ; face  all  the  vcodty  firbts  w:  were 
Se  c ubn  Ea’c  ™0nt  t0^Aver  Are  £QV,e  > rr:Ce  cannot  heart  the  like  psptng% 
his  Declacatio  Alrtfal>  chamtwg , and  playing  on  the  Organs  (*  brought 
ofztemArn-  fir  ft  into  England  by  Pope  ^ gat  ho,  about  the  yeere 
clcs^  Artie.  18.  6jg>)  that  we  con'd  before.  Hm  ( dearely  beloved  ) we 
ought  greatly  to  nioyce,^  give  God  thanks  s that  our  Churches 
gloru*  l#<t  c.i*  are  delivered  out  of  all  thef  things  which  df  leafed  God  [& 
& Gratian  Di-  fae.  and  filthily  defiled  hit  holy  Ilonfc  and  his  place  of  Vrayert 
& initio  1 $>,  a c-jor  the  which  he  hath  itsfliy  defrayed  many  Nations,  &c.  Effe- 
cordmgly.  minate  wanton  accurate  muficke  then,by  the  verduft  of 
thefefevera’l  Authors  and  of  our  owne  Homelies,  is 
Tom. 4.  p.740.  altogether  atjpeajing  unto  God , corrupts  hts  wcrjhtp,  and pit  hi - 

* Sunus. Tom,  ly  defiles  his  h oly  iloHfe,&c,  therefore  it  muff  needs  bee 

4.  pag.962,.  c vin.  Whereupon  Synodut  Carnot enfis,An*i  5 2 6,  1 Concilt- 
m um  ge)jn.2cnfe.  1^28.  Can.  1 7,  Concilium  Burdigcnfe.  1582. 

hnthiiufic iVnL  C°nc^*Hm  rP\hemenfe,  I 5 8 3 . Concilium  Bitwienfe.  1584. 
tus  diftincli,  & j4fu‘d  Bocbeilum.  I Dccret . Ecclefid . CjalJib.i.  Tst.y.cap.2 3 • 
difcrcti3movc-  24.26.27.28.30.  and  the  Counccllof  'Trent  it  lelfr,  Sejfio. 
tescoradde-  2'2.  Decretum,  De  cbjervandts  & ev:tandit  tn  cclebrattsne 
pndioneTq;,  OK//*;  decreed,  m that  all  imptere,lafctvioits , amorous,  fe- 

porro  in  Ecclcfijs  pfsetextii  mufici  cantus,  con  funt  audienda?  publics  cantilenas  ac 
fafciv&.Neq;  enim in  traigxdforu  mo<lii(inquit  Hiennimitofe utrur  & fauces  rr.edica- 
minefunt  lenicndaejnc^dii  blada  vox  qii3eritur,congrua  vita  negligatur.Na  ut  can- 
ter minifter  Dcum  moribus  fhmulat,  cu  populu  vocibus  deledatr  ita  lafeiuus  ani- 
ii .■  u s . d u 1 afei v i or ib u s delechtur  modiSjeos  laepeaudiensemollitur&fransitur  Curet 
ergo  b.icerdotes  Sc  Ciericific  fuos  cantus  inftituere,ut  modefta  noneftaqj  pfallendi 
gravitvTtejplacidaq;  & grata  moduIatione3fic  audienti.il a 11  res  delineat,ut  provocent 
cxcitentq;  ad  devotionejCcmpunfticAiequcjnen  ad  lafcivia3cordifue  aut  animitiriU 
lati or. c .Nsluinus  it.aq;,qucd  Grganicis  inftrumentis  refonet  in  Ecdefiajimpudica 
aut  la^iva  melodia/ed  fonus  omnino  dulcisj  qui  nihil  prater  Hymnos  divinos,  & 
Cantica  fpiritualu  xtpixknizi^oncilSmmfe  calar 
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cniar  Songs  and*  Alufickeffauearingcf  levity  and folly , fleotsld  * Organorum 

be  excluded  the  Church,  becanfe  they  did  effeminate  the  la  fa-  meiodiainTc- 

VtOHi  taindes  $j  the  people,  and  provoke  them  ante  lufi  ; not  pjis  h\c  adhibe- 

excite  or  fine  them  up  to  devotion  and  compunction,  as  all  vff  lafci- 

fhurch  diufickefff  which fhouldbe grave>and [erious)ought  ^u.im^cvotio- 

to  dee.  ]f  therefore  we  give  any  credit  to  thefe  recited  nc  exciter,  &c. 

Authorities;  to  O forms,  De  Regum  Irfitutione,  lib.^.foL  Concil.Cdonmfe . 

X20  .to  11 0.  who  largely  declaimes  again/}  amorous  de-  ^nno  1 5 3 

Ucietts  Son  vs  and  tJTMuficks,  as  fo  many  snehamtino  Syrens ; ff\s  1‘  ffP*1  ? • 

, , . * • I , V rr  ■ . *.  , b.  * Sec  Condi. 

which  dr  aw  men  on  to  tdleneffe,  effeminacy, luxury, ah  da  kirn  of  Conftant.  6. 

tv  an  ton  dtffolmeneffe , to  the  corruption  of  their  manners,  of  their  Canon.  7 5* 

mtndcl , and  the  perdition  of  their  forties  : Or  to  fundry 

* other  Chriliian  Authors  which  I fpare  to  mention,  * See  Pauli 

i n their  Expofittons  and  Comment  arks  on  the  7.  Cowman-  Wan.Scrmo.7, 

dement  : on  Efety  5.11.12.  & 24.  p.  tXrncs  6.  I . to  8.  lob  A&ge- 

2 1 .1 2 . 1 $ . Exod. 3 2. 1 8 . 1 9.  the  Bookc 0} *Tfa!mes  • my  Camu?4 

Major  mult  be  granted.  But  I pafTe  from  thefe  to  Pa-  n D tQgim,  See 

gans.  It  is  ftoried  of  the  n ancient  t^/Egyptians  • that  they  Bibl.  Hift.  1.  j. 

condemned  sJWuficke,  not  one ly  as  unprofitable,  but  as  noxious  Volydor 

too  becaufe  they  were  per  fivaded,  it  would  enervate  the  vicor 
r . 1 r,  r i • a /•  j r , veflc.ieium.li, 

of  mens  mtndes : which  cauftdt  hem  to  enact  a kinde  cf  law,  c.jp.  Agrhpa 

that  thetr  Children  fhould  for  this  caufe  learn e no  tJMuficke,  Dc  Vann!  Sci~ 
Not  to  record  the  lingular  opinion  c £ 0 Epboms ; who  ent.c.17.  -Alex- 
nrites  ; that  tJW  nfi eke  was  invented  onely  to  deceive  men;  ffder  ab  Alex. 
It  is  regillred  of  P Alcibiades,  that  he  reieEled  de/icictei  Ada- 
fickc  as  unmrthy  any  ingenuous  perfon : Of  A teas,  aScy - t)um> 
tbian  King;  that  when  he  heard Ifmenia  an  accurate  lMu-  46.47 .Celiws- 
feian , playing  with  great  applaufe  and  admiration  cf  others ; Rhodig.Antiq, 
he  reply  ed,  that  the  neighing  of  an  Horfe  was  much  more  plea-  h^*1  - 

png  and  delightful l to  him':  And  of  r 'Diogenes  Cinnicus,  j 
that  he  neglected  Muficke  as  an  unprofitable,  needle ffe,ufeUffe  Jtbrnli't  Di\>- 
thing.  But  thefe  perchance  are  over-rigorous,  and  leffe  noi.l.14.  c.u, 
proper  for  our  prefent  purpofe ; I therefore  palTe  to  -*s?ip.T> c-Van. 

Scicnt.  enp  17. 

Po’ydor  Kirgi/.De  Invent.!. i.c.  14. Alexander  Ao  Alcx.l.2.c.i?.  P Pfotarcbi  Aabiadcs. 
Alexander  ab  Alex.  1. 2.. c.  15X103^.  s Vlutarchi  Apotho^.  Tom.i.mor.  pr’p.wy.  • 
Caliiu  Rhodi^.Antiqu.Led.lib.9.  enn.x.  C ler\e,  de  Aulico.  lib,  x.  St  2.  vich  Jbidcrh,  . 
V Piog.Lscn.  lib,6.  pag.3  5 j. 
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f Plu: srchi  Lt-  more  punflualL wnn  fits.  It  is  ftoried  of  the  { Lacede - 
conica  Inftitu-  fhat  the  ugh  they  approved  of  plains,  of  grave  and 

**41  Mode  ft ; yet  they  utterly  exploded  all  effeminate , light,  new- 
u Oe  Republica  fugled  harmonies ; for  the  prafttfs  of  which  Ter  pander  and 
Di.iL.  5 . p.  59 1.  Timotheus,  were  fined  and  conjured  by  their  Ephon  c Poli - 
jq7.  Tegnm  huts  a grave  Hi  dorian ; condemns  all  amorous  Jafcivions 
8o  v So^  ' 0°*  ^armo?ilssi  together  with  the  ufe  of  muficke  for  effeminate  or 
% pjjit  j s,z.6  voluptuous  ends.  u Plato,  though  he  approves  of  Mufiche , 
p.  ^ 17.&  c. 7„o,  )et  he  exiles  all  too Je  unmanly,  voluptuous  wanton  Lydian  or 
f 3 M$4>  53^.  lonicke  Harmonies  and  Muf cions ; to  0 ether  with  all  rnuficall 

y Inilrumenri  ~ " 


Salufl.  De 

Bello  Cat.pag  a.  om  living ; with  whom 
lufiin.Hifi.i  l o,  upon  the  felfe- fame  grounds. 


idlensffe  and  voluptt 
Artfiotlc  and  Socrates  concurre 
y Salufl  and  lufim,  have  both’ 


long  fince  condemned  lafeiviom  tJMufickc  and  Dancing , as 
the  tnflruments  of  luxury . z Ovid  and  a Athenians,  two 


pag.  xU- 
% Euervant  a 
liimos  cytha- 

rsBjcantufque  great '‘'Patriots  of  Muficke , have  notwithflanding  cenfured 
Lyrasque,  Et  effeminate  accurate  Songs  and  Harmonies , as  emafculating 
vex,  & nume-  the  virility , and  unbending  the  finewes  of  mens  mtndesj  making 
them  of  Courteous,  effeminate  ; of  temperate,  intemperate;  of 
Kcmcdio  A mom  v chanty  unmanly  per  fans  : whence  they  advife  men  to  aban- 
lib.  1.  don  them.h  when  the  Lydians  had  revolted  firm  Cyrus,  and 

a Pro  human i-  taken  up  Armes  again/}  him , King  Crclus  advifed  him  this 
race,  mollicie  > 
pro  teperantia, 


courfis , to  ke 


eepe  them  tn  fubteftton  for  future  times:  viz.  To 
mtem  per  ant  iT  fr0^n  them  the  ufe  of  A rmes ; to  caufe  them  ’ to  frame  up 
animieji  • difl’p-  l^?ir  Chfidrcn  to  effeminate  Songs  and  Muficke  : and  then , 
lutioncm  ope-  O King,  faith  he,  their  men  will  foone  degenerate  into  women, 
rantur  fo  that  thou  needefi  not  then  to  fear  e any  rebellion;  which  fell 

Vcirf.'l°n  out  accordingly.  For  when  as  Cyrus  had  conquered  them,  he 
1 $&x  {‘  ad"  * VHt  ™t0  execution  ; c by  meanes  of  which,  this 

Top,  Antioch': a , mdufirtous  mighty  warlike  Nation , became  effeminate  and 
&s.  riotous , and  fo  quite  degenerated  from  their  former  valour. 

b Herodoti. 

Clio/eCt.zS.p.^^  Juftin.Hift-.l.i.p.io.ii,  « Et  lie  gens  induftria  quondam  potens, 
& manu  ftrenua,  effjeminata  mollitie  luxuriaque  virtutem  priftinam  perdidit.  Et 
quos  ante  Cyrum  invidos  bella  prxftiterantj  in  luxuri.im  lapfos>  otiuna  ac  defidia 
iuperav’it.  Ivpn.  ibidem^ 

- By 
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By  which  experimental!  example,  and  thefore-al- 
leadged  tefti monies, it  is  moft  apparent;  that  effemi- 
nate accurate  luft-provoking  Muficke,  (efpecially  in 
pubhke  meetings,  feafls  and  Enterludes , where  other  con* 
current  circumftances  confederate  with  it,  to  poaft  men 
on  to  linfull  adions  ; in  which  cafes  the  d Scriptures  moft  d Ifay  5.11. 12 , 
cordenwe  it:)  muft  undoubtedly  bee  utterly  uniawfull  lob  21.12,15, 
unto  Chriftians,  in  regard  of  the  fore-named  lewde  6,1 
effeds  which  iflue  from  it : and  fo  by  confequence  muft  ^7^$ *iam ' 
Playesbetoo,  which  are  either  compounded  ofit,  or  4,9*1  o.c 
attended  with  it.  * Thef.  j.  22. 

For  the  Minor,  that  Stage-playes  (which  have  all  Vbifuntlaeta 
other  mefcating  luft-inflaming  follicitations  accompa-  r°n/Ilvia 
nymg  them,  that  either  human  pravity,  or  Satans  pol-  c|unt  vocem  ? 
licy  can  invent)  are  attended  with  fuch  lafeivious  amo-  prsefens  enim 
rous  Muficke,  which  is  apt  to  c captivate  mens  ebafttty,  and  praebet  volup- 
foment  their  lulls ; it  is  more  then  evident;  not  oneiy  ^ate  per  feeon- 
by  moderne  experience,  (our  Play-houfes  refounding  ^ortalibus1^- 
alwayes  with  fuch  voluptuous  Melody;)  but  likewise  Medea. 
by  the  fuftrage  of  fundry  Pagan  and  Chriftian  Authors,  j>ag  274. 
both  ancient  and  moderne.  Witnefle  Plato,  he  gum  Dt-  ®Mufica  incor- 
alogus  3.  pag.  822.  Ariftotle  'Politic.  l.Z,  c.j.  p.  532.  5331  Porcam  amma 
Livy,  Rom^Htft.  Itb.j.fett.  2.  ‘Polybius  Ht ft.  ub^.p,  340.  & folo 

Dumyfius  HaHicarnaf.  Antiqu.RomJ.yJett.g.  Ovid,He  Re-  audmiad  quod 
medio  A mores  Jtb,i.&  f Faftorum.  hb .3  4.  5.  Horace , He  vult  deduct  : 
tArte  ‘ Tcettca.hb.p . S 3O2.3O3  * Athenaus  Hipnojopb.  1. 14.  TJl1  tenere  non 
c.3 ,5 . Tacitus  AnnalJ.  1 c\.Jett.  3 « Suetomj  Caligula, Jett,  5 4.  Pr3Sva^et  vcjbo 
& Nero . Jett.  20.21.  23.25.32.  Plutarchus  T>e  Mujicd.  clamat^ncorc 
Aiacrobim Sattirnaliumu.2,c.'].&  14.  Teriullian,  He  Ioquitur,&  per 
Spettacttlis.lib.  Arnobtus  aduerfus  Gentes.  lib .4.  & 7.  Ba[il  infenfibilium 
Hexaemer.  Horn.  4.  Naz.ienz.cn  ad  Selucum,  pag.  lQ6z.  °bfequm  prs- 
Clemens  A lexand.  Ptdag.  U.  c.4.  & l. 3 . c.  1 1 . •*  Cbryf.fi. 

natum.CafTiodorus  Variaruda.c^o.  t Cantabat  fanis,cantabat  tibia  ludis.  Ibidem . 
S Tibia  non,ut  nunc,aurichalco  vinfta  tubasqj^naui a, fed  tenuis  fimplex  foramine 
pauco  Adfpirare  & adefle  choris  eratutilis,atq;,Nondufpiffanimiscomplere  fedi- 
- flatu,&c.t;idjftid.h  Cufta  enim  qure  ibi  Hunt  turpiflima  funt;verba,voces,catus3 

modulationes, tibiae, omnia  (inquam)  turpi  iafcivia  plena  funt.  Ibidem* 
Tom,z,CoL%99.V, 
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Hornet  & 89.  in  Matth.  Horn.  1 5:2 1.22.23.  ^ Pflp. 
Antioch.  Attguftine3De  Mufica.l.i  ,c.2,  *0  8.  Hierom , Ow- 
menuin  pphef, l.^.c, 2.  Tom.6. p.  18 8.  >4.  Ifiodor . Hi/palenfis 
Qrigimm . /.  1 8.  c.47 . Damafcen3ParalelIorum.  U 3.  47. 

with  fundry  other  Fathers  and  Couneels  quoted  in  the 
precedent  Scene.  Alexander  ah  Alexandro . I,i.c.i  5.  yT/<a- 
e*r  Brijfonius  de  SpeUaculis.  Stephen  Gojfon,  hie  Schoole 
vf  Ahnfies3and  Playes  confuted,  A Elion  2.  Godwins  Roman 
Anti£jtiittes,Booke  2.fefl.%.  cbap.i  j.  p.  I08.109.  Bodinus , 
Dtf  Republic a.  1.  d.  c.  3.  Agrippa , HDe  Vamtate  Sctentiarum . 

1 7.  d*  20.  and  above  all,  C\e/*r  Bulengerus,’De  Thea- 


* Se  Scene  9.  tro.ltb.i.  cap.  1.  to  47.  All  which,  with  * infinite  others, 
before.  largely  ratifie  the  truth  of  this  AfTumption  •-  that  Playes 

a In  fpeAaculis  are  alwayes  accompanied  with  moft 1 effeminatetamorous, 

ubi arurn  con-  ^fimfrovoktfig  Muficke , depraves  mens  mindes  and 

cemus  mere-  winners  : therefore  both  it  and  the  Conclufion  reful- 
iriciseqj  canti-  ting  from  it,  muft  be  granted, 
ones  audienti- 

um  animis  infidentes, nihil  aliud  afferimt,qudni  ur  omnibus  turpiter  & obfeasne 
ie  gerere  perfuadeant,  citharjedorum.  fcilicet,  aut  tibicinum  pulfus  imitantes.  Bajil. 
Bixam*  Uem^.  & Vamfccn.P  aval. lib ,3 « cap.  ^7 . 


ACTVS  5^  SCENA  VWDEC1MA. 

THe  laft  unlawfull  Concomitant  of  Stage-playes,  is, 
profufe  lafcivicus  laughter,  accompanied  with  an 
immoderate  applaufe  of  thofe  fcurrilous  Playes  and 
Adors, which  Chriftians  ihould  rather  abominate, then 


Argument  admire.  From  whence  this  26.  Argument  againft  Stage- 
116.  playes,  may  be  framed. 

* Repraehenfi-  That  which  is  alwaies  accompanied  with  k profitifie 

bilis  rifus  eft,fi 

immodicuSjfi  pucriliter  eflFufus,fi  muliebriter’fradus.Odibilemquoqshomine  facit 
rifus,aut  fuperbus, aut  dams, aut  malignus  & furtivus,  aut  alienis  malis  evocatus. 
MftrtktMfyifC’VHmwfih  Ve  4*P  i.p.i^.A. 
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lafcivious  laughter,  with  immoderate  (infill!  ap- 
plaufes  of  Piayes  and  infamous  A&ors,  which 
Chriftians  fhould  abhorre,  muft  certaineiy  be  un- 
lawful! unto  Chriftians. 

But  Stage-playes  are  alvvayes  accompanied  with 
fuch  laughter  and  applaufcs. 

Therefore  they  muff  certaineiy  *bee  unlawful!  unto 
Chriftians. 

The  Major  I fhall  evidence,  by  proving  fuch  laugh- 
ter, fuch  applaufes  to  be  fin  full.  That  profufe  lafcivi- 
ous  laughter,  efpecially  fuch  as  is  occasioned  by  Stage-  * Oportet  mt& 
piayes,  is  evill,  it  is  moft  apparant.  Firft,  in  regard  o f ipfUm  quoquc 
theoriginali  efficient  caufe  of  it,  which  is  commonly  feme  fubrifu  docert 
* obfcenefiafcivicus,  finfull  pafidge,  geftfire,  fpeech , or  iefi , ^ c^iligari : 3c 
( the 1 common  obieftl  of  mens  hellijh  mirth ) which  (haul A ra • ^ tu  ^ibus  ^ 
ther  provoke  the  Aiders,  the  Spectators  to  penitent  fobs,  then  fuerit,  crubef- 
wanton  fmiles ; to  brinijh  teares,  then  carnall  folace , which  cere  potius  vi- 
fuite  not  with  fuch  (in full  obietts ; as  m Naz.ienz.en,  n (fhry-  deri,quamfub* 
foftome,  and  ° Antonius  Laurentius  well  obferve.  It  is  n<lerejne  vide- 
recorded  of  Lot , P that  he  vexed  his  righteous  foule  from 
day  to  day,  in  feeing  and  hearing  the  unlaw  full  filthy  deeds  and  n.cimensAlcx . 
converfation  of  the  wicked  Sodomites,  Of  David;  <Ubat  ri-  Vadag.l.z.cA- 
vers  of  teares  ran  downe  his  eyes , be  caufe  men  kept  not  Gods  1 Nobis  autefti 
Law.  Of  Jeremiah , r that  his  hart  did  bleed  in  fecret,  his 
eyes  tveepe  fore  and  trickle  downe  with  tear es,  for  the  iniquities  ^nificu  pec- 
of  his  people.  Of  Paul;  { that  he  ferioufly  bewayhd  the  m-  catoatq;  infa* 
lamented i unrepent cd  firms  of  the  incefluous  Corinthian . Of  magaudeamus: 

nift  rifusnoftet 

impuvitatibus  atqj  flagitijs  mifceatur.  An  forte  infruiftuofum  putemus  gaudni  fim- 
plex,nec  dele&at  ridere  line  criminePQucdrogo  hccmalu,  aut  quis  furor^  Salvian, 
Tie  Gubcr/iat.T)ci.l.6.p.i  92. Sine  amore  iocifq;  ml  eft  iucundu*  Horace, EpiJU.i.Ep.6t 
m Nu  hxc  potius  prxdicationesdnfpediones,  iucunditaresjan  lachrymas  ntq$  ge- 
mitus  merencur,8cc?N<2qie«^?2 ad SeluctWi-p.io6$.n  Quodqj  segrius  ferendu  eft3non 
folu  nulla  taliaaudientes  moleftia  capitis,veru  etia  ridetis  atq$  Ixtamini.  Cumq; 
vitari  ifta  abominariq;  deberetis3fufcipitis  atq;  laudatis.  Quas  ob  res  noncachmnis 
diffiuerefcdentesjfcd  lachrymis  gemereatqj  dolere  of>onct.Chry[oft.Hor/i.3$.m Mat. 
Tom.i.  Col.  299*  Neigitur  definatis  fuper  huiufmodi  fpedtacula  gemere,ac  ftepius 
remorderi. Hom.6  ,'m Mat.Col.l 3. A.  0 DeRifuIib,p.i3$.toi4),Marp.i6od.  P iPet, 
2.6,7.  4 Pfal.i  1 9.13^1 5 3 . l Ier.13.17,  f iCor.12. 11, 

Pp  z Ezra, 
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* Hzra.  cap.  9.  1 that  he  humbled  hsmfelfe , and  rent  hit  c la  at  be  s , 

t orowout,  & Wourncd  and  wept  exceedingly  for  the  Ifraelites  ftnne  r-i  mar- 
^e°ch-;;4  Idolater s,  And  of  u all  the  faithfull  of  lcrufalem, 

Propterea  par  that  they  fghed  and  cryed  for  all  the  abominations  that  were 
eft, ut  animo  committed  tn  themiddefi  thereof.  Yea,  God  himfelfe  en - 
corrahatur  lu-  iojnes  his  fervants , * to  mournefor  others  finnes:  V to  turne 
geatjcontabei-  their  finfull  laughter  into  be avmeffe  \ and  their  car  nail  toy  (d- 
Jinquut,  tu  qiii  n“n§  *rom  ^lcivious  objects)  tnto  mourning:  ejfulmma- 
non  delinquut , ting  an  ever lafiing  woey  a a difmall  cttrfe  againft  all  fitch 
IHi  quidc  prop-  graceleffe  fooles , who  b make  a mocke  of  fmney  or  recreate 
ter  admifla  fa-  tkemf elves  with  the  iniquities  of  other  men . That  Play-houfe 
quiz  fra  ires  w°  ^au§^ter  c^ien  which  arifeth  from  fuch  filthy  feurriious 
derunt  fuiffe  objecls,  muft:  needs  be  evin,  c dtfeovering  nothing  but  a 
immodeftes.  graceleffe  heart ; delighting  one ly  in  ribaldry y in  mcleaneffey 
Chryfoflom.  lga~  whereas  all  Chnfiians , dmujl  reioyce  in  God  alone , e not  in 
lendis.Oratio.  the  cDsvil1y  not  in  finfull  pleafures,  i which  are  but  for  a fea - 
It?’9**  fon,.  Secondly,  it  mufr  needs  2 be  finfull  in  regard  of  tts  ex- ' 
cap,  23.  27,18!  c effect  being  altogether  boundleffe  beyond  the  rules  ofmodeftyy 
Rom. 1 2.1 5 . temperance , chrtftianity , f ibriety , by  which  it  fouldbe  regula - 

j Cor.f  2.C.13.  ted.  Tbeatricall  laughter  knowes  neither  bounds,  nor  mea- 
Jure ; men  wholly  refigne  and  let  loofe  the  reines  of  their  hearts 
Aam  4 $ 1 * mt0  it ) glutting,  nay  tyring  their fide  s and  fpirits  with  it:  the 

^ I(ay  5.io.Hab*i4i  f. i6.Zeph. 34i1.Provr24.163i7.18,  Luk.6.2*4  a Gen.ip.n^f. 
fa  Prov.14,9.  c Inaprobu  rifus  oftendit4Sem<2.  Spift.ji.  & ebryf.  Horn.  6.  in&iattb. 
d’Qaadoenim  mimi  illi  atq;  lidiculi  blafphemia  ac  turpe  quid  dixerutjtuncpotifti- 
mu  quiq;  ftolidiores  folvuntur  in  rifurnftnde  applaudentes  magis,undeetia  Ulos  la- 
pidibus  exagitarc  debucrat;  qui  fornace  ignis  norribilis  ex  hujufmodi  voluptate  in 
iou  ipforii caput  Cuccendut.Cbryf.Hom.6  .in  Matth.Tom.z  Col  52.^4  c Phil.4-5.Ifay  29, 
i9,c.4i,i6,Ioel2.2  3.Pf.97.i2.Nonneaudiftis  Paulii  dicentejGaudete  in  Domino. 
In  Domino  dixit,nonin  Disbolo.Cbryf.Hcm  38.772  Mat.To.i.Col.i$$.B. f Heb.11.25. 

S Quin  etiam  ipfe  rifus  eft  copremendus  eiq;  modus  & conveniens  tepus  adhibenail 
eft.Na  ipfe  quoqj  fi  quo  modo  oportet  proteratur^prsefe  fert  decorem  & honeftate: 
Ain  aliter  prodeat^indicat  inteperantiam,  Itaq;  tanqua  animalia  ratioae  prsdita  o- 
portet  nos  teperate  componere  ftudij  noftri  acrimoniam,  & nimiu  intenfam  vehe- 
mentiam  moderate  remittentes^nonaute  inconcinne  difioiventes.  Clem. Alex.  Padag. 
1. 2,f.f  .Nonmalueft  rifus/edmalu  eft  id  quod  eft  prater  modu.id  quod  eft  intepc- 
ftivii.  Animo  noftro  infitus  eft  rifus, ut  aliquando  relaxetur  animus, non  ut  diffuda- 
tur.Cbryf'Hom.i  1 jn  Hcb.T04.C0L1  593  £.V.  Hom.i  23.  ad  Pop.  Antioch. To .5. Co!’. 

$ iZ'A.B. Set  Ha^c?pzcri*$e72tentl(s  p.997 -11  Na^jen^n. ad  Selucu. p.1063  Cbryf.H om.6. 
Sc  3 8. in  A6ta.Apoftt5<i^4^DeGubernvat  Dei.1.6,  accordingly. 

* ‘ dtffslutc 


Part.i. 


II  iflrio-cMaflix 


9) 


1 diffol 'utp  prefufene Jfe  of  it  therefore  ftftkes  it  cvilL  Thirdly, 1 Temperanciu 
the  ”K  endof^play-houfe  laughter  fts  onely  to  fatiate  mens  jlefh.  ^ N _ 

ly  lujls  with ficular  ioHity  and  delights  of  franc : to  pamper,  to  n-pL1' 
or  me  the  rebellion  flefh  again  ft  the  Spirit:  to  quench  thofe  enini  folcuius, 
heauenly  ioyes,  and  fpirituall  comforts  which  rhould  neutiquamqs 
raviih  Chriftian  foules  : to  1 exile  all  true  repentance,  all  permit!  urn  qui 
godly  farrow  and  found  humiliation  for  fiiwe,  whiffy  arc  altoge - 
ther  incompatible  with  thefe  lafciviom  (miles  : m to  put  the  fifth  Ms  Horn, 
evil!  day  re  off  from  menjy  ftuptfying  their  je  If e- condemning  ^f.BibU’atrum. 

confciexces, and  lulling  them  fall  a fleepe  in  a nioft  defpe-  Tm.7.p.z o$. 
rate  carnalffecurity.  Such  is  the  ufe,  the  fruite  of  this  vul* 
Stage-laughter : it  cannot  therefor  but  be  evill.  Fourth- 
ly,  this  n laughter  is  altogether  mfeemely , unfcafonable  unto  sJvian  ^ (ff 
(fthrifttans.  Vnfecmely,  becaufe  immoderate:  profufe  cx - bernat.Deid.tf. 
ceffiys  laughter , (efpeciaily  at  the  light  or  hearing  of  a Antonin/.  Laurcn- 
ribaldrous  Stage-play,)#  altogether  ° inconftftcntvtttb  the  ^w,DeRifu.  I, 
gravity,  mode  fly,  and  fobriety  of  a Chrijhan,  whbfi  affeflms  j1  jC^^n^.j0 
fhould  be  more  fubhmei  more  ferious  and  compofed , then  to  c . ^ Rev^s  y 
be  immoderately  tickled  withjneere  lafeivious  vani-  Amos  e.  i.to 
ties,  P or  to  lafh  out  into  excefftve  cachinnations  in  the  publike  p.Nulhi  hvbe- 
view  of  diffohste  grace  leffe  perfons,  who  will  be  hardned  and  bjt  accefsu  cor- 
encouraged  in  their  Ufctvtom  courfss , by  their  ill  example,  f/bi 
Vnleafonable;  becaufe  <1  this  is  no  place,  no  time,  no  world  m 0dcraru$n- 

fus  aciocus .BafiLCordjn  Sfaia.e .5 .Bsda.SchicilU.Tom  7 p<337- m Amos  6-  3?  4,  5-^Mar. 
24- ^,5 pXuk.n . 54,3 5.n Riciere  & ridcri  lecuhnbus  deielinqj’gravitas  tuaper- 
fona  dzcet'Hhroffi.EpiJl.%  fj.Pnidentibus  vi'ris  lifus  rifu  dignuseft  omnis,m:ixirr:e 
meritricius.Praeftat  trifte  monbus  tfie  qua  lafeivu.  GregMaijcn^nScntcnUa  p n 68. 
0 Non  eft  noftru  ergo  aftidue  ridere,refolvi  cachinui5,moliiri  delicijs,  lea  eorti  po- 
tius  & caru  quaTfpectamur  in  thcacris^qux  in  lupanaribus  inquinantur.Non  eft  in. 
quii  hoceoruqui  ad.  sterna  regml  vccati  funtgnon  eft:  fpiritualia  armageft.muim, 

. qued  propriu  eft  Diabolo  militant iu^Chryfsfl.Hom.^Jn  Metth  P Clcm.Alcxand.Vxdag. 
l«*.c. 5.  a Fritres^non  eft  in  hoc  mundotempus  ridendi:Bentitudo  enim  hi:  prxpa- 
rari  poteft,poftideri  non  potci}  .AmbrofScr^os  7 . Qua  dm  fumus  in  hoc  Prado  nen- 
dti  eft  ndendu,r.e  p often  ploremus  ^4uguji .EnarjnPfalA i-Tf-m.  S.parsx-p  605.Ni.1i- 
lu  locu  hi;  habere  poteft  tempus  nfusthoc  enim  eft  tempus  mundi,  Audi  Chriiium 
dicente;Mundus  gnudel  it,vos  autem  contriftabimiai.  Tuaute  ridis  & ludis  ? Non 
eft  pr.rfens  tempus  duTufbe  l2titi3e,fedIuftus,afflidionu.  & eiulatus.  T u autem  in 
cifris  urbanis  & fhcetis  tempus  teris?  Hit  tepus  belli: & tu  ea  tra&as  qua?  funt  eoru 
c,ui  ducur  chores' Ludis  deliciarisyfacetaq;  Siurbana  aids,  & rifu  moves,  remqini- 
JuL  ezi&imis^Chryf'Ho.iy .in  £l  b:f.r.q..Col  pSj.Sec  Ho  ijfjn  Hcb.Cohi993^  accordingly. 
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for  (fhrtflians  to  laugh  or  to  be  merry  in : but  to  bcwaile  tloeir 
owns  and  ethers  Jinnes,  that  fo  they  may  efcape  the  eternafl  tor- 
ments of  them  at  the  Ufl.  Our  Saviour,  whole  doctrine 
r Lu  6. if  I fay  no  Chriftian  dares  controll,  hath  denounced  an  xwoe,  to 
5'.  Amos  ail  thoje  that  laugh,  that  live  in  cafe,  iothty,  and  car  nail  plea*. 

1 - 1 iT  6 fur<:i  K01V  becaufe  they  (hall  cerlainely  meurne,  and  fufereter - 

f V * ’ nail  torments  for  it  hereafter  • informing  all  his  Children 
•f  Pf.jtfn.i  Cor.  ( whefe  ( ioyes  are  treafured  up  in  heaven  agatnfl  another  day) 

2 9 1 Pet . i*4  j 5 « c that  in  this  world  they  fball  be  fare  to  (uffer  perfection  and 

* 1 ^«3  3 < affliSHo*,  n to  weepe,  lament , and  be  forrowfttll : and  that  this 

* 3 f world  onely  ( who  K have  their  portion  tn  this  life ) j hall  now  re- 

,x  p^,ii  I 7.  j4,  ioycs\  that  is,  in  a carnal!  worldly  manner  : whereupon 
y lam. 4.9,1  o.  he  aivifeth  all  his  followers,  Y to  turne  their  fecular 
a Perpetuariftt  laughter  into  mourning,  their  car  nail  tollity  into  weeping  and 
r-foiXcDe’  k'aviftefe '>  For  ChrifEians  therefore  to  make  this 
rao«it«s /«ve^  wor^  a paradice  of  all  earthly  pleafures,  to  fpend  their 
nal.  Satyr'.io,  p.  day es  in  Epicurifme,  mirth  and  ioliity,  glutting  thern- 
.92.  JElian  Va-  felves  with  linfull  Spectacles  and  mirth-  provoking  En- 
rU  H/Ji  i.^cap,  teriudes,  as  alas  two  many  doe  : lobe  like  z EDemocritus , 
5c.  Scnccci.Dc  . dwayes  laughing,  never  weeping^  unldfe  it  be  fometimes 
^anquh.^mm.  againll  their  wfls.,  and  then  not  for  their  finnes  : to  be 
aitaq*  flentem  moft  unlike  their  blefied  Saviour,  a who  was  oft-times  wee- 
quidem  Chri-  ping,  never  fmilhg  that  we  read  of.  b Quern  flevijfe  legimus  ri - 
ftum  frequen-  fjfe  non  legimus : how  can  it  but  be  linfull,  yea  abomina* 
ter  in/enias,  fc>le  ? Chrift  Iefus  our  c patterne,  our  example,  whofe  fleps 
ridente  fed  nec  we  a t°“ox*>  fJ cver  xvs  expect  falvat  ton  from  him ; d was 
kviter  falrcm  eilwayes  mourning,  never  laughing ; ( I am  fare  not  at  a 
fubridedo  gau-  Stage-play,  which  hee  and  his  condemne,  as  worthy 
dentem.  chryf.  tcarcs,not  fmiles,)*»^  c [hall  we  doe  nothing  but  retoy  cel  The 
Hqk.  G.  in  Mat.  Apoftlesand  f Chriftian  s tn  the  Primitive  Church  yea  all 
Homj  5 in  Hcb  tfSC  >^arnts  0}  (fod  who  went  before  us,  were  for  tbs  mofl  part 

To. 4.  Coi.  1 59|.b  Salvian. De  Gubernat.Dei.1,6.  c 1 Pet.  2.21.  1 Ioh«2.6.d  Ifay 
3,4.P{.38,6.Lam.i.i2.Lu.i9.4i.Ioh.i  1.3  5.  ® Chriftns  incrucem  nftus  eft  propter 
tua mala:  tn  autem  rides  ? Impa&s  Turn  illi  alapse,  & colaphi  & ram  multa  paf-, 
ius  eft  propter  tuam  calamitatem,  & qua?  te  comprehenderat  cempeftatem,tu  autem 
degts  in  delieijs?  Ckryfojl  Homiy . mEphef.Tm.^.  Col . 987.  f Math.  f.  3,  4.  LukA 
2.1.  lohn  1 Cio,  Afts  20.37, Phil.^.iS.Rom.ii.if . Eccles. 7.  2,4.  Pfal.  137.  r* 
lam.  i.&  1. 
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weepers,  not  laughers ; deploring  among  ftindry  other 
evils,  S thofe  execrable  Abominations  which  Stage-playes  did  g S£C  Naficn^n 
produce.  And  {hall  we  be  alvvaies  laughing,  nay  laugh-  aQSelucum.p. 
ing  at  thefe  filthy  Enterludes  which  they  to  much  be-  Hom*  5 * 

wailed  ? Is  this  to  h irritate  Chrifo  or  hts  Apoftles : to  live  Match.  Salvian. 
like  Saints,  like  Chrillians,  llik$  ™en  redeemed  from  the  De  Gubernat. 
world  ? Is  this  to  k participate  with  Chrifl  tn  his  affliffions  ; l^ci  \6.Auguft. 
or  to  trace  the  1 narrow  uncouth  way  that  leades  to  endlcjfe 
byes?  Ono  ! this  carnall  life  of  iollity,  prognofticks  hVjpfftaXo- 
nothingbut  a voluptuous  heart,  a ,n  Godlejft,  (hriflleffe  nuo 
convcrfation,  which  leades  men  downe  to  n Hell : needs  there - hi  Cor.u.i. 
fore  mujl  it  be  0 unlawful}  unto  Chnftians.  Fiftly,  tins  pro-  3 1 7* 
fule  Theatricall  laughter  P doth give  a publics  approbation  ^°nra  1 s>,x9' 
to  fill  the  ribaldry  andprophaneffe  that  is  either  perforated  cr  k 1 ConM.<\> 
perpetrated  on  the  Stage , and  fo  makes  thefe  laughers  7.1  Pet, 4 13. 
deepely  guilty  of  it.  Sixtly,  it  produceth  fundry  finftill  1 Mat.  7-  jj>h 
confequcntss  as  ^cachinnations^ clamor sjmpudexcy,  1 ejfe- 
minac.y,  incivility , { voluptuoufneffe,  loofenejfe  and  light  ne foe 
of  [pint , impemtency , carnall  fecuntyy  indijpoftion  to  every  H0mj7.mlL. 
holy  duty,  especially  to  godly  forrow  for  finne:  therefore  it  phef,Hom.i  y.. 
cannot  but  be  evill.  Per  ufe  we  but  the  Scriptures;  we  in  Hebt-ws. 
lliall  finde  c them  much  condemning  this  excejfive  carnall  accordingly. 
laughter,  (efpeciafly  at  vaine,  at  finfull  objeds ) as  mi  foe- 
feeming  Chrtjlians . Survey  wee  the  Fathers,  they  are  ° Quid  nobis 
exceeding  copious  in  this  fubjeft.  Witnefie  Clemens  cum  fabulis,ri- 
A lexandrtnuiyP adag.  L 2.  c. 5 *6.$  1 3.  c.i  1.  Arnobius , /4</-  a IOCO/  ,‘^^ 

verf.Ge»tei.l.w«g.  149. 150.  250.  fo  242. 

fuavia  lint,  to  men  ab  Ecclefiaftica  aberrant  regula  : quoniam  qiire  in  Senpturis 
fanttis  nonrcperimus,quomodo  ufurpare  poflumu s? Bernard-De  Ordir.e  CiU . Col  111.7. 
9 Probantq;  ilia  dum  rident.L<i<5fatf/4D<?  Vero  £#/?«. /464c.2o.Necfolum  iubes,(ed  cti.a 
exuItatione,rifu,plaufu  adiuvas  quse  geruntur,  omnibufq;  modis  han:  Diabolicani 
confoves  officimm.  Cbryfojl-  Hew  6. in  £Mattb£ol.$i B,  Cbryfeft  Horn  6,  in  Match.  Sc 
Hom  6 2,ad  Pop.Antiochite.  S„Amiochus.Hom.9  y.Bibl.Patvum.  T om,7 , pag.to^^ 
* Rifus  frequens  ccrrumpit  mores>rel3-xat  quoqs  nerves  rigoris  aftriftos.  Augiiji.De 
Temp  Sermo.97 .Tom.y.farsi  $.306.  Bernard  De  Or  dine  Vita  Col  1 117 . A . f Rifus  cor« 
ruptio  difciplin3e,&c.  & maxima  quis  peccata  viderit  a nimijs  gaudijs  proveniffe. 
CbryfofoHom.^i/in  Afta,j4pofoTom.i.Col.6ii  B.  t Sec  Gen.  18.1 3,1 5.  2 King.  19. 
21.  2 Chron.30.io4Neh. 1.9.10b  1 2.4.Prov.i4*T3.Eccles42«2,.c«7  3.6.  lam  4 9,10, 
Luk.6,i51Iam.5.I>5 .Ifay  y^jio.Ajnos  6.,i,to 7 Joh.16.zo.Rev  18.6,7,8. 
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Bafil.De  Ebrietate  & Luxu  Sermo.p.  329.332,2  36.  Kfazj- 
an^en  ad Selucum.p.  1 06 3 1064.  Sententia.p.  1 168.#-  997, 
Ambrof.Ser  mo.i  7 . S.  A fieri],  Homtljn  Veflum  Kalcndarum, 
Bibl.PatrHM.Tom  4.  p.706.  liter om.  Epffi.S.  c. 7.  Anguft. 
rDs  Verbis  A pofloli . Sermo.9.  Tom.} O.  p.376.  Confeffivnu. 
1.2*  cap  9 Enar.in  Tfil.  5 i.  S.pars  1.  pxg.  605.  606. 
Salvian.De  Gubernat.Dei . 44.6.  £7*  7.  Theopbylaft.  Enar.  in 
Luk.  6*  p*  1 3 5 . loannls  Climxchus,  De  Difcretione  Gradies* 
c.  31  . Bibl.Patrum.  Tom.6.  pars  z.p.2%o.G.  Bedx  Scintilla* 
Tot». 7.  Col.^  3 5.  Rifus.Antnchm.  Uovt.ps*  Quod.  tempe- 
randum  fit  d folutiore  & immederato  Rjfu.  BtblFPatrum.l om . 
7.  f . 209.  Bernard  in  Cana  Domini.  Sermo . 9.  De  Gradibus 
Humilitatis.C0l.961.9A.  De  Or  dine  Vita.  Col . uly.A.B. 
OlympiodoYM*  Enar.  tn  Ecclefiafien.cap.2.  &'J*  and  above 
all,  S.  C hryfofioM.Hom.6i  38.  & 69.  in  tJMatth.  Hom.jy. 

* Skoal.iquis  tn  Ephefios.  & 1 5 ♦ in  Hebrxos.  54,  14.  15.^62.  ad 
valdc -gaudens,  V op.  Antioch  a*  To  which  I might  adde,£<?4*r/««f  Holkot. 
k lxtus  Sc  eftu-  in  Sapienti  a.  Leftio.  172.  fol.  133.  Revelattones  San  ft  a 

as,qmutJxpi  a. l.z.c.29.  Nicolaus  de  Clem  an gis  De  Novis  Cele - 

iiolidius  ? Ibid,  briiatibus  noninfiituendis.  p.  143  . to  1 50.  Thomas  Cuale fins. 

Left. 7 y inTroverb.Solomonis.fol^y*  Sdit.AfcentijS . 1 510. 
-{a  notable  place)  Antontus  Lxurentius^  De  Rifu.Li.Sum~ 
ma  Angelica.  Tit.  Rifus.  Rah  an  us  zJltaurus.  Com . in  Regu - 
lam,  S.  BenedifticOper.Tow.6.p. 278.  E.F . 283 292 .d. 
Alexander  Alenfis , Sttmma  T heclogtx.  pars  2.  Ouaft.  133* 

. . thorowout*  (V  1 34' with  fundry  others  which  I preter- 

its ftudiotenc"  m*c : who  a^  Pa^e  fentence  againft  profufe  immoderate 
ri  oportet.Fer-  laughter  (efpecially  fuch  as  Stage-playes  doe  occafion) 
ma  enim  cfFufi  as  misbefeeming  Chriftians.  If  any  cenfure  thefe  as 
rifus  ftudium,  more  then  puritanically  rigid  in  this  point  of  laughter, 
vehemeatem  jet:  t]-jem  hearken  what  fome  Pagan  Authors  have  re- 
ncm  quint,  folded  of  it,  whom  none  dare  tax.  of  Puritanifme.  u No 
Ncqj  ergo  ft  man  (writes  Plato)  ought  to  be  affefted  with  the  defire  of 
q«is  viros  me-  laughter.  For  the  affeftation  of  profufe  laughter  feekes  a very 
morabdes  riili  vehement  change,  '^either  is  it  to  be  endured , that  any  one 
admictendiun C foould  make  memorable  men  to  exceed  tn  laughter , much  leffe 


eft  ;multd  veid  minus  ft  Deos.P*  Repub!. Dialog*}.  p.$  86.  &rDialog.io,6^6, 
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the  Gods.  * Ifocrates  advifeth'Demomcns ; neither  to  love  % NeqjpetuJa- 
petulant  laughter , nett  her  to  approve  of  infolent  fieech  ; becAufe  tern  rifum  am?, 
the  one  favours  of  folly,  the  other  of  madneffe : to  carry  a grave,  «eq;  audacem 
notan  auflere  countenance  ; because  the  one  is  attributed  to  j^f^am  1^°^ 
infilency,  the  other  to  prudence.  Y Seneca,  makes  immodefi 
laughter , an  undoubted  character  of  a wicked  man.  z Catullus,  teruminfania:, 
as  wanton  a Poet  as  any,  records  ; That  there  is  nothing  Afluefacte  ut 
more  unfeemely  then  wanton  foolifh  laughter . a Among  the  vu^tu  nojl 
ancient  Perfians  it  was  utterly  unlawfully  laugh  openly  in  a 
loude  or  dtffolute  manner.  And  if b c y£ha»  may  be  credi-  mfolenti^  hoc 
ted  ; in  the  Vniverfity  of  ^Athens  it  was  unlaw  full  for  any  to  prudentia?  ar- 
laugh,  efpe dally  in  a profufe  ridiculous  immodefi  fa/hion,  The  tribuitut .Oratio 
very  Heathens  then  as  is  evident  bythefe  and  * fundry  a(i  Oimomcft  p 9 
other tefitmontes,  condemned  lcude  exceiTive  laughter.^n^Pl^^  ^t" 
If  fuch  laughter  then  as  this,  was  altogether  unfeemely 
for  modi. ft  Pagans,  nuft  not  our  c pMtke  infamous  Tlay-  2 Renidere,uf- 
houfe  cachirinatiom,  be  much  more  unfuit able  for  fiber  Chri - quequaquece 
fhans?  No  Chriftian  I prefume  dares  once  deny  it.  n°hem  : N:m 
Our  Stage-playes  therefore  which  doccafion,  which  pro-  miHa 

roks  fuch  profufe  lafcwtoits  laughter, mufi  quefltonleffe  be  evill:  ^ft^d^CorncliZ 
as  Ephef.5.1* 4.  with  all  ancient  and  moderne  Comment  yjcpotm.  lib. 
tutors  on  it  will  more  largely  teftifie.  Camen.^o.p.u. 

Secondly,  as  the  laughter,  fo  the  publike  Theatricall a ^mmianus 
Applaufes  which  attend  thefe  Enterludes,are  evill. 

Tirft,  becaufe  they  give  a pubhhe  iufi location,  not  onely  ^^4.13  04^.7 
Stage-playes  and  Aftors,  exploded  by  tfie  Church  of  God  kVai-i3e.Hilio- 
from  age  to  age ; but c even  to  all  the  wtckedneffe,  the  lafci  ria?.l.$  c.  1 5 . 
vwufneffe  that  attends  them,  to  all  the  villany  and  lewdneffe  * See  ^tbcnxtu 

Diprvof.  1. 14.C. 

1.  l.Thcmas  Gualcfius  Left.77.in  Proverb .Salomonii .Stobfies.  Sermo.5.  foI.?i.jp.& 
Ser.74.f#^r. c Sedneqjapuuquoflibetridendueft,neqj  inomni  loco,  fed  neque 
propter  omni i.cUto„-thxa»d.  P<cdag.  l.i.e.  5.  In  rifti  & iocis  fpeftari  debet  terr.nus 
breve,  ham  long  ms  nocet:  locus  honeflus,  nnm  fufpeftus  inficit : modus  iuftus, 
nam  profufus  lacdit : li -itnm  genus, nnm  iniquam  vulnerat : utilis  finis,  nam  ma- 
lus  pervcrtit  omnia.  Cafe  Elb  e. lib.  4 cap.6.pag  z88.  4 Qui  rifum  moveaht  longe  ex- 
| terminandi  funt  a noft  republica : longe  abeft  ut  nobis  permittee  rifum  movere. 
Clem, ySicxTadag.I.i  c.5.  c Ttrt  <l.T>?  Speftac.  c.  xf.  Cyprian  De  Speftac.lib.  AvruMik. 
Adverf.Gentes.L7  p.  '1°  to  i^t.laclanimfOc  Vero  Cultu  c.zo.  jugufi  De  Civic. 
Eki.li.crA.toi^(bryfliom.6,fk  ’84i.nMat .SalviathDt  Gub,Dei.I.64accordingly.  ’ 
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that  ts  produced  by  them . He  who  upon  a Players  or  Play- 
fiIoh.  10. 1 It  Poets  plaudtte,  gives  any  publike  acclamation, any  ap- 
plaufe  unto  the  Play,  or  A&ors, ( approves  both  Flay  and 
WjwTaT  51  ^ Pfy(rsy  t^etr  fnfutt  Palfa&es'  fpeccbeS)  geflures , a nd 

ScJuliM^to6?*  Perffictow  confequentSy  and  faith  Amen  unto  them:  A g dan- 
Jlomc,  Theodora  <£' Y0Hi  fe  an  full  jinn  c9  which  makes  men  h an  abomination  to 
Prima fluty  Beda,  {ke  Lord , and  drawee  downe  a difmall  woe  upon  their  heads : 
Hay  mo,  Rabami  becaufe  it  iuftifieth  the  wtekedneffe  of  the  wtekedy  calling  evtll 
Maurm,  Rcmi-  good,  and  darknefje  light ; putting  bitter  for  fweety  and  vice 
v^Tbcon^fafi  f°r  vertHe 5 as  Theatrical!  Applaufes  doe.  Secondly, 

Anfefmc,  8c  Lv-  ^ey  * interefl  men  in  the  guilt  and  punijhment  of  all  thofe  int - 
ra , Ibidem.  quittes,  that  are  either  aZted or  committed  in,  or  occafioned  by 

% Quum  ergo  thefe  Stage-playes,  by  giving  publike  and  real!  approba- 
indicium  hoc  tion  to  them.  Thirdly,  they  k harden , they  animate  both 
men"  Pity-Poets,  Players,  and  Id  lay-haunters  in  their  unoodly  ccur- 
immcdicabili-  JcS’  n"tc"  perchance  they  would  reUnqutjh  were  they  not  encou - 
ter  aegrotantis,  raged  in  them  by  thefe  vaine  Applaufes.  Fourthly,  if  we 
*>on  immerito  believe  * Tertulliany  thefe  Applaufes  fo  pollute  mens  hands% 
qu^peccatum  tjjat  (foy  can  netther  lift  them  up  to  God  in  prayer , nor  yet 
Cr&  uior^u-  ftre:ch  them  out  to  receive  the  Sacrament  in  an  holy  manner, 
dicat  11s  eft  eo  God  requires  ChrilUans,  m to  lift  up  holy  hands  to  him  in 
qtu  dciinquit,  prayer  : to  bring  ■ clean fed,  wafied9pure  hands  and  hearts 
Oecumenm  in  unto  his  SacramentSy  not  tainted  wttb  the  filth  of  any  fnne* 
Row  i.$x.iftodw  Now  Stage-applaufes  defile  mens  hands  and  hearts, ma- 
bmLic^i  king  them  fo  polluted,  that  they  can  neither  lift  them 
* I fay  *.i  $ , UP  in  holy  prayers  to  their  0 holy  God  ( who  can  endure  no 
Prov.i  7.1 5 , c.  iniquity  ynor  the  P touch  of  any  thing  that  is  uncleane •)  nor  yet 

i Peccatu  alterius  tuu  fir*cu  illi  conCcntis.Aitguft.Enar.ixFfal  119.  Solas  fpe-ftaculoru 
rnpuritates  funt  quae  unu  admodu  faciimt  & afpicientiu  & agentiu  crimen.Na  dum 
fpe&antes  hoc  coprobant  & libcnter  vident,emne$  ea  rifu  atq;  affenfu  aguntjut  verc 
in  eos  Apoftolicu  illud  peculiariter  cadat:quia  digni  funtmorce  non  fold  qui  faciut 
ca/edctiam  quiconfentiunt  facientibus  Salvian  He  Gubcr.Dei.L^.p.  187.  k Ckryfoft. 
Hom.6.&  38.mMatth Jertullian  Sc  Cyprian, Dc  Speftac.  sSuguft.Dz  Civ.Dei.l.i.c.4* 
to  1 $.Salvian,De  Gubcr.Dei.l.6.^/fXd8d£r/4/£»/k}SummaTheologiae.pars  i.Quxft. 
1 5 3. accordingly,  l Quale  eft,illa$  manus  quas  ad  Dominu  extuleris  poftmodolau* 
dando  hiftrionem  fatigare,&c?  *Z>f  S peftac.e.zl.Cbryfoft*  3 . P*  rDdvide  & Sanlet 

Hem.vlt.inVfal,  1 1 8.accordingly.m  iTim.i  8.»  Iam.4.8.Iobi7*£«Pf,i4,4,Pf.7  3.i* 
Ifay  M 6)1 7*c. j 2 ,1 1 . ® I evit, 2 1 s8 . j Pet,i .1 6,Hab.M 3 ♦ P Ifay  J ^.n.  1 Cor. 6.17. 

extend 
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extend  them  to  embrace  Chrifts  facred  Body  and 
Blood,  without  defilement.  Thefe  Stage-applaufes 
therefore  mull  needs  be  {infull  in  all  thefe  refpefts,  as  q DeSPc^‘tC9 
* Yertulltan,  r Cyprian,  { Naz.tenz.eny ' Eufebtm , u Cbryfo- 
flome ,*  Augufttnc,  y Sdvian , with  z furidry  moderne  Chri - J b. 
fitan  Authors, have  already  doomed  them  to  our  hands.  * Ad  Sclucunh 
For  the  Minor;  that  Stage  play  es  areal  way  es  atten-  106$. 
ded  with  fuch  laughter  and  applaufes,  it  is  moil;  appa-  \ Neq> cm™ 
rant.  Firft,  by  experience,  which  infallibly  informes  fu^uadebem." 
men, that  Stage-playes  have  evermore  Afuper abounded  with  dc  przparat.  e 
ebfireperous  wanton  cachinnations , acclamations,  applaufes,  var.g  Uz  c.i 
misbefeeming  modeft  perfons,  much  more  religious 
Chriftians.  Secondly,  by  th%  very  end  of  mens  preten-  ^ 

ded  refort  to  Stage*  playes : For  what  other  ufe  doe  i.i  ^ ' 

our  moil  rigid  Play-patrons  aferibe  to  Stage-playes , b but  to  ? De  Gub  Dei. 
exhtlcr ate  the  Spcttators,  by  provoking  them  to  laughter . Or  lib.6‘.  p.191. 
what  other  pretence  have  Play*  haunters  for  their  re-  ^GoJfon>  North- 
fort  to  Play-houles  ; (though  c many  ofthemayme  at  far 
more  fmsfter  refpetts) but  to  pafle  away  the  time  in  mirth?  fupra/ia  the^* 
to  laugh  till  their  iidcs  doe  akeagaine,at  the  Clownes  Miner, 
behaviour,  or  fome other  merry  iefls  and  paifages;  or  *Na  quae  per- 
to  applaud  the  Playes,  the  parts,  the  A&ors  which  af-  vincerf  voces 
fed  them?  Thirdiy,  by  the  PI  audit  e,  which  is  com-  f/f^treu^ 
monly  aifixed  as  a period  to  c mo]}  ancient  and  moderne  noft\-TtheatT?> 

Garganu  magi  re  putes  nemtts,aut  mare  Tufcu.Tanto  cum  ftrepita  ludi  fpe&amut. 
Horat,Epfft.l:7,.Ep.i.p,z%4< Pcpulus  frequens  laetu  Theatris,  ter  crepatt  fond:  idem 
Carm.l  • Gde.i7.Datus  in  Thentro  curatibi  vhuCusjdemCamdrr.Ode.io  Sec  Cafar 
Bafengtrus.De  Theatro.l.i.c.6o.6i.b  Ergoncn  fads  eft  r'ifu  didurere  ridfi  Audiro- 
ris,&.  eft  quaedam  tarr.en  hie  quoq;  virtus,&c,  Herat.  Stmo  /.i.  Satyr.io.p,  j 9^.  bee 
Fp  l.t.rp.i'&  de  /irtePoet.p  198.201,10  3 ,2,04.^  ft  tu  admiffi  rifii  tenearis  amici5 
lWd/)4i95.Incft  lepos ludufq;  in  hac  ComaedhrRidicula  res  eft, datebeni£ne  opera 
mihi.  Planti.4finariaPrologu6.hvrcs,ocv\[ii  animus  ,amp(iter  fienr  fuuri.Vbi  lcpos,ioci 
rifiu,hilaricas  atq;  deledatio,&c.P/4«d  T f 'udofut  Profegm  See  Haywoods  Apolcgie 
for  A£tors.&  here  p.30.31.  e Kiic  abimpijs  & facinerofis  mogilhis  melius  mens 
perdita  & muliebris  doce.  ur  facinus  .Julius  Fir  wictu  Ve  Errore  rrfau,K(lgc  .1  ^AQnod 
eft  mulio  eterimu,&  favor, & chmor,&  pbufus  adhibetur  Sc  rhus,  cum  in  c61r.11- 
nem  pcrn:ciem  adulteriu  tarn  turpe  commitritur  in  thearris,  8cc.  ihryfcji  H*m-6.  in 
Mattb.Tom.x.Col^i'B.  e S cePlauti  a 1mpb’trno3Terentjj  4ndria3Eunucbu>3  & their  ether 
Comedies, which  conclude  thus .Plaud.le  Clare  plaudHe.E laufam  daU3or  the  like  fJontc 
Cantor  vos  Plaudite  dieat.H orat.De  drte  Poe-t  lib  See  BiUcngertude  Theat.l  i4c.6o.6j, 
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Piayes  : at  the  pronunciation  of  which,  thcpeople,  if  they 
f ^uxqj  fonar  U\^e  the  f la j,  are  worn  to  f clap  their  hards,  and  give  a pubhke 
pleno  vocefqj  acclamation,  or  Amen,  as  the  prafticc  of  former  and  prefent 
t r o np[ ui fit rn^’  times  doth  want f eft.  La'lly,  by  the  concurring  tclHmo- 
Theatris  Mar-  ny  of  Pagans,  Fathers,  and  moderne  Chriihian  Authors; 
tial  sjgr  Apud  who  all  ailirme,  that  Stnge-piayes  notonely  occahon, 
Mengerum , Dc  but  are  likevvife  attended  with  profufe  exorbitant 
6 -|1C  Zj°n'!’Q'  ^aun^cer5  acclamations  and  § applaufes;  In  which  re- 
whdecha'vcr1  Sarc^  r^e  * ^at^ers  a^d  moderne  Chriftian  Authors 
to  this  purpefe.  muc^  condemne  them.  For  Pagan  Authorities  ; if  you 
fe  BulengcrutjDe  perufe  but  <is4:hcndus.DipnefJib.6.  cap. 6.  who  there  in- 
Thcatro.  l.i.c.  formes  us  out  of  Tbeophraftusyhat  the  Terynthians,  r»ho 
Theatra  were  very  ftudious  of  ieftmg  Comediei,  voere  fo  accuftomed  to 
* <11  DcC iv  Dei  lat4*J°  al Piayes,  f^at  they  could  not  forbsare  laughter  tn their 
izb-ii  .c.tp.8.  ' filemne  facrifices,  nor  their  moft  ferioiu  affaires.  Or  Plato, 

■ See  ditgift.De  DeTepubl. Dialog.^.  pag.$$6.  ^Anftotle,P  oh.icorum.ltb.^, 
Ci\r,Dci,  lib.7.  cap  j.  p^‘5^3-5  Ovid,  Faflorum.  /. 3 & 5 . &De  Arte 
£\P.  1 ' 6> 7 ‘ Amandtl.  1 . Horace , (De  Arte  Toetica. lib.  p.  298.302.303. 

vemurn  impZ  3°4‘  E?'fi  t.2.Epft.2.  Lwy,  Rom.  Hftd.y.fea^.  Diony- 
dens  non  pro-  ft™  Hallicarnaf*/intic}U.  Rom.l.y  .feci.9  Marcus  Aurelius. 
ferut,qui  rifum  Eptft.  1 2.  to  Lambert  £/autus , Afinaria  tfr  Ampbttruo,P rclo- 
roovent  feurra;  gus,  & Epdogus.Terentij.  Andria  & Heutontimorum.  Pro- 
^i^ll0KCS?  Tacitus  Annah  1. 1 23.  tJMacrcbius 

, VtVpeAatori-  S nt  urn  ahum.  L2. with  fundry  other  quoted  by  Bulen- 
busvacuis  rifus  gerut  T)e  Theatro  l.i.c.60.6 1 . you  fhall  finde  them  copi- 
poffit  atqjihila-  ©us  in  this  theame.  For  Fathers  I frail  referre  you  to' 
mas  excitari,  fflemcns  Alexandrinm.  P&dag.  I.2.C.5.&  h hb.^.c,  1 1.  Ter - 

feriuntu^cavi-  tHllt*n&e  SpeElac.c.  2 5 . Cyprian , Dc  Spetiaculu,&  Epift.t.  2 . 
latio^BusCnu-  fy'fi-*-  Arnobns , Adverf.Qentes.  l.^p.  149.*  150.  15  1. 
mina,con:la-  & l.y.p.2^ o.to  240.  Baftl.  De  Ebrietate  & Luxu.  Sermo.p, 
mint  & affur-  529. 332.358.  Comment  in  Ifaiam.c  5. p.419. 420X^4^- 
gunr  the  at  r a,  tiHs^jye  TJero  Cultu . c.20.  Nazjienz,en  ad  Selucum , p.  10  63. 
concrcpa^fra-  1 06 ff  Chry[oftomc3Hom.  3 .De  Davide  & Saule.  Horn. k <5. 
goribus  atq;  plaufibus  .Ibid.  k In  Theatro  rifus  movetur,  & indecentibus  cachinnis 
refolvimar.  Domino  irafeete  tu  rides, nec  vides  quod  amplius  hinc  enim  comoveras. 
Non  eftnoftrum  ergoailidue  ridere.,refolvi  cachinnis, molleri  delieijs  > fed  eorum 
potius  Scearum  quae  fpeftantur  in  Theatris, &c.Nec  folum  iubes,fed  etiam  exulta- 
f ione,rifu,plaufa  adjuvas  quae  geruntur.  IbidXom,  1 £ol  5 M t ♦ 
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38.$  69.W  Matth.Hom^ian  Acla  Afoft,  Hom.i  5.62.  ad 
Top.  AnttochU.Hom.11  .in  Ephefios.  & i^.tn  Hebraos.  Au- 

pftm'P'C"*- DeU-2fY° 1 tf*6:  “ iSS  ' 

7.IO./.8  c.io.l.  I I.c  8 . Salvtan,  De  Gubcrnat.  Det.l.6.&  7,  mjmjS3({ignc 
Cajfiodorus  Variarumd.i  .Epift-zy  A3  •Efifi  .5  I.  Ioann  is  Sa-  ndentur  in 
Itjb’irienfts,  De  Nngis  C tir ial mm. L 1 .c.7.8.  & ttb*%.  cap.  6: 7.  Theatro : cum 
SanQus  AftertHs.Hom.in  Feftum  Kalendarum,  BibUP atr.um.  ve*o  anefatn- 
7 j«.f  705.706.  with  others  which  I pretermit, 
who  fully  iuffragate  to  my  Minors  truth.  For  modern?  inmun- 
Chriftiari  Authors,  Thomas  CjaahfiHs.  Hom.jj*  in  Tro-  do, Ibidem, 
verb.  Solomon  is.  pag.  9 7.  who  is  copious  to  this  pnrpofe. 

M.  Northbrooke,  M . Gojfo»y  M.  Stubs,  D . Re holds  \ Brijfo - 
niut  and  t^fliariana,  tn  their  Bookes  and  fever  all  fore -named 
Treat tfes  again ft  Stage-places : The  2.  & 3.  BUft  of  Retrait 

fiom,  Playes  and  J heaters . Bnlengerus , De  Theatre.  /.I.c.  60. 

&61.  De  P Unfit,  Sibilo,  Claworibus  (Sr  acclamattonibus 
Theatri : with  fund ry  others  formerly  quoted  to  this 
purpofe*  p^.  30.31.  will  fufficiently  fatisfle  any  that 
doubt  ol  my  Aflumpfions  truth.  Since  then  it  is  evi- 
dent by  all  thefe  teftirn6nies,that  Stage-playes  do  occa- 

fion, 1  doe  abound  with  finch  laughter  fuck  applanfes,  as  I have  1 in  Theatro 
here  evinced  to  be  evill  and  misbefeeming  Saints, I may  omnia  contra- 
weU  conclude;  that  Stage-playes  even  in  this  regard,  riasrifus,ttu> 
and  in  refpedof  all  the  Tore- going  particulars,  in  the 
precedent  Ad,  are  utterly  unlawfull  unto  ChriftianS;  ca  10  n lls>nir~ 


which  fhould  caufe  them  wholy  to  abandon  them. 


> pitudinis  cx- 
empla.  Iiiic  ri- 
A;s  incompou- 

rus,  geftus  ftultitiam  & infipientiam  pras  fe  ferentes  : omnia  illicrifum  & ridicuh. 
Infanit  tunc  nttura,  praefentes  pro  haminibus  bruta  bunt  : 9t  alij  quidem  ut  ecui 
hmniunt,  alij  vero  ut  afini  calcitrant  • magna  difFufio,magna  dilTohitioj  nihil 
maturum,  nihil  generofum3&c.  Chryfoftom.  Horn,  42.  in  Tom,  3.  Cel  6i  j . jg.  fo 
611.  ,4. 
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Actvs6.Scena  Prim  a. 

- TJ  iftly,  as  Scage-playes  are  (infull  ami  fo  unlawful!  un- 
Sl  to  Ghriftians  in  all  the  fore-mentioned  regards,  fo 
® Hx  nug*  like  wife  are  they  in  refpeft  of  feverall m pernicious  effettst 
feria  ducunt  in  and  dangerous  fruits,  which  ufually,  if  not  neceflarily 
an<^  perpetually  ifliie from  them ; thechiefeftof  which 
n Mat.  7".  16^7* 1 {hah  here  enumerate  in  their  order;  that  fo  you  may 
18,19, 10. 5 * more  evidently  n dtfcerne  the  badnejfe  of  them , by  the  fnndry 
1 Thef.  5 . x 1.  evils  they  occajion, 

o Ephcf.f . 16.  The  firft  of  thefe,  is  the  prodigall  mifpence  of  much 
ttt^us^cdimi  Prec*ous  time,  which  0 Chrtfttans  Jhould  hufband  *vd  re- 
inus^uando11"  Weenie  to  better  furpofts : From  whence  this  27.  Argu- 
antcadhm  vita  ment  againfl:  Stage-playesunay  becompofed. 

That  which  doth  aiwaies  unavoydably  produce  an 
intollerable  mifpence  of  much  peerelefle  time, 
P which  fhonld  be  carefully  improved  and  redeemed, tnuil 
certainely  be  finfuil,and  founlavvfull  unto  Chn- 
flians. 

But  this  doe*  Stage-playes;as  I /hall fully  manifeft. 
Therefore  they  mul;  ertaindy  be  finfu.l,  and  fo  un- 
law full  unto  Chriftians. 

The  Major  all  men  muft  fubferibe  to;  becaufe  God 
ell  qui  non  ex-  himfelfe  commands  us,  not  prodigally  to  walk,  but 
igui  temporis  q w;fely  to  redseme  the  tfmet  and  fo  much  the  rather  ^becaufe 
mcrcede  mag-  t^s  ^ayes  are  evilL  Our  time  K it  is  ettr  nchefl  treafure ; it  is 
that  peerelefle  portion  which  god  himje/fe  hath  pm  into  our 

fr/ijl.49.*  See  Odd Tvfti\\.i.f.i6o./1tkenteiis Dipnof.lji.c.8.10,13,1 5.  smmmus 
McrccUwKi. l.zS  CAO.Hallif  Hexaem.Hom.4.acc©rdingiy.  * Ephcf.5.16  Coi  a.f  See 
/hmbrdlc,Hicrom,Chryfof9rr}ciTheQdont3Seduliwiil)r:rnAfiWi.3Kctmim^eda,Rabanict  Mauvut3 
Occumenm,  jtifeltncfrbcopbylailfLyrajMufculuSiCa'vift, Arc-tin*, &larlor  at  Ibid,&  Mailer 
n'beatlies  Sermon  of  Times  Redemption,accordingly.  r lob  FfaL  89.47. 

Eccles.  18  .Luki7  f «Adts  1 5.3^*  1 f ini.4.7,8, 

hands : 


quam  lafcivi^ 
endoperdidi- 
mus,Hendo  re- 
paramus  Anfcl- 
tma  in  Epbef,  f. 
Tom.i.p.ioS, 
t Cum  majus 
periculum  lit 
male  vivendi 
'quam  citomo- 
riendi,ftultus 
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bunds ; that  we  wight  improve  it  to  hu  glory , to  our  owne  and 
others  good ; not  Wilfully  { confnmc  tt  upon  lafcivious  childijh  lo£“t 
Enter  ludes,  vanities , or  delights  of  firm  e-  which  bring  »*-  lfay 
thing  but  1 eternall  horror  to  mem  joules  at  la  ft  t For  men,  Amos6.i.to9 
for  Chriftians  then,  to  caft  this  invaluable  pearle  of  preci-  1 Pet.  4.2,$, 
ous  time  u to  Swine ; to  x difbttrfe  this  treafure  for  that  which  *a !"•  4 0 • 

is  not  bread }thss  money  for  that  which  fausfieth  not : to  > wafte  ^oto^'u^a-.  " 
this  royall  patrimony  upon  voluptuous  Ffcttacles,  or  lcwde  mus  feria  ludo# 
ridiculous  Paftimes  : to  trifle  it  quite  away  upon  the  Horat.Seimo.l.i . 
very  vaineft  vanities  (as  alas  z too  many  doe,  who a treafure  Satyr.  1. 
up  nothing  but  et  email  wrath  and  horror  to  their  joules , agatnfl  **am  • S • 1 ♦ 
the  day  of  wrath,)  how  can  it  but  be  finfull  ? b Our  dayes3  n f7f 
yea  every  home  and  minute  of  our  lives , are  Gods , not  ours:  x ftby  jy, 
they  arc  thofe  c prectout  talents  which  Cjod  hath  put  into  our  y Luk.  15.13,14. 
hands  to  occupy  with  them  till  he  come  : to  him  d wuft  we  give  a Magna  pars 
up  our  account  for  the  imploymcut  of  them  at  the  laft.  And  can  Vltaevelab,tj|r 
we  then  take  Gods  time,  Gods  treafure  (allowed c onely  maxima  nihil^ 
to  us  for  hts  ufe,his  fervtce,  which  is  abundantly  fufficient  to  agentibus.Quc 
engroffe  even  al  our  dayes,) and  fpend  it  wholly  upon  flnnt?  rmhi  dabis  qui 
upon  Satan  ? upon  ourewne  %carnall  lufts  and  pleafures  f aliquod  praetm 
upon  lafcivious  Stage-playes,  Games,  and  Sports  ? up- 
cn  Dicing,  Carding,  Dancing,  Drinking,  Whoring,  mct?  qUi intell 
h Feaftmg  ? upon  idle  Viflts, Complements  and  Difcour-  ligat  fe  quori- 
fes  ? upon  Meretricious  Paintings,  Frizlings,  Poul- die  mori  > Ne- 
drings,  Atty  rings,  and  the  like,  (in  which  many  fquon-  mo  ^ 
der  away  their  very  choice#  morning  houres,  more  fit  ^-^^pus  ac- 
for  ttudy  & devotion  then  fuch  unchriftian  praftifes,)  cepft,cum  jnte*- 
as  if  we  had  no  God  to  ferve,  no  callings  to  follow,  no  rim  hoc  unum 

eft, quod  ne 

gratas  quidem  poteft  rcddcre.Seneca  Epifi.i . a Rom.  1.5. to  io.Rcv.i  8.6.7.  b lob*. 
1 5i,Luk.  1.7  5 Rom,  14. 7,8. 1 Cor.  6. 1 9,20  Arts  1 $,36.  Phil.  1.  21  Gal.  2.  20. 
e Mat.25.1  5«tO  28.Pr0v.i7.l6,  <3  Rom.14.4,7,8,1  2,l^.ReV.2.2  1,22.  c I Pet  4.2,3, 
4.  i Tim. 6.1 1, 1 2. Quo  te  caeleftis  fapientia  duceret  ires.  Hoc  opns,hoc  ftudiupurvi 
properemus  & ampli.Ji  patriae  volumus,fi  nobis  vivere  can. Horat.Epifi  l.ijtf'ift.$.pcig, 
245.  f Luk.i.75.c.i  37.  1 Thef.5, 16, 17, Pfal. 145.1,2.  * Feftinat  enim  decurrere 
velox  Flofculus  anguftae  miferaeq;  breviftima  vitae  Portio,dum  bibimus,dum  ferta, 
unguenta,puellas  Pofcimus,obrepit  nonintelle&a  feneftus.  Jhv.Sat.p.p.Xy. 14  Qui- 
bus  in  folo  vivendi  caufa  palato  eft.  Juv< Satyr, j i.p.i 04,  Nulli  rei  nifi  vino  & Hbi- 
dmi  vacant.  Serna  Dt  Brev.yita,  cap.6 . 
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i Hcu vivunc  foules  to  fave,  'no  Helltofeare , no  Heaven  ro  feeke,  no 
hoir.incs  can-  Judge  to  cenfure  us,  no  clay  of  Iudgement  to  account  in, 
qua  mors  nul-  jT0VV  we  haVe  fpCnt  our  time  ? and  yet  k flatter  our felott 
velu?1  infer n us  f°&rofL?*  **  t0  Preft*me  we  have  done  lfttll  well,  at  leaft-wife 
fabula  vana  fo-  not  offended, in  this  profufe  mifpending  of  our  Matters 
ret.  ttocke  of  time  ? Alas,  how  many  millions  of  pounds  ; 

fc  Glorian  oti<*  how  many  myriades  of  Kingdomes,  nay  of  Worlds 
dk%m  Cwere  they  but  Matters  of  them^)  would  many  thoufand 
« Aleauu-pis,  * damned  fpirits,  now  in  torments,  or  voluptuous  di- 
Turpc  & adul-  ttrtffed  perfons  now  lying  on  their  death-beds,  ready 
terium  medio-  to  breathe  out  their  foules  at  every  breath  into  the  1X1  «r- 
cribus,  hxc  ta-  f email  Tophet,  give,  for  the  moitie,  the  ty  the,  yea  the  ve- 
mcn  llli  Orn-  ry  fm  a 11  eft  quantity  of  that  unvaluable  ,l  time  which  they 
HA  arcs  nitidi-  have  irrecoverably Jpent  on  Tty r*/,and  fuch  like  finfullPa- 
quefocantur.  ftimes ; that  fo  they  might  in  time  bewaiie  with  bri- 
Juvenal. Satyr,  nitti  teares,  with  dolorous  pangs,  and  deeptft  fighes, 
ic»p.no.  the°  Ioffe  of  all  thofe  homes  which  they  have  prodigally  jpent  in 
"7%  ?°-  3 3-  Flay -ho fifes,  Tavernes,  and  fuch  life-devouring  places, 
mP-^vklTfu-  to  prevent  or  elfe  extenuate  the  intollerable  horror  of 
' am,&fatiu*i  de-  their  eternail  paines  ? And  fhall  wee  then  fquander  a- 
liderio  laborat,  way,  we  care  not  how,  thofe  pretious  houres,  which 
prxfentiu  tx-  thefe,  which  wee  cur  felves  perchance  hereafter 
dio, Seneca  De  (though  now  we  P value  them  at  fo  low  a price , as  to  play 
^Nrur^'hu-  ^em^uite  away  for  nought)  would  willingly  repurchafe 


manis  in^cnijs  at  the  deareft  rate,  on  vaine  lafeivious  St  age-play  es, 
mile  confuiu-  toyes,  and  chiiditti  vanities,  as  if  we  were  created  only 
ic,  quas  plx- 

rumque  non  futura  fed  tranfa&.a  perpendimus.  Qu.  Curtins  Jib.%.  fefl. i.  pag.  541. 
Detcriori  Into  prams  quos  edidit  au&or,  Er  nihil  setherij  fparlit  per  membra  vi- 
®ori$.  Hi  pecudum  ricu  non  impendenna  vitant,  Nec  res  ante  vident,accepta 
cbdc  qoseruntur,  Et  ferd  tranfa&a  gemunt.  Claud, an  in  F.utrofmm  hb  i.pag.  S8. 
p Re  omnium  prxeiofi (lima  luditur.  Quia  Tub  oculis  non  venit,  ideo  viliiEma 
xftimatur,  imo  veto  nullum  pra?tium  ejus  eft«  Annua  congiaria  homines  elariflt- 
mi  accipiunt,  Sc  his  aut  laborem,  aut  operam,  aut  diligentiam  fuam  locant.  Ne- 
mo aeftimat  tempus  j uruntur  illo  laxius  quafi  gratuito.  At  eofdem  asgros  vide,  fi 
mortis  periculum  admotumeft  propius,  medicorum  genua  rangentes  : fi  metuimt 
.capitale  fuppliciun»,omnia  fua,ut  vivant  paratos  impendere,  Tantain  illis  difeordia 
rii&ttuum  eft.  Seme.  Ds  BmjYUa.cap.$ . . 
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to  play  and  follow  fports  (which  <1  Tally  and  other  Pa - * Neq; 

quite  deny)  and  yet  thinke  to  fcape  unpunifhed?  itaanaturagc 
Thofe  Piayes  and  Paftimes  therefore,  which  miferably 
wafte  and  eate  out  all  our  dayes,  which  rob  us  of  our  locUm  fafti  efl'c 
pretious  time  (ourchiefe,  ourv  oncly  treafure ,)  which  we  videamur , fed 
(hould  carefully  hufb  and  to  our  good:  Which  lacrilegioufly  aci  fcvericatcm 
defraud  our  God,  our  Country,  our  Soules,  our  Callings 
of  fundry  vacant  houres  which  Ihouid  be  fpent  upon  graviora  atque 
them,  mull  needs  be  evill  and  unlawful!  unto  Chrifti-  majorat  o fil- 
ms even  in  this  refped.  cyi  l.i . Op.Tom 

For  the  Minor,  f that  Stage-plajes  unavoidably  produce  lS.sccSf- 
etn  intolerable  mtfpence  of  much  pretious  time, &c.  it  is  mod 
apparant,  if  we  will  but  fummeup  allthofe  dayes,thofe  ^.$8.  ^ ’ 1 ' 
houres  which  are  vainely  fpent  in  the  componng,  con-  *Omnia,mi 
ning,  pradiling,  ading,  beholding  of  every  publike,  Lucili,aliena 
or  private  Stage- play.  How  many  golden  c dopes  and  funt  > 
houres , l might  fay  weekes,  nay  monexhs , and  / had  almefl  u 

fatd  whole  jeeres , doe  mo  ft  P lay -poets  (pend  in  contriving 5 pen-  rCl  umus  pUga- 
nmgy  policing  their  new- invented  PlayeSy  before  they  ripen  cisac  lubrirre 
them  for  the  Stage  ? W hen  thefe  their  Piayes  are  brought  poffeflione  na- 
unto  maturity, how  many  houres, e veilings, halfe-dayes,  tura  nos 
dayes,  and  lometimes  weekes , are  j pent  by  all  the  Attors  qu^iina^  nil/ 
(efpecially  in  folemne  academical!  Enteriudes)  incoppy . fac,  mi'LiJ 
**gy  conning,  in  pratttfing  their  parts,  before  they  are  ciii>vindica  tc 
ripe  for  publike  adion?  When  this  is  finiflied,  how  obi,  -&tempus 
many  men  are  vainely  occupied  for  fundry  dayes  (yea  ^f^ebnturnr^ 
femetime  s * jeeres)  together , in  building  Theaters , Stages,  f^^pjehamr,' 

aut  excidebat,  collide  & ferva.  Seneca  Epift.i,  f See  D.ReinoUs  Overthrow  of  Stage- 
playcs  p.io,to  z4.The  $.Blaft  of  Reuait  from  Piayes  & Theaters,  p.  66.  67.  & the 
other  Fathers,Councels,&  Authors  hereafter  quoted  'Nilintentatu  noftri  Iiquere 
Poet^:Nec  minimal  mervere  decus,&a.Si  no  ofFenderet  undquemqj  Poetaru  lima? 
Iabor,&  morruVos  6 Popilius  fanguis, carmen  reprathedite  quod  non  Malta  dies  & 
multa  litura  coercuit  atqj  Perfeftu  decies  no  calf  ieavit  ad  ung'te.Bona  pars  non  un- 
gues ponere curat, Non  barba:fecrcta  petit  locajbalnea  vitat«Nafcifcetur  enim  pra?- 
tiu  nomeq,  Poeta?,Si  tribus  Aaticyris  caput  infanabile  nunquaTofori  Lianocom** 
miferit,&c  UwatTDt  Mte  Peetp.^o6.  «*  See  Seneca , De  Brev.Virje.c.u.  Non  habent 
ifti  otiii  fed  mers^negotiu,Nam  de  illis  nemo  dubitabit,  quin  operese  nihil  ag~nt , 
qui  literaru  mutiliu  ffudijs  detinctur.Jfoic.i?.  * See  P/My,faar,Kift  l,?6.c  15  TcrtuL 
De  Spcclac.ci9.io,u.iix;y,Hift.Rom4l.4B.f<2«/«4,Annal.lj4.  Mex. ab  Alexandre. 

6.D,HacIpteh  Apologie.l.4.c.8/ed.z.3,4.  accordingly. 
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i Scenes  and  Scaffolds -t  in  making  theatricall  Pageants, 

! Apparitions,  Attires,  Vifars, Garments,  withiuch-like 
Svagc-appunenances,  tor  the  more  commodious  pom* 
pous  acting  and  adorning  of  tbefe  vaint-glorious  En- 
terludts?  When  all  things  requifice  for  the  publike 
perionating  of  theie  Playes  are  thus  exactly  accommo- 
r t t dated,  and  the  day  or  nigh  approcheth  when  the  fe  are 
to  beaded,  how  many  hundreds  of  * all  JW,vaineiy*  if 
n^^virq-pu-  not  Y ridiculoufly  fiend  whole  dayes,  whole  afternooncs- 
erque,  Spedar,  2nd  nights  oft-times,**  z attjrmg  themfelves  tn  their  nchefl 

6 cx  mas/ni  robes  $ in  providing  ieates  to  heare,  a to  fee , and  to  be 
V|r  q ,ytus..  !cene  °f others -pv  in  hearing, in  beholding  thefe  vain  lafci- 

vious  Stage -play  es,  ( which  la  ft  form  h three  or  fonre  houres 

7 loret  m ac  the  lead, yea fomettmes  whole  * dayes  and^ee^es  together, 

terns  rideret  & did (ome  Roman  Playes,  and  yet  feemc*  to  fhort  to  many, 
Democritus,  to  whom  a Lecture,  a Sermon,  a Prayer,  not  halfeib 
Spedare^p^opu-  long,  is  over-tedious : ) who  think?  themfelves  c well  sm - 

tienrus  ipfisj  P'07ed*Hthe  while  they  are  thus  wujltng  this  their  prettous 
Vt  libiprsben- ttme  (which  they  fcarce  know  howto  fpendj  upon  tbefe 
tem  mimo  fpe-  idle  Spectacles.  Adde  we  to  this,  that  all  our  common 
dacuh  pkira.  Attars  confume  not  onely  weekes  and  yeeres,  but  even 
Horat.Epiftl.i.  c thny  whole  lives, in  leai  ning,pradifing,or  ading  Playes, 
i Sic ruft^ce-  which  befides  nights  and  other  fcafons,  engrcfle  every 
lebres  cuhifli-  afternoone  aimoit  thorowout  the  yttre,  to  their  pecu- 
ma  f.emina  lu-  liar  fervice ; as  wee  fee  by  daily  experience  here  in 
Jos  : Copia  in- 
dicium Gepe  morata  meu*n  ell  Speditum  vemunt,veniuntfpedentur  ut  ipGe.  Ovid* 
De  Arte  Atnandi.  1.  r.  p.s^n.  See  Tertulhaitj  Tie  SpccUcuUi,  & Aft  5 . Scene  7 • before. 
a Nemo  in  fpedacufo  ineundo  pnus  copicat,  niti  vide  re  St  videri.  TertulluWj  De 
Speftacu’d  cap.  15 , * Quatuor  aut  plures  auisi  p:  smuntur  in  horas,  &c.  Herat. 
JLfiftJib.i.  £pifl.i.pag.i8$.  * See  Livy,  Rom.  Hift.  lib  41.  fed.io.  Ludi  per  de- 
cern dies  Tovi  optimo. Max. fadi.  lib.  31.  fed.y  1.  lib  30.  fed.  46.  lib. x 3.  fed.  30.  lib. 
IT  * fed.i.  lib. 40.  fed.?  i.SKf^w#  lulius.Czft.zg.  6 Horu  non ociofa  vita  dicenda 
eft,  fed  defidioU  occupatio.  Stneca,  De  Brevitate  Vita,  cap.  u,  4 Noftra  asta s 
prolapfa  ad  fibulas  &quxvis  mania,  non  modo  aures  & cor  proftituit  vamtati 
fed  oculorum  & aurium  volupcate  fuam  raulcet  defidiam,  luxuriant  accendit  con- 
quirens  undiq;  fcmenca  vitiorum.  loavnes  Sarcsburienfes3De  Nugis  Ctaia'ium  lib  t. 
cap.  8.  e Hiltriones  totam  fuam  vitam  ordinant  ad  ludcndum.  Aquinas  }{ccondd 
fecund*.  M>u*Jki6%.  Att.$. 
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i Ltnd»n ; where  thoufands  (pend  the  moitie  of  the  day, e ■'’£ c s‘el’j’cn. 
the  vveeke,  the  yeere  in  Play-houfes,  at  lealt-wife  far  0fg£des  The 
more  homes,  then  they  imploy  in  holy  duties,  or  in  3>  BiapT  0J 
their  lawfull  callings.  If  we  annex  to  this,  the  time  trait  from 
that  divers  wade  in  reading  Play-bookes,  which  iome  Phyes./  G.I  is 
make  their  chiefed  dudy,  preferring  them  before  the  ^e^arion  °£ 
Bible,  oral!  pious  Book. s,  on  which  they  feldome  fe- 
rioufly  cad  their  eyes ; together  with  the  mifpenttime  John  Field,  his 
which  the  difeourfes  of Piayes, either  1'ecne  or  read,oc-  Ded.u  tion  of 
cafon  : and  then  fumme  up  all  this  lod,  this  mifpent  Gods  ludge- 
time  together;  we  fhal!  ioone  diicerne,  we  mud  needs  ^ns 

acknowledge,  that  there  are  no  fuch  Helluoes,  fuch  f've. 

Canker- wormes,  fu:h  theevifh  Devourers  of  mens  nitur  qui  pecu- 
mod  facrcd  (yet  h undervalued)  time,  as  Stage-playes.  ninm  fur.mdb 
Hence  (foneihum  Cartbagienfe.  4 fan  88.  CcnciL  Aphrica-  v3£*ere  velir,vi- 
num.  Can.  28.  Cmctl.  Condanunopolitanum.  Can  66.  fie-  ia  yi*ulG<ujiCi> 
mens  Alexandrine  Radangr  ub  3.  cap  11.  Tertudtan  & aiftribuit  A- 
Cypnan,  ‘Lh  Spetlac  hi*  4*nohiM6.  7 adverf  Cjentes.  ftrifti  funt  in 

with  fundry  other  C*  mcefs, Fathers,  Authors  1 hereafter  continendo 
quoted,  complaine,  o;.  many  Lords-dayes , Holy-aayes s and  P'^imoniGjfi- 
(acred  Fe  finals  which  on  A;t  to  have  beene-fpent  m ho?y  exer-  rjs  \-iftmVvcn- 
cif  s of  k eltgion,  and  Gods  more  fpecutt  fervice,  together  with  turn  eft,  profu- 
7hMrh  other  prccioru  time  nhtcb  mens  particular  callings  did  liftimi  in  eo 
require,™  a*  (pent  in'afting  and  beholding  Stage-playes:  Hence  cl3jHS  unhis  ho- 
Phtlo  luddm,  De  Agriculturadtb.  pag, 2 7 1. 2 7 2. with  much 
griefe  laments  : k That  many  thoufands  of  people  thorowout  ^rcv^t^Ua  c \ 
the  world)  be fotted  with  the  delight  of  Stage-playes,  did  with  b Quid  needle 
greedy  eyes  and  eares  fiocke  together  to  Theaters , to  behold  the  h bes  nmkterc 

effeminate  ct (lures  and  motions  of  S ace- player r * neolcUina  m tempora  tant.?, 

• . f / 6 p:rdere  ta nta 

lucra?  nihil  praeciofius  tempore,  fed  heu  nihil  hodie  vilius  asftimatur.  Tranfeunt 
diesfalutis&  nemo  reccojt?t, nemo  f.bi  non  reditura  momenta  peiijfle  caufatur. 
Bemirdi.DeclamatiffJtcs.Co,.ioij.L.M  * See  Scene  12. & Aft  7.  See#  3 4 where  their 
words  are  re  ued.  k Qtudemm  alidd  creaim  s auotidic  per  totum  erbem,  tet 
millii  fpeft^tomm  in  1 heatris  contranere.  Homines  enim  vifti  fpcftaculorum  Sc 
fabubrumeupidine  tnfrenes  turn  ocuhs,  turn aun bus  confeftmiur  cythariftss  cy- 
thnraedofque.  Pixrerea  fait  itoribus  cjeterifqtie  mimis  inhiant  .propter  geftis  mo- 
tufa;  eflfaeminatos : atqjita  faftiones  Fheatricas  inft.  urar.t,ferun  cseterarnm  reru 
privitmim  publicarumque,  totatn  vitam  in  huiufmodi  fpeftaculis  cemerentes- 
miferi.  Ibncm ♦ 
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the  meane  time  the  pubhke  welfare , and  thetr  owne  private 
1 Sant  Civita-  efl*,ei,a”dmifer*blj  waftfHgthetr  Itvet  in  thefe  vatr.c  Spella- 
tes  non  null. E eles.  Hence  Baft!,  Hexaemeron.  Wcm^.informcs  US:  1 That 
aux  mulcis  va-  there  are  certain  dittos  ,which  feed  i heir  eyes  and  tares  front 
ljLjue  prxfti-  morningto  night %with  many  vartoui  Spettacles,  and  witheffe - 


dicuh^ndca  ™matc  *morotis  lafcivtms  Sengs  and  Enter  fades,  engendrtng 


primo  diluculo  *n  excefe  °f  lttfls  within  their  fettles , in  hearing  of  which  their 
ad  j'pfum  ufque  never  fatis fled.  And  fuch  people  as  thefe  ('writes 


ca»Iu  advefpe-  he)  many  call  exceeding  happy,  becaufe  nc glebing  and 
rafeens  fuos  A * -r  1 r - 1 1 • ■ • 


. felting  afide  the  care  of  government  ymercbandiz.ej  heir  trades, 
Sus^fr iftofouc  an^  ^ Ct^er  tw^G)mems  whereby  they  may  get  their  living ; 
qaofdim  oni-  fPe **d  the  time  of  life  alotted  to  them  with  exceeding  idle - 

>iino  & corrup*  nejfe  and  pleafure.  Hence  Na^enz^en,  De  Reft  a Educations 
*os  cantus  ni-  ad  Selucum.  pag.\c6  3.1064.  & Chryfoflome ♦ Horn,  1 y.21. 


nuamui  ani-  z'.Ay  62.  AdPopulnm  Antioch . Horn, 6.  7.  38.  & 69.  in 


Iibidmemfre-S  zd%fatth.&  Horn,  qi.in  Atla  Apoftolorum  ; relate, m that 
4'iennflimc  *he  Flay  houfe  there  is  a Ioffe  of  time,  a fuperfluous  confump- 
audiences,  non  tton  of  day  es  ; n where  men  rrafle  whole  dayes  in  ridiculous  and 


Jatianair.  Atq;  pernicious  pie  afar  es.  And  withail  0 they  much  complains; 

r.vrfrE ??)!._?  that  many  people  leavingthe  Church  did  flocke  by  troepes  to 


be  at  os  Tfl'/di-  Play-houfes,  befiowing  that  time  upon  the  DeviH,  which  they 


did  flocke  by  troepes 


cunt 


,propterea  fhould  have  dedicated  unto  Cod;  Hence  Augufline,  P De 


quodioro,mcr-  Decern  Chords,  hb.c.y  & De  Civit.  Dei. lib , 2 .c.  4.  to  23, 
>•  irura,artibiis,  Salvian^'Ds  Gubernattone  <Z ^ei.lw.6.  Cymllus  Alexandrinus 
«*otijs  omnind  **  hoannts  Evangel  turn.  lib.  8.^.5.  Leo.  1.  Sermo  in  Gflava 
comparand!  vi°  Petrisap.i.fol.  165.  S.  Afierius , Hormlia.  m Fe- 

&us  czwGfah-  ftHm  Kalendamm.  Tibi.  Pairum.  Tom.  q..pag.yo$.  70 6. 
cundis  negle-  D am  a fee  n Parallelorum.ltb.  3 . cap  .47 . / oanms  Sarefburtenfts , 
chs  atquepoft.  De  Nugis  Curiaitum.  lib.  1.  cap.y. 8.  with  other  Fathers, 
cumono™™°  Pa^e  Sentence  againft  Stage-play  es,  as  chief e confumers  of 

luptateq;  vitae  tempus  inftitutum  fibi  perducunt,&c4  Bafil.  Uexdim.Hom.^.  Vamafeeu. 
Parallel  Lb-l-tap-H.  m In  Theatro  omnia  contraria  : temporis  impcndiu/upcrflua 
dierurn  confu:nptio,&c.  Cbryfoft.Hom.^z,  in  A&a  Apoft.  & Hom£\.  adPopAntiocbJctn. 
S.Col.tn.A.  sy*  Tom.^.Col.^7 .A.  n Totam  prorfus  diem  in  tamridicula  atq;  eti- 
«un  perniciofa  voluptate  confumitis«&c.  Horn. 6 in  Mattb.  TmzXol.  $ 0 Chryfofi . 

Hom.$.De  Vavide & ^/c.Hom.^n Matth.fic  Ho.  1 5.&  z 3 .ad  Populu  Antioch.  See 
here  Scene  4.&  1 x-  P Vacare  volunt  ad  nugas  atq;  luxurias  fuas.Melius  enim  faceret 
lud^us  in  agro  f«o  aliquid  utile, qua  tota  die  in  Theatro  feditiofus  exifteret.  ibid. 

* much 
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* much  pretious  time, which  fhould  be  expended  upon  bet-  *Oftavius  Spe- 
ter  things, as  their  words  hereafter  quoted.  Scene  3.4. 5.  ttacalo  pinn- 
ed 12.  more  fully  evidence.Hence  divers  Pagan  Authors;  m,1s  koras3ah- 
as  Ctcero3Pro  L . Mur ana pro  Sexto  Oralto.Epifl.lib.y.  ad  ad^rnt'05 
tJHarium  Eptfi . 1 o.&  De  Legtburf  I .&  2 .Seneca, De  Brsv . suttony  Ottavi- 
Tita.cap.  12.13.  7-  &75'  & **  Naturalium . Quafl.  us.fcft.4U 

hb.y.c.^2.  f orneltus  Tacitus , * Annalium.  lib.h\.fett^.  9 Quis  Philo-^ 
Suetonij  Nero.  Jett. 2 3 - d*  Caligula,  fett . 1 8.  < Jllarcus  Au - 
rW/a/.  Eptfl.  1 2.  to  Lambert.  Ammianus  MarceUtKus.hb.lZ.  cititudiun^iml 
10.  Horace , D*  y4?r<?  Toetica . ltb<  together  with  cum  ludi  mter- 
b SctpiorNafica)  that  famous  Roman,  have  much  condem - calantur,cum 
Stage-playes,  becaufe  they  rvafle  many  pretious  houres  ?bquis  plu^ius 
which  (bould  be  improved  to  more  mighty  ufes.  And  for  £^e^eS 
this  very  reafon  among  fundry  others,7V/r4r£6<i  D*  fo-  [lcet,&c.  ibid, 
medio  Vtr.  Fortune,  hb.  1 . Dialog . 30.  T*olydor  Virgil.  De  » Popuius  fi 
Invent.  Rerum.  lib.  5 . r.2.  Agrtfpa  De  Sanitate  Sctentiarum.  confederet  the- 
cap.^p.M  Gualther.Hom.il.  in  Nahum.  (farolus  Sigonius  3tro  totes  dies 
De  Occident  alt  Imperio.  lib . I . p.  32*  Ioann  is  Langhecrucius , 

De  V it  a zjy  Hone (l  ate  Eccleflafltcorum.  l.2.c.  1 1 .1  2 . 2 I . M.  b Augnjlinc,  De 
Northbrook?,  M.Goffon,  M.  Stubs 3 D.  Rein  olds,  Mariana  & Civu.  Dei.i.i, 
Brtffontus , in  their  Booties  and  Treatifes  againfl  Stage-playes.  c $ 1 • l t-Dvy, 

T he  3.  Blafl  of  Tetrad  from  Playes  and  Theaters. pag.6 6.  , 

6 7.  John  Field  in  bis  Declaration  of  Gods  Judgement  at  Pa-  ^ CMax^tu* 
rts  Garden.  G eorge  Whet fl  on,  tn  his  Mirror  for  Magiftrates  1.2.  cAcutro- 
of  Citties.pag.  24.  Bulengerus,  De  Circo,&c.pag.  81  .to  SS.  pms.  Rcnim. 

& 16  J.  168.  /.  G%  in  his  Refutationof  the  Apologie  for  A-  Rom.l.4.  p.43. 
ttors.  A Jhort  T r eat ife againfl  Stage-playes.  Anno  1625.  M.  ° ^1^r,OIles 
Bolton  w bis  Dtfcourfe  of  true  Happmeffe.  pag.  74.  75.  To  confemVo- 
omit  all  others  which  Lfhdlname  *hereafter,havecen-r  pheta,nonmo- 
fured  and  reje&ed  Stage-playes,  (in  the  hearing,  rea-  do  propter 
ding,  and  beholding,  of  which,  many  fpend  whole  m»hitudincm, 
dayes,  whole  weekes,  whole  yeeres)  as  the  over-prodtgali  t Potius  „ 
devour  ers  of  much  peer  eleffe  time , which  they  mofl  imurioufly  Sm7&§|u6d 
fie  ale  from  God,  from  men,  and  from  the  Common-weak,  frugesconfu- 

...  . , . , , mere  nati,  ni* 

nil  mterea  raemnr  cpiad  honeftum  fie,  vel  ad  publicam  utilitatem  aliquid  confe-> 

xzx&c.  fbidm.  * Sec  Scene  II.  & Aa  7.  Scene 4.5, 6. 


ignavia  conn- 
nuarerj&c/wi 
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p 1 Since  therefore  ottritvesare  A exceeding fhort  and  momenta. 

j rl'P°fttng  arvaJ  with  Winged  (peed  ; our  time  fo  c fret tons; 

law^iii.cir-  t^ie  duties  of  our  gene  rail,  our  particular  callings  ( which 
cumcifi  6c  brc-  m*J  i not  be  omitted  for  feare  the  'Devillfinde  (if  idle , and  fo 
vis  hommis  tempt  us  unto  (inne)almoft  infinite, wei,  able  to  engroflfe 
riw'Tffhb12  evena^  ourvacant  boures  ; the  mifpence,  the  hfjc of time 
Epijty  Vita?4  *^S  dangerous,  fo  perntetsut : the  grand  account  rve  h muff 
hups  priaci'pi-  fh$rtty  render  of  all  the  til- /pent  minutes  of  our  lives  before  the 
um  mortis  ex-  Barre  ef  Gods  Tribunallffocertaine^  jo  terrible  and  inevitable y 
ordium  eft,ncc  thele  time-devouring  Stage-playes,  which  ltncroach  fo 
auc*eri  farre>  I9  defpcratelj)  fo  Hntver fully  upon  the  lives  of  many 

ouam  minui.  Ce(Pcc^a^y  in  this  our  great  Metrapolis  where  they  are 
Cui  Ci  aiiquid  daily  affed  and  frequented,)  mult  certaineTy  be  execra- 
adi-jatur  ipacij  bie,  finfuli,  and  pernicious  unto  ChrilKans,  (wbofhould 
temporalis,  k redeeme  their  fere-paft  time  which  tearesi  which  they  have 
cedi uj t m a n e " &ent  in  ^afCiVl0US  carnAU  tolhtj)  even  in  regaid  of  this- 
at, fed  ad  hoc"  m°ft  v^e  cffctft,  which  iffuesalwayes  from  them, 
tranfitut  pere- 

at«  Profper  Aquit.  T>e  facet  Gentium  fib. i.  cap. n * Nihil  pr^trofius  tempore,  Srr. 
nardi.  Dedair.at . Col.  ioii.L.  M.  f Faciro  aliquid  eperis  uc  Temper  tc  Di:boius 
inveniat  occupautm.  Ope  r is  labor  fufripiatur,  non  tam  propter  vi^us  neceflita- 
tem,  quam  propter  anims  falutem.  Hic7om.rpiJl.^.  cap.  p Z Non  exi^uim 
trimentum  eft  vel  horae unius.Et  una  hora  t otitis  vi  tie  porno  eft.  Amhro[ S ift  Is') 
Epifl. ij.  h * Cor, 5.10,1 1.  2,  Thef.  1. 7,8,9.  » Inde  fit  ut  raro  q»i  le 
beaturn  Dicat,  & exa«fto  contentus  tempore  vit^  Cedat,  uti  ccnviva  Tatar,  i eperire 
queamus4  Herat.  Strm.lib.i, Satyr  1,  k Tempus  quippe  redimnr.us  quar.dd  ante- 
avftamvitam  quam  laTciviendo  perdidimus,  flendo  repa^rmus , Grg  Mag, &lvral. 
lib.  5.  cap.  28. 


THefecond  confequent  or  efrett  of  Stage-playes;  is 
a prodigall,  finfuli,  vaine  expence  of  money,  which 
fnould  be  more  profitably,  more  charitably  disburfed, 
then  in  fupporting  Playes  er  Players.  From  whence  I 

argue 
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argue  in  the  28.  place  5 thus. 

That  which  aiwayes  neceflarily  occafions  a prodi-  *satiat  pnetc. 
gall  vaine  txpence  of  mony  or  eftate,  which  rea&  inebriat 
lhould  be  well  itnplbycd,  is  certaiuely  finfull  and  inftriones  mi- 
unlaw  full  unto  Chriifians.  mos,turpifti- 

But  this  doe  .Stagc-playes,  and  * common  Aftors.  ^oiqj  & vamf- 
therefore  they  are  certamely  finfull  and  unlawful;  r“°VpMpere* 
unto  Chriftians.  Ecclefiae  fame 

The  Major  cannot  be  gainfaid,  becaufe  prodigally  and  diferuriati  in- 
ix'e  expence  of  mony , is  a finney  as  the 1 Scriptures , m fathers,  ■Prernr  .Agobar- 
with  f undi  y n Pagan  Authors  have  determined:  and  that 
in  two  refpedb.  ‘Firft,  becaufe  it  abufeth,  it  perverteth  ZZwtEu'l 7- 
Gods  good  creatures  to  an  unlawful!  end,  by  ° mfpend-  rat-Tom. 
ivgthem  upon  carnall  yieafures,  luflttand  vaine  fantaftique  g.parsi.p.Co^H 
humours ; when  as  they  lhould  be  imployedto  p Cjods  glo-  * ‘fay  S 5- 
ry,  our  owne  and H others  good.  Secondly,  becaufe  it  T robs  Prov.zi.io.c* 
the poore of  that  bountifuli  charitable  rcltcfe,  which  e/fe  they 
fhculd  receive  from  that  fuperfluity  of  wealth  which  Prodigals  zi.c.zV^Xu. 
confums  : The  c m ane  end  why  God  beftowes  abundance  of  3 5.1 

earthly  riches  upon  fame  men  more  then  others  Jbetno  onelj  thu;  Rom.i  3.13.34* 

J r J Gal.  y.  21. 

Ezech.t6.49 -Ephcf,  5 .18. Phil, 3 .18,1 9.1am  $.y*iP^  t.4.3:4,y.  z PcM.13.Iude  4. 
iz  1 3 .Rev. i8.6-,9.  m Clemens  AlexandlPxdxg.Lx.c.n.Lalianim,  DeVero  Cultu.c. 
t 7.simbrof.  De  Ofticijs  l.z  c.2  .Bafil.  Sermon,  in  Diyites  & Avar  os.  2\(a-%ex^en.Cygm 
naporusja.Carm.lib  p.io $6. j hcophylalt  & Bedam  Luc.i  5 .n  Plato  De  Repub. Dialog* 
8.p<66y.^r$flC&thicJ.4.c.i.  C/erfcfDeOificHS  lib  i.Tlutanbj  De  V itando.  Aire 
al  i e n o.  1 i b v«m'*S  aty r A.JEsiz x Gazx i.TheopbraJhu  apud  Philonem  Iudxum^ag. 
1470.  0 Iam.4. 2,3  Xuk.i  5*13314,  9.P  Prov.3  9,^  EcpleCi  i.i.Luk.  1 9.8.  il  <m0 
e>.i7,i8,i9.Pfl<4i  1 Prov.19.1 7.Heb.i  5.16  Luk.  1 2,  33.  * Quid  peculator  ? I lie 
qui  aufert  aliena  Non  tu peculator /tun  ea  quit  ad  difpcnfitndiun  diftribuendumq; 
reciperisjtibi  propria  facis  ? Num  qui  v<ftem  di*  ipueiic  fpoliator  nominabitur,  qui 
aucem  nudum  non  texerit,  modo  poflir,  alterius  cujufdam  nominis  appellations 
dignus  erit?  Bafil  jnDivitcs& ^varos.Serwoa . i Deut  1^7 .10  ig.  Iob31.16.ta 
13. 1 Tim. 6. 17,1  8.19.  z Cor. 9. i .to  14.  Afls  11*  29,50.  Cur  tu  dives,  ille  pan-  ~ 
per  ? Profe&onon  obaliam  ciufam,nih  ut  tu  benignicatis  ac  fidelis  adminiftrati- 
oms  praemium  accipi  .s,ille  veropatientiae  maxima  merccdc  honoretur.  Efurientis 
eft  panis  quern  tu  retinesj  nudi  eft  vefti ; quam  tu  area cuftodrs-  ;difc  lceati  calceus 
qui  apod  te  marceftitjeger.tis  argentu  quod  tu  in  terram  defodis.  Deniqj  tot  rfFers 
hominibusiniurias,quot  deferis  cum  juvare  poftis.  Dei  minifter  fa&us  es,tuorum 
difpenfator  confervorum.  Nec  puta  omnia  tuo  ventri  praepmari:  qux  in  manibus 
babes  ut  aliena  emftima .Bafil  Magjn  Dwites  & Avm,Scrmo  1.  vid.Jbidom. 
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that  their  faper- abundant  plenty ,might  fapplythe  wants  ofo- 
tberJ : not  fed  thetr  owns  excejfive  luftsy  as  Play^haunters 
for  the  molt  part  doe. 

The  Minor  (that  Stage-playes  alwayes  neceflarily  oc- 
cafion  much  prodigall  expence,  which  might  be  better 

* imployed;)  is  moft  apparant,  not  onefy  by  that  o fOvtd, 

* Lilji!  Rom  * ludorttm  famptm  Augufte  tuorum-Empta  tibi  magno 

Hift.l^o . ft’fi.  talus  mnlta  leges . Quodct2  minus  prodeft  pana  eft  lucrofa  Poetay 
444f.P/i».Nat.  Jantaque  non  parvocrtmtna  prator  tmtt ; but  like  wife  by 
H1ftJ.56.cj  5.  the  Records  and  Hiftories  of  former  ages.  It  is  ftoried 
Dcif^c\Cl\*  °f  t^e  C > thrtthe  famines  ofmony  the j difburfed  in 

c 1 1'  Id?cI  ereUin£  Theater 'ft*  fitting  forth  Stage-playes,  and  fach  like 
fenfu  BvangJ.i  pxbfoke  Spettaclesy  did  annually  amount  to  more  then  their  ex - 
.c-i}.Salvm3 Oe  pences  on  their  Warresy  or  Fortifications : in  fo  much  that  the 
Guber,Dei.l,6.  charge  of  them  at  laft  grew  altogether  tnt  oiler  able , not  onely  to 
1 fi^Sto*  ^ome  a t0  her  Confederates \ andforraigne  Trtbu- 

tffmj  Tiber’’ in  tarl  provinces ; who  were  much  oppre{fedi  much  impoverished 

rcd.5  .47  Cali-  h reafin  of  the  excejfive  charge  of  <Tlayes)andpub/fe  Sherves, 
gu/d.fefi.t 8.zi.  a towards  which  they  were  Contributors.  Jt  is  rcgiflred  of 
Afcr0.fcfi.x1.t1,  the  K Athenians , that  their  very  pubhke  Stage-playes . (matiu 
Vfo*  /Zf  &fcfi  tawed  at  the  republics  coft  J dtd fo  exbauft  their  common  trea - 
1 9 Petrarch  De  fHrs>  at  ^aft  t^eJ  ^ftno  mon) tn  tbeitr  Exchequer  to  rigge 
Rcmed.  Vtr.  their  Ships 9 to  fet  forth  their  Navy , or  to  defend  their  Coun - 

Fortunx.i.i*  try : in  fo  much  that  their  enemies  laying  hold  on  thss  their  pe- 
Dial.  5 o.  Opme-  nmy y prevailed  much  again  ft  them.  Whence  they  were  not  un- 
<r^?D°S  tuft ly  taxed  by  a Lacedemomanyfor  V wafting  fer ions  things  on 
wels  Apolosk.  Efortsy  afJd  lavtjhing  out  the  provifion , the  fapplies  of  great  Na~ 
l.4.c.8,fcfi.3.4.  vies  and  Armies yspon  Playesand  Theaters,  It  is  recorded 
u Livy.  Rom . of  d i vers  Roman  Emperoursy  (as  * Caligula , Claudius yNeroy 
Hift.Lj.fefi.1. 

1.7.fefi«i-3  J-i°  fcfi.25  'L40Jefi.14.if.ta/vMtf.De  Gub  Dei  1.6  p.i<p8  199.  * Plu- 
tarcb.Dc  Gloria  Athenienftu.lib.T^ci^.Hift.L^  .p.477  J«/^i«.Hift. 1.6. c^.%j.Rhod. 
Antiqu.Lefi.  1.8. c.9.  y Pes  ferias  in  ludu  impendences.,  & magnarum  claffium  Sc 
exercituu  comeatum  in  Theatru  prodigent ts  ,Plutarch.De  Gloria  Atbenicnfm.lib  % See 
Sue  tony  CaligulaXz&,i$  2i.7^r#.fefi,ii.i  ijio  .to  z6,&  lo.VeJpatianM.ied-ly  .Vomi- 
tianM. fefi.4  Heredian.tlift.l.i .luly  Capito'imAntoniu4piu5.p.$S.  Ejufdem  Verus.p.  67. 
68,69  Ba'b'mm-p.  3 o i .Trcbclhj  Pollionis  Galieni  duo.  p.  306. 509,  3 10, 

316Jdem.De  Ingenuo  p.$z7.Flavy  Vopifci  Camus.p.  447. 44.9.  CaJJiodoriu  Variorum, 
L3.Epift.50-/MWW  SaUiburienftSyOc.  NugisCurialiurr..Li.c.7*8.&  1.8. c.7. 
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Vcrns,  fJM aximinm , Balbinus,  (fartnus,  and  ethers ) who 
are  therefore  ccn fared  by  their  oivne  fhftortans  • that  they  fferit 
a great  fart  ef  their  Revenues  upon  Playes  and  common  A - 
Eton,  who  received  annual/  P cnjicns  from  them , befides  other 
Boones  and  Gratuities  : which  pubjike  Stipends  and'Dona-  * Suetony  Yibe- 
tions,  a Tiber  nos,  <*JZ1arcm  Antomm  the  P bilo fopher,  *1)10-  cl'^ 

clef  an,  Alexander  Sever  us , with  other  Roman  Emperows  ^fi^a^ArdmC 
did  curtate,  or  totally  withdraw,  as  over-chargeable  to  their  yA  vbtlofophut  p. 
Exchequers,  which  they  dfd  much  exbauft,  Ne  t to  relate  48,57. 
the  prodigall  expences  efthe  Roman  State  in  generally  Tofifci  carinw, 
or  of  b fame  of  their  Magistrates,  or  Editors  of  Playes  in  Y^9-^hj  La- 
particular,  who  prodigally  (pent  their  whole  eftate  in  celebrating  218 ^.Opmcr'^' 
Playes  to  the  honour  of  their  Jdols,  or  to  gaine  the  acclamati-  Chronogr,  p. 
ons  of  the  vulgar  crew , who  were  much  delighted  with  theatre - »86.i  8 j.Balen- 
call  and  gladiator y Enter  ludes  • of  which  there  are  fur  dry  pre-  S^ftSiDc  Thea- 
cedents,  wherein  I might  expatiate:  I fhail  relate  the  b^'^Q0, 
itimme  of  all  in  the  words  of  S.  dugujhnc,  who  com-  van0j  £>c  ^ru“ 
plaines ; c that  even  in  his  time,  and  before,  more  was  given  fpiCu  refponfis. 
to  Stage-players,  for  Juperflucus  plsafure,  then  was  dtfburfed  in  p. 524.516,517 
the  ftcond  Punicke  wane  upon  the  Roman  Legions  for  the  pub-  1,1  fifonem^  O- 
l*ke  fafety,  which  was  then  indangered:  with  which  the  pa-  ^oTlho^lxfo 
theticail  fpeech  ofSalvianyio  this  pnrpofe5well  accords.  Cx;ti0«p.' <55%. 
* Informer  time  (laith  he)  when  every  Part  of  the  Roman  559,560,56^ 
Empire  flour  fbed,  the  Common-weals  after  a fort,  did  fe  eke  r^a.Pr  oL.Mh- 

tana.  Oratie.p, 

/ 6 3. In  CatilinAm.Oiiuo.i.  p,45 1.  Pbi/ip.Oratio  1 p 638.  De  Divinatione.  l.j.pjig. 
5 57-Iiz73RoTs.Hift.!,2/e6t.^6 .Di^j^,H.illicarnaf. Antiq.Rorn.  1.7,  feft.^.  beet 
before, & Arnbrofcft^A ^.Tom.j  .'p.q^.EukngeYMifieCiras  Romanis.&cap.i.i.c.4f. 
4 t.p.163.  1 64,165.8c  De  Theatro.l.i  c.n.p  X42.24$.«  Eos  modo  vix feramus,qtr£- 
do  pro  fuperflua  volupnte  plura  donaturhi{trionibus,quarn  tunc  legionibus  pro  ex- 
trema falute  collata  (imt  De  Qhj.DtuUi  ,oi<?.dTunc  enim  Integra  Romani  erbis  me- 
bra  floreb.-.nt^angufta  effe  horrea  piiblicaopesfeccrant,  cunftaru  urbiu  cives  ciivitijs 
aedebeijs  ffluebant.  Vixpoterat  religionis  auftoritas  inter  tanta  reru  exuberanua 
moiu  enere rr.enfura,Pafcebantur  tunc quide paflim  mlocis  plurimis  au&cres  tur- 
piu voluptatu.fed  pl?m  ac  referta  erat  omnia.Nemo  reipuKfumptus  ccgitabar,nemo 
difpendia3quia  non  fentiebmtur  expenfa.Qaaercb^tquodamodo  lpfa  Refpufclica  ubi 
pcrderct  quod  penitus  poffet  vixrecipere ; & ideo  cumulus  divitiaru,  qm  i;.m  fere 
modu  exccffent,  etia  in  res  nugatorias  redudabat.  Nunc  aircm  quid  dici  poteft? 
Recefferunta  nobis  copiae  veteres,receflerur.t  p~iorum  temporum  facuJtatcs.Miferi 
iamfumus,&nec  dum  nugaceseffe  ccRzmus ,Salvi(W%T>e  Cub  Dci.l.6.p.  101.202. 
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where  and  how  to  wafte  her  wealth , having  almcft  no  place  tv 
keepe  it.  And  therefore  heaps*  of  trea fare, w el-nigh  above  me4~ 
fur  sowers  confumcd  upon  vaine  Enter  ludes * But  now  what  can 
be  faid  ? Our  old  abundance  is  departed  from  m • gone  is  the 
« Locaenim  & wealth  of  former  times  ; poore  are  we  now,  and  yet  we  ceafe  not 
habitacula  tur-  to  be  vaine*  c PUy-houfes,the  places  and  habitations  of  fil- 
ored^dha^  thi*tjfe%  are  yet  /banding,  becaufe  in  them  all  impure  things 
funt3  quia  i££jc  were  formerly  atted:  but  yet  new  in  many  places  Playes  thent- 
impura  omnia  / elves  are  not  fo  frequent!)  aBcdfiecaufe  the  mifirjy  the  pover - 
prius  ada  Time:  tj  of  the  time  wtH  not  permit  it . So-  that  it  was  from  mens  im~ 
nunc  autem  In-  piety  that  Playes  were  ailed tn  times  paft  \ and  it  is  onely  from 
nonY^untur^  nece/fitJ  that  they  are  not  aided  new*  For  the  poverty  of 
quia  agi  iam  the  Exchequer,  and  the  be gger line ffe  of  the  Roman  Treafury 
pras  miferia  permit  not  now,  that  any  prodigall  expenfes  (hould  be  every 
temp oris  atqy  where  lavifbed  out  upon  fuch  nugatory  trifles*  Although  as 
v jet  much  is  ft  ill  loft,  and  c aft  as  it  were  into  the  dirt;  yet  no* 
quo  J prius  naa  fi>  much  can  be  now  con  fumed,  becaufe  there  is  not  much 

eft,Yitio(itatis  to  /pend.  { And  yet  fuch  is  our  un fat  table  de/ire  ofmoft  filthy 
fu  it;  quod  nunc  pie  a fur  e,  that  verily , we  could  wi/h  that  we  had  more,  for  this 
non  agitur,ne-  0nely  purpofe , that  we  might  convert  more  into  this  mireoffil- 
rnk^Tcnmi^”  t^eJfe*  ?eay  ^oe  vsr)  x^tng lt 'fclfe  [hewes  how  much  we  would 
fifei,  & meiidi-  Pr°digaHy  con  fume  on  St  age-play  es  if  we  were  rich,  when  as  we 
citas  Romani  waft c fo  much  upon  them  being  poore.  For  this  is  the  blemift? 
aerarij  no  Cnit,  and  mifery  of  our  prefent  condition,  that  although  through  our 
ut  ubiq;  in  res  poverty  we  cannot,  notwithftandmg  through  our  vitioufneffe , we 
dic^profun-1"  mti^Jet  fpendmore.  Which  may  as  truely  be  predicated 
dijtur expend.  oftheEnglilh  Play -haunters  now,  as  of  the  Romans 
Pereant  adhuc  then.  By  all  thefe  teflimonies  wee  may  evidently 
qnalibet  muU  difeerne,  how  prodigally  expeniive  thefe  Playes  and 
ta,6t  quafi  in  payers  were  wnto  the  ancient  Romans,  both  in  their 
an^ur^ed^n^e"  wea^c^  and^overty.  The  expences  tn  fitting  forth  pub - 

perire  iam  tanta  non  queunt,quia  non  funt  tanta  quge  pwemt.?bldem.p.i9%.  f Nam 
quantum  ad  votum  noftrae  Hbidinis  atque  impuriilimae  vo!upmis,optaremus  pro- 
fedo  vel  ad  hoc  tantummodo  plus  habere,  ut  peffemus  in  hoc  turpitudinis  lutum 
p.lura  convertere.  Et  res  probat  quanta  prodigere  veliemus,  ft  opulenti  eflemus  ac 
fplendidi,  cum  prodigamus  tanta  mendici,  Ea  eft  cnim  labes  prsefentium  tnorum 
atque  perditio,ut  cum  iam  non  habeat  paupertas  quod  poftit  perdere,  adhuc  tamen 
v4it.vitio(iiasplus  penre.  Ibidem ,wg.ip8 .19 9. 
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'ke  PI ajit aadEnterludes beiagfo  exccjjive,  that  they  could 
hardly  be  undergone  by  any  but  the  Emperour,  as  * Cafar  Bu-  * De  Theatm 
lengerustefiifieth . And  if  they  were  fiich  to  the  very  rich-  hi.  c.  11^.242. 
eft  Common-weales  and  Monarches,  how  much  more  gJ-cg2thiiclo- 
intollerably  expenfive,  thinke  you,  were  they  to  pri-  rliia^em^coo 
vate  perfons  ? s Flavius  Vopifcus  reports,  of  Julius  tjMef-  hbere  culpai-e° 
ftlU]  that  he  fpent  his  whole  Patrimony  upon  Stage- players,  audeo : ilic  e- 
leaving  nought  unto  his  Heines  : and  that  he  gave  his  Mothers  nim  patrimo- 
Coate  unto  a Woman- Attor^  and  Ins  fathers  Cloke  to  a ?l*^Ut^ceiV^s 
P layer,  for  which  he  liberally  taxeth  him.  h Nicolaus  and  husabnc?  avic  - 
1 ts4thenans  record  of  Sylta,  the  'Roman  Captaine , that  he  matris  tunicam 
was  fi  adttted  to  Playes>  ( he  being  much  enamored  with  in  at-  dedk  roimae, 
crotifi  (ports,)  that  he  gave  them  many  acres  of  ground,  out  oj  bcerna  patris, 
the  Republics  revenues.  To  which  I may  adde  that  of 
* Aeltns  Lamps idias,  who  writes  cf  ('em modus  Antoninus  • ^ ^ sTe  p 
that  he  deminifhed  his  Treafury  by  prodigall  expenfes  upon  h Hiftoriaium, 
Stage-play es ; and  that  he  added  many  Cirque  playes  rather  lib.  17. 
out  ofluft , then  eat  of  religion , that  fo  he  might  enrich  the  * Di^nof.Iib.'6. 
tJMajlers  of  t ho fe factions.  Gregory  Naz.tenz.en  informes  ^vcaVlioscrn 
US ; k that  Stage-playes  and  H or  fe -races  doe  mamfefily  tm - ncs  pardfTimus 
poverip;  mens  e fates,  How  many  families  (writes  he ) have  fait,  quod  lnx- 
they  fodainely  over-turned  ? how  many  rich  men  have  they  en-  v.rise  fumptibus 
forced  to  bsgge  their  bread  f how  many  (fitttes  living  peaceably  a^anu  minuc- 
among  them  [elves,  have  they  utterly  overt  hr  owne  l 1 See ft  thou  ^{.Js^cklidk 
not  feme  men  (writes  S.  Bapl)  prodigally  con  fuming  their  mo-  ex  fibidme  po- 
ry  in  cPUy-houfes  Ppm  Tumblers  and  Stage-players  , wh:ch  tins  quam  reli- 
every  one  [con'd  abhor  to  behold , to  gaine  [owe  moment  any  ho-  gione3&  ut  ho- 
nour, And  a lit  tie  popular  appUufe  ? It  is  (quoth  m Arnobtus ) ™inos  ^iC”u 
an  inexpiable  fune,  that gifts  and flf pends  are  alowed  and  ap- 

k Quapropter  manifefto  patet3fcenicoru&  equeftriu  certaminu  fpecftacuhi  mera  c- 
rimoru  ifle  pcrniciem, corpora  purna,ac  prxter  hasecertiflimu  facultatum  detriir.c- 
tum.Quot  enim  famiiias  fubitoproftravit ? Quot  homines  cpulentos  coegit  cibiim 
mendkarc?Quoturbcs  prius  fumma  inter  fe  amicitia  conjunftos,  funditus  ever  tit  5 
JldSelucH-Vc  Refill Educat.p.106  *.1064.  1 Nor.ne  videsquofdam  in  Theatris  111 
pancran  .ftasSc  mimosyquos  fpe&are  quis  abominetur,  pro  brevis  temporishonore 
ac  populi  piaufu peciiniam  prodigentes3&c  ? In  Vivites  & Stares,  Serine,  l.fdg-  ? 0 * ♦ 
m Et  quod  nuilis  poflit  fatisfasfviombus  expiari,hiftrionibus,Pantomimis,  exoletis 
atq;  lrrifonbus  numkium  donainftituun  ur,&  munera  $ ab  cfEcijs  ociurr  publicis 
immunitas  & vacatio  cuin cct onis, ^ dvcrf.G crrtci Jib. 4. j ega  $0. 
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pointed  unt o St  age-player  sy  and  wo,  n. -out  cPantomtmesy  the 
derider j of  the  gods ; that  they  are  exempted  from  pub  like 
Offices  and imployments , and  crowned  with  Garlands*  Saint 
Quid  ergo  ll-  n Chryfoftome  oft  complaines  ; that  Stagt-playes  are  the 
los  inducis  ci-  decaftons  of  many  prodtgatlvaine  expenfes:  that  weft  dtd  beftow 
lc*o°Ne  C*X°*  * n nftMerabley  yea , unfpeakeable  gifts,  and  con  fame  much  mony 
lum  inducis10"  upon  St  age -players : that  they  cherifked  them  at  their  owne 
Ted  etiam  ini  private  houfes , be  flowing  that  food,  that  coft  upon  them , which 
nmnerabilibus  fhould  be  /pent  upon  Chrtfls poore  members:  and  that  they 
&inefiabilibus  maintained  them  likjwife  out  of  the  pub  like  Treafury,  as  if  they 
neribu^^al;!  i We^  ^€ferVe^  cf  l^e  Common-wsale,  which  haddtsfran - 
eos  qui  calia  a-  chifed  and  made  them  infamous . Saint  0 Ambr of e makes 
gunt  puniens,  mention  of  fame,  whom  he  ccnfureth  for  prodigals , who  /pent 
hie  autem  ran-  their  Patrimonies  upon  St  age-play  es,  Cirques. and  Sword-play  esy 
jiua  rePllt-  out  of  a vatne-glortous  humour  Jo  furpaffe  the  folemnities  of  for* 
mer  times,  when  as  all  they  dtd  was  but  vanity*  S.  ^Auguft'tne 
in/umisy&pub!  complaines,  P that  the  Roman  Magtftrates,  did  corrupt  the 
licis  impenfis  pubhke  manners , by  fpoyhng  the  miferable  Citizens,  and  by 
eosalis.  At  giving  unto  filthy  Stage-pUjcrs  ; who  received  mere  gifts  for 


hint, intuit, in-  their  fuperfluous  Ptayesy  then  the  anctent  "Roman  Legtcns  had 

beftowed  on  them  for  their  V/arres . Pope  Leo  the  firTisn\  akes 
go  in  cos  tam  - - - - - r -J  J 


tames.  Cureir- 


multa 


impen-  complaint,  of  the  age  wherein  he  lived.  <1  lama - 
dis?Na  fi  funt  (homed  (faith  he)  to  If  sake,  and  yet  there  u a neeefftty  that  l 
infames , opor~  fioould  not  be flent : there  is  more  now  Jpent  upon  the  DevtH  at 
tet  eos  expelli,  7 * lay -houfes,  then  there  is  beftowed  on  Chrifty  or  his  tApoftles* 
******  *n  his  H°tnely  againft  thefeaft  of  the  Kalends,  in- 
Col.  ($6.  cd  4*  bonnes  uS* r That  Playes  are  the  caufe  of  Debt  and  Vfury  . 
See  Hom.41.in  Ad.Apoft.Honi.6i  ad  Pop.  Antioch. Horn. 17. in  Ephef.  & Horn.  6. 
7,&  38.10  Matth.accordingly4  0 Prodigum  eftpopularis  favoris  gr.?ua3  exinanire. 
proprias  op?s.Quod  faciunt  qui  ludis  Circefibus3vel  etiam  theatraitbus,&  muneri- 
bus  gladiacorijs  patrimonium  dilapidant  fuu  ur.  vincant  fuperiorucelebritates}  cum 
totum  ilium  (itinane  quod  agunt.Df  Ojfici/s.L  ix-i  \ .&Scr.64.Tcm.f  $.44.6.  P Et  per 
iiias  morions  corrumpendis,  rapiendo  miferis  civibus,  brgiendo  fcemcis  turpibus. 
Quis  ferret  iftos,quando  pro  fuperflua  voluptate  plura  donattir  hiftrionibus,  quam 
tunclegionibus  pro  extrema falute  collata  funt5  DeCivPDci  L^.c.i  i.  &l*$  .c.19.  See 
UiX.jjoi  5.  9 Pudet  dicere, fed  neceffe  eft  nontacere.  Plus  impendicur  Dxmonijs 
quam  Apoftolis,&c./»  Ottavo  Petri  & Pauli.Sermo  c.  1 f\6  5 . r Egregium  hoc  feftum 
sens  alreni  caufaac fenoris,paupertatis  occafio3rniferiarmrn  inirium,  Sipauxillum 
ajiquid  domi  condnurain  alinaenta  conjugis  atq,  miferoru  liberum, promitur  id  ac 
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the  occapon  of  Poverty  , the  beginning  of  Beggery.  If  one  hath  Pr°ijcitur,  ac 

but  a (mall flock?  of  mony  laydup  at  home  'for  the  fuftentation  j^lh'c 

of  his  Wife  and  mfler  able  Children,  tt  is  here  drerwne  out  and  hoc  pi4  'btiv-rx 

cap  away;  and  he  and  his  ft  all  this  eminent  feaft, hungry, and  eftiriens  ntque 

indigent  of  all  things.  Men  now  make  havocke  of  thet* goods , omniuindigus'. 

and  prodigally  if  end  them  with  the  great  Ioffe  both  of  manners  ^onouu  jaftu- 

and  difcipltne.  Tea,  the  very  Confuls  tbemfelvcs,  being  men  atio^^&v^uf 

of  renownc , advanced  to  the  very  top  of  humane  honours y ex-  nerum^mer^e- 

hauft  their  wealth  through  vanity,  not  onely  without  fluit,  but  dem3annon:nx 

Itkemfe  with  flnne ; and  tt  moy  be  trusly  f aid , that  as  fnblime  ac  cibaril  pro- 

M their  throne  is,  fo  eminent  is  their  folly.  For  whereas  they  nilint  ac  prodt- 

are  wont  to  accept  of  many  dignities,  and  to  obtaine  mo  ft  ample  ^ife*  ' 1 

myall  Leiftenantfhips ; they  ftudy  to  rake  as  much  wealth  out  of  nseq.  da mn“ 

each  of them  as  they  can  Some  of  them  convert  the  mt  Hit  ary  Confides  etia 

fit  pends  to  their  owne  private  lucre:  others  of  them  fell,  tuft  ice  tama  incly* 

and  truth  for  mony  • other  of  them  poll  the  Kings  Treafuret  t!  ^ Migiima 
j t ■ n it  r ^ > renihumr:n:iu 

and  revenues,  laytngup  all  they  can  J crape  together  on  every  evedh  n cr 

fide , to  the  offence  of  God,  pretermiting  no  uniuft,  no  infamous  airatem  ones 

or  difhoneftcitne  : A ttd  now  when  as  they  be  are  rule,  in  a very  exhaijriunr,  no' 

fhort  {pace  they  [fend  the  Cold  they  have  thm  bounded,  upon  fine  Jnn 

F'dlers, Stage  players,  Dancers  and  Emuches.  And  a -little 

after.  But  ( thou  (faith  he)  doft  * empty  thy  Bagges,  upon  vere  p.otcf},1^ 

the  difhsneft  recreation  of  thy  minds,  upon  mfeemely  and  d:f  quam  fu  blinds 

orderly  laughter,  never  co: ft  dering  ht>w  many  teares  of  poore  co’l~l  fhromis, 

men  thou  might  eft  relieve-,  by  which  thy  wealth  hath  bsene  13§n.crr\ 

ftrapfd  together;  how  many  have  beens  cap  into  prifon  ? how  r.^rUlerUI^’ 

many  have  beene  whipt  and  brought  to  the  Gallowes,  that  thou  cere  permnU 

tnighteft  have  fuff cicnt  to  give  to  Stage-players  cn  this  day  l tos  folent  ho- 

To  pafle  by  the  ttflimony  of  c Clemens  Alexandrians,  nores,&c.nimc 

0 Ter tulhan  and  Cyprian  in  this  nature,  with  lundry  * o-  aut?p-p*fidentJ 
- . J anriiq;  conoe- 

flu  intra  breve  tepus  in  aurigasjtibkinesjrnimosjfaltatoresjfpadones  diftribunr,  &c* 
jbii.Bib.PatrnTGrn.^p'jo^  t At  tu  loculosxvacuas  in  turp&animi  relaxation^  in 
rifu  n indeco:u&  incohditiij  neq;  cofideras  quam  muitas  pauperll  lachrymas  dones 
per  quas  opes  ills  t«*  coflataejquam' multi  in  vincula  coniefti  verberatiq;  fuermt, 
ant  ad  laqueu  accelierint  5 ut  tici  fuppetat  quod feenios  hodserno  die  lar£i  ris3&c. 
Ibid.  * See  Eukngerus^Je.  Theatro  iib.i  cap.n  pag.242  * Paedago^i.  bbTi-cp’ r 2] 
hb^capir.  a De  Spe&aculis.lib.  * Cafliodorus  Variaium  lib,  ^vEpift, 4i,  &; 
Ub.i,  Epift.ja,  1 1 
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ther  Fathers  ; I fhaM  dole  up  this  with  that  of  John  Sa- 


* Hifti 


lombas 


Itfbury, our  owne  ancient  Country-man ; K Many  (writes 
acmimispecu-  h c)  out  of  a blindo  contemptible  magnificence,  care  not  to  ld- 
nias,infinica$  vifh  out  infinite  famines  of  mor.y  to  Stage- players  and  Attors. 
erogare  non  tjAiany  there  are  who  proftitute  their  grace  and  favour  unto 
'Orltnn^fiuiii  cPtaycrsi  *>*d  in  fet ting  forward  their  lewduejfe, cut  §f  a blinds 
hiftrionibus  & dtftonourable  bounty  jut  t hem] elves  not, fo  much  to  wonderfully 
mimis  mulci  **  to  mi  fir  able  expen fes : and  among  others,  be  jkarpelj  taxetb 
proftituuntj  8c  Nero  the  Emperourfor  this  ycry  ertme.  To  thefe  I lliaii 
m exhibenda  adde  tjie  concurrent  teftimony  offome  few  Pagan  Au* 
^Viquad5U&  t^lors'  y ^Marcus  Aurelius,  that  worthy  Roman  Em- 
contemptibili  P^rour,  in  his  12.  Epiftle  to  Lambert,  hath  this  notable 
magnificent^  palfage,  concerning  Players  and  mens  expences  on 
non  tam  mira-  them.  Sith  fat  all  deft  mies  have  brought  me  into  tbn  world, 
r ‘ 

ferabil'es  faciut 


bilesjCjuam  mi-  / fUVe  feene  nothing  more  z unprofitable  to  the  (fommon- 
fumptuV  D<?Ut  ma^h,  nor  greater  folly  in  them  that  be  light  of  conditions , nor 


Nwis  Curktium,  amrfa  invention  of  Vagabonds,  nor  a more  cold  revocation  of 
/.  i j 7. 2. Bib  1.  mortalifolke,  then  to  learne  of  thefe  T layers,  tnflers  and  fach 

Vatrum.Tom.ii,  other  buglers*  what  thing  is  more  a monftrous,  then  to  fee 
f^go4 A.b.  wifemcn  reioyce  at  the  paftime  of  thefe  vaine  tnflers  l what 
^H,:^arcu6  gY  eat  eft  mockery  can  there  be  in  the  ffapitoll,  then  the  foolfa 
tc d at  London  °J  a l*ft*r  t0  ve  frayfid  great  laughter  of  wife 

i fS6.  towards  tnen  fwhat  greater  flander  canjbe  to  Princes  Houfes,  then  to 
the  end.  have  their  Gates  alwtyes  open  to  thefe  fooles,  and  never  open  to 

sSccficenc  5.  wife folks si  What  greater  cruelty  can  there  be  in  any  perfon, 

» See  loannis  t^3en  t0  gtve  more  *n  0MC  ^ t0  af00^es  t^n  to  his  fervants  in  a 
Sarcsburienfs.  jeere,  or  to  his  kinne  all  his  life  ? what  greater  inconftancy 
BeNugisCu-  can  there  be  then  to  want  men  to  furmfb  the  Cjarrifons  and 
rialium.I.i.c.  o/lllirico,  and  thefe  t rewands  to  abide  at  Rome? 

Scene  1 VPhat  like  jhame  can  there  be  to  Rome,  then  that  the  memory 

cordinely  ^ ftall  k left  /#  Italy  of  the  Tumbler s,Ttewands yVipers,  Sin- 
b Regis  enim  gers  of  lefts,  Tabenrs , Crowders,  Dancers , sJPlummsrs,  Ie - 
curiam  fequun-  ft ers,  and  buglers,  rather  then  the  renowtie  of  C apt aines,  with 

uir  affidue  hi-  tljejr  Tyiumpbes  and  Armes  l A nd  when  thefe  Captainej 
itriones3alea-  1 

toresj,mimi,balatroneSjid  genus  omne.  Tetrui  Blefwfis.  Epifi.j 4.  ’BablTatrum  Tom. i*. 
pars  1.  p.714. B.  loannis  Sartsburknfis  De  Nugis C^udium.  /.r.c.7.8.  Cualthcr.  Hom.n  in 
Nabm*&ncMS),lviH4<£pfil05'p.6Q4.&  1 pifi<  166. p 7 ^accordingly. 
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want  ed  all  about  Rome  its  fafety,  founding  their  kwdnefft  and 
gathering  of  nsony,  the  Noble  Barons  and  Cagtair.es  went  from 
Realm e to  Realvne,  wafting  their  mony , adventuring  their  lives , 
and  [bedding  their  blood . In  the  utter  mo [l  parts  of  Spaine, 
when  Warre  began  betxveene  the  Liberiens  and  Gaditaines,, 
and  they  0/ Liberie  lacked  mony,  d two  lugleu  and  Taber ers  <*  Thefe  enfu- 
ojfred  to  matntaine  thcWarre  an  whole yeere.  And  it  follow - ing  Hiftories 
edjtbat  with  the  goods  of  twofioles  thany  wtfe  men  were  ftatne  iheexcefEvc 
and  overcome . In  EphefliS  a (fitly  of  Afia,  the  famous  Terri-  ' rs  ^ 
pie  of  Diana,  was  edified  with  the  confifcation  of  the  goods  of  'Vlth'thlt  of 
fuch  a truant  and fo  ole.  iThen  Cadmus  edefiedthe  Citty  of  ft  fop,  his 
Thebes  in  Egypt  with  50.  (fates,  the  Minflrels  gave  him  weaith&  luxu- 
more  towards  it  then  all  his  friends.  If  the  H fiery  be  trHSfwhcn  x)'df  Hiny.  Wat. 
Auguftu sedefied  the  walls  of  Rome,  he  had  more  of  the  tre - 
wands  that  Were  drowned  in  Tiber,  then  of  the  common  Tre  a-  c (f  are  ln 
Jure,  The  fir  ft  King  of  Corinth  arofe  by  fuch  villanies.  And  anfwerable  Ar- 
as  I fay  of  this  fmall  number,  I might  fay  of  many  other.  One  gunient  of 
thing  is  come  to  my  minds  of  the  chance  of  theft  T rewands,  and  me,*s  orea^  ex~ 
that  is , whiles  they  be  in  pye fence,  they  maf^e  every  man  Uugh  h ic h 

at  the  follies  they  doe  and  fay,  and  when  they  be  gone , every  thus  enrich  the 
man  is  firry  for  his  mony  that  they  bare  away.  And  of  truth  Players. 
it  is  a iifi finter.ee  of  the  gods,  that  fuch  as  have  taken  vaine 
pleafure  together , when  they  are  departed  to  * weepe  for  their  * Sp?rne  vo- 
lojfes.Thus  he.  The  Poet  Iuvenal reports ; c that  many  wo - ll1pcatt:S2  no cet 
men  by  frequenting  Stage-?  layes  had  beggtred  their  Hufbands 
and  (pent  their  whole  eflates  : and f that  divers  haddtfmherited  Efiftl.i.£pijl  z 
their  Heir  es,  and  either  [pent  or  given  away  all  their  goods  and  fag.  241, 
lands  to  flayers : which  ss  feconded  by  Flavius  Vopifcus,  in  e lam  eadem 
the  life  of  Cariims.^g.449  45  o.  The  Poet  Horace  makes  ^umm!S  Par^tcr 
mention  of  ones  <CMarf<&ui , who  gave  all  his  Lands,  his  Pa~  yf'f. 

ftet  ludoscoducit  Ogulnia  veftem.  Ccnducit  comites  jcella, cervical  jarnicas,Nutri- 
cem  & flavem  cui  det  mindata  puelld.Haec  tan* eargenti  fupereft  quodctinq;  paterni 
•Lcvibus  athletis*ac  yafanoviffima  donat,&c  Prodiga  nenfentit  pereuntem  feemina 
centum;  Atvelut  exhaufta  redivivus  pulluiat  area,  Nummus  & e pleno  temper  tol- 
latur  acervo,Nonunqua  reputant  quanta  tibi  gaudia  conilam, &c.S^fyr  6.  p, 54.??. 
f Nam  codicc  faevo  H aeredes  vetat  efle  fuos?  bona  tota  ferunrur  Ad  Phialem,  tantu 
I nrtificis  valet  halitus  oris,  Stf^nio.p.99,  g Vt  quondam  Marfxus  amator  Originis 
iUcjQuipatviammimas  donat3fundu£r»q>  Utzmcfi.  Scrm.l.i.Sat)Y.i.p.i6 1 .Sec  gi6 
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frimsny  and  Houfhold-ftujfe  to  a Woman- AElor : informing 
h In  ciccrc  at <35  us  wit  hall ; h that  there  were  divers  who  had  jpent  both  their 
fab;i  bona  tn  lands  and  many  upon  Stage- fUyesy  and  donations  to  the  people 

m^LauisXin  m &oraltAn  interludes.  To  thefe  I might  accumulate  the 
Circo  fpatiere,  fcverali  fuffrages  of  moderne  Chriftian  Authors;  as 
aut^neus  ut  namely,  of  Vtucentim,  in  his  Speculum  Hiftdrtale.  Ith. 29. 


ftes,  Nndusa-  c . 141./0/.  367.  a pregnant  place ; of  Francis  Petrarcha. 

. . r _ _ ^r^TJrtuna . ltb.  i.D talon .20,  Of  2s7 tco- 

nuinrmsj  mla-  - dA  ■ • A J v-- 


l prec:n; 

nudus  cjye  Remedio  Vtriujq,  rort 

ne  pU ,rn-$  ? lam  De  ('lemangis,  (De  NoviS  celebntattbus  non  inftttutndis 


Seymoh . Satyr,  Pag- 1 4 3 * f 0 1 <50.  Of  Bodtnus,  T>e  Republic  a. ltb.  6.  c.  1 . Of 
3 pag.  zio,  Mafia*  Northbrochcy  dgaaift  Paine  Pi  ayes  and  Enterluder . 

fol  28.29.  Of  Stephen  Goj[ony  in  his  Schoolc  of  A bufesy  and 
*P 1 ayes  Confuted.  A Elton  3 . The  7.  and  3 . Biaft  of  Re  trait 
from  TLiyes  and  Theaters.  Bifhop  Babingtons  Expo  fit  ion  up- 
on the  8.  Ccmmandement.  Ichn  Pteldy  his  Declaration  of 
Cjt'ds  lodgement  at  Paris  Garden . 1583.  A fhort  Treat tfe 
agatnfi  St  age-play  es.  Anno  1625 . D.  Remolds , his  Over - 
throw  of  Stage-playes.  pag.  1 43.  to  149.  Cafar  Bulengerm, 
De  Circts  Romanis  ludifty.  Careen  fib  its.  lib.  cap  41 . 42.  & De 
Theatre.lib.i.cap.i  i-pag.  242.  243.  with  infinite  others 
which  I pretermit,  who  all  condemn?  and  cenfure  Stage - 
plajesyn  regard  of  the  immoderate  ft  n full  vaine  expen fes  which 
they  occafiony  to  Gods  dishonour  y the  pubh^e  preiudicey  and 
poGre  mens  detriment.  But  for  brevity  fake,  I fhall  dole 
* Sunt  hu)uf-  thefe  evidences,  with  that  of  learned  and  labori- 

inodi  homines,  OLIS  Gmlthery  who  affirmes ; 1 that  Stage-playes  are  no 
nonparva  re-  [mail plagues  of  Common-wcales  : per  they  exceedingly  demt - 
rumpublicaru  m[k  (among  other  mifehiefes  which  hee  there  enume- 
pefns.  Nam  & ratGS)  ^ well  the  publtkcy  as  mens  private  wealth,  and  they  al- 
opcs  pu  j * mojy  wJjqIj  intercept  by  their  a>  trand  flrghtsyhat  which  ought 
qium  maxime  to  be  be  ft  owed  for  the  poores  reltefe.  Neither  need  I feeke 
attenuanr,  & for  further  teflimonies  in  fo  cleare  a cafe,  fince  our 
qnod  m paupe*  owne  domeftique  experienc  (efpec;ally  in  the  Raigne 
rum  of  * Kmg  Henry  the  VEIL  who  fpent  infinite  fummes  of  many 

*lebeat,ipfi  fuis  artibus  poene  intcrcipere  confueverunt.KflTj?.  1 .in  Nakimvid. Ibidem. 
See  Vincentij  Speculum  Hiftoriale.l.i^.cr^.i^^cl^y.to  the  fume  putpefe.  * See 
Balls  Chromclc.part  1.  fol.a.to  xi.&  1 5*  i56>j$7.&  2.1 2,.foai8. 
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uponStAge-playeSyMafques^And fuck  like  p redigall  Shews  and  k Miferi  iam 
Pageants)  is  a luificient  confirmation  of  my  Minors  ^miIs^&ncc' 
truth*  Not  to  mention  the  over-prodigall  disburie-  cc^muT.cL: 
ments  upon  Playes,  and  Mafque's  of  late  kfenttrtom  ttmes,  ctiam  pUpillis> 
which  have  beene  wel-nigh  as  expcniiveas  the  Wars,  vel  prodigis  fo- 
and  I dare  fay  more  chargable  to  many  then  their  leat  fabvenire 
lbules,  on  which  the  moft  of  us  bcftow  leaft  coft,  leaft 
time  and  care.  How  many  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  ™ ft?/ dfe  divi- 
are  there  now  among  us,  (to  their  condemnation,  if  not  tcs,definim: 
their  reformation  be  it  fpokenj who  fpend  more, daily,  eflb  vitioii:  nos 
wcekely,  monethly,  if  not  yeerely  at  a Play-houfe  to  tamu  “ovum 
maintaine  the  Devils  fervice  and  his  inftruments;  then  ?cnus  puPj!Io‘ 
they  disburfe  in  pious  ufes>  in  reliefe  of  Minifters,  rum  rumuVTn 
Schollers,  poore  godly  Chriftians,  or  maintenance  of  quibus  cpujcn- 
Gods  fervice, all  their  life  ? How  many  afliduous  Play-  tiaefTedefyr, 
haunters  are  there  who  contribute  more  liberally,  more  fed  nequma 
frequently  to  Play-houfes,then  to  Churches ; * to  Stage-  fer<  urat : 
pUyefytben  to  Lectures • to  Players  then  to  Preachers  ; to  A-  homines  caufas 
tiers,  then  to 1 poore  mens  "IBoxes  ? being  at  far  greater  coft  corrupeciarum 
to  promote  their  owne  and  others  iuft  damnation;  then  illecebrts  fed  m 
themfelves  or  others  are  to  advance  their  owne  or  o-  cordibus  habe- 
thers  falvation.  How  many  are  there,  who  can  bee  at  ”usJ0l^“101" 
coft  to  hire  a m Coach , a Boate,  a Barge,  to  carry  them  to  mens  ^oitra 
a Play  houfe  everyday,  where  they  mull  pay  deare  for  eft,&  ademe- 
their  ad  million,  Seates  and  Boxes  ; who  will  hardly  be  dandos  nos,n5 
at  any  coft  to  convey  themselves  to  a Sermon  once  a weeke,  a ^acu^“lla  a^;3~ 
mcneth,  ay  cere,  ( especially  on  a weeke  day)  at  a n Church  far  r^erd\mo'-c* 

peccemus  Salv.'De  GubUei.L6<p<i6z.  * See  lch?i  fields  Declaration  of  GoJs  Judge- 
ment at  Pans  Garden, accordingly.  1 Satius  eft  aire  prodefle  ctia  malis  propter  bo- 
nos, quam  bonis  decile  propter  malos Senec.Ve  Bcncfinjs.l.4  c.18,  m Que  tulit  ad  fee- 
mm  ventofo  gloriacurru  Horat.Epifi.l.z.Ep.i.p.x#  5.  n Veru  quid  ego  defpanolo- 
quar  itineris  16gioris,cii  plunm^facminaru  tanta  iam  animi  moilitudinerefolvatur, 
ut  nifi  adveftar  mulis,qualibetexiguo  Ipacio  adomibus  fuis  venire  nequeant  ad  vi- 
dendu  Dominii  in  prxfepifpiritaU^Sed  ex  his  quicerte  ambulandi  Iaboxc  ferur,alij 
theatrales  turbas  fanftis  caeubus  anteponunuEtbarbari  qnide  illi  prmfqua  Cbriftii 
viderunt,tam  longa  propter  ipfum  viam  exuperaveruru:  tuverd  nec  pofteaqua  vi- 
deris,illos  probaris  imitari.Nam  Sc  cum  eum  videris  ,ita  eum  relinquish  poft  eum 
enrras  ad  Theatra,ac  mimu  potius  audire  ac  videred.fidcres.  Atq;  uteadem  riirfns 
atting?.m  qua:  antea  fum  inftdatus  : Chriftum  quidens  in  fpiritali  Etum  praefepio 
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derclinquis,  tiearer  t0  ^crn  then  l^e  T/ay-houfe ; where  they  may  have 
properas  vero  Seates,  have  entrance,  (yea  ° fpirituaR  Cordials,  and  ccle- 
ncecem,  videre  ftiatl  Dainties  to  reftejh  their  foules ) without  P any  money  or 
iatcen-1  met-e-  expence  ? How  many  are  there,  who  according  to  their 
tncein.,  ocau-  peveran  qu slides  * fbend  2. d.  g.d.4*d.  6A.  i a.d.  i8.d. 
dun  pucamus  a.s.  and  lometimes  4.  or  5.  (hillings  at  a lhay-houle, 
dignu  dfc  fup.  day  by  day,  if  Coach-hire,  Boate-hire,  Tobacco, Wine, 
plicijs?  cbryfojl.  Beere,  and  iuch Like  vaine  expences  which  Playes  doe 
Horn.  7 . 1 1 Mat.  ufuUy  occafiombe  cad  into  the  reckoning;  and  that  in 
oPron  ’Y*  thefe  Penur*ous  times,  who  can  hardly  ipare,  who  can 
CancV^i'iPec*  never  honeflly  get  by  their  lawfull  callings,  haife  To 
a. 2,3.  much  ? How  many  prodigally  confume,not  onely  their 

p Iky  * 5.1,1.  charity,  appareil,  diet,  bookes,  and  other  neceftaries; 
*SceW#7’*  kilt  ^Ven  t^e*r  anniia^  P^nfions,  Revenues  and  Eilates at 
DdT hcatfoV  Pichc-purfc  Stage-playes ; ^ which  are  more  expensive  to 
1.  cao4  ^o.  them,  then  all  their  necejfary  dijburfemcnts  ? If  we  lumme 
s cnim  lip  all  the  prodigall  vaine  expenfes  which  Play-houies 
eft  luxuri^  and  Playes  occafion  every  way,  we  fhall  finde  them  al- 
S”tU;*  moft  infinite,  wel*  nigh  incredible,  r altogether  intollera - 
l"DeVita Bcata*'  in  any  Chrifiim  frugallftate  ; which  mull  needs  aban- 
cao,\i~  don  Stage-playes  as  the  { Athenians  and  Romans  did  at  laft, 
f See  Scene  even  ill  this  regai  d, 1 that  they  mpoverijh  and  quite  mine 
aft e maid,  many ; as  the  fore-quotedtefiimonies,with  many  dome- 

Aeft  SCSce^e'&  ^*cllie  exPeriments  <daily  teftifie.  * Et  hac  qutdem  idcirco 
t Oiii  enimvc-  e&° tn  ^tt€ra6  ret^Kzs  ^opiftus  writes  of  Iulises  Mejfalla  )cpuo 
lupYate  fequi-  fnturos  editor es  pndor  tangeret , ne  patrimonia  ftta3  proferiptis 
tur  omnia  poft-  legnimis  haredtbusjnimis  & halatr embus  depntarent, 
penit,  nec  vo-  ]f  any  here  reply,  that  they  fpend  not  much  at  Playes, 
lupcatei  nbi  anc|  t|iat  t|iejr  piay-houle  expences  are  farre  from  pro- 

luptatibns  ven-  digauty, what  ever  ^ome  mcn  deeme  them. 
dn.scneca.De  I anfwer  firil ; that  there  are  few  ordinary  Stage- 
Vita  Bsatac.i  4,  haunters  of  any  generous  quality, u but  [pend  excefft'iely  at 
* Vo~  TUyes : fome  wafte  their  * Patrimonies  at  Play-houfes, 
P\a  aQinus*  others  the  penfions  which  their  friends  alotthem;  0- 
IScz^Ambrofe,  there  the  money  which  fhouid  latisfie  their  Creditors, 

AuguftinZ)  Bafily  Narjcn\tn>  ^jler'uu,  Sabjiany  Cbryfsftomc,  John  Saresbury , and  others 
in  cheitf  ore- quoted  places.*  Codex Theodofij.l.i y.Tic.j*& 9.  accordingly. 
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and*  relieve  their  needy  Brethren  •>  or  clfe  maintainc  their  K^uregc 
Families.  Mofl  ofthem  mifpend  more  there,  then  they  di^us  Qiufqua 
can  well  fpare ; ail  of  them  more  then  is  well  or  lawfully  jemph  raunt 
fpent.  Secondly,  he  that  fpends  Icailofall  at  Playes  antiqinDeum? 
and  Play-houfes,  is  y as  really  guilty  of  prodigality,  though  kcHorat.Semo 


not  in  the  [awe  degree , at  he  that  Uvifheth  out  mofl  of 'any , be-  l-  *-Sat.z.p.to  z 
caufe  the  very  giving  of  money  to  Players  as  Players;  ElTo\Ufe 
that  is,  for  the  exercifing  of  their  lewde  iafeivious  art,  p^^bus! 
is  prodigality.  Witneffe  Tully  himfelfe,  zwho  deftnsth  Herat,  semen. 
Frodigals^to  be  fuch  who  [pend  their  money  in  fet ting  forth  Hb.z.Satyr.}. 
Stage-pUyeSt  with  which  definition,  a Petrar  ch  doth  a c-  x P^gi/unt 
cord.  WitndTe  Clemens  Alexandrwusy  who  refolves,*  n!'!^  Cle'jll^’ 
that  money  J pent  on c Playes  and  flush  like  vanities , is  b waft  full  as  fundurn  cL 
prodigality , not  hone  ft  expence.  Witneffe  Saint  Ambrofe,  (cro^De  Ojficfis. 
who  dclcribesprodigaltty,  c to  be  a wafting  of  wealth  upon  /.*.a  bcuc  the 
Players  and  Playes  for  popular  applaufe  : whence  he  reputes 
thofe  Prodigals  wh*  doe  fo  : informing  us,  withall,  Atbat  yvf  fortunse 
whatfoever  is  given  to  Stage-players , Sword-play  ers^  and  fuch  lr.  Dialog.  30* 
hke  caft-awajes,  is  utterly  teft^fo  that  men  can  reaps  no  com-  b Intcritus  n5 
fort  from  it . And  yet,  laith  he,  e divers  Magiftrates  have  fumptus  locum 
prodigally  given  and  con  fumed  almofl  their  whole  <Tatrtmcny  P^r. 

in  Theater  f,  upon  P layers , Wrc filer  s,  Fencers , and  fuels  kjnde  c*i\'fol^  4** 
cfln.en.that  they  might  pur  chafe  to  themfelves  the  peoples  fa-  c Prodi^ii  eft 
Vour  but  for  one  hourey  without  any  further  advantage . To  pcpularis  favo- 
palfe  by  Tertullians  verdidl ; { that  to  be  unfludfull  unto  ris  Sraria  cxi~ 

P layers , and fitch  UKufefull  perfons , is  great  frugality : and 
fo  by  confluence,  that  to  part  with  money  to  them  is  f^unt  quTlu- 
prodigafity  : as  Saint  Bafif  Na&ianzsn^  Leofihryfftome , di  Circe libus, 
After  ins,  Salvtan>  lobn  Sdrifbury , Petrarch , Bodinus^North-  vel  ctiam  thea- 

tralibus  patri- 

moniii  dilapidant  fuum,ur  vincant  fuperioru  celebritatesjcum  totum  illudiit  inane 
quod  agunt. De  Officys.l.z  e.  11 . ^ Scmo.  64.  Tom.iy.44.IL.  d Ibi  hiftriones  accipi- 
unt  & sladiatores,  & pent  omnequod  perchtis  datur.  ^4nibrtj.  Sermo.  in  Vminica 
S.poftPentecoftot.Tom.t.fag.  44.  B.C.  Sermo.  8.  in  the  old,  and  £4.  in  the  new 
Impreflions  of  Saint  4mbrofe\VoiVzs,  e Mngiftratus  in  Thearris,  mimis,  athletis 
& ?ladiatoribus,alijfcjue  hujufmodi  generibus  hominum  totum psne  patrimomum 
fuum  largitur,acprodigit3ut  unius  hows  favorem  vulgi  nimirum  adquiratjnihil  bbi 
ulterius  profuturum.  lbidcmTom  ^ .p  44  £.  f His  itaque  mfru&ucfos  effe  mngnus 
fruftus.  apologia,  Advtrf.  Gent cs,  Tom.i-  tag.  j 06, 
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brooky,  Gualther , GoJJon,  Do&or  Reinolds,  and  others,  in 
% Did.  l.$,  c.  i,  their  for  e-going  pafiages  tellifie.  Jncogmtusin  PfaL  149. 
fol.rfff.a,  b.  and  our  owne  famous  English  Apoftlc,  5 loknWicklcffe, 
b ^ eruntamen  exprefly  teach  us  ; that  to  give  to  Stage-players  isjrodiga - 
^ectecundum”  ^ : an^  therefore  Wtcklefhihud’S  us  : h that  a magntfi- 
prudent  id  pro  cent  man  ought  carefully  to  meafttre  out  his  bounty  in  many 
talibus  cafibus  cafes  according  to  prudence,  especially  in  not  giving  to  Stage- 
fua  br^itionc  players , or  fhurdtc  Beggers  to  purcafe  a vaine- glorious  name,  m 

provide  men-  the  cuflome  of  many  rvas  to  doe,  S.  Auonfltnc  is  yet  more 

di-  ' * J J 

ter  non  dando 


ter  non  ^d  an  do  ®ri^5  .refolving  US;  i that  for  a man  to  heft  ox*  his goods  or 
hiflrionibus,  many  upon  Stage-players,  is  not  onely  prodigality  and  no  venue y 
vel  medkis  va-  but  a great  hainous  vice.  Which  afferticn  of  his  is  both 
hdisj  pro  vano  recited  and  approved  by  k Grattan , 1 lohn  Sarifbury, m A- 
nomine  acqui-  n Alexander  de  Hales , 0 Toftatus^  Incognittss,  ^ A- 

ft  ex  anus*  Bifhop  Babingtonf  Matter  Norihbrookje , c Stephen 
i Donare  res  fu-  and11  others,  upon  thefe  enfuing  reafons.  Firft, 

as  hiftnonibus  becaufe  the  donation  of  money  unto  Stage-players  Kdo:b 
vitiu  eft  imma-  animate,  yea  maim  nine  them  in  then'  diabolical/  levede  unchrt - 

nonyirtu s-  fltan  profefftsn,  and  mak^s  their  T reformation  defterate.  Se- 
Traff  1 go. Tom.  condiy,  became  it  lupports  the  Synagogues,  Lectures, 
g.pan  1.  p.608,  and  lewde  inftruments  of  Satan,  (the  Seminaries  of  all 
kDiftinft.86.  wickednefle)  which  effe  would  fall  to  mine,  there  be- 
f°l?39-  ing  no  contributing  Spectators  to  fuport  them.  If  there 

t -SuS15  w ng  piay. haunters  to  behold  and  cherifh  Staoe-playes, 
Curialium.lib,  t , r * r n ft  • \ 1 7 

1.  cap  8..  there  would  then  (as  z Chryjoftcme  truely  writes)  be  no 

771  3ecundafecunda?.Qua:rt.i684Artic.2.5m.  n Sum.i  Theologize , pars  r.Qwzeft«J 
memb.4.®  Expofitdn  I 4 Regu.To.7.p  ioo.c.D.  P In  Pfal.149.  q De  Cafibus.l.i, 
l it.jj.^Expoiir,  on  the  S.Comandement  fTreaufe  sgainft  Vaine  Playes  Sc  Enters 
hides, f.28. xp. 1 Playes  Confuted.Aft.i.  u Mariana  & BriJfjniui)  De  Spettacuhs.lib. 
Suina  Rofeila.Tit.Hiftrio,*  Exanimat  lentus  fpc&ator.ledulus  inflat.  HoratEpiJld. 
z.Ep.i  p 183.7  Vbi  enim  malos  premia fequutur,haud  facile  quifquagratuito  bo- 
nus eft .Salufty  Hifior.l.i.p, zoo.  2 Non  ita  ille,qui  hoc  fingit,efl  dclinquens,ut  tu  qui 
hxc  iubes  fieri:neq;  lubes folujfed  ftudes  & lscaris  & laudas  quje  fiunt,  & omnino 
applaudis  tali  ergafteriodaemonioru.  Principiu  Sc  radix  t.rlis  iniquitatis  vos  eftis, 
maxime  qui  tribuius,  qui  diem  univerfam  in  his  confumitis.  Si  enim  nullus  efiet 
nlium  fpeclator  ac  fautor,  nec  eflent  quide  qui  dicere  ilia  aut  agere  cnrarent.Quan- 
do  vero  vos  cernunt  & artes  proprias,  & ipfa  exercendi  quotidiani  operis  loca,  & 
jpfum  quern  ex  his  paratis  quaellum  & prorfus  omnia  fimul  vaniflimi  lllius  fpefta- 
culi  amore  deferere,avidiori  Sc  illi  intentione  ad  hscrapiuntur,ftudiuqj  his  magis 
impendnm.Cbryf  tiQft.6 .fa MatiToffi.i.Cel.*)  1 1 & Alex,Alenfis.Surna  Theologian 
pars  i.Quseft,!  3 3.Memb.4«  Play-poets, 
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PUy.poets,  no  *Tlaycrsfor  to  fen  or  a El  them:  But  when  AElors 
fee  men  leave  thetr  owne  callings  Jr  ades, and  daily  inrployment /, 
together  mth  the  gains  arifing  thence,  and  all  thing  elfe  to  ran 
to  Stage-playes ; this  makes  them  more  e arne Jlly  to  addtfl 
t hem fe Ives  to  their  trade  of  ailing,  and  to  befiow  more  diligence 
tn flaying:  ' The  multitude  of  prodtgall  SpcElators,  is  that 
which  makes  fo  many  Play-houles,  Playes,  and  A&ors, 
which  elfe  would  quickly  vanifh  : *P lay-haunters  there- 
forefif  we  believe  Saint  * Chryfoflome  and  Alexander  A - * Sec  n & z be- 
lenfis ) are  the  chiefe  original  delinquents  in  the  cafe  of  Playes s ^Gre* 
becaufe  their  pre fence  at  them , their  contribution  towards  them 
and  thetr  AElors,  is  the  rife  from  whence  they  firing.  Third-  *$ee  Ad  7, 
ly,  becaufe  it  maintaines  Players  in  a conltant  courfe  of  *celJc  2-  ? • & 
theft : For  the  very  profeflion  of  a Stage-player  a being  z‘ 
unlaw Julies  Divines  agree  :)the  mony  they  receive  for  acting  b jri  ^ Re?um, 
(as  b Toflatus,  c Danaus,d  Btfbop  Babington,  tjMafier  Per - Tom. 7.  f[0o, 
kins,  Elton , T)od)  Downham,  Lake , and  Williams , with  fun-  C D • 
dry  others  have  refolved)  mufl  certainely  be  theft,  becaufe  A- 

£7  lawfnll  meanes . Fourthly,  becaufe  it  d^n* their  feve- 
e extenuates , or  intercepts  mens  chanty  to  the  poore,  who  like  rall  Rxpofm- 
* empty  Bag^es,are  befi  capable  to  receive  the  fuperfuiiy  of  rich  ons  and  T rea- 
mens  plenty,  which  Play  ers?for  the  mofl  pare  now  tngrofle.  qfjs  on  the  8. 
Fifdy,  S becaufe  thofe  who  five  their  money  to  Stage-playes , ^omandemet. 
be  [tow  %t  on  them  onely  for  the  exerctfe  of  thetr  unshrmtan  art  • in  q1v  ,tcs 
for  their  'Tlayes  and  AElion,not  their  poverty  or  defert : they  Avaro s.Gual- 
are  bomt'tfull  to  them  as  ‘Players  onely , not  as  men,  as  Chrtfli.  ther.PL om,n,& 
an$,whoje  very  penury  begges  an  almes.  Our  Players,  though  dmbrof.  Sermo. 
they  are  h Rogues  and  Sturdy-beggers  by  Statute , are  yet  fo  * G^ac'-or 
haughty  in  their  mindes,  1 fo  gorgsoufly  glittering  in  their  ' ^'ol 

£ See  Ambrof.Sctmo.6^,8:  Baftl. Hom.i.in  Divites  & Avaros,accordingly.  5 Qui  hi- 
ftrionibus  donain, dicant  mihi,quare  donant?  hoc  in  illis  amant  in  quo  nequiffimi 
funt:hoc  in  illis  pafcunt,hocin  illis  veltiuntjipfam  nequitiam  publicam  fpedaculis 
hominu.Qui  donant  aliquid  hiftrionibus,quaie  donant?  nuquid  non  & lpfa  homi- 
mbus  denantur^Non  tam  naturam  ibi  attendunt  operis  Dei, fed  nequitiam  opeiis 
humani.Qui  hiftriontbus  donant, non  homimbus  donant,fed  arti  neqmiVima^Nam 
fi  homo  tantume3et,&  hiftno  noncftet,nonei  donares.Honoras  in  eo  vitium,non 
naturam,  Auguft.Enardn  P/i/.i o i.Tom.S.pars  5 6.  See  Grat:anJ)iflinH.  88.^  loav. 
Saresburienfis.DeTf'igis  CuriahuJ  r,c. 8, accordingly  .^,Eli\.c.^  & i.lac&7* 

i See  GoJfo?i,hi$  Schooleof  Abufes.accordingfy, 
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Brokers  Rohes  • and  fometimes  fo  well  lined  in  the 
Purfe,  that  they  difdaine  the  name  of  Beg^rs,  though 
k in  truth  they  are  no  other,  then  k arrogant  fancy  Vagrants y 

1'^'  f es^T^'T  who  rather  challenge  as  a das,  then  begge  the  almes  of  lJUy- 
ters.\*7i  haunters : Hence  all  the  coyne  they  get  by  Playing,  is 
accordingly,*  ftiled  by  themfclves.not  Aimes, bat  Wages : not  Charity , 
bu tT>efert;  not  bounty,  but  reward:  and  thofe  who 
part  with  it  deeme  it  fo ; who  gratifte  them  onely  for 
their  Playing,  not  pitty  them  for  their  poverty ; as  An- 
. u.n  . ..  qufim, with  others  well  obferve : Now  thus  toremu- 
clmc  caufa  va-  nerate  Stage-playes,  pro  exercitio  fm  vitij,  as  the 1 Schoole- 
nx  elorise,  vel  mcn  fpcake  ; that  is,  for  the  very  exercife  of  their  unlawful! 
pro  exercuio  art , is  A vafi  notorious  finne : (*  fhtoniam  hifirtombus  ctare,e(i 
vitij  fm,  imma-  cD<ttnonibws  me  Lire:')  vrh'tch  ns  it  m makes  thofe  who  are  guilty 
nC,  F :ccar_Ll  5^'  ofit}  wicked  men  • fo  it  bmdes  them  over  to  eternall  punifh^ 
wen* s without  repentance , as  all  the  Marginall  Authors  d:e 
1 6$. define.  Laftly,  becaufe  mens  contribution  to  Playes  and 
Alexander  Men-  Players  (whole  n approbation  orapplaufe , no  good  men  (hould 
f'SySnmmaihco-  demerit  by  their  bounty  to  them ) involues  them  both  in  the 
ty,<e'Parsz'  guilt  and  punirhment  of  all  thofe  linnes  that  are  occali- 
oned or  committed  by  them ; as  Chryfofiem  .Horn. 6.  in 
’iiwiy  De  Cafibus.  eJWattb.  Sa!viany  Ve  Gubernatiane  Dei.  lib. 6.  Augufnne . 
lz.Tic.i3.  era - Enar.  inTfal.  102.  with  all  the  other  fore-quoted  A u- 
tianj>ijtmft.%6.  thors  largely  teltifie.  What  therefore  Seneca  writes  in 
foUl^9'  fiu&ufu  a paralell  cafe : ° l will  not  give  money  unto  him, whom  I know 
2 idttauc c m Wiijpayi  j(  tJ  an  yj dx!terejfey  lefi  l fhould  participate  of 

fcila.RiJlrio , AT  hes  pithy  fact  or  conn  feu:  If  l canj  will  recall  him  • if  not,!  wtU 
■varus  Pelagiuh  net  further  him  in  his  mckydnejfe : The  fame  Ihould  bee 
rDe  Planctu  tc- 

clcfjfc.lib.x.  Ariic./[S.fol.i1o.  * Vinccntij  Speculum  HiHoriale.  lib.  29. cap.  $41. 
fol.367.  m Qui  denant  hiftrionibus,  quare  donant  ? hoc utique  in iliis  foment  in 
quo  nequiffirm  funt.  Ncmpc  qui  nequitiam  fcvet3  eftne  bonus  ? unde  quid  fauto- 
libuseorum  immineatcolhgis  > fi  facientes  & confentientes  pari  paena  recoliseffe 
ple&endos.  leannk  Sarcsburienjis.  De  T(ugU  Curialium.  lib  1.  cap,  8 . a Nihil  demen- 
ti us  quam  de  improbo  homiue  bene  mereri.  Quifquis  enim  id  facit,  fuo  officio  fuo- 
que  liimptu  hoftem  libi  tacit  cunij  quern  neq;  amicum,  neq>  ihimicu  habere  liaiic. 
Trafmm  T)t  Rat.  Confer  .E[  i(Tpag.  182.  0 Pecunnm  non  dabo  quam  numeraturam 
adulters  feiamsne  in  focietatem  turpis  fafti,  aut  cofilij  veniam.  5i  potero^evocabo; 
l;n  mitnus  nonadjuvabolceius.  De  Benefits.  lib*i*cap.  1 4, 
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every  true  Chriftians  refolution  in  this  cafe  of  Stage- 
players:  hee  fhouldnot  give  his  money  unto  Players; 
left  he  participate  both  in  the  guilt  and  punishment  of 
their  fumes ; he  Should  doe  his  beft  to  hinder ; at  lealf- 
wife  he  Should  never  fofter  Playes  or  Players,  by  con- 
tributing to  their  Boxes,  or  reforting  to  their  Theaters, 
for  the  fore-named  reafons. 

Since  therefore  it  is  abunndantly  evident  by  the  pre- 
miles;  that  St3ge-playes  are  the  occafions  of  much 
P vxM€3mucb  finfuRprodizaH  expence : and  that  the  very  p Turpifiimu 
contributing  to  Players  Boxes  (of  which  every  com-  £ftincqnfulra 
monSpedator  muft  be  alwayes  culpable)  isnotonely  donatio. srnra. 
apparant  prodigality  ,-but  a <1  Giant-lifa  [trine,  which  VsBmfc'ijsJib. 
brings  much  danger  to  mens  foales : It  mult  needs  caufe  4-  tap.  i o. 
us  to  abominate,  to  abandon  Stage-playcs,  even  for  5^^°* 
this  ef&d,  which  alwayes  neceflarily  attends  them.  before.  ^ ‘ 


Actv  s 6. Scena  Tertia. 

THe  third  effed  or  fruit  of  Stage-playes,  is  theirri-  3 

tation,the  infiamation,  the  fomentation  of  divers 
j finfull  lufts,  of  many  lewde,  unchafte  adulterous  affe&i- 
ons,  both  in  the  Adors  and  Spedators  hearts:  From 
whence  this  29.  Play- oppugning^  Argument  will  ebnl-  j4raumertt 
Bate.  2pf  " 

That  which  doth  ordinarily,  if  not  alwayes  defile 
the  eyes,  the  eares  and  foulcs  both  of  the  Adors 
and  Spedators.  by  ingendring,  by  exciting  mere- 
tricious iuftfulj,  lewde,  adulterous  defires  and  af- 
fedions  in  their  hearts ; or  by  mitigating,  by  pre- 
paring, by  inducing  them  to  aduall  uncleanefTe ; 
r nwft  r.eeds  be  abominable  and  m law  full  unto  Chrifti-  ,^yjlcf  $ ii^ 

lude  23, 

But 
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But  this  doe  Stage-playes,  as  I (hall  here  make  ma- 

nifefl:, 

Therefore  they  mufl  needs  bee.  abominable  and  un- 
lawful unto  Chriftians. 

The  Major  is  irrefragable ; becaufe  all  polluting  ob- 

r Concupifccn-  je<5Ts,  all  unchafte  affe&ions,  and  unruly  { carnaU  lufls, 

V1  emm/arnls  (which  are  c»o  lefts  then  adultery , then  uncleaneffe  it  felfe  in 
fomentu  pecca-  >,»  * , i.  < J J . /? 

ti  ien-l  vl['or Gods  account,)  doe  not  onely  u contaminate, and  war  agawfl 

t<  bicfla-iatior  mens  Joules ; blit  fikewile  x deprive  zh cm  of  Cjods  favour, 

eft,gravius  que  V difable  them  to  every  holy  duty , z inthrall  them  unto  Satan; 

pr*c«pitat&  a exclude  them  out  of  Heaven ; and  without  repentance 

inflamat^wl/y.  {,  plunge  them  into  Hell  for  all  eternity  , Since  therefore  the 

vane  Torn.  3 p Scripture  calls  upon  us ; cto  cleanfe  our  felvesfrem  all  pol - 

14.B.C.  Cupi-  tut  ion  of  flefl?  and  ffirit;  * to  morttfie  our  car  nail  lufls  and 

ditas  fomes  & eanhly  members : to  e cructfle  the flcjb  with  the  affettions  and 

velut  quoddam  lufls  thereof ; the  f fruit  of  which  is  eternall  death:  Itoab- 

incemivu  viri-  J}amefom  flcjhly  lufls  which  rear  again fl  the  fouls;  and  to 

Tcrm\BJnCxm  h maKe_  ™ for  thefiefb,  to  fulfill  the  lufls  thereof : 

f>oOT.C0/.i4f.c.  Since  it  exprefly  informes  us;  1 that  none  butjdolatrous 

* Heathen  Gentiles,  tnwhom  the  'Devill  r atones;  fc  none  but 

Rom.7.7  .Eph.  nnre generate^  carnajl,  gracelejfe perfons,wko  have  no  fart  in 

ttler^MaV  ^ hrift,  doe  wallow  with  delight ; doe  f after , harbour , cr  take 

5 27 c 1 5!  fh^fore  in  fitch  lufls  as  theft.  And  than  1 all  who  are  ( thrifts , 

9,20. 1 Pet.  have  crucified  the  flefh  with  the  affections  and  lufls  thereof : 

2.11  .Tic.r.  1 5.  ,n  becaufe  the  car  nail  minde  is  enmity  agawft  God  neither  is  it, 

K R-om>jyi s • nor  can  it  be fubiett  to  his  law : There  are  none  but  W hores 

if1  lal’  0,1  f‘  and  Panders,  or  foule  incarnate  Devils,  who  dare  con- 

t Ephefls.^  3?  tr°h  my  Minors  truth  ; which  all  Chriftians  muftfiib- 

2 Tim. i.  16.  feribe  to  ; n becaufe  they  are  no  longer  debtors  to  the  flsfh , to 

*Rev.&r.*7«  live  after  the  fifth;  but  °fwor»e  Servants  and  Spoufes  unto 

tTJC*,1^5ai*c  Cbrift  alone,  P to  whom  they  have  refigned  both  their foule s 

Gal.6.8.Rev. 21.9.0.22,  if.  $iCor.7.i.d  C0L3.5r.R0m. 8 4io,n.  c Gal  ?.24-f  Rom. 
6.u,zi  & 08.6,13. 5 iPet,2.n,  h Rom.13.1a.  i Ephef.i  1,3.0.4.17518,19.  1 Per. 
4,1,; ,4  P-orrui.24.to  19-  k Rom. 8 ,7  to  14.  iPet.2,.i?,i4.Tit. 3.3, Jude  8.  Amos  6. 
j.zo'7.  i Gal.-). 14.  Rom.8.1,4,9,10.  ™ Rom  8.7,8.  nRom.8.ii.  1 Pef.4.i,2,;,4* 
O Rom.14.7,8,9. iCor.3.13  0.6.19.20, iCor. 5T.1J. Gal. i.io.P  Rom.6. 13,19.021 .i« 
Nupiifti  Chriftojilli  tradidifti  carnem  tua,i[li  fponfaftirnaturitatem  tuam.  Incede 
fecunduna  fponfi  tui  voluntatem.7Vrf#/.D£  V tiandis  Virfynibui  cap.  1 3. 
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and  bodies y to  be  at  none  bat  his  difpofall. 

The  Minor  is  notoriously  evident,  not  onely  by  ex- 
perience ; but  likewife  by  the  concurring  fufrrages  of  o sec  p.66  67 
fundry  Fathers, Councels,  and  Authors  of  all  forts : 6 8, <s9.  with  the 
Who  as  they  ftile,  0 Tdlay-hoitfes ; The  Temples  of  V ever y\  Fathers  & Au~ 
the  Sc  hoiles  of  Bawdry  • the  Dens  of  Lcwdncfe ; the  Stakes  of 
Filtbinejfe : and  Stage-playes  ; the  LeBures  of  Ribaldry  ; the 
Meditations  of  / Idffltery ; the  Nurfertes  ofVncleanejfe  : the  tnites  or  Stir 
Fomentations  of  Lechery : the  Fuelljhe  Incendiaries  of  luft: and  to  PI  ayes  ana 
the  very  Devils  Forge  or  Bellowesyo  excite  and  blow  up  flames  Flay-,  on, 


i.CS. 


of  earn  all  Concupifcence,  both  in  the  t/lttors  and  Spell  ators 
hearts:  a fuiJicient  ratification  of  our  prefent  Afliimpti-  from  phvcT&- 
on.  So  they  likewife  politively  aifirme,  andcopioufly  Theaters'.  V. 
teftife  the  truth  of  this  proposition  in  exprdfe  words  : spares, hi  s Re 
Witneffe  Clemens  Alexandrinut'^  who  informes  US;  ® that  hearlalSenr.cn 
Comedos  and  am  or  o as  moderneFvems  teach  men  adult  ery:th  at  ^ 
they  defile  mens  eares  with  incefls , and  fornications : therefore  , \ yrea. 

he  tells  the  Gentilcsjhat  not  on»ly  the  ufey  the  fight  and  hearings  tife  of  Dances, 
but  likewife  thev.ry  memory  of  Stage-play  es}  yea  of  the  fabu-  Anne  i?«i. 
lout  PoemsypiBuresyand  reprefentations  of  their  unchafte^li-  Stephen  G effort  s 
bidinous  Idol-gods,  ought  utterly  to  be  aboltfhed)  becaufe  their  /^bufe^M^cor* 
eares  had  committed  whoredome , their  eyes  had  played  the  dmoiy/ 
harlots  with  them  : and  which  is  more  (lrangey  that  their  very  0 Quod  fan&ii 
fight  had  committed  adultery  before  any  aVtuall  embracement , eftDaemonioru 
by  reafon  ofthefeobfeene  PtBures.and  filthy  interludes  .Hence  Pcr^nis  u}fr0m 
he  inftru&eth  Chriftians;  p that  his  P&dagoge  mufl  not  Define 

canticu  6 Homere;norveft  pulchriim,docet  adulterium*  Nos  autem  ne  rures  quide 
ftupris  & fornicationihus  inquinare  volumus,  &e.Horum  nonfolum  ufus3  fed  ctia 
nlpedus  & auditusdeponendam  efle  memoriam  vobis  anmmtiamus:  fcortata?  fimt 
aures  veftrae,fornicati  flint  oculijSc  quod  eft  magis  novum,  ante  complexum  veftri 
adulteriu  adrriferunt  zCpe&'ss.Oratio^dhortatoria  ad  Gerties. p Jl  • E.F  & 9.  A P Non 
ducet  ergo  nos  Paedagogus  ad  fpe<ftacula:nec  inconcinne  itadia  & Theatra  peftiien- 
tiascathedram  quisvoraverit.Mngnaenimconfulione  & imquitate  hi  crmis  pl^ni 
fun^&occafio  conventus  caufaeft  turpitudinis,cu  viri  & fasmina?  permixtim  convex 
niant  alter  ad  alterius  fpeftrculu.Hic  quoq,  fceleftii  eft  confiliii.  quemadmodu  ad- 
verfus  iuftu.Dum  emm  lafeiviunt  oculi,  calefcunt  appetitiones,  &*  oculi  proximos 
impudentius  refpicerc  affuefacti-quodconceffum  ociu  habeanr,  intendunt  cupidita- 
tes.Prohibeantur  ergofpedacula  & acromata,  qua:  nequitia  verb/fque  obfein  s 3: 
vanisjtemereprofufisjplena  hint,  &cc.Padazogi.lib. ; .cap.  11 . 
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lead  them  unto?  lay  es  or  Theaters y which  may  not  bo  unfitly 
wiled,  the  Chaire  of  Peftilence:  becaufe  thefe  Conventicles 
where  men  and  women  meete  promifcuonjly  together  to  behold 
one  another , are  the  occafion  oflewdneffc  .•  here  they  give  yor  plot- 
wicked  coimfell:  For  while  their  eyes  are  lafcraioujly  occupied, 
their  lufts  waxe  warmey  and  their  eyes  being  accuftomei  to 
glance  more  impudently  on  thofe  who  fit  next  t hem , having  li- 
berty and  let  fare  granted  to  them , intend  their  lufts,  Thefe 
Spettacles  therefore  (faith  he)  which  are  fraught  with  wicked- 
nefie,  with  obfceney  andvaine  fpeecbes • with  the  reprefentattons 
of  filthy  deeds  ; with  impudent  and  unchafte  dtfeourfes  which 
provoke  laughter , the  Id&aes  of  which  men  carry  away  with 
them  to  their  hoH[csy&  there  more  deepely  imprint  them  in  their 
mindes ; are  utterly  to  he  prohibited,  Witncfle  Tertullian  ; 
ConfJd'ar  fc^  vv^1°  recor(^s  j ^ Tragedies  and  Comediesy  are  the  aug- 
lerum  & libi-  centers  of  villanies  and  lufts  • being  both  cruell  and  Ufctviowy 
diau  auftrices , impious  andprodigall.  r That  they  defile  mens  eyes  and  eares 
cruents  & laf-  with  uncleancfie  : ^ and  blow  up  the  fjiarkles  of  their  Lufts • 
civae,impiae  & Hence  he  ftiles  the  Piay-houfe  : *the  Chappell  of  V'enery: 
8 t^e  H°ufe  °f  Lechery : the  u Confiftorj  of  Incomnency:  Hence, 
r O.ulos  & au-  he  informes  us  ; * that  all  the  Chriflians  in  the  Primitive 
res  communi-  fburch,  had  utterly  relinquifhed  the  nncleaneffeof  the  Theater . 
cant.&c.ikvJ.  Hence  he  comforts  the  clofe  imprifoned  Martyrs  of  his 
”cirnIVI  b‘  t^me  this  confideration;  f that  by  meanes  of  their 
rimum  confla-  im?r*furi?nent  i their  eyes  were  kept  fi-om  the  fight  of  Theaters , 
belhnt  .ibid,  the  places  of  publike  lufty  and  lechery ♦ 2s {either  were  their 
tap,  15.  eares  offended  with  the  clamors  or  uncleaneffe  of  Stage - 

* SacrariumVe-  players.  And  hence  hee  doubles  this  Affertion.  * That 
ncris : Veneris  St  age- play  es  are  abjolutely  prohibit  edy  by  the  inhibition  of  in - 
Jpao!  1 * ' contmency • W itneffe  Origen ; who  inftrufteth  us : that 

"Confiftoriu  impudicitiae^ubi  nihil  probatur  qua  quod  alrbi  non  probatur«Jta/.ci74 

* Nihil  nobis  cum  impudicitia Theatri.^pofogitf  HdverfGentcsx.$H J^onCcenx  tur- 
pecudinibus  Chriftianu  atfici  oponttVebabilu  Mulkr.c.f.  7 Non  in  loca  libidmum 
publicaru  oculitni  impingunt:non  clamoribus  fpedaculoru  vcl  impudicida  celebra- 
tium  caederis*^  Martyres  .lib-c.x.  Scenica  Faeditas.  De  Vudicitia.lib.cap.7.  * Similiter 
impudicitiam  omnem  amoliri  iubemnt  5 hoc  igitur  modoetiam  a Theatro  fepera- 
mar3q«od  eft  privatum  conbftorium  impudicitiae,  &c.  Habes  igitur  & Theatri  m- 
tcrdi<ftionem3de  interdiftione  impudicui«.19cSpe#4CW&.  ftf/M7 . 
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Cbriftians  muft  not  lift  up  their  eyes  to  a Stage-play  es , the  plea-  * Spcftacuh 
furable  delights  of  polluted  eyes  (as  he  there  ftiles  them)  left  Circi  vel  rhc^. 
their  luftsfhould  he  inf  awed  by  them,  what  then  ( writes  he  in  fpcdacu\a  vur 
* another  place) /hall  we  fay  of  the fe  who  with  the  troopes  of  the  onum,quibus 
Gentiles  make  hafte  to  St  age -play  es,  and  defile  their  eyes  and  hbidinem,vel 
eares  with  unchafle  words  and  motions  ? It  u not  our  part  to  ahagnasqjvitia 
paffe fentence  upon  finch,  for  they  tbemfelves  may  perceive  and  J^ur  ’instill 
fee  what  part  they  have  chofiento  thentfehes.  Thou  there-  Ad  Rom.e 
fore  who  heareft  thefe  things.  Be  ye  holy,  for  / am  holy  : Tom  ifxo $.a< 
Wifely  under  ft  and  what  is  (poken  : (operate  thy  fielfe  from  ter-  * Nam  de  ijs 
rene  afttons  • fieperate  thy  fielfe  from  thelufts  of  the  world,  and  3“^  dicemus 
from  the  contagion  of  every  finne.  YVitnefte  Saint  Cyprian,  2hUm  torb:*11' 
who  ftiles  Theaters  b The  Stewes  of  publike  chaftity,  and  Ma-  ad  fpedacula 
fterfhip  of  obfcxnity : which  teach  thofe  ftnnes  in  publiky , that  maturant,& 
men  may  more  ufuafly  commit  them  in  private . c what  doth  a cofpedus  fuos 
faith  full  Cbrifttan  (writes  he)  doe  amide  ft  thefe  things,  who 
may  not  fo  much  as  thinke  upon  any  vice  f Why  is  he  delighted  bis  3c  adibrV 
with  thefe  Images  of lufts ; that  fo  having  depoftted  his  mode-  f^d  ant  ? Non 
fiy  in  them,  he  may  be  made  more  bold  to  commit  the  crimes  eft  noftru  pro 
tbemfelves ? He learnesto  commit, who  accuftometh  himfelfe  to  j^nciarejde  ta* 
behold  the  Theatrieall  reprefentations  of  uncle aneffe.  Thofe  femire  vide* 
common  whores  whofe  misfortune  hath  proft/tuted  them  to  the  re  pofluntqua 
flavery  ofthepubhke  Stewes , conceale  the  place  where  their  pi-  fibi  deligerint 
thine je  is  committed,  taking  comfort  in  their  difigrace  fi'om  Parte.  T u ergo 
the  fecrecy  of  thetr  (fells : Thofe  Adulterers  alfo  who  have  fold  ^ eftS> 
their  chaftity,  are  afhamed  to  be  feene  in  publike  : But  this  our  te^JaV  c^o 
pub  like  lew  dneffe  is  aided  in  the  open  vteweof  all  men : the  ob - fundus  fiim° 
ficanity  of  common  Whores  is  jurpaffed ; and  men  have  found  DominusDeus 
out  how  they  may  commit  adultery  before  the  eygs  of  others . va\CL'  5 ^Pltn~ 

qu:E  dicuntur«Vt  Gs  beatus  cu  feceris  ea.Seperateaterrcnis  aftibus,fepera  te  a con- 
cupifcentia  mundr.  Seperate  & remove ab  omni  poliuticne  peccati.  Hern  i j.  Super 
Lcviticum.Tom.i  fol.& 4.B.C.  c Quid  inter  hsc  Chriftianus  fidehs  facit,cui  vitia  non 
licet  ncc  cogitare  ? quid  oblectatur  fimulachris  libidinis,ut  in  ipfis  depofita  vere- 
cundia  audacior  fiat  ad  crimiaa  ? Difcit  faccre  dum  afiuefeit  vidcre.Illas  tamen  quas 
infaelicitas  fua  in  fervituteno  proftituit  libidinispublicJEjOCcultent  locus,  & dedecus 
fuum  de  latebris  confolantur : erubefeunt  videri  etiam  qni  pudorem  vendiderunt . 
Atiftud  publicum  noftrum  omnibus  vidennbus  geritur,  & pr&ftnutaxum  tranfitur 
obfcsenitas.Quacfitum  eft  quomodo  adulteiium  ex  ocuJ.is  ?A\mxtetux. Cyprian  Vc  Sy- 
fiasulis  lib • 
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d Ita  amatur,  d Thus  whatfotver  u prohibited^  it  affected.  Now  I fay/ 1 pray 

quicquid  no  li . obfsrve  it  well  good  Reader,)  it  ts  Not  lawfvll  for 

cetj&c.Nonli*  FAITHFVLL  CHRISTIANS,  jea,  IT  I S ALTOGETHER 

atmqua.idie  vNLAvv/VLL  FOR  THEM  TO  BE  PRESENT  AT 
'-in ntianis  n*  T*  rr7  ? r /~  ^ *■  » « 

delibu$3ncnli- THESE  I LAYES  Thefe  Jo  vame,  Jo  pernicious,  jo  faehnle - 

cetomnino,nec  Stage-plajes,  AS  I HAVE  NOW  OFTEN  AFFIR- 

ilhsquosad  MED,  ARE  WHOLLY  TO  BEE  AVOYDED  BY  ALL 

obi  eft  amenta  faithfvll  Christians  ■ becattfe  we  jocne  accuftome 

nK;1U  ?r  om.nes  otir [elves  to  the  pratt/fe  of  that  wicfadneffc,  which  we  heare 
ubiq;  Grscia  {r  _ r r , J 1 , r -J  A i i i r 

inftmftos  fuis  an(*]ee  : For  fine  e the  mtnae  §f  man  is  eafily  Isa  onto  thefe 

artibus  vanis  vices  of  it  felfe ; what  will  it  doe  when  it  is  prefented  with 

iimtitj&c.Fiigiv  mchafte  examples  both  of  body  and  nature  ? foe  who  thus  falls 

of  her  owr.e  accord,  what  will foe  doe  if  [he  be  precipitated  / The 

d iibus^uuvn  m**dc  therefore  is  wholly  to  be  avotated  from  thefe  lafctvicM 

treqae ter  d ■; xi-  interludes . Adde  we  to  this  anothtr  fpeech  of  his  to 

musjtam  vana,  the  fame  purpofe.  e Tame  (faith  he)  thins  eyes  to  the  ne- 

r-'rn  perniciofa*  hffs  fin  full  contagions  of  a different  foe#  : thou  masfi  a/fo  behold 

v'^llcy^c^:i  in  Theaters,  that  which  may  affeFc  thee  both  with  grief e and 

r-'°r  fo*™e»  it  is  a Tragedians  part,  to  relate  ancient  wtekedneffes 

ik  rescuftodi- in  v*Tfs  • the  ancient  horror  of  par tcides  and  Incsjluotto  per - 

zndx  $ c::oc-  fans  is  reprofented  by  him  to  the  hfe\  left  thofe  wtekedneffes 

i .minh  vaf-  which  were  committed  n*  former  ages,  foould  grow  obfoletc  tn 

i u-  ? ci.n  ii , cuod  after  times  . Every  age  is  admonsfoed^  that  what-ever  viHany 

rc.Nsm  cum  vas  dually  committed  informer  times,  may  be  commt : ted  ft  til. 

mens  hominis  Thefe  things  are  now  made  esc  ample  s,  which  haze  ceafed  to  be 

ad  vitia  ipfa  du-  fo.nes.  Then  you  may  pleafe  to  kriow  from  Stage-players,  what 

fZ'i^ru  ^U1£^  fihhixeffe  d»j  man  hath  committed  in  ficrct , or  to  heare  what 

v’t^e^plan^  might  have  done.  f Thus  is  adultery  learned  whiles  it  is 

tursBjCorporis  lubricse^quse  fj^ontecorruit,qujdfaciet  fi  fuerit  impilfa?  Avocanaus 
eftigitur  animus  ab  i{tis.Cytrian.li id.  c Convene  hinc  vultusad  divert!  fpeftaculi  no 
minus  paenitedacontagiajin  Theatris  quoq-5  infpicies  quod  tibi  & dolori  fit  & ptido- 
n Cothurnus  eft  tragicus  prifcafacinora  carmine  recenfere3de  paracidis  & inceftis 
horror  antiquus5exprefla  ad  imagine  veritatis  aclione  replicatur3ne  feculis  trafeun- 
tibus  exoldcat,quod  aliquando  comifTum  eft  : Admonetur  cmnis  xtas  auditu  fieri 
pofte,quod  aiiqnado  faftii  Cyprian  Ep  l.i.Eo.i, Donato  See  here  Aft  j. Scene  $. 

f Adalteriu  difeitur  du  videtur)&  lenocinate  ad  viria  publicoe  authoritatis  malc,qva? 
pttdicaforrafl’e  ad  fpeftaculu  matronaprocefifcratjrevertitur  impudica4Adhucdeinde 
moru  quinta  labes  , qu^  probrorum  fomentajqu.'e  alirr.enta  vitiorumj  hiftrionibus 
geftibus  inquinari  ? videre  contra  t<edus  lufqj  nafeendi  padentivim  inceft^  turpitii- 
dinis  elaborata Ibidem,  beheld 5 
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beheld,  and  the  evtll  of publtkg  authority playing  the  Pander  to 
thefe  vices , [he  who  at  firfi  came  perchance  a ebafie  <*TUatrcn 
to  the  Flay  , returnes  a Strumpet  from  the  Play - hot* fie,  tJMore- 
over,  what  a great  corruption  of  mens  manners , what  feme* 
tat  ions  of  reproachful!  athons,  what  a fuel!  of  vices  is  it,  to  be 
polluted  rvith  hifilnonicatt  geftures,  to  fee  filthy  Incefl  elaborate- 
ly atted,  again  ft  the  very  covenant  and  right  of  mans  nativity  f 
g C Men  are  emafculated ; all  the  honour  and  vigor  of  their  s ^ee  ^ S’* 
Sex  is  abated  by  the  fUthineffe  of  an  effeminated  body  ; and  he  * 

there  gives  be }}  content  ,who  dothmoft  dtffolvs  himfielfie  into  ^ tine  is  recited* 
woman : his  finneaddes  to  his  applaufie,  and  he  ts  reputed  the 
more  skjlfiull,  by  how  much  the  more  filthy  he  is.  what  then 
cannot  he  perfwade  who  tsfuch  a one  ? he  moves  the  fences , he 
fioothes  the  affeftions,  he  expugnes  the fironger  confidence  of  an 
upright  heart ; neither  wants  there  the  authority  of  flattering 
reproach , that  fo  dejlruclten  may  creepe  upon  men  by  a more 
delicate  hearing,  h They  represent  ur.cbafte  Venus,  adults-  hqQQ  4<c  ' 
roue  Mars,  yea,  their  great  love,  not  more  a Tritsce  irrdomi-  SceneVp.75' 
nion  3 then  in  vices  ; burning  with  hit  very  Thunderbolts  into  i See  Ladmt.us 
terrene  loves  ; * fomeUmes  waxing  white  in  the  feathers  of  a &Ifa  Rcli- 
Swan;  k otherw lodes  deficending  in  a golden  fnoure  j1  anon  f'1 ff 

commmg  forth  attended  with  Birds  to  ravifh  and  finach  away  y~ 

yong  To  tithes,  in  Examine  now  whether  tbofe  who  behold  thefe  Orauo.*  Ad-  * 
Spectacles  can  be  fine  ere  or  chafte,  whiles  they  imitate  the  gods  hor.  ad  Gen- 
t hey  wo  r [hip  ? Even  finnes  them  fie  Ives  are  made  religion*  to  res>  dtkenaus 
the  fie  wretches : O if  thou  couldeft  jl  anting  in  that  fab  lime  \ 'j  ^ 

wateb-towre  infert  thine  eyes  into  their fiecrets,  open  the  defied  morph  lib^o" 
do  ores  of  their  bed-chambers,  and  bring  all  iheir  hidden  tnmofl  k Latianthu,  De 
rocmes  unto  the  confidence  or  the  light,  thou  migktefi  fee  that  falfaRelig.c.u,. 
done  by  thefe  unchafie  perfons,  which  is  a finne  to  fee:  thou  -^mobiles,  Ad- 
mtghiefl  fee  thztyvhtchthty  fight  ng  under  the  fury  of  their  vices  j^1  Gpmes. 

OwdMetamorph.l.io.Tei^jf  Eumichus.sSuguft  De  Chv.Dei.l42«c.7.  * Lallan tan  Dc 
fhlfaRelig.c  1 i.OiddMetamorph.  lac  Julius  Firmtcus,  De  Errore  Profanarum  Re- 
lig^cap.^.  m Quaere  iam  nunc  an  poffit  efi'e  qui  fpe&at,  integer  ve l pudicus,  cum 
Deos  iuos  quos  vencran:ur  irnirantnr  5 O fl  & podis  in  ilia  fublimi  fpecula  ccn- 
ftitutus  ociiios  iuos  inferere  Cecretis3recludere cubiculoru  cbdudtos  fcres3&ad  con- 
fcicntia  litminis  penetralia  ocadtareferarejalpiciasabimpiidicis  geri,qucd  nec  afpi- 
cere  poffi:  frons  pudica,&o  Cyyian.SfiJlda.Ppifi^  See  Ad y Scene  3. p.  168.1^5). 
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deny  themfelves  to  have  done , andyet  they  haftcnfpr  to  doe  it, 

5 -enc  ^ * * " Men  rufh  upon  men  With  mad  unruly  luftsj&c,  A fuificient 

and^et*1'  adequate  teftimony  of  my  Minors  truth,  Adde  wee  to 
Scene  Vp  135*  thefe  irrefragable  Witnefles  fome  others  of  no  lefleva- 
1 36.  & in  ♦ lidity  : Tattanm, ft  sits  Stage-players,  P the  Promoters  of  A- 
p Adulterii  pro-  dultery,  the  Tutors  ol  effeminate  Dancers,  and  Sodomites ; the 
ni^°do"to/°"  aut^ors  0fdAmn*ble  prafttfes  ; the  teachers  of  adultery , 
codcmnando-  objeene  wsrds  wtih  a loud  voyee , «fj£  lafctvtous  mots - 

, r'jm  author,  0**/  promulgating  all  noElurnall  abominations,  and  uttering  all 

Obfcsm  verba  obfeenities  that  might  delight  the  Auditors . 4 Theophylus  An - 
nafo  refonance  //^/^^writes:  (fhrtfttans  in  his  time  durft  not  be - 

motus  mdecen  Stage-playef,  left  their  eyes  fhould  be  defiled  with  the  adul- 

tes  moventurj  Merits  of  thofe  Devill-gods  and  men , that  wen  there  perfona- 

6 adulterioru  ted ; and  left  their  eares  fhould  fucke  tn  thofe  prephane  verfes 

in  fee  hi  Magi-  that  were  there  recited , To  pafle  by  r A rnobms,  who  de- 
Mirr*6’  c^a*mcs  rmch  againfl  theobfeenity  of  Stage-playes , whtch  did 
ftant  Omnes  adulterate  the  mindes , inflame  the  lufls  of  the  Spettatcrs , by 
nequitis  no-  reafon  of  thofe  lewde  adulterous  villanies  of  Idol-gods  that  were 
&urn*,&  quid  reprefented  tn  them 3 which  he  at  larges  dtfcypbers : Laclantt - 
obfexne  difhi  us^  his  Scholler,  writes  thus  of  Stage-playes.  * In  Stage- 
dernuicere  po-  piayes  alfo . I know  not  whether  there  be  a more  dangerous  cor- 
aka  voce  pro-  rHPlton*  Comte  all  fables  treat  of  the  rapes  of  Vtrgtn:,  or 

muigantur.  0-  of the  loves  of  Harlots  ,and  by  how  much  the  more  eloquent  the 
ratio  Contra  Gr^  Poets  are  who  have  feined  tbefs  wickednejfes,  by  fo  much  the 
cos  BibLPatrum.  more  doe  they  perfwade  by  their  elegant  fentences , and  the  more 
s^Ne^cstcr^  eafih  doethetr  wel-compofed  and  adorned  verfes  fticke  in  the 
fpeftacula  fpe_  memory  of  the  Hearers.  Liktwife  Tr&gtcali  Hifrories  prefent 
ttare  aildemus,  unto  mens  eyes  the  Taric  ides,  the  1 nee  ft s of  evdl  Kings,  and 
ne  ocuti  nokri  they  demonftrate  tragicall  wtckgdnejfes,  z The  moft  unchafte 
inquinentur5& 

aures  neftrs  hauriantprophanaJqu,s  ibi  decantantur,c3rmina.  Nec  phas  eft  nobis 
audire  adulteria  Deorum  hominiiq',, Scc^d  Autoly  cum.  1.^. Bib  Tatr.Tcm.i.p  170. G.H 
r Adverf  Genres. 1.4^.149. (.7.  p.  131.2-32,133.  f In  feenis  nelcio  an  lit 
corruptela  viciolior.Nam  Sc  Comics  fabulse  de  ftupris  virginum  ioquuntur  ant  a- 
moribus  meretricum:&  quo  magis  funt  eloqueces,qui  fl.igitiaillafinxeruntjeo  ma- 
gis  fententiarumeleganriaperfiudent,  & facilius  mhsrent  audiencium  memorise 
verfus  numerofi  Sc  ornr.ti.Item  Tragics  hiftorisc  fubijeiunt  oculis  parricidia  & in- 
ecfta  Regum  malflrittn  & cothurnatafcelera  demonftram,  Laftantius&c  Vtrc  Cultu, 
l;&.6',cepfio.,  * Hiftrionum  quoqjimpudicifiiaii  motus3quid  aliud5nili  libidines  do- 
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mot  tons  hkewife  of  St  age -players,  what  elfe  doe  they  but  teach  ctnt^[ nfti- 

andprouokelufts*  whofe  enervated  bodies  diffolved  into  a wo-  gant?quorum 

mans  pace  and  habit,  perfonate  uncha fie  women  mth  dtfiwnefl  enervatacor- 

oeflures.  what  [hall  1 1 leak e of  mimical J Ail  or*  who  carry  P0l‘a>_&  in  ^u- 

along  with  them  even  tn  outwardjbew,tbe  dtjopltne  of  depra - habj«Kj.  mol- 

v’t*g  corruptions?  who  teach  adulteries  whiles  they  feine  them,  lira,  impudicas 

and  by  counterfeit  rcprefentations  inftrutt  men  howto  commit  fseminas  inho- 

even  re  all  mcleaneffes . u What  may  yong  <JMen,  or  Virgins  neibs  geftibus 

doe, when  as  they  perceive  thefe  things  to  be  attedwitheut  Jhame,  jntcr*  • 

and  willingly  to  be  beheld  of  all  f Verily  they  are  admontfbcd  loquor  corrup- 

what  they  may  doe,  and  they  are  inflamed  with  lufl,  which  is  telaru  prxfe- 

mofi  of  all  excited  by  the  fight : and  every  one  according  to  his  rentibus  difci- 

Sex  doth  prefigure  htmfelfe  in  thefe  Images  • yea,  thej  approve  pbnam  ? Sui 

them  whiles  they  laugh  at  them , and  they  return  mere  corrupt  ^dTfin-nlnV 

to  their  Chambers  by  reafon  of  the  vices  which  adhere  unto  &*fimulatis  J 

them.  * And  not  onely  Children  who  ought  not  to  be  feafoned  erudiuntad  ve- 

wtth  premature  vices , but  even  old  men,  for  whom  it  is  un-  ra ? ibidem. 

feemely  now  to  finne9  [tray  afide  into  this  path  of  vices.  ^Qipdiuvenes, 

Therefore  ale  Spectacles  and  Stage-  ciant^' qafi hsec 

playes  (I  pray  obferve  it  well)  are  vvholy  to  & fieri  fine  pu- 

BE  avoyded,  not  onely  left  any  vices  [hould  harbour  in  dore,&  fpe&i- 

our  hearts y which  ought  to  be  calmeand  quiet ; but  hkewife  left  r*  bbenter  ab 

the  cufiome  of  any  pleafure  fpould  delight  us,  and  fo  tvRNE 

vs  from  God  and  from  good  vvorkes.  y Tea  (ur -,j  * 

thefe  Enter  Judes  with  which  men  are  delighted,  and  at  which  facere  poffinr, 

they  are  willingly  prefent ; becaufe  they  are  THE  GREATEST  & inflamantur 

instigations  vntovice,  (pray  marke  it)  and  hfodmcjciuae 

THE  MOST  POVVERFV  LL  INSTRVMENTS  TO  COR-  “’PeC‘l,maxH 

me  concitatur: 

sc  fe  quifqj  pro  fexu  in  iltrs  imaginibus  praefigurat : probantque  ilia  dum  rident,  & 
ad ha» rentibus  vitijs  corniptiores  ad  cubicuia  revemimur./^cw.  * Nec  pueri  mo- 
do,  quos  praematuris  vitijs  imbm  non  oportet,  fed  etiam  fen-es  quos  peccare  iara 
non  decet  in  talem  vitiorum  femitam  dilabuntur.  Vitanda  ergo  fpcftarula  om- 
nia, non  folum  ne  quid  vitiorum  peftoribus  infideat.,  qttSE  fedata  & pacifica  efie 
i decent,  fedne  cujus  nos  voluptatis  confuetudo  deliniat,  & a Deo  atque  a bo- 
' ms  operibus  avertat.  Ibidem.  J His  fpedbculis  & delettantur,  & libenterin- 
terfunt.  Qaae,  quoniam  maxima  funt  irntamenta  vitiorum,  & ad  corrumpen- 
dos  animos  pGtifiime  valent,  tollenda  funt  nebis  : quia  non  modo  ad  vitam 
aeatani.  nihil  contemne/ed  etiam  nocenr  plurimurn.  Ibidem* 
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RVI'TMENS  MINDES,  ARE  VVHOLY  TO  EE  ABOLI- 
SHED fi-OM  among  v S ; Since  they  dee  not  onclj ■ not  con- 
tribute any  ihtng  to  an  happy  ltfey  bat  likjsmfe  doe  much  hurt, 
fc  Quid  fcena?  In  another  worke  of  his  he  writes  thus.  z what  u the 
nmn  fan&ior  ? ^play-bou/e  ? is  tt  more  holy  then  thefe  Sword-plajes  ? tn  which 


ill  quaCo.ri^  a Comedy  treates  of  Rapes, and  Loves  ; a Tragedy  cf  Inceftt, 


a inoid  b u ^ Tra-  an<*  furthers.  CM  or  cover  unchafte  Htftrtomcalf  ge (lures. 


gxdiade  mce-  tvith  which  they  imitate  infamous  Women,  doe  teach  thofe  lujis 
ft:s  & purria-  which  they  cxprcjfe  by  dancing:  And  is  not  then  a ‘ Player  the 


u j>  tabulating  abruption  of  difctpline, in  whom  thofe  things  that  are  done  aye 
impudieige-  * h represent  ationy  that  Jo  thofe  things  which  are  trusly 


Hiftrioniaetia 


ft  us  ,q  ui  bus  in-  real^  may  hi  perpetrated  without  any  jhame.  Tong  men  behold 
fames  feminas  thefe  things^  whofe  flippery  age , which  fhould  be  brtdekd  and 
i .nitantiir,Iibi-  governed,  is  tnftru&cd to  commit finnes  and  vices  by  thefe  re - 
dmes, q ms ul-  pyefentations , Therefore  all  Playes  are  to  bee 
mum,  docent:  AV°YE>EE>  that  WE  May  entoy  a ferenefate  ofminde . 
An  no  mi  mils  THESE NOXIOVS  PLEASVRES  ARE  TO  BE  RENOVN- 
corrupceia  dif-  CEd,  left  we  being  delighted  with  their  pefhf crons  fweetneffe, 
ciplinaru  eft  ? fhould  fall  mo  the  fsares  of  death.  Veriue  alone , whoje  reward 
in  quo  huntper  ^ imm9rta%*  wjJl  then  content  usywhen  fhe  hath  overcome  thefe 

non  func^  ut  fi- 


pleafures.  Thusfarre  Lattantixs,  moft  elegantly,  moft 


ant  ime  pudo-  truely.  Adde  wee  to  him  Minucius  Felix , that  emi- 
re,quse  vera  nent  Chriftian  Lawyer,  whom  a LaSlamius  himfelfe  com - 


funt.Speftant  wends ; who  writes  thus  of  Stage-playes.  b Tour  Ccme- 
t os \ juor ia ml u * an^  ^ rafe^iet  glory  in  incefluous  perfons,  and  yet  you  wil* 


bnca  ajtas^quae  read and  heare  them  : and foyou  worfhtp  Incejhiom 

fi*nari,ac  vegi  gods , who  have  couple  dwith  their  owne  <JM  others  /Daughters, 

debetjsd  vitia 

& pe^cata  his  imagimbus  eruditur.  Fugienda  igitur  omni3  fpedacula  ut  tranquiliu 
mentis  ftatuna  tenere  poflimus.Renunaandum  noxijs  voluptatibus3ne  deliniti  (hi- 
virate  pefiifera,in  mortis  laqueos  incidamus.  Placet  fola  virtus,  cujus  merces  im- 
mor  tabs  eft,  qivnm  vicerit  voluptarem.  Lattaatm*  Vivlmnm.  In  fit.  Epitome  cap.  6. 
* Minucius  Felix  non  ignobilis  inter  caufidicos  loci  fuit.  Hujvs  liber,  cui  OAavio 
tit  ulus  eR,d£clarat,qium  idonns  aflertor  veritatis  efle  potuiffet,fi  fe  totum  ad  id  ftu- 
dium  contuliffet.  De  fuftitia!ib.$  .cap  i.  b Comxdia?  & Tragsedix  veftra:  inceftis 
gloriantur,  quas  vos  libenter  & legitis,  & auditis : & ftc  Deos  colitis  incc- 
itos,  cum  mitre,  cum  filia,  cum  forore  eonjunAos  i merito  igitur  inceftum 
penes  vos  .fepc  deprshenditur  Temper  admitticur.  Tdinncim  Felix.  Oflavius, 


Pi' 
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Sifttrs:  Worthily  therefore  (fuch  was  the  fruit  of  theie 
their  Stage-playes)  is  Jncefi  oft-times  deprehendcd  among  e ^ 

I [on,  alwayes  is  it  tolerated  and  committed . c We  therefore  ^ mor^us  & 
who  are  valued  according  to  our  maners  and  modsfty , deferved - pUdore  cenfe- 
ly  abfte'tne  from  your  evill  pleafures , jourfhewes,  and  Stage - mur  memo 
playes.  whom  we  know  to  have  taken  their  origin  all  from  your  malts  voljipta- 
Idol-wor (hip,  and  whofe  noxious  flattering  enticements  we  con-  “ § ycfo  fs°  &* 
demne . For  in  your  Chariot-playes3who  would  not  abhorre  the  fpeftacuhs*  ab« 
madnefre  of  the  people  brawling  among  themfelves  ? the  difct - ftmemus:  quo- 
pltne  or  art  of  mur  t her  in  Sword - playes  f in  Stage-playes  like - rum&de  iacris 
wife  there  is  no  leffe  fury  y more  prolix  obfcenity  : For  one  while 
theiefiing  After,  doth  either  expound  adulteries',  or  ferfonate  ^ndimenta11 
them.  Another  while , the  effeminate  Stage -:damn:.mus,Nl 
PLAYER  WHILES  HE  FEINES  LOVE,  DOTH  V I O-  in  ludis  curuli- 
LENTLY  inflict  it.  The  fame  by  pcrfonating  whore - bus,quis  non  ^ 
domesy  r'ohes  hatreds  difgraceth your  rods:  The  fame  with  !10lreat  P0PLUi 
grief  es  provokes  your  teares  with  his  vame gejtures  and  infaniam  > m 
nous.  1 has you  de fire  true  mart  her,  you  bswaile  fetned,  &c.  gladiator  i js  ho- 
Thus  bee.  Saint  Bafilthe  great , informes  us : * That  the  micidij  difdpli- 
vtry  beholding  and  hearing  of  Stage-playes  ingenders  over-  marram  icenicis 
much  lufi  in  the  mmdes  of  men ; That  Stage-playes  abounding 
with  lafcivious  Speftacles  are  the  common  Shops  of  all  wicked - pitudo  prolixi- 
nefre  : that  they  ftickefaft  in  the  mindes  of  the  Auditors : and  or.  N unc  enim 
fervetonootherpurpofe  buttoperfwadcallmen  unto  filthtnejfe . mimus,  vel  ex- 
Cregory  Nyffen.  records  • c That  lafcivious  Speftacles ; and 

Nunc  enervis  hiftrio  amorem  du  3ngit,infligit.Tde  Deos  veftrcsjinduendo  ftupra, 
fnfpiria,odia>dedecorat.Idern  limulatis  doloribus  lacrymas  veftras  vanis  geftibus  & 
nuttbus  provocat  Sic  homkidiu  in  YeroflagitatiSjin  mendacio  fletis.  lbid.p.n^iza.. 
4 Spcdtacula  & corrupti  cantus nimiam in  animis  ingeneraces  libidine,&c.  Ncfcij 
fane  ludos  fpe&aculis  abundantes  lafcivis^comuncm  ac  publicr-m  cfficinam  fcelerum 
effe  : modulationes  atq;  concentus  merecriciofq;  cantus,  anditorum  animis  infi* 
dentes^nil  alind  etficere,quam  ut  turpitndincm  omnibus  perfuadeant,  citharasdo- 
rumfonitus  maitanres.  Hexamer&n,  Hons  4.  Tom.  1.  pag.  4?.  See  De  Legend  is  I'tbris 
Gtnti!iums  Oratio. pag.  408.  4 1 * . accordingly.  « Sordida  & luxuriofa  Spe<ftacula3 
& in  muris3  & in  aulis  diverfx  ad  luxuriam  animae  pidurs5  & in  vahs  fculpturie 
impreffe  nequitiam  pr.rdicant,quibus  cogitatio  ad  cupiditates  fuas  revocatur^  vitu- 
peroflfpe&aculi  vifione^ad  animam  ufquc  pajfTionum  affedhi  perveniente,ne  fcilices 
cupidttatum  ardorc  extinguatur,  am  retundatur.  Vita  Mofm  Enarratio.  vae.  502I 
See  joi. 
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filthy  ‘Tifdures  engraven  or  painted  either  in  Walls,  in  Halls, 
or  Plate,  ( to  fatisfis  the  luxury  of  the  minde ) doe  procUime 
Iswdnejfe  : the  thoughts  are  recalled  to  thetr  lufij , by  the  fight 
of  thefe  bhune-wmhy  Spectacles , \ vhofe  inflammation  piercetb 
even  to  the  affeCltons,  left  yenly  the  heat  of  mens  lujls  fbottld  be 
« on  die  a abJit-*-  cl^enc^*  f tf  thou  c wide  (l  dtve , / fay, net  into  the  Vejjels 

qu  c hujufmodi,  A>:c*  ^ashts  ( for  they  are  mamfejl  unto  many , neither  are  they 
non  dico  vafar-  different  from  thetr  filthinejfe  of  life)  but  into  the  retyred  hidden 
la  Brc^pfaias  fecrets  of  the  minds  and  foule  of  a man  delighted  with  thefe 
mcnc*  n^c*!  h Spttttdesjhou  fhouldefl  verily  there  finds  a /linking  rottenneffe 
en^^m^tur-  0Jm*”}  accumulated Frogges ; that  is  (as  hec  there  ex- 
pitudme  vita;)  preffeth  himfeife  in  a former  paffage)  of  filthy  lujls  and 
fed  occulta  me-  vices.  But  even  the  eye  of  a chafe  man  is  cleans,  and  refufeth 
ns  & animi  thefe  Spettacles  which  incite  men  unto  luxury , or  carnall plea - 

^ris^Tam  ver"  fure*  ^ur  common  fray- haunters  and  lafeivious  Pi- 
accumulating0  &ure-mafters  therefore, by  this  Fathers  verdid,  (\vhat- 
ranaruputredi-  ev^er  they  may  deeme  themfelves,)  are  nochafte,  no 
nem  reperies  modefl:  perfons ; %yea  rather  beafis , then  men ; as  he  there 
At.  tearmes  them.  Gregory  Na&ienzjen,  (Files  Stage-players; 
nis  o-ulus°ail  h ferVM7ts  6f  lewdnejfe:  CPlaj-boufes,  * the  lafeivious  fops 
mundus  & ofaSfilthinejfe  and  impurity : Stage-playes  : k the  difhonsfl 
hasc  qux  ad  unfeemely  inflruclions  of  lafeivious  meny  who  refute  nothing 
luxuriam  inci-  filthy,  but  mode  fly ; by  which  nature  is  vitiated , and  made 
tant/pe&acula  adulterous,  andfiverall  frames  of  different  Infs  are  kindled, 
sefuTmtur^  1 Theaters  hkewife  are  feafoned  with  mefl  filthy  things  • lefl 
refplcit,  homi-  that  thefe  difeaj'es  fhould  pratt  ife  their  lewdneffe  onely  infe- 
nes:  quivitam  cret;  Rewards  are  promifed  to  thefe  dtfitonefi,  and  wicked  in- 
confideratjn  on 

homines/ed  ex  brutorum  genere  eos  efle  putabit : cujus  quidem  bruti  figna  tam 
in  univerfa  domoa  quam  in  fingulis  invenias  partibus.  ibidem  h Turpitudinis 
adminiftri.  Ad  Selcucum3Ve  Refta  educations,  pag  106}.  » Lafciva  fseditaris,  & 
impuritatis onjnis  officina .Ibidem.  ^ Lafcivorum  hominum  inhoneftse  & inde- 
coras  difciplmae,  qui  nihil  turpe  ducunt,  praster  modeftiam.  Nimirum  in  his 
natura  vitiatur  & adulterina  fit,  voluptatumque  flamma  multiplex  accenditur. 
Ibidem.  1 Etiam  fpurciflimus  rebus  Theatra  conduntur.,  ut  ne  hi  morbi  clana 
turpitudinem  fuam  exerceant.  Sed  difeiplinis  improbis  & fceleratis  praemia  pro- 
pofitafint.  Tuautemmihi  velim  haecexecrem.  Nolipupulas  tuas  polluere.,  fed 
omnesoculoriKncorrupteia*  yi-tato*  »t  pupui*  tuas  mihi  Virgines  cura  tua  mane- 
ant.  ibidem. 

fruitions : 
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ftruBtons : But  doe  thou  have  theft  things  in  execration  : Suf- 
fer not  thy  female  pupils  to  be  defiled  with  them ; but  caufe 
them  to  avoyd  all  corruptions  of  thetr  eyesy  that fo  they  may  con- 
tinue Virgins  to  me,  by  thy  care ; Intimating  hereby,  that 
refort  to  Stage-playes,  would  foone  defioure  their.  Vir- 
ginity, and  make  them  Strumpets.  Saint  Hilary  in- 
form es  us,  m 7 hat  he  who  will  afcend  up  into  the  Hill  of  the  m Tmmacuh- 
j Lord  muft  kjsepe  himjelje  nnjpotted  from  corruption ; his  body  tus  fit,  ac  niti- 
nmftnot  be  defiled  with  whoredome ; his  eyes  mufi  not  bepolifi-  a us : fitque  ei 
ted  with  Stage  playes:  which  hee  there  couples  with  ”on  corpus 
whordome,  becaufe  they  ingender  unchafte  affections  mmatum^on 
in  mens  heaits,  and  oft-times  allure  them  to  actuall  oculi  fpe&acu- 
lewdneffe.  Therefore  in  his  Commentary  on  the  1 18.  fistheatralifcus 
alias  the  119.  Pfalme , verfe  37.  (Turns  away  mine  eyes  fordidati,&c. 
from  beholding  vanity)\\t  paraphrafeth  th\XS\nThat  the  Fro-  ™ pfal, 

fhet  prajes  to  hwe  both  the  eyes  of  his  body  and  minde  turned  n4Orat  autenf  * 
away  fiom  Stage-piayesy  and  the  obfeene  fables  of  difhone ft  En - & animi  & 
terludt  s • which  did  formerly  occupy  and  defile  thpm.  Cyrtll  of  corporis  ccu- 
HierufaUm  aiSrmes  ; 0 That  Play-houfe  meetings , and  los  3 eos  fcili- 
Playes , which  are  the  Devils  Pompesy  were  fraught  with  all 
lewdnejfe^  contumely , and  inconttneucy ; Whence  he  perfwades  jls  Cap^v|U^n. 
all  Cbrtftians  to  avoyd  them . Saint  Ambrofe  ftiles  Stage-  cubant,  & ob- 
playes  P Spettacles  ofTamtiesy  by  which  the  Demllconvayes  fctfnis  lllis  fpe- 
incenttves  of  pleafures  into  mens  hearts . Let  us  therefore  ^aculorum  h - 
(faith  he)  tume  away  our  eyes  fern  tbefe  vanities , and  Stage - ta”/i^CjVan*~ 
p l ayes  fie  ft  our  minds  jhould  ajfeB  t ha  which  our  eyes  behold ibidem  peg 
let  us  come  to  God  that  he  would  doe  it  for  us.  In  thefiip  of  thy  g.  f. 
body  there  is  a temp:  ft  of  lufts  ray  fid , and  yet  thou  turns  ft  not  0 Poirpa  Dia- 
away  the  eyes  0}  thy  Joule  that  they  [hould  not  fee  the  flake  of  in 

lufts y nor  behold  the  filth  of  this  world  : Such  are  Stage-  ftac^*  &^c C" 

Ne  ergo  fis  curiofus  in  freejuentia  fpeftaculorum,  ubi  confpicias  mitnorum  petu- 
1 anti  as,  omni  contumelia  & impudicitia  refertas.  Sic.  Catecbefis  Mjftagogic  capa . foU 
1 7 S . B.  P Diabolus  tibi  efFund.it  fpefhcula  vanitatuTi  5 incentiva  inferat  volup- 
tatum : pete  ut  dominus  ayertat  oculos  tuos.  Avertamus  igitur  oculcs  a vanitati- 
bus,  atque  ludorum  theatralium  fpe&aculis,  ne  quod  oculus  viderit,  animus  con- 
cupifcat.  In  hoc  navigio corporis  tui  movetur  aefius  cupiditatum  > & non  avert?* 
oculos  animx  tux  ne  videant  fentinam  libidinum,ne  afpiciant  mundi  hujus  fier- 
cora*  ^mbrofEnarraiJn  Tfalj  1 8 . OBon.  5 4 Tom,  2,  fag.  4 3 o . F.  4 3 1 4 b.d. 
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playes  in  this  Fathers  lepute.  S Hierom'xw  his  Epiftle  to 
f J-in7sVeS  *n  writes  thus  unto  her.  ^ The  fame  of  ch  aft  tty  in 

puJickL  eft'1  moments  a tender  things  like  a M2  ft  be  anti  full  flower  it  is 
cpali  fios  pul-  ejwklj  blafted  with  a f mall winde,  and  corrupted  with  an  eafie 
eherrimus  cito  breath:  efieciaHy  where  both  ageconfents  to  vice , and  the  au- 
adlevem  mar  - thority  of  an  Hujband  is  wanting,  whofe  fhadow  is  the  fhelter 
°f  ^e  Wife.  r wherefore  let  no  frtz,eld-pated  Steward,  no  effe- 
rilpicur ^maxi-  mm^e  Stage-player  accompany  thee ; let  not  the  venomous 
me  ubi  xus  fweetneffe  of  a Diabolicall  Singer  come  neere  thee>  nor  a ccmpt 
confentit  ad yi-  and  beauti fall  Tom  h*  Have  t hots  nothing  to  dee  with  Stage- 
«TfTn-  playes : becaufa  they  are  the  pleafng  incendiaries  of  mens  lufts 
fioritas  cVu"  advices:  becaufa  they  draw  mens  fotiles  by  their  flattering 
umbra  tut  amen  e>it*faments  t0  deadly  plea  fares,  ( which  (fhriftians  fhotsld  ex - 
uxoris  cft.Epift,  tinguijh  with  the  love  of  Chrift,  andcurbe  with  faftmg:)  and 
9C ■ 5 -To.  l.p.zS.  cats  fa  them  to  violate  the  vow  and  bond  of  Chaftlt7,  °f  Wtddow - 
hocdi  of  V trginity . So  in  his  Commentary  on  E^schieL  lib. 6. 
mi^rnus3  a~  ca?  2°*  hecertifiethus.  f That  we  alfo  when  as  we  depart 
curator, non  out  °f  v/£g)ft*  are  commanded  to  c aft  away  all  thofe  things 

hiftrio  fradus  which  offend  cur  ejes, that  fo  we  may  not  be  delighted  with  thofe 
in  feminarn,  things  with  which  we  were  formerly  affetted  in  the  world  • tc 
Saboikfv S Wit*  *nveMttoriS  tf^hilofcphers  and  Heretiques, which 

nenata  dulce”  aye  r*$tly  filled  Idols . JVe  mvft  hkewife  remove  our  eyes  from 
do,non  iuvenis  Spe  blacles,  yea  rather,  the  offences  ef  ^£gypt, as  Sword- 

ciiltos  & niti-  playes , Cirque -playes,  and  Stage-playes ; which  defile  the  pu- 
dus. Nihil  artrn  rity  of  the Joule ; and  by  the  fences  gaine  entrance  to  the  minde  : 
iiin^atur^&c^1  a?1d  fa>  that  is  fulfilled,  which  is  written ; T)eath  hath  entred 
eo  qued  incen-  b J°ur  windowes : By  this  grave  learned  Fathers  verdift 
tiva  vitiorum  then , it  is  mofl:  evident ; that  Stage-play es  devirginate 
omniutitiliant  unmarried  perfons,  efoecially  beautifull  tender  Vir- 
animos,&  qui- 

bufdam  illecebris  ad  mortiferas  animam  voluptates  trahunt,&c.I&Nfcw?,See  Epifi. io. 
tap  4 .&  Epift, 1 8. accordingly.  f Sed  & nobis  quando  cxitur  de  i£gypto,iubetur  uc 
offenfiones  oculorum  nofttoru  abijciamus,  ne  fcilicet  his  deledemur,.quibn$  antea 
deledabamurinfxculorne  nmulachris  ^gyptipolluamur,adinventiombus  fcilicet 
Philofophorumjatqj  Hsereticoru^quaeredeldolanominantur.  A.  fpedaculis  quoqj,, 
imo  offenfionibus  ^.gypti  removeamusoculos, arenas  ,circi,  Theatrorum,  & omrii- 
hus,quat  animat  contaminant  puritatem,&  per  fenfus  ingrediuntur  ad  mentem:  im- 
pleturquc  quod  feriptum  eft : Mors  intravit  per  feneftras  veftras.  Ibidun.  Tom*  4« 


Pakt.i. 


Hifl  rio-fiM  aflix 


41 


gins  who  refort  unto  them,  (which  I wouid  our  fe-  * Sec  Auguftinc 
male  Play-haunters ; and  * their  Parents  would  ccnfider;)  Oorn^ 1 1 
that  they  defile  their  foules  with  impure  carnal!  lufts;  t ludi^eHid 
and  fo  let  in  eternall  death  upon  them.  Saint  Augufime  Spedacula  tur- 
brandsall  Stage^playej  with  this  ftigmaticail  ImprcfTe.  pstudinum,  z>e 
That  they  are  c the  Spetiacles  offrllhineffe  : u The  over  turners  civit.T>ei.  lib  1. 
efgoodnc (fie  and  hone  fly : * The  chafers  away  of  aU  mode  fly  and  } **. 
ch  ijhty : Y Meretricious  froewes.  The  mchafle,  the  filthy  ge-  honeftat^e- 
Jlures  of  Atiors  : The  art  of  mifchievous  villanies,  which  even  vcrC10.1bUe.13. 
mo dcfl  Pagans  did  blufh  to  behold:  The  invitations  to  lewd-  * Vere  Fugalia, 
neffe,  by  which  the  Devill tifeth  to  gain e innumerable  compa - jedpudorisSt 
nies  of  evil!  men  unto  himfefe.  Hence  hee  ftiles  Theaters; 

2 The  C^ges  of  uncle  aneffe,  the  pMkeprofeffions  &f  wicked-  y Meretriciam 
Kejfc,  of  wicked  men  : and  Stage-playes ; a The  mofl  petu-  pompam  hinc 
/ant,  the  mofl  impure,  impudent,  wicked , uncleane ; the  mofl  celebrari^&c. 
fhamefull  and  deteflable  attcnements  of  filthy  ‘Devil-gods ; Avertebant  fa- 
wbich  to  true  Religion  are  mofl  execrable:  whofe  A tiers  the 
Uudable  toveardnes  of  Rcmamtrtue  had  deprived  of  allhonour , fee  m comm,  ar- 
disflanchtfed  their  tribe,  acknowledged  as  filthy,  made  in  fa-  tem  fiagitij  vi- 
mous:  becaufe  the  people  were  inflrutied,  inc  our  aged  by  the  derc  erubefeen- 
fight  and  bearing  of  Stage-playes,  to  imitate,  to  pratiifie  thofe  tes,ne  auderent 
alluring  criminous  fitiions;  thofe  ignominious  fatis  of  T agan-  ^5 hero 
gods , that  were  either  wickedly  and  filthily  forged  of  them,  or  cernere3  Sic . 
more  wickedly  and  filthily  committed  by  them . Hence  is  it  Frequentans 
that  this  godly  Father , doth  * oft  diffuade  all Chriflians  from  in  aperto  invi- 
atiing,  feeing^  or  frequenting  St  age-play  es,  and  Cirque -play  es,  tamenta,ne'r 
becaufe  they  are  but? anders, but  allctiives  to  uncle  aneffe  fine  en-  mnu- 

merabiles  milos. ibidem. Lx.c.i6.  * Theatra,  Caves  turpitudinum  ; & profeflfiones 
publics  fhgitioforii.  VeConfcnfu  Evani.l.i .c.$  3 .Tom.^.pars  1.^530.  a Hanc  talium 
numinum  placationem  petul mtiflimam,impurillimam3impudenti{Iirnam,  neauiifi- 
I mam,  immundiflimam,  cujus  adores  laudanda  Romans  virrut is  indoles  honcre 
j privavitjtribu  movit,agnovit  turpes, fecit  infames.  Hanc  inquam  pudendam^versq; 
religiom  adverfandam  & dereftandam  numinum  placationemjhas  fabulas  in  Deos 
! illecebrofas  atqus  crimir.ofas,  h sc  ignominiofa  Deorum  fada  fcelerate  rurpiterqj 
confida3vel  fceleratius  turpinfque  commiffa.>oculis  & auribus  publicis  civitas  cota 
difcebat,hsccomrnifia  numimbus  placereceraebat,  & ideo  non  folum  illis  exhi- 
benda/ed  ribi  quoque  imitanda  credebat.  ldm.D*  Civit.DcUih^cap.i7<  * Qua  fu- 
pra.De  Dodrina Chriftiana.lib.  2.  cap.  15,  De  Symboload  Catechumenos.lib.^, 
cap. 1.  Confeflionum.  lib.^cap.7.8  4&  Epift.20  2. 
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diaries  and  fomentations  unto  car  nail  lujls * Hence  he  fpcakes 
thus  to  Chriftian  Parents  (which  I would  to  God  thofe 
gracelefie  Parents  who  either  accompany,  fend,  encou- 
rage, or  elfe  permit  their  Children  to  runne  to  filthy, 
bQuo  feme l eft  lewde,  lafeivious  Stage-playes, b which  vitiate,  which  de- 


imbuta  reccns^  py^ve  them  ever  after , would  ferioufly  confider: ) c A s oft , 
CnV:ijK  °^oie  deare  Breathren,  as  you  know  that  any  if  your  Children  re  fort 
F in  l spifl  i ett^er  t0  ptrtopu%  bloody , or  pithy  enterluast,  with  a vaine  per • 


fag.  zq.  fwation , and  peftif trows  love , as  if  it  were  to  fome  good  work?, 

c 'Quotiefcuq;  yen  who  now  by  the  grace  of  God  contemnegnot  onely  thefe  iuxu- 

fratrescharifti- 


rious , but  alfo  cruell  recreations , and  difports , ought  diligently 


mi  aliquos  ex  tQ  chaftife  them,  and  t9pray  more  abundantly  to  the  Lord  for 


filiis  veftns  ad  , - , - - , . . ... 

fpe&acula  vel  becaufeyou  know  that  they  run  unto  vanity , and  lytng 

fuiiofa3vel  cru-  follies , nsgleEling  that  place  to  which  they  are  called . d Thefe 
enta,  vel  turpi.!,  if  they  chance  to  be  affrighted  in  the  P lay -boufc  by  any  fudden 
quati  ad  ah-  accident , (I  would  our  Popifh  Stage*  haunters,  who 

opus  cuiTere”  t^inke  to  fcare  away  the  Deviil  from  them  by  their 
vana  perftufio-  erodings,  would  well  confider  it,)  doe  prefently  croft 
ne  & peftifero  thsmfelves,  and  they  ft  and  there  carrying  that  in  their  fore* 
amore  cognof-  beds, from  whence  they  would  depart  if  they  carried  it  in  their 


^am  Dco^W1  hearts . for  everyone  who  rurnes  to  any  evill  worke,ifhe 

pido  i ft  a,  man  chance  but  to  fumble,  doth  forth~witk  crofts  his  facey  and 


folu  luxuriofa,  knoweth  not, that  he  doth  rather  include , then  exclude  the  De* 
fed  e tiara  cru-  vill.  For  then  fbould  he  crofte  himfelfe  well , and  rep  ell  the  De- 
delia  obleda-  vill  out  of  his  heart , if  he  recalled  himfefe  fom  that  wicked 


menta  deipici-  woyj^9  wherefore  l intreat  you , dearc  Brethren , agame  and 


& akm-  againe,  that  you  would  fuf plicate  for  them  with  all  your  might , 
dan tius  pro  eis  that  fo  they  may  receive  mderftanding  to  condemne  thefe  dam - 
domino  fuppli- 

care  debetis,quia  illos  cognofcitis  ire  in  vanitatem,  & infanrs  mendaecs,  & negli- 
gere  quo  vocati  funt.  Auguf.Hom. z t.Tm. lo.pag^gz.  4 Qui  ft  forte  in  ipfo  Circo 
aliqua  ex  caufa  expavefcant,  continuo  fe  fignint,&  ftant  illic  portantes  in  fronte, 
undeabfeederent  ft  hotporcarent  incorde.  Omnis  enim  qui  ad  aliquod  opus  ma- 
lum currit,  ft  forte  pedem  impegent,fignat  os  fuum,^r ncfcit  quod indudit potius  Dz- 
moncm  quam  excludit.  Tunc  enim  bene  fe  fignaret,  & Diabolum  de  corde  fuore- 
pelleret,  life  abilio  opcrcnefariorevocaret.  Vnde  iterum  atque  iterum  rogo  vos 
fratres  chariftimi,  ut  pro  eis  totis  viribus  fupplicctis,  quatenus  ad  lfta  damnanda 
intelle&um  acciperc  mereafitur3  & affe&um  ad  fugienda,  & mifericordiam  ad  ag- 
nofeendum,  Ibidem. 
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nable  things  ; defiro,  to  avoyd  them ; mercy } to  acknowledge 

them.  c tVe  may  likewife  (peak?  unto  thofe  whom  voluptuous  e Loqi 

Stage-playes  oft-times  draw  from  the  affembltss  of  the  Church,  j3^1^  ^ ^ d- 

Notwit  hflanding  / intreat  you,  deare  Brethren , that  ai  often  quemlr^bEc- 

su  youfhad  fee  them  to  doe  any  fuch  thing, you  would  w our  flead  clefiae  conven- 

mofr  feverely  corrett  them  ; Let  them  heare  our  voyce,  your  tu  fpe&acula 

remembrance : correct  them  by  reproving  them,  comfort  them  voluptuofa 

by  conferring  with  them, give  them  an  enf ample  by  living  well ; fabducant. 

Then  he  mil  be  prefent  with  them,  who  bath  beene  prefenrwith  chanilimi5  ut 

you.  Thus  Saint  Auguftitte,by  whofe  words  you  may  quotiefcunque 

caiiiy  difcover,  not  onely  the  truth  of  our  prefent  Af-  e os  tale  all  quid 

fumption : but  likewifethefinfuineifejthe  uniawfulnfcfTe  *acerc  Vltierl" 

of  Playes  themfelves,  { asalfo  of  atttng,  bearing,  feeing  and 

frequenting  Stage- p Lyes : Which  hee  likewife  feconds  Caftf*e- 

inlome  other  paffages:  as  namely  in  his  2 .Booke,  De  tis.Sitadeos 

<. JMonbus  CAlanichaorum,  where  hee  writes  thus  againft  vox  noftra,me- 

them.  § Finally,  we  have  oft-times  found  in  Theaters  divers  moria veftra:  . 

eft  heir  chojce  men,  who  were  grave  both  in  age , and  as  nlfo^confo- 

fiemed,even  in  manners  too,  with  an  old  Prefbyter.  I omit  famim  allo- 

yong  men  whom  we  were  likewife  wont  to  finde  brawling  for  quendo,exem- 

Stage-playcn  and  Wagoners  : which  thing  is  no  [mail  argn-  plumpraffbete 

ment  after  what  manner  they  can  containe  t hem fe  Ives  from  fe-  ^lU^u/af*” 

cret  adulteries,  and  viUanies  ,frnce  they  cannot  overcome  that  yo^.  ibid 

lufr,  which  may  uphold  them  in  the  eyes  of  their  Auditors,  and  f Ambse  turpes* 

makes  them  even  to  blufr  and  runns  away  for  frame.  In  his  ambaeqj  dam- 

Booke, De  Catccktz>andis  Rudtbses,  cap.i  6*  Hee  informes  nabiles.  Ilia  e- 

US  : h That  there  are  certaine  men  who  feeke  not  to  be  rich , nor  mrn  c*ec  Dl*s , 

J x 3 turpn  nngenda 

feminat,h3ecfavendo  metit.  Ilia  mendacia  fpargit,  hsec  colligit.Pacinora  & ftagitia 
numind  ilia  carK3t,h3ec  amat.Illa  prodit  aut  fingir  ; h xc  autem  atteftatur  veris3  auc 
obleflatur  & falfis«  sSuguft.  De Civit.Dei.l.6.c.6.  5 Poftrcmo  inTheatris  eleftos  & 
setate,& ut  vidcbantur,monbus  graves, cum  fene  presbyrero  faspiflime  invenimus. 
Omitto  invenes,  quosetiam  rixantes  profcemcis  & aurigis  deprsehendere  foleba- 
musjqux  res  non  mediocriargumento  eft,quomodo  fe^offint  continere  ab  occul- 
tisjcumeam  cupiditatem  fuperare  non  poflint,  quae  illos  auditorium  fuoruw  oculis 
fuftentat,&  prodit  erubefcentes,  atq;  fugitantes. ibid.  cap.igiTom.i  p.ii^g.  h Sunt 
ctiam  homines  qui  nec  divites  effe  quaerunt,  nec  ad  vanas  honorum  pompas  ambi- 
unt  pervenire,fed  gaudere  & requiefcere  voluntinpopinis,  & in  fornicatioaibus  & 
in  Theatris  atq;  fpe<fhcu!is  nugacitatis,qu3C  in  magnis  civitatibus  gratis  habentur, 
Scd  fie  etiamipfi  autconfumuntper  iuxuriam  paupertatcm  fuam,  & ab  egcftate  po*- 

yet 
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{['  i H fu  t a Sr  ^ *jf />r*  t0  the  vaine  pcmpes  of honor /,  ^ defire  onely  to 

eftracluras  & be  &er)j  and  to  reft  quietly  in  Ale-houfes,  in  Brothel-houfes , in 
aliquando  etia  J heaters , *»  f&ff  fpcftacles  of  vanity , which  are  had  gratis 

in  htrocinia  tn great  Cilties,  B tit  the fe  through  their  luxury  con  fume  their 
profiliunt,  & mScme  eflate,  and  from  poverty  they  fall  to  Burglaries,  Thefts  . 

fubito  mums  & in  i/  j r aj  ; An  \ ■ t s J * 

maenistitno-  ana  Robberies,  and  are  fuddenly  filled  with  many  and  great 
ribus  implen-  feares : and  thefe  who  a little  before  didftngin  an  Ale-houfc, 
tun  & qui  in  r.ew  dreame  of  the  mourning  of  a prtfon.  But  by  the  ftudy  and 
popinapauid  fight  of  St  age-play  es  they  are  made  Itky  to  Dev'tls,$  ct  To 
*im  Pn&uT^  Pa**e  fundry  notable  paffages  againft  Players  and 
oTccniTomiii-  Stage- piayes,  in  his  I.  2^,6)7>&  S.Btt>kes,Dt  Civitate 
ant.Studiis  au-  Vet,  which  I fliali  touch  upon  iniome  other  Scenes:  in 
tern  fpectacu-  his  1 7.  Sermon , De  V trbis  A poftolu  T em . i o.  pag.qqz  he 
lorum  fiunt  writes.  ‘That  efthofe  things  which  delight  the  fences  of  the 
firnilesIl&cS  body,  feme  are  lawfully  others  unlawful.  1 For  thefe  great 
JbidcM.Tom.  eft  acles  of  nature,  as  / have  faid , delight  the  eyes ; and  the 

340.  FfeftaclesefPlay-honfes  delight  the  eyes  Idgewtfe  : thefe  are 
i Dclcdanc  e-  l aw  full,  thefe  unlaw  full.  An  holy  Ffalme  Jung  fweetly  delight t 
nim  ut  dixi,  o-  ^ hearing , and fo  doe  thefongs  of  Stage-players  delight  the 
cuhilb  ma^na  bearing  too ■:  This  lawfully,  the  other  unlawfully.  So  that  if 
nmit^jfed  de-  this  Father  may  be  Judge  : the  very  feeing  and  hearing  of 
ledant  etiam&  Stage-playes  is  mUwfulL  Heare  him  but  once  more 
oculos  fpe&a-  for  alls  Ve  Symbolo  ad  Catechurnencs,lib.2,cap.ik2.Tom.y, 
culaTheatro-  parj  i.pag.  to  9 3.  1 3 94,1  395.  There  are  two  forts  of  Wea- 
ta  ^Ila  FUcfta  Pw  which  the  Devill  fights  again fi  mens  foules ; plea- 

Pfahnus  facer  fureJ>  and  fear  e.  k Ter  beloved , ycu  mufl  know , that  the  Vevill 
fuavicer  canta-  takes  more  by  pleafures,  then  by  feare.  For  why  doth  he  daily 
tits  delcftat  au* 

ditum3  fed  dele clant  auditum  etiam  cantica  hiftrionum.  Hoclicire,  illud  illicite* 
Ibidem . k Plures  tamen  noveritis  dileftiftimi  capere  adverfarium  per  voluptatem, 
quam  per  timorem.  Ndm  quare  quotidie  mufcipulam  fpe&aculorum,  infaniam  ftu- 
dxorum  ac  curpium  voluptatum  proponit,  mb  tit  bis  delc&ariombus  capiat^  quo$ 
amiferat,ac  lcctetur  denuo  fp  mvemffe  quod  perdiderat  ? Quid  nobis  opus  eft  ire 
permulta?  Breviter  admoMendi  eftis  quid  fpernere  & quid  diligere  debeatis. 
Fugite  ddeftiftimi  fpeftacula.,  fugite  caveas  turpiftimas  Diaboli,  ne  vos  vincula 
teneant  maligni,  Sed  li  oble&andus  eft  animus  & fpettafe  deieftat,  exhibet 
nobis  fanda  mater  Ecciefia  veneianda,  haec  falubria  fpe&acula,  qux  & men- 
tes  veftras  oblcdent  fua  dekftatione,  & in  yobis  non  corrumpant  fed  cuftodianr 
fidem,  &c.  Ibidem . 
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fet  the  Moufe  -trip  of  Stage-  playes , the  madnefft  of filthy  ft  ti- 
dier and  pUafures^  hut  that  he  might  take  thofe  whom  he  hath 
loft  with  the fe  delights,  and  reioyce  that  he  hath  found  that  a- 
gaine  which  he  had  loft  ? What  need  we  runne  thorow  many 
things  ? Ton  are  breefly  to  he  admonifeed,  what  you  ought  to 
retell,  and  what  to  love . Flie  Stage-plajesy  tnj  heft  beloved , 
pe  (Play-houfes)  the  wo  ft  filthy  Dens  of  the  Devill,  left  the 
Cbatnes  of  that  wicked  one  hold  you  captive.  But  if  the  minds 
be  to  be  exhilarated,  and  delight / to  beheld,  the  holy  M other 
the  Church  will  exhibit  you  theft  venerable  and  whole  feme  fpc~ 
ftaclet,  which  will  delight  your  mindes  with  their  plsafure y and 
vodl  not  corrupt , but  keepe  faith  in  you.  Is  any  of  you  a lover  of 
the  Cirque  l what  doth  he  delight  in  in  the  Circus  ? To  fee  the 
Coachmen ftriving,  the  people  breathing  out  fi  antique  furies , 
every  [wife  one  going  before  breaking  the  horfe  of  his  tAdver- 
fary , This  is  all  the  pie  afire  to  [bout  ftecaufe  he  hath  overcome 
whom  the  Devill  hath  overcome  : to  reioyce  and  infult y that 
the  adverfe  part  hath  loft  an  horfey  when  as  he  who  is  delighted 
wnh  fuch  a ffiefiacle,  hath  already  loft  his  foule.  See  on  the 
other ftde  our  holy , holefome y and  moft fiveet  ffetlacles,  Be- 
ko’d  tn  the  Booke  of  the  Els  of  tkeApofiles,a  lame  man  never  i j{fts  ^ 

walking  from  his  birth y whom  Peter  hath  made  running : fee  “ 
one  fuddenly  whole y whom  before  thou  dtdeft  behold  infirme : 
and  if  there  be  any  found*  e fie  cf  mtnde  in  thee,  if  the  reafeon  of 
equity y and  the pleafure  of  falvation  Jhine  forth  in  thee  • fee 
| what  thou  oughteft  to  behold,  corf  dev  where  thou  oughteft  to 
\ pout : there , where  found  hsrfes  are  broken  in  pieces , or  here 
\ where  bruifed  men  are  made  whole  f But  if  that  pompe ; that 
' | costlor  of  the  horfes, that  compofitton  of  the  Chariot  s,thofe  orna- 
ments of  the  Coachman  ft  an  dm g above  governing  the  horfe s, 
and  defiring  to  overcome ; if  this  pompe,  as  l have  find,  delight 
thee  ; neither  hath  he  denied  this  to  thee,  who  hath  commanded 
j thee,  to  renounce  the  pompesof  the  Devtll:  ws  alfo  have  eur 
fprttuall  Horfeman  the  holy  Prophet  Elijas,  who  m being  fet  m z Kims  u 
upon  a fiery  Chariot,  hath  r untie  Jo  much,  that  he  hath  taken 
the  very  limits , ( or  won  the  go  ale ) of  Heaven.  And  if  thou 
defer  eft  to  fee  the  adverfartes.  which  even  true  vertue  hath  o- 
T / vsr - 
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vt>ccmc  and  whom  he  by filing  hath  out-gone, and from  whofe 
victory  he  hath  waved  the  reward  of  fuperuaU  greatntffc  • he 
r F.xod.  t hith  cafl  the  n Chariots  of  Pharoh  and  aH  his  ftrength  mto  the 
® Alias  tOccaf-  Sea:  0 Another  y perchance  a lover  of  the  Theater,  is  to  he 
ilS  admomfhed,  what  he  mufl  avoyd,  and  with  what  he  may  he  de- 

d'usJc  quTd^ii"  lighted,  andfo  may  not  lofe  the  ds fire  of  b&holdmg , hut  change 
ciaCj  & qll0  tt%  In  pUy-koufes  there  U a contagion  of  manners,  where  peo^ 
Ic£ietur,ac  lie  p/sufs  to  learne  filthy  things,  to  heare  difh&nefi things,  to  fee 
voiupcatemipc.  pernicious  things  ? But  the  Lord  aft  fling  we  may  firongly  re - 

<ft  mdi  non  per • thefe  thinos  cpit  of  our  hearts,  if  we  compare  one  thine 

d.ic  led  mutet.  . , , inn.  1 1 r i 1 * 

In  T hear is  rtnth  another . There  the  Spectators  heboid  I know  not  what 

labes morn  n,  propounded  counterfeit  god  love,  both  committing  adultery, 
difeere.  turpi 5,  and  thtindrtng:  here, we  may  agAine  behold  the  true  God  (fhnjl, 
audirc  inhone-  teaching  chafhty , deftroytng  filthtneffe , preaching  hole f. ms 
ni^ofa Sed^d*"  r^yiv^>s'  There, it  is  foiled,  that  the  fame  fove  m y have  funo 
iuvkccdoTBino  bah  for  his  fifler  and  wife  : here  ywe  preach  holy  Mary  a Virgin 
eafortiterre-  and  a ^Mother  togethertThere,am-izJementis  firucke  into  the 
pethmusa  fin-  fight , that  a man  through  ufefhould  walks  upon  a rope  : herey 
gula  fingulis  ^ great  miracle , Peter  paffing  over  the  Sea  cu  his  ftet% 
co.Mpiic.nus.  There, chaft  it  y is  violated  thro#  h mimic  all  filthtneffe'  here 
fpechtorcs  by  chafle  SiUanna,  and c hafts  loiCpn,  tuft  is  fupprefftd,  death 
propofiru  ref-  d: ft;  fed,  God  loved  chafiity  exalted.  There  the  qsticrand  flnp 
c:o  quern  ton-  pa  o\the  Strip-  'layer  allures  h the  hearing  J tv  conquer  eth  the 


terancem  X.  to-  . , , ...  , . _ 

iniitcm:  Uac  Have  related  mto  me  their  delights,  but  not  p as  thy  Law  O 

refpicremiu.-ve-  Lord:  all  thy  (ffomm.vi  dements  are  truth ? For  thy  re  vanity 
ram  Dears 

Oiriftum,caflit.*.tem  doeentertojiramundiciam  deftruentem,  fiilubrh  pvsdi-.intem.  ‘ 
I lii:  fingitur  quod  idem  Iovis  lunonemhabeat  lorciem  & conjugerr. : hie  praedica- 
mus  fanctam  Mariam Matrem-fimul  ac  Virginem:  Illic  itupor  ingeiitur  vitu',ex 
uiu  hor.incrri  in  fupc  arabulantem:  hie  m ng n uji\.mi r acu  ium , Petrum  mare  pedibits 


pugnat  fanam  afreftum  : & quid  talenoftro  cantico  comparand um  fir,  in  quo  dime 
qufamat  Sc  cant  ?.t,N  air-aye  runt  mihi  peccatores  deie&ationes  fu?.s,  fed  non  ira  ut 
lex  tua  domine,Omnia  mand  ta  tua  ycricas  ? Nam  iiliciinivcrfafiagii yanitas>&c. 
/if idem.  P Pul.  119, 
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feineth  things*  Doth  any  one  perchance  admire  the  skill  cf 
Climehrs  or  Van  Iter:,  to  fee  little  Children  playing  tn  the  ,Gen  ^ 
ay  re,  ex  puffing  divers  Htfiories  f hut  look?  upon  the  p/ayes  of  r ]n  juonl  cer- 
cur  Infants ; In  the  *1  worn  be  of  Rcbccca  two  Inf  aunts  fir  ive,  tamme  magni 
the  elder  comnsmg forth  jhe foot?  of  the  ether  is  fa  fid  upon  by  ^r:.mcnti  h- 
t!  e hand  of  the  yonger  thrufi  forth  of  the  wombe.  * In  whofe  ^ 

combatc  th(  figure  of  a great  my  fiery  is  declared,  thtt  the  yon-  fUppPntaret; 
gcrfbottld  flip  plant  the  elder,  andfbottld  afterwards  take  away  mrjorem,  eiq$ 
the  birth  right  and  bleffixg  from  him.  In  which  litt/c  ones  as  poitmodu  pri— 
it  wire  flaying,  and  exhibiting  a great  facr amentias  l have  m:UU  at<li  *)e" 
faid,  both  the  reprobate  I ewes  are  demon  fir  ate  din  Efau,  and 
the  pr e de flits  at  ed  Chv'tflians  appears  in  Jacob,  for  that  Iacob  p^uiis  cuTfi 
one  ltttle  one  fo  prating  , did  a fio  mamfefi  , that  many  little  ludcntibus*& 
Infants  like  wife  were  prsdeflinated  in  himfilfe  ; who  are  facramemu  uc 
reserved  out  of  the  <JM  others  wombe , with  the  hards  of  the  ^1*i>  m3gnum 
faithful l ; neither  doe  they  fo  fbakc  them  off,  that  they  may  & ^probVm* 
hang  tn  the ayre,  but  that  being  regenerated  they  may  live  in  Efaudcmcn- 
Heavepft  The  minde  therefore  may  be  recreated , and  the  ftrantur  Iudan, 
Chriflian  fiule  fid  with  thefe  delights , and  keeping  this  & praedeftinnti 
fobrtety , it  may  avoyd  the  drunken  neffe  of  the  Dcvill . Neither 
may  the  combat  es  of  the  amphitheater  fedttee  or  draw  any  ni  ^n-m‘” 
(fhrifiians  to  them,  unto  which  verily  men  runne  fo  much  the  iacob  anus 
more  greedily , by  how  much  the  more  flowly  they  are  exhibited,  paruulus  fic 
But  even  there  what  n-ot  dangerous,  what  not  blood)  thing  is  garriens,  mul- 
not  iniefred  into  mens  eyesf  where , as  fntft  bhffed  S.  Cyprian 
faith,  a noxious  will  condemnet  men  to  wtlde  beafis,  without  an  pU  VU\OS)  <jen 
| offence.  Therefore  my  beloved , that  cruell  ffettacle  may  not  ilrabat  Infan- 
invite  you  to  behold  two  hunters  contending  with  nine  Beares , tesjqui  ex  ure- 
but  let  it  delight  you  to  fic/tur  ore  Ddnici  by  prayer  cverccm-  ro  n,‘urls 
ruing  f even  Lyons  Difimgu.jh  combates  ffiiritua/l  lover  ; fie  bus  fidclim-1*1" 
two  guilty  in  Ml,  Icolys  upon  one  innocent , and  full  of  faith:  nec  cos  Ik  ex- 
i behold  thefifo * an  earthly  reward  to  have  offred  their  fonles  cutiunt3ur  in 
to  be  afls;  behold  this  man  crying  in  prayer,  u Deliver  not  to  aere  pen  deant, 

J beafls  the  foulss  that  confiffe  io  thee.  In  that  fpettaclc,  he  who  lC<^  uc^ renatl 

His  igitur  obleftatnentis  mens  defeftetur, pafeatur  animn  Chriftianaj  hanc  fobrie- 
Lutem  recinens  mentis,fugiat  ebnecatemDiabol  ,&c  Jbidim.  1 Dc  Spe&aculis.lib, 
& Epiftflib,*.  Epift.i. Donato,  * Daniet.6.  u Pfal,74. 
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Jets  it  forth  ii  forrow/ull  if  the  Hunter  cfcapc  without  harms 
who  hath Jhine  him  many  wtlde  beafis ; but  in  this  tur  com* 
. bate.there  is  a fight  without  Ironyieither  ^Daniel  hurt. nor  the 
wilde  bsaft  flame .and yet  he  is  fo  ever  come. that  the  King  won- 
ders and  is  changed,  and  the  people  feare.  and  the  enemies  di - 
fpaire.  O admirable  [fiettacle  of  ours.  truely  admirable  ! in 
which  Qod  ajfift s.faii h impetrates  firength.  innocency  fight  sf 
hohneffe  overcomes , and  finch  a reward  ts  obtcined'.  that  both 
thou  and  he  who [haH  overcome  may  receive  it.  and  he  who  {had 
give  it  hfeth  nothing.  He  fire  thefie  ffnrituall  gifts , come  toge- 
ther cheerejully  to  the  Church  to  behold  thefie  thtngs . and  to 
waite  for  them  with  all  fecurity  : recall  the  pvrpofe  of  jour  heart 
from  all  camall  lufl.  commit  all  your  care  to  be  governed  by 
Cod , that  the  adverfiary  may  feare.  finding  nothing  cf  his  owne 
in  you ; and  you  reletting  him  and  renouncing  his  Pompes  .after 
that  your  liberty  [hall  be  reficued  from  his  {hares  and  w play- 
ings .left  that  wicked  one  fhould  finde  you  empty .whom  we  have 
known e de [irons  to  hold  tho fief  aft  who  are  not  his  owne  • believe 
fait hf silly  in  C od  the  Father  Almighty,  crc.  By  which  ex- 
_ celient  pafTage  of  this  iudicious  Father,  (parallel  to 

* 1 on^s-  ?ars  which  he  hath  another  of  the  fame  nature,  in  his  x £nar- 
4iP8?1  4I7>  ration on  the  -$9*Pfialme,  where  hee  ferioufly  bewailes 
7 Quern  usque  the  vanity  andmadneffe  of  thefie  who  delights  Stage-playes 
comprashenda  stndfujh  like  Spettaclss , Y de  firing  all  Chriftians  to  pitty  their 
iftorn  infano-  condition  and  io  pray  earnefily  to  God  for  their  comer fion 
in  ?B  onus. Dens  that  fo  they  might  fee  the  vanity,  and  finfiulnefifie  of  this  world. 
Semus  pro  ’ * ^bold  ^ eXQe^ncy  °f  ^efie  many  heavenly  Spett rules 

jpfis  frstres  *bich  he  there  muflcrs  up  at  large, on  which  Chnfihds  fhould  fix 
chariifimi,inde  their  eyes  and  he  arts  fjit  is  moiiapparent,that  Stage-playes 
. creiczt  nume-  in  his  judgement,  are  very  dangerous,  obicene,  perni- 
d^nurnero'qid  C*°us  Spedacles,  a invented  by  the  Hevillto  conquer  and  en- 

c rat  irnpiomm.lbideff),*  Quid  ergo  fscimus  frstres?  Demiffuri  eum  fumus?  fine 
n>ed3rcuiomcrieturanonfubfiftet,non  vos  fequemr. Quid  ergo  facienuis?demus  pro 
Ipeftaculisfpeflacula.  Et  quse  fpe&acula  datuti  fumus  Chriftiano  homini  quem 
volumus  abillis  fpe&aculis  revocare,&c  ? vid « ibidem-  • See  Auguftin.  De  Civitate 
Dei.Ub.x.cr'p.j. 9,22,26,27.  lib,4.  cap.10, 26,27, i8.1ib.6,  cap.i,5}6, 7, 8,9^1,24, 
26,  17,  $ 3.  lib.  8.  cap,  14.18,20,11,16,27,  where  hce  lively  fets  out  the  obfceniry 
*f  Stage- play  es,. 
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trap  mens  Cottles ; and  that  no  Chriftians  ought  for  to  be- 
hold them,  fince  they  have  fo  many  other  heavenly 
Speihcles  to  contemplate.  Which  me  thinkes  fhould 
fcanfe  all  Chriftians  to  renounce  them.  Not  to  remem- 
ber Jfjilfts  an  ancient  Abbot, about  the  yeere  of  our  Lord  fe 
410.  who  informes  us.  h That  he  who  is  any  erf  ant  m a Luxun^B*^ 
multitude  (efpecially  at  Stage-playes)  is  affctted  wkh  daily  Pauuni.  Tom*. 
wcmds;  for  the  countenance  of  women  is  a Dartanoynted  with  y.  p^s  1.  p3g/ 
foyfon . which  wounds  the  foule  and  fends  in  vtnomtj  and  by  how  969.  G. 
much  the  longer  it  contimethbj  jo  much  the  more  the  wound  cQpi  vitare  cu-. 
doth  putri fie.  c He  who  de fires  to  avoyd  thefe  wounds  (pray 
markeit  well)  will  dbfieinefiom pub  like  Playes  and  Spe&a-  pablicis 1 Spe- 
clesy  neither  wtU  he  be  conver [ant  in  fuch  Affemblies.  For  ifftaculisabfti- 
is  better  that  thou  abide  at  home , then  that  thou  fall  into  the  nebit,Neg.$in 
hands  of  the  enemy , whiles  thou  tbtnkeft  to  honor  fuch  Sclem - cc^ntatibu$ 
miles ♦ Which  comes  punctual!  to  our  purpofe.  Nor  yet  a ,!tllr ; Sn“ 
to  mention, either  Primafiustn  Romanos,  cap.  lo.jol.  53.  utdomimane- 
Or  RemtguiC)  Explanation  Galas,  y.  19.  Or  (^Macarius  as,quam dum 
t/£gytiH6)  Hcmtl.  27.  pag.2  2 2.  Or  Ifiodor  Hijpalenfis.  O-  pwas  ce  cele- 
rijrinumJib.lS.  cap. 27.4.2. to  69.  (fr  De  Ecclefiaflic'ts  Off - britates  venc- 
cijs.  lib.  2.  cap. 2.  Or  Hay  mo  & Anfelme.  Exegefis  in  Epbe- 
fios  5.  3.  who  ranke  Players  with  Whores , and  couple  Play - inddcrejbid. 
konfes,  and  Brothel-  houfes  together  : fwhofe  words  I fhall  * Fornieentur 
at  large  recite  in  the  enfuwg  Scene.)  Which  proves,  that ia  Speftaculis, 
Playes,  and  Play-houfes  in  their  opinion  are  but  Pan-  1x1 

ders  to  mens  iufts,  yea, the  beaten  rodes  to  * wheredome,  ^^  ^‘5  ^r‘*‘ 
adultery?and  unchafte  defires.Nor  yet  to  remember  Pro - f Mimici  tur- 
Jper  his  verdieft,  who  ftiles  Stage*  playes,  f mrmicdl  un-  pitudines.  De 
cleanefes  ; not  onely  tfi  regard  of  their  matter,  or  man-  Gloria  Sautter* 
,-ner  ofa^ionjbutlikewifeof  their  lewde  unchafte  ef-  p(*orat,:ef»l<7 s- 
feefts  : Or  CDamafcen^  or  Eufebius  \ who  call  the  Stagei  S the  orcficftramlm 
pub  like  Scboole  of  lufi  • and  Playes  the  wftruments  which  per-  ptidicis  i’peda- 
fwade  mento  nothing  elfey  but  lewde  behaviour ^'C.  a preg-  culis  afliuen- 

nant  teftimeny  for  our  prefent  purpofe . Not  to  record  tem^emmu- 

nemacpubli- 

camlibidinisfcholam  ijs  effe;  Meretriciafq;  ibidem  cantiones  nihil  aliuc  a her  re, 
quam  ur  omnibus  turpitcr  fe  gerere  & obfeasne  perfuadeant.  Damfcen.T  araUttorm* 
xay. 47.  See  BhjcbifU  ibidem* & Scclefia(l,Hipr%iib£,  cay. 14. 
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* Mon  eft  hie  S.  Bernard  ; who  calls  h StAge-pUyct,cbild'.fk  fiortstprovokjng 
t idui  PusriliS)  l^fts  with  their  feWmine  and  filthy  turnings^  and  rcprefextwg 
atroqui  femi~-  lor factions  : a puti<fluall  evidence  for  us  : Or  Caflhdo* 
neis  tedifejan-  rm  i who  flilcs  Stage-playcS,  * the  expelters  of  gravity  ; the 
ha -b u v r>rc-  exhau fieri  of  honefty,&c.  Nor  yet  to  Rgiftcr  our  own  Itar- 
vocet  hbidinci  ned  Country-man  lohn  Sarejbary,  flourishing  about  the 
actus  fordi do s yeere  0f our  £0rd,  i 1 40. who  informes  us : 7 hat k Stave* 
l fitila  3/  col  Vlayes  ars  the  foment  attons  of  vices , the  apprentijhipf  of  vanity, 
147  7.J,  * That  St  age -players,  (whofe  error  had  tken  fo  prevayled , 

» SpcftacuLum  that  they  could  net  be  expelled  great  mens  houfes)  did  with 
expdlans  gra-  their  obfeene  aU tons,  infiife  fuels  filtbineffe  into  the  eyes  of 
res  ment  as  the  Cyntckfi  bimfelfe  might  biufh  to  fee , And  that 

iioacftatisi&c  was  mere  wonderful] , neither  were  they  tb'n  cafi  out , 

Varmum.  !ib.$.  tehen  as  the  people  making  a tumult  below  i defiled  the  ayre  with 
e*>-  ) r . their  frequent  * oyfe , which  being  filthily  feat  in,  they  more 

k r omenta  vi-  fihfoflj  uttered . After  which  be  breads  out  into  thefe  pajfa- 
ti-j rum,  tv  1.  -ci-  * n g y reefae  tG  tfcgf  t0  fa  a ^r,  mayi  opens  cither 

Spc  ftacuh.  De  ”ts  e)es>  07  eares  t0  tneJ€  ™tngs  f It  ts  verily  a pleafant  thing, 
7 {ugti  Curiahu,  and  not  dtfkoneft^  for  an  hone fi  man  to  be  fometimes  delighted 
l.  us  8.  Eiblfa-  with  honefi  mode  ft  myrth  ; but  it  ts  an  ignominious  thing , for 
tr..  m.  1 orn.  1 j , gravity  to  be  often  recreated  with  fitch  wantenneffe.  From  thefe 
j mimi  & Spe5tacies  therefore , but  efpecially  from  obfeene  one:,  the  eye  of 
tota  ioculatorii  hone  ft  man  is  to  bs  kept  back*. left  the  inconttnency  of  it,  be - 

icena  procedit.  wray  likewtfe  the  uncle  ants  of  bis  mttideA  Far  ides  the  Colie  age 

Quorum  adeo  o/S ophccles  the  Freter  reproving  him, faith  very  excellently; 
error  invaluit, 

nr  a prseclaris  domibus  non  arccantur  etiam  iili  qui  cbfc.isnis  partibus  corporis,  o- 
culis  omnium  earn  ingerunt  turpi  tudine,quod  erubefcat  videre  vel  Cynicus.Quodqj 
magis  mirere,nec  tunc  eijduntur,quando  tumultuantcs  inferius  crebro  ionitu  aere 
fajdant,&  turpitcr  inclu(um,turpius  piodunt. ibidem  ra  Nunquid  tibi  videtur  fapi- 
ens  qui  ocuIos,yel  aures  iftis  expandit  ? locundum  quiSfemeft,  &ab  honefto  non 


i.ecedit,virum  probum  quandoque  modefta  hilaritate  muiceri : fed  ignomimofunf 
eftjgravitatem  hujufeemodi  lafcivia  frequenter  refolvi.  Ab  iftis  quoque  fpedacu- 
Iis,  & maxime  ab  obfcsenis,honefti  viri  arcendus  eft  oculus,  ne  incontinentia e jus, 
mentis  quoque  impudieitiam  fateatur.  Ibidem » n £gregie  liquidem  Sophociem 
Praetorem  Collega  Parides  argue  ns,  ait  : Decet  Prastorem  bophoclem,  non 
modd  manus,  fed  & oculos  habere  continentes.  Averte,  inquir,  homo,  cui 
de  regni  maicftate  tmilta  licebanr.,  oculos  rneos,  ne  videant  vanitacem/.  feiens 
utique  verum  effe  quod  alius  lngemefcit : quia  oculus  meus  deprxdatus  eft  ani- 
fnam  aacam.  Ibidem. 

Ci 
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(I  would  to  God  all  Nobles  and  Magi  drafts  would 
remember  it)  It  bscomct  Pretor  Sophocles  jtot  cnely  to  have 
cbajle  hands,  bin  eyes.  Tea,  a max,  to  whom  much  migh:  be 
l aw' nil  tn  regard  of  the  great  *J%>1  aiefty  of  his  Kingdomey faith; 

*Turne  away  mine  eyes  left  th:y  behold  vanity  \ knowing  that  to  * Pfal.  1 19.37. 
be  true  which  another  lament  fib:  becaufe  mine  eye  hath  preyed 
upon  my  fouls.  To  pafle  i^y  ( I fay)  thefe  ancient  Writers 
which  are  pun&uall • I (hail  onely  remember  two  Fa- 
thers more  with  whom  I will  conclude.  The  firft  of 
themes  Goldcn-tongucd  Saint  Chryfoftor/te 3 who  writes 
thus  of  Q Stage-playes:  that  llyey  are  the  introduction  of  firfuil  0 dieatro, 
hft ; the  Meditation  of  Adulter  y ; the  Schsole  of  permeation  ; ^ ndurtlo^?- 
the  Exhortation  of  Vncleaneffie  ; the  Examples  of  Difhonefty  ; duiterij  medi- 
the  Incendiaries  of  mens  lufijull  Affelhons  ; the  polluters  oj  catio,fcrnic-ri- 
their  eyes,  their  e ares,  their  joules:  yea  the  very  originall  orTsgymnafiu, 
caufes  of  much  afluall  whoredomc,  filthineflc,  and  u,l?ullaiIiJS 
adultery;  as  I (hall  more  largely  prove  in  the  * enfutxg  honefbrs  ex- 
Scene  put  of  his  owne  Records,  which  I Thai  l there  re-  empl.-,  5 verba 
cite  at  large.  The  fccond,  is  vice-rebuking  SalvianyBu  mult*  fatui- 
/ hop  of  (jdUfJiha,  who  thus  difeyphers  Stage-playes  : t?tisac 
P Such  things  are  conomitted at  ‘Tlayes  and  Theaters,  at  can-  h^  jI  m”* 
t be  thought  upon,  much  leffe  uttered  without  jtnne . For  0-  A-ftsTom.  ? . 


rot 


ther  vices  challenge  their  fever  All portions  wtthm  pu  : as  filthy  Co!  6j 1. Horn. 

cogitations ythe  mtnd:\U4chafte  affettsjhe  eyes : kicked  fpeeches,  ad 

lum  Antioch. 


toe  ca 


"es  \ fo  that  when  one  of  the  fie  doth  offend y the  oik 


er  may 


T'  o^t  CT  o i 

be  without  fault.  But  at  Theater  sy  not  one  of  thefe  butfinxeth:  5-^* 

for  beth  the  minds  withluft  • and  the  eyes  with ftoswes,  andthe  Horn!.?.  De 
eares  with  hearino  are  there  polluted:  all  which  are  fo  bad,  Dayidc  & S:ut- 

/e.Homil.in 

PtM.T^o.Homil.  6.7  & ’ B,  inMatth.  & Homil.  1 3 . in  1 Corinth  4.  accordingly. 
* See  Scenes  P De  folis  circorum  ac  Theatrorum  impuritatibtis  <iico.Tr,I:a  iu*ic 
qua:  illic  hant^ut  en  nun  folum  dicere,  fed  etiam  recordari  aliquis  one  politit  .one 
non^oiTit.  Alia  quippccriminafinguhs  fibi  ferine  mnobis  vend i cant  portioned '-?c 
icogit  uiones  fordidae,  ninrmm  5 ut  impudici  afpeftus,  oculos  j uc  audiius  improbi, 
aure3 ; ut  cum  ex  his  unum  alicuod  erraveritj  reliqua  poflint  carere  peccatis.  In 
TheatrLs  veto  nihil  horum  reatu  vacate  quia  Sc  concupifcentijs  animus,  & sudim 
aures,  Sc  afpeclu  oculi  poll  mint  ur.  Quae  quidem  omnia  tam  flaeitiofa  fust,  ut 
tliara  explienreea  quifpiam  atquc  doqui  faWo  pudore  non  valeat.  Vc  Gabcrti&Uint , 
?ci<lib.  6 185^  1 3 6. 
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A Quis  cnim  that  no  man  can  well  report  or  declare  them  with  hone  fly . <5  Tor 
i nte|ro  vc  re-  without  puffing  the  bounds  of  mode  flyman  utter  thfie  twit  a - 

dicer*  tions  of  dtfhwefl  things ; thofe  filthy  (peciacles , thofe  lervde  mo- 

ilhs  rerum  tur-  Ttons  ; thofe  obfeene  ge flares  that  art  ufea  there  ? the  extraor - 
pium  imitatio-  dreary  fin fulneffe  of  which  may  be  gathered  even  from  th;s,that 
nesjilhs  vocii 
c,c  verborum 


nesjillis  vocii  ft  # unUwfull for  to  name  them . For  feme  flnnes,  though  w<*fi 
obf~c  t • tes  hawotts,  may  well  and  honefily  both  be  named,  and  blamed  tco  ; 
il.a,  motuum  M murlher,  theft , adultery , facrtkdge,  and  fuch  Ifie : onely 
turpitudines,  the  imparities  of  Theaters  are  fitch , as  may  not  kon  fitly  b , n§ 
ill.is  geftuum  not  fo  much  as  blamed.  Such  new  mater  anfeth  agairfl  the 
teditates*  qua:  reprozer  in  finding  fault  with  their  mofl  horrible  filthwejfe ; 
llnf  vcl  liiac  *S  albeit  he  be  a mofl  perfect  h&nefl  man  that  would  fieakj  a- 
kitelligi  poteft,  gAinfl  it,  yet  can  he  not  Jo  doe , akdkeepe  his  Imffly  r Agame, 
quod  ol  rciati-  all  other  evils  pollute  the  doers  onely,  not  the  beholders  or  tbs 
cnem  fui  inter-  hearers : for  a man  may  htare  a blafphemer  and  net  be  partaker 
dicunt.  Non-  Qr ^ (acriledoe.  in  Oi  much  as  he  dilfexteib  from  him  m minde . 
ctiam  maxima  tf GKe  come  while  a robbery  is  doing, he  is  not  atlnaRy  guil- 

feeler  a incolu-  ty  of  tt , becaufe  he  abhors  the  fact,  Qncly  the  fill  hive ffe  of 
mi  honeftate  ^Tlayes  and  Spectacles  is  fuch, as  makes  the  Actors  and  Spefta- 

referetis  & no-  tors  guilty  alike*  For  whiles  they  gladly  looke  on,  and  fo  ap- 
^ffurt^aNioi  P70VS  them  b beholding  them,  they  aR  become  A clors  of  them 
n^icidiu^atro-  byflghtandapnt.fio  as  that  of  the  Apofiie  may  b:  properly 
cinium,adulte-  Apply cd  tc  them . Hew  that  not  cnely  thofe  who  commit  fuch 
rium/acrilegi-  things,  are  worthy  of  death,  but  they  alfo  who  favor  thofe  that 

um,  cacteuaquc  ^Q5  hbsm,  ( $0  that  in  thefc  reprefintattens  of  whore  dome. all  the 

m hunc  modu.  J * . 

Solae  impuritates  theatroru fimt3quje  honeftc  non  poiTunt  vcl  accufari:ita  nova  in 
coargucnda  harum  tiirpiiudinii  probrofitate  res  cveni:  arguenti  j ut  cum  abfcj  ; du- 
bio  honelhis  fit  qui  ea  accufare velit,  honefhte  tamcn  integra ea  loqui  & accufare 
non  r offit. ibid. c Alia  quoa;  omnia  mala  agentes  polluutjnon  vidctcs^vcl  audientes. 
Siqnidem  etG  blafpliemu  quempia  dudiaSjfaebrilegio  non  polluerissqufa  mcrueciif- 
fcntis.Et  fi  intervenes  latrocinio,n6inqninaris  aftuaqui  abhorris  animo4Solas  fpc- 
daculoru  irapuritates  funtjqux  unuadmodu  faciuntjSc  agentiu3&  fpeftantiu  crime. 
Nam  cufpefi: antes  li£C  comprobant  & libenter  vident,  omnes  ea  vifu  atq;  ?.0enfa 
a«unt,ut  yere  in  eos  Apoftolicu  illud  peculiariter  c«dat:quia  digni  funt  morte  non 
folum  qui faciunt  ea,fedettam  qui  confentiimt  facientibus.lbid.  r Jtaq;  in iilis  ima- 
gimbus  fornicationum  ornnis  omninoplebs  animo  fornicatur,  Et  qui  forte  ad  fpe- 
dacuium  puri  venerant?de  theatro  adulteri  revertuntur.Non  enim  tunc  tantumodo 
quando  redeunt,Ced  etiam  quando  yeniunt,iornicantur.Nam  hoc  ipfo  quod  aliquis 
i:em  obfesenam  cupit  dum  ad  imtnunda  ptoperat^immuadus  eftj&c./W p,  187* 
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people,  doe  altogether  m minds  pUy  the  Harlots.  And  fucb  a/ 
happily  come  chaftc  to  Stage~plajcs,retterrie  adulterers  from  the 
Theater : For  they  play  the  fornicators  net  then  onely  when  they 
q§e  away , hut  alfo  when  they  come  to  FUjcs*  Far  at  fione  as 
one  It* firth  after  a filthy  thing,  whiles  he  h 2 fiend b to  that  which 
is  mcleane , he  becommeth  wck«ne>  And  fo  hec  proceeds. 

It  is  therefore  abundantly  evident  by  the  concurrent 
punduall  teftimonies  of  thefe  go.  Fathers , whole 
words  I have  here  tranferibed ; to  whom  I might  have 
added,  * Clemtns  Remans**,  u innaue,*  Epiphamus,  Y Philo  2 Conftic.Ap.«» 
IftJUw,  % CyrtUm  Alexandrite  us,  a Theodore  t,  b Beda,  c Al-  Aol.*l.x.c/$* 
chuvinm%  A Anexagoras,  e Olympiodorm,  f Orofiw , § lulus*  u 
Firmicut, h Cjratuw , with  * others , whom  I fhail  quote  rCies.Vi.  c 1 p 
hereafter  in  their  more  proper  Scenes  ; That  Stage-  i$.hx.„c.i^.p! 
playes  pollute  the  eyes,  the  cares,  the  miades,  both  of  1 55. 
their  Adors  and  Spedators,  by  ingendring  unchafte. 


* Contra 


adulterous  lewde  affedions  in  their  hearts,  * by  their  ob-  {fbCS'£om,*l 
/cent  words,  and  Ufc  tv  ions  gefiurcs*  That  they  irritate,  in- 
flame,  foment  thofe  beaftly  carnall  Uii\s3wbich  draw  them  Doftrim  dl  fi. 
on  to  aSruaR  twcleancffe,  to  their  eternall  ruine  : audio  by  <Ie  Catholics 
necelTary  confequence,  that  they  arc  utterly  unlawful!  & ApoftolK:e 
for  Chridians,  to  ad,  to  fee,  to  heare,  or  refort  to  even  Efc]e|**  Co*« 
in  this  regard,  as  they  all  from  hence  conclude.  And  A?ricuU 
dare  any  Piay-patron  thenrejed  thele  grave  Authari-  turajib.p  i7I, 
ties,  in  iuftifying,  in  frequenting  Stage- play es,  as  in-  I^eVita 
noxious,  honeft,  ebade,  or  ufefull  recreations,  after  ail  F9$*J>cVha. 
thefe  Fathers  cenfures  ? If  any  Stage-frequenting,I,lay-‘C°ncc“P*‘P3S* 
adoring  Chriflian  bee  fo  incredulous,  as  not  to  give  * i^HeiViam 
credit  to  thefe  allcaged  Fathers:  let  him  then  liftento 

pag.154.  m io- 

hannis  Evangeliumjib  8 .cap  f.pag  *>91.  * De  Atftivavirttue  Hb.ii.  Tsm.i.  pia. 
408. D,E.  De  Martyribus.lib.8  pag.39o.H4F.  & In  Lucae  Evangelium.cap.j.lib.i! 
Tom,?.  Col.  300.  c De  Ceremonijs  Bapufmi.  CoLn  5 8.  a Pro  Chrijftianis 
Legatio.Bibl.Patrum.Tom,*.  pag.138.139.  e In  Ecclefiaften  Enarratio.  cap,  4, 
Bibi.Patrum.Tom.il.  pag^oj.E.  f Hiftonsr.  Iib.;.cap.4,  s De  Errcrre  Profa- 
narum  Religiomim.cap  13  - Bibi.Patrum.Tom,4.pag.  11 1 m k Diftmftio.  <•  ■» 
48 . & 86.  & Caufa.4.  Qufcft.i.  * Smdi  Afterij  Hotnilia.Bibl,  Patrt1m.T0rrf.4~ 
pag.706.  See  Aft  7.  Scene  4.  i Vanus  fermo  cit6  polluit  mentem,  & facile  aew 
tur  ^uod  libenter  auditur.  Bcmard.De  tnterwiVtm*  Trail,  eap,^ 
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fomc  CcH'.cch,  feme  modtrne  farijhart  tA uthcr : • fome 
ancient  ‘Pagans, who  a vxrre  the  felftfame  truth,  whofe 
ioynt  concurrent  Authorities  he  cannot  deny.  If  wee 
caft  our  eyes  upon  Counceis;  we  (Kali  finde,  thefe  fe- 
verall  Counceis  in  feverall  Countries  andages;  to  wit, 

* The  words  * Concilium  Laodicenum.  Can.  54.  Eltbertmm.  C*>  62.67. 

& Canons  of  A relatenfe.i.  Can. 4.5  & 1.  fan. 20.  farthagtnenfe.^.  fan. 
cels  arc  h °r  e^'t  1 T*  ^ 3 5 . Carihagmenfc.q.  ( an  %6.&  88.  Aphrtcanum. 
Iar^e  reciudjin  Ca*'  2 7*  5°’  Agathenfe.  Can.  39.  *w,  ^28.  ** 

Ac?  7. Scene  5 . farranua.  Venetitw.  Cat.  11.  fanfld'tin.  po/aahum.6.  in 

Truth*  Cat.  24  5 T,  62,  66.  & 7 l.  Turonenfe.  2.  Can.y.S. 
Cabilonenfc . 2 . Can  9 (JWoguntinHm.  Anno  lDom. 813. 

* Sirius  Con-  10.  14.  Rhcimnfe.  A mo.  814*  Can.  17.*  Synodic  Franctca 

ai.To.j.p  40.  fab  Z chart  i P apa.  Anno  A^uifgranettf  Concili- 

um. \m  Ludovico  P to.  Canon.  85.100,145.  C ^cti.  Tartfi* 
enfei.  fav.2%»  tJMopuntivinm  fub  Rabano  Archtcpfcopo. 
Can.  1 5 . Sy  nodus  8 Oecumenica.  Can.  16.  *-  QapituU  Gr<t - 
carum  Syne iornm.  Can.  Concilium  Lateranenfe.  1 . Can. 

16.*  CoyictLBajtlicufe.Sejfio.  21.  & ^Appendix eiufdem  Con - 
cifij , ConalSenonenfe.  Czn.25 . NicaKum.2.  Can.  22.  Medto - 
lancnfe.  1.  De  ALtmis  & Ctrculatoribut . cap.  Conctl . Cardo 
AAagnum.  fan,  5.  Colonienfe.  Anno.  I 5 3 <5.  2.  cap.2<. 

pars  ^.  cap.26.  pars  g.cap.io-  Sy  nodus  Auguften fis.Can.T9. 
ConciLColonienfe.  fub  Adolpho.  Anno. 1 5 49.  CVz#,  1 7.  S71K?- 

tJMeguntwa.  Amo.  1 549  /«£  Sebafiianc.  cap. 6 1.^75. 
k All  thefe  are  together  with  k Concilium  Liagonenfe.  Anno.  1404. 
quoted  by  Bo-  nenfe.  Anno.  1 5 24  Carnotenfe.  Anno.  1j26.  Burdigenfe. 
chelliMi  in  his  1582.  Biturienfi.1 1 584.  Turomcum,  1583.  cap.  23.  .SVtffl- 
Decreta  Eccle-  1585.  cetp.13.  wee  fliall  finde,  I fay,  thefe  37.  . 
!ib  Several!  Counceis,  together  with  l[mdry  other  fanontcall 

cap.  1*1 . & are  Confiitutions ; prohibiting  not  onely  Players j under  the 
not  regiftred  in  penalty  of  excommunication  }fom  afting;  but  even  all  other 
the  Counceis 

at  large,  1 Decreta  Eufebij  Papx.  Anno.  309,  Cap.4.  Surius  Concil.  Tem.i. 
pag.  312,  Decreta  Innocenti)  Papx.i.  Can.l  1.  Ibidem,  pag.5 19  Reformatio  Cleri 
Germanix  Ratisbcni.  Anno  Dom,is  24  cap.  4.  Apud  Surium.  Tom. 4.  pag.715. 
Statuta  Synodalia  Odonis  Parifienils,  inter  Com*numa  Precepta.  cap.i$.  apud 
Carranzam^Epiu  Concil.  fol.  25  5, 

(hriflms 


* Surius.  Tom, 
*.pag.7T/ 

* Surius. Tom. 
4.  p,62,  & 223. 


Part,  i 


H /ft?  io-.  affix. 


3S5 


Chrtfliam  (efpeciaUy  (filer gi -men  } under  the  felfefdme  penalty 
from  bearing,  feeing,  and  frequenting  Stage-fldfes  ; as  for 
iLindry  other  reafons,  lo  efpecially  for  this;  becattfe 
St ageytayes,  would  containing e their  eyet,  their  cares,  t heir 
mindes,  their  hearts  ; effeminate,  yea  deprave  their  fpirits ; 
exaff  crate  and  foment  their  Inf  s ; indtffofe  them,  difable  them 
to  the  religions  performance  of  every  holy  duty,  and  uftrer  in  by 
their  eyes , andeares ; the  whole  troope  of  vices,  into  their  fates* 

An  irrefragable  confirmation  of  our  prefent  Affumptibn. 

Ifwefurvey  agaitu  thofc  mod  me  Chriftian  Authors,  81  Delc&or  v v 
who  have  written  againft  Stage-playes,  we  fhali  finde 
them  all  concurring  v*  has  in  this  truth;  I fhall  onely 
recite  fome  few  of  them,  by  which  you  may  eafiiy  con-  ^ ^uo 
jefture  of  the  reft  m Cirques  and  Theaters  (writes  Francis  bonis  fempei; 
Petrarcha)  are  the  two  places  which  have  beene  k»owne  to  be  ?dverfa  mori- 
alwayes  mofi  orpofite  to  good  manners,  whether  if  any  bad  man  bl!s.  nil^e  nc~ 
goe  ; he  will  returne  much  worfe:  For  this  tourny  (pray  oh-  cjiufqu^n-Tivs 
i'erve  it)  is  altogether  ' un^nowne  to  good  men;  who  tf  they  ieri*,  redibit 
ignorantly  chance  to  goe  unto  them  by  any  accident,  are  fare  pelTimus.Nairt 
no:  ie  want  defilement.  n Stage-playes  which  thou  willingly  be - b°ms  iter 
hoidc ft,  are  fuch  things,  as  can  neither  be  honeflly  a Elsa,  nor 
honeftly  fesne;  neither  is  it  eafie  to  tell,  whether  the  A Bor  or  ^ ignanade- 
the  SpsBatorbe  more  infamous ; or  whether  the  Stage  be  mere  ant,  contagio 
filthy  then  the  Scaffold;  unlefje  it  be,  that  poverty  oft  times  non  carefcurt. 
drawee  men  into  the  one,  but  vanity  alwayes  into  the  other DeF/mca.Vtii- 

* Neither  is  there  a greater  coufumption  of  patrimonies  at  ^'u 

B Libenter  ludos  fcenicos  fpefbo.  Ra.  Rcm5q’.ia2  ncc  honefte  geritur^nec  her eft c 
eerniturjnec facile  di£hi,an  lufor  infamior33n  fpeftator  ; & anTcena  turpioyan  cr- 
cheftiajRifi  quod  in  illcm  fepe  paupertassinhanc  vero  femper  vanitas  trehit .Ibidem* 
° Neque  emm  panimoniorum  laftura  gravior  quam  rrorum  ; ubi  libido  difciiiir» 
humanitas  dedifcicur.  Proinde  quid  dc Ipe&acutis  fpcrareti:,  iaminde  ab  cxordic*, 
primus  Regum  veftrorum  Romulus  omen  fuit,  qui  in  his  ~igidam  temc.mqj  illam 
I Sabtnarum  pudicitiatn circuaavenit,  etf  utcunq;  mattimcinj  honor  texii  in  uriem* 
At  quam  multis  hoc  poftmodu,ncn  ad  ccnjugiim, fed  ad  fttipium  vagainq:  bcen- 
1 rram  fuitvia?  Ad  fummamenim  hoctcneas  velrni3puci:itiam  fpe^fl  artilis  aye  ftra- 

• ram,{emper  impulfam„Etut  filcamviros  quibus  id  fcc’ei tin  furor  eft3  ut  penei.  m 
1 i adulterio  gloricntur3mukanim  ibi  famaperijt3  pucorque : rrii!  ;e  nde  den  um  im- 
I pudicar  plures  ambigux  redicre > cafticr  autemmu-hJIi  fpcdhcuboi  t f* uflusjhi  funs 

cxitus.  ibidem* 
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Stage-play  esy  then  of  manners  ; w^re  lufe  is  learned,  huma- 
nity fir  gotten*  what  you  might  expe&fiem  Stage-plares,  even 
pom  ihi  very  be  ginning  he  fir fl  of yottr  Kings,  Romulus,  may 
give  yea  ague  fee  y mho  by  tbefe  circumvented  that  riged , rough 
unplea  fant  chafltty  of  the  Sabine  Ktrgms;  albeit  the  he  nor  of 
Kia  rimony,  hath  tn  fome  fort  covered  that  offence*  But  to  bom 
many  fence  this  have  Stage-playes  beene  the  wajy  not  to  wed- 
locks , but  to  whore  dome,  and  dtforderly  liberty  l I will  that 
thou  remember  this  as  the  fumme  of  all ; that  chafeitj  hath 
beene  oft-times  overthrown:  by  S t age -play  es^alw  ayes  affaultccL 
p.Quis  rcrra  A'nd  that  l tray  not  [peaks  of  men , the  [ urj  of  wbtfe  wicked- 
iugulum  Iaetus  tteffe  is fuch , that  they  doe  new  welnigh  even  glory  \n  adultery  : 
exciperit?Qui$  the  good  name  yavd  chafhty  of  many  women  hath  there  per<Jhed: 
fervido  vulncre  many  have  thence  returned  home  unchaftey  more  ambiguous , 
p js  cr uoris  y^  nQt  0nem0re  hongft  : Jhefeare  the  events  tbefe  t h fiu:ts 

minus  conipc-  °f  Stage-playes:  ( And  are  they  then  deferable,  or  true 
<3a  mortc  pal-  ChrilHan  pleafures  b)  P Now  who  would  willingly  ftretch  out 
luerir  ? Quid  his  throat  to  receive  the  fword  that  cuts  tt  f who  wid  pourc  out 
efudehrans  ad  m9re  blood  out  of  hr s bleeding  wound?  who  will  become  leffo 
vat  °Non  coetis  fcarcf^  at  t^e  fight  of  death  ? What  doth  tt  avatle  you  to  run 
praceptorfbusj  to  Schiele  of  luft  And  cruelty  * You  need  no  Maflers  ; you 
mmisdoeiks  are  naturally  too  doable  of  eviB  things.  You  learne  mere  at 
maiorum  eftis.  home  by  your  felvesy  thru  is  needfull : what  will  you  learne  if 
\ *lU4 jj'V  vos  theft  Artificer s ofrmckedneffe , and  the  Mtftreffe  of  errors 9 the 
qu^neceffecft  multitude y fhonld  be  added  to  fuch  ready  wits  l Many , tr  hem 
QoiiUtam  * nature  had  made  meeke3  and  chafeeyhave  Stage-plates  taught 
promptisinge-  Cruelty  y and  mcontlnency.  The  mi  ft  de  ef  man  which  is  natu- 
rnjs  artifices  rally  prone  to  vices  is  not  therefore  to  be  infiigated9but  brtdeled  : 
iceleru,  acma-  fjrJt  yg  [0ft feglfa  it  will  hardly  feand  ; tf  it  be  violently  dr l - 

pfcb^ac^ScrTrl  ^forward,  tt  will  fall  downs  he  along,  <1  ijllucb  evi/l  is 

Mu!tos,quos  mites  natura  fecerat^fatvitia  fpedacula  docuere  .Mens  hominis  in  vitia 
prom, non  urgendi  utiqj/ed  frenendi  cftiG  fibi  linquuur3argr2  fhbit;  fi  impellitur, 
prxeeps  ruet  > Ibidem  <1  Multum  mali  auribus  iuiveliitur,fed  moled  plus  oculisnllis, 
quaGrencftris  bipatemibusjinammammorsrumpit,  Nil  potentius  in  mcmoriam 
defeendit  quam  quod  vifu  fubit: facile  audita  prattervolant:  ccnfpeifhrum  imagines 
rerum  hxrent  etiam  invitis-nec  tamen  nifi-voiennbus  ingenint,niu^perrar6«Sc  ocyus 
abitura?,Quo  pergis  igitur  > Quis  ce  rapit  impetus  ? ut  ad  horam  gaudeas,unde  fem- 
per  doleas  j ut  yid^as  femel^ucd  Yidiffe  aillies  p3?ni:eat,^ic-  ibidem* 
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conveyed  into  us  by  the  cares,  but  much  mors  by  the  eyes:  by 

them,  as  by  two  open  windowes  doth  death  breaks  in  upon  the 

Joule:  Nothing  more  power  fully  finkes  into  the  memory , then 

that  which  is  apprehended  by  the  eye : things  that  are  cnely 

heard  doeeaftly  paffe  away  ; the  images  of  the  things  we  fee 

fitekefaft  in  our  tmvdes  even  again ft  ear  wills:  yet  net  with- 

ftanding,  they  doe  not  offer  themfelves  unde  fired,  but  to  fiueh 

who  willingly  beheld  them , unlefje  it  be  very  f e/dome,  a>;d  that 

in  a tranjitery  manner  tc paffe feone  away.  Whether  goeft  thou 

therefore? what  impetus  or  guft  doth  violently  dragge  thee  ? that 

thou  fjouldsft  reioyce  but jor  an  hourc,  in  that  which  thou  maft 

chance  eternally  to  lament : that  thou  jhouldeft  run  to  fee  that 

or.d,  the  very  fight  of  which  thou  mat  ft  a tbsufand  times  repent 

off.  r / know  not  what  pie  a] 'ant  , or  rather  what  not  bnter , or  t Nefcio  quid 

forrowfull  thing,  you  perceive  in  Stage -pi ay  es : neither  doe  / hk  dulce,  feu 

dtfeerne  any  ether  create?  argument  of  madneffe  in  you,  then  non  quid  poti- 
, r r , , „ , 6 j , l r r,  J r * us  amarum,aut 

that  I fee  you  daily  allured  unto  death  by  referable  entifements,  tr^e  fcmicjs . 
and M if  you  were  drowned  in  an  infernal l Jlumber , a bitter  neculiumin 
fweetneffe,andan  unpleafant  pleafure,  precipitates  you.  For  vobis  mnjus 
there  is  one  rule  alms  ft  of  all  things  to  you ; whatever  you  de-  infaniae  argu- 
fire  f whatever  you  endeaver, whatever  you  doe , is  again  ft  your  ™ ^Qm 

/elves.  Thus  Fetrarcha , mod  elegantly,  mod  divinely.  ddkTosadU° 
To  him  I might  adde  the  concurrent  TufFrages  of  Alex,  mortemiferis 
anderpabrtUus,  in  his  Deftruttorium  Vtttorum.  pars  4.  cap.  delinimcntis 
* Maphcw  Regius,  De  Educatione  Liber orum.  lib. I.  dle^osj&  vc- 
cap.iq*  C7*  lib.y.  cap.y.(fr  1 2.  Ludovicus  Fives  w adugu-  *ut  ®PP 
fttnum  De  CtviUte  Det.hb.i<cap.$  1 • 3 2,3  3*  & ltb.2.  cap . 5 . au[cedo  ama- 
to  I 5, ^ 25.27,28,29.  & De  Caufts  C orrupt.tArtium.lw.  ia,&deletfhrio 
2. pag. 8 1.83.  Agippa  De  Vanitate  Scienttarum.cap. 20.5 9,  inamoena  pr£- 
64  71.  Deter  tJJMartyr  Locorum  Communium  CUffts.  2.  cap.  clPi:at*  Vni  eft 
I 2 'feci,  6 2.  66.  cap.  1 2.feU.l<y,  icy.  & Commentary  upon  l^urjfsrm^ 
Judges  p»22o  2 2 1 .Mader  Gualther.Hom.  1 1 in  Nahum. 3.  omniurn, quic- 
Bodinue  De  Republtca.  hb.6.cap.  1 . Johannes  De  Burgo.  Fu - quid  cupitis, 
ptHa  Oculi.  pars  1 0.  cap.  5 Xk  Damns  Ethic  a (fhrtftiana  tib.  quicquid  moli- 


2.cap.%.  Polydor  Virgil,  De  Invent.  Reruns.  Ub.x  .cap.  2.  mini  contra 

* J r vosefc.  ibidem. 

* Speckcula  dulciflkna  funt  iriitamenta  omnis  non  tam  libddinis,  quam  inhu- 
man uus.lbidm. 
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* Quid  multa  ? 
Auctores  om- 
nescura  Sacri 
rum  pro  fan  i 
fpurciciam  Sce- 
n.T2  exagitant, 
no  modoquod 
fabulasobfcenas 
in  Scena  age- 
rentur,fcd  etia 
quod  rootus 
geftufq;  eflent 
impudici,  arqj 
adcoprofcibula 
ipfa  in  Scenam 
i3?pc  venirenr, 
& fub  Scena 
proft.'rent.V’n- 
de  & obfc^enu 
nit  Vanoj  quod 
non  nifi  in 
S:ena  palam 
dicitur,&c.t/;W. 
Ibidem  Jib.  r . 
Theatre.  cap.  5 6, 
P*g-  19$.  4 


Hiftrio-Majlix. 

Tranctfcwi  Zcphyrus.  Comment,  tn  TertuKiani  A pologiam. 

adverfGcntes. Peter  De  Primaudajjnhu  French  Achadcmy. 
c.io.pag.io’y.  Aftexstnns  De  (fafibHs.Ub.i.Titulus  53  lib . 
q.Ttttilus  i y . Artie. r\.  Theodor  us  Balfamon  tn  Phocij  T[omc- 
canonist  Tuulits  1 3.  cap. 2 x.Bochefus,  Decreta  Ecclefia  (jal- 
itcanA.  lib. 6.  Ttiulus  loannes  *JAl arsana,  & Bar- 

rs, bos  Brtjfonius,  in  their  Bockef,  De  Sfettaculis.  together- 
with  Bulcngerus , De  Theatro.ltb.i.c  50.51.  * where  he  con- 
fejjctb,  that  all  Anthers,  bsth  f acred  and  prophane , have  de- 
claimed agawft  the  fil-hinefle  and  levrdnejje  of  the  Stage , not 
onely  bccaufe  of  the  obfeentty  of  thetr  Places , but  Itkemfe  be- 
captfe  their  mothns  andgeftures  alfo  are  uxchaflc,  in  fo  much 
that  the  very  Stewes  tbcmfelves  were  oft-times  brought  upon 
the  Stage,  and  projhtuted  under  it.  whence  Varro  writes, 
that  that  is  obfeene  which  is  not  (pokf*  openly  but  onely  on  the 
Stage  qtc.  Dodor  Remolds*,  m ku  Preface  to  his  6.  The- 
fes , and  in  his  Overthrow  of  St  age- places  thorow- 
out.  Printed  15 99*  and  now  refprinted,  1629.  Do- 
dor  Sparkes , in  his  R he zrfall  Sermon  at  T ints  Creffe, 
April!  29,  1579-  Mailer  Perkins,  in  his  'Treatife  0 f Confci - 
ence.  c.  g.  and  on  the  7.  Commandement . Mailer  Sf*£f,  in 
his  *A>J  atomy  of  Abufes  pag.  ioi.ro  107.  Mailer  North- 
brook*, in  his  Treatife  agatnfl  Zaine  Playss  and  Enterltidss . 
fag.  57.  to  77.  A Bookg  intituled.  The  Church  of  evill  Men 
andwomen.  whereof  Lucifer  is  the  head,  and  the  members , are 
all  diffolute  Players , and  Sinners.  Printed  by  Richard  Pinfon 
in  8° . A Treatife  of  Dances , printed  in  8°.  1581.  wherein  it 
is  fhswed,  that  TJances  are  as  it  were  acceffartes , or  depen- 
dant s,  dr  things  annexed  unto  whoredoms:  where  alfo  by  the 
way  is  proved ; that  Tiayrs  are  toy ned  and  Ifyit  together  in  a 
ranks  with  them.  The  fecond  and  third-TJlafl  of  Retr ait  from 
PUyes and  Theaters*  pag.  1 . 2,  3,4,43,44,53,54,55,5^ 
89,92,96  98, ro  103.  (all  pregnant  places  to  our.pur- 
poie)  printed  by  Authority . London , 1 580.  Mailer  Goffon, 
in  his  Schoole  of  Abufe.  Two  Bookes , the  one  intituled , The 
'^Myrror  for  ijllagtft  rates  of  C it  ties-,  the  other,  The  Coun- 
tcr-blaft  to  S t age-p  lay  es, by  anuncertaine  Author  John  Field, 
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in  his  Declaration  of  God t Judgement  fhewed  at  Park  ( ~jar~ 
den.  January  the  it,.  1587.  Printed  by  Henry  fine,  1 588. 

/.  (7.  in  his  Refutation  of  Haywood*  Apoloois  for  A dors. 

Matter  Thomas  Be*vd,  in  his  Theater  of  Gods  Judgements, 
cap. 34.  Matter  Elton 5 and  Matter  LWS  the  7.  Comm&n- 
demcnt.  Billacp  Rady,  in  his  Preface  to  the  Trattifs  of 
Piety.  Bifhop  Hall,  in  his  Epi files.  Decad  6.  Erf. 6.  /.  P. 

Minitter  of  Feverfbam^  in  his  BooketntituledyThe  Covenant 
betweevc  Gcd  and  man.  Expofition  on  the  7.  Commands  meat. 

Dcattor  Layton,  in  his  Speculum  Be lliftcrt. cap. 45.  Matter 
B.  infly 5 in  his  True  Watch. part  3.  Abomination  1 9^.73.74, 

Matter  lohn  Downkamy  in  his  Grade  to  GodUneffi.  lib.^%  cap* 

7 1' fett. stand  in  his  Summeof  Divinity, lib.\  .cap.  1 1 .pag. 

. 20] . and  %tcha-d  Rawledgey  in  his  Scourging  ofTiplers. 
pag.  2.  3. 4.  who  * all  with  one  unanimous  Vote  con-  * See  Scene  %■. 
demneall  Stage-playes,  as  altogether  abominable  unto  & Aft  7. Scene 
Chriftians,  from  this  very  reafon  among  fundry  others  ; 7* 
that  they  irritate  and  foment  mens  carnall  lufts : pollute  their 
foules  with  adulterous  affettions9  defile  their  eyes y their  eareSy 
their  hearts  with  filthineffe ; and  allure , ye  precipitate  both  their 
Attorsand  Spectators  to  allaCluall  lewdnefje  3and  execrable  ux- 
cleane  fifes  • being  as  fo  many  <J>andersi  Bellowss „ and  Firebrands 
to  their  vile  Ujcivtcus  defires. But  patting  by  all  thefe  with  a 
briefe  quotation  of  their  names  and  workes,  to  which 
you  may  refort,  as  being  too  tedious  to  recite  at  large ; 

I fhall  on ely  relate  unto  you  what  4. other  Authors  of 
our  ovvne  have  written, concerning  the  lewde  effects  cf 
Stage-playes.  The  firft  of  them  is  reverend  Bifhop  Ba- 
bingteuy  who  writes  thus  of  Phyes.  { Thefe  prophage  c Exposition: 
and  wanton  Stage-playes  or  Enter  fades,  what  an  cccafion  they  u?on  theCon> 
are  of  adultery  and  mcleaneff:  by  gefiurc,  by  fpeccb,  by  convay-  ^ 

anceSy  by  devices  to  attains  to  fo  ungodly  defires9  the  world  \ycrkes  S 

kyisweih  by  too  much  hurt,  by  long  experience.  Vanities  thej  large, p.inted 
are  if  we  make  the  be  ft  of them,  a*d  the  Trophet  praysth  * to  at  London 
\have  his  eyes  turned  away  by  the  Lord  from  beholding  fuch  I^2-the  left 
matter.  1 Evill  words  corrupt  good  manners,#*  f&ej  have 
abundance.  There  is  in  them,  ever  many  dangerous  fights,  t -x  Cor.1?//" 

and 
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1 ThcC5.11*  and  **  we  mnft  abftaine  from  all  appearance  of  evil!. 

They  corrupt  the  eyes  with  alluring  ceftures ; the  eyes,  the 
heart ; and  the  heart  the  body,  till  all  be  horrible  before  the 
Lord.  Hiftrionicis  Geftibus  inquinantur  omnia  ( fatth 
Chryfofiytne.  ) Theft  Players  behaviour  polluteth  all 
things:  And  of  thetr  Playes  he  faith ; they  are  the  feafls  of 
Saia»>  the  inventions  of  the  DtvtH,  &c.  Connects  have  de- 
er eedvery  fharpely  agamfl  them,  and  polluted  bodies  by  thefc 
filthy  occafions  have  on  their  death-beds  confeffed  the  danger 
of them , lament  id  their  owne  foule  and  grievous  faults,  and 
left  thetr  warning  for  ever  with  us  to  beware  of  them.  'Em  l 
referreyou  to  them,  that  upon  good  knowledge  of  the  abominati- 
ons ofthcnSjhave  written  largely  and  well  ag.unfi  them.* If  they 
be  dangerous  in  the  day  time , more  dangerous  are  they  in  the 
night  certainely : if  on  a Stage , and  w open  Courts , much 


* Note  this 
well,  O yec 


lafcivious  pet-  more  Chambers  and  private  houfes*  For  there  arc  many 


boiii-5  Players  rooms  s be  fide  s that  where  the  Play  is;  and  per  adventure  the 
tii- .your  private  fir  an  gene  fie  of  the  place,  and  lack*  of  light  to  guide  them,  can- 


houfes. 


in 


* In  his  Ana 
tomy  of  Abu 


feth  error  in  their  way , more  then  good  Chrsjhans  jhoald 
their  boufesfuffer . Thus  this  right  godly  Prelate  of  our 
Church,  who  makes  Stage-plajes  a breach  of  the  7.  Com- 
mandement , becaufe  they  are  the  frequent  occafions 
both  of  contemplative,  and  adhiail  fornication,  and  che 
inducements  to  it.  The  fecond,  is  one  Mafter  Stephen 
Gofion , (once  a profefied  T lay-poet ; yea  a great  Patron,  and 
admirer  of  Playes  and  Players , K as  lotmjeife  corrfefieth , till 
. . . God  had  called  him  to  repentance , and  opened  his  eyes  to  fee 

ftksrefixed*”  thetr  abominablene fie : ) who  among  other  things,  wri- 
to  bis* Playes  teth  thus  of  Stage-playes.  >'  As  I have  already  dif covered 
confuted  in  five  the  corruption  of  Playes,  by  the  corruption  of  their  caufes  ; the 
Aftions,  &fo  Efficient,  the  Matter , the  Forme,  the  End;  jo  will  l conclude 
tl^fe^ B°1^  es  ffetts y that  this  poyfonworkes  among  us.  The  DevtU  ss 

oHrs  °°  not  ignorant  how  mightily  thefe  outward  Spectacles  effeminate 

r Playes  confu-  and  fof  ten  the  hearts  of  men  • vice  is  learned  with  beholding; 
ted.  Aft  ion  5.  Jsnne  is  tickled , defire  pricked,  and  thofe  impreffiom  of  mmde 
are  fecretly  conveyed  over  to  the  gazers,  which  the  P layer t 
counterfeit  on  the  Stage.  As  long  as  we  know  cur  [elves  to  be 

fiefb 


ngtt  God*  What  force  th:re  is  in  rraacorarci. 
be  gathered  by  the  tale  0/ Bacchus  ^raec°lar- 
nophon reforteih  to  be  played  a:  a 
his  Boyy  and  his  dancing  7 ml!.  In  & kaetiaBac- 
Httlike  to  the  ^Prologue  of  our  PlayesJ  cho  prodeunne, 
f the  fable  ■:  then  entred  Ariadne,  numerus 
de,  and  (ate  in  the  pre fence  of  them  ^chijus. ca- 
is,  dancing  to  the  Pt?e  : Ariadne  ^.Wm. 

:e  ncither-roje  to  meets  him , nor  ftir - par. 900. b 
me  bm , yet fhe  foe  wed  by  bergs/? are  c Ac  obviam 
d When  Bacchus  beheld  her, ex-  iilaquidem  no 
ifpons  of  love,  he  placed  himfetfe  Pj°ce^1;tj  ncc 
(Embraced  her:  fhe  with  an  amo-  rQ^'fXU5^^- 
rangenejjey  as  though  fit  would  thrnft  qU0d  vox  Con- 
finger,  and  pull  him  agame  with  both  quiefcerec.  Ibid, 
moroufly  and  doubtfully  entertained  4 Poftqiilvero 

ders  began  to  foots?,  when  Bacchus  BjC<ilusfeam 

6 __ . vi  differ, ha  ud  3- 

ifTime  poffet,in  genibus  ccnfedebat.Qutimqj  compiexus 
■3.  vtrbtametfi  pudorc  quodam  affects  fimilis  eiTu33mi- 
pk&ebamr.I&ij  « Quod  cum  convive  cernerexu^pc.ffim 
rurfus  exclamabint.  Quam  aurem  Bacchus  tureens  A- 
culantium  iam  & cotnpkftendu  fefe  geftus  ernt  ipedare, 
forrr.ofum  effe  cernerent,  & Ariadnam  formofam,eofq5 
motisoribusofcaiari,  omnes  ereftis  animis fpeftabant 
mtenogantem  ipfam3num.fe  amaret,  atqjillaoi.hoc  ita 
>:ut  non  modo  Bacchus, fed  omnes  etiam  qui  aderant,  m- 
incer  puerum  &puellam  amorem.  Eranr  enim  fimiles 
Tent, fed  facere  cuperent  id, quod  iamdudu  expctiviffcnt^ 
los  lefe  complexos  c e r ne re n t,quah q 3 adcubile  tendentesj 
d>ixerant,dufturosfejurab!ntjmariti  vero  ccnfccnfis  e- 
►anuir,  ut  jjs  potirentur.  Xuwfom*  Jbidcm. 

A a*  roje 
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152.  II  iftrio-  Majlix. 

OOtccl.  1.  If  any  here  obied  in  defence  of  amorous  mixt  la fei- 
vious  dancing,  ( I fpeake  not  of  grave  ftngle,  chafte,and 
fober  mcafures  men  witlrmen)  which  is  now  fo  much 
1 in  ufe  and  high  dteeme.  Fiift,  that  there  are  many  Itu- 
4E*o.if,i0j2i.  dable  examples  of  dancing  in  the  Scripture:  as  d that  of 
•Iudg.Ti.jp.  Miriam  and  the  Ifalttijh  reomen  after  the  drowning  of  the 
s 2 *6*  tyjPttans> am ^ miraculous  deliverance  from  them  : that 

iChron.i)!ro.  °f  c bepthaes  Daughter 1 f of  the  Ifralitift?  women  after  the 
h Pfal.i4p.j.  fighter  of  Goliah  and  the  Philtftms : and  that  5 of  David, 
Pfal. 150.4.  who  danced  before  the  Arkj  wtth  all  bis  might.  Secondly, 
kEpflr*o  4‘  'bat  God  commandes  us*  h to  praife  him  with  cymbals  and 
ler  7i  *°iz'  dance t : That  Salomon  writes ; * there  is  a time  to  dance; 
Lam.  j.ij.  * and  that  Mother  Scriptures  feeme  to  allow  of  dancing  as  law- 
Matth.11. 17.  full.  Therefore  it  cannot  be  unlawfull. 

^nfweri*  Tothefe,  I anfwer  firff ; that  thefe  Scriptures  and 
* See  Veter  Mar-  examples  warrant  that  kinde  of  dancing  oncly  which 
ijrr,  Gaaltbcr,  is  fpecified,  and  commended  by  them  ; not  our  thea- 
Northbrook  triczllyour  moderne  common  dancing*  whch  1 differ sfiom  it  in 
Stubh  & UniU,  mAry  matcrtall  circumfances^wcW  worth  the  obfervation. 
quoted  place's j F°r  hrft,  thefe  dances  which  we  read  of  in  theScrip- 
where  thefe  " ture,  m were  all  ftngle , con  ft  ft  tug  altogether  of  men , or  of  wo- 
Scriptures  and  men  oncly : ( which  kinde  of  ftngle  meafures  were  anciently  in 
objections  are  ufe  among  n the  Perftans  and  Greecians^  are  jet  retained  a- 
(Wred^^  an”  mon&  l^e  ° Brtfil****  **d  others .)  W hereas  our  modeme 
msec  Exod.15.  dances  are  for  the  moft  part  mixt,  both  men  and  wo- 
io,zi.iudg!n.  men  dancing  promifeuoufly  together  by  feleded  cou- 
34-c.2i.2i5ij.  pies*  Secondly,  thefe  dances  were  no  artificial l curtout 
1 Sam.18.6,7.  GalliardsJfigsy  or  Carontoesy  learned  with  much  paints 
Ier3*!  6*Iudith  andpra(^ic  at  a Dancing-Schoole,  as  ours  are:  T but 
j i^.Matl  platnc,  uuartificiall fober  motions . Thirdly , thefe  dan* 

i4.6,7.Mar.^.  ces  were  no  ordinary  daily  recreations* pradifed  at  every  feail 
22. 

« Zcnophon,De Eipedit.Cyri.l.^.p.370. 7)’j\.Athcnam  Dipnof.  .1. 14.0.12.  0 Leriui 
De  Navigatione  in  Brahliam.c.57.  Piarcbas Pilgr.l.i,c.i.l.6.c.j  4.1ib.<j.cap.2. 

I See  0«tf//kr.Hom.5idnMarc.&  Hom.1S6.1n  Marth.  PtUr  Martyr, Locoru  Com. 
ClaiTis.2^4u«feCt,6^4to  6% .'hl.Nortbbrooiie  & Stubs , qua  fupra.  M John  ’Downbasm 
Chriftian  Warfare.!^. xi /eft. $.See  Horace  De  ArtePeecica.p.jo^Tl^/ferf.  Eicg. 
lib.i.Eleg.i,&  ykgil  Georgiib,i.pag^,o. 
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or  meeting,  upon  every  Lords-day,  Holi-day,  or  va- 
canttime; and  that  upon  no  other  occaflon,  but  for  *ToIlc  libidi- 
mirth  or  laughter  fake,  to  paife  away  the  time,  or  to  fa-  & ns 

tiate  mens  unruly  lufts,  (the  lonely  props  of  dancing ; ) as  ^rcha^eTU- 
all  our  moderne  dances  are.  But  they  were  rpMke  ex - mcdioxtY  Fortu- 
tutor  binary  fpeciall  dances,  taken  ftp  by  pious  (fhrtftiuns  to  na.l.i,  vid.24. 
pratfe  the  Lord  withall,  after  fame  extraordinary  great  dehve - r See  Exod.i  5. 
ranees  from,  or  vittories  over  their  enemies,  which  fcarce  2,052,1  *Iuc^11 
hapned  twice  in  divers  ages  ; Whereas  our  dances  are 
not  fuch.  Fourthly,  thefe  dances  were  not  made  in  any  ^7,  2 Sam . 6. 
private  Houfevor  Hall;  in  any  Ale-houfe,Taverne,  or  16.  Iudithiy. 
Bower  neereadjoyning ; much  leflfe  at  any  cCMay-pole,  1 2>T  3- 
Wake,  or  Church-ale ; at  any  Play-houfe,  Wedding,  or  vu^il  De^Li* 
Dancing- Schoole,  as  ours  are:  bat  in  the  op qw1  field,  vem.RmU  5' 
where  the  vittor tow  Cjeneratl  and  his  Army  were  to  pajfe ; c.i.M  Stubs  A- 
whom  they  went  out  to  meet  and  welcome  heme  with  thefe  natomy  or  A- 
tbeir  dances,*  which  founded  forth  his  praifs  inthofe  Pfalmes  bu^cs'  P^p-to 
and  heavenly  Songs,  which  the  Scripture  hath  recorded* 

Fiftly,  they  danced  not  by  couples  or  in  meafure  as  we  and  Wakes°  ** 
ufetodo  c,K  but  in  one  inttre  traine  or  round , Sixtly,  they  which  fomebe- 
didnot  wantonly  Icape,  caper,  fling  or  skip  about  like  pm  to  preach  ^ 
Does  or  Bedlams ; nor  ymincinglj  trip  it, as  our  fafeivious  p r. even  in  °P®* 
amorous  Dancers  doe but  they  ufed  a x modefl  grave  t n zo 
and fober motion,  much  like  to  'walking  or  the  grave  old  21.  Iudg.n.34! 
meafures  \ having  timbrels  and  cymbals  in  t heir  hands,  and  1 Sim.  18.6,7. 
a Ffalmes  (not  feurritous  amorous  Paftorals  ) in  their  Judith 
mouthes,  wherewith  they  did  unfimedly  bhffe  and  praife  the  * f 10> 

Lord  for  their  obtained  victories  and  deliverances, and*> found  thorowout** 
forth  the  Litton  pratfe*.  Seventhly,  Thefe  dances  were  1 Sam.  18.6.7. 
free  from  all  lafeivious  dalliances,  from  all  amorous  ge-  1 S1m.21.tho- 
ftures,  gropings,  kifles,  complements,  love-trickes, rovvom'  l^dith 
and  wanton  embracements ; which  abound  in  all  our  Jf‘  0 
moderne  Dances.  Laftly,  c thefe  dances  were  wholy  devoted  Z1  I<Vam.il* 
6,7/Iudith  1 $.12,1  compared  together,  r Ifay  $.16.  *Exodi*.  20. 1 Sam.18.6. 
7.1udith  1 5.1 1,1 3.&C.I4  * It  was  like  our  Liacclncs  Inne  finging  of  Mirth  and 
Sohcc.  * Exod.i  5,10,1  i.I«dg,$ • 1 Sam.21  Iudithi6.comparcd  with  Ephef  5.19, 
io.Col,3.i6.Iam.y.i  j.Icr.ji.^i  1 Sam  18.6,7. « See  abefore:&  Pfal  149.3. Pf. 

1 f 0.4. Pfpo.ii.Thefe  dances  were  like  the  Gnging  of  TcDcum  LauMnm,  after  vi&q- 
rics,  of  which  we  have  fundry  prchdents  in  our  Engltih  Chronicles . 

Kk.3  to 
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fuch  a firebrand  cafi  by  Satan  in'o  tbs  heart  cf  every  tv  intan 
beholder , as  a brand  cafi  into  a bundle  of  Tow , or  into  a birrell 
•Such  arc  from  of  Gun-powd:ry  to  fet  all  on  fire  of  a (udders  ? * Thy  prcteCcion 
under  Gods  it  gone  wbofoever  thou  art > that  adventure fi  hither,  far  thou 

protection,  ay[  QH(  oftby^ayes,  Jh<fe  are  not  the  ways:  of  the  Lord,  and 

much  leffe  upon  his  Sabbath, when  thou prouldcft  be  amo>  ?$}  btt 
people , and  doing  hts  worke , if  here  his  t/ia^cls  watte  for  theey 
* They  ennnot  bis  owne  pre fence  expel} s thee . * How  the*  fbouldcfl  thou  pof- 
thi;ik  to  cfcanc,  fibly  efoape  when  tbs h wilt  offer  thy  heart  nuked  unto  thefe  fiery 
darts  of  Satan  ? how  canfl  thou  think?  to  be  delivered  from  that 
flame  in  thy  foule ; that  fire  in  the  infernaS  lake , that  river  of 
brimftene  that  [hall  never  be  conjumed  nor  quenched,  when  thou 
wilt  defperately  cafi  thy  felfe  headlong  into  the  middcfi  thereof  ? 
hew  can  it  be  but  that  fuch  mufi  needs  bring  fagots  acd  fire- 
brands to  fet  in  the  Gates  of  our  Hierufalem  f The  fourth  of 
them  is  M.  Robert  Bolton,  a reverend  learned  Minifterof 
our  Church,  now  living  ; who  writes  thus  of  Stage- 
~ ^ Dllc°tufc  playes.  k Laflly,  let  thefe  examine  themfelves  at  thus  marke% 
nef&rUp  7 who  offer  themfelves  to  thefe  finfulloccafions^  breeders  of  wary 

fir ange  and  feayef till  mtfehtefes,  l meant  prophane  an  dob fesne 
7 Hayes.  Pardon  me , beloved , / cannot  pajfe  by  thefe  abomina- 
ble Spectacles  without  particular  indignation.  For  I have  ever 
e flcemed  them  (fince  l had  any  underflanding  in  the  wayes  of 
Cjod)  the  Grandcmpoyfoners  of  Grace , ingenuovfneffe,  and  all 
manly  refolutton  ; Greater  plagues  andtrfelhons  to  your  joule J , 
then  the  contagious  pefltlence  to  your  bodies  : 7 he  inexpiable 
flaine  and  dtjhoncr  to  this  famous  City.  The  noyfome  14/01  mes 
that  canker  and  blajl  the  generous  and  neb’e  Buds  of  this  Land: 
and  doe  by  a [lie  and  bewitching  mfinuatton,  fo  cwpoy  fon  all 
Seeds  of  pertne,  and  fo  weaken  and  emafeuhte  all  the  operati- 
ons cf  the  foule , with  a prophane , if  not  an  unnaturall  difjolute- 
fxjjf  . * tfjAt  whereas  they  are  planted  tn  thefe  worthy  houfes  of 
menubferve  t0  ^ e fitted  and  enabled  for  great  and  honourable  alho»J} 

this,  for  the  publike  good,  and  the  continuance  of  the  glory  and  hap - 

pineffe  0;  this  Ktngdome;  they  hcentiwfly  dtjfolve  into  ntckjd 
vanities  and  pleasures  : and  aH  hope  of  ever  doing  good  either 
mto  God}  the  Church , their  Country  7 or  owne  fettles } mtltc’-b  as 
* the 
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the  Winter  Ice , andfioweth  away  as  unprofitable  water;..  T befit 
infamous  Spectacles  are  condemned  by  aft  kjnde  of  found  lear- 
ning both  deinne  and  humane.  Dsfimclions  dev  fed  for  their 
upholding  and  defence,  may  give  feme  /hallow  and  weakj  con- 
tentment to  partial,  and  fenfuafi  affe  ft  ions,  with  preju- 

dice : but  how  fhall  they  be  able  to  fat  is  fie  a conjcter.ce  fenfible 
of  all  appearance  of  evili  ? How  can  they  prefer  ve  the  inclina- 
ble nejfi:  of  cur  corrupt  nature  fi:m  the  wfeciion  of  theft 
Schooles  ofLevvdnesse  andSikckesofall 
Si  N n £ j as,  (to  omit  Divines,  Ccuncels , Fathers , tJMoralifis, 
be  cafe  the  point  is  not  dire  Elly  incident)  even  a 1 Politician  J fhcatra  JcS- 
calh  them.  Alas,  are  not  our  wretched  corruptions  raging  and  nirC  Pc^'jrnas"> 

fiery  enough,  being  left  to  tbemfeives  difperfedat  their  natural!  r,^lplc’,uini4V1* 
J i o ' «s  j j jf  j tiorumq  * orn- 

liberty  ; but  they  mufl  be  united  at  theft  accurfed  Theaters , as 


mum  lentirwn 

m ahollow  glaffe^to  [et  on  fire  the  whole  body  of  our  natural ZacSchohm, 
vicioufneffe  at  or.ee, and  to  enrage  it  further  with  lufi,fierceneffe,  Bndm.De  Ke- 
and  effeminatenejfe,  beyond  the  csmpnff'e  of  nature  ? 


Doth  a-  P»b.tib.6.cap.i, 


ny  man  thinke  it  pojfible  that  the  power  of  faving  Grace > or 
the  pure  Spirit  of  God  can  re  fide  in  his  heart • that  willingly  and  tcr5  lnj 
With  fwl  confient  feeds  his  toward  concupifcence,  withfuchva - i«dge  your 
rsety  of  firfull  vamttes , and  lewd  occasions,  which  the  Lord  Selves, 
hmfitfe  hath  pronounced  to  be , m an  abomination  unio  him  l m ^eur4;2.  f. 
bow  can  any  i nan,  that  ever  felt  in  his  heart  the  love  or  fcare  efi 
fo  dreadful/  a Ah  at  eft  y,  as  the  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earthy  en- 
dure to  be  prefent  effect  illy  with  delight  and  contentment,  at 
Oatkes,  Blaffhemtes,  Obfcenities,  and  the  abufing  feme  times 
of  the  m:-fi  precious  things  in  the  Books  of  God , ( whereat  we 
fhoHid  tremble ) to  mvfi  baft  andfcurrtll  teds  I Certainly  e- 
very  Child  of  God,  is  of  a mofi  noble  a id  hncieke  ffiint , and 
therefore  is  mofi  impatient  of  hearing  any  wrongs  indignity , or 
dijhonor  offered  to  the  Word,  Name,  or  Glory  of  hi s Almighty 
Father, ^rc.  Thus  this  grave  reverend  Divine ; inpreofe 
of- my  AfTumption.  Ifany  mandeeme  all  thd'e  or  any 
oi  the  fore*  quoted  Fathers  and  Couneeis  over-pa?  ttail, 
in  the  calc  of:'  Phyes,  let  him.  then  attend  unto  fome 
Pagan  Authors,  who  concurre  in  iudgement  with 
them*  No:  to  recite  the  fore-mentioned  Story  of  the 

Aaa  3 
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Sjracuftan  with  his  Boy  and  Trull , who  a&ing  Bacchus  and 
n Convivium.  Ariadne , (as  n Xenophon  relates  it)  enflamed  the  flr/b/y  lufts 
kre^heie  *fa^  l^e  fyettators  in  a ftrange  exceffive  meafure  : (a  iuifi- 
m the  mar- "*  * cient  experiment  to  confirme  my  Minorstruth  :)  Ari- 
gent.  ftotle  himfelfe  records  it : ° That  thofe  who  behold  the  mi- 

° Qui  in  Iudis  Hons,  and  attions  of  Players  m Stage-playes,  although  there  be 
& ice  ms  hi-  ' nett  her  verfe , nor  ftngtng  tn  then,  are  jet  notwit  h ft  adding  fi 
moved, and  tffetted  m tie  things  are  aided  in  them:  fo  that 
ip.-e.in^quam-  ^ the  things  the y acf,  be  filthy  or  lafcivious,  the  affecti- 
vis  nu  mens  ons,  the  actions,  the  defires  of  the  Spectators  mud  bee 

ipiis  fublatis  foch  : ° This  there  fsre  (writes  he)  ts  to  be  commended J hat 


animus  awerta-  fervtle  dtfgrace  for  this  hts  flavift?  offence.  P And  becaufe 

rur.  Quire  Le- 

giflatciyit  ii  quid  aliudjvetrboni  certe  obfcaemtate  de  civitate  penitus  exterrr.inabit. 
Nam  turpiter  Sc  obfeaene  loqucndi  licentiaz,  turpiter  qucqj  Sc  obfeame  taciendi  li- 
centia  proximaeft,  led  imprimis  a tenelhs  animis>utejufmoci  nhil  leqjdicatjncq; 
audiam.Quod  ii  quis  eoru  qua?  vetira  fuerinr,  quicqua  vel  dicere,  vel  facere  deprse- 
hendatur3-lfq;  ingenuus^  tieqi  dii  in  fodalitijs  accubationis  honcrc  meritus,  afiu 
ciendus  erit  ignominia  & virgis  caedcndus.Sin  stas  ijs  caftigationibus  major  fuerit 
ferviii ignommia/ervilis  hujus  peccati  caufa  notandus  crit.  PoiitA.7 ,cA7>Nurab.7 Q 
P Ec  quoniam ejufmodi  quicquam  dicere  prohibemusjcerte etiam  fpe&acula  Sc  tabu- 
laru  Sc  fabularu impudicaru  prohibemus.Quare  Magiftratibus  adnibendacura  erir, 
ut  ncq,  Egms  neqj  fabulis  obfcazr.itas  ulla  aut  fasditas  oftendatur.  Nifi  force  apud 
illos  deos,quibus  etiam  per  leges  lafcivia  ilia  conceditur,  & apud  quos  facra  facere 
state  quidc  proveStioribus  pro  fe,pro  liberis  & conjugibus  permittitur.  Adolefcen- 
tulos  autem  8c  Iamborum^Sc  Comaediarum  fpeefatores  eCfelex  prohibeatj  priufqua 
statem  attigcrinr,in  qua  & cu  csteris  accubare  urn  licuerit  &ab  omnibus  vel  ebrie- 


tads  vel  aiiaru  inde  nafeentiu  reru  incomodis  difciplinaliberos  efficiat Jb.Num  77. 
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we  prohibit  the  fteecb  of  any  fuch  thing,,  ire  dee  hkcwtfe  verily 
inhibit  the  Sp°ftaclcs  bath  of  unchafte  Ptfturcs  and  Fables. 

Therefore  tJAiagtftrates  iwuft  take  care  that  no  fihhtnejp  or 
obfccnttj  be  Jhewed  neither  in  Shevoes,  nor  Ptfturcs  • ZJnleffe  it 
be  where  there  are  [tuck  gods  (and  l am  fare  our  holy  God, 

<1  who  is  purer  of  eyes  then  to  behold  iniquity,  is  not  fuch  a *9aback.i«i$. 

one)  to  whom  fuch  lafcivioufneffe  is  granted  by  the  Lawes, 

end  among  n homihofe  who  are  of  riper  yceres  are  permitted  to 

ojftr  facrtfices,  or  to  per  for  me  religious  worfhip  for  themfelves, 

thetr  Children  and  Wives.  But  the  Law  muft  prohibits  yong 

men  to  be  Spectators,  be,  h of  l ambickes,  and  Come  ate:,  before 

they  come  to  their  full  age,  when  as  education  or  difctpltne fhaH 

have  made  them  free,  from  all  the  inconveniences  both  of  dr  an- 

kenncjfe  it  felfe,  and  of  all  other  things  that  iffne  from  it.  r Net-  r Neque  vero 

t her  verily  did  Theodorus  the  Tragedian  perchance  erre  m forralfis  Thco- 

this,  th*t  he  would  not  permit  any,  no  not  the fhghteft  Aftorsto  c^a?“ 

aft  before  him,  becattfe  the  Spectators  are  wont  mo  ft  common’  rVb,u,  quod* 

Ij  to  be  more  taken  and  delighted  with  thefe  things  which  they  noilet  quon- 
jirft  heare.  Tor  this  very  thing  is  incident  both  to  the  nature  qium  vd  lenf- 
and  ufe  of  things  themfelves,  that  the  fir  ft  things  are  moft  ac-  firoumafterera 
cep  t all e and  di  light  full,  Wherefore  all  evil!  things  are  to  be  m a®  is*  his 

removed  from  C hildren,  but  effectxPy  all  iewdncfje  and  lafeivi  quas 

Qufneje • which  is  moft  rife  in  Stage-playes.  Thus  An-  primasaudie- 
ftot/e,w/hofc  words  I would  our  Magistrates,  our  Pa  rinr,fpe<fraro- 
rents  would  confider.  Xenophon,  informes  us ; { that  the 
Per  fans  did  never fo  much  as  fjieake  of  any  amorous  things  to  rc~tHo^enim 
Ton: hi,  left  levity  toyningtt  felfe  to  that  v hement  lu ft  which  jpfum  idem  in 
was  in  them,  they  Jhould tmmoderaily  addtft  themfelves  to  thefe  hominum  & 
their lufts:  intimating  thereby;  that  amorous  oblctne  r€rum  ipfaninft 
Words  ; (much  1 more  then  lewd?  lafctvious , rtbaldrous  n'^ur^>u-r',mGJ 
Stage-playes*  in  which  filthy  fipeeches,  verfes,  ditties,  qu.^qa^JratTr? 
gt  mires,  fhewes,  and  anions  are  united)  are  as  fire  and  La  accUant. 

Quaproprer 

mala  omnia  a pucris  amove  nda  funt,  fed  imprimis  nequitia  omnis,  atqnc  bf  ivia, 
ibidem  Hum.  7%.  r Ita  de  venereis  etr  m rebus  ad  valde  iuvenes  verba  non  faci- 
mus}ne  academe  ad  vehememem  in  eis  libidinem  levirate,  mmodic'  hui~  libi- 
dini  fax  m-iulyeani  7?'  Inflitutume  Cyti  Hijlorta.  lib.i  t See  Xenophontis. 

Coflvivium.  pag.  900.  accordingly. 

fewell 
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fewell  to  mens  lufts ; as  himfelfe  recordeth  in  his  fore* 
uDe  RepubU-  mentioned  Story.  Plat 9 relates,  u/to  Comicall  andTra* 
ca.  Dialog,  2,  g(caU Teems  and  Poets , effeminate  mem  mindesy  corrupt  their 

pag.  5 7°«  S i-  wdcements^prcvokj!  Umhter.  treat  of  lecherous  thins  j.noxrifl 
69V-  695  Fw  and  water  mens  finfuR  lufts t which  jhould  be  dried  up  - gitrzg 
mius , live  Dc  them  a co  warding  power  over  meny  when  as  they  jhould  he  Jub> 
Natura. p.760.  jebl  to  them  : and  for  thefe  and  fetch  like  reafcits  he  excludes  ai 
Lcgu'n.^Du-  Torts,  and  Stage-playel  out  of  his  (fommoK-wealthy  as  itt- 
°a,“  F u ^ x<  chamting  and  bewitching  mifehtejes , /to  foment  and  ftirre  vp 

tbofe  corruptions  which  evciy  man  Jhould  labour  to  the  utmofi 
to  avoyd. . Cornelius  Tacitus  rankes  Theaters  and  Stewcs 
xlnie  G like  re  together:  afTu ring  us  from  his  owne  experience  ; * that 
fhgitia  & infa-  all  kyndes  cfwicl^ednejfes  and  infamy  did  ifjue  from  them  in  an 
mu,necuUa  apparant  manner ; and  that  no  filth  did  yecld  more  plenty  cf 
R-.  on  bus  cor-  Ittfls  to  corrupt  manner sy  then  P lajes.  J Therefore  divers  of 
rhs^iib-d'nurri  Senators  and  people  exclaimed  apatnft  Pompie,  for  build - 

circumdedic,  Galleries  about  the  St  age , wherein  the  people  might  ft  the 

quam  ilia  col-  greater  part  of  the  day  beholding  Stag:-playesy  which  a.a  by 
limes.  Vixar-  little  and  little  corrupt , yea  utterly  atcltfh  and  Jubvrrt  their 
tious  aone  is  (g0UKtYy  winners  undue  mg  them  to  exerdfe  dtfheneft  loves,  and 
retard  nedum  drawing  them  on  to  commit  tha t lewdnejjein  the  night,  which 
inter  cert  ami-  they  luffutty  beheld  anddefired  in  the  day  time  This  was  the 
na  vitiorum,  fruir  of  Stage-playes  then,  which  made  this  Author  to 
pudicuia,auc  cohdtmne  them>  and  many  grave  Senators  to  declaime 
^cuiinpro-  againft  them.  Seneca  the  Philofophcr  informes  us: 
b-  moris  refer-  a That  in  St  a r e-play  es  vices  d^e  game  a more  eafie  paffageirts 
varetur  jfrntul-  our  hearts . b And  that  thofe  men  and  women  whs  harden  their 
vim.  Li  4,  fell' 

y Qruppe  erant  qui  Cn.quoqj  Pompeium  incufatii  a fenionbus  ferrent,  quod  m.-.n- 
fura  Theatri  fedem  poiuillet  ubi  populus  dies  totosagnavia  contmuaict,&cwk/f# 

& Ceteriim  aboiitos  paulatimipatrios  mores  funditos  everti  per  accitam  lafciviam,uc 
quod  ufquam  corrumpi  Stcorrumpere  queat,in  urbe  vifatur,degenerentq;  ftudijs  ex- 
ternis  j^uveatus  gymna(i3,&  otia5&  turpes  3mores  exercedo,&c.  Proceres  Romani 
fpecie  orationum  & carminu,fccna  polluanturj&c. Nodes  quoqj  dedecori  adjedas, 
ne  quid  tempus  pudorirelinquatur,fed  cstupromifcao  quod  perditiflimus  quifque 
per  diem  concupiven^per  tenebras  audeat.  ibidem.  4 Tunc  enim  per  voiuptatem 
facilius  vitiafurrcpunt,&c.£pi/^  7.  b Inhocmares>inhocfseminae  mpudiant.De- 
indc  fubperfonacum  diutrita  fronseft,  tranfttur  ad  gaacam  $ Philofophia:  nulla 
cura  elf  Natural.  guafl.Ub,  7 .cap.  3 
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fore-beads  by  frequenting  Stage-ftayes,  doe  wholy  negleB  F ht- 
lojophy , and  pajfeover  to  the  Stewes  or  TrothJ  honfe  at  laft  • 
d thing  be  much  laments,  as  beingthe  common  praFltfe  of  bts 
age  ••  Wherefore  he c advtfcth  tucilius  to  avoyd  all  Places,  « Subducendus 
together TPiththfCiH co a p .my  that  frequented  them • who  were  eftpepu’ote- 
dble  to  corrupt  even  Socrates,  Cato,  and  Lselius  themfelves  • ncr  animus,  & 
much  more  then  tkoje  o*  meaner  Virtue ; who  are  never  able  to  parumKnax^ 
with  ft  and  the  vtolemy  of  the (e  ■ (which  are  accompanied  "f' 

and  backed  by  thcrrME'^k,)  even  then  when  they  doc  mofl  p>ariLs.Socrati, 
arme  themj&lves  agatrjl  them  • much  ieffe  , when  as  they  Catoni&  Lae- 
are  not  fitted  to  rejtft  them*  To  paffe  by  the  12 . Eptftle  of  ho  excutcre 
fJMarcus  ^Aurelm  to  Ltnslert, which  I fhali  quote  here-  iuam 

after ; even  d Ovid  him  cite  ackifowiedgeth  ; that  Stage- 
plajesare  meere  Bawies  and  Pander  c to  mens  juft s \ that  they  fec>  ajeonemo 
were  the  caufes  of  much  whore dente,  Icwdmjfe  and  adultery.,  'noftnim3  qui 
even  from  their  very  fir (l  tnv-ntton,  to  the  times  in  which  he  cum  maxime 
lived ; Therefore  in  bis  Art  of  Loving,  he  advifeth  all  am  9-  ; ^ 

roue,  tenth  aft  e,  lafciviom  perfosto  haunt  Theaters,  as  being 
the  places  that  wire  waft  fait  able  moft  advantagiopu  to  their  fuS  ram 
urxhafle  defir esi  where  they  ftheuld  feldowe  tn:jfc  their  prey  no  cemiraru 
And  after,!!!  his  Penetcntiary  Elegies,  forthefc  wanton  P°“ 

[Bw^ofLove,  c for  which  he  was  exiled:  he  informes  Au-  d ^ ' a V 
IgufiuS;  f tbit  Playes  are  the  Seminaries  of  lewdneffc , the  cbu-.#u:v.svc- 
\:aufesofn:uchft:*n e,  nsucbvthmdeme,  and  adultery'  in  many  ; nare  Theatris, 
therefore  he  advtfcth  him  to  demohfh  ad  Theaters,  to  aban - Ha?c  locaTunt 
\ioriaR  Cirques,  and  blocke  up  aHjajfzges  to  them  both,  as  be-  vctis  faemora 
ng  tbs  f ftbltlie  Marts  where  Adulter  .<  s and  Aduhereffts  ^Vcu-Va-6* 

'.es,quod  ludere  poHis  Qnpdq*  fcnriel  q'uodq;  tenere  vtlis3  &c.  Sic  ruir  ad 

i(lebres  cuiiiftitnft  fte-.v  hid  Copii  iudiciimi  fxpc  mcrata  meum  eft.  Spe&a- 
■:in>  veniuat,ven:unt  fpeftatiu  ir  ipf^-llle  locus  cafti  dair.ni  pudoris  habet. Primus 
illicit  os  fecifti  Romaic  hid  s ..Cum  iuvit  \ iduo:  rapra  Sabina  v ros . Romule  mi- 
cibus  feifti  datecommoch  folus  Hsecmihifi  dedcris  comrnoda  miles  ero,  Scih- 
:tex  illofoienma  mere  Theatre,  Nuncquoque  formers  mfidiofa  manenr4  Te 
rte  Arr-nli.  hbt.  e See  T nftiurr.lift.i.  :a  ; ,4.  De  Pcnto  libri  Aldus  Pius  Ovidij 
:ita.  f Ludi  quoqUe  femina  priebent  Ne.quitis  ; tollitcta  Theatre  jube.  Pcc- 
mdi  ciufam  quam  multis  fa?pe  dederuntj  Mirtiacuadurum  fternit  arena  folum  > 
ollatur  Circus > non  tut'  UcentI  Cirri  eft.  Hie  fedet  ignore lunda  puella  viro. 
umqiiardam  fp  riantu:in  hxcjUt  arnr.tcr eodem Conveniat : quarepomeus  uila 
! fret  ? Tr  (Hum Jib 1 5 
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commonly  met  without  control  to  conclude  their  adulterous 
_r.  „ bare  am  es.  and  make  up  their  unchaftc  meretricious  matcher. 

genus  probati-  S A pregnant  ratification  of  our  prefent  A flump  t ton ; and 
onis,  quoj  eni  a paflage  worth  the  noting,  becaufea  mofl  tafavtous  Poet9 
abadverfario  (who- was  a s farre  from  Puritaniime  or.  over-ftrid 
fumiair,  m ve-  Precifenefle,  as  he  was  from  Chriftianity)  hath  regiflred 
- fnimicis  ** t0  as  an  experimental!  truth : The  Poet  Ho - 

vericatis  probe-  racg  h doth- couple  Whores  and  Stage-haunters  together yas  being 
cur.  Tertul.  D e equally  adulterous , and  unchafie  : Moreover  hee  ftiles 
T imitate,  f b.  Stage- play esp  baft  Playes-f  k which  men  ought  not  to  eftceme\ 
52,  } but  to  account  as  toyes  m and  trifles > which  yet  not  with  ft  an- 
Marfseu^ma-  ^tfS&  bring  men  tnto  ftreious  evills>  and  n by  their  pleafantnefle 
tor  Ori^enis  tmpell  the  mtndc s of  (he  Auditors  to  what. ever  they  pleafe . The 
ilh,  Qui  pitria  Poet  luveualztWs  us  in  plaine  termes*  ° That  a man  in 
mimx  dona:,  his  time  could  not  picke  forth  one  chafte  woman^which  he  might 
fundnmq;  la-  fdfely  love  as  his  wife,  out  of  the  whole  Tlay-houfe  : That  all 
m^mquiVctl  women  ( ^et  fuch  who  have  beautifuil  gadding  Piay- 
uxorib*  unqua  haunting  Wives,  and  Daughters  marke  it,)  who  frequent 
alienis.Verum  Stagc-pUycs , cr  love  lafciv'toiu  mixt  dancing,  are  incontinent , 
eft  cum  mimis,  unchaftey  and  infamous  perfons , who  have  forfaited  their  geod 
tnnbus  -"unde  KamfS>an^  heart  out  thetr  dtfhoneft  acltons  with  their  audaci- 
Eama  malum  om  cartage,  ?That  they  are  fuch  who  burne  in  unchafte , in 

grayius jSic.Scrmo.lj .Satyr.t  .pA6$.  i An  ttia  demens  Vih  bus  in  ludis  diftaricarmina 
malis ilbid.Satyr^Qi^p  .19  Quid  cenfes  munera  terrac^Ludicra  quid,plaufus,  & a* 
mia  dona  Quiricis?Qao  fpe&anda  modo3&c.  Epifl.il.  6p.6  p.146* 1 Sptftls  indigm 
Ihc  atris  Scripta  pudec  recitare,  & nugis  adderepondus.  Ibid.  Epift.xg,  p.17  4-  m 
nug^  feria  ducent  in  mata.De  ^rtePo'et.p.  5 12.  “Non  fatis  eft  pulchra  effe  Pofema- 
?adulcia  fumojEt  quocunqj  volent,animu  audirorts  agunto.  Do  Arte  Poetica.  p.  298. 
* Cuneis  anhabent  fpe&acula  cotis  Quod  lecurus  ames,quodq>  mdc  expeterc  pofTis? 
Chironomow  Lxdam  niillifaltante  Batillo  Turcia  vcficje  non  imperat : Appula 
gamut  Sicur  in  amplexu.Tubitum  & miferabile,  longu  Attendit  Thymelc,ThymiIe 
tunc  rufticadifcitj&c.Hifpula  tragajdo  Gaudet,an  expeftat  ut  Quintilianus  ametur? 
Accipis  uxoremde  qua  citharasdus  Ech,ion,Aut  Glaphyrus  fiatp3ter,  Ambrofiufq; 
choraules.Longa  per  anguftos  figamus  pulpita  viros*  friupta  Senatori  comitata  ell 
hyppia  ludu.  Ad  Pharu,Sc  Nilum,  famofaq  j msnia  Lagi,  Prodigia  & mores  urbes 
damnante  Canopo,&c.Fama  conrepferat  olim,Cujus  apud  molleis  nimiaefl  ja<3i> 
za  cathedras.Fortem  animaprxftant  rebus  quasturpiter  audent.Stft.^  44>4f* 
P O ouantus  tunc  illis  mentibus  ardor  Concubitus?quaz  vox  raltantcliDidine,quan- 
tusjlllic  mtriveteris  per  crura  madentia  torrens?Lenonum  ancillaspofita  Laafclla 
corona  ProYocat,  9i  tollit  pcndcntisprsemiacopas*  IpfaMcdullinje  fridu  criffantis 
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filthy  Infis,  and  commit  adultery  in  eartseft,  (as  they  did  in  their  Palma 

folemnefeafisefcPriapns,)not  in  [port  cr  representation  onely  : 
in  fo  much  that  they  would profiitutt  themfelves  to  fervants,  to  bJs  xqvat.  Ni; 
hired  Water-bearers,  and  the  very  bafeft  perfonsfor  want  of  o-  ibiperludum 
there,  rather  then  not  fans  fie  their  beafily  raging  lufis  : Such  fimuUbitur, 
were  the  Play-haunting  females  in  this  Poets  age;  and  omma  acntA4 
I feare  that  ours  are  but  little  better  now,  as  I fhall  ex-  ^,^us 
prefly  prove  in  the  next  enfuin g Scene.  frieidus  xvo 

You  fee  then,  how  all  the  fore-recited  Fathers,  Laomedonua- 
Councels,  moderne  Chrillian  W riters,  and  ancient  Pa-  dts, &Neftoris 
gan  Authors  give  pun&uall  ttftimony  to  my  Minors  her»ua  poflit, 
truth,  which  no  one  Author  to  my  knowledge,  whe-  mo^fmpa?i- 
ther  ancient  or  moderne,  Chriftian  or  Pagan,  did  ever  cnS}tunc^mi_ 
yet  gainfay  : therefore  we  may  refolve  upon  it  without  na  (implex,  la 
any  further  fcruple ; and  thereupon  rejeft,  renounce  all  eft,  admitte 
Stage pJajes,z$  the  defilements  of  mens  eyes,  mens  eares,  VI((js^SuK:lrt 
<i  mens  Joule  s : the  incendiaries,  the  fomenters  of  filthy  bet  fampto^iu- 
lufts:  the  very  Panders,  allurements,  and  provocations  venem  propc- 
to  contemplative,  to  acluall  uncleanefle,  whoredomc,  rare  cuculio:  $i 
adultery, and  the  like,  which  bring  deftru&ion  to  mens  nihil  eftfervis 
foules.  And  indeed,  how  can  theychoofe  but  irritate 
mens  luffs,  and  draw  them  on  to  lewde  unchafte  affetfti-  Servorum^ve- 
. ons,  and  meretricious  filthy  praefifes.  For r when  a man  nict  Condu<ftus 
fhall delightfully  behold  adulteries,  whoredemes,tncefis,toge - aquarius,&c. 
ther  with  all  other  obfeene  abominations , even  lively  perfona-  fbtdem.  fag  5 ; . 
ted,  emphatically  exprefled  before  his  face;  ( when  he  £ ^oc  maxime 
fhall  hear e thefe  beaftlj  finnes  applauded , vamtfhed  and  fet  out  honums  mte- 

I to  fdle  with  the  mofl  elegant  expreffions ; the  mofi  rhetorically  riora  corrum* 
pathetically  flexanimons,  encomiums  : the  mofl  infinuaitng  pat,  quod  exte- 
Love-complcmentSy  and  amorous  fir  ernes  of  wit,  of  eloquence,  r’Cra  delecfcac  - 
that  either  tne  oratory  of  Hell,  or  luft  can  reach  to: 

T AduUeriudifcitursdum  videtur.  Cyprian.  EpiQ.l.z.  £pi(t.i.Dtnato.  Difat 
} facere,dum  afiuefcit  videre.  Idtm.De  Spcttacuiu.lib.  c Vocis  dulcedmes  per  aurem 
1 :uiimam  vulnerant : quae  quantolicentius  adeuatjtantodifficilius  evitantur.  Hicrom 
■Wjfom.  1 Spiftjz  f.^.Corpore licet  Virgo  ac  mente  permaneat,  oculis,  auribus,  lingua 
•ninuit  ilia  quae  habebat.Non  Decet,non  licet  praefentes  efle  inter  verba  turpi3,  qui- 
dus  libidinum  fomes  accenditur?rponfaadpatientiam  ftupri*  ad  audaciam  fponfas 
inimatur,  Cyprian.  J>e  Habitu  Vtrgmm.fag^t^ 
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* Nam  uti  po  when  lie  lli all  feriotffly  contemplate  thof e' Ufctvtom  ge. 
dum  ftrepicus.  {lures , dunces , cunplencrttSy  erncrAcements  : meretrici - 

cu  carmtmbus  dafptifj  and  ddUutr.ce  1 : thofe'teant'oa frhiles,  thofe 

nameroli*  coa-  nedeithfe  tMchafteftgnet,  tboje  luff-inn  tiir.g  moti- 

L«omS  mi wJWfrH* fc»«W» '*"««' When 
matuu'i  ipfanl  he  fhail  heare  fnch  '‘fcuniloM  Pa/hralt , /»f/>  ribald,  out 
plmftisrefonar,  Duties,  fuch  (defeatin',  Love- fount! i ■ /»e6  effeminate,  over. 
&omr,e  g«-as  commina  heart-rcjolvttg  (JKuJtefawhtch  prepare  the  And,- 
vnwfaT  to  unc/eaueffe,&  Jabtecl  them  at  fo  rnir.)  C aptive:  tot  lit  tr 
tore*  ad  tufm-  tnraoedlufts.  When  both  * <;«,  In?  eares,  aft£  .lions, 

tudintm.  cyri/.  beart>  and  all  his  fenles  dial  be  wholy  taken  up,  with 
ji lexandrim . fucj1  amorous,  y be  out  t full  luft- {revoking  obietts  m are  able 
inHefa;am.hb. ^ to' revme  the  moft  mortified  carnali  affections ; zn 
2 !\l°n  fire,  the  mtfi'fhun  bakmmti  hefts ; to  overcome  the  moft 
aftnoncsU-  chafte  and  continent  heart;  ( all  which  concurre  at 
bitlines  quas  once  in  Stage-play e s 0 bow  can  it^  but  ingender,  not 
faltandocxpri-  onely  a fparke  or  two,  a but  An  whole  flinty  An  Hell  of 
mum  docent, Sc  }n$  ^tthm  fa  rou[t  anil  carry  him  on  to  all  uhclca- 

even  with  a fall  carertf  W e all  know  by  wofull  ex- 

funr,ut  fiant  fi-  perience3that  all  men  (but  * effect  r«rj  ««» 

ne  pudore  qujs  who  are  the  moft  alTiduous  a,-  bouncers}  are  excce- 

/*  r « . . I L A ^ ( 1 4*  /-N  J 1 r>  i'  . It  < - " t"  A 


vera  fimt.  i4-  ^ *nrr  prone  by  nature  to  finchafte  adulterous  defiresj  to 

'?■ ’ c/fc|/y  Ms  which  wme  nwamft  their  fettles ; no  finnes  */# 
rum.  Infttt.  Epft.  I L ' J ? J ....  ...  j Hf-nrp  ic  ir. 
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cap.6n£, cAftj.'  confonant  to  their  depravtd  natures  at  theft.  Hence  is  it, 

uCS»e  Aft  5.  Scene  9.10.  accordingly.  * Ocub, font  in  amore  duces.  Qni  videt 
is  Deccat  qui  non t^videric ergo  Non  upict,  iaftt  enmina lumen habet.  Tropertitu 
fl  , ts&ii.  5 Maximinuslamor  tarn*  pulchncudinis  tun  uc 

S m ts  fit  a rocawonbus  f*n.in  s.norxull*  ctUm.  optaverunt  de  eo  cenu- 

pe.c,  nemorum  p.utur  meminiffe  ncc  -he-bs.  r;rg//,  G.org. 

S’TUls  » <^_urn',Q  Lyd  . T.hph.  T^l.i  t.ud« 
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c that  the fe  who  live  the  nufl  retired  lives  ; who  keepe  ti  e c BemearPr, 
mofi  con  ft  ant  watch  over  their  owne  deceit full  hearts:  who 
moft  morttfie  andfyepe  under  thetr  rebellions  carpal!  tufts  by  tjes  ego  iptein 
prayer  and  fafling ; by  fubftraEltng  all  that  ft  well,  that  pro  ertmo  confti- 
Vtfion  which  fhottld  nourish  them  : who  ah  ft  awe  from  all  appea-  tacus  & in  ilia 
rates  of ev  ill;  from  all  tbefe  lafcivtous  la  ft  enftammg  obtsfts,  | 
which  might  either  fteine  thetr  forties  wttb  twebafte  de fires , or  roli^a»-d o Abus 
defile  their  bo  die  s with  adulterous  copula  tons,  are  eft-time  t horridum  Mo- 
iled 7^/0^  vanejutfhed,  and  foyled  by  nachis  pr;ebe- 

thtir  car  nail  tufts:  as  the  examples  of  f Lot,  Z David,  b'u  hVbitaculu, 
^Satnt  Paul,  v Saint  Huron*,  and  fome  others-  teftifie.  PutabameRo- 
And  if y theft  men  oft-Umet  fall  into  theje  lufifutl  paffions  ^/^kTjs^edeb? 
their  owns  accord,  even  then  when  as  they  have  kept  fomrqiuaatna 
watch  and  ward  againft  them,  by  avoydingall  occafi-  ritudine  reple- 
ons which  might  provoke  them  to  them:  how  much  zus era™ : hor- 
more  then  rnuft  our  common  AHors  and  P lay -haunters,  who  m-mbra'dPo- 
a dde  fire,  fpurres,  and  fe  well  to  their  enraged,  unbride-  mh&fquaiida 
led  lulls  in  Stage*piayes,be  much  more  conquered  and  cuds  fit-u  Ae» 
fubdued  by  them.  **  If  he  who  fyepes  the  ftrthefi  diftance  thiopicjecarnis 
from  Ufavious  l*ft -enraging  Stage-play  es,  can  hardily  heepc  okauxetat : 
his  affettnns,  hu  body  within  the  bounds  of  chafhty  • how  then  ro*,qiiotidi!7- 
can  they  be  chafie  tnminde,  in  body,  who  live  and  wallow  in  gem  mis : & ft 
them  with  delight,  Alas,  how  can  the  weakefl  ftand,  quando  repug- 
whenthe  ftrongeft  fall  ? How  can  the  careltfle  be  fe-  nantefomnus 
cure,  where  the  moft  vigilant  are  lurpri  fed  ? Hew  can 
unmor  lifted  gracclsffc  n Tongfters  continue  chafie , tint  cun.  ^^ofTa 

harrentia  collidebam:decibisvero  &potutaceo,  cu  etiam  languentes  Monachi  aqua 
frigidautantursSc  cc&um  ^liquid  aicipifle  luxuria  fic.Ille  igicur  ego^qui  cb  gehennse 
meti.m  tali  me  carccrc  ipfe  damnavera  fcorpioru  rantu  focius  Sc  teraru,  fepc  chons 
interera  pueUaruavpailebant  ora  jejumjs,&  mensdeftderijs  aeftuabat  in  frigidOcar- 
porej&  nte  hominem  fua  iam  came  prxmortuufolalibidinu  incendia  bulliebant. 
Si  autemhoc  fnftincn:  illi  qui  exefo  corpore, folis  cogitationibus  c-ppugnanturjouid 
patitur  puella  qus  delieijs  fruitur?nempe  illud  Apoftoli:  vivens  mortua  eft.  Eictcnu 
Epift.ii.c  5.  f Gen. 1 9.30^0  38.  s 2.  Sam  £.z.to  18.  & Rom  7 2.5, 14,2.5,  1 Cor.  9,, 
17.  x Cor.ia.7.k  See  « • Quifponte  corru’t^qnid  faciet  ft  impulfus?  Cyprian  T>e  Spc- 
ffoculis.tib.  m Si  vix  qui  longe  ab  hujufmodi  cantibus  & fpedaculis  remota  eft  anima 
caftimomx  honeftatemample&iturjquomodocominenter  vivere  potent,  qui  in  his 
v*vit?  Cbryfoft  Hvm . 3 8.  in  Matth  Tom.i.Col.iyZ.A.  n Satis  enim  3rduum  erat,  abfque 
lllis  fuftiatiombus  ilia  xtatem  poftb  ferre  moderate  tempeftatem  aftcdionum:  quuta 
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aurcm  Sc  hare  te^>  unpolluted  y either  in  thought , in  foule , in  body,  tn  the  ve  rj 
aceedit:it,tam  middcft  of  all  the  temptations,  the  defilements  of  lu (l -irritating 
SU3?  vidcncur,  polluted  obiefts  ; in  the  very  Steves  and  Brothel-houfe  oflufi ; 
S11  n qua:  au-  i fa  very  Schoole  and  Shop  off^enery,  Lechery , and  Lewdneffe ; 

cue  acccndimr  ( for  PUj-honfe:)  when  as  the  ? moji 

iiicendium,  & mortified  gracious  Chnfiians,  who  have  retired  themfelves 
fornix  couch-  wholy  from  all  carnall  obtetts;  who  have  with-drawne 
pifcentiarmu  rheir  eyes,  their  eares,  their  thoughts  from  all  luft-fo- 
mn»is  m^am"  menting  pleafures  of  finne,  have  yet  beene  defieined  with 
dTn^pcffumk  nnc^ane  *$*&**"*»  in  the  very  middeft  of  holy  duties  in 
aiioIcfcetis,3ni-  their  private  Clofets  ? Since  therefore  the  very  dearell 
ma  ?hinc  cnim  ofGods  Saint s,  °c  who  always s wane  again fi  their lufis,  are 
oninia  pereunc  * gft-tintejfoyled , vexed , or  difiurbed  by  them,  even  then 
f — £n-  when  as  there  are  no  externall  objeds  to  tempt  them: 
much  more  then  muft  common  Adors  and  Play-haun- 
To.t.col.  $ 67  ,b!  ters, r who yeeld  themfelves  ever  as  flavesy  as  vaffalls  to  their 
°*z-p*7'6%>69  untamed  carnall  lufis , be  finned,  conquered,  and  control- 
r Terra  cnim  led  by  them.  And  here  I appeale  unto  the  confciences 
Players,  of  Ptay- haunters  for  proofe  of  this  effed. 
fuerit  fubada  ^Ge  not  y°ur  0 wn€  hearts  experimentally  informe  you, 
culcurisjcirb  de  that  there  are  many  (rnfull  fwarmes  * and  flames  of 
otio  fpi-  luft , many  lewde  unchafte  affedions  oft  kindled  in  your 
nas  tribulofq^  brefts  { by  the  very  adding,  fight,  and  hearing  of  lafcivtous 
tudecn,&Pdr*  Sta&e'plaJes-  Doe  not  the  wanton  geftures;  the  amo- 
bit  frudum3n6  rous  kifles«  complements,  and  falutes;  the  meretricious 
Horreis  mfe-  fongs  and  fpeeches  ; the  lafeivious  whorin'!  Adionsq 
rendum/cd  ig-  the  beaueifuli  faces ; theravilhing  Muficke,  the  fiexani- 
nibus  concre- 

mandum.  Cuftodienda  igitur  nobis  omnium  germinum  feminurr.que  generofitas, 
quam  ex  fummi  agricolae  plantatione  concepimus,  & vigili  folituaine  providendum, 
nc  Dei  numera  aliqua  invidentis  inimici  fi\  ude  violentur,  & in  Paradifo  virtutum 
concrefcar  fylva  vitiorum.  LtoDe  leiunioPciUecofl.  Sermo.^,  cap,$.  fol,\6 1 . * Gal.  y. 
i6,l7,Rom.8.ii5i33i4.  * Vincitfanftos  dira  libido.  Seneca  Hyppotirus-  Att.i.  Cho- 
rui.fol, 87.  * Rom.6.i  iji  7,19,10.  Ephef.  2.  x,  ?.  cap«4-  j 8,  19.  Titus  3. 

* In  omnibus  feculis  pauciorcs  reperti  funt  quifuas  cupiditates,  quam  qui  holtium 
copiasvincerent  Cicero, Efift.  libi  $.  * Succcnfas  agit  libido  tnentes.  Senica  Hyppo- 
litus.  s4tt,i.foL7%»  r Simobilitate  hiftnonum  quifpiam  deleftetur,  peroculorum 
feneftras  animx  capta  libertas  eft,  & mors  intratper  has  feneftras.  Hierotn,  edverf, 
loviniiqtm,  lib.i,  cay  7, 
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mous  enticements,the  witty  obfcenities,  the  rhetorical! 
paflages,the  adulterous  reprefentations,with  al  the  other 
fomentations  of uncleaneffe  in  the  Play- houfe,  ('which 
are  as  fo  many  fiery  darts  of  Satan  to  wound  cur foules  with  1 Ha?cfunt  Di- 
luft ; 06  fo  many  u ConduiFt-ffpeiy  or  Chariots  to  ufher  couch-  ab°k  1gnita  Jaj 
ftfcence  into  our  hearts , K thorovo  the  doores,  the  portals  of  our  & ^neranT^c 
eyes  and  cares  • ) even  raife  a tempeft  of  unchafte  affedi-  mflammam’ 
ons ; yea  kindle  a very  hell  of  lufts  within  your  foules  ? Henm.  Epifi  8. 
Do  not  they  firongly  V inftigatc  cr  inrfgc  your  carnvR  mtndcs  ca  .\6. 
adding  much  few  til  unto  your  lewde  defires  ? Doe  not  they  * * llrPj  l°9uen" 
fraught 1 your  eyes,  youreares,  your  hearts  with  filthy  ih- 
itttsyfo  that  they  cannot  ceafe  fi‘om finne  ! Have  they  not  vehiculu.  Tbco- 
caufid  you  to  looke  upon  W hores  and  Strumpets,  upon  pbylaft.  Enarrai. 
bcautifuil  comely  women  with  a luftfull  eye,  *a*4  inspbefa.  See 
fo  to  commit,  if  not  aVtuallyjet  contemplative  adultery  with  ebryfoftomc.dm* 
rhtm  in  your  hearts  .either  more  or  lefe  ? If  you  deny  all 
this,  your  owne  confidences,  together  with  all  the  rore-  ^jbidem. 
recited  Fathers,  Councels,  Chriftian  and  Pagan  Au-  & Biihop  Bo- 
thers will  prefently  convince  you  of  a lie.  If  you  ac-  bmgton,  Calvin , 
knowledge  it;  as  needs  you  muft;  fince  your  owne  p(rfns>  Hooper, 
confeiencesy  with  all  the  premifes  b will force  you  to  confeffe 
it;  you  mult  certainely  loyne  hands, loyne hearts, and  mandemem, 
iudgements  with  me  in  cenfuring,  in  condemning  accordingly. 
Stage- play es,  becaufe  they  contaminate  and  defile  both  * Vitijs  noftris 
their  Adors, their  Spedators  foules  and  bodies  ; becaufe  in  3mmum  P^r 
they  thus  infhgate,  nourifh y and  enflamc  thetr  mfeperoble  c fin-  QculTtota  ro- 

1 ftnluxuriarhi  nos  in  omnia  vitia  quotidie  prscipkantjmiranturjadarnantjconcnpif-- 
i cunt  ^witilian.Declamatio. i & i.Vn  C*cc.p.6.&  13.  Omnis  fceleris  otficina  oculus 
1 eft.Hic  lgnisjincitf,  mallei,  & affeftus  velut  Cyclopes : nulla  corporis  parte  facifius 
i peccamui.  Quid?ipfi  ocult  cupidinesfunt,:mimumq;  torrent  faiiciant,cruciant.Piasri- 
I que  oculis  mali  mortales  fumus.  Putean.CtnfolatioCacitatis.p.y  zi.ioj  See  Bafil.  De 
- Vera  Virginirate,  Clcm.^Alcxandr.  Pedag.  . Greg  NyJJen,  T>e  Oratione.  Grcg.Magyui, 

x Hom.1)  .mEvangelia.2ccording[)\  J Quidboc  eft  inquam  aliui,  quam  irritare  cupidi- 
t t^teshominum  per  fe  incitatns?  SfTftrd  Epifitio.  * tPet.2.13.  * M :th.  j.  28.  c.i  5. 

i9.Mark.7.ti>i1*i3-  Quotics  concupifcimuSjtoties  toxnicami\r.Kierm,Epifl.$.  c.3. 
| *>  Confeflio  confcienri*  vox  eft.Sflicrc  Controvert  Lib » 8.  Contrev.  4.  « 1 Pec.  i,ii. 
j Hichoftis  nobiicum  inclufuseft  : Qaocunque  perginaus,  nobifeum  portamits  mi- 
micum.  Quid  ergo  oleum  flamraa:  adijeimus  ? quid  ardenti  corpufcuU,  foments 
: igahim  miniftramus s Hkr§m<Epfi\i  caf* 4. 
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fullflefhly  Inf^s  which  war  againfl  their  joules ; * which  fhottld 
be  mortefied,  &nd  fubdusd  \ c no;  foftered,  not  fomented,  as 

they  are. 


'i  3 T’i  X^i> 

Cs'ivi  - 3<§s| 


Actvs^.  Scena  Qv  a rt  a.  , 

THe  fourth  cffeifl  or  fruit  of  Stage-  playes,  is  a&uall 
adultery,  whoredome,  and  uncleanefle,  which  arc 
no  v.  ayes  tolerable  among  ChrifHans : From  whence 
this  30.  Argument  doth  arife. 

That  v hich  is  an  immediate  occafion,  furtherance, 
or  fomentation  of  much  aftuall  adultery,  fornica- 
tion, whoredome,  and  uncleanefle,  mull  needs  be 
abominable,  and  utterly  unlawfull  unto  Chiifti- 
ans, 

But  fuch  are  Stage-playes,  as  I fhail  cleerely  mani- 

feft. 

Therefore  they  muft  needs  be  abominable,and  utter- 
ly unlawfull  unto  Chriftians. 

My  Minor  muft  bee  yeelded,  i be  can fe  adultery , form- 
m.Vu  s'^Cbr^foJ  CAtton>  whoredome , with  all  other  all  Hall  uncle  aneffe,  (how  e- 
Homj.V: ^pani*' ver  men  may  chance  to  flight  them  as  meere  triviaifve- 
tentia.  To,  5. Col.  niall  fins)  are  iwjl  damnable  foule-  furthering  abominations . 
sp- 743. d.  which God,which Chriftiaa  menabhorre.  Theflnful- 

sLevit.  nefTe5the  damnablenefle,  of  thefe  foule  crying  finnes, 
4S™u- (^ich,  alas  ; are  now  fe  frequent  in  the  world,  § that  the 

dopeccantium,  & delink  effe  probri  loco  commune  malediftu.  Nunquid  jam  ullus 
3duIterijpudor  eft,poftqu  meovenrumeft,  uc  nulla  adulternm  h beat,  nib  ur  ndul- 
terumirritet:Tand!in  iftud  tiniebatur,quamdiu  rarum  er  at. Nunc  argumentii  eft  de- 
formitatispudicitia,Q.iam  in  :enies  tarn  miferam,t  ra  fordidam,utilIi  fatis  fit  unum 
adulterorum  par  ? niii  fingulis  divilit  horas,  Sc  aon  fiifKcit  dies  omnibus  ? nifi  ad  a- 
hum  geftata  eft,apud  alium  manfit  ? Infrumta  & antiqua  eft, quae  nefeit, m a tri mo- 
mum  vocari,  imius  adultcrium.  Horum  delidorum  jam  evanuir  pudor,  poft quasi 
res  latius  evagata  eft,  Scncca^De  Bwefictfs.  lib wp. 
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commonneffe  of  them  hath  mads  them  toiler  able,  if  not  com- 
mendable and  law  fall  in  tbs  eyes  of  many,  who  are  fofarre  from 
being  afhamed  of,  that  they  even  boafi  axd  glory  tn  theft 
lafctvioHi  wickedneffes ; ) will  cafily  appeare  by  thefe  par- 
ticulars : Firfi:,  they  are  finnes  againft  the  exprefi'e  h Exod.io,^, 
letter  ofthe  7.  Commandemenr.  h 7'houfhalt  not  commit  Deut-  5,18. 
adultery:  as  all  ancient,  and  moderne  Expofitors  of  this  ^Le'mVo  10' 
Commandement  teflifie.  Secondly,  they  are  finnes,  pfai'^i's.  * 
i abundantly  condemned  thcrowout  tbs  Old  and  New  Tefta - Prov.6.32,Ier. 
went,  as  abominable  and  highly  dtjpkafmg  unto  G od ; whofe  7 9-  c ♦ 2 3 . t 4. 
wrath  none  can  Hand  under.  Thirdly,  they  are  the  3 ’. 

very  & worker  and  prodtifts  oft  tie  fief?  • 1 ijfutng  alwayes  from  * °^t*  ^ 
afollutedheart  devoyd  of  grace.  Fourthly,  m they  are  thofe  tphcf  5 *3,5'* 
execrable  finnes , thofe  abominable  pollutions  wherein  the  Idola - Gal.5,1  9,21. 
trout  Vagan  Gentiles  lived , whofe  Uwdneffe  (fhnjhans  mu  ft  not  1 Cor  ,6.9,10. 
imitate*  Fiftly,  n they  are  thofe  flame  full,  defperate  f/thy 
worker  of  darkneffe  which  the  moft  audacious  nttfcr earns  are  ^GaYTio 
aftaide, yea  utterly  afloamed  to  commit  tn  the  day-time,  tn  the  iMat.15.  j9/ 
face  and  view  of  others,  out  of  a felfe-gutltinefft , an  inward  Mark.7. 21,12, 
coufcioufceffe  of  their  vilencffe ; P tn  the  aft  of  which  if  any  are  a 3 • 
■deprehended , they  arc  sn  the  very  terrors  ofthe  fhadcw  of  death ; m 1 
Uke  men  diftrafted  they  know  not  what  to  doe , nor  whether  to 
fhe,  the  veryfouleneffeof  thefaft  amazing  them , and  the  leaf } ,pj2  2 The f. 
noyfe  affrighting  them.  Sixtl they  are  finnes  which  mofi  4,4,  1 Cor. 

abominably  pollute  the  bodies  and  foules  of  men,  making  them  ?*i-f 
odious  both  in  t be  eyes  of  Cjod , and  men.  Sev  enthly, r they  are  nJot)  1 ^ ’ 
finnes  which  bring  abundance  of  flame,  of  difhoncur  upon  the  1 **  7f  gphef 
f er fins , families  ^and  poft  crittes  of  thofe  who  are  guilty  eftbem,  fin, it,  if. 

lob  20,26,17. 

e Pudet  autem  non  folum  eorum,q.ua?,ii&afunt,pudendorurr0fed  etiam  fignoru,  ut 
noa  folucum  in  re  venerea  verfantur,fed  etiam  cumadfunt  figna  ejus  reij  & non  fo- 
lum cum  fa  ciunt  turpk/ed  etiam  cum  dicunt.s4riJlot.7{!jetorMb.z.c.6.p.i  37 . P lob  24. 
1 27.1anuafrangarur,latret  canis,undique  magno  Pulfa  domus  ftre^itu  refonet  : vel 
pallida  le&o  Defiliat  mulier : miferamfe  conlcia  damet : Cruribus  haecmetuatjdou 
: dcprdnfa,egomet  mi.  Difanda  tunica  fugiendum  eft,ac  pede  nudorNe  nummi  pere- 
ant,aut  pyga,aut  deniq;  fam a.  Deprendi  miferumeft . Horace Scrmonum.  lib  1.  Satyr  2. 
f 167.  oee p.164.  4 Mat. 1 f. 19,20,1  Thef.4.4,5;.Rom,i.24  to  30.  Rev.  21.8,17. 
Gen  49.4.  r Gen.49.4.Prov,5.9.cap.6. 51,35. 1 Sam.i2.JO,u,n.  Lcvit.  21.  0. 
tiofcar.2.  Ionia  8. 41. 
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and  even  quite  deprive  them  of  their  florj  : a wound,  a difbo- 
rouv  fball  they  get,  and  thetr  reproash  f hall  not  he  wtped  away  ; 
as  the  very  wifeft  of  men  informes  us.  Sixtly,  they 
tH0fe14.11,  arc  finnes  { which  wholy  infatuate  and  fteale  away  mens 
c Prov.7.7.21.  hearts  ; fo  c that  they  are  as  an  Oxe  that  goeth  te  the  / laugh - 
2 -j  jc-  $ ter ; or  as  afoole  who  is  led  to  the  correltion  of  the  /to ekes  • till 
a dart  fhrtke  thorow  their  liver  ; or  as  a Bird  that  haftnetb  to 
the  fnare,  not  knowing  that  it  is  for  bis  life.  Y ea  thefe  finnes 
doe  fo  befot  men,  that  they  can  neither  confider  the 
danger  of  them  5 nor  yet  ufe  meanes  for  to  efcape  them. 

* Prov.  7.9,1  o,  Ninthly,  u they  conjume , they  putrsfie,  not  onely  the  joules, 
n c,6,i,)yi6,  the  (firsts,  but  the  very  bodies , and  eftates  of  men,  bringing 
lob  $ 1 -9jio,  them  even  to  amor  fell  of  bread.  Tenthly,  they  ingenerarc 

* Prov.f  5,4,  many  filthy  51  hath  fame  dtfeafes , which  oft-times  io  pu- 

1 t.Iob  5 r*  1 z,  trifie  the  bodies  of  iewde  adulterous  perfens,  chat  they 
Piov.i  1.4.  even  ftinke  above  ground,  becoming  odious, yea  intolle- 

rable  to  themfelves  and 'Others:  which  made  S . Chr?~ 
f Adulter  eui  [*ftomg  to  SiTjrme,  7 that  an  adulterer  even  in  this  life,  be* 
vebntegc  hzn.  fore  be  goes  to  Hell,  is  the  moft  mifrable , the  moft  wretched 
mm  eft  omniir  of  all  men.  Eleventhly,  they  are  fuch  (nines,  * as  are  not 
much  as  once  to  be  named  (much  letTe  then  praftifed} 
vc  1 :!d  umbrim  am0K&  Cbrtftians,  whom  they  die  not  become  - thole  there- 
conri\m  icons  ^ore  are  no  true  Chriilians  who  take  plcafure  in  them, 
ad  in  ill  am  li-  * T wefely*  they  are  fuch  (innes,  as  * exclude  men,  both  from 
beris  refpidens  thejociety  of  Gods  Children  here,  who  are  not  fo  much  as  to 
oculis,  fed  orn-  conver[e,or  eate  with  fornicators, or  adulterers : and  likewife 
b from  the  Word,  the  Sacraments,  the  publtlge  Ajfe  whites  of 
qui  neiciunc  a-  * he  Saints  ;fiom  which  all  Fornicators , Adulterers , Strum - 
cucos  videns  pets,  and  unchafle  perfens  are  ipfofado  by  the  very  Law  of 
giadios,impen-  Cod>  and c man,  to  be  excommunicated  • thatfo  they  may  be 
dcrucs  lift  ores,  delivered  up  to  Satan  for  tb&  deft  ruff  ion  of  the  fiefh  till  they 
mil  htPfal  7 [hall  give  feme  outward  afluall  tefttneony  of  their  fin  cere  re- 

Tom  '..Col 64,5. D.*  Ephef.5.3.4.  * 1 Cor.$«9jjo,i  1,15.  b ; Cor.j.i.to  the  end.  zCor- 
2..  1 .to  1 3.C.7  &ao  1 4.Per  hoc  quoqj  exemplum  ab  Ecclefia  «uxime  expellit  cum  qui 
eft  (ovnicitusX hr) fofl.Hom.i  f . in  t Cor.  5.  Sec  ji mbrofc , Hicrem,  Tbeoderet , Prirrafiitii 
Rhtmigiui,Tbeojhy(act3S(.  Haymo,lbidtm.  c Concil.Ancyranum.  Can.i  f .&  io.  Capif* 
^r^;arumSynodorum.Can.7^,77.8i.  WormatenfeConcil.  Can. 44.Nannetcnfe» 
Cm*!  1.15,14.  with fuadry others, 
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pentanes  for  thefe  fins . Thirteenthly,  they  are  fuchfins, 
make  4 man  exceeding  guilty  tr.  Cjeds  fight.  d <tA  man  may  as  d Piov.  6 i jt 
well  tak^  fire  in  hid  bjjomej  and  hid  clo  at  he  snot  be  burnt',  cr 
gee  upon  coUs , and  his  feet  not  be  [torched, at  goe  into  his  neigh- 
bours wife)  and  yet  be  innocent : Whence  S demon  informes 
US ; c that  a franc  woman  increafeth  tranforeffions  among#  c ^i0V,  i; . iS 
men*  Fourteenthly,  they  are  iinnes  which  oft- times 
from  n and  cut  off  the  lives  of  men  : f and  draw  on  mur - Adaherij  co- 
ther  after  them  : For  § as  the  Adult  re  fife  will  hunt  for  the  mcs  & fruftus, 
precious  Iff e of  a man  : h fo  ieaioufie  is  the  rage  of  a man',  C,TC^£  jCktyfq*. 
therefore  be  wiS net  (pare  in  the  day  tf vengeance:  he  will  net  j * ' /” 
regard any  ran fome , neither  wtH he  refi  content,  though  thou  gprc 
gtvtftmany  gifts . Thefe  fumes  were  1 the  caufe  that  the  h Prov.s.jg, 
Sonnes  of  Jacob  (lew  the  Seshrmites  and  [posted  their  City,  for  54?$  f • 
ravijhing  and  fifing  tbetr  Sifter  Daiah  as  an  VFhore . Thefe  1 Genefis  34. 
k were  the  death  of  all  thofe  Ifralius  who  committed  whore-  J^orowcm. 
dome  with  the  Daughters  of  Mcab,  whom  God  himfelfecom - ^ ^umb,z6. t 
nanded  te  be  flame.  1 Thefe  eccafioned  the  war  re  betweenethe  \ iude-i  o.  • ? 
Beniamites  and  the  other  7 ribes  of  the  C hildren  of  Jfracll,  in  to  rhe'end,  and 
which  there  were  threcfcore  and  five  thousand  men  and  up~  cap.20.  & zi. 
wards flatine  • yea , the  whole  Tribe  of  Benjamin  where  the  Le-  ^orovvoilt« 
vises  Concubine  woa  ravifhed,  (which  occaftoned  this  war  re,) 
were  almcft  utterly  drftrojtd,  there  being  6 00.  men  of  them  ierum  artifex 
onely  left  alive  by  weaves  of  thefe  me  ft- flaying  [ns.  Thefe  fins  obfedit  ani- 
m caufed  David, to  deftroy  Vriah  : n Ablalom  to  murther  mos>  rujas  m- 
his  Brother  Ammon  for  razn fhirg  his  Sifter  Tamar.  Thefe  ^ *ft«pris 
have  0 beene  alwayes  accompanied  with  much  mart  her  and 
bloodfl:ed  in  all  ages : thefe  have  caufed  the  Husband,  to  g^rcs Yernnt, 
murtherhis  Wife;  the  Wife, to  poyfon  her  Husband  : & verfa  ab  imo 
cne  Whore-mafter  to  murther  his  Corrivals  to  the  re£na  tot  P°- 
fdfe-  fame  Strumpet : yea  thefe  have  caufed  unnatural!  Pwlos  Pr2> 
Mothers  to  murther  thetr  ewne  (purtotu  Jffues , to  concede 
their  Uwdncffe ; as  Authors^as  our  owne  P Statutes, and  ex-  i.foiy 8 4 
pcrienceteach  us : therefore  thev  tnuft  needs  be  cryin"  m i Sam.  n.i. 

& toxt.iChron. 

10. 1,  Pfal.fi . » t Sm.i  $.thorowour.  0 See  Tacitus  Ama  i/m.hh.n  12,13.  Jthn 
ta!e3\us  Afts  of  Enghfh  Votaries,  with  the  Apologie  for  the  fame*  thorewout. 
P ii.Iacobu cap. x 7. accordingly. 
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bccaufc  they  are  broody  finnes.  Fiftenthly,  they  are 
fuch  finnes  which  offer  an  high  indignity  tp  the  whole 
* i Cor ,6.  is.  Trinity.  FiriT,  to  God  the  Father,  n nctonely  in  taking 
20.  Rom.6.13.  thofe  bodies  that  are  his, which  were  made  for  htmjclfe  alone, not 
IS>,2'°*  for  fornication  ; and  giving  them  up  a*  profefjed  inftruments 

of finne,  to  lufi,  to  Uwdneffe , t§  Satan,  to  all  uncle  erne  ft : 
but  Iikewifcin  contaminating,  obliterating,  and  caft- 


pur  chafed  with  hu  mo  ft 
precious  blood, that  they  might  bepreferved  pure  and  ebafte  to 
him  • and  making  them  the  members  of  an  Harlot.  Thirdly, 
*1  Cor.  6 19,.  to  God  the  holy  Ghoft;  c in  defiling  thofe  bodies,  which 
cap.  3 . r 6,i  7.  are  the  Temples  of  the  holy  Cjhofi , which  is  in  us ; who  cannot 
* Quo  a tndure  any  pollution,  efpeciaily  m his  Temples , which  fhould  be 
enimpoft  con-  holy, as  he  is  holy.  And  who  is  there  fo  defperate- 

fuetudinem  cu  ly  Wicked,  that  dares  thus  affront  the  whole  Trinity  itfelfe 
fcortis  in  Ec-  by  tbefe  csirfed  filthy  finnes*  Sixteenthly,  they  are  finnes  of 
cie^am  ve,llre  whichmenvery  feidome  repent.  * A whore  ( faith  S a!o- 
niodo^n?110"  mor0  **  A ^eepe  Nitch,  and  a firange  woman  is  a narrow  Pit; 
quibus  * fcorcu  (out  of  which  men  can  hardly  recover  themfeives :’) 
contreftafti  m * None  that  goe  into  her  retume  againe,  neither  takg  they 
caelum  exten-  hold  of  the  pathes  of  Life : And  who  then  would  ingage 
dereaudebis,  h is  foulc  upon  fuch  irrecoverable  irrepenitable  fins  as 
Vc  LdbeUoreM*  t^ie^e  ^ Seventeenthly,  y thefe  finnes  are  the  very  high-way 
dy.scrm.7on;  4 t0  Nell,  the  beaten  rode  to  et email  death : z the  end  of  them  is 
Col.  $9 47}.  bitter  as  wormwoody  Jharpe  as  a two-edged  [word*  Where- 
0 Prov.22.14.  fort  Salomon  exhorts  his  Sonne ; a to  remove  his  wayfarre 
cap.  23,27-  from  a firange  woman,  and  not  to  come  nigh  the  doore  of  her 

Fornkatio^/f-  ^0Hfe>  (a  P*ace  well  worthy  their  obfervation,  who 
fieri  ter  elui  feare  not  f or  to  run  to  W hore-houfes,,  or  to  cafl  them- 
poteft.  Chryfoji.  felves  upon  the  temptations,  the  enticements  of  Strum- 
How.  i.iuiThcf  pets,  as  too  many  doe,)  0 For  her  houfe  inclmeth  unto 
cay  4.  7m.  4.,  death  f and  her  pathes  unto  the  dead : her  feet  goe  downe  t$ 

7 Pro>\7-Z7.  1 Prov.j.4.  * Prov.  **7,8,9.  *>  Proy.i.lSjly.cap.*.*.  cap.7.27. 
Fornicatio  eft  via  qusedudt  ad  Diabolum.  (,byfojioin, Hoffulia.  41  dn  Maltb.  To». 
a.C«/,882.**  , f 
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death,  her Jieps  take  hold cfhell:  herhoufe  ts  the  way  to  hell, 
going  downe  to  the  chamber  $ of  death : None  that  goe  into  her 
ret  urn  e ageune, neither  take  they  hold  of  the  path  of  Ltfe,  Eigh- 
teenthly, they  are  finnes  againft  the  very  bodies  and  Cl^or^g 
loules  of  men.  Againft  the  bodies  of  men ; as  the  Apo-  See  ^mbrop^ 
ftle  witneffeth.  c flee  fornication ; every  finne  that  a man  chryf0Jlomc,ui§- 
doth  x without  the  body,  hut  he  that  Committetk  fornication  rom9Tbeodmh 
fin  net  h againft  his  oxvne  body  : that  is,  * in  defiling  it ; in  ^''jmafius,  Rbe- 
.diihonouring  it ; in  impayring  it ; in  deftroying  it. 

Againft  the  loules  of  men,  as  Salomon  teftirieth  : d IV  ho  occmemw  rhe- 
fo  (faith  he)  esmmitteth  adultery  wnh  an  woman  Ucketh  m-  ophylaft , Seduli - 
derfi anding ; he  that  doethtt,  deftrojeth  his  owne  foule*  And  ui}m&  other  of 
who  would  be  fo  inhumaneIy,Co  atheiftically  defperate,  t{le  Fathers  on 
as  to  deftroy  both  foule  and  body  for  ever,  to  enjoy  the  * 
momentany  bitter-fweetnefTe  of  thefe  filthy  linnes  ? * For  memo 
Nineteenthly  ; they  arefinnes,  c which  dsftble  men  toper-  ntum  corpus 
forme  any  holy  duty  acceptable  to  GoL  Sinnes,  f into  which  fceleratu m$c 
few  fall,  hut  fuch  as  are  abhorred  of  the  Lord,  and  given  up  to  cxecrandurn 
a reprobate  fence , to  work*  aHwickedneffe  even  wit  h greedweffi.  '' * 

Sieves,  S which  devoure  to  defiruftton,  and  roote  out  all  a mans  * c or' Tom.  4 
increafe.  Sinnes,  11  which  caufe  the  earth  to  rife  up  again fl  g.  See 

men,  and  the  fire  not  blowne  to  devoure  them*  Sinnes, 1 which  ^mbrof.Enmin 
draw  downe  the  temper  All,  the  eternal!  wrath  of  God  upon  thi  *^*3  ?■  J om. 
children  of  difobeditnee.  15  Thefe  were  the  finnes  that  deftroyed  <x  p/041  |^r* 
the  old  world  with  water : 1 which  con  fumed  the  Citties  of  So-  Adulter  exui- 
demand  Gomorrah  with  fire  from  Heaven ; which  mcaufed  um  animae  fuse? 
three  and  twenty  thou  fond  of  the  I fra  l ties  to  fall  in  one  day.  conciliar,  ebry- 
Thefe  were  the  finnes,  nthat  caufed  God , in  the  yeere  of  :De 

our  Lord , 1585.  even  in  our  Cttty  cf  London  • to  deflroy  with  T-  ffi 
prejrom  heaven  two  Citttx^ens, the  one  leaving  bis  Wife,  the  fedentem.  rI'o. 
other  her  owne  Hufband,  whiles  they  were  in  the  very  aft  of  j.  Col .1294. 

* Pf  50.1 6,1 8. 

* Prov. 22. 1 4.  Rot? .1.24  to  30.  s lob  5 1 ,1  i,ti.  h Icb  24.1  J,i7  & cap.20.16* 
1 i Ephef. 5.3,4,^,6.  * Gen.Ci.  to  14.  Math.24.38.  2 Pet. 2, 5, 10,  Libidmes  di- 
t luvium  induxerun:.  Bereft. Tr&g,  lib.  $ . fag.  2?.  cbrjfoflom,  Homil  in  Geuefes* 
i Gen. 19.^58,1^,14. Ezech,i6  49, jo.  x Pet.a  6,7,  8,  9,10.  Iitde  7.84  tn  i Cor. 
10.8  Numb.  15.9.  5 Beyerlinke.  Opus  Chronozraphicuna  Orbis  Vniverfi* 
pag.  110.B. 
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adultery  »n  lbs  Ltrds  day  ; their  ktdics  being  left  dead,  and 
half:  burnt  up,  for  a Spectacle  of  Godj  avenging  Inflict  unto 
others.  Thefe  are  the  finnes  ( but  adultery  and  tnceflmoro 
0 Levit.  10. ic,  efrecihfly ) 0 which  God himfelfe  hath  commanded  to  be punifhed 
3i, it.  to  frttb  death,  yea  with  flatting  to  death;  the  inolf  vile 


lohng1  zijtz  ai>d  fhamefulell  death  of  all  others  ; Yea  theie  are 
p lofephus  An  1^1'incs>  chat  p not  6n^7  l^s  *etves  in  ancient  times ; but 

tiqu.  lud.'coru.  even  ineere  Pagans  from  the  very  light  of  nature,  did 
lib.  cap.  to.  punibh  with  death  it  fclfe.  Hence  s Draco  enabled ; that 
Piiijo  ludaeus,  the  adulterer  taken  tn  adultery,  might  without  any  danger  to 

Leodbu?  i lb  tS  ?art7*  kdkd.  r The  (elfe-fame  Law  was  cn- 

p2flQ.  ,*e_’  a bled  by  Solon  and  Plato.  Hence  J Romulus,  among  thofe 
nius,Dc  Mor,  lawes  which  he  wrote  in  brajje  and  placed  in  the  (faptto /,, enabled; 
Gentium.  lib«t  That  the  convibled adultereffe flrould be  put  to  death  according 
rap.4.Munftei\  as  her  hufband,  or  his  friends [houldthinke  meete.  fvhich  ah 
c urchis  19  **  aftervPAr^  confirmed  by  the  lull  an  Law.  Hencej  cd- 
,U^X^  mong  the  Lacedemonians yit  was  lawful!  for  a man  to  kill  hint, 
*3  Bocmus.  hb.  who  woe  taken  in  adultery  with  his  wife.  Hence  lche  Corin - 
cap.*.  thians  ufed  to  dr  own  e thofe  who  pro fl  stated  thtmfelves  to*  the 

Aiex;  a^'  bufl  of  others.  The  u Veflal  Virgins  among  the  Tomans  betrsg 
-rrSoLt  C0KV^e^  rf fornication  were  butted  alive.  * In  ancient  Times 
gum.Dialog.^.  *M*ngthe  Turk's,  the  adulterer  and  adult  ere ffe  were  bothflo- 
T Opmecrus  ned  to  death  : and  >'  at  this  day  they  are  both  mofl  tgnomtr.'tsuflj 
Chronogr.pag.  punifhed.  z The  ^ Arabians , and  Tenedsans  pumfh.  adultery 
^Vi^Arniota*  ^eath,  reputing  it  afarre  greater  crime,  then  penury,  or 
hones  Gode-“  f*cr&dge ; and  therefore  worthy  of  a fever  er  puntfhment.  T he 
ievsidnlib.io.  2 ^Ethiopsans  account  adultery  treafen,  and  therefore  they 
Livij  Hiftor.  make  it  capital 1.  b In  Peru  whoredome  ie  pumfl;cd  wsth  the 

Iuftiniani.Co-  death  of  both  parties • c The  Brafiltans  profecute  adultery  wsth 
dex.  I.9.  Tit. 9. 

1 Zcnophon,De  Inftit.Cyri.Iib.$.  Plutarchi  Solon,&  Laconica.Inftituta.Munfter. 
Cofmogr.  L4.  c. 41.  t Heraclitus,  De  Polit.  0 Plutarchi  Numa.  Livy  Hiftor.hb.j. 
fett.4i.Dionyf.HaIlicarnaf.Amiqu.Rom.lib.2.  c.8.  EutropiusRom  .nae.  Hift,  libj. 
& 2. Dion  CafTius.Hiftor.l.jo,  * Boemus.lib.i.cap.u.MuiifterCofmogr.l^.c.r^. 
J Lonicerus.Turc.Hiftor.lib.2.c«i7.  lib, 3.  c.8.  Busbequius  Epift  3,  Purchas  Pilgr. 
lib.j.cap.io.  * Boemus.lib^i.cap  xi.  Alcxand.  ab  Alex:  ndro.  lib.4.cap.i,Purch-s 
Pilgr.Iib.}.  c.io.  *CasliusRhoclig.Antiq.Led.lib.i8.cip.i  f.Boeraus.liba.cap.6. 
Purchas  Pilgr.  Ub«7.  cap. 7.  b Acofta.  Indian  Hift.  lib. cap,i8«  « Lerias3  De 
Navigat.  inBrahl.  cap.  17. 
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cap  it  all  hatred  info  much  that  he  whofe  wife  u taken  in  adul- 
tery may  lawfully  kfil  her , if  he  plea fe.  d The  Indian  Bra-  dpnrckas  p^ 
manes  may  lawfully  poyfon  their  wschafie  wives*  c In  old Sax-  lib.  5. cap. 9.  & 
ony,  women  who  were  convtFtcd  of  adultery , and  ravifhers  of  c Op  met. r us. 
p:  aides  were  frft  hanged,  and  then  burned*  { In  Siam  adul-  Chronogr.  lib. 
tcry  u death,  the  Fathers  of  the  Malefactors,  or  the  next  Kinf-  f PQ^ha/pil^ 
men  being  the  Executioners*  S In  paimarta  adulterous  Pr tefls  cap  2.  C 

are  p unified  with  cruell  death . h In  Htfyamola  uncloafte  1 Peter  Martyr, 
FPrt efts  are  either  drowned,  or  burnt.  * In  Bantam,  Mexico,  Indian  Hiftor, 
and  China  adultery  u pumjhedwttb  death.  k The  Tartars  ta - 
ken  m adultery  are  put  to  prefsnt  death,  for  fear  e of  which  they  jn^n  j^j^5 
live  very  cha fie.  If  then  the  very  judicial!  Law  of  lMo-  Decad.7.  c.  io! 
fes,  Together  with  thefe  Heathens  and  Pagan  Nations  i Peter  Martyr, 
have  deemed  thefe  finnes  capitail  : 1 pmifhtng  adulterers  Indian  Hiftor. 
and  adult ereffes  with  death,  as  being  the  publike  enemies  of  p^j 1 J 

mankinds:  needs  muft  thefe  finnes  bee  execrable,  yea  hb.s^cap./zf^ 
dangerous  unto  Chriftians.  Twentiethly,  thefe  finnes  lib.9.  cap  3.  * 
are  prejudicial!  both  to  the  Church  and  State,  in  defile-  k Boemus.iita, 
ing,  polluting,diftionouring,  and  troubling  them  with  j^P1.0* 
an  uncleane,degenerated,  fpurious,  if  not  accurfed  of- 
fpring,\vho  are  no  other  but  the  very  * b!emi[bes,(ha.mzs,  jum  & amicoI 
and  infamy  of  Church,  of  Stare,  of  nature:  which  all  ruminfannmr, 
Lawes  diliiiherit : * who  were  not  to  enter  into  the  Con - & in  damnum 
gregation  of  the  Lord,even  to  thetr  tenth  generation.  Laftly, 
thefe  finnes  exclude  men  out  of  Heaven,  1 none  that  die  in  ia$C numerous 
the  guilt  cf  them  (hall  evrr  mherite  the  Kingdome  of  Cod  or  of  adulcerarc  co- 
Chrtfi:  They  caufe  God  to  iudge  men  in  a more  fpeciall  nantur,  conju- 
manner  : m who^e-mongers  and  /Adulterers  God  will  iudge  : gdiaque  von 
They  binde  men  over  rathe  great  AHifes  at  the  laffc  day:  J.ri^ 
fl  The  Lord  ^ noweth  how  to  referve  the  miufi  unto  the  day' of  a brum  per 

ntdgetnent  to  be pnntfbed:  but  chiefly  them,  that  walbe  after  Iabcrant  inGi- 

nab’l;  morbo 

animx,  capite  plcdcndi,ut  publi:ihc{rcs  humani  generis,  neimpunc  piures  domos 
contaminant,  neve  alijs  cxemplurn  fiant  nequitije,  quse  facile  imitatores  inyenit. 
Vbdey'Dc  Spccialibiu  Lcg’bw  lib.i.pag." 053,  * Zech.9.^.  * Deut.13.2.  i 1 Ccr.  6% 
9,10.  Gal.j.^u.  Ephcf.5. 3,4,7.  Rev.11. 17.  m Hebr.  15.4.  1 Pet.  1.9,1a. 

Pornicationes  & adulteria  non  vertunrur  in  cinerem,  fed  confcribuntur  in  judicium 
futurum.  Cbryfofion. Hornby, in  Malth. Fom.  2.  CoU 534. 
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the flejh  tn  the  luft  of  unclean  effe  : And  if  all  this  bee  not 
°Rc-'  u 8 For  enou§k  : they  plunge  wens [oules  deepe  tn  Hell  for  all  eternity. 
nicatio  inijcit " ° ^or  the  abominable,  and  Whcre-mongers , and  all  uncleane 
in  gehennam*  perJons./haH  have  thetr  part  in  the  La^e  which  burneth  with 
Chryfoft.Hom  fire  and  hmnfione  forever  ; which  u the  fecond  death.  P E~ 

1 ^*or«  ven  as  Sodome  and  Gomorra,and  the-Citties  about  them,  tn 

* orn^'  like  manner  giving  themfelves  ever  to  formcatton , and  going 

? jf.?jc  ^ after  fir  angeflefh,  are  fet  forth  for  an  example , faring  the 
*3  Pf.1f.50. 1 8,  vengeance  ofeternall  fire , for  thefe  finnes  of  theirs.  4 O then 
u con fider  this  adyce  incontinent , uncle ane,  adulterous  performs 

* p^ov‘2’-1 ? • who  forget  God;  r who  leave  the  pat  he  s of  uprightneffejo  xvaike 
I fa  %6  V4'  in  the  wayes  of  dark^enejfe ; left  he  Xeare  you  tn  pieces;  left  he 

* qJs  ci^et  1 eternally  condemne  you  to  the  endleffe  flames  of  Hell  for  thefe 
me  Tanais?aut  your  flames  of  luff ; and  there  be  none  to  deliver  you.  Since 
evix  Barbaris  then  it  is  evident  by  all  thefe  premifes  to  the  hearts,  the 
Mxotis  undis  confciences  of  all  men,  that  adultery,  fornication,  un- 
bend mar  cleanefle,  are  fuch  abominable,  capital!,  * deepe-dyed per- 
Non  iefe  toto  nitious  finnesjthofe  Srage-playes  which  in  Ai  gate, or  en- 
magnus  Ocea-  tife  men  to  them,  foment  men  in  them,  mult  needs  bee 
no  pater ,tan-  execrably  finfull ; yea  utterly  unlawful!  unto  Chriftians: 
turn  expiant  fQ  tjiac  my  ^ajor  needs  no  further  proofe. 

Him'ytJ.7llz  ^or  t^le  Minon  that  Stage-piayes  are  the  immediate 
folii.  * occafions,  the  fomentations  of  much  a&uall  adultery, 
“Aftg.  Scene  whoredome,  and unclenefle;  it  is  mod:  apparantly  evi- 
i4p.6z.to7».&  dent:  Firfl,  from  their  fubje<fl  matter:  which  being 

* ^ f°r  the  moll:  part  amorous,  fcurrilous,  or  obfeene,  con- 

sL  hcre^r*  50*  adulteries,  rapes,  incefts,  whoredomes,  lovc- 

accordinely,  * prankes,  follicitations  to  incontinency,  meretricious 
y Verba a3  ope-  ribaldrous  fongs  and  iefts,  (as  I have  u already  proved,) 
raviamprae-  nruft  needs  inflame  mens  lufts,  and  draw  them  on  to 
kcz.Tbeophy  eft.  aftuall  tin  cleanefle  : Since  evill  words,*  which  corrupt  good 

manners,  are  but  a way.  a pajfage  unto  evill  deeds  ; z a fire,  a 


jirui.na.tio  in 
Efbef. 


z Ne  nominentur  quidem,fcortatio,obfcsnitas,aiKimmundines:  novit  enimqui  dc 
his  rebus  Hunt  fermones  fomitem  & exhortationem  fieri  ad  opera*  Vrbanitas3cbfcjc- 
nitas,&  ftultiloquium  fomes  funt  ad  fcortationem.  Oecmenius.  InEpbef.  5.  $ .4.  Ob- 
fcxnus  fermo  & fcurrilitas  vehiculum  fomkaucnum^&c.CbryfeJloMCrHom.i  7. in  Epbtf. 
Sec  Ambrofc , Hierom,  Primafiut , Tfyedorct,  Rbatiigius,  Sedhlm,  Avfilme,  & Hay  me,  it 
tpbtfeap. 5 , accordingly.  \ 

feweli 


Part,  i 


Htftrio-Maflix.  j8$ 

few  ell  to  adulterous  tufts : ye  a, the  very  Chariot  of  whoredoms \ 
of  unc  leant ffo  • as  the  Fathers  ftile  them.  Hence  is  it, 
that  a t/igrippa  reputeth  amorous  Poets,  Ufciviotu  Htftort • * E>e  Vanitate 
an  s,  the  chief  eft  Panders  in  the  world;  yea  the  very  original!  Scienrnrum^c 
Fathers , Tutors,  and  chtefe  Promoters  of  baudery,  and  whore * ^en*1is  Dio 
dome ; becaufe  their  ribaldrous  Toems ; their  true,  their  fa-  nofti#Xj,Cap.8 
talons  Hiftortes  of  the  adulteries,  loves , and  beaftlj  lewdneffes  x^17  ,accor- 
of  Idol-gods,  or  la  ft  fall  men , fo  many  Leflures  to  m - dingly. 

ftrufl  ; fo  many  allurements  to  entice ; fo  many  guides  to  lead, 
fo  many  arguments  to  perfwade  men  to  lechery , and  all  afluall 
uncleanefje  whatfoever.  Hence  1 all  ancient,  all  modems  h Auguft.De 
Expo f tors  on  the  Cemmandements  that  ever!  have  (cene,  p ^ fuasu<* 
have  reduced  Jcurrtlity,  ribaldry ; together  with  all  amorous  ^ Decalogo^ 
lafeivious  Poems,  fyecches,  icfts,Htftories , Bookes>and  Stage*  & £>e  Speciaii- 
playes,  to  the  7.  fommandement^  as  being  the  fire , Jewell,  fo - bus  Legibus. 
mentations,  occafions  of  whoredome  and  adultery • Yea  1 .i.c*lvinyVt*~ 
hence  is  it,  that  God  hiinfelfe  prohibits,  c all  filthy 
communications,  all  corrupt  fteeches;  all  fooltfh  talking  and  yrfmt^y^r'm 
tefling,  which  are  not  convergent,  together  with  the  vtry  na- 
wwg  of  fornication  and  all  uncleanejfe ; as  mbecomming  nyiSolme,Sim!e - 
Saints ; bccattfe  they  draw  men  on  to  thefefhamefull  worses  of  rtUjVod,  Brinfly , 
darkeneffe,  with  which  (fhrtfttan  are  to  have  no  fellowjhtp . If  Elton, Dermbam, 
then  obfeene,  adulterous  Poems,  fables,  Hiftories,  Dit-  U^' 

ties,  ieilrs,  or  fpeeches  havefuch  an  attra&ive,  luch  a an/Vndry  o- 
depraving  power  in  them  to  draw  men  on  toa&uail  th<=rs. 
lewdnefle,  * much  more  muft  Stage-playes , (wherein  the  eEphef.4.**. 
quinttflence,  the  confluence  of' all  obfeenity  is  pithily 
contra&ed,  emphatically  exprefled,  elegantly  adorned,  See  a wbrofey 
rhetorically  pronounced)  be  more  prevalently  power-  cbryfoZomc,7be- 
full  to  draw  men  on  to  thefe  grofle  lecherous  (innes. 

W hence  * Nil  us  an  ancient  gibbet,  advtfeth  all fuck  who 

Beda,  >S?tfelme,0eciWieniiis,8i  Sedulim , together  with  Calvin, Mu(culus,Mel(Jifton,  jra 
Marlorat,znd  all  other  moderne  Commentators, ibidem.iccor dingly  & Aft  5. Scene  2. 
& 3.  ♦ See  the  places  of  Cbryfoflome  quoted  in  the  enfuing  pages,  accordingly,  * Qu* 
autem  in  multitudine  rerfatur,afliduis  vulneribus  afficitur  Mulierum  enim  afpeftus 

Ifagitta  veneno  illita,quae  ferit  animum  & venenum  immittet  &quo  diutius  manet,eo 
magis  vuInuscomputrefcit.Qui  vitarecupit  ejufmodivulnera,is  a publicis  Speftacu- 
lis  abftinebit,  neque  in  celebmatibus  verfabitur,  Satius  eft  enim,  ut  dorm  maness, 

D d d would 
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P11'  would  avsyd  the  wounds  of  tuft,  to  abjlaine  from  publskg  Stuge- 
ticJs  «ncrari  f^e,>  an‘*t,>  &Pl  tbcmjdvci  from  thtm , Left  they  fhoutd  fall 
ui  ruaruis  mi-  * tKt0  their  ettemtes  hand^andbe  drawne  on  to  aUtutll  lew  One  fit. 
micorum  in-  Secondly , my  Minors  truth  is  molt  evident,  from  the 
C1^rc‘  9 KiU  very  manner  of  afting  Stage- playes,  and  thofe  whore- 
nr  itlS.  0rat  l'  ^°tnes,  thofe  adulteries  perfonated  in  them.  Hce  who 
Vati^rlm^  ^ia^^uc  ferioufly  confider  thofe  amorous  finiles,  and 
pdrs  z.  p,969.G.  wanton  geftures; d thofe  lafeivious  compfements,thofc  i 
d See  here  Aft  Icvvde  adulterous  Kiflesand  enbracements  ; thofe  lull-  ! 
*. Scene  a.j,  full  dalliances;  thofe  impudent,  immodeft,  panderly 

« Ari,i!rpr«'nr«  paflages ; thofe  effeminate,  whorifh,luft* inflaming  fob.  \ 
diicitur  du  vi-  Imitations ; thole  Jeyerall  concurrences,  combinations, 
cieuur .Cypriot  confpirations,  of  artihciall,  ftudied,  and  more  then  Bro-  ! 
Z/ift  lib.z.Epift,  thel-houfe  obicenities : c thofe  real)  lively  rtprefentattont 
x.Deototo.  Hi-  oft;0g  afts  0f  V£Hery9  which  attend  and  let  out  Stage-  ; 

aduheria  °dum  P!a>,e$ ; muft  needs  acknowledge;  that  they  are  the 
finguntj&fi-  very  f Schools  of  bavderj;  the  Tutors^  the  occafiont  of 
mulati*  crudi- 1«//  whoredomes,  incefls,  adulteries,&c.  whence  they 
unc  ad  vcra.Fa-  * were  fit  the  fir  ft  eonfecrated  to  Vcntu  (the  Goddeffe 
eiunt  per  ima-  Gf  whoredoine  and  adultery)  the  very  Roman  Theater 

fuat^uHijn'r  i>c‘”£  filled>  The  Temple  <sf  Venvs,  as  Teuulium 
fine  pudorequas  wnrcs  : h in  which  whoredoms  and  adultery  were  freely  prafli. 
vera  lunt  Laflantiu4,De  Vcro  Cultu.e.ioDiv  inJlit.Efit.c.G'Vtinl  Tola  rifu,  ac  non  ctia  i 
irnitatioftedigna  \idcvcntur.  /lugu^.De  Clv.VcU.z.c.y. 1 See  hcre.,p,67.68.  g Thearru 
propric  facrariu  Veneris  eft.Itaq;  Pompeius  magnus  folo  Theatro  minor,  cu  ilium 
arce  omniu  turpitudinfi  extruxifler,  veritus  quadoq;  memoria?  fuse  cenfcriam  anim- 
advcrfionem,Veneris  asdem  fuperpofuit,&  ad  dcdicationemedi&opopulu  vocans,no 
Theatru,fed  veneris  templununctipavit;  cui  fubijciemus,inquit,gradus  fpeftaculoru, 
Xtadamnatu  &dananandu  opustempli  ticuio  prjetexuit,  & difuplina  fuperftirione 
delnfit,f<ad  Vencri  & Libero  convenit.Itaq;  Theatru  Veneris  demuseft.  TertuL  Dt 
Sptflvj  io,  ft  Delubru  turpi  & flagiriofo  Veneris  Daemoni  dedicatum,crat  tanquam 
fchola  nequitiae  ijs  qui  erantlibidinidediti,  quiq;  nimia  hcentia  corpus  labefaftave- 
ran:  fuum,corruperantq;.  Nam  quidam  moiles  & effaeminati  viri,  non  viri  revera, 
pudore  prorfusexnto  mftarmulieru  turpiflima  contagione  fe  iufi  inficientes.  Das- 
monemplacabant.Scclerati  prseterea  & nefari  j mulieruccngremis,clandefhna:  fa k 
loru  connubiorucorruptelas,infanda  & turpia  facinora  in  eo  delubro,utpote  in  loco 
impuro  & fajdo,  admifla  erarxt.  Nec  quifquamfait,  qui  in  hasc  fcelera  animadver- 
aeret,  propterea  quod  ex  viris  gravibus  & honeftis  nemo  iiluc  audebat  accedere# 
Eufcbiuty  DeVito  Cenftantmi  lib.  l.  cap.  See  haodoti.  Clio.  fed.  5 6 . S trabf. OcogrMb. 8 . 
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fed  Without  control,  'The  6.CohhccH  of  Conftantinople^an.  i Corporis  fcn« 
loo  .the  Synods  of  A ugufta,  Anno  i 548*  cap. 2%.  together  fusfua  facile  m 
with  Clement  A lexandrintu.  Oratio  Adhort.  ad  Gentes.fol.  animam  e£Tun. 
8 9.  Gregory  Nyffcn,  in  his  Vita  MojeosEnarratio.p.  503.  *llat*  Pl?uns 
Theodor  et, Centra  Graces  Inf  deles.  ltb.3.  De  Angel  is  De£  Ios^rxfbin-^ 
DifS,ac  Damonibus  malis.  Tom.2>  pag.362.363.  Mapbetes  guru,&mentc 
Vegius,  TOt  Liberorum  Education,  lib.  r . cap.  1 5 _ with  fun-  corrumpunt,8c 
dry  modernc  Divines  in  their  Expofitions  on  they. Com-  turpiamvo- 
mandemeut ; condemn  all  amor 0 tit  wanton  figures,  of  Cour- 
tefans,  and  others  t (which  now  ate  too  to  common)  as  nup0  moc>o  ? 
incendiaries  to  mens  unruly  lufh,  which  draw  them  on  to  attu-  deinceps  im- 
all lewdnejje.  Certainely,  if  thefe  livelelfe  pidures  k are  primijubenfus, 
fo  apt  to  ingemrate  unchaff  e affections,  or  to  pricke  men  on  to  ^c- f oacil.  Con- 
wheredome  and  adultery : much  more  will  thefe  amorou * iTo*°sur}u*n' 
adions,  complements, kifles,and  embtacements ; thefe  Tom‘.i.p.io^, 
lively  pidures,  thefe  reall  reprefentations  of  adultery  kSce  Suctonij 
and  undeanefle  in  our  Stagc-pIayes,doe  it.  1 1 is  ftoried  T iberius.&a. 
of1  Tiberius ,( a monfter  of  more  then  beaftly  obfeenity,)  4** 
that  as  he  adorned  bis  houfes  with  lafcivious  pictures ,the  better  1 Suetonij  T i- 
10 excite  his  luffs ; fa  pradice  much  in  life  with  many  bcrms.fed.45, 
incontinent  perfons  now  of  late  5 ) fo  he  * caufed  others  *Or^lo  fCe- 
to  defile  one  another  before  his  face  5 ut  adfpedu  deficientes  lus  credibile  in 
libidines  excitaret ; that  by  this  lewde  beaffly  fight  he  might  a2/o,quod^spc- 
fiirre  up  his  owne  decayed  luffs.  The  like  1 finde  recorded  &erit*s  neget. 
of ra  Tamerlan  the  great  Scythian  Worrier.  It  is  regiftred  Tbytes. 
likewife  of  that  man- manlier,  n Heliogabalus ; that  he  mAitnc  Temi- 
commanded  Stage-players  to  commit  thofe  adulteries  upon  the  rem  Iibidine 
Stage  in  truth,  which  they  formerly  perforated  but  in Jhew • reliquos  mor. 
to  quicken  up  his  lulls  to  whoredome.  If  then  the  ve-  t:iIcs  l°“p  fu- 
ry beholding  of  lewde  adulterous  ads,  were  theonely  aok^emeT^m 
incentives  thefe  prodigious  Whore-mafters  ufed  to  confpedufiio11 
enrage  their  wearied,  fpent,  allayed  lulls;  and  to  enable  muhercs  con- 

ftuprare  jubc- 

b3t,Gc  provocans  raturam,  ut  Sc  ipfa  deinde  coire  poffet  Laeniei  CbalcecmdyU.  TH 
Rebus  Turcicii  libjfoLZa  B'  * Mimicis  adulteris  eaquajfolent  finWato  fieri,  effici 
ad  verum  juflfit.  Jety  Umpridy  Hebegabalusjeg. 20  a.  Nefas  quod  non  ulla  tellus  bar- 
ker3 commiiit  unqpiam>n©n  vagfcs  campis  (jeta,«cc  inhofpitalis  Taurus  aut  fparfus 
Scythes.  Seneca  Hifpoljtm.  Aft.  1 .fol.7  o. 
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them  to  the  aduall  committing  of  thefe  beadly  finnes ; 
we  cannot  but  from  hence  conclude;  that  theperfona- 
tircg  of  inctds,  rape?,  adulteries,  whoredomes,  and  the 
like  upon  the  Stage,  fet  out  with  all  the  art  that  either 
o Obkftanmr  bawdeiy,or  lechery  have  as  yet  atchieved  much 

Pmulachris  u-  more  inftigate  if  net  precipitate  men  to  the  felfe-fame  wicked- 
bidinum,  ut  m nefles,  to  which  their  owne  depraved  natures  are  too 
ipfis  clepofita  prCne. 

dadorejffiant"  Thirdly,my  Minors  truth  is  fully  evidently  the  qua- 
ad  crimina.  Cy-  ^eso^  r^e  tenners,  the  Adors,  the  Spectators  of  thefe 
prian3Ve spefta-  Stage-piayes  ; who  have  for  the  mod  part,  beene  no- 
culuM.  torioufly  unchade  in  all  ages  ; Such  were  the  Play- 
p See  De  Art„  poets,  fuch  the  Adors,  the  Stage-haunters,  in  P Ovids, 
Amandi.  libfi.  q Athentntf  Tiberiw , Qemem  Alexandrims,  TertnUiaHs , 

4 Dipnofoph.  Cyprians,  LaUantiHt,  Bafils,  NazAenz*ens,  Hteromt,  Augu- 
hi?  c*f>z7.  fines,  Cbryfofiomss , Salvians , Ifiodores , Damaficens,  Ber - 
Taciti1- An-  nards,  A quin  as,  Fabrtcius,  Petrarkjs,  Poly  dor  VtrgiU,  A- 
iriPtae5>  Gxaltbers  dayes,  and  other  times,  as  their 
Romans  Hi-  fore-quoted  tedimonies,  with  fundry  others  in  the 
dons,  lib.  57.  9 precedent  Atts  abundautly  tedifie.  Such  were  they  not 
Suetonij  Tibc-  long  fince  among  us,  as  Mader  r 7\ Jorthbrooke,  ( (jojfo*,  1 
b Sp  ex  1 BE*  Babington, u UWafler  Stubs, with K others  of  our  owne 

l"  c,  9.  See  a ft  domedique  moderne  Authors  write  ; and  fuch  are  they 
f Scene  1.  2.  dill.  What  our  common  Play-poets  and  Adors  chadi- 
accordmgly.  ty  and  demeanor  is;  what  moded  * mortified  perfons  l 
q Scc  Ad  4.  they  arc,  is  fo  well  knowne  to  all  who  are  acquainted 
h£t6  Scene^  with  ^Klr  Per^ons  or  ^aycs>  that  I need  not  defile  my 
thorownut^c-  paper  to  proclaimed.  What  the  mod  of  our  afliduou  s 
cordingly.  Play-haunters  are;  how  chade  their  lives,  their carria- 
r Treatife  a-  ges  are>  T their  owne  confidences  can  befl  informe  themfielves ; 
gamft  vame  experience  and  z publike  fame  be(l  tefitfie  unto  others  : 
^ n~  Sure  I am,  there  is  little  chadity  or  modedy  in  their 

f Schoole  of  Abufes  5 and  Playes  Confuted.  * ExpoGtion  on  the  7.Commande- 
ment.  tt  Anatomy  of.  Abufes.  pag.  10 1.  to  107.  * See  their  places  quoted  in  the 
precedent  Scene.  * Credis  aliquis  eft  ex  me  pius  ? Seneca  Tbcbati.  Aft  1 . fol.  f 4. 
j Qualem  quifq;  confcientiam  tulerit,  talem  & judicem  habebit.  Iftedor.Hifp.  Scnten - 
lwum,iib*^,cap^ o4  * Fams  rerum  dandum  eftjubi  cercamderogac  vetuftas  fidem. 
Livy  Htftori*,  lib,  7 • * 5 B- 
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cloathes  and  geflures,  a leffe  in  their Jpeeches^  lead  in  their  a Oratio  vul- 
lives,  ifpublike  fame  or  common  experience  prove  but  animi  eft . 
true.  It  is  too  well  knowne  to  divers  Stage-cudomers; 

* that  the  mod  notorious  Panders,  Bawdes,  and  Strum-  jIS  Y^seneca 
pets,  (the  * bane  0}  many  a Yongfters  body  , foule,  II4  x T “ 
edate,  credit:)  the  mod  branded  Adulterefles,  Adulte-  * See  the  third 
rers,  Whore-maders,  Brothcl-houfe-haunters,  and  the  BhftofRe 
like,  are  the  chiefed  Admirers,  Patrons,.  Spectators,  ^ 
Supporters  of;  the  mofi  beneficiall  Cudomers  and  ?G%^  kis 
Contributors  to  our  Stage* pfayes.  It  is  doried  of  Schoole  of  A- 
b Hehogabaltu , that  when  he  ere  fled  a phbltke  Stewes , he  fent  bufesrand  here 
to  the  CtrcjuTi  and  T heaters  (the  common  * Marts  or  Re-  Aft  4,  Scene  ». 
ceptacles  in  thofe  dayes  for  whores)  to  (lockeand  ftirnijh  accordingly.^ 
v.  Certainely,  if  fuch  a common  Brothell  or  Nunnery  COmmumsidoS 
of  adulterous  lecherous  perfons  were  now  to  bee  ere-  lefcentuium 
died,  (which  God  forbid: ) the  bed  Storehoufe  to  fur-  Terentiy  Melpbi. 
nidi  it,  were  our  Play-houfes,  where  fuch  * lewde  crea - Acii.scene  1.0. 
tares  harbour,  and  have  mod  refort,  as  lujlinianyChrjfa-  !*• . 

fteme^StatitufPlaHtHs^  Baiengena  witneflY.  Since  there-  nones 'tanqi'V 
fore  Play- poets,  A&or*,  Stage-haunters,  are  c thus  gene-  leones  vitavk, 
rally  adulterous  and  mchafle ; yea  commonly  more  excejjlve  tn  Cicero  adHtren - 
thefe Jinnesthsn  others:  Since  Adulterers, Whore-mailers,  fib-  4* 

Whores,  &c.  are  the  greated  Patriots,  applauders*  fre-  b AI^Ljmrr1- 
<]uenters,  upholders  of  thefe  lafeivious  Stage-playes ; di,Helio?aW 
needs  mud  they  pamper  and  promote  their  filthy  finnes  lus.  p. rol.  See 
and  lulls ; if  not a ingender  adultery , and  lewdnefle  in  their  Eutropius,& 
hearts:  fincefuch  creatures  live  not, delight  not,  but  Zon^af5  mT 
in  elements^in  pleafures  like  themfelves ; c nor  yet  ftread 

Originu.hi  8.c44i.Sec  1.  &k  c See  A<Tt  4.Scene  i.t.  accordingly.  * See  Iuftmia- 
ni  Novella  98.8c  105  ,6c  Codsx-  Theodofij  lib.i  f.cap.7.  Hue  intrant  faciles  emi 
puelix,Sfcw/«j  Syharum,l.i,&BHlGtgerui  DeTbeatro  fi.c. $0.^196.197.  Tranfofta  fa- 
bula,argentu  fi  quis  dederi:,ut  ego  fufpicor,  ultro  ibit  nuptu,  non  manebit  aufpices. 
P lautuiCajfma  Prologue,  pag.  168.  Scomimexoletum  ne  quis  tnprofceniofedeat.&c. 
TUnti  Panuliis  'Prolog  p.  5 01 . Theatra  congregant  & merctncu  choros  iftic  inducen- 
tes  & puerospathicos ,Scc.Cbry[oJl  Horn.  12. in  1 Cor.Tont^.Col.;s6.  * Scilicet  cx  illo  fo- 
lemnia  more  Thearra.Nunc  quoq;  formofis  infidiofa  manent.  Ovidy  De  Arte  Amend!. 
/.».f\i6i.i6i.*Sed  tu  prxeipue  curvis  venaVe  theatrisjHacc  loca  fiu  votis  faciliora  cuis* 
lllic  invenies  quodames  q’Jod  iuderepofUs^Qnodqjfemel  tangaSjquodqj  tenere  ve- 
lis.  Ovid,  llddrvj, 
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their  frets,  their  baitet,  but  in  fnch  filthy  troubled  fire  owes , 
^Admdtas  where  they  are  { alveayes  fare  for  to  catch  their  prey,  which 
prxVamr  u/68  they  feldomemiffe  at  Stage- playes ; where  S mauyadul- 
unam:  Etlovis  terom  matches,  many  Panderly  whorifh  Erothcl-houfc  bar - 

in  oiultas  devo-  gone  s are  concluded  i the  commou  rode  from  the  Play- 
hr  .ales aves.Sc  houfe,  being  either  with  an  aduiterefle  to  a Taverne ; or 
PC>~  vv  lt^  a Whore  to  a Bawdy-houfe;  where  many  young 
for  m oh  v Men  - Gallants,  to  Gods  difhonour,  and  their  Parents  griefe ; 
diirQucm  rra-  doe  even  fpend  their  Patrimonies,  waft  their  bodies, 
hate  mulns  damne  their  foules,  h being  farre  more  pretious  then  the 
for  fit  an  unus  world  tt  felfe.  It  * was  the  uje  of  ancient  times  among  the 
friz.  O mu  bus  (yretJ^s  Rom  an  softer  their  ^Playes  were  ended,  for  whores 

ne  u ftudiofa  to profltie4te  themfelves  to  the  luffs  of  others , either  on,  or  un - 
phccndi.Et  cu-  der  th;  Theaters  where  their  Playes  were  atted;  the  fame  place 
ram  tota  men-  being  both  a PUy-hcufe,  and  a Stcwei : k whence  both  the  Bro- 
te  dec°iis  agat.  thel-houfe  and  th?  word  Fornication ^derive  their  etimology  and 
vJcT’  f^Tr  cr*£*ftdllfrom  th*  Play  houftjwhere  whores  1 were  harboured 
tibi  pendeatha-  and  framed  tsp  at  firfi , till  they  were  confined  to  the  Stewei* 
m us. Quo  mi.  How  farre  this  ufage  yet  continues  I cannot  pofitively 
nime  credis  determine  ; yet  this  I have  heard  by  good  intelligence ; 

C^at:  our  common  Strumpets  and  Adulterefles  after  our 
^ JLmdi  Staoc-PJayes  ended,  m are  oft-times  proflttuted  neere  our 
/.$. p.203.  P lay- houfe  s,\f not  iw  them  : that  our  Theaters  if  they  are 

s See  m.  Cojfon  not  Bawdy-houfes.  (as  they  may  eafily  be,  fince  many 
Playes  Conru-  players,  n if  reports  be  true,  are  common  Panders , ) yet  they 
ted, Action  3 . J 

and  the  3.  Blaft  of  Rctrait  from  Playes,  accordingly.  h Math,  16.  %6.  i Idem  vero 
Theatrum,  idem  & proflibutum,eo  quod  poft  ludos  exaftos  tneretrices  ibi  profter- 
nantur.  Ifiodor  Hifp.  Origbium.l.iS .c.41  .H.Rabanu*  Mavrus,T)e ymvnfol.zo.c*>6.  Tin- 
ccntius  Speculum  Do  ft  rinale,l.n  c.g^Tertulhan  Dc  Spcftac.c.io,  Cbryfofl.Hom.7 . injMatth, 
Yom.z  Coljp.B  f&  Hom$.rDeT*nit.Tom.$.Col.7\o  7 i1  ••Alexander Fabritius  Dtftrvcl, 
Vitioru  pars  4/. z i.s4n[tlmus&  Haymo.Etw  jn Ephefs .v. 5 Bul&gerus  Dc Tbcatre.Lu . 5 o 
p'Z96.X97.CodexThcodoijji,Ui  l.Trt.f.j . * Ifiodor.Hifp.Onginu  1 i8.c.4i.Bulengerus 
De  Theatro.l.i.c,5o.p.29^.i97.Primafius  mRom.cao.f.f  3.  Remigius  Explanatio 
in  Gal.  j.i9.Haymo  & Anfelme,in  Ephef.c.f.v.  > .accordingly.  * Ifiodor.  Hifp.  Orig. 
hi8.c.4i.Iuftiniani,Novella  98,8c  iof4ALlij  Lampridij  Hehopabalus^.ioi^Bnlcn- 
gerus,DeTheatrod,c,i«T0«?^9^t97>^98«Codex  TheodofijXtT«Tit.5#7.m  See  the 
3 , Blaft  of  Retrait  from  Stage-play  es, 8c  B ft.Babingiom  Expofition  on  the  7,  Com- 
mandemcnt,accordingly,  n M,Goffl«,in  his  Schooleof  Abufes, 8c  Playes  Confuted: 
and  the  3 ,Blaft  of  Retrait  from  PiayeSjWrite  thus,  S»c  Aft  4,  Scene  1 , 
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are  Cofin-germanes,  at  * Uaflwife  neighbours  to  them:  * Ejufmodi  ita- 
Witneflethe  Cocksptt,  and  Drury-Une:  ^Blacky-friers  Play-  Sue  phonos 
bo  tife,  and  Dseke- hum  files  •,  the  Red-brlL  and  Turnbull-  nonia^quiq;" 
fireet : the  Gjbfo,  and  Bank:  fide  Brothel-houfes,  with  O-  tueanuirartem 
thers  of  this  nature:Such  is  the  vertue  of  ourPlaye$,our  mercm'dam* 
Play-houfes,  not  ° oncly  to  tnfiruPl,a*id  make,  but  Ukewife  to  cui  in  h“c  u^j3 
draw  Panders ,Bawdes,  Whores,  and  whore- mafiers  to  them, 
fupplyingthem  both  with  P cuflome  and  revenue,  as  la-  ana  repUblica 
rentable  experience  too  evidently  informes  us. There-  locus  eft,  & ia 
fore  we  nee  d not  doubt  my  Minors  truth.  Cimatibus 

Fourthly,  ifthere  be  any  yet  uncredulcus  of  this  ve-  puklicajrh-a- 
rity,  that  memorable  ad  of*  P.  Semprotirus  Sophru,a  wor-  ^ cs’  & 1 tipc^  cHa 
thy  Reman ; who gave  bis  wife  a Bill  of  Divorce,  for  no  other  COnceflafunt, 
caufe  at  all \ but  that  fhe  frequented  Stage-playes  without  his  &c.  ^grippa/Ve 
privity,  the  very  fight  of  which  might  make  her  an  adult ereffe  V anitate  Scicnu 
andcaufe  her  to  defile  his  bed : which  Divorce  of  his  the  whole 
Roman  Senate  did  approve,  (though  it  were  the  very  fir  ft  that  Dc  Spcitac  c* 
hapned  in  the  Roman  State •)  as  being  a me  ants  to  keepe  women  2o  JScdor  H-fb 
chafiee  Together  with  the  Couflitutien  of  Iuftinian,g roun-  Originu.  1.x  8”. 
ded  upon  this  precedent  example:  * That  a man  may  c,4^ampndij- 
lawfully  put  away  his  wife  if  fhe  refort  to  Cirques,  to  Play-  hou-  ^us# 

fis,  or  St  age-play  es  without  his  privity  and  confent  fiecaufe  floe  onpp^De  Va- 
cannot  be  template  or  chafle  at  home,  who  defires  to  be  txcoa-  nitate  Seienu- 
tinent,unchafiei  and  to  takcplcafure  in  Tlay-houfes  abroad:  nrum«cap.6$. 
wil  put  this  out  ofqueftion.  For  if  it  be  lawful  for  a man  ^.^1;  accor~ 
to  put  away  his  wife  for  reforting  unto  Stage-playes;  p Caftos  feq^i- 
bccaufe  it  is  a ready  way  to  make  her  an  adulrereffe,  if  tur  pnu_ 
not  a probable  Argument  that  fhe  is  fuch  a one  already,  perms  5 virions 
fince  fhe  dares  refort  to  fuch  levvde  fufpitious  places  : pomns  regnat 
(which  l would  thofe  who  havePiay-haunting  Wives 
or  Daughters  would  confider  :)  then  Srage-playes  are  S7I 

* Pub.Scmpronius  Sophus,conjugetn  repud  j nota  affecit,  rJhil  aliud  quam  quod  fe 
ignorante  ludos  aufrm  fpe&are.  Ergo  dum  fic  olim  fa?minis  occarrkur,  mens  earr.m 
a deliftis  aberar.  Valerius  MaximuiM^-tap.  7, .[.  5b. 1 i4  pag.  1 $ 7.  A 'exander  *b  Alexandra* 
Cm  Durum  lib , 3 tapj  .C*bucT{h<)dig.  Antiqn  Left  hb.i% . cap  a 6.  * Vir  dimittere  uxr 
orem  poteft  (i  pvaster  voluntatem  farm  Circenfes  & Theatricas  voluptates  captar, 
ubi  feeniese  voluptates  funt,  aut  ubi  ferse  cu  hominibus  pu'gmnzJuftwaniNovill&ii, 
& Ttyvelia  1 1 7 .Bidengertu  Do  T heUroMa..  cap*  $ o .pag  .1^7. 
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doubtldTe  an  apparant  caufe  of  adual  adultery ,and  fuch 
like  filthy  finnes.  But  if  any  man  bee  yet  unfatisfied 
with  thefe  evidences,  let  him  refled:  on  all  the  feverall 
Fathers,  Councels,  Authors  in  the  former  Scene,  and 
withall  caft  his  eyes  upon  feme  pa  gnat  witnefles  which 
I fhall  here  produce ; and  then  he  cannot  but  fubferibe 
* 1 hc.itra  funt  unto  jr  even  with  full  content.  To  pafle  by  S.  Cyprians 

converiis^vcre-  teftimouy,who  informes  us ; + that  many  Virgins  by  fie  - 
cundia  illic  tjuenriug  Plaj-houfesy  did  blafi  the  flower  of  their  virginity , 
omais  exuitur,  make  jhipwracke  of  their  chafiity , and  degenerate  into  common 
li rnul  cum  ami-  Strumpets,  being  Widdowes  before  they  were  Wives,  and  Mo- 
ft  u vc  ft  is  ho-  thers  before  they  had  Hufbands;  whofe  mtferable  fals  the 
rudor  r^onitur^  Church  did  much  lament.  An  experimental!  evidence  of 
denotaadaac  * this  n>oft  knowne  truth.  My  firft  witnefle  to  teftifie 
contredanda  thefe  adulterous  lewdeeffeds  ofStage-playes,  is  Saint 
viiginiras  reve-  Chryf&ftome , who  is  exceeding  copious  in  this  Theame : 
HcdeVu^re^0  words  and  elegant  paflages  againfl:  Playes,  (which 
quemcr  vird-  being  difmembred  intofradions  willlole  much  of  their 
nes fuas plan-  elegance,  vigor,  and  perfwafive  power,)  I fhall  here 
git,  ficadinfa-  faithfully  tranferibe  at  large,  as  being  very  pertinent  to 
earum  & this  particular  Scene  & purpofe.though  moft  pregnant 
deft  and  as  fa-  agajnfl.  Stage-playes  in  the  grofle,  to  which  wee  will 
cetfficflosvir-  here  apply  them  fikewife-  In  his  * 3.  Homily  of  David 
ginum  ex  tin-  and  Saul  \ the  Title  of  which  runs  thus.  r That  it  is  dan- 
guitur,  honor  gerotu  to goe  to  Stage-playes,  and  that  it  maker  men  cempleat 
continent!*  ac  adulterers  ,&c.  he  writes  thus  ofStage-playes.  I vtrtly  be- 

^loria  oranisac  ^ievet^at  of  t ho  fe  who  left  wyefterday,  and  departed  to 

dignitas  prof  a-  the  Spectacles  of  iniquity  y are  this  day  prefer,*.  f could  wtjh  / 
nanir:flc  fe  ex-  might  apparently  know  who  they  are , that  fo  l might  * cxcom- 

pugnatuf  ini-  municate them  the  Church',  not  that  they  fhould  alwates  con • 

rnicus  per  artes 

fuas  xnferir,  fic  infidijs  per  occulta  fallentibus  Diabolus  obrepit : fic  dum  ornari 
culcius,dum  libentius  evagari  virgines  volitnt,virgines  effe  ddmunt,furtivo  dedecore 
eorrupta?3vidu3e  antequam  nupt*,non  mariti  fed  Chrifh  adulter*.  Cyprian, De  Bibit* 
yhgiJUmiib.pAg.z+i.  q Tom.i.Operum  Parifijs.1588,  C0I.510. 511,51 1.  * Pen- 
culofum  effe  adire  fpedacul3,qitodqieares  adulceros  perfedos  facit,&  hincfocordi a, 
beliumque  nafcatur,&c.  * Play-haunters,  and  Stage-players  were  alwayes  excom- 
municated, and  kept  from  the  Church,the  Word,  and  Sacraments  in  the  Primitive 
Church,'  Well  were  it  for  us  if  this  ancient  Difcipiinc  were  revived  now. 
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tissue  without,  but  that  being  chafhfed,  they  wight  returne  a- 
game , For  as  Much  as  Fathers  alfo  oft-times  tame  their  offen- 
ding  children  out  of door es,  and  remove  them  from  their  table. 3 
not  that  they  might  be  alwayes  exiled  thencey  but  that  being 
meliorated  by  this  cbaflijeme*st,they  way  returne  againe  into 
their  Fathers  hcufe  with  due  prayfe.  The  fame  truely  doe  Pa- 
flors  Itkewife  whiles  they  feperatetbe  [cabbed  fheepe  from  the 
whole , that  being  eafed  of  their  wretched  difeafe,  they  way  a- 
gatne  returne  fafely  to  the  whole,  rather  then  the  [eke  fhould 
fill  the  whole  fiseke  with  that  their  difeafe.  For  thefe  reafons 
we  did  defire  to  knowthofe  men : but  albeit  we  are  not  able  to 
difene  them  with  our  eyes , yet  the  Word,  the  Sonne  cf  Cjod  will 
know  them  thorowly^ana  their  consciences  being  checked,  he  will 
eafily  perfws.de  them  to  returne  willingly  cf  their  cwne  accord \ 
teaching  them  that  he  oncly  u within  the  Church , who  brings  a ■ , 

minds  worthy  this  exercifetas  on  the  contrary  ,he  who  living  cor - teus^nj  w;(*k. 
ruptly  is  a partaker  of  this  congregation , although  he  [and  here  - C£j  men  are  m 
wperfon,isyet  caft  out , { and  is  more  truely  excluded , then  truth  excom- 
thofe  who  are  fofhut  out,  that  it  is  not  lavrfull  for  them  to  be  municated  per- 
par  takers  of  the*  holy  Table.  For  they  being  expelled  accor - ^ 

ding  to  Gods  Lawes,  and  continuing  without,  are  yet  of  good  Ranches  of 
hope , if  fo  be  they  will  amend  their  faults.  They  are  cafl  out  by  the  Church, 
the  (fhu)  chyhat  they  may  returne  againe  with  a pure  con'cience . though  they 
T>ui  thoje  who  defile  themfelves , and  beingadmontjhed  not  to  Uye.  within  the 
enter  in  before  they  [sail  have  purged  away  the  Jpot  contracted  ^*urc^* 
by  their  finnes,  are  afterwards  afhamed  to  repent, and  fo  mal^e  s lt  pnjeJ 
the  wound  of  their  mmde,  both  [harper  and  greater.  For  it  is  not  in$  (bryfvfiomcs 
fo  hatnoiu  a ththf*  to  offend,  as  after  an  offence  to  be  ajhamed  of  time : not  the 
the  remedy,  and  not  to  obey  the  tJ\{inif;ers  who  eniojxe  fuch  Altar. 
things , But  what  fo  great  wickedneffe  is  there  here  committed , ' 
fay  they , that  men  fhould  be  driven  from  thefe  holy  limits  ? Tea  Sacrament,  a' 
what 1 offence  canfi  thou  finde  greater  then  this  ? when  as  they  grear,  a chnge- 
have  manifeftly  d; filed  themfelves  with  adultery , impudently,  rous  iinne. 
after  the  manner  of  mad  Dogs,  they  Yufh  tn  to  this  holy  Table,  n Adultery  oc~ 
If  fo  be  you  defire  to  know  the  hynde  of  the  u adult  ery,  l wiH  not 
rehear  ferny  ewne  words  to  you,  but  his  who  is  to  iudge  cf  phy^f 
the  whole  life  of  man : that  mail  faith  he,  *who  {Ml  * Mat.'*  28* 
Eee  looke 
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rou0d  fi  mu.  lookeupona  woman  to  luft  after  her,  hath  committed 
her  i'ponte  ac  adultery  in  his  heart,  y //  then  a woman  met  cafually  m 
*oni  m foro  */><?  flreet,  being  but  Care  left}  at  tyred,  hath  oft-times  taken  him 
oovja,&ncglc.  who  hath  more  curiouflj  beheld  her  with  the  very  afbeu  of  her 
pcmimeroincii  COiinten4riCe : wtt^  what  face  can  thofe , tW„0  fimyly,  nor  ca - 

(mem  curioil-  ^ PurP°fefyi  ( 7 ea  with  fo great  affeShon  and  defire , that 

us  caepit  ipfo  they  Itkewtfe  for  fake  the  Church,  and  runnc  to  the  Play-houje 
vulrus  afpeftu : for  this  very  end,  and  fit  there  an  whole  day  together  idle , ha- 


non  Vtng  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  faces  of  thofe  noble  women,)  fay , 

que  forruu 6 that  they  have  not  looked  upon  them  to  lufl  after  them  l where 


fimpiiciter  nc- 


fedlhidio  & effeminate  and  lafctvtous  words  are  Ukewifc  added;  where 
wnroftudio,  ut  there  are  whorifh  fongs ; where  there  are  voyces  vehemently 
^clefiam  quo-  exciting  unto  pleafisre , where  are  painted  eyes , where  are  coleet- 
c°nfem~  red  checks* ; where  the  attire  of  the  whole  body  is  fall  of  de- 

-ratl3  pemint  ce ******  *tcs  an“  pAintt*g  , befides  many  other  garnijhed  entice - 
• Uuc3  ac  cotum  ms9its  to  deceive  and  inejeate  the  beholders : where  is  the  idlsneffe 
*ki  defidentes  of  the  Spectators,' very  great  confnfion , with  the  exhortation  to 
oiem,  in  facies  lafavioujveffe,  arifing  from  thence,  both  from  thofe  who  were 
-aeminaru  ilia-  pnfeKt  at  tfoe  pUyes  as  alfofrom  thofe  who  afterward  re  late  to 
denies  habent  ot*°ers  w”Ot  things  they  have  feene  m Stage-playcs . To  thefe 
oculos  y qua  are  added  the  allurements  of  Flutes  and  Tipes,  and  fuch  like 

fronte  poterint  muficke  inticing  to  deceit , effemtnating  the  fortitude  of  the 
d < :ere,  quod  minde, preparing  the  mindes  of  thofe  that  ft  there  with  delight 
t is  non  vide-  por  tfog  traps  0r  jyAriots  *nd  caufing  them  to  be  more  eafili  en- 
pifcendum?  ubi  Snarea*  For  if  here  were  there  are  Pfa/mes,  where  there  is 
verba  quoque  preaching  of  Gods  iVord,  where  there  is  the  feare  of  God , and 
^cccdunt  fra&a  much  reverence , concupifcrncc  doth  oft-times  creepe  in  privily 
lafcrvaqj,  ubi  7 

eantiones  meritriciar.ubi  voces  vehementer  ad  voluptatem  excicantesjubi  ftibio  pidi 
oculj5ubi  coloribus  tinftx  genae^ubi  totius  corporis  habicus  fucorum  impoftura pie- 
nus  eli,aliaq$  infuper  multa  ienocinia  ad  fallendos  inefcandofqj  homines  intuentes 
iuftruda,&c.J&dew.  1 Htenim  h hie  ubi  Pfalmi,  ubi  divinorum  verborum  enarra- 
tio5ubi  Dei  mcrus3sault3quc  reverencia,  frequenter  feu  Utro  quifpiam  verfutus  clam 
obrepitcoacupifcentia  j quomodo  qui  defident  in  Theatro>qui  nihil  fam  ncque  au- 
dmnt  neque  videntaqui  undique  obhdioncm  patiuntur  per  aures3  per  oculos^  poflint 
illam  fuperare  concupifcemiam  ? Rurfumfinon  poflunt,  quomodo  poterunt.un- 
quamab  aduherij  cnmiTne  abfolvi  ? Tuna  qui  aonliberi  funt  ab  aduherij  crimine, 
quomodo  poterunt  abfque  pasnitentia  ad  hxc  fecra  veftibula  accederc,  hujufque  prx» 
elariconvemus  efle  parucipcs^&c,  Ibidem . 
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l$ke  a crafty  theefe',  * how  can  thofc  who  fit  idle  in  the  Tlay-  *Note  this 
heufe;  who  neither  feey  nor  heare  Any  goodneffe,  whofe  cores 
ana  eyes  are  be fet  on  every  fide,  overcome  ihts  con c apt fe exec  ? 

Agatne,  if  they  cannot  overcome  it,  how  con  they  ever  he  abfo!~ 
ved ft  om  the  crime  of  adultery?  Then  how  can  thofc  who  are 
not  yet  free  from  the  finne  of  adultery , come  to  theft  f acred 
Temples  without  repentance,  and  be  partakers  of  this  excellent 
Affemhly  ? wherefore  1 doe  earneftly  exhort  and  entreat  them t 
that  they  would  fir  ft  cleanfe  themfelves  by  confefilon  , repen- 
tance, and  all  other  remedies , from  the  finne  they  have  contro- 
lled fiom  St  age-play  es,  and  fo  they  may  heare  (feds  Word , 

Neither  doe  we  here  commit  a [mad  finne , as  any  one  may  eafi- 
lydifcerne  by  examples.  * For  if  a fiervant  fkottld  put  his  fer-  * O that  our 
vile  apparell,  that  is  fi aught  with  filth  and  many  lice,  into  a Players  and 
cabinet  where  his  Ad  afters  rich,  his  golden  robes  and  garments  Play- haunters 
are  lay dup • 1 pray  tell  me,  wouldeft  thou  eafily  brooke  finch  a I^fcourfc  E 
contempt ? Bus  what  if  one  [hould  caft  dung  and  dirt  into  a when  they 
golden  veffeHtn  whtch  prettoiu  oyntments  have  beene  alwayes  come  unto  rhe 
ufually  kept ; wouldeft  thou  not  cudole  him  who  committed  this  Sacrament , or 
not 07t  i Hi  dittany  ? a tAnd  after  all  this  [hall  we  be  fo  carefully  the  C hurch, 
folUcnous  of  our  caskets,  and  vcjfcls,  of  cur  clothes  and  un - 
guents,  and  yet  eftimate  our  foules  more  bafe  then  any  of  thefe  ? Play. haunters. 
Shall  we  there  where  the  ffiirit  is  an  oyntment  powred  out,  caft  and  all  who 
in  the  Devils  pomps  ? Shall  we  there  lay  up  the  fables  of  Sa - come  i neve-. 
tan , orfongs  that  arc  full  of  wborijh  filthtnejfe  ? b Goe  too , tell 
me  with  what  txindt  can  God  indure  this  l Doubtleffe  there  is  wouhTcarry 
not  fo  great  a difference  betweene  oyntment  and  dirt , betweene  this  ingraven 
the  Mafters  and  the  Servants  clothes,  as  there  is  betweene  the  in  them  minds. 
grace  ef the  Spirit , and  this  perverfe  aftion.  T)oeft  thou  not  b Agedum,dic 
/tore,  doeft  thou  not  trembfe,  whiles  thou  beholdeft  this  holy 

ret  Dens  ? Atquij  non  tantum  eft  diferimen  inter  nnguentum  & caenum  ; 
inter  veftes  heriles  & ferviles,  quantum  cil  inter  fpintus  granam,  & iftam  perver- 
famadioncm.  Non  mctuis>  non  expavefcis,  dum  oculis  quibus  illic  ledum,  qui 
eft  in  orcheftrafpeda3,  ubi  deteftandae  adulterij  fabula?  peraguniur,  ijfdem  hsne 
facram  menfam  inzueris,  ubi  tremenda  peraguntur  myfteria?  darn  ijfdem  auribus 
audis,  &fcortum  obfeaene  loquens,  &Prophenm  Apoftolumque  ad  arcana  Scrip- 
ture introducentem  ? dum  eodemcorde  & lethilia  ftamis  venena,  & hanc  lioftiam 
facramjactremendamjgfc.  Ibidem. 
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Table  where  dreadful!  myftertes  are  admmftrcdynth  the  felfe- 
fame  eyes  that  thou  dteideft  behold  the  bed  en  the  Stage } where 
the  deteflable  fables  of  adultery  'are  afttd?  whiles  with  the  fame 
* Loc  here  the  cares  thou  hearefl  an  adulterer  fjftahtflg  dbfcenely,  and  a Pro - 
adulterous  cur-  phet  and  an  Apofile  leading  thee  into  the  myftertes  of  the  Scrip - 
fed  fruits  of  tare  l whiles  with  th.  fame  heattihourecerveft  deadly  poy fbn , 
ptayes^  Sn^”  an^  th**  holy  and  dreadful!  Sacrament  ? Are  not  thefe  Playes 
c Qtnpropter  the  fubver  lion  of  life  the  corruption , the  deftruthon  of  marri.i- 
rogo  vos  om-  ges,  the  caufe  of  warres,  of  fightings,  and  brawles  in  houfts?For 
neSjiit  Sc  Ipfi  when  thou  * /halt  returns  home  from  thefe  Stage-playes  more 
pravasm.pe-  d’ffolntc,  effeminate  and  wanton,  being  made  an  enemy  of  all 

doratioaesl'vi-  chaft"7>  ,ht  PgM  °f  th7  mf*  "iS  be  W 1le*fmg  ,0  thee> let  ^er 
tens, Sc  alios*, ab  be  what  fhe  mil,  For  bctng  inflamed  with  that  cbncupifcence 
h*s  dedu&osre-  which  thou  hafi  drunk?  in  at  Stage- f /dyes,  and  bemn  taken 
trahitis.  Qui:-  with  that  new  fight  which  hath  befotted  thee , thou  defptfeft  thy 
^erftu^non  eft  f°^er  modeft  wife,  who  u contented  with  ordinary  did,  and 
obleftatio  fed  upbraids  ft  her  with  innumerable  repreches  ; not  becaufc  then 
pemieies,fed  findeft  any  thing  blame -worthy  in  her,  but  becanfi  then  blufhefl 
pxn.i,fed  fup-  to  confeffe  thy  dtfcafefccaufc  thou  art  afhamed  to  dtfeover  that 
plTi?‘  wdh  whtcb  thou  haft  returned  home  maimed  from 

temporanavo-  Stage~?la7es : Thou  frame  ft  other  excufes,  feeling  uniuft  oc. 
luptas,  dii  bine  bafiom  *f  dtjpleafure,  loathing  all  thofe  things  that  are  to  be 
perpecu9  nafci-  done  at  home , gapmg  after  that  wtckjd  and  mcleane  concu * 
uu- dolor,  duq;  pifcence  from  which  thou  hafi  received  an  wounde  : and  whiles 
carr*eft  m thine  eares  a ringing  found  of  a voyce,and  with 
cemiaftrmibl  thefe,  the  face,  the  motion,  briefly  all  thofe  images  of  wkonfb 
tuSjomnibns  lu ft, than  btholdeft  nothing  of  that  thou  haft  a;  borne  with  plea* 
rnoleftus  es  & fure , Andwhat  doe  / fyeake  of  a wife  or  family  9 when  as  a f* 
mvifus?Excute  forwards,  thou  wilt  be  leffe  wiP.wgto  vtfit  the  very  Church  it 


repuaus^^nTis  w^tn  M l^Qii  m'r  heart  a Sirmon  of  chaftity ; and  of  mo* 
has  ab  E celeb?.  withirkgfomneffc  Neither  are  thefe  things  which  are 
redieni,  rurfus  fiokgn  to  thee,  for  inftruCtmiJntt  for  accufaticn  • and  they 
qu.d  is  a fpefta-  will  bring  thee  by  little  and  little  to  defp  air  e ; yea  at  laft  thou 

aihs,  atqj  hos  wilt  fuddenly  fiver  thy  feife  from  the  dtfdplme  admini fired  for 
dies  curai  illis  . ' /,/  j r ft,  - ft  L r r A * nt  J 

conferas  • id  h pub  like  good  oj  all.  c Wherefore  Itmreaijou  at!,  that  you 

feceris  nihil  opus  erit  meo  fermone : Satis  enim  fuerit,  hunc  diem  cu  illo  coparaffc 
ad  oftendendu  & quam  magna  ht  hincutilitasj&  quanta  fit  lllinc  noxi, Sccdbideft. 

- - would 
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would  avoydthe  wicked  commemorations  in  S t age-pl ayes  your 
felvtsrand  iikewifc  draw  backe  others  from  them,  who  have 
btenc  led  unto  them.  * For  whatever  is  there  done,  is  not  dc-  * Nota« 
light  or  recreation , but  deftrucltenjiut  torment  ybut pmijhment , 

What  good  doth  this  temporary  pleafu/c  doe , whiles  everlafltng 
torment  ijfiues  from  tty  and  whiles  being  pricked  mght  am  day 
wrh  co;:cupifcenccy  thou  art  trcublefome  and  hate  full  unto  all  ? 
ft  here  fore  r oh  fie  up  thy  felje , and  confide/  what  a one  thou  art 
made  returning  from  the  Church  : aoaineywhat  a one  thou  arty 
comming  fr^m  Stage-pUyeSy  and  compare  thefe  dayes  with 
ihofie : if  thou  wilt  doe  thus,  there  will  be  no  need  of  my  fpeecb , 

For  it  will  be  fuffrcient  to  have  compared  this  day  with  thaty  to 
fhew  what  great  profit  comer  from  the  one  fide , and  bow  great 
hurt  from  the  other.  The  fc  things  / thought  good  to  fpeaketo 
your  chanty  at  this  timCy  netther  will  l ever  ceafie  to  (pcake. 

For  fro  we  fhall  both  admom(h  thofe  who  are  obnoxious  to  this 

difeafe ; and  we  fhall  con  fir  me  thofe  who  are  now  whole:  for 

this  oration  will  be  profitable  to  both  ; to  the  one  that  they  may 

de/tft ; to  the  ctheTy  that  they  may  not  fail  into  it.  So  in  his 

* fir  ft  Homily  upon  the  50,  Pfalmey  he  is  very  pundluail  * Tom  1.  Col. 

to  our  purpofe.  David  (writes  he)  as  he  was  walking  tip-  Ssp.C.  D. 

on  the  top  of  his  Palace  after  dinner 3 faw  a woman  wajhtng  ^ 

her  fielfe , and  the  woman  was  very  fairs  and  beautiful  to  looke  acraui^efi;  '-v  ~ 

Upon,  * He  faw  her , / fray , and  he  is  wounded  in  his  eye,  and  telum  excepit. 

receiveth  a dart.  Let  curious  per  font  heare  this  who  content-  Atidiat  eariofi, 

plate  the  beauty  of  others,  L:t  thofe  heare  thity  who  arepof-  qui  aliena$  for- 

fieffied  with  the  unruly  delight  or  defire  ofi  Stage-playes,  who  ™ 

fay:  we  doe  in  truth  beheld  them ; but  without  detriment,  an:  cjui'infaho 

W hat  heare  l i David  is  hurt  l and  art  not  thou  hurt  l He  ts  fpechculorum 

wounded;  andean  1 h uji  to  thy  ftrength?  He  who  had  fio  itudio  tenen- 

great  a me  afiure  of  the  fftrit  received  a dart ; and  doe  ft  thou  tur.Qnidicum; 

deny  that  t foots  art  pierced  ? * And  yet  he  beheld  not  an 

detriniehto.Quid<nidio?David  Isefus  eft;&  tunon  Inederis^IIle  Ia?fu$  eft^Sc  ego'tua: 
vimm  confidere  quaeanarls  tjiu  tantam  Spirit as  gratiam  habebat  fpicuium  except, 
& tufauciari  ce  negas?  \bidiro.  * Atqui  die  Icortamiion  vidir/edhoneftim  & pudi- 
cam  fxminam  j idqf non  in Theatro3  fed  domi:tu  vero  in  Theatro  cernis*  ubi  ctiam 
locus  ipfeanimam  iupplici)  ream  efficit : nec  taniun  cernis  fed  etiam  audis  improba 
verba3&  meretriciasatqj  obfeaenas  cantionesj  omnique  ex  parte  feritur  mens  :ua  : 

Eee  3 harlot y 
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f cr  afpe&tim  harlot,  but  an.  honeft  , chafte  woman ; and  that  not  in  the 
quaeres  *61  x ^ heater  fat  at  home : but  thou  beholdeft  an  harlot  in  the  Play  - 
aurem  ob  ^&u[6y  where  even  the  very  place  it  felfe > makes  the  foul e liable 
quae  audis : per  topunifbment:  neither  doe  ft  thou  onely  fee , but  thou  Ixkewifie 
obfadum,ob  ea  hear  eft  dtjhoneft  words,  and  meritrtcious  obfeene  fonts , and 
qua:  odciaris.  thy  mindeis  wounded  on  every  fide:  to  wit,  by  the  fight , with 
apu^flnt^tot  t^ofe  things  which  thou  feeft;  by  the  ears,  with  tbofe  tlotngt 
comiptelx.cjui  ^tch  than  hear  eft  ; bythefmell , with  thofe  things  which  thou 
credere  queam  ftnellcft.  And  when  as  there  are  fo  many  precipices , fo  many 
£c  * fern  rum  corruptions , how  can  l belteve  thee  to  be  free  from  the  bittngi 

Jnunem*^*11?  of  wild  beafts  ? Art  thou  a ftonc  f art  thou  iron  ? Thou  art  a 
Numtu  faxiim  m4ft  fabiett  to  the  common  frailty  of  nature.  Doe  ft  tboubc- 
es>num  ferru  ? hold  the  fire,  and  jet  art  not  burned?  Whether  u thu  agree- 
Homo  es,com-  able  to  reafon  f Tut  a candle  into  ft  raw,  and  then  dan  thou  to 
numi  naturae  deny  that  the  ftraw  wi3  be  burnt , That  vertly  whtch  Jlubblc 
obnox'  I**  - u,cven  that  is  our  nature.  Let  our  Play-hauntus  then 
cerni sinecure-  con^er this, and  give this  godly  Father  an  anlwer  to 
ris  ? An  hoc  thete  his  pithy  interrogations.  The  like  paffage  wee 
iftudrationi  finde  in  * this  17 . Homely  upon  the  5.  of  Mathew  : Hpon 
-f-taneum  thefe  words,  If thy  right  eye  of  end  thee  plucky  it  outfac  Let 
fn  f^n^rnam  th°fr  (writes  he ) beare  thefe  words  who  fo  ojten  haften  to  the 
ne^  actum  aude  Theater,  and  doe  there  almoft  daily  defile  themfelves  with  the 
negare,  quod  filthinefe  of  adultery . For  if  the  Law  command  even  him  who 
fenum  exura-  is  bound  unto  thee  by  familiarity,  if  he  fcandali*LC  thee,  to  be 
tur.  Quod  por-  cut  off  and  caft  away  ; with  what  fattsfc.EHcn  now  at  la  ft  cats 
hocetbm  n^5  be  defended,  who  by  their  conversation  and  flay  at  Play- 
tura  noftra  eft.  houfes,  doe  daily  get  the  acquaintance  of  thofe  lewde  ones  who 
Ibidem . were  not  formerly  kn§wne  to  them\&  alfo  admin  i ft  er  a thoufand 

* Pom.z.CoI,  occasions  of  deftruftion  to  themfelves,  Againe,in  his  Homily 
ifta  A*iri  *PGTtfbe  1 1 8«  alias  the  1 1 fa/me.  verf.  1 5 1.  1 52.  hec 
adT^camra*  writes  thus.  Let  none  account  his  life  vile,  let  none  cleave 
feftinant/eque  f*fi  v*™1]'  c cannot  ferve  two  cMafters ; he  ferves 
jbi  pene  quoti-  two  mafters , who  goes  to  Church  one  day , and  to  Stagc-flaye* 
die  adult  eri;  another  day . Such  a one  hath  two  coates ; he  is  fane  from  that 

^^naculant  &c  ^oate  ^hich  cannot  be  devidedyfar  from  the  bedding  garment; 
a xom  u becaufe,that  ts  a Wedding  garment  which  bath  no  (pot.  For  he 
1030. jo?i.  who  goes  one  day  to  the  Church,  another  day  toPlaycs,  wearei 
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a defiled  garment,  Every  Servant  {landing  with  a blemifh  at 
his  UMaflers  Table , is  caft  out,  and  chafhfed  mth  ftrtpes  : 
keepeyour  garment  pure  as  you  received  it  in  baptifme.  Let  no 
man  defile  it  with  his  manner  sy  let  no  man  rend  Jo  beautiful!  a 
Vefiment  rvith  the  vbickednejfe  of  his  heart.  Ton  have  received 
finch  a Garment  tn  bapttfme  as  the  Angels  had  rvho  Attended 
the  L»rd  in  bis  Sepulcher , whofe  rayment  rvas  as  white  as  /now; 

And yen  have  received  finch*  gift  of  grace  • keeps  that  you 
have  received.  He  that  defiles  thts garment,  * let  him  wafhit  *0  that  our 
rvith  t eaves,  let  him  fsper ate  himfelje  from  the  wicked , let  him  Aftors  and 
confeffe  his  Jinxes  to  God,  and  having  reformed  his  Ufey  let  him  ^^y-haunters 
not  returns  as  a Dog  to  his  vomit . * W hat  fellowfhip  hath  t hTs^ d vie c ° ^ 
light  with  darkneffe,  or  what  part  hath  he  that  belie-  t 2 Cor.  6*1 4, 
vtth  with  an  Infidell#  Ton  who  are  the  Sonnes  of  the  Church  15. 
ought  not  to  be  depraved  in  the  vanities  of  Stage-player,  The 
* Church  will  not  indureyou ftinke,  fine  cannot  be  defiled  with  *0  that  our 
year  entrance ; [he  mournes  and  fighes  to  Cjod  becaufe  (he  feeth  Jphurch  would 
her  Sonnes  to  be  finch.  § Tremble  every  day,  left  God  wax  [hus^oo  °e 
angry,  and  fo  you  perifti  from  the  right  way.  Acknow-  % pftu.1IjU, 
ledge  the  veryfignes  of  his  dtfpleafure , becaufe  the  Heaven  is 
made  traffic,  and  the  Earth  Iron ; The  very  Elements  pro - 
1 claims  the  wrath  of  God.  h O yee  Sonnes  of  Men  how  h Pfal.  4.  z, 
i long  will  you  be  flow  of  heart  ? why  doe  you  love  va- 
nity in  Stage-playes, and  leek  after  leafing  in  Stage-players ? 

1 Knew  ye  that  the  Lord  hath  made  admirable  the  Joule  of  ail 
1 fuch  who  depart  not  out  of  the  Church . The  foule  is  heard  when 
fbe  cry es  unto  Godywhsles  f he  departs  not  from  God.  Be  not  ye 
luke-warme  left  ye  be  fined  out  of  the  heart  of  Cjod,  He  him. 
felfe  hath  fpoken  by  his  Prophet : * Becaufe  thou  art  neither  , Rev^.j  j . 2 s, 
cold,  nor  hot, and  I would  thoti  wert  either  cold  or  hot; 
but  becaufe  thou  art  neither  cold  uor  hot,  I will  fpue 
thee  out  of  my  mouth.  We^performe  our  duty  who  [peak? 
true  things  of  the  truth.  Tou  if  you  have  entred  into  the  Phy- 
ficixns  houfe,  that  you  might  cure  y cur  wounds , lament  your 
wounds.  The  medicines  being  layd  on,  let  the  corruptions  be 
purged  out ; let  health  in creafe,  that  fo  the  Church  feeing  your 
amendment,  majretoyce  of  her  Sonnes ; becaufe  where  Jinne 
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k Tom.i.Col.  hath  abounded, grace  ha:h  fuper  abounded.  In  his  k Homily 
im.B.C.  Up0n  the  140.  Tjalme  ; (an  excellent  diffwafive  from  ill 
company  wTho  keepe  men  from  repentance,  and  harden 
fiiirVlCnii-a  t^jeln  *11  finncs)  he  hath  this  paflage.  1 LManj  are 
tione,&  1 ^nem  caPtiZ>ated  of fornication,  and  have  kindled  a fire  oflu£y  whiles 
volupcatis  ac-  they  have  followed  feafis,  and  Theaters y having  much  iniquity 
ccnderuat,  du  in  them:  A pregnant  eyidence  for  our  prefent  purpofe. 

lnhu  ™ fir fl  Homily  on  8 fay  6.i.  I law  a Ifo  the  Lord  fit- 
tr^habentia  a”  c*n§  uPon  a Throne  high  and  lifted  up,&c.  he  defcants 
muliu  iniqui.  thus  of  Play- haunters,  and  the  fruits  of  Stage- playes, 
tans,  Jbiclem.  which  1 would  our  Players, and  Play-frequenters  would 
m Tom.i.Col.  confider.  There  are  among  thofe  here  prefent  whom  I thinfe 
izBi.B.C.D  & 
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^ are  not  ur.kgowne  to  your  charity , who  contemning  Cody  and 
accounting  the  oracles  of  the  Spirit  as  vulgar  and  prophanc,  ut- 
ter confufed  word,  and  carry  t hem f elves  no  better  then  mad 
men y keeping  a ft ir,  and  turning  about  with  their  whole  bodyy 
demeaning  t be  mf elves  fo,as  mtfjefe ernes  a Spirit  nail  meeting. 
O miferable  and  unhappy  wretch  ! Thou  oughtefi  to  fing  the 
Angel/caFi  glorification  or  Hyr/me  with  trembling  and  reve- 
rence y and  to  confeffe  to  the  Creator  wtih  feare,  and  by  this  to 
crave  pardon  of  thy  finnes.  n But  thou  (here  comes  the 
& fal-  fruit  0f  Stage-playes  in,J  bringejl  in  hither  the  manners  of 
huciiiducis^&c  ^^a)trs  T oncers;  whiles  thm  evidently  t hr  owe  ft  about 

thine  hands,  skippefls  about  with  thy  feet  y and  whirlefrs  about 
with  thy  whole  body.  And  hew  comes  it  to  pajfe  that  thou 
fearefi , that  thou  tremble jl  not  whiles  t hots  direfi  dee  thus,  a- 
* O that  men  gawft ftech  facred oracles!  * Tdoeft  not  theuthinke  that  the 
would  confider  Lord  him  fe/fe  is  here  invtfibly  prefent,  who  meafuroth  every 
eirei  into  the  onss  moUon->  ta*£s  ati  Acccmt  of  hu  confute  nee  ! Doejt  thou 
Church,  or  *ot  thwlge  that,  the  Angels  ft  and  round  about  his  dread  full 
come  unto  the  Tabley  and  compajfe  it  about  with  reverence  f 0 But  thou 
Word  or  $3-  thwkjft  not  of  thefe  things . and  why  ? pray  marke  it : 
© tu  becaufe  thofe  things  which  thou  hafi  heard  and  feene  at  Stage- 

ifta  noncoai-  pluyes  have  clouded  thy  minde : and  therefore  thofe  things 
tas,quoniam  ea  which  are  done  there ythou  brtnge ft  in  among  the  rites  of  the 
qua?  in  Thea- 

tris  audiunair,quseque  fpeftantur  menremtuam  obfcurarunt,&iaeo  qua?  illicgcrun- 
tur  in  Ecckfise  ritus  imluci$,&c.  Ibidem. 
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Church ; therefore  then  doeft  utter  thy  incompofte  • mittdetn 
infignificant  clamors.  How  then  W'lt  thou  ,uke  f -a  n for  thy 
finnes  ? how  wilt  thou  receive  the  Lord  in.  0 thy  viper!  as 

thou prayeft  to  htm  fo  contcn  ptuoufly  ? T hoh  fayejt,  Cod  have 
mercy  upon  me ; and  yet  thou  declare  ft  jft  manners  as  are  con- 
trary to  mercy . Thou  cr y oft  ^fave  me  ; ardyet  exprefeft  ft  ch 
a gelbere,  rests  a ftranger  tefklvatun.  tVhy  doe  ft  t c siftrctcb 
cut  thine  hands  to  fray } which  are  alwaics  toff  d up  on  hlght 
whtch  are  wheeled  up  and  downetmCccmtly , and  make  a confu- 
fed  noyfe  with  their  veh  m:  nt  clapping  and  beating  ? ^4  re  not 
ibefi  things  verily  yparUj  the practijes  of  conmiun  Bawdes  and 
Strumpets  ; partly  the  examples  of  'thofe  who  cry  out  aloud  in 
Playhoufes  ? How  then  do  ft  thou  dare  to  mix  the  jports  of 
D evils  y with  the  Hymnet  of  Angels  pray  ft  no  (Jed?  Tea  why 
doft  thou  not  fear  e this  fpeech  which  there  thou  m ter  eft , faying; 

P Serve  the  Lord  with  fearc,  and  rtjoyce  unto  him  with  * Pfal.2.  ir, 
trembling.  Is  this  to  (erve  with  fearey  to  be  fo  loud  and  cla- 
morous , that  thou  thy  felfe  knows  ft  not  what  thou  jpeafyft  with 
the  confufed  be  Herring  of  thy  voyce?  This  verily,  favors  of  con - 
tempt,  not  of  feu*  e : e>f  arrogancy,  not  of  mode fly  : this  is  ra- 
ther a part  of  (tech  who  are  playing  then  conf effing,  &c.  The 
APropbet  faith  Rejoyce  in  the  Lord  all  the  earth;  make  a a PfaL^.i. 
jovfull  noyfe  unto  God  all  yee  lands.  Neither  doe  we  pro- 
hibit the  voyce  of  frayfe ; but  the  voyce  of  abfurdity,  and  confu - 
ftonyhe  v une  and  rajh  lifting  up  of  the  hands  into  the  ayre 3 the 
twckling  of  the  feet  unfeemely  and  effeminate  fovgSy  which  are 
the  proper  forts  of  thofe  who  ft  idle  in  TPUy-houfes,  r From  c The  ^euits  of 
thence  t he fe  pernicious  enfamples  are  brought  in  among  us\  Stage-playes. 
from  thence  are  irreligious  and  vulgar  voyces,  from  thence  the 
abfurdity  of  the  hands } contenious  combateSy  diforderly  man- 
ners, * For  n oth'tng  doth  bring  the  oracles  of  Cj'd  into  fo  great  * ft  ota  bene* 
contempt,  as  the  admiration  cf  thofe  St  age -play  es  and  Spella-  \ 

! cles  which  a*  there  propofd,  { wherefore  l have  oft  ex - fort  to  $ta<re- 
horledyou , that  not  one  of  theft  vAc  come  hither , and  enioy  the  Dlaves,  areun- 
i divine  do&rine,  and  are  Itkewife  partakers  of , the  dreadfuil  and  tit  to  come  to 
my fticall  Sacrament yfbonld  goe  unto  theft  Stage-play es,  nor  any  of  Gods 
yet  enter  mixt  theft:  Avicc  my  ft  cries  with  demoniacal.  Not-  10^  plTlin^> 
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withfianding  jonte  have  growne fo  mad,  that  even  then  when 
the)  carry  about  <*fbew  of  Religion,  ar.d  are  growne  very  white 
with  extreame  old  aget  they  runne  to  them  notwtthftanding, 
neither  regarding  our  words y nor  resetting  then  owne  outward 
Jhew.  But  as  oft  as  we  inculcate  this  (peecb  unto  them,  and  ex- 
hort them  to  refpett  their  old  age  and  religion , how  great  then 
is  then  colineffe  ? how  ridiculous  their  fpeech  ? The)  fay  y that 
thefe  things  are  an  example  of  the  vtclory  and  crownes  which 
fhall  be  in  the  world  to  come , and  ' we  reape  much  profit  from 
thence . what  fayefi  thou  man  ? This  U a rotten  fpeech,  and 
now. But  mark  °f  deceit . From  whence  canfi  thou  reape  any  profit  thence  ? 

what  anfwer  From  innumerable  contentions'  from  the  rafh  oathes  of  evill 
fpeaktrs  ? Or  from  tie  abufes,  the  revilings , the  fcoffes  wnh 
which  the  Spectators  bejprincle  one  another  ? But  from  thefe 
there  is  no  good  reaped ; therefore  thou  altogether  reape  ft  bene  fit 
from  confu fed  voyces,  infigmficant  clamors y as  well  from  him 
who  is  cafidowne  upon  the  arena,  as  from  thofe  who  cafl  him 
d&wney  who  offer  vio'encey  who  are  mad  or  fooltfh  and  dtffemble 
before  women.  But  here  verily  ad  the  'Prophets  and  teachers 
doe  /hew  the  very  Lord  of  ^ Angels  upon  an  high  and  elevated 
Throne y and  difinbute  to  thofe  who  are  worthy , rewards  and 
crownesy  but  to  the  unworthy  they  affigne  Heft : and  even  the 
Lord  himfelfe  doth  ratifie  this,  B e fide s thou  doe ft  verily  con - 
temne  thefe  things y in  which  there  is  Itkgwife  terror  of  confer- 
ence, redargution  of  thy  deeds,  feare  of  pumfhments  and  accu- 
fationsyand  inevitable  torments . But  yet  that  thou  maift  finde 
a certaine  excufe  of  thy  Stage-ylayes  on  which  thou  eameftlj 
ga<.cjiy  thou  fayefiy  thou  reape ft  profit  from  them  by  whom  thou 
fuffereft  irrecoverable  Ioffe . / mtreatey  and  befeech  agave  and 
againey  that  we  excufe  not  our  excufe s infinnes:  for  thefe  are 
but  pretences  and  deceites  by  which  we  procure  damage  to  our 
6 Tom.  z.  Col.  fclves.  In  his  u 6 . Homily  upon  ^Mathew y h e writes  thus 
of  laughter  and  Stage-  play  es.  If  thou  therefore  power  out 
fuch  teares  thou  becommeft  a follower  of  thy  Lord : for  he 

* Iohn  i r * weP*  wken  he  ray  fed  up  Lazarus,  And  r when  he  looked  bac\e 
J Luke  19,41!  uPoft  Hterufsdem  that  was  to  be  fucked-  He  was  likewife 

* Luke  zip  1 troubled  with  the  treafrm  and  defrrutim  of  Iudas.  So  verily 

thou 
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thou  matft  oft- time!  finde  him  weeping,  but  never  laughing,  no 
nor  yet  fo  much  at  flghtly  reicycixg  with  a fmile . Trudy  no 
Evangels  ft  hath  made  mention  of  any  fuch  thing.  That  a Paul 
like  wife  wept  night  and  day  for  3.  yeeres  together , both  others 
teftific  of  him,  and  he  like  wife  of  himfelfc  : but  that  he  ever 
laughed , neither  doth  he  himfelfe ftoew  any  where  nor  any  other 
for  him,  Tsaisotoneof ad  the  Saints  hath  ever  figni fed  any 
fuch  thing  either  of  himfelfc  or  of  any  other.  We  read  of  none 
* but  Sarah  onely  in  the  Scripture  that  laugh'd,  ( yea  fhc  is 
prefect ly  reproved  by  the  voycs  of  God ) and  of  the  c Sonne  of 
Noah:  but  for  that  laughter,  of  a Free-man  he  was  made  a 
J lave . And  this  I fpeake  not  to  take  away  laughter  altogether, 
but  that  I might  quite  extingufh  all  ebffoluteneffe  of  life . Gar 
Chrift  therefore  [peaky s many  things  to  us  concerning  mourning, 
d both  by  blejfng  thofe  that  mourne,  and  by  pronouncing  thofe 
miferable  that  laugh.  For  we  doe  not  come  into  a Flay-houfe, 
that  it,  where  laughter  may  be  moved ; neither  doe  w:  there- 
fore oft-times  meet  together,  that  we  fhouid  recreate  cur  [elves, 
with  undecent  cachinnations ; but  rather  that  we  might 
mourne, and  by  tt  inherit  a Kingdoms  to  come . For  thou  verily 
if  thou  [lands ft  but  tn  the  pre fence  of  an  earthly  King,  wilt  not 
dare  fo  much  as  to  [mile.  But  yet  when  thou  haft  the  Lord  of 
Angels  htmfelfe  prefent  every  where , thou  ftandefl  not  before 
him  with  trembling  andgreatefi  reverence ; but  even  when  he 
is  angry  thou  laughed,  neither  doji  thou  confider , that  by  this 
thou  deft  more  offend  him , then  thou  dideft  dijpleafc  him  with 
thy  finne  Neither  doth  God  fomuch  deteft  finxers,  as  thofe 
who  are  fecure  after  their  finnes  committed,  * And  yet  there 
arefome  fo  utterly  infenfible , andtron-ltky , that  after  aS  thefe 
words  they  will  fay  : verily  f wouH  to  God  that  I might  never 
chance  toweepe , but  (fod  grant  me,  that  l may  rather  alwayes 
play  and  be  merry,  rfbat,  l pray,  can  be  found  more  childifh 
then  fuch  a mmde  ? For  Cjod  never  taught  or  granted  men  to 
play,  but  the  Devi II.  Heare  therefore  what  Flayers  have 
heretofore  fnffered . c The  people,  faith  he,  fate  downe 
to  eate  and  drinke,  and  rofe  up  to  play.  Such  were  there 
heretofore  its  Sodom  : fuch  likewife  were  there  at  the  time  of 
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! i cl U16.A9.  the  Flood:  for  the  Lord  frith  of  hem,  f That  they  aboun- 
ded with  pride,  with  fd  efle  of  bread, and  with  riches. 

5 1 Pet.3 .20.  Thofc  hkemfe  tn  the  time  of  Noc,  s VV hen  they  faw  the 
Arkc  building  for  fo  many  yet  res  together,  id  [bun  red 
the  dolor  of compunttion,  and  didonely  civilly  ferve  their  flat- 
h Math.  24.3  8,  tering  h mirth,  being  nothing  care  full  of  things  to  come ; and 
39 • therefore  the  {hidden  puntfhment  of  the  Flood  did  drome  th:m 

ad,  and  there  was  made  a common  fhipwracke  of  the  whole 
world.  Wherefore  crave  not  thou  that  from  God  which  thou 
receive/}  fi'om  the  Dev  ill  Font  is  Gods  ufe  to  give  an  hum- 
bled \ trembling , broken,  chafte , penitent,  and  wounded  ferric . 
Thcfe  verily  are  the  gui/ts  of  God,  becaufe  vee  Ukewife  (land 
moft  in  need  of  fuck . For  a great  comb  ate  hangs  over  our  heads: 
i.Ephcf.tf.ii.  audwe muft fight  ’again/!  invifible  powers,  againfHpi- 
rituall  wickedreffes  ; and  aoainft  fucb  like  Principalities , 
and  Towers ; and  it  is  well  with  us,  if  giving  all  dihgtnce , and 
watching  with  ad,  we  may  be  able  to  endure  their  fierce  ajfaults • 

But  if  wc  laugh  and  play )f? ferine  with  all  pcrpctuall  idle ne fie, 
we  J hall  be  moft  eafiij  overcome  of  our  owne  idlensffe  alfoyeven 
before  the  fight . wherefore  it  is  not  our  parts  to  laugh  conti- 
nually, to  let  our  [elves  loofe  to  cachw  nations  and  den  (ions,  to 
effeminate  our  [elves  with  delight,  but  rather  of  thofe  men  and 
tiomen  A 51  or s who  are  beheld  in  Play-  boufes,  who  are  defiled 
tn  Brothel-houfeS',  of  Parafites  and  flatterers  whs  are  made 
for  this  very  purpofe . T hu  u no*,  lfay,  the  part  of  thofe, who 
are  called  to  an  et email  Kmgdome , and  are  Ukewife  re gi fired 
* T he  Devill  tn  that  celefhal  Kingdom  itbis  ts  not  the  part  of  thofe  who  carry 
then  is  rhe  Au-  fpintualt  armor , which  verily  is  prop  r ontly  to  ihe  Soldiers  of 
thor  & Father  the^Dcvtll:  * For  he  it  is  who  hath  dtgefled lefts  and  p/ayes 
Theaters  ^ and  art>  that  by  the fe  he  might  draw  the  S oldie  of  Chrift 

d&res  then  any  mt0  himfeffe , and  might  weaken  the  trves  of  their  verttse* 
child  of  God ) wherefore  he  hath  l^ewfe  ere  Bed  Theaters  tn  Cttttes , and 
any  one  who  hath  prepared  the  fie  race  -Jives  of  laughter  and  filthy  pk  afore  : 
fcMC'  V' ^C£>0r av‘^h  tharpefhle *ce.  he  ray  fed)  up  the  Itiy  plague  i-pyrs  the 
Vi  II  re  fort  into  Citty.  which  thwgs  S.  Paul  commands  us  tofhe , ex- 

thenv?  horftng , k that  wefhoud  put  farre  from  us  all  fooiifh  ! j 

5 Ephef.  yj.  fpeaking  & furriiity  j tff.n  which  laughter  u far  mon  perm- 
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ctsus,  and  farrcworfe.  For  when  thofe  Stage-players  and  ridt- 
cttoHd  per  Jons,  have  uttered  any  blafiphem-ius  and  filthy  thing, 
then  efptctally  all  the  fimpler  fort  are  moft  excefjive  in  thsir 
laughter*  applauding  thm  mi  ft  in  that,  fv  which  verily  they 
ought  to  have  cafl  fto*et  at  them, who  kindle  a furnace  §f 
Are  idfuf l fire  upon  their  owne  heads  by  this  hnde  of  pleafure. 

■ For  tbofe  who  applaud  ihsuttcrert  of  theft  things,  per  (wade  lLet  PI3- 
them  for  to  att  them ; ana  therefore  for  th  s tbeydifirve  rather  haunters  pon- 
to  undergo!  the  pnnifbment  which  >s  ppomted  for  theft  thin?f.  ^er  & rtmw 
For  if  there  were  no  fpeftator,  nor  mi  - '.tamer  of  fitch  things,  *er  t^lS* 
there  would  certainely  be  none  who  would  care  to  them.  But 
when  they  fee  you  to  forfakeyour  owne  callings,  yea  the  very 
places  of  your  daily  works  and  the  gains you  reap:  from  thence, 
and  all  things  e/fe,  for  love  of  this  value  tfettac/e,  they  arc 
then  carried  to  the  fie  things  with  a more  earnefi  intention,  and 
be  flow  more  ft  udy  in  them.  And  this  I fipeake , not  to  excufie 
their  fault , but  that  you  may  learns  y that  you  efpecially 
are  the  fiprmg  and  head  of  this  mtyuity,  who  fpend  th:  whole 
day  tn  fuch  ridiculous  , in  finch  pernicious  plsaju^es,  prochi- 
mivg  abrode  the  hone  ft  name  of  lVcdlocke}and  the  reverend  bu  fi- 
ne ffe  in  it.  For  he  w ?o  perfouates  thefe  things  doth  net  ft nne  fio 
much  as  thou  who  commands  ft  1 hem  to  be  done.  Neither  do  ft 
thuonely  command  and  call  for,  but  thou  dofl  like  wife  fur* 
ther  tbs  things  that  are  abied,  by  thy  exultation,  laughter , ap- 
plaufie • And  by  all  manner  of  means s thou  m untanseft  this 
‘Diabolical1  Shop.  * W ith  what  eyes  then  canft  thunow  behold  * Nota  bene. 
thy  wifcy  which  thou  haft  t.^ere  fe*nc  profit’  ated  to  jo  great  in- 
iury  enthe  perfion  of  ai  otnerl  How  canj:  hou  rc frame  fir 
blujhing,  as  of:  as  tbex  remembreft  th*  » , when  *bon  jhalt 

there  fee  the  fame  f ex.  (0  filthily  trade  ccmmoni  Neither 
maijt  thou  reply  umo  me  new,  that  wi  -ftoever  is  there  done  is 
but  a fiffion  or  faititd  argument,  but  not  the  truth  of  things* 
m for  this  very  fie  1?  ng  (which  comtS  home  to  our  pur*  m Etenim  fi- 
p'.lc)  hath  made  very  many  a Hirers,  and  over  th  row cih  ^ulatioifta 
many  ho  r*\  A-'d  th - fo  re  itgrievr  rre  mo fr, that  this  fo  areal  tetos^dt 
evi  O'elitved  10  be  inevili ; b.it  that  which  is  farre  \os 

the  worji  oj  all,  both  favour,  and  chimr,  and  appUvfc,  and  fubvercit3&c, 
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laughter  are  txfrc fed,  when  fo  beaftly  adultery  is  committed  to 
the  publtke  hurt.  What  then  fay  (l  thouyis  this  onely feiningyiet 
a crime  f tVeH  therefore  are  thefe  worthy  of  a thou  fund  deaths , 
tecaufe  what  atllawes  command  msn  to  feun,  thofe  thi  nos  are 
thefe  not  afraid  to  imitate.  For  tf  adultery  it  fe/fe  be  cvill, 
1‘  ^ non d urn  doubtle  ffe  the  imitation  of  it  muft  be  eviH.  n And  I doe  not  yet 
a M teroT  foci  refort  ^ow  and  great  adulterers  they  may  make  who  perfo- 
ant,  qui  hujufl  fue'J  Adulteries  in  an  hiftrttmicaU fittton,*nd how  impudent 
modi  adultecia  bkfwife  they  ma\e  thnrffeUators.  For  there  is  nothing  more 
hiilrionica  fi-  filthy , nothing  more  lafeivious  then  that  eye 3 that  can  patiently 3 
mala ci one  re-  / fey  nQt  willingly  febold fsch  things . c Moreover  what 

q'icmdrnodu  a ™ this,  that  when  as  thou  wilt  not  fo  much  as  look^e  upon 
edam'mspu-  a naked  woman  in  the  ftreet,yea  nor  yet  at  home , but  if  fetch  a 

dtnteshoium  thing  fall  out  by  accident  tbou  thmkefe  it  done  to  inturetbee; 
fpedacores  effi-  that  jet  when  at  thougoefl  up  to  the  rPlay-houfe1tbat  thou  maifl 
cja^“  violate  the  chafe  tty  of  both  Sexes  ,and  maifl  Itkewife  incefeuoufly 

n^siflo  o-do  t^me  ovpne  t^)0U  believeft  that  no  aifhoneft  thing 
nihilque  l.tfj-  befalls  thee  f For  thou  can  ft  not  fay  thus,  thatjhe  is  an  harlot 
vius  qui  fpe&a-  that  is  thus  uncovered ; becaufeit  is  nature  it felfe,  and  there 
re  taha  patien-  ^ the  fame  body  of  an  whore 9 and  of  a free  woman.  For  if  thou 
srar  *«»*'*"  is  no  obfeenity  in  fuck  a fight,  for  what 

ter^&c.  jbidem  cauferv^eH  as  thou /halt  fee  the  fame  thing  in  the  ftreet,  doefe 
thou  feepbacke  againefrom  thy  intended  walke , and  mo  ft  fe- 
verely  rebuke  that  immodefey ? unlefle perchance  thou  beluveft , 
the  fame  thing  not  to  be  alike  filthy  when  we  are  fevered , and 
when  we  fit  alt  together.  But  this  is  mcerelj  derifion  and  [home, 
and  words  altogether  of  extreme  folly  • and  it  is  better  for  one 
to  bejmeare  his  whole  face  with  clay  and  dirt , then  with  a [fe- 
ll acle  of  fo  great  fi/thtneffe.  For  dirt  is  notfo  noxious  to  the 
eyes , as  that  unchafte  jpettacle,  and  the  fight  of  a naked 
Harlot . Heare  therefore  what  nakydneffe  brought  upon  man - 
kynde  even  from  the  beginning,  and  even  by  this  meanes  feare 
« Gen.  3.6,7,  that filthine fie*  whatthen  hath  made  men  naked t 0 dt [obe- 
dience and  the  counfell  of  the  DevtHyfo  much  hath  this  ahvajes 
pleafed  him  from  the  beginning.  'But  they  verily  when  they 
p Rom  t ' * were  HAked,  were  yet  afbamed ; you  repute  the  fame  thing  wor - 

Piul°  slip.  thy  pray fe,4ccordtngto  that  of  the  Apofile,  P glorying  in  your 
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flame*  4 After  what  manner  therefore  can  thy  wife  from  q Quonam  igr. 
henceforth  behold  thee  returning  from  fetch  a contumely!  how  turtepaftodc- 
cart  fie  entertain*  or  fpeake  to  one  fo  unworthily  defiling  the  uxo^Italfcon- 
condition  andfex  of  womans  nature  ; yea  and  returning  a cap-  tumelia  rede- 
tive,  a fervant  of  an  whortfh  woman  from  fuch  a ffeftac/e.  untem  ? quem- 
If  then  you  grieve  when  yon  beare  the fe  things , I con  fife  that  -dmodu  fufei- 
l give  you,  and  owe  you  the  greateft  thankes . For  who  is 
that  doth  comfort  me,  but  he  who  is  made  fbrrowfull  by  me!  * u w 


nc  nature 


IVberefcr  ccafc  not  to  mou/ne  for  this  licentioufnefe,  and  oft  muliebris  con- 

to  be  griived  for  it.  For  this  grief e will  be  made  unto  you  a be - ditionem  fex- 

o inning  of  converfion  untc  better  things.  Wherefore  I have  urnTJe 

more  earneftly  prefed  my  [peech , that  / might  free  you  by  a 

more  deepe  tnctfion  from  their  corruption  by  whom  you  are  in - captivum  fer- 

toxicated,and  might  revoke  you  to  pure  holme fe  of  minds'  which  vumque  rede- 

venly,  together  with  the  promt fed  rewards  of  piety  , we  may  alt  untem  mulieris 

happen  to  enioy  by  the  grace  and  mercy  of  our  Lord  lefts  *ornicatisa&c? 

Chrifr)  to  whom  with  the  Father  and  the  holy  Ghoft  be  glory 

forever  and  ever,  Amen.  In  * his  y.  Homely  upon  tJMa-  rTom,2.  Col. 

thew ; he  proceeds  thus  againft  Playes,  and  Piay-haun*  5 9*6oAs. 

ters.  But  what  doe  l fpeake  oft  he  /pace  of  the  long  iourney  of 

the  wife  men  to  fee  Chnft , when  * as  many  women  are  now  * And not 

growne  to  fuch  an  height  of  effeminacy  of  minde,  that  they  can - 

not  fo  much  as  come  a very  little  difiance  from  their  houfes  to  coached  to 

fie  the  Lord  in  a fpirituall  manger,  unlejje  they  be  carried  up-  the  Church  be- 

on  tJAules  ? But  ojtbofc  alfi  who  verily  can  tndure  the  patne  it  never  To 

of  walking, fome  preferre  the  tumult  of  worldly  bn  fine  fe,  others  n€Cre  t^iein  ? 

Theatrical! routs,  or  P lay -houfie  meetings,  before  holy  A ffens- 

blies.  Verily  thefi  Barbarians  before  they  had  fee  ns  Chnft, 

overcame  fo  great  a tourney  for  htm ; thou  verth , no  not  after 

thou  haft  feene  him > do  ft  like  to  imitate  him.  f For  even  when  : q ^ ^ 

then  haft  feene  him,  thou  fo  reltnefuificft  him,  that  after  him  Plav\*mnteri 

thou  runneft  to  PUy-heufes^nd  doft  rather  defire  both  to  heare  would  but  con- 

andto  fee  a Stage-pU,er,then  htm : And  that  l may  touch  the  fider  this  I me 

fame  things  againe  that  I followed  before , thou  verily  leaveft  thinfees 

Chrtft  placed  in  a Spiritual!  Manger  y but  thou  haft  eft  to  fee  a 

hearts  with  {hame  and  griefe,  and  caufe  them  to  renounce  thefe  Playqs,  to  follow 
and  embrace  their  Mefled  Saviour. 
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Strumpet  lying  on  the  Stage.  But  of  what  punifhments  now  At 
la  ft  dee  we  thtnke  tuts  worth ) f An  freer  1 befeechjoH\  if  any  one 
fhonldpromift  he  would  bring  thee  unto  the  King,  and  would 
/hew  thee  him gltttermg  on  every  fide , and  fitting  amideft  the 
feveraH  ornament:  of  htf  pompe  and ft  ate ; do  ft  thou  thtnke  thou 
fbon'deft  prefer  a Stage - play,  before  this  eourtly  dignity , though 
there  expelled  ft  no  benefit  to  accrue  unto  thee  by  it  ? Verily  out 
of  tits  Table  there  foxes  afountaine  of  [pirituall  good  things , 
and  thu  thou  prefently  leavings  runneft  go  the  Theater , that 
thou  maft  fie  apvrmmmg  woman,  and  thou  beholdeft  that 
fiex  exp  3 Jed  to  the  puhifte  view : / fay,  that  thou  mat  ft  fee  thts , 
thou  leaveft  Chrtft  fitting  by  the  fountain e of  heavenly  gifts * 
x I j’m  6,  3tc.  por  men  now  he  fits  net  oxely  upon  c that  one  Samaritan  Well, 
but  jpeakrth  to  the  whole  ( itty « But  perchance  even  now  he 
ft  cakes  on  Ay  to  the  Samaritan  woman : for  even  now  no  man 
/lands  by  him ; fave  oueh  that  feme  perchance  are  prefi  nt  onely 
with  their  bodies,  but  others  tru  *iot  fo  much  as  with  their 
bodies*  Tjotwithftandtnghe departs  not,  but  ftates,  ar.fi  de- 
man doth  drinks  cf  us  not  water . but  holtne/fe  : For  Chrift  de- 
fiributeth  holy  things  to  holy  men . For  he  doth  not  give  m wa~ 
ter  out  #f  this  Well. but  living  Blood , u h ch  albut  it  be  received 
to  teflsfie  the  Lords  death,  yet  to  u*  it  \»  made  a c»uft  of  life. 
But  lists  leave  ft  the  fount  aine  cf  his  blood,  and  tbs  cxead/ull 
cup.  And  runneft  ha  fitly  to  that  diaboh  sail  well  that  thou  tnutfl 
It  fc:mes  by  hchotd  * afwtmming  whore  y and  /offer  a [htpwrackg  ; thy  Joule* 
G$i  •;  in  A-  ^or  ***ter  iS  a Cfrtaii1e  wft  (ea  of  luxury , in  which  bodies 
<5tors,  did  now  are  *9(  drowned,  but  fcules  fuffer  ftt^wracke-  For  Jhe  verily 
and  then  to  rc-  being  naked  ft  or  ts  her  ftlfe  with  fwtmmsng  in  the  n.tdeft  0 the 
frelh  and  ex  hi-  waters,  but  then  looking  on  her  from  an  high  fce.ffoid  art  plan- 

ci  atc  their  ^ -nf0  ^ 0fluftt  fGr  theft  nets  of  the  D evilly  doe  not 
ialcivious  Spc-  * , t .11 

dr  itors^bring  a f°  mH€b  eaten  thofe  who  dffeend  tnio  that  water,  and  there  roil 

kinde  of  Ci-  themf elves, as  thofe  who  fit  above  For  thefe  are  drowned  farre  | 

fterne  upon  the  more  cruelly ,u  then  thatVYzx  ioh  heretofore  who  was  overwhelm 

" 7 wherein  med  with  his  Chariots  & Hrfftmen*  No w it  were  vo/fib te  by  any 

n ed  Whores 

did  twim,  and  bathe  themfelves  betweene  their  Adis  and  Scenes : whi-  h wickedj 
i mpudent,  execrable  prafhee,  this  holy  Father  doth  here  lharpely  and  excellently 
dc  daime  agayaft,  ® Exod,  14. 
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meases  for  me  to  fiiew  unto  you  the  foules  fwimming  upon  theft 
waters,  truely  they  would  appear e no  otherwife,  then  thofo 
Egyptian  bodies  that  were  tojjed  in  thofe  foods.  But  this  ve- 
rily is  far  more  dangerous  that  this  fo  great  deftruftion  they 
call  pie  afore , and  this  filthy  fea  of  perdition , they  fl tie  the  Buri - 
p us  of  delight  • when  as  verily  one  may  more  eafily  and  fofelj 
paffe over  the  tsEgaan,  andTyrrhentan  fea,  then  the  horrible 
dangers  of  this  fpectacle.  For  firfiof  all  the  cDcvtll  doth  fol- 
hate  the  hearts  of  foch  all  night  long  with  an  over - anxious 
exped aiton, afterwards  he  reprefents  that  which  hath  bcene  fo 
greedily  beheld,  where  with  he  doth  prefently  bmde  and  lead 
them  captive . Neither  may  eft  thou  thmke  thy  felfe  free  from 
finnes , if  thou  doefl  net  couple  with  an  harlot , when  as  thvU 
dofl  commit  all  this  with  thy  will.  For  if  thou  art  pojfefied  by 
this  concHpifcenciy  thou  art  verily  burned  with  a greaser  flame. 

* But  if  by  beholding  thefe  things  thou  foffreft  nothing , net-  * ^ct  be 

withft  andtnq.  thou  art  guilty,  in  beinq  a fc  and  all  unto  others ; mi^  obier  ved^ 

and  by  thy  encouragement  of  focb  pleajures  thou  thy  (eye  -haUrtt  s 

con fomde ft  both  thine  own  e face.andwith  thy  face  thy  foule.But  * 

that  we  may  not  feeme  to  deale  enely  by  way  of  reproofo,  we  will 

now  propound  the  meanes  of  reformation.  What  then  is  this 

meanes  of  amendment  t I deliver  you  to  your  ownc  wives  tv  be 

inftrufted,  when  eertainely  you  ought  rather  according  to  the 

Apoftle,  * to  be  inftru&ors  of  your  wives.  But  becaufe  £ 1 CGr-  xi.  j 

by  finne  the  order  is  inserted , and  the  body  is  made  the  fupertor,  c:'P',4  3 5* 

the  head  the  inferior,  let  it  not  grieve  you  to  returne  to  honefi 

things  by  this  way.  But  if  thou  art  afbamed  of  the  tut  or  [hip  of 

4 woman • avoyd finne,  and  thou  matft  quickly  afeevd  into  the 

chftire  of  a Doftor , which  is  ordained  for  thee  by  God . But  as 

long  as  thou  [halt  finite,  the  Scripture  doth  fend  thee  net  enely 

to  an  woman , but  even  to  irrattonall  and  the  bafcfl  creatures. 

Neither  doth  a creature  endued  with  the  honor  of  reafion  blujh 
to  become  a Scholler  of  the  Bee  and  the  Ar.t : neither  is  this 
the  fault  of  the  Scripture \ but  oft  bo  fit  who  have  lofl  their  ordne 
nobleneffe.  Therefore  we  alfo  will  have  a care  to  doe  thus.  And 
now  verily  we  ajfigne  thee  to  a woman  to  be  taught : but  if 
thou/halt  conternne  hrr  admonitions,  we  will  even  fend  thee  to 
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the  tntorjhip  of  unre a finable  creatures . For  ret  ml f jhew  thee , 
here  many  birds  And fifhes,  yea  hove  many  ktndes  of  beafts  and 
creeping  things  outftnp  thee  in  hone  fly  and  chafttty . But  if 
then  art  afhamed  to  be  compared  to  fuch  creatures , returne  to 
the  enfigne  of  thy  owne  nobleuejfe,  and  rcntembnng  that  vafi 
Sea  of  Hell,  and  fiery  River , avert d this  pefitferotu  Fifh-pond 
of  the  Play-houfe . * For  this  is  it  rvhtch  doth  drorvne  its  Spe~ 
tlators  in  that  fiery  Sea,  and  which  doth  kindle  the  very  bat- 
tome  of  that  firs . For  if  he  who  without  thefe  provocations  feeth 
a woman,  is  yet  notwithfianding  dravene  fome times  to  luft  af- 
ter her,  and  commits  adulters  onely  by  luff  tug ; he  who  not  one- 
ly  fifth } but  like  wife  earnefily  beholds  a naked  and  Ufistutous 
women  with  his  whole  minde,  how  is  he  not  a thoufand  times 
mads  the  captive  oflafil  That  great  Flood  under  Noah  did. 
not  foextmgutfh  ntankindc,  as  thefe  fwimmers  doe  altogether 
fuffocate  all  therr  ffieftators  even  with  much  difgracc . For 
that  food  although  it  brought  in  the  d:ath  of  bodies, yet  it  blot - 
ted  out  the  vices  ef  font  ft,  But  this  water  doth  else  contrary •. 
it  worses  the  defirucUcn  of  foulcs , the  bodies  fitll  continuing 
in  Ufe  : * Ton  verily  if  that  any  contention  about  honor  artfeth * 
Contend  with  all  ambition,  that  you  oujht  to  have  prehsmir.er.ee 
who  cl'i-v*  *h~  °f  l^e  while  world  • flattering  your  fives  wtihihis  \rrjdtdge ; 
felfcfameYiipc-  } that  this  Citty  did  firil  give  :he  name  of  Chriithns  to, 
rioricy  becaufe  the  faithful!  • but  when  you  jhould  contend  abcui  hone fly  and 
of  Peters  chaire  chafhty,  are  y.unet  afbamed  left  you  fhould  be  overcome  of 
fhM*  h hir  the  very  bafeft  villages  ? Tesfajefi  thou.  But  what  then  d^e 

wh^ni  s^peter*  commayi^  ni  to  &oe  - Togoeinto  defer  t tJMount  nines f 
w.is  firft,  yea  and  to  become  sJHcnkes  1 A*d  what  elfe  dee  / lament,  but 
the  m-ft  Bifnop  that  thou  ihmkeft  an  honeft  and  pure  life  belongs  onely  totheml 
of  Antioch.  Vertly  Chrifl  Bath  oiven  common  precepts  unto  all  men.  For 


* Let  the  Ro 
m mills  ob- 
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e*  \6'  where  he  faith,  z If  any  man  looke  upon  a woman  to  luft 
Him.U.cV  a^tei  ^ee  ^ath  ^eady  committed  adultery  with 
The  Difciples  her  in  his  heart : it  is  not  onely  fpoken  to  a t J^Ionkje,  but 
were  firft  cal-  hkewife  to  an  Hufband . For  that  Mount  am e tn  which  Chnft 
led  Chriftians  taught  thefe  things  was  then  filled  almoftcnly  with  fitch . Confi • 
* 18  ^er  t^£reforc  ^ja:  Theater,  and  avoyd  their  'Diabolic all  AJfetr.- 

- n‘*’a  _•  bites,  and  doe  not  as  it  were  blame  my  more  trouble  fome  fteech. 
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fjr  I prohibit  not  marriages  ytor  honefi  pl?ai fare  ; but  / would 
hive  it  to  be  dwewttb  honefly,  not  with  obfcenity  or  finne . I 
doe  not  therefore  bid  the  goe  into  Amount  at  net  and  Deferts,  but 
to  be  beaut  if  all,  and  likewife  honefi  and  mode/},  even  whiles 
thou  Itve ft  tnthe  mtdefl  of  the  (tty.  The  Apofile  tells  usy 
* The  time  is  fhort,  it  remaines  therefore  that  thofe  & I Cor.7.1.% 
who  have  wives  bee  as  if  they  had  none ; for  the  fafhi-  30^1. 
on  of  this  world  pallet  h away.  As  tfhe  fhould  fay , / bid 
you  not  to  dwell  in  the  tops  of  Mount  awes,  although  I defire 
that  likewtfe,becaufe  Qstties  imitate  the  abominations  commit- 
ted in  Sodom  ; but  yet  1 doe  by  no  mear.es  force  you  to  it . Con - 
ttuae  having  an  honfe,  wife,  children,  onelj  doe  not  make  them 
Spectators  of  tnceftuous  pie  afar  es , doe  not  thou  introduce  the 
plague  of  the  Theater  into  thtne  boufe.  Doe  ft  then  not  hear e 
Paul  faring, ; b The  man  hath  not  the  power  of  his  bo-  1 Cor.  7.4. 
dy  but  the  woman  ? Therefore  he  hath  a/fo  given  common 
precepts  to  him.  Thou  verily  tf  thy  wife  frequent  the  Church 
becenmeft  a mofl grtevoiti  accufer  of  her  r but  thou  thy  felfe 
(pending  the  whole  day  tn  Tlay-houfes  do(l  not  believe  thy  felfe 
to  be  worthy  of  accufation : bat  when  as  thou  art  fo  vigilant 
over  thy  wives  chaftj,  that  thou  art  not  ajhamed  to  be  cxcef- 
five  and  immoderate , keeping  her  oft-times  from  neceffary 
tourney  esy  yet  thou  thtnkeft  that  all  things  are  very  law  fall  to 
thy  felfe.  Bat  Paul  doth  not  permit  this  to  thee , who  hktwtfe 
giveththe  fame  power  to  the  woman.  c I^t  the  mm,  faith  hey  « 1 Cot.  7. 
givre  unto  the  wife  due  benevolence,  flow  then  is  thy 
Wife  honored  by  thee  who  is  vexed  wtib  (ach  an  undeferved 
tniury , when  as  thou  doefl  ioyne  thy  bed)  which  is  in  her  power , 
to  harlots  ? For  thy  body  is  thy  wives . what  honor  l fay  doji 
thou  give  unto  her , when  as  thou  bridge  ft  tn  tumults  and  con- 
tentions into  thine  owne  hottfe,  when  as  thou  atterfl  fuch  things 
in  the  market  place,  that  whiles  thou  relate  ft  them  at  home, 
thou  difgraceft  thy  wtfe  that  heares , and  make  ft  thy  daughter 
that  is  prefent  to  b'ujh , and  be  [ides  ethers  thy  owne  felfe  l For 
it  were  much  better  to  keepe pkr.ee , then  to  utter  fuch  obfeene 
things,  which  tf  thyfervants  (hoald  bat  jpeafe  ofyit  were  tuft  for  ^er  of  1 his 
thee  to  cadgle  them.  * tAnfwer  I pray,  what  fattsfaElion  can  ft  Qusre* 

[jZ&  2 thou 


Hiftrio-Majiix. 


Part,  i* 


T 

4ii 


thou gtve,w'o9  beholdefi  theft  things  with  great  delight  which 
are  not  law  fall  to  be  named  f and  prcferrefl  thofe  things  which 
are  difroueft  for  to  name  before  all  hone  ft  and  holy  Arts  ? Left 
therefore  I fhould  feeme  more  troubleforne,  / will  hen 
end  my  fpeech : But  if  you  perfevere  in  thefe  things  ft  will  launch 
tviib  a [harper  rafor,and  ma^e  a more  deep  tncifioTv, neither  wil  I 
a Tom. 2.  Col.  ezgr  reA  unt I breake  in  pieces  that  Diabolicall  Theater , that 
2,97.298,199,  the  sAffcmbly  of  the  Chuch  may  be  made  cleave  and  pure  : So 
300.  (halt  we  be  freed  from  the  prefent  turpitude,  and  acquire  life  to 

come  by  the  grace  and  mercy  of  our  Lord  Iefus  Chrtft ; to  whom 
be  glory  and  dominion  with  the  Father  and  the  holy  Ghofi  fer 
ever  and  ever.  Amen,  In  his  d 38.  Homily  upon  xjiiat hew, 
upon  thefe  words ; It  frail  be  eafterfor  Sodom  and  Gomor - 
rah  in  the  day  of  Judgement  then  for  thee  : hee  falls  into 
this  exclient  difeourfe  againft  Stage-playes  and  their-  1 
concomitances.  The  Sodomites  though  they  lived  moft  j 
wickedly, yet  they  finned  before  the  Law  ana  Grace:  butwbst 
pardon  are  we  worthy  of  who  commit  fuchfinnes  aftrr  fo  dtlu 
gent  4 cart  both  of  the  Law  and  Cj  race  ? We  [out  our  gates 
and  flop  our  earei  to  the  poore ; what  fay  / to  the  poore , when  as 
ws  doe  the  fame  to  the  Apofilrs  themfelv :s  f Tea  therefore  to 
she  poore  free  an fe  we  doe  it  to  the  Apofiles,  For  when  ru  Paul 
bs  read  pubhkyly  and  thou  doft  not  regard:  when  as  lohtl  I 
thunders  and  thou  doft  not  he  are ; wilt  thou  he  are  a poore  man 
who  do  ft  nst  heare  an^Apofilc  ? 7 hat  our  heufes  therefore  may 
be  open  to  the  poore,  and  our  eares  to  the  Apofiles,  allfiuhi- 
neffe  is  to  be  purged  out  of  the  eares  of  the  minde.  For  as  filth 
and  dirt  are  wont  to  flop  the  eares  of  the  body  ; fo  whortfb  fongs,  l- 
^ the  fables  of  this  world,  the  burthen  of  Debtors,  the  accounts  of 

Creditors  aud  ufury,  are  wont  to  flop  the  eares  of  the  minds 
more  then  any  filth*  Or  rather , they  doe  not  one ly  fiep  them , 
but  alfo  make  them  impure  and  filthy , For  fuels  fpeecbes  dee 
as  it  were  caft  dirt  into  our  eares,  T hat  which  that  Barbarian 
« z Kin^iS.  17  did  threaten  Jay  mg;  c You  fball  eate  your  ovvne  dung ; 

even  that  doe  many  now  unto  you , not  m word  onelyftut  in  deed , 
yea  verily  even  far  worfe  and  filthier  : ( For  whortjh  foigs  are 
much  wore  abominable  then  dung. ) ^/ind  that  which  is  wer ^ 

to 
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to  be  indured^ou  doe  not  or.clj  not  grieve  when  as  you  he  Are  fucb 
things , but  y oh  Itkewtfc  laugh  And  retoyce • And  when  as  you 
ought  to  avoyd  And  Abominate  thefe  things , yon  extertaine  and 
Applaud  them.  Therefore  if  thefe  things  be  not  Abominable, 
doe  thou  thy  felfe  hkewife  defcend  upon  the  Stage,  And  imitate 
that  thou  prayfefi,  have  fociety  and  commerce  with  thofe  who 
move  fitch  laughter : but  if  thou  wilt  not  he  coupled  in  that  fel- 
lowfbip*  why  dofi  then  give  fo  great  honor  to  it  ? The  very 
law:s  of  the  Gentiles  make  them  to  be  4 infamous  : but  thou  to - 
gether  with  the  whole  Citty  being  all  called  together  9runnefi 
out  to  them  as  to  t/$mbdffadors,  or  Generals  of  the  Warre  3 
that  thou  together  with  all  the  re [l  maifi  put  dung  into  thine 
cares  : and  thou  who  be. it  eft  thy  frrvaxt,  if  he  utter  any  filthy 
thing  in  thy  prefence,  who  perm-.tteft  not  thy  Sonne  to  doe  it  \ 
who  dofi  not  fuffer  thefe  things  to  be  done  at  thine  owne  honfe 
as  being  an  undoubted  fi! thine ffe ; when  as  certaine  fervile  abiefl 
perfons  who  deferve  the  Whipping  poft  (hall  call  thee  to  hears 
thefe  things,  dofi  no:  one ly  net  take  tt  it l,  but  even  retoyce ft,  yea 
applaudefi , and  give  ft  t hanker.  And  what  madnejfe  could  ever 
be  found  greater  then  this  f But  fay  aft  thou,  l never  ffake 
nor  fung  thefe  ebfeens  things , thefe  incentives  of  plea  fare.  But 
wh.it  profit  is  it  yif  when  thou  dofi  not  setter  them, yet  thou  hear  eft 
them  willingly  f Tea  how  wilt  then  make  this  evident  that 
thou  dofi  not  utter  them , when  as  thou  dofi  willingly  heare 
them  with  laughter,  and  runnsfito  receive  them  ? Tell  me  / 
pray  thee,  when  as  thou  heareft  Blasphemers,  dofi  thou  retoyce 
and  trismphyOr  r other fiofl  thou  tremble  and  flop  thine  eares  ? I 
doubt  not  but  thou  tremble fi ; wherefore  t becaufe  thou  never 
art  wont  to  blafpeme.  wherefore  doe  fo  hkewt fe  in  filthy  fpceeb, 
if  thou  wilt  thorowly  per) wade  us,  that  thou  dofi  not  utter  fil- 
thy words , then  trusly  will  we  believe  thee  when  as  we  /hall fee 
thee  not  to  hi  are  them. For  how  dofi  thou  refpett  vertue.wh)  art 
n our  fir  d by  hiring  thefe  things  ? how  canfi  thou  undergo* 
the  difft.  nit  labours  of  chafiuy,  who  aboundefi  with  laughter, 
aodart  infrared  with  a whortfbfing : For  if  the  fiule  which 
is  font  7 emote  from  thefe  fongs,  doth fear  ce  retaine  the  honefiy 
tfcbzftitjy  how  can  he  live  chaftly  who  Imetb  m theft!  Are 
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you  ignorant  that  roe  are  more  prone  to  vices  ? when  therefore 
we  rnn  unto  thefe  things  with  hafl  and  carneflncffe^bsw fbali  roe 
avoyd  the  furnace  of e ter  nail  fire  ? Have  you  not  heard  Paul 
f Phil.  4. 4.  fay  tug  : f Rtjoyce  in  the  Lor d- He  bath  fatd , in  the  Lord, 
not  m the  DevtH . How  therefore  canfl  thoti  beare  Paul, 
when  thou  floalt  perceive  that  thou  hafl  finned,  when  as  thou 
art  alwayes  as  tt  were  made  drur.ke  with  thefe  ridiculous  Spe- 
ftacles  ? For  that  thou  came fl  hither  now,  l wonder  not ; yea 
verily  I wonder  greatly.  For  thou  camefl  hither  as  it  were 
finsply  and  perfunftoril) : hut  thou  rufloefl  thither  daily  with 
ad  earneflneffe  of  minde , with  [peed,  with  alacrity  : which  ap- 
peares  by  this  ; becaufe  that  mofl  filthy  finne , which  by  your 
fight  and  hearing  hath  beene  tnfufed  into  your  Joule , you  cany 
along  with you.fom  the  Theaters  to  your  houfes ; yea  verily  you 
take *t,  and l ay  it  up  tnyour  mindes  and  thoughts  : and  thofe 
things  which  are  not  worthy  dsteflatton  thou  difdamefl , but 
abominable  things  thou  admirefl  and  lovefl.  For  many  retur- 
ning from  the  office  of  burying , have  prcfently  gone  into  the 
5 Marke  this  O bath ; but  thofe  who  come  from  © PUy-houfes  have  neither 
Play  haunters,  mourned,  nor  powred  out  fountains  of  teares . Tet  truely  4 
car  cafe  hath  no  uncle  aneffe  • but  finne  doth  fo  defile  men,  that 
no  fountaines,  no  rivers, but  ottely  t cares  and  confejflon  can  wajh 
it  away.  But  there  is  no  man  who  dtfcernes  how  great  the 
femes  of finne  are . For  becauje  we  feare  not  things  that  are 
to  be  feared,  therefore  we  feare  thofe  things  which  have  no 
b They  had  in  caHfg  °ffcar*  in  them.  Tut  what  is  this  fo  great  noyfe  of 
thofe  dayes  Theater  men  ? what  thefe  Diabolic  ad  clamors  ? what  this  Sa - 
tome  few  wo-  tan: cad  ap  pared  f One  being  ayong  n.an  hath  his  hatre  combed 
Actors .*  backward,  and  effeminating  nature  tn  his  countenance , appa- 
io  Homily  u re^>  Pacc> An^  fuc^^Key  ftr*vei  t0  deduce  it  to  the fimilttude  of 
on  Mathew,  he  a tender  Virgin.  Another  on  the  other  fide  being  an  old  man , 
{tiles  Farnina  having  his  hatre  and  all  mode  fly  fijaven  off  with  a rafor , fland- 
Tbeatralcs:  The-  tng  by  girt,  is  ready  to  fleake  and  to  aft  all  things « h Women 
atricall  wo- 
men : In  imitation  of  thefe  fome  French-women3or  Monfters  rather  on  Michael- 
mas Terme  1619.  attempted  to  a&  a French  Play, at  the  Play-houfe  n Black- friers: 
an  impudent,  (hamefull,  unwomanhh,  gracelefle  , if  not  more  then  whonih 
attempt. 
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alfo  with  a naked  and  uncovered  head  fteaftro  the  people  with - 
out  Jhame,and  ufurpe  tmpudency  to  them  (elves  with  fo  great 
premeditation , and  tnfufe  f?  great  lafctvioufneffe  into  the 
mindes  of  the  Hearers  and  Spectators,  that  all  may  feeme  evtn 
with  one  confent  to  extirpate  all  modefty  out  of  their  mindest 
to  dsfgrace  the  female  nature,  and  to  fatiate  their  luffs  with 
pernicious  pie  a fare.  For  all  things  that  are  done  there  are  abfo- 
Ititelj  moft  chfcene , the  words , the  appa^eti,  the  tonfure,  the 
pace,  the  fpeeches , the  fongs,  the  duties,  the  turnings  and 
glances  of  the  eyes,  the  pipes,  the  flutes,  and  the  very  argument 
of  the  Tlayes,  all  things  ( l fay ) are  full  of  filthy  wan  tonne  ft. 

Say  therefore,  when  wilt  thou  withdraw  thy  fielfe  from  fo  great 
an  uncle  ant  defire  offanicatim  which  the  Devill  hath  tnfufrd 
into  thee,  and  repent.  1 For  we  are  not  ignorant  how  many  % Th'ofc  there- 
whoredomes  a7e  there  committed,  how  many  marriages  are  fore  that  would 
there  defiled  with  adulteries  ; how  many  men  are  there  ^ly^theh* 
ntofi  unnaturally  abufed  ; how  many  yon g men  are  their 

firangcly  effeminated;  all  things  there  are  furl  ef  ths  high-  husbands,  heir 
efi  intejuity,  all  full  of  prodigies,  ad  full  of  wi  pudency.  For  children  chaft, 
which  things  we  ought  rot  to  fit  laughing  excijjively , but  -et  them  keepe 
ther  to  mourne  and  grieve  even  with  teares.  tFhat  therefore  pj1^1  honf  ' ^ 
W:/l  you,  matfl  thou  fay ; jhallwe  [but  tip  all  the  Play-boufe  J 
doores , and  obeying  thee,  overturn*  all  things  ? k What  had  k Loehere  the 
thou  feud,  (hail  we  overturne  ? vArc  not  aP.  things  now  over-  Icwde^the  per- 
turnsd  t for  whence  do  ft  thou  believe  that  the  unchafte  at  temp • nic.l(ius 
ters  of  mamages  proceed  ? [owe  they  not  from  thefe  cPlay-  Stase-pisycs* 
houfes  ? Whence  are  thofe  who  invade  the  marriage  beds  of 
others  f Are  they  not  from  the  Stage  t fs  it  not  from  hence 
that  many  men  become  mo  ft  trouble  fame  to  their  wives,  and 
that  women,  are  defy  i fed  oft  heir  hufbands  ? Are  not  very  ma- 
ny adulterers  from  her.ee  l Therefore  he  \eemes  to  me  to  over- 
ture aU things  who  runnes to  Play-heufes^wbo brings  in*  moft 
Smell  tyranny  l Thou  wtlt  fay , no  ; to  Jepera  e wives  from  Obje&ion^ 
their  btffbands , to  ravifh  children,  to  cverturne  houfes.  all  ]^0p.vour 
thefe  are  the  a fts  of  Tyrants  who  have  fit  fed  upon  the  Ladle,  pj3yerS  mtj 
and  oppreffe  the  Citty  by  force  ? but  the  things  we  doe  are  k ap-  ppy  haunters^ 
proved  by  thi  lawcs}and  thefe  Stflge-playcs  have  never  given  butfalfely. 
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cccaflon  to  Adulteries,  Tea  verily } who  u not  already  made  ah 


adulterer  f For  tf  1 could  call  all  by  name  / would  quickly  fbew 
it  thee . How  many  have  harlots  led  away  as  captives  from 
thence  ? How  many  have  thy  either  witkdrawne  from  thetr 
wives 3 or  have  not  at  all  permitted  them  to  come  to  thetr  law  full 


Animr°n*  **hat  thereforey  fay  eft  thou,  fhall  we  overturn  all  the 

m The  Left  lawes  bywhich  the  ft  things  are  eft  abhfhed,  ra  Tea  verily y heft 
way  therefore  Stage-playes  being  overturnedyyou  full  overthrow , not  the 
to  fuppreffe.^  lawes,  but  iniquity  yand  you  (hall  quite  extinguifb  all  the  plagues 
daltery, whore-  Ati(l  mtf chief es  of  the  Citty.  For  ft  cm  hence  are  ft  dt  lions  ray  fed) 
tuinuhs0  &°Tli  fiom  ^jtKCe  tHmults  dec  artft.  For  thofc  who  are  nounfted  with 
the  rnjfchiefes  l^efe  FI  ayes,  ( who  fell  their  voyces  for  their  bellies  fake, 
of  the  Comon  who  are  meft  ready  to  Jpcakf,  to  doe  all  things , and  [pend  all 
wealth,  is  to  thetr  patnes  ana  tndnftry  in  this  y ) theft  are  wo  ft  of  all  wont  to 


me  very  jiercejr  veajr.  ssrc  not  many  evtu  aoers  maae  and 
confrmsdby  thefe  Stage-playes  ? For  that  they  may  in  frigate 
all  the  people  to  thefe  things,  that  they  may  obtains  their  danc- 
ing pleafures , that  they  may  corrupt  mod  ft  women  mixed 
with  /trumpets , they  come  to  fuch  a height  of  wtckedneffey 
that  they  doe  not  fo  much  as  abfteine  from  the  bones  of  deed 
men,  what  j hall  l fayy  that  many  fpend  infinite  fummes  of 
mony  at  theft  Dtabolicall  focieiies  ? what  jhall  l fay  of  la{ci - 


» Let  our  Play-  vioufucjfc?  What  of  other  evils  ? * (fonfider  then  that  thou 
Patrons  and  art  he  who  do  ft  overthrow  the  whole  life  of  man,  when  as  thou 


p.nd  other  lnh-  qfa^e  at  leaf  an  example  to  your  (elves  from  the  Barbarfa*sy 

dels  who  want,  vfJowaKttbefiltkiuefs  of  all  theje  Stage-pLyss,  ° pfhatex- 
who  utterly  r 

rejed  all  Stage-playes  lhouM  life  up  in  judgement  againft  them  at  the  lift; 
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cufff  then  canyon  bring  for  y cur  felvesy  if  you  who  arc  new  re- 
giftred  tn  Heaven, you  who  arc  the  companions  and  coheir  cs  of 
Angels  and  ^ rch-  Angels*  jhould  be  found  farre  worfe  then 
the  Barbartans  in  this  thing?  effect  ally  when  as  thou  mat  ft 
* elfe  where  procure  to  thy  fslfe  many  better  comfort • For  when 
thou  wilt  refrefb  thy  minds*  thou  matft gee  into  gardens,  behold 
running  Rivers , contemplate  great  Lakes , locks  *pon  plodfant 
Places y hears  Tinging  Graftoppers,  be  esnverfant  in  the  Tern- 
pies  of  OlFartyrs ; fom  whence  thou  [halt  receive  be  ft  health 
for  thy  body , and  excellent  profit  may  accrue  unto  thy  fouls, 
from  whence  thou  ma'tft  reaps  fingular  plea  fire  y becaufe  no 
Ioffe  y no  grtefe*  no  for  r o iv  fo  Howes ; thou  haft  a wife , thou  do  ft 
not  want  children , thou  absundsft  tn  friends*  all  which  are 
wont  fome  times  to  afford  hone  ft  delight  and  profit . For  what  e* 
more  fweet  then  children  ? What  more  pleafant  then  a ebafte 
wife  to  a moderate  and  chafte  Hufband  l Vertiy  the  Barbari- 
ans them [elves,  when  as  they  had  heard  of  thefe  St  age.  play  es } 
and  the  unfeafonablt  delight  of  fables,  are  reported  to  have  ut- 
tered words  moft  worthy  all  the  inftrufttons  of  Philo fophte.  For 
they  faid,  that  the  Romanes , as  if  they  had  wanted  wives  and 
children * had  devifed  fuch  plea  fires  as  thefe  to  them/ elves*  In 
which  wordsthey  didjhewythat  nothing  could  be  more  fweet  ,mcre 
pleafant  to  him  who  would  live  honeftlyy  then  a mo  deft  wife  and 
children  ? But  thou  wilt  fay , / can  f hew  that  thefe  Playes  hs.ve  Objcft  on. 
done  no  hurt  to  many.Tes  verily  they  doe  very  great  huit  in  that  Anlwer. 
thou  fpende ft  thy  time  tdlely  and  to  no  purpofe,  and  in  that  thou 
off*  reft  a fcandall  unto  others . P For  although  thou  by  A cert  awe  p *- eE  ^ • 
fortitude  of  a fubhme  minde  haft  contraTfed  no  evtll  ftom  a 

thence  y yet  becaufe  thou  haft  made  others  who  are  weaker  ft  u-  th-nk^the' ^ 
dtoiu  of  Stage  playes  by  thy  example y hew  haft  thou  not  con.  receive  no  hurt 
trailed  evill  to  thy  felfe,  who  haft  given  occafion  to  others  of  at  .ill  from 
committing  evtll?  For  thofe  who  are  there  corrupted , as  Well  $Mge-pl;?yess 
men  as  women  y will  all  transfer  re  the  crimes  andcaufe  of  their  rcmcm^cr  ^lig 
corruption  upon  thy  head*  For  like  as  if  there  had  not  beene 
ffettators,  there  had  not  beene  any  to  have  ailed ; fo  becaufe 
both  are  thee  attfe  of  the  finnes  that  are  committed  y they  Jhall 
both  fuffer  the  fire*  Wherefore  all  be  it  by  the  modefty  of  thy 

H hh  minde 
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minde  thou  haft  effected,  that  r.o  hurt  [kotild  come  ttrto  thee 
thence,  * which  I doc  not  thinke  can  be  : yet  becaufe  others 
have  Commuted  many  pmes  by  reafon  of  Plajet , thou  [halt 
undergoe  grievous  pun i foments  for  this  ; albeit  thou  hadft  betne  ^ 
much  more  m ^de ft  and  temperate,  tf by  no  me  arcs  thou  hadfi 
goie  thither.  Let  us  not  therefore  contend  u~profitablyy  nor 
devtfe  paint  excufes,  when  at  one  excufe  may  fuffice  us,  tofite 
fur  from  this  Babiloxilh  St  ewes, to  keep  (ar  off  from  this  Egyp- 
tian Harlot,  andtf  need  be,  to  efcape  naked  out  of  her  bands : 
fo  fhal!  we  receive  great  plea  fare,  when  as  we  are  not  at  all 
pricked  with  the  ft  mgs  of  confci;nccm  So  [hall  we  both  Irve  fo- 
berly  in  thn  life,  and  obiatr.e  future  good  things , by  the  grace 
a>id  mercy  of  uur  Lord  Lefts  Chrtfl,  In  his  74.  Homily  on 
UWztbew,  hee  hath  this  notable  paflage  to  our  puroofe. 

* Torn,!.  Col.  * 'Jftiany  coir.t  into  the  Church  to  he  hold  more  cunoujly  the 
51 4-  51 5«  beauty  of  women,  and  the  fatrenefft  of  jong  men:  * do  ft  thou 
*0-thatthe  not  therefore  wo  .dsr  that  Thunderbolts  are  nit  fent  forth  on 
-mes^vho  gre  ev(r?  fide,  and  to  at  all . fangs  are  not  utterly  ftsbverted  l For 
deepeiy  suilty  thefe  things  are  moft  worthy , not  onely  of  Thunder  belts,  but 
of  this  imne,  a/foof  the  pwufirxent  of  Hell.  But  God  f nee  he  u long- fuff  tng 
would  but  con-  ang  me r ci full,  doth  m the  meane  time  keep*  in  his  anger  th  it 
■^er  r r^r  he  may  leade  thee  to  repentance.  What  doft  thou  O man,  thou 
l'v  ' more  diligently  feck* ft  after  the  beauty  of  women  in  th: 
Church , and  doeft  thou  not  tremble  abuftng  the  Temple  of  God 
..  ' m hxr.  ireat  an  indignity  * Lor  in  the  market  place  thou  bitsft- 

ab  irnpadjciifi-  *fty)**thoufeareftleft  any  onefhouldfte  thee  following  a wo - 
r 0 j heatro  *****  • but  in  the  Church  of  God,  when  as  God  htmfelfe  Jbra  \es 
didicifus,hatc  unto  thee,  and  di  ter  s thee  from  thefe  things,  thou  moft  afr.il 
vcl  ilia  contn-  praftifeft  fornication  and  adultery  in  that  very  time , when  as 
'virus  iftud  **  **  * hundred  out  unto  thee  with  a hud  voyct,  that  thou jhould - 
jv  ititeruin,  m-  eft  fae  ftom  theft  things,  neither  doft  thou  tremble,  nor  ft  and 
evicabnis  r.eg-  amtzad.  * But  theft  things  thou  haft  learned  (f  pray  ob- 
lige ntium  La-  ferveitwell)  ftom  the  moft  unchafte  Theater*,  that  moft 
queusjiiuonti-  contagious  pi agve>  (fo  ftiles  he  the  Play-houle)  that  peflije- 
pi  mor?  'erdi-  V9U6  inevitable  fnare  of  idle  car  ties  per fous, that  vo- 

iic  ibidem  Col.  luptuous  perdition  of  incontinent  people , hath  taught  you  thefe 
things.  Such  is  the  accurfed  fruit  of  Stage-playes,  not 

onely 
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only  to  make  the  Play-houfe,  but  even  the  very  Church 
of  God  akindeof  Brothel!,  as  he  there  more  largely 
proves.  In  his  6<y  Homily  upon  CM  at  hew : 1 finde  this  <j  Tom.i.CoL 
notable  diicourfe.  when  you  are  infeare  and  troubles  you  call  48  7. 46  8,489. 
tbofe  ex  animo  happy,  who  live  a finale  Itfe  in  Mount  awes 
and  Caves;  Oi  l am  not  ignorant  that  thofe  have  fo  filed  thr.fi 
fometimes,  who  living  in  idle* < (ft  (pend  both  day  and  night  m 
7 heaters  and  Plaf-bwfes.  For  albeit  thefe  toay  fieme  to  a - 
bound  with  a thoufand  plea  fur  es$  albeit  rivers  of  pie  afire  might 
be  thought  to  be  prefent  with  them,  yet  they  he  for  the  mo  ft 
part  pierced  tborow  with  many  meft  bitter  darts  from  thence. 

For  tf  any  manjlaS  be  taken  with  the  love  of  any  * Woman-  * 
dancer,  verity  he  (trail  ur.dergoe  a torment  harder  then  any 
War  fare,  more  trouble  fame  1 hen  any  Pilgrimage,  and  he  frail 
pafjethorow  more  mifsrable  dayes  then  any  befieged  (faty,  &c. 
r where  now  are  thofe  who  fit  daily  in  the  P/ay-bcufe  addicted  * ^ ^ nuff 
to  the  Dances  of  the  Devtil,  and  to  pernicious  Songs  ? Verily  boli^oreis^ 
/ am  altogether  afhamed  to  (feake  of  them , but  yet  l muft  perditis  cami- 
tiecds  doe  it  by  reafon  of  your  infirmity.  For  even  Paul  bus  dediti  in 
himfitfe  jaith , f As  you  have  heretofore  given  up  lc2ma  quotidie 
your  members  to  ferve  uncleaneffe,  even  io  now  fcdent?  Pudet 
give  up  your  members  as  fervants  of  righteouf- 
liefle  unto  holinefle.  Wherefore  we  will  now  alfo  make  veruncamen 
diligent  fiearch  into  the  lives  of 1 H at  lots  & corrupt yong  Men  needle  mihi 
who  fit  together  in  the  Dlay-houfe,  and  we  will  compare  them  c,^  proper  in- 
with  the  life  of  thefe  bleffed  ones,  as  farre  as  it  concerns  a plea - 
fantltfe.  u For  the  more  negligent  yong  Men,  that  they  may  fRorndk^  ^ 
live  merrily, are  taken  with  the  fiares  of  the  cplay-koufe : yet  c Thefe  and  no 
if  we  confider  well,  wc  (hall  finde  as  great  a difference  betweene  other  are  the 
the  one  and  the  other,  as  if  a man  fboulcL  hear e Angels  finging  njoftconftant 
an  heavenly  Song,  and  Swine  buried  m the  dirt , grunting.  u XiiJundc^n^m  * 
For  in  their  mouth,Chrift , but  in  thefe  mens  mouthes,the  De~  qUe  vivend^ 
vtll  fpeaketh.  The  Pipes  wtthpu fed  up  che ekes  and  a defor-  gratia  negli- 

gentiores  ju- 

venes  Teens  laquijs  capiunrur  : tantam  enim  fi  perpendimus,  differentiam  inveme- 
mus, quantum  u qnis  cane  ntes.  Angelos  moduiationem  divinam  audiret,  & porcos 
ttercore  defoflos  ac  grunniemes.Ore  namque  lllorum  Chriftus,  iftorum  veru  Dia- 
bolus  loquitur, &c.  Jbidemt 
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med  face  fend  forth  an  uncertain  and  un  Articulate  voyce  tt 
thefe  : but  by  their  mouthes  the  CJrace  of  the  Holy  Spirit , ia 
(lead  of  a Pipe9  a Harpe , and  a Flute,  foundeth  fo  fweetly, 
that  tt  us  impofifible  for  thofe  who  arefaftued  to  clay  and  earthly 
things,  to  Jet  fo  great  pie  afire  before  their  eyes.  Wherefore  / 
rvtfh  that  fome  one  of  thofe  who  are  mad  about  thefe  things, 
could  be  but  brought  to  this  Quire  of  Saints,  and  then  1 needed 
not  to  ttfc  any  more  words,  j4nd  although  we  relate  thefe 
things  to  earthly  men , yet  we  will  Jomewhat  endevor  to  pull 
them  out  of  the  filth  and  dregs.  From  thefe  Jongs  of  Harlots 
a very  fUme  of  Itcfi  doth  prefentlj  fet  the  Auditors  on  fire , and 
as  if  the  fight  and  face  of  a woman  were  not  fuff.cient  to  inflame 
the  minde , they  have  found  out  the  plague  of  the  voyce  too.  But 


* Th?  ill  fruits  and  face  of  a woman,  but  the  * apparell  doth  much  more  trotir 
orcoftlyand  ble  the  SpeUators  \ fo  that  if  any  mere  rude  or  ab:eft  poore 
reTr^cf^ena"’ : mAn  too  much  grieved  at  it  and  oft*  times 

:n  PW houfe s f4}  f bins  unto  himfelfe.  Verily  a Whore  and-a  Whore-m  after. 


j ware,  anajkaU  k»qw  mat  they  rttoyce  in  ttu  vsry  t&ng ; con - 
fider  with, hew  great  comfirt  he  departs,  if  he  be  poore,  bung 
thus  confirmed : and  if  he  be  rich,  he  is  eafily  made  mire  ms- 

. v/  ...  . ... ater  when  a 

tnpft  crafty  Harlut  walketb  about  with  go’den  ornaments,  the 
poore  are  wafted  with  griefe,  tb±t  their  wires  have  no  finch 
thing  : and  the  rich  being  troubled  with  this  fight , when  they 
/had  fee  the  habit,  the  countenance,  the  voice,  the  gefiure,  and 
tfber  things  fill  of  lufi t and  [hall returr.e  hone  ts  their  boufis 

burning 


by  the  fingiug  of  our  holy  men.  if  stnyfuch  dtfeafe  doth  vex  the 
minds,  it  is  prefently  ext ingu  fined,  nd  not  onely  the  voyce 


Whicn  Iwou’d  fhe  children  of  Cookes  and  Taylors,  and  oft-times  cf  So/ vans, 


Part. 


i. 


Hi  ft  rio-SSiaftix . 


42.1 


burning  with  fitch  difhoneft  fire,  defpife  their  wives  as  more 

deformed:  1 Hence cbt&ines  and  brawles , hence  difcords  and  * Thefe  are  0- 

warns  Arife,  hence  death  alfo  oft-times  followes . For  thofe  th?r  fruits  of 

who  are  taken  with  this  kind*  of  in  ft,  a life  with  their  wife  and  T lay-haunting. 

children  fiemes  bitt.r  to  them : thm  all  things  in  their  honfes 

Are  difturbed . Jfo  finch  thing  is  ever  wrought  by  the  qrstre  of 

tJMenkes,  the  wife  may  receive  her  bn  (band  returning  milde 

from  thence } and  voyd  of  all  abfurd  pie  a fare,  fo  that  he  may 

feeme  more  calms  and  quiet  to  her.  a So  that  this  Flay-houfe  z In  thea'rali3 

quire  ( pray  markc  ic ) is  the  Fountain?,  and  ormnall  of  alt  cnorlls 

evils,  cut  that  of  Monies  of  all  goo*  tnings.  One  of  them  jjie  vcr0  mon: , 

makgthtVolz'ss  of  Sheep?'  the  other  convert eth  Wolves  into  chom'r^bana- 

Lambes . But  perchance  we  may  fesme  as  yd  to  have  fpoken  ram  fons  &o- 

nothing  of  pic  a fur  e.  what  therefore  is  more  plea f ant  then  to  rigo  eft  Alter 

live  in  tranquility  of  minde,  lamenting  nothing,  grieving  for 

nothings  and  bewailing  nothing?  Not  with  flan  ding  let  m pro-  j^onos 

ceed  on  further,  and  let  m fearch  out  the  plea  fare  of  both  thefe  convertible*. 

harmonies  and  fight  s,  and  we  fhall finde  the -one  remaining  one-  Ibidem* 

ly  till  the  evening,  fo  long  at  the  Spectator  fitteth  in  the  Play- 

bciifii  but  afterwards  pricking  him  worfe  then  any  fling ; but 

the  other  alwayes  fiourifhing  in  the  minde  s of  the  Spell  At  ers, 

&c.  Aiinficient  teftimony  of  the  acairfcd  bitter  fin- 

full  fruits  of  Stage^piayes*  In  his  8p  Homily  upon  Afd- 

thew,  he  hath  this  ihort  paffage.  b All  th:fe  who  afeend  *>  Tom.a.Coi.. 

to  St  age-play  es  or  to  Harlcts  houfes,  are  Fpirttually  lame ; how  i.B. 

then  fhall  thefe  be  able  to  ft  and  in  battle,  and  not  to  be  caft 

downe  with  the  crimes  of  inccxtincncy  ? In  his  2.  Homily 

again  ft  the  I ewes,  he  writes  thus.  c If  thou  haft  afervant,  «Operu.Tonr 

if.  A wife ; thou  maift  keepe  them  at  home  with  great  authority.  1.  Editione, 

For  if  thou  permitteft  them  not  to  goe  into  the  Flay-hoit fe,  hew  ^ronr^uc*i. 

much  more  are  they  to  be  driven  f ern  the  Synagogue  of  the  To'mV  n ^ * 

lew  si  ? Here  is  greater  mckedncjje  then  there , A Thatvyhich  46  5 . c!  D 

id  done  there,  is  fwne  ; that  which  u done  here,  impiety.  1 d Pray  marks 

fjpeake  not  thefe  things  to  this  end  that  jou  firoitld  fuffir  them  ■« 

to  goe  into  the  P lay-boufe  • far  even  this  is  evtih  but  that 

driving  them  fiom  Flayes,  you  fhGuld  even  much  more  prohibit 

them  f*.n  this*  Coe  too,  tell  me  what  th.u  ytMvffl  to  fee 

II  hb  3 there  f 
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their  Icules, 
then  others 
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them. 
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there?  whether  mm  playing  on  the  Trumpet?  But  thou 
oughtefl  fitting  at  home  jo  four  c out  fghs  ana  ten  us  fa  their, 
tn  that  they  rebeil  again  ft  the  command  of  God ; and  tn  that 
they  have  the  Devtll  dancing  in  the  middifl  of  them.  In  his 
c Homily  of  Saint  Bar laam.  Doe  yc  net  ( quoth  hte  ) fee 
theft  who  defeend  from  Piay-hjufc*  mads  more  effeminate  ? 
this  verily  ts  thecaufe,  that  they  ddt gently  attend  to  the  things 
there  done.  For  when  as  they  jhall  fix  tn  their  mtndes  the  In- 
zer t tons  of  the  eyes-,  the  wreath  tugs  of  the  hands,  the  turnings 
of  the  feet,  and  the  images  of  all  thofefhapcs  which  appeare  t* 
the  dtfiorUGn  of  the  orcumagitated  body,  they  depart  from 
thence.  Is  it  not  therefore  an  unworthy  and  jhamefuil  thing, 
that  thefejbould  take  fi  much  care  tn  procuring  the  defir  ucl  ion 
of  thetr  foules,  and  fee pe  a p.rpetuall  memory  of  the  things  that 
are  there  acted;  and  that  we  whom  the  imitation  of  theft 
things  tjsall  make  ecjuall  to  Angels,  f?ould  not  be  flow  an  in- 
devor  ecyuall  unto  theirs,  to  preferve  tkefe  things  that  are  fpo- 
kjn  ? A good  item  unto  ail  inch  Play- haunters,  and 
Chriftians,  w ho  canr  remember  much  of  a Stage-play, 
but  very  little  or  nothing  of  a godly  Sermon,  which 
concernes  their  foules;  of  which  there  are  now  too  ma- 
ny. In  his  1 5 . Homily  to  the  people  of  Antioch ; he  rheto- 
rizeth  thus*  .S  How  many  Sermon  shave  we  be ft  owed,  admo- 
mfhmg  many  fiupid  ones  that  they  would  utterly  relinquifh  and 
abandon  Theaters , and  the  lafcivious  things  proceeding  from 
thence  ? and  they  did  not  abflctne,  but  alwayes  even  unto  this 
day  ranne  to  the  unlaw  full  ffeclacles  of  Playes  and  Dances, 
and  fet  up  a DtaboLcall  affembly  again fi  the  fulneffe  of  the 
Church  of  God,  and  their  cUmors  brought  from  thence  with 
much  vehcmency , did  defiurbe  the  fingtng  of  this  place.  But 
beheld  now  we  being  filent,  and  Jpeaking  nothing  of  this,  they 
have  of  their  owne  accord  flopped  up  the  Play-houfe,  and  the 
Circus  is  made  unacceffrble.  tA'ad  before  this  many  of  ours 
did  runr.e  unto  them : but  now  all  have  fled  together  from 
thence  unto  the  Church,  and  prayfed  our  Cjod . Seefl  thou 
how  much  gaine  is  made  out  of  feared  For  from  whence  the 
Devill  hoped  to  have  overthrown  our  Citty , ( to  wit,  by  the 

abufng 
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abufing  and  overturning  of  Theodofnis  his  Statue,  the  oc- 
casion of  this  and  the  enfuingh  Homilies)  from  thence  h xeHom.io, 
hath  he  reftercdand  reformed  tt,&c.  Let  us  therefore  ac - adPop.Antio- 
kyewledge  the  fnares,  and  depart  farre  from  them*  Let  us  take 
notice  of  the  precipices  and  net  come  neere  them,  * This  will™ Obfcrve  well 
he  an  oecafion  to  you  of  greatefi  fecurity,  not  to  avoyd  finnes  this  enfuing 
onely,  but  even  thoje  things  alfo,  which  may  feeme  to  be  but  difcourfe, 
indifferent,  hut  yet  may  drive  m unto  finnes ^ as  to  laugh  and  to 
ufe  tcfitng  Ipeechetyfeemeth  trttely  not  to  he  an  apparant  finne, 
hut  yet  it  leads  men  into  tnanifeft  fin  : for  oft-times  filthy  words 
strife  from  laughter , and  filthier  aft  tons  from  filthy  ffeeches, 

Oft-tsmes  from  filthy  /fetches  and  laughter,  rayhngs  and  re - 
proches  arife  • from  rayltng  and  reprechei , blowes  and  wounds  ; , 
and  from  ftrokes  a**d  wounds,  mnrthers  and  manflaughttrs. 

If  therefore  thou  w?i  cefifult  well  for  thy  felfe,  thou  wtlt  not 

onely  avoyd  difhonefr  words  and  deeds , andfirokes  and  wounds, 

and  man  (laughters,  but  even  unfeaf enable  laughter  tl  felfe , and 

fcur  r tlo  us  words , bee  aufe finch  things  are  wont  to  be  the  re  ole 

ofthefe  that  enfue,  1 ; A game,  to  ajeend  up  into  Theaters, and  j itaTheatra 

to  behold  the  combates  of  Horfes,  and  to  play  at  Dice \ feeme  rurfum  afeen- 

nettomany  to  be  an  apparant  finne,  but  yet  they  are  wont  to  dere,&equo- 

Brtng  m infinite  evils  of  life,  * For  the  abode  in  F lay-ben fes 

hath  brought  forth  fornication,  wantonneffe , and  all  tnconru  tr  * ftaWjnon 

nency:  (a  fall  evidence  of  my  Minors  truth  : ) and  the  v-detur.  mult  is. 

beholding  of  the  fights  of  firque-p  lay  es,  hath  b combi  with  # peccaturn  eflie 

reproches,  blows s,  affronts,  and  perpetual!  enmities  : and  the  manmiVa,  ^ 

fiudy  about  D ice.  hnth produced  blafbemies,  Ioffes,  an^er,  revs- 

lings,  and  infinite  other  things  worfethen  thefe . Let  as  not  ferre.Htenim 

therefore  onely  avoyd  finnes.  but  even  thofe  things  that  feeme  to  in  Thsauis 

be  indifferent,  but  yet  draw  us  by  little  and  little  into  thefe  fins,  i'mmoratio  i or- 

For  as  he  that  goes  by  a precipice, although  he  falls  not , yet  he 

'rcmbles,  and  of -times  he  tumbles  downe  being  overturned  by  G,ralcm  iacon, 

'he  very  trembling : fi  he  who  avoydsnot  finnes  af  ar  off,  but  rinentiam  pe- 

perit : & cir- 

enfinmfpeAatio  pugnas.,convitio,  flaeella3contumelias,iuges  inimicit ^ dduvit  i 
^ circa  aleas  ftudmrnj  blafphemiasVjcfturasjiras,  cormtu,..  . . 

miorafepc  produxit;&c.  Ibidem*  Col\  * Loe  I:crV  he  h .?  cl  *•  - 

ftd  Dicing; 
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walkes  by  them  %lives  withfeare  & oft-times  falls  into  them,  for 
he  who  curtoufly  beholds  the  beauties  of  oth:rsya! though  he  com- 
mits not  adultery , yet  he  hathluftcd^nd  according  to  k Chuffs 
fentence , he  ts  made  an  adulterer  : and  oft-trrnes  from 
concupifcynce  it  fclfc,  he  us  realty  carried  into  the  very  finite. 
Let  us  therefore  withdraw  our  [elves  fane  from  finncs . Wilt 
thou  bemodefi?  not  onely  (bun  thou  adultery , but  even  a 
wanton  looke . Wilt  thou  be  far  re  from  filthy  nerds?  ihott 
nsufi  not  onely  avoyd  dtihoneft  fpeeches , but  even  dijfolute 
laughter  and  allconcupifc'nce , &c . Much  more  the  n wan- 
1 Ibid*  Tom. 5.  ton  Playes,and  wicked  Play-houfes.  In  his  1 1 7.  Homily 
Cof.r^CJJ.  te  tye  peCp/c  0f  Antioch,  hee  thus  difcourfetb.  But  doe 
lirVi  *6  a things  which  the  King  hath  done  make  tlsee  forrowfttU? 

An  excellent  Pertly  neither  are  thofe  things  grievous,  dry  they  have  even 
pillage  again  ft  brought  much  profit . For  tcU  me  what  tf.ublefome  thing  is 
Komes  iupre-  done,  that  he  hath  ftspped  the  *P lay-houfe  f that  he  hath  made 
the  Circus  tnaccejfible  ? that  he  hath  excluded  and  overturned 
thofe  fount aines  of  wickednejfe . Would  to  God  it  might  not  be 
granted , that  thefe  fhonld  be  ever  opened  againe . in  Hence 
the  werkes  of  wickednejfe  have  budded  forth  tn  the  fitty  thence 
are  thofe  who  carry  a crime  in  their  very  manners,  fc King 
their  voyces  unto  Dancers,  betraying  their  owne  fahatton  for 
three  farthings , and  confounding  all  things,  &c.  But  now  our 
Citty  feemes  to  be  like  a beautifully  a fair e and  tnodefi  woman* 
Feare  makes  her  more  me  eke  and  honejf , and  hath  freed  her 


rr.acy : and  of 
Antioches  pri 
macy. 

m O that  our 
Magistrates 
would  conli- 
der  this ! it 
would  caufe 
them  then  to 
fuppreftc  all 
Play-houfes, 


as  this  good 


v from  thofe  wicked  ones,  who  have  adventured  to  commit  thefe 

- horrible  wickedneffes.  Let  us  net  therefore  lament  with  we - 


dofm  did. 


mamijh  for  row,  for  I have  heard  many  faying  in  the  CMar- 
ket place.  Woe  unto  thee  Antioch  • what  is  dene  unto  thee  ? 
Flow  art  thou  deprived  of  honor  ? ^And  when  I had  heard  ft, 
/derided  the  childifh  minde  of  thofe  who  fiake  fitch  things . 
For  we  ought  not  to  fay  thefe  things  vow  ; but  -when  thou  {halt 
fee  Dancers yF layers.  Drinkers t Blafpemersy  Swearers,  For- 
fwearers,Lyers,then  ufe  thefe  words.Wee  unto  thee  Citty,what 
is  done  unto  thee.  It  appeares  then  by  this  excellent  dif- 
courfe,  that  Play-houfes  are  the  Seminaries  of  all  vice 
and  mifehiefe:  and  that  thofe  Citties  are  truely  mife- 
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rablc  wherein  they  arc  but  tolerated.  To  pafle  by  his 
n 1 9,  Homily  to  the  people  of  A ntioch , where  he  commends  * Ibid.Tom.j, 
the  condition  of  the  Country  husband-men,  becaufe  they 
had  no  ffeftacles  of  iniquity,  no  Horfe-combates,  norwhorifto  x49- A • 
women , &c.  where  he  withall defences  the  paines  which  Turn* 
biers,  'Flayers,  and  Dancers  upon  the  Rope  did  take  to  make 
themselves  expert  in  thetr  profeftions  • with  halfe  which  la- 
bour men  might  overcome  their  cuftomary  finne  of  [wearing. 

In  his  ° 21.  Homily  t9  the  fame  people  of  Antioch:  How  o lbid.Tomr. 
abfurd  a thing  is  it  (writes  hee)  after  that  mjfticaQ  vejee  Col.i6i,C.I>. 
brought  downe  out  of  Heaven  by  a Cherubin ; to  defile  the  & 167.  A. 
cares  with  whorifl?  fongs,  and  effeminate  melodies  ? Tea  how 
u it  not  worthy  of  extreame  punifhment  to  behold  Harlots , and 
to  praftice  adultery  with  the  fame  eyes, with  which  thou  behsldeft 
the  fecret  and  dreadful!  my  ft  cries  ? and  to  return?  agaiue  to 
thofe  pompes  of  the  Devil  which  thou  haft  renounced  in  thy 
baptifmt  f Now  thefe  pompes  of  Satan  which  thou  renounceft , 
are  Theaters,  and  Cirqse-playes,  And  in  his  P 23.  Homily  t Ibid. Tom.?. 
to  the  Antiochians^  he  hatlnhis  excellent  difeourfe  wor-  Col.  183.  iS4- 
thy  of  moft  ferious  observation.  Beloved , external!  dig- 
nities arc  fitly  mantfefted  by  extrinfecall  ftgnes  that  are  put 
about  them , but  onres  oft  to  be  knowne  by  the  foule.  For  a 
Chrtfttan  ought  not  to  be  feene  onely  by  his  office,  but  like  wife 
by  his  newncjfi?  of  life . "ft  ts  fit  a believer  fhould  fhine  forth , not 
onely  by  thofe  thtngs  which  he  hath  received  from  God.  but  alfo 
by  thofe  things  which  he  himfelfe  performes , and  to  be  man's, 
fefted  on  all  handy  by  his  gefture , by  his  countenance,  by  his 
hab.t,  by  ha  voyce . Now  I have  fpok^n  thefe  things } not 

that  we  fhould  difpofe  of  our  f elves  to  oft  ext  at  ion,  but  to  the 
profit  of  the  beholders • * But  now  from  whence  ft?all  I k^ow  * Aru‘  n?3y 
tbeet  j be  a Chrtft*  I finds  thee  on  every  fide  confpicfsous  by  queftioiT 
the  contraries . For  sf  / would  learnt  who  thou  art  ^either from  to  many  Chri- 
the  ft  ace;  l fee  thee  abiding  in  (fir  qua,  in  Theaters , and  in  (bans  of  our 
iniquities : in  the  course  els  of  wicked  ones,  and  in  the  convex-  tirres;towhoRi. 
tides  of  defperate  hepelefte  men.  Or  from  the  forme  of  thy 
countenance ; / fee  thee  alwayes  laughing  excefftvely , and  moftUfitly  ™ ^ 
d:ffo  lute  Uke  a reel*’*  Hat  hr,  and  vile  wrtbaH:  Or  from  ap^Ue«d, 
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thy  cloths s ; l fro  thro  no  better  appareHed,  then  thofe  rvho  are 
converfant  in  the  Play-hoafe  ; Or  from  thy  followers;  then 
l cade  ft  about  Parafitcs  and  Flatterers  * Or  font  thy  words ; 
l hsare  thee  (framing  nothing  that  is  favorjy  or  necefary,  or 
conf  erring  to  a Chriftian  ItfetOr  fom  thy  tab!e\bsncc  a greater 
accufationwill  appeare . From  whence  then  Iprayjhall  l know 
thee  to  be  a Chnfttan , all  thy  words  and  deeds  profejfing  the 

* O that  this  contrary  ? * But  why  doe  / fay  a Chriftian  f For  thou  art  not 

dc$]n}  r*ieco'  fo  much  as  a man, if  I can  plainely  dtfeeme.  For  when  as  thou 
this  zealous  ° like  an  Affe,  and  plage  ft  the  wanton  as  a 'Bull , and 

flex anii nous  neigheft  after  Women  like  an  Horfe , and  pampereft  thy  belly 

father  were  like  a Bear  e } and  fat  te ft  thy  fie fh  as  a tJMule,  and  retains  ft 
but  little  will  tn  thy  memory  Itke  a Camcti,  and  moreover  ravsneft  as  a. 
con  fi  acred  of  Wolfe,  and  art  angry  as  a Serpent , and  [mite ft  Itke  a Scorpion, 
Clriftians  of  art  craf{7  a F°x* ^ keepeft  the  poyfon  of  wtckcdncffc 

our  times  ' **  av  -4ffe  or  V lPer  J impugneft  thy  Brethren  as  that 

wicked  Dsvtfl:  How  [had  I be  able  to  number  thee  among 
men,  when  l [hall  behold  in  thee  the  ftgnes  of  fuch  a nature  l 
For  feekyng  after  the  difference  of  4 Catechumen ijh , and  a Be- 
litvsr , / am  afraid  that  I /hall  not  finds  the  difference  no  not  of 

* Wicked  men  a man  and  a be  aft*  For  what  [hah  / call  thee  ? * A be  aft  / but 
are  farre  worfe  hea^s  Ari  fj.f]  onely  with  one  of  theft  vices ; but  thou  carrying 

°r  about  all  of  them  together,  proceeds  ft  on  to  a greater  beaftlu 
neff  then  they.  Or  [had  l [hie  thee  a Devtll?  but  the  Devtll 
firves  not  the  tyranny  of  she  belly,  neither  doth  he  love  mony ... 
Since  then  thou  haft  greater  imperfections  then  Men  and  De- 
vils ; how  fhall  we  call  thee  a man?  But  and  tf  it  be.  not  law- 
full  to  call  thee  a man,  how  I p*ay  [hall  we  falute  thee  as  a Be- 
liever ? And  that  which  is  worfe,  neither  being  fo  evilly  dtfpffy 
fed  tdoe ft  thou  thinks  of  the  deformity  of  thy  joule,  nor  yet  conf* 
r'^n*heS  '?Vt  ^eT  •'  but  fitting  tn  a Barbers  flop , * and  trimmg 

. 'id  pfa^ice^of  th  haire  ; taking  aglaffe,  thou  diligently  examine ft  the  com- 
our  effeminate  p opt  ion  of  every  hatre,  and  advtfe ft  with  thofe  that  [land  by, 
and  with  the  Barber  himfelfe,  whether  be  hath  ordered  thofe 
banes  well  that  are  about  thy  forehead.  ts4nd  when  as  thou 
art  for  the  moft  part  an  old  man,  thou  art  not  ajhamed  to  wax 
vsad  with youthfull  vanities.  But  w:  behold  not,  not  onely  the 
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deformity  of  eitr  fettle s;bm  roe  dee  not  fo  much  as  any  whit  at  all 

confider  that  beafilyfhape,  that  Sylla,  or  Chymaera,  accord*™ 

to  the  Poets  Fables,  which  we  bane  piston:  By  all  which  jlc 

is  evident,  that  they  who  rdort  to  Playes  or  Play- 

hoiiles,  have  not  fo  much  as  the  lead  Symptomes  of 

any  Chridianity  in  them ; that  they  are  worle  then 

men,  then  beads,  then  Devils:  and  careful!  snely  to 

adorne  their  hail  e,  their  bodies,  but  altogether  care- 

idle  to  corred  the  grofle  deformities  and  pollutions  of 

their  foules.  In  his  * Sermon ,De  Eleemofyna  e>  Hofftta-  * Tom  5. Col- 

lit  ate  ; hee  acquaints  us  ; 7 hat  lafcivious  and  gawdy  appa-  7%  A. 

roll,  which  all  godly  Chrifliaus  Jhould  leave  to  Dancereffes , and 

lewds  Swgwg-women ; together  with  filthy  and  unfeemely 

pit  afire , are  reputed  comely  in  Theaters  and  Stage-playet,  A 

fuificient  evidence  oftheir  Iewdnefle.  In  his  <14 2*  He-  **Tom.$.  Cel. 

fatly  onthe  tyitts,  and  in  his  r 6 z.  Homily  to  the  people  of  *1}  61 s- 

Antioch,  hee  writes  thus  of  Playes.  But  what  ? mlt  thou  u °™'5g  °J  * 

that  we  compare  the  Trtfon  and  the  Tlay-boufe  together  l f%  * 

T hat  verily  is  a place  of  affiittion,  but  this  of  pleaj urc.  Cfoe  to 
therefore , let  us  fee  what  things  doe  happen  unto  both . There, 
is  much  Phtlofophy : For  where  there  is  fadnejfe , there  alfo 
is  Phtlofophy . He  who  before  did  gape  after  riches , who  was 
greatly  puffed  up,  and  would  fcarce  fujfer  an  ordinary  man  to 
fbcake  unto  him ; be  ts  then  made  humble , feare  and  forrow 
being  fallen  upon  his  foule  like  a cert  awe  fire,  and  foftmng  its 
hardneffe  ; then  he  is  made  forrowfuH , then  hefseleth  4 world- 
ly change, then  he  is  made  ftrongto  all  things . f But  in  the  rPIay-hcufcs 
Play-houfe  all  things  are  contrary  • laughter,  wantohxeffe,  therefore  in 
uncleaneffe.  Diabolical 7 pompe  and  pride,  prodigality,  expence  f-Cbrjfoflomt 
of  time,  and  unprofitable  wafting  of  day  es,  the  preparation  and  j^r^orf”thcn 
tndttPUor.  of  abfttrd  and pithy  luft,  the  meditatton  or  plotting  of  prif0ns,^nd 
adult ery,  the  Schools  of  fornication  and  intemperance,  the  ex - Play-haunters 
hortation  offihhineffe , the  eccafiou  and  matter  of  laughter,  the  more  mifera- 
txamples  of  Uwdneffe . But  it  is  not  fo  in  a pnfonyvhere  is  hu - hle,m°re  ur- 
mtlity  of  minde,  exhortation  and  excitation  to  P hilt fophy,  the  ien  iJ* 

contempt  cf  nor  Idly  things , all  things  troden  under  foot  and 
defftfrd  : Tea  feare  fits  by  as  a SihooUmafter  fitting  him  for 
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all  things  that  hi  ought  to  doe . But  if  thou  wilt  we  will  a game 
inquire  into  tbefe  places  after  another  manner , l would  have 
thee  meet  with  one  man  comming  from  a Flay-houfe , andwith 

* Nota.  another  going  out  of  a Prifon  : * thou  (botddeft  behold  hie  foule 

lozthfomc , diftempered,  and  trusly  fettered:  but  this  mans 
loo  fed,  prompt,  and  almofi  winged,  for  he  returnes  from  the 
Play-houfe  bound  with  the  eyes  of  the  women  that  are  there, car- 
rying bonds  heavier  then  any  iron*,  to  wit,  the  places, words, 
and  habuj  that  are  there.  But  hs  who  goeth  fom  the  Prtfon 
betng  freed  by  ali,wil not  now  thinke  that  he  fuffers  any  grteuon* 
thing  comparing  his  cafe  with  other  mens  • he  now  gives 
thanks*  that  hs  is  not  bound,  he  contemnes  human  things,  fee- 
ing many  rich  men  in  troubles,  and  great  men  there  imprifoned 
for  many  and great  things,  yea  he  will  fuff er  any  uninji  thing , 
fo  valiant  is  he*  {JMoreover  many  examples  of  that  place 
wnl  lead  him  to  thinke  of  the  iudgement  to  come , and  he  wtll 
dread  thofe  places  feeing  them  there  already.  For  as  he  who  is 
there  imprifoned, is  me  eke  to  ait-,  fo  he  alfo  before  the  iudgement r 
before  the  day  to  come  wtll  be  more  favourable  to  his  wife,  his 
children,  hisfervants.  But  men  ret  urr.e  net  fofiow  the  Then - 
ter  ; for  the  hufband  will  behold  the  wife  more  unpfeafantly , he 
will  be  more  cruell  to  his  fervants,  he  will  be  more  jhape  to  his 
t ; ' MaeiftratSj  children.  c Tlay-houfes  caafe  great  evils  in  Ci* ties,  great 
d -tatefrnen  eves, and  neither  dee  we  know  by  this , hew  great.  In  his  u I 2. 
did  but  well  Homily  upon  the  fi>fl  Eptfiie  to  the  Corinthians',  hee  con— 
%Tw~uidS*  ^emnesthd  Heathen  Lawgivers  for  countenancing  and 
iicverToUa-ate  ere(^g  Play-houfes,  in-thefe  enfuing  words*  They 
them  in  a affemble  company  to  Theaters,  bringing  in  thither  * whole 
Common-  qtv.ers  and  tr nopes  of  Harlots,  of  lecherous  Bcyes,  or  Gant - 
wealth.  modes,  who  abufc  even  nature  it  felfe  ; a*;d  they  moke  all  the 

^/'C  1)V°  ' people  to  fit  in  a loftier  place.  , Thus  they  recreate  the  Cslty : 

» ; jcreti  iai’n  they  crown e great  Kings  whom  they  alwayes  admire  for 

chorosjiliic  in-  tbtir  Trophies  and  Ktclories.  x Eutwbat  is  more  trifling  theft; 
d licences  & /£//  honor?  tvhat  ii  more  unpleafant  then  this  pleasure  ? Tdoefl 

pueros  p.uhi- 

cos  qui  injuria  ipfam  naturam  afficiunt3&c.  Such  are  our  common  Play-haunters. 

* O that  Kings  and  Great  Men  would  conlider  this!  they  would  not  then  fo  highly 
« dee  me  chde  bde.,  and  infamous  A&ors, 

thou 
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thou  feeke  then  applauders  of  thy  afttons  oat  of  thefe'?  and  wtlt 
thou,  I pray  tell  me,  be  commended  with  Dancers,  effeminate 
perfons,  Stage  players,  and  Whores  ? And  how  can  this  be  but 


extrestme  madneffe  l For  7 1 would  willingly  demand  of  them]  r Tncfe  are^the 
Is  it  an  hainous  and  unfeemely  thing  to  over  turtle  the  l awes  of  ° ta°e 

nature,  and  to  introduce  unlaw  full  and  wicked  copulations  ? 1 1 


All  will  fay  tt  is  a grievous  and  unworthy  afi; : Tea  they  fesme 
verily  to  ptsmfb  hkewife  this  hainous  offence . Why  then  doji  thou 
bring  in  thofe  Cynjtdt,&  cxolete per fons? Neither  doff  thou  only 
bring  them  in, but  thou  Lkywifc  honorcfl  them  with  innumerable 
and  mfpeakjble  gifts;  And  where  at  thou  pump;  eft  thofe  who  at- 
tempt fuch  things  tn  another  place,  yet  here  then  fftndeft  mony 
upon  them , and  maintain* ft  them  at  the  publtke  charge,  as 
men  deferring  we tl  of  the  Common-wealth*  But, fatft  thou,  Obje<fHorv 
they  are  infamous.  Why  then  deft  thou  frame  them  up?  why  AiUvvcr. 
doft  thou  honour  Kings  by  infamous  per  fans  l why  daft  thou 
kill  (fit ties  f Tea  why  alfe  doft  thou  be (low  fe  much  upon  them  ? 

For  if  they  are  infamous,  infamous  perfens  ought  to  be  banifhed. 

For  why  haft  thju  made  them  infamous  ? whether  as  one  that 

pray  left  them , or  as  one  who  condemn  eft  them  l Verily  as  one 

who  condemn  eft  them.  tJMoreozer,  thou  make  ft  them  infa± 

mousasene  who  condemns  ft  them : but  yet  thou  runneft  to  jee 

them,  yea  and  adm'treft/laudeft  and  applaudeft  them,  as  thofe 

who  are  of  hone  ft  fame,  and  good  repute.  In  his  * Oration  of  * Torr\^Co!, 

the  Kalends^  hee  writes  thus.  T here  is  new  a war  proclah  799 • 

med  agasnft  us,  not  the  ^yimale\ties  invading  us,  or  other  So2”<v'1 

Barbarians  making  incur fans  upon  us,  as  then  they  did , but 

Devils  Uadhg  thetr  pompe  tn  'the  Market  place . For 

thofe  DiabolfCaH  pernofhttions  which  are  this  day  prathfed, 

thofe  feeffesand  revilirgs  in  Playes..  thofe  noClumali  Dances, 

and  thefe  Comedies  which  Jhould  be  biffed  out,  doe  Vanqmfh 

our  Citty  worfe  then  any  enemy  . and  therefore  it  is  meet,  that 

both  the  fe  that  thus  offend,  md  thofe  who  offend  not  fhould  be 

detefted,  mourr.e , and  be  ajhamed ; thefe  vet tlyfor  the  wicked- 

neffes  they  have  committed ; but  thofe  becau\e  they  have  fee  re 

thetr  Brethren  to  have  beene  imme  eft.  For  although  you  your 

feivts  doe  not  thefe  things  ( and  C that  our  ChuiHan  Ma- 

/;/  3 giftrates- 
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giftratcs  who  connive  at  Stage-playes  would  confidcr 
it)  jit  it  is  altogether  unworthy  of  our  religion , if  you 
ftiffereven  others  for  to  doe  them,  whether  they  be  your  fer- 
vent s,  your  friends,  or  your  neighbours.  Whom  God  doth  ban, 
doe  net  thou  commend  • but  he  hate  t every  one  who  liveth  m 
iniquity  though  he  abound  mwe alt h.  It  is  lawful i for  thee  to 
reprove  and  correct  them  for  the  glory  of  God*  But  how  a it 
t'dz^r^  ^avpfu^ t0  ch*dc  for  (jod  } 2 If  thou  fro  alt  fee  a drunkard,  or 
n-ar-ToV* -'•*  a *heefet6r  a frrvant,  or  a friend , or  any  other  that  is  thy  ntigb- 
tftus  nav7,:hen  hour,  either  running  into  a Play-b&ufe,  or  betraying  his  owns 
flnne,thcu  tin-  Joule,  or  [wearing, forfwearing,  or  lying,  be  angry  with  him, 
nors  would  not  pum[h  him,  reclame  him , correct  him ; and  thou  haft  done  ail 
°n*  tktsf07,  God.  In  his  b 6.  Oration.  That  all  vices  arife  from 
^adihamcicfle  fi0*^  1 writes  thus  of  Play- haunters.  Before  the  /aft 
as  they  are.  day , our  freech  to  your  charity  was  parpojely  and  wholy  of  the 

b Tom.f.  Col.  DeVtR.  ait  which  time , feme  verily,  when  as  we  were  dif. 
1 ; 7 courfrng  of  thefc  things  out  of  this  place , did  then  idlely  behold 

tbepompeof  the  Dcvitl  m Play-houfcs,  and  did  then  heare 
whortjh  fo  ngs  ; but  you  did  give  your  mtndes  to  the  moft  plea - 
[ant  (pirituall  Definite.  Who  then  bath  made  them  thus  to 
erre  ? who  hath  avocated  them  from  the  holy  Sheepefold  ? 
€ Let  Play-  * Verily  the  Devstl hath  deceived  them,  but  he  hath  not  decci- 
luunters  then  <vcdyotu  Thofe  therefore  who  runne  to  Play-hcul'es 
conudei  t ns.  are  deceived  and  led  thither  by  the  Devill,  if  this  holy 

* Tom.  5.  Col.  Father  may  be  credited.  And  in  his  d 8.  Homily  of  Re - 

7jo.7  5 1,  pent  an  ce,  with  which  I will  conclude:  hee  hath  this 

memorable  paflage  againft  Stage-playes  and  Flay- 
h cafes,  which  fhould  make  all  Players  and  Play-haun- 
ters for  to  tremble  ; which  paflage  likewiie  fully 
proves  the  Minor  of  my  former  Syllogifme.  We  may 
under  gee  the  paines  of  a faft,  and  yet  not  cbtame  the  fruit  of  a 
fafi.  But  how  } To  wit,  when  weabfretne  from  meate,  but  n*t 
from  finne;  when  we  faft  the  whole  day  in  want,  and  then 

* Stage  playes  fpendwhat  we  have  faved  in  unchafre  PUy-hcufcs.  * Loe  the 
th-benefitof^ ^ ' f**nes  °fafafl>  ^sje  fruit  of  a faft , (much  more  then  of 
aihhciTfailin^  prayer,  °f  hearing,  reading,  receiving  the  Sacrament, 
and  prayers.  3 and  all  other  holy  duties,  which  I oefeech  all  Play- 
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haunters  to  confider)  iswholy  loft,  when  as  we  afcend  the 
P l ay -houfe  of  iniquity,  Mj  jpeech  is  not  curetted  unto  you,  for 
I know  that  yea  are  free  from  this  accufatson.  But  it  if  the  cu- 
ftome  of  thofe  who  are  loden  with  grief e,  when  as  thofe  are  not 
prefent  who  give  the  occ**fton  of  griefs,  to  rufbupox  thofe  who 
areprefrnt . For  what  game  is  it  to  goe  ftp  to  the  PUy-boufiu 
of  wickedneffe , to  enter  into  the  common  [hop  of  luxury,  and 
the  publike  Schocle  of  incontmency  ; or  to  fit  m the  ebarreofpe- 
ft  tierce}  e Bor  if  any  one  (ball  call  the  P lay  - h on fe,  the  chaire  e Loehercan 
of pefhleuce,  the  Schoole  of  incontinence’,  the  [hop  of  luxury,  and  ex  ?.&  character 
the  Scaffold  of  aAuncieaxeffe,  he  fhould  not  offend:  that  moft  & defeription 
wicked  place  being  a Babtionifb  Bret  hell  full  of  many  dtfeafes : jjo^c«n 

when  thou  art  driven  unto  a 'Play-houfc , thou  entreftinto  a dt~  ycil  t^en  j,ut 
rettStewes . The  Devill thus  furwfriKg  the  Citty  with  infer-  loath  it,  when 
naH  flames,  doth  not  new  put  under  ft  allies  of  hsrupe  bejmeared  y °u  read  thi  s 
with  Brimftene,  nor  Marls , nor  Flax,  nor  Pitch , as  that  Bar-  • 
ba  tan  did ; but  things  farre  worfe  then  thefe ; teacher  cm 
fights,  filthy  words,  anointed  members , and  fangs  full  of  all 
lewdneffe . That  Wbore-beufe  then, barbarous  hands  have  bur- 
ned; but  this  Whore- hot* fe  cogitations  more  foolifb  then  Barba - 
rians  have  kindled  ••  this  betngworfe  then  that , fince  the  fire 
is  worfe,whicb  doth  not  wafle  the  nature  of  the  body , but  the 
good  ft  ate  and  dtffofitton  of  the  mrsde.  And  that  which  is 
worfe,  neither  thofe  who  are  burned  doe  perceive  it.  For  if  they 
did  feele  %t,they  would  not  now  fend  forth  fuch  an  effafs  laughter 
in  P/ay-hottfcs.  * Therefore  this  is  the  veryworft  evtll,when  as  f This  is  the 
one  is  weakned,  andyet  knoweth  not  thts,tbat  he  is  dtfeafed  : prefent  condi- 
and  burning  mifarably  and  loathfcmely , doth  not  feele  the  bur - 
r.irg,  what  profit, tell  me,  is  there  then  of  fafting,when  as  thou  burners  vvfio 
drtveft  ihj  body  from  lawfull  nutriment , but  yet  bringeft  in  are  altogether 
wicked  nourtfbment  to  thy  foule  ? when  as  thou fpendeft  the  day  fcnceldfe  of 
fitting  in  the  Theater  beholding  common  nature  deturpated , de-  tjleu‘  difenle,  . 
Permed,  and  unchafte  women  condemned  to  adultery , collett mg  Uie*r 
■here  the  evils  of  every  boufe  ? For  liberty  is  there  given  both 
o fee  fornications,  and  to  hsare  blajpbemtes,  whereby  both  by 
be  eyes,  and  by  the  tare,  a difeafe  may  proceed  to  the  very 
ohU  it  Jelfe ; they  imitate  the  calamities  and  mifeh  antes  of  o- 
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then  from  whence  the  contagion  of  filthweffe  gets  trto  of 
[elves.  Tell  me  therefore*,  what  pro  ft  there  is  of  fafting  y tf  e 
Joule  being  fed  tvi'h  [neb  meatesf  With  what  eyes  wtlt  thru 
behold  thy  wtfefiom  theft  Theaters  l with  what  eyes  wilt  thou 
lo  eke  upon  thy  [cnncy  thy  fervanty  thy  fund9  Ferity  it  muft 
seeds  he  that  he  that  fpeaketh  there y or  he  that  holds  his  peace , 

% It  was  there*  ftould  be  cor, founded  withfloamc  at  the  fit  him ffe  that  u afted. 
fore  tic  me  of  But  thou  departefl  rot  fo  fom  hence  : for  it  is  S law  full  for 
Chnltians  in  thee  with  much  conftdtnce  to  S repeate  all  thing:  at  homty  Pro* 
S.chryfojl ernes  pheticall  (perches y Apoftolicall precept sy  Divine  lawet ; to  Uir- 
nmc  to  repeate  Hlp?  Qr  j~ft  ey$ry  table  of  V:rtuey  and  to  make  thy  wife  mere 
they  heat  d in  chafe ythj fonne  more  dutifully  thy  fervant  more  deare  with 
the  Church  in  the  fame  repetitions  ; yea  and  thou  [halt  perfwade  thy  very  ene - 
their  owne  Fa*  my  to  lay  afide  hn  hatred.  Dofi  thou  fee  how  thefe  precepts 
nulusat  home,  zienly  are  every  where  hoi feme y but  thofe  found filthily  in  every 
deemed^an  **  P^ace ' W bat  profit  therefore  of  f aft ing,  whet*  as  then  fa  fie ft 
offence  or  con-  tty  body  put  committeft adultery  with  thine  eyes ? Adultery 

Y'cticle  as  fomc  is  net  onely  that  conglutination  of  body  to  bodyy  but  even  an  un- 
prophane  ones  chafte  looke , what  benefit  is  there  then  when  as  thou  goe ft  to  the 
would  make  it  p (ay-hot* fie  fom  hence}  h I correct, the  Player  corrupts : l 
r°r  C*r  adrmntfter  Jalvcs  to  thy  dtfeafeyhe  mintftersthe  caufeof  the  dif- 
Hom  zo.Tibl!  e*fe : I cxtingu.fh  the  flame  of  nature , he  kinales  the  flame  of 
P.urd  Tom  .*,/«/?.  Wh  at  profit  is  there  r tell  me}  one  edify  ingy  and  another 
pars  3 .p.76^  pulling  downey  what  have  they  profited  themfeives  by  their  la- 
F.G.H,  an  ex-  y0UT  ? therefore  fa  ^ „ot  be  occupied  here  tn  vaine,  but  pro - 
for  r ‘cnaon  fit^bly,  whereby  we  may  fruitfully , whereby  we  may  lefie  in 
of  Sermons.)  vatne . whereby  ws  may  not  unprofitably  and  to  condemnation 
h He  thercfoie  meete  herey  one  building , and  the  other  pulling  dowr.e  ; left  the 
that  re  forts  to  multitude  of  builders  bee  overcome  with  the  eafineffe  of  the 
Stage-playes  pulling  downe,  * Tracly  it  is  a part  of  great  nncUanejfc  both  for 
cfn  R'sfLy  yong  men  and  old  men  to  haften  to  the  play-heufe.  But  would 
from  die  Mt-  to  Cod  the  evill  did  extend  no  further.  For  this  perchance  fee- 
mftry  of  Gods  meth  tnt  oiler  able  to  an  ingenuous  man  y and  worthy  to  be  pH* 
word:  O there-  Ki fed  with  the  great  eft  Ioffe y with  reproofs  and  fhame : but 
fore  that  men  ycrt^  this  correttton  is  not  at  al  inflicted  fo  far  as  to  fhame.  But 
r ttvs<,C0^  torments  a*d  punifhments  hang  over  play -haunters  beads : 
* Noo»,  for  tt  mu  ft  needs  be  that  theft  who  Jit  there  (hould  Jwim  tn  the 
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finne  of  adultery,  not  because  they  are  coupled  to  women,  bm 
becaufe  they  behold  them  with  unchafte  eyes.  For  with  thsfe 
it  mu  ft  of  nceejjtty  be,  that  every  one  is  ftsrprifed  in  adultery  % 

Neither  mil  7 fyeake  myowne  words  to  you  whereby  you  may 
Itffe  regard  it,  but  / will  explicate  the  Divine  Law,  where 
there  is  no  place  for  negleft.  ivbat  therefore  faith  the  Divine 
Law  ? » You  have  heard  that  it  hath  beene  faid  of  old  ; i Mat,*. 17, *7* 
k Thou  fhalt  not  commit  adultery  : But  I fay  unto  you,  k E*:od,ic>.M 
that  whofoever  fhall  looke  upon  a woman  to  luft  after 
her,  hath  committed  adultery  with  her  already  in  his 
l heart ; Haft  thou  feene  adultery  commuted  ? haft  thou  feene 
finne  fintfbed?  ^Andthat  which  is  worft  in  adulteries,  thou 
I haft  feene  him  that  is  taken  in  adultery  to  be  guilty  of  adult ery, 

[ not  under  any  humane,  but  under  a Define  Sentence;  hence 
k deadly  punt jhments : For  whofoever  fhall  Icoke  upon  a 
L woman  to  lull  after  her,  hath  committed  adultery  al- 
t ready  with  her  in  his  heart. He  doth  not  onely  extirpate  the 
dtfeafe , but  like  wife  the  rcote  of  the  dtfeafe : for  unchafte  con- 
cupifeence  is  the  roote  of  adultery,  So  hhwife  doe  Thipcians : 
they  looke  diligently  not  onely  to  dtfeafe s,  but  Itkewife  to  the 
taking  away  of theer  caufes  : although  they  fee  the  eye  di/eafeds 
yet  they  repreffe  the  tvill  rtwmc  that  is  above  in  the  temples . 

T hus  Chrift  alfo  doeth»  tAdultery  is  ancvill blindnejfe,  it 
is  4 dtfeafe  of  the  eyes , not  of  the  body  onely , but  fir  ft  of  the 
foule  : Therefore  he  flops  thereumeof  uncleanefe  from  thence 
by  the  fcarc  of  the  law.  IVherefore  be  not  onely  puntjheth  aduL 
\ery,but  avengeth  concupifcence  likewife.  He  that  looketh 
. upon  a woman  to  luft  after  her, hath  already  committed 
1 adultery  with  her  in  his  heart.  Thsfe  bare  words  repeated 
are  Jh file  tent  to  purge  away  all  the  dtfeafe  of  finne.  But  pardon 
Hi, we  clean fe  wounds,  and  he  who  pur  get  h wounds  mufi  apply 
bttter  medicines • But  by  how  ranch  the  more  they  fhall  indttre 
my  words,  by  fo  much  the  more fb  all  thepoyfon  be  purged  out . 

By  all  thefe  faithfully  recited  pafiages  of  holy  * Chryfo - *Which  I have 
Home,  which  I would  Players  and  Play- haunters  would  thus  9uoted  lt 
ferioufly,  would  frequently  read  over ; it  is  mod  appa-  larSf >be«ufe 
rant;  that  Stage-playes  are  the  immediate  common  ius \vCrkc$r 
Kkk  occaftons 
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occafions  of  much  aftuall  Iewdnefle,  adultery,  and  o- 
ther  groflfe  unclcancffe  : which  fhould  caufe  all  Clinici- 
ans to  abominate  them,  and  to  keepe  their  wives  and 
children  from  them,  as  * the  ancient  Fagan  Germans  did,  for 
feare  they  ihould  corrupt  their  cbaltity  and  draw  them 
on  to  publike  lewdnefle^  To  pafle  by  the  concurrent 
Giu/enus,  \n-  teftimonies  of  Clemens  Alexandnmuy  Tsrtulltan,  Cyprtany 
nixTi  aVio"  La£lantiHSy  Hafil,  T^4wnx*ent  Grtgen , Hterotn  , Hilary , 
pa®,  i Vi.  j 8 1 ^ Hguftine , £yr;/,  S*lvitnyand  all  the  other  Fathers  yCounceisy 

1 Who  flouril  and  Authors,  quoted  in  the  precedent  Scene,  who  give 
fred  about  the  punftuall  teftimony  of  this  truth,  as  their  words  there 
Lo^d  °^our  cited  will  fuificiently  manifeft;  I fhall  confine  my 
Balarus  Sc?*  onety foure  of  our  owne  Engliih  Authors  for 

toru  Britt amx  finall  confirmation  of  my  Minors  verity.  The  flrft  of 
Cenrnna,  7 . them  is  1 'Alexander  Fabriiius,  in  his  Deflrttttort'im  Titfa- 
p-56^.  mche  rum , pars  4.  cap.  23.  rDe  Ltsdis  inhonefhs.  or  difhoneft 
SrtHin^  Playes.  Thefecond  hind  (writes  he)  of  mlawfull  PUjesy 
m Hr  lie  tales  lafcivious  vanity;  fuch  as  are  Dancing y Enter - 

ludi  formcati-  fades,  and  other  Theatrical!  Playet ; which  are  c ailed  T lay est 
onis  meritrieij  from  the  Theater  or  Tlay-honfc  which  is  a publtke  place, 
& adukerjj  where  the  people  hath  accufiomed  to  meet  together  so  play ; be- 
Snti^caiif  8c  cai*fe  after fuch  T l ayes  ended  Whores  are  oft' times  proftitu- 
ideoin  tali  bus  ted  in  fuch  Tlayes.  m Andfofuch  Playesare  very  often  the 
ludis  dele  da  a-  caufe  of form  cation y whoredoms  and  adultery  ; and  therefore 
rur  D^mcncs;  the  Devill  is  delighted  in  fuch  Playes  1 and  as  it  appeareth,  a 
& ut  con  ft  at  psrfett  man  ought  not  to  give  his  minde  to  fuch  (ports  with 
non  debet  ir  WrJtc^  t*ye  Devtll  is  delighted . And  therefore  worthily  faith 
tereffc  iudicris  ^atKt  Ajuguliine  : Let  him  withdraw  him felfe  from  the  Spe- 
in  qmbus  Ds-  ftacles  of  the  world  who  will  obtaine  the  per  felt  grace  of  remiffi- 
mones  deled-  on.  For  Dyna  the  Daughter  of  Jacob;  of  whom  it  is  written 
See^P  uih l^'  *n  tb?  3 4*  of  Cfcnefis  : when  Jacob  came  into  the  Land  of  Ca~ 
Wan  Sermo  naAn>  Dinah  his  Daughter  * walked  abroady  to  wit,  to  the 

7- & 10.  accordingly.  * 5.  FauL,  Titus  i.f,  JLnioyms  Women  to  be  cbaftepccpcrs  at  home* 
in:imating3that  fuch  women  that  gad  abrode,efpecially  to  Piay-houfes  and  fuch  like 
places3can  never  be  chzftz.Solomon  upbraiding  an  Harlot : Prov.7.11,1  a.tells  u s:Ihat 
ber  feete  abide  not  in  her  boufe : now  Jh ; is  without  jtow  in  the  fir  ects, arid  lyetb  in  waste  at  every 
corner  .Which  Ovid,De  ^4rte  Amandi.Ll-p.z  03.  doth  fecond,  Vnns  eft  vobit  curd 

mile.  Sicpc  vagos  extra  limm  fem  pedes, &c$o  that  gadding  wo  men,  and  whoriih  w 0- 
are  reciprocal!, 
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fpeElacles  of  the  world,  that  fhs  might  fee  the  women  of  that 
(foHHtrj\  whomSychim  the  Sonne  eft  he  King  of  that  Com - 
tryfeeeingyhewastnam?red  with  hery  tooke  her  and  ravifhed 
her  perforce.  But  as  Saw*  Aligtfftii faith  y if  /he  had  conti- 
nued at  heme  among  her  owne  fie  had  not  beene  dc floured  by  a 
forratgne  ravtfher.  Therefore  the  foule  ought  by  Jo  m:ch  the 
wort  to  beware  and  to  reflraine  it  felfe , bicaufe  (he  is  net  once , 
but  oft-tim&s  ravi/hed  and  de floured ; let  her  fear  e now  having 
had  experiment  of  that  which  /he  woe  ignorant  of  being  yet  a 
Virgin . Adde  wee  to  him  the  tettimeny  of  Matter 
Fhtltp  Stubs  in  his  * Anatomy  of  Abufes,  Doe  not  Playes  * London  if  $ \ 
(writes  he)  maintains  Bawdry ,infinuate foolery  and  renew  pag.ioMo*. 
the  remembrance  of  heathen  Idel&try  f Doe  they  not  induce  to  *P  he  fruits 
wboredeme  anduncleaneffe  ? T(ay,  are  they  not  rather  plaine 
devour ers  of  Maidenly  virginity  and  chaftttj  ? For  praofc 
whereof  but  mar  kg  the  flocking  and  running  to  Theaters  and 
(furtent,  daily  and  hourely , night  and  day,  time  and  tide , to  fee 
Playes  and  Enter  lade  syvhere  fitch  wanton  ge flares, fitch  bawdy 
/beeches,  fuch  laughing  and  fleering,  fuch  biffing  arA  buffing, 

Juch  clipping  and  culling  fetch  winking  and  glancing  of  wanton 
eyes  and  the  like  is  tifed,at  is  wondtrfull  to  behold . Then  thefe 
goodly  Pageants  bang  ended,every  mate  forts  to  his  mate, every 
one  brings  another  homeward  on  the  way  very  friendly y and  its 
their  fecret  conclaves  (covertly)  they  play  the  Sodomites,  or  * The  godly 
worfr.  And.  the/e  be  the  fruits  of  Tlayes  and  Enter  hides  for 
the  mo  ft  part.  And  whereat  yen  fay  there  are  good  examples  Ent^rlujes. 
to  be  lea.  nea  in  them  i truely  fo  there  are:  If  you  will  learns  4 whst  things 
to  play  the  vicey  to  teare,fwcarey  and  b/afpeame  bo  h Heaven  3ie  to  he  tear- 
and  Earth  if  you  will learne  to  become  a Bawdeyo  be  w:cleaney  nc^  at 
to  devirgmate  <jMai/esyto  deflour  e h on  eft  Wive:,  &c.  If  you 
will  learne  to  frng  and  taike  of  b;ewdy  love  and  v entry,  <&c.  If 
you  will  learne  to  play  the  Whore- maftery  the  Glutton,  Drun- 
kard, or  Inctftmus  perfon  : and  finally,  if  you  will  learne  to 
contemne  Gcdar.daH  his  Lawssyto  cere  neither  f r Heaven 
ner  Hetly  ana  to  commit  ad  kjnde  of  ferine  and  mif chiefs,  you 
need  gee  to  no  other  Schools  ; for  a!!  thefe  good  Examples  you 
maJ  fGe  ponied  before  your  eyes  in  Enitr  hides  and  Playes . 
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Wherefore , that  man  who  gtvcth  money  for  the  maintenance 
ofthem^muft  needs  incurve  the  inevitable  fentence  of  eternal 
damnation)  unleffc  he  repent.  Thus  hee.  Stephen  (foffon  a 

* See  his  penitent  reclaimed  Play-poet  (*  whofe  eyes  did  fhed  mo- 
Schoolc  of  A-  Ky  tetyes  offorrow,  whofe  heart  fweat  many  drops  of  bloodfthe* 
t heRe  ad  e r Vc°  ^ remembred  Stage-play  es,  to  which  he  was  once  addicT. 
cordingly  'aC'  ec0  writes  much  to  this  effect.  * / wiS  jhew  you  (writes 

* In  his  hee)  what  I fee , andtnforme  you  what  I read  of  Playes . Ovid 
Schoole  of  A-  faid,  that  Romulus  built  his  Theater  at  a Horfefaire  for 

^^res>  mA<^c  Trmmphes  and  fet  up  Playes  to  gather  the  faire 
Confuted -^Sce  won3enta^et^erit^At  rverj  one  of  his  Seuldiers  might  ta^e 
her  r before  where  be  liked  a fnatch  for  his  (hare,  It  / htmld  feeme  that 

pag.$6 o the  abnfe  offuch places  wai  fo great,  that  for  any  chafte  Lrvir 

to  haunt  them  was  a blacky  Swan  and  a white  Crow : Dion 
fo  firattfy  for  bid deth  the  ancient  Families  of  Rome  and  Gentle- 
women that  tender  their  name  and  honour  to  come  to  Theater /, 
and  rebukes  them  fo  (harpely  when  he  takes  them  napping,  that 
if  they  be  but  once  feene  there,  he  iudgeth  it  fufficient  caufe  to 
fpeake  iilof  them,andthinkeworfe.  The  fhaddow  of  a kyave 
hurts  an  hone  ft  man ; the  fent  of  a St  ewes  an  hone  ft  Matron , 
and  the /hew  of  Theaters  a fmple  gaz.ery&C'  Cooky  s doe  ne- 
ver (hew  more  craft  in  their  iunkets  to  vanquish  the  tafte,  nor 
Taint ers  in  jhadowes  to  allure  the  eye,  then  Poets  in  Theaters 
to  wound  the  confc'tence . There  (et  they  abroach  ftrange  con- 
forts  of  melody  to  ttckfe  the  eare;  coftly  appareti  to  flatter  the 
fight;  effeminate  ge ft ure,  to  ravijh  the  fence ; and  wanton 
fpeecb,  to  whet  defire  to  inordinate  left.  Thefe  by  the  prrvy 
entries  of  the  eare  flip  downe  into  the  heart , and  with  gur.fhot 
of  affeftion gaule  the  mind*  where  reafon  and  affefcion  jhould 
rule  the  rofie,  Domitian  fuffrsd playing  and  dancing  fo  long 
in  Theaters , that  Paris  led  the  fiakjng  of  the  fleets  with 
Domitia5<WMcnfterf&£  Trenchmoere  with  Meflaiina,^. 

* De  Arte  A-  In  Rome  * Ovid  chargethhis  Pilgrims  to  crape  clofe  to  the 
«jandi,l.x.&  :«  Saints  whom  they  ferve , andfhew  their  double  diligence  to  lift 

the  Gentlewomans  robes  from  the  ground,  for  foylmg  in  the 
duft  ; to/weepe  moat  es  from  thetr  ky  ties,  to  keepe  their  fingers 
in  are,  to  lay  their  hands  at  their  backet  for  an  eafte  ft  ay ; to 
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letke  HpeH  tbo(e , tvhsm  thty  beheld ; to  fray  ft  that , which  they 
commend;  to  hky  every  thing  that  pleafeth  them  : to  prefent 
them  Pomegranets  to  pick*  as  they  fit ; and  when  all  is  dons  to 
vp att  oh  them  manner ly  to  their  houfes*  * In  our  Affembliss  * Toe  here  the 
at  Playcs  in  London ,y on  (had  fee  fitch  heaving  and  jhovtng , Pinderiy  pra- 

1 fine  hitching  and  / bouldring , to  fit  by  women:  fucb  care  for  p^houfe*. 
their  garments,  that  they  he  not  trod  on : fitch  eyes  to  their  laps 
that  no  chips  light  in  them  : finch  pillowes  to  their  backjes , that 
they  take  no  hurt : fiech  making  in  their  cares  / know  not  what : 
finch  giving  them  Pippins  to  pAffe  th e time : fiuch  playing  at 
foots  Samt  without  ffiardt:  finch  ticking , finch  toying,  finch 
fmilingyfuch  winking,  and  fuch  manning  them  home  when  tbs 
ffiorts  are  ended,  that  it  is  4 right  Comedy,  to  marks  their  be- 
haviour, to  watch  their  conceits , as  the  Cat  the  UWoufe,  and 
or  good  as  a cour  feat  the  Cams  it  fielfe,  to  dogge  them  a little 
tr  follow  aloof e by  the  print  of  their  feet,  and  Jo  difetver  by  [lot 
where  the  Dear etaketh  foyle*  If  this  were  as  well  noted,  as 
til  feeze  ; or  as  openly  pumfhed,  as  fecretlj  p ratified ; I have  to 
doubt  but  the  cavfe  would  be  feared  to  drie  up  the  effeft,  and 
thtfie  pretty  Rabbets  very  cunningly  ferreted  from  their  bur - 
oowes . * for  they  that  lacks  enfiomers  all  the  weeks,  either  *Prnymnrkc 
becaufe  their  haunt  is  unknowns, or  ihs  (fienfil  able  s and  Officers  1^1S  well. 
ofthetr  cParsJh  watch  them  fio  narrowly,  that  they  dare  not 
queatch)  to  celebrate  the  Sabbath  flocks t0  Theaters  and  there 
kfepe  a general!  Market  of  Bawdry,  Not  that  any  filthineffe 
indeed  is  committed  within  the  compaffe  of  that  ground,  as  was 
done  tn  Rome,  but  that  every  Wanton  and  his  Paramour , every 
IfiAlanand  his  CMfiris,  every  I obn  and  his  Joane,  every 
Knave  and  his  Queane,  are  there  fir  fit  acquainted  and  * chea-  * Play-houfes 
pen  the  merchandfie  in  that  place  which  they  pay  for  el  fie -where  r hen  are  the 
as  they  can  agree . / intend  not  to  finer?  you  all  that  f fee,  nrr  c °™on  , ?vlarts 
halfe  that  I heare  of  thefie  abufies,  left  you  fudge  me  more  toil-  ° aWUCr'  * 
i full  to  teach,  then  willing  to  for  bid  them.  Thus  farre  this  pc- 
aitent  Play-poet  from  his  owne  experience.  The  fail  * Panted  by 
of  theft*  witness  with  whom  I will  conclude,  is  the  Au^oruy* 
Anonymous  Author  of  the  Booke  intituled,  * The  third  Z\b°l  s< 
fit  aft  of  Retrait  front  Playts  and  Theaters  f ° Penned  by  a 4^,50,51^  5a. 
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Play-poet,  and  common  P lay-haunter , who  bad  good  expe  nence 
of  the  lewde  effetts  of  St  age -play  es,  which  made  him  to  abhorre 
them , and  to  renounce  hie  wicked  profr/fron,  a*  being  incompa- 
tible with  Chrtfhan  Religion  or  hts  owne  filvasion , as  him- 
felfe  profefleth  in  that  Treatife, where  he  writes  thus  as 
P Ibicl  psg.4?.  foli'owes.  p Such  doubtleffe  is  mne  opinion  of  common  Playes, 
44j4?5>6:)  57  ■ that  in  a Chnjhan  Common-wcalc  they  are  not  fuffer  able.  My 
1 ^ om  reafen  is,  becauje  they  are  publtkl  enemies  to  nature  and  reli - 
an^  &t0*  > Allurements  unto  finne ; corrupters  of  good  manners ; 

would  but  con-  thecaufe  of fecurity  andcarelefnejfe  • me  ere  Er  or  h el-hot* fes  of 
fider  this,  Bawdsry ; and  bring  both  the  Goipell into  flander , the  Sabbath 
into  contempt,  mens  foules  into  danger  • and  finally  the  whole 
C ommon-we ale  into  di for der.  Great  and  hay  nous  fpteches,  n$ 
doubt, yet  not  fi  hainotu , as  the  exercife  of  them  is  odious  bi- 
ting words ; yet  not  fo  bitter  as  the  caufe  requireth.  It  were  ill 
painting  the  Devill  like  an  Augell ; he  mufl  be  portraied  as  he 
" is,  that  he  may  the  better  be  kjyowne,  Sinne  hath  alway  a fain 

eloake  to  cover  his  filthy  body.  And  therefore  he  is  to  be  tur- 
ned out  of  his  cafe  into  his  naked  skynne,  that  his  nafiy  fishy 
body , and  finking  corruption  being  perceived  • he  might  come 
into  tbs  hatred  and  horror  of  men.  For  at  we  are  naturally  of 
our /elves  evill and  corrupt ; fo  are  we  naturally  given  to  love 
our  [elves , and  to  be  blinded  with  our  owne  affetttons,  infomuch 
that  what  ws\now  to  be  evill,  we  are  not  afhamed  either  openly 
to  defend,  or  fly  to  cloaks.  The  exetsfs  o wickednef/e  is  but 
the  encreafe  of  punijhment,  and  an  ill  caufe  defended  by  autho- 
rity, and  maintained  by  learning , brings  iJWaflfl rates  into 
q Pa^-e  $3,  {lander,  and  learning  into  contempt.  <1  Therefore  to  the  end 
y 4, 5 5 , 5 j 7 . that  others  fhould  not  be  deceived  with  that  wherewith  my  felfe 
was  overtaken,  I thought  it  my  part  to  lay  open  to  ail  mens  eyes 
the  horrible  abufe  as  well  of  Play  es,  as  of  the  I natters,  and  the 
dtforder  of  their  auditory  ; that  the  abttfe  being  perceived, 
every  man  might  referme  him  felfe,  and  be  weaned  from  their 
wickedneffe  : or  otherwife,tbat  the  Magtflrates  being  informed 
might  take  fitch  good  wayet,  that  the  intolerable  exercife  of 
Playes  vjgbt  be  utterly  put  downe.  For  I am  verily  perfwaded , 
that  if  they  may  be  permitted  fttU  to  make  file  of finite,  we /hall 


Paat.  i. 


HiUrio-Maflix. 


43  9 


pull  on  aur  heads  Gods  vengeance,  and  to  our  Realme  bring  m 
utter  con  fafion,  what  / fhall  fpeake  of  Playes  of  my  owns 
knowledge.  I know  may  be  affirmed  by  hundreds,  to  whom 
tbofe  matters  are  as  well  kpowne  as  to  my  felfe . * Some  Cit- 

u^ens  Wives  (and  I would  to  God  our  married  Citti- 
zens  would  wellconfider  it  becaufe  it  concernes  them 
meerely)  upon  whom  the  Lord  for  enfample  to  others  hath  layd 
his  hands,  have  even  on  their  death- beds  with  t cares  con- 
fcfftd  , that  they  have  received  at  thefe  SpeVtacles  fuch 
filthy  infefttons , as  have  turned  tb'sr  mtndes  from  chafte 
cogitations,  and  * made  them  of  bone  ft  women  light  huf wives  : 
( which  very  thing  is  iikewife  eeftified  by  reverend 
Bifhop  Babmgton,  in  his  Expofition  on  the  7.  Command- 
ment ; and  by  Defter  Layton,  in  his  Speculum  belli  Sacri* 
cap.^'  and  therefore  worthy  credit  under  the  hands 
of  thefe  three  witnefTes  ; ) by  them  they  have  r dtjhe- 
n cured  the  Vcffcls  of  Holme ffe , and  hive  brought  their 
JHufbands  into  contempt  , their  Children  into  quefticx , 
their  bodies  into  fekneffe , and  their  funks  into  the  affault 
of  a dangerous  ftate * Such  is  the  nature  and  inclination 
of  us  all,  that  we  rmne  whether  affeftion  leads  us,  and  are 
withdrawne  by  company.  *sind  therefore  as  David  faith* 
* With  the  godly  thou  wilt  (hew  thy  felfe  godly,  with  the  upright 
man  thou  wilt  faw  thy  felfe  upright,  with  the  pure  thou  wilt 
[hew  thy  felfe  pure , and  with  the  froward  thou  wilt  [hew  thy 
felfe  froward.  * The  repaire  of  them  that  are  houeft  to  thefe 
places  of  evilirefort,  makes  their  owne good  life  to  be  doubted 
of-,  for  that  the  place  breeds  fuffiition  as  well  of  good  as  of  bad* 
For  who  can  fee  man  or  woman  refort  to  an  houfe  which  is  no- 
torionfty  wteked,  but  wtil  fudge  them  to  be  of  the  crew  of  the 
Wicked  and  ungodly  ? * The  me  ft  honeft  wife,  is  the  fooneft 
affaulted,  and  hath  fuch  (litres  laid  to  entrap  her,  as,  if  God 
ajffther  not , (fe  mu  ft  needs  be  taken.  When  / gave  my  felfe 
fir  ft  to  rote  the  abufe  of  common  p layer,  / found  my  heart  fore 
fmitt enmth finrnw  ( * finne  did  there [0  abound , and  was  fo 
l openly  commuted,  that  I looked  when  God  in  iuftice  would 
have  prefen tly  in  his  wrath  have  confounded  the  beholders.) 

* The 


* Fruits  of 
Places  for  the 
Devils  owne 
mouth.- 


* O that  thole 
husbands  wh© 
either  accom- 
pany, or  fend 
their  wives, 
their  daugh- 
ters unto 
Stage-pLlyesj  ' 
and  yetdehre 
for  to  keepe 
them  chaile, 
would  remem- 
ber this. 

r 1 Ccr.^.i^5 
20. 

f 2 Sam.22.ver. 
2 6.  27.  Pfai. 
18.25,20. 

* He  that  tou- 
che tk  Pitch 
will  be  defiled. 


* Avoydfufpe* 
(fled  places. 

* The  beft 
fooneft  temp- 
ted. 

* Horrible 
finnes  openly 
committed  at 
Theaters. 
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Marke  this  * The  Theater  I found  to  be  an  appointed  plate  of  Bawdery, 

O yc  favorers,  mme  mn:  eAre]  beard  honejf  women  allured  with  abomt- 

frequenters,  nAfa  /beeches.  Sometime  l have  feene  two  knaves  at  once 
and  upholders  . . , _ r t l i „ 

of  Piayes.  importunate  upon  one  light  hujmte , whereby  much  eyuarrctl 

hath  grow  ne  to  the  dtfouiettng  of  many.  The  fervants  as  it  is 

manifeftly  to  be  proved , have  conferred  to  rob  their  iJM afters 

to [apply  the  want  of  their  Harlots  .*  there  is  the  prafttfing  of 

married  wives  to  tratne  them  from  their  hufbands,  and  places 

* Who  can  fa-  appointed  for  meeting  and  conference.  JVhen  * l had  taken 

v our  Piayes,  notice  of  thefe  abufes , and  fow  that  the  Theater  was  besoms  the 
thors  tVnf  U"  Cwfohrty'bottfeof  Satan,  1 concluded  with  my  felfe , never  to 
fclves  con-  Employ  my  pen  to  fo  vile  a purpofe,  nor  to  be  an  inftrstment  of 

demne  thorn?  gathering  the  wicked  together.  It  may  feeme  / am  overUvtjh 

offfeech , and  that  which  l have  pubUkyly  exprejfed  of  ethers 
by  mine  owne  knowledge  might  have  beene  diffembled.  But  I 
have  learned,  that  he  who  dtffemblej  the  eviR  that  be  knewes  in 
other  men,  is  as  guilty  before  God  of  the  offence , as  the  offenders 
t hem fe Ives.  Audi  the  Lord  hath  exprefly  commanded  m 

* Hxod.  2j.v.i.c  Exodus,  that,  wee  ihould  not  follow  a multitude  to 

doe  evili,  neither  agree  in  a controverfie  to  decline 
after  many,  and  overthrow  the  truth,  1 cannot  therefore 
but  re  ft  ft  foch  wickedne/fes,  left  I might  feeme  to  maintains 
them.  For  he  that  diffembles  ttngodhneffe  is  a traytor  to  Cjed. 
Since  therefore  that  the  caufe  is  Godsy  / dare  preffe  forth  my 
felfe  to  be  an  Advocate  againft  Satan  unto  the  rooting  out  of 
ft  one.  u Are  net  cur  eyes  at  Piayes,  carryed  away  with  the 
E very  member  py^g  v^ty  ? our  eares  abufed  with  amorous , that  is, 

at  rh  "1  " lecherous,  abominable  and  filthy  Jpeccb?  Is  not  o*r  tongne 

( which  is  given  us  onely  toglonfie  Godwithall ) there  imp  loped 
to  the  blaft  homing  of  Gods  holy  Name,  or  the  commendation 
of  that  is  wickpd  l Are  not  our  hearts  through  the  pic  afore  of 
tbeflefv,  the  delight  of  the  eye , and  the  fond  motions  of  the 
mindewitbdrawne  from  the  fervicc  of  the  Lord;  and  the  medi- 
tV**t  89.  90.  tationofhis  goodneffel  6 No  zealous  heart  but  mnfi  needs 
ro  10  5.  bleed  to  fee  how  many  Chriftian  foules  are  there  fwaHowed  np 

* Theaters  the  ^ xohrrlpocle  of  Devithfh  tmpudency.  whomever  fhall  vifit 

°"  * Chapped  of  Sat  *ny  l means  the  Theater , / ball  find*  t*>.  n 

- no 
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tt  mxt  if  ytnaf  Rs$<vii,  hoi  Ucks  of  HarhtJ  utttrly  f*ft  *R 
fl:ame  s who  pteftf  to  the  forefront  of  the  Scaffold,  to  the  end  to 
Jherv  their  tmpudency,  and  to  be  as  an  chili  to  all  mens  eyes0 
Yea,  fetch  is  their  open  fhame lefts  behaviour , M every  maxmay 
perceive  by  then  wanton  ge flares  whereunto  they  are  given : 
yea  they  feet  me  there  to  be  hkg  Brothels  of  the  St  ewes.  * For  * "The  opea 
often  without  refpeSl  of  the  place  and  company  which  behold  wirkcdncSe  ©£ 
them,  they  commit  that  ftlthincffs  openly,  which  is  horrible  to  ^arlotsat 
be  done  in  Jecret,  as  if  whatfeever  they  ehd  were  warranted : for  *' 

neither  reverence , tnfliee,  nor  any  thing  bejide  can  governs 
them . lAiaethat  Youth  [bould  become  ft  deviHifh  and  voyd 
of  the  fear  e of  gad.  * Let  *J\{  * gift  rates  a fun  themf elves,  * An  admo®p= 
tbaf  without  ffpsedy  re  dr  effe  aH  things  will  grow  ft  farre  out  of  cion  to  Mags- 
order,  that  they  will  be  pafl  remedy . Shamtfulneffe  and  mo-  ftrace^ 
defly  to  quite  banned  from  yong  men : they  are  utterly  jhame^ 
lefts,  flubborne,  and  impudent.  Jt  was  well  [aid  of  Calvin,  that 
a man  fttled  m evtll  wid  make  but  a mocke  of  Religion . -He 
freachetbin  vaine  that  preacheth  unto  the  dcafe • Ted  many 

(of  the  ft  men  of the  Scripture,  they  will  fcoffe  and  turns  it  into 
a itfl.  Rebuke  them  for  breaking  the  Sabbath  day,  they  will  fay 

!you  are  a man  of  the  Sabbath,  yen  arc  very  precife,  you  will 
allow  us  nothing  : you  will  have  nothing  but  the  Word  of  God  ° 
you  will  permit  ns  no  recreation , but  have  men  like  A Jfes,  who 
never  reft  but  when  they  are  eating.  Seeke  to  withdraw  theft 
fedowes  from  the  T hitter  unto  a Sermon,  they  will  fay , By  the 
■ ‘jPreacher they  maybe  edified , but  by  the  P layer  both  edified 
and  delighted.  So  that  m them  the  faying  of  Saint  Paul  is 

I verified,  where  he  faith,  T That  the  wifedome  of  the  flefli  ^ ? 

is  nothing  but  enmity  againft  God.  How  [mad  heed  take  ' om‘  9 
they  oftbemfelves,  which  faffer  their  owns  wicked  affeftions  to 
withdraw  them  from  God  and  his  iVord.  V/e  need  net  volun- 
tarily fetke  our  evens  dcftrtittton.  Forhe  that  is  vertuoufly  di- 
fofed [hall  finde  leads  perfons  enow  to  withdraw  him  from 
well-doing  by  the  promt  ft  of  pleafuro  and  delight  full  pafltme,  * Theaters  the 
whereunto  we  are  naturally  inclined  unto  the  * Schoole-houfc  Schools  o £ 
ff  Satan , and  Chappell  of  illcounftll , where  he  {ball  fee  fo  much  Si  tan,  nod 
mt^usty  and  looftncffc,  and  ft  great  outrage  stud  fc  >pc  offrnne,  Chr-p^l«  of 
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that  it  is  aveonderifhe  relume  not  either  wounded  in  confer- 
ence., or  changed  in  life . * / would  wifh  therefore  all  <%J^/ afters 
not  onely  to  withdraw  thsmfehet , hut  their  Servants  alfo  from 
fuch  wicked  aff:  mhlur  For  it  is  alwayes  wife  dome  to  Jhnnne 
the  occafloyss  ofevill . Tenth  will  he  withdrawne  by  company , 
if  they  he  not  refiramed  of  their  liberty . They  need  not  feeke 
out  for  Schoole-maflers,  they  can  learne  evill  too  fafl  of  them - 
felvis , and  are  pregnant  enough  at  home  to  learne  u^happinejfe. 

* sJZlany  of  nature  honefl  and  trallable,  have  beenc  altered 
by  thefe  fhewes  and  if  evades,  and  become  monflerous . Mans 
mm de  which  of  it  felfe  is  prone  unto  vice , is  not  to  be  pricked 
forward  unto  vice,  but  brideled  : if  it  be  left  unto  it  felfe , it 
hardly  fiandeth ; if  it  be  driven  forth , it  runneth  headlong. 
Flee  farre  from  Babylon 5 yee  that  carry  the  Lords  Fejfels. 
z Forfomuch  as  you  are  baptifed  into  Chrift,  it  flandeth 
you  upon  to  be  holy  both  of  body  and  mmde , and  to  dedicate 
your  felvis  to  his  fervice , which  ye  [hall  never  doe,  unlejfe  you 
withdraw  ycitr  felves  from  the  enticements  of  vanity, and  efehue 
the  occafions  of  evill  1 whtch  that  ye  m%y  the  better  doe , you 
are  to  fafl  en  your  eyes  upon  Cjod,  by  whom  ye  are  fan  fit  fed. 

* Let  not  the  examples  of  the  wicked  be  a prefldent  unto  us, 
neither  let  us  be  drawne  away  to  evill  with  the  multitude, 
Cuftoms  fn all  but  make  us  bold  in  fwns,  and  the  company  of 
[corners  make  us  more  impudent  of  hfe.  It  is  net  enough  for 
its  to  excufe  our  [elves  by  the  doings  of  other  men  ; tt  will  not 
he  takjn  for  an  excufe,  although  we  cculd  a lie  age ; that  every 
man  doth  as  we  doe «.  For  it  is  ns  meant s to  acqiute  us  before 
God,  to  fay  that  others  be  no  better  then  our  fives,  I would 
rather  wifh  that  the  evill  converfation  of  others  might  be  an 
fccaflon  to  draw  ms  backs  ,lefl  perhaps  we  be  wrapped  in  the 
vices  that  raigne  in  all  the  wicked,  and  fo  bs  partakers  of  the 
pHnifhment  due  to  them*  For  we  are  not  to  walke  as  men  that 
looks  onely  upon  the  creatures , but  our  part  is,  to  fst  God  before 
our  eyes,  who fe  prefence  we  cannot  fofflbly  efcape,  * It  is  mar- 
velous to  confides  bow  the ge fluring  of  a Flayer , which  Tully 
Sermerh,  the  eloquence  of  the  body , ts  of  force  to  move,  and 
prepare  a man  to  that  which  u $S»  Forfuch  things  are  dtfclefed 
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to  tit  tye  tt»d  to  the  eare,  might  a great  deale  better  be  kept 
chfe.  whereby  o double  offence  is  committed  , Fir  ft,  by  theft 
| dtfiblute  Players,  which  without  regard  of  hor.efty  are  not  afha- 
med  to  exhibit e the  filth tc ft  matter*  they  can  devifie  to  the  fight 
of  men  : Secondly , by  the  beholders,  which  vouch  fife  to  hears 
and  beheld  fuch  filthy  things , to  the  great  lo fie  both  of  them- 
/elves  and  the  time.  There  commetb  much  tvill  in  at  the  cores, 
but  more  at  the  eyes , bythefe  two  open  wmdowss  d a? h break? 
tth  into  the  fouls.  Toothing  entreth  it?  more  effsttually  into  the 
memory,  then  that  which  commeth  by  feeing : things  beard  doe 
lightly  pa  fie  away , but  the  tokens  vf  that  we  have  feeng,  faith 
Petrarch,  (lickesfaj?  in  us  whether  we  will  or  no,  xjbtany 
* have  btene  entangled  wi.h  the  webs  of  the  fie  Spiders , who  * Snares  ci 
would gladly  have  beene  at  liberty  when  they  could  not , The  PUyes. 
webs  are  fo  fabtily  [pun,  that  there  is  no  man  that  is  once  within 
them,  that  can  avoyd  them  without  danger*  Tfine  can  come 
rent  bin  thefie  fin  ares  that  may  efcope  uniaken,  be  [he  iJMaide, 
tJAtatron,  or  robot feever  : fuch  force  have  their  enchantments 
of pleafure  to  draw  the  affeftions  of  the  minde.  This  inward 
fight  ( let  married  men  confider  it)  hath  vanquifed  the 
choftity  of  many  women;  *fomc  by  taking  pitty  of  the  deceit  full  *Loe  thefe  art 
tears  s of  the  Stage-lover  have  beene  moved  by  their  complaint  she  things,  the 
to  rue  on  their  ficrei  friends,  wlcm  they  have  thought  to  have  ^e^OIjls  that 
tafted  the  like  torment : fame  hiving  noted  the  enfamples  how  ^"(’.ves*' 
fJMoydens  refrained  from  the  marriage  of  thefie  wbsnytbeir  r 
fiends  have  mifhkcd,have  there  learned  a pollicy  to  prevet  their 
parents,  by  fie  ding  them  away : fiome  feeing  by  the  en /ample  of 
the  Stage  player  cue  cartyed  with  two  much  liking  of  another 
mans  wife /saving  noted  by  what  praftife  fhe  hath  beene  affailed 
and  overtaken, have  not  failed  to  put  the  like  in  effeEl  in  earn  eft, 
that  was  afore  fhewne  in  is  ft.  The  wilmeffe  and  craft  of  the 
Stage  is  not  yet  fo  great, as  is  that  without  on  the  Scaffolds  \ for 
that  they  which  are  eViti  difpofed  no  footer  heare  any  thing 
fjpoken  that  may  ferve  therrturltfiut  they  apply  it  to  themfelves. 

J \tsll4s  fay  they  to  their  familiar  by  the  m.  Gentlewoman,  is  it 
not  pitty  this  faffioned  Lever  jhonld  befo  martyred  ? And  if  he 
^ fnde  her  inclined  tofoolifh  pitty,  as  Commonly  fuch  women  arer 
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then  Ire  appi-  is  tbs  mane/  to  himfelfe , a*id  faith,  that  he  U 
l there  fc  carried  away  with  the  liking  of  her : craving  that  fitly 
lo  be  extended  upon  htrn,  as  [Joe  fetmed  to  /hew  toward  the  fifth- 
Ihd  amorous  Stager*  Thefe  running  headed  Lovers  are 
groyvne  fo  perfect  Scholars  by  long  continuance  at  this  Schoole, 
that  there  is  altnofi  no  word ffokfn,but  they  can  make  ma.t.r 
of  it  toferve  their  turne*  They  can  fo  Jure/]  difeever  the  con- 
ceits of  the  minds,  and  fo  cunning)  handle  thcmfelvc/,  and  are 
crowns  fo  fubt tie  in  working  the tr  matters , that  neither  the 
b Qa it!  faciet  Ualoufle  of  Iuno,  who  fufpcSieth  all  things ; nor  the  b fir  ait 
enftos  cam  j keeping  of  Danaes  may  debar  \ nor  the  watchfilneffe  of  Argos 

Theacra*^  Oz nd  w,t^  ^ts  hundred  eyes  efpy.  (redtt  ms,**  there  can  be  found 
Ve  Arte  A man-  m ftronger  engine  to  batter  the  honefly  as  well  of  wedded 
di.  kb.*,  p,  208,  Wives,  as  the  chaflity  of  * unmarried  Matdes  and  Widdowes9 

* Flie  The  a-  then  are  the  bearing  of  common  Flayes.  There,  wanton  Wives 
^ouldbe  ho  tables,  and  PaftoraU  fangs  of  love,  which  they  ufe  tn  their 
Reji  w c ’ Comicall  Mfcourfes  (all  which  are  taken  out  of  the  fecret 

* Sic  dum  or-  Amoyy  of  Venus,  and  prattifing  bawdery , ) tnrne  all  chaflity 
.nan  cultius,  upflde  downe,  and  corrupt  the  good difpofitien  and  manners  of 
dum  Lbcrius  youth,  infimnch  that  it  is  a miracle , if  tier  e be  found  either  any 
^es^olunt^vh-  Woman  or  Mdtde  which  with  the fe  fpdlacles  of  ftrange  tuft, 
^ines  cfl’c  defi-  *s  *ct  oftentimes  inflamed  even  unto  fury.  The  nature  of  their 
nunt.  Cyprian,  fom^dies  are,  fir  the  mofl  part  after  one  manner  of  nature, 
&e  Habit*  vir-  like  the  tragicall  Comedy  of  Califtus,  where  the  Bawduffe 
vmum.Traflatui • SQtlc^.inz,tnflimed  the  Mayden  M.libeia  with  her  Sorceries . 

Tdoe  ws  no*  ufe  in  thefe  difeourfes  to  counterfeit  Wtichsraft, 
charmed  dr  inkles,  and  amorous  potions,  thereby  to  draw  the 
affetlwns  ofmen,  andtoflirre  them  up  unto  luff  to  like  even 
thofe  whom  of  ihemfelves  they  abhors e f 7 he  enfamples  where- 
of ft  tyre  up  the  ignorant  multitude  to  fee ke  by  fuck  unlawful l 
meaner  the  love  and goodwill  of  others*  1 can  tell  you  of  a. 
* Story  of  like  prattice  ttfed  of  late  by  a tealoics  Wife  to  her 
Hufband,  whop  heart  being,  as  fhe  thought  eH  ranged,  other - 
mfe  then  efeuftome,  did  praftife  with  a Sorcereffe  to  have  feme 
powder , which  might  have  force  to  renew  her  Hufbands  won- 
ted good  will  towards  her  : but  it  bad  f neb  a vert  tie  in  the  ope- 
that  U rychtgh  brought  him  his  bane,  for  his  memory 
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1 her' by  wot  gone,  ft  that  if  God  had  not  dealt  miraculoufly 
with  h m by  revetting  it,  it  had  coft  him  his  life.  The  like  tv? 
read  o/LucuKus  and  Lucretius,  who  by  drinking  fuch  amo - 
row  corfeftioxs  loft  firft  their  wits,  and  afterwards  their  lives , 

The  device  of  carrying  and  recarrying  letters  by  Landreffes, 
praflifing  with  fPedlers  to  tranjport  their  tokens  by  colourable 
me  axes  to  feti  their  Merchandises , and  to  her  kinde  of polticiss 
to  beguile  Fathers  of  their  Children , Hufbands  of  their  tVwes, 

Gardens  of  their  Wards,  and  M afters  of  their  Servants , is  it 
rot  aptly  taught  in  the  * Scboole  of  abufe  ? But  hufi?,nomoret  * He  meaneth 
J am  ferry  this  School  is  not  plnckt  downe,  and  the  Schools - Playes  who.are 
m aft ersbamjhed  this  * fifty.  Tb ui  much  / will  tell  them,  if  nrjt  fo 

they  fttffer  theft  Brctfcl-bsufesto  continue , or  doe  in  any  wife 
ali&v  them,  the  Lord  will  fay  unto  them  as  the  Pfalmifi  faith. 
cIf  thou  fawcft  a Theefe  thou  wenteft  with  him,  and  «-PfaI.  jo.  18, 
fcaddeft  thy  part  with  adulterers : thou  haft  done  thefe  «. 
things,and  becaufe  1 held  my  peace,  thou  haft  beieeved; 
wicked  man, that  I am  like  unto  thee  : but  I will  accufe 
j thee,  dec.  Thus  farre  our  ovvne  Play-poet  from  his 
I ewne  experience.  By  thefe  three  feverali  witnefter, 

I to  which  ! might  accumulate  A t;i finite  ethers,  it  is  moft  <*$ee  Bifrop 
f apparant,  thatStage-playes  are  the  ordinary  occafions  Babmgton,  Ma~ 
I of  much  a chi  all  vvhoredome,  adultery,  and  fuch  iike  &cr TPerlfms, 
bcaftiy  lewdntflfe;  that  they  are  the  common  Nurleries, 

Schooles,  and  Seminaries  of  Adulterers,  Adultereftes,  Brm\ \ 

f Whore- mailers,  Whores,  and  fuch  polluted  creatures,  and  moft  o-  * 

I This  therefore  Should  caufe  all  chafte,  all  lober  Chrifti-  ther  Expofi- 
ans  to  abominate  them  ; all  Proteftant  States  and  ^i:s,otl  cke7. 
Churches  to  abandon  them.  f Vfe  all  eondemne  Pope  omman<ie“ 

1 Sixtus  the  / V*  with  the  unholy  holy  Church  of  Rome,  for  din?iy.aCC01> 

ere  fling  and  allowing  pub  like  Steves,  which  yecld  above  twenty  f ~ * , 

i thottfand  Duckyts  of  airmail  revenue  tc  the  pope  his  filths*  tornm^Bnt-^" 
retfe,  (for  holinefte  in  this  refped  I cannot  ftiie  itj  which  tani^.’Ccm- 
tfummeis  cafi  up  among  the  conftant  annuall  revenue  of  the  turia*  8.  pag. 

1 6*4*  Agrippa, 

De  Vanitate  Scientiarum.  cap.  64.  Efpencaeu»,De  Contincntia.lib.3.cap.4  Bifhop 
Morion,  in  his.Protcftants  Appcale. lib.i.  cap.  2.  icft.j^.&Iib.  j.cap.  p.feft.  f , 
rvhctc  many  of  their  oyyne  Authors  are  brough;  in  condemning  them, 

Lll  3 Church*, 
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E Dcut.  :5.1s.  fourth  ; whereas  God  himfelfe  5 ftrbidi  the  hire  of  an 
whoreto  he  cafl  intotheTrenfhrj  of  b>s  Sanctuary.  Jfthen 
tionbus  tem°"  wcall  cenfurelhe  rPapijU,  and  that  defervedJj,  for  toliera- 
ponbcs  Sixtus  * mg,  for  netting  Stems,  where  their  Prieffs,  their  Monkey 
Pontiifexm  .xi-  and  Frier s,  who  have  zc  wed  per pettiall  chtflity  (Rich  is  their 
mus  Roms  ^ __  hypocriticall  holinefie)  may  recreate  thewfelves  at plcafttre 
no . ilcad-nodu  n without  any  breach  tbsir  owns  Bijhcps  enioyning  every 

tru^In  Italia  °f  to  pay  an  dnnnall penfionfor  thar  Concubines  ^ whe- 
-Roraana  fcorta  *&*?  they  fife  or  fife  them  not , bee  iufe  th:y  may  ufc  them  if  they 
m finguhs  will:  fihali  wc our felves credl  or  toilc rate  Play- houics, 
hebdbmadss  which  are  no  other  1 but  a pub  like  Stems,  a profs  fed  Bro- 
;:^ianr  Pen<!et  thel-hwfe,  as  the  recited  Authors, and  the  Fathers  ftiic 
cenfus  animus  them  ? God  forbid.  Our  Religion,  our  God  enjoy  ne 
Honnanquam  us  not  to  doe  it,  in  that  they  command  us : k no:  to  esm- 
viginti  raillia  mit  adultery : 1 to  fiee  fornication,  and  me  leave  (ft ; yea,  m not 
cy£c~.fi  much  as  once  to  name  them  (much  leffe  to  a +,  to  coun- 
cl  ?i^Cpro  ;cri  temance, or  propagate  them)  as  bccommtth  Saints.  Our 
eTl>  Stage-playes  therefore  muft  certainely  be  finnefdll,  and 
uc  una cum  Ec-  abominable  even  in  this  rdpedh 
clefiarutn  pro- 

ventibus  etiamlenocimorum  numerent  mercedem*  Sic  enim  ego  illos  fupputantes 
aiiqiiando  audivi4Habetinquicntes,  ille'duobeneficia,  unum  cu.antum  aircorum 
vigtnti, alteram  prioratunaduratorum  qmdragima3&  tpesputanas  inBurdello,  quae 
reddunt  fingulis  hebdomadibus  julios  viginti.  Iam  vero  mhilominus  lenones  lime 
Epitcopi  illf&  otficiales,qui  centum  pro  Concubinatua  Sacerdotibus  quotannis  ex- 
torquent,  idq;  tam  palam3ut  spud  pkbcm  ipfam  in  proverbium  abirer,  ilia  eorum 
Concubinaria  exadtio  five  lenocinium  quo  diamt : habeat  vei  non  habeat,  aureum 
folvet  pro  Conciibina;  & habeat  fi  velit«  Sedia  regno  avariuae  nihil  tuipitudmi 
adlcribstwr  quod  lucrum  pareat.  ^gripfa}  De  vanitate Scientiarum. cap. 5 4.  JLfpcncxuA  in 
Titum.  cep.i  jag,6  j .6% .&  ve C<mtimntiaMb.$-C(i?.i.  i Theatrum  pudoris  publici  lu- 
panarium.  Cypmn,  Ve  Spcftaculis.  lib.  Theatrum  proprie  Veneris  domus  & facra- 
iium.  Ttrtullian,  DC  Spertaculis.  cap  9.10. &c,  Idem  vero  Theatrum,  idem&profti- 
bulum,eoquod  pott  ludos  exaftos  meretrices  ibi  profternantur.  Ifodor  Hif-On* 
ginvm.lib,  1 8 .cap. 41. Alexander  FabritiusfDeJlriifiorium  Viiiorum. pars  4.  c.t  $.5ee  p,$9°. 
Theatrum  publicum  incontinexuiae  gymnafium  : Babilonica  fornax,&c.  Cbryfofl.Ve 
Tan  tcitfiaHornilia.Z.  Torn.').  Col,  750.  C.  k Exod.io,i4.Math.5,z7<)z8.  \ x Cor. 
6-18.  m Ephel. 
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Altvsj  Sgena  Qv  I s T A. 

T'  He  fifC’cffed:  of  Stage-playcs,  is  the  general!  depra-  5 

vation  of  the  mindes,  the  manners,  both  of  their 
Adors  and  Spedator* ; which  adminiftreth  the  3 1 . Ar-  .Argument 
ument  again#  them . ^ 1 • 

That. which  ordinarily  corrupts  the  tnindcs , and 
vitiates  the  manners;  both  of  the  Adors  andSpe- 
tlators,  mtift  doubtkfTe  be  unlawful!,  yea  abomi- 
nable unto-  Chriftians,  if  not  intolerable  in  any 
Chriilian  wel- ordered  Common-  weale. 

But  Stage-pb*ves  n ordinarily  corrupt  the  mindes,  and  n Scilicet  cx- 
vitiate  the  manners,  both  of  their  Adors  and  pe&«urrxa- 
Speda'tors*  dat- mater  ho- 

, Therefore,  they  mull  doubtleife  bee  unlawful!,  vea  rer  hone  ft  os, 
abominaule  ninto  Chnitians?  intolerable  in  any  resquimquos 

I Chriilian  wel-ordercd  Common-weale.  * habet?  IuvcmL 

The  Major  is  mod  apparantly  evident;  Firft,  from  Satyr  6,^^  o4 
he  very  principals  of  reafon  : 0 For  what-ever  vitiates  ~ . 

nothtrthng  (efpeciajiy  mens  mindes  and  manners)  nimefldt  tale, 
sufi needs  he  corrupt  iife/fe,  the  depravation  of  the  one,  eft  magistale* 
arifing  mecnlj  from  tje  pravity  of  the  ether : If  Stage-  ^Ariflot  PojlcY. 
layes  therefore  corrupt  the  manners,  the  mindes  of  Mi-cap.z.fe& 
ther$,they  cannot  but  be  ill  themfelves.  Secondly,  l4; 
om  the  grounds  of  Theology  •.  which  as  they  enjoy  ne 
| en  q to  avojd  the  corruptions  that  are  in  the  world  through  p Gal.  8. 
hQ  : r to  efehue  all  occafions  0}  evilly  f all  fcurrilotu  idle  Ephef  4.21,29. 
wecheSi  c all  niched  places , all  Uvrde  companions  which  may  1 Tim.6. 
ifile  their  foules,  tbetr  manners ; And  u to  keeps  themfelves  * Pct’1,4' Rev* 

^2.Pet.i.4.  r iThef.j.12.  r Ifay52.11,  s-  Cor.  6.  14.  to  i§,  Ephcf.  4. 
a.  tap.  5.  5,4,  ix.  t 1 Cor,  5.  9, 10,  u.  Pfal,  6.  7.  Prov.  j.  8,  10,  u. 
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* °£ut-  "5- l3-  (f. hureb  ; whereas  God  hitnielfe  8 forbid/  the  hire  of  an 
^Sed’&«’«n  Wiwt  to  be  cafl  intftfoTrMfaj  of  bn  Santtuary.  If"  then 
tier, bus  tcm-"'  wc  all  cenfurt  the  Tafijis,  and  that  de fervidly,  for  tollera- 
ponbus  Sixtus  ting,  for  ertQiug  Stem),  where  their  Prieflt,  there  Marker, 
Pontuexcv.xi-  and  Friersywho  have zcmd  perpetual/ chaftity  (Rich  is  their 


nobile  admodu 
1 


mus  Roms  _ hy  pocriticall  holineffe)  may  recreate  thtmfelves  at  f leaf  are 
Li  vtrni-  1C-0CU  mt^out  **9  breach  of+w,  fhstr  ovene  Bijhcps  emoyning  every 
truxit.In  Italia  °f  t0PAJ  an  annual/ penfion  for  their  Coreubtnes^  tvhe- 
Roraana  fcorta  f^er  *key  ups  or  ufe  them  not,  bcc  mfe  they  may  ufethem  if  they 
’.a  lingula*  mil : fhali  we  our  felves  eredt  or  tollcrate  Play- homes, 

hebdomadal  which  are  no  other  * but  a public  Stews,  a prof -{fed  Bro- 

theUboufe,  as  the  recited  Authors, and  the  Fathers  ftile 
cenfus  anuius  them?  God  forbid.  Our  Religion,  our  God  enjoyne 
fionnunqmm  us  not  to  dee  it,  in  that  they  command  us : k no:  to  com- 
vigimi  millia  mil  adultery : 1 to  fist  for*  teat  ton  y and  unc  leave ffe  • jcay  m not 
^ p^c",  fi  much  as  once  to  name  them  (much  idfetoad’,  to  coun- 
cRR^proceri  t^nance,  or  propagate  them)  as  be  commeth'S  tints.  Our 
id  munirt  elb,  Stage-playes  therefore  mud  certaindy  be  finnefull,  and 
uc  una cum  Eo  abominable  even  in  this  reipedh 
clefiar-um  pro- 

ventihus  etiamlenocimorum  numerent  mercedem4  Sic  cnim  ego  illos  fupputames 
aliqUando  ain!ivi4Habet  inqiiientes,  ille'duobenehcia,  unum  curantum  aircorum 
viginti, alteram  prioratumdu;atoruaiquidragiiK3,&  tresputsnas  inBurdello,  quae 
reddunt  Enguiis  hebdomadibus  julio*  vigi’ml.  Iam  vero  nihilominus  lenones  funt 
Epiicopi  illi  & otfieialeSiqui  cenfum  pro  Concubinatua  Sacerdotibus  quotannis  ex- 
torque nt,  idq;  tam  palam,ut  apud  pkbcmipfam  in  proverbium  abirer,  ilia  eorum 
Concubinaria  exncHo  Eve  lenocimum  quo  dicunt : habeat  vel  non  habeat,  aureum 
tolver  pro  Concubine  & habeat  li  velit4  Sedifl  regno  avaritiae  nihil  turpitudini 
adferibieur-qued  lucrum  par  eat.  ^sgrippa, Devastate  Scientiarum.cap.$4.  Efpcncaue  in 
Titum.  ctp.i.pag.6 7. 68.^1)* Gontimntia Jibbed?. i Theatrum  pudoris  publici  lu- 
panarnim.  Cypmn,  TJe  Spcftacutis.  lib.  Theatrum  proprie  Veneris  domus  & facra- 
rium.  TertuWan,  DC  Speftaculis.cap  y.io.&c,  Idem  vero  Theatrum,  idem&profti- 
bulum,  eo  quod  polt  ludos  exaftos  meretrices  ibi  profternantur.  lfiodor  Hi fp.Ori* 
ginum  liba  $. cap.  xx.  Alexander  FabritiusfDeJlriiflorium  Vniorum. pars  4.  ni$,bce  p^po. 
Theatrum  publicum  incontinentia?  gymrnfium : Babilonica  fornax,&c.  Cbryfofl.Vc 
TantentiaHcmlia.S.Tom,^.  Col,  750^ C.  k-  Exod.10.i4.  Math. 5,27,18.  ) 1 Con 
6. 1 8.  m Ephef. 
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A r.  T v s 5 Scena  Qv  inta. 

T'  He  fift^cfFed  of  Stage-play  es,  is  the  general!  depra-  5 

vation  of  the  mindes,  the  manners,  both  of  their 
Adors  and  Spedators ; which  adminidreth  the  5 1 . Ar-  Argument 
gument  againd  them . ^ 1 . 

That  .which  ordinarily  corrupts  the  mindes,  and 
vitiates  the  manners',  both  of  the  Actors  and  Spe- 
ctators, mr.ft  doubtldfe  be  unlawful!,  yea  abomi- 
nable unto-  Chrijtians,  if  not  intolerable  in  any 
Chridian  weh  ordered  Common- weale. 

But  Stage-pbiyes  n ordinarily  corrupt  the  mindes*  and  * Scilicet  cur- 
vin’ate  the  manners,  both  of  their  Adors  and  peSes  ut  rxa- 
Sped^tors*  dat- mater  ho- 

, Therefore,  they  mull  doubtldfe  bee  unlawful!,  yea  ^er  ll°QeitosJ 
abominable  uiiito  Chridians?  intolerable  in  any  resquim^ 
Chriftian  wel-ordered  Common-weaie.  * habet?  luvenai. 

■ The  Major  is  mod  apparantiy  evident : Fird,  from  Satyr. 6 JO, 
the  very  principals  of  reafon  : 0 For  what-ever  vitiates  g a cje 
another  thing  (efpecialiv  mens  mindes  and  manners)  LmeSdtt^e, 
mufi  needs  he  corrupt  iifelfe,  the  depravation  of  the  one,  eft  magis  tale* 
P arifing  wecYily  from  the  pravitj  of  the  ether:  If  Stage-  ^Ari[toL  Pojicr. 
playes  therefore  corrupt  the  manners,  the  mindes  o { Mi.cap-z.ft& 

. others, they  cannot  but  be  ill  themfelves.  Secondly,  \ 
l from  the  grounds  of  Theology  which  as  they  enjoyne 
men  ^ to  avojd  the  corruptions  that  are  in  the  world  through  p Gal.  6,  8. 
Ittfl  : r to  efehue  all  occafions  of  evilly  * all  fcttmlow  idle  Bphef  412,20. 
| fetches*  c ail  wicked places , all  lew de  companions  which  may  1 Fim.  6.  5, 
defile  tketr [ouleSj  their  manners ; and  u to  keeps  themfelves  * pct.i.4-Kev. 

1 zPet.i.4-  T iThef.f.ia.  f Iuy5a.11.  2-  Cor.  6.  14.  to  18,  Ephcf.  4. 
19.  tap.  *.  3,4,  IX,  * 1 Cor,  5.  9, 10,  u.Pfah  6.7.  Prov.  j.  8,  9,10,11. 

Ic  lam,  1.2.7. 
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v zibet,  n.un frottgd  of  the  world:  So  they  cond'.mnc  x all  occafious  of 
Rev.19.z- Mu.  tVi\ly  all  dilhoneft  contaminating  pleafures  of  fmne 
j^;“5;U:-wlrich  filthily  difteinemens  foules.  Thirdly,  froixi 
io.  J the  rudiments  of  civ  ill  policy.  For  as  y the  (t*pptneffe9 

7 Plin.  Pane-  honor , life  and fafety  of  every  Common-  we  ale  con  fits  the 

gyr.  Trajano  izgenuitj , temperance,  and  true  vertuom  dijpofition  sftho  peo- 

dirtus-Z  -no-  p res  Angles  and  manners  • fo  the  z diftemperattsre9malady.and 
Cyn  Hif?  1 1 i conjufionofitAlwapesffuejfromthe  exorbitant  obhquHy,  the 
Oforius  De  uncontroled  diffolutenefe,  and  degeneracy  of  their  vtiieuo  ltvesf 
Regum  Inftit.  a which  bring  certaine  ruing.  Whence  the  rusfl  prudent  Princes* 
hb«  l-  Ariftot,  An£l  Repubkques  in  all  ages thave^  couflantly  Juppreged  all  fwh 
Chr-foft  H6  $‘sajmes>  **  wight  either  empty  [on  the  yon  gey  peoples  m**- 
1 7.  A.d  Popu-  nerty  or  pervert  their  mwdes.  The  Major  thcreforeis  irre- 
lu  Antiochix.  fragable. 

vid.  Jbidem . The  Minor,  is  an  avowed  truth,  Rot  onely  ratified 

16  Nulla  peftis  {^y  experience,  but  by  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  fun- 
CivTntfquam  dry  States  and  Writers  in  all  ages,  both  Pagan  and 
mcru  licemi?.:  Chriftian.  To  begin  with  Pagan  Authors,  States,  and 
nulla  lues  te-  Magiftrates.  The  tinparalleld  Phiiofopher  Plato,  as  his 
trior  quam  ins-  c oyvyte  yyorkjs,  with  ^fandry  others  tejhfie , bantfhed  all  Stage- 
probuas,  Nam  p[ayerJ^  pUy.poets^  and  Play-poems  out  of  bis  Common-wealc » 
vendumcorpo-  as  being  the  chief e inftruments  to  effeminate  the  mindetyto  vi- 
ra  laxatis  & tiate  the  manners  of  the  people , ( effecially  the  yon ger  fort) 
diffolutis  ner-  and  to  withdraw  them  from  the  fludy  of  vertue,  to  the  love  of 
vis  languid^  ^ce%  c Anflotle^  the  Oracle  of  all  humane  literature 

redduntur,  dil-  ..  ..  ^ . 

cordiao  j elementorum  corrumpuniurjita  malis  civmm  moribus  inermes  hunt  Cavi- 
tates eorumq;  pethdu  magna  vaftantur  imperixCafe.Tolit.l.j .p.i . • See  Oforius.,Dc 
Return  lnftit.l-8  5*  b See  Zencphcn.De  Inftit.  Cyri  HiftJ  i.a.  PUto,Dc 

Repub. Dialog  4*&  Legum  Dial.7.Ariftot.PoIit.l.7,c.i  *.17  .&  i-8.c.i.to  f.  Plutar* 
chi  Laconica!Inftir.&  De  Educat,Pueiorum.  Bodinu$,De  Repub,l,6.c.i.  Erafrous, 
DeEducatione  Fuerorum.  j£neas  Sylvius,  De  Libercrum  Educatione.  Mapharu* 
WiuSjDe  Edueatione  Puerorum,l4i.z,  c De  Repub.  Di;.log.8.  & 10.  p.  696. 697 
Le^um  Dialog. a.p.$8o.58 1.  4 Cicero.Tufcul.Quseft.U.pvH^.Plutarchi  Plato  &, 
DcAudicndis  Poctis.  Auguft^De Civit.Dei.l.2.c.i3.1.8<Cj^i43i8ati.  & Ludov. 
Vives  Notae  Ibidem .Fr anci feus  Zepherus.Epift.Nuncupnt.in  Apologet.Tertulliani. 
A^rippi,  De  Vanit.  Scient«c.4.Ca:UusRhodig.Ant.Lea.l.7.  c.i.  Rodolphus  Gual- 
tWr.Hom.i  i.inNahum.  M.Northbrooke,  M. Stubs,  D. Remolds,  Goffon,  aad 
others  in  their  Treaties  againft  Stage-playes,  tec.  e Politic,  lib.  7»  cap.  s 7.  & L I. 
tap.  7-Sec  Aft.  7.5cMC^.'aadh«e  page  3^.  xMk» 
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^tx  eludes  t to  e Stage-pUyes  out  of  hu  Ttpuhlicke  debarring 
youth  s and  children  from  them,  as  being  aft  to  poyfoit  both 
(fair  m rides  and  manners,  with  their  groffe [cur  nitty  and  lafct- 
viqua  fberres.  f SoUn,  the  wifeft  of  the  ancient  Grecian  t Plutarchi  So~ 
Lawgivers,  reieElzd  Stage-playes ; not  onelj  as  lyi'"gy  but  lon.p.ji^ioe, 
deceitful!  fiSltons;  which  maid  quick,!}  teach  men  both  to  cheat,  ^crt4^*1  ^°“ 
to fte  ale , to  flay  the  hypocrites  and  diffemblcrs,  and  to  circum-  c TufcuI.Quaeft 
vent  men  in  their  dealings,  to  the  pubhke  prejudice  : whence  lib.4.necrc  thc 
he  deemed  them  unfufferahle  mifehiefes  in  a Citty . S TuHj,  end.De  Leg? 

^ declaimes  again  ft  all  plcafurt.blc  effeminate  amorous  Tlajes  bus.  l.i.necrr 
and  Poets,  as  the  contagions  of  mens  mtndes  and  manners,  " ecn  *&i*j 
through  their  excefftvo  delicacy  ; whence  he  advifeth  the  Ro-  ^ret  em* 
mans  to  abandon  them,  left  they  fhould effeminate  and  corrupt  h See  Plutarcfc 
them  as  they  had  done  tbs  Grecians , andfo  fubvert  their  Em-  De  Gloria.  A- 
tire.  Seneca  informesus.  'that  there  is  nothing  fo  term- 

' j \ r.  ji  i r i r lib«Thucidide& 

ctous  to  good  manners,  as  to  Jit  tdlely  at  Stage-playes : for  Hiftl  j.p  477 
then  vices  eaftly  creepe  upon  us  through  pleafttre : Jnd  there-  luftin.Hift.i,K 
fore  k he  much  bewailes  the  frequent  cone  our  ft  of  the  Roman  l Nrhil  verd, 
Tonthto  Playes  and  Theaters,  as  an  undoubted fymptome  of  a tim  damaofuai 
degerated  declining  State , then  neere  to  ruins,  1 Plutarch,  bonismonbus, 
an  eminent  Moralift  and  Hiftorian,  difapproves  all  Stage - ^^culo'de^ 
playes ; not  oaely  as  lafcivious  vanities , occaftoning  much  pro-  fidere:  Tunc 
digall  vaine  expence  to  the  Refubltkes  dantmage ; but  as  con - emm  per  vo~ 
tagious  evils  which  blaft  the  venues, marre  the  ingennoies  edu-  luptateinfaci- 
cation,, corrupt  the  lives  and  manners  of aH  thofe  who  frequent 
them, and  with  all  he  repots  of  * Gorgias,  that  he  reputed 
Tragedies  and  Stage-piay  is , me  ere  mpoftures.  151  Livy  the  V iipift.  90. 
gra veil:  Roman  Hiilorian,  writes  of  Playes  : That  they  111,11$  Nat, 

I are  [carve  a toller  able  tolly  or  madneffe  in  wealthy  Ktngdemes : Quaeft.lib.?_. 

cap.  31 .3 

Controvert. lib.!, ?ro:e:n;o.  See  Anguft. De  Civitate  Dei. liK1.cap.91.13.  4 Pl*~ 
! farchi  Solon.  Lrconkn  Infti.ata.  De  Gloria  AthenienGtim.  De  Audiendis  Poeds. 
i lib.& ‘tympofi  iib.7.Qu«cft  &.  * Dc  Audiendis  Pcetis.  png.  16.  m Inter  aliarum 
parva  pnncipiarerurn3  mdorum  quo^jue  prima  origo  ponenda  vifa  eft>  ur  appareree 
quam  nbf  no  initio  resin  bincopokntisrcgnis  vix  tolerabilem  infenia  vene, it,  &c- 
; Nectamen  ludorumpri  ivm  mitium  orocur3ndis  religiombus datum  ancreligio'ue 
i animos3au!  co.-pora  morbis  levavir,  &c  Itaqiiecumpiaculorurnnngis  nonquifitio 
animos  quam  corpora  in  .rbi  aificer-nt*  Livy  Hifl.  Aom.  lib.7  {c&.  3.4.  Franco- 
pag.  if*.  *56* 

(JU  Vi  m affirmmg 
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into  Rome  At  jirjt  with  an  intent  to  *ffw*gc  the  P Ugtte,  and  to 
at  tone  their  enraged  VeviHgodsy  did  farre  more  tnfett  the 
mindss  of  tht  Romans,  then  the  P ejiiler.ee  did  thzir  bodies* 


tbit  theft  Stage-fUyes  which  were  brought 


* Theacra  n Valerius  tJMaximus  relating  the  manner  and  caufe  of 
cogitata* culms  introducing  Stage-playes  among  the  Roman$,iecords  > 
Deorum,  & that  they  were  brought  tn,  and  dcvi[edl  oncly  (or  the  warjhtp  of 
hominurndc-  tb:ir  Dntll-Idols  and  the  delight  of  men  - and  that  not  with- 
i^non°finVali*  out  the  blufh  or  fhxme  of  peace  \ the  Romanes  having  ftar.td 

quo  pacis  ru.  both  their  plea fures  and  religion  wttb  ctvtll  b!;od,  by  meants  of 

bore  volupta-  fcenicaU  Prodigies.  So  that  he  reputed  the  tollcrating  of 
tem  & religio-  piayeS)  a blenwfh  to  the  Roman  State,  which  he  there 
ne™  cu'lil  fin-  concludes,  to  be  intolkrable  mijehiefet  in  a Republtke, 
fumSpcr ten-0'  grand  empoy [oners  of  mens  manners , from  the  ^Aaffiltenfes 
tqrirai  gratia  example,  which  he  there  appUtsdct.  * Socrates ,ike  very  mfefi 
r.iactilaruitt.l.i  Grecian,  by  the  exprejfe  refolutton  of  the  Delphian  Oracle , 
C'P*4*  Dc  Spe-  ? ag  Comedies  as  pcrntciotte,  Ufciviotu.fcHrnlow, 
&[■  oaf1  Andunfeemtlypaftimes,  to  which  he  refafed  to  re  fort ; w.oich 
56 1 i.wji  6.  can  fed  Ariftop  banes,  that  carping  Comedian, to  traduce  him 
* Plato,  bocn-  on  the  lit  ace.  * /(berates, that  grSve  Grecian  Orator, ■3.  - 
tis  Apolog.p.n  chimes  afamU  all  Playes  and  Atiors  at  pernicious, fcnrriloM, 
•PiogXaertij.  ridiculous  jnvtUive,  and  expenfive,  not  toller  able  in 

» PlStn  & D,£o  ‘ « 0"y-  That  valiant  Roman  * sJMarms,  in'  his  Gratien  to 
gines  Laert.  I-  the  T.orr.an  Senate  and  people ; produceth  this  ae  an  argument 
b:d  & iEiian.  hath  of  his  veils  dome . temperance,  valour  and  vertue , which 1 


f-  IUC  01  * t j > 

311.Ed1t.1613.  Indies.  alttoether  mbefeeming  the  world;  whence  be 
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hadcat'kereJ,  and  in  his  P Softies  liken  ife,  if  dit'atnes  PEpift.lib.*. 
agatnfl  them,  M tniollcrab  e mifchtefcs  in  a Crmaon-wea/e,  <1  £x*t  * LV u.  0 
for  the  precedent  reafons.  Cornelius  Tacitus,  an  Hiftorian  jUOj  ^au^tim 
of  no  lirall  repute,  informes  us,  l that  the  hereditary  an-  pathos  mores, 
eient  manners  of  the  Rj&.  ics  were  by  little  and  httie  crrup'ed  tunditus  evcia 
grd  abohjhed,  their  pxbtths  dijctpltne  fahverted  by  Stage-  Fer  accualaici- 


flares;  whence  he  &o!*t*2$s  agasnfi  them  as  the  very  f fagots,  cor- 

and  overthrow  of  'he  Ron*:  ,-i  State  : 1 inveighing  much  a-  idpi&  corrum- 
gainfl  that  Aionfhr  Nero,  who  corrupted  the  Roman  Nation^  pare  queat,  ia 
anddrtw  then*  onto  allhinde  of  Vice  •>  of  luxury  and  l wdrefe,  “ft  vifatur* 
by  thefe  accurjed  Stages  t ^yes,  to  the  fubltke  mine.  And  not  ^Sencr“^ue 
onely  he,  but  ;i*e\  f Tobbtur,  1 DtonCaf&s.  u Iufim,  ^'uivcatu^ 
x Suetonius,  ? z Hcrodtan , a hi! ms  Capitolinas,  gymnafia  & o- 

h Trcbtiltm  P cilia,  c Ffavittt  Veptfcus,  and  * lav  end,  (to  tia  & turpes  a- 
paflfe  by  e Eutroptus, { Oroftus,  g Zonara 4, h Gnmfion, i Op-  mbresexercen. 
mecrus , with  other  Cbriftian  Hifiortans)  condemn*  and 
cenfure , Nero,  Claudius, Tiberius,  Commodus,  Helio-  ribus3qiu  non 
gabalus,  Verui,  Baibinus.  Maximinus,GaIlienus,  Solo-  modo  vitijsli- 
nius,Carinus,  and  other  dt folate  Roman  Emperours ; for  aft-  ceatiamper mi* 
tng,  countenancing  and  frequenting  PUyes ; and  harbouring  vmi 

age-players ,( with  whom  they  fometimes  fraught  their  Courts  ) ( ^ 

which  dtd  not  only  cxhaafl  their  trea fares,  and  impoverish  thesr  f vk3.  Ibidem! 
fubiefls,  but  even  corrupt  thetr  dijctpltne,  and 0 range ly  vitiate  * Annai.l.i^c, 
and  deprave  not  onely  their  cwnefaut  the  very  peoples  min.de s 2*  3 • & hb.  i 6. 
and  manners,  by  drawing  them  on  to  all  licentious  difolutenefe,  yfff'  VI<^ 

f Kiftoria^l.f.Edit.BaGna;^ 5 57^.444. c RomtHift  I.^/.p  7 98.  & I. 79.  p.827.828. 
11  HiftonsE.l.^.p.79.  * Suet.Ntro.fed.i  j4iz,ii,z2,2,6.Tibetins.  fe&»47.  Caligula, 
feft.i8.2i,5  4,5  5,Claudiu  /ed«^.7,2.i*34«y  De  Gloria Athenienfum. lib.  1 Kifto- 
y\x,\  1,  *•  Ejufdem.Verus. p. 67.68, 6p.&  Maximinus  & Balbinus.p.501  *>  Ejufdem. 
Gallieniduo.p. $07.3 06,509,3 10,3 1 4 317.419.  c Ejus  Carinus.p.  447.449',  470^ 

4 InvenaI.Satyr.8 . * Rerum  RorrJ.9  & 10  .Tiberius, CaIigula,Nero5HeliogabaIiis, 
&c*f  Hiftor  .1.7,07,1 6.  & 37. S AnrrfLTom.2.  in  the  lives  of  Nero,  Caligula,  arid 
thefe  other  Emperors. h Imperiall  Hiharv,in  thehves  of  thefe  Emperors,  i Chro- 
nogr.  in  thefe  Emperors  lives.  k Studs  Hiftcrica.C  hguh  & Ardaburius.  losnnis 
SarisberienlisjDe  Nugis  Cu;inliu:n.ij.c.7.8.See  I.G.  his  refutation  of  the  Apolo- 
gie  for  Adors.p.  1 t.i  ? . 1 Carinushoi-.o  pmnium  contaminatiflimus,  adulter,  fre- 
quens  corruptor  mventutisjenormibus  fe  vinjs  & mgbnti  faeditate  mr.  tulavrt.Ami/: cs 
optinaos  quofq;  religavit : peflimum.quemq;  oiegir  :.ut  temut.  Mimis,  meretricifcus, 
pantomimiSjcantonbttS  acq*  lenonibus,  palarmu;  i5nplevit>&c.  F laid  Fopfci  Car 
t*l>  446-447. 
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ardexcejfe  of  vice,  to  the  very  utter fubverfien  of  their  States, 
^ >-c  Auguft.  rr.  M t',ej9  Authors  toy  ntlj  tcftifie,  whofe  walls  could  not  fe» 
i <?  V l'K  Cure  tr:m  vktn  as  their  venues,  tbirr  manners  were  gone 
i.Vap.i!’  quite  tor wpif.  n Horace  and  luvenal,  in  their  feverall  Sa- 
n See  Srrm..  r.  tyricali  Poems,  together  with  Cjellius  Nottium  A tricar*. 
Satyr, i c. p.191  lib.  20.  cap. a.  inveigh  againft  thefe  Stage-playes,  Players, 
anc^  Stagc-houfes,  **  the  occafons  of  much  villany  and 
-Is  £>ft6r  ^w^neff9l  the  corrupters  of  youth,  effect  ally  of  the  female  fex, 
p.  a74,.Ep;{l!u  who  were  made  Strumpets  by  them  • and  as  the  Jhames , the 
E-p.i.p .17 8.  to  b/emfbes  of  the  Citties  where  they  were  permitted • The 
a85.Dc  Arte  wanton  Poet  Ovid  ; who  was  farre  enough,  I am 
fure*  from  all  Puritanicall  precifenetfe,  as  men  now  ftile 
to\'oi?3*02"  itjisevenarancke  Puritan  in  this  cafe  of  Stage-playes, 
19  Cuneis  an  For  after  he  had  informed  his  bawdyJeacherous  com- 
habent  fpeda-  panions • that  Playes  and  P lay -houfes  were  the  beft' places  of 
culatotis  Quod  Mart  for  unchafle  bar gain  e s ; the  mofi  commodious  haunts 
«uodU*  Inde’  f6r  *moroUt  Lvvers,  *tndPVh3rc-maflers\  the  mo  ft  dangerous 
excerpere  pof-  fnares  19  ^trap  beautifull perfons , arid  the  oneij  places  for 

iis  > luvenal. So*  Panders,  Wbore-maftcrSi  whores  and  fucb  like  beaftly  Men - 
tyr<6.  p,  43.43.,  monfters  to  catch  their  de fired  prey ; in  tbefe  lafesvious  diftikes; 
SeePAUshi 4 which  notably  difery  the  intoilerabk  mifehiefes  both 
pa^froni  du-  °f  Hayes  ^Theaters : 
rior  hujus,Qui 
fedet  & fpedat 
trifeurria  Pa- 
triciorum.  Res 
baud  mira  ta- 
men  cithar^do 
p incipe  mi- 
ni us  Nobilis  : 
h.-cc ultra  quid 
erit  nifi  ludiw  $ 

& lllic  dedecus 
urbishabes,&c. 

Ibidem . Satyr.  3. 
p4g.8i.5ee  $2- 
tyr.iofp#94  49 

Satyr. ir.  p.iod 


P Sed  tu  pracipue  ettrzis  venart  T heatris . 

H&c  loea  funt  votis  fertilnra  tuts . 
lllic  tuv  ernes  synod  ames,  cyuod  htdere  poffis ; 

£tsodq3  feme l tangos,  eyuod^  tenerc  veils. 

Vt  redit  tt^freqttens  longum  formica  per  agmen 
Cjranifcro fohtum  dum  vehit  ore  cibumjjyc* 

Sic  rutt  ad  celebres  ctsltiffma  famtna  ludos : 

Copia indicium  fape  moratameum eft* 

Spell  ^tumvewunt,  venmnt  fpettentnr  ut  ip  fa: 

I lie  locus  cafii  aamna  pndoris  habeti 
rprimui  folltcttosfecifh  Romule  ludos • 

Cum  iuvit  vtduos  rapta  Sabina  vires  ,&c. 

In  gradi bus  feditpepuius  de  ceffitt  fattu* 

1 1 0,1 1 r . Satyr. 1 4«p  19  j.  EdieLondim.1^1  f , P Ovid, De  Arte  Aitundi.lib.,! . pag. 
1 61. Edit.  Op^rumcius  ia  16,  Raphelengi;.  ttfn.parsj, 
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valtbet  htrfutru  fronde  tegente  comas. 

‘Pgjp  taunt  ccultftfe  not  ant  fibt  qmfifapuellam, 

Quash  velit : & tacJto  peftore  multa  movent 
T>ttir.q3  rudem  pr  dibent  e modum  ubictnc  Thu  fee , 

Lydius  aquat  im  ter  pede  pulfat  humum^c, 

Protemss  exiltunt , animum  clamors  fatentes, 

V»rgtmbus  cuptdas  tnijcmnt % mamsj&c. 

Romule  miitubu  fciftt  dare  commoda  folk , 

Hac  nuhi ft  dederu  commoda,  mtles  ere* 

Scilicet  ex  tllo  foLmma  more  Therttra, 

Nmc  quo  for  mo  ft s inftdsofa  moment* 

When  he  had  thus,I  fay , difcovered  the  lewdneffe  of 
thefe  Stage- play  es,  though  to  a lewde  intent,  and  with- 
aU  informed  Lovers,  that  it  was  impofftble  for  Parents, 
for  Hufhands,  with  all  thetr  caryatid  tnduftry  to  keeps  their 
Wives  or  Children  chafte,  as  long  as  there  are  fo  many  Play- 
boufet  f offered  in  the  Ctttj , in  thefe  foure  verfes  : 

<2  Quid  faciet  cuflos  ? cum  ftnt  tot  in  Hr  be  Thtatra : $ Dc  Arte  A, 
Cum  fpetlct  tun  cl  os  ilia  Ub enter  equos  : mandi  li'd! 3 . 

Cumfedeat  'Than*  facris  operata  invent  a : P3§' 1089 

Qp0/h  !Ht  smites  ire  vet  ant  nr  eat . 

(A  good  caveat  for  Husbands,  for  Parents,  to  keepe 
their  Wives,  their  Daughters  from  all  Playes  and 
Play-houfes  : ) In  his  Booke  De  rRemedto  lAmoris  : he 
advifeth  all  thofe  who  would  live  chaftly,  and  keepe 
under  their  unchaftc  defires ; to  withdraw  tbemfe Ives  from 
Stage-plays s \ to  c aft  away  all  PUy-bookes,  Playes,  and  amo- 
rous Poems  efpeaally  Tibullus,  and  his  owns  wanton  Verfes ; 
in  thefe  enfuing lines. 

r At  tantt  ubi  ftt  non  indulgere  Thcatris , r De  Uemedio 

Dttm  bene  de  vacuo peSorscedat  amor  : Amons.  lib.*, 

Snervant  antmos  cythara , cantufq3  lyra^e  P3S*  *30j 

Et  vox  & numeris  brachia  mot  a fats , 

UUc  fiffidue  fifti  fait  ant  ur  am  antes . 

Quidcaveas,  attor,qmd  tttvet  arte  docet • 

EJoqaar  invttus : teneros  ne  tang  s Poet  as  : 

Mmm  1 
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Summoneo  dotes  tmptas  efleuteas* 
Calltmachumfugtto ; k§*  eft  tnirmcus  Amort 
Et  cum  Calltmacho  tu  qnoq^  Coe  voces* 
Carmnsa  qttu  pot mt  tuto  legtfte  TtbuRi  ? 

Vel  tua  chins  opus  Cynthea  fola  fun  l 
Quit  potuit  leElo  auras  difee  dere  (ft a! Is  ? 

Et  me  a nefeio  quid  carmiva  tale  fenantgfe. 


And  to  fhew  his  utter  deteftation  oP'playes  and 
rV?Cl>-!  knp”  Ptay-houfes,  { whofe  amorous  lewdneffe  heat  Urge difctpbers: 
obSr™ioc°an-  in  formes  ese/ugl/fm,  tka;  they  are  the  Semmarut  »fall  i 

tes  ? Quifcm-  wfydwfle  .—the  frequent  oecafons  of  much  pun:,  much  level- 1 
per  iun&i  cn-.-  *?ejfe  and  adultery  unto  very  many  • the  places  of  many  adulte-  | 
men  am  or  is  rGPM  meettngsfand  whorifb  contrails : whereupon  he  per  [wades  ] 

bus  aflidi^cuT  AuguftuSj  utterly  to  demohfhaU  plaj-ksufes  and  Theaters ; | 
tus  procedita-  to  damns  up  all  the  portals  and  paffages  to  them;  and  to  [up-  j 
dulter,Verbaqj  pr*{fe  ^ Stage-playes ; that  fo  theft  their  pernicious  fruits  I 
dat  ftultocadi-  might  be  prevented.  Ail  w hich  hee  thus  elegantly  ex-  ! 
pwffeth. 

lVt  tamest  hoc  fat  cor  ’ ludt  queq^  femmaprabent 
ITeqwtta ; to  lit  tot  a Theatra  tube 
Eeccandi  caufam  qudm  muhuf&pe  dedcruat : 

(JMartia  cum  durum  fternit  arena  folwn  l 
TolUtur  [trcKSfie'i  tuta  licentia  (fttret  eft : 

Use  fedet  ignoto  iunfta  paella  viro. 

Cumquadam  ftatientur  in  haettt  amator  codtm 
Convent&l : quareporticHs  uRa  patet  * 

Omnia  per verfas  poffxnt  c or  r ampere  mentes. 


flis  remerari 
vocibus  aures. 
AiTueicunt  o- 
culi  mutta  pu- 
denda pati. 
Cumqj  fefcllit 
amans  aliqua 
novitate  tnari- 
tum,  Plaudkur 
&magnopal- 
ma  favore  da- 


tur.  Uxc  tu  What  could  any  Puritan(as  ourprophane  Piay-haun-  I 
ftanda  • c ttrs  themjhave  (aid  more  againft  Playes  then  this  ? 9 
dediil^Scemca  anc^  what  can  any  Chriftian  fpeakeltfle  againftthtm,  fl 
vidifti  Isetus  a-  when  as  aprophane  lafcivious  Heathen  Pott  hath  writ-  1 
dulteria.  Trifii-  ten  fo  much  ? If  therefore  we  are  loath  to  paffe  a cen-  I 
fure  upon  Stage-play es,  or  to  abandon  Play-houfes  for  1 
* “ ftare  we  friould  be  as  good  as  Puritans ; yet  let  us  now  j| 

at  laft  denounce  them,  outt>f  (hame,  left  we  prove  farre  { 
* Werfethen  Pagans,  left  Horace , 1 z&Iuvenal,  and  thefe  1 1 

fore-  1 
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fore-named  Heathen  Authors:  left  wanton  Ovid:  or  8 Elegiaram.l. 
obfccne  Porpeiittu,  (who  thus  cryes  out  of  Theaters : 

S O turns  ex  it  to  nata  Theatra  me§  ! ) $ 

fhouldbee  more  gracious,  holy  and  precife  then  wee; 
whofe  holineffe  h [hottld  exceed  even  that  of  Scribes  and  Tha-  i Pet,].  14,1  5,16. 
refits,  * much  more  then  this  of  wanton  Pagan  Poets , k which  i Ephef.  z.?,3. 


carried  them  no  farther  then  to  Hell ; what  ever  Lome  old,  ^p^7,to  51‘ 

home  new  Pelagians  have  dreamed  to  the  contrary.  To  *k  ^before*4* 

pafle  from  Pagan  Authors,  to  Heathen  Magiftrates,  p. 07^98,  Gel 

States  and  Emperors.  The  1 ancient  Lacedemonians,  ex-  rardi  Voffij 

eluded  afl  St  age-play  es  cut  of  Sparta  .permitting  neither  (femi-  Dijbutat.  3 f. 

dies  nor  Tragedies  to  be  aUed  in  it , left  their  youth  fbould  be  ^ |I  tutl^s 

corrupted^  their  Lawes  derided  and  brought  into  contempt,  pr]jeatr^i  *e  * 

And  when  as  an  Embaffadcr  of  Rhodes  demanded  of  a Lace-  dhira.8.  De  Sa- 

demonhn,what  was  the  occaf.on  of  their Jawes  again ft  Players  lute  Ethnico- 

and  Icfters,  five*  they  [hewed pleafure  to  the  people,  and  the  peo-  rum. Sc  Beck. 

pie  loft  nothing  by  tt,  but  laughed  at  t heir  folly.  * The  Lace- 

demonian  replied,  that  Lycurgus  Caw , heard  or  read  of  Hiftorh.p  j 

feme  great  d image  that  Placers  and  ftfiers  might  doe  in  the  Marke  16,16, 

Common-  wealeyfinct  he  had  ejlablifhed  ft  ftrait  a Law  agoinfi  lohn  3.18,36. 

them.  But  this  I know,  that  we  Greekes  are  better  weeptng  ?‘omj4-2-5* 

with  cur  Sages  then  the  Romans  laughing  at  their  Poole s . 1 eVv20«  ^I5’. 

The  Athenians,  though  m “they  much  honoured  Aftors,  Y' 

Players,  and  Play -poets  at  the  fir ft ; yet  growing  wtftr  by  deare - 1 Plutarchi  L> 

b ought  experience  at  the  Uft,  n when  they. had  effnn  nated  conica  Initial. 

thetr  mrndss  ,exhaufted  their  treafisre,  the  finite  s ofth.tr  ^ars,  ^atoms 

ana  brought  upon  them  fun  dry  mtfeh'sefes  j they  abandoned  al(  DioAyfius^°" 

comtcaR  Stagc-flayes  as  pernicious  evils,  -°  enabling  this  pub-  Hallicarnaf. 

like  law  ag&trft  them,  that  no  m in  fhould  ftam  thence  forth  Antiq.Rom,  I. 

prefume  to  pen  or  aft  a Comedy  ; and?  making  common  Actors  7 c.  9.  p.709. 

thence- forth  infamous.  The  very  Heathens  MaffUienfes  p!luarcni  A- 
J • jj  j y pothegmata. 

Dial  of  Princes.  1. 3.  c 44  Si  l.G.  his  Refutation  of  the  Apologie  for  A&ors.p.^o. 
* Platonis  Laches,  p jqo.Ajmihj  Probi  Praefario.Aiigaft.be  Civ'it.Dei.U.c-io.i  1 , 
iZii35i4.Sc  I.4.C.28.  n Plutarch  De  Gloria  Achenienfium«Lib.  Thucidides  Hiftor. 
l.$.p«477>Iuuin  Hiftor.i.6.p  59.  0 Plutajrch.De  Gloria  Athenienhum.  lib.  Volate- 
r anus.  Comment.!  i^.pig.31.3. P Chryfoftom.Hom.i^in  1 Coiv.Toin^.Col.j^. 
^ Valerius  Maximus.  1 c«4.  fe£t«7. Alexander  ab  Alexan  J.Genalium  Dieruim  ),6. 

c.zo.Agrippa,De  Vanir.Scient.c.io.Giialtker.Hom,n,in  Nahum.  Thomas  Suale- 
fius.Le<ft.7  7,inProverb.SaIomonis , wen 
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were  fo  Purit  Attic  ally  rigid  in  this  cafey  that  they  would  upon  nf 
tearmes , no  tntreattes  wiafoever,  permit  any  Stage -flay  ei  t o 
p Livy,  Rem.  be  afted  within  their  Cttty  or  Territories  ; for  this  very  reafon ; 
Hift.l.7.fca.i.  hfi  the  b 2 holding  of  them  frould  corrupt  the  mtndes  and  math- 
y Valerius  neyj  0f  their  Youth ; and  draw  them  on  to  commit  thofe  vtcet 
c 4 tn  earnefiyw^)tcb  were  afted before  t hem  hut  tn  teft.The  ancient 

miiij  p'robi*  Pagan  Romans  ^as  they  repntedall  common  Abler  s infamous 
PrxFatto.  Pla-  (as  the  ( Civilians  and  our  owne  e Statutes  now  eflceme 
ro  Legum  Du-  them,)  dtsfianchifing  them  their  trthe  as  unworthy  perfons  ; 

and  dtfahling  them  to  inherit e lands y to  give  any  publke  te/Ii - 
Pub! io  ^Qum-  wonJ betweeue  man  and many  or  to  bsare  any  honor , office  or 
ftio,  G dim’s  dignity  tn  the  Common  weale,  (u4  very  great  evidence  and 
N ostium  Attic,  acknowledgement  of  the  evtlneffe  of  St  age-play  es, as  Tertuilian 
1.  io.  c.4.  Ma-  and  ethers  defiant  on  it  • fxnce  Players  were  thus  branded  with 
crobius  Satur-  the  note  of  infamy , even  then  when  Tlayes  themfeives  were  tn 
dcusVnnal  l"  f^6tr  firfi  heftrequefl; ) ev:n  fo  * they  demolifhed  all  their 
i4.cap.xj.Au-  Theaters, together  with  the  Galleries  built  about  them  by  a 
guft.  De  Civit.  pub  like  edtV:i  left  the  nswdes  andmanmrs  of  the  people  fhettld 
Dei.^i.c.io.to  be  effeminated  and  de four ed  by  them , ft*  the  publike  prejudice. 
x^w'th  fun  C*  y Themiftocles  the  famous  Athenian  Generally  enabled  a 


Law^that  no  zJWagiftrates  (hould  refort  to  Stage-play esy  left 
the  (fommcn-woalth  it felfe  jhould  feems  to  loyter  and  play  tn 


dry  others 
fore-quoted. 

P* 13  5- 1 

Summa  Angelica. Tit. Infamin4Photij  Nomounonis.Tit  1 3.C.H.M.  Theod.  Bal- 
fomoruComment  Ibid.Gratian.Diftmcfio. 3 3. 48,86. & Caufa.4  Qu3e{t.64Toftatus. 
To  n, 3. in  Matth.6.Quaeft.  5 8 . & 67.fol.40.E.Ioannis  De  Burgo  Pupilla  Ocuh.pars 
7.c.5c4.Alvarus  Peiagiu$,De  Planftu  EccIefi£.(.i.Arrc«49.  A.&  l.a.  Artic.i8.Dige- 
itorum.l’.TiM.De  his  qui  notantur  infamia.Corpus Iuiis  Civilis.  Tom.i.p.^z. 
6c  Budsus  & Gothofredns  Ibidem.  See  p.  1 3 3 * before.  & Bulengerus  Dc  Theatro. 
I.1.C.5  j.Delnfamia  Theatri.*  i^Eliz.c.fjp.Eliz.cj.  a Quanta confeflio eft  ma- 
la? rei  cujus  auftores  curn  accepti  ftimi  fint  fine  nota  non  funt?  Tcrtul.7>e  Sfiftacj.n. 
* PrifcxRomanorum  leges  Theatra  ftuprandis  monbus  orientia  ftarimdeftruebam. 
Ter Ul. apologia  Advtrf.Gentes  c up.< 6 *Tom,z.pag.  589.  upon  which  Franafcus  Zephy- 
rus  thus  paraphrafech.Prifci  Romani  lafciviamTheitralem  ex  lege  mat  ion  cur3 
comprimebant,  gnari  quantum  moribus  civium  obefiV  pubhea  ilia  fpedaculorum 
immodefta  licentia./Mw.pug.jpi.  Ouevara3his  Di  1 of  Princes.  lib.3acap.44.  Au- 
guftinus  De  Civitate  Dei.lib.i. cap.  31,3 1^3  3.  & liD.icap.ia.i  $.  & Suetoni;  Otfa- 
v1us.fe6t.454  T Ioannes  Antonius  Campanus*  De  Gerer.do  Magiftratu.  lib.  Bibl. 
Patrum  Tom.15.  pag.819.  loan.  Sarisberienfis>De  Nugis  Curiaiium.lib.i.  cap.8- 
Ibidem. pagj 4f . & Plutarchi  Themiftodes, 

them. 
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ri)o»,(Et  utinam  andirctur  a roftris  (mitts  * Iohn  Sarif- ’ Niigis 
bury)ut  faltem  in  provertiori  state  nugis  fuis  republics  Curial«mU.«. 
feriaanteferrent:)  and  even  before  thk  Uw  of  hte,  it  was  c'4  : ^ ' 
an  ancient  cuftome  in  Athens,  which  was  long  obferved,  that 
not  the  leaft  admittance  into  the  Theater  [hsuld  be  given  unto 
any  but  fuch  whojhould  ftng  and  utter  hone  ft  things  ; left  the 
ijwagtft  rates  and  people  there  prefent  Jhoulct  he  made  [pettators 
of  difhone ft  pafttmes,  which  might  draw  them  on  to  vice*  Not  * Chryfoftom , 
to  /peak*  of  the  Gothes  and  ether  * Barbarians,  who  cenfured  Homil.  38.  in 
and  condemned  Stage-pUyes  as  effeminate  and  ridiculous  Matth.Tom.2c 
fuperfluitier . z Pbilippus  Glaverius  informes  US  out  of  Col. ,299.300. 
Tacitus, ( who  writes  thus  of  the  German  women.3  Ergo  ^l1^rrn,at  r)cs 
feptd  pudiciUa  agunt,  nulla  fretUcuisrum  Meet  hr  is,  cor-  iib.6.  pag.i  9 y.* 
rupt£ : ) that  the  ancient  Pagan  Germane*  knowing  with  a Anti^u.Gcr- 
what  things  the  chaftity  of  women  was  moft  corrupted  among  maniaeJ.ix.ao 
other  Nations , did  wboly  abandon  Stage-pUyes , with  which  L^uni  3ag’ 
they  were  unacquainted : of  the  corruption  of  which  ffeffacles  P^S*1  l’ 
Seneca  hath  Jpokyn  moft  truely,  That  there  is  nothing  fo  pre-  »DcMoribu5 
iudiciaS  to  good  manners  as  to  fit  tdly  at  a *Play*  for  then  vi-  Germanorum. 
ces  creepe  more  eafily  upon  us  through  plea  fare . b O Pro - feft.6.7.See 
fheticall  and  Dtvtne  (beech  moft  worthy  h great  a Teacher  of  * 9 vocem 

r /•  J . rri  I 1 rr  ; ; ? faudicam  ata; 

Wtfedome ! T hu  vertly  writes  this  Heathen  man, who  was  at-  x^ivinam  nr  - 

together  ignorant  of  thofe  divine  Precepts  which  God  by  Mofes  tCqUe  Gpient* 

and  other  'Prophets  hath  delivered  to  his  people,  (Ve  therefore  ad  dc&cre  dig- 

who  have  now  given  up  our  names  to  Chrfts  difcfplsne  and  niflimam.  Hoc 

warfare,  with  what  face  doe  we  now  not  onely  excufeour  Stage-  - a°Wnor«m 

fl  Ayes,  but  It  kg  wife  applauds,  and  voluntarily  inftitute  them  f ^xcepzov'dnC 

which  verily  are  fo  much  theleffe  to  be  toller  ated,  by  how  much  per  Moy- 

the  more  theg  exceed  the  meafure  of  that  old  Heathenijh  mo-  fen  olim  ahof- 

defty.  For  now  vices  dee  not  onely  fteale  upon  us  through  the  4ue  Prophetas 

fleafure  of  beholding  : but  they  are  as  it  were  by  force  thrift 

into  finccre  andpure  mtndes,  by  examples,  by  voice,  by  hand  rU- 

and  afttou  : fo  that  I vertly  believe,  there  were  never  any  dis.Ncs  leitur 

nunc,  qui 

! Chriftianae  difciplinae  militiaeque  dedimus  nomina^  qiiafronteludorum  fpe^acii- 
la^nonfolum  excufamus,  fedlaudamus  etiam  atque  ulrro  inflituimus^quas  fane  ed 
minus  crcnttoleranda  quo  naagisveteris  ilUus  gentilifque  modefttae  modum  exce- 

darx,  See*  ibidem. 
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■Auguftin,  Dc 


*nyentors  and  •AB’ors  of  Plajes  more  corruptly  licentious 
then  our : now  i-  But  tbefe  thtrgs  are  rather  forraigne , then 
vtr  owvc,  for  even  now  the  Germar.es  wives  are  leffe  foliated 
with  Stage-playes  then  the  wives  of  oiher  Nations.  The  an- 
cient and  moderne  Germanes  then, by  this  Authors  te- 
llimony, abandoned  Stage-p!aye$,as  the  very  Seminaries 
of  lewdneffe,  the  occafion  of  adultery,  and  the  grand. 
cinpoyfoners,eipecially  of  all  womens  manner  s;  which 
I would  wifh  all  husbands  to  oblerve.  Scipto  3s {afica, 
that  unparalleld  Roman  Generali,  as  c fundry  Authors 
teftife , dsd  by  a publike  decree  of  the  whole  Senate  demoltfh  the 
Cim.Dci.V.  1.  ^ernan  Theaters,  and  interdict  their  Stage-playcs,  as  the  very 
<\Ji  banc  and  rutne  c? the  Romans  manners.  Virtues,  valour,  and 

L x.c.iii  j,z7.  the  like : as  the  Seminaries  of  all  le  wdnejfe  effeminacy  ,id!enejfey 
pubT?  yY^ ' ViCe  wick^dneffe ; and  the  very  overtures  of  the  Common. 

Maximus"  l"  ma^e •’  who fe  welfare  was  altogether  tnconfiflent  with  lafcivi- 
2.C.4.  Vdlcius  Plajes.  W hich  worthy  ad  of  his, is  much  applau- 
Latercuius.  ded  by  Ltvy>  Tssdy.  S.  Augufftve,  and  others  here  quoted 
ttift.l.ip.16.  in  the  margent.  ^ Trebonitu  Rufimss,  bantfhed  ad  luff t 
lib^Eurr^1^’  St  age -pi ayes  out  of  Vienna  ever  which  he  was  G overnour, 

Rcrarn'Roma^  **  infe^l0Uj  their  manner  s\  for  which  when  as  he  was  accu- 

norum.Hift.l.4  before  the  Rpmane  Senate  by  feme  dsffolnte  A'fale-contenis, 
foI.43.Poly-  bccaufe  he  did  it  of  bis  owns  bead,  without  any  direct  ton  from 

fro-,  l 1.  the  Senate ; Iunius  Mauricus,  a grave  Roman  Senator  take 
G^ene  brand!*  ^ ’ **dtufitfied  this  all  of  his,  which  he  not  onely 

Chronicon,  1.  mHch  applauded  but  wtfhed  openly  withad , that  * ad  Stage - 
2.p30  2.Bulen-  playes  were  liktwife  expelled  out  of  Rome,  at  well  as  out  of 
gcrus  De  The-  Vienna  • For  tbevtces  of  the  Vienntans  (lakh  he)  refiekone- 
atro.l.i.cr  3 . /*  Amonn  themfelves,  but  the  Romanes  wander  f«rre  abroad ; 

Anatomy  of  A-  *v<*  at  in  bodies,  fo  in  Empires,  that  dsfeaje  is  me  ft  grievous 
bufes.p.103.  which  is  diffnfed  fiem  the  head  to  the  inferior  members . 
Tertullian,  Dc 

SpeCtaculis.  cap.  10.  & Apologia  Adverf.  Genres,  cap.  6.  cum  multis  alijs,  who 
write  againft  Stage-plaves.  d Pliny,  Epift  lib.  4.  Epift.  12.  vid.  Argumencum 
Epiftoljeprxfixum.  « Placuic  aeona  tolli  qui  mores  Viennenfiturv  m ecerat,ut 
nofterhic  omnium.  Nam  Viennenfium  vitiainter  lpfos  refiduat,  noftra  late  va- 
gancur.  Vtque  incorporibus  Gc  m nrperio>  graviftimus  eft  morbws  qui  a capite 
Siffunditur.  ibidem, 
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Odavius  the  Nephew  of  Julius  Cacfar,  as  Marcus  Aifte-  f Marcus  Au^ 
^ius  informes  us,  drove aw  Ay  all  Stage-play  frs  and  lejlcrs  out  *fkus. cap.14. 
of  Rome ydj  infwfferable  mfchiefet  m the  State • I read  in-  «evara.l.j 
ceed  in  a Suetonius,  and  b Die*  Cafftus,  that  Oftavius  •buetonij'O- 
(whom  we  uftially  call  A uguftus  Cafar)  was  at  firft  very  ftavius,fe&4j. 
much  delighted  with  Stage-flayesf the  msanes perchace  of  ma-  44>  4*. 
king  him  an  c adulterer  )in  the  beholding  of  which  he  (pent  much 
time,  and  now  and  then  whole  days  s together.  I reade  like-  60 & Grim- 
wife,  d that  he  tooke  away  the  power  of  punifhtng  and  fuppref-  fton!  pa<*.  $ 7 , 
png  Stage-players  permitted  to  the  Roman  Magiftratcs  at  all  c Suetoni  j O 
ttmes  and  places  by  the  ancient  law,  (an  infallible  evidence  ftavius.fe&,6>. 
that  the  ancient  Roman  lawes  condemned  Stage- 
playesand  Adors*,)  yetfo,  as  that  he  referved  the  power  of  4 Cocrdonew 
puntfhir.g  P layers , and  reforming  S t age- play  es  to  himfelfe ; in  Hiftriones 
by  vertue  of  which  power;  he  firft  of  aB  c inhibited  all  Magiftratibus 
Roman  Knights , gentlemen,  and  Gentlewomen  from  afting  *n  omr^ tem~ 
or  dancing  on  the  Stage,  prohibited  likcwife  by  a former  law : Porc  & h*0 
Secondly , he  commanded  one  Stephamo,  f feme  call  him  miiTam,  ade^ 
Epiphamtesyjau  excellent  flayer  and  leper  ( who  upon  a Holy-  ovit,  prater- 
day  to  fhew  this  Emperottr  fome  pleafure , and  hoping  to  receive  quam  lu<3os  & 
a good  reward , went  thrice  unto  hie  Palace : one  time  in  the  at - ^cnam  .Sucton# 
tire  of  a Page , and  another  time  tn  the  habite  of  a Romaue  ^ *vw).fcft. 
Matron , and  fe  tntsly  counterfeited  every  thing,  that  it  teemed  e bionCiffc. 
not  to  be  him,  bat  the  [elf e fame  per  Jon  he  represented ; ) te  be  as.  Rom.  Hift, 
whipped pMtkely  three  feverall  times  one  after  another  about  kb,  54.  p.  681, 
the  Theater , and  then  to  be  banifhedfor  this  f aft;  of  his.  And  ^cc  7* 
when  be  complained  that  the  Emperour  commanded  Vaga-  f Suetoni  O 
bonds  to  be  whipped  but  once,  and  he  thrice : Augufhis  replyed:  Aavius^eft^^ 
Once  they  fhaH  whip  thee  for  the  imury  thou  diddeft  to  the  Ro-  Guevara,  his 
man  %JWatron  whom  thots  repreferttedft : The  fecona  time  DialofPrin- 
theyfhaB  whip  thee  for  the  prefumptton  thou  hadfty  to  aft  it  in  ce5‘  lb-  3 • CSP» 
my  pre fence.  The  third,  for  the  ttmc  thou  haft  made  divers  lofe 
for  beholding  and  hearing  thee.  For  lifters  and  *P layers  dc-  :aticn  of  the 
fervcr.ot  fo  much  punifhment  for  thetr  lefts  and  Flayes,  as  for  A po  logic  for 
the  time  which  they  lofe,  and  caufe  others  to  lofe . Thirdly,  A&ors.p^^f 
% kc  commanded  Hy  las  an  eminent  Stage-pUycr,  upon  4 com-  . „ 0 

flaint  of  the  Prefer  agair. ft  him,  to  be  pubhkely  Shipped  in  she  aav^usTck.^ 

Nun  i (fours 


46  o 


Hiftrio-Maflix . 


Part.'- 


^.uct°nu,s>  C0Hrt  *fhu  Palace*  Fourthly, u he  banifhed  Pilades  (forae 
« s DHCofiaJWritchim  P^4*)  **ofbtr  tslttor  out  of  Romt  dud  Italy, 


Princes,  lib-  3.  afterfa  had taftedaf  the  Whipping-poft,  for  peintint  at  a Spe- 
c.44  paa.  p 2.  ftator  with  hu  finger , who  badkijfedat  him ; and  fi  had  made 
1 G.  his  Refu-  him  notorious,  fVhtchVihs,  being  very  popular,  and  making 
A^lo^ie  tf€-  m4nif  t0  Augustus,  that  he  might  not  be  exiled, 

0 iC  01  Augudtis  netwithfiauding  gave  fentence  of  banifhment  a- 
g^wft  him,  faying  : That  Rome  hath  beene  mighty  and  puif~ 
fant  enough  to  make  her  enemies  fie  ope,  and  now  [he  is  notable 
to  bamfh  Iefiert  and  Fooles  • and  that  which  is  worft  of  aH, 
they  have  preemption  to  vex  us,  and  we  have  not  courage  to 
reprove  them  Laftly,  he  1 banfhed  all  the  Players  and 


Aflors, 


Pag- 


i Marcus  Au- 


Guerara^Diai  ^cfiers  0Ht  cf  Tgm:  'fir  tfofi  intolerable  mijcbiefes  they 


©fPrinces-I.3.  didoccafion.  And  when  as  the  people  earned!)’  bedought 
cap.44-p.jr2.  him  to  recall  Pilas  from  hi*  exile : k he  condfeended  to  thssr 
*uctonius4fe&.  reqtftft  with  much  adoe,  upon  this  condition ; that  they  fiould 
^DialofPrin  &vs  a Rafter  and  Tutor  to  Pilas,  that  Jhould  chaftife  and 

T i . . _ /«  a n /-i  . A + '1*  T"  A « A f m T J 1,  . A /!  J • C S'.  f+  * » ♦ - A * « 


pag.  696.  & 


Xiphilinus,  i 


in 


ylugufhu  deemed  Playes  and  Players,  whom  hee  thus 


Vita  Au^ufti  whipped  and  exiled,'  intolerable  mifehiefes  in  a State, 
s Tacitus  An-  g Tiberius , none  of^thc  bed  Emperours,  though  he  much 
nal.l.i.c.14.  & delighted  in  F lay e s at  frft-  yet  at  laft  by  reafon  of  thofe  great 
lib.^c.j.Dion  mifehisfes,  outrages , mifdemeanors , tumu’ts,  quarrels,  mur- 


^afHus.  Rom. 


H'ii  1 1<Y  *fars9i [editions,  that  Playes  and  Players  did  occafion , after 

7 9%\  Marcus^*  many  toy nt  complaints  preferred  again (l  them  both  by  the  Se - 


‘Aurelius  c.14.  nate  and  the  (fommon-people ; he  was  enforced  to  condemne 
Pliny  Panegyr,  all  Players  to  the  wbipptrg-pojh  (a  punifliment  durable  to 
Trajano  didus  duch  unruly  Rogues)  and  then , to  banifio  them  and  their 


p-?8«A_x.ab  Sta^p/ayes  m of  Laly,  as  infujferable  evils  in  a IGngdcme 


c.9.  Gcnebr.i^-  Hf™ ’that  vitious  Roman  Emperour,  h who  was  fi  much 
di  Chronicon.  bsfotiedwtth  Stage-play ss,  as  [emetimeste  play  the  [After,  to 

Pa£- ZJ  2*  kis  etsrnaH  tnfamy : * was  at  laft  enforced  to  exped  ad  Stage - 

a Suetonij 

Nero.  fed. 13.  14,  2 j.  Hutropius  Rerum.  Rom.  lib.9.  Nero.  Grimftons  Nero,  and 
others,  i Suetonij  Nero.feft.  16.  Marcus  Aurciius.c.  14.  PLnius  Secundus  Pantgyr. 
Trajanodittus  pag,384  Alexander  ab  Alcxandrojib.3.  cap, 9. 
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flayers  out  of  Row  and  Italy,  together  with  their  Theatrical 
Enter  lades,  for  thofe  many  unfujferable  vtfl  antes  and  uprcre* 
that  they  didprodtic\  * Domitian  alfo  did  the  like  upon  * Akxand^ab 
the  fame  occafios ?•  Yea  lull  an  himfelfe,  that  Atheifticall  ^ c^uH^10* 1 • 
tAntichr'tfliari  Apo/late.as  impious  as  he  was,  had  thus  9' 

much  goodneffe  in  him,  as  to  prohibits  St  age -play  es : and  k Sozomen 
k therefore  in  an  Epiflle  to  Arfatlus,  the  Pagan  High  pnefl  of  Ec,:jer  hT' ’or. 
Galatia,  he  commands  him  to  exhort  all  the  Idol-priefls  un-  I.5.C.17.  Nice- 
derhis  IurtfdiVtionyhat  theyfhvuld  not  bsfeene  m Plaj-houfes,  phorus  Cah- 
norrejort  to  Theaters;  endeavouring  to  draw  the  Pagans  to 
imitate  the  very  difctpltne  and  manners  of  the  'Chriftians;  p V 
1 who  inhibited  both  Minifters  And  people  to  re  fort  to  T lays s;  troniis  Rerum 
though  now  both  Minifters  and  people  flocke  unto  Romanorum. 
them,  as  if  they  were  worfe  then  Pagan  S4  And  ifthefe  *•  I “li- 

very worii:  and  difToluteft  Heathen  Roman  Emperours  an^s 
exiled  Playes  and  Players,  as  intolerable  mifehiefes  and  nxM^  : T5." 
corruptions,  what  thinkeyee  did  their  better  Pagan  4X01.458. 
Succeffors  doe  ? You  {hall  heare  a true  relation  what  Baromtxs  & 
they  did.  The  Roman  Princes  that  were  good  (as  * Gue-  spon<fmus« 
vara,  and  others  witnefle;  ) did  alw ayes  caft  out  Playes  and 
Stage-players , and  thofe  onely  that  were  ev id  called  them  in,  f^^o.  * 

So  that  one  of  the  tokens  to  know  a vertfioae  or  villous  Prince  i See  A<51  7. 
in  Rome,  write  Guevara  and  LG,  (how  much  more  Sccne2,$,4.& 
then  to  know  a religious  vertuous  Chriftian  Prince  ScenfZt 
and  Migiftrate?  ) was  to  fee , whether  he  maintained  Play - ^rjs  °1 
ers , lefiers  , and  Iuglers  among  the  people  , yea  or  no ; De  Epifcopis  *” 
which  did  fo  effeminate,  vitiate  and  deboift  both  Ma-  ScClencis. 
giftrates,  Prince  and  people  too,  as  to  precipitate  them  Lex-  *7* 
into  all  kindes  of  iewdnefTe,  finne  and  wickednefTe,  and  ^Tus 
to  prepare  them  both  for  invasions  and  deftrinfHon,  as  4 q^\77 
Amwiavus  ^ParceUtnus,ltb,z%,  c.  9.  10.  Auguflin,cDe  Tir^.DeE- 
Civitate  Dei.  lib  1 . c,  3 1 . 3 2 , 3 3 . lib.  2 . C.  3 . to  17 . Cj u°-  pifcopali  Au- 
! Vera,  Dial  of  Princes.  Itb . 3 . c,  43 . 44,  4? , 4 6,  47.©*  Ca - Vienna.  Lex., 

I rohu  Sigonim,  T>e  Orcidentali  Jmper'to,  Itb,  I . pag,  3 2.  mefi  'ff  ^ 
plentifully  tefiific.  Hence  that  worthy  Emperour  °‘IW 

' Phlof  Princes.  lib.  $.  cap  43.  1048.  & 1,  G=  Refutation  of  the  Apalogie  for 
Adors,  pag.  $6.  37, 
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• Pliniuj  Se- 
cuncius  Panc- 
eyr.  Trajino 

dt<liu5.p.3  3,^  j 

Marcus  Aurc> 


ni  Traian,  though a^P  agars,  ( who*  whin  he  wad  mtreated  by 
bn  Courtier i to  hears  an  active  Player , made  ibis  mo  ft  worthy 

reply,  worthy  allChriftian  Princes  imitation  : It  is  net 
for  the  Maiefty  of  4 grave  and  vertuow  Prince  that  in  hit 
Ims.c.i  4.  Alex,  pr  e fence  any  fucb  vante  thing  [hould  be  (hewed',  for  in  fnch  a 
ab  Alexandro.  cape  himfelfe -fhsnld  be  no  le(fe  noted  of  light  neffe,  then  the  other 
•Dicfi'n  Vita  ^ ^at  before  Prince t no  man  fhtuld  be  fo  hardy  at 

Trpjiai,  Guc-  totstter  difhonej } words,  or  to  aH  any  light  reprefentattoxs,  and 
vara.  1.  j.c.a  4.  that  thcfe  who  move  Princes  to  behold  fnch  Enter  fades  defcrve 
? *•  I G.  his  as  great  a pnmfhment  as  thoje  that  aft  them,  face  none  ought 
Refutation  of  to  prefent  before ‘princes  things  that  aw  ay  move  them  to  vice, 


the  Apologie 
for  Aftors.pag 
4f. 


but  fnch  things  as  might  move  them  to  amendment:) partly  m 
ofhiscwne  voluntary  dtfpofition9  and  partly  upon  the  peoples 
owne  rcqueft,  abandoned  all  Stage  play c i out  of  Rome,  as  effe- 
minate arts,  and  unbefeemtng  exeresfes,  witch  did  much  dsjbo- 
kouy  and  corrupt  the  Romans  State  : which  memorable  ad  of 
his  is  thus  emblazoned  by  C.  rpltmus  Sccnndus,  being 
then  the  Roman  Coniul,  in  his  elegant  PantgjncaU 
Oration  to  him  in  the  Senate  Houfe^in  the  name  of  al  the 
• Ibid.pag.j8,  Senators.  B Perge  mode  (fd.(ar,&vim  effcctum%  conjure, 
Edit,  Coloniae  tuum  fropofitum , tui  altra  cbtinebunt&c*  Et  quit  terror  va- 
^H*Set  effiC€ro  quodreverentta  tun  e fecit  ? Obtinnit  aliqubs  ut 
^ero.  See  p'44.  fp^Uaculum  Tantsmsmorumpopuli  Remans  toBi  pater  it  ur ; fed 
4 5 . Qui  ad  po*  non  obtinutt  ut  veliet : rogatm  es  tu  quod  rogebat  alius,  tepitq^ 
il  remum  tanto  ejfe  benefiting  quod  necfjitas  J tier  at,  'b^efy  entm  a te  minor  e 
Pc  dede  core  concentu  ut  toller  es  Paxtomimos,  qudm  dpatre  tuo,utreftt- 

omnia^xne  tff*ret,exattum  eft.  Vtrum<)3  rette : nam&  reftstui  oportebat , 
Italic  ac  Ore.  rP4ocl fuftulerat  mains  prtneeps , & toHs  reflitutos.  In  hu  entm 
cix  Theatra  qua  a main  benefu.it,  hie  tenendus  eft  modus,  ut  apareat,  an - 
perluftrans  af-  torem  dtjfttcniffe,  non  factum.  Idem  ergo  populus  tile  altquan- 
vanj^veftir^  * fctmct  Imperatoris  Spectator  & appUufor,  nunc  in  Pa*. 

dedecore, cantaret,faltaret  in  feena  citharxdicohabitu  vel  tragas  Jico.Eutropius.Reru 
R.om.1. 9^404.  Or  if  not  him,C4//gi*/4,of  whom  Dion  CaJJitu.  Rom„Hift.  1,5  9.  p *829. 
writes  thus.Caius  ab  aurigis  gladiacoribufq;  regebatursfervushiftriond  & fcenicoru 
hominu,&c.Principio  ipfe  Spcftacorem  tantu  fe  ac  auditorem  tantu  praebuit : prece- 
dence tempore  multos  imitatus  eft  varijs  inrebus,cum  multis  certavit:  nam  & auri- 
gavit,&  pugnavit  & faltavit,&  Tragaediaegit,fcmper  haec  traftans.  Scrael  nodu  pri- 
moribus  patrii  qua£  adneceiTariam  deliberationem  vocatis3coram  faltavit3&c« 
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to  minus  quoq^  advcrfatur,  & damnat  effetminatas  artes , & 
mdecora  [eculo  ftudia.  Ex  quo  mamftfium  eft,principam  dtfci - 
pltnam  caper  e etiam  vulgus  ; quum  rem,fi  ab  uno  fiat,  fevsrijft- 
mam  fecertnt  owes.  Matte  hac  gray  it  at  is  gloria  f&far,  qua 
con  fc  cut  m es , ut  quod  ante  a vis  & Imperiunti  nunc  mores  vo - 
carentur . Caftigaverunt  vitta  fua  if  ft  qus  caftigari  m ere  ban - 
tur , ijdemq3  emen^uores  qmemendandtfuerunt.  And  a little 
after.  0 Etqnu  tarn  locus  mt fer a adulattonis  manebat  (ipez-  0 R*gc  ‘di- 
king of  Nero  his  times)  quum  laudss  Imperatorum  ludis 
etiam  & commeffationittu  cetfbrarentur  faltarenture^,  atq^  m 
omne  ludibrium  eff&minatis  vocibus,  modts,  geft thus  fiange- 
rentur  f Sed  tllud  indignum , quod  codem  tempore  in  fenatss  & 
in  feena  ab  hi f none  & d Confute  laudabantur  : * tu  procul  d * Nota* 

(Hi  cultu  ludtcrai  artes  removiftt.  Sena  ergo  te  carmtna  he- 
Wife  aterntu  annahum,  non  hoc  brevis  & pudenda  pradicaito 
colit : qmnettam  tanto  watore  conjenfu  in  venerationem  tui 

* T heatra  ipfa  con  fur  gent , quanto  magis  de  te  fees*  flekunt.  * n 

A pregnant  evidence  how  much  this  Emper-eur-and  the  fach  Theaters 
whole  Roman  Senate  diftafted  Playes  and  Adors,  as  where  Oran- 
the  very  baneandruine  of  the  Common-vveaic.  Thefe  onswere  made,. 
Stage-playes  creeping  into  Rome  againe  after  this  and  rhe  Sena- 
good  Emperours  deceafe,  in  the  raigne  of  t> Antoninus  Cmm  C 
Pms,  qm  amavit  hifirionum  artes,  as  P Iuhus  Capitolinas  ceil,  not  fuch 
writes  ; * UMarcua  Aurelius  Antoninus,  who  fucceeded  where  Pi  ayes 
him ; that  be  might  reduce  the  people  to  Philcfophie  and  civi-  were  afted.  See 
hty,tooke  aw  ay  the  (qladsat  or  J a*  d Player  s with  him  into  the  De 

Carres,  inhibiting  aH  pub  like  Tlayes  and  meetings  under  a cap^r&^re* 
fevere editt both  at  Rome  and  Anttccb:  Which  Edid  of  Ad  8. Scene  1* 
his  taking  no  fuch  good  fucceffe  as  he  expeded;  hee  Plahis^w*- 

* thereupon  bamflied  all  Stage-players,  Tumblers  and  lefters  ntnu*  Pius,  pag* 

out  of  Italy,  and  fent  three  Ships  lading  of  them  to  Lambert  *7. ' ? ^ 

(jovernour  of  Hellefpont ; commanding  him  in  hts  Letter  jinjJ  M.  Anton* 
dire  fled  to  him,  to  keepe  thefe  lafie  Loiterers  hard  at  works,  Philofophus, 
that  they  might  ne  longer  minds  cr  pratttfe  their  fooh/b  Sports : pag. 5 7,59- 
certifying  him  withal!  in  this  hts  Letter ; that,  the  caufe  he  'Marcus  Au- 
bad  b unified  the  ft  Tre  wants  and  loytering  T layers  from  Rome,  l^pUS.‘^^  * 4‘ 


to  Lambert , Guevara,  his  Dial  of  Princes. 


hb.3.  cap*  44. 44 
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r Marcus  An-  teas  not  for  the  blood  they  hadfhed  (for  they  had f accafiontd 
rclius-  cap,  14.  &tvtrt  tumults  in  which  many  were  flame;)  but  for  the  hearts 
cnim  fccnicoru  *^7  had  perverted : not  for  the  occajion  of  any  who  were  dead, 
amoremqi  ui-  becaufe  they  were  Makers  of  follies  to  the  living*  for 
hone  ft  um  & without  comparifots  (writes  he  to  Lambert)**  is  a*  greater 
probrofum  efie  offence  to  the  gods,  and  more  damage  to  the  Common-weak 
^°r  ^Yeri>ants  t0  ,ake  avfA)^he  mts  fom  the  Wife  folke, 
^GcUrnlloiih  f^en  for  Afurtherers  to  take  away  mens  lives . Tea  there  is 
um.  At  tic. I 1 o,  nothing  that  our  Fere * fathers  did , which  dtjpleafcth  me  fe  much 
c. 4.  vid. Ibid,  as  the  faffsrance  of  th'fe  unthrifty  Trewants.  In  the  y cere 
264.  of  the  foundation  of  Rcmcjn  a lime  of  an  horrible  pi  fi- 
le* ce  in  Italy , to  reioyce  the  people  was  firfi  found  cut  the  tm.Kn- 
tion  of  Theaters  by  the  advice  of  thefe  Trewants.  It  is  a 
fhamefuH  thing  toheare,that  the  pejUlence  duredbut  twoyeeres , 
and  the  rage  and  folly  of  thefe  unthrifts  dureth  four  e hundred 
yecres.  Would  to  the  mmort  all  gods  that  the  places  had  ended 
thefe  few  which  rewaine,  before  this  cur  fed  generation  had 
brought  fuch  abominable  cufiomes  into  Rome ; for  much  bet- 
ter had  it  bene  for  our  Mother  Rome  that  fhehad  wanted  Inha- 
bitants, then  fuch  Rafcals  fhouldhave  come  and  dwelt  therein • 
Thefe  Mafter-foolet  have  beenefo  wily  to  teach  folly , and  the 
* Loe  here  the  Pomane  youth  Jo  apt  to  harne , * that  though  they  be  put  m 
fpreding  lepro-  Bar  kgs , their  difctples  would  lade  9000.  Carrackts.Rome  was 
fieofeontami-  never  overcome  by  thofe  who  were  valiant  and  vertueus.yet 
nating  Stage-  tfoat  fay  we  faw  it  0Vergon9  & troden  underfoot  by  thofe  foelet : 
the  walls  of  Rome,  that  were  never  touched  by  the  T anions 
had  that  day  their  lowpesfull  of  armed  Tre wants,  Rome  that 
triumphed  over  all  Realmes , wan  triumphed  upon  that  day 
with  Players  and  luglers . 1 am  fo  abafbed  in  this  cafe,  that  I 
know  not  what  to  fay  or  write . Tet  one  thing  comfortetb  met 
that  ft  he  Rome  and  Romanes  uniuftly  doe  reioyce  with  thefe 
fooles , floe  and  the  famous  iVifemsn  mftly  f?aU  be  chaffed  for 
their  f coles,  And  in  this  the  gods  (had  not  be  d'fpeafed  ; that 
ftthe  Rome  laughed  at  thefe  Trewands  andmockjries , one  day 
fhe fhall  weepe  with  thefe  Tumblers  and  luglers,  Thus 

farrethis  Heathen  Emperour,  who  both  by  his  deeds 
andwords^xterminatedPlayesand  Players  out  of  the 

Roman 
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Roman  Territories,  as  the  greateft  contagions  and  cor- 
ruptions of  his  Empire.  ' Cornelius  Tacitus  records  : ‘ ciuiPPe  cr?nt 
Tb*t  when  <*rPompie  erefled  his  fiandtng  Theater  at  Rime, 
he  was  accufed  and  blamed  for  it  by  the  Senators ; becaufe  it  cufatua  fenio- 
Would  be  Atncanes  to  make  th?  people  fit  whole  dajes  together  ribus  rerunt, 
idle  in  the  7 heater  beholding  Tlayes ; and  utterly  tvenkrow  H,1(xl  “anfura 

tbe&  hereditary  manners  and  difeif  line  by  new  acquired  Ufa-  'Ihrea‘n  **“ 
vieafneffe : So  that  the  whole  Romane  Senate  then  repu-  £fi,bto  “ 
ted  Stage-pUyesperntctous  to  their  Stateand  manners,  rip  gra d,buT& 
n or  a cone  ufion  oft  his  tragicke  Scene,  u T rebelliw  feena  in  tem- 
Fodto  relates : that  Martianus^HeracliamiSj  and  Claudius  Hus  lu- 
tbree  worthy  Romanes , confpir  d together  to  wart  her  Galiie-  dos  e&folitos: 
nusthe  Emverour  / a,  * ru**s  **,*a.L  L-r—*.  j . t . , 1 . vei  fi  vetufti- 


r m { J letye/ame  cauja,left  the  Comon-wealc  being  _ 
longer  odaified  to  the  frq*e  and  Theater. Should  utterly  ten, fb  The3,ro  dif* 
through  the  allurements  of pleafures:  which  murther  therac  ‘St0Sl§n3vf 

wTS'/v  A“ 

Writers,  Emperours,  States  and  Magnates,  together  ««<»  pauktim 
Winn  AmmUn'M  Marcellwtu,  a famous  Heathen  Hi  P3tnos  moreSi> 
ltorian  } who  reckons  up  the  unworthy  approbation  of  Cira-se  funditns  evcr“ 
flayer,  and  Stage  ptayes,  in  which  the  people  dent  IhoJZ...  Peracdt3m  lsf- 

and  thechtefefi  chaiaUer  of  their  depraved  manners  ■ again (l  vid.Jbidem . See 
mbxb  Ptayes,  and  their  Spoliators,  he  hath  much  inveighed-  ™eDiaI,  of 
(which me thinkes  fliould  forever  frame  and  fitence  Pr,nc£S*1,bJ- 
all  fuch  graceldTe  Chriftians,  who  dare  rr>  nt e c-*f44>4.7. 

uffSSSS’J?”50"*  that.none  bat  H^C: 

lifr  Puritans  did  ever  yet  candemne  them:)  infallibly  & Chudiu-, 

evidence  unto  all  mens  confciences  ; that  s4»e.plm5  Ga!i'£™!"b“- 
defperately  vitiate  and  deprave  mens  mindes  and  mar!  m!l*  , 
ners,  precipitating  them  into  all  vice  all  U7.vt»j «■ 

ille^bras.  Trebcl , PettiM#* 

Anti  aU.ijr'./3ft,9-»°' 

bie 


troSc  Circo  addi&i Republic  p“r vo" ' d,’mom< 
^«WD«  ».?iS.il<kmIbfj.pfjo9  ’io  '1,eC< 

HiS,1,»8  c.io.  •Tacitus. 


Part.! 


466 


Hiftrio-SMaftix. 


blc  contaminating  perniciousplagues  in  any  Well-or- 
dered State;  which  caufed  thefe  very  Pagan  Emperors, 
States  and  Magiftratjs  thus  folemnely  to  exile  them  ; 
and  theie  their  Authors  to  declaime  againft  them. 

To  paffc  from  thefe  to  Chriitians;  wee  fhall  finde 
bothChriftian  Princes,  Rcpublikes,  Authors,  of  anci- 
ent and  moderne  times,  concurring  with  thefe  former 
Pagans  in  thefe  their  doomes  of  Piayes  and  A dors.  It 
* Antiq.Iudae-  is  Ptoried  by  * Iofephus  • that  when  as  King  Herod  would 
oru'n  I.15.C.11  have  brought  Stage-plaicsy  Cirque-player , and  9ther  Spefta- 
th'x - *cre4i  into  Hterufalem,  where  h:  had  ereUeda  beauitfuU  The 4- 

ms  ^mdem11  Amphitheater , adorned  with  Cacfars  Titles  and  In- 

fpc&atoribus  fertptions ; 1 the  whole  Nation  of  the  lcwesy  (ibouoh  For - 
piurimumad-  ratgne  Spsclaiors  much  admired  and  delighted  in  his  ffecla- 
mirationis  fi-“  ci*s ) perceiving  that  thefe  Places  did  wholy  tend  to  the  dtffblu- 
Satiome  affe”  tton  °ft^cir  Anctent  received  Country  dtfciphne  ; and  fearing 
rebant.,  indite-  f^at  fome  great  inconvenience  to  their  Common-wealth  would 
nis  verb  pror-  follow  upon  this  alteration  ; thought  it  their  duty  to  maintatne 
fus  ad  diffolu-  their  publtbe  difcipline  which  was  now  declining,  though  it  were 
tionem  patriae  with  the  hazard  of  their  lives  ; and  not  to  fuffer  Herod  to 
tie  i-e  vide  baa-*  ?r0Cee^  t^sfe  his  Spcttaclcs,  j hutting  up  their  (fitly 

tiir,8cc.  Itaque  Gates  agatnfl  them.  which  when  Herod  perceived,  he  began 
verm  ne  ex  topacifi:  and  perfwade  them  witbgsod  words , to  admit  of  thefe - 
hac  mutation;  his  Piayes;  which  prevailing  nothing  with  many , he  endea- 
fequeretur  _ loured  to  introduce  thefe  Playrs  amour  them  perfo'ce : where - 


miod  reipubli-  ui6n  ten &f  the  iewes  confptred  together  to  murther  him  whiles 
ca?  detriment^  he  was  fitting  in  the  Theater  beholding  thefe  his  Enter  ludes ; 
putaverunt  fui  which  they  had  cert ainely  efefted,  had  not  this  their  confptracy 
otfiaj  Ubanu  heent  cafuallj  detected:  Of  which  Herod  taking  advantage , 
accompltfhed  his  defire  and  fo  brought  thefe  his  The«trica& 
pericuio  fuc-  cnterludei  into  Hieiufalem:  by  mcanes  whereof , laith  lojephus 
currere, nec  pa-  (pray  marke  the  dangerous  confequence)  z the  lewes  de- 
ti  Herodem 

quicquam  contra  rcceptos  mores  inducere,  & pro  rege  hoftem  agere, &c.  Jhidcnu 
1 Quo  faftum  eft  uc  magis  & magisdifcederet  a patrijs  riabus,  & peregrinis  ftudijs 
veteriim  lnftitutacorrumperetinviolabilia  : quorum  tempore  permagna  tafta  eft  bo- 
noruaa  morum  in  determs  inclinatiojhbame  difciplina  qua  ante  hac  populus  folebat 
contmeri  in  officio,  &c.  Ibidem* 
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partedmore  and  more  from  their  Country  rites$  and  corrupted 
the  inviolable  h flit  u:  tons  of  tbetr  Anceflors  with  f on  Atone 
inventions  and  delights ; fo  that  there  tv  as  a very  great  decli- 
: $ing  and  degenerating  of  their  good  manners  into  worfe : the 
difcipline  decaying  whereby  the  people  were  wont  before  this 
time  to  be  kept  in  order . Sach  vigorous  venome  was 

there  in  thefe  Stage-playes,  both  to  fubvert  their  State, 

I and  difcipline,  and  corrupt  their  manners;  the  whole 
Nation  of  the  lewes  being  thus  both  reall  witncffes  and 
examples  to  confirme  my  Minors  truth,  whoml  have 
i here  ranked  among  Chriftians,  as  being  then  oppofite  * Sulpitius'Sc- 
unto  Pagans  : I now  come  to  reall  Chriftians.  It  is  vcnis-  Sacra? 
ftoried  of  (fonfianttne  the  Great,  that  * very  firfi  and  moft 
famous  Chriftian  Romane  Emperour,  (whofe  name  T0m.?.  pars  i. 
weEnglifh  men  havefpeciall  caufeto  honour,  he  being  p.  ?0y.H.  Be- 
* borne,  bred , and  firfi  crowned  King  and  Empercur  here  in  rengofus  Ab- 
Englandy  hos  Mother  Helena  being  a Brttttjh  woman  to:)  bns,De  Invert 
k That  he  wholj  with- drew  himfelfe  from  the  Secular  Stage-  li0JJc  & f'uf 
flayes  of  the  Cjenttles  mads  in  the  third  yeere  of  bis  Confuljhipy  u.Bibl.Patm* 
to  drive  away  plagues  and  chfeafess  contemning  and  reusing  To  7,p.i88.B, 
thefe  their  Enter  ludes  ; at  which  thefe  rP*gan  Gentiles  grieved  x Sec  Ioanms 
much : After  which  being  eftablifhed  in  his  -Empire,  he  ^risbenenCs 
did  by  pubitky  Edicts  c abohfh  aH  the  ceremonies^  rites,  lafcivi-  d^nS^s  Cu< 
ohs  cufiomes  audcbfcemttes  of  the  Gentiles , and  interdicted  all  riaiium?Bibl. 
gladiator y f layes  and  Enterludefy  as  intolerable  pernicious  Patrum.  T om, 

c.pag.^i.D. 

1-iboravit  Hie  Brittar.nias  feevimte,  fu  etiam  nobiles  illic  driehdo  fecifti.  Fantg}?* 
Conpa}itinod':8*s.t)%%6$'zc  Eutiopius. Rerum  Rom.!.ii,p,i  3 y.Centuris  Magdeburg. 
Tom.4.Coi  61. Baronins  & Spondanus.Annal.Eccl.Anno  306  feft.5.7.  Iohn  Bale 
Cemuria  1.  Script^Bric.c.  56  P.3  2. Mathew  Weft.  Anno  307.  p.i  3 o.Polychronicon. 
i i*4*c.x y.ib.Galbeditf  Monimetenfis.Hift, Regum  Brit  l.y.c.6.8,  Ponricus  Vcrun- 
i nius.Hift.Brit  l.y  p.ic8.  Beda  Ecclef.Hift.l.i.c.8.  Spcedes  Chronicle.lib.b.  cap  46, 
I p.  1 y 3. Socrates, Ecclef.Hift  lib.  i.cap.i.  Caxtons  Chron  Chronicon  Chronicoru, 
■ Anno  344.  fob  i4y.  * Zofimus  Hiflorise.  lib.  2,  Baronius  & Spend  anus. - 
Ann0303.fe.ft.  3.  c Eufebius3De  VitaConftantim.  lib, 3. cap.  52.  56. Sc  lib.  h. 
’ f cap.  3,3,  14,  7 5.  Sozomen.  Hiftori.x  Ecclef. lib. x. cap.  8,  Nicephotus  Calift,  Hi- 
I ftoha*  Ecclef.  lib,  7.  cap, 46.  Eutropius  Rerum  Komanorum,  lib.  n.  prg.  14-z. 
Centuria?  M^gd.  Tom.  4.  CoL 7^4  Baronius  & Spondanus.  Anno  3 - 5 f feef.  v 
Socrates  Hiftoriae  Ecclef. lib.  1.  c.l4.Codicis  Theodofy. lib.15.  Tit*  y. toil.  Oc 
Gladiatoribus.  BulengerusDeCirco,  S:c.  pag.  87,88. 
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evils . Not  to  fpeake  of-  d Nervay  e Conflantnu,  {Valtn- 
tiniany  o Hononwy  h slrcadtw,  and  1 others,  who  bamfhed 
d ZonarasAn-  and  prohibited  all  Sword  p/ayes,  againftwhich  * divers  Jra- 
n J.  I om  i.tol.  tiers  dtd declaims  as  barbarous  and  unchrtflian  SpellacUj, 
l Baronius&a  not to^era^e m ctvi l State: with  which  our  tumultuous 
Spond  nus.  bloody  Tragedies  have  too  necre  affinity ; I findeTfcw- 
Anno  7.fcft,  do fins  the  Great,  (who*  b unified  all  V/omcn  dancer s,T lay. 

lib. r 5. Co-  ers,  and  Singers  by  a publike  Edtft,  as  ( he  plagues  of  tbofe 
Ti't^De°Gh^  P^ces and Citties  where  they  were  tolerated: ) not  onelj  [up. 
diatoribus ! ~ preffwgand  inhibiting  ad  Stage-playes  and  Ctrquc-pUyes  at 
f Lib.8,Codic.  ^nttochy  and  flopping  up  all  Cirques  and  Theaters y m the 
Theodofij.Tit.  fount aines  of  all  wt:kedneffey  and  ihs  Nurferies  of  ali  thfe 
DcP^h.  Ba-  rmfehtefes  that  fprung  up  in  Cittiesy  as  ,u  Chryfoflsme  at 
d°anu^^nn°on*  *ar£e  re^ates  : aiK*  I fikewife  finde  both  him,  Pale*  tint. 
$6*  •feft.j’  an  at1^  Grattan , together  wtthValtns  the  Emp  roar,  enabling 

s Hutropius  thefe  publike  lawes  againft  Stage-playes  and  common 
Return R.om.1.  AdorSjWeli  worthy  obkrvation  : 0 That  no  Stage-playes 
X3\P  '&C  fhould  be  afted  on  the  Lords-  day  • that  St  age- players  and 
X(dinv^  Anno'"  Women- aElers  fhould  be  quite  debarred  from  the  Sacramer.ts 
404.feft.r74.  46  ‘gnJL  **  ^ey  continued  tn  their  playings  and  that  the  Sacra - 
mentjl;ould  not  be  adminifired  to  them  in  their  extrt  m<tyyv  hen 
as  they  lay  upon  their  death- beds,  though  they  defired  tt , un- 
leffe  they  did  firfl  renounce  their  wicked  lewde  prof<ffmy  and 
protefl  folemnely  that  they  would  net -returm  unto  it  agame  in 

Tom. 4.  Col4i  518.17  30.  & Codex.Theodofij  lib.  1 j.Tit^De  Ghdiatonbus.  * See 
before,p,74.75.Cafliodor.Vamrum.l.f.c.42.  1 Tiaeodofius  refcnptuir  dedi:  adver- 
fuspfiltrias  Sc  fidicenasmulieres  Civitarura  pz&c$iEutropitti  Rerum  RimHifi.Li  3-pag. 

1 73.  Baronins  & Spmdanus.  Jnno  385./*#.  9.  See  Iuflimani  Codex.  I 1.  Tic.  7. 


11  Hutropius 
Rerum  Rom, 
hljpag.174. 
* See  Centur. 
Magdeburg. 


Lex.  5 Bulengerus  De  Circo,&c.  pag  87.88 


Sed  a Rege  ptofefti  con- 


1 profeftogravia,  verum  & ipfa  multum  artulcrunc  emolumenti. 

V< 


triftant  ? Sed  necilh 

Quid  enim  molefti  ( die  mihi  ) faftum  eft,  quod  orcheftram  obfttuxit,  quodCir- 
cum  inacceflibilem  fecit,  quod  nequitiae  fontes  exclufit  & fubvertit  ? Vtinam  ncc 
daretur  unquam  hos  aperiri.  Hinc  nequitiae  radices  in  Gvitate  germinaverem, 
bine  funt  qui  moribus  ipfis  crimen  afferunt,  &c.  Propterea  triftarls  chanftime  ? 
Imo  & propterea  giuderc  & lfftari  oporteat  & gratias  regi  agere.  Sic.  Homil  17.  ^ 
Vepulum  Antioch’*.  Tom  5.  Cel . 1 3 5.  C.  D.  tulcngma  T>e  Circa,  fag-  81.  8*  Sec  here, 
pug.  422..4H,  424.  ® Codex  Theodofij.  lib.  1 >.  Tit.  5.  De  Speftacuhs.  Lex.  1. 
4«P1g-47i.47*.  &Tit,  7.DeScenicis,X*ex.  i.pag-  473*  Spondanus  Epit,  Barom; 
Anno  $71, (eft,  10. 


Part.  i.  Hiftrio-cMaftix.  A6  9 


safe  they  fhould  recover . Such  was  their  deteftation  a- 
gainfl  common  Avflors,  and  fo  by  confequence  againft 
Playes  themfelves,  which  made  their  Aftors  fo  b afe,  fo 
execrable,  to  thefe  Chriftian  Emperours.  f Jufiinian  the  p Sec  here'  A ft 
Emperour,  promulgated  this  pious  Edift;  That  all  forts  7.S:e  nej.pag. 
of  Cler^te  wen,  together  wahall  other  (fhnfhani,  fhould  re - 
frame,  net  onely  from  Dice  play,  and  Twicers  company,  hut  * 

like  wife  from  the  very  dHing  and  beholding  of Stage  playes  and  De  Epifc,  & 
TheatrtcaU  Spectacles,  bee aufe  they  are  not  the  leaf  part  ef  Clericis.Lcx. 
tbofe  pompes  of  the  Devil  which  Chnfitans  folemnely  renounce  *7.  i $>3  3,34 
when  they  are  baptt^d,  Leo  and  ^Anthemius,  two  w&thy  £:orPus  l^ns 
ChrifHan  Emperours,  made  this  molt  pious  Edict.  4<CoI.  16^' 
r All  Feaft-dajes , or  Holy  dayes  dedicated  to  the  mofi  high  jpfi  predicant 
God, [hall  not  he  taken  up  or  foltm*tz,ed  with  any  pafhmes  or  utabrenunci- 
e xcurfiens,  We  therefore  decree  the  Lords -day  to  he  alwayes  ent  adverfarij 
fo  honourable  and  venerable  , that  it  J hall  be  exempted  from  all  ^bus 

Executions >AdmdnUions,B ayles , Appearances,  Arrefis,Law-  pompisejus, 
fuites,  and  Controver fie s,  which  (ball  all  then  ceaft ; Let  all  quarumnon 
^Advocates  and  Crters  then  be  filent , let  there  be  then  a kuide  minima  pars3 
of  truce  for  a /pace , that  fo  Adverfaries  may  fafely  meete  to-  jjdia  fpeftacuia. 
tether  upon  it%  without feare,  and  reconcile  themfelves  one  to  ™nt,ibidem4 
the  other,  &c.  Neither  releafiugthe  imp'oyments  of  this  re-  to6lt  1 0 
ligtous  Day  doe  we  permit  any  on ? to  be  occupied  in  obfcenc  plea - r Dies  feflos 

fares.  Let  not  the  Thea.rtcall  Scene , nor  the  Ctreyue  Com - Majeftati  aftif- 

Gmse  dicatos 

nullis  volu  nus  voluptatibusoccuparijnec  ullis  exaftionu  vex:itionib9prof.man.Do- 
minicuitaq;  diem  it*  Temper  honorable  decernim9 &venernndu3uta  cunftis  execu- 
tionibus  excufetur,  nulla  quemqa'im  urgeat  admonido3nulla  GdejuflGioniS  flagitetur 
exaftio,taceac  appu*uio>  advocatic>delirefcat3  fitille  dies  a cognnionibus  alienus, 
prxconis  hoiruia  vox  GLfcat,  refpirent  £ controverGjs  Ungantes3&  habeant  fjederis 
intervallum,  ad  fefe  fimul  vemant  adverfarij  nontimenres,  fubeit  animos  vicaria 
paemtudo,  pafta  conferant3trar(aftiones  Icqumtur,  Nec  hrj  istxmen  religioG  dici 
ocia  relaxantes  obicaenis  quenquam  patimur  voluptatibus  dedneri.  Nihil  codem 
die  Gbi  vendicet  fceniTheatralis,au!:  Cijcenfecertamen,  aut  ferirum  lachrymofa 
fpeftacula  : etG  in  noftrum  ortum  aut  natalem  celebrandafolennitas  incident^  diffe- 
ruur.  Am>  Tjone-n  mili  i:E,profcriptionem  patrirr.oni)  fuftinebit,  fi  quis  unquam 
hoc  die  feftofpcftacuUs  lnteretfe,  vel  cujufcunque  judicis  apparitor  pnetextu  nc*o- 
eij  publici,  feu  pr.vati,  hiec,quae  hac  lege  ftstuta  funt,  crediderit  temeranda.  Datum, 
Idibus  Dercmb.  Conftumnop.  Zenone  & Mardano  Cof.  luf  ini  ax,  Codicil,  lib.  3. 
Tit.  n,  Dc Feryi,  Lex.  i o,  Edit.  Tories  1*37.  tag,  1*4, 

Ooe  3 hate, 
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batey  #r  the  dole  full  Spe  Bodes  of  wide  Beafts , dome  any 
forty  to  t hem fe  Ives  on  this  day : and  if  any  folemnity  to  be  ce- 
lebrated, ettber  in  reffcB  of  oar  coronation  or  nativity , / hall 
chance  to  happen  upon  it , let  it  be  pat  of  to  fome  other  time.  If 
any  perfon  fhall  ever  hereafter  pre fume  to  be  prefent  at  Stagt - 
„ y-2  on  t^c  playes  on  * this  Holy-day ; or  if  the  Apparitor  of  any  hedge  nn - 
Lords-day.  ^er  pretext  of  any  publtke  or  private  buftneffe  (hall  vioUte  thofe 

things  which  are  decreed  by  this  Uwy  he  frail  under goe  the  Ioffe 
ofhu  office , and  the  ft  queftr  alien  of  hie  Patrimony.  O that 
thisgodiyLaw  were  now  in  force  with  Chriitians  1 
then  Playes  and  Paftimes  on  Lords-day  evenings,  would 
not  be  fo  frequent , then  thofe  who  had  laved  God  at 
Prayers,  and  Sermons  in  the  day  time,  would  not  fo  le- 
rioully  ferve  the  world,  the  flefh,  the  Devill,  in  Dan- 
cing, Dicing,  Mafques,  and  Stage- playes  in  the  night, 
r Gal. $ . i , i ♦ beginning  perchance  the  Lords* day  ( like  the  f feolifh  Ga* 

*In  h;s  Pane-  tn  the  If>trity  but  ending  it  in  the  flefhy  as  alas  too 

gyricus  Thea-  rnany  carnall  Chriftians  doe.  Theodorteus , a Chriftian 
dorico  diet  us.  King  of  Italy,  ( whofe  prayfes  5 Ennodtus  Ttcinenftsy  &ath 
Bibl.Patrum.  proclaimed  to  the  world)  in  his  Epiftle  to  Fauftusy  trank 
Tom. 6. pars  i . mitted  to  pofterity,  by  n*Jllarcus  Aurelias  (faffiodorus , 

^ Variamm.  i.  hath  parted  this  Cenfure  upon  Stage-plajes,and  (fttrque- 
l . Epift,$  i . playes : x that  they  expell  the  grave  ft  manners , invite  the  moft 

c Spedaculum  triviall contentions ; that  they  are  the  exhaufters  of  hone  fly  % 
expellens  gra-  tfjg  ever-running  fountaine  of  brawles  and  quarrel s-ywhicb  anti - 
re^invKans"  vertb  rtputed  f*cred>  but  contentious  pofterity  hath  made 

levifiimas  con-  a ™<re  ludibrium.  W hich  pafl’age  he  thus  feconds 
tentioncs,  eva-  ill  his  Eftftle  to  Spccioftas.  I Who  can  expett  grave  manners 
cuator  hone-  in  Stage-playes  l Catoes  know  not  hero  to  meete  together  at 
ftatis,  fons  sr-  rpiaj.^ufcs.  Whatfoever  u there  ffoken  to  the  reioycing 
riun ! quocfve-  ?eoP^  ts  not  deemed  an  iniury . It  u a place  which  defends 
tuft  as  qmdem  excejje.  In  another  Epiftle  of  his  to  the  Roman  Senate , he 
habuit  Tacrum,  thus  informes  them,  what  great  mifthtefes  theft  Stage - 

"ledcontenfiofa  / I 

pofteriras  fecit  effe  ludibrium.  Ibidem . T Mores  autem  graves  in  fpe&aculis  quis 
requirat  ? In  Circus  nefdunc  convenire  Cacomes.  Quicquid  illic  gaudenti  popu- 
lodicitur  injuria  non  putatur.  Locus  eft  qui  defendit  cxceffum.  Cajfiodortti  Verio* 

rmn.iib'i.  Epijt.  i7»  , ) 

^ flayed 
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plages  had  procured  to  the  people  pho  were  brought  into  extreme 
dangers  by  them,  x Antmum  nofirum,  Patres  Confcripti,  Ret-  * Variarmn.l. 
pub.  curie  calentem^pulfavit  fitpius  querela  populorum^  Orta  i.Epift^o. 
quidem  ex  caufts  lev  thus,  fed  graves  crudavtt  cxcejfue*  De- 
p lor  at  cnim  pro  fpeftaculorum  voluptate  ad  difcrinuna  fe  ulti- 
ma pnvenijfe,  &c.  And  in  his  * Epiftle  to  (JWaximue,  of  * Cafliodorus. 
the  divert  forts  of  Spectacles,  which  the  Confuls  exhibited  to  ^ aria  rum.  l.j, 
the  people  out  of  a prepofierotss  cufiome,  to  their  great  expence;  ^ "*z' 

(aga MtfPt^the  fever  all  wickedneffes  of  which  Enterludes  hee  b Sed  hlc  apte 
there  much  declaimes)  he  clofeth  up  that  Epiftle  with  iungendumeft, 


this  patheticall  Epilogue.  He*  wundt  e*ror  colendus : fi  gu°<laitdcln. 
r r 3 fens  Mantua. 


ejjet  uthu  aquit  At  u intuit  us,  t ant  <t  dtvitia  pro  vita  mart  ahum  (>usf. 

deberent  dari>  quanta  in  mortes  homimtm  violent ur  e fundi,  ki^compren- 

Such  was  his  Royal!  Cenfure  of thefe  peftiferous  Stage-  dere  formas 

piayes,  which  bred  fo  many  mifehiefes  and  difeords  in  poffir,&c?  ibid,. 

the  world.  It  it  c regifred  of  Henry,  the  third  Emperour  ‘ 

of  that  name,  whom  they  flsledblacke  and  godly  • that  when  as  l Nahum* 

a great  company  of  Stage-players  and  A tiers  floe  kjd  together  fol.214. 1 15  * 

to  Ingclhctm  to  his  marriagey  about  the  yeere  1 044.  he  thrufl  Theodo;  u - 

tkemaHoutofthefourtandCiity  ; and  commanded  that  the  Zmnger.  Thc- 

meney  which  fhould  have  bee ne  (bent  in  maintaining.  rewar - 5irum 
j J j 1 . , n u fin  r i •*>  Humanae.Vol. 

Amo,  and  adorning  them,fhould  be  dtff  rtbuted  among  the  poore:  1 % j ^ g 

A*  example  (writes  Mailer  gualther , who  relates  it)  1 8^ ? .Chront- 
trusty  worthy  of  eternal!  prayfe ; which  if  Princes  and  Magi-  con  Chronico- 
fir ates  of  Ccmmen-weales  would  this  day  imitate , there  would  rum  Augufh. 
be  leffe  place  left  to  filthy  and  float  hfull  tdUmtfe,  then  which 
there  U nothing  more  powerful!  to  corrupt  mens  manners  : yea  4 G^rte. 
wife  and  prudent  men  would  be  then  in  greater  requc(by  and  the  ra4  Hiftory  of 
poore  would  be  better  provided  for  t who  now  wander  abor  t in  France.  Lon- 
every  corner  to  the  great  fcandaH  of  ChrtfHansty:  It  is  ftoried  ^on  1 ^24*Pag* 
of  a Philip  Augufius,  the  42.  King  of  France;  that  he  being  n^De^oub 
an  enemy  topubhke  dilutions , and  a fr:end  to  good  order  and  5 c,p  f • 
Jufitce1  enabled  pab.’thj  lawes  againfl  flayers, luglsrs}P  lives,  « Lib.29.  c.41. 
and  Dtcirg-houfes,wbrh  he  wholy  fuppreffed , as  perntciciu  Edit.Colonia?. 


* publike  Edift.i  the  true 


ifl  of,  his  Fmcentim  in  his 


to  his  Kingdom  e ; bamfhing  all  Stage-players  out  of  France  by  ^?r,P*  H 94 


grounds  of  which  worthy  ^;'us  nus 

„ . . i Hiltjonar.  1,1  ft 

c Speculum  H*fla?saley  doth  Clp  u 


thus 


cap,3r,5 
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thus  f xprcffe#  Cum  »utem  in  f uriys  regum  vd  princtpum 
frtqums  htfirtcnumt  sr  oa  convener  e [olebat9  Utah  eis  aterum 
& argentum,  & eqttos  feu  vefies , quae  fepe  pr  in  opes  mm  ora 
fob n:  verba  locuiaiorta  varijs  adulattonibue plena  projerendo  ok 
os  ext  or  quean  t : v ideas  Rjx  Thilippus  hac  cj[e  vaua9  & auu 
* See  here,  p.  &a  falnti  cenirurta  mentc  py  ompttjfmta  Deo  promtftt ; quod 
f>Z4  eta0^  9mnes  veftcS  f"M  qHtmdiu  viveret  mlti.tn  Du  paupertbtu  ero - 
r i^c^  Ohus  tAr€t  5 ma^ns  ”*dxm  Chr  tfium  in  paupenbnt  vefitre ; qudm 
Magnus  Hift,  adulatoribu*  vefies  (Undo  p;  centum  incurrere ; * quoniam  bi- 
l'i?.c.;i.3i<  flriovibtu  dare  ( and  I would  thofe  who  (pend  their  mo- 
Ioan.Bei to-  neyat  Puy-hcules  would  well  co^fider  1 z)efi  Damonibut 

c nnus.  Reper-  imQ/aret  Hoc  ft  auotsdie  prittetpss  attenderer  ty  nequstauam 
toriu.p.irs  *.  p.  , J 1 ' . f ' Ty  j y 1 

664  Hiftrio  tc:  hoc  stores  per  mundum  utfeurrerent.  Vidimus  a mem  prw~ 

Guillermus * ctpes  quojdam  vefies  dtu  exeoouatas , & varus  forum  ptftura- 

Aitifllodoren-  tijvttb  ua  arttficiofjfime  elaborates  vix  evolut  is  feptem  die  bus, 

fisSummaAu-  pro(j  dolor  9 hifirtombuiy  fedteet  fDtaboU  minifiris  (fohee 

tent  Trait Cn"  ^es  them)  ad prtmam  vocem  dedtfie9  proqutbud  forfan,  2O. 

Quaeft.j  V 1 6$  aHt  S°*  40,  tnarcas  argents  tmpsnderent 9 de  quo  nimirum 

& Stephanas  f recto  totidem  pauper es  per  totum  annum  vittus  neceffaria  per - 

Cofta  de  Ludo  cipere potuifientt  By  all  thefe  feverall  Ads  and  Teftimo 

ica.i  numb,7,  njes  ofthefe  worthy  Chriftian  Princes,  it  is  moftappa- 

clacuum.Toin  rant  5 ^at  Stage‘P^ayes  infufferably  corrupt  mens 
mindes  and  manners,  and  that  they  are  no  wayes  tole- 
accordmgly/  rable  in  a Chriftian  State.  The  felfefame  verity  wee 
f Nec  incon-  {hall  finde  confirmed  by  the  Fathers.  Hence  f Clemens 
The  ft  tAlexandrtnWy  ftiles  Playes  and  <Tlay-houf:s  • the  very 

lentil  Cat  he-  03Atre  ofPefttlence9  which  corrupts  mens  mindes . Hence 

dram  quis  vo-  Tcrtulltan  records  ; % that  the  %pman  Cenfors  oft-times  de - 
caveric,&c.Prf-  moltfh  their  re-erecled  Theaters  to  prevent  the  corruption  of  the 
dagogi  l,i  , c.  1 r . peoples  manners , which  they  fore-faw  would  be  much  indange- 
See  Gentiamu  red  and  corrupted  by  the  lafctvtoufnejfc  of  Stage-pUyes ; the 
dm-'1**'  1 *"  lewde  effects  of  which  hee  at  large  difeo  vers,  )?///*£  the 
% Cenfores  ^tage9  the  very  Chatre  of  rPcftilence9  and  the  GaH&rte  of  the 
faepius  renaf-  enemies  of  Chrtfi . Hence  S Cyprian  phrafeth  Stage  playes  $ 
centia  cum 

maximeThatradeftruebant,  moribus  confulentes,  quorum  pericutum  ingsns  de 
hfcivia  prxvidtbantV-ic.DeSpeftaculisJibteap'io,  * De $pe&acuhs.lib4cap.  16  17* 
See  here,  pag.J  J4* th<  nwgent, 

htb> 
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k the  uftcrs  net  ofteachtxg  but  of  corrupting,  of  deflroy-  * Magiftcr  & 
tug  Toutb:  *nd  Plaj'houfcs,tbt  verj  Brotbels  of publike  cha-  r u j ienjortim*"' 
fitty;  where  all  vices  arc  both  taught  and  learned;  all  mode-  fej  pa-jendo- 
y? y exiled , <t/i  continence  wrecked,  mens  fettles  and  manners  rum  fiberoru* 
mofl  incurably  corrupted  to  Gods  dtjhonor  and  the  Churches  &c.EpiJUib  i. 
fhame , Hence  k Laftantws  informes  us;  that  the  very  I~pi(l.io.EHcra- 

bearing  f.nd  beholding  of  Stage-playes  exceedingly  corrupt  afl  iipuj01is  pub- 
Toutb ; by  depravtng  their  manners , enraging  their  unruly  [la  lUpanariu> 
lufts , and  teaching  them  to  commit  adulteries , whiles  they  be-  &c.  VcSfcftac* 
bold  them  acled : Whereupon  he  peremptorily  concludes ; that  lib  & 2r  ifl-lib.i 
all  Stage-plajes  are  wholy  to  be  abandoned,  that  fo  not  onely  no 
vices  might  harbour  in  our  brefis,  but  that  the  cufiomc  of  no  j^*s 

pie ajure  might  ever  overcome  w,  and  fo  turns  us  away  from ^ words  are  quo- 
Qod  and  from  good'workc s.  Hence  (fregory  Nazotan^en  tei  at  large, 
avers ; St  age -play  cs  ought  to  be  reputed  nothing  elfe  but  P«  $ $ 1 • to  334, 

the  very  plague  and  fickpeffe  of  mens  mtndes ; the  fevcrall  ill  ^ 

effeds  of  which  he  there  reckons  up  at  large.and  there-  Divmarumln- 
uponhe  thus  concludes  5 wherefore  it  evidently  appeares , ftit.Epift.c.f. 
that  thefe  Stage  play es  are  nought  elfe  but  the  very  dejlruftton  See  Scene  3.  & 
of  mens  foulest  which  Ceniure  of  his  is  fully  ratified  by  4.before.pag« 
the  concurrent  fuffrages  of  * Tatianus,  Oratto  ^Adverf, 

Gracos , HibL  Pat  rum,  Tom.  2,  pag,  1 80.  1 8 1.  Of  Theophi - tllud^ruliH  air- 
Ima  Antiochenus,  Ad  Autoltcbum.  Itb*  3.  Ibidem,  pag,  170.  ud  putari  de- 
G,  H,  Of  Almucius  Feltx . Ottavius,  pag.  10 1.  1 2 1 . Of  bet3<juam  pe- 
Arnobtus  Adverf  Genies,  itb » 4.  pag . 149.  1 50,  I 5 I.  & ^1S  ar9i  mor“ 
lib,  7.  pag,  230. to  242.  Of  Bafil,  Hexaemeron , Idem.  4. 

(Tom,  1.  pag,  45.  & De  Legendis  Ubr  is  Gentthum.Orath.  £rahit,&cQua~ 
pag,  308.  312.  Of  S,  Afleriur , in  pefum  Kalendarum,  propter  mam- 


Horn,  Bibl,  Tatrum,  Tom,  4 pag,  70 6,  Of  Gauitnttus  teftdpate^illui 
Brixia,  Eptfcopus,De  Leftione  Evangeliy.Sermo  8.  Ibidem,  p . fpe^aculu  me- 
81 2.  G,  Ot  S,  Hterom.  Comment,  tv  E techie  l Ub  6,  cap  1!i?‘animorum 
-.0.  7VW.4.  p*£.3§9.  A.  Of  Eu[cbtus&  Damafcex,  Pera- 
lellorum.  Itb.  3.  cap.  47.  with  fundry  others  hereafter  Kcfta  £ ducat  y. 
quoted,  who  all  paffc  the  very  felfefame  doomc  upon  1063.1064.* 
them.  Saint  Chryfoflcme  is  exceeding  copious  in  this^-;^m' 
Theame,  as  is  evident  by  all  his  tranferibed  paffa^es  in  Sce, -hcir  ' 
the  preceding  Scene.  (See  here,  page  401. 402. 404.  before, Scene 
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4°)-4°^-4I5<  4>4.  474.43 1. whence  heeftilcs  the 
1 nonr^ii  Ca-  m Tlat-hottfe ; the  Caireof  Pefttlence  ; the  Shop  of  Luxury  • 
leans,  1 x^°s  Scaffold  of  I ncontinency  ; the  publike  Schoole  of  L 'wdnefg : 
tjnentisoy!n*  * BabdonfbBrotheUfullof  many  filthy  noyfome  difeifesjwhtch 
n.ilul  ; officm  i depraves , ^populates , not  the  nature  of  the  body,  but  the  ^ood 
luxunsjimpii-  habitude  of  the  fettle^  n which  over-turnes  alt  lows stallmodefty% 
ftn -IX  n*1C'le~  vertHe->  difcipltne , 0 and  brings  many  great  mtfcbiefcs  unto 
ioais^pludfnb-  GiHtel1  W hereupon  he  thus  concludes ; ?that  Magiftrates 
rumq;  moibo-  by  overthrowing  rpUy-bcufes  f hall  evert urne  all  inuj  uty*  and 
rum  plena  13 a-  utterly  exUn  iHtfh  all  the  plagues,  the  mifchiefes  of  the  State 
bilomca  for-  and  Citty . Saint  Auguftine  as  he  informes  us  in  cxpiefTe 
colons  ^iit°n  tearmes  ; q Tbut  *f  there  had  beene  r'ove  but  good  and  brae  ft 
ram,  fed  boni  men  in  ^***7  °f  & ome > t^at  ^ey  would  never  have  admitted 

anims  depopti-  Stage-plajes  to  have  any  exiftence  among  humane  things , 
hear  ha  bit  iid  1-  much  leffe  in  Divine  affaires : fj  r he  proves  at  Urge  out  of 
n-m,&c.H07*.8  Heathen  Authors^  that  Stage-plajes  are  moft  twfiifferabie 
rom  £U^  fniaf  contagions  and  msfehefes  in  a State , vitiating  the  mindes,fub- 
C.D.vidjJdcm  vertingthe  manners,  th * difciplme  of  thoje  places  where  they 
* Ibid. & Hom*.  *rc  but  tolerated . Among  other  palTages  to  thispurpofe, 
38.inMacth4  heailirmes:  { That  the  Roman  venue  wars  altogether  un- 
iom.  z.Coh  acquainted  with  thefe  Theatrical l arts  almoft  400 .yeees: 
j v . which  albeit  they  were  fought  after  t<  delight  the  Voluptucufneffe 
tatibus  mail  of  mens  Ivt ft  s , and  crept  in  onely  by  reafon  of  the  corruption  of 
J'eruntThea*  mens  manners,  yet  the  Idol  Heathen  gods  de fired  that  they 
u-a  magna,  nec  might  be  dedicated  unto  them.  And  then  fpeuking  of  the 
hoc  vidimus'  firft  occa  (ion  of  bringing  St  age- pi  ayes  into  Rome,  to 
ajJiyage  the  pe/lilence  which  affixed  their  bodies,  they  brought 
Ad  Po*.  Antioch.  in  (faith  he)  another  farrrtnore grievous  and  perpituallpefti - 
Tom  j.  C0/.347.  lence  of  their  rmndts, which  he  thus  elegantly  expreileth. 
?His  Theatra- 

libus  Uidis  everfis,  non  leges  fed  iriiquitatem  ev-ertcris,  & omnem  Civitatispeflcm 
txringuccis.  Homil  i%.in  MattkTsns.i.  Col.iyy.  B.  & Hcml.69,  1 Si  tantum- 
modo  boai  & honeftt  homines  in  Civuate  eflent,  nec  in  rebus  humanis  ludi  fee- 
aici  effe  debuiflent.  De  Cwitate  Dei.  lib.  4.  cap . 1.  * De  Civitate  Dei.  lib,i.  cap* 

SI«31>35«hb  i,a.  to  1 j.  «,17. 1.  5.C.  iz.  1.8,c  13. 14.^  Efift.  10:.  f Ilhs 
lhearricas  artes  diu  virtus  Romans  non  noverat : quae  etfi  ad  obleftamemum 
volnptatis  human#  <pi#reren*ur,  & vitio  morum  irreperem  humanorum,  dij 
timen  eas  dbi  cthiberi  petiveriint. De Cml.Dei i^tejbid.c^.toii. 
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* Dij  pnpter  fedandam  cerporu  ptfiiUntiam  ludoi fibi  fceritcot  ‘^e  Civ.  Oc 
cxbtberiiubtbant . pontiftx  autem  vetler  ( Scipio)  propter  uni-  !' 1 f'}  . 

t r r 1 r'  r V,  r , Polvchronico. 

morttmcavendam  peftuctottamy  tpfim  fienam  confirm  probi - [.,^.54  f.ijr. 

b:bat,  Si  ahqua  luce  mentis  animum  corport  pr gonitis ye liger e & Thomas  Brea 

quern  col  At  is  ? NcOp  enim&  til  a corporum  pefitlentia  tdeo  son-  frardin,  DeCau- 

quievityCfttiA  populo  bellicofi,  & fills  ante  a }udU  Circenfibus  fa.  Dei.  lib,  r ; 

affueto,  ludorum  fcemcorum  delicata  (ubintravit  infant 4:  fed  Pa°’'"*’ 

afiutia  fiirituum  nefandorum  pravidens  tliam  psftilentiam  tkm 

fin:  debit 0 ceffaturamy  altam  longe  gravioremy  qua  plurimnm 

gaudety  ex  hac  occajione , non  corpertbttSy  fid  moribus  curavit 

tmmittere : qux  animos  mt fir  or  um  tantis  occacavit  tenebrts, 

tanta  deformitate  fadavityUt  tliam  modb.qttod  itscredibtle  fir- 

fit  an  erttyfi  a noftris  po fieri*  audit  t nr , Romam  urbs  vafiata, 

quo: pejhlentia  ifia  poj]edity  atq3  inde  fugienteSy  Carthagmcm 

pervenire  potuerunty  in  Theatris  quotidie  certatim  pro  bifiriv- 

ntbiu  infamrent . ^ mentes , amentes^  quis  eft  bic  usntuty  non 

error  , fid furor , tit  exit  turn  veftrum  piAngenubm  Orientali- 

bus  popu’is,  & maximit  (fivitatibu*  in  remotijfimU  terris  ptib - * In  Thcatris 

Itcum  li4ttumm£rorewfy.di4C9HtibiUy  vosTheatra  quareretis , labes  moi'am-, 

■sntrareti*  simpler et  is  multo  infaniora  quant  fuerant  antea  ^Ccere  turpi  a, 

faceret/s.  * Hanc  antmatum  Ubem  acpefiemy  banc  probita-  vjc{€repel., 

tis  & hoHiftatis  everfioecm  (fo  he  trudy  ftiles  the  Theater)  nicio C^ys/guft. 

Scipio  tile  metuebati  quanco  confirm  Theatra  prohibebat&c,  jye  Symboloai 

xci^enim  ccnfibatilleftlicemefferempub.  ftantibsu  manibuSy  Catechumens*.  L 

rnentibiss  mortbus : fid  tn  vobti  plm  valuit  quod  imply  Damo-  * c.iTom.g. 

*es  Jeduxerunty  quarts  quod  homines  providipr  weaver  unty&c.  u^Sccundifow; 
It  is  evident  then  by  Saint  tsfugufttnes  reiolution  ; that  rehus-(&  fpe- 
Stage-playes  iiKurably  vitiate  and  defperatdy  corrupt,  daculis)  ea 
ifnot  liibvert  mens  manners  ; and  fo  bring  mine  to  that  m'l[a  omntor 
State  that  fufters  them..  u the  evils  which  they  ^generate  vien rf-= 

tn  the  peoples  manners  feingfarre  wor fi  then  t he  cruelltfi  ene-  pus  pP;ora  {^n 
mtes . Hence  he  informes  ns ; K that  Stagc-playes  hadmade  hoftibus.ce^ 

vit.Vei.l.i  c.30. 

vid-lbid • R Romam  quippe  cura  partam  veteru  audamque  laboribus,  t^diorem  ft  m- 
remfecerant  quam  ruentem:  quandoqiiidcm  in  mini  cjus5  lapidas  & lignaj  i% 
iftorum  autem  vica  omnia, non  murorum, fed  monim  menumenta  atq;  ernamen- 
i-uceciderunt,  ciimfuneflioribus  eorum  cordacupiditatjbus-quam  igmbtis  te^fta  * - 
lius  urbis  arderent,  Dc  Civitaic  Vei.  Ub»  x.  cap.  vid.  cap,  7.  to  if. 
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Rome , which  wsu  gotten  with  the  care , and  augmented  by  the 
induftry  of  their  Jkncefters,  more filthy  whiles  it  was  /landing, 
then  when  it  was  falling  unto  mine  : fince  in  its  mine,  enely 
the  femes  and  timber , but  in  the  lives  of  Play -haunters,  all  the 
monuments  andornaments  not  of  wads,  but  of  manners  were 
yDcCir  Dei  f*hlen  to  the  ground-,  fince  the sr  hearts  burned  with  more  la - 
1.x,  c.30  , to  34.  mentdble  polluting  lufls,  then  the  houfes  of  the  Citty  did  with 
i.i.thorowcut.  flames . Yea  hence  he  Y concludes  and  proves,  the  Pagan 
Ij  cj8.1ii3.4  c.  ‘Deities  of  the  Romanes  to  be  nogods , but  beafily  Devils , and 
18 1 °/  \ci* 17  > unc^ang  infer  nail  ffirits  ; who  were  no  friends , no  advancers , 
noprote^lors  of  the  Romanes  or  of  their  Cemmon-weale^  but 
27iS5-  I.8.c.f.  profeffed eniynies,  plagues,  and  traitors  to  them  both , becanfc 
lh  43 1 8,xo,  they  tnventeh,  exafted,  countenanced,  and  delighted  in  t ho  fie 
21,1^,  27.  & obfeene,  lafctvtous,  vitious  Stage-playes,  which  defiled  the 
beina  the*'^5  mtn^esi  corrup the  lives,  ruinated  the  manners , and  eter- 
end  and  drift?  deftroyed  the  foules  of  men , by  frecipitating  ihem  into  all 

ofallthefe  vice  and  lewdneffe  whatfoever : which  Playes  both  Plato, 
places,  Scipio,  Cicero,  and  the  ancient  Romanes  quite  abandoned, 

runret*-  Mike  very  pefts,ths  fanners,  banc  .and  overthrow  of  the 
dosVcen^cos1^-  C^non-weale.  Such  they,  fuch  he  reputed  them;  and 
manr,eofq;  di-  fr°m  thence  he  z per [wades  the  Romanes  to  difearde  them, 
vinis  rebus  ad-  together  with  all  their  DeviR-Idols  who  tocke  fuch  plea  fare  in 
jungi,  & fuis  ^ them.  rPau!us  Orcfisu,  Saint  Augufitnes  intire  friend  and 
lS  • h~  ^oetancan,  *n  his  excellent  Hi  (lory  (dedicated  to  this 
ken^quord  vis  learned  Father,)  reiatingthe  originall  introduction  of' 
non  Vos  indicar  Stage* playes  among  the  Romanes,  to  afTwage  the 
null  os,  fed  ifte  plague ; thus  difeants  on  that  paflage.  a Autores  fua'sere 
affeftus  nimi - pontificer,  ut  ludi  fcemcidijs  expetentibus  aderentur : & tta 
mSo*?™  q pro  defetienda  temporals  pcfte  coryorum,  accerfitus  eft  perpeiu- 
Ve  fivi tateVei'  HS mor^Hi ^mmarum : thefe Stage-play es  being  no  other 
hb<8.  c.  ii.vld,  in  his  opinion,  but  a perpetuallficknejje  of  mens  foules , far 
Ibidem.  worfe  then  any  peftilence  that  cou’d afihft  their  bodies : W hat 

a Hiftorix.lib.  State,  what  perfon  then  would  foment  fuch  fata  11 
Colon  'EcJl:‘  plagues?  b Sahvian,  Bi/hop  of  <*Jhiaffilia  in  Prance,  me  ft 
pag.°x  2oT  elegantly  inveigheth  again  ft  the  horrid  obfeenity  of  Stage - 

k De  Gubernatione  Dei,  lib,  6,:horoyvout,  well  worth  the  reading,  to  which  I 
ihallreferre  you, 
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fUjes, in forming  thi  axcisnt  Romanis  and  others ,e  that  Stage-  ' Scent  j, 

playts  were  thofe  infuffcrabie  impurities  which  polluted  their  0f 

foules , depraved  their  manners, provoked  the  tJMaiefty  of  their  ^orjs  are 

God  to  wrath,  offended  their  blejfed  Saviour , dtfhonoured  th§ir  tranfcribed.  & 
Chrtfltan  profcffion , and  drew  downe  Gods  lodgements  on  then  Scene  iz.&  1 9* 
State,  whtch  was  then  mtferablie  wafted  by  the  Goathes  and 
Vandals:  and  thereupon  he  advifeth  them , eternally  to  aban- 
don P lay e sand  Theaters  ( according  to  their  vow  in  b apt  i fine ) 
as  the  moft  pernicious  evtls . which  would  bring  then  Joules, 
their  bodies , then  Church  and  State  to  utter  ruine.  Ifiod&r 
Velufota,  who  flourished  about  theyeere  of  our  Lord 
440.  in  his  Epiftle  to  Hmo,  who  then  fvvayed  the 
Common-wealth  under  Theodofus  the  Yonger,  writes 
thus  of  d St  age  -players*,  that  this  is  their  chief e end  and  d Scenicis , vir 
ftudy , not  that  many  fhouldbe  made  better  by  their  fcoffes,  (as  °P^‘JriCj  ^um~  ^ 
fome  have  (aid , deceiving  both  themfelves , and  thofe  that  heare  oc 
thens,)  but  that  many  might  be  drawer,  to  finne.  For  then  ipf0l  u cavdlas 
felicity  is  wholy  placed  in  the  lewdneffe  of  their  Spsiialors.  For  multi  meliores 
foit  is, that  if  their  Spectators  fhouldbe  made  better,  their  ve-  reddantur, 
ry  occupation  would  gee  to  wracke:  wherefore  they  never  fe  (qyemadmcdu 
much  as  tbinke  of  reforming  any  who  offend,  neither  if  they  ml-  jp^1  & j*stc" 
led  it,  could  they  e ffeft  it.  For  their  mimic  ad  art  of  its  owne  cjui  tc  audiunt, 
nature  is  onely  fitted  for  to  hurt  men.  A paflage,  which  not  decipienss)  vel 
onely  anfwers  that  vaine  e Obicltion  of  Play-patrons  rumut  multi 
i (which  you  fee  was  ancient)  that  Stage-plajes  reforme  Pecj*t\J Erenira 
men  by  reprehending  vice  : but  Iikewife  manifests  them  to  improbi^e*9* 
be  intolerable  mtfchiefes  in  any  Ch rift  an  State,  fince  feiicicatem  fu- 
therr  very  end  and  nature  is  onely  to  corrupt  an  i make  men  am  coftitutam 
worfe.  f Aurelius  C a [fid  dor  us,  defer  tbing  the  office  of  the  Ro  habeut. 

res  efficiantur/uahis  ars  periturafit.Quamobremj  nec  unquam  eos  qui  delinquunt 
i |Corrigere  in  animum  indux£rmr,nec  ft  velinr,id  poffint.Mimicaenim  eornm  ars  na- 
tura  tantummodo  ad  nocendum  comparata  eft.Ei  tfU.3  $ 6.  Bibl.Tatnm.Tom.^ . 

parszp6ij  A.  c See  this  Objection  formerly  anfwertd  p ioi.ro  jo6.  f Qaamvis 
iartes  lubricas  honeftis  moribus  tint  - remorse  & Hiftrionum  vitavaga,videatur  effer- 
ripofle  licentia,  tamen  moderatrix  providit  amiquua?,  ut  in  cotum  non  eftluerenr, 
cum  Scipfx  judicem  fuftinerent.Adminiftr  nda  enim  eft  Tub  quadam  difciplmrt  exhi- 
bitio  volnptatum,  Teneat  fcenicos  fi  non  V;rus,vel  umbratilis  ordo  ju^eij.  Tempe- 
rs ntur  Sc  h^c  tegum.  qualitate  negoca5quafi  honeftas  imparet  inhoneltis,&  cpiifcftif™ 
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dim  nymlis  tnane  Cenfor,  or  Surveyor  of  [forts,  records ; that  the  dij/o- 
vivant,  qui  via  Utte  lives, and  light  arts  of  Stage-players  are  remote  from  honeft 


Si^nd  Tuit  er  P^aJuyff  as  other  mens  r^yrtk^nd  by  a perverfe  condition,  when 
£o  moderstore  44  they  deliver  the  domimon  to  there  bodies , they  have  compel- 
iiifcipere,qui  fe  led  their  foules  to  ferze.  It  is  fit  therefore  that  rhofe (hould  re- 
nefciunc  juri-  ceive  a Moderator >rvbo know  not  to  carry  themfelves  with  a 
one  tTa^are^  ^gatl  mo  deration*  Tor  the  office  of  a Cenfor  ss  fet  up  as  a Tutor 
locus  qinppe  oVer  hear  As  of  men.  For  as  Tutors  keepe  children  of  tender  i 
tuus  his  gregi-  jeeres  with  diligent  cxrc>  fo  vehement  phafures  are  to  be  curbed 
bus  hominum  hy  the  (fen for , with  great  gramy,  &c.  Which  pafTage, 
veluti  quid  am  as  it  proves  Stage-playes,  intolerable  mifehiefes;  and 

tutoreft pofi-  payers,  diforderly  diilolute  wicked  perfon,  whole  ex- 
tus4  Nam  heut  d.  9 , , ,<  . , r,  . . ^ , 

llli  xtites  te-  cctfes  need  to  be  luppreikd,  even  by  the  opinion  of  the 

neras  adhibita  ancient  Pagan  Romanes,  * who  appointed  Cenfors'efpur- 
cautela  cufto-  pife  to  corrctt  their  grojfe  abufei , * which  yet  could  never  be 
d!?m,Sc  3 rfe  redrefta : fo  it  condemnes  the  excelli  ve  IcwdnefTe  of  our  ! 
vid^i^enfa'  mo^erne^ayes  and  Adors  which  have  no  fiich  Surveys 
matnritate  fre-  crs  t0  curbe,to  cenfure  their  abufes;  & withall  acquaints 
nand3e  func.  us?  how  pernicious  Stage-playes  are,  both  to  mens 
Age  bonis  in-  manners  & the  oublike  weale:  and  what  reafon  Chrifti- 


difizezy&c.Tariarum  !.7.c.io.  * See  Bulengems  De  TheatraL  i.c. *3.  * See  here-p. 
5 7-3^, 39540,41.  e See  Auguft.De  Civit.Dei.l.x.c.31.3 1,3  j.bx.c.l  3.i*,z7.i  3.C.1S 
U4.C.1. id, z6,i7,i84IAc. 5.^7 ,9,10, z^,z733j.l.8.c4y ,13,14,1 8, ao,xi,x6,z7.  Bo- 
dinus De  Repub.l,6,c.Xr  PoIychromcon.L i,c.34.fol,i7 1 , accordingly. 

un/uferabk 
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unfufferable  corruptions  andabufis,  bnt  to  pleafe  their  Idols, 
to  whom  they  wen  devoted;  which  reafon  holds  not  with  h D ^ . 
usChriftians,  but  iagagcth  us  moft  againlt  them.  To  curlalmm.Et. 
paffe  by  h John  Sarejbury, i Alexander  Fabritins,  k Holhot , c.7 , 8.  & lib. 

' 1 Pantos  Wan,  **  LM^phens  Tegtus,  n J^jcolaus  De  Cleman-  8 cap. 6. 7. 
gts,  0 Thomas  Bradmrdine,  P Petrarcha,  and  <1  other  more  i Deftrudoriu 
ancient  Writers , who  centre  Stage  plajes  ; /ta  intolerable  ^ *dorum.p\rs 
depravers  of  mens  mtndes  and  manners  ; f/?*  Seminaries  of  t 
allwick^dni(feyv:ce,  and  levednejfe ; the  corrupters  of  Toath,  fc  Ledio.i  71. 
the  Jubvertcrs  of  all  good  dtfctpltne  ; the  enemies  cfali  vcrtH-  in  lib  ,Sapicn- 
ous  education;  and  in  fuff er  able  mifehtefes  in  a State , which 
thorow  1 he  eyes  and  earcs  ufher  e tern  ad  death  into  mens  Cottles ; J?  * ^ 7* 

10  whom  1 m;ght  accumulate  j r Ludovic  us  Vivss,  1 ^5-  $enfuum  & 
ftexawaf  (forneluts  Agnppa,  u Te/tfr  Frimaudujf,  * Datum,  Auditus. 

/ Peter  Martyr,  z Ioannes  Langhecructsts,  a Bosbeilus*  /*?-  tn  De  Educac. 


gate  to  this  their  Cenfure.  I fhall  onely  recite  the  M.838.A.847. 
words.of^  other  moderne  Outlandifh  Authors  againft  f*848  C,D 
the  intolerable  abufes  of  Stage-play  es,and  then  pafle  un-  ^4*E*F»  8^f* 
to  our  Englifh  Writers : The  firil  of  thefe,  is  Matter  nbeNovis 
Ralph  Gudther,  a reverend  orthodox  Divine,  whole  ia-  Celebritatibus 
borious  learned  Workes  all  Proteflant  Churches  high-  non  Inftituen- 
ly  honor:  who  acquaints  us  : 'That  Stage-players,  the  dis.  pj43.ro 
artificers , the  ir.imfters  of  unlawful}  pUafures 3 who  are  wont  to  * * r-ufi 

,Corol.2c;p.  14.1 5.  P De  Remedio  Vtiiufqs  Fortu.lj. Dialog. 30.  4 Sec 
Act  7. Scene  5.  r De  Caulis  Corruptions  Ai'tium.  1.2,p.8j .8  2,83.  & Comment,  in 
Auguft.DeCivit  Dei.ki.c  3 t *3 2,^ 5 3.6c  l.'2.p.i  to  16.  f De  Calibus.  1.  2. Tit.  53.  & 
h4_.Titj7.fect .4.  c De  Vanit.Scientiarum.c.20.59,64,7i.  u French  Achndemy. 
C.20. p.105.  * Ethicac  Chrifthnx.l.a.c.8. p.107.  y Locorum  Comunium  Claffis. 
l.a.c.i  c.i2.fed.i5.i9.&  Comment.onTudgcSiC.2i . * De  Vita&  Ho- 

neftate  Ecclelhft’coruro.'.a.c.xo. 21 . 1 Decreta  Eccleli*  GaM.6.-TiLia.c.ua  &c. 
* Be  SpeftaculisTib.  c De  Spedic-ulis.lib.  d De  Theatro  l.i  c.jo.ji,**..  « An- 
mf.Ecckf.Anno  404. fed.  1 2,3, Anno  206.fed-2.Anno  399.fed.<f.Anno 469  fed. a 
f Epit.Baronij  Anniseifdem.  I Centurise  Magd  Tom.3 .Col.i4i.i4i.Tom.4.Coi. 
14^8. Tom. s.Cor.721. Tom  6.Col.r59.  h See  Ad 7.  Scene  7.  i Sunt  cjufmodi 
homines  non  parv-a  reran*  publ.  peftis.  Nam  hbidmum  miniftri  funt,&  bonos  mores 
cprrumpunt,  &c.  G.uaUbtr  Hotml.u.  in  Nahum. fil.ut.i  i j. 
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frequent  the  fourtt  of  great  Pri»eejy  and  the  emmentejl 

‘ "1 


richefl  Cttties  where  there  is  mofi  hope  of  gaine  propounded 
them,  are  not  a [mall  plague  of  Common-wealei : for  they  dre 
the  fervitors  of  lufi,  they  corrupt  good  manners , they  bring  ai 
religion  into  contempt : they  greatly  exhiuft  bo*h  the  pub'dej 
ana  mens  private  treafurei  and  that  which  ought  to  be  Attribu- 
ted for  the  poores  re/tefe,  they  by  their  arts  have  almofi  inter- 
cepted. Thefethe  Prophet  compares  to  Loc*fisyn$t  one ly  for 

* See  Guevara,  their  multitude  jbut  rather  for  * thtr  idle floathfulneffe, and  be - 
his  t>ii i of  cau/e  being  borne  onelyfor  to  cate  and  drinks,  they  dee  nothing 
Princes.  1. 3 . c.  in  me  an  dime  that  is  honeft,or  which  may  any  way  advance 

u ' the  pubhke  good . Wherefore  grave  men  in  aH  ages  have 
thought  fit  to  exclude  this  fort  of  men  from  the  Common- 

* See  here  pag.  wealth.  Ibis  k Plato  a man  of  mofi  acute  iudgement  percei- 

ved when  as  he  baxifned  aH  Poets  out  of  his  Common-wealthy 
becanfe  he  knew  : hey  would  both  corrupt  mens  manners,  and 
bring  the  gods  into  contempt . Nett  her  undefirvedly  is  the 
1 See  here  pag.  old  dtjcipiine  of  the  ^MaffiHenfes  applauded y who  would  ad- 
45  f*  45^*  & put  no  Stage-planers  h.to  their  (fitty,vor  any  per  fins  but  finch 


Vul  .riusMaxi-  were  sktlfulltn  [o?&c  art  or  other , wherby  they  mi  ht  honefi- 


^ " ’ lymaintatnc  thcwfelves.Towhieh  this  alfomay  be  added,  that 

the  ancient  Divines  mofi  [bar pe!y  crude  mne  both  Stage-playes 
m Ephef.  j.3j4«  <wd  Spcftaclcs : homing  a refpett  to  that  of  the  Apofile,  m who 
would  not  have  fornication , filthy  dtfcourfe , feurrilitj  or  any 
uucleanejfe,fi  much  as  to  be  once  named  avi  ong  Chrifhans 
commanding  all  the  followers  of  (fhnfi,  not  to  abfleine  fi‘om 
*iThef.  5.21.  tviH  onely , but  hkewifc  n from  all  appearance  of  it.  It  is 
therefore  a great  figne  of  corrupt  and  perverted  difctphne , that 
t he fe  effeminate  per  fins  and  ftertherers  cf  mofi  cifhonefl  plea- 
fur  es, are  in  great  efieeme  both  in  the  Courts  of  Princes  & tn  rich 


f ^RenmKo-  whiles  grave  men  who  excell  tn  councell  and  experience 

manorirn.l.ii*  serein  the  meane  time  excluded  and  contemned , and  the  poore 


p.  1 40.&  Casli-  neglctted,  &c.  Then  he  recites  the  examples  of  P Licinius,  and 
us  Rhodis.  An-  q Henry  the  3 .Emperor  cf  that  n*mcywbo  cafi  aR  Stage-players 

tiqu*Le&*i*l4«  nf  their  and  Ctt ri*s  /u  th?:  wen  Pats  and  Aioithes 


cut  0f  their  (fourts  and  Cttties  as  the  very  Rats  and  Moathes 
riec  here  pae«  °f  *"*  Ceurt  Common-weak.  Examples  (writes  he) 

47j-  ‘ worthy  of  eternall pray fiyybicb  if  Princes  and  UWagifirates 
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of  the  Common-weale  would  imitate  at  this  day , there  would 
be  le  jfe  rome  left  for  filthy  fioathf uH  idleneffe , then  which  there 
it  nothing  mote  powerful!  to  corrupt  mens  manners  : yea  wife 
and  prudent  men  would  be  tn  more  efieeme , and  the  poore  would 
be  better  provided  for  >who  now  wander  up  and  downe  in  every 
corner,  to  the  great  fcandall  of  fhriftiantty.  But  becaufe  all 
here  Hewlett  their  duty , God  htmfelfe  will  At  one  time  or  other 
finds  out,  a weaves  whereby  will  caft  cut  thefe  plagues  (fo 
ftiies  he  Playes  and  Players)  not  without  fame  publtky  cala - 
mtty9  as  the  Prophet  here  threatens  to  the  Ntnivites.  Thus 
hee.  Thefecond  is  r Tetrus  Opmeerusy  a grave  Hiftori-  rOpus  Chro- 
an,  who  writes  thus  of  Playes.  The  ancient  Romanes  did 
wafie  too  much  upon  Pleafures  and  Spcttaclef,  of  which  they  r ^ntwcrpi*. 
had  foure  forts:  Stage-p'ayej  which  ferved  to  delight  their  161 1.  png.  18 6* 
eares:  Ctrque-p!ayesy  CjUdtators,  and  Hunting/ , whtch  fer - 187, 

! ved  for  their  eyes  : From  the  fir  ft  of  thefe,  they  learned  filths - 
nefie  andlcwdnefle  : from  the  Utter , cruelty  and  inhumanity* 

Neither  did  any  one  bring  backs  tbofe  manners  from  thefe  Sfe~ 
ttaclcs  that  he  brought  thither  • for  a cert  aim  ruft  and  canker 
did  jpread  it  fclfe  over  them  at  unawares . Neither  doe  vices 
more  eaftly  or  ffeedily  corrupt  mens  mindes  then  by  thefe  plea-  ♦ In  ter  turn 
fares*  The  third  is  * Dtdacus  de  Taptay  a famous  Spanish  parte  diviTho 
| Hermite ; who  difcuijing  this  queftion ; Whether  the  mx  Salaman- 
1 Sacrament  might  be  given  to  Stage-players?  writes  thus.  ^ 

* The  ancient  Fathers  inveigh  fo  bitterly  againft  this  pernicious  * qarn  a*crjter 
kinde  of  men9  and  the  holy  (fanons  puntfh  them  fo  fevsrely  by  Patres  antiqui 
I Ecclefiafticall  an  fares  y that  I fajpctt  that  thefe  things  which  in  perniciofiun 
Were  ailed  tn  Theaters  heretofore  .were  filthier  then  tkofe  things 
that  Are  aided  now.  But  let  this  be  as  it  will , yet  the  things  humur^  tam 
that  are  played  now  are  Ufctvious,  filthy,  and  objceney  and  very  fevcre  facn 
pernicious  to  Ghrtfian  Religion.  And  therefore  whofoever  Canonesinil- 

Ios  animndver*- 

tunt  cenfuris  Ecclefiafticis,  vehementer  ut  lufpicor,  turpi  ora  efle  qua?  ol  m in  T.hea- 
tris  agebantur,  quamqua:  his  temponbus.  Quicquid  vero  de  hoc  fir,  lafeiya  funt 


I qua:  modoaguntur,turpia&  obfeaena,  atque  religioni  chriftianae  valde  permciofa, 
’ Ac  proinde  quicunque  aliquid  fapit  in  Domino  eostenetur  arbitr.'.ri  pubiicos  pec*- 
carorps,  reique  publics  peftem  tanto  graviorem>  quanto  gravius  eft  anurias  vulnus 
, quam  corporis,  &c.  ibidem. 
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tajls  any  (weetneffe  in  tbs  Lord,  oris  any  whit  wife  towards 
god,  is  bound  to  repute  them  fublike  finners , and  fo  much  the 
rvwe  gnvous  plague  of  the  Comm  on -we  ale,  bj  how  much  the 
wound  of  the  Rule  U greater  then  that  of  the  body . The  C0H»- 
cell  of  Carthage , Saint  Cjpnan,  Chryfojhme , and  -Auga- 
* Quod  G ho-  ftiKe  (whofe  words  he  there  recites  at  large)  excommu- 
miSs  fee n id  ”•*** * b°*k  fr°m *b*  Sot  ty  oj  the  Faithful l,  and  the  S a- 
apud  Ethnicos  cr aments,  as  the  very  infamy , plagues,  and  blemtfh  of  the 
habentur  mfa-  Church,  which  could  not  tolerate  them  without  much  infamy 

honore  prira-  4*^  ^onotir  > fwce  th*  VefJ  P*&**  &*»*»**  ctRanchifed 
bantur,ut  ve-~  tljem  theer  ^ibes,  and  made  them  infamous-  * And  if  thefe 
r>Time  affir-  Stage-  players  are  reputed  inf  nous  among  Heathens,  and  de- 
mu  divas  Au-  prived  of  all  honour,  as  Saint  Auguftine  moj}  trucly  effirmeth, 
no^ tandem.111^  Civitate  Dei.  lib.  1.  cap.31.  what  ought  we  Chrifluns 
Chrxftianos  K0W  to  ^oe  ' ^ trt ^ we  ought  to  efehue  and  condemns  both  in 
facere  cpoicet?  Cpl*7cs  and  {forts,  what  ever  is  profufe y what  ever  is  nr.mo- 
Certe  fugere  defi,  what  ever  is  unfeemelj,  what  ever  is  wanton,  what  ever  is 
ac  damnare  wickyd  ; all  which  even  Tuily  htmfelfe  condemned  in  hi*  Gffi- 
fndondVo  CCS*  p ut  all  thefe  things  are  found  in  Play-houjei:  But  if 
0 ih cquid°  pro-  $k**  Stage-players  delight  men  with  their  pleafures,  ttfls,  and 
fiifuni,  quic-  roily  Reaches,  and  with  the  fwettheffe  ofthe>r  fongs , and  mu- 
quid  :m  mode-  jicke ; or  tf  they  a dome  and  inftrucl  nun  with  their  grave 
ftura,  quicquid 

illiberale,  quicquid  petulans,  quicquid  fhgitiofum  : qiias  omnia  inOf^p  Tullius 
ipfe  da.nnabat.  Inveniunrur  autem  haec  in  Theatris,  Quod  fi  homines  fcenici  face, 
ti js  & acundaedivtorum,&cm:us  luivitate  deleftam,  & fententijs  gravioribus  ad- 
monent  &erudiunt,  & reprsefentatione  antiquarum  rerum  atque  affeftibus  recre- 
ant, utinam  nunquam  iiYi  bonaComaedijs  mifcuiffent.  Hocenjm  ide6acciait,qucd 
malum  tam  per  fe  fit  debile  aendferum,  ut  feipfum  tueiinon  poffit  niii  juvetur  a 
bono.  Malum  cnim  fi  perfeftum  fuerit  deftrim  feipfum,  ut  ait  Ariftctelis  5 aepre- 
inde  occultatur  fub  fpecie  boni,  ut  detineat  ac  fallat  homines  incautos  : Sumus 
emm  natura  vehementer  propenG  ad  honeftatem.  Quamvis  autem  aliqua  bona 

m 1 - _ • - , L . « f . . J . > J .'  - .-s  — . /.  - t • n *->  r’  'Vi  /-*  » * • o t j -r*.  ♦*  U - kr  »-  a ■ t i ^ 


mifeeantur  in  hisludrs,deberemus  autem  pra*  oculis  feirper  habere  ilia  praedsra 
verba  Hieronomi  nd  Letam.  Nemo  ad  lupanar  mittit  virgmem  fuam  quamvis 
q la-dam  ibi  reperiri  pofTint  de  turpi  corruptione  lugeutes:  nemo  haeredem  faum 
latronum  turbae  committit,  ut  diicai  audatiam  ; nemo  in  perforatam  intrat  cym- 
bam  ut  difeat  vitare  naufrapium.  Nemo  ergo  ad  Theatri  locum  impurum  & mfa- 
mem,  & contrariura  religion!,  dt  modeftia:  & fobrietati  Ch,riftianae  (locus  falicet 
itle  Dsemombus  familtaris,  invifus  Deo)  debet  procederej  ut  difeat  aut  guftet  qu* 
i bi  dice ntur,  funtenim  mixta  ver.tno.  ibidem. 
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Sentences , and  pleafi  them  with  the  reprefentation  of  ancient 

things,  er  with  their  pajfiws  • ( A common  obje&ion  in 

the  Dehalfe  of  Stage-playes;)  would  to  God  they  had  never 

mixed  tbefe  good  things  with  their  Comedies : For  this  onely 

happens  becaufe cvlU is  fi  weake  and  miferable  by  it felfe,  that 

it  cannot  defend  and  helpe  it  felfe , unleffe  it  be  holpen  and  afftfted 

by  good:  For  evil!,  if  it  be  per  fell,  deftroyeth  it  felfe , as  Ari- 

ftotl  e faith;  and  therefore  it  is  hid  under  the  jhew  of  good, 

that  tt  may  deteine  and  deceive  incautelom  men  : for  by  nature 

we  are  vehemently  prone  to  honefty,  Hut  albeit  fame  good 

things  are  mingled  tn  thefe  Playcs , yet  we  alwayes  ought  to 

have  thefe  excellent  words  c f Hierom  before  our  eyes,  in  his 

Eptflletol^xta,  No  Man  (faith  he)  fendeth  his  Daughter 

to  the  Stewes,  although  fome  Women  may  there  be  found  beway « 

ling  their  filthy  corruption*  no  man  commits  his  Heire  to  a 

company  of  T beeves,  that  he  may  learne  audacity ; no  man 

enters  into  a Bo  ate  that  is  fuR  of  holes,  that  he  may  learne  to 

avoydfixpwracke . * No  man  therefore  ought  to goc  to  theim - ^Noubenc. 

pure  and  infamous  place  of  the  T heater  which  is  contrary  to 

religion,  to  mode  fly  and  fobrtety  fa  place  fi familiar  to  - Devils , 

and  fo  odious  to  Godjthat  he  may  learne  or  tafi  the  things  there 

atted : for  they  are  intermixed  with  poyfon.  Such  is  the  1 iodine  his 

venome,  the  contagion  of-  Players  and  Play-haunters,  in  Common- 

thisPopifh  Hermites  judgement,  whofe  words  no  Pa- 

pift(and  I prefume  no  Proteftant)  dares  to  queftion.  * 

The  fourth  is  Ichn  Bodme,  an  eminent  Polititian,  and  re-  64  j<646. 

nowned  Statefman,  who  hath  pafl'ed  this  verdict  upon  *Spe<fbcuIa 

Stage-play es.  r J wifi  (writes  he)  paffe  over  in  filence  the  enim  dulcifll* 

abufes  which  are  commuted  in  fufrmg  of  Comedies  and  £*-  *na^unc  irnu' 

terludes,  the  which  (pray  marke  it)  is  a weft  pernicious  no^dm^ibi5- 

flague  to  a Common-weale  : for  there  is  no  hi ng  doth  dims  <juam  in- 

Wore  corrupt  the  fattens  good  manners,  fimplicity  arid  natu-  hum  amt:  us. 

rail  bounty  then  * Stage-play  es  : the  which  have  the  wore  M^usVcghis, 

power  and  effett,  for  that  their  words , accents , gefture,  mo-  Ve  tducatione 

itons  and  aliens,  governed  with  aH  the  art  that  may  be,  and  of 

a nsoft  filthy  and  dtfhoneft  jubiett,  leaves  a lively  imprsffton  in  tYunt 

thetr  fifties  who  apply  thereunto  even  all  their  fences,  7 0 con.  pag.  84$ , p » 

Qjjq  2 etude 
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chide . we  may  veell  fay,  that  the  Comedians  Stage  is  an  apprem-  \ 
ttjh  p of  allimyudencyftoefeneffe,  whore  dome  y cozening,  deceit 
•tlcorum*  andwickednejfe,  i/lnd  therefore  u Anftoflc  doth  not  wrth 

* 07£t%  CHt  caufe  fa1>  That  they  mufi  have  a care  left  the  fubieBs  went 

Ma?iftrates  t0  Come£^t€S  * * he  had  f aid  better , that  they  [hould  have  fulled 
would  confi-  downe  their  T heater  r,  and  [hut  the  Comedians  out  of  the  Citty 
^crit*  gates,  For  faith  * Seneca,  there  is  nothing  more  contrary 

? See  the  Gc  t0  marjKers>  t^en  t0  haunt  Tlayes,  And  therefore  1 Philip 
nerall  Hxftory  Augliflus  K*ng  of  France # did  by  apublthe  Edit},  bamfh  all 
of  France,  pag.  flayers  out  of  his  %ealme*  If  any  one  will  fay , that  both 
: i a.  accor-  Greekes  and  Romanes  did  allow  of  Plajes : 1 anfwer,  that 

* p(uta*  1 ‘ **  WMfer  * faperftttion  they  had  unto  their  gods  : but  the  wi- 

Solon  C 1 fifi  ^4ve  *lwaycs  blamed  them.  For  although  a Tragedy  hath 
a Nullam  ha-  Something  tn  it  more  /lately  and  heroike , and  which  doth  make 
bet  fpesi  falutis  the  hearts  of  men  leffe  effeminate : yet 1 Solon  having  feene  the 
*ger,  quem  ad  Tragedy  of  ThefpiS  flayed,  did  much  miftil^e  it  • and  whereat  * 
mcdictiThor1^  excufiftg  htmftlfeyfaid , it  wot  but  a Play  : No  ( re - 5 

tatur.  Senccl~E-  Solon)  but  this  Play  ttsrnesto  earneft.  tJWuch  more  j 
pi(l,  i2p4  had  he  blamed  Comedies , which  were  then  unknowns : and  now 

* Cantores  au-  a/way es  they  put  at  the  end  of  every  Tragedy  (as  poyfin  into 

tem  &fccnicos  meats)  a (fomedy  or  Itoge,  »y4nd  although  that  Comedies  > < 
^^  rerVhibu  weremore  tolerable  among  thoje  that  dwell  tn  the  Southerns  I 
crunt  u°ejuf^  P*rtsi  being  more  heavy  and  melancholy  by  nature,  and/or  » : 
modi  acrooma-  1 heir  natter  all  conftancy  lefft  fubietl  to  change , yet  [hould  they  be  . 
ta  atque  ocij  utterly  denyed  to  thofe  that  live  toward  the  North y being  of  4 
liber alis  obi z-  /anguine  complexion,  light  and  tnconft ant  having  in  a man* 
quirnC  doftos*S  ner  t^)e  fovce  of  their  foule  in  the  common  and  brut  all  fence:  I * 

atque  dffertos  ^Ht  there tS  a no  hope  to  fee  Plajes  forbidden  by  the  Magi- 
homines  fa  ct~  ft  rates  ^ for  commonly  they  are  the  fir  ft  at  them,  Thus  farre 

rent.  Ex  pie-  thele  Forraigaers.  To  paffe  by  * Sigonius,  who 

beautemalij  * t J L & > 

is  tabernis  vinarijs  perno&abanr,  nonnulli  vclabris  umbraculornm  Theatralium 
feabdebant^quidein  aleis  pugnamercontendebant^omnes  ferme  totos  dies  inThea- 
tris  ac  Circis  ludis  muneribuiqs  dedia  traducebant,otium  ipfum  Imperatori  folertia  8 
comperatum  ad  voluptatemjnon  ad  virtutem inciramenta  praebentes. Atqj  hi  quidero  * 
mores  licet  pofteriores  aliquot  Imperarores  emendare  conati  funt^tamcn  in  dies  cor- 
ruptiores  detenorefqj  effefti  funt  quoufq;  tota  Italia>qu2  marcefcente  ac  diuturno 
prope  languore  torpentc,barbari  Impenum  ex  omni  parte  debile  inyaferaot,8t  fevi f- 
iigaediftraxerunt.  Dt Occidental} lm$criot  tib.i,foLi%„ 

enumerates 
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enumerates  the  frequenting,  tolerating,  and  countenancing  of 
Stage- flajes  both  by  Trine c and  people , as  the  inevitable  fore- 
runner, and  chief*  oc  capon  both  of  thj  deffru Chon  and  over- 
throw if  the  Roman  Empire  ,bj  the  Gothes  apd  V andils : and 
* Guevara,hi$  Dial  of  Princes.  U 3. ^4  3 ^48.  I come  mow  * Who  is  very 
to  our  own  domeftique  Playes,to  fee  what  our  Writers,  coP!°us  t°r°uf 
our  Divines,in  their  daily  Sermons;  what  our  Vniverfi-  pur~ 

tics,  Magiftrates,  and  our  whole  State  have  determined  J 
of  them,  in  confirmation  of  my  Minors  truth. 

For  our  W riters.  To  paffe  by  thole  of  more  ancient 
times,  as  Beda , tAufelme , Alexander  Fabyttius,  Hoikot, 

Bradwardtn,  Ioannis  de  Bur  go,  Alexander  de  Ales , Edmux- 
dtts  Cantuarienfis , Ioannts  Sarefberienfis,  Tetrm  Blcfcnfif, 
eJAf  at  hew  P arisy  fPolychronicon,  Ludovtcw  Vivesy  Thomas 
Waldcnps,  and  * others  hereafter  quoted,  who  all  con-  *A&  7 $e cne  $ 
demne  thefe  Stage-playes  as  intolerable  corruptions. 

Matter  Northbrook <?,  an  eminent  learned  Divine,  in  his 
excellent  Treatife  againfl  Vatne  Playes  and  Enter Indes,  Im- 
printed by  Authority,  London  1579.  writes  thus  of 
Stage- playes*  b To  ffeake  my  mtnde  and  con] cienee  plawely  Fol.28.  ?i<3. 
and  in  the  feare  of  Cjod,  l fay , that  Players  and  Playes  are  Ibidem, 
not  tolerable  nor  fuff's r able  tn  any  Common-weale,  especially 
where  the  Goff  ell  is  preached ; ( which  he  there  proves  at 
large  by  fundry  teftimonies  of  Fathers,  Councels,  mo- 
derne  Divines  , and  others  ; and  by  many  argu- 
ments,) becanfe  thty  are  the  occafons  of  much  fmne  and 
wickydneffe,  corrupting  both  the  mindes  and  manners  of  their 
t.4ttors  and  Spectators.  The  Author  of  the  third  Blafl  of 
Retraitfrom  Playes  and  Theater sy( once  c a P layer (y  Play-poet  « The  3.  Bkft 
bimfelfe , till  being  pricked  in  conscience  for  it,  be  renounced  ofRetrait  from 
bis  pr  oft  (pen)  delivers  his  experimentall  refolution  of  £!.ayes  nn<^ 
Stage-playes  in  thefe  very  tearmes.  d Such  doubtleffe  is  4^0^  ^ 
mine  opinion  of  common  Playes,  that  in  a Comman^weale  they  1 ibidem,  pig. 
are  not  fuffcrable.  Afy  reafon  ts,  becaufe  they  are  publtke  43.44, 
enemies  to  venue  and  religion,  Allurements  to  finne,  corrupters 
of  good  manner  s,  meert  Brothel  houps  of  *2?  awdery,  and  bring 
both  the  Goff  ell  mejlartder,  the  Sabbath  into  contempt , mens 
Qjtf  s faults. 
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finks  into  da*  very  and  finally  the  whole  Common-weale  mt$ 
difirder : all  which  particulars  hee  there  confirmes  at 
large.  The  title  of  which  Booke  is  very  obfervable: 
Aficond  and  third  Blaft  of  Re  trait  fiom  Places  and 


& 

viz 


ly. 

f This  is  the 
Title  of  the 
Booke. 


Theaters  : the  one  whereof  was  founded  by  a reverend  Bifhof, 
dead  long  fince ; the  other  by  a wor/hiy/uH  and  zealous  Gen- 
tleman nop  alive  : one  [hewing  the  filthtneffe  of  7 }Uyes  In 
times  pafi  \ the  other  the  abomination  of  Theaters  in  the  time 
prefint : both  exprefly  proving,  that  that  Common-weale  is 
nigh  nnto  the  curfe  of  God , wherein  either  Players  be  made  of, 
or  Theaters  maintained : Set  forth  and  allowed  by  Authority. 
Anno  1580.  A pregnant  Authorized  evidence  of  my 
Minors  truth.  Mafter  Stephen  Gcffin,  a rher  great 
* $ee  his  Play-poet  before  his  converfion,  (for  Cwktch  he  after - 
bufc°°hC  °F  ^ wardf [bed  many  a bitter  teare ; ) in  his  f Sch * 'le  of  A bufi  • 
ftl/to  the  Rea  containing  a plea f ant  invellive  again/}  Po^i,  Pipers,  Players , 
der, according-  defiers,  and'nch  like  Caterpifiers  of  a (fomm*  --wealth,  f tting 
up  a Flagge  of  Defiance  again fl  their  rmfctictvotu  exercife,a»d 
overthrow  mg  thetr  Bulwarkes  by  F*ofha*e  Writer  j$  Natural 
Reafon , an 4 (fommon  Experience  ; prated  by  Allowance , and 
Dedicated  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney.  Anno  1 578  And  in  his 
Playes  Confuted,  Dedicated  to  Sir  France  tValfingham ; 
which  Booke  is  thus  intituled : Playes  (fonfmed  in  five 
j^citons:  ^Proving  that  they  are  not  to  be  fuff  red  14  a Chri - 
fiian  Common-weale  ,&c.  Imprinted  at  London,  about 
theyeere  1 581.  doth  positively  affirine,  andcopiotnly 
ckmonftrate  upon  unanswerable  grounds;  That St age- 
playes  and  common  ^AElors  are  no  wayes  tolerable  in  any 
Chnfltan,  or  Well. governed  Common-weale ; becaufi  they 
occafion  much  wickgdneffe,  lewdneffi , and  difirder,  and  excee- 
dingly corrupt  the  mmdes , the  manners  both  of  their  Auditors 
and  Spe Haters:  as  the  Perufers  of  theie  Tradates  fhall 
more  at  large  difeerne.  The  felfe-fame  Affertion 
London  I J9  j.  Conclufion  we  (hall  finde,  in  Mafter  t St*bs>his  Anatomy 
b*In  his  Work*  °f  reverend  b BB.  B abington,  his  Expofition  up- 

1 6 it. London*.  6n  7 • Commandewent ; in  Mafter  lohn  Field,  his  *De- 

pars  5.  p.6o,  claratm  of  Cjods  Judgement  at  parts  Garden ; publifhed  by 

Authority* 


I Edition  4, 


Part.  i. 


Hislrio-Mdflix. 


487 


Authority.  nnt  1 5 8 3 . In  a Book  intituled,  T&o  (fhurch 
of  evill men  and  women, &c.  printed  by  Richard  Pinfcn.Anno 
r j 80.  In  Mathew  Parker  Archbijhcp  of  font  erbttrj,De  An- 
tttju.  Eccleftt  BrittanictmLondini  1 5 7 2.  fol.  tilt.  In  M. George 
W hetflon  this  LMtrror  for  zJMagiftrates  ofCitties . London 
1 j 8 6 foL 24.  J n HoHmgjhead,  his  Chronicle . 1 5 49 . 

1028.  Numb.  25.  30  Co/.  2.  v£«»o  r 559.  Co/.  r 184. 

Anno  1 5 76.  Co/.  1 2 op.  In  Doctor  lohn  Cafe,  Ethicorum. 
lib.  4.  cap . pag.^oy . 30$  * & Poltticorum . //£.f  ,£4f?.8. 

474. 475,476.where  hecondemnesall  Popular3thoiigh 
he  allowes  of  Acadcmicall  Stage-p'iyes,  a$  Dodor 
Gager,  and  Doftor  C*«//«likewife  cue.  In  reverend 
£2?.  EptflUs,  Decad.  6 . Ep'tft.  6.  In  the  Rich  (fabinet. 

London  I6i6»  pag.  116.  ny,  1 1 8.  In  Matter  Samuel 
Pfochai,  his  Pilgrim, cap.  5 I.  4P0.  In  M.  Docttor 

I*  Sparket,  his  RthsarfaP.  Sermon  at  'Pauls  Croffe y the  29,  of1  $ee  e £pi- 
April}.  Anno  1579.  In  the  Anonymcm  Treat  if e of  Dances,  ll^e, t0  ci 
London  1581.  [hewing,  that  they  are  dependents  or  things  ^ °~ 

whoredoms  ; wherein  it  is  aljo  proved  by  the  way,  Phyes  and 
that  Play ei  are  toy ned  and  knit  together  in  aranke  with  them.  Theaters, 
t In  incomparable  Doctor  Remolds, his  Overthrow  of  Stages 
playes,  printed  I $ 97.  and  reprinted  at  Oxford \ 1629.  and  in 
his  Preface  to  the  Vniverfity  of  Oxford  before  hie  6.  Tbefes • 
pag*  45  46*  London  1612 . In  Dodcr  lohn  white,  his 
Sermon  at  Pauls  Croffe,  March  24.  1615.  feci.  1 1 . I n Dr* 

'Bond  of  the  Sabbath.  London  I 595.  p.  I 34. 1 3 5. 1 36.1  37, 

138.  In  /.  Cj.  his  Refutation  of  the  ApoL'gte  for  Actors , 

London  1615.  pag  1 3 . & 48,  to  60.  In  Matter  iohn  Brin  fly , 
his  3 .part  of  the  True  Watch  chapter  1 t . Abomination  30. 
fag.  302.  In  Matter  Ofmund  Lake , his  Probe  Tbeologtcdl 
upon  the  Comma&dcments.  London  3612.  157.  to  272* 

II 11  Mattel’ Wdliam  'Perkins , his  Expofftton  upon  the  7.  Ctm- 
\ ^nandemsnt , in  his  Workes.  vol.i.  p.6 o D,  In  his  Trea- 
I wifi  of  Conference,  cap.  3 , Tens.  1.  pag.  538.  In  his  Cafes  of 
Confciexce . Booke  3 . 4.  fett.  4.  Quefiion  2.  vol , 2.  />*£. 

I40. 14 1 . and  in  his  Commentary  cn  Galathtans  3.  z>o/.  2 . 

239.  111/.  T.  his  Qovenant  betweene  God  and  man: 
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is  mod  apparent;  bpth  by  the  teftimotiy  of  M.  Stephen 
Gojfi*-  Anno  1581.  who  upon  his  ownc  knowledge 
^ PI  ayes  Con-  affirmed : mT hat  many  famous  men  tn  his  time  in  both  our 
futol.Aftioa?.  Untverfitie J,  had  mad : open  out-cries  of  the  inconveniences 
At  the  begin-  yr(^  fry  piay€S . and  that  they  held  this  opinion  • That  Playes 
are  not  to  be  fuff  red  tn  a Chriftian  Commonweals : but  (faith 
he)  they  doe  not  thorowh  profecute  the  fame,  by  printing  any 
full  dtfcovery  dgtinft  them , becaufe  thar  finding  the  carts  of 
n ^ the  hearers  jlopt  with  the  deare  A dder , they  begin  to  (h*kj  the 

0 Overthrovv  of  their  fhooes  again  ft  them;  and  follow  the  ConnfeR  of  God 

of  Stage-playes  himfeife • n Which  biddeth  them, throw  no  Tear les  to  Swine . By 
p.iji.i  j i5i  s 3-  the  tellimony  of  learned  D°Ratvoldsy  who  affirmes;t/j4t 
9 crlcci  b7  the  bs ft  and  grave  ft  D/vines  in  the  Vntverfity  of  Oxford,  con-. 

Overthrow  of  ^emne^  St  age -pi  ayes  by  an  exprejfe  Statute  made  in  a full  Con - 
Stage-playes.  vocation  of  the  whole  V niverfity fin  the yesr  e of  our  Lord  i 5 84. 
pag.i  5 1 ,1 51*  whereby  the  ttfe  of  all  common  V lay  es  was  exprefly  prohibited  tn 
a Pejora  enim  the  Vmvtrfttj,left  the ^ yonger  fortfwho  acre  pro/re  rowitateall 
luvenes  facile  £-/w^  0j~ vicej  being  ffeclators  of  fo  many  lewde  gr  evil l [ports  04 

u ‘ntsmcarhy-  m t^em  ar€  Pra^ift^Aofi^  be  corrupted  by  them : anfwerable 
cjles.  nft.i.fol-  to  which  the  Tniverfity  of  Cambridge^  I have  beene  cre‘- 
36,Parcbit  dibly  informed)  ena&ea  a pubiike  Statute  ; tha*  0 com- 
pravi  docilis  mon  Aftors  jhould  be  ftffrsd  to  play  within  the  PretinUs  of  the 
Roman. ij  liven-  pniverfities  lurifdiftton,  for  feare  they  ft:ou\d  deprave  the 
Sc  hollers  manners . Which  Statutes  though  porchancc 
loiiride  era-  they  are  not  alwayes  fo  ftricdly  o'bferved  as  they  ought,  1 
hunt  juvenilia  yet  they  are  oft-times  put  in  execution,  by  fuch  Vice- 
pe (flora  peftena  chancelers,  and  Procdors  as  are  mod  confcionably  vigi- 
Morciferam  fant  and  carefull  intheir  places.  AH' which  being  put 
nefronre mid"'t0oet^tr ? Sufficiently  difeovers  our Vniuerfities  judge- 
ManLFaft.  'tnent  of  common  Players  and  Atdors,  what  unfuffera- 
la.&  1*  Kai-  ble  miichiefes  and  corruptions  they  are.  If  any  here 
voids  SpiftUDe-  Objecd;  That  our  Vniverfities  approve  of  private 
Acawytohi sf  Stage-playes  atded  by  Schollcrsin  private  Coiiedges  : 
zsf-VR^tds  t^lerc^ore  thefe.Playes  are  not  fo  intolerably  evill  in  their 
Overthrow  of  0f^llj0ns*  IfiQfwer;  r that  our  Vntverfit'ies  though  they  to- 
Stage-pJayes.p,  ler ate  and  connive  at,  yet  they  give  no  publtke  approbation  to 
Ksi.iyt,  iiy  theft  private  Enter  ludes,  winch  are  not  generally  received 

into 
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into  all  Colkdges>  but  onely  pra&ifed  in  fome  private 
houfes,  (perchance  once  in  three  or  foure  yeeres ; ) and 
that  by  the  particular  Statutes  of  thofe  houfes  made  in 
times  pfPopery,  which  require  fome  Latitte  Comedies, 
for  learning-fake  onely,  to  bee  a fted  now  and  then: 

Which  Playes,  as  they  are  compofed  cfor  the  moftpart  O.GJiisRefo- 
by  idle  bratnes,  wkoaffett  not  better  ft  tidies ; and  aftedfas  LG.)  ^olo^f  6 
tn formes  us,  by  Gentle -bloods,  and  hfty  Swaft^bnckjerf,  who  AAors^pUTz 
t prefer  re  an  omce  of  vaine-glory y oftentaihn  and  ft  ratting  yvhofe  words  i 
on  the  St  age y before  a pound  of  learning  ? e or  by  fitch  who  are  here  recite, 
fent  to  the  Vmverfity,  not  fo  much  to  obtains  knowledge,  as  to  c .uaUt 

keepethem  from  the  common  ryot  of  Gentlemen  in  thefe  dayes  ; ce'^% 

like  l+fle  Children  whom  their  'Parents  fend  to  Schoole , ffe  and  Ki's  Puo 
rather  to  kfeve  them  from  under  feet  in  the  ftreetsy  which  care-  VqdU 
fall  Mothers  greatly  fears  : their  ffeftaton  for  the  mo  ft  part  1 Q>*  * • 
being  fetch  as  both  l Poets  and  ^ Stars  are ; even  fuch  as  reckon  \p-"P^olds 
Me  more  qf  thetr  ftudtes , then  hf  end-all  Gentlemen  of  thetr  caft-  °* 

furies:  * So  the  graver , better  ,and more  ftudtomfort  ( efpecially  x j fj 
Divines,  who  by  futidrf*  (fanned*  are  prohibited  from  aiding  or  1 54.  See  Lang- 
beholding  any  publtke  or  private  Stage -playes , and  therefore  hctrmtts^Dc 
dare  uot  to  a approach  them)  condetnne  them , cen fare  them,  7^°ne~ 

come  not  at  themy  (efpecialiy  when  they  tranfgi  effe  the  ftoorum.lTc. 
rules  of  modefty  and  decency  as  ought  times  they  doe:)  2U%1,  accor- 
Neither  are  thefe  Playes  fo'frequent  now  as  they  have  finely, 
beenein  former  times,  by  region  of  thofe  mifehiefes,  * See  l^^FS* 
I*  thofe  expences  of  time  and  many  which  they  cccaftox,  and  ^ Scene  ^ 
that  affinity  they  have  with  common  Stage-playes,  thorowo^tT 
which  all  ages,  ail  Chriftian,  all  prophane  Authors  of  * D.  Remolds 
note,  and  thefe  our  Vniveriities  have  folemnely  con-  Overthrew  of 
demned.  Defcend  we  from  our  Vniveriities  to  our  StaSe playes, 
Magiftrates.  The  tJdlagiftrates  of  the  fifty  of  London,  as  y 
jr  M.  lohn  Field  records,  obt fined  from  ffueene  Elizabeth,  tion  of  Gods 
of  famous  memory , about  theycere  1 580.  that  all  Heatke-  Iudgementat 
mfh  Playes  ard  Enterludes  fhould  be  banifred  upon  Sabbath  Paris  Garden, 

dares  ? and  not  long  after  z many  godly  Citti&cns,  and  * Richard  Raw- 
' lidge , m his 

Monger  lately  found  our  and  difcovered,or  the  Scourging  of  Tiplcrs.London  1628, 
Pag*  *«  />  4'  wacre  this  is  Verbatim  related. 
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wcl-dtfjpofed  Gentlemen  of  London , confidering  that  FUy 
*5ee  M.  George  boufes  and  a Dicing- boufes%  were  traps  for  yong  Gentlemen 
anA othen>  and  perceiving  the  many  me onvemenc e syand  great 
M igiftratos  of  damage  that  would  enfue  upon  the  long  (ufrirg  of  the fame , not 
Citties  t io-  onely  to  particular  perf*nsybut  to  the  whole  Cftty ; and  that  n 
?;pwout,  to  this  would  alfo  be  agreatdifparagement  unto  the  Governours3  and 
pi*r(-ofc,  a dtpioHcur  to  the  government  of  this  honour  able  Cittj , if  they 
fhould  any  longer  continue  ; acquainted  fome pious  Magifiratet 
therewith,  de firing  them  Co  take  fome  (peedy  courfe  for  the  fup- 
prejfion  of  common  Play-houfes  and  D icing- houfes  within  the 
Ctttj  of  London  and  Liberties  thereof  who  thereupon  made 
*Neqjenim  humble  fuste  to  Queene  Elizabeth  and  her  Trivy  Ceunce/l9 
cenfebant  lfti  and  obtained  leave  from  her  'JAiaiefty  to  thrufi  the  Players 
fselieem  eUe  out  of  the  Citty,  and  to  pull  downe  all  Play-houfes . and  Dicing- 
Fia-fcr*''C^m  houfes  within  their  Liberties  : which  accordingly  was e felled: 
niSus3ruemi-  andthe  Play-houfes  in  Grdctws-fireetyBi(hops-gate-fireetjbaf 
bus  moribus.  n\  h Pauls , that  on  Ludgate^hill,  and  the  White -Friers,  were 
£a  enim  mala  quite  put  downs  and  fupprefed  by  the  care  of  thefe  religiose*  Se- 
qu*  orj  untur  natoys.  And furelj  (writes  my  Author)  had  all  their  Sue - 
vknbbus  celFors  their  worthy  fiepsy  finne  would  not  at  toil  day 

fora  hint  hofti-  ^ave  ^eeHe  fopowerfull and  raignmg  as  tt  is.  This  memora- 
bus,  ^ugujl.  De  ble  A&  of  fupprefling  Play-houfes  by  our  London  Mo- 
Chit  Dei J:b. giflrates , by  Authority  from  our  vemious  Queens  Eliza- 
v*  * c beths  and  her  mofl  Sage  Prtzty  C otw fell } as  intolerable  gric- 
ihe  Statuses  of  vances  and  annoyances  to  ourchiefe  Chriftian  Metro* 
j4.Eliz.c45.&  polis, is  an  infallible  argument,  that  they  * all  reputed 
39,Eliz4cap.4-«  them,unfuiFerable  corruptions  in  a Chriftian  State.Now 
5c^i.iac4c3p.7*  as  thefe  pious  Magiftrates  demolished  Play-houfes,  and 
-or^Hh,  thruf]-  0uC  an  players,  from  within  their  Liberties,. 
Q&  itlcob  c 7*  which  now  have  taken  fanduary  in  fome  priviledged 
give  them  *.o  * places*without  their  Iurifdidion;fo  divers  fage  and  pi- 
suthoricy  at  all  oils  Iuftiees  of  Peace,  and  Magilfratesinfundry  Citries 
to  liccnfe  M\yr  and  Counties  of  onr  Reaime,  have  from  time  to  time* 
and  this  then-  pUniphed  ail  wandring  Stage-players  b a*  Kogues , not- 
ify Cthc  exp  °effe  withftanding  the  Mafier  of  the  Revels , or  e'her  mens  allow - 
words  of  i . la-  anceywho  have  no  c legaB  authority  to  hcenfe  vagrant  P layers  : 
^i.eap,  7*  and. in  cafes  where  they  have  had  Commiflions  to  adi 
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they  have  oft  denyed  them  liberty  fo  to  doe,  within  then  Iurif- 
dtlltons , left  then  Ufctvious,  prophage,  and  filthy  Vlayesfiould 
corrupt  the  people , and  draw  them  on  to  vice ...  All  w hich  fuf- 
nciently  demonftrates  what  ,our  Magiftrates  thinke  of 
Players  and  Stage-play es,  which  our  whole  State  and 
Kingdome  have  condemned,  as  I fhali  now  make  evi* 
dent,  by.foine  Ads  of  Parliament.  In  d4«  of  Henry  the  * 4.  Henry  4* 
IV.  cap.  i j<>  Ifindethis  Ad  of  Parliament  made.  Item , cap.27. 
to  efchew  many  difeafes  and^mifchkfes,  which  hath  hapned  be- 
\ fore  this  time  in  the  Land  of  Wales  [by  many  Wafiers , R imours , 

S Minflrels , and  other  Vacabonds ; It  is  ordained  and  fl abltfhed, 
that  no  Mafler  rtmour , Minftrill  nor  Vacabond  be  in  any 
wife  fuflained  in  the  Land  of  Wales  to  make  commoithes  nor 
gathering  upon  the  people  there • Loe  here  an  ancient  Sta- 
tute banifhing.  all  P layers,  Rim  ours,  and  Mm  fir  els  oat  of 
1 Wales , as  the  Authors  of  many  commotions,  diforders, 
and  miichiefes,  € I»  Henry  S.cap.y,  there  was  this  * Henry  8, 
Law  enaded  againft  Mummers.  Tor  at  much  as  lately 
. within  this  Realmcy  dsvers  per  fans  have  dtfguifed  and  apparel- 
led themfslves , and  covered  their  faces  with  Vi  fours  or  other 
thwgs , in  fuch  manner,  as  they  fhould  not  he  knownes  and  di- 
vers of  them  in  a company  together  , naming t hem [elves  Mum- 
mer s^have  come  to  the  dwelling  place  of  divers  men  of  honour  * 
and  fubftantiafl  per fans  , and fo  departed  unknowns ; whereupon 
mart  her  3, felony,  rape,  and  other  great  hurts  and  inconveni- 
ences have  afore-time growne , And  hereafter  he  l.kje  to  come  by 
the  colour  thereof , if  the  [aid  diforder  [hould  contuae  not  refor- 
med. Wherefore  be  it  enabled  by  the  King  cur  Soveratgne 
Lord,  tfrc.that  if  any  per fons  here aftcrdtfguifc  or  apparell  them 
with  Vt fours  or  othsrw'tfe  upon  their  faces,  and  fo  dtfguifed  or 
apparelled  as  tjMammsrs  or  perfins  unknowns,  by  reafonof 
thar  apparell,  affociate  or  accompany  them  together  or  apart, 
and  attempt  to  enter  into  the  houfe  of  any  perfon  or  perfons,  or 
a fault  or  affrayes  make  upon  any  perfon  or  per  Ions  in  the  Kingi 
high-way,  or  any  other  place  in  forme  afore  difguifed , that  then 
th^  faid  Mummers,  cr  difguifed  perfons,  and  every  of  them, 
fhall  be  arrefted by  any  of  the  Kings  leige  people  as 
Rrr  3 


fuffeMs  or 
Vacabond^ 
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Facabonds,  and  be  committed  to  the  Kings  Gaole,  there  to  be 
tmpri [oned  by  the J face  of  5 . monctbes  without  bajle  or  main - 
prifei  and  then  to  make  fine  to  the  King  bj  the  difcretion  of  the 
Inflicts  fiy  whom  they  flail  be  delivered  out  of prtfin.  And  al- 
fo  it  is  ordained  and  ena&ed  by  the  fl'td  Authority,  that  if  any 
ferfon  or  perfons  fell  or  k^epe  any  V fours  or  Vtfottr  in  bis  houfe, 
or  in  any  other  place  within  this  Realme  after  thefeafl  of  Safer 
next  comming,  and  after  this  ^El  proclaimed , that  the  f did 
per  fin  ( that  keopeth  the  [aid  Ft  four  or  Ft fours ) [hall  forfeit  to 
the  King  our  Soveraigne  Lord  for  every  Fifour  22. s.  And 
further  flail fuffer  tmprrfinme*it,a*d  mike  fine  after  the  dtfi 
cretton  of  the  tuflieos  afire  whom  he  is  thereof  ccnvtlled  by 
examination  or  by  ineyntfitton.  after  the  courfe  of  the  Common - 


* Vna  omnium  Vpon  the  confi deration  of  which  Statute,  {¥olydor  , 

repionum  A«_  7Jir/rt/ urritirur  rtf'  a.tt*~T>hviPi  and  t t romrAc  • « 


vmere;  quando  to  put  on  a Vtfottr  or  Players  habit;  W hich  Statute,  as  may 
apud  Anglos,  be  colle&ed  from  P olydor,  (who  § wrote  about  Jome  1 0. 
ahjs  iSentio  7egres  after*( ) extends  as  well  to  Players  as  Murnmos. 
reflex  cftHyt"  ln  h 2*^  3*  of 'Philip  and  Mary,  cap.?,  intituled  j An  A El 
c apt  tale  fit,  fi  to  avoyd  divers  Itcenfss  vfhoufes  wherein  unUwfuU  games  be 
3U*S  perfonas  fifed ; upon  the  humble  Petition  of  the  Commons  to  the  Queen  e ;| 


Spiftle  Dedi  VHr  • viz.x>y  1 e.»r,iorjara  z.o.vi  1.  sienry  ^cap.^. 

catory.  I J •Edward  4.  cap.  3 . 1 1 * Henry  7.  cap.  2.  1 9.  Henry  7 . cap . 

51 2*  & 3.  Philip  1 2>&  3 3 •Henry  8.  cap.p*  where  Dice-play  is  ft  tied  an  iiru 
Marytc.zp.  lawfully  unprofitable,  ungracious,  ana  incommendable  game, 
whereby  divers  are  utterly  undone  and  impeverifled  o f their 
gild?)  find  by  me  fines  whereof  dsvers  and  many  must  hers,  rob - 

berieSf 
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ber/es,  and  other  hainow  felomes  were  oftentimes  committed  in 
divers  parts  of  the  Realise*  See  I J.  Ed  w*  4.0. 3 .and  thereupon 
tt  is  feverely  condemned  under  great  muled s andpumfements  • 
the  thce-p  layers  being  to  forfeit  ten  pound  a peec«,andto  fufer 
tmyeeres  imprifonment,  and  fetch  of  keep  e any  Vicing-houfes 
to  forfett  twenty  pound  a peece,aud  to  fuff er  2,. jeers  s impri- 
fonment , ) for  white  and  blacke,  making  and  marring, 

and  other  unlawful  games  prohibited  by  the  Lames  and  Sta- 
tures of  this  %edme,  dsvers  and  many  unlawful!  affemblies, 
conventicles,  fedttions  and  confpiractes  had  beene  daily  and (e- 
cretly  pratttfed  by  idle  and  mijruly  perfens  repairing  to  fuch 
places , of  the  which  robberies  and  divers  mifdemeanours  had 
enfeted ; that  for  remedy  thereof  ,all  Licences, placards  cr grants 
made  to  any  pe> fen  or  perfonsfor  the  keeping  of  any  Bowling- 
allies,  ‘Dicing- hen  fes,  or  other  uni awj till  games  (in  the  which 
number  Stage-playes  were  included)  [hould  be  utterly 
voyd,and  of  none  effett • By  the  x Statutes  of  3 4.  & 3 j . Henry  * 34.  St  jf. 
%.cap'i,of  i.& 3.  Edward  6.  cap*  1.  i,Eliz,.cap  2.  andof^lny^-cap.r^ 
3 . Jacobi. cap,  2i»we  have  feverail  mulcts  and  penalties  in- 
fitted  upon  fuch,  who  fhould  recite  or  interpret  Scripture , or  5.  ill 

revile  the  Sacrament  or  Bookeof  Common  Prayer,  or  any  part  cobi.cap.  zi, 
thereof ; or  iefhngly  andprophanely  fyeake  or  ufe  the  Name  of 
Cod  the  Father,  or  of  Chnft  lefut,  or  of  the  holy  Ghofe,  or  of 
the  Trinity  jn  any  Enter  hides,  Stage-playes,  Rymes  or  Page- 
ants. And  left  any  one  fhould  hence  inferre,  that  thefe 
Statutes  (which  are  principally  intended  in  private 
Playes  and  Enterludes,  fince  they  condetnne  and  fup- 
prefle  all  publike,)  feeme  to  allow  of  popular  Stage- 
playes,  bccaufe  they  fupprefle  not  Playes  thei-nfelves, 
butonefy  thefe  their  abufes  ; the  1 Statutes  of  14.  £//*.  * i4<£I j*,C|  * 
cap, 5.  ‘$<y.Eliz,.cap.q>iJacobi.cap  '].&  1. Carols, cap.  1 doe  59  E lii.  cap.4' 
t jin  exprefle  words.  Condemned  Stage  playes,  and  common 
lj interludes,  as  unlawful!  exercifes  and  paftimes ; occafisning  l'  aroll,c  l* 
lynany great  inconveniences,  quarrels,  blood- feeds,  and  dtf or- 
ders, to  Cjeds  dtfhoMour,  and  the  publtke  preiudfee .»  For  the 
better  fuppreflion  of  which,  the  1 Statutes  efi^.Eltz.  1 
cap. 5.  & iQ.EltZ"  cap,  4 have  branded , have  adtudged  all  & 

common 
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common  T layers  of  Enter  hides , all  idle  per [tins  ufrng  any  um 
law full  games >all  Players  and  wandring  Minfrrels,(or  Rogue it 
for  Vacabonds  and  Sturdy  Beggers ; (ubieitir.g  them  to  (neb 
p*tnes  andpum[hments  as  other  wattdrtng  Rogues  andVaca- 
bonds  are  to  under goe  ; unlcjfr  they  /hon'd  belong  to  feme  Faron 
or  other  honourable  per/on  of  greater  degree , and  be  authorized 
by  them  to  play  under  thetr  hand  and  Seale  of  Armes  : which 
itcenfe  of  theirs  exempted  them  onely  from  the  pu- 
nishment, net  from  the  infamy , or  fiile  of  Rogues  andy*ca- 
bonds : which  Statutes,  not  fo  tfredually  iuppre  fling 
thefe  Piayes  and  Ewterludes  as  was  expeded,  by  rea- 
son ofthe  liberty  that  Barons  and  other  Noblemen  had 
to  licenfc  Players  of  Enterludes  belonging  to  them  to 
Iacobi.c-p,  ad  their  Mayes,  the  m Statute  of  i Jacobs,  c, 7.  to  remedy 
this  miCchiefe,hatb  declared  and  enabled : that  from  thence- 
forth no  •authority  given  or  to  be  given  or  made  by  any  Baron  of 
this  Realme,  or  any  other  honourable  Ferfonage  of  greater  de- 
gree unto  any  Enterlude  Players,  t^MinflreU,  I uglers,  Bear- 
ward,  or  any  other  idle  perfon  cr  pt  rfons  what  fever,  ufrng  any 
a They  unlawful! games  or  ‘Playes,  to  play  or  act.  Jfauld  be  avatlable 
^ho™°  to  free  or  dtfeharge  the  fatd  per  forts  or  any  of  them,  from  the 
Coricftion  i paiues  andpuntfhments  of  Rogues%  of  Vacxbonds  and  Sturdy - 
iaiprifoned/ct  beggers  in  the  fatd  Statutes  (viz.i4.Eliz.cap.  5.  & 3<?.Eiiz. 
in  Stockesand  cap.  4.^  mentioned ; but  that  they  {hall  be  taken  within  the 
°$cnct  andpttnijbmeuts  of  the  fame  Statutes,  and  of  this  Std- 
perilil  mPlay-  tme  ef 1 * baeobi.  caff  7;  So  that  now  at  this  day,  by  thefe 
ing  after  thefe  fcverall  Ads  of  Parliament  yet  in  force,  (refoived  and 
corrections  j concluded  upon  after  long  mature  deliberation  by  our 
they  may  bee  whole  State  and  Kingdomc,)  all  common  Srage-playes, 
hot^nrnin  I*1  *Te  fudged  to  be  unlawful!  and  per  me  tone  Sx;rcifc!t 

rnn  of^hT^  mt  fhfferable  in  our  State : and  *8  common  St  age-players f by 
bredth  of  an  ^hom fever  lie  en fed  ; tjo  be  but  Vacabonds,  Rogues , and 

Engliih  (hil-  Sturdy-beggtrs ; who  ought  to  fujfer  nfuch pained  ami punift- 

ling,  with  a 

great  Roman  R.  in  the  left  ihoulder,which  letter  fhall  there  remaine  as  a perpemall 
nurkc  of  & Rogue,&c,  as  thefe  feverall  Statutes  more  largely  (hew : and  if  this  will 
not  reforme  them  j they  may  be  bam&ed,and  after  that  it  they  muroe  agaiae  and 
peril  ft  incorrigible  3bc  execute  as  Felons, 


meits 
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f9t  »tr%»  every  degree  ,as  are  appointed  to  be  infitftcd  upn  aH 
other  Vacabonds,  Rogues,  and  Stmdy-beggers,  by  the  fore- 
named  Statute*.  So  that  all  Magiftrates  may  now  jultiy 
puniih  them  as  Rogues  and  Vacabonds,  where-ever 
theygoe,  (yea  they  ought  both  in  law  and  confidence 
forte  doe  it,  fince  thefe  feverall  Statutes  thus  inforcc 
them  to  it)  notwithftanding  any  Licenfe  which  they 
can  procure,  fince  the  exprefle  words  of  the  Statute  of 
I.  Jacobi,  cap.  7.  hath  made  all  Licenfes  unavailable  to  free 
them  from  fuch  pumjhmertts.  It  is  moft  apparantly  evident 
then  by  all  thefe  premifes ; that  not  onely  Eagan  Wri- 
ters, Empercurs, States, and  Magiftrates ; together  with 
the  Primitive  Chi  iftians,  Fathers,  and  Chriftian  Wri- 
ters of  Forraigne  parts ; but  even  our  owne  domeftique 
Writers,  Preachers,  Vniverfities,  Magiftrates,  and  our 
whole  State  it  felfe  in  open  Parliament,  both  in  ancient, 
moderne,and  prefent  times,  have  abandoned,  centered, 
condemned  Stage-playes  and  common  A&ors,  as  the 
• very  pefts , the  corruptions  of  mens  mindes  and  manners ; the 
Seminaries  of  all  vice,  all  lewdnejfe,  w'tckedntjfc,  and  dtforder : 
and  intolerable  mifehtefes  in  any  civ  til  or  well-dtfciplmed  Com- 
mon-wcate : therefore  my  Minors  truth  is  paft  all  doubt, 
we  cannot  but  readily  lubferibe  unto  it ; and  fo  by  con- 
fequence  to  the  conciufioa  too,  without  any  more  di- 
fpute.  How  then  can  we  tolerate,  or  connive  at, much 
lefle  applaude,  frequent,  or  iuftifie  thefe  pernicious  de- 
praving Enterludes,  which  we  have  all  thus  condem- 
ned as  intolerable  evils  ? Our  owne  Writers, Preachers, 
Vniverfities,  Magiftrates  ; yea,  our  whole  Rcalme  and 
State  in  Parliament  (to  whole  P tAtls  ire  allure  parties , 
at  out  Law-bookes  teach  ns ) have  thin  pubiik ely  branded, 
cenfured  them,  as  extreamely  iviil,  how  can,  how 
dare  wc  then  foment  them,  pleadcfor  them,  or  refort 
unto  them,  as  exceeding  good  ? Let  us,  O let  us  not  be 
worfer  then  thefe  Heathen,  nor  wifer  then  theft  ( hri- 
ftian  fore- recited  forraigne.  and  domeftique  Authors* 


Fathers,  Minifters,  Magiftrates,  Princes,  Emperours, 
S ff  States 


a SpcftacuU 
quoniammaxt* 
ma  funt  irrira— 
menta  vitio- 
rum,&  ad  cor- 
rumpendos  a<* 
nimos  poten- 
tiftime  valent* 
toilenda  funt 
nobis,&c.  l&- 
clmtm  DeFen 
CuUu. cap.  10. 

P Chefcitn  he* 
me  eft  par  tic 
al  Ad  de 
Parliament, 
$9.  Edward  $© 
7«Br.  Paiiia- 

ry  7.  lo.b.  xr. 
Henry  7,1  b. 

3,  Edward  4. 
x a.  zz.Edw.4* 
4?.  Ployvd on. 
f.fp.a.  & 39S* 
b,  cum  plan*- 
bws  aliis. 
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Kingdoraes,  who  have  thus  abandoned, fup- 
lyes  and  Players  for  the  forenamed  mifchiefes 


States  and 

preffed  Playes  and  Players  tuw  luituamea  mncmeres 
which  they  did  occaftombut  as  we  cannot  but  approve, 
applaud  their  cenfurc  in  our  judgemets,  fo  let  us  fubniit 
unto  them  in  our  pradife ; renouncing*  abominating  all 
r filthy  Stage* playes  from  henceforth  and  for  ever,  as  the 

very  poyfon,the  corruption  of  our  mindes  and  manners, 
which  they  will  Rrangely  vitiate, as  all  thefe  conclude, 
and  the  examples  both  of  the  ancient  Greekes  ana  Ro- 
manes witneffe-  And  no  wonder  is  it,  that  Stage-play e$ 
^ Pe  art  mve  ^10L1^  thus  deprave  the  Adors,  the  Spectators  mindes 

aes^facilc  prse»  anc*  manners •, h i (penally  thofi  of  the  jonger  fort, who  in  regard 
cepta  audiunr.  both  of  their  tender  yecresjhetr  want  of tudgemet,of  experience*, 
Seneca.  Tbyeftes.  the  ftrength,  the  vigor  of  their  lufls,  and  their  natural!,  inch- 
M i'foU.$6.a  nation  unit  evtil,  are  more  eafily  corrupted.  For  if  levitt 

Citoflorespe-  mT(fo  corrupt  coed  manners,  as  the  Apoftle  teacheth : 
nuntjcito  vio-  . - r 6 r , , • „ ~ r ^ ) 

las  & jilium  & t“ere  1S  plenty  °»  thele  in  all  our  Stage-playes,  * which 

crocu  peftilens  ure  little  hitter  then  me  ere  bawdery  a:?d  feurrilitj  I f fin  full y 
aura  corrupit.  lewde  companions:  if  the  fociety  of  Adulterers,  Adulte- 
Kkwi.Epift:7*  reffes,  Whore-matters,  Whores,  Ruifians,  Panders, 
f.  timber  bis  Bawc[es>  or  fucf,  like  leprous  creatures,  can  deprave 
cut  ode  rem  men,  k as  all  prof  eft  they  will; 1 what  others  fhall  we  msete  at 

?o3Caudet  e-  Theaters , but  fuch  lewde  filthy  per  fins'?  If  pefitlent,  wicked^ 

quis3canibuf-  vitioiu  rn  places  will  inf eB  mens  mindes  or  manners;  What 
que,  & aprici  place  fo  dangerous,  fo  leprous,  fo  contagious,  as  the 
gramme  cam-  play_hollfe  ? which  the  Fathers  Rile,  n aThaire  of  Pe- 
yitium ftefti,  faience.  Ij  adnlterom,  laJciViOU. i Spectacles  are  apt  to  pojfony 
monk  ori  bus  to  contaminate  the  eyes,  thefoules ^ the  ltvesy  the  manners  of  the 
afp  er$  Vtilmm 

tardus  provifor,prodigu$  aens:Sublimis,cupidufq;,&  amata  reliricuere  per  nix  Horace 
3p«  ArtePo&t  p. 301.  i 1 Cor.!  f.  $ 3. Scabie  animus  kborat,  plenufqj  eft  maiorum  fuc- 
coru  ex  pravis  colloquijs.  Jufiin  {Martyred  Icnaw & Seyenum  Epifiola  Verb?  enim  ad 
©peraviam  prxbzm.TheofbylaTl  & Cbryfofiomin  Ephef.  5.334.  * See  Aft  ?.  Scene  1. 
accordingly.  See  Aft  4-Sccne  1 ^.accordingly. 1 Atq;  hovii  vitiorum  fpeftatores  fe- 
dent  homines  impij  atyymah.y(a%iaii'S€nadSelucbietn.p'io6$.B,$chere  Aft  4.Scenei. 
3.accord:ng!y.  “ Loca  non  contaminant  per  fe/ed  quje  in  locis  hunt,  a quibus  Icca 


ipfa  co  ataminari  altercati  famws. Tertul.Vc  Spcftac,  lib.cap  8 r*  Theatrum  Pcftilentia: 
Cathedra.  Ckmtns  jlaaid  Padagogijifa.}.  cap.  1 1 . Cbryfcjl.HOM.S,  7)c  Vamtenia  Tom. 
§4.  7 5 C.  V.  See  here*  pag,  6 7,68. 
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Spectators, 0 06  they  are : what  Shew es , what  Spedacies  c lob  $ * .r ,r 
fo  le wde,  fo  obfcene,  as  thofe  that  are  daily  reprefented  ^ 2 3 3 J ♦ 

j onthe  Stage?  If  any,  if  every  of  thefe  will  feveraily  jVsienc** 
corrupt  men, in  company,  in  places  where  there  is  little  a&  I'sane  $♦ 
danger,  as  too  oft  they  doe  ; much  more  will  theyde-  4.  accordingly* 
pravemen  P when  they  ore  all  combined,  as  they  are  in  j\Et  Ifnonpro® 
Stage-play  es ; ^ where  aH  the  fever  all  fcattered  corruptions  knt  fingvla, 
that  ulually  adulterate  mens  mindes  and  manners  of  i^abcnt fee* 
themfelves  alone,  unite  their  forces ; their  contagions  lerumqiucqui<f 
into  one.  But  what  need  I prefle  any  further  reafons  to  poiTedirnus 
prove  thiscurfed  effed  of  Stage-playes,when  asour  own  ?mncs.claudm 
(r  vifible  experience  abundantly  confirmes  it?  For  alas, 

; whence  is  all  that  prodigious  defperate  difToluteneffe,  here^p^r 
prophanefTe,  wickednefle,  drunkennefie,  impudence,  c9% according 
jlewdneffe,  anddiforder;  that  grofle  uncleandTe,  that  fv* 
exorbitant  obliquity,  that  ftupendious  degeneracy  in 
life, apparel, fpeech,gefture,*&4#re,complementstand  the  * See  my 
intire  man?  W hence  all  thofe  feverall  armies  of  corrup-  lo^imefte 
tions,  of  vices,  which  infedour  Nation?  Whence  all 
thofe  feverall  bealHy,diaboiicalI,  audacious,  crying,  da-  *€nc 
ring  finnes  of  our  rfem*hz,cd  gotifh  males,  or  f mamtfh  eNtmce£gio~ 

* female ;,who  out-ftare  the  very  Lawes  of God,of  Man, of  & qui 

Nature,  and  fend  up  daily  challenges  for  vengeance  to  PatFant> 
theGod  of  Heaven  ,*  W hence  all  thofe  common  Adul- 
terers,  Adulterefles,Whore-mafters,Whores3Bawdes,  nati  corpora 
Panders,  Ruffians, Rorers,S wearers, Duellers, Cheaters,  junta  atq$am- 
Falhion-mongers,  Fantaftiques,  Libertines,  Scoffers,  mo> ne fcimil- 

t haters  of  God , of  grace,  of  holineife ; w Dtfbtfers  and  flan-  <luidetl1 

7 5 & 5 * ir  7 s retincnt  gene- 

ris mafculini,  protinus  pledentes  cinormos  ornantefque , & ceruffa  fucoqtis 
oblinentes  faciem  piagentefque,  unguentis  quoq;  fragr  ntes  exquifitiflimis,  Nasi 
&hacmunturiUecebra,exercicati  omnibus  fora  a:  lenocinijs?  nec  pudeteos  marem 
data  opera  miifare  in  faeminam.  H.s  par:endum  non  eft,  fi  audimus  legem,  qus  yu~ 
bet  androginum  & fexum  fu«m  adulterantem  irr.pune  ocadi  die  ipfa  ac  hcra  qu* 
depr3ehendicur,cum fit  probrofusypatriseqi  fux  & family  dedecus,  rtque  adeoto® 
tins  humanae  generis.  TbiloludautyDe  .ytrialihe*  L-gibu* . fog.  1 059  1060  c Queim 
prsftarepoteft muher  galeata (detonfi)  pudorem  Quje  fugicd  ftxu>  vires  amat? 
'nsc  tamcn  ipfa  vir  nollet  fieri : nanr.  quanri’la  noftra  voluptas,  ? luvcnd  Satyr. 
fo.  fi.  See  * Rom.1.30.  x Xim.3.^ 
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dtrer s of  allreltgtom  men ; the  Enemies  of  all  modefty  and 
common  civility;  with  fuch  other  la wlefTe,  godleffe 
*Thaj  Polycar-  perions,  who  now  fwarme  fo  thicke  of  late  in  the 
futCrjd  to  Mar-  ltreets  ofour  Metropolis  ; piofelTingthcmfelves  opc»? 
am  the  Here-  Jy  to  be  the  very  %firjl-b&rne  of  Satan,  the  very  faflors, 
te^rmfo^nfr  atlc*  hc*res  apparant  of Hell;  in  that  y they  proctame  thetr 
fiMne  M S°&om  *n  tk*  °Pe* viav  °f  *****  without  the  (malm 
m Ecdcf.  Hijl,  left  blufh,  and  g^ory  in  thofe  infernall  filthy  pradifes 
cap.  j 4.  which  fhould  even  z melt  their foules  with  forrow,  and 
IrcnxusCou-  * confound  thetr  Faces  w:-ih  ihc  deem  ft  (hame;  b Are  not  they 
tra  Hr  refers.  ^//  drigt*d!j  fftm  ^Ujes  ? From  Play-bottfcs l have  they  not 
?XfaCy  all  their  birth,  their  growth,  their  aliment,  their  com- 

a PHI  1 19,18.  plementrtheir  intention,  their  fupport  from  thefe?  Are 
Nah»rm.  i.Lo4  not  thefe  the  Nurferies,  the  Fountaines  whence  they 

* Ifay  lpfl9‘ c*  spring  ? the  food  by  which  they  live,  they  grow,  and 
i j lei*1  , 44‘  multiply  ? the  me  a ties  by  which  they  roote  and  fpred 
51  .i^.Ezcch.0*  themfelves?  Certainely  he  is  ftarke  blindethar  cannot; 

he  moftperverfly  wilful!  that  will  not  fee  it;fo  apparant 
32.  Dan.  9. 7, 8.  is  it  to  the  eyes, the  confciences  of  all  men  who  pric  in- 

* lee  Chry"  to  the  caufes  of  thefe  grofie  diforders/  Since  therefore 

the  ^an3eroLIS  k'profie,  the  * pfltferetu  contagion  of  mind- 


38. in  Matrh. 
accprdingly. 
* See  Ati^uft, 


corr  tipt  mg,  manner-depraving  St  age-play  es  is  io  irrefraga- 
bly  confirmed  by  reafon,  by  experience, by  a!/  the  fore- 
De  Civir^Dei.  quoted  Authorities,b&th  Pagan  and  Chriftianiorraigne 
an<^  domeftique;  I may  fafelv,  I may  confidently  con- 
ca?  c^e  on  a*l  the  premifes,  (am PI  hope  ere  long,  to  fee  c our 
17,29.  Gracious  Sever  atgne, or  Church,  our  State , our  ‘Parliament, 

5 Ammum  no-  our  Conn  fell',  yea  all  our  rates . iJPf  infers.  People , 

ftrum,Patres  even  really  concnrrtn?  with  me  w this  rt  >ht  Chrulian  Afier- 

confcripti,Rei- 

pub,  curis  calentem,  pulfavit  fepius  querela ropulorum,orta  quidem  cx  caufs  le- 
tfibus,  fed  grave?  eruftavit  cxcefius  Deploratenim  pro  fpe&aculcrum  volupratead 
difaiminis  fe  ultima  pervenifle  : ut  legum  ratione  calt^ta?  defperate  perf  quererur 
Jnnoxios  fervilis  furor  armatus  : &quodiIlis  humanitas  noftn  letitix  caufi  prefti- 
titjin  triftitiam  audacia  nec  pledendaconvertit.  Quod  nos  dementias  nofh  je  folita 
provifione  comprimimus,  ne  paulatim  finendo  grayiorcm  vind:  at  cogarr  ur  offen- 
fam,Benigni  quippe  principis  eft, non  tarn  delieta  vel.e  punire  quam  tollere  : m.  aut 
acriter  vindicando  seftimetur  nimms,  at  leviter  agendo  putetu*  liiigroYidus.  Theo- 
ivricus  Rexeapud  CalEoiorum  Variarumt  lib.i. 

, r * - lion;) 
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tion ; ) That  Stage-pfayes  deprave  the  mindes,  adulte- 
rare  the  manners  both  of  their  A$ors  and  Spectators; 
and  that  therefore  they  are  altogether  unlawfull,  abo- 
minable unto  Chriftians ; d not  tolerable  in  any  Chriihan 
well-ordered  Common-vveale : Which  fhould  cauie 
us  all  in  general!,  each  of  ns  in  particular,  as  wee  cither 
tender  the  publike  or  our  owne  private  welfare,  for 
ever  to  abandon, fupprefle, renounce  all  Stage-piayes. 
c Grudehtas  ifta^petas  eft : This  cruelty  will  be  at  leaf! 
our  piety,  if  not  our  fafety,  in  theie  dangerous  wicked 
times,  that  cry  for  nought  but  wratlfand  vengeance, 
which  arc  likely  £ for  to  come  upon  wto  the  mtermoflfas 
they  dtd  o f old  upon  the  * Iewesy  the  Greekes  and  Romanes  y)for 
our  refort  to  Stage-piayes  and  our  other  finmsy  unleft'e  our 
fpeedyLrepentance,  & Gods  great  mercy  ward  them  off. 


jg|  — 


xtw 


a Semper  enim 
feeler  a dum 
non  refccan- 
tur,  incref- 
cuiu5&  in  aug- 
mentum  faci- 
norum  prolili* 
cur,  qaotics 
fecura  lmpuni- 
tatc  peccatur.  ” 
Cbryfuflom.  De 
^4b\Q  on  perfe- 
quente  Tatrem 
T>avid  Seme, 
Tom.  i,. 
e Hierom^  E- 
pift.4.cap.;. 
f i T hef.  4,  1 6, 
* See  Scene  i#9. 


A c T V S <J . ScenA  SeXTA. 

THe  fixt  pertiferous  effeft  of  Stage-piayes,  is  floth 
and  idlenelle  : * two  dangerous  enchanting  Syrens : • 

From  whence  this  32.  Argument  will  arife.  De^id Horace 

That  which  is  the  conftant  caufe,  the  common  fpring  sermoi  satyr4 
and  nurfery  of  much  floth  and  idlenefft/rnuft  needs  5« 
be  finflill  and  pernitious  unto  Chriftians,  intolera*  * Forpcnr 
ble  in  any  Common-weale.  See  1 . Edward 6 cav.i*  jngcma  defidi- 
%.bdr*-6.caf>.i-6.  ^.Edw.6.c.z>  and  all  our  Statutes  nec  inullius 
againft  R>i%uesand Facabonds, accordingly.  rei  ho^dl^ 

But  Stage  pxla.  es  are  the  conftant  occafionssrhe  com-  laUf,re  vig.h- 
mo:i  Ipi  ings  andnurferies  of  much  (loth  and  idle-  ^.Somnus 
rkfle , wicneffe  the  * prefent  condition  of  our  EnpUfh 

tnrpiorw^brum  reram  induftria,inuoSt  animos, Cantfmdi  ‘akiruiq;  cv  ^ 
a Uidianimceff  omi  1 >tos  tencm  5 & cipiUum  fran?ere.&  id  nnulieS'r^  > HI,  , , ■$ 

Uceextcnm  e,molUtie  orporis  certirecam  rer  inu,  St  immiind'iTi  " ft*  -• 

T^unditijs,aoftr 'ru  ido’cfcentnl  fpkimeneft.Qns^eqniUit  • • 

Latis  in^emofus3fatis  Jhidio£u$,immo  ams  fttii  vir  fitcw  e . ■> 

SfJ  3 * Tmk 


jor 


Hiftrio-Maflix. 


Part,  i 


fc  Oen,  3.19. 
Exod.20.9  p. 
z j.u.  Deuu-y, 
1 $.Pfal.iz8.i# 
Prov.  io.i^tc# 


Toutb,whofacl{- to  7 heatc  sy  whom  Seneca  bath  long 
face  dtfcjfhcred  in  the  Romanes, 

Therefore  they  mult  needs  be  (infull  and  pernitious 
unco  Chriftians,  intolerable  in  any  Cominon- 
weale. 

, ? c ' 1 2,7  The  Major  verily  mull  be  granted  tome:  Tirft,  be- 

Hcdcf.  io.'isi  caufc  floth  and  idlenefTe  are  fanes  againjlthe  Zexprefe 
Exech.16.4,9.  command  of  God.  Secondly,  btcaiite  k they  are  thsverj 
Vrov.n.if'  rnfi  and  canker  of  mens  mindes,  mens  p irtsy  mens  bodies y mens 
1 ^Mat  lo'-> t0  f0H^u  Thirdly, becaufe  'they  are  the  oceafton , the  fo un- 
1 TinT^r^  *****  °f  otber'fanes  j as  k adultery , whoredom*. , drunken - 

6 Molht  viros  otium  & rubiginem  obducit.Se?ttw  Controverfl.z.  Ccjrtr.i.p.io  $i.  Na- 
tnrae  bomtatem  focordiacorrumpit.Ptorcb  Lihcrorum  fnftit.p  g.Vicamocio  de- 
po(ita  non  corpora  modo  fed  & animos  labefacit ; ac  ut  aquae  latentcs  Tub  umbra  ac 
non  fluentesputrefeunt:  ica  in  vita  motuum  expertes  facultatcs  homiiubus  infica: 
confenefeunt  8tpzrcunt.Plutarcb  VeOcculte  Viucndo  Tem.i.p.  117.118.  Vt  enim  fercu 
ufu  acexercitatione  fplendefcit,diuturno  autem  fitufqualet  & rubigine  pauiatim  exe- 
ditur  atqj  conficitur : fimiliter  humana  mens  offieijs  viro  dignis  acuitur,  otio autem 
hebelcit,&  quad  fquaiore  obdudocomimpitur.Eft  enim  otium,  lentitudo  & inertia 
taciturn  quoddam  venenum  quo  pauiatim  omnes  virtutes  infedse  languefcunt,  lau- 
desintereunt,  & artesomnespraeclarae  in  oblivionem  adducunrur.  Oferiies  De  Re- 
gum no.  Addequod  ingenium  longo  rubigine  lsefum  Torper,  &eft 

multoquamfuitante  minus. Fertilis  afliduo  fi  non  renoveturaratro,  Nil  nifi  cum 
fpinisgramen  habebit  ager.  Cernis  tit  ignavumcorrumpunt  otia  corpus?  Vt  capianc 
vitium  nimoveantur  acpix}  OvidTriJlium.l'S  .Eleg-iz  p.11 i-& Dc Ponto.  l.i>Elcg,6.  jag, 
127.  i Otiumcontinet  omnium  flagitiorum  femiaariem.  Mentem  enim  hebetac* 
animum  corrumpitjhominisprae  rantiam  iabefadat,  ntionem  dc  ft  -tu  deijeit,  3c  li- 
bidinemin  animi  dominatu  conftituit.  Otio  & fecuritate  fran-utur  vires,  languefcic 
Anduftria,hebefdt  ingenium, vitiacrefcuntjfcelera  prerumpunt, animi  ftatus  opprinM- 
tar, flagitiorum  omnium  bellum  inexpiabile  concilatur.  Oforht •?,  Dc  R?gnm  Infiit.  fol. 
213.23 1.  Facmonitis  fugias  otiaprima  meis.Hxc,ut  ames  faJum:  haec,ut  fecerc 
tuentur.-hsecfuntiucundi  caufacibufqj  mail.  Otia  fi  tollas  periere  Cupidinis  arcus, 
Conteptxq;  jacent  & fine  luce  fac^s.Qaam  platanusnvo  gaudet,quam  populus  un- 
3a,  Et  quam  limofa  canna  paluftris  humo  Tam  Venus  otia  amat : qui  finem  quaeri* 


quasris 


amoriSjCedit  amor  rebus : res  age, tutus  eris. Languor  & immodici  iub  nullo  vindiot 
fcoiimi,  Aleaq^&multoternporaquaffamero,  Enpiant  omnes  arimo  fine  vulnere 
vires^Affluit  incautis  defidiofusamor.Defidiam  pueriile  fequi  folet;oditagentes,D*' 
vacu^e  menti, quo  teneatur, opus.  Qu.eritur  Aegiftus  quare  fit  fadus  adulter  5 In 
promptucaufaeft^defidiofus  erat.  OvidVc'Rjmcdio  Amorii.  lib.  1 p.21  $.216.  Eft  enim 
meretric. us  animus  inftabilis  fernpet  aefluduat  multumq;  ocio  diffluit,  unde  major 
exiftitad  voiaptates propenfio,  Cpdlm  Alcxttndrims m ticfauim.iib,  j.  cap.?-  Tm.  1. 
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ttejje,  theft , voluptMufoeffc , pride  in  apparell,  lafcivtoufnefje, 
vain  difrourfe,  And  a world  of  other  finnes  which  mnld  never  otia^f 

be  committed;  to  which  the  1 Devill  could  not  tempt  men,  pacjto 
were  they  imploded  in  their  lawfull  callings . Fourthly,  be-  operis  ut  km- 
caufe  the  m very  cur  ft  andwrath  of  God-tojetherwithn  penury , per  re  Diabo- 
vanity,mifery,  and  dcfiruttion  attend  thefe  finnes . Fiftly,  ltisinveniat  oc- 
) becaufe  thefe  finnes  ° are  moft  danger  cm,  mofl  pernitiom , fma* 

. freiudtctall  and  deflrutbtve  to  a State , of  all  others ; both  be-  piatur,  no  tam 
cauft  they  indifpofe  men  too,  and  keepe  them  off  from  propter  vidus 
their  honefi:  callings,  from  all  publike  imployments  and  neceflitatem, 
ifervices  for  the  publike  good:  becadfethey  occafion  4tumPr°Pte^ 
.dearth  and  poverty,  robbing  the  Common-wealth  fIm'T 
of  the  benefit  of  mens  indufiry,  and  painefull  labour  : Cap.  * * 
andiikewife  becaufe  they  are  the  Seminaries, Nurferies,  m £zech,i6. 
and  fe  well  of  all  other  vices  and  corruptions, that  either  49  > *°- 
weaken,  trouble,  dilbrder,  or  P [ubvert  a Repfiblike,  (as  n Prov‘i0*4’c» 
idlenefie  and  luxury  have  fubverted  many,)  as  all  Poiiti-  E^ief  i*o.°i  sf 
tiansdoe  aflirme  : who  cen fare  and  exclude  all  idle  per fons,  o See  Euphor- 
as  the  <\  very  faterpillsrs,  Drones,  and  (f anker -wor  met  of  the  mio  Satyricon, 
Gommon-w tales  wherein  the 7 live  • inacfting  fiindry  Lawes  p 308.309.3 10 
againllthem,as  the  lawes  of y Draco,  (who  made  idleneffs  ^?lonus,  f 
a capitah  crime:) together  with  the  lawes  onhtlzs£gyptf-  f0f,  I#i  < ,i0o 
arts,  of c Solon,  n ojSardoa,  and*  Psfiflratus  doe  abundant-  167,168^  21 

Ariftot.Poiit.l.^.c.^.p  fo8.509,Zenophon,De  Inftit.  Cyri  Hiftorb  p 50. Plutarch, 
?De  Occulte  Vivendodib.accordmgly.  p Otium  fimul  artes  beatas  & reges  per Jiclic. 
lb tiallui  p.z  j.Galli  ohm  in  belli s florueruat3mox  fcgnitin  cumotio  intrans  virtutem 
fcariter  ac  libertatem  amiferunt .CorfTacitMlvfy  AgricVitafeft.q.p.G 5 7,Nihil  eft  quod 
l atirius  poflet  rempublieam  evertere  qurm  nobilium  ignavia  Perfaram  impel  - um 
■jtrmis  p rtu  n longa  pax  ac  otium  delevit  Romanam  imperium  quo  nullum  unquam 
I’n  tetris  majus  irit,otirm  atq;  nimiafecuritas  everrit.Regnum  Hifpama?  fioren- 
fiflimum  c inm  011m  com  ninuit  & di  dipavit,  OformfDe  Kegum  In  flit  lib. 7 .c.K.p.  2,  ? 4. 
^48  4 N -gligens  * legnisquim  delicjs  vivit  fun's  ign  .vis  rrnxime  limilis  eft. 
wlato  Lcgam  'Vialcg.  10.  fap  9*6,  \pes  fucos  arcent  quod  neqj  ccras  faciunt  ncccellas 
l|xmidunt,necmelle  comp!  t,(ed  iprur»  mel  ap’.um  labore  & fedulitate  collegium 
Intemperanter  abfumunt  Ml  omnesddides  & ignavi,qui  tar  qua  fuci  nullsm  reipub. 
fcreram  n'vun  omnes  tanen  reipub.ores  I gurmnt,  e Tegni  fimbus  ebminandi  funt, 
[fori  tii  Vc  Regum  Inf!  it.  I 6 fol  167  168  r Oforiu^' j ftp.l"  fol  1^5.  f Oio- 
aus  Ibid.  1 Plutarchi  & ehogenis  jLa^xujpSoUn.p.43.  * A<ha4a  Varise  Hift,l<^c.i» 
JEU an.  hb.  9.  cap.  z 
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I)  w can''  r he  e fore  of  fuch  pernicious 

S ; mg  minis  a*  thtie,  which  have  brought 

?B*edi.l£a  d in  . avn  toiundry  great  Republikes,  as  they  f long 
$&>$  ••  jr  • £ aowne  fire  and  brtmftonefrom  Heaven  upon  Sodom ; 

nuift  needs  be  as  dangerous,  as  intolerable  as  thele  fins 
theinfelves  : and  fo  my  Major  (if  either  Divinity  or  Po- 
licy may  be  credited)  mult  be  intirely  ccndilccnded  to. 

For  the  Minor;  That  Stage-playes  arc  the  conftant 
occafions,  the  common  Seminaries  and  Nurferies  of 
much  lafinefle,  and  idlenefie ; (as  our  reverend  Arch- 
* LiuJis  mirai3  bilhop  * Matthew  Parker  wkneffeth,)  it  is  mod  appa% 

moUioreTani-  rant#  their  ordinary  Aftors  and  Frequenters ; 

mi  a rebus  ge~  * w^9  arc  commonly  fab  tdle  ‘Drones , as  live  either  altogether 
rendis  abdu-  without  any  honefi  calling ; their  whole  life'  being  but  an 
ountur  ne  juve*  Apprcntilhip  ofidiencffe^r  a continued  Piay;(a  s if  they 
«is  quidem  fe  were  borne  for  no  other  purpofe  * but  to  eatef  to  drinket 
to  ^ccPe>  to  play,  and  wafte  their  time :)  or  elfe  fuch 
ule  Ecclefie  ' who  are  altogether  negligent,  flothfull,  indiligent  in 
Eritumka.foU  their  callings : b fuch  who  make  Pauls  their  W eftmmfter ; 
44  V-  ^ a Plajkoufie,  an  ordinary  or  D anting- fchoole,  thetr  Study:  4 

Hoini7^°8°m  Tfa~^ooke their  Littleton , their  Bible : and  ovtering,  * 
Matdb.Clemfs  9701  t^e  cmrttn&  V/hore  orMifiru,i\\c  greateif  part  of 
Alcxandrmus.  their  profeffion ; as  too  too  many  doe  in  this  voluptu- 
Pxdag.  lib. 5 . ousage  : wherein  divers  of  cur  male,  more  ©f  our  female 
cap. n. Ter tul-  feX}  c repute  it  a blemtlh  to  their  honour,  a atfiaraoement  to 
an°De  ^^47  r^etr  gentility  to  be  bone  fly  tmployed  any  Uwfiull  vocation 
cubs.  Lbrt  that  might  either  benefit  themjelves  §v  others,  or  advance  the 

Gualther.  Ho.  publike  good.  Secondly,  by  the  veryenci  and  life  of 
u4in  Nahum.  Stage-playes,  to  which  men  feidomc  refort, but  to  pafle 
^ 2\C pthbrook',  away  their  idle  houres,  which  they  know  not  how  to 
fter Gsmbs>  mid  fpen^  *or  want  °f  other  impioyments.  Alas  lay  cur  idle 
the  third  Bhft  of  Retrair  from  Playes  and  The  iters,  accordingly.  * Nos  mime- 
yus  fumus,  & fruges  confumere  nati  Horace  Epifi.lib.i  Epifl  ^ pag  z 40.  b BB  Hatl» 
Epiib  Decad.  6 Bpift.  e BB.  Hall  Ibidem.  Tibipittira  raoventur:  Te  tenet 
in  cepido  mollis  arnica  (inu4  fit  (i  quis  qusrat,  qu.ire  pugnare  recuias  $ Pugnano- 
cet;  cithirae,  aoxque,  venufque  juvant.  Tutius  eft  jacuifle  toro,  tenuiffe  pueliamj 
Xheiciam  digitisincrepuiiTc  lyram.  Quam  manibus  dypeos  & aautJC  cufpidis  ha- 
firgaitam  preffa  fuftinuiSc  coma <Ovid.£pifi$-  pa&  xa. 


Drones 
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Drones  one  to  another,  (as  if  they  had  no  God  to  ferve, 
no  Bibles  to  read,  no  Sermons  to  hearc,  no  Churches, 
no  Studies,  no  Ciofets  to  refort  to,  no  graces  topur- 
jehafe,  no  lufts  to  conquer,  d ho  Prayers  to  make , no  fpiri-  * Vbicumque 
jtuall  inltrudions  to  leai  nc,  no  holy  duties  to  performe,  fuerisintra  tc~ 
no  vvorkesof  grace  to  finifb,  no  degrees  of  grace  to  ae- 
quire,  no  friends  to  admonifh,  no  familiesto  inftrad,  ^ 
po  ficke  to  vifite,  no  dejeded  fpirits  to  comfort,  no  noli  ouxrere 
gracelefle  perfons  to  reprove,  no  heavenly  mifteries  to  locum,  quom 
contemplate,  no  fpirituall  doubts  to  fatisfie,  no  callings  am  tu  ipic  lo- 
to  follow,  no  Heaven  to  defire,  no  Hell  tofeare,)  wee 
mow  not  how  to  fpend  or  paffe  away  thefe  after-  ^10  * or3 

poones,  we  have  nothing  at  all  to  doe ; come  therefore  & ibieii  tem- ' 
let  us  goetofuch  orfuch  a Play-houfe,  c and  there  we  plum.Frecus^ 
will  merrily  puffs  the  t:me}  feeding  our  eyes y our  eaves  with  thofe  tcr  orandum,& 
$tdcre-d$/tghts  which  fkall  there  prefect  ihemfdves  unto  tu*  i:ex0  C0I  or€ 
Stage-playes  ferve  tor  rmhing  elfe,  but  either  to  draw  oencia  pe-c 
men  on  by  degrees  to  idicneffe,  or  to  fofter,  to  foment  Sicutenim 
p hem  in  it : W herefore  they  are  rightly  called  Playes,  nullum  eft  mo* 
from  playing ; becaufe  they  teach  men  onely  to  play  a - ™emum  quo 
[way  their  time  with-drawing  them  from  their  Studies,  tu^vel 
[their  Vocations,  unto  idleneife,  and  a kinde  of  lafie  tur  pei  bon^ 
life.  Thirdly,  by  daily  experience : For  what  perfons  tate  & mtferi- 
are  there  more  flothfull,  idle, unprofitable, unferviceable  cordia:  fie  nu I- 
to  themfelves  or  others;  lefle  iludious,  lefTe  diligent lum  debet  e^€ 
tand  laborious  in  their  iawfuil  callings,  then  common 
Adors  and  * Play-haunters  ? who  have  many  of  them  ft  mem  non 
no  other  imployment  at  all,  but  onely  this,  to  Ad,  or  habeat  in  me- 
fee  a Stage-play ; er  to  dice,  to  card,  to  dance,  to  adomc  moria.  Otnnt 
and  paint  tksmfdvesy  oft-times  { for  pub  like  if  not  for  private 

pogicas  hoc  recomputes  pc rd idi ffz-.'Bsfnardi Meditations! c.S.  Coho$6.  • Iocoii  hmit 
lc  ridiculi  funt  plaeriq;  otrmes  mortaliu,neq;  iliis  eft  cordi  ftudiofum  vita:  genus 
:cnf3eq;  gravitatis,fed  fluxumpotius  acremiftium.  Ex  quofitut.perquam  facile  no- 
[ninctur  eis  maligniflimus  Dxmoiu7beodoret.De  Sacrificifsd-7  Tom. t.p.  $ 8 1.  vid.fbjd* 
[ Atqj  duas  tantum  res  anxiusoptat,  Panem  & Circenfes.  Juvenal.  Satyr . fO.fatg.94-c 
' Ornatnentorum  inftgnia&  Icnociniafucornm;nonnifi  proftitutis  & impudicis 
pniniscongruit,&  nuilaru  fere  praeciofior  culms  eft,  quarn  quarum  pud  or  vilis'efb* 
\ ypria»,De  Habitu  Vtrgmm. Non  eft  mulierisfed  meretricis  illud  nimium  fui 
Sodium,  Clemm  Mlxandrirm*  Tadagogi.  lib.  5 4 cap.  a, 
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Stage* playes  either  S jWe  or  make  men  idle:  the/ 
Icc^'in-V  ^thcr  occafiou,  or  foment  their  (loth  : they  either 
& i.  id Jrc]4’  cache  people  to  live  without  callings  ; or  at  leaft  with- 
draw  them  from  them,  to  give  their  after-noones  at- 
tcnc^ancc  on  thtmfdves.  Hence  is  it,  h that  the  Schol- 
eoavumur  UU  **  °f*  ^h-drawne  from  his  Schooley  the  Student  from  hit 

Propter  uuiim  Study  ; the  Aiechantcl^j  from  hts  Trade ; the  Mafler  from  hts 
r.dcio  quern,  Family  yhe  Lad)  and  Gsntlcrvom  i n from  hit  Clofet  or  Needle^ 
vcl  viruaijvcl  the  Miftris  from  her  houfe ; the  ffufb  ira  from  hu  Wife ; the 
jMuxi.un  com - yytfe  ftom  h£r  j-}Hf},And ; the  Servant  from  hit  Makers  bufu 
Civitas,  ut  dc-  nelft  > ^e  apprentice  from  hisSh&p;  the  (four tier  from  his 
faltentur  fabu-  ^tendance  : the  Officer  from  his  Office ; Tea  fimetime , the 
lof*  antiquira-  very  1 ajtyagiff rate  from  his  Government^ he  'LfrUntfler  from 
tuna  hbidines,  his  ‘Pulpit;  k the  Par  t/h toner  from  his  Church,  his  Leffttre ; 

spe-  the  whole  Ctttj  from  their  calltnes  to  a P/ay-houfe to  aSijo  fee 
ftxcHlis.lib.  See  , J,x,r  * l , , , ’ * , J Z 

Baal  Hexacm.  cr  "eAre  a twdc  lajctvtoHs  Enter  luae ; the  very  bed: 

Hon,4,Tomi,  part  whereof,  1 is  pure  vanity,  if  not  finfull  fofty . m Totam 

р. 4  5«Oiryfcft,  hodie  Romam  Circus  capit ; was  the  Poet  Juvenals  com- 
Marh^T § m P*a*nC  °hi;  ant^  * heare  ^ might  he  ours  now  : Such 
Co?  2 g 7°Ur ' Prevalency  there  in  thefe  bewitching  Stage-playes  to 
tul  j3e  Spedac.  ^raw  men  on  to  {loth , to  idleneffe;  n the  very  bane,  the  poy- 

с. n.zi.  Lad-  f°*9  stnd  deflruftion  of  mens  psereleffe  foules : which  the 
ancias,De  Ve-  very  ° Turkes  enumerate  a?non£  the  number  of  their  [even 
S^lvPn^De20  finnes.  Laftiy,  my  Minors  truth,  as  it  is  evident 
iubernat  Dei.  hy  experience,  fo  likewife  is  it  ratified  by  the  concur* 
i.^.Naziaiizen  rent  fuffrage  of fundry  Fathers  and  moderne  Authors, 
De  Reda  Edu-  and  by  our  * owne  &A  fis  of  parliament , who  for  this  very 
catione  ad  Sc- 

lucum.  p.io6^i  o64.  The  $.  Bird  of  Retrait  from  Playes  and  Theaters,  pag.  5 6. 
76*77*  M.Goffbn^hStubssM.NorlbbYocJie^n  their  Bookes  againft  Stage-playes, accor- 
dingly. i See  here  Acl  4«Scenc  a.&  p.4S44  k See  here  Ad  6.  Scene  1 2.  1 Averte 
oculos  meos  nc  videant  vanitatem.Rogat  propheta  ne  oculis  vagatur  per  Theatrani- 
miru;n  & ch?re^rum  fptdacula,  quae  quidem  yanitate  redolent,  aefrudu  Sc  militate 
carent. cbryfoJUm  Hcm.n.inVfaU  i8,Tm.i4Col.99%‘~4-  m Satyr.ii.p.m.  a Ha- 
manu5  animus  otio  languefcen*  facillime  corrumpitur.  Cleric  Ve  j* ulito  lib  4.  p ■ n7* 
Ignaviam’gnorum  faepe  ingeniorrmpeftis  Vt  lignum  oecuita  teredo  confumit,  he 
aaimum  paulatirndefinic  & cxedit  jgnavus  hie  affedus.  Lpfus.  ifift.Centuria . i- Epift* 
H-pog  \$i.  • Philip.Loniccrus.Hiftoriae  Turcic*d.t,c.2o.p.j4.  * Seci4*Ekz* 
CaP*5«  i 9 • Eliz.cap.4.  x.Xacobi,cap,7.  6c  x.Caroli.cap.r* 
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caufe  among  fundry  other  condemne,  rejeft  and  cen- 
ftire  Stage-playes  asunlawfull  paftimes,  btctafe  they  are 
the  cceajions , the  fomentations  of  much  floth  and  idteneffs. 

Hence  Philo  Judases,  De  Vita  tAJofes.  pag  932 . & De 
Agricultnra, hb.pag.  2J\.  Clemens  Romanos.  lApoft.  Con- 
fi;t.  Itb.  2.  cap,  65  66.  Clemens  A lexandnnm  Padag.ltb.  3 . 
cap, 1 1 . Tertullian  & Cyprian,  in  their  Jev tr all  Bock* s,  *Dc 
! Spctlaculrs . A rnobins  Adverfus  Gentes.  lib.  5, p.  149*1 50. 

lib,  6. & 7.  pz\Q.  to  242.  Laflantius.  lib 4 6.  De  ZJtro  Culm. 

! cap.  20.  Tat  tart  Afjyri)  (,'onira  Graces  Or  ana.  Bib!.  Patrnm* 
Tom.l.pag.iZo.  Bafil.Hexaemeron.  P Horn. 4,  Tom. 1.  fag.  tcs  nrnnwilx. 
45  .Gregory  Naz.ian^en,  De  RtUa  Educators  ad Sclettcwm.  qus.multis 
pag.io6^.\o6af.  S.  A fieri/  Homilia  in  fefium  Kalerdarum.  varijfqtte  prfc- 
Btbl  Patrum.  Tom.q.  pag.706.  Cbr/foj 1.  Horn. De  Da-  ftigiatorum. 
Vide  & Saul.  Bem.6. 7. 7 $.& 69,  m MattL  & Bom.%.  De 
T amtentia.  tAugnfltn,  Re  Ctvitate  Dei.l.i.c .3  1.7,2.  lib,  2«  luCufo ad  i?- 
cap.q.  to  15.  Salvianws.1,6  De  Gabernatione  DeifDamafcen*  fumyfquc  c%- 
T ar ale  [lor  urn.  lib.  3 , £v?p.  47#  Caffiodorus  Tartar  urn,  lib.  1 . lum  advefpe- 
Spifi*ij.&  30.  Ioannss  Sarefberienfis , 1 De  Nugis  Curia-  rdfeensj, fu°s 
/#£.  I . cap.  8.  Petrarch  a De  Rome  die  Vtrittfi ^ Fortune, 
lib.  1 . Dialog. 3 Q,  Redolphus  Cjualther.Homil.  u.m  Nahum*  qUofdam  om~ ' 
Bedin  his  (fommon wealth.  7 6.  cap.  1.  Ioannss  (JWariana,  nino  & ccr- 
^ Barnabas  Brtffontm,  in  their  Beokes,  De  SfeBactilis.  ruptos  cantus* 
Bulengerw,  De  Circe. cap.  47.  D<?  Theatre  Jib . 1 .cap-  50.5  1 . frequentiflime 
^ 3'  BUfi  of  Strait  from  P/ayes  and  Theaters,  pag.56.y6.  atq; 

& 7 J-  Mafter  G0jf<w,  in  his  Scboole  of  Abufes,  and  in  his  talcs  populos 
Blayes  Confuted.  Mailer  in  his  Anatomy  of  Abstfes*  complures  be  > 
fag.  104.  to  107.  Mafter  Northbroeke , in  his  Treatifi  a - tos  effedicunt, 
gatnfi  Vatne  rP  lay  es  and  interludes.  fzS.  to  3 8.  D.  Rain  olds, 
in  his  Overthrow  of  Stage-playes.  Mafter  Robert  Bolton , n^x  rur^ar- 
i»  his'Difcourfc  of  True  Hapvixejfe.  pag.y  3.74.  /.  g.in  his  tibus,c*teniqs. 


negeeijs  com- 
parand! vi<fhis  caufa  fubeundis,  negle&is  arque  pofthabitis,  fumme  aim  odo  vo- 
luptatequc  vitas  tempus  inftitutum  fibi  perducuntj  &c.  Ibidem.  *3  Noft ra  irs 
prohpfa  ad  fabulas  & quasvis  inania,  non  rnodo  cor  ct  aures  proflituit  vanitrtl,  fed 
oculorum  & aurium  voluptate,  fuam  rr.ulcet  dclidiam,  luxuriam  accendit,  conqui- 
rens  undiqnc  fomenta  viciorum,  &c4  Vitanda  eft>inquit,Ethnioas3  iropreba  Syren 
defidia.  At  cam  Roftris  prorogant  hiftrioncs, Ibidem] 

Ttt  2 Refutation 


lUftrio - Majtix . 


Pa  r'i  i 


sod 


Refutation  of  Haynotds  Ape logtejor  Attors:  ( to  omit  all 
*Ovid,DeAr-  other  Chriftian and  r Heathen  Authors,  which  I might 
t*  Am.mdi  lib.  here  enumerate:)  doe  all  concurre  in  cen fur ing  Stage-  1 
J 6P  y DcT  Playcs  *n  rt  Dar(^  this  tffecT.  Since  therefore  the  Ma-  ] 
rncdio  Am  or  is*,  3or>  anc*  ^inor  are  thus  apparantly  true,the  Conclufioii  s 
lib.  i.  pag.uj.*  from  them  muft  be  granted,  by  all  who  either  regard 
i Non  u-  the  publike,  or  their  owne  private  good, 
men  otium  ta- 

le  quaerendum  eft, quale  in  lufionibus  confumitur,  fic  enim  vitae  noftrae  ludus  finis 
efict  neceffano,quodfalfum  & abfurdum  eft,  &c.  Ariflot.  Pold.libfi  cap  l*pag. 508. 

See  lib.  7.  sap,  1 7,  and  Marcus  a urehui . Epiftlc  1 i.  to  Lambert , who  are  very  copious  j 1 
inthispoint.  Seneca.  Controvert  lib.  1.  Proxraio  pig.  967-  Tacitus  Annalium...  I 
I.i4,c.i.5c&  1.x 6 4c.i .Valerius  Maximusd.i.cAf./.Bulengcrus  De  Circo  Romano*  < i 
Ludifque  Circenfibus^ap.^. 


Acxvs  6.  Scena  Sept  ima. 


7 *Y*He  7.  confequent  or  effed  of  Stage-playes,  is  Inx- 
Jl  ury,  drunkenntfie,  and  exccfie  : From  whence  this 
^Argument  3 3,  Argument  may  be  ray  fed. 


33* 

* Quis  enim 
non  luxurio- 
fum  ac  nequam 
putet  eum,  qui 
fcenicas  artes 


That  which  is  an  immediate  occafion  of.  an  ordina- 
ry temptation  unto  luxury,  drimkenneffe,  and  ex- 
ceffc,  is  utterly  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians:  into- 
lerable in  any  Common-weale. 

Bat  fuch  are  Srage-playes:  as  * LdUtnim* Attgufime^ 
Sctpio  and  the  enfuing  Authors  tefti fie. 

ilomi  habeat  ? Atqui  nihil  refert,utrumne  luxuriamfolus  domi,  an  cum  populo 
cxerceas  in  Theatro.  Laftgnum,  De  VcroCultu.  c?.p.  zi. pag.  *c8.  f Hinc  enim  er2t, 
& ex  hac  providentifiima  patriae  charitate  veniebat, quod  idem  ipfe  vefter  Ponti- 
fex  Maximus  Nafica,  a Senatutemporis  illius  quod  farpe  dicendum  eft  eleftus,  fine 
alia  Sentenriarum  diferepantia  vir  optimus,caveam  Theatri  Scna  um  conftruerc 
tnolicntem,  abhac  difpofitione  Sc  cupiditate  compefcuit:  perfuafitqueorationegra- 
viffimane  Graccamliixuriam  viribus  patrix  raoribus  paterentur  obrepere,  & ad  vir- 
tutem  labefadanda,enervandaqjRomanam  peregrins  confentire  nf<qintu::tantuq5 
authoritate  valuit,ut  e jus  verbis  commota  fenatona  providentiaetiam  fubfeliia  qm- 
bus,  ad  horam  congeftis  in  ludorum  fpeftaculo  jam  uti  Civitaj  camper  at,  deinceps 
•rohiberct  apponi.  dugnJl,VtCivti>yDeiflib'i.c.$  x.  See  0.31,53. 

There- 
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Therefore  they  are  utterly  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians, 
intolerable  in  any  Common- weale. 

The  Major  is  evident  by  the  i Pet  4. 3.4.  which  ia- 
fbrmes  us.  That  the  time  pa  ft  of  our  lives  m ry  fufficc  us  te 
have  wrought  the  will  of  the  Gentiles , when  we  w tJ^ed  tn  Ufci- 
VioufneJfe,lufts,excejfe  of  wine  jcvc thugs  fianquetings  and  abo- 
minable idolatries ; wherein  they  think*  it  ftrange  that  jomjuh 
not  with  them  into  the  fame  exerffe  of  riot$eal^ng  evill  of  you  : 

I who  fiat! give  an  account  to  him  who  is  ready  to  iudge  both 
jj  quicks  and  dead.  By  Titus  2.1 1. 1 2.  The  grace  of  God  which 
bnngeth  falvatton,  hath  appeared  unto  all  men;  teaching  us, 
that  denying  ungodltneffe  and  worldly  lufts,  wcfhcnld  live  fiber - 
Iji  Ttghtcoujlj,  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world.  By  Epbeff. 
l8.  And  be  not  dr  nuke  with  wine  wherein  is  excejfe.  By  Luke  * Healthes 
21.54.  Take  heed  to  your  f elves  left  at  any  time  your  heart  t be  f 

overcharged  with  fur  fit  ting  auddrt*>.k*nne(fe,  and  cares  of  this 
world,  and  that  day  come  upon  yon  at  unawares  : by  fundry  genijs  qu am 
fuch  like  Scriptures  to  this  purpole  which  lhave  for-  iuxuria!  Luxu- 
merly  quoted  in  * another  Treaufe  : Andlikewife  by  the  rio^us  a<*°lef- 
I ' dangerous  quality  of  thele  efif  minating  foule-deftroying  i^ifofus  fe 
finnes,  u which  are  more  pernicious  to  a Common-weak,  then  nex  infanir 
pe ft  tie  nee  or  warre  it  felfe ; * more  fat  all  to  mens  foscles  and  bo-  St»eca,Contro- 
dies , then  any  (ftreean  charms,  vtrf.  1 1 . Vn*m, 

The  Minor  is  moil:  apparant : Firft,from  the  origi-  P 
nail  invention,  and  dedication  of  Stage*  piayes ; which 
were  fir  ft  of  aUdevi fid  by  a company  of  drunken  Grecians  tn  LUXirm  Tncd- 
honsr  of  their  Devil- 1 doll  Bacchus  (the  God  of  wine , of  drun - vi3umque 

kcnnrfte,  and  all  excefie ; ) towhemTUyts,  and  ‘Play-hovfcs  ulcifcnur  or- 

I wer  scon  Iterated  at  the  firft  $ as  >'  lift  or  tans  and  Fathers  cer - bcm lu  vcnaL 

Satyr, 6.  pfi.- 

* Luxuries  pcrdulce  malum  quae  dedita  Temper  Corporis  arbitrijs  hebeLjt  caiigine 
: TenTus,Membi\ique  CircaeisefTaeminat  acrius  herbis.  Biandaquidem  vultu,  Tea  qua 
- non  cetnor  ulla  Intcrius  5 fucata-gcnas  & amifta  doiolis  lllecebris,  torvos  anro 
; circumlinit  Hydros.  Ilia  vokiptatum  mulcos innexuit  hamis.  claudtan  De  La.ad.bm 
f $tihcoriis.lib,z.pa*.i% here  pag\6j.  j Athenaeus  DipnoToph.lib4t.  cap4i,Plutarchi 
| Romana?  QujpiL  Quaeft.  1 07. Tertullian  De  Spebtacuiis.enp.  1 o Cyprian  De  Spc- 
ftaculis  Laftantius  De  Vcro  CultuJ.^.c^o.EuTebiuSyDc Praep4Evang.Li.c.ii.Po- 
1 lydor  Virgil. De  Invenccribus  Rerum. li.c.i  o.  JEncae  Silvij  HiRoria.  Dc  Aba  Mi- 
non.c.78.p  37 i,See  BuiengerusDe  Thcatro.L1.c4. 
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: Whence  TcrtttHian  fliles  the  Theater,  * the 
L T" . VcncriS5  b:fffc  or  te™fe  °f  Bacchus ; becattfe  St4ge-playes  (which  were 
doi-rftis  formsrlJ Liber ziui)  were  as  * Diodortu  Sicultt Ifvdor 
tk  alios  luios " 11  # a ■e*fis,and  a hers  record.inftituted  bj,&  consecrated  unto 
fccnicos  Libc-  Bacchus  the  Idol,  the  author  of  ah  intemperance,  Jfthcrefore 
rali i proprie  their  very  inception  were  thus  from  drunkcnneffc,  and 
excei^e;  ^cir  progieffe  queftionlefle  mull  bee  fuch. 
b:r ode vo cos'"  Secondly,  it  is  euident  from  the  teftimony,  the  experi- 
quod  fun:  Di-  ence  of  former  ages;  whonotonely  a enumerate  Stag*, 
onyl'u  penes  fUjes  among  the  exceffes,  the  luxury  both  of  the  CreekeJ  and 
Orxcos3etUm  Romanes,  as  the  Fathers  and  Authors  in  the  margent  te- 
tmos  Nihif1"  but  like  wife  make  them  thechiefe  cccalions  of 

jam  de  cauia  *t#  Hence  * (fbrjfoftome  and  c Na&ianuen  ftile  the  Play- 
vocabuli.-quum  ^oufe ; T he  Schoole  of 'intemperance,  deboiflneffejuxuy y,and 
rei  caufa  uiolo-  excejfe.  Henc  e b Salvtan  toy  net  the  Stage-places,  epicunfme 
hurh  ^r-  H.mi  and  drun^enneffe  of  the  Romanes,  and  thofe  of  Trevers , both 
c*?JTl£  making  on-e  the  efFed,  the  companion  of  the 

r.ili.1  vocaren-  ot^er.  It  is  noted  by  c Hiffomns,  that  Caligula,  Hdtogo- 

tur  hono  cm  Liberi  patris  manifefte  fonabant.Libero  enim  a rtifticis  primo  fiebant 
ob  benefleiurn  quodei  adlcribantpro  demonftrata  gratia  vini.Et  eft  place  in  artibus 
•feeaici-s  Liberi  & Veneris  pa:rociniu>quae  privata  & propria  funtfeenar.  De  geftu  Sc 
corporis  fkxu,mo}litiem  Veneri  & Libero  immolant:illi  per  fexum,illi  per  flux  urn, 
difolut is.Tertui.'De  Spcctdc.c-j , to  r i 4 Jjtodoru*  Origrruim  lib.i  tap  51.  vid. ibidem.  ' Non- 
nialli  prarrerea  Satyros  Baccho  adjungunt,qui  in  falzationibus3&  ludis  tragicis  ri  us, 
jqciqiie  obleftamenta  Deo  cieant.Denique ut  Muia:  liberalis  difciplinz  bonis  ilium 
juvant  & demulccnr,itaSatyri  ludicrisjSc  ad  rifumcompofitis  geftibus  & aftionibus, 
vitana  Dianyfio  beatam  Graxijfque  dclibutam  reddant*  Quin  thymelicos  etiam  lu- 
<:Os  hie  inftituit,  Theatra  ekhibuit,  & Muficorum  acroamatum  Scholas  inftituit. 
Viodona  Sicultu.  B:bl  Hift. L4.fi rtf.  ? .pag  z c 3 . io 4 . 1 fi odor  H ifp .Orig.l . 1 8 ,c, ? 1 * 4 Livy 
Rom  Hift.L7.fed*344.Vale  nus?vlaxinius.I.2.c.4  Plutarch. De  Gloria  Athenienhum 
lib«Cicero  De  Repiiblica,U4.Cornelius  Tacitus.  Annal.l. 14,0.1.3.  Marcus  Aurelius. 
Epift.n.to Lambert. Elij  Lampridij  Heliogobalus.  Tertul.  & Cyprian.  De  SpeftaC.fi 
Ci  ena  Aiex.Pardag.l^.c.ii.Arnobius  AHverf.Gentes.L7.  p.  130.  to  141*  Laftantius 
Da  Vero  Cultti.c.io.BiflLHexaem.1.4  Nazianzen.ad  Seleucu.p.i 063.1064.  Chry- 
fofl, Horn. 6,7. & 5 8.  inMatth  Hom.61,  ad  Pop.Antioch.  Auguft.Dc  Civit«Dei.Li. 
c 3 1.33.1.1.0.5. to  30.Salvian.L6.De  Guber.Dei.S.Afterij  Homiliain  Feft.  Kalen- 
darU'n.Bibl.Patrum.Tom.4  p.7c6,Ioannes  Saresberienfis.De  Nugis  Curialium.l.i. 
c.7  8.D  HaetyveUy in  his  Apologie.J.4.c  84feft.i.3,4.  Horn. 6s. ad  Pop.Antioch.  8c 
Hom.4i4in  Afta.  c Ad  Seleucu  DeRcfta  Educat4p.io63.io644*  De  Gwber.Dei.1.6. 
* Sueronij  Caligula  & Nero  Lampridij  Heliogabalus*  Trebcllij  Polionis  Gallieoi 
Duo. Tacitus  Annal.I.  i44c«34Dion  Caflius.Rom.Hift.I.^:  Herodian  Hift.I.i*  See 
here  Scene  Aft  7.Scene6,&  Zonaras,  Eutropiws?and  the  Imperiall  Hiftory  in 
thefc  Emperous  lives.  bihUy 
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balmy  Neroy  Com  modus,  Gedlientuy  And  other  Roman  Empe- 
rturs  who  delighted  moft  in  Stage-piayes,  were  the  mofi 
deboifty  luxurious  y diffolutey  ebriousy  of  all  others  : an  in- 
fallible demondration ; that  Stage-play  cs  are  the  occa- 
sion, fe  well,  and  attendants  of  thcfe  (nines.  f It  was  tbs  f Plutarch.  Dc 
cuftomc  of  the  Pagan  (fry  ekes  and  cRomanesy  in  all  their  drm~ 
ken  riotous  Fcaflsy  (as  it  is  now  the  ufage  of  too  many  7 

Chridians)  to  exhtlerate  them  [elves  with  Stage-pUyssy  of  Ba'il' 

purpofe  to  draw  men  onto  cb'unkenneffe,  luxury  ^ and  moregnffe  De  Ebrietate& 
intemperance : Whence  the  S Councell  cf  Laodicea.  (fan,  Luiu.*>ermo. 
55.54.  and  the  Cemcell  of  t/iquif grave  under  Lewes  the 
godly  , prohibited  St  age-plxyes  at  Cbrtfttans  marriage-pea jls ; Surius 

and  enioyned  all Mtntflers  not  to  be  prefent  at  themfbut  to  anfe  CoaciLTom  1. 
and  depart  from  fuchfeajts  before  the  Players  entred ; that  lo  p.  4 7 8.  & Gra- 
they  might  prevent  that  riot,  that  exetffe  which  thefe  nauDiftind.j. 
theatrical!  Enterludes  might  occasion.  All  which,toge- 
tlier  with  that  of  Plutarch, who  relates,  * that  all  Stage - * Scenici  ?m- 
players  were  confecrated  unto  Bacchus  as  well  a/,  thefe  their  fices  Baccho 
Stage-play  es^is  a plenary  ratification  of  my  Minors  truth,  ?acn 
to  which  our  owne  experience  mud:  fubferibe.  h For 
who  more  luxurious,  ebrious,  riotous  ordeboid,  then  k Sec^hc°third 
our  ailiduous  A<dors  and  Piay-haunters  ? Who  greater  Blaft  0fRe- 
Taverne,  Ale-honfc,  Tobacco-fhop,  Hot-water*houfe  trait  from 
haunters,  &c?  who  greater,  douter  drinkers,  health- £!^cs  ai?cl 
quafferSjEpicures^r  good*  fellowes,then  they  ? W hat  S<> 

walkc  mere  ufualfthen  from  a Play-  houfe  to  a Taverne,  Ul  c 
to  an  Ale-hoii(e,a  Tobacco- fhop,or  Hot-water  Brothel- 
honfe;or  from  thefe  unto  a Piay-houfe  ? where  the  Pot, 
the  Can,  the  Tobacco-pipe  arcalwayes  walking  till  the 
Play  be  ended  ; from  whence  they  returne  to  thefe  their 
former  haunts.  Many  are  the  * Ale-houfe,more  the  Bac-  *Thefe  are  the 
chanalian  Taverne-meetings  that  are  appointed, conclu-  vulgar,  thefe 
Jed  at  the  Plav-houfe, fr^rn  which  much  drunkennefle, the  diHimer 
j?nd  excefle  arife : yea  the  Piay-houfe  is  the  common  J^rrore 
Randevouze  where  mod  fiich  riotous  Taverne- conven-  tile  ranked 
ucles  are  either  motioned,  plotted,  or  refolved  on,  as 
our  Play-haunters  themfelves  confefie.  And  is  thefe 
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not  reafcn,  why  it  ftiould  be  fo  ? Are  not  drunkcnncfle, 
joviality,  epicurifme,  luxury,  and  profufendfe,  moft 
rhetorically  applauded,moft  elegantly  adorned  in  our 
Stage-playcs  with  the  fublimeft  Encomiums,  the  moft 
infinuatingPanegyrickes,the  molt  amiable  Titles  that 
either  art  or  eloquence  can  invent?  and  doth  not  this 
adde  fpurs  and  fewell  to  many  Yongflers  lulls  ? who  to 
i Hjec  tamen  pur  chafe  the  empty  title,  * of  bravo,  generous,  lib  trail , and 
ilfi  Omnia  right  tovtall  Sparkes , whom  Players  moft  applaud,  doe 
I ires*  nTtidi  Ve  Proc^Sa^y  ^-confume  their  Patrimonies,  their  lJenfions,their 
vocantar! luve- time  *n  Tavernes/>rdinaries,Tobacco-lhops*&c>in  ebri- 
nAl.Satyr.il . ous  luxurious  meetings,  to  their  owne  undoing,  their 
Habebitur  ali-  friends  and  Parents griefe.  Alas, the  pittifuli  complaints 
quando  cbne-  Gf  fan  dry  parents,  together  with  the  tefitmony  §f  our 
tau  honos  & 0rvne  grave  Englifb  * Authors,  prove  this  to  be  too  true ; 
m^cplffT/viV  Therefore  we  muft  needs  abominate  and  rejed  ail  po- 
tus  erit, Seneca  pular  Scage-playes,  in  refped  of  thele  their  curled 
T>e  Benefit ysl.it  fruits. 
cap,  io. 

* Divitiarum  & pecuniar  fru&urn  non  alium  putafitquamprofufionem.  Sordidos  & 
deparcos  ipfi  putant  quibus  ratio  impenfarum  conftaret.  Sueloriy  tfero.  fefl.  30, 
& bl&.Hall  Epift,  Decad.6,Epift.64  Matter  Bolton  in  his  Uifcourfe  of  True  Happi- 
nefle.p.7$.74«The  3. Blafl  of  Retrait  from  Playesand  Theaters.  J.G.  in  his  Refuta- 
tion of  the  Apologie  for  A(ttors.pag,3^4&  D.TSumlds Over  throw  of  Scage-playes. 


Actvs  6.  ScenaOctava. 

8 nTUe  eight  effed  of  Stage-  playes,  is  impudency,  im- 

JL  modefty,  and  fhamekfnelfe , yea  even  in  finfull 
zAroumnt  things  : Whence  this  34.  Argument  may  be  deduced. 
24, * That  which  banifheth  all  modeftysal  Ibamefacenefle, 

* and  makes  both  Adors  & Spcdators  impudently 

fliameleffe  in  committing  finne*  is  queftionleflc 

aborni- 
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abominable  and  unlawful!  unto  Chriftians.  . ^ ^ ^ 

But  this  doe  Stage-pla yes,  and  * Flay-boufes.  fti  dL^pu-* 

Therefore  they  are  queftionlefle  abominable  and  un-  doris  h ibet. 

lawfull  unto  Chriftians.  Ovid,  ve  Arte 

My  Major  is  irrefragable  : Firft,  becaufe  * modefty  and  Amend* Ma* 
fbamcfaftneffe  are  fuch  graces,  fuch  vertues,  Gad  him- 
felfe  requires  tf  ha  in  hti  Word ; and  which  the  very  m Bed-  $crmo.s6.Z. 
then  much  extoll . They  are  the  n chief  eft  ornaments  ^vrrtues^  i j Tim.  1.9,1? 
guides, fupports,  and  flay  of  Tenth ; the  ^Mothers y the  confer-  c.j.a.  iPet.g* 
vers  of  all  other  (fhrijhany  or  morraH  vertues ; the  P onely  curbs  4>  f • 

1 that  reftratne  men  from  all  finne , aU  lewdnefe  and  dfhonefty  pfa[ 

' whatfoever : where  thefe  are  once  removed,  ^ the  whole  pfal.69!  7/ 
prathfe  of  honefty  and  vsrtue  wifi  be  quite  extinguiflfed.  Hce  Ezra  7 .6. 

' who  hath  loft  thefe  vertues, r is  no  better  then  a caft-away:  m Platonis 
He  who  is  paft  all  Chame,  is  certainely  paft  all  grace.paft  Pr  gU|°[ftS 
all  recovery,  all  amendment.  That  therefore  which  pag.990.Lace! 
banifheth  thefe  two  { reftrajningy  vie  e-fuppr  effing  Virtues,  aaLonij  yerc- 
i in  which  not  onely  c Chrifi:amtyy  but  even  tt  all  common  cundiam  efle 
bonefty , civility , and  the  publike  fafety  doe  fubfifty  mull  needs  Dcurn  quenda 
bee  abominable.  Secondly,  becaufe  impudency  and  yolu™- 
ihamelefnefte,  efpecially  in  committing  finne,  is  almoft 
* the  very  htgheft  degree  of  finne ; yea  they  provoke  God  more  to  Modeftia:  fa* 
anger , and  draw  a deeper  guilt , a more  multiplied  condemnati - ma  neque  fum* 
on  upon  men , then  the  finne  ttfelfe  which  they  thus  perpetrate . mismortaM 
They  are  infallible  fymptomes  of  a cauterized  conlci- 

: 1 trutuY.Tacittu  Annal.lt  j.tf.i.p.joi,  n Pador  eft  quafi  vitij  purpurais  lplendor  & co- 
: lor  \in\\tis*Cdfe.Po!it.l,1.e.y.p'7io.  0 Modeftia  reliquarum  virtwtu  parens  eft  & ip  fa 
proles : radix  & altrix  virtutis  eft,&  veras  famx.  Lipfiu6.Efifi.Cent  5.  Epifi.io . Cctit.u 
*d  MgAS.Epifi4Xent.CMifctlSpll.17  • t Pudor  & juftitia  ornamenta  & vincula  Ci- 
! yitztum.'PUunis Frotagow  pag.  438*  Pudor  fatis  validum  vinculum  legis.  Livy.T{m . 
!|  Mifi.iib'Zi.  4 Amifto pudoretotum dignitatis  fttidium  & honeftatis  extinguitur* 
QforWyVeTfegUi*  Infitt.  lib.+.foL  in.  r Ego  ilium  perijflc  puts  cui  perijt  °pudor. 
Tute/m.De  Ucmfm.Diatriba.p, 4x3.  r Chryfoft^Hom.j  in  Hasbraeos.  Tom.4.  Cofi 
| 1676X4  Pudor  bonus  magifter  ofEcij.Qui  metuit,reprimitur3non  emendatur: quern 
i pudet  facerc  in  naturam  vertit  Ambrof  Com.  lib.7 .inEvangLuca c.17 
* Magna fan&is  curaeft  verccud ix.dmbrof.ComjAdn  Luc.Tom.i  •'!>.'*  Vbi  non  eft 

I pudor,neccura  juris, fan<ftitas,pietas, tides, inftabile  regnumeft.  SemeaTbyefies.  /M?,, 
jfW.  3 4*  * Icr.  j.j^cap.  6.  iy.cap.  8. 114  Prov«7*  13.  Ezech.  a.  4.  cap.  3 . 7,  ler. 

t»«fccap  .5.3. 

-*  Vu*  ence. 
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J lkipudenth  cncc,  an  obdurate  heart,  y a reprobate  fence  • of  a man  gi- 

^m°obdnTc  ven  wholj  over  *nic  fiKKe  $ata*  • yea  they  are  very 
rit^m  non  pa-  dangerous  prefages  of  a man  bound  over  to  eternal!  de- 
veat,  non  hor-  ftru'hion.  My  Major  therefore  muft  be  granted, 
t-at,  non  con-  The  Minor  is  as  evident  as  the  morning  Sunnc.  Firft, 
tremifcar,  ea  by  the  concurrent  teftirnony  of  fundry  Fathers, and  mo- 
d^eratioeft  ^erne  Chriftian  Authors.  z TertuHian  reputes  Stage- 
Bernardt  Vec!a.  plzyes,tke  bantfbers,  the  murtherers  of  all modefty  andfhame- 
tn  at  tones.  Col , faftneffe •*  S.  (fyprian  informes  US  ; a that  all  modefty  u put 
i oo  2.  d.  off  at  Theaters ; which  he  ftiles,  b the  very  Brotbell  of  pub- 

* DcSpcdacu-  Ukc  modefty : in  which  the  moft  fhamefull  reprefentati- 

tThcatra^funt  0nS  are  a(^e<^  > Ht  m *tfis  depoftta  verecundia , audacio- 

fsdiora  quo  xes fiant  crimina*  c Laftantius  records;  that  tbofe  things 

convenis : Ve-  are  acted  in  Stage-playes  by  reprefsntation  which  are  not  • that 
rccundia  lllic  fo  the  very  things  thsmfelv'ss  maj  be  committed  by  the  Spetta- 
omms  cxuicur:  ton  without  any  fhame.  d What  (faith  he)  will  Tout  he  s and 
Kudu  vcftls*'  Vvgi» s doe  when  they  fhall fee  the/e  things  acted,  and  willingly 
honor  corpo-  beheld of  ad  without  any  blufh  ? doubt  leffe  they  wild  grow  ex- 
risaepudor  cceding  impudent  and  fhameicfte  in  committing  the 
ppaitur.p* Ida-  very  finnes  there  a<fted.c  Gregory  Na^ian^en  and  f Chry- 
bitu  Ttrfmum.  f0f0me^  write,  That  all  Stage-players  are  impudent  (kame- 
^Pudoris  pub-  ^ (fe  Perf**s  5 at  they  repute  nothing  vile  but  modefty ; fo 
lici  lupanariu.  they  utterly  extirpate  all fbamefaftuejfe , all  modefty  out  of  the 
Ve$ petite,  lib.  mindes  and foreheads  of  the  Spetlators.  S«  Auruftin,  in  his 
Fiant  peri-  Booke  lT>e  (fivitaxe  Dei , aftirmes  the  very  felfefame 
ut*  » whence  he  ftiles  thefe  Stage-playes : h The  very 
fiant  fine^pu-  peftilence  and  contagion  of  mens  mindes ; the  overthrow  of 
dorc  qua:  vera  vertue  and  honefty:  i the  true  Fugalia  of  jhamefaftneffe  and 
f\int.vivmrutn  modefty:  Damafcenin  his  Parallels  informes  us  out  of 

InJlit.Epit  c.6<  Naz>tanz>en : k that  "Play-haunters.  and  women  who  refort  to 
^ Quid  juvenc- 

nes  aut  virgines  faciam  quu  haec  & fieri  fine  pudore,&  fpedarilibenter  ab  omnibus 
cernunt ? Ve VeroCultux^o.  * DeRedaEducat.  ad  Seleucum.  p.  1063.  f Homil. 
38.mMatth.Tom<2<Col,z98.C.D  g Scelib.i.c.31.33.  Li,cap.6,to  io.c.2f.to  z?. 

* Animorum  labesaepeftis:  probitatis  &honeftatis  everfio.  T>e  CivitateDeh  lib.  r« 
mp.  3 3.  i Vcre  Fugalia,  fed  pudoris  & homeftatis.  Ve  Civitatc'Vei.  Lb.  t.  cap.  6. 
f Fluxam  atque  caducam  forms  venuftatem  eis  relinquebat  qus  Theatra  & tri- 
via confedantur,  quibus  pudori  & probro  eft  crubefeere,  Parallel,  lib.i,  cap • 

Theaters , 
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Theaters,  account  it  4 reproach  unto  them,  to  blufh:  fo  impu- 
dently brawny  Arc  their  facts.  The  fame  doe  other  Fathers; 
together  with  1 Potrarchay m Mantuan,  “ Agrippa.  * Lo-  * De  Retnedi# 
dovicm  Vives,  P M . Goffony  * M.  ^orthbrookey  r M 'Stubs;  Vtriufq;  For- 
Tbe  3 . Bin  ft  of  Rctr ait  from  PUycs  and  Theaters^  'D'Rat-  ^^  hx.DuL 
nolds,  with  fundry  others  affirme:  therefore  wee  need  m°Faftorum. 
not  doubt  its  verity.  Secondly,  our  owne  prefent  ex-  lib.x.cap.  Dc 
perience  will  evidently  manifeft  the  Minors  truth.  For  Carnifpriu,&c 
who  are  there  more  impudently  audacious  ; more  ®De  Vanirate 
ffoamelefly  wicked;  more  ready  to  heare,  to  fee,  to  Scie”c.cap,io. 
fpeake,  to  ad,  to  execute  the  moft  execrable  obfeeni-  ©^Comment, 
ties,  the  moft  grofle  impieties  without  any  blufh, u then  ;n  Auguft.De 
our  common  Alters  and  Play-haunters  ? What  Spedacles,  Civit.  Dci.l.i. 
what  places  doe  more  fteele  the  faces,or  cruft  the  fore-  l 1 • Z x>  1 3-  & 
heads  both  of  men  and  women,  then  Playes  and  Play-  29* 

houfes?  Thofewboatfirft,  could  neither  fee,  nor  heare,  Ab^eTan d° 
fmuchlelTe  utter  or  ad)  any  obfeene  or  vitious  thing  Places  Conf«- 
without  fomefhameof  face,  orchecke  of  confcience,  ted. 
before  their  refort  to  Playes  and  Theaters;  become  fo  * Againft  vainc 
ftrangely  impudent,  fo  brazen-faced  in  a very  little  fraco  a,n<i 
by  frequenting  Stage-playcs,that  they  cannot  onely  con-  Anatomy  of 
fidently  behold  and  heare,  but  like  wife  utter  and  com-  Abufes. 1 
anit  any  filthinefle,or  wickednefle  whatfoever,  in  the  * Prxfatio  ad 
very  open  view  of  men,  without  any  blufh  at  all;  even  ^Thefes. 
as  x Nero  did.  The  ftupendious  whorifh  unparaileld  "0^p h°jic ; 
impudency  of  our  prefent  age;  Of  our  effeminate  7 over - tfa^omur  ur- 
l roxone  Tongftersyvid  blafphemous  Ruffians,  * who  breath  baaitas:  libidi- 
out  nothing  but  oatbesy  obfcentttcst  and  deaerate  execrations  nofo  ore  in 

guimbus  inha:- 

refeunt : homines  mala:  linguae  criamfi  tacerent ; quos  prius  tardefcit  impudicitise 
fuae,quam  pudefeit.  Proncfas,id  in  fe  pcfiimi  facinoris  admittunt  quod  necsetas 
poteft  pati  mollior,  neccogi  fervius  durior.  Hjec  & hujufmodi  propudia  nobis  non 
licet  nec  audire : ctiam  pluribus  turpe  defendereeft.  Ea  enim  de  caftis  fingitis  & 
pudicis  qua:  fieri  non  crc4erimus5nifi  de  vobis  proba  ens  Mhtut.Felix  Oftavm  peg. 
$4.91.  * Pelulantiam,  libidinem,  luxuriam  fenfim  quidem  primo  & ccculte,  ve~ 
luc  invemlicrrorc  exercuit : fed  at  tunc  qoque  dubium  nemimforer;  naturae 
ilia  vicia  non  setaiis  effe.  Suetm#  Ncro,fc&.x6.  T Cujus  manantia  fletu  Ora  puc{- 
iaresfaciunt  incerta  capilli.  luvaut,  Sotyr.if  P01.140,  * See  Matter  jddfws,  his 
White  Dcfill,  aadBUckc  Saint. 

Vnu  % again  ft 
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ag ainft  the  Cod  of  Heaven,  rending  the  very  flefh  and 
bones,  piercing  the  very  heart  and  foule,  blafpheming 
the  very  Name  and  Blood  of  our  Lord  Iefus  Chrift,  at 
every  word  they  utter  : Of  our  impudent,brazen-faced 

* See  Mu-  a Man-woman  CMonfters,  who  have  banifhed  all  Ihewcs 
vTlov °f fliamefaftnefle  from  their  fex  ; carrying 
ofLovelockes.  the  very  characters  of  impudency,  not  onely  in  their 

* Nonfunt  * blufhlcfTc  lookes  ; but  likewifein  their  lafeivious  gc- 
delittafed  ftures,  their  audatious  deportment,  their  obfeene  dif- 
monftra .Tertul.  courfes,their  whorifh  attires,  their  immodeft  fafhions 

Pk^tcnia'  and  complements,  their  painted  faces ; their  * prodigious 
k i Cor 1 i i r florae,  frilled  lockes  and  foretops , which  out  ft  are  the  very 
to  1 6.  i Tim.  b Lawes  of  Cod,  of  Man,  of  Nature,  (fo  unnaturcly,  and  1 
2.9.1  Pit. 3 .4,  more  then c whortflly  impudent,  are  many  of  our  females 
*•  lately  growne;)  Whence  is  it,  comes  it  but  from 

^rov--y;  Playes  and  Theaters?  which  have  diffufed  this  curled  : 

impudVnriacf-  difeafe of fhamelefle impudency,  well-nigh  thorowout 
ficit  meretri-  the  Kingdome:  Ayixd  hence  is  it, that  we  are  all  lately  growne 
cts.ckyfoflom.  fo  immoderately  exccffive  tn  committing  (inn*,  btcaufe  Places 
Hmilia  1 5 , in  anej  pfoy-haunters  have  ferued  us  up  to  fuch  a pitch, -of 
^e<Col°i  impudency,  that  we  are qutte  paft  all flame.  Neither  is  it 

* 0<‘55U*  ftrange,  that  Playes  and  Play-houfes  fhould  make  the  . 

a Nam  quis  modelled  and  mod  ingenious  Spectators  fhamelefle,  if 
peccandi  finem  not  fencelefle  of  any  finne.  Tor  fir  A:  the  c Attors  of  them 
pofuit  fibi,  are  cert ainely  paft  all  flame , if  not  all  grace.  Secondly^ 

qusndo recepit  f ^ greaier  part  of  common  Play-haunteYS  are  audacious 
attrita  de  fron-  ganders,  whores.  Adulterers,  • Whore-  mafters,  and  the  like, 
tc  ruborem 5 who  areas  blufhlefle  as  Frier  Bacons  Brazen-head,  or 
Juvenals atyr.  as  he  who  ads  the  Devill  in  the  Play.  Thirdly,the  very 

words, the  parts,  the fpeeches,  geftures, complements, 
L>C  Spedac  cap.  anC*  rePrefentions  m Stage-playes,  S are  fo  obfeene, lafeivi- 
17.  Cyprian*  lewde,  and  beaftly,  that  the  very  hearing  and  behold- 
De  Speftae. 5 ins  of  them  were  enough  to  banifh  all  modefly  out  of 
lib.&Epift.  0 

lib.  2.  Epift.  a.  Donato.  Chryfoftome  Homilia  ^.inMatth.  & Nazianzen,  De 
Reda  Hcucatione  adSelciKum.  pag.  1063.  accordingly.  f See  Ad  4.  Scene  1. 

2.  accordingly.  See  Iiwenal  Satyr.  6.  pag.  54.  Iamque'eadem  fummis  pariter  mi - 
aimifque  libido e#,&c.  & Satyra  11.  pag.  no.  l See  Ad  3, Scene  1.  & $. 
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the  hearts  and  countenances  of  the  moffc  ingenious  Spc- 
dators,  or  at  leaft  to  drive  them  from  the  Play.houle: 

For  as  Ariftotle  well  obferves  ; h *JMcn  are  not  onely  b pujet  non 
j afbamed  oftbofe  jhamefud  things  that  are  fo  called , but  Itkemfe  folum  eorum 
ofthe  ftgnes  of  them  .*  not  onely  when  they  are  converfitnt  tn  qua:  di&a  funt 
! an)  lecher ohs  thing,  but  Itkewtfe  when  the  reprefentations  of 
I that  thing  are  prefent : and  not  onely  when  as  they  doe  filthy  noru”T&  non 
i things,  but  Itkewtfe  when  they  fpeake  them : So  that  modefty  f0iUm  cum  in 
and  fhamefacenefle  doe  not  ©nely  reftraine  men  from  re  venerea  ver- 
fpeaking  and  doing;  but  likewife  from  hearing  and  f*ntur, fedcria 

I beholding  any  fcurriious  or  immcdeft  thing.  1 Alcans 

jj  a modeft  Heathen,  being  about  to  utter  feme  obfeenity , was  nonfokmeum. 
fo  overcome  of  mode  fly,  that  he  brake  out  into  thefe  memorable  faciunt  turpia, 
words  * I would  have  (poke#  fome  thing,  but  modefty  frohi-  fed  etiam  cum 
bites  me.  It  is  ftoried  of  Archytas  * another  Pagan,  that  dicunt.  Anfifo. 
his  modefty  was  finch,  as  he  would  not  jo  much  as  utter  a feur - Rhdor.Ub.i.capi 
rtloHs  word ; and  being  upon  an  occafton  necejfitated  to  fpeake  i ^ Car- 
fome  unbefieeming  thing,  he  could  net  be  induced  to  relate'  it  mina  apud 
upon  any  tearmes,  but  wrote  it  on  the  wall,  and  then  pointed  to  Pindarum.pag, 
ethers  to  read  it.  Yea  1 Tliny  records,  that  the  bafbfulneffe  ^of-Ariftot. 
and  modefty  of  brute  Elephants  is  fuch  : Vt  p'udore  nun-  c^°l*?1^01‘ 
quam  nili  in  abditocoeunt : that  they  never  couple  but  in  *Vok>  a liquid 

II  femefscret  place  not  obvious  to  mens  view . Certainely,  if  dicerefedme 
modefty  had  fuch  prevalency  in  thefe  bruites  and  Pa-  prohibet  pu- 

i gans,  to  deterre  them  both  from  obfeene  difeourfes,  yai.. 

and  venereous  a&ions,efpecially  in  publike : our  Stage- 
(j  playes  which  are  fraught  with  many  ribaldrous paffa-  i4<Cap.  18. 

ges,  many  witty  obfeenities,  many  filthy  geftures,  ma-  * And  fhal  not 
I nyfeined,  m if  not  nail  reprefentai  tons  of  I needs,  Rapes,  £hefetwo  Pa- 
- Adulteries,  and  the  like,  muft  either  utterly  abolifh  all  UP ln 

modefty  out  of  the  A&ors  and  Spectators  eyes  and  g^nft^curr.i-" 
'cares  ; or  elfe  quite  chafe  them  from  the  Play,  houfe;  lous  Chnlli- 
Iwhofe  lewdneffc  and  unchaftity  is  fuch,  a that  it  is  capa-  ans  and  con- 
* demnethem? 

p Natural.Hiit.l.8,c.?.  m Heliogabalus  mimicis  hiftrionibus  ea  quae  folenr  fimulate 
fieri  cffici  ad  verum  juffic.  Lampridt/  Heliogabalus,  fag.  zoz,  B See  Tertullian  De. 
’Spediculis. cap. i7, Cyprian  De  Speflaculis.  Ub.  and  thej,]3iaft  of  Retrait  from. 
Playes  and  interludes. 
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ble  if  mom  but  ftamelefle  and  tmmodeft  Cuftomers.  So  that  I 
may  well  conclude  with  Tacitus;*  That  (hamefaftneffe^cho- 
fitty,  or  any  other  hone  ft  quality,  which  ore  hardly  retained  m 
hone  ft  arts,  can  never  pejfibly  be  preferved  amid:  fo  many  con- 
fluences and  combat  es  of  vices  at  accompany  lay  ts  and  Thea- 
ters. * And  hereupon  L.Craflus,4#<<  Cn.Domitius  prohibited 
Playes  and  Tlay-houfes , by  apuhltky  Ed*  ft,  quod  his  corro- 
boraretur  impudentia>  becaufe  they  made  their  Spectators 
more tmpndent.  The  proportions  therefore  being  thus 
infallibly  confirmed  by  the  premifes,  the  Conclufion 
from  them  muft  be  granted. 


Actvs  «.  ScenaNoha. 

fli 

£ 'T'Hc  9.  confcquent  or  fruit  of  Stagc-playes,  is  coze* 

JL  nagc,fraud,and  theft : which  arc  oft-times  occafio- 
ned  and  taught  by  Stage-playes.  Piay-houfes  are  the 
A Docent  dum  Schooles,  Piayes  the  Ledures  which  d teach  men  how  to 
fin^unt,&  fi-  cheate,  to  fleale ; to  plot  and  execute  any  villany  s how 
^nt  ad$  cra^1' t0  concca*e  to  cvack  it  being  executed ; men  learning 
DeTero  V*  f^4t  trt  e*™eft,  *hich  they  aft  or  fee  afted  but  t* 

Cftltn  up.  10.  fort.  c Zenephon  makfj  mention  of  a Per  fan  SckuU-mafier , 

* De  Inftit,  who  infra  fleet  hi*  Sc  hollers  both  to  doe  tufticc  and  inmftice ; 
Cyri,  Hiftor,  M9f  to  lie,  and  to  lie : not  to  deceive  and  to  deceive : not  to  ca- 
& laminate  and  calumniate , not  to  fereftai  any  benefit  that  might 
inV/4  accrue  to  others , and  to  fore  ft  all  it : He  did  hkewtfe  dtftmgufh 

*.  to  hie  h of  theft  ought  to  be  praftifed  upon  enemies , which  upon 
friends:  jindthen proceeding  farther , he  taught  that  it  woe 
inf  to  deceive  their  fr  iends  if  it  were  for  their  good ; and  t» 
ft  tale  the  goods  of  their  ft  tends  if  it  were  for  their  good : T hie 
Sehoole-mafter  Itkewife  exerctfed  hie  SehoUers  to  pra&ife  theft 
**ft  raft  tout  in  left  among  themfehes : bj  which  manes  it  tame 
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t$  paffey  that  fome  of  his  Schollers  who  had  a natural l ingenuity 
wittily  to  deceive 5 to  cheate  and  fie  ale  from  others  • Began  at 
laft  not  onely  te  cozan  and  ftealefrom  ftrangerSy  but  Itkewife  to 
cheate  and  rob  their  friends.  Whereupon  the  Per  fans  were 
enforced  to  make  a law  to  prevent  this  mifehife  ( which  Uw  is 
yet  in  life)  that  fhildren/hould  ever  after  be  taught  pUmely, 
and  to  fpeake  and  deale  truely,  as  men  teach  thetr  Servantsiand 
not  to  fieale , to  lie , or  ufe  deceits • As  it  fared  with  this  Per- 
fian  Schoole-mader,  and  his  Schollers ; fo  it  fares  with 
Players  and  their  lewde  Spectators  : thofe  cheates, 
thofe  fallacies,  thefts  and  robberies,  thofe  rapes  of 
Wards,  of  Virgins  from  their  Gardians,  their  Parents, 
which  they  ad  in  fport  upon  the  Stage,  the  Spedators 
oft-times  pradife  in  earned  upon  others  off  the  Thea- 
ter. f Difcunt  facer e dum  afjuefcunt  videre . This  Solon  fCyiinn  De 
knew  full  well,  8 who  when  he  beheld  Thefpis  acting  a Seftaculis.  lib, 
Tragedy]  wherein  there  were  many  Ues  and  cheates  : he  de - ^Ph^chi  & 
manded  of  him  after  the  Tragedy  ended ; whether  he  were  not  er|^^son  a’ 
afhamed  to  lie  and  cheate  fo  egrtgioufiy  before  fo  great  a multi-  Sec  Bodinc  De 
tude?  To  which  Thefpis  rcplyed  \ that  there  was  no  hurt  in  Republjib.6. 
tty  for  all  he  had  uttered  or  a tied  was  but  a Play , it  was  aH  in  cap.r, 
ffort,  nothing  in  came  ft : which  an fmr  Solon  hearing,  ftroks 
his  ftaffe  upon  the  ground  with  indignation  y making  this  reply  : 

If  we  commend  or  approve  this  Tlay  of  yours,  we  [hall  [hortly 
finde  it  in  our  bargains : intimating  that  this  his  lying  h Probitati s & 
and  cozenage  which  hee  aded  in  jeft,  would  quickly 
tiirne  to  earned : fo  prone,  fo  docihle  are  men  to  learne  .°’x .cap 
[any  evili  that  Players  ad.  Saint  Augufttne  had  a hint  of  $ee  iib.i.c.6.  ' 
this  : whence  hediles  Stage-playes,  h the  very  overthrow  » Sett.  \ 
of honefty  and  upright  dealing . For  the  theft  that  Playes  kTacitus«An- 
joccafion,  I /hall  give  but  two  or  three  indances.  It  is  Marcu^Aur^ 
Idoried  by  Suetonius  in  the  life  of  1 Nero;  that  he  put  downe  liu^iV.Dion 
Chariot-play es  and  Stage-playes , in  which  men  by  an  inveterate  Caflius.Rom, 
liberty  did  ufe  to  cheate  and  fteale  in  isft , becaufe  this  iefting  A- 

turned  to  earneft  at  the  laft.  k Tiberius  did  the  lik*)  banifhmg  bXin^er 
all  Players  out  of  Italy  upon  the  felfefamc  ground.  Vpon  this  Gcnhb^  Die 
very  reafou  was  ourowne  Statute  of  3,  Henry  8*  cap,  9.  rUmT,$!c  9!* 

againft 
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againft  (J^fummersym^Q ; becaufe  thofe  thefts  and  rohbe~ 
rtes  which  they  a^led  tn  ftf or  t3  proved  robber  if  sand  felonies  in 
good  earneft  at  the  loft,  and  were  the  occaftons  of  natch  mtf . 
chtefe.  The  Author  of  the  3.  #4*/?  of  Re  trait  from  'Tlayet 

I Pa;*  Theaters  in  formes  us.  1 That  many  fervants  have  learnt 

102..  at  Stage- playes  (as  it  may  be  manif eft ly  proved)  to  rob  and 

cheate  thetr  Maflers , to  fupply  the  wants  of  their  Harlotu 
That  many  have  there  learned  a pollicy  to  prevent  Parents  of 
the  not  marrying  of  their  ‘Daughters  to  fuck  whom  they  have 
diflikedy  by  (l  cal  mg  them  away,  And  that  men  are  taught 
podscies  in  this  Schoole  of  Abufey  how  to  beguile  Parents  of 
their  Children,  Hufbandt  of  their  Wives,  Cjardtans  of  thetr 
«*  Schoole  of  wards,  and  afters  of  thetr  Servants : T o which  m Ma-  j 

PIj1  zs  Con  fa  * $ er  G°Jlon  and  R others  doe  fubferibe.  W herefore  from 
tcd^Aftionz^*  chefc  premifes  I may  now  fafely  frame  this  3 5.  Ar*  . 

II  Mailer  Stubs , gumer#  againft  Stage-playes,  with  which  I (hall  con-  ; 

Mailer  7{orth‘  dude  this  Scene. 

brook?,  Doftor  That  which  occafions  much  theft,  much  treachery, 
^Gin  thfir  cozenage  and  deceit,  muft  needs  be  unlawfull  un-  . 

Bootes  againft  to  Chriftians,  unfufferable  in  a Common- weale.  \ 

Scage-playes.  WitndTe  Ephef,^.i$.  28.  I Tbef,\,6.  & Cafe  Etbs- 

corum,  lib . 4.  cap,  7. 

But  all  thefe  doe  Stage-play es  occafion,  as  is  evident 
by  the  premifes.  See  AEl  3. 4.5:. 

Therefore  they  muft  needs  be  unlawfull  unto  Chri- 
ftians,  unfufferable  in  a Common-wealc. 


Actvss.  Sceka  Decima. 

THe  10.  tWc(k  or  produft  of  Stage- playes,is  cruelty, 
- fierenefie,  brawles,  feditions,  * timmlts,  murthers, 

JBw,  }*.«(?#=  t, 
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and  the  like ; as  is  evident  by  fundry  teftimonies  and 
examples*  Hence  was  it,  * that  Plato  banifhed  alt  Trage-  • Ignofccnt 
dies  out  of  his  [ovimon-we  alejbgc  au[e  they  would  draw  men  on  nobis  Tragici 
to  tyranny  and  cruelty , by  a clingy  by  applauding  them,  and  poct^5ignof- 
breed  quarrels  and  commotions  among  the  people.  Hence  P Se-  Jfsnt  ^ “am 
neca  and  W lut arch, dijltkg  of  Stage-fUyes,becoH[e  they  enrage  modum  m^no* 
the  mtndes  of  the  Spectators,  breeding  eft-times  many  tumuls,  rempublicam 
quarrels  and  contentions  among  them.  Hence  Horace  writes  gerunc,  quod 
exprefly: r that  ‘Tlayes  engender  contention  and  anger;  anger  JP\os  111  rc®' 
cruel l enmity  and  dole  fall  warre.  Hence  we  finde  it  recor-  mlccimus,ut- 
ded  of  { Dionyjitu,  c 2S Jero,  [aUgula,  and  Other  bloody  pote  tyrannidis 
tyrants  ; that  they  delighted  much  in  Tragedies  and  Stage-  Iaudatores  A 
pUycs ; as  being  futtable  to  their  tyrannical!  dig? options. Hence  has  namqj  Ci- 
c Tertullian ; "Cyprian  and  K [1 emeus  tAlexandrmm  ; do- 
cladme  againfi  Tragedies  and  Comedies  as  the  augment  or  s of  ^ colleen- * 
wtekednes  and  lufl;  as  bloody  wanton,  impious  and  predigaU  tes,&  puichras 
pafiimcs  which  occafion  fvndry  tumults  and  [editions*  Gre - & magna$,& 
i gory  7s Jaz.ian.zjn  inrormes  us ; f T hat  Playes  and  Enterludes  vcrefimiles  vo- 
difturbe  Citties,ray[e  up  [edition  among  the  people,  teach  men  ^onTuccnfes 
how  to  quarrel!,  fharpen  M-fpeakjug  tongues , cut  afunder  the  refpublica*  ad 
love  of  the  Cittiz,e»f,[et  families  at  variance  betweeue  them - tyrannides  & 
[elves,  drive  yong  men  into  fury,  kindle  quarrels  and  conten - populares  prin- 
tioHs,&c.  Whence  hee  ftiies  them;  A f 'edition  produ-  ^Patustrahento 
cmg  mart  her,  4»d  4 difeafe  efCittim.  1 Saint  Chrjfeftomt 

P Epift.7,  adLucilium,  <1  Sympof.l,7.Qu*ft.84  p Ludus  enim  genuit  trepidum  cer- 
tamen  8ciram:Ira  truces  mimicitias,&  funebre  bellum. £/>/$./.  7 5-  £ 

lian  Varise Hiftorije.l*!  ;.c.i8.  6 Suetonij  & Eutropit  Claudius,  & Caligula«Dion 
Caflius4Rom.Hift.l,;7<l&  59.Tacitus  Annal.l. i4<c.a4$.  * Tragxdia?  & Comaedix 
• ifcclcru  & libidinu  au&riccSjcrucntz  & Iafcivr,impije  & prodig2e*DcS^fl<fc.c.i7«i8 . 

De  Spedac4lib.&Epift.l.z4Epift,i.*  Pa:clagogU.3«c.ii.  TSpeftaculum  iiludurbes 
yiftrahit3plebcm  ad  feditiones  concitatjpugnas  docet3  linguam  maledica  acuit,amo- 
rcmcivium  diffecat,  familias  inter  fe  comittitjin  furorem  adigit  juyenes,  inimicitias 
lccendit,&c.Qootenimfamilias  fubito  proftravit  ? Quot  urbes  prius  fumma  inter  fe 
7Cnevolentiaconjunclas,funditus  cvertit?Nimirufeditio  quafi  pubefcensplebis  man$ 
>otcntu  c»dib9  inquinavit,gladioviduavit  urbes,extinctisviris,igne  ferroqjCiritates 
ibfwpfitjczdib*  ejedes  coercens  atq;  puniens,&  maftationesm2<fhtionib9.Quis  igitur 
I kjec  intueri  fuftincat  £ fapiat?cum  mera  fit  heic  praeftigiarum  concertatio/editio  ex- 
tern pariens,&  Civitatum  morbus*  Ve  RcbU  Sducatione  ad  Sclu6um . fag.  i * 1064 . 

!■  Horn. 3. b,y. & 8, in  Matth.Hom.^.de  Daride  & SauIe*Hom  42*in  Ada4Hom#«r<. 
idPop.Antioch.&Oratio7.See  here,p,4i  j, & 42-1* 
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records  from  bis  owne  experience.  That  Players  and 
play -haunters  were  the  onely  men  who  did  fid  the  Citty  with 
contentions , quarrels, [edit ions,  tumults : that  Playes  did  heed 
debate  betweene  mas  and  wife ; and  that  Players  and  'TIaj - 
haunters  by  afting  and  feeing  Playes  became  more  barbarous 
then  the  mofl  f ivage  beafls , infomucb  that  they  [pared  net  the 
bones  of  the  dead . Theodoricus  Ktng  of  Italy , ftiles  Stage- 
*Invintiocon-  playes,  * The  invitation  of  contentions,  the  perennious  fonn- 
tentionum,  & tame  of  brawles  and  quarrels,*  and  the  frequent  eccafion  of  fs - 
fons  lrnguus  dilions  and  tumults.  Such  Authors  of  mifrule,quarrels,fe- 
fioJoYus  Variaru.  ditions  and  contentions  were  Playes  in  ancient  times,  of 
which  there  are  divers  pregnant  examples.  Wee  all 
* Variarum.1.1.  know,  b that  the  rape  of  the  Sabine  Virgins  was  cccafion  ed 
Kpift.$s.  by  a Play  ; whtch  produced  a long  and  bloody  wane  betweene 
Komulus^Liv  the  Romanes  and  Sabines*  c The  fierce  andcruell  wane  be - 
K om.Hift.  I i\  tweene  the  Volfci  and  the  Romanes  was  likjw'tfe  occafioned  by  a 
fed^,l.2.  fed,  Flay  ; the  Confuls  upon  the Jpeech  of  Attius  Tullus,  excluding 
$7*  and  the  the  Volfci  from  their  Flayesy  and  commanding  them  to  depart 

Authors  for-  their  Citty,  for feare  of  [ome  fodaine  tumult  that  might  arife 
xTp  i?  3 o^r  betweene  the  Romanes  and  them,  or  fome  unexpected furpnfall 
c Livy  Rom.  of  tbiir  Citty  whiles  the  whole  Citty  were  bufied  about  their 
HifUib.i. fed.  Playes . d In  Tiberius  his  Taigne,  there  were  fo  many  tu - 
37*38,  39«  muls^murthers,  uprores , quarrels,  and  open  wfolences  com - 
cAr  Ht  Ptej-houfes,  occafioned  by  Playes,  and  After j;  ( One 

hb  'iflcap'j*  ? ^ Cent  Hr  ian, with  divers  Soldiers  and  common  people  being  flame, 
and  a Captaine  of  the  Pretorean  band,  wirh  fun  dry  others  being 
Itkjewife  wounded  at  a Play)  that  Tiberius  was  enforced  to  ba- 
■2  Suetomj^Ne-  n[[h  all  Stag>players  cut  of  Italy : In  the  time  of  e Nero, 
there  were  fo  many  [editions,  quarrels,  commotions,  and  mif 
demeanors  m the  Reman  Theater , that  Nero  himfelfe  (who 
had  oft  an  hand  in  them)  fuppreffed  all  Playes,all  Stage  players 
by  a f&lcmne  Sdift,  though  he  much  delighted  in  them . In  the 
Raigneof  f C JHarcns  Aureltiv,  there  was  a very  great  tu- 
mult and  fedition  occafioned  by  Stagc-playes,  in  which  much 
& Epiftle  is,  blood  wa,s  fed,  there  being  many  flatne  and  wounded:  upon 
to  Lambert,  which  occafion  this  Heathen  Etnperour,  banifbed  all  Stage- 
flayers  [or  ever  from  'Rome , andfent  them  into  Helltfpont  to 

Lambert 


to.  fed.  1 & 
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Lambert  the  Governour , with  a command  to  compel/  them  to 
labour , to  chafiice  them  if  they  were  idle,  and  not  to  fuffer  them 
to  ufe  their  accufiomed  toyes.*CaJar  Tdulcngcrw  informes  us; 
that  under  Hypttius  WBellifarius,  there  were  at  leap  35. 
thoujand  men  fiaine  in  a commotion  and  tumult  ray  fed  at  a 
Cirque-play.  In  the  time  of  8 Theodor  jghs  King  of  Italy, 
there  were fo  many  tumults,  quarrels,  and  commotions  ray  fed 
at  Stage-playes  • that  hs  was  enforced  upon  the  complaint  of  the 
people,  to  write  to  the  Senate , and  other  of  hu  Officers , to  [ftp- 
preffe  their  infolencies,  and  to  pumfb  the  mutinies,  the  commo- 
tions can  fed  by  them : A t laft  being  not  able  to  reforme  their 
diforders  ,he  gave  order  wholy  to  fuppreffe  them.  And  from  thefe 
fever  adds  for  tiers  and  quarrels  came  thefe  common  phrafes  ; 
* Sedittcnes  drfaftiones  Pantomimorum,  & jeditioms  theatri , 
bella  Theatncervm,&c.  which  we  read  ofinfundry  Au- 
thors; and  in  Saint  Auguflinei  De  (fat echi^andis  Rudii>us% 
ltb.T  om.^.pars  2.^4^.340.341.  IIRabanus  Maurus9De 

Sacris  Ordinibus.lib.i.  Tom.6. pag.  63 . A.  B . where  the 
fundry  tumults,  quarrels,  and  other  mifehiefes  that 
Stage-playes  and  Cirque-playes  occafion,  are  pithily 
dilcribed.  But  thefe  are  all  ancient  forraigne  teftimo- 
nies  and  examples,  may  fome  fay  : are  there  any  fuch 
moderne  domeftique  prefidentsto  be  found?  Yes  verily. 
W itneffe  the  Statute  of  * 4.  Henry  4.  cap.  27.  which  re- 
cites ; that  divers  difeafes  and  mifehtefes  (to  wit  commoti- 
ons, murthers,  and  rebellions)  hadbapned  before  this  time 
in  the  Land  of  Wales , by  many  Wafers,  11  Rtmourss  Minftrels , 
and  other  T’acabonds : for  the  efehewing  of  which ; it  was  or- 
darned  and  eftabltfhcd  by  this  Statute  ; That  no  Mafter  Ri- 
me ur,  c Mtnflrell,nor  V*cahondy  fheuld  be  in  any  wife  fufiained 
in  the  Land  of  Wales,  to  make  commoithes  or  gathering  upon 
the  people  there . Witnefie  the  * Statute  of  3.  Henry  8. 
cap. 9 . againft  Mummers , (all  one  with  Stage-players : ) 
which  recites.  That  lately  within  this  Realme , divers  per - 
fins  haddtfguifed  and  apparelledthcm , and  covered  their  faces 
wtth  V tfours  or  other  things  tn  fuch  manner  M they  (houldnot  be 
kpowne,  and  that  Miters  of  them  in  a company  together  yearning 
Xxx  % them - 


* De  Circo  Ro- 
mano. &Ludis 
Circcnfibus. 
cap, 47.  Dc  Fa- 
ftionibus. 

5 Caffiodcrus 
Variarum.  I.r. 
Epill.  20, & 30, 
1.3„Epift,5i.  & 
L7.Epift.10. 

* See  Philo 
dams,De  Agn- 
cultura.lib.p. 
27 1.  Sue  tom) 
Nero,  fe  <51.16* 

6 z6.  Iotephur 
Antiq  ItictasG* 
rum.  1 .19.^3. 
Cafliodorus 
Variarum.  1, 3* 

Epift.j  ijiu- 
lengerus  De 
Circo, &c.  cap. 
47. & De  The- 
atro/1. 1.  c.  3 3^ 
& Liphiis  De 
Amphitheatre*, 
cap. 3.4. 

* l-Henry+cap, 
27.  in  the  S:a- 
tuies  at  large, 
and  Raflall 
Wales.  fe<ft  .30. 

Who  were 
then  the  Play- 
ers.and  A<5fcors 
that  wadred  a- 
bouttheCcuja- 
rry. 

* 3. Henry  0*  t 
cap, 
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themfelves  Mummer  t bad  come  tn  to  the  dwelling  pldce  of 
dtvers  men  of  honour , and  other  fubfiantiati  perfous , and  fo  de- 
parted unknowne , whereupon  murthers9felUniesirapesy  and  o - 
ther  great  hurts  and  inconveniences  bad  aforetime  growne9 
and  hereafter  were  like  to  come  by  the  colour  thereof if  the  [aid 
di for der  fhould  continue  not  reformed ; for  the  prevention  of 
which  mifchiefe,/f  was  enabled  - that  all  c Mummers  or 
per fonsy  that  jhould  hereafter  thnt  apparell  or  difguife  them - 
felveSy  or  ware,  or  fell , or  keepe  any  vifor  in  their  houfes  fhottld 
be  imprifonedfor  3.  moneths  fpacetwithout  bayle  or  mainprije , 
and  make  a fine  and  ranfome  to  the  King . Y ea  witneffe  the 
great  rebellion  of  Robert  Ket  fin  3. of  Edward  the  6.  which 
as  1 Hollingshead  with  others  record;  wen  plotted  and 
contrived  at yand  partly  occafioned  by  a meeting  at  a Stage-play , 
at  \Vimonhzm,  to  which  the  (fountry  people  reforitng 3 they 
were  by  the  tnfiigatitn  of  one  Iohn  Flowerdcw,  firft  incoura - 
ged  to  pull  downe  the  Inclofures , and  then  to  rebell.  The 
Statutes  of  14*  Eltx,.  cap.  5 , of  39.  Eliz,*  c.  4.  & 1 . lacobs . 
cap.y.  which  make  common  Players  of  EnterludeSy  Rogues 
and  Vacabondsy  fubteUtng  them  to  a fevere  pHwfhment  for 
their  letvde  manner  of  life ; dee  likewife  recite  : *That  by 
meanes  of  theft  common  Enter  lade  Players,  and  fuch  other 
‘Rogues,  Vacabonds , and  Sturdy -beggers,  there  daily  hapned  in 
the  Realme  of  England  and  V/ales,  many  horrible  murik>rst 
thefts , and  other  great  outrages , to  the  high  chjfleafure  of  Al- 
mighty Gody  and  to  the  great  anoy  of  the  Common-wea/es 
which  theie  Statutes  endeavour  tofuppreffe.  Not  to 
mention  cither  Petrarch.  SDe  Remedio  Vtrtufa  For  tuna, 
itb,  1 . Dialog.  30.  or  the  Author  ef  the  3 . Blafl  of  Retrait 
from  rplaycs  and  Theaters , who  infonnes  us;  1 That  he 
hath  fometimes  feene  two  Knaves  at  once  importunate  upon  one 
light  Hufwifci  whereby  much  quarred  hath  grewne  to  the  dtf- 
quieting  of  many : Nor  yet  to  recite  the  late  Statute  of 
i.Carolt.cap.  1.  which  informes  us  : that  many  quarrels 9 
blocd-fheds , and  other  great  inconveniences  have  growne  by 
the  refort  and  coucourfe  of peoplegoing  out  of  their  owne  partfhet 
to  Bears-baytingy  Bull- bay  ting,  Enterludes9  Common-play  $9  y 

and 


1 AltxMidtryii- 
wH  his  Hiftory 
of  j\ets  ftirs. 
HoUmpbt&d.  p. 
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mhJ  futb  dtfordered  And  UnlAwfitll  exercifes  And  pajhmes : (a 
fuificient  confirmation'of  my  Minors  truth.)  Our  ownc 
experience  can  fufficiently  informe  us  ; that  Playcs  and 
Play-houfes  are  the  frequent  caufesof  many  murthers, 
duels,  quarrels, debates,  occafioned,  fbmetimes  by  rea- 
fon  of  fome  difference  about  a box,  a feate,  or  place  up- 
on the  Stage  : fometimes,by  intruding  to  boldly  into 
fome  females  company  : fometimes,by  reafon  of  fomt 
amorous,  fcurrilous  or  difgracefull  words  that  are  utte- 
red of, or  to  fome  female  Spectators ; fometimes,by  rea- 
ifon  offomefpeeches  orpafiages  of  the  Play  particu’ar- 
yapplyed  to  fome  perfonsprefent  orabfent:fometimes, 

)y  reafon  of  fome  Husbands,  Whore-mafters,  or  cor-  m c r « 
ivals  m igalottjie,  or  affront, whofe  Wife*whofe  W hore, 
br  Miflris  being  there  in  perfon,  is  perchance  follicited,  tus  ira,  nec  re - 
,ibufed,or  jeared  at  in  his  prefence  : fometimes  by  rea-  gi  curat,  pad- 
bn  of  the  Apprentifes  refort  to  Play-houfes,  efpecially  tilrve  ^xnot3 
mShrove-tuefdayjfometimes  by  meanesof  ether  acci-  timct  . 

lents  andoccafions.  Many  have  beene  the  murthers,  ^pfoTircob 
nore  the  quarrels,  the  duels  that  have  growne  from  viosenfes.  $*- 
>ur  Stage-playes,  whofe  large  encomiums  of  rafh  va-  nccaMcdea.Afa 
our,duels, fortitude, generofity,impaciency,hGmicides,  3-Cberw.fik 
yranny  and  revenge, doe  fo  exafperate  mens  raging 
•aflions,  and  make  them  fo  impatient  of  the  very  final- 
:ft  injury,  that  nothing  can  fatisfie,  can  expiate  it  but 
he  offenders  blood.  Hence  is  it  that  fome  Playersffomc 
'lay-haunters  now  living,  not  ratified  with  the  mur- 
her  of  one,  have  embrued  their  barbarous  unchrilHan  * Ma^ec  ©rbi* 
ands  n in  tb*  blood  of  two}  of  three,  if  not  of  foure  ftverall  mut^° 
ten ; and  fo  farre  are  they  from  ruing  the  odioufneffe  of 
Mefe  their  bloody  deeds,  that  they  glory  in  the  number 
teir  murthers  as  the  very  trophies  of  their  V4lour.  'Titty  is  it,  fferimen  efl, 

virtus  vocatur 

im  publice  geritur.  Tmpunitatcm  fceleribus  acquirit  non  innocentix  ratio,  fed 
viux  magnitudo,  Vt  quis  poteft  occiderc  perittaeft,  ars  eft,  ufus  eft.  Scclus  no® 
in'um  geritur,  fed  docetur.  Quid  poteft  inhumanius,  quid  acerbius  dici  ? difci- 
eft.  ut  perimere  quis  pofllt $ & gloria  eft, quod  peremit.  Cyprian*  Fpijf.l. t.Mpft, 
•T>mato.  Sec  Onus  Ecclcfix,c.i8Xe<ft,7.8.vvhichvveniayvvcll  apply  to  cm  times. 
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that  fuch  favage  homicides  who  reft  not  with  the  hrft 
° Putls  ^ mans  death,  ° fhould  ever  live  to flag  a fecondy  much  lefle  a 
hoSddx*1™*  : YeaPitcyis  ir  chat  fuch  Piayes,  fuch  Spcclades 
quodcrei’  pc-  ^ouid  be  fuffred,which  thus  animate  men  on  toqnar- 
cuslanicr*  5:  rels,  duels,  contentions,  injuries,  impaciency,  blood- 
imcello  «ie ft i-  (lied,  and  moft  unchriftian  revenge.  As  therefore  P the 
natum,  ut  per-  fibers,  Cbri/}ians,with  fome  rp*gan  Authors^  did  genraty 
1 uii  aw  condemn? • andgo?d  Cbrsftsan  Emftrours  utterly  tafy  awdy  at 
•ulaveritjTan-  Mooodj  Sword~flayesy  Cirque-pUgej,  Cbarict-plajes,  and  fuc'o 
ta  eft  apud  ho-  like  barbarous  inhumane  Spe8ac/es‘}  bgreafon  of the  mrsrtkcrt, 
mines  homici-  blood- fted)  quarrels , contentions ytumu/ts ^debates  f and  (neb  He 
di;  vindicu,  favage uzchriftian cffi&s  vbich  theg  occafio*cd-y  io  like wi(e 


c*luta  ipia  qux*  may  wc  now  ihpprelfe,  condemne,  and  quite  aboiifh 


turarQuisnon  Stage- piayes  upon  the  felfefame  grounds,  as  the  fore* 
praeferat  Oecu-  quoted  Authors  and  Pagan  Emperours  have  done  be- 
iijuftitia,quam  fore  us.  Wherefore  I iliall  briefely  clofe  up  this  Scene 
nS^ruft-^  oU  ^is  5 Play- confounding  Argument, 

dio  armitam  That  which  is  an  ordinary  occafion  of  much  cruelty, 
quarrelfomenelte,  impaciency,  fiercenefle,  impla- 
cabienefle,  and  revenge:  of  many  tumults,  fediti- 
ons,  quarrels,  murthers  jnjuries,brawles,and  fuch 
like  barbarous  unchriftian  effects,  mufl  needs  he 
Jin  full  and  unlawful!  unto  Chrifttans , (who  flow'd  be  men 
ef peace sfmecktBeJfe^i!  t»g  to  fuferyo  gaffe  bgytfnot  to 
garden  wrongs:)  intolerable  in  any  Chriftian  or 
peaceable  Common- w-eale. 

But  fuch  are  Stage -piayes,  as  is  manifeft  by  the  pre- 
miles. 

Therefore  they  muft  needs  be  finfuil,  unlawfull  unto 
Chriftians ; intolerable  in  any  Chriftian  or  peace- 
able Common-wealc. 


co  reft  atur,  qua: 
pro  homine  fae- 
viendo  religio- 
fi  eft.  Tertul.De 
Anlrrjijtdvtrf. 
Tjtba*Odp.fai. 

3f°. 

P See  herejAd 
3. Scene  i.pag. 
74.75-  where 
the  Fathers  & 
Authors  to 
this  pur  pole 
are  quoted,  to 
fvhich  I may 
add?  Prude  a 


i 


tius.  Contra  Svmmachum.  lib.i.  Bibi.Pitrum.  Tom.4p.61  2.B.C.&  l.i.p.jij  ,F  G 
& Hvmnus  f.p.S8o.Cifliodcrus  Variarum.  I.5.  Epift.41.  Seneca.  De  Brev.Vitx. 
c.i  5.i4.1ftodor  Hifp.Origimum.  I.i8,c. 17.41  • Opmeerus4Chionog.p,i86. Baroni- 
us  3c  Spondanus.  Ann1l.Ecciefi2ft.Anno  $9. fe&.8.  Anno  325.  feft.52.  Anno  ?6f. 
fech5.Sc  Anno404.reft.a<(  Gotfridus  Viterbienfis.Qiron.pars  16.  Anno  Drm.390. 
See  Bulcngerus  De  Circo.lib^  S Sec  A&.3 , Scene  2.  p.  71.  J $ *74-  where  this  pro- 
portion is  fully  proved- 
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Acxvs  6.  SC1NA  VtfDECIMA, 


II 


THe  1 1 . fruit  of  popular  Stage-playes,  is  this ; that 
they  fill  mens  mouthes  with  idle,  frothie,  fcurri- 
!ous,lewde,  prophane  difcourfes,  complements,  Hifto-  r £ 
ries,  Songs,  lefts, r which  are  odious  unto  Godyjea  execrable  Cap.  5.3.4,  PfaL 
0 All  chafte,  all  mode/}  Chrifttans . Stage-playes  f are  the  45.  z. 
Leftures,  the  Marts,  the  common  treasuries  of  all  ribal-  fSce  Aft  3. 
dry,fcurrility,prophanefie ; which  furnifh  their  A&ors,  Scc^?n1‘  ^ 
their  Auditors  with  fuch  plentifull  variety  of  corrupt, ' wCnc 
irreligious,  atheifticall,  uuchriftian  and  gracelefle  dif- 
courfes, which  they  communicate  to  others  upon  alloc- 1 & 

ca(ions,that  they  fcarce  ever  (peake  of  holy  things-This  tantqUicqujj 
Ovid  himfelfe  confeffeth ; informing  us;  'that  we*  fag  dcdicere  thea- 
thofe  ribaldrous  fo»gsyand  Htter  thofe  amorous  verfestdifcotirfes  tris.Inde  joci 
at  home, which  they  have  learned  at  the  Tlay-houfe*  W hat  Ss-  vetcrcs  °bfc«- 
*eca  writes  of  the  words  of  flatterers  and  lewde  compa-  n3r]Ue  vcrvT2 
mens,  I may  well  apply  to  Adtors.-  u T heir  ffeecbes  doe  rcshac  Vcneri 
much  hurt.  For  if  they  doe  men  noprefent  barmeyjet  they  leave  gratior  ulla 
the  feeds  ofeviPi  in  tkstr  mindesy  and  an  evtll  afterwards  to  a-  fuiz.Ovid  FaQo- 
rifeyfollowes  them  even  then  when  as  they  are  departed  from 

them . For  as  thofe  who  heare  feme  plea  font  con  fort  carry  away  U ^,or“  *crrno 
1 , , t r r r i r r ■ 1 ■ J , » i . 1 murtum  nocet, 

witn  them  the  fweetnejje  of  the  foog  tn  their  eares , which  hnu  jsjam  ctiam  ^ 

ders  their  thoughts , and fujfers  them  not  to  be  intent  upon  feri-  non  ihtim  of- 

ficit,  femina  in 

Janimo  relinquit,fequi:urq;  nos  etiam  cum  ab  ill  is  difcefi’erimus,refurrefturu  poftca 
_malu.Qucmadrnodu  qui  audierunt  fymphoniam  fcrunt  fecum  in  auribus  rnodulati- 
nem,ac  dulcedincm  cantus, quas  cogitationes  impedit,nec  ad  fcria  patitur  intendi : 
:d  adulatorum  & pravalaudantium  tcrmo  diurius  h^ret  quam  auditur  : nec  facile 
fljinimo  dulcem  fonu  excutere,profeqtmur  & durat,&  ex  intcruallo  recurrit.  Ideo 
laudendas  fum  aurcs  malis  vocibus,  & quidemprimisj  namcum  initium  fecerua^ 
’oiifl^qj  funt,plus  audent,  Scneca-Zpijl.il}, 


Fol. 


Hiftrio-Maftix. 


Fart. 


* Difcit  enim  eta  things : f?  the  obfcenities  of  Stage-players  (*  which 

cicius,mcrm-  en  are  aptefi  to  remember,  as  agreeable  to  their  tufts, 
us  'll  l ud 1 ^Ou  od  cohere  as  they  are  extraordmary  ffrgetf mil  of  all  the  good  they 
cjuis  dcridet,  ^eare  )fiickj  Longer  by  men  then  whiles  they  he  are  them.  Neither 
qua  quod  pro-  is  it  an  eafie  matter  to /hake  their pleafant  found  out  of  their 
bat  & rcnerc-  mindes  : for  it  follows  them , it  fiayes  with  them,  and  recedes 
tur .Horace. Epift  hacks  agatne  into  their  mtnd.es  and  tongues  after  forte  little 
Sefhcr /Alt’  Therefore  the  eaves  are  to  be  kept  Jhut  agatnfi  fuch  evtU 

4:4.  fpeecbes,  and  that  verily  agatnfi  the  veryfirfi:  for  when  they 

have  made  a beginning  and  gotten  entrance,  they  will  make  a 
7 De  Veto  further  attempt,  Y La3antipu,'L  Chryfofiome,  a (flemens  A - 
Cultu.c.io.ii.  lexandr inns,  and  b BB.Babtngton  informe  us ; That  Play- 
x Homil.  De  haunters  carry  away  with  them  the  Idaaes  and  fimihtudes  of 
David.&^aulc  thelewde  reprejentateons  they  behold  in  Stage-playes , which 
5 iTd  See  ' fiKkf  ^*ePe  wt0  t^SfY  mtfides ; that  they  fiteke  in  the  venemc ef 
here  p.  '414,  Stagc-plajes  with  great  delight, <ypratttfe  the (peeches,tbe  eon- 

* Pxdagogi.  vayances  of  Uve , which  there  they  fee  and  learne : And  having 

lib  5.  cap, 11.  once  polluted  their  fpeech  with  the  language  of  the  T heater ; 
b H^Pofl^on  (for  l will  never,  writes  BB.  Babinoton,  call  it  peltfhing,) 
m .inclement  they  are  never  better  then  when  they  have  company  to  befiow 

p!g,  67.  * their  tales,  and  Stage-greetings  upon : And  for  this  reafon 

among  others,  they  difiike  of  Stage-playes.  As  thefe 
recited  Authors,  fo  our  owne  experience  can  fuffragate 
to  the  truth  of  this  effed : For  who  fo  vaine,  ftffrothie, 
fo  prophane,  fo  atheifticali,  blafphemous,  lafcivious, 
fcurrilous;  who  lefle  holy,gracious,or  edifying  in  their 
ordinary  difeourfes,  then  Players  and  Play-haunters? 

* Sec  The  5.  * vvhofe  tongues  are  tipt  with oathes, execrations,  ri- 
Blaft  of  Re-  haldry,  lafcivious  tales,  amorous  fongs,  wanton  hifto- 
trait  from  ries,  unfeemely  jefts,  adulterous  iniinuations,  in  vedive 
Phyes  & The-  taunts  and  fcoffes  againft  holinefie,  fobriety,  chaftity, 
TrSrZfrd  hla”  eiodefty,  grace,  and  goodnefle  5 w ith  the  very  language 
Schooled  A-  the  Stcwcs,  of  Atheifts,  cf  Pagans,  not  of  Chriftians. 
httfegi&PUycs  Seldome  fhali  you  hearc  from  fuch  mens  mouthes  any 
Confuted:  to  religious  difeourfes,  any  conference  of  God,  of  Chrid, 
tl|U  purpofe.  of  the  Scriptures, of  grace, of  glory, of  pradical  divinity, 

of  fin,  cf  ftith,of  repentance,  of  the  meancs  or  fignes  of 

grace 
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grace  and  falvation,any  prayfing  or  blefling  of  God  for 
his  mercy  to  us  in  his  Sonne ; any  bewayiing  of  their 
ownc  finfull  condition$,or  of  their  flavery  under  flnne  : 
any  exhortation  unto  goodneffe ; any  difluations  from 
any  finne ; or  the  like ; c the  principal  things  that  Chrifti-  e Dcat.  6 . 6, 7, 
4ns  fhould  conferre  eff:  Their  tongues  are  fo  accuftomcd  8,9.PfaI.7M4 
to  the  theames,  the  flattering  Eloquence*and  phrafes  of  PkJ*?  7 
the  Theater;  fo  taken  up  with  the  relations  of  the 
things  they  heareorfee  at  Srage-rlaycs ; that  they  cannot  i7>  * 

rcltjhthe  d language  of  Canaan,  the  dialed  of  Heaven,  cteor  10,11,1  a.  Pfal. 
breoke  the  Scripture  phrafe,(whofe  plaint (fe  they  deride  and  9-u-  Pfal- 
Jcorns:  ) much  lefl'e can  they  fpare  any  vacant  time  to 
habituate  their  unholy  lips,to  ieafon  their  i mcircumci-  2 * 

fed  hearts  and  eares,  with  holy  conference.  It  is  Gods  a jfay  I9>18. 
owne  command  to  Chriftians  : 8 That  they  fhould  put  a-  ® Affucticnim 
way  allvaine,  all  evili  fpeaking : that  no  corrupt  communicate  duicibu*  & po- 
on  fhould  proceed  out  of  their  mouihes.  but  that  which  is  oood  htis>fiy£oran- 
to  the  Ujc  of  edifying,  that  it  may  admtniftcr  grace  to  the  he  a-  carminibUs 
rers : k That  fornication  and  all  unclcaneffe  fhould  not  be  fo  divinarum  lit* 
much  as  once  named  among  them , as  becommeth  Saints : Net - terarum  £m- 
ther  filthineffe , nor  fooltfh  talking,  nor  tejhng , which  are  not  pkeem  com- 
conventent , but  rather  giving  ofthankes . * That  their  fpeech  ^monem^oro 
fhould  be  alwayes gracious  feafonedwitb fait : k t/4nd  that  his  f0rdido,  afper- 
tfords  and  hts  Gommandemcnts  fhould  be  alwayes  in  their  nantur.  Ide- 
hearts^  to  teach  them  diligently  unto  their  Children  : to  talke  nimquxrunt 
of  them  (not  ofPlay-houle  paffages,  or  fuch  vasne  fruit-  fluo<i  fenfum 
leffe  trifles ) when  they  fit  in  their  houfes , and  when  they  walks  a<u^m"DtVe  - 
by  the  way,  and  when  they  lie  dsw  ie,and  when  they  rifs  up : that  ro  culm,  Cap.zi< 
they  fhould  binde  them  for  a figne  upon  tbetr  hands,  and  that  Itacn,  mifer 
they  fhould  be  as  frontlets  betweene  then  eyes:  and  that  they  ego  ledums 
fhould  write  them  upon  the  pofis  of  then  houfe,  and  upon  their  Tullium,  jeja,- 
gates  ; that  fo  they  might  1 meditate  and  dtfcourfe  of  them  nbdiunfere- 
day  and  n*ght  upon  a&  occafions.  But  alas  our  Stage-piayes  bras  vigilias, 

poll  kchryma?, 

quas  mihi  pratteritorum  recordaciopcccatorum  ex  imis  vifeeribus  eruebat ; Plautus 
fumebatur  in  manus,G  quando  in  memetipfumreverfus,Prcphetas  leserecaspiffem, 
{ fcrmohorrebatincuItus4H«rflW^pi/l.aa.wp.i}.  f 5 Ephef.^.ip^  1. 

* Ephcf.f.3,4.  i C0I.4A  k P>cutA^7>8?9*C'n.l8>i9*i°-  ! Pfal.  1.1,2,. 
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m Pcrfuadet  incorporate  themfelves  fo  firmely,  m And  fo  decpt 
hive  d?l&  a-  *”t0  ettr  an ^ Pfoj’hwttters  mmdtsy  that  they  quite 

mmo  penicus  inverc  thefe  facred  precepts  • fupprefling  thofc  hca- 
damdeleftat,  venly  Chriftian  conferences  which  they  command; 
inGdet.  Lathin*  reviving  and  advancing  thofe  vaine  lafcivious  difcour- 
iWyTeFero  fes  which  they  prohibite.  This  the  fore-quoted  Au- 
Cuku.c4f.il.  thors;  this  prefent  experience  teftifie.  Wherefore  I 
fhall  end  this  Scene  with  this  fhort  Syllogifme,  bei*ga 
t sirgumtnt  Argument  againft  Stage-play es. 

57*  Thofe  things  which  banifh  all  holy  conferences,  all 

pious  difeourfes  out  of  their  A&ors  and  Specta- 
tors mouthes,  and  furnifh  them  with  all  variety  of 
idle,  vaine,  unprofitableJafcivious,fcurrilous,  pro- 
phane,  atheifticalh  irreligious  phrafes,  Play-houfe 
conferences,  and  Stage-difcourfes,  muft  queftion- 
lefTe  bee  unlawful!,  yea  abominable  unto  Chrifti- 
ans  : as  the  allcadged  Scriptures  teftifie. 

But  this  doe  Stage-playes;  as  the  premifes  and  ex- 
perience manifeft. 

Therefore  they  muft  queftionlefle  bee  unlawful!,  yea 
abominable  unto  Chriftians. 


AcTVS  6.  SCHNA.  DyODECIMA. 

12  ,T',He  twelfc  effect  of  Srage-playes  is  this : Thatthey 
X wholy  indifpofe  their  Actors  and  Spectators  to  all 
religious  duties : that  they  withdraw  and  keepethem 
* See  Moianus  from  Gods  fervice : that  they  bringthe  * Word,  the 
Hi  ft.  S.  I magi-  Worfhip,yea  all  the  ordinances  of  God  into  contempt; 
a1un.L4.c4  . making  them  vaine  and  ineffectual!  to  their  foules. 

1 Firft,  I fay,  that  Stage-playes  indifpofe  men  to  the 

acceptable  performance  of  every  religious  duty ; be  it 

' prayer, 
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prayer,  * bearing)  and  reading  o f Gods  Word,  receiving  the  * £>am  cnim 
Sacraments,  and  the  like.  This  fundry  Fathers  fully  te-  auditumadm 
ftifie:  and  I would  to  God  all  Chriftians  would  well  dcbitos  fern**, 
weigh  their  words  which  much  concerne  their  foules  ncs 
in  the  very  maineof  Chriftianity,  to  wit,  Gods  wor-  no^porr?”unt 
fhip,and  their  vow  in  baptifme.  TertnEian  informes  us;  addivma.  W 
* That  Stage-play es  defile  the  eyes,  the  cares , the  foules  of  the  cilLateranenfe 
Spectators,  and  make  them  to  appeare  polluted  in  gods  fight,  f“b  innocmio 
That  none  of  the  things  deputed  unto  Stage-play  es  are  p leafing  7 • 

unto  God,  or  befeeming  the  fervants  of  God,  becaufe  they  were  hs.ci^&pat" 
aflinfiitHted for  the  D evill,  and  furnifhed  out  of  the  CD evils  $ 96.3 9 7, 3 9 J*.' 
treafury  • for  every  thingthat  is  not  of  God , or  difi  leafing  un-  0 Quotadhuc 
to  god  is  of  the  Devill:  Stage-playes  they  are  the  pompe  of  the  y)0dis  perora- 
DcViE, again fi  which  we  have  protefted  in  the  fmtlc  of  cur  faith:  e* 

That  therefore  which  we  renounce  yve  ought  net  to  participate  of  ftacuiis  depa- 
neither  in  deed , nor  word , nor  fight,  nor  view , And  doe  we  not  tantur,  placit& 
then  renounce  and  teare  off  the  feale  a game,  in  cutting  off  the  Deo  effe  aut 
teftimomall  of  it  ? Shall  we  then  defire  an  anfwer  from  the  very  ^ongruens  Dei 
Heathens  tbemfclvcsl  Shall  they  refolve  us, whet  her  it  be  law-  D^mmo  placi- 
fuU  for  Chriflians  to  ufe  Stage-playes  f But  verily  they  mofi  of  t«m  non  fit, 6 
aR difeerne  a man  to  be  a Chrtfiianyeven  from  this  renouncing  omnia  propter 
of  Stage-playes  : he  therefore  doth  manifefily  deny  himfelfe  to  Diabolum  in- 
be  a fhrtfltan , who  takes  away  this  badge  by  which  he  fhould  ^[aboli 
be  knowne  to  be  aChrifhan.  Now  what  hope  is  there  remai-  jnftrufta  mon* 
nmg  in fuch  a one  ? No  man  hath  revolted  unto  the  enemies  ftrabimus : ni- 
Tents,  unleffe  he  fir  ft  cafl  away  bis  armes , unleffe  he  hath  firfi  hil  enim  non 
forfaken  the  colours  and  allegcance  of  his  Princ&,unleffe  he  hath  Dnboli  eft, 
covenanted  to  perifh  together  with  them.  P Will  he  thinks  ear-  noneftvelDeo 

difplicetthoc  crit  pompa  Diaboli  adverfus  qua  in  lignaculo  fidei  ejeramus.  Quod  au- 
tem  ejeramus  neq;  fafto,neq;  di&o,neq$  vifu3neq$  afpeftu  participare  debcmus.C^- 
tcru  nonne  ejeramus  & refcindim&s  fignaculu,refcindendo  teftationem  ejus  ? Nun- 
quid  ergo  fupereft  utabipfis  Ethnicis  refponfumflagitemus*  an  liceat  Chriftianis 


fuis,nifi  deftitutis  Ggnis  & Sacramentisprincipis  fui,nifi  pa&us  fimul  perire  ? ibid. 
C«»4*  f An  ille rccogitabit  co  tempore  de  Deojpofttus  lllic  ubi  nihil  eft  de  Deo?  pu- 
dicitiam  cdifcet,attonitus  in  mimos  ? 5ed  tragaedo  vociferante,  exclamationes  ille 
alicuj?  prophet*  rctra&abit?Intar  effaeminationis  modospfabviu  fecucomimfcetwe?’ 
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& cu  athle  x nrflly  »f  God  Mt  that  time,  v>ht  ufluccA  where  there  it  nothing 
agents  illedi&tt-  dt  ati  ofCjodtwHlbe  thorowly  learne  chaflity  who  admires  Stage* 
rus  eftj  repcr-  pfayes  ? will  be  call  to  minde  the  exclamations  offome  prophet, 
cut  lend  urn  non  whiles  the  Tragedians  are  crying  out  l mil  he  meditate  of  a 
dc  mifericor-  nalme,  who  fits  amt  deft  effeminating  meafures?  or  can  he  he 
dia  moveri  de-  moved  with  companion , who  it  wboly  intent  upon  the  hiring  of 
fixus  in  mor*  B cares, and  the  fpunges  of  retiaries?  God  tame  away  from  all  hie 
fus  urfoium  & great  a defire  of  pernicious  pleafure . q For  what  a defferate 

ti'ormriT  Aver-  meW  “ it>for  A ma”  ,0g*e  CMt  «/<&  Church  ef  God,mt» 
tat  Deut  a fuis  *^e  C^aPPel1 0ft^ie  T>evill?  0Mt  ofHeavea( at  they  fay ) into  the 
tantam  volup-  mire  and  clay  ? thofe  hands  which  thoft  baft  lifted  up  unto  the 
tatis  exitiofe  Lord  in  prayer,  to  weary  afterwards  in  applauding  a Stage - 
"Hitatem.  p!aj(r? 

out  out  of  the  fame  mouth  with  which  thou  haft  uttered 
\ oS'/eft  V-  Amen,  to  the  holy  one , to  give  teftimony  to  a Sword-player  l or 
nim  de  ecclefia  to  /**>(«'*  ettuvas,)  for  ever  and  ever,  to  any  one  but  to  God 
Dei  ad  Diaboli  Chrift  l why  then  may  not  fuch  become  liable  to  the  poffeffion 
Ecclefiam  ten-  0f  Devils,  &c  ? For  no  man  can  ferve  two  {Jtatfters.  What 
OtVdaiunOin  t°  doe  with  darkeneffe ? What  relation  bath  life  to 

cxnum  > illaj11  death  ? r we  ought  to  hate  thefe  affemblies  of  Pagans,  even 
manus  quas  ad  hecaufe  the  Tjame  of  God  is  there  blaffhemeet,  and  becaufe  d\- 
dominumex-  vers  temptations  are  fent  out  from  thence.  How  wilt  thou  dec 
tuIeriSjpoftmo-  being  deprcbsnded  at  unawares  in  that  over- flowing  of  impious 
.Si  onc™h-f*lfra£es’  *9t  a*  though  thoufhouldef  there  fuffer  any  thing 
marc  ? ex  ore  ftom  wen  5 for  K0  maf1  kyoweth  thee  to  be  a Cbriftian ; but 
quo  y.mcn  in  c on  fide  r fenou fly, what  may  be  done  concerning  thee  in  Heaven • 

fanftumprotu-  For  doft  thou  doubt  but  that  in  the  very  moment  when  as  thou 

IcriSjgladiato- 

ri  teftimonium  reddcrc5  U(  et'iavc te  alijomamodicerenifi  Deo  Chrifio?  Curigi- 
tur  non  ejufmodi  etiam  Dasmonijs  penetrabiies  fiant?  Nemo  enim  poteft  duobus 
dominis  fervire.Quid  iuci  cum  tenebris?quid  vitae  & morti?  fbidein.cap.z6.  t Odifle 
debemus  iftos  conventus  & caetus  Erhnic  )fum,  vel  quod  illic  nomen  Dei  blafphe- 
maturjinde  tentationesemittantur.Quid  facies  in  illo  fufFragiorum  impiorum  aeftu- 
ariodepraehenfusjnon  quafi  aliquid  illic  pati  poffis  ab  hominib9,  nemo  te  cognofcit 
Chriftianum,fed  recogita  quid  dc  te  fiat  in  caelo,  Dubicas  enim  illo  momento  quo 
in  Diaboli  ecclefia  fueris,  omnes  Angelos  profpicere  de  caelo,  & fingulos  denotarc? 
quis  blafphemiam  dixerir,  quis  audierit,  quis  Iinguam,qnis  aures  Diabolo  adverfus 
Deum  adminifiraverit  ? Non  ergo  fugles  fediliahofiiumChrifti,  illam  cathedra® 
peftilentiariam,  ipfumque  aerem  qui  defuper  incubate  fcclcflis  vocibu*  co»ftiipra- 
sua  ? Ibidem*  sap*  x7% 
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art  in  the  church  of  the  Devil!,  at  the  Angels  fake  do  wne  from 
Heave*,  and  take  fpeciaO  notice  of  every  one  there  prefent ; ob~ 
ferving  xoho  b:  u that  (peaker  blafphemy,  who  that  hearcs  it , 
who  it  is  that  lends  his  tongue , ku  eares  to  the  Devtll , againfi 
Cod  l Wilt  thou  not  therefore flie  thefe  feates  of  the  enemies  of 
Chrtft,  this  pefttlentiaUchaire , and  that  very  aire  which  hangs 
over  it,  adulterated  with  wicked  words  and  founds , &c  ? Thus 
he : whole  words  fufficiently  teftifie,  that  Stage-playes 
indifpofemen  to  all  religious  duties ; becaufe  they  de- 
file their  eyes,  their  eares, their  hands,  their  foules,they 
being  the  * pompes,the  inventions  of  the  Deviil  which  5/^* 
are  incompatible  with  Chriftianity  : becaufe  they  teare  ^ to  567. 
of  the  very  feale  and  cognifance  of  their  Chriftianity  : 
and  wholy  inthrall  them  to  the  Devils  vafialage.  Saint 
Cyprian  writes  thus  of  Stage-playes  to  the  felfefame 
purpofe.  {What  hath  the  Scripture  interdicted  ? Verily  rt  * Quid  Scrip- 
bath  prohibited  that  to  be  beheld , which  it  inhibit  cth  to  be  aCied.  tura  interdixit? 
1 fay , it  hath  condemned  all  thefe  kyndes  of  fpeUacles  when  as  Prohrlb™c  cf 
it  hath  taken  away  fdolatrj  the  mother  of  all  Playes , from  ^^prohTbcc 
whsnee  thefe  Monfters  of  vanity  and  levity  have  proceeded*por  gCri.  Omnia 
what  ffsftacle  is  there  without  an  I doll  l what  Play  without  a inqua,  ifta  fpe- 
facrifice,&c?tvhat  doth  afatthfulChriflian  make  among  thefe  f ftaculorum  gc- 
ifhe  flieth  Idolatry, why  doth  he  fpeakeit  ? he  who  is  now  holy, 
fan  he  reape  pleafure  from  criminous  things  ? why  approves 
be  fuperftttioHs  agatnft  God,  which  be  affettetb  whiles  that  he  lUcioru  omniu 
beholds  them! But  let  him  know, that  all  thefe  are  the  inventions  matrem  5 unde 

of  Devils,  not  of  God.  c He  impudently  e x ore isceth  Devils  in  hsevanitatisfic 

levitatis  mon- 

$ra  Yenerunt  Quod  enim  fpe&aculum  fine  idolo  ? quis  Iudus  fine  fecrificio  ? quod 
certamen  non  confccratu  mortuo  ? Quid  inter  HarcChriftianus  fldelis  facit ) fi  ido- 
loUtriam  fugit5quid  loquitur  ? Qui  jam  fanftus  fit,  de  rebus  cnir.inofis  voluptatetn 
capit  ? Qaid  contra  Drum  fuperftitiones  probat^quas  amat,  dum  fpedfcat  > Casterum 
fciat  hare  omnia  daemoniorum  invents  cfle,  non  Dei*  Cyprian  VeSpcBatulis.  lib.  Edit. 
Tamely  pag.x+i  *144.  * Impudenter  in  Ecclefia  Dasmoma  exorcizat,quorum  volup- 
tates  mfpedtaculis  laudat : & cum  femel  illi  renunciando,  recifa  fit  res  omnis  in 
Baptifmate,  dumpoft  Chriftum  ad  Diab®li  fpeftaculum  vadit,  Chriflo  tanquam 
Diabolo  renunciat.  Idololatria,  ut  jam  dixi,  ludorum  omnium  mater  eft;  quae 
ut  ad  feChriftianosfidcles  verdant,  blanditurillis  per  oculorum  & auriumvolup- 
iatcm3&c.  Ibidem, 
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the  Church,  whofe  pleafures  he  applaudes  in  Stage-playes  : And 
when  04  by  renouncing  him  once, every  thing  of  hie  woe  pared  of 
in  Baptifme ; whiles  that  after  (fhrift  (I  pray  obfervc  it  all 
you  Chriftians  who  retort  to  Stage-playes)  he  reftrtetb 
to  the  ffsttacles  of  the  Devill , he  rtnounceth  (fhrifl  os  if  be 
were  a Devill.  Idolatry , as  f have  already  {aid,  is  the 

CM other  of  all  <V layes , which  that  tt  may  allure  faithfull 
Chriftians  to  it,  flatters  them  with  the  pleafure  of  the  eyes  and 
caret.  Romulus  did  fir  ft  of  all  confecrate  Cirque-play  es  to 
Confus,  os  to  the  God  of  Counfell , for  the  Sabines  that  were 
to  be  ravifhed.  But  other  Stage-playes  were  procured  at  the 
intreatie  of  the  people , when  as  a famine  and  pefttlenee  h<*J 
feifed  upon  the  Citty,  and  thefe  were  afterwards  dedicated  to 
Ceres,  to  Bacchus , and  to  other  Idols  and  dead  men.  Thefe 
a Pr£  Tides  fu-  Cjrecian  combates,  either  in  fongs,  inmuficall  Inftruments,  in 
os  habcnt  varia  voyces,  or  in  ftrength , u have  diver s Devils  for  their  Prefi- 
e*ilEC  ^€HtS  ’ ever  €^fet^ere  ts, which  either  affefis  the  eyes, 

SZj  r pel  °r  fleafeth  the  tares  of  the  beholder  sjf  its  orignall  or  inftituters 
rtantium  aut  be  fought  after , hath  either  an  I doll,  a Devill,  or  a dead  man 
oculos  movet,  for  the  Father  of  it.  Thus  the  cunning  Devill,  becaufe  he  knew 
aut  deimit  an  -that  naked  Idolatry  by  it  felfe  would  be  aborred,  bath  mixed  it 

"iffua&0in:  Stale-flayts  that  fo  thorow  pleafure  tt 

Erroneous-'  wight  be  beloved,  what  need  I profecute  this  any  further  f 
ratur,  caufam  * If  tdoou  aske  a V lay -haunter,  what  are  the  parts  of  a Chrifti- 
jorxfert  aut  I-  an,  he  knoweth  not,  or  elfe  he  is  fi  much  the  more  unhappy, that 
dolum,autDa>  he  knoweth:  If  I fhould  againe  demand  of him,  by  what  way 
mortuum  ^Ita  came  t0  t^*t  j be  mR  confefje  through  the  Brothel - 

Diabolus  artifex,quia  Idololatriam  per  fe  nudam  Tciebat  horreri,  Tpeftaculis  mifcu- 
it,ut  per  voluptatem  poffet  amari.  Ibidem,  * Partes  Chriftiani  fi  perroges,  nefcit ; 
aut  infxlicior  fi  fcit : quem  fi  rurfum  perrogem,  quo  ad  illud  fpedaculum  itinere 
pervenerit ; confitebitur  per  lupanariura^per  proftitutamm  nuda  corpora^  per  publi- 
cam  libidinem,  per  publicum  dedecus  5 per  vulgarem  Iafciviam,  per  communem  om- 
nium contumeliam.  Cui  ut  non  obijciam  auodfortaffe  commifit,vidit  tamen  quod 
committendumnon  fuit3  & oculos  ad  Idololatriac  fpc&aculum  per  libidinem  duxit : 
aufus  Tecum  Spiritum  fan&um  in  lupanarium  ducere  fi  potuifiet:  qui  fcftinans  ad 
fptdaculum,  dimiffu$3  & adbuc  gerens  Tecum  ut  affolet,  Buchariftiamj  inter  corpora 
©bfcxna  raerctricum  tulit,  plus  damnationis  meritus  dc  fpe&aculi  voluptate.  Fu- 
gienda  Tunt  ifta  Chriftianis  fidelibus,  ut  jam  frequenter  diximus,  tam  vana>  tam  per- 
fas*  ilega  fpe&acula : & oculi  aoftn  test  & aures  M. 
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heHfejhroMgh  the  naked  bodies  of  frofirtuted  Harlots,*  through  * ForPhy- 
the  common  Stems,  through  publtks  (hame,  through  vulgar  hoiifesanacni- 
lafcsvionfnefie,  through  the  common  refroaeb  of  all  To  whom  ZZfroZls, 
that  / may  not  obiect,  that  which  perchance  he  hath  committed , or  cjfc  tiley 
yet  he  hath  feene  that  which  was  not  to  be  committed,  and  hath  had  the  Stems 
led  his  eyes  though  lufl  to  the  ffettacles  of  Idolatry : daring,  if  adjoyning  to 
he  had  beene  able , to  carry  the  Holy  Ghoft  along  with  him  into  t^em* See  ^ac 
a Brotheh boufe ; who  hafining  to  a Stage-play,  as  foone  as  he  >9°' 
is  difmijfid  the  Church , and  whiles  he  carnet  h the  Euchanfi 
about  him , as  he  hath  went  to  doe  • hath  brought  it  among  the 
$b feene  bodies  of  Whores  ; deferring  more  damnation  from  the 
fleafesreof  the  sfe [lade*  Thefe  fovaine,  fo  pernicious , Jo  fin- 
er negteus  'Tlayes  and  fje&acles  are  to  be  avoyded  of  all  C h ri- 
ft tans,  as  we  have  already  oft-times  find ; and  both  our  eyes 
and  eares  are  to  be  kept  from  them^rc.  If  then  the  Scripture 
prohibites  the  a&ing,the  feeing  of  Stage-playes ; as  be- 
ing the  invention  of  the  Devil! ; the  parts,  the  ifliiesof 
. Idolatry  : If  thofe  who  refort  to  Playes  renounce  Chriffc 
lefus  himfeife,  as  if  he  were  a Devill;  if  they  doe  as 
much  as  in  them  lies,  even  carry  the  holy  Ghoft  him- 
feife; and  the  very  Sacrament  of  Chrifts  Body  and 
Blood  into  a Play-houfe ; and  fo  prophanc  them  in  the 
higheft  manner,  as  this  Father  teftifies  : no  wonder  is 
it,  if  Playes  unqualifie  men  for  holy  duties.  Ifrodor  Hi - , 

fralenfis,  and  HRabanus  MaurttSydifcourCmg  of  Cirques,  ^adverten^d 
of  Theaters,  of  Cirque- playes,  and  Stage-playes,  write  resChufthne" 
thus  of  them  : >'  that  unclcane  Deities  poffejfe  them.  There - quod  Circum  9 
fore  O (Jhrtfiian,  let  this  be  a flrange place  to  thee , which  many  nununa  im- 
{pirits  of  Satan  have  taken  pojfejfion  of.  For  the  Devill  and  mi*nda  poilidc- 
kit  A ngels  have  filled  it  aH  up.  1 Far  the  tyetlacles  of cruelty  l^fsTrit 

tibi  locus  que  plurimi  Sathanae  fpiritus  occuparerunt.  Totum  enim  illius  Diabolus 
& angeli  ejus  replent .Ifiodsr  Hifp.  Qriginum  lib.  1 8.  c.4 t.  ^ H xc  quippe  fpe Macula  cru 
delitatis  & infpe&io  vanitatumjnon  folum  hominuai  viti)s,fed  Usemonum  juftis  in- 
ftituta  funt.  Proindc  nihil  cfTe  debet  Chriftiano  cum  Circenfi  infania,  cum  impu- 
dicitia  Thcatrijcum  atrocitate  arenae,cum  luxuria  ludi.Deum  enina  negar3  qui  talia 
praefumit ; fidei  Chriftians  pr£v;ricarorefteftus3  qui  id  denuoappetit  quod  in  Ir.- 
vachro  jampridem  rcnunciayitjid  eft  Diabolo,  pompis,  & operibus  ejus.  ibid  r.  59. 
& HMmu Mmta*  DeFnivcrfoJib.io  cap.^8^0pernta*Tcm.i .At, 

and 
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and  the  infpetlion  of  vanity  were  not  ordained  onely  by  the  v ices 
of  men,  but  like  wife  by  the  commands  of  Devils . 7 here  fore  a 
Chriftian  ought  to  have  nothing  to  doe  with  the  madneffe  of  the 
Circs# , with  the  uncleaneffe  of  the  Theater , with  the  cruelty  of 
the  Amphitheater , with  the  barbaroufnejfe  of  the  Arena,  with 
the  luxury  of  the  Tlay.  For  he  denteth  God  (a  terrible  fen- 
tence  worthy  all  Players,  all  Play-haunters  faddeft  con- 
(i  derations)  who  prefumet  h to  aft  or  fee  fuch  things  : being 
made  a Prevaricator  of  the  Chriftian  fatth,who  agatne  de fires 
that  whtch  he  hath  long  fince  renounced  in  bis  baptifme ; that 
x,tbe  Devtll.his  pompes,andworkes»  And  is  iuch  a de- 
fperatc  Play-haunter,  thinke  yon,  fit  or  able  to  ferve,  to 
pleafethc  Lord,  or  to  performeany  holy  duty  to  him  in 
a holy  manner  ? Olympic  dorm  in  his  Enarratton  upon  the 
4.  of  Ecclefiafles , Keepe  thy  feete  when  as  thou  entrejl  into 
inftru  the  houfe  of  God,  is  pregnant  to  our  purpofe.  Keeps  thy 
memisneif(dem  &****&*•  That  is, faith  he;  a Lei  m not  abufe  to  evilly 
quibus  in  bo-  thofe  very  inftruments  which  we  ufe  in  good  ; as  if  he  fhould 
no  utimur,  a-  fay ; Dos  not,  I befeech  thee , gee  to  Stage-playes  and  obfeene 
batamur  in  Spectacles  with  the  fame  fete  wherewith  thou  frequent  eft 
of  °t^Jqaxfo  ^ empk  °f  God.  fender  ft  and  that  the  fame  Ukewife  is  to  be 

pedibus  eifdcm  done  of  the  other  members  of  the  body  .And  truely  thofe  who  will 
q nbus  templu  goe  to  the  ffiurcb  of  god  with  an  undefiled fbote , ought  altoge - 
De  1 frequen-  ther  to  witb-hold  them fe  Ives  from  wtekyd  and  prop hane  places, 
tasjtheatralcs  M being  contrarj  unto  Cod . Therefore  thofe  whov  fre- 
obfe^na  fpc-  quent  Play-houfes  can  never  ferve  God  as  they  ought 
Macula.  De  a-  if  this  Father  may  be  credited.  S.  Augufttne  writing  a- 
lns  quoqs  hu-  gainft  Stage-playes,  and  thofe  Deviil-Idols  that  were 
mam  corporis  boch  honoured  and  delighted  with  them,  informes  us : 
aatd  VffS  faciCm  f^at  Ghrifttans  in  his  time,  had  utterly  abandoned  allStage- 
cndmn.Efpro-  flw*  h and  that  no  filthy,  nowteked  thing  was  propounded 
feftoquiim-  to  be  feene  or  imitated,  where  either  the  precepts  of  the  true 
pollnto  pedc  . 

fabcunt  Ecclcliam  Dei,  d’bcnt  ab  impijs  locis  & profanis  fe  penitus,  ut  Deo  contra- 
ry, continere.  Olympiodorus,  Enar.  in  Ecclef.  cap.  4.  Bibl.  Patrum.  Tom.  1 1 pag.  40  y.  E . 
^ Nihil  enim  eis  turpe  ac  flagitiofnm  ipeftandum  imitandumque  proponitur,  ubi 
veri  Dei  autprsceptainfinuanmr,  awt  miracula  narrantur,  aut  doaa  laudantur,  aut 
fecncficia  ppftuUntur.  Vt  CivitaieVekUb.i.cap.zB, 
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God  were  intimated,  or  his  miracles  declared , or  his  gifts  fray - 
fed  or  bis  benefits  craved.  * That  when  Chnfttamty  came  *Nififortfc 
up’the  PUy-houfe:  almefi  there*  all  fittes  fell  downe ; they  J,"' 
being  the  very  dens  offilthinefs , and  the  pubhke  profeffms  of  per  0mnes  pc- 
wicked  per  fins : whereupon  the  Tagans  complained,  that  the  ncCivitates 
fhrijhan  times  wen  evitt  times : And  whence  is  it , (writes  cac*unt  ^ea- 
he)  that  the  Play-houfes  fall dv&ne,  bat  through  warn  of  thofe 
things  by  whefe  lafcivions  and  facnlegtous  ufi  they  are  fup-  pUbilcx 
ported  f Did  not  their  Cicero  when  as  he  commended  one  fefliones  flagi- 
Rofcius  a Stage-player,  fay  ytbat  he  was  fo skilfull,tbat  he  onely  tioioru,  V nde 
Wits  worthy  to  come  upon  the  Stage : that  he  was  fo  good  a man,  ' L-^tre 

that  he  onely  was  worthy  not  to  come  upon  it?  [hewing  mo  ft 
plainely  nothing  elfe  * but  that  the  Stage  is  fo  pithy , that  by  fo  hfcivo  & fa- 
much  the  lejfe  a man  ought  to  be  there y by  hew  much  the  more  cnlego  ufa 
he  is  a good  man : and  yet  their  gods  were  attened  with  fitch  conftru&a 
difho»efly9as  he  thought  ought  fit  to  be  removed  from  good  men. 

But  moft  pundhiali  is  that  in  his  Itb.^dDe  Symbelo  ad  Cate - cum  a0fcium 
chumenos.cap.i.Tom.g.pars  1.^.1427.1428. where  he  quenda»Ia«- 
writes  thus.  * T hou  art  deprehended  and  detected  O Chn - darct  hiftrio- 
ftian  when  as  thou  doefl  one  thingyand frofifiefi  another : being  nem  f*  Pcri“ 
fatthfull  in  name,  and  [hewing  the  contrary  in  deed ; not  kee-  pU,m 
ping  the  faith  of  thy  promifaone  whiles  entring  into  the  Church  nus  C^UI  ja  fce„ 
to  pours  out  prayers , and  a very  little  while  after  consming  into  nam  deberet 
aPlay^koufe  to  cry  out  dtfhoneftly  with  Stay  e-players,  what  intrare : itari- 
j baft  thou  to  doe  with  the  pompes  of  the  DtviH  which  thou  haft  {d1™ 
renounced  ? Why  doe  you  halt  with  both  hoofs s ? If  God  be  Gody  •nus^qu^e©1^ 
follow  him : if  the  world  be  God,  follow  it . If  Cjod  be  chofen y non  deberet  ac- 
let  him  be  ferved  according  to  his  will:  if  the  world  be  chofen,  cedere  ? quid 
to  what  end  is  the  heart  fetnedyas  it  were  fitted  for  God  ? c what  aliud  apcrtifS- 
haft  thou  to  doe  with  the  pompes  of  the  ‘Devitl,  who  profit  fit fi  m<i  •c.fen<pC1j* 
thyfelfe  a lover  of  fhrift  ? Dee  not  deceive  thy  felfe , for  God  Jktam 
hates  fuch  per  fins,  neither  doth  he  refute  thofe  among  his  pro.  turpern^ut  taa- 

to  minus  ibi 

effe  homo  debeat,  quanto  fuerit  majus  vir  bonus : & tamen  dij  eorum  tali  dcdccore 
placabantur3  quale  a viris  bonis  removendum  effe  cenfebat.  Augufti#.  Dt  Confenju 
Evangcliftarum  liki.  cap.31.T0mA * 5$o4y$i.  4 Sec  here,pag449.5o.  mthemargent. 
• Quid  tibi  cum  pompis  Diaboii  amator  Chrifti  ? Noli  te  tallere,  vidit  $nim.  tales 
Dcus,nec  inter  fuos  dcputatprofcfforesjquos  cernit  viae  fus  defertores.  Ibidem. 
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feffcrs,  whom  be  feeth  to  be  the  for f akers  of  bit  way.  All  which 
is  a fufficient  evidence,  that  Stage-playes  wholy  in* 
difpofemen  to  the  true  worihip  of  God.  Salvtan  Bi- 
*De  Guherna-  (hop  of  LMarfelles , is  very  copious  in  this  theame.  f We 
done  Dei.1.6.  fay  (writes  he)  God  hath  forfaken  M,  when,  in  very  deed  we 
EdU.Parifijs,  foyfa^e  God.  per  fuppofe  we,  that  the  Lord  will  refpett  fu> 
&<9  his  words  not  deferv**g  hts  favour  ? let  us  fee  if  he  can.  Loe  infinite 
are  * very  em-  / hou funds  of  Qonfttans  daily  abtde  at  the  fhewes  of  unfeemely 
ph.uicall  in  things.  Can  God'  then  favour  finch  kjnde  of  perfons  ? Can  God 
Latine;  which  cafi  hts  gracious  countenance  upon  fuch  at  rage  in  firques, 
Bookelt  felfe  commit  adultery  in  T heaters  ? Or  is  this  our  meanings  or 
is  common,!  doc  we  thtnkje  it  meete , that  for  as  much  as  God  feeth  ns  in 
will  forbearc  (firques  and  Theaters , that  what  things  we  fee  he  beboldeth ; 
to  tranfcribe,  and  what  filthinefje  we  beholdfe  feeth  it  alfo  for  company  ? For 
one  of  tbefe  tnuft  needs  be : . for  if  he  vouch fafe  to  loo  he  upon  us, 
it  foRowes , that  he  muft  behold  all  tbefe  things  where  we  are  : or 
if,  which  is  znofi  true , he  turne  away  his  eyes  from  tbefe  things , 

* 0 that  our  * ^ e WHft  Hkewife  turne  away  hts  countenance  fr  om  its  who  are 
Play-hawnters  there.  And  the  cafe  (landing  thus,  yet  ncvertbclejje , we  doe 
would  conn-  tbefe  things  which  1 have  faid , and  that  without  ceajing . Or 
^cr  this.  thinke  we  that  God  hath  his  Theaters  and  Cirques,  as  had  the 
gods  of  the  G entiles.  For  thus  did  they  in  old  tmejbecavfc  they 
were  perfwaded  that  their  Idols  delighted  in  them : but  how  is 
*And  jfour  it  that  we  doe  fo , who  are  * certame  that  our  God  detejfetb 
them^vvh*  them  ? Or  verily  if  we  know  that  thefe  abominations  doe  pleafe 
feould  we  then  will  notgainfay  but  we  may  re  fort  unto  them  continually • 

affeft  them.  But  if  it  be  m our  conference,  that  God  abhirretb,  that  he  de- 

who  profeffe  tefietb  • that  Cjod  is  offended  as  the  Devill  is  fed  by  T heaters ; 
our  feives  to  * m mrjhtp  God  in  the  Church , who  alwayes 

dren  ? 1 ” ftrve  the  Devill  in  the  obfeenity  ofPlayes , and  that  wittingly 

* Marke  this  and  willingly , out  of  deliberation  and  fet  purpofe  ? tA*d  what 
O PI  y-  hope  / pray  you,  (hall  we  have  with  God,  who  not  ignorantly , or 
haunters.,  at  unawares  offend  hm  ; but  after  the  example  of  thofe  Giants 
beret  of ore, whom  we  read  to  have  attempted  Heaven  with  their 
mad  endeavours , and  as  it  were  to  have  marched  forwards  a - 
gainfi  the  clouds  ? So  we  through  the  inturies  which  all  the 
world  over  we  continually  commit , doe  as  it  were  oppugne  Hea- 
ven 
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wen  with  a common  confent,  * To  Chrifi  therefore,  O won-  * Lee  thofc 
firous  madneffe  ! even  to  Chrifi  doe  we  offer  Cirques  and  then  v?ho  cole- 
Stagc-playes ; jest  and  even  then  especially  when  as  we  receive 
any  goo  due ffe  fiom  hts  hands,  whin  any  projperity  is  bsfiowed  fu^cftion  or 
upon  us  by  him,  or  when  as  God  hath  given  us  any  vittory  over  Afcention 
cur  enemies?  A ndwhat  elfe  by  this  doe  we  fhew  our  felves  to  with  Stage- 
dse,  but  even  to  belike  the  man  who  is  marie  us  to  the  per f on  pfeytt,  8c  Cadi 
who  hath  done  him  good ; who  rayles  upon  him  that  freaks  him 
fairs,  or  fir  ikes  him  over  th:  face  with  a f 'word  that  kfffeth  him . and  confetfe  * 
For  l asks  the  great  and  rich  men  of  this  world , of  what  offence  their  Error. 
is  that  ferv ant  guilty  which  wifheth  ill  to  a good  and  gracious 
M after-,  which  rayhth  on  him  that  defer veth  well,  andren- 
dreth  dtfpitefull  words  for  his  good  received  ? without  centra- 
verfie  all  men  will  tudge  him  a mofi  hainsm  offender , who  rev- 
dreth  evil!  for  good  to  him,  to  whom  indeed  he  might  not  ren- 
der evtU  for  evilU  * Thus  verily  doe  even  we  who  are  cal - * O let  us  thet* 
led  Chriflians,  we  fiirre  up  a mercifull  God  again fi  us  by  our  rcnJ^n^r  this, 
uncleans ffe ; we  offend  a gracious  God  by  our  filthineffe , and  ^cvej 
we  wound  a loving  God  by  our  wicksdneffe.  To  Chrifi  there - afoamed 

fore,  Gmonfirota  madneffe  1 even  to  Chrifi  dee  we  offer  Cir - of  it. 
q tiers  and  Stage-players ; to  Chrifi  doe  we  render  for  his  bene- 
fits the  filth  me  ffe  of  Theaters ; even  to  Chrifi  doe  we  facrtfice 
the  oblation  of  mofi  bafe  (ports.  As  though  our  Saviour,  who 
for  m became  man,  had  taught  us  thus  to  doe ; As  though  he 
had  preached  this  either  by  himfelfe,  or  by  his  Apofiies:  As 
though  that  for  this  end  he  bad  taken  upon  him  the  fhatne  of 
mans  nativity,  and  the  contumelious  beginnings  of  an  earthly 
generation:  As  though  for  this  end  he  had  layen  in  a manger, 
at  what  time  notwithfianding  the  very  Angels  mimftred  unto 
him:  As  iffor  this  purpofe  he  would  be  fwadltd  in  ragges  of 
cloth,  whodidgoverne  Heaven  in  his  cloutes : tAs  though  for 
this  end  be  had  hung  upon  the  Croffe,  at  whofe  hanging  the 
whole  world  was  aftomjhed : 5 W ho  for  your  fakes  ( faith  g z Cor.8,f. 
the  e Apofile)  when  he  was  rich,  became  poore,  that  yee 
through  his  poverty  might  be  made  rich.  h And  be-  n Phil. a/. 
ing  ( faith  be)  in  the  forme  efGod  hee  humbled  him-  " 
felfe  to  the  death,  even  the  death  of  the  Croffe*  Even 
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der chis^ 


this  did  Chrift  teach  us  when  he  fuffred  thefe  things  for  our 
fakes . Well  doe  we  requite  his  pafftonjvho  receiving  through  hie 
death  rcden.  ption,  leade  a weft  filthy  life . 1 For  the  grace  of 
God  that  bringeth  falvation  hath  appeared  unto  all 
men,  faith  bleffed  /W,and  tcacheth  us,  that  we  fhould 
deny  ungodlineffe,and  worldly  lufts,and  that  we  fhould 
live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent 
world  looking  for  the  bleffed  hope  and  appearing  of 
the  mighty  God  and  of  our  Saviour  Iefus  Chrift ; who 
gave  himfelfe  for  us  that  he  might  redeeme  us  from  all 
iniquity,  and  purifie  us  a peculiar  people  to  himfelfe 
zealous  of  good  workes.  Where  he  they  who  doe  thefe 
things,  for  which  the  Apofile  faith,  that  Chrift  came*  where 
he  they  who  flic  the  deftres  cf  this  world}  where  he  they  which 
live  godly  and  righteoufly,  that  looke  for  this  bleffed  hopehy  well 
doing*,  and  leading  a pure  life ; J hewing  thereby  that  they  looke 
and  long  for  the  Kingdome  of  Cod:  where  he  fuch } kOur 
lord  Iefus  Chrift  came  ( faith  he)  that  he  might  purifie 
us  a pecular  people  to  himfeife,zealous  of  good  workes. 
Where  is  that  pure  people  ? that  peculiar  people ; that  coed  peo- 
ple ; that  people  of holmeffe?  1 Chrift  (faith  the  Scripture) 
fuffred  for  us,  leaving  us  an  enfampie,  that  wee  fhould 
follow  his  fteps  : A nd  we  folhw  the  fieps  of  our  Saviour  in 
Cirques , and  in  Theaters  \ at  if  our  Saviour ’.had  left  m fuch 
an  example , whom  we  read  to  have  wept,  hut  that  he  laughed 
we  never  read.  And  both  thefe  for  our  fake; : hecaufe  weeping 
is  4 pricking  of  the  heart , laughter  a corruption  of  manners* 
Therefore  faith  he;  m Woe  to  you  that  laugh,  for  yee 
fhall  waile  and  weepe.  And, bleffed  are  yee  that  weepe 
now,  for  yee  fhall  laugh.  * But  it  is  net  enough  for  us  to 
laugh  and  he  merry , unleffe  we  reioyce  with  finne  and  madneffe , 
unleffe  our  laughter  he  tempered  with  filthineffe,  and  mixed 
with  impiety . What  error  / fay  is  this , or  what  foHy  ? Can- 
not we  daily  he  merry  and  laugh , unleffe  we  ma\e  our  laughter 
and  mirth  to  he  wickedneffe  r Or  elfe  think?  we  fimple  mirth 
to  he  nothing  worth  ? and  can  we  not  laugh  except  we  finne  ? 
V/bat  a mifcbiefe  is  this,  or  what  furie  ? Let  us  laugh  / pray 

you 
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you  and  be  mrrry  fo  we  finne  not,  what  fooltfhneffe,  nay  m*d- 
neffle  is  it,  to  thwkf  tmrth  and  toy  nothing  w9rth,  anlejfe  God  be 
iniured  thereby}  yea  iniured,  and  that  moft  bainoufly,  * Fey  *0  that  all 
in  Stags  ft  ayes  there  is  a certains  Apoflafie  from  the  faith , pj^-lminters 
and  a deadly  declining  from  cur  beliefs  and  the  heavenly  Sacra-  would  confider 
ments, <&c»  as  in  pag.  51.52.  before.  A nd  what  elfe  is  tt  this. 
but  to  fall  into  deft  rati  ion,  to  for  egos  the  beginning  of  life  ? For 
where  the  foundation  of  the  Creed  is  overthrewne,  life  it  f elfe  is 
deftroyed,T hen  agains  we  mu[l  needs  retume  unto  that  which  we 
have  often  j aid : What  fluch  thing  is  there  among  then  Bar  bars-  n Barbarians 
ans  ? where  be  any  Stages  or  Theaters  among  them  ? where  and  F urkes 
is  the  wicke&neffe  of  diver [e  impurities,  to  wit , the  deflrubhon  of  ncK.  111 

cur  hope  andfalvation  ? Which  Tlayssnotwithftandtng  if  they  s^gVpFycs, 
being  Pagans  did  ufe,  they  fhould errs  with  leffe  offence  to  God  : why  then 
bee  aufe  albeit  fuch  doing  were  a defiling  of  the  fight,  yet  were  fhould  Chti- 
it  not  a violation  of  the  Sacrament*  hut  now  what  can  we  fay  ihans  doe  it  ?- 
for  cur  felves  ? we  hold  the  Creed,  and  yet  cvsrtmr.e  it : ire 
confejje  the  duty  offalvaim  and  vet  deny- 1 * too.  And  therefore 
where  is  our  Chrift  Unity?  who  as  it  f~emeth  have  received  the 
Sacrament  of  falvat ion  to  no  other  purpefe.  but  that  afterwards 
we  might  more  hat  mu  fly  of  end.  We  preferre  paftimes  before 
. the  Church:  wedefptje  the  Lords  Table  and  honour  Theaters  : 
in  a word,  we  lov s ail  things , reverence  all  things,  God  alone 
feemeth  vile  unto  w in  c&mparifon  of  a%  other  things, &c.  Bir 
which  large  difeourfe  of  this  pious  Father,  it  is  moft 
apparant : That  Stage-playes  overturne  mens  faith  and 
reiigicn ; annihilate  their  baptifme ; eftrange  their 
hearts  and  afte&ions  from  Gods  fervice.  and  wholy  in- 
difpofe  them  to  his  worfhip.  Cjrcgory  Nyffen  informes 
us  : 0 That  God  neither  heares  nor  regards  the  prayers  of  thofe  0 De  Oratio- 
qui  in  Theatris  fauftas acchmationes  affe<Tant,&c.  who  ne,hb.  pag 
affett  applaufes  in  Theaters,  and  delight  in  Stage-playes . (fire - p Ad  quos  ?u- 
gory  'Naztianuen,  demanding  this  queftion,  0 unto  what  tem  de  divinis 

rebus  agendum 

fit  ? nimirumadeos3qu:.bus  res  cordi  eft,  & qui  earn  non  nugatorie  veluti  quiddam 
de  multis3voluptatisani  nique  gratia  pr.ft  ludos  equeftres,  poll  Theatra,  poft  canti- 
oncs,  port  ventris  & eorum  qua?  infra  venrrem  hint  occupations,  traftant,  Oratioa, 

ad  Umommos  pa^.6, 
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manner  of  perfons  he  fhould  dtfcourfe  of  divine  things}  makes 
this  reply ; that  it  mttfi  be  to  thofe  who  would  lay  them  ferionfly 
to  heart ; and  not  to  fitch  who  handle  them  flight  ly  at  one  thing 
onely  of  many  for  flea  fire  and  contentment  fake , after  Ctrqst. 
pU)cs,  after  Stage-playes,  after fongs,  after  gluttony  and  car- 
naH  copulation:  Intimating  unto  us\  that  thofe  who  de- 
light in  Stage-playes  and  fuch  like  Spectacles  arc  alto- 
gether unfit  to  heare  Gods  W ord,  or  ieriouily  to  per- 
forme  any  holy  duty;  their  mindes  being  fo  prcpofdTed 
with  Phyes  and  thoughts  of  vanity,  after  their  returne 
from  Play-houfes,  that  they  can  never  bend  them  to 
pious  exercifes  in  that  diligent  manner  as  they  ought. 
And  therefore  he  records  of  the  Citizens  of  Conftantmo- 
q f dque  in  ea  pU,  who  delighted  much  in  Stage-playes  : q That  as  they 
Ornate, quatri  yeputed  Cirques  and  Staoe-plajes , fo  they  Ithwife  eft  censed  the 
u rirtutis  ea-  dtvrne  nnftertes  themfelves , to  be  bat  a pafhme . Saint  Chry - 
ompla  fervarc  fiftome  in  his  forequoted  r Homilies,  is  exceeding  copi- 
pofTmt.  ut  qux  ous  in  this  theame ; w here  he  informes  us ; that  Stage - 
^cut  circos  & playes  fo  pollute  the  eyes , the  eares , the  hearts  eftbe  Attors  and 
v it ia  tr*'9  Ka  Spectators, that  they  make  them  altogether  unfit  to  approach  in- 

myftena  pr  o t0  Q°ds  holy  prefence,  or  to  tread  within  the  porch,  the  doores 
Iudo  habeat.  of  h>s  holy  Temple,  much  more  unfit  to  participate  of  his  moft 
Oratio * $ 1 .in  f acred  Body  and  Blood,  ( which  muft  not  be  lodged  in  a polluted 

La  •idem  A the-  foule ) or  to  heare  his  pure  Word-,  which  eares  defiled,  or  rather 
*De*  PHtr*fis<^  an^  wth  filthy  Stage-playes , can  never  fieri - 

Davide&Saul  attend  too.  Hts  { fore-alleadged  words  to  this  purpofe, 
Tom, 1.  Col.  arefo  emphaticali  and  flexanirnous,  that  they  might 
511.51  Hom.  even  move  an  heart  of  Adamant, and  caufe  the  moft  ob- 
m Pfal.11 8.D,  durat  Stage-haunters  for  to  tremble.  If  wee  adde  to 
Tom  i* Cop*  c the  conftant  praclife  of  the  Primitive  (fhurch,  who  esc* 
1 o^oao  - 1.  * communicated  all  Stage-players  and  P lay-haunters  both  from 
Hom.  1.  De  the  Word,  the  Sacraments  and  all  Chrtftian  fociety  as  altoge~ 

V erbis  Ifaia?;  thcr  mworthy  to  participate  of  either ; refufing  to  admit  of  any 
Videdominu 

tedcntem,&c4 Ibidem.  Col.  1184^  Hom.$8  4in  Matth.  Tom .497.158 *' 

r See  hciCjSccne  4.  * See  here,  Aft  4.  Scene  1.  pa?.  1 $ 4. 6c  Aft  7.  Scene  a.  where 
I have  quoted  feverali  Councels  and  bathers  to  prore  it.  See  Gratian  De  Coafc* 
of  atione.  Diftinft**.  ncere  the 
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AElors  or  oihsrs  into  the  (fhurch  till  they  quite  abandoned,  mt 
9 fitly  the  atttng,  but  the  very  fight  and  hearing  of  Stage-playes, 
and  openly  promifed  and  profeffcd,  never  to  ret  nine  unto  them 
more : Or  if  wee  againe  consider;  M that  Stage-players,^  Set  Apo&o- 
with  thofe  who  married  tVoman-attors  were  utterly  nncap&ble  lorum  Cano- 
of  any  Ecclefia ft  tc  all  Orders  , and  perpetually  dtfabled  toadmi-  nes«Can.i7. 
nifter  either  the  Word  or  Sacraments  to  Gods  people,  by  reafion  Dr'imaio  ^ > 
of  that  tnexptable  fteine  which  the  very  atting  of  stage-play  es  j^S.loan-^ 
had  engrained  on  them:  Wee  mull:  needs  acknowledge,  nes  DeBurgo 
that  the  acting  and  beholding  of  Stage-playes  indi-  Papilla  Oculi« 
fpofe  men  to  Gods  fcrvice,  and  unfit  them  for  his  holy  ^rs  7^c*p ' P’ 
ordinances  : elfe  why  fhould  the  Church  excommuni-  a-.^De  Plan'- 
cate  or  exclude  thefe  per  Tons,  or  thus  difable  them  in  &uEcc!e&e.  1. 
fo  fcrid:  a manner?  Moreover  thofe  * fitn dry  Connects  2. Artic.»8.H. 
and  Authors,  which  debar  all  Clcrgie  men  from  the  aiding  and  f°l«i34*Anfel- 
he  holding  of  Stage-playes,  either  in  publike  or  private,  left  their  ^ 

eyes,  their  e ares  and  hearts,  fet  apart , andconfecrated  to  Gods  ^6  ' f* 

holy  myfttries,fhould  be  defiled  by  them, and  fo  indifpofe  them  to  x See  here.  Ad 
dtfeharge  their  minifteriall  funHion-  are  a moft  pregnant  4*Scene  z.pag* 
evidence  of  this  irrefragable  truth  ; that  Stage-playes  *5°-&Ad7. 
dilable  men  from  the  right  performance  of  all  holy  du-  r^QcJ* tJlCK 
ties.  And  no  wonder.  For  firil  they  dtfteme  the  joule  7 $ee  £erc 
mth  the  filth,  and  involue  it  in  the  guilt  of  divers  fins  ; which  Scene  17.18.& 
makes  it  odious  in  the  eyes  of  God  ; z vfho  as  he  can  in - *-*>334,1.  Ni- 
dure  no  inteyuity  ; fo  he  a regards  no  wcrfbip,  no  duties  of  piety,  J?1*  turPil,s  aut 
no  prayers  that  proceed  from  polluted  hearts.  Cjod  will  be  wor-  ma^iSjsob1*- 
Jhippedonely  in  the  h beauties  ofbolineffe ; wit  h c cleans  hands  noxia.  Cbryfoft. 
and  pure  hearts  s Whence  hee  commands  all  his,  a to  Hom.n.ad  Pop. 
clean  fe  tkemfelvcs  from  all  pollution  of flefij  and  (fir  it,  perfect-  Antioch. Tom,  5. 
ing  holineffe  in  hu  fear e;  c to  wajh  their  heart  from  mckedntffe  6 X’ 
that  they  may  be  faved  : and  not  fo  much  as  to  touch  any  un-  a pfa{<j6  * %* 
cleane  thing,  that  fo  he  may  receive  them.  God  wiH  be  S fanfti-  i0hn  9.^1/ 
fied  of  all  thofe  that  come  neerehim ; he  wifi  have  them  h to  be  Ifay  1.4.  to  1 6. 
holy  in  all  manner  of  converjation,  even  as  he  is  holy,  that  fo  b PCI.  9 6.9. 
they  3 may  be  a holy  Prteft-hood,  to  offer  up  (pirituall  facrtfices  Heb^ioV-  ^ 

^ 2 Cor.7,1 . e Ier44,i4.Tfiiy  1.16.  f Ifay  51.H.  i Cor4Cl7*  * Levit.io.^ * 1 Pet, 
s.i^iCLevit4M4*  iiPet.z^j 9. 
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Pet  1 1 8 ^ e or  refort!  t0  Stage-plajesy  violates  that  very  ortgt- 

la.Chrifti  fan-  nail  covenant  whtch  he  made  to  God  at  fir  ft  in  baftifme,  and 
ouis  tcnMtum  afterwards  reconfirmed  at  every  receiving  of  the  Sacra- 
orbis  eft  pvx-  ment ; as  I have  elfc-where  largely  proved  : therefore 
tium;  Chnftus  ^ can  ncver  (erve  the  Lord  in  any  acceptable  or  graci- 
hoc'r  m om-'1  ous  rnanner>  according  to  his  will.  And  alas  what 
ncmadoinavit.  ChrLtian  is  there,  who  would  frequent  or  harbour  any 
chryfoflem  Hem,  fuch  fmfull  pleafiires  , as  will  quite  difable  him  to 
Co.adPop-Jnti-  fcrve  his  God,  to  pleafe  his  bleffed  Saviour,  3 who  hath 
och.Tom.^.col,  bought  him  even  at  the  deareft  rate  ? What  contentment 
* Oukquid  no-  can  a manta^e  *n  anY  thing ; in  all  the  riches,  honours, 
biTadeft  prx-  plcafures,  contentments  of  this  world,  whiles  * his  foule 
ter  Deum  no-  can  draw  no  comfort, no  heavenly  refrefhment  from  his 
ftrum non  eft  God?  Better  can  the  inferiour  world  fubfift  without 
Juice.  Nolum9  the  light  and  influence  oftheSunne,  or  the  body  of  a 
dn5Gl  nonlatC~  man  vvithout  the  heart,  then  the  foule  of  any  Chriflian 
feipfumqui  without  the  fatisfa&ory  * fonlc-inhvcmng  prefence  of 
omnia  dedit,  his  God,  his  Saviour,  which  is  never  found  but  in  r thofe 
>AuguJl.  mFfal.  broken  humble  {firsts,  who  fervs  htm  in  fyncerity , and  tremble 
85.pJg.6d.  ^ at  bis  Word,  As  therefore  we  everdefire  to  pleafe,  to 
j)efculnisTac5  ferve  our  bleffed  God  according  to  his  will;  or  toen- 
rita  eo"cultu  joy  the  heart-ravifhing  confolations  of  his  moft  blit 
digna .ebryfeft.  full  prelence  ; let  us  prefently  abandon  Stage-playes; 
De  Ormdo  Deo.  which  as  they  hinder  us  in  the  fervice,  fo  they  utterly 
i:b,  5.  Col.  ^tprive  ysofthe  face  and  favour  of  our  God,  which  are 
*1  fay "5  7. 1 5 { A^lc  to  make  m more  then  happy  in  the  middefl  of  all  our 

Non  emin  te-  deepefl:  miferies.  The  plcafures,  the  refrefhments  that 
mere  in  ftcrco- men  reape  from  Stage-playes,  as  they  fhut  out  better 
re  Deus  habi-  contents, fo  they  1 abide  no  longer  then  the  Playes  are  ab}ing% 
tat,  tee  m cs-  ^an(j  folT,etimes  fcarce  fo  long)  and  then  they  oft-times 
ieavea  fling  behindethem,  which  gaulcs  and  prickes 
the  foule  for  ever  after.  1 f then  that  love  ofChrift  which 
u conftrained  holy  Paul,  to  bid  adue  to  all  carnall  pleafures , 
will  not  enforce  u$  to  fay  thus  to  Stage-playes  : as  fZ)*- 
fometimes  did  to  his  lewde  companions;  * Depart 
from  me  yee  wicked,  yee  wor kyrs  (yee  producers)  of  iniquity. 


naculo  fcopjs 
t*undato,  Cbry 
foft  Horn. z*. ad 
Pop.  Antioch . 
Jem.  5«  Co/, 
J70.C. 
fPfil, 4.^,7* 
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for  / will keeps  the  ComandemenU  of  my  (W;yet  let  the  com- 
fort that  Gods  fervice  wil  bring  unto  our  foules,and  this  y ^ >nu 
confutation  joyned  with  it ; that  we  Y cannot  ferve  god  prius  dedkerit 
with  any  fyncertty  of  heart  3<u  long  at  we  delight  in  cur  fed  Stage - rerrena  con- 
playesynovj  at  laft  enforce  us  to  bid  this  farewell  to  them,  temnere,  cadc- 
that  lb  we  may  be  enabled  to  pieafe  that  holy  blelTed  ^ia  mirat*  non 
God,  who  created,  redeemed  us  at  firft,  and  hath  ever-  f.0.tejlt,^econ‘ 
more  preierved  us  iince, 1 that  we  mtght  dee  htmfervtce , reha  niiratur 

Secondly,as  Stage-play  es  indifpofe  men  to,  fo  they  neccffario  cx- 
likewife  withdraw  and  keep  them  from  Gods  fervice,  leftiafpernit  ac 
a especially  on  Lordf-dayes,  Holy-day  es3  andfolcmne  Fefhvals ; defpicit Xhryf. 
which fhould  he  rvholy  and  cnely  confecrated  to  hu  more  fpeciall  cordiffib^6™ 
worfhtp  ; and  fpent  in  duties  of  devotion  3 in  lawding  and  blef-  coL$oi.b.* 
Jlng  him  for  his  mere  [pedal!  favours.  And  doth  not  our  a Luk.  1.74,7*, 
owne  experience  beare  witnefle  to  this  truth?  Are  not  Romj4.7,8. 
our  Play-houfes  oft-times  more  crowded,  more  coach-  ^or.tf.i 9,10. 
ed  and  frequented  then  many  of  our  Churches  ? and  agc^Nicho- 
are  they  not  full  oft-  times,  when  our  Churches  are  but  hmsDeCIe- 
empty  ? Are  there  not  many  hundreds  ferving  the  De-  mangijs.  De 
vill  daily  in  our  Theaters,  even  then  when  as  they  Cele- 
fhould  be  ferving  God  in  his  Temples  ? Doe  not  more  bntatibus ; non 
commonly  refort  to  Playes,  then  Le&ures,  which  is  ill  ? pT^toJosi 
yea  doe  not  too  too  many  negletfl  to  come  to  Sermons,  Ioannis  Lang- 
thatthey  may  runne  to  Stage-playes,  which  is  worfe  ? hecrucius  De 
Indeed  our  b (fhttrch  of  England  (out  of  the  great  refpecT  Vita&  Hoae- 
it  yeelds  to  Preaching,  and  the  abfolute  necedity  of  it  to 
falvation)  enidyr.es  God-fathers  and  god-moihsrsjo  call  upon  capji.Ti * 
their  G od-childr en3  toheare  Sermons  \ (which  fome  pro-  * See  5.  & 6. 
phane  ones  now  begin  to  loath  and  fpeake  againft,  as  if  Bdmrd  6. c,  $ 4 
we  had  too  much  preaching : ) that  fo  they  may  the  better  j\5ce  r.^e  Ex~ 
for  fake  the  Devill  and  alibi*  workes  rr  or  tips  all  their  unholy  °r*atlon  111 
corrupt  affections,  and  daily  proceed  in  all  vertue  and  god - Comraon- 
Imeffe  of  living.  Yea  the  Saints  of  God  in  ancient  times,  prayers  the 
were  quickning  and  calling  upon  one  another  in  this  enci  of 

and  private 

baptifme.See  Canon 4? 4 which  enjoyneth  every  benefited  Mimfter  that  is  a Prea- 
cher topreach  once  a Sunday  at  leaft,  either  in  his  owne  or  fome  other  adjoy- 
Jiing  pariflu 

Aa&*  % manner; 
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ficimfcr  the  people,  Truelyit  is  tnjurioufl / and  evttt  (poke* 
Againfl  the  glory  oiGod  and  the  fdvation  of  the  people.  Beit 
feeing  they  will  *<?£&*»  the  whole  as  good  unto  g«d  as  before 
they  have  bsene  nnmhe  T)evtRy  neither  fogiad  to  remove  fale 
dollrine  from  the  people yand  to  continue  them  in  the  true  • where 
as  they  dtd  before  occupie  the  mofi  part  of  the  forenooney  the 
mo  ft  part  of  the  aftemooneyyea  and  a great  part  of  the  night, 
to  keeps  the  efhmation  and  continuance  of  dangerous  ana  vame 
fuper flit  ions , wen  tt  much  now  to  occupte  one  hovRE  in 


THE  MORNING,  AND  ANOTHER  HOVRE  TOWARDS 


NIGHT,  ^ occupie  the  people  with  true  and  earnefi  prayer  un- 
01  Let  all  our  to  God  in  Chrtfls  Blood , and  in  preaching  the  true  DoUrine  of 
Prelates  and  Chrsfl , that  they  might  know  and  continue  in  the  true  Religion^ 

Mmifters  con-  and  faithfull  confidence  of  (fhrifi  lefu  ? Fifteene  Maffes  w a 
thi^  We  Church  datly  were  net  too  many  for  tbeTriefs  of  Baal;  and 
a sGC  the  Hi-  SHW  LD  ONE  SERMON  EVERY  DAY  BE  m TOO  MVCH 
ftoricali  Nar-  FOR  A GODLY  BlSHOP,  AND  EVANGELICALL 
ratio, See.  prin-  Preacher?/  wonder  how  it  can  be  too  much  opened  unto  the 
Td  Acl  6* 1 f Peotfe  ' an?  mAn 'fa*  Itbou*  is  lofiy  and  mens  bufineffe  lyeth 
an  anfvve^to  a m^Gne  h meanes.  Surely  it  is  ungodly  fpoken : for  thofe 
Letter  &c.  (^At  &eare  the  people  in  hand  of fuck  a tbingyknoweth  right  well , 
Imprinted  by  that  there  was  neither  labours , cares,  needs , necejfity , nor  any 
fteaUh  in  the  things  elf  e,  that  heretofore  could  keepe  them  from  hearing  of 
beginning  of  JMaffe , though  it  had beene  faid  at  4.  aclocky  in  the  morning* 
bttbs'&r  i<*ne^'  Therefore  as  far  re  as  I fee , people  were  content  to  lofe  more  la - 
without  any  bour>  and  ] pent  more  time  then  to  gee  to  the  ‘Devill,  then  now  to 

Authors  or  come  to  God : (as  our  common  Players  and  Play-haunters 
Printers  name  doe.)  But  my  faith  is,  that  both  Mafier  and  Servant  /ha H 
unt0  u 5 ms  findgaine  thereby  at  thejeeres  end ; thovghthsy  heare 

aniwered  ver  M0RNIN<J  $ERM0N  AND  MORNING  PRAYERS  EVI- 
D'ltini  by  ixCuCYt  ..  & • i * 

Crowly,  and  RYDayofthe  weeke.  7 bus  Jarre  tbx  reverend  Bi- 
pri nted  by  Au-  fkopywbofc  words  and  praEUfe  l would  tbcngroJfe  and  fhamelejfe 

thority.Anno  perverters  of  hie  dottrinc  in  the  points  now  controverted, 

1 .5  66.  which 

(hevyes  theihamclcfneflTe  of  him  who  durft  now  lately  in  his  new  Narration  to 
publifh  it  as  the  received  Opinion  of  the  Church  of  England  : it  being  penned  by 
one  Cbawpnsis,  who  if  ubn  Vcron  may  be  credited,  in  his  Apologie  in  Defence  of  his 
Treatife  of  Predeftination,  was  both  a Papift  and  a Pelagian  too* 

(he 
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(he  being  a profeffed  Ar  minion  9 and  A nti-TeU- 

giAtty  and  that  in  terminis,as  his  ° printed  Worses  mofl  pofi-  * $Ce  his  Con- 
uvetj  demon flr ate y however  fome pervert  them:  ) together  feflion  and 
with  our  conftant  Play- haunters  would  now  ferioufty  Pr°?eft™orl. 
confider  : efpecialiy  in  thefe  our  dayes ; wherein  anFakh,Dc- 
Stage-pjayesaimoft  cry  down  Sermons,  and  Play-books  dicated  to  nd - 
finds ioquicke alale, that (ifStationers  doeTFot  mifm-  wardthe6.se 
forme  mejthere  are  at  leaft  a dozen  Play- book  eTvented  the  whole  Par- 
foTone'printed Sermon : loTBat  1 may lafelyadirrneithat  lament, Anno 
Stage-playes  exceedingly  withdraw" aiicT  keepe  men  Stable  ^pol 
fromGods  fervice : elpecially  on  Lords- dayes,  Holi-  £tjon  Up5  cerZ 
dayes,  and  folemne  Feftivals,  + fet  apart  for  better  purpo-  tame  Primes. 
fes : which  experimentall  truth  is  fo  vifible  to  the  eyes,  London  1 5 So. 
the  confciences  of  all  men,  that  it  needs  no  further 
proofe.  If  any  man  be  fo  uncredulous  as  not  to  believe  57 
experience,  let  him  then  attend  to  fundry  Counceis,  65  "7  8*105!  and 
Fathers,  and  other  moderne  Authors,  who  arfirme:  his  Articles 
that  Stage-playes  withdraw  men  from  the  Church, and  UP°  the  Creed, 
keepe  them  from  Gods  fervice,  efpecialiy  on  Lords-  Arrive11  to** 
dayes,  Hoii-dayes,  and  folemne  Feftivals  which  were 
fee  apart  for  pious  exercifes.  For  Counceis,  Seethe  4.  1/319,50,33, 
Cemcell  of  Carthage,  (fanon  88.  with  fundry  others  36,38,3^,40, 
here  recited.  Aft  7,  Scene  3.  For  Fathers,  Clemens  4^052,  *5, 
Rtmamti , w the  2,  Books  6f  Apofolicall  Couftitutions.^1*67 
cap.  64.  6 5.  complaines  ; u That  many  leaving  the  (fon-  ^here  1?/ con- 
gregation  of  the  Faithfully  with  the  Church  and  Lowes  ofGody  dudes  point- 
did  r wane  to  the  P lay  es  of  ike  Q redans 5 and  haften  unto  The  a-  biankc  again  ft 

the^rminian 

Tenets  which  fome  mencaft  upon  him.  * Hanc  oh  rem  maximus  ille  Mofes  squutn 
cenfuitutomnes  aferipri  e jus  Civitati,  jus  naturae  fequentescelebrarent  hunc  diem 
(Sabbatum)otio  feftifq;  hilaritatibus,intermiflis  laboribus  & opificiis  quaeftuarijs 
ncgotijfq;  vidu  parantib9  ablegaraetia  tantifper  ceu  per  inducias  folicitudine  anxia, 
at  vacarent  non  ludicrisfficut  quidam)ridecdifque  fpcftaculismimorum  faltatoriiqj, 
quae  infar.um  vulgus  amat  perdite,&c.fed  foil  philofophiae  ver Xj8LC»PbHolud(eHi.L$, 
De  Vita  Mofisp.yi  z.*  Tu  verorehfto  fideiium  caetu,Dei  Ecclefia  aclegibus  ad  Grae- 
corum ludos  curris,  & ad  Theatrapropcras  3 expetens  unus  ex  venientibus  eo  name- 
rari,&  particcps  fieri  auditionum  turpium,  ne  dicam  abominabilium  : necaudifti 
H jereraiam  dkentcm.Domine,non  fedi  in  concilio  ludentium,fed  timui  a confpedu, 
manus  tuas  : neque  lob,  dicentem  fimilia Jwd,  Surm  Concil.  Tem.i* 
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tcrs%  dc firing  to  be  numbed  among  thofe  who  reforted  thither » 
and  t p be  made  pa-takers  of  filthy , that  I fay  not  abominable 
words  and  fpeclaoles  : neither  doe  they  heart  the  Prophet  lerc- 


* Icr  if  .17.  my,  faying:  * Lord  I have  not  fate  in  the  aflembly  of 
Players  or  Mockers,  but  I was  afraid  at  the  fight  of  thy 
y lob  hand  : nor  )'  - lob , who  fpeakft  the  like  words,  &c,  Clemens 

7.  an  excellent  Alexandrians,  in  his  3 . Booke  of  the  Pada/ege.  cap.i  j . foL 


fiflimammali  *»*rcw*t**f  ims  ; invjewno  ocjgtc  mu*  ozieurmie  aw  zxiud 
male  canunt  immortality , doe  at  Ufl  wickedly  fing , that  mofi  pernicious  pa- 

p ilinodiam;  linody  ; Let  us  eate  and drindke,  for  to  morrow  we  / hall  die . 

^°Jrlc^amu5J  But  they  not  to  morrow , but  even  now  already  are  truely  dead 
ala  rms,  q 1 bHryiKg  their  dead % that  is . interring  themfelves  in 
rimtir . Iiau-  death, &c . A areadrull  lpeech,  which  I would  our  Dan- 
tem,  non  eras  cers,  Play~haunters,  and  voluptuous  perfons  would  lay 


tem  infodien-  wickedly  and  filthily  fained  of  their  J dot- gods,  and  more filthily , 
^Lcaiumur^*  more  ™f'c^lj  committed  by  them , neglecting  in  the  meane  time 

tamen&  ad  illos,  quos  frequenter  ab  Ecclefis  conventu  fpe&acula  voluptuofafub- 
ducunt,&c. Augitji .Hom.zi.Tcm.io.p.f 91 . See  Enar.  in  PfaU8o.Tom,8.pars  i.p.3. 4, 
g?tj,l8.  b Hanc,inquam,pudendam,ver£q3  religioni  adverfandam  & deteftandam 
talium  numinum  placationem,has  fabulas  inDecs  illecebrofas  atque  criminofas,hjec 
i# nomin'ofaDeorum  fa&a  fcelerate  fmpiterq;  confi&a,fed  fceleratius  rurpiufq,con> 
oculis  & auribus  publicis  Ci vitas  tota  difcebat,&c.  VCChitate  Dei<l.Z'C*%7* 


P^acc*  52.53.  eomplaines;  Thar,  divers  after  they  are  departed 


from  the  Church , laying  afide  that  divine  infpiration  which  wxs 
tn  it,  affimulate  themfclvcs  to  the  company  in  which  they  are  • 
or  rather  laying  afide  the  falfeand  counterfeit  vifour  of  gravi- 
ty, they  are  found  to  be Jisch,  as  they  were  before  unknowns  to 

h*  * and  TvhfK  /U  the*  hat?*,*  r*?r/*r**treA  that  llfwA  vohirh  mat 


ycre3  fed  jam  neere  their  hearts.  Saint  ^Auqufiinz  informes  us; a T hat 

os,  hoc  eft,  fe-  of  Rome  didwiih  pubUkg  eyes  and  eares , learns  thofe  alluring 
ipfos  in  mor-  criminous  fables , and  thofe  ignominious  deeds  which  were 


better 
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better  things-  Saint  C^ry[°fiome  in  c [rndry  of 'his  Homi-  'Horn.  j.De 
lies  complaines  : That  men  didoft-time  leave  the  £hurcb  Davide&SauU 
and  rwne  to  T lay cs ; preferring  Stage-play-meetings  be - SIMIi.Hom. 
fore  the  Church  jiff emb  lies , and  chuflng  rather  to  fee  an  De  Verbis  I- 
v Harlot  orT layer  in  the  Theater , then  the  Body  and  Blood  f.ux . Vfdi  Do- 
of  Chrifi  him fe If e in  the  (fhurch.  Tope  Leo  the  firil  la-  mmum 
ments.  d That  Stage-playes , and  unruly  Spectacles  were  ce ' tz8i°To 
more  frequented  then  the  bleffed folemnitiesofthe  Martyrs . Horn. in 

Saint  zAfteriusl  in  his  Homily  agamfl  the  Feafi  of  the  pial,n8.v.isi. 
Kalends,  compiaines  : c That  many  preferring  their  vaine  1 5 * . T om,i. 
Stage-playes,  pleafures,  and  imploy ments,  avfented  them - Col.  m 
feives  from  the  Church,  and  holy  Sermons  on  Feflivals  and  1 9 *jviatth 
Holi-dayes,  and  on  the  Feafl  of  Kalends.  { <*/£ las  for  griefe  jom  z 4 cjol. 
(writes  Cyril  z/frch-bijhop  of  (Alexandria ) very  many  58,59.8^001 
among  us  (fhriflians  imitate  this  madneffe  and ' difhonefty  of  is ■ & n. Ad 
the  I ewes : who  upon  Holi-dayes  and  folemne  Feflivals  gi - Antioch. 

vingthemf elves  over  to  difhonefl  Tlayes , to  drunkenneffc,  ^gn^nfona 
to  dancing,  or  other  vanities  of  the  world ; when  as  they  fpe&acula  frc- 
ought  toferve  Cjod  more  diligently , to  frequent  the  Churches  quentiam,  qua 
of  Cjod  more  earneflly,  to  be  inflant  in prayers,  and  to  be  pre - beata  martyri?. 
fent  at  S cclefiafiicall  duties,  doe  then  mo  ft  of  all  provoke  Cjod  Oftava 

with  their  moft  diffolute  manners.  Is  this  O Chrifliansto  fohTf’ 
celebrate  an  holy  day,  to  pamper  the  belly,  and  to  letloofe  % BiblJPatrum* 
thereines  to  unlawfull  pleafures  f If  worke  bee  prohibited  T 001.4.^705, 

f Sed  proh  doIor3quamplurimi  inter  Chriftianos  hanc  Iudasorum  amentiam  & im- 
probitatemimitantur,  qui  diebus  feftis3autludis  illiberalibus5crapula,  choreis,  aut 
alijsmimdi  vanitatibus  dediti,quum  Deo  diligentius  obfequium  exhibere,  quum 
templa  Dei  frequentare3oratiombus  infiftere3atque  Ecclefiattico  inter  efle  officio  de- 
berent,  tuncmaxime  Deimrfuis  diffolutiflimis  moribus  irritant.  Idne  eft  6 Chrifti- 
ani,  celebrare  diemfeftum,  indulgere  ventri,  & inconceffis  voluptatibus  habenas 
iaxare  ? Si  prohibetur  die  fefto  opus ,quod  manu  exerceatur  ad  vit£  neceffitatem3  ut 
integrius  divinis  rebus  vacare  poffiti$3nonnepouorijure  prohibita  funt  ea^dnse  non 
nifi  cum  peccato  committi  poflunt,  &gravioffenfioneDei ? Diebus  adexercenda 
opera  fervilia  conceftis,  unufquifque  fuo  intentus  eft  operi,  & abftinet  a crapa- 
Ia,ludis  & vanitatibus .Diebws  autem  feftis  paflim  currant  ad  caupona,  cd  ludos  fpe- 
dacula  & choreas,  in  irrifionemdivini  nominis38c  diei  prxvaricationem  : quum  ta- 
men  eo  gravius  fit  peccatum3quo  fan&iori  tempore  cemmittatur:  Refipifcant  igitur, 
tc  id  zizaniunijquod  inimicus  homofuperreminavitinagro  Domini  prorfus  extirpa* 
4 fe  evellere  laborcnt,  Cyril.  AXexim  low.Evangd  b.t . j f,  5 9 5 . 

Ebb**  on 
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on  Holt- days, which  muft  be  u fed for  the  necejfary  fufle  nance 
of  life ; that  fo  you  may  the  more  inure  ly  devote  your  [elves 
to  heavenly  things  5 are  not  thofe  things  then  much  more 
forbidden  which  cannot  bee  committed  without  finne  and 
great  off  ence  to  God l On  dayes  that  are  allowed  for  fervile 
worke,  every  one  is  intent  upon  his  owne  bufinefie  ; and  hee 
abfiaines  from  drunkenneffe,  pafiimes,  and  vanities . But  on 
Holi-dayes  ( ioe  here  the  true  genious  picture  of  our 
prefentage)  men  every  where  runneto  the  <^4le-houfe,  to 
<FUycs,to  interludes,  and  dances , to  the  very  derijion  of 
fjods  ispame-,  and  the  prevarication  of  the  day : where  as  in 
truth  the  finne  is  fo  much  the  more  hamous,  by  how  much 
the  more  holy  the  time  is  in  which  it  is  committed.  Let  them 
therefore  repent,  and  labour  utterly  to  extirpate  and  pull  up 
this  tare,  which  the  envious  man  hath  fowne  in  the  Field  of 
n.  • r>  • • the  Lord  lohnDamafcen  ouz  of  Sufebius  informes  us. 
mempr  JdTd01  8 That  thofe  who  are  enduedwith  thefeare  of  Cjod,  long  for 
funt, dominicu  Lords  day, that  fo  they  may  pray  unto  God , and  be  made' 

diem  expedat,  partakers  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  the  Lord.  But  fluggtfh 
PrXces  laficpcrfons  lookefor  the  Lords  day,  for  no  other  end  but  that 
coi  Ve&Van-  fid  from  their  worke,  they  may  give  themfelves  0- 

g-uine  Domini  ver  t0  their  vices.  rFpow  that  1 he  not, the  very  things  them - 
fruantur.Iner-  felves  doe  make  it  credulous.  Walke  forth  upon  any  other 
tes  autem  & day,  and  thou fhalt  finde  no  man  idle  or  playing.  Goe  forth 

(ocordes  Do-  Up0fi  the  Lords  day,  and  t l eu  mail}  finde , home  playing  upon 
mmicum  diem  2 r . ? yTT  ? *V  1 j 7 6 r 

expedant  ,ut  ttnajwgtngto  the  riarpe : otners  J tout  mg  and  dancings  fl- 
ab opere  feri.v  thers  fitting,  andrevihngtheir  neighbours, others  wre filing. 
tijvnijs  opera  Doth  the  "Treacher  call  to  the  Church  ? all  of  them  grow 
dent  .Quod  au-  U fie,  and  make  delay  es.  Doe  the  Uarpe  or  Trumpet  found ? 
tPr  res  ipfeT  “^of  them  prefect  tyrunne  as  if  they  were  winged.  h V/e  be~ 

dem  faciant.  Aliodiein  mcdiu.prodi.Se  ncminem  invenies.  Die  Dominicoeoredere, 
atq;  alios  cirharacanentes,alios  applaudentes  8:  faltantes,  alios  fedentes,  ac  proxi- 
mos  mnledidis  infedante5,alios  deniqj  Iudantes  reperies.  Prsco  ad  Ecclcliam  vo- 
cat  ? & omhesfegnitie  torpent;ac  moras  nedunt.  Ciihara  aut  tuba  perfonui:  ? Sc 
omnestanquam  alis inftrudi  cwnMnt.Damfstn.ParaUelirum  /.$  fl.47  p. 208.  *»  Ecde- 
fiae  fpedacula  cernimus,  Dominum  Chriftum  inmenfa  recumbentem  profpicimus, 
Seraphinostcr  fandumHymnum  canentes,Evangelicas  voces,  Spiritus  fandi  prac- 
fentiam3Prophetas  refonantes,  Angclorum  Hymnuaa,  Alleluia,  omnia  fpiritualia. 
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hold  the  Spectacles  of  the  Church • we  fee  the  Lord Chr  if  omnia  falute 
lyingon  the  Table, the  (feraphyns  finding  a t hr  tee  holy  for??,  digna,ornni* 
the  words  of  the  (yojpell ; the  prefence  of  the  holy  Ghofi,  the  concilianua^ 
Prophets  ecchoing,  the  ^Angels  [ inging , Alleluia,  all  things * autem* 

(pirituall,  all  things  worthy  falvation , all  things  procuring  cermtqui  a4 
the  Kingdome  of Heaven.  7 he fe  things  he  arcs  he  that  en-  fheatracur- 
ters  into  the  Church . But  what feeth  he  whorunnes  to  Play-  rit?Djabolicos 
houfes  ? T>iabolicallfongs,  dancing  Wenches,  or  that  I may  cufa^falSta^" 
jpeakemore  trucly,G  tries  toffed  up  and  downe  with  the  furies  tesjvefut  rctfi- 
of  theTdevill:  (A  good  difcription  of  our  dancing  fe-  us  Ioqunr5Ds- 
rnalc s.)  For  what  doth  this  D ancercjfe  ? She  mofl  impu-  rn«ttsintem- 
dently  uncovers  her  head,  which  Paul  hath  commanded  to  * 

be  alwayes  covered : Shee  turnes  about  hernecke  the  wrong  tarr-x  fac;t  ? * 
way  \ She  through eth  about  her  haire  hither  and  thither ; Caput,quod 
Sven  thefe  things  verily  are  done  by  her  whom  the  TDevill  Paulus  perpe- 
hath  pojfejfed . But  the  F 'idler, like  a T) evill ,confli5leth  with  tegi  jwfli.t, 
woodden  inflruments . Such  verily  was  the  fe afi  of  Herod.  ^^t^ollum* 
The  "Daughter  of  Herodias  entred  in  and  danced,  and  cut  fnvcrtin  coma 
oft  he  head  0/Iohn  Baptift,  and  obtained  thefubterraneoas  hucatq;illuc 
places  of  Hell  for  her  inheritance.  Therefore  thofe  who  love  expandit,  Ha?c 
Charantoes  andDances, have  their  portion  with  her.  Woe  un-  Porr°  eri^rn  ah 
to  thofe  who  play  upon  the  Harpe  on  the  Lords  day,  or  doe  ^bfeS 

any  fervile  worke.  This  day  was  allotted  for  the  refi  offer-  fam  tenet,  Ci- 
v ants  and  hirelings : For  this  faith  he,  is  the  day  of  the  tharaedus  aure 
Lord,  let  us  reioyce  and  be  glad  therein,  &c.  Salvianis  canquam  Dae- 
yct  more  punfluail  to  our  purpofe  : heare  but  his  words  motlJ  *!£no 
for  all  the  other  Fathers,  * We  preferred aith  he)  pafitmes  TalenimHim 

Herodis  quoqjcomivium  erat.Herodiadis  hliaingre(Ia.,tripudiavit,3cIo;>nnis  B:  p_ 
tifta?  caput  amputavit,&  fubterranea  inferni  loca  haereditatis  loco  colecutacft.Quo« 
circaqui  choreas  & faltationesamant,cumea  portionem  habent.  Vx  his  qui  Domu 
nicodiecytharaludunt,autcperantur.  Ad  mercenaricru  & fervorurn  reqtiietem  hie 
diesconceffuseft.H.'ec  enim  Dies,inquir  ille,qaam  fecit  Dominus:exultemus  & la?- 
temur  in  ea ,8cc.ldem.lbidcm  > Nos  Ecclehjs  Dei  ludicra  anteponimasj  nos  Altaria 
fpernimus,&  Theatra  honoramus.  Oninia  deniq;  amamus,cmniaco!imus,foli;s  no- 
bis incomparatione  omnium  Deus  vilis  eftjDeniq;  pra?teralia  qut?id  probant,indi- 
cat  hoc  esiam  haec  res  ipfa  qua  dico.Si  quando  enim  venerit,  quod  fcilicet  fxpe  eve- 
nit,ot  eodem  die»&  fefti  vitas  ccclefiaftica,&  ludipublici  agantur,qua?ro  :b  omnium 
confcientia,quis  locus  majores  Chriftianorum  virorum  copias  habet  > caveanc  ludi 
publici^an  Atrium  Dei?  & Templum  magis  omnes  fedtemur,  an  Theatrum  r Dift a 
B bb  * z before 


Part.i. 


Hiftrio-Mafiix. 


Bvangeliorum  before  the  Cur ch  of  Cjod : We  dcfpife  the  L ords  T able,  and 

diligam,  p0}10Hr  Theaters.  Finally  ,be  fide  s other  things  which  Drove 
an  thymtiico-  j r ? f , T J r J r a & i r J. 
tun. . vl  iba  vi-  t*3e>  Jame> thts  which  1 now  Jay  mamfefts  tt  to  be  true.  For 

t a? , an  v er  ba  if  it  fall  out  ( as  often  it  doth ,)  that  at  one  and  the fame  time 

moms?  Verba  an  Holi-day  be  kept,  and  common  Flayes  proclaimed ; J 

Chnftijan  vtr-  demand  of  every  mans  conference,  which  place  hath  greater 

tiHubuni^011  trooPes  °f  Chriftians?  whether  the  Yard  of  the  publike  P lay- 

quin  ill  ud  ma-  houfe,  or  the  Court  of  Gods  houfe  $ and  whether  men  floc^e  to 

gss  amecnus,  mojl • totheTemple,ortothcTheaterl  Whether  doe  they 

Su°d  anrcpo-  mojl  affebl,  thefayings  of  the  £vange  lifts,  or  of  St  age -play - 

Kimus,0$aoi  ers  f the  words  of  life,  or  the  words  of  death  ? the  words  of 


UidKroru  die™  Chrft,orthe  words  of  afoole  in  a Play  l Tdoubtleffe  wee 
ti  qusdibet  Ec-  t°Ve  that  moft  which  we preferre.  For  if  the  Church  keepe 
clefias  feftafn.  #ny  feaft  onthat  day  whenthere  arefolemne  Playes  • thofe, 
erint,  non  folu  who  fay  they  are  Chrftians,  doe  not  onely  not  come  to  the 
ad  Ecckham  Church,  but  if  any  not  thinking  of  the  Playes  come  cafually 
c]mi  Chnft'a-  thither , if  they  hear e whiles  they  hre  in  the  very  Churchy 
nos  fe  efie  di - fhat  there  are  Playes  ailing  abrod,  they  leave  the  Church , 
cunt:  fed  fi  qui  andrepaire  to  them.  The  Temple  of  God  is  dijpifed  torunne 
nefaj  forte  ve-  unto  Theaters : the  Church  is  emptied,  the  T lay-houfe  fiU 
Ec^tcGa  m We  leave  Chrift  upon  the  Table,  to  feed  our  adulte - 
fimtjf  ludos  a-  roU6  eyes  w*fh  the  impure  and  unch  aft  e fight  of  moft  filthy 
g;  aiiditmt,  Ec-  interludes.  k What  ft  ranger  foever  either  commeth  to 
defiam  dere-  Ravenna,  or  to  Rome ; fkall  finde  a part  of  the  Romanes 


hnquuiu.Spcr-  at  Stage-play  es , and  apart  oft  he  Ravenians  at  Theaters 
pt  urri  ^ though  any  be  either  abfent  or  d ft  ant  by  place,  yet 


cnrraiiiir  ad  ts  he  not  excufedthereby : for  as  many  as  are  toyned  toge- 
Thearrium;Ec-  ther  in  hkeneffe  ofaffetlion,  are  guilty  alike  of  the  fame 
-el e*i a.  vacuatur,  wickedneffe  that  either  doth  commit.  Yet  for  all  this,  wee 
Circus  itnpie-  fatter  ourfelves  of  our  good  behaviour,  and  of  the  rarenejfe 
Ahado^emE-  °f  °^r  impurity  ,&c.  1 hus  farre  thefe  Fathers  1 Poly  dor 

dmusj  ut  adulterantes  vifu  impuriHimo  oculos  ludicrorum  turpium  fornicadonc 
ptfcamus.SalvianVc  Guber.Dei  f6.pa95.196.  * Denia,  cujuflibet  civitatis  incolae 
Ravennsm  autRomam  venerint,  pars  funtRomance  plebis  inCirco,  pars  funt  Ra- 
vennatis  in  Theatro,Ac  per  hoc  nemo  fe  loco  aut  abfentiaexcufatum  putet*  Omnes 
turpitudine  rerum  unum  funt,  qui  fibi  rerum  turpium  voluntate  fociantur.  Et  hlan- 
dimur  tamen  nobis  de  probitate  morum,  blandimur  nobis  de  turpitudinum  raritate* 

lbid.p.% 01.  \ Dc  InYentoribusRerum/lib.5vcap.i«pag.$S4.$85. 
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Virgil  complaines*  7 hat  in  his  time  holy^dayes  were  mo  ft 
acceptable  to  youth  for  no  other  reafon , but  that  they  had 
then  leafureto  lead  about  dances  \ eftecially  among  the  Ita- 
lians , who  after  the  cufiome  of  the  ancient  Pagans,  did  ufu- 
ally  exhibite  Spectacles  and  Tlayes  unto  the  people ; reci- 
ting fomedies,  and  per  fonating  the  lives  and  martyr  domes 
of  the  Saints  in  (fhurches ; in  which  that  all  might  receive 
e quail  delight,  they  ailed  them  in  their  ^Mother-tongue » 

Thus  was  it  heretofore  among  the  ancient  Tgmanes,  who 
on  their  folemne  Feftivals  recited  the  Poems  of  Toots  in  o- 
pen  Theaters,  and  made  divers  Spectacles  of  beafts  and 
S w or d-p layers  in  Amphitheaters ; with  fundry  other  Playes 
thorowout  the  fitty,  with  which  the  people  were  delighted* 
m cAgripp  a compiaines,  and  fo  like  wife  doth  *BB.La-  sciennarum!^ 
timer  our  renowned  Martyr,  and  ° Bpifcopus  fihemnenfts:  ^ j>£  peftis. 

7 hat  that  wafer  of  equity,  that  fubverter  of  all  order  and  » In  his  Ser- 
decency,  that  author  of  dllevill  things, theT) evill,endevou-  moas.  fcl  i>. 
ring  daily  to  pull  downe  what  ever  the  holy  Ghofl  doth  build  fe&^6~ 

up, hath  alwayes  quite  demohfhed  this  fortification:  The  xA  feftis  pro 
great  eft part  of fihnftian  people fo  jp ending  the  holy  reft  of  & ivmoeuUiim« 
TLoly-dayes,  not  in  meeting  together  to  pray,  or  heare  Gods  flituris  vifita- 
Word , nor  yet  toper  forme  thofe  other  duties  for  which  they  mustaberna& 
were  fir  ft  ordained ; but  wafting  it  in  allkynde  of  corruptions  choreas  feu  tri- 
of good  manners , and  of  fihnftian  doctrine,  in  Dances, In  {^Tfiiter  cir- 
fiomedies , in  Stage-play es,  in  ribaldrous  Songs,  in  sports,  ca  lllicitaoc- 
in  drunken  meetings , in  ffieElacles,mallkindeofworldly  and,  cupamur3exer* 
carnallworkes  contrary  to  the  Spirit  and  holineffe : And  as  citia  fpiritualii 
Termiilan  faith  of  the folemnity  of  the  fi&fars  or  Tgmane  ^C- 

Bmperours  ; they  are  wont  then  to  performe  a notable  piece  See  cap* 

offervice,to  make  Bonefires  and  Dances  in  the  ftreets,  to  2,74feft«7<& 
feaft from  houfe  to  houfe,  toturne  the  whole  fifty  into  the  17. 
forme  of  a Taverne,  to  force  wine  downe  their  throates,  to 
runne  earneftly  to  mi f demeanors,  to  impudencies,  to  irritati- 
ons,and  enticements  ofluft  : thus  is  the  pub  like  toy  exyreffed 
by  a pubhke  fhame : fo  may  it  be  faid  of  our  Fefttvals.  Are 
we  not  therefore  worthily  to  bee  condemned  who  thus  cele- 
brate the  folemnities  offihri  ft  and  of  his  Saints?  Not  to  ( 

Bbh'i  remembej: 


Foi. 
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remember  th e Statute  of  17  Edward  4.  cap.  3.  which 
inf  ernes  us,  that  the  Holi-dayes  and  Sunday  es  were  /pent  m 
Dice-play , Kayles , Bowles, and  fuch  other  uni avef nil  ungra- 
cious and  incommendable  Games.  Nor  to  recite  the  words 
* Part.i.Booke  of  the  authorized  * Homily  of  the  time  andplace  of  Pray - 
°i  Hi°;fCS‘  er  ‘ w^tc^3  complaines  : That  it  too  evidently  appeares  that 
P'V11  • (Jod  is  more  dijhonoured , and  the  Devill  better ferved  on 

the  Sunday,  then  upon  all  the  dayes  of  the  wee  he  befides. 
s Dc  Vita  & Nor  yet  to  recite  the  lamentable  complaint  of-  4 Joannis 
Honefhte  E c-  Langhecrucim : That  Lords-dayes  and  Holi-dayes  in  his 
clefiafticorum  time  were  for  the  mofi  part  fpent  in  drmkjennefje,  dancing, 
thorowout 1 ' want°vneffe,  St  age-play  es , and  the  like  : in  fo  much  that  the 
very  S inging-mcn  and  Chorifters  of  the  (fhurch  ( fuch  was 
their  bltndneffe  and  madnejfe ) did j fend  and  honor  the  facrcd 
feafi-day  of  the  Hirgin  (Martyr  (faciha,  not  in  facfclath 
andfafiings  ; but  in  gluttony , in  arunkennejfe,  in  dancing , 
in  lafcivioiis  and  unchafie  fongs ; being  then  more  prone  to  all 
lafciViopts  wickedneffe,then  to  the  reformat  ion  of  their  lufis, 
c Atq*,  hunefe-  or  to  fafling  and  prayer  : 1 zAna  that  almoft  all  <*/frtifi~ 
rc  in  modum  cers  ancl  F , adef-mcn  had  chofen  fome  one  Saint  or  other 
accT^fices1 ^alT  t0  ^ea  Matron  to  them, which  Saints  they  worj hipped  made- 
quern  fanftoru  ^otfl  Bacchanalian  manner : fothat  by  this  kjnde  of  worfhtp 
in  patronu  fibi  andcufiome,menfeemedto  have  relap  fed  to  Heathemifme 
dehgerunt  co-  or  Atheifme.  1 lhalltruely  tranlcnbe  a notable  pallage 
lendum.  Ita  ut  out  0f*  Flfcholausde  (flemangis  to  the  like  efFefl  ; in  his 
tu  ac  r tu  ad*  * Treatife  • f He  Tfovts  celebritatibpts  non  inflituendis  : 
cthniclfmu  feu  where  he  writes  thus  : Every  one  may  perceive  with  what 
atheifinu  rela-  devotion  (fhrifltan  people  doe  at  this  day  celebrate  their 
hi  videamur.  Feflivals  and  Holi-dayes.  They  feldome  come  to  Church , 
w * V they  moft  feldome  heare  the  t-Majfe,  and  that  for  the  mofi 
Lu^duni  °B  it]  Part  ^ut  by  piece-mcale,  &c-  Tea  they  leave  the  Church , 
1 6 1 $ p.  1 43 . and  runneaway . One go  eth  to  a Farme, another  to  his  world - 
to  1 jo.  ly  affaires:  a great  companie  referts  to  fair  es,  which  now 

are  never  kept  in  apublikp  and  felemne  manner  but  on  the 
^ Quofdam  hi-  mojp  emment  Feflivals  : c the S t age-player  delighteth feme, 

nennullos  Theatra  occupant,  piurimos  pila  tenet,  pcrnaultos  aflea , &c.  Ibidem. 
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P lay -houfes  take  up  others ; Tenmf- courts  many.  Dice  very 
many . Fefiivals  are  celebrated  by  the  richer fort  with  great 
gawdinefl'e  ofapparell ; and  provifon  of  banquets  - but  be - 
tweenerich cloathes and  pompous  feafis,  the  conference  lies 
unadorned  in  uncleaneffe . The  outward  houfe  is  cleanfed 
with  beafoms , the  floor  es  are  fwept,greene  bcughes  arc  pla- 
ced at  the  doore,  the  ground  is  ftrowed  with  hearbes  and 
flowers , u all  outward  things  are  cleane  and  trim  : but  the  u Omnia  ni- 
miferable  inward  man  not  partaking  of  this  exultation,  pines  tent  exteriors, 
away  inthemeanetime  in  his  filthineffes , by  how  much  l”^er^nte- 
more  excejflve  the  laughter  is  in  the  middefl  ofvaine  de-  lrilnime  ” 
lights,  by  fo  much  the  more  is  it  afflicted  with  greater  for-  particeps  exul- 
rowes,  andwounded  with  fharper  prickes  of  finnes.  But  to  tatioms,  in  fuis 
omit  the fe : let  us  fee  what  the  prophane  vulgar  doth  in  the  interim  fpurci- 
meanetime , and  the youth  in  our  times  corrupted  with  lux - tlJ5  contabcfcir, 
ury.  J have. fitly  faid,  the  prophane  vulgar,  according  to  ^BalaudiaS 
the  thing  which  ts  done ; becaufe  then  doubt  leffe  they  are  fufior^eftl^ti* 
farre  from  the  Temple  ; and  as  they  arc  farre  from  the  tia,  tasto  in- 
Temple,fo h kewife  fa rre fro m home  * For  Holi-dayes  are  genuoribos  ur- 
net  celebrated  by  them  in  the  Temple , nor  in  their  houfes;  &e£ur*ramnis, 
all  the  pole  mni ties  of  their  celebration  are  in  Tavernes  and  pecca^Oi^fati- 
. - Ale-houfes , They  refort  thither  almofl  at  Sunne-rifng,  ciatur  aculeis. 
and  oft-t;.mes  they  abide  there  mull  midnight ; they  fweare.  Ibidem, 
forfweare , blajpheme  God,  and  curfe  all  his  Saints , they  * And  arc  no£ 

roare,  they  wr stile,  they  wr ancle:  they  fine,  they  race,  they  ?ur 
n , •>  J & ; r J s/‘  J r -n  i tpenttnus.tooe1. 

Jnrecke,  they  make  a tumult,  andjeeme  to  be  as  mad  as  Bed - 

lams.  They  firive  who  [hall  overcome  one  another  in  dr inkj 
ing:  they  dr inke^  merrily  one  to  other  • they  earneflly  pro- 
voke and flirre  up  one  another  to  drinke : And  when  as  they 
have  glutted  themfclves,  and  are  drunke,  then  they  rife  up 
to  play,&c.  IVhatfhall  1 relate  the  vanities  of  publiks 
P lay  es  and  If  eUacles  upon  Holi-dayes  : The  crojfe-wayes 
found  againe  with  dances  ? theVilages  andftrects,  yea  the 
whole  ft  tty  reboundwith  thevoyces  of  Singers,  thejhoutes t 
the  clamours  of  Dancers, the  confufed  found  of  the  Harpe,the 
Tabret,thePfaltery,and  all  other  muficall  Harmonies. There 
mindes  being  moved  with  the  flatteries  of  laughter,  the 

thumping 
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■thump mg  of  the  feet,  the  glances  of  the  eye , the  gropings  of 

the  haxdsy  and  with  the  alluring  fweetnejfe  of  T'erfes  and 
r Thefe  are  the  Harpcs,  >'  Wax  effeminate , become  vaine,  and  grow  hot  to 
Fruits  of  Playes  luxury  and  incontinencj.  There  the  confutations  of  whore - 
dancing,  domes  and  adult  cries  are  handled ; oportunities  are  taken, 
places , times , and  conditions  are  appointed.  And  becaufe 
the  day  is  not  fuff ciem for  their  lewdnejfe , G tries  andefpou- 
fed  Women  are  there  oft-times  voluntarily  or  again  ft  their 
mils  ravifhed  in  the  darkyejfe  of  the  night.  J know  places, 
yea  famous  Citties , in  which  on  Holi-dayes  and  Lords-daies 
it  is  l aw  fall  for  lM aides  in  a pub  l ike  mrtnner  to  runne  abrode 
to  their  Lovers,  yea  to  their  Panders,  which  promt  fed  liber - 
ty  they  diligently  fiudy  to  preferve  without  contrtll,andjpee - 
dtly  as  foone  as  ever  the  houre  of  dinner  is  pafi , they  earnefl - 
ly  callthemfelves  together , and  march  in  troopesto  their  cor- 
rupters with  incredible  wantonneffe  and  malepartneffe.  We 

* Loe  here  the  fie  m Wakes  or  Fefiivities  of  (fount  ry  V illages , how  Harlots 
efFeds  of  Re-  come  from  all  quarters  out  of  the  neighbour  Townes  and  (fit- 
vcls,WakeSj  ties,  and  Country  Youthes  flocking  thither  by  troopes,  who 
Whitfoni  les  Per^aPs  toerefiee  from  fuch  uncle  aneffe  all  the  ye  ere , cafiing 
& May-poles/  ^way  the  bridle  ofmodefiy  in  the  folemnity  of  their  Patron 
which  fome  io  (the  Saint  to  whofe  honour  their  Church  is  dedicated) 
much  approve  pub  likely  commit  adultery . There  Youth  hath  firfi  cafi  off 
and  plead  for.  its  (fhafiity  ; there yong  men  are  polluted , there  Children 

are  corrupted,  and  they  learne  the  experiment  of  a mofi  im- 
pure contagion.  There  they  continually  provoke  and  invite 

* But  we  ftile  one  another  to  that  mofi  filthy pie  a fur  e,  and  he  that  will  not 

pC^' wn1*6  a the  refi  to  deftruttion  is  accounted  a * wretch,  a flug- 

* And  would  an  unprofitable perfon,  good  for  nothing . * What  Hea- 

they  not  think  then  skfifullof  facrilegious  Feaftivals  ( if  he  Jhould  happen 
fo  of  our  Bac  -to  be  prefent)  would  not  rather  beleeve  that  the  Floraha  of 
chanahan  rio-  yenu$3  orthefeafis  a/Bacchus  were  kept,  then  thefolemnt - 
ChriftmTffes  ties  of  any  Saint ; when  as  he  jhould  there  behold  fuch  un- 
too  ? to  which  cleaneffes  as  were  wont  to  be  ailed  tn  the  Fefiivalsofthofi 
all  thefe  paffa-  Idols . Thither  doth  the  filthy  obfeenity  onely  of  Bacchus 
gesmay  bewel  and  Venus  fieme  to  bee  exercifid  there , but  hkywifi  of 
applyed*  Mars  and  Bellona  too.  For  it  k now  a common  fame , that  / 

• it  ' 
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it  is  an  unfeemely  Holi-day  which  is  not  ftrinlfted  with 
jig  h ting  and  effufon  of  blood.  Thither  is  it  ft  range  if  that 
"Mars  he  made  a companion  of  Bacchus  and  Verms.  For 
mindes provoked  with  wine  and  luft  are  wont  to  beeaftlypro-  *»  And  may  we 
yoked  to  fight ; Whence  Venus  Marcia  was  fained  by  the  not  apply  this 
Poets  to  be  coupled  with  a cunntng  and  infoluble  knot  ^Wh  at,  ^yChrtft- 
ts  the  Patron  of  the  Village  to  be  w or  flipped  by  the  Inhabi-  ma(j*es  ? 
tants  on  his  birth-day  in  Juch  a manner , that  Jo  he  might  be 
propitious  to  them  all  they eere  ? What  Noble  or  great  man 
would  not  be  dijp  leafed  that  his  birth-day  fhould  be  defiled 
with  fuch  a pollution  ? Who  may  not  fee , how  much  honefter, 
how  much  better  it  were  to  obferve  no  Holi-dayes , then  to 
keepe  them  in  this  manner  ? Whofe  heart  is  fo  ejtrangedfirom 
reafonfo  devious  from  the  truth  through  perverfe  error, that 
he  may  not  under  ft  and  it  to  be  lejfe  evill  to  go  e to  plow,  or  to 
digge,  to  fow,  or  doe  other  Country  workes  on  the  folemnities 
of  the  Saints, then  not  to  honour,  but  toprophane  theirfolemne 
Feftivals  with  fuch  horrible  obfcemttes  ? Andyet  if  any  one 
opprejfedwith  never  fo  great  penury  of  neceffaries  for  his  fa- 
mily be  found  to  have  done  anything  in  his  Field  or  Vine - 
yard,  he  is  cited,  fever ely  punifl;ed,  reprehended,  condemned 
as  guilty  of  violating  an  Holi-day.  But  he  who  fhall  com- 
mit thefeworfer  things  condemned  by  the  Lawes  and  Com- 
mandements  of  God,  /hallwant  both  punifhment,  and  anac - 
cufer.  And  why  is  this,  but  becaufe  there  is  no  man  who  c Officials'  E- 
will take  revenge  on  thofe  who  tranfgrefic  the  Precepts  0/'P1fcoP1>rmm~ 
the  LordfThey  have  their  Officials  (whole  office  c Petrus 

Iicationis.Credo  huiufnaodi  Officiaies  nonab  officio3ncmine5  fed  ab  officio  verbo* 
mutaffe  vocnbulumrnam  genus  hoc  hominum, quod  dicunt  offiri  perdi.  Tota  Otfi- 
cialis  intentio  eft, tit  ad  opus  Epifcopi  fuse  jurifdi&ioni  commiffas  miferimas  oves 
quafi  vice  illius  tondeat*  emungat,  excoriet,  Ifti  enimfuntEpifcoporu  fanguifugae 
evomentes  alienum  f.mguinem  quam  biberunt.  Quia  teftimonio  Scripturae,  divitias 
quas  congregr.vit  impius  evomet : & de  faucibus  ilUus  extrahet  eas  Deus.  Ifti  ftiat 
quafi  ft>on?ia  in  mnnu  prementis,quafi  quaedaei  colatoria  divitias  fuis  donSfiis  in- 
fluentes,&  execrandis  acquifitionibtis  nihil  fibi  praeter  peccati  fordem  & faeculenti- 
am  retinemes,Qrfod  enim  aggregant  per  opprcflione  pauperum,Fpifcopis  quidem  ad 
delicias  ced't, Official  ibus  ad  tormentum.  Sie  vos  non  voVujmcUifatk apts.  Sic  vosnon 
vobis accHinuhtisopcs.liii funt  fecretiora  ilia oftiola,  per  quae  nuniftri  Belis  facrifida 
quae  fuper  menfam  ponebantur  a Rege,  cianculutn  afpoitabant.  Sic  Epjfcopus  quail 

Ccc*  Blefenfis 
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1 a mann  Blcfenfs  hath  excellently  characterized  )they  have  Arch - 
bona  alienide-  deacons,  they  have  Promoters , they  have  Apparitors,  who 
vipit,  & notam  enforce  their  Epfcopall  Edicts  to  he  kept  with  mofi  grievous 
criminis  afe  penalties . They  runne  thorow  the  Dioces,  they  craftily 
OfficIaUbiis™*  examine  an<^  enquire,  if  any  V ine-dreffer  or  Husbandman 
ciilpac  & infa-  bath  wrought  or  carried  any  thing  upon  an  Holi-day  * and 
mix  diferimen  fit  fha/l  appeare  that  hee  hath  done  any  fuch  thing,  he  is 
impingit.  Idco  accufed  andpumfhed,  not  fo  often  according  to  the  quality 
quafifubum-  of  the  offence,  as  at  the  will  of  the  Judge.  But  yet  Chnfi 
ob^c^u^dlinx  hath  none  or  very  few  Prottors  who  caufe  his  Commande- 
palliat J fubdi-  wents  to  bee  kept,&c*  d Saint  Augufline  faith ; that  hee 
cos  exprimunty  would  rather  goe  to  Plow  on  the  Lords-day,  then 
Ecclelias  gra-  Dance:  not  that  it  is  lawfull  then  to  goe  to  Plow, or  that 
alicnostd^Ien  ^ goeth  to  P low  Jhould  be  pardoned,  but  becaufehee 

terinvadunt  ' who  danceth  offends  more  grievoufly : becaufe  dancing  it 
oculos  habent  fetfe  **  0ft-times  a finne , and  oft-times  enforceth  men  to 
admuncra^pu-  occafonsofworferjinnes,  Confider  what  hee  would  have 
pdlas  & viduae  fud  ofthofe  other  things,  which  now  are  commonly  done  up - 
onoHr  hhoh-dayes.  Andy  et  not  wit  hfanding,if any  one  go  eth 
Oificialium?  t0  on  the  Lords-day,  hee  is  not  onely  moft  fever ely  pu- 
hodie  eft,  jura  nifoed,  but  he  is  welnigh  reputed  an  Infidell:  but  hee  who 
confundere,  dance th  excellently, not  onely  hath  no  reproofe,  but  he  is  like- 

fufeitare  lites,  ^ 

tranfaftiones  relcindere,  inneftere  dilationes,  fupprimere  veritatem,  fovere  menda* 
cium, quantum  fequi,a»quitatem  vendere,  inhiare  exa<ftionibus,verfutias  concinnare. 
Iftifusit,qui  hofpites  fuos  gravant  fuperflua  eve<ftione3  & multitudine  clientele. 
Qiiserunt  delicatos  & fuperfluos  cibosjcum  feriptum  fit,comedentes  & bibentes  qux 
apud  illos  funt.De  alienoenim  prodigi,de  proprio  funt  avari,  verborum  infidiatores 
6c  aucupesfyllabarum  tendunt  laqueos  &pedicasin  captur am  pecuniae,  jura  intcr- 
praetantur  ad  libitum, .&  ea  pro  voluntate  fua,nunc  abdicunt,  nunc  admittunt : bene 
di<fh  depiavanr,pr.udenter  allegata  pervercunt,rumpunt  fsedera^mitriunt  diflimulati- 
oues/ornicationes  diffimulant^matrimoniadiftrahuntj  adulteria  fovent,  penetrant 
domus,&  mulieres  onerataspeccatiscaptivas  ducunt  5 diffamant  innoxios,&noccn- 
tesabfoluunt.  Et  ut  multafub  verborum  paucitate  concludam,dum  omnia  venalicer 
agunt  fiiij  avarinse,  fervi  rnammonas;fe  Diabolo  venales  exponunt.  Si  mihi  crediSj 
imo  G o^pdis  in  Deum,  relinque  maturius  Officialis  oificium,  minifterium  damna- 
tion^, rotammalorum,  & fpiritum  vertiginis,  qui  te  ad  inania  circumvoluit.  Mi- 
ferere  ammo:  tuae  placens  Deo,  cui  placere  non  potes  cum  ifto  perditionis  officio* 
Vitim  Bkfenps.  Epifi.zy.  ad  Offiualm  Epifcopi CarnotcnfisStbUfatrum-  Ttm.i  zjats  2 . pag- 
724.715  wdJb’idm,  t Enarratio  in  Pfal,  3 2, 
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Wife plaufibly  received  with  applaufe  and  gratulation  even 
by  the  Cenfors  themfelves , &c.  F(ow  what  a thing  is  it  for 
men  to  wt  angle  themfelves  in  greater  villanies,  on  thofe 
dayes  that  are  appointed  for  reconciliation  and  remiffion  of 
finnes , and  on  which  men  wholy  ceafe  fom  terrene  atlions , 
that  they  may  give  themfelves  to  the  contemplation  of  Hea- 
venly things  with  a pure  heart  l fVhat  confidence  can  finch 
have  of  the  fuff  rage  of  the  Saints , who  defile  their  Holi- 
day es  with  mofi  foolifh  vanities , mofi  impure  pollutions , 
moft  wicked  deb  ac  chat  ions,  and  facrilegious  execrations  l 
Verily  they  deferve  to  have  them,  not  mofi  pious  further  ers, 
bm  mofi  deadly  accufers.  e For  what  greater  imury  can  bee c Oth:atChri« 
donetoaSaint,thento  difhonor  his  birth-day , wherein  he  was  lhans  would 
carried  into  Heaven  and  P aradice,  with  Juch  uncle  at;  ejfies  l confider  this. 


and  with  every  fuch  facnlegious  cuftome  wherewith  Devils  ^^cTahufe  ^ 
were  wont  to  be  attoned  by  their  fuperfiitious  worfbippers  ? peafl.  0f  0»r 
What  doe  we  thinke  the  ancient  holy  Fathers  would  fay, who  Saviours  Na- 
appointedthe  folemnities  of  the  Saints  to  be  obferved  in  the  tivity. 
(fhurchfor  the  fore faid  ends , if  they  were  now  alive , and 
jhouldfeethofe  vanities  and  counterfeit  fooleries  that  are 
done  upon  them  l I doubt  not  but  they  would  take  care  of 
the » foules  that  are  like  to  perijhy  neither/  would  they  fujfer 
fuch  things  on  the  holy  dayes  of  the  Saints  as  were  not  per- 
mitted to  be  done  in  the  Bacchanalia  themfelves.  Either 
therefore , they  would  recall  thepeople  by  the  cenfure  of  dif- 
cipline  from fuch  mofi  unworthy  obfcenities,or  would  comp  ell 
them  to  celebrate  Fefiivals  with  due  hone  fly ; or  if  they 
could  not  breaks  the  force  of  pernicious  cufiome , they  would 
rather  aboltfhthefeafis  themfelves,  Lefi  theyfhould  bee  an 
occafion  offo great  wickednejfes ; which  as  it feemes  to  agree 
with  thefafety  of  foules, according  to  the  variety  of  manners 
and  times,  are  either  to  be  difcharged  from  obfervance , or 
elfe  more  flricktly  to  be  tied  to  an  honeft  obfervance, lefi  they 
fhoulddoefarre  more  hurt  by  being  ill  obferved,  then  well 
omitted,  &c.  By  all  which  dijcourfe  of  this  learned 
Author,  (who  hath  muchmpre  to  the  feifefame  pur- 
pofe,  which  fuites  pun&ually  with  the  pra&ife  of  our 

C e c 2 2 prefent 


Fol. 


Papjt.i. 


Hiflrio-Mafltx. 


prefent  times)  wee  fnay  cafily  dif'cerne,  how  Stage- 
playes  and  dancing  avocate  and  with-hoid  men  from 
Gods  worlhip,  elpecially  on  Lords-dayes,  and  the  mofl 
folemne  Chrifitan  Fefitvals , which  oh  all  other  times  are 
molt  abufed,  to  the  eternal!  ruine  of  many  thoufand 
Chriftians  ioulcs.  Topatfeby  Bucer  inPfal.91.  Matter 
Gualther.  Hcm.%% .m  Apia  Apoftolorum.  cap. 17^.  Matter 
John  (falvin,  on  Deut. 5.  Sermo.  34.  Docttor  Bownde,  of 
th  Sabbath.  London  1595.  p.  I 3 5. 1 36,28  3,184-.  Matter 
Beacon,  Hooper , Babington,  Brinfly,  Perkins , cDod , Lake , 
Downham,  Andrewes,  Williams,  Ames , and  moft  other 
Writers  upon  the  4,Commandement,and  the  Sabbath: 
who  make  thefelfefame  complaint,  that  the  Lords -day , 
and  Holi-dayes  are  prophaned  and  oft-times  Jpent  tn  St  age- 
play  es,  Dancing,  Drinking,  <JMafcyues,  and  Pafiimes . 
f De  Frx^e  t s ^ bich  complaint  I finde ukewife  leconded  by  learned 
Dfecalo^i.c  7.  i Gerfon-y  g Vincent  ins  Bellevecenfis,  and  h Cardinal 
Operilm  Pari-  Bellarmine  himfelfe;  who  as  they  condemne  all  Stage - 
fijs , 1 £06.  pars  playes,  interludes,  LMafques,  with  all  mtxt  lafcruions 
2,.Col.ijj4,&  amorous  dancing,  (againit  which  Vtncentuts  and  Be  liar - 
?CAdveiuus1*n'  mtne  have  largely  written)  at  all  times,  fo  efpecially  on 
pars  4.C01 331.  Lords-dayes,  Holi-dayes,  and  folemne  Fefitvals,  on  which 
33  3, 3 3 4.  they  ate  mofl  execrable.  The  Author  of  the  3 • Blafi  of 
sspeculu  Mo-  rRsetrait  fiom  Playes  and  Theaters  is  very  copious  in 
this  point.  1 Cjod  ('writes  he)  hath  given  ut  an  exprefife 
foTijiTyz  ^ k Commandement , that  we  Jhould  not  violate  the  Sabbath 
kConcio.tf.De  day , and  prefer ibed  an  order  how  it  Jhould  bee  fanPlified, 
Dominic".  3 . namely  in  holme ffe , by  calling  into  minde  the  Jpifituafl  refi, 
Adventus  & hearing  the  Word ofCj od,and  ceafing  fiom  worldly  bufinejje. 
Condo.19.De  whereupon  lfaiah  the  ‘Prophet,  jhtwmghnv  the  Sabbath 
Cuinqua^ef4  Jhould  be  obferved,  faith , 1 Ifthouturiie  away  thy  foote 
dperum.^Co-  from  the  Sabbath,  from  doing  thy  will  on  mine  Holy- 

loniae  Agrip. 

1^17.  Tom.^,Cok6o,6i5204jio^.  i Pag.  62^0*78 . * Exod.  10.  8, 9, 1 o, 1 1. 
Woikes  which  God  rcquiieth  on  the  Sabbath.  1 Ifay  58.1 3,14.  Dominico  die  a 
labore  terreno  ceffai\dum  eft,  atque  omnirHodo  oratiombus  infiftendum,  uc  ft  cjuid 
siegligentiaE  per  fex  dies  agirur,  per  diem  refurretftionis  Dominic#  pr#cibus  expie» 
tar  Greg Moymt 0Mb>i  jap.y  fol 4 5 i«F* 
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day,  and  call  the  Sabbath  a delight,  to  confecrare  it  as 
glorious  to  the  Lord  : and  lhait  honour  him,  not  doing 
thing  owne  wayes,  not  feeknig  thine  owne  will,  nor 
fpeaking  % vaine  word;  then  lhait  thou  delight  in  the 
Lord,  and  1 will  caufe  thee  to  mount  upon  the  high  pla- 
ces of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee  with  the  heritage  of  Ja- 
cob thy  Father,  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpoKen 
itS  Here  we  fee  how  the  Lor  drequireth  that  this  dayfhould  * How  the 
be  obferved,andwhatreJl  hee  looketh  for  at  our  hands . But,  Sabbath  day  it 
alas,  how  doe  wee  follow  the  order  which  the  Lord  hath  Jet  comume  ♦ 
downe  ? * Is  not  the  Sabbath  of  all  other  dayesmofb  abufed  ? » se©  here;pag, 
which  of  us  on  that  day  is  not  carrie  dwhet  her  his  affections  14 
leader  him,  unto  all  d’ffoluteneffe  of  life  ? How  often  doe 
we  uf'e  on  that  day  unreverend  Jpeech  ? which  of  us  hath  his 
heart  occupied  in  thefeare  of  God  ? who  is  not  led  away  to 
the  beholding  ofthofe  Spectacles, the  fght  whereof  can  bring 
but  confufon  to  our  bodies  and  foulest  Are  not  our  eyes 
(*  there ) earned  away  with  the  pride  of  vanity  l our  eares  ♦ At  Player 
abufed  with  amorous , that  is , lecherous , flthy,  and  abomi-  every  member 
nable  Jpeech  l Is  not  our  tongue  which  was  given  us  onely  to  man  1S 
glorife  God  with  all,  there  imployed  to  the  bUfjeming  of 
Gods  holy  Hyime,  or  the  commendation  of  that  is  wicked ? 

Are  not  our  hearts  through  the  pleafure  oftheflefh,  the  de- 
light of  the  eye,  andthe  fond  motions  of  the  mtnde,  with- 
drawn fom  the  fervice  of  the  Lord,  and  meditation  of  his 
gcodnefj'e  So  that  albeit  it  ts  a fhame  to  fay  it,  yet  dovbt — 
leffewkofoever  will  mark*  with  what  multitudes  thefe  idle 
places  are  replemjhed,  and  how  empty  the  Lords  San  fluary 
is  of  his  people, may  well  perceive  what  devotion  wee  have* 
Wemaywellfayweare  the  fervants  of  the  Lord , but  the 
fender  fervice  wee  doe  him , and  the  fmallregard  we  have  of 
his  Commandcments, declares  our  want  of  love  towards 
him.  1 For  if  yee  love  mee  (faith  C^nfi)  heepe  my  * Iohn  24.75  * 
Commandements.  Wee  may  well  bee  Hirelings,  but  wee 
are  none  of  his  Houfhold.  Wherefore  abufe  not  the  Sabbath 
day,  my  Brethren : leave  not  the  Temple  of  the  Lord:  Jit 
ft  ot  fttllin  the  quagmire  of  your  owne  lufis  »•  but  put  to>  your 
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firength  to  helpe  your  felves  before  jour  owne  waight  fincke 
fEphef.f,i6.  youdowneto  Hell.  { Redeerne  the  time  for  the  dayes  arc 
evill.  Alas  what  folly  is  it  in  you,  to  purchafcwith  a penny 
damnation  to  your  [elves  ? why  fe  eke  you  after  finne  as  after 
’None  delight  a banket?  * None  delight  m thofe  Speltacles , but  fuch  as 
in  common  would  bee  made  Spectacles.  Account  not  of  their  drojfe:  their 
pe  ic  cs  at  treaCHYes  are  too  frare  t0  ye  laid  up  in  the  rich  Coafers  Of  your 
beSpedades.  minde.  Jfepentance  is farthejt  fiomyonwhenyouare  nea- 
refltofuch  CM  ay -games.  All  of  you  for  the  mofi  part  doe 
lofeyour  time, or  rather  wilfully  cafi  the  fame  away,  contem- 
ning that  as  nothing  which  is  fo  precious  as  your  lives  cannot 

* Timewmild  redeerne.  * I would  to  Cjod  y ou  would  befiow  the  time  you 
not  bee  loft*  confume  in  thefe  vanities,  in  feeing  after  vertue  and  glory. 

For  to  Jpeake  truely ,whatfoever  is  not  converted  to  the  ufe 

* End  of  mans  wherefore  it  was  ordained,  may  befaid  to  bee  loft.  * For  to 
.creation,  this  end  was  man  borne,  and  had  the  benefit  of  time  given 

him , that  hee  might  honour,  ferve,  and  love  his  Creator, and 
thinke  upon  his  goodnejje.  For  what foever  is  done  without 
this,  is  doubt lefi'e  dafi  away.  Oh, how  canyou  then  excufe 
your  f elves  for  the  Ioffe  of  time ! doeyou  imagine  that  your 
carelejfe  life Jhall  never  bee  brought  into  queftion  ? Thinke 
yee  the  words  of  Saint  Paul  the  Apofile  werefpoken  in  vame, 

* i C'or.f.iQ.  when  hee  faith,  c We  mult  ail  appeare  before  the  Judge- 

ment Seate  of  Chrift,  chat  every  mail  may  receive  the 
things  which  are  done  in  his  body,  whether  it  be  good 
or  e vilU  When  that  account  Jhall  bee  taken,  I fear e me  your 
reckoning  will  bee  to  feehe,  &c,  u By  fuch  infamous  perfons 
as  Flayers  much  time  is  lofi,and  many  dayes  of  hone jl  travell 
are  turned  into  vaine  exercifes ; Touth  corrupted,  the  Sab - 
*YYhytheEm-  yatfo  propkaned,  &c.  * It  was  ordained  in Rome  by  the 
■ordained  but  ^mPerour  Trajan,  that  the  Romanes  fhould  ob ferve  but 
22, Holi  dayes  22  Holi-dayes thorowout thewholeyeere.  For heethought 
thorowout  the  without  doubt , that  the  gods  were  more  ferved  on  fuch  dayes 
yecie.  as  the  Romans  did  labour, then  on  fuch  dayes  as  they  re  fled) 

* God  werft  becaufe  the  vices  were  more  then  which  they  did  commit, 
ferved  on  the  then  the  facrifices  they  did  offer.  * And trufi  mee  lam  of 
Sabbath  dayes*  that  opinion,  that  the  Lord  is  never  fo  ill  ferved  as  on  the 

Holi-dayes. 
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H oli-day es.  For  then  Hell  breads  loofe.  Then  rvee  per- 
mit Youth  tohavetheir  fringe)  andwhenthey are outofthe 
fight  of  their  CM  afters,  fuch  government  have  they  of 
themfelves,  that  what  by  ill  company  they  meetc  withall , 
and  ill  examples  they  learne  at c Tlayes , / fear c me,  I fcare 
me  their  hearts  kre  more  alhenated  from'  virtue  in  two 
houres , then  againe  may  well  be  amended  in  a whole  yeere. 

Thushee;  yea  and  thus  M.*  Cjojfon,  M.  y Northbrook e,  *Inhi$SchooIe 
M. 2 Stubs, M.  * Brin  fly,  and  others  too  tedious  totran-  of  Abufes : and 
feribe,  together  with  the  exprefle  words  of  the  Statute  tlayes  Confu- 
of  i.Caroli.cap.i.  which  informes  us;  That  the  holy  te^j: 
keeping  of  the  Lords-day  in  very  many  places  of  this  Realme  oainlTvatmT 
hath  be ene  and  now  tsprophane d and  negletled,  by  a d/for-  phyes  and 
derly  fort  of  people,  in  exercifing  and  frequenting  Beare - Emerludes. 
bay  ting,  Bul-bayting , Rnterludes , common  Tlayes,  and  0-  1 Anatomy  of 
ther  unlaw full  exercifr  and  paftimes,  negletling  Divine  Abufes.p.xoi. 
Servtce  both  in  their  owne  Tarifhes,  and  elfewhere.  All  aVhird  part  of 
which  concurrent  teftimonies  are  a luificient  confirms-  the  True 
tionof  this  experimental!  truth;  that  Stage-playes  a-  Watch.cap.it* 
vocate,  with-hold,and  keepe  men  from  Gods  worfhip,  Abomination 
houfe  & ordinances>efpecially  on  Feflivals,  Holi-dayes,  5°-P^oa»- 
and  thofe  folemne  times  which  fhould  bee  more  pecu- 
liarly devoted  tp  his  fervice.  And  no  wonder  that  it 
f ihould  be  fo  : Firft,  becaufe  the  vulgar  people,  (who  are  t>  Populus  ac 
commonly  inamored  with  childifh  pleaiures,and  pom-  vulgus  impen- 
pous  vanities,)  are  exceedingly  delighted  with  torum  ludis 
terltid.es  and  Stage-flajes  ; as  *>  Tttlly  , ‘ 

emmpopuliac  multitudinis  comitia.  Populo  ludorum  magnificentia  voiuptati  eftQ. 
Ludis  deledamur  & capimur-Lexhaec  quae  ad  ludos  pertinet  eftomniu  gratiflima. 
Deledant  homines  mi*hi  crede  ludi.Id  autem  fpedaculi  genus  eratj  quod  omni  ft  e- 
quentia>atq;  omni  genere  hominum  celebratur;  quo  multirudo  msxime  deledatur. 
Oratio  \>roMur*na.p.4[6$3X.& Oratio  pr$  P Scxtio.p.  761  c yt  p^mum  pofvtis  nu- 

gari  Grasciahellis  Cacpit,&  in  vitium  fortuna  labier  xqua,Nunc  athletarum  ftudijs 
mire  arfit  aequorum.  Nunctibicinibus,  nunc  eft  gavifatragasdis,  Sub  nutnee  puella 
velut  fi  Iuderet  infans. EpijUib.  1. Epift.  1 .prfg.i8o.  His  nam  plebecula  gaudet.  Verum 
equitis  quoq;  jam  migravit  ab  aure  voluptas  Omnis  ad  incertos  oculos  & gaudia 
vana5&c,Nam  quae  pervincere  voces  Evaluere  fonum  referunt  quem  noftraTheatra? 
Garganum  mugire  putesnemus,autmare  Tufcum,Tanto  cum  ftrepuuludi  fpedan**- 
tur.  Ibidem,  pag.  183.284. 

* Juvenal* 
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4 Nam  qui  da-  & Juvenal,*  Thcodoricus  ,*  Ovid, with  S fundry  others  tcfti- 
bat  olim  Im-  fe:they  are, as  the  ApolUe  (peakes  ; 1 Lovers  of  pleafures 
pcrium,  fafcesa  more  ^*7? /0^r/0/^0d.Gods  prefence, Sacraments, Tem- 
nu^nunX  pie,  Word, and  fervice  are  not  fo  gratefull,fo  delightful! 
Continet,  atq-,  to  them,  a s thefe  : No  wonder  therefore  if  they  negletT 
duas  tan.u  res  the  one,  (which  are  but  a k yoke,  a 1 weanfomnejje,  a, 
a ax  i us  ope  at,  ™ pawe,  a burthen  to  them,)  to  enjoy  the  (infull  pleatures 
^cnCc^  Atrial  t^ie  °ther,  which  are  luitable  to  their  vaine  voluptu- 
Tatyr  ous  humour.  Secondly, bccaufe  thefe  Stage-play  pleasures 

Mazilicia  eil,  ar*  the  very  chief  eft  baites,  the ftrongefl , the  mo  ft  prevai- 
caivifle  anno  ling  Sngtns  which  theDevillhath,tdwith-draw  mens  hearts 
Circenfibus  from  (ft od:  'They  were  fo  in  former  ages,  as  n TertulLian, 
lia°'So6 r Ac*  ° Cyhrian'  p Chryfoftome,  <1  Lattantms,  r vAuguftine,  and 
imhj1  pace  im-  i SaLuian  teach  usj  no  wonder  therefore  if  they  bee  fo 
mcPas  nirmaeq;  now. 

Kcec  dicere  Thirdly,  as  Stage-playes  thus  with-draw  men  from 
plebis  Totam  Gods  fervice ; l'othey  bring  the  Word, the  ordinances, 
Cu-cus  carTt,&  WOfihip,  Minifters,  and  (incere  fervice  of  God  into 

or  autem  contempt  and  fcorne.  WitnefTe  Saint  Chryfoftome ^ho 
Percutit,  ihi-  exprefly  avers  it.  1 That  nothing  brings  the  Oracles  and 
dm.  \ag  1 1 r,  ^ Ordinances  of  Cjod  into  fo  threat  contempt,  as  the  admirati - 
efftal' hconve"*  °n  beholding  of  Stage-play  es.  Hence  u Latt  ant  ipu,  and 

mre  Cafliodo-  * Hierom  informe  us ; That  thofe  who  are  accuftomed  to 
rus  Variarum.  rhetor  tea  ll  Stage-play  es,  to  fweet  polifhed  Orations  and 
lib.i.  Epift.fi.  Toemsydefpife  theplatne  common  phrafe  and  humble  ft  tie 
f DeArteA-  of  the  Scriptures,  as  bajc  and  fordid feeling  after  that 
??dlnv^u  which  may  delight  th^irfenfes.  Hence  (ft  re  gory  Naz^ian- 
michu^ Marcus  ZjCH  inf°rmes  us ; * That  Stage-play es  make  men  unfit  to 
Aurelius,  Bpi-  he  are  Cjods  JVord,  and  caufethem  to  contemne  it.  ^ hd 
ftle  i 2.  to  lam- 

best  Auguft-De  Civ.Dei.l  i.c.*  1.32.I1.C.4.  to  29.  M.  Nrrthbrcoke,  and  M .Stubs}  qua 
fupra.  i iTim.^  4*  k Mat. 11.29. 50.  * Mai. 1.1$.  ra  1 Ioh  5 3.  n DeSpedbc. 
lib.  0 De  Speftac  lib.  P Hom.6.&  7. in  Matth.  s De  Vero  Cultu  c',20.ai.  r De 
Civit.Dei.l.i  c.$  i«1.2.c.$.to  19.  DeSymbolo  ad  Catechumenos  I.2.C.1,  * De  Gu- 
bernat.Dei.lib.6.  c Nulla  res  enim  sequeeloquia  Dei  in  contemptum  adducit,  ut 
fpefbculorum  qua?  in  The  at  ns  proponuniur52dmirsdo.  Hr, mil.  Ve  Verbis  Ifaia.  Vidi 
j)emnum,Tom  i.Col.i  28  3 £.v'ul.  lbidcm.de  Oratio.7.Tcm.5,Col.i  484.B.  u De  Vero 
Cultu,r.2i.  * £piihii,c.  j.See  Scene  ii.  * Orat10.39.p-60 j,  Quoniam  au- 
pQjrmone  Theatrum  repurgavimus,Scc. 
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j that  the  Inhabitants  of  Conflantmople  who  delighted y Sicuc  Circes 
much  in  Stage-places  * accounted  the  Divine  CMyjtenes  ^ 
and  Oracles  ofCjod,  but  a meer  effort , as  they  reputed  their  pro 

Stage-play es  and  Cirque-play es : implying  thereby  that  ludo  habenc. 
Play-haunters  For  the  molt  part, contemne  Gods  Word,  Otatio.$i,  fa 
his  ordinances,  and  all  f pirituail  things ; as  meere  toyes  haudm  atoa* 
and  trifles.'  This  truth  is  likewife  confirmed, by  x Saint  ***9 
stuguftwe, a Salvian , with  other  Fathers  and  Councels,  ™ 
in  the  two  precedent  ciaufes  : by  7\odolphus  Cjualther , a l >e  Guber- 
one  of  the^mincntefl  Divines  that  the  reformed  natione  Dei. 
Churches  have  bred, who  records  : b That  Stage-play  es,  1-6.  qua  Supra* 
and  common  aSlttors  bring  all  "Religion  into  contempt ; and  !*  Dmncsn  re- 
that  Plato  banifhed  them  out  of  his  Common-weale  for  this  contemptuni 
reaf on  among  others ; bccaufe  they  would  breed  a contempt  adducunt£ 
oftheCfods.  By  the  Author  of  the  3.  Blafi  of  T^etrait  Homtian.m 
from  Tlayes  and  Theaters ; by  AI.Goffon,Afafler  North- 
brookc, and  HT.Stubs, in  their  Treatifes  a gain] l Playes\  by 
LMafler  Brinfly,  in  the  third  part  of  his  1 rue  Watch . cap . 

11.  ^Abomination  30  pag.^oi.  and  c by  fundry  others  * D.Mw  white? 
too  tedious  to  recite.  And  doth  notour  owne  experi-  m his  Scrmwi 
ence fuffragate  to  this  truth?  Alas  who  more  vilifie  ^x^feaTi 
Gods  ordinances ; or  more  flight  his  Word,  his  Mini-  ’ ‘II* 
fters,his  Servants,  d then  Players  and  Play-haunrers  ? d See  Aft  4, 
who  fo  a heiftically  irreligious,fo  graceleffe,fo  godleffe,  ^cene  1 z- 
fo  negligent  of  all  holy  duties,  fo  little  acquainted  or 
inamored  with  Gods  Word,  his  worfhip,  his  fervice ; dTjmusyauod° 
as  they  ? Whence  is  it,  that  men  and  women  are  lately  propemodu  la- 
growne  fo  cold,  fo  heartlefle  in  religion  ; fo  remifie,  fo  chrymis  refero, 
carelefTe  in  ail  religious  duties;  fo  regardlefle  of  Gods  &cumferdi- 
Word,  his  Sacraments,  his  fervice : fo  lukewarme,  yea  n/nimd' °- ridT 
fo  frozen  in  their  love  to  God,  his  Saints,  his  Ordinan-  mm-^ec  uilfi6" 
ces  ? it  is  not  from  their  late  extraordinary  refort  to  tam-  jucundnm 
Play  es  and  Play*houfes,  which  is  now  more  frequent  tpeftaculu, 
then  in  former  times  ? For  my  owne  part  I can  impute  <luam  Cl,rifti- 
it  originally  to  nought  elfe  but  it.  Sure  I am  that  religi-  cav^llisT^ail 
on  is  no  where  more  lcorned  and  jefted.  at,  that  religi- 
ous  men  are  never  more  traduced,  then  on  the  * Stage : Qmio  u.p.sii 
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* See  Aft 
Scene  $.Se'y. 
accordingly. 
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ee  M.  Brin  fly  that  there  are  no  fuch  Seminaries  of  * atheifmey  irreligi- 
artrUcI^atCh*  ou^ne^e>  hlafphemy,  idolatry,  Heatheniime  and  pro- 
Abomfmnon*  phaneffe,as  Playes  and  Play-houfes:  This  the  Authors  in 
the  * precedent  zsftts  doe  fully  teftifie : It  is  more  then 
probable  therefore,  that  they  are  the  primary  funda- 
mental! caufes  of  this  moft  defperate  lewde  effect. 

Laftly,  Stage-playes  make  all  the  meahes  of  grace 
and  falvation,  all  the  ordinances  of  God  ineffectual!  to 
mens  fouies.  Men  heare,  men  read,  pray.;  receive  the 
Sacraments,  and  come  to  Church  in  vafrfe,  as  long  as 
they  continue  Actors  or  Spectators  of  Stage-playes, 
This  all  the  Fathers,  Councels,  moderne  Chriftian  Au- 
fruftus  nufqui  thors,  with  the  feverall  reafons  alleaged  in  the  three 
dtjcum  iniqui-  precedent  particulars,  abundantly  evidence ; revolue 
ntis  i heatra  them,  and  you  (hall  fiiide  it  true.  Saint  Chryfoftome  is 
&cQiLmilf-J  Pun<5f  Liall  to  this  purpofe : f Weelofe  (faith  hee)  all  the 
t as  dim  ill  uc  labour,  all  the  fruit  of  our  fafiing  whiles  wee  refort  to 
hmc  abis  ? ego  Stage-playes : jea  wee  reape  no  benefit  at  all  from  tht  tVord 
corago,  iile  ofCjod.  What  profitreape you  whiles  you  goe from  hence  to 
cor  rum  pit:  ego  t he  Theater ? I reprove  you  ; the  T layer  corrupts you : I 
boadhibeo  il-  apply  medicines  toy  our  difeafe • hee  mini  filers  the  fcwell  and 
lecaufammor-  occafion  of  the  difeafe'  I ext  inguijh  the  fire  of  nature  • hee 
bi  miniftrat:  kindles  a flame  oflufl : J buildup,  and  hee  puls  downe : Y ea 

ego  nature  hee  plainciy  informes  us,  S that  neither  the  Sacrament , 

Lam  am  extin-  %or  any  other  of  Gods  ordinances  will  doe  men  any  pood,  Co 
guojille  hbiai-  , J , Jr  J c , c • , J 

nisfldhimam  cnS  **  theyrejort  to  otage-playes.  Saint  sAugttJtine  m- 

accendit.  Qufc  formes  Us  ot  himfelfe  : n That  as  long  as  hee  delighted  m 
utilitasjdic  mi-  Stage-playes  (which  did  nourifh  irritate  and  foment  his 
hi?unus  aedifi-  iHjis  j i g0d  was  not  then  his  life,  and  that  his  life  was  not  a 


deftru^ns^rid  hfe^ut  a death.  k For  Stage-playes  (writes  hee)  are  the 

iibi labore  ^xoiice.n\ni}T>e?<enittnUei,Uorn  Toni.1)  X0I7  ^0.7 & Hom.j  DeDavid-jf 
& Saule  Hom.De  Verbis  Ifaiae.Vidi  Dominum, 8cc.  & Horn,,?  8. in  M.itth.  b Con- 
fcliionum.l.^.c.i.a.  5 Talis  vita mea,nunquid  vita crat  Deus  ir.eus'  ibid.  * Nara 
qiiarequotidie  mufcipulam  fpeftaculorunvnfaninm  ftadiofuoi  acturpiu  voluptatunf 
proponent  ft  ut  his  deleftntionibus  capiat,  quos  amiferatjac  Isetetur  denuo  fe  inve- 
nifle  quodperdiderat?  Fugitedikftiffimifpeftacula,  fugite  cavcas  turpifiimrs  DiaJ 
boii,  ne  vos  vincula  teneant  maligni  .Augufl  DeSymboload  fat  Si  bum  Jib.  2 .cay  i.Tcm.yi 
yin  i png.  1 3 ? 3 . 1 3 54  • vid  lb'tftmi 
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v?Tj  baitesi  the  fnares,  the  dens,  *zdfhaines  of  the  Dev  ill, 
wherewith  he  tal^esand  re  intraps  the  fo  tiles  dfihofe  whom 
he  hath  former  ly  left. Flie  therefore  Stage-play  es,0  beloved , 
the  filthie ft  dens  of  the  D evilly  left  the  bands  of  that  mahg-  1 Cofeihearfc 
nantone  hold  you  captive . 1 WhofoeveY  hee  bee  that  wiM*  Te^aculls 
obtaine  perfect  remiftion  of  his  ftnnesjet  him  keepe  and  With-  mifeftini 
draw  himfelfe  from  thefe  ffiettacles  of  the  world:  which  confeqmVrati- 
Laft  fentence  of  his  is  approved  both  by  m zAqumas  am remiflfonis. 
himfelfe,  and  by  n Alexander  Fabrici;ts>  for  good  Di-  Vera  & 
vinity  : If  then  Players  and  Play-haunters  bee  thus  lpi-  ^^3eiJlcen“ 
ritually  dead ; if  they  are  in  the  very  chaines  of  the  De-  m Seaiiida  fe- 
vill ; and  uncapableofthe  fullremiflion  of  their  linnes,  cimdse.Quseft, 
as  long  as  they  delight  in  Stage-playes,  or  refort  unto  ioS.Arric.a. 
them,  as  this  Father  writes;  needs  mull  Gods  holy  Or-  & 3 • 
dinances  bee  altogether  unprofitable  to  their  foules  vitiorunf  ?nU 
whiles  they  refort  to  Playes.  A plainer  never  heales,  as  4.c.2j«fe<ft.2?rS 
long  as  there  is  an  Arrowes  head,  or  poyfon  in  the  0 Seep.  39.  y 
wound  : Stage-playes  are  an  Arrowes  head,  0 a yeno - accordingly. 
mou* poyfon  to  the  foules  of  men ; they  are  cankers  to  their  A<^  ?*• 
grac  zSi?  me  ere  f re  and  few  ell  to  their  lufts : no  wonder  ro^eu*’ 
then  if  Gods  Ordinances  never  cure  their  fotfes,  whiles  7.sL-cne  >.  4. 
they  refort  to  Stage-playes.  It  was  the  S ufe  of  Flayers  sTheodoret 
andF*  l ay -haunting  'Fagans  in  the  ‘Primitive  Church , as  Contra  Grae- 
foone  as  ever  they  were  converted  to  the  Chriftian  Faith  ; to 
renounce  and  utterly  abandon  Stage-playes ; as  altogether  ^ 8 
incompatible  with  their  Chriftian  pro feffi 'on ; and  making  p.  Condi, 
xllthe  meanes  of  grace  tneffettuall  to  their  foules . Doubt-  Arelatenfe  1. 
-fie  the  very  ietfefame  courfe  mull  be  taken  now.  Hee  Can. 4.5.6c  A- 
lat  would  thrive  in  grace  and  holinefie ; hee  that  Canlo^EU 
ould  have  the  Word,  the  Sacraments,  falling,  prayer,  bercinum.Can 
*.r  any  other  of  Gods  ordinances  effe&uall  to  his  foule,  6z  .Conftanti- 
nuft  bid  an  eternall  farewell  unto  Stage-playes.  Thus  nopoi.  6,  Can* 
Jid  * two  eminent  ‘ F lay-poets  and  Play-haunters  of  our  p-  Pmnafius* 
twne  • upon  their  very  firft  converfion  unto  (fod , as  xthem - 

Antonini  Chronicon.pavs  i.Tit.i  j.c.io.Ced.i  ^.fol.Tji.  * M.Stcpbw  (Zeflon,  St  the 
\uthor  of  the  j.Blaft  of  Retrait  from  Playes  and  Theaters.  * Mafter  Goffofi , in  his 
hoole  of  Abufes,arid  in  his  Playes  Confuted  : The  Epiftlcs  to  it,  and  A Aion  r» 
ie  5.  Biaft  of  Retrait  from  Piaves  and Theaters.pag449.to  ^4. 
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trait  from 
Playes  and 
Theaters. 


felvetrecord ; they  abandoned? lay es  and  P lay -making,  at 
ivconCftent  with  falvation,with  Chrijliantty,with  the  grace, 
t The  Schoole  the  fervice.the  ordinances  of  God.refolving  never  to  return e 
©f  Abufe..  unto  them  more ; but  to  their  powers  to  oppugnethem,  atfor- 

Playes  Confu  mcrh  they  had  admired,compofed  & frequentedthem-yvhich 
ted  inj.Afti-  tf)  A.  ^ accordingly  in  ‘feverallprinted  Bookes:  W herefore 
ons.  The  ^roin  antbefe  leverall  premiles  thus  confirmed  by  rta- 
fon,  by  authority,  l may  fafely  frame  this  3 8.  Syllo*- 
gifme  againft  Stage-playes. 

That  which  unfits  and  indifpofeth  men  to  the  accep- 
table holy  performance  of  all  religious  duties:that 
which  either  with-drawes,  orkeepes  men  from 
Gods  fervice  at  times  of  greateft  holinelfe  and 
devotion,  and  brings  the  Word,  the  worlhip, 
with  all  the  ordinances  of  God  into  contempt; 
making  them  vaine  and  ineffeduall  to  mens 
foules;  muft  needs  bee  finfult,  and  utterly  unlaw- 
full  unto  Chriftians.  See  Heir.  12. 1.  J im- 1 .2 1. 
\<Pet-v.  1,2.  accordingly. 

But  * this  doe  Stage-playes,  as  is  evident  by  thepre- 
• 

Therefore  they  muft  needs  bee  nnfull  and  utterly  un- 
law full  unto  Chriftians. 

viens,necpe- 


^ Neque  enim 
ofterri  poterir© 
Deo  oculus 
fcortationi  fer- 


Act  vs  6.  Scsna  Decima-tertia. 

THe  |2*.  tffed  of  Stage-playes  is,  that  they  breed  la 
the  hearts  of  their  Adors  and  Spedators  an  inward 
difdteeme,  a violent  antipathy,  an  inplacablecnmjrya- 
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gainfttbe  pracHcall  power  cf  grace  and  holinefle  ; a« 
gaiu4t  all  pious  and  religious  men*  This  1 Lattantins,  *DeVeroCuh 
this  u Chryfoflome , * ssfugufiine,  y Salvian , x (final-  tu-c.io#&  ij. 

ther,  The  a csfutbor  ofthe  ^.Blafi  of  Retrait  from  Tlayes  u ^ora* 
andTh  eaters,'*  M.  North  brooke,  c M.  Stubs,  with  ilin-  D^Verbis'lU1' 
dry  * others  exprefly  tcftifie.  Yea  this  our  ownc  expe-  raise^  Vidi  Do- 
rience  muft  fubferibe  too.  For  who  more  bitter,  more  mmum,  &c. 
virulent  more  implacable  ad  verfaries  to  the  power  ofEDe  Civ.  Dei, 
godiinelfe,  to  thole  who  excell  in  grace,  in  piety  : who  J.1  zo- 
iuch  deriders,  haters  c flanderers,  deibilers  of  puriry,  nanoa/lX*" 
of fincerity,  of  devout  and  holy  Chriftians,  as  * CT  layers  and  hbApag.i^y, 
Piay-haunttrs?  None  abhorre,  revile,  traduce,  deride  196,  0 

or  fcornetbem  more  then  they.  And  no  wonder  : for  z Hcmiliaij; 
Saint  ‘Paul foretold  it  long  agoe;  f That  fuch  who  are 
lovers  of  pleafures  more  then  lovers  offiod  (as  Players  and  b rreanft  a 
Play-patrons  for  the  moft  part  are)  arealwayes  defpifers  a^nrt  Vame 
efthofe  that  arc  good \ having  onely  a forme  ofgodhneffe,but  Playes  and  £i> 
denyingthe power  thereof  L act  anti  us  hath  given  the  true  tedudes. 
realon  o fit.  8 Everyone  (faith  he)  that  finnes  defire  elbow 
roome,  he  would  have  free  liberty  to  finne  without  control l;  tQ 
neither  canhee  take  any  full  delight  in  cvill , unleffe  there  be  a M.GoJfon,hi$ 
none  to  difapprove  his  wicked  courfes • Therefore  hee  defires  Sclioolc  of  A- 
to  roote  out  allgood  men , who  are  offenfive  and  dijp leafing  to  bufes,&Playes 
him,  becaufethey  are  not  onely  witneffes  of  his  evill  deeds , Confuted.  A 
but.likewife  reprove  and  fhame  them  by  their  different  holy  \y  ’Vatts°of 

O 1 

Cittics.  See  here.  Aft  j.Scenc  6.  thorowout  accordingly,  e Vt  imprebos metuuni 
quos  optimos  fentire potuertint*  Ntiniiciut  Fel1x.OcIav.p4i,  * Nam  tibicinas,  rr.imi, 
praeltigiatoresjbalatrones  jocis  tantum  placent  feurrilibus  ad  exhiierandos  animos, 
Thilo  ludautiViViUCoritMpl.p.izo?.  f % Tim,$.  3,4,5.  5 Veritas  ided  Temper  in- 
▼ifa  eft, quod  is  quipeccat,  vult  habere  liberum  peccandi  locum,  nec  aliter  fe  purat 
malefa&orum  voluptate  fecurius  perfrui  pofle,quam  li  nemo  lit  cuicieli&a  non  pk- 
ceant.Ergdtanquamfcelerum  & malitia;  fuse  teftes  extirpate  funditus  nitunttir  ac 
toliere,gravefque  fibi  putant,  tanquam  vita  eorum  coarguatur.  Cur  enim  funt 
aliqui  intempeftive  boni,  qux  conuptis  moribus  publicis  convicium  bene  viven- 
do  faciant > Cur  non  omnes  func  aeque  mali,  r a paces,  impudici,  adulteri,  periuri, 
cupidi, fraudulent!  ? quin  potius  auferantur,  quibus  coram  male  vivere  pirdet,  qiu 
peccantinmfrontem,etli  non  Yerbis,  qui  tacent,  tamen  ipfo  vita;  genere  diflimili 
feriunt  & verberant.  Caftigareenim  videius  quiamque  diffemit.  LaUsntnisVt  Ivjip 
ft*.  cap.? yagi  82. 

D dd  + 3 


lives. 


Fol. 


Part,  i 


Hifiris-Maflix. 


lives,  though  they  never  jbeafc of  them  )vith  their  tonga  es 
- 7 heir  Very  holy  lives  are  a reproach,  a fcandall  to  thctrdif- 
folute  manners  .therefore  they  flander  andabhor  them.S.Hu- 
h Non  audias  guftine  oft-times  informed  us ; h That  the  degenerates  vo- 
degenercs  tnos  luptuous  \P agans , did detrafl  from  Chrtfland  Chrifttans,ac- 
Chrifto  Chri-  Cu(ing,yea decLiimingagainft the  Chriflian  times, as  evilly 
hemes  t • hecaufethey  fought  not- after  fuch  times  in  which  their  lives 

cufantes  velut  might  bee  quiet, but  rather  mwhich  their  wickedneffe  might 
cempora  malas,  beefecure\  mwhich  they  might  fecurely  enioy  their  wicked 
cum  quadrant  Stage-play  es,  their  fnfulllujls,  and  worldly  pie  a fares,  with- 
tempora  in  out  any  reprehenfion  or  reflraint . This  doe  our  Pagani- 
iuie«vita,Vd  z*nS  A<^tors  and  Play-haunters  now  ; they  hate,  revile 
Iccuranequitia.  ana  (lander,  all  zealous,  pratticall  Chriflians,  under  '1  the 
<4ugu[LDe  civ  it.  Tearmes  ofTuritanes,  Trefcitians,  Ifovellers,  Fachomfls, 
t)ei.l,z.c.i9,rDe  * Holy -hr eathren,tJM.en of  the  Spirit , Bible-beares,  Ser- 
Ctrafenfu . Evan-  mon- haunters,  Hypocrites,  Holy-fflers,  and  a world  of  fuch 
fVm-crumcm  like  ignominious,  difgracefull  tearmes,  (though  iome 
pimus  vas  in-  of  them  in  themfeives  are  honourable,  having  the  holy 
cruft  are.  Pro-  Ghoft  himfeife  for  their  Author,  how  ever  prophane 
i»us  quis  nobif-  ^theifticall  perfons  turne  them  into  very  mottoes  of 
eft1  d!m  if*  difgrace:)  They  abhor  the  very  appearances  of  all  grace 
(as1  homo-1 11 H and  hoiineiTe,  as  diametrally  oppoiite  to  their  ungodly 
*jrjo  cognome  courfes,  to  their  prophane,  lafcivious,  ribaldrous  Enter- 
^inguis  damns,  ludes,  which  all  the  Saints  of  God  have  evermore  con- 
tiic  fugit  om-  demned.  k Theythinke  itflrange  that  holy  men  run  not 
nuli/^nado  vpn^°  t^jem  int0  t^)e  fdme  excejfe  ofnot,  into  the  felfelame. 
Ut  usbbdic  a-  pieafures  and  delights  of  finne,  in  which  they  plunge 
. pemim?  (Qnd  themfeives  : therefore  jpeake  they  evill  of  them;  1 there- 
genus  hoc  inter  fore  they  reproach,  traduce,  contemne , detefi,  oppugne  them 

vuae  verfetur  with  the  very  heirht  of  ipleene,  of  malice  • as  being  an  eye- 
ubi  acris  Invi  • J J n J ° 

dia  atque  vigent  ubi  crimina)  pro  bene  fano,  Ac  non  incautOj  fiftum  aftutumqj  vo- 
cam  us.  Simpbcior  ti  quis,  ut  forte  legentem,  Aut  taciturn  impeliat,  quovis  fermcne 
moleitus : Communi  feniu  plane  caret,  inquimu$,&c,  Horacc.Scrmo.Ub.i . Satyr.\.  peg . 
169.170.  * Hebr,j.  z.  k 1 Pet. 4.  $,4.  1 Expedit  emm  vobis  neminem  videri 
bonum,  quad  aliena  virtus  exprobratto  deli&orum  veftrorum  fit«  Inviii  fplendida 
turn  fordibus  ueftns  confertis,nec  mtelligitis  quanto  id  veftro  derrimento  audeatis* 
3Nam  li  illi  qui  virtutem  fequuntur,  aman,hbidinoft,  ambitiofique  funt  > quid  vos 
t&isj  quibas  ipfum  nomen  virtutis  odio eft,&c  ? StntfaTXVita  Bcata.cap.  19. 

fore. 
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lore,  yea  a life-fore  to  them,  as  prefenc  experience  can 
informe  us  Hence  therefore  1 argue  in  the  39.  place.  cA rgumcm 

That  which  ingenders  in  the  hearts  of  its  Actors  and  39. 
Spectators,  an  inward  hatred  , an  undervaluing 
dilelfeeme,  a violent  antipathy,  a virulent  enmity, 
againft  the  practical!  power  of  grace  and  holi- 
ritffe ; againft  all  holy, gracious3  godly  Chriftians; 
mull:  needs  be  finfull  and  abominable  unto  Chri- 
ftians.  Witneffethe  I Jokn$. lo.to  20.  fthiLqM, 

9.  and  infinite  other  Scriptures. 

But  this  doe  * Stage-piayes,  as  is  evident  by  the  pre-  * $ec  PhiI° 
miles,  by  experience,  and  by  8.  Scene  7.  thecum^ih 
Therefore  they  mull  needs  be  finfull  and  abominable  i\o6. 
unto  Chrillians.  Qaafi  in  The- 

atre exfibih- 

barrur,  fubfannabamur.  Si  irridebamnt  fupra  modum.  Tbild Dslcgatione ad Cahtift . 
j0g.i399.See  hete,p3g.54i. 


Actvs6.  Scena  Decima-qvarta. 

THe  14,  fruit  of  Stage-piayes  is  this  : That  they  in-  I4 
amor  men  with  the  love  of  finne  and  vanity, which 
is  ill:  yea  harden  them  in  their  finne,  and  indilpofe  u Voluptas  e-*v 
them  to  repentance,  which  is  farre  worfe.  The'  more  a ^minfauabilis 
man  reforts  to  Stage-piayes,  u the  more  he e delights  in  ma'orem^ff1? 
fime,  in  vanity,  feurriiity,  lewdndfe  $ in  Pagan  Rites  and  'ctf}°z [nicrom. 
Ceremonie^  the  more  is  hee  obdurated  and  confirmed  comment  Ub,i. 
in  his  vitiodf  wicked  courfes  ; the  more  is  hee  indifpo-  **  orce . 
fed  to  repentance : Piayes  are  the  x Birdlime,  the  eii-  * 
chaunting  7 frnres  of  Satan,  with  which  he  z captivates  vffcus^oxkatu 

(^uo  Diabolus  mc^tuv. Cyprian  VeSingtdaritateClcricoritJcrn.i.p.xoy  y t-'Tim.z.zO. 
z Voluptas  efcamalorunijcjiuahomineseatanquam  pifees  hamo  capiuntur : Ratio- 
ni  inimica  elTperftringit  mentis  oculo3,nec  ullum  habet  cum  virrute  commerciiuru, 
Cicero  Vc  Sene  Bute*  lib.  png.6jz. 

and 
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and  tnt  angles  fifties  through  pleafure  and  delight:  they 
are  his  chief  eft  inftruments  to  expell  all  gcdly  forrow 
from  mens  hearts,  to  ftupifie,  to  cauterize  their  conlci- 
ences ; to  banifh  the  very  feare  and  thoughts  offinne 
out  of  their  mindes;  to  remove  the -fence,  the  fting  of 
confciencc  & iniquity  far  from  their  foules  : to  lull  their 
4 sec  I fay  hearts  afleepe  in  deepe  fecurity  ; * to  chafe  away  farre 

1 1 .u.Ezcch.  fromthem  all  thoughts  of  Hell,  of  death,  of  damnations  ft  he 
x z.z7  .Amos  6.  day  of  judgement ; to  foreftall  all  hclpes,ali  preparatives, 
x4 1°  9.  ai i meanes,  all  motives  to  repentance,  and  to  with-hoid 
men  from  it.  Alas,  how  can  he  loath  finne  in  the  ftreet, 
♦Nifi  odcri-  b who  delights  in  it  in  the  Play-houft?  How  can  hee 
mus  malum  mourne  for  it  in  his  Clofet ; who  (ports  himfclfe  with 
bonum  amare  jt  jn  the  jheater  ? How  can  hee  weepe  for  it  in  fecret, 
™ierom.  £^.4!  * who  c^us  Hughes  at  it  in  publike  ? How  can  he  lookc 
cap.  6.  1 upon  it  with  deteftation  in  himfelfe,  who  makes  it  his 

* See  Chiyfo-  recreation  when  it  isaded  by  others  ? How  can  here- 
flome  Hom. 6,  |lounce  # abhorre,  condemne  it  at  home  ; who  thus 
cdknti  *o~  applaudes,  affeds,  admires  it  abrode  ? Certainely,  hee 
this  putpofe.  can  never  make  finne  his  greateft  griefe,  who  makes 
Hcre,pag.4o2,.  the  reprefentations  of  it  his  chiefeff  mirth  : He  canne- 
403, 404,  ver  make  ribaldry,adultery,whoredome#  inceft,and  the 
like,  the  everlafting  objeds  of  his  hatred,  who  makes 
the  hearing,  the  feeing,  the  ading,  the  lively  reprefen- 
tations and  pidures  of  them,  the  daily  objeds  of  his 
c pfaj4  j8.?54j  chiefe  delight.  Every  true  penitent  muff  be  fenfible  of 
f4M3tth.11.19>  finne  ; c hemuflfeele  the  fling , the  venom  of  it,  d fee  the 
3 i.Ier.z  19,  filth  of it,  c bewayle  the  guilt  of  it, { hate  the  very  appear  an- 
Rom.7.11,13,  ces and refemb lances  of  tt;  fiie  o allthe  occafonsof  it,allthe 
Mob  o c a^firement5t0  it,  7ea  h utterly  abhorre  the  very  fight  and 
4z.6.  ilhy  6*5]  hearing  of  it, as  a mofi  execrable, horrid, and  a^urfed  thing . 
cap.  6a.6.  And  can  Players,  can  Play-haunters  then,  1 who  fiend 


* 6,7.  their  dayes  in  myrth,  in  carnall  tollity,  in  laughing,  in  re- 

1*8  138 * i°ycin§’  *n  nhaldrous  fongs,  in  fcurrilous jefts,  in  amo- 

Kom^7.V47«l6'  rous  Poems,  in  wanton  Comedies;  inlewdedifcourfes, 

* 1 Thef.5.xi  .Iuc!ei$.  f Matth.tf.13.  Pror.j.7,8,9.  * lob  31.1,7.  Ifay  33.1 

i lob ax.iiji z,  13.  Iam.5. 5. 

ia 
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in  adulterous  reprefentations,  wallowing  in  the  very 
mire  of  fenfuality,  voluptuoufncflfe,  and  fuch  like  beaft- 
ly  finneiS,  without  the  leaft  remorfe,  be  neere  to  true  re- 
pentance, or  to  thewayes,  the  preparatives  that  lead 
and  bring  men  to  it  ? O no  I A penitent  heart,an  hum- 
bled foul  e,  a circumcifed  eare,an  eye  that  weepes  in  kI% 
truth  for  finne,  kfc'  altogether  impatient  of  fuch  objects,  1 ^>cc,a-pr*fia^ 
fuch  Enterludes,  and  delights  as  thefe.  Witneffe  the  ^videasquod 
padlife  of  the  Pagan  converts  in  the  Primitive  times,  l~#ho  necafpicere 
immediately  upon  their  baptifme , and  fyncere  repentance  po flit  Irons pu- 
d/d  utterly  renounce  all  St  age-play  es  as  accttr fed  Pleafures,  dica.Cyrian.S- 
not  daring  to  ret urne unto  them  againe : Witnefle  all  Chri-  P*fld,z-  x* 
Ilian  converts  of  latter  times,  who  have  done  the  like.  1 Tteodorer. 
Thus  did  Saint  iyiuguftine  heretofore,  as  m himfelfecon - Conrrs  Gr«- 
fejfeth  ; thus  did  n CM.  Cj  offon  and  the  ° c, Author  of  the  cos  Infideles* 

3 . Blafi  of  Portrait  from  St  age-play  es  of  late ; as  themfelves  Marryribus 
record:  before  there  repentance  andconverfon  they  compo- 
fed , they  admired  Stage-play  es ; immediately  vpon  their  A^datenfb  i 
repentance  and  reformation  they  utterly  abandoned  them,  Gan. 4,5,8c 
and  wrote  againfi  them  : Thus  likewife  did  P tAhpim,  Can«20,Ehber- 
Saint  a A ugu fines  convert,  as  himfelfe  relates : ^ thus  all  tmum.Can.tf2. 
that  heartily  and fincerely  turne  to  (fodhave  ever  done:  their  Can°^j  ^ am*<5# 
repentance  drew  them  flrft  from  Playes  & Play-houfes,  mCoWefftonu. 
and  then  bent  their  hearts,  their  judgements,  their  l.$.c.i.z.&1.4* 
tongues,  if  not  their  pens  againfl  them:  Thus  was  it  c.i.8ci4. 
with  the  wanton  Poet  Ovid ; xhis  very  morall  Heathenifh  n Anatomy  of 
repentance,madehimtodeteft  and  write  againfl  thofe  Playes  pj  u 
and  Play-houfes , which  formerly  hee  commended:  And  ted^accordinX 
will  net  then  true  Chnllian  Evangel icall  repentance  \y. 
much  more reclaime  men  from,  embitter  their  hearts,  °Ib;dem.  pag, 
their  tongues, and  pens  againfl:  thefe  Heathenifh,  Hel-  4^;to/4’  „ 

lilhj  and  polluted  pleafures  ? undoubtedly  it  will,  as  ap-  1™U‘ 

peares  by  all  the  Play- contemning  Counccls,  Fathers,  q Sec  ciuyfo- 
and  other  Chriflian  Authors  here  recited,  and ( by  the  ftom.Hom.38. 

. in  Matth.  Ter- 

tullian,DeSpcftacu!is.c.i4.Sccnerc,Aa8.Scenc  2.3, 4, accordingly.  < TolliThea- 
tra  jube,  non  tuta  Iicentia  Circi  eft,8tc.  Triftiumjib.a. compared  with  his  1.  Bookes 
De  Arte  Amandi,  r See  Ad. 7. Scene  2*3,4.  & 5, 

See  * 


concurrent 
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concurrent  fuffrageofthe  devoute ft  Chriftians  in  all  ages, 
who  have  conftantly  condemned  and  declaimed  againft 
* Sec  Art  6,  Stage-playes,  as  the  very  1 greateft  corruptions  that  can 
Scene  j,tho-  befall  a Church  or  Chnfttan  State.  The  farther  men  are 
rowout.  ftom  Playes and? lay -houfe  s,  theneerer arc  they  ( faith  an 

0 The  Blaft  u Author)  to  true  repentance : the  neerer  to  them,  the 
of  Retrait  from  further  are  they  from  this  foule-faving  grace.  Hereupon 
Playes  and  feme  Fathers  well  obferve,  'that  Saint  Paul  writing  to 
Theaters  «pag.  Philemon  to  provide  an  houfe  or  lodging  for  him,  (Phile- 
7E  IT  e mon>  veff«220  wouldhave  fuch  an  houfe  as  was  not  neere 
rat  Cprimum  ut  the  Theater  or  place  of  pub  like  interludes,  whither  lafei - 
domus  in  cele-  viousperfons  running  did  follow  all  filthy  things,  left  its  fil- 
bri  effet  urbis  thy  vicinage  Jhould  make  it  det  eft  able.  Certainely  if  1C 
lcco,ad  quem  were  not  meete  for  an  eminent  Apoftle  to  dwell  neere 
facile  conveni-  p|ayes  or  play-houfes,  for  feare  their  lewde  vicinity 
abomniTm-6  fbould  make  his  habitation  deteftable  to  Chriftian  Au- 
portunitate  ?a-  ditors  who  reforted  to  it : much  more  unfeemely  is  ir 
cuaeflet,  ac  for  a penitent  XZhriftian  (who  muft  abftaine  notonely 

ampb,  qua?  from  evill  it  felfe,  >f  but likewifeftom  all  the  appear  ancies 

ret^auTientnT*  °fit)  t0  refort  to  Playes  and  Piay-houfes  themfeives, 
nec  proxima  * which  are  farre  more  noxious,  more  contagious  then 
fpcttaculorum  the  houfes  neere  adjacent  to  them.  <*As  hee  therefore, 
locis,ne  turpi  who  would obtaine  the  perfect  grace  ofremijfion,  muft  with - 
vicina  detefta-  draw  him  fife  fern  the  Speliacles  and  interludes  of  the 
wor~d  5 lt  Saint  1 oAuguftine,  a Aquinas,  crour  ovvne 
mnm.  vtrf.ii.  Country-man h -Alexander  Fabric  ins  write  true  Dodrinc; 
7om  zy.s96.-B.  fo  bee  that  would  attaine  the  grace  of  true  repentance 
Bt  quia  ubi-  muft  wholy  c fequefter  him  fife  ftom  Playes  and  Play - 
ftcSa-^r^0'1  ^ofifes'  w^ich  are  altogether  incompatible  with  true 
repentance,  and  both  hindring  men  from  it, and  indifpo- 
confluebat,nc-  ling  them  to  lt,  to  the  cterna.1  lolle,  the  irrecoverable 
ceffe  erat  ut  perdition  of  their  deareft  foules.  Wherefore  I fhall 
magnam  domu 

haberet,&  qua?  remota  cflet  a Circo,aThearrc,5c  aSpe&aculcy.ibi  lafeivi  d'fcurren- 
ces,turpia  qitxq;  fe  db  bantu?,  Sxsgefs  ad  I’bilcmoncm  & Rmigy  Spifcopi  Rhcmcnfis 

Explanation  Epiji.  ad  Vbilmoncm.  Bibl.  Vatrum-  Tern  5 -pars  $ .p.  991.  C.  7 1 Tbef.$.iz. 
* De  Vera  & ialf-i  P2nitentia.l1b.cap.15.  * Secundafecrn.l2.Qu2ft.io8.Artic.z«$. 
^ Deftructorium  Vitiorum.pars  4C.2$.fc&.2,  * Seclfay  51.11.  z Cor.6.jy4 
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epitomize  this  Scene  into  this  39.  Play-refuting  Argu-  ^Argument 
ment.  59. 

That  which  inamors  men  with  finne  and  vanity ; 
which  hardens  them  in  their  finnes,dctaines  them 
in  their  wicked  courfes,  and  indifpofeth  them  to 
true  repentance  ; muft  needs  be  utterly  unlawful!, 
and  execrable  unto  Chriftians  : Witneffe,  Pfat* 

101.3.  P/4/.1  19.37*  4.5. 

But  this  doe  Stage-playes,  as  the  premifes  demon- 
(Irate. 

Therefore  they  muft  needs  bee  utterly  unlawful!,  and 
execrable  untp  Chriftians. 


Actvs  6.  Scena  Decima-qvinta. 

‘He  i £ . confequent  or  effed  of  Stage-playes  is ; that  15 
they  effeminate  their  Adors  and  Spedators;  ma- 
king them  mimicall,  hiftrionicall,lafcivious,api(h,amo- 
rous,  and  unmanly,  both  in  their  habites,  geftures, 
fpeeches,complements,and  their  whole  deportment: 
enervating  and  refolvim  the  virility  and  vifor  of  their6,  Camiis  & 
mtndes , to  their  owne  private  and  rhe  publike  preju-  tarfi  &com3e- 
dice.  This  Plato  De^pkblica  Dialogs 7.  C le-  dorum,mimo- 
rnens  aAlcxandrtnm  P Ada  go gi  lib,i.  cap.q.*  lib . 3 . cap.  1 1 • rumque  urba- 
TertulhanDe  Spetlaculis .cap. 17 .CypnanDe  Spettaculis . nhates  &ftro- 

lib.  & Epifl.hb.  i.Epifl.  2.  ‘Donato . LaElantitu,  DeVero  Per  aures. 

^ / r > ct\  * * t n ■ 7-  /i  s tt  introientcs,vi- 

Cnltu  cap, 20. & E> ivmarum  Pnjt it . Epijt ,cap.6 . Hierom.  rjiir3tem  men- 

Adverfus  Jovinianum.lib. 2.  cap.y.  JVa^ianujen.De Retta  tis  effa;minant, 

Hierom.  Adverf. 

lovirtianum.  lib.  1.  cap.  7.  Carmina  Poetarum,  Comxdiarum  & Tragasdiarum 
aflus,mimorum  urbanitates  & ftvcphas  & quicquid  hujufmodi  pec  aurem  incedit, 
virilitatem  mentis  efpeminanc.  loannis  Salisburienjis.  T)t  Nttgis  Curia  Hum , lib*  S 
Sib!.  Fatrrn.  Tom.  1 5 . f4g,  46  $ . D. 

See  * 2 Educations 
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* See  Scene  4 , S' due  at  tone  ad  S elucum.pag.  306 3 . * Chryfofiome  Hom'd.  6. 
befoxef  & 38.  in  CMatth.&  Oratioy.  formerly  quoted.  Aup^u- 

fiine  De  Civ  it  ate  Dei.  lib.\ . cap.  32.3  3 . Salvian . 6V- 

bernatione  Dei.  lib.  <5.  Joannes  S alts  bur  ienfis,  De  T{ugis 
Curialium.  lib.i . cap  8.  & lib. 8.  cap.  6.  S dxo-Grammat i- 
cus.Danica  Htjl.  lib.  6.pag.  103.  The  3-BlafiofRetrait 
from  P lay es and Snterludes . M Cjualther.  Horn.  I \%in Na- 
hum.Bo dinus  De  Republica.hb~6.c.i,Ludovicus  Ttves,De 
Caufis  Corruptions  Artium • /.  2.  c.  81.82,83.  M.  Robert 
Boulton, inhis  Dtfcourfe  of  True  HappinejJe.pag.  73 . 

* See  Ammia-  with  f lindry  Authors  formerly  quoted  in  the  5.  Scene  of 

nus  Marceili-  this  prefeent  Ad:&  Aft  5 • Scene  3 . 6.  exprefly  tefti/ie . 
nus.H1ftd.28.  * Thefe  effeminated  the  Cjrecians^the  Romanes  heretofore, 
nm's^  De'o^°"  rcf°bving^heir  valour  into  floath  and  lazLineffe,  and  fo  ma- 
dentali  Impe-  kl^gthem  a booty  to  thed  enemies , which  made  the  Afaf- 
riojib.i.pae.  fdienfes  and  Scipio  ficanm  to  fupprejfe  them.  And 
3 a.&  Aft  6~  if  this  evidence  is  not  fuilicient,  our  ovvne  experi- 
5>cene  5.  tho-  ence  can  fufljciently  manifeft  this  truth.  For  whence  is 
*°Converte  it  that  many  of  our  Cj entry  are  lately  c degenerated  into  a 
rant  in  mulie-  m°re  then  S ardanapaliati .effeminacy  ; that  they  are  now 
brem  tolcran-  fofantaftique  in  their  appareil,  lo  womannilh  in  their 
tiam  viri,non  frizled  Periwigs  Xo^e-fotkes5aiid  long  effeminate  poul- 
tifum  tamum  dred  pounced  haire 3 fomimicali  in  their  geftures;  fo 
fedetiam  vftT ’ t^miTiate  in  their  lives ; fo  Player-like  in  their  deport- 
tum,  inceflwm,  ment ; fo  amorous  in  their  fpeeches  ; fo  lafeivious  in 
habimm,  & their  embracements;  fo  unmanly,  degenerous  and  un- 
t°tum  penitus  Engliih  (if  I may  fo  fpeake)Un  their  whole  converfari- 
qmcqmd  aut  on . js  [ t not  principally  from  their  refort  to  Pi  ayes,  to 
in  Mafqaes,  and  fuch  like  antique,  apifli  Paftimes,  the  ve- 

deo  verfa  funt  ry  Schooles  to  trainethem  up  in  all  effeminacy,  and  fan- 
in  direr fum  taftiqne  folly  ? undoubtedly  it  is.  Wherefore  I fhail 
omma,  «t  cum  briefely  conclude  this  Scene  with  this  40.  Play-oppuu- 

oparteat°qulm  That  which  effeminates  mens  mindes,  mens  man- 

fi  muliebre  aliquid  in  fe  habere  videanrur,  nunc  nihil  turpius  viris  quibufdam 
■Yidemr,  quana  h in  alkjuoyiri  vidcremur,  Salvm.  De  Gfibmatkne  Dei.  lib.  7.  pag> 

2,64,  * ' - ' ~ ' 
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ners,  and  makes  diem  womannifh  both  in  the  ir 
mindcs, their  bodies,  fpeeches,  habites,  ahtl  their 
whole  deportment ; mull  needs  bee  abominable 
unto  Chrift^ns,  intolerable  in  a Common- weale. 

W itneffe  Acb  y . Scene  3 . & AB  7. Scene  5 .before. 

But  this  doe  * Stage-playes ; as  is  evident  by  the  * Nonnc  lllos 
premifes;  and  by  Att  {.Scene  3.  & A cl  6 -Scene 
Therefore  they  muft  needs  be  abominable  untoChri-  ^cus  molhorcs 
fifths,  intolerable  in  aCornmon-weale.  efteftos  ? .id 

vero  in  ca  n (a 

eft 3 quod  i js,  qua:  ibi  fiunt  ftudiosc  attendant.  Chryfoftom  Horn.  Dc  S.  Varlam.  Tom.  i. 
Edit,  l&r.srjs.  lining.  893, *Z>. 


ACTVS  7.  SCENA  DfiCiMA-SEXTA. 

THe  1 6 . pernicious  fruit  of  Stage- play  es  is, the  incor-  s ^ 

porating  or  men  into  lewde,  deboiii,  ungodly  com-  g Grer  toms 
pany,  % which  oft-times  froves  the  utter  rume  of  their  jaaSu-is  yiiulS 
foules,  their  bodies , credit s and  efrates . How  many  Gentle-  fcabiecach^&c. 
men  are  there  now  living,  who  by  frequenting  Stage-  invciulsatyr.u 
playes,have  got  fuch  intimate  ^acquaintance  with  Aduk  tam  n0i-t'c 
terers,W bore- mailers,  Adulterefles, Panders,  Whores, 

Bawdes, Parafttes, Rookes,  Cheaters,  Drunkards,  Ruf-  Eufebius^Dc- 
fians,  Rorers,  Duellers,  C^rreliers,Fantaitiqucs,  Idle-  Mute  himn. 
bees,  Fafhion-mungers,  Stage-players,  Purlers,  and  the  advmefMK- 
like  pernicious  creatures,  that  they  have-never  beene  a- 
ble  to  fliake  them  offagaine,tiIl  they  have  beene  plunged  ^ 

over  head  and  eares  in  fume  and  villany,  till  they  have  Therefore  in 
wafted  their  bodies,  their  eftates,  their  credits,  and  loft  h;s  Alcaron, 
themfelvespaft  all  recovery  ? Howmany  aretherenow  Azoara.xr.p.  - 
in  England  that  even  in  this  relpecft  have  caufe  ' tome  ^^Nolite 

V05  male  gerentibus  n{rodare,&e.  hSee  A&4.Scene  i.i,  i Quis  te  r;  pit  impetus’* 
ad  horarn  gaiidcas  iinde  temper  doleas,ut  videas  femd>  quod  vidific  muiies 
Vttw&De  T^mdio  Jftrirft % For  tana.  lib.  i . Vial,  $ o.  *' 
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the  day  that  ever  they  beheld  a Stage-play!  How  many 
tender  carefull  Parents  are  there  who  may  with  watry 
eyes  and  bleeding  hearts  cry  out,thatStage-playes  have 
bcenethe  utter  overthrow  of  their  beloved  Children, 
by  enfnaring  them  in  the  bonds  of  dilTolure,  graceiefie, 
prodigall.unchallecompanionSjthechiefeft  initruntents 
to  make  men  wicked  jand  irrecoverably  deboill  ? k Fla- 
res nulos  piin-  V!tiS  pr 0pjfcfUi  [q  the  life  of^ivus  Aurehanus,  inquiring 
pnmum  n'lmu  in-°  ieverall  caules  that  make  Princes  evtll\  reckons 
liccncia,deinde  wicked  friends , and detefiable  or  foohfh  Counters  and  com - 
rerum  copia  j panions  at  the  chiefe  of  all  the  reft  : intimating,  that  no- 
amici  prascerea  thing  is  more  contagious,  more  pernicious  then  evill 
Ikes  d^'ftddl-  comPany  : whom  we  may  truely  lay  as  Seneca  doth 

eunuchi  avanf-  °^an  over-indirigtnt  friend.1  Ille  amando  me  occidit; that 
firm,  aulici  vd  they  kill  men  whiles  they  love  them.  It  is  ftoried  of 
Haiti  vel  dete-  m Carinus  the  moft  defiled  of  men ; that  when  hee  came  to 
ft  ibiles,  & tJ0e  Empire  hee  abandonedjnll  his  beft  friends , retaining  and 

ntjr^nC/f^rl  choofingnone  but  the  very  worft  of  all  for  his  companions 
rum  public.uk  thereupon  hee  filled  his  Court  with  Stage-players, Harlots y 
ignorantia.Ni-  Jefters,  Singers,  Bawdes\  and  committed  moft  of  his  af- 
hil  eft  difficili-  fares  to  wicked  men, whom  hee  alwayes  invitedto  his  Feafts. 
us  quam  bene  This  and  no  other  doe  our  common  Play-haunters;they 
Ii^fm^cnimfc  aha^don  all  religious,  modeft,  lober,  chafte,and  ftudi- 
quatuor  vel  C OLls  acquaintance  : they  fill  their  houfes,  their  chain- 
ou-nque  arque  bers  with Poets, Stage-players,  Whore-mail:ers,Panders, 
unum  conblui  letters,  Drunkards,  Whores,  Bawdes,  Rookes,  Syco- 
in  tPrda  phanrs,who  hang  like  Buries,  like  n Horfleeehes  upon 
cajnunVdicnnt  they  have  fuckt  them  dr ie,  and  then  theyvanifh . 

quid  probnndum  fit.Imperator  qui  domi  claufuseft,  vera  non  novitjeogitur  hoc  tan- 
tumiare  quod  ifti  loquunturjfacit  judices  quos  fieri  non  oportet,amovet  a repubfi- 


caquos  debeat  obcincre.Quid  multa  ? ut  Dicclctianus  ipfs  dicebat,  Bonus,  caucus, 
optimus  ^endkurrlmperator.  ibidem. yag.  $91.  * Delkneficijs.hb.2.c,i4. 

m Carinas  hemq  Omnium  contu'minatiftimus  } amicos  optimos  quofque  religa/it  j 
peftimum  quemquc  elegit  ast  renuit.  Miir.is,  meretridbus,panronaimis,c.intcribus, 
atquc  lenonibus,  palatiumimplevic.Hominibus  improbis  plurimum  detulit,co!que 
ad  conmium  Temper  vocavir,  Flavij  Vofifci  Cariaui.  pag.  446. 447.  » Dum  juvat 
Sc-Vultu  ridetfortuna  fereno,  Indclibatas  cun&a  fequuntur  rpes  : At  fimul  into- 
cuit  fugiunt,nec  nofeitur  ulli  Agminibus  comitum  qui  modote&us  eraiiQvid.Tri(ivi, 
' lAbg'+.fag.  140, 
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Thefeare  their  onely  counfellers,  companions,  gueih;, 

and  bolome  friends,  who  prove  at  laft  their  deadliest 

enemies.  This  therefore  fl  .onld  leflbn  all  good  Chrifti- 

ans  to  refrainc  from  Stage-play es,  for  fearethey  incor-  ° ConfefTionu^ 

poratethem  into  evill  company,  who  will  draw  them  lib.6,cap.8«i>ee 

by  degrees  to  any  wickedneffe.  0 S.  Augufiine  relates  a.  ^p.7  • 

memorable  Story  of  one  Ahpius,  a deare  friend  and  con- 

vert  of  his,  whom  he  himfclfe  had  difjwacled  from  frequent-  deteftaretur  ta- 

ing  Theaters  and  Cirque-playes  ; who  * being  follicitcdby  Ua>  quidam  e- 

hts  friends  and  fellow  Sch oilers,  who  met  him  as  they  retur-  jus  amici  & 

ned from  dinner,  to goe  along  with  them  to  a Sword-play , did  condifojn«Ii, 

at  fir  (learnedly  refufe  and  withfland  them : and  betnc  at  cum  forc^ 

. Jnj  / / r 1 a i f ■ 1 6 r-  prnndio  rede- 

laft  drawne  along  by  them  to  the  Amphitheater  with  a fa-  twin  bus  obvius 

miliar  violence, hee  toldthem  by  the  way,  that  though  they  tffet,  recufante 

fhould  drag  his  body  to  that  place,  and  fret  it  there,  yet  they  vebementer  & 


floou  Id  never ferioujly  fix  his  minde  or  eyes  up  on  the fe  Specla-  reftftentem  ta- 
cles  ; I therefore  (laid  hee)  wilibee  abfent  whiles  I ampre - 
fent,  and fo  I will  overcome  both  you  and  them.  Notwith - in  Am  pi-lichee 
fiandtng  thefe  words  they  drew  him  along  with  them  to  the  crum  erndeliu 
Amphitheater, perchanceto try  him,  whether  hee  cou/ddoe  & funeftorurn 
ashee  hath  faid.  Where  when  they  were  come,  and  every  die- 

1 man  had  placed  himfelfe  in  fuch  a fate /is.  hc£  could  get,  all 
things  growing  hot  with  mofr  cruell  plea  fares  • Alipius  fr.ut-  mCum  indium 
tinghis  eye-lids  forbade  his  minde, that  it  fhouldnot  proceed  locum  mint:  is, 
on  into  fo  great  evi  lls  : and  I would  to  (fod  (writes  Saint  nunquid  &a- 
sAugufiine ) heehadlikewife flopped  his  cares.  For  when  ™-rnura  & ocu^ 
as  a great  [bout  ofallthe  people , occaponcd  byf ome  P accidc?  t j fpC(qac?l}  a 

poteftis  intenderc  ? Adcro  itaq;  ut  abfens,  ac  fic3  & vos  & ilia  fuperabo.  Quibus  ?.u- 
ditisjilli  nihilo  fecius  eum  adduxerunt  Tecum  id  ipTum  forte  explora  e cm  ientes,  u- 
trum  poffetefficere.'Qoo  nbi  ventumeft,&  fedibus  quibus  pocuerunt5locati  fiint,fer- 
vcbaat omnia immaniflimis voluptanbus.  Ilieclauiis  foribus  oculorum,  interdixit 
animo  ne  in  tanta  mala  procedcret  atq;  utinam  6c  aures  obturavidet./W:#?  P Nam 
quodam  pu^nae  cafu,  cum  clamor  ingens  totius  populi  veherr enter  eum  pul  Toilet, 
curiodtate  viftus,&  quafi  paratus3  quicquidillud  cfiet3etiam  vifum  conscmnerc  & 
vincere, aperuit  oculos3&  pcrcuftus  eft  graviori  vulnere in  anima,  quam  ille  in  cor- 
pore3quem  cernere  concupivitjcecidirque  miferabiiius  quam  illc3  quo  cadentefaftus- 
eft  clnmorsquiper  ejus  aurcs  intravit,  & referavit  e;us  lumina  ut  eftet  qua  feriretur 
& deijceretur,audax  adhuc  potius3qnam  Tortis  animus3&  ed  infirmior  quo  de  fe  pr**- 
fumpferar,qui  debuit  de  tc,  Ibidem* 
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of  the  fight  had  vehemently  beatenhis  ear  es,  being  overcome 
with  cur iofity,andwith all  being  as  it  were  prepared  to  con - 
temne  andovercome  the  fight  what-ever  it  were , hee  opened 
his  eycs\  and  forth -with  hee  was  [mitten  with  a more  grie- 
vous wound  in  his  foule , then  hee  whom  hee  defir ed  t o fee  was 
inhts  body, andhee  fell  more  mferably  then  hee,  whofe  full 
occafi oned  the flyout,  which  entred  thorow  his  eares,  ando~ 
penedhis  eyes,  that  fo  there  might  bee  fome  thing  whereby 
his  bold,rather  then  as  jet  valiant  minde  ( and  fo  much  the 
moreweake,  by  how  much  hee  hadthemore prefumedofhim- 
^ felfe,rtho  ought  to  have  relied  on  God,J  might  bee  fmitten 

cltt  i urn  an-  cafiaowne.  V For  as  foone  as  he  fawthat  blood, he  dranbe 
guinemjimrn.^-  J . .J  j 

nitatem  fi  mul  *n  cruelty  together  with  it,  and  did  not  turne  away  htmf  elfe , 
ebibit,  & non  but  fixed  his  eyes,  and  drew  in  fury ; heeknew  not  the  danger, 
fe  axertit,  led  andyetw.ts  delighted  with  the  wickedneffe  of  the  combat  e, 
taun  ■ 1^™*  an(^yvaA  drunken  with  the  bloody  pie  a fare.  ^And  now  hee 
fr-^s  & nefci*  not  the  fame  manthat  hee  came  thither,  but  one  of  the 

ebatj&dde&n-  company  to  which  hee  was  come,  and  a true  companion  of 
ba:ur  feeler  * the.rs  by  whom  heewas  brought  thither.  V/hat  Jhall  I fay 
cerrammss  & more  ? Flee  beheld,  hee fhouted,  hee grew  outragiom,  he  car- 

c*ULnta  Vcu!p-  ried away  madneffe  with  him  from  thence,  whereby  hee  was 
tati  mebrieba-  ^ / ■ /,  J . , /;/•/* 

turlEr  non  erat  excited  to  returne  thitlJer  agame,  not  onely  with  tboje  by 

jam  1 lie  qmvc-  whom  hee  was  frft  dr  awn  e c.way, but  libcwife  before  them. 
Rerat,  fed  onus  and  dr  awing  along  other:  with  him.  ^4nd  yet  thou  O Lord 
ae  tuiba  ad  haft  pluclft  him  thence  with  a mo  fir  power  full  and  mercifull 

an^  haft  taught  hrm  not  to  have  any  confidence  in  him - 
focius  a qmVus  fc{fe>  but  irtfhee ; but  this  a long  time  after.  From  this  ex- 
add infiiis  erat,  perimentall  Story  thus  related  by  S.  aluguftine,  which 
Quid  pi ura  > comes  p:m£hially  to  our  purpofe,  wee  may  iearne  many 
mavl^ex^f " ^n^ru^'i°ns  • Firi that  lewde  companions  are 

abflul i ^ mde^5  VC17  importunate  follicitors  to  draw  others  to  Piayes, 
feca  infaniam,  anc*  Play-tioufes,  ( as  Panders,  W here- mailers  , and 
cpu  OrimiHare-  Yongftcrs  now  arc,  to  draw  yong  Gentlewomen  and  o- 

tur  rcdire,  non  thers  whom  they  would  make  their  prey)  that  fo  they 
tancum  cum  il- 

hs  a quibus  prills  abftrafhis  eft,fed  etiam  pra?  illis,  & alics  trahens.  Et  inde  tamen 
roanu  validiffima  & mifericordifiima  eruifti  eum  tn,  & dccuifh  non  fui  habere,  fed 
jui  flduciam,fed  longe  poflea.  ibidem , 
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may  corrupt  and  lead  them  on  to  greater  evils  with 
more  facility.  Secondly,  that  the  belt  remedy  to  avoyd  r Facilius  cft 
their  importunate  follicitations, r is  peremptorily  to  with-  initia  lilorun 
fiand  them,  and  nottoyeeld  one  inch  unto  them.  T hirdly,  prohiberc  qua 
that  it  is  c exceeding  dangerous  for  good  Chriltians,e/pe-  imPctum  spe- 
cially- for  new  converted  Novices,  to  be  drawne  by  any  £e*  ?***?• 
importunities  or  perl  wahons  of-  friends  or  lewde  com-  cQyIS  unqaa 
panions, to  a Play-houfe,though  it  be  again#  their  wills  mortals  Jux  'l 
and  judgements, though  they  goe  thither  with  a prtju-  vipera  lecuros 
dicate  opinion  again#  Playes,  & with  a peremptory  re-  fomnos  caplt  ? 
folution  not  to  minde  them,much  leffe  to  beovercome  S uz  clfinon% 
or  tempted  by  thenxasthis  Alipius  did.  Fourthly, that  fofucitac' seciT 
the  beholding  of  one  lafeivious  Stage-plav,  though  riuseftperire* 
with  prejudice,  difaffedion,and  an  ablblute  refolution  non  poife, qu£ 
again##,  is  .able  to  corrupt  and  vitiate  the  very  beft  iuxca  pencuiu 
fpedators  that  refortunto.it  : how  much  more  then  Per,Hf- 
will  it  deprave  thofe  lewde  Play-haunters  whofiocke  ^capi^° 
unto  it  with  delight,  and  are  almoft  daily  in  the  Play-  t Quipped* 
*houfe?  Fiftly,  that  the  fight  of  one  onely  Stage-play,  volunnatc  per- 
though  with  a prepoflefled  opinion  again#  it,  lwilldraw  verfafa&a  eft 
men  onto  frequent,  applaud, and  admire  others.  Sixtly,that  &dum 

thofe  who  are  once  corrupted  by  feeing  Stage-playes,  nTfa^aeft^^1" 
* are  induflrious  to  [educe, and  draw  other  sto  them ; K where - fuetudo,& 
as  itwere  farre  better  for fuch  men  not  to  have  beene  borne , confuetudini 
thento  be  thus  enrolled  amongthe  number  of  thofe, who  art  n°nrefiftitur 
borne  for  the  publihe  hurt  of  others.  Seventhly , that  thofe  necef- 

who  are  milled  by  Stage-playes,  though  they  be  civill,  confifj' ff**’ 
or  religious  men,  Y are  feldomc  fpeedily  reclaimed  from  u Iitiigitur  po- 
them ; and  that  onely  by  the  #rong  arme  and  powerfull  ibaquam  fim- 
hand  of  God,  not  by  any  ftrength  or  goodnelfe  of  their  pheitatem  Tub- 
owne.  Lafliy,  * that  God  commonly  with*  drawes  his 
preventing  and  perfeding  grace,  from  fuch  who  runne 

perdiderunt,  ad  folarium  cahmitatis  fax,  non  definunt  perditi  jam  perdere,  & de« 
pravati  errorem  pravitatis  intundere.  Af intuitu  Felix.  Qftavm.p.  85  * Quanto  au- 
tem  non  nafei  melius  fuit,quim  numerari  inter  publico mnlo  nacos  ? Seneca  De  Clt- 
-mmti4Jtb.1jap.1ti.  T Facilis  defccnfusaverni3Sedrevocaregradumfuperafq;cvadej<; 
ad  aurasjHoc op«s,hic labor  c ftVirgilJti  6.iExcidos.pag.izx.  * Mailer Brsjifly, in  hi* 
True  Watch,  part  $.cap.n..Abomination3o.pag.30  a. accordingly. 
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toStage-playes,fo  thatfinne  and  Satan  may  eafily  fur- 
prifethem.  All  which  are  naturally  deduced  from  this 
Hiftory  of  Ahpius ; and  fhould  teach  yong  Gentlemen 
and  others,  as  they  tender  their  owne  fafety,  and  the 
*Mofes  fenio-  iternali  welfare  of  their  owne  and  others  foules  ; zto 
ri  \ opulo  por-  avoyd  the  company  of P lay  -haunters , yea  peremptorily  to 
cis  vefei  prohi-  withftand  the  very  temptations  and  allurements  unto 
buitjfigmfi-  Stage-play es,  and  never  to  come  neere  a Play-houfe3 
pwcere  eos°"  though  it  be  with  ftrengeft  prtjudice,vigilancy  & refo- 
rm Dcum  in-  liition  againft  the  corruptions,  vices, abominations  that 
vocant,  cum  attend  it.  How  dangerous  ill  company  are,  efpecially 
impuns  verfa-  aj:  Play-houfes  wh^ethe  mod  are  iuch ; hovv  apt  they 
^ to  infinuate  into  others  by  this  vice  of  Stage- 
miUv  corpora-  P'aVes> 1 have  at  large  declared  in  a former  Scene , (viz,. 
iibns  volupta-  Scene  1.2. 1 lhail  tlferefore  clofe  this  Scene  with 

tibusjcbfcs-  this  41 . Play-encountring  Argument. 


nifqueabis,  & 
impudicis  ticil- 
latnnibus 
prunentes, 
riamnofa  Ve- 
neris vcluptare 
perHuiiluntur. 
Clemens  jlexatf 
drinui.  Tadago- 
p.lib.  3 . tap.  1 1 . 
a Mains  trum 
p^ftimum  pi*2E 
omnibus  malis 
homo.  Vna- 
qu^que  beftia 
habetpropri- 
malum  3 


That  which  intangles  men  in,  incorporates  them  in- 
to the  company,  the  acquaintance,  of  dilfolute,  le- 
cherous, deboift,prophane,  ungodly,  vitiousper- 
fons.wfeoleade  them  to  definition,  a mu[r needs 
be  fnfHll^unlawfulf  abominable  unto  Chriftians , in- 
. tolerable  in  any  Chriftian  State.  Witneffe,  ^7.4. 
Scene  2. 

But  this  doe  Stage-playes ; as  the  premifes,  S.  Chry- 
fofiofKc.  Horn, y a 38 %tn  <JA/latth.&  Att.^.Scene 

1.2.  doe  largely  teftifie. 

Therefore  they  mull  needs  be  finfull,  unlawful!,  abo- 
minable unto  Chriftians,  intolerable  in  any  Chri- 
ftian State. 


urn 

homo  autem  in  fe  malus,  omnia  habet  in  fe  mala : 6c  pejor  eft  Diabolo,  Chryfefto 
Hom'd.  43.  in  Mattb.  & ^.exanda  ftfibritm  Vefimtforium  Vtiwum.  pm  jr.  cap.  19. 
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Actvs  6.  ScenaDecima-septima. 


THe  17.  cffeft  of  Stage-playes  is,  that  they  draw 

men  on  to  a zAtheifme,  Heathemfme , andgrojfe  Ido - 1 7 

/4/ry  andprophanejfe.  This  is  evident  by  Clemens  T\oma-  * Se&  a& 
ConjHt.  ApofloL  lib. i.  cap. 6^.66.  By  Ter  tu  lit  an  De  sfene  3.' VtV 
Speilacults.eap  i2.  where  hee  aiJirmes,  £7  to  84, 

communicating  with  the  Devill  in  S t age -play  es  , have 
falne  quite  away  from  (god.  L aft  anti  us  7De  V ero  Cultu.cap . 

*lo>& 2I.&  Cyprian  & 7 ertullian . cDe  Spettactdis  lib.  By 
zSiHgufiineDe  CivitateT>et.lib.i . cap.6,to2<ydT>e  ReEli- 
tudine  Catholic#  Converfationis. Trait. Tom  9. pars  j,pa<r, 

1447.  1448.  By  MtnuciM  Felix.  Ollavius.pag.  70.  by 
Chryfof.Hom.6.y . 6r  3 8.  tn  -dTatth.  Salvian . '/)<?  Cjubcr- 
nationeT>ei.lib.6 . By  Matter  in  his  7* rue  Watch, 

cap.  1 1 . <1// bormnation  3 o.  302.  where  hee  writes ; 

Stage-playes  fow  the  feeds  of  Athetfme  in  mens  hearts : 
and  that  Stage-players  are  the  Trumpeters  of  Satan,  who 
call  men  from  Cjod  and  his  Houfe  unto  the  Theaters,  fom 
his  heavenly  Malefty , to  his  fworne  enemy,  and  by  fiindry 
others, who  expretty  tettihe ; that  Stage-playes,  (which 
k are  commonly  ftujfcdwith  the  name  s,  the  hijlories  per  forts, 
fables , rites,  ceremonies,  vtllanies,  incefis,  rapes,  applaufes,  cordiirdyV 
oathes,  imprecations, and  invocations  of  Pagan  Idols ) c with  c See  here,  Aft. 
atheiflicall,  blajphemons,  prophane,  and  wicked  fcoffes  and  r Scene. 
iefts  • with  abufes  of  Script  nr  ephrafes, and  bitter  inveirives  d ^ia'D°lus 
againfi piety,  and  religion  \ that  matter  to  ingender  athe-  €nmi  e?  ■ 
nine,  idolatry,  and  Heathenifrne'both  in  the  Actors,  ^ocoshu* 
Auditors,  and  Spectators  of  them)  are  a ready  way  to  dofy 
- draw  men  on  to  Athetfme  ,7* etganifme  J dolatry , and  all  pro-  lIt  per  hxc  ad 

'phanejf  which  arc  there  ailed  and  applauded.  Y ea  d Chry-  fe  waheret  mi- 
. 11  J . lites  Chrifti 

Virtutifqj  ecrum  nervos  faceret  moliiores3&C.  Urn.  6,  in  hlatth  Tc??i.z.Col<  1 ,2>, 
Tff*  2 


Fcl. 


Part,  i 


Hiflrio-Maflix. 


* Diabolus  ar-  foftome,  c Cjfrian^  Laid  amt  us,  Tertullian,  and  Augufltne, 
^ltCX  qutaido-  iri  in rdarpc  ai^irmi0*  'T'hdt  rhr^D rot t f!  l\<9+, 


fyc&acuiis  rmf-  fares  writes  i Theodoret, which  fate  w$ll  with  the  plea  fa 
cult  ut  per  vo-  rable,Jloathfull,andvoluptuout  dijfefmon  of  men,  who  are 
luptatem  poffet  moft  ofthem  addiRedto'va(hmes,to  a remifl'eand  idle  life. 


nj  film  us  and  idolatrous  adoration.  And  doe  they  not  produce  the 

mon,  neque  e-  felfefame  dangerous  effects  and  iffues  ftill?  Alas  whence 
mmeoshorta-  is  all  that  practical!  1 sAtbcifme-y  Paganiime,  and  pro- 
d h m^vi amau”1  B.haneffe V -whence  all  thofe  Heathenifh  vanities,  cu- 
gufl.imoue  ci-  iiomes,ceremonies>hahits,rpeeches,bIafphemies,k^^ 

pcirendajfalebronimjdiffcilern  &acclivem$fedad  alteram  quae  prom3inclinatn,Ievis 
atqjexpecbta  efijhaud  enim  iliis  unqua  temperantiae,juftiti3eq;  ullam  habere  ratio- 
near  prascepjtjfcdconhdentef  atqj  impunc  cund:s  Ragitip  libidimbufqj  incumbere., 
omne  demufcelus  impudencer  audcre  permi  fit. Bine  haud  difficulter  quamplurimos 
inferviturem  adduxirafugientes  enim  laboriofsm  virtutem,  legifq;  divince  difficulta- 
rem  eyirantesadeum  fcibcet  transfugerunt*  qui  fadu  facilia  eademq;  jucundiflima 
-mperavir38lcM! SMrificfys.l-7 -Tim. i.C.  S See  here>p.8o.l.  & Auguft.  De  Civic. 
Dei.l.l.2,3,4  & 6.thorowout.  b See  Ad  z^.thorowout*  with  the  feverall  Authors 
there  recorded«& Cicero  De  Arufpicum  RefponRs.Or4t10p.S24.to  518.  In  Catili- 
nam.Oratio  3 p«4f  a. accordingly,  i Sunt  qui  fortune  jam  cafibus  omnia  ponunt,  Ec 
nullocredunc  mundumredorcmoveri,Naturavoluente  vicis&  lucis,  & anni.  Atqs 
ideo  intrepido  qucecunqj  altaria  tangant.  T am  facile  & pronu  efrfuperos  contedere 
teilesjSimortaiis  ide  nemo  CcMtJttvenalSaljr.U.p.i  19. k Per  folisradios^Tatpaiaq; 
fulmina  juvat,  Et  Martis  framia,&  Cirrhasi  fpicula  vatis.  Per  ealames  venatricis 
pharetramque  paellas,  Perque  tiuitn  pater  Algjei  Neptune  tridenrem  : Addic  dc 


Herculeos  arcus,haihmque  Mmery#iQ«icquid  habem  tclorum  armamentaria  cceli*  x 

Ibidem*  ’ ' 


Pakt.i. 
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orations , Idolatries,  fuperilitious,  and  the  like ; whence 
that  open  1 negleUt  and  contempt,  that  m denying  of  God  in  1 Mal«  1.6,7, 
worses,  inactions  • that  ordinary  n living  without  Qod  in 
the  world ; tnofc  iecret  whifperings  in  many  Piayers,aud  nobis 

Play- haunters  ° hearts , that  there  is  no  (fod  at  all,  at  leail  vilisclLsa/W**- 
P no  Cjod  to  take  notice,  or  vengeance  oft  heir  finnes;  whence  Ve  Guber.7)ei. 
all  the  reall  atheiirne  and  prop  handle  that  wee  fee  in  19U 

Players  and  Play-haunters  lives:  is  it  not  principally  ^ Per  zY* 1 ° 
from  Pi  ayes  and  Enterludes;  wherein,  not  onely  P the  nEphef.2*ii, 
cPagan  cDeities,  but  likewife  the  very  God  of  Heaven  « pfai.10,4, 
and  Earth,  together  with  his  Word,  his  Saints,  hisfervtce  Pfal.  14.  x. 
are  * dertded  ? Vndoubtedly  it  is.  Never  is  there  grea- 
ter  Atheiime,or  more  open  defperate  prophanefle,more  * ^un', 
notorious  contempt  ofCod^  his  Word,  his- worship,  prUp0rmrni, 
hisfeare,  his  fervice,  then  in  fuch  places,  fuch  times,  non  etiamSa- 
wherein  Srage-playes  mod:  abound.  In  Stage-playes  cerdotes  enor~ 
fas  Mailer  Brinjly  well  obferves)  there  is  a continually* ^tfAn 
fowing  of  all  dAtheifme  in  the- hearts  of  poore  (imple  foules  • ~^Q 

1 hey  are  the  very  Nurferies  of  Atheiirne,  of  Paganifme,  Hindus  in  Iods 
of  Idolatry  and  prophantife,  as  the  experience  of  all  facris,  quam 
ages  teflif  es : Wherefore  I fhall  conclude  againfLthem  p/ocecht  riden*- 

which  this  42.  Syliogifme.  frs  ^Num  Sa 

1 hat  which  ingenders  Atheifrne,  Paganifme*  Idola*  t^ni^ 
try,  and  ail  prophanefle  in  Actors  and  Spectators,  Apollo  ephe-* 
mufl  of  necemty  bee  altogether  abominable  and  bus,  ita  perfo 
unlawnill  unto  Ghriflians*  ni  fimt  hiftrio- 

But  this  doe  Stage-playes  ; witneiTe-  the  premifes,  num,  urnen 
and  premifed  Authors.  luhrorum,&c  ? 

Therefore  they  mud  ofneceflity  bee  altogether  abo-  Defa 
minable  and  uni  aw  full  unto-Ghriilians.  vitate  Dei  Lb  A 

cap.j.  See  lib.  2, 

cap.},  to  *9*  bb.4,cAp._X7<z$-  * See  A&  5.  Scene  j.  & f.  <3.  his  Refutation  of  the 
Apologiefor  Aftors.p.ig,i8, 54^5,  flt  True  Watch  3. part. cap.  11 . Abomination 
PaS41 9 V 
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Actvs£.'Scena  Decima-octava. 


i 2 T^He  1 8.  cfFe<ft  of  Stage-playes  is  this;  that  they 
JL  cauie  an  apparant  breach  of  all  Gods  Commandc- 
r See  flcrc  4 d rmnts  : Of  the  firft  Commandement, r in  honouring,ap- 
2.  & a^V  Plaiic*ing,  invocating,  naming,  reprefenting,  adjuring. 
Scene }.  Cho-  and  extolling  Pagm  Idol-gods,  and  GoddefTes,  by  the 
rowout,accor-  name  of  God,  and  in  reviving  their  infernall  ceremo- 
dT7;?/t  n*es#  r*tes  an<J  worfhip  : and  in  propagating  Atheifme 
f*ainc  ^ c’  and  Idolatry.  Of  the  fecond  Commandement, 


tr,  ma- 


t See  here,  Aft  ki'ngthe  Images ,pi&ures,  fhapes  and  ftatues ; in  repre- 
i Scene  i.  Aft  ien.cirig  the  perfons,  vices,  ceremonies  and  cuftomes  of 


p;uis  X uJ  x or  u 
Ancidu-.l.'i 


i.&  A ft  5 . thofe  Pagan  Deities  :and  in  relating  their  hiftories,pede- 
Sccns  loft-  orees,  acts  and  monuments*  Of  the  third  Commande- 
tnent, c in  prop  ban  mg  and  bUfpheming  the  Name  of  God 
1 1, Philo Tiidae-  k V curled  oathes  and  horrid  execra:ions,which  are  fre- 
us,D£calogo.  qutnt  in  our  Enterludes ; by  traducing  and  prophaning 
lib.Cyprkn  3c  the  holy  Name  and  Word  of  God^  by  inferring  them 
^nCo  Stage-piayes,  and  making  them  no  better  then  a 
A^auftin!  De  fP01t  or  May-game  : * by  [wearing  by  the  names  of  Idol- 
Civ*it«Dei«  I.  z.  g°4s  whereas  * ‘Toly  carpus  would  notfo  much  as  fweare 
c,  4 ro  i j,l.6.c.  by  the  fortune  of  Csefar,  though  by  doing  it  hee  might  have 
7.  Ballinger  us  favedbts  ltfe\  by  deriding  the  iincerc  worship  and  lcr- 
c'^  cfco'hl[  vice  of  God,  and  by  taking  all  Gods  Names,  hisattri- 
rirc6i  Jinoi  -5  ^'  bates,  hfs  Ordinances  in  vaine.  Of  the  fourth  Com* 
t See3\  iaepbi.  niandemcnt, 11  inprophaning  the  Lords -day  in  a notorious 
cap.  ii  Sc  Aft  3.  manner,  * and' in  drawing  men  on  to  i diene ffe  on  thofe  other 
Sctne  jv  accor- 
dingly * See  Aft^. Scene  ?,p.7  7. to  87.,  *£ufebius  Ecclef.Hifl.k4.C4i  ^.Nicephorus 
JipiikEcclcf.Hil*.^  C.3  5.  u See  i.Caroli.cap.i,  'The  3 .Blaft  of  Retrait  from  Playcs 
and  Theaters.  M.triV/Ajj.part  of  the  True  Watch.c.i  1.  Abomination  ^o.pag^x, 
& Aft  7 ‘Scene  iz. accordingly,  « See  Aft  7.  Scene  1 *5. fie  6 „ accordingly « 
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dopes  in  which  God  command  s them  for  to  labour*  Of 
the  lift  Commandement,?  Indifboneurwg, reproaching,  y M3. scene 
centre lliug and  traducing  Princes,  Magutrates,  Judges,  accordingly. 
Minifters,  and  others,  who  are  the  Fathers, the  Mothers 
of  Church  and  Comm£>n-weale.  Of  the  iixt  Cointrian- 
dement,  *■/«  occaflonmg  and  commending  murthers,  quar-  * Ad  7.  Scene 
rels, duels-  tyr  army  ^cruelty : inmttrtheringth'e  goodnames  10.  Aft  3. 
of  other  men ; in  teaching  plots  to  poyfon,  murther,  be-  sfcnc  f ^c* 
tray,  and  mine  others  :and  in  murthering  infinite  loules  aCCOruinS  I* 
of  men  and  women  whom  Stage- playes  caufe  to  perilh. 

Of  the  feventh  Commandement : a in  ingendring,  fomen- 
ting, exciting  mchafie  affections  m foe,  Actors  and  Spe- 
ctators,in  drawing  them  on  to  fornication, whoredoine, 
t.her  a dual  l nncleanelfe  which  Ghrifti- 


a See  Ad  z. 
Scene  7. Ad  7. 
Scene  3.4.  Sc 
i f « Scene. 


ordingly. 


adultery, and  all  other 

ans  lTiouldahftorre  to  name  or  thinke  of:  and  in  making 
them  ribaldrous,  effeminate,  wanton,  lafcivious  in  ap- 
pardhfpeech.gefture^.airej&c.and  fit  for  any  filtliiiidTe 
or  lewdndfe  whatfoever.Of  the  eightCommandcment, 
b inteaching  men  how  to  cheate  and  co^en  others : how  to  b Aft- 7, Sec ne 
fieale  away  Wards  from  their  Cjarddans,  and  ‘Daughters  P • accordingly. 
from  their  Tarents  : In  picking  other  mens  par fes,  by  recei- 
ving many  for  the  exercife  of  thefe  unlawfully  thefe  ungodly 
P layes}  which  God  never  authorized  as  a meancs  10 
procure  gaine  withall ; the  taking  of  which  money  is 
plaine  theft,  as  c Divines  exp  re  fly  teach  : - andinoccafi-  c Auguftinus; 
oning  much  prodigall  and  vaine  expence.  Of  the  ninth 
Commandement,  e in  flandering,  mifreporting,  and  perfo-  ]>tPAd*sV. 
natty  traducing  particular  perfons  and profefficns  on  the  Toflatus  in  4. 
Stage  • and  in  iayingfalfe  alper{ions,with  ttarmes.of  ig-  Regii.  Tom.7, 
nominy  and  fcorneupon  the  Saints  and  fervice  of  God.  CD. 

Of  the  tenth  Commandement ; In  caufing  Children  and  ^ ntd^ndo 
yong  Prodigals  to  defire  the  death  of  their  more  rigid  rhe^on  the  8~ 
Parents,  that  fo  they  might  enjoy,  and  prodigally  toafte.  Commands 
their  Patrimonies, and  Portions,  on  their  luffs  and  plea-  ment4  Alvarea 

fures  ; and  in  caufing  men  to  covet  the  Pomp, the  State,  Pfi-gmsDe 
^ r PI  an  da  Sccl|- 

lisek2.Artic.40.  A.B.C.i  $0.  d Ad  7.  Scene  2. accordingly.  5cJofephusAntiqu,Iv* 
dsommkiS.  c*?.  « Ad  3.  Scene  accordingly. 


tne.  „ 


Fol. 
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^Mut.irchi  died fuddenly , be  trig  cafaally  firucke  with  a Peare . ° Eupolis 

ibndes.  _ tloe  poct,  for  inveighing  agairfl  A'  cibiadcs  in  his  Comedy, 
lib.raC£'  called  d apt  is , was  apprehended  by  him,  and  then  drowned  in 

Ludovicus  Vi-  t^e  Sea:  Such  were  the  fudden  and  untimely  end*  of  ail 
ves.  Not#  m thefe  ancient  Play-poets,  which  ihouid  fetve  as  a caveat 
l,i.c48.Augtft,  to  our  moderne  (or  which  foine  have  likewife  come  to 
Dc  Cmt-Dcu  defperate  ends)  to  deterre  them  from  their  ungodly 
s<.e  icre3pag,  profeifion.  But  1 paffe  from  thefeto  Stage  players  : And. 
p Ecclefiaft,  here  1 finde  ? Theodor  et  relating,  a notable  Story  of  a 
HiiU.i.c.a7.  common  Aclor  ; who  comm  ng  to  play  a part  upon  the  Thea- 
Sec  U Kamlds  ter,  inaveflmentofcloth.ofgold,given  by  Conlbntine  the 
Conference  ^ Smperour  to  Macarius  Biflop  of  Hierufalem,  to  we  are  at 
Di".  1V4  p *5 "j  5.  t*mes  ofbaptifme , (which  veflment  this.  Player  had  parch  a- 
.*  vVitnclfe  fedof  Cyril  who fucceeded Macarius ; ) hee  fell  downe fud- 
Sbcrly,  (bine  denly  on  the  Stage  as  hee  was  aiding  in  it,  and  died.  I read 

fuddenly  by  likewife  in  ^‘Blihj,  of  one  CAP.Ofilius  Hilaries,  an  emi- 

oil*  EdiwrflBj-  nent  Hidor  of  Comedies,  that  after  hee  had  atted  his  part 
{vas'drunke-  as  w*th  great  applaufe  upon  his  Inrth-day,  and  was  vaunting 
moft  report,  rend  difeouffng  of  t lots  his  aiding  at  fapper,  hee  fell  downe 
<1  Namr.Hiid.  fuddenly  dead  at  thet able,  whiles  he  was  thus  boafling  and 
lib.  7.  cap.  3 3 • Itrokflg  on  that  vizard  andperfon  which  he  had  then  fuftai- 
t De  G eft  is  ne'^'  1 Willi  am  of  LMalmes  bury  a grave  Englilh  Hiitori- 
‘ ^.gUm  Ando-  an,  upon  the  Concurrent  telUmonies  of  ‘Tope  Leo , Petrus 
ruiTL  1, p.^7.  c£>amianus,  and  < \Acyuitanicus,  relates  this  memorable 
Hiftory;  That  acenaine  Stage-player  who  got  his  living 
by  acling,  lodging  about  the  ye  ere  of  our  Lord.  1012.  in  the 
houfeoftwooldwomen  who  were  Witches,  Jituatcd  by  the 
high-way  neeretoTgme,  wasbj  their  Sorceries  metamor - 
p':  cfed  into  the  fhapeofan  ?yfffs ; and  being  thus  transfor - 
med, he  b ecamefo  trahdable  that  (like  another  Battles  \\is 
t ciancing  Horie,  or  the  * dancing  Horfes  of  the  Sybarites 

rupi  Ptidium*  etndCardiafts.)  he  would  readily  turne  and  move  which  way 
dewneri  t Ur  foeverthefi  Witches  commanded  him  ; which  being  bruited 
eqr.es  eti  m ;d  abrode  he  became  very gaine full  to  thefe  his  Hoajhjjes , the 
tib  ' r,  m ;ym-  pSGpje  flocking  by  troopes  from  all  places  neere  adioyning , 

are  afluefecerin:.  Si;  Cardnni  cqt  o;  in  Sympofys  adtibias  fahare  dccuerunc,  &c» 
^thzwm  D'pnof  l;l\i  % cap, 6,  vid.  Ibidem. 
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Hiftrio-^ajlix.  5 5 4^ 

to  behold  the  rare  f cates  of  this  Mimicall  zAffi,who  ftrucke 
the  Spectators  with  great  admiration  of  his  Jtrange  gcftures* 

"The  fame  of  this  oAjfes  rare  qualities  being  thus  bruited 
abroad , inducedanch  man  who  dwelt  nigh  to  pur  chafe  this 
zAjfcat  a great  price  of  thefe  two  Witches  \ who  informed 
their  Chapman,  that  ifhewouldhavehis*  Ajfeto  praliife  his 
bijinonicalltr  ukes  at  alltimes , he  mufl  be  jure  to  keepehim 
from  water ; which  he  did  for  a long  fpace,exh  iterating  both 
himjelfc  and  his  guefts  with  this  playing  <iAffe : who  after  a 
while  beingnot  foftncktly  looked  toas  atfirft , brake  loofe 

at  lafi,annTunnfrtgcv  ynnA \#f  water  that  xo as  next,  bathed 
and  tumbled  himfilfethereinfor  a while,  till  at  length  hee 
cameto  his  humane  Jhape.  The  Aj] e-keeper  in  the  meane  ^ 
time  miffing  the  Affe,  r wanes  forth  to  feepe  him,andmeeting 
him  in  his  humane  forme, inquires  of  him  whether  hee  faw 
the  zAJfe  l towhich  hereplyed,thathee  was  the  Affe,  and 
with  allrelatedtohimthewhole  Story  of  this  his  metamor - 
phofrs  : the  A ffe -peeper  wondring  at  it  reports  it  to  his  Ma- 
ster ; and  he  declares  it  to  Pope  Leo ; who  convent ing  the 
twoold  women  for  it,  they  bot  h acknowledged  the  prem  fes 
to  be  true ; which  i here  fubmit  to  the  Readers  faith,  if 
this  bee  but  an  Ovids  LMet  amor  phofrs,  or  an  Apuleius 
his  CjMen  aAffe ; we  may  laugh  at  the  conceit,  and  fo 
palic  it  by-;  tut  ifit  bee  a truth,  as  the  Hift  man  confi- 
dently ai/irmes  it , wee  may  deerne  it  a juft  judgement 
of  God  upon  this  Ador,  who  for  his  acting  of  other 
mens  parts  in  jell,  was  thus  enforced  to  play  t he  Attes 
part  in  earndt.  { Ludovicus  Fives  reports  from  men  of r Not#  in  Ali- 
en dir.  that  tn  a cert  awe  Citjof  Brabant,  where  they  ufed>  guft.Dc  Civit. 
to  make  annual  Playesto  their  Saints, uponthe  day  that  their  z.cap. 

great  Church  was  founded,  as  they  doe  in  other  places  of, that 
Country  frome  tapyngthen  upon  them  the  vicars  andperfbns 
of  Saints, others  of  Devils  for  to  aft  thefe  T Dyes,  one  of  thefe 
AElors  who  played  the'D  evils  part  being  enamored  with  a 
Cjirte  which  he  ejpied  at  the  P lay , went  dancing  to  hishoufe 
and  there  taking  his  wife  as  hee  was  in  his  Players  robes  and 
vizard,  h e caft  her  upon  a bed, fay  ing , that  he  would  beret  a 
i Ggg  * a T>evill 


Fol. 


Hifirio-Mafltx. 


Part. 


Devillofher  ; andfo  hee lay  with  her:  his  wife  upon  this 
conceived,  and  the  infant  which  jhe  brought  forth,  as  foone 
ns  ever  it  was  borne,  began  to  dance  up  and  downe , being 
fhaped  asmenufeto  paint  the  Devili.  Loe  the  juftice  of 
God  upon  this  perfon,  that  he  who  aded  the  Devils 
part  fhouldthus  beget  a Dcviil. 

Of  Gods  judgements  upon  Play-haunters,  wee  have 
_ fundry  precedents,  worthy  our  moftieriousobfervation; 
cuius ^omc  0^P3rt^cu^arPcr^ons  onely,othcrs of whole  multw 
Hii^i  1 6 fed  tlic^s  together.  For  Gods  judgements  on  particular 
91'9i>9  /.pacr.  perfons  onely.  W e read  of c Fhihp^^g  of  c Macedonia , 
So  6.  to  8 io.°  Father  to  ^Alexander  the  Cjreat ; that  as  hee  delighted 
Supplement^  much  in  Stage-play es ,fo  he  wasflaine  by  PaulankiS  as  hee 
Qu.Cmtius.il.  was  fitt  ingin  theTh  eater  at  aF  lay  ^ The  like  wee  finde 
Hdl  1 Ui*m’  u recorded  of  Cams  Caligula ; who  being  much  devoted  to 
Stage-playes,  (which  hee  would  fometimes  aft  himfelfe  in 
c.j 4*  Vm-  womans apparellto hisinexpiable Jhame ) was  murtheredby 
centius  Spec.  Cherea,  whiles hewas  beholdingtheT{pble-mens  Children 
Hift.  1 . 3 . c4 1 8 . which  hefentfor  out  ofsAfia,  afting  a "Flay  upon  the  Stage . 
cfhron^K111  judgement  of  God  upon  theie  two  dilfolute 

cap.  z.  fed.  2.^'  Princes,  who  made  thefe  wicked  Playestheir  chiefede- 
«cu  mulcis  alijs,  light.  It  is  ftoried  of  * Herod  zAgnppa,  that  in  the  third 
&Sir  Walter  yeere  of his  Lieutenant/hip  hee  went  to  C a fare  a Stratonis 
Rawlcigbes  Hi-  where  he  fubhjhed  Speftacles  and  S t age -play  es  in  the  ho - 
WorltT  I^b  tiourofCxiar,  and  ordained  a folernne  Feafi-day  for  his 

pars  1.  fed.  8*.  proffer  ohs  affaires,  unto  which  all  the  chiefe  men  of  worth 
p.  1 3 8.  and  great  O ffeers  of  that  Fr  evince  re  for  ted : on  the  fecond 

« Iofephus  An-  day  of  thefe  Flayes  and  Speftacies , he  came  to  the  Theater 
tiqu.Iud^oru,  in  a fi  her  robe  wonder fully  wrought,  which  by  the  refleftion 
nij^alVeuh0"  Sunbcamesyeelded  fo gorgeous  agkftering  to  the  eye , . 

fed.  5 84Suidse  f^at  the  fhimng  thereof  feemed  terrible  and  intolerable  to 
Hittcrica.Cai.  the  beholders  j whereupon  fome flatterersfit  is  likelieft  that 
us  Caligula. 

Zcnaras  Annalium. Tom.  z.  fol.^S.  Dion  Cafllus.Rorn. Hift.  lib.  f9«pag.  Sf4« 
5-  Iofephus  Antiquitatum  ludsorum.lib.j^cap.y.  Eufebius  Ecclefiaft.Hift.  lib.  1. 
cap.  9.  but  10.  in  the  Englilh.  Nicephorus  Ecclefiafticse  Hiftoriae.  lib.  2.  cap.ij. 
Opmeerus  Chronogr.  pag,  209.  Baronius  & Spondanus.  Anno  46.  fed.  2.  & Ads 
J.2.20.  to  2^u 
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fome  Players  or  Play-poets  were  the  chiefe  of  them) 
deifying  him  as  a God,  and  hee  rebuking  them  not ; a little 
after  looking  about  him  ,he  beheld  an  * Angell, hanging  o - 'Iofephm  writes 
verbis  head,whofmote  htmwith  an  extreame  paine  in  his  it  was  ai* 
bowels  whdes  he  was  thus  fitting  in  the  Theater,  fo  that  he 
was  carried  defier  at  ely  ficke  to  hts  ‘Palace,  where  being  tor- 
mentedforthe  face  of  flue  dayes  with  bitter gnawing  of  his 
bowels,  he  ended  his  life  moft  rm fir  ably,  being  eaten  up  of 
wormesi\N  hich  divine  judgement,though  ltmiraculoui- 
ly  feiitd  on  him  for  his  ambition,  in  that  hee  rebuked  not 
the fe  fatter  ers,  and gave  not  Go  dt  he glory  - yet  fince  this 
Tyrant,  ( *who  hadbuiltaTheaterand  Amphitheater  in*  Chronicon 
HierufalemaftertheTgman  manner , to  advance  Idolatry 
and  Pagan, [me,  and  fuff  rejfe  Religion-,)  was  thus  flint-  gn°‘;  Magnu* 
ten  by  Uods  Angell  in  the  7 heater  it filfe,  where  hetfate  w 
beholdingthefi  Playes  and  Spectacles  which  hee  had  then 
provided  for  Csefars  honour , and  the  peoples  recreation, 
whole  deifying  acclamations  were  the  caufe  of'this  his 
fearefull  death;  and  fince  thefe  Stage-playes  were  the 
chiefe  occafion  of  drawing  both  himfelfe  and  the  peo- 
ple into  the  Theater ; wee  may  juftly  behold  him  as  a 
fad  fatallSpedhcleofGods  avenging  judgement, as  wel 
for  his  inftituting  and  beholding  Stage-playes,  and 
erecting  pubiike  Theaters,  as  for  his  proude  ambition. 

Not  to  lpeake  of  >'  Herodthe great,  whom  thelewes  con - r Iofepfius  An- 
fiired  to  murther  in  the  Theater  which  hee  had  built  at  tiqudud^oru, 
Hierufalemwhiles  he  was  beholding  Stage-playes,  for  that  j^;1  caP*J  l* 
hee  had  brought  in  Stage-playes  into  Hieru file  m com  ary  5 * 

to  Mofes  haw  and  the  difepline  of  the  Iewijh  IVa/ion.  Nor 
yet  to  mention  the  Empzrour  Nero,  whoP>*<cling  and  be-  x 
holding  of  Playes  was  one  chiefe  occaft'^  that  firmed  up  A Nero-* 
* Subrius  Flavius,wr/>  Others, to  death.  a He - ne,quibus  cau- 

vodian  informes  us,  that  Corr^0^  his  exceffive  delight  ns  ad  oMivio- 

nem  facramen- 

ti  procefliffe: : Odtram  mquit,  nec  auifquam  tibi  militum  fidclior  fuit  dum  amars 
meruiftijOdifle  cor}  poftquim  parricida  matris  & uxoris,auriga,  hiitrio  & incendi-- 
ariusextitifti.  Tuitm-  AWi«U lib. i y fetf,  lo.pag.  360.  * Hiftoriae.  lib.  i.pag.  31. 
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mAflors,  Gladiators,  P lay es  and  Enter ludes,  and  his  un- 
worthy comming  on  the  Stage  infer  Jon  to  flay  the  Atlor  and 
Gladiator  before  the  people,  (from  which' bafi  Jhamefull 
apt  hid  fiends : together  with  Martia  his  beji  beloved  Con- 
cubine, did  earns  fly  difwade  him,  Re  Romanum  Impe- 
rium  coBtumelU  aihceret,&cO  was  the  origin  all  ground 
of  his  untimely  death ; hee  being  poy fined  by  his  Martia, 
whom  he  refilved  to  mart  her,  for  this  her  good  advice  t 
b See  his  Gal*  and  b Trebell.us  Polhcarpus  -records,  that  Gallienus  the 
lieniduo.  pag.  Emperour  ,w  as  murthered  by  ivlartianus,  Heraclianus,<2W 
* ^ere>  Claudius,/^  this  very  cauje,  lefl  by  his  lewde  example  in 
frequenting  Stage-flayes,  and  favouring  Stage-players , 
"with  which  hee  had  fild  his  Palace , heejbould  bring  b'oth 
htmfelfe  and  the  'fiepubhke  tent  o utter  ruins  : Theie  leve- 
rali  Kings  and  Smperours  Stage-del ghts  being  thus  the 
irsfi  oecafions  of  their  untimely  deathes.  A (Inherent  Item 
for  all  Chriitian  Princes  for  ever  to  abandon  Piaycs  and 
Adors  as  fatall  and  pernicious  evils  both  to  their  ow/ie 
perfons,and  their  fubjeds  too.  To  pafl'e  from  Kings  and 
r De  Speflacu*  Emperours  to  fome  of  meaner  quality,  x Tertullian,  a 
iis.lib.cap.  Father  of  good  credit  among  Schoilers,  inform^  us; 

That  a cer tame  Chnflian  woman  in  his  time  going  to  a 
Play-houfi  to  fie  a Stage-play,  returned  thence  pojfejfed 
with  a T) evill  (as  too  too  many  now  adayes  doe;  at 
lead  wile  in  a fpirituaiL  (ence,)  which  uncle  ane  ffir  it  be - 
ing  afterwards  rebuked  in. an  exorcifme,thathcdurfi  ajfauft 
a Chrifiian  woman ; reply ed,  that  hee  had  done  conflantly 
and  rnofl  iufily,in  meoenim  earn  inveni,  fir  I have  found 
her  in  my  oWne  Jurifdiflivn.  If  therefore  you  will  neither 
7 Aft  * Scene  Relieve  the  forequoted  Fathers  and  Authors,  that  the 
i.&  Aft  Play-houfi  is  theT)evjis  Chappell \ yet  now  believe  the 
Chorus.  very  Deviil  lumfdft'vhp  claimes  it  for  his  owne,  to- 
gether with  all  inch  perrU,svvbo  frequent  it.  The  lame 
*iOeSpeftacu-  z Father  relates ; that  anotru*  Chrifiian  woman  who 
lis.lib^ap.x6.  wenttofieaTragedy,hadthe  very  f^e  ni^hi  a Itnnen 
fheetpre  fented  toloer  in  a dreame ; the  Trag  °dian  h imfelfc 
beinglikewifi  ndriieito  her , with  an  expro  brat  ion  for  this 
...  * ..  -r  # A nU 
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alt  of  hers.)  after,  which  fie  lived  not  above  fine  dayes : 7 o 
which  two  examples  ( writes  he)  a I might  addc  fomefeare = a Quo  utiq;  & 
full  precedents  of  others,  who  by  communicating  with  the  documen- 
Devill  at  Stage-pLyes,  have  fallen  quite  away  fiom-God.  j*  cc  crunt 
Adreadfuii  -.pi  it.iiie  and  j udgement  indeed.  To  thefe  Diabolo  apud 
twc  former  precedents*  I lhaii  annex  the  parallel  exam-  spedacula 
pie  of  a b late  Englfi  Gentlewoman  of  good  ranfce;  who.  comtinieando 
dally  be  flowing  the  expence  of  her  befi  houres  up  on  the  a pornino 
St  age, and  at  Liflfallng  into  a dangerous  fcknejfe  of  which  bs7^M^Bratb 
fie  died,  her  fiends  in  her  extremity  font  for  a tJWwifler  wait,  hisEn- 
to  comfort,  counfill,  andprepare  her  for  her  end , who  com - glifh  Gentle- 
mingto  infir  till  her , and  advifing  her  to  repent,  andcaliup-  woman.Lon- 
on  God  for mercy  ? fie  made  him  no  reply  at  all $ but  cryed  ^or* 1 P3S* 
out  Hieronimo,  Hieronimo;  O let  mee  fee  Hieroniino  Aurho/bcin® 
ailed • ( calling  out  for  a Play,  in  J lead  of  crying  unto  God  then  nrefenkat 
for  mercy ,)  and  c foclofid  her  dying  eyes . O tragical!,  O her  departure, 
fearefuii  death  1 aufwerable  to  her  former  wicked  life  ? c Ppcuffas 
Not  to  relate  the.  various  tragical!  ends  of  many,  who  in  (lUifop  ffi 
my  remembrance  at  London,  have  beene  flaine  in  Play-  ;^mentsrp«ni- 
houfessorupon  quarrels  there  commenced Nor  yet  to  tentix  ..convcr- 
recste  the  f'udden  fearefuii  burning  event©'  the  ground,  ratnrl  Penfate 
both  of  the  Globe and  Fortune  Play' -houfes,  no  man  per-  er2Q  <5«*iis  r-d 
ceivinghow  thefe-firescame  : together  with  the-  vifi- 
lie  apparition  of the7)evi  lion  the  Stags  at  the  Belfavage  pervenrj'au 
Play-houfi,  in  Queene  Elizabeths  daiyes,  (to  the  great  a-  non  vacatflere 
maz,ement  both  of  the  A Hors  and  Spectators  J whiles  they  quod  fecit.  . 
werethereprophanely  playingthe  Hi/lory  of  Fauftusfthe  c'pegAlag.Epifl% 
truth  of  which  I have  heard  from  many  now  alive, who  * p1 1 caP-  i\f6^ 
Well  remember  it,)  there  being  fime  diftraCled  with  that  1 
fearefuii  fight  1 1 fhall  confine  my  feife  oriel  y to  (rich  prin- 
ted examples  of  Gods  judgements  4ipon  many  Players 
and  Play- haunters  together,  .which  i fiede  f cattered 
here  and  there  in  fundry  Authors.  To  begin  firfi  at 
home.  Iread  in  a Holhngfie  ad,rthat  in  the  eighth  yeere  of a Anno  8, 
fgueenel:  izabeths  %aignc, there  were  three  Schoilersat 
Oxford flaine  outright,  and  divers  others  hurt  and  mained , 1 
with  the  unexpefted full  of  a wM>whiles  they  were  behold- 
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-«M,S^ii,his  ing  a Stage -flay : c About  the  ye  ere  1582.  many  people 
Anatomy  of  being  aflemb  led  together  at  the  Theaters  tn  London  to  fee 

Abiifcs.  p.ijf*  the  bawdy  Enter  hides  and  other  fooleries  there  praftifed, 
tatioi/of  the1"*  G°d  caufedthe  earth  on  a fudden  mightily  to  Jhake  andtrem - 
Apologie  for  hie,  as  though  all  would  have  fallen  to  the  ground : where  at 
Adors.p1g.4j.  the  people fore  amazed,  many  of them  leapt  downe  from  the 
44«  top  oft  he  Turret  s,P  made s and  Towers,  where  they  flood, 

to  the  ground,  whereby  fome  had  their  legges  broken,  fome 
their  armes,  fome  their  backes,  fome  were  hurt  one  where , 
fome  another  where, and  many  fore  crufht  and  bruifedfbutnot 
any  but  they  went  away  fore  aflaid,<&  wounded  in  conference. 
zAndyet  (writes  my  Author)  can  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other,  fray  men  from  the fe  devillifh  exercifes,  untill  the  Lord 
cofume  them  alUn  hts  wrath:  The  Lord  of  his  mercy  open  the 
fM  John  Field  eyesoft^oe  Magiflratestoplucke  downe  thefe places  ofabufe 
his  Declarati-  that  God  may  be  honour  ed,andtheir  conferences  df charged. 
on  of  Gods  f Vponthe  1 3 . ofIanuary,Anno  1583 . being  the  Lords-day , 

I udgement  at  an  infinite  number  of  people,  meh; women, , and  children,refor - 
^s,  Garden.  ted  unto  Paris  Garden  to  fee  Beare- bay  ting,  Playes , and  0- 
H era y° Cave,  his  therpdflimes,and  being  all  together  mounted  aloft  upon 
Narration  of  their  Scaffolds  and  Galleries , and  in  the  mtddefl  of  all  the  tr 
the  fall  of  Pa-  iollity  and  pafiime,  all  the  whole  building  ( not  oneflicke  fo 
ris  Garden.  much  as flanding)  fell  downe  miraculoufiy  to  the  ground 
^OI^on  rj  88,  with  much  horror  and  confufion:  Jn  the  fall  of  it  fine  men 
Anatomy  of  an^ tw0  women  were flaine  outright,  and  above  one  hundred 
Abufes,  p.i  5 4.  wd fifty  per fons  more  fore  wounded  & bruifed,whereofmany 
i 3 f . D.  Beard,  diedfhortly  after ; fome  of  them  having  their  braines  dajhed 
Ins  Theater  of  out,  feme  th  e ir  h e ads  all  to  quafht,  fome  their  legges  broken , 
tjods  lodge*  fome  their  armes  fome  their  backes,  fome  one  hurt,  fome  an- 
London  1631  * ot^er  > there  being  nothing  heard  there  but  wofull  fhreekes 
l.i.c.3  -;.p.zJ2.  and  cry  es  which  did  even  pierce  the  slfies ; children  beway- 
& the  Preface  ling  there  the  death  and  hurts  of  their  Parents,  Parents  of 
to  the  Practice  their  Children;  Wives  of  their  Husbands,  and  Husbands 
of- Ph\y.  1.  G.  of  their  Wives  1 fo  that  every  way  from  foure  of  the  clock? 
of  the  Apclo-  int’oe  afternoone  till  nine  at  night,  ejfecially  over  London - 
oie  for  Adors.  bridge,  many  were  carried  in  waives,  and  led  betwixt  their 
pa?.  43 . friends,  and  fo  brought  home  to  their  houfes  with  forrowfnlt 
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heavy  hearts,  like  lame  Cripples . A juft,  chough  terrible 
judgement  of  God  upon  chele  Play-haunters  and  pro- 
phanersofhisbolyday:  the  S originallrelator  of  which,  gM -lohnFMt 
doth  thus  conclude  : A nd  therefore  for  a conclusion,  I be-  in  his  Dech- 
feech  all  Magi  fixates  by  the  mercies  of  God  in  Iefm  Chrift , 
that  by  this  occafion  and  example , they  take  good  heed  to  paJs  Qaidett. 
looke  to  the  people  committedto  their  charge,  that  they  take 
order,  ejpec tally  on  the  Sabbath  day  es,  that  no  Citizen  or 
Citizens  fervants  have  liberty  to  rep  air  e to  any  of  thofe  a - 
bufed places,  and  that  they  keepe  their  firagling  wantons  in, 
that  they  may  be  better  occupied.  *s4nd  as  they  have  with 
good  commendation  fofarre  prevailed , that  upon  Sabbath 
dayes  thefe  Heathenijh  Enterludes  and  Playes  are  ba- 
nifhed,fo  it  will  pleafe  them  to  follow  the  matter  fiill,  that 
they  may  beutterly  ridandtakenaway,  For  furely  it  is  to 
be  feared , befides  the  defiruttionofbody  and  foule  that  ma- 
ny are  brought  unto  by  frequenting  the  Theater  and  Curtin , 
that  one  day  thefe  places  will  like  wife  bee  cafldowne  by  Cjod 
himfrlfe,  and  draw  with  them  an  huge  heape  of  fuch  con- 
temners andprophane  per fons  to  be  killed  and  jpoyled  in  their 
bodies . Neither  was  he  a falfe  prophet  altogether.  h For  w D.  Beard,  his 
intheyeere  of  our  Lord,  l6oy»  at  a Towne  in  Bedford- jhire  Theater  of 
called  Riftey  ,thefloore  of  a chamber  wherein  many  werega - - 

thered  together  to  fee  a Stage-play  on  the  Sabbath  day , fell 
downe  ; by  meanes  whereof  divers  were  fore  hurt,  and  fome  > * 
killed . If  thefe  domeftique  examples,  together  with 
that  of  * Thales  the  Thilofopher,  who  was  fmotheredand  * Q;00.enes 
prejfedto  death  at  a Play  will  not  move  US;  let  US  caft  Laertius,  iib.i, 
our  eyes  upon  fome  forraigne  Tragedies  of  this  nature.  pag3$. 

I read  in  * tJlLun(ler  his  Cofmographyy  that  about  the  * Lib.j. 0.444* 
yeereof  our  Lord,  1 3 80.  Lodovick z a Marquis  ofNifina , P^S- 
a man  not  very  religious, was  made  Arch-btjhopof  Magde - 
burge  ; who  thereupon  invited  many  Gentlemen, and  others, 
together  with  their  Wives  and  Daughters  into  a T owne  cal - 
led  Calvzn,  to  feafi  and  make  merry  with  him;  who  came 
accordingly : T he  Bifhop  for  their  better  entertainement 
provided  the  Towne-kall  for  them  to  dance  in  ( they  be  in? 
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much  addicted  to  dancing  and figging)  and  to  act  other  va- 
nities : and  whiles  they  were  bufily  turning , dancing,  and 
flaying,  and  every  one  danced  merrily  at  the  hands  of  their 
Ladies , the  houfe  being  opfrejfed  with  the  great  weight , be- 
gan tofinke , giving  a great  cracke  before.  The  Arch-bifhop 
taking  the  Lady  who flood  next  him  by  the  handy  haflned  to 
goe  downe  the  flair  es  with  the  firfl : and  as  foone  as  he  begun 
togoe  downe , the  ftony  fiaires  being  loofe  before  fell  downe , 
and  mi  fer ably  crujbtto  death  the  Arch-bif  op  and  his  con - 
* Booke  4.ch^.fon>witb  divers  others.  It  is  ftoried  by  1 Troy  fart  in  his 
j 9 z.  19  5 .fol!  Chronicle,  and  by  iome  others  fince,  that'  in  the  7\aigne 
243 144,  Sec  0/ Charles  the  pxt,in  th  eye  ere  of  our  Lord,  1392.  at  a mar - 
the  Generali  riage  made  in  the  Kings  Court  at  the  hoflle  of  Saint  Pauls 
F-ance^  °^2  y betweeneSir  Yvan  of  Foiz,  Baflard  Sonne  to  the 

and  D.' Bear  dl  °fKoiz>,  and  one  of  the  Queene  of  France  her  Cjentle - 

his  Theater  of  w omen,  th  eT  ue\ day  before  Candlemas  day : Squire  of 

Gods  Iudge-  Normandy  calledHo^ry  men  of  Genfay, provided  for  a Flay 
ments.lib,2.  c.  or  Mummery  againfl  night  for  which  purpofehe  had  dev i- 
fed  6,  Coates  made  of  Linnets  cloth  covered  with  Pitch, and 
thereon  cloth  and  flaxlike  hair e,  and  had  them  ready  in  a 
Chamber : The  King  himfslfe put  on  one  ofthefe  Coates  ; 
the  Earle  oflovy,  ayong  lufly  Knight, anot her ; Sir  Charles 
of  Toy  tiers, the  third-,  Sir  Yvan  of  Foiz  another ; the  Son 
of  the  Lord  Lanthorilkt  kaclonthe  fift,andthe  Squire  him - 
felfe  put  on  the  fixt.  Being  thus  apparelledand flowed  fafi on 
thefe  (floates, which  made  them  foone  like  wilde  wode-houfes; 
the  Kmguponthe  advice  of  Sir  Yvan  of  Foiz.,  commanded 
an  TJher  of  his  Chambcrto  enioyne  all  the  Torch-bearcrs  in 
the  Hall  where  the  Ladieswere  dancing  to  fland  clofe  to  the 
wall,  andnotto  come  neere  the  wode-houfes  forfeare  of  fet^ 
ting  them  on  fire, which  he  did  accordingly.  Soone  after  the 
Duke  of  Orleance, who  knew  nothing  of  the  Mummery  or 
the  Kings  command,  entredintothe  Hallwith  foure  Knights 
and  pxeTorches,to  beholdthe  dancing,  and  begun  him  felfe 
to  dance.  Therewith  the  King  andthe  fine  other  Mafquers 
came  in,  in  thefe  their  difguifes,  fiue  of  them  being  fafined 
onetothe other ytheKingonely  beingloofe,  who  went  before 

and 
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and  led  the  device.  When  they  entred  the  Hall , every  one 
tookefo great  heed  to  them  that  they  for  gate  the  Torches. 

The  King  departing  from  his  company  went  to  the  Ladies 
to  (port  with  them,  as  youth  required , and  came  to  the 
‘Dutches  of  Berry  who  tockeholdcf  him  to  know  what  hee 
was,  but  he  would  not  flew  his  name.  The  Duke  of  Or  le- 
ance  running  to  the  other fiue  to  df cover  who  they  were, pit 
one  of  the  Torches  his  fervants  heldfo  neere  the. fax,  that  he 
fet  one  of  the  Coates  on  fire,  and fo  each  of  them  Jet  fire  on  the 
other, f ? that  they  were  all  in  a bright  flame ; the  fire  taking 
hold  of  the  living  Coates  & their jhirts  began  to  fcorch  their 
bodies  fo  that  they  begantobren  andtocry  out  for  help. The 
fire  was  fo  great  that  none  durfi  come  neere  them,  and  thofe 
that  did,  brent  their  hands  by  reafonoftheheate  of  the  fitch . 

One  of  them  called  Manthoiillet^kd  into  the  Botry  and  cafe 
htmfelfe  into  a veff ell  of  water  where  they  rynfedpots,  and 
fvfaved  his  life  by  quenching  the  fire,  but  yet  hee  was  fore 
hurt . The  Count  e fie  of  Berry  with  her  long  loofe  Cjowne  co- 
•veredthe  King  and fofaved  him from  the  fire:  two  of  the 
other  were  burntto  death  in  the  place  : the  Bafiard  of  Foiz, 
and  the  Carle  of  Jovy  were  carried  to  their  lodgings,  and 
there  died  within  two  dayes  after  in  great  paine  and  mifery. 

Thus  wasthis  Comedy  turned  into  a dole  full  T ragedy . k The  k The  French 
King  though  heefcaped  was  much  dtfiracledin  minde  ( and  Hiftory.p.13  u 
his  fervants  difir  cfied  with  griefe)  at  this  unhappy  acci - 
dent,fo  that  he  couldnotfleepe  quiet  that  night.  1 The  next  l Froyffarts 
day  thcfe  newes  being  flared  abroad  in  the  City,  and  every  chronicle. 
man  marveling  at  it : feme  fetid,  how  God  had  fient  that  to-  Eoo^e  4*  C^P* 
ken  for  an  enf ample , and  that  it  was  wife  dome  for  the  King 
to  regard  it,  and  to  withdraw  himfelfe  from  fetch  yong  idle 
wantonnefife,  which  he  had  ufed  overmuch  being  a King. 

'Hll  Lords  and  Ladies  thorow  the  Ret  ime  of  France  and 
elfewkere, that  heard  of  this  chance  had  great  mat  vane 
thereof  Tope  Boniface  being  at  Rome  wiw  his  Cardinals 
reioyced  at  it, and faid,  that  it  was  a token  fent  from  (jodto 
to  the  Kyalrne  of  France,  which  had  taken  part  againfi  him . 

Sure  I am  it  was  a ju$  judgement  of  God,to  teach  Kings 
H h h * 2 and 
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and  great  men,  and  not  to  bee  A&ors  or  Spectators  of 
vanity, but  wholv  to  lay  afide  luch  foolifh  Mafques  and 
«I.G.  his  Re-  Enteriudes.  ™ At  Lions  inPrance,  in  the  moneth  ofAu- 
futation  of  the  gufi,intheyeere \6oj»  whiles  the  Jcfuites  were  aiting  a 
Adors^a  prophane  Play  ofChrifis  comming  to  Judgement  at  the  la fi 
A ("honTrea-  ^aJ>  to  the  disgrace  of  true  Religion , the  Lord  from  Heaven 
tife  againft  continued  thunder  and  lightnings  for  two  houres  face  toge- 

Stage-playes,  ther,  flew  twelve  of  the  Attors  andSpeilatorsprefently,  and 
and  D d1^2  d amaz*€dalltherefi  with  great  terror  and  feare.  To  pafTe 
to  the  Padua-  *roin  Franceto  Home,  Suetonius  recor ds,that  in  Iuiius 
mem.  png.  a 8.  C^far  histime, there  refortedfuch  a multitude  of  people  to 
Rome  to  behold  his  Stage-playes  and  Spellacles,  that  mofi 
of  the  fir  angers  were  forced  to  lodge  in  the  Villages  adioy- 
ning  in  Tents  : there  was  oft-times  very  many  people  trod 
andcrufhed  to  death  at  thefe  TLayes  by  re  of  on  of  the  multi- 
tude, and  among  them  two  Senators : fo  tragicalland  fat  all 
D Rom.Hiflor,  were  thefe  Enteriudes.  n fDi on  Coffins  records  ; that  in 
hb.37.pj01.  Pompey  histime.  a Theater  in  Rome  built  for  the  attrag  of 
Syrian  Enter ludes  was  overturned  with  a fudden  tempefi,  to 
the  death  and  defirutt  ion  of  many  perfons.  To  palit  by  the 
memorable  example  of  Gods  avenging  Iuflice  upon  the 
* Phtliftines  and  their  Lords , many  thoufands  of  them  being 


* See  Tnd^.  j6, 

n a iM .on  tan  us"  crufted  t0  death  with  the  fall  of  their  Dagons  Temple, 
Comment. m which  S&mionpulled downe  upon  their  heads  whiles  they 
lib.  ludicum.  were  there  feafimg , dancing , and  aiding  Playes  before  their 
c.itf.Antwerpia  Ido  llD  agon,  and  beholding  Sam  ion  playing,  dancing,  and 
l*)9  Z*P-  5 6 s • making  / port  before  them  h%e  a Clowne  in  a Play , they  cat- 


mg 


nm  out 


of  the  prifon  to  that  purpofe.  From  whence 


to  ?8o4  See 

Vetcv  AUo tyr*  * sArias  CMontanus  well  obferves,  that  it  was  the  cm - 
Ibidem.  fiome  ofthePhilifiines-and  other  Idolaters,  to  court  their 
* Ibiderr.  pag.  Idols  with  dances  and  Stage-playes  on  their  folcmne  Pefii- 
5 7o-  5 7 1 ? 5 7 2-  Vais . thejr  temples  being  built  in  fuch  a manner,  that  peo - 
•Vulgo  ut  gra  pL  might  conveniently  behold  the  dances  and  Stage-playes 
tificenuirp  in-  that  were  ailed  in  them : and  thereupon  hee  iufily  taxeth 

cipes  van  a c * Chrifiian  Princes,  for  exhibiting  Playes  and  fuch  like  im- 
plerfiqj  huma-  **  J y 

aitati  d]{Tentane3>vel  edunt  ipfi,vel  edendapermitmnt  fpettacula.  Kinc  olim  Thea- 
tracafcibus  ac  i'anguiaepieaaj.  hinc  nolho  tempore  noftiifcpie  moribus  impura, 

pure. 
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fnre,nnchrtfiian  ffiellacles  to  the  people, and  tolerating  them  '*'•  ab  omni  art® 
in  their  Kin f domes,  they  beino  unfuitable  and  pernicious  emo':*j  fcena- 
unto  Cbrijt tan  manners,  and  altqgether  nnlawpull  unto  ilccnu^ 
Chrflians  as  originally  confecrated  unto  Idols',  the  very  & gladiatorum 
ail  mg  and  beholdingofthem  betng  odious  unto  Cjod , as  this  caede  ftmeftio- 
hts  /udgement  onthe  Phil/fltnes proves.  9 Cornelius  Taci-  racrudeiioraqj 
tus,  and  P Paul  us  Or  o fins,  (and  out  of  them  4 fun  dry  o- 
thers)  relate;  that  about  the  eighth  yeere  of  T iberius  his  nera^quae  dat 
Raigne,  there  were  by  the  iufl  iudgement  of  Cjod,  at  leafi  retinentibusac 
* fifty  thoufandperfons  (laine  and  prejfed  to  death  at  once , deteftatis  fupc- 
w it  h the  fall  of  a Theater  at  F/dena  in  Italy,  (which  Thea - rorumanimis 
ter  was  built  by  one  Atilius,)  whiles  they  were  there  be-  Craca\i^vcr- 
holding  Sword-play es,andfuch  like  Theatricall £nterludes\  hmmwid  ibid . 
the  doiefulnefle  of  which  bloody  Tragedy  and  judge-  ° Anna  Hum. 
ment  (feconded  with  a dev  curing fire,  which  al mo fl  burnt  1.4-c-i 
up  that  City)  is  at  large  deferibed  by  Tacitus-  Ioannes  . ... 

oAventmus  in  his  excellent  Annals,  hath  regiftred  two  „ iit0fiae* lb* 
memorable  Examples  for  our  prefent  purpofe.  r The  *Eutropius 
firjl  of  them  hapned  at  Tifonium,  a City  of  Bavaria ; about  Rcrum  Rom. 
the  yeere  of  our  Lord? 1 200-  where  divers  people  affemblmg  1«7  .Tiberius* 
together  from  all  quarters  to  behold  interludes  and  Cirque-  ^ccrarclv^  De 
playes,  above  three  hundred  of  them  were  there  (lame  out - nfq*-p0’miaJ 
right  with  thunder andhayle from  Heaven:  The  latter  of  1. 1 .Dialog^ o*. 
them  ifell  out  in  Rome  it  feife  uyon  the  i 5 . day  of  October,  Bodinus  Ivle- 
in  the  yeere  of  our  Lord  1450  when  Tope  Nicholas  the  thodoHifto- 
firfi , folemnizced  his  famous  Jubtly  with  fecular  Playes  rxfff'7 
at  wtoich  time,  pue  hundred  and  pfty  perjons  camming  to-  triit  prom 
Rome  to  fee  thefe  fecular  Snterludes,  which  this  Pope  Playes5&c.pag, 
brought  in  contrary  to  the  decrees  of  the  Councell  of  Con-  1 24  Ts^uachr 
france,were  drowned  & wafhed  to  death  in  the  River  Tiber x whA pologie 
the  Bridge  upon  which  they  were  betng  overturned  with  the  p ji>  x4  p ^ o* 

A fhort  Treatife  againltStage-playes.  pag  1 6.  with  fundry  others  Coc.  Sabellicus,. 
Ennend.7-hb  l.png.ic?!.  * Sonoriies  Tacitus,  others oncly  above  jocoo.  which 
may  both  ftand  wdl  together,  (ince  jooco.  is  above  ioooo.  r AvcmmusAn- 
mlium  Bojorum.  lib.7. pag.5 ^ o.  f Idem  Annal, Bojorum. lib.7.pag.668t&  583*. 
Romae  quintadecimo  Cal.  Oftobris  pons  Tiberinus  corruit  aqvis,  obruti  interirfi 
ouingenti  fcxagima  he  mines, qui  eofeculanbus  ludis,  ques  Nicolaus  contra  deerqs** 
Conibntienlis  Status  apeme  • , onfluxeraiifr, 
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waters.  To  thefe  I (hall  adde  one  Tragicall  Story  more 

* InVitaBeati  which  c Cjregory  JVyjfen,  in  the  Life  ot  Cjregory  thcwor- 
Gregorij.pag.  f^r  of  miracles,  hath  regiftred  to  poilerity.  The  Citizens 

°f  C afar  ea,and  well  might  all  the  people  of  that  Province 
,1>7l‘  accuftomed  to  meet  together  at  Csfarea  once  a yeere,  upon  a 

* See  \ t pub  like  folemne  Fefitvall  which  they  dedicated  to  a certame 

Scene  i.  z.  & T>evill-Ido l,  which  that  Country  worjhipped ; at  which 
htX  2‘Hftcmm  feafi  they  * alw ayes  celebratedfome  pubhke  Stage-play es 
ludus  turpis  & to  the  honour  of  this  their  I doll,  and  to  delight  the  people:  It 
inhoneilus  qui  fortuned  that  the  whole  Country  and  City  affemb led  thus 
tatcnwV  °rm^  iogether  after  their  wonted  manner,  when  Saint  Gregory 
tatj  & was  newly  made-  LMinifler  of  that  (fity : ar*d  being  that 

cernnt  Genci-  affembled  they prefentlj  focl^ed  to  the  Theater  5 u which  be- 
les  coram  dijs  ing  filled  with  thofe  who  fir fb  hafled  thither, th  ofe  who  came 
iuisin  I he  a-  s,f+r.v  rl,™LrA  fry  troopes  upon  the  Scaffolds  that  were 


tus  C hr. ilia 
nis.  Holfyot. 
Lcflio  17  i.in 
lib.  SapiCf.iue , 

fit-in. 

u £orum  qui 
concurr  erant 
Theatrum 
plenum  erat, 
& corum  qui 
podremo  a f- 


&1II1  built  about  it.  dAtlafithe  crowde  of  the  people ; who  were 

pii  :itcr  mhibi-  verJ  de fir  out  to  behold  thefe  Enterludes,grew  fo great,  that 
they  left  no  roome  at  all  upon  the  Stage,  either  for  the  Play- 
ers or  CMuficians  to  aSt  their  parts ; whereupon  the  whole 
multitude  cryed  out  to  that  T)evill  whofefefliv  all  they  then 
folemniz,ed,  with  one  united voyce  ; O Jupiter  make  us 
rocme ; Which  Saint  Groovy  over-hearing,  heeprefently 
fends  onewhoftoodbytothe  Theater, to  tell  thepeople  that 
th  at  they  fisould forth -with  have  more  roome  and  eafe  then 
they  defired,  * Jfo  fooner  was  this  meffiage  delivered  to 
them,  Ike  a dolzfullfentencepaffed againfl  them,  but  a de- 
tluxerant  mul-  vouringpcfi  ilcnce fuddenly  fei fed  upon  that  great  afifembly , 
titudo  fubfel-  which  were  there jporting  and  beholding  T lay  es,  and  pre - 
hjs  undique 

fupertundebaiur,  atqueomnibus  ad  fpedhcula  arque  acroamata  orcheftram  intueri 
cupientibus  : plena  tcena  timulius  & trepidationis,  irrita  pr.Tftigiatoribus,  mirabi- 
1 umque  fpcd.iculorum  arcincibus  oflentatio  erat3tumultu  fefe  miituoconflipantium 
non  modo  oblc&ationem  funficae  impediente*  fed  ne circulatoribus  quidein  & praj- 
fligiatoribus  fuas  artes  oftentanti  tempus  erat.  See.  Greg  Njjfcn.  fbidevt.  * Hac 
aurem  abeo  voce  tanquam  trifti  quadam  fententia  prolata  peitrlenna  frequentem 
ferias  agcntium3&  ludosceiebiantiu-'mconventum  excipit5  ac  {hum  tripudiannum 
choris  lamentatio  tmfcebatnr  rd?o  ut  in  ludus  Sc  cslamitates  eis  voluptntes  con- 
verterentur,quum  pro  plauiibus  & cantu  tibiarutn,  ali£  fuper  alias  nasma?  cantuf- 
que  limibrcs  urbem  pa  dim  invafifientj  Sic.  ibidem* 
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fent/y  a lamentation™  as  mingled  with  their  dancing,  in  fo 
much  that  their  pleafures  were  turned  into  forrowes  and  ca ^ 
lamities ; andfunerall  dole  full  Elegies  one  upon  another  were 
heardthorowout  the  City  in  [lead  of  acclamations  and  mu - 
ft  eke : Y For  asfoone  this  pefti lent  difeafe  had  feifed  up  on  Y Cum 
men,  opinion  and  conceit  did  propagate  it  the  f after,  it  confu-  morbus 

ming  whole  houfes  at  once,  like  a fire : info  much  that  fly- 
ingfirom  their  houfes  to  their  Temples  for  fuccour  andteco - p^paoa- 

very, their  very  temples  were  even  filled  up  with  the  car  cafes  batur  atque* 
of  fuch  who  there  fell downe  dead  of  this  difeafe : whofe  ex-  ferpebat,  ignis 
tremity  was  fuch,  that  allthe  Cifternes , Fountaines  and  pits  {n  niodum.  do- 
of  water  neere  the  City  were  covered  with  the  dead  corps  off^°fQ 
fuch  whorefortedto  them  for  to  quench  their  thirft ; in  fo  q:Ujcm  facr3e> 
much  that  many  went  voluntarily  to  their  graves  to  die  qiue  fpe  fanati- 
there,  becaufe  the livingwere  not  fu jficient to  bury  the  dead.  OQiS  atque  re- 
3S {either  did  this  p eft ilence  furprfe  men  fuddenly , but  a confugi- 
certaine  Gho ft  or  Spirit  came  fir  ft  unto  thefe  houfes  over  ^ofbo^peri- 
which  deftrutti on  hovered,  and  then  certaine  perdition  fol-  bantrepletae: 
lowed  after . At  laft  when  the  people  came  to  know  the  caufe  tomes  vero, 
of  this  their  fckgefffathey  renounced  their  former  Idolatrous  aquaeduftus, 
fen  fees,  rites  and  Enterludes,  and  re  for  ting  with  their  i-auil'igint'^j 
whole  families  to  Saint  Gregory,  they  untreated  him  both  quos^rodtatc 
to  infer  uFi  them  and  to  pray  unto  God  for  them,  that  fo  they  merbi  fids 
might  efcape  this  pe ft  ilence.  By  which  meanes  they  all  a - exurebar^refer- 
bandoningtheir Idol-worfbip  were  drawne  to  the  profeffion  :i  e^crK>  &c* 
of  Chri ft s Tftame : part  of  them  being  led  as  it  were  by  the 
hand  unto  the  truth  by  the  difeafe  that  was  then  upon  them ; ^ fepulchra  * 
others  of  them  embracing  the  faith  of  drift,  as  a defen  fa-  <6  quod  fuper- 
live  to  fecure  them  from  the  plague ; z their  fcknejfc  being  fepehm- 
more  effettuallto  convert  them  then  their  health.  For  thofe  Ul5 
who  were  fo  weak?  in  their  health  that  they  could  not  bee  ^Hce^ent15 
wonne  by  reafons  to  approve  the  truth,  were  made  whole  in  ibidem, 
faith,  by  this  their  corpor  all  difeafe.  Loe  here  a man-eating  1 AdcoilL's 
pcftilence  fent  by  God  from  Heaven  upon  thefe  Pagan  hommibus  fa- 
Play* haunters;  Anfwerable  to  which  I finde  another  n,,ta,te  morbus 

* validior  erat. 

Qui  enim  in  fanitate  ad  approbationem  myftetij  ratiombus  infirmi  eflem>corpQ*aIi 
mot  bo  ad  fidemconvaluerunt,  ibidem  ♦ 

Story 
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Peftis  Roma  Story  in  <Tlutarch,  who  relates  • * that  in  theConfuljhip 

graflata  omnes  ^Caius  Suipitius,  and  Licinius  Solon,  the  or  eat  plaque 
ad  unum  ice-  •>  r v>  j j , 

nx  adminiftros  ™en  ratgnwg  tn  R°me,  devoured  not  oneh  fundry  Play- 
extinxir.  Pin-  haunters,  but  even  all  the  Stage-players  tnen  in  Rome,  fa 
tmbi.  Qwftio-  that  there  was  not  fo  much  as  one  of  them  left  alive : A jiift 
nuRmaxa.  judgement  of  God  upon  thefe  peftiferous  milcreanrs. 
i°7  peg*  And  may  we  not  then  fufped,that  their  toleration  of, 
and  our  great  refort  to  Srage-playes,  hath  beene  a great 
*i4  Eliz.c.$v  occaiion  bfthofe  devouring  Plagues,  which  formerly 
j}9»Ell2»  cap  4'  and  now  bflate  have  feifed,not  onely  upon  London  and 


lib  *C^1V  °,C1,  ^Suburbs,  (where  divers  publike  (landing  Play-hou- 
cHuioni!  lib  its' are  every  day  frequented, )but  on  other  Townes  and 
S.cap  *.  ’ Citiestoo,whereftragling  wandring  Players  (though 

*■  Gualthcr,  a Pogues  by  Statute ) doe  oft-times  acT  their  parts  ? Sure 
Hom,  i r.  m I am  that  Saint  b Augufttne, c Orojlus , and  d others  trucly 
t •-'ers'forc11?  ^tage~^aJes  i t>l0e  very  ft  Ague  and  peftilence  of  mens 

ted.  3t ^7,68*  mtn^es  an^  manners*,  and  that  e Clemens  Alexandrinm, 
Zt  Ad  6 .Scene  f ^ ertulhan,  and  S .ZChryfofiome,  call  the  Play-houfe*  the 
5.  Her m annus  very  feate  and  chair e of pejh fence ; no  wonder  therefore  if 
S^Iiedeii.  they  produce  a plague  in  thofe  Kingdomes5&  the  Cities 

c h!on.lC°n  which  permit  -them.  Indeed  the  h ancient  Paean  Re - 

AUasj.tol.8j.  manes  when  as  Rome  was  exceedingly  pejrred  with  the 
« Paedagogi.  plague ; fent  into  T ufcany  for  Stage-players,  to  ajfwage  tts 

hl>  i . cap.i  i . rage : but  both  1 Livy , k Augufiine , and 1 Orofius  allure 
s De  Spcdacu- 

Iis.Iib.c.2-7*  5 Hom.8  dcPasnitentia.6c:Hom.6.7.&  5 8. in  Matth.  See  before  p,*7* 
6 8. & Ad 6. Scene  5.  k See  before>p.  17.1 8.  i-Nectamen  Iudorum  primum  initium 
procurandis  religionibiis  datu,aut  religione  animos3aut  corpora  morbis  levavit,&c. 
Livy. Hi fij, 7. feci. . k Bij  propter  fedandam  corporumpeftilentiamludos  libi  fceni- 
cos  exhiberi  jubebant.Pontifex  autem  vefter  Scipio  propter  animorum  cavendam  pe- 
ftilentia3ipfamfcenanaconftmi  prahibebat.  Neq;  enim  & ilia  corporum  peftilentia 
ideoconquievit,quia  populo beliicofo,&  folis  anted  ludis  Circenfibus  affuetodudom 
icenicorum  delicata  fubintravit  infania,fed  afhitia  fpirituu  nefandoru  prasvidens  ilia, 
pcftilenuam  jam  finedebito  ce{Taturam3aliam  longe  graviorem  qua  plurimu  gander, 
ex  hac  occalione.non  corporibus  fed  moribus  curavit  immittererquae  animos  mifero- 
rum  cantis  occa;aavictencbris,trmtadeformitate  fasdavit3ut  etiam  modo3quod  incre- 
dibile  forfitan  en:,(i  a noftris  pofteris  audietur j Romana  urbe  vaftata  quospefhlctia 
ida  pofledit,atq;  inde  fugienteSjCarthaginem  pervenire  potuerunt^n  Theatris  quo- 
tidi  e pro  hiftrionibus  infanircnt,  Vt  Chit . Vtl  lib . t . gap*  53.  J Hiftor.  lib. 3 ♦ cap.4# 
See  here,  Ad  64  Sceae  5 . 
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us;  that  they  were  fo  far  re  from  mitigating  this  plague 
which  feifedon  mens  bodies , which  they  dtd  rather  aggra- 
vate ; that  in  fleadofit , they  brought  in  among  them , a far 
more  pernicious  and  perpetuall  pejir Hence  of  their  foules  and 
manners  (to  mt,  thetr  wicked  pefltferous  S t age-play es) 
which  they  could  notfhake  off.  In  the  firfiyeere  of  jgueene 
Elizabeths  Raigne,  m all  St age -plages  were  prohibited  by  mHollinlhcad 
pub  like  proclamation from  the  7.  of  Apr  ill  till  <*Allh alien-  Anno  15  59. 
tide,  of  purpofe  to  ceafe  that  plague  whtch  was  then  begun\  p i 184,0. 50. 
and  fo  in  ail  great  fickneflesfince  that  time,  all  pubiike 
Enterludes  have  beene  fuppreffedfor  the  felfefatne  rca- 
fon.  If  then  the  inhibiting  of  pubiike  Stage-playes  hath 
beene  fuch  a common  antidote  to  alfwage  thofe  feare- 
full  Plagues, which  God  in  juftice  hath  infli&edon  us ; 
we  may  then  conclude  from  the  rule  of  contraries,  that 
our  refort  to  ribaldry  Stage-playes  (which  -God  with- 
out all  queft  ion,  as  appeares  by  all  the  new  recited 
judgements,  n cannot  but  abherre,)  is  a grand  occafion  nSeeSalvian 
both  of  the  engendring  and  propagating  thefe  late,thefe  De  Gubernat. 
prefent  plagues  which  yet  wee  feele,  and  fuffer.  As  Dei.  lib.  6. 
therefore  we  would  flie  and  feare  this  dreadfull  fatall  chrfoftom 
ficknelfe,  which  hath  a long  time  hovered  over  our  Homj.De* 
heads,  and  hath  almoft  quite  depopulated  fome  par-  Davids StSsuL 
ticular  places  of  this  Kingdome  (and  God  knoweth  & Hom.6.  & 
how  foone,  how  faff  it  may  increafe  tofweepeus  all  a-  $8<in Matth, 
way)  let  us  henceforth  calf  out  thefe  our  lewde  peflife- 
rous  Enterludes,  and  rafe  downe  thefe  pur  Leprous 
Play-Jaoufes,  which  may  involueus  in  the  lelfefame  mi- 
feriei,  that  thefe  Cafarians  here  fuftained,  to  bur  utter 
ruine.  But  if  all  thefe  former  examples  will  notdeterre 
us  from  thefe  Spectacles,  let  us  coniider  what  generall 
Nationall  judgements  they  have  oft  procured.  To  pafle 
by  Gods  judgements  upon  * Sodom  for  her  Cirques  and*  Theatra,Et 

'T heaters,  as  Prudentius  poetically  exprejfeth  it:  who  af-  Grcumcum 

J plebe  ma  ma- 

didafque  popinas.  Qmcquid  agunt  homines  Sod omorum,  incendia.juftis  Ignibus 
involuunt  & Chrifto  judice  damnant.  Hxc  fugifle  femel  fatis  eft,non  refpicic  ultra* 
Lot  noftcr^Stc.  PriuUntiut,  Hamer  tigenia,  Bibl.Patrm.  Tom.^yag.907-rD< 
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firmes  with  allthat  Chnftians  after  their  converft on,  retur^e 
backe  no  more  toPlayes  and  Theaters PThe  exceffive  expence s 
° De  Gloria  of  the  Athenians  onthetr  Stage-playes  (if°  Pint  arch  or  Jh- 

Atheniennum.  ft  in  may  be  credited,)  was  the  very  overthrow  anddeftru- 
lib.&  luftin.  ftion  0j  their  State,  and  the  occafton  of  their  bondage  to  the 
HnUib.6.pag.  Macedonians . p <*s4mobius  informes  the  Gentiles , againft 
p Necfatishxc  whom  he  wrote ; that  all  the  evils,  the  miferies  with 
culpa  eft,etiam  which  mortality  was  overwhelmed  and  oppreffed  from  day 
mimis&fcurri-  to  day , without  intermiftlon,  originally  jp rang  from  Stage- 
^icns-  playes , with  which  thefe  Heathen  Cj entiles  were  befotted. 
per fon Mincer-  Saint  q at  large  demonttrates ; that  the  bring- 

ponunturDeo-  ingin,  and  tolerating  of  Stage-playes,  which  vitiates  the 
rum.  Et  ut  fpe-  mmdes  and  manners  of  the%omanes,  was  the  principal l 
ftatoribus  va-  Caufe  of  the  very  mine  of  their  Common-we ale  andof-aU 
t^ofe  fat  all  miferies  which  befell  them.  Whereupon  hee 
tls  excitari^Q-  breakes  out  into  this  patheticall  exclamation. r O fooles  f 
culatoribus  O mad  men  ! what  is  this  your  extreame  / fay  not  error,  but 
feriuntur  cavil-  frenfte,  that  when  as  all  the  £ aft erneT(at ions,  as  wee  have 
lationibus  nu-  heard,  and  the  very  great  eft  Cities  inthe  remoteft  Countries 
mint^^bir*  doe  pub  likely  grieve  and  for  row  for  your  deftrutlion;  that 
guru  Theatra,  youfhouldrunne  after  Theaters,  enter  into  them,  fill  them , 
cavesromnes  andmake  them  much  more  unruly  and  outragious  then  be- 
concrepant  fra-  fore  ? This  plague  andpeftilence  of  mens  mindes  ; this  over- 
n?  acc^ue  throw  ofhonefty  andgoodneffe  did  worthy  Scipio/isvzre  would 
Et^awdetis^oft  befall  you,  when  beprohibited  Theaters  to  be  er  elded  \ when 

ifta  mirarijimde  orianrur  hsec  mala,quibus  inundatur  & premitur  fine  ulla  intermif- 
fione mortality? advwf.Gentes  l.4%p.i$o.v:d.lbid,  *3  De Civit  Dei.l,i«c«3 1.31.33.8c 
1 the  end  of  char  Booke.  r Amentes,amentes,  quis  eft  hie  tantus  non  error, 

fed  furor,utexitium  veftrum,ficut  audivimuSjplangenribusOrientalibus  populis,  8c 
niaximis  Civitatibusia  remotiflimis  tetris,  publicum  ludu  masroremq}  ducemibus^ 
vosTheatra  quxreretisjintraretis^mplerctis^  mul to  infaniora  quam  fuerant  antea 
facereds?  hanc  animortim  labem  acpeftem,hancprobitatis  & honeftatis  cverfionem 
vobis  Scipio  ille  metuebat,quando  conftitui  Theatra  prohibebat,  &c.  nequeenim 
cenfebat  ille  taelice  effe  rempub.ftantibus  mxnibus,ruentibusmoribus:  Sed  in  vobis 
v Auit  quod  Dae mor.es  impij  feduxerunr  quam  quod  homines  proridi  prccaverunt. 
Hinc  eft,  quod  mala  qu?p  facitis^vobis  imputari  non  vultis  5 mala  verd  quae  pati- 
mlni;  Chriftianis  terr.poribus  imputatis.  Neque  enim  ip  veftra  fecuritate  pacatam 
rsmpub.  fed  luxuriam  quaeritisimpunitam  $ qui  deprayati  rebus  profperis^nee  cor- 
ngi potuiftis  adyerfis,  Ve Civil. Dei.  lib, I, cap 33. 
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J -~."*ytcu  ana  over- 
he d'tf  cernedthat^  Pflfttyfffan  as  hee  would  not  have  you  fe- 
bare  from feareof enemies : neither  did  he  thirfike  the  Com - 
mon-weale  could  be  happy, when  as  th  e walls  of  it  one  ly  flood , 
but  the  manner s f 'ell to  ru/ne . But  in  you  that  hath  more 
prevailed  whichwicked  ft  evils  have  feducwgly  fluggefled , 
then  that  which  provident  men  have  laboured  to  prevent . 

Hence  is  it,  that  the  evils, which  youdoe,yon  will  not  have 
them  to  be  imputed  to  you;  andthe  evils , wh  ich you  fuff er t 
you  impute  onely  to  the  Chriflian  times . JVeither  in  your  fe~ 
curity  doe youfeeke  for  a peaceable  Common-wealth , but  an 
unpunijhe  a luxury, who  being  depraved  withprofpenty, can- 
not yet  be  amended  by  adverpty . Saint  ffhryfoflome,  as  hee 
records;  £ that  St  age-play  es  hadbrought great  mifehiefes  r Magna  Cm- 
upon  (fities,both  in  rejpett  of  finne  and  punijhment  • fo  hee  tatibus  mala 
with  all  relates  : 1 That  the  very  Heavens  were  made  fcrant  Theatra 
Braffe , and  the  earth  Iron ; that  the  very  elements  them-  An- 

felves  did  prodaime  Gods  wrath  a gain  ft  men  for  their  Tom. 5, 

Stage-play  es.  How  long  therefore  Ofonnes  of  men  wtllyee  Col.$  47.B. 
be  flow  of  heart?  JVhy  (writes  he)  doe  yee  love  vanity  in  * Vei  ipfa  lig-  - 
Enter tudes,  and  f ?eke  after  lies  in  Stage-players  f Holy  na  agnofeite, 
Salvian  writes  exprefly ; Thatthe  veryfacking  of  Rome,  ^reum  ta* 

the  deft  rutt  ion  of  all  Italy , the Jpoylwg  of  "JRavenna,  Tre- 
vers  ,MaY fellies  ,^y4grippina,fJMoguntia^  and  a great  part  ferrea.  Iracim- 
of  France  and  Spaine  by  the  Cjoathes  andV~ andals,  was  but  a diam  Dei  ipfa 
tufl  iudgement  of  God  infittedon  them  for  their  ft' equenting  elements  lo- 
and maintaining  'Tlayes  and  Theaters ; whofe  execrable  j}UMntur* 
filthineffe,  whofe  inconfiflency  with  Chriftiamty,  -and  whofe  0°^^™  ora- 
odioufaeffe  in  (yods  eye- fight, hee  mo  ft  eltgantly  difeyphers . vescorde?°ut 
Ifweeobferve  alt  the  paffages  of  the  Roman  Hiitory,  quidddigitis 
we  rhall  eafily-  difeover  that  the  Roman  Common-wealevz™2t*m  in 
had  never  fo  bad  Emperours  and  Magiflrates,  and  the 
greateft  plagues  that  can  befall  a people,  that  it  was  never:  d^umlnH-" 
fo  ill  governed,never fo  much  difordered  and  corrupted:  and  ftrionibus. 

Homlia  ult.  in 

Tfal.n84  ToM'1.  CoLl 031.  * De  Gubernatione  Dei.  lib.  6.  & 7. 
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* See  for  this  that  the  * Romanes  tFemjeT>. 7777  “ JT 
bius  C* :Arnc'/^  ftrangely  opprejfed,  ajflifted,  di(fipatcd  ancT coh]uffi££i 
Gentcs°rr&  Wit^  °fp^aSues  an^  lodgements ; with  peftilences , 

^ civil l d/ffentions , tvrannv , forraicne  invafions,  exaElianr 


gula, Claudius,  yods  iudgements  fell  upon  them , as  their  Hiltorians  de- 
& Nero.  Ailij  clare  at  large.  * Herod  brought  in  Play  es  among  the 

hc^balus  &C”  3eVPes^honwent  the*r  manners,  their  State , their  whole 
Comm  odus  ^ 0 wrecke,  and  * Cj ods  lodgements  feifed  on  them 
Flavij  Vopifa  more  fatally  then  before.  To  come  neererto  our  times  : 
Cannus.Eu-  y Franc? few  Tetrarcha , 2 C JM.Northbrooke,  a LM. Stubs, 
tropius  Rertim  and  b others  certitte  US  : That  Stage-playes  draw  downe 
Dion*  C lli'  Vengeance  not  onely  on  their  editors  and  Spectators 

Rem.  Hiklib*  (f°r  which  they  recite  lbme  precedents;)  but  hkewife  on 
S7.19, 6o,  thofe  States  and  Cities  which  allow  them . Matter  Brinfly , 

Grimftons  a reverend  Divine,informes  us : e That  fuch  who  frequent 


to,  Hcliogaba-  foblijh ed  by  Authority  \ n they  cere  of  our  Lord,  1580.^ 
lus.  Comodus,  inttruetts  us  ; That  that  Common-wcale  is  nigh  unto  the 
ScCarinus.Zp-  curfe  of  Cjod,  wherein  either  Players  be  made  cf  or  Thea~ 
To^m  ters  mawfained  e And  the  Author  of  the  third  of  thefe 

fund  17  others,*  See  Iofephus  Antiq.  Iudasorum  l.i  j.c.ir.nsi  5&I.16.C.9.  * See 
*-Maccabees.c.4.v.9.to  18.  7 Dc  Remed.Vtriufq;  Fortun^.l.  1. Dial. 30.  * Againft 
Vaine  Playes  and  E'uterludes.  fol.  32.  36.  * Anatomy  of  Abufes. p.102. 106,1 07,, 
* Matter  Cojfon , his  Schoole  of  Abufes.  U G his  Refutation  of  the  Apologie  for 
Aftors.  A lhortTreatife  againft  Stage-playes.  pag.  26.27, a8.with  fundry  others, 
GuaIther,Hom.xian  Nahum. « The  True  Watch,  part  3.chap,u.  Abomination  $0, 
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TilaOc  beinfj  once  a Plav-DOet.  writes:  d That  fane  did  d Ibidcm.pag. 


fently  in  his  wrath  have  confounded  the  beholders.  c -And  e Ibidem.p.jj 
lam  verily  perfwaded  (faith  hee)  that  if  Players  may  bee 
fill  permitted  to  make  fate  of finne,  wee  jh  all  pull  on  our  too  in  hjj  , j 
heads  (fods  vengeance,  and  to  our  Realme  bring  an  utter  Homily  upon 
confufion . And  no  wonder  that  it  fihould  bee  fo : For  Nahum. 

* where  ever  finne  goes  before , (jods  wrath  and  vengeance  1 ^eus  ct^ 
will  certainely  follow  after ; where  ail  wickedneile  and  4uxdam^orl“ 
prophanefle  liiper- abound,  k Gods  Judgements  cannot  fe^t^quLdam 
but  abound  at  lajl.  Now  Playes  and  Piay-houfes,  (as  the  camcn  etiam 
precedent  Scenes  doe  manifefh)  are  the  fruitful!  nurfe-  in  hacvicafla- 
ries,  and  fomenters  of  all  wickednefie,  all  lewdnelfe  S^at : & hlc 
whatfoever:  they  likewife  ^harden mens  hearts  thorow 
the  deceit fulnejfeoffinne,andundi  ft  ofe  them  to  repentance ; uos  xteLrni  * 
they  fo  ripen  and  prepare  men  for  Gods  judgements,  dair.n&ione 
m that  they  have  neither  providence  to  forefee,  nor  any  ft  in - confummat. 
mail  w ife  dome  to  prevent  them : no  wonder  therefore  if  ^rcg^.Msgnwi% 
Gods  judgements  feife  upon  them  to  their  juft  deftru- 
&ion, B even  inthe  ruffe  of all  their  carnall  iolity  and  fear  e-  k^Chron  56 
tefje  fecurity. You  have  now  feene  a ftiort  furvay  of  Gods  1 5.16-.  ler/y*  * 
tragicall  judgements  upon  Play-poets*  Players,  Play- io.Eiech  21, 
haunters, and  thefe  States  and  Cities  wherein  they  are 
tolerated  and  approved,  together  with  the  reafon  of  it,  *** 

which  mufl  needs  ffandfirme,  as  long  as  God  is  juft  to  Scene  1 4. 
punifihfinne.  Thefe few  examples  therefore  of  CJods  iudge-  ® $0pcr  quip- 
ments  (which0 fhouldbe warnings  unto  all)  ihould  Iefion  pe  iafunditur 
all  Play-poets,  to  give  over  their  compofing;  all  com-  jyperdniofub- 
mon  Aftors,  to  renounce  the  abting;  all  voluptuous  £enc|li^tl^^ljrn 
Play- haunters,  to  abandon  the  fight  and  hearing,  of  all  ti$  iniqSlan-" 
Theatricail  Enterludes ; all  Chriftian  Princes,  Cities,  busfuisquis 


reat,  providentia  ab  eo  tollitur  ne  periturus  evadat.  Salvian,  Be  Gubcr  nation  e Du  Jib  A, 
pag  234.  “ Matth.24,58, 39,49, 50,^.  1 Thefi^.2,5,4. Luke  u.  19,  zo.  Dan.  f . 

Amos  6.  1,  to  9.  • 1 Cor.  10.5,  to  1 a.  Prsebentur  cun&is  exempla  cum  » 
Aieriat  quibufdam  irrogata  fupplicia.CypraTi’pe  Swg.  clerkwiirnTmi.  pagxoi,  . 
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p poteftas  States  and  Magiftrates  ( t vehofc  connivency  at  any  evils 
quippe  maxi-  that  they  might  fttpprejje,  doth  make  them  aeepely  guilty  of 

nu  & poccntif*  them)  tor  ever  to  exile  all  Playes,  and  demoiifh  all  Pi*** 
fimaqu*inhi-  hS-  -agency  p&  t OOcfs  judge- 

1 -y  ments  downe  uponthem,  as  they  have  done  on  others* 

’quafiSprobat  A,as>  ^ould  any  Chriftian  Play-poet,  Player,  or 
dcberefieri3fi  Spectator;  any  Chriftian  State  or  City  where  Piayes 
feiens  parirur  have  publike  countenance,  beio  deiperately  fecure,  as 
perperrari : In  to  conceit ; that  though  Playes  have  brought  Gods 
cujus  em:n  judgements  upon  others,  <3 jet  they  frail [cafe  unpunifred, 
prohibcatdii-  h is  w r ath  frail  never feife  on  them:  what  ground,  what 
bet  agi  fi  non  warrant  is  there  for  any  luch  unchriftianfurmife  ? Is 
prohfbet  ad-  not  Gods  avenging  juftice  towards  finne  and  finners, 
rmm. salvian.  che  fame?  and  are  not  Stagc-playes,  PlayTpoets# 
De  Gubcrmlm  Acftors,  Play-haunters,  and  thofe  places  where  they  are 
Faaerms^cul-  tolerated,  as  execrably  vitious,  as  linfull,  as  odious  now 
pirn  proculdu-  to  God  as  ever?  Is  r not  the felfefamepumfrment  a fa  ayes 
biohibet,  qui  due  unto  the  felfefame  fnnes  and  [inner s l and  is  not  the 
quod  poteft  felfefame  linne  as  (inhill,  as  peccable ; [ yeamoreexecra- 
corrigere,neg-  fnCYe  damnable  in  Chrifiians , then  in  Pagans  ? God 
Etnealiffere^'  ^iatb  moft  feverely  punifhed  Pagan,  yea  and  Chriftian 
cum  pol^s  per-  Play-poets, Stage-players, Play-haunters, and  fuch  States 
turbareper-  as  tolerated  them,  for  Stage-playes  heretofore,  as  the 
verfos,nihil eft  forequcted  examples  teftihe;  and  fhall  hee  not  much 
vevc  Graiiatt°'  more  avbnge  himfelfe  on  fuch  like  Chriftians  for  their 
viftinal* 86?  Stage-playes  now?  Andyetadas, 1 fuch  is  the  infdelity 

3 Vc  fit  m3gna3tamcn  certe  lenta  iraDeoril  eft.Si  curant  igitur  cundos  punire  noccr- 
tes,Qinr*do  ad  me  venient  ? fed  & exorabilenumcn  Fortaffe  experior5  folet  his  ig- 
nofcerermulti  Commune  eadem  diverfo  crimina  fato.  Ille  crucem  pretium  fceleris 
tulit,Hic  diadema.SicaRhnumdii'se  trepidumformidine  culps  Confirmant.  Invtnai. 
Satyr.  13.  p.120.  r Oportetutuna  pasna  teneat  obnoxiosquosfimilis  error  invenerit 
implic^zos.Concil.Tolctauum^  Can  74. r Criminofi or  enim culpa  eft  ubi  honeftior  fta- 
tnsrft  honorofior  eft  perfonapeccantis3peccati  quoqj  major  invidia*  Itaque  nos  qui 
Chriftiam  catholici  effe  dicimur,(i  fimile  aliquid  Barbaroru  lmpunitatibus  facimus 
grayius  erramu$«Atrocius  cnim  fub  fandi  nominis  profeftione  peccam9:ubi  fublimior 
eft  praerogativa  major  eft  culpa.Sd/w<w.De  Guber.DeU^.p.i  25.1 26,130.  * Haec  temper 
<ft  incrcdulitas  humans  «uritije,ut  non  folu«audiendo  fed  etiam  videndo  noncredat 
alteros  interijfte,  nifi  & feipfam  viderit  interire  : necfocioru  mortibus  qu3tirur,dum 
illos  unmeritoj  aut  invalidos  opinatur,&c.  Cyprkn.Dt  S'm^ar.CUricm.T em.i-p-zoi. 
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fuch  the  fecurity  of  mens  obdurate  hearts,  that  not  onely 
when  they  heave , but  hkewife  when  they  vifibly  behold  (yods 
vengeancefeifing  upon  others ,for  compohng,  ading,  fre- 
quenting, countenancing thefe  vaine delights  oflinne,- 
yet  they  really  believe  not,  either  that  thefe  have  perifhed,  or 
that  themfelves [hall perifh for  the  felfefame  things,  unlejfe 
they  hkewife  fee  themfelves  deftroyed  too ; neither  are  they 
any  whit  aff ebbed  with  the  fudden  fear t full  deaths  of  others , 
till  fuch  a death  hath  feifed  on  themfelves.  O therefore  uAliorura  vul- 
nowatlall(as  wee  tender  our  owne  private  or  the  pub-  nusnoftra  fie 
like  fafety ,)  u let  other  mens  wounds  bee  our  cautions ; cautio.  Menm, 
let  thefe  mens  deaths,  prove  our  life;  let  their  judge-  EPiflf°:cap  4- 
ments  be  our  medicines.  * Hee  (faith  Saint  Cyprian)  is  q^ntum^otc- 
too  audacious,  who  JirivestopaJfe  over  there, where  he  hath  ftis  ejufmodi 
feene  another  to  have  fallen;  he  is  outragioufly  unruly  who  cafus  exitia;  & 
isnotfirucke  with feare  when  he  fees  another  per  if?  in  that  vy  dh  fubver- 
comfc  which  he  is  running . He  onely  is  a lover  of  his  owne  ^one  kbentiu 
fafety,  who  takes  warning  by  another  s death  : And  he  onely 
ts  a provident  man , who  is  made  Jolicitous  by  the  mines  of  Nim-um  pise- 
other  men;  which  Solomon  approveth,  faying , The  pm-  ceps  eft  qui 
dent  feeing  the  evill  man  punched,  is  greatly  tnflrulbed : tranfire  con- 
And  againe , When  wicked  men  fall,  the  tuft  will  bee  much  tentjj^.n-bi  -hu 
affrighted.  Y It  is  an  adverfe  hurt  full  confidence,  which  ceciifte^  & 
certamely  commits  its  life  to  dangers, as  to  a certains  thing : vehementer 
Andthatts  but  a flippery  hope,  which  pre fumes  it  fhall  be  infrenis  efocui 
fafe  ami  ds  the  fomentations  of finne.  It  ts  anuncertainevi-  non  incutirur 
ttory  to  fight  ami  defi  the  enemies  weapons  • and  it  ts  an  trn - 
pcjfible  deliverance  to  be  compajfcd  about  with  flames,  and  *or  e{i'fa_ 
not  tohurne.  W herefore  let  not  a perad venture, that  we  lutis  qui 
may  efcape  Gods  judgements,  though  we  Ml  refort  to  evitar  aliens 
Stage-playes ; overpoyfejaperadventure^ hat  they  may  ™onis  incur" 
feile  upon  us,  as  they  nave  done  on  others.  Neither  let 

jfolicitus  fitdadibus  csterorum  : ficut  Solomon  approbate  dicens  5 Aftmus  videns 
malum  puniri3vehemeiuer  erudietur : Et  itcrum  : Cadentibus  imp:js  jiimVehemen- 
ter  terrebumur.  CypriaaDe  Singularitate  C Uric  or  um.  Tom.  i.fagjyy.  J Adverfa  eft  con- 
fidents, quas  periculis  vitam  fuam,  pro  rerfo  commendat.  Et  Iubrica  fpes  eft  quee 
inter  fomenta  peceati  falvari  fe  fperat.  Incerta  vidoria  eft>  inter  hoftdia  arma  pug- 
narc.  Et  impofiibilis  liberatio  eft,fiammi$  drcundarhnec3rder^,&c,C^  rianthid; 
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Gods  long-fuffring  towards  Play-poets,  Players,  Play- 

haunters  , and  fuch  Republikes  as  approve  them, 

* Rom,  »4/i.  ( r which  in  truth  fhould  lead  them  to  repentance ; ) make 

all  or  any  ofehemor  us  fccure  againll  the  fearc  of  his 

• Divina  feve-  avenging  hand.  a For  the  longer  Cjods  iuAgements  arede- 
ritas  co  iniquu  [ayed  the  or  eater  willthey  be  atlafl.  b That  punilhment  vs 
quo  diiuius  moftroublefome,  which  vs  deferreawith  aforegoing  terror : 
pertulir.Grrg.  that  torment  is  more  grievous,  more  intolerable  which  is  de- 
Magnus.  Moral,  lay ed for  this  onely  purpo[e,that  it  may  ft r ike  the  longer , 
/^.  25 . cap,  1 . the  deeper:  For fudden  evils  quickly  fir  ike  us  thorow-  where - 
nas  quoT-  un”  m delay  ed  judgements  bring  a multiply  ed, and  ufurious  pu- 
coa  hodie  111  tu[hmentwith  them.  Wherefore  the  c longer  the  Lord  hath 
opera  peccan-  deferred  to  punifh , by  fo  much  the  morefolicitous  let  the  fer- 
tium  vindicic  vant  be : by  how  much  the  longer  Chrifi  is  erehe  come , the 
Chnftus.Qi.a-  more prepared  let  a Chriflianbe.  He  vs  no providentfervant , 
tiaC  fuftinctCn"  w^cm  ^is  Lordwhen  he  comes  fhall  finde  unprepared . God 
tanta feverime  hath  along  timefpared  many  Play-poets, Players, Play- 
reftituct,  ebry-  haunters,  States  and  Cities  where  Playes  are  harbored, 
foftom.Dc  Militia  though  feme  of  thefe  have  fmarted  for  them : he  hath 
cbrifiim&Hmil  merc[fuiiy  forborne  many  fuch  of  us  at  home ; and 
hM^ordU-  though  he  hath  a long  time  d chaffed  us  as  a Father , yet 
nim  pania  di-  be  hath  not  as  yet  wholy  confumed  us,  as  au  avenging 
lata  quam  fubi-  Judge ; but  how  foone  he  is  likely  to  doe  it,  if  wee  re- 
ta  : moleftius  pent  not  fpeedily,wee  may  all  conje&ure  ; O therefore 
fupplictum  [tt  not  tpie  iong  fuffring  of  our  gracious  God,  c harden 
^rrore1  dm'er-  m3  °fw  *n  r^e  l^^be  exercife  or  approbation  of  thefe 
tungraviorp*-  ungodly  Enterludes,  or  of  any  other  f pleafures  of  finne 
na,  quae  ad  hoc  which  are  but  for  afeafon  : But  let  thele  judgements  of 
tardat,  ut  dm-  God,  which  Piaycs  have  brought  on  Pagans,  on  Chri- 
bir  enim"  cud  ^ans  heretofore, and  for  ought  * we  know  upon  our  f elves 9 

pcrcutiunt,dilata  feneratam  pjenam  reftitutm  t.Cbryfo[Lex,  Far'yt  in  Matth.locisHdJn.24* 
Tom  i.Col.io/yo.C.  c Quanto  tardaverit  Dominus,tantd  fitfolicitior  fervus.  Quanto 
diutius  fupervenit  Chriftus,tar»td  fit  paratior  Chnftianus.Non  eft  providus  fervus  , 
quern  imparatu  invenerit  Dominus.  ChrjfoJl.lbid.  d Hebrn.j.to  1 2.  • Ecclef.S.u, 
i 2,1  g.  * Hebr.11,2  j-  Delici^  tcmporariam  habent  voluptatem,  pxnam  autem  fem- 
piternam . Chryfoflom.  Bom  $4.  ad  Pop.  Antioch.  * Parpaena  perdidonis  conftringat, 
quos  in  permue  prava  focietas  copulate  concilium  Tolctanum.  4,  Can.  74.  Sur’m-  Tom . 
%.  Can.  737, 
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be  now  at  laft  a warning-peale  to  as,  with  fpeed,  with 
care  and  confcience  to  abandon  them : and  thus  to  fyi- 
logize  againit  theminthe  44.  place,  with  which  I fhall  ^Argument 
clofe  up  this  Scene.  44. 

That  which  drawes  downe  Gods  judgements, wrath 
and  vengeance,both  upon  the  Compofers,  A&ors, 
and  Spectators  of  it ; and  likewife  upon  thofc  Ma- 
gnates,States,  and  Cities,  which  fofterand  ap- 
prove it  : muft  needs  befinfull,  ( l fnce  God  never  5 Ifayi.i.to 
inflicts  bis  iudgements  bat  for  Jin ) yea  altogether  to  caP‘  **  I#  to  X2" 
beavoydedof  all  good  ChnlHans,  and  not  toiera-  cap.^.iX^0/*0 
' ble  in  any  Chriftian  Common- weale. 

But  this  doe  Stage-playes:  as  the  premifes  demon-  cap.4.i7;l8< 
ftrate.  $7  *<>•«•• 

Therefore  they  muft  needs  befinfull,  yea  altogether 
tobeavoydedof  all  good  Chriftians;  andintole-  am’3-3  3>$4* 
rablein  any  Chriftian  Common-weale. 


ActvS  6.  SCENA  VlCESSIMA. 

THe  laft  effecft  of  Stage-playes,  which  arifeth  as  a 20 
necefiary  confequent  from  all  the  former,  is  this; 

That  without  fincere  repentance  * they  eternally  damne  *Quomodo 
mens fonles.  A fruit,a  conlequent  with  a witnefle, which  enim  ca  Chri‘ 
Chouid  caufe  all  Players,  all  Play-poets,  all  Play-haunters  fto  & An§?lis 
to  looke  about  them.  And  this  muft  needs  be  fo : h For , bfcslfs^quT 
tf  4 be  wages  ofjinne  be  death ; 'and  if  every  mreyentcd,  un-  cum  Diabolo 

& miniftris 

ejus  focietatcm  habent  in  terns  ? Quomodo  gaudebunt  in  convivio  perenni  fanfto- 
rum,  qui  nonrefpuuntconvivianefanda  Paganorum?  Aut  quomodo  in  luce  per- 
petua  poffunt  laudes  Deo  dicere  cum  Angelis,  qui  hie  Diabolo  exhibent  funeilos 
fudos  in  idolis?  H7{abanu4  Maurm  Morn'll  .centra  Taganiccs  Errorcs.Tcm.$  Rom,  6, 13, 

* Hebr.1.1.  Ecclef.izu*  Matth.12.^,37, 
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lamented,  idle,  vaineyor  ftnfull  action,  word  and  thought , 
i Cor  .6.9,  fhall  receive  a iufi  recommence  of  reward  : It  k the  unrighte - 
io.GiI  5.1  9?  one,  the  adulterous  andunchafieyfhall  not  inherit e the  King - 
io,u.Bphcf.5«  dome  of  God  and  ofChnfi:  If-  ^ the  wickedjhallbe  turned 
UHM  917  u‘t0  hdellandaHthe people  that  forget  (jody  then  certainely 
m ^ee  Act  $.  the  wages  of:  Stage- play eSj  (which  m abound  with  many 
thorowout.  idle  ftnfull Jpeechesyatt  ions,  and  reprefentations,<\\rt€t[y  fin- 

full  in  liindry  different  rclpeds,  as  I have  mani felted  by 
the  premifesjand  there  fore  cannot  but  exclude  their  un- 
righteous,adulterous, unchait  Acftors  and  Spectators  out 
of  Heaven,  and  tumble  them  headlong  into  Hell  for  all 
eternity,  uni elfe  they  prevent  this  danger  by  fincere  re- 
pentance) mud  be  eternall  death.  Stage-playes,  (as  not 
n Ovid-Trifti-  onelythe  belt,  n but  even  theworfi  of  men  confejfe,)  arc 
um  .l.i.  and  the  the  0 very  finkes,  the feminaries, food,  and  treasures  of  all 
l agan  Empe-  wickednejfe  and  lewdnelfe  whaifoever  : they  are  the 
AuthorsTuo^  ver^  P ^ait€S'  thefnares,  the  engines,  the  fweet  Syrenean 
ted* here  ^ enchantments  of  the^D  evill,  with  which  he  fweet ly  allures 

Ah  6-Scene  3.  men  to  deflruttion  • by  which  he  injinuates  all  kinde  of  vice - 
4,$  >&  6.  oufnejfeinto  their fou  less,  andfieales  away  their  hearts  from 
0 See  hercj^ft  Cod  and  heavenly  things  : <1 they  are  the  principall  wfiru- 
Aft^Scene  5 tnentsto  intice,  to  enthrall  men  untofnne , to  enamor  men 
accordingly.  * Wit^  fane',  todetaine  men  under  the  commanding  power  of 
f Chryfoftom.  finne ; and  to  keepe  them  off  from  all  true  contrition  for 
Horn .6. & 7 • »n  finne : Needs  therefore  muft  they  drowne  their  A dors, 
Match.  See  their  Compofersand  Spedators  in  everlafting  perditi- 
& Chorus' & on  bothoffoule  and  body,,  if  they  repent  not  of;  and. 
Ah  6,  Scene  utterly  renounce  them  as  they  have  vowed  in  their  bap- 
31 accordingly.  tifme.  Hence  is  that  memorable  palfage  of  Hippolitus 
4 $ec  Ad  6.  an  ancient  Martyr,  in  his-  * Oration , *Z) e Confummatione 
Sce“c  mundi  & Anti  draft  0 , about  the  ye  ere  of  our  Lord,  2 20. 

dmdy?  aCC°l*  where  he  informes  us ; that  Chrift Jhallfay  thus  to  rPlay- 
* Bibliotheca  haunters  andwickcd  men, at  the  laft  day:  Depart  from  me 
Patrum.  Tom*  yee  workers  of  iniquity,  1 know  you  not:  you  are  be- 
3^,16,17.  comethe  workmen  of  another  M after,  that  u,  oftheDe - 
vilLcToffeffe  with  him  darhneffe  and  f re, which  u uotputout , 
and  the  worme  that  fleejpcth  not 3 and gnafhing  of  teeth 
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* For  I have  made  your  cares  that  you  Jhould  heare  the  * Aures  vc- 
Scriptures : but  you  have  prepared  them  for  the  [ones  coadidi  ut 

‘Devils, for  harpes  and  ridiculous  things.  I have  created^ c^;izvo7p^l 
your  eyes  that  you  might  behoU  the  light  of my  precepts  and  raths*  eas  ad 
thorowlyperforme  them • but  you  have  called  for  whore-  cariticaitemo- 
domes  and  uncle anejfes,  and  have  opened  them  to  all  other  Ilumj  cytharas 
filth  incjje:  1 have  made  your  mouthes  to  glonfieand  praifie  ^fos'veftros^" 
theLord,to fing  Pfalmes  and  ifirituall  Songs,  and  to  utter  creavi,ut  pro- 
the  continuall  meditation  of  what  you  read  : but  you  have  fpicereas  lu- 
apply  edit  to  ray  ling,  tofwearing,  to  blajpemtes,  whiles  you  men  prseepco- 
did  fit  and  backbite  your  neighbours . J have  formed  your  runi  meoru[r* 
handsthatyou  fhould fir  etch  them  out  to  prayers  and  fup-  mmi^at^vosT" 
plications  -}  but youhdvereached  them forth  to  rapines, mur-  exerciftuis  ftu« 
thers , and  mutuall  J, laughters . I have  ordained  your  feet , pra  & impuai- 
that youfipould  walke  in  the  preparation  of  the  Gojpell  oft  itias,  &adre- 
pcace,  both  inChurches  andinthe  houfes  of  my  Saints  ; but  l‘quamfm- 
youhave  taught  them  to  runne  to  adulteries,  whoredomes, 

Stage-play  es,  dances , vaultings.  TSfow  the  pub  like  affembly  Os  veftrum 
isdijfolved ; thcjpettacle  of  this  world  is  ended ; the  fafhi-  compofui  ad 
on  and  deceit  of  it  is  pajfedaway,  &c.  Depart  therefore  in-  glorificandum 
to  everlafiing  fire  prepared  for  the  Devill  and  his  <iAngels.  & tawiand^un 
And  then  aias  poore  wretches,  what  will  become  mos^mione(- 
of  them  , when  as  Chnit  fha  l thus  upbraide  and  quefpiritaks 
charge  them  with  their  refort  to  Playes  and  Play-  pronunciandas 
houfes  , and  their  imploying  both  of  their  eyes , ledionifque 
their  cares,  their  hands,  their  feet,  their  mindes  and  contmuarn 
times  about  them,  at  the  (aft?  Perifh  they  muff  and  &c.^deTve™* 
that  irrecoverably,  for  all  eternity.  This  fundr}  Fathers  ftrosordmavi 
teftifie.  1 The  frofe/fion  and  following  of  Stage-playcs  ut  ambularetis 
(writes  Chryfojlom)  is  away  of  theworldwhich leads  un-  preparation 
to  the  Devill,the  generall  way  of  perdition  : There  fore  he  ne  £vanoe^ 
exhorts  his  { Auditors,  toavoydthe  peftferous  Fi/h-pond  r u m 

in  dornibus  fandoru  meoram:at  vos  docuiftiscuriere  ad  adaLreriajftupra/peCtacuia, 
faltationes,in  Cublime  jadationes  Jam  i’olutus  conventus  publicas,  ipcdaculu  defijc 
mundi  hujus,  practcnjt  i'pecics  St  deceptio  Alias.  Difcedite  a me,  Sic,  lbidcfnt  r Prc- 
feffioludorum,  altera  via  (ft  mundi,  qnse  ducit  ad  Diaboluin,  gencralem  viamper- 
dinonis , Cbtyfvjim  Horn  <*i  .in  Mattblom.iXol$%i  B*  c Hom.7.  in  Match, Tom. 2. 
Col,6o*.B.  See  heiejpag^.H. 
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Satan,  or  by  they  owne  (infull  lulls,  to  anfwer  thefc 
<• Argument  temptations,with  this  45  .Play-confounding  Argument, 
45.  * from  which  there  isnoevalion. 

Thofe  things  which  without  lincere  repentance 
bring  etcrnall  deltru&ion  and  damnation  on  mens 
ioules  and  bodies,  muff  needs  be  iinfiiil,  abomina- 
ble, and  eternally  execrable  unto  Chriftians. 

But  this  doe  Scage-playes;  as  all  the  premifes  teftifie. 

Therefore  they  mult  needs  be  hnfuii, abominable, and 
1 Rom.6.i$.  eternally  execrable  unto  Chrilhans. 

loh.i  3 18.  Damnation, 1 as  it  is  a fruit  of  finne,  lo  it  is  that  which 

^ThV%*6*  every  mari  fhould  labour  co  avoyd, though  it  were  with 
Matth.Ic’^x*  the  his  very  deareft  members, much  more  of  his 

41,45’  .’  ’ unprofitable  and  finfull  pleafures,  ^ which  alwayes  end  tn 

griefe.  Our  Saviour  Chrift  himfelfe  hath  given  us  this 
Rev.  1 8.6,7.  advice,  1 that  if  our  right  hand , or  our  right  eye  offend  us, 
L uTe  *6  * 2,3 1 * we- P70^  CHt  °jft^e  one, and  plucke  out  the  other:  for  it  is  pro - 
o”j nunc*ma-  fitable  for  hs,  that  one  of  our  members  jhould  perifh,  rather 
lc^ fe  m volup.  then  that  oar  whole  bodies  and  foules Jhould  be  cafl  into  Hell; 
tatibus  dilaut,  where  the  wormedyeth  not , and  the  fire  is  not  cjuenched : If 
eum  poft  in  a man  to  avoyd  damnation  muff  thus  offer  * violence  to, 
coan  ullat*na  eVen  ™dignation  cut  off,  pull  out , and  cafl  away, 
Qui  Sic  in  vo-  his  right  hand,  his  right  eye , the  uie fulled,  the  profita- 
lup.ate  laetatus  bleft,  the  deareft,  bed-  beloved  of  all  his  other  mem- 
per  pc-  bers;  fhould  he  not  much  more  abandon,  abominate 
tua  oliicne  lae-  theie  unprofitable,  expenfive,  and  pernicious  Stage- 
/ piayes,thatfohe  might  el  cape  it?  Alas,  who  would 
.4^  he fodefperately prcdigall of hisowne lalvation ; who 
iMacch.5.29,  would  fo  vilifie/oundervalue  Heaven,  or  his  owne  im- 
30.  cap  18.8.  mortall  Soule,  (™  the  Ioffe  of  which  cannot  berecompenced 
Mark. 5.47 .4s  Wlth  the  gaine  of allthe  world,)  as  to  let  to  hazard,to  for- 
Ilom  17  in’  feitthem  for  a Stage-play?  and  yet  how  many  thou- 

Matth.  & Opus  imperfeftutn  in  Mjtch.  Homil.  iz.  * Mortem  morte  diflolvere, 
occifione  occiiionem  difpargere,  tormentis  tormenta  difeutere,  fupplicijs  fupplicu 
evaporare,  vitam  aircrendo  coaferre  5 carnem  laedendo  juvare,  ammam  eripiendo 
fhrvare  ; perverfitas  quam  putas  ratio  eft, quod  faeviuam  exifl$raas  gratia  eft.  fcrrorem 
opens  fruftus  excufat.  Tertul^dverfieiGiiofiicos.Tom,!,  ^.42^.41^  « Ifclacch.itf, 
26.  See  Chryfoftom.Hom.f  5.  in  Matth. 
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lands  daily  doc  it?  O that  fuch  men  would  confider  but 
3 while,  n what  damnation,  what  eternall,  eternall  dam-  11  See  Gregor* 
nation,accompanied°  with  the  evcrlafiwgwrath  andven-  Mag,  Moral* 
geance  of an  Almighty provoked  P Jinne-revcngingCjod,u  l ^ 

'this certainely  would  caule  them,  as  it  ihouid  caufe  i Dn  7w!' 
usalljforevertodetdlthefe  fugered  loppes  of  Satan,  Matth.’iS.V. 
which  without  fincere  repentance  prove  nought  eife  cap.  15.41,46. 
but  ercrnali^  bitterneffe  both  to  foule  and  body.  trDam-  M.uk*  9.48. 
nation  is  in  truth  the  onelj  argument  to  roufe  voluptuous  and 
fecureperfons,  who  lie  rotting  in  the  dregges  of  finfull  pj/wYj  n*4 
pleafurts:  Othat  the  terror,  and  alarum  of  it  would  Exod.  54.7. 
how  at  lad  awaken  thofe  miferable  graceleflfe  Play-  Nahum.1.3. 
poets,  Adors,  Play-haunters*  who  lie  deeping  in  the  qProv  f 4* 
very  brinke  of  Hell*  without  any.fufpition  or  feare  of  ^ l6 
danger ; that  lb  it  might  caufe  them  with  care  aid  DLljcia 
conlcience  perpetually  to  divorce  themfelvcs  from  bifem  venunt, 
Stage-playes;  which  as  { thej  had  their  ortginall  begin-  &c 
ving, growth, and progrejfe  from  the  *Z) evilly  lo  they  c al-  rMark.  1^16. 
wajeshave  their  end  in  Hell,  damnation,  and  eternall  tor-  pY^eide^* 
orients  with  the  Devill,  unlcfle  Gods  infinite  mercy, and  ^ henna  jugi- 
mens  true  repentance  interpofe*  A diffident  motive  to  temudiamus, 
withdraw  all  men, all  Chriftians  from  them  : and  with  ut  exhuius 
that  holy  Father  Saint sAugufttne  in  his  mod  pious  Con-  minis  & 
feffions  ( where  he  * oft  bewailes  with  teares  his  runninq  un - ie  Tu  cum  e~ 
to  Stagc-pUyes  before  his  true  converfon j jor  ever  to  re - , jafnus  Nam  ■ 
flounce  them.  Dens  pcccnn- 

tes  in  -earn  de- 

jefturus  hujns  minas  nonpraemifTdet,  in  earn  multi  cectdiflont.  Si  nunc  cnim  rimo- 
re  nnimas  aoftras  concutiente  flint  aliqui  tam  facile  pcccantes,  tanquam  nec  lpfi  lit  : 
fi  nihil  horum  diftuvn  fuiifet,  neqne  mtenratum  quid  mail  non  feciifemus  ? tbnfi  fip 
Ad  Pop.  Antioch  Horn.  5$ . TfltfJ.5  CoI.^iK.a  f See  Aft  1.  a.  81  Chorus.  * Iob*i.- 
11, 1 1,13.  Ifay  5.11,1  i,i Iam  5 .1,5.  Rev,  1 8.7.  Chryfoft.  7.  in  Matthc. 

*Confe{Tionum.lib'.  J.C.I.1.&  i4.1.,4.c,i  .i,I.5.c.7.8  , 


cho%vs . 

YOu  have  feene  now  Chriftian  Readers,  the  feverall 
bitter  fruits,  and  pernicious  effects  of  St  age- pi  ayes,. 
* moft't 


Fol 


Part.i. 
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moft  copioufly  anatomized  in  the  precedent  Aft  : and 
M Match  7 .\6,  certainely  uif  ever  any  tree  were  discovered  to  be  ev ill 
1 by  its evill fruits, then  Stage-playes,  (whofe  variety  of 
evill  produfts  furmounts  all  others)  mull  be  as  bad,  if 
riot  farre  worfe,  then  any.  The  fruits  of  Stage-playes 
(as  is  evident  by  the  premifes)  are  bad  in  rdpeft  of 
God,  whom  they  fnndry  wayes  dilhonour : bad,  in  re- 
gard of  Church  and  State,  whom  they  exceedingly  pre- 

* Sec  .Aft  C judiceand  corrupt ; * bad  in  regard  of  the  Compofers , 

thardwout.  <iAttors , Spectators,  and  upholders  of  them,  whole  linnes 

they  multiply,  whole  manners  they  corrupt,  whofe 
time  they  waft,  whofe  mindes  they  effeminate  and  de- 
prave, whole  hearts  they  harden,  whole  foules  they 
contaminatei  whofe  repentance  they  anticipate  or  de« 
ferre,  whofe  lulls  they  fofter,  whofe  damnation  they 
haften,  whofe  everlafting  torments  they  accumulate, 
and  without  repentance  really  procure.  As  therefore 
we  tender  the  honour,  love,  and  worlhip  of  our  graci- 
ous God;  the  happinefte,  the  welfare  of  our  Church 
and  State,  the  purity,  tranqniiitv>faIvation  of  our  ownd 
poore  fouIes5of  the  louies  of  our  brethren, our  pofterity, 
which  fucceede  us  • Let  us  henceforth  paffe  an  irrepea- 
iabie  fentence  of  condemnation  againft  all  popular 
Stage-playes,  and  bid  an  everlafting  farewell  to  them ; 

* Citias  ad  *-  that  fo  wee  may  avoyd  thefe  fever  all  cur  fed  fruits,  and 
Prccem  Juyex  dangerous  coniequences  which  they  alwayes  conftant- 
fieftitur,  ti  .1  |„  produce,  together  with  all  thefe  imminent  plagues 
pet i tor  com-  and  judgements  which  now  without  your  Ipeedy  re- 
gatur.  Immi-  pentance  they  are  likely  to  pull  downe  on  us,  both  to 
nence  ergo  our  temporal!  and  eternall  ruine. 

nnts  animad- 

verGqnisgladio  nos  impommis  fleftibu*  infiftamus.«  Qui  fimul  omnespeccavimus, 
fimul  omnes  mala  quas  fecimusjdeplorcmus ; utdiftrifhis  ludex  dum  culpas  noftras 
ros  punire  conflderat,  ipfe  a fententia?  propofitas  damnations  parcat,  Greg.  Magnus. 
Eyijl  ex  RcgiftroM.i  lndift.6.fol.ifx.C-D. 
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A c t vs  7.  Scena  Prim  a. 

*wr  *ir  Aving  thus  at  large  related  the  various  u 
B— ■ M grounds  and  reafons  of  the  unlawfulnefle  of  TJie  Canoni- 
A JL  Stage-play es  in  fuch  a peripicuous  manner,  ^haU  ScrT- 
" as  1 hope  will  fatiffie  the  judgement  the  con-  tm-e  condemns 
fcience  of  every  impartiall  Reader ; I come  now  to  a Stage-playes. 
particular  Jummary  enumeration  of  thole  Authorities,  (<*)See  Aft  i,* 
that  concurre  together  with  me  in  condemning  Playes  *• 
and  Enterludes,  which  I (hall  marlhall  into  feven  di-  Scene 
ftind:  Squadrons.  I)Z] 

The  firft  Squadron  confifts  of  fuch  texts  of  holy  ( j See  Ad. 
Scripture,  as  are  produced  by  the  Fathers  and  latter  x»  $• 
Writers  againft  Stage-playes : fome  of  them  oppug-  ^hcrc  tlief*c 
ning  them  in  one  kinde,  fome  in  another.  Ir  we  furvey  quotCa  and 
the  originall  Authours,  Patriots,  Frequenters,  Adorsj  applied  at' 
together  with  the  primary  ufe  of  thefe  theatricall  En-  large, 
terludes;  (a)  which  were  atfirfi  invented , alhedy  fofiered,  (0  lJlane  mif- 
ftecfnentedby  Divel-Idolsy  Pagans  y Idolater s9  lafciviopu 
dijfolute  gracelejfe  perfons ; and  devoted  wholly  to  Ido - poWbltmnla 
latry  , Idols , cDivels , and  the  lufls  of  car  nail  wicked  facris  Scriptu- 
wor Idly  men : wee  fhall  linde  thefe  feverall  Scriptures  ns;noninCir« 
that  oppugne them. condemne  them  : viz. Levtt:  18.30.  5ui^bis»  noa 
W-7.  2,3,4,1^25,25.  c.-  .2.3,29,30  r,zo., 5,. 7, 

18.  lofi:  7.12.  c:  I X . 1 2.  Itidges  2. 2.  Tfumb:i  dum  non  oc- 

16.4.  Ier:  10  1,2, 3.  cs4tts  l $.10*19. Rom:  ll.l.  c:  13.  cides>nonmx* 
1 2,i  3,14.  i CQr'  8-1.  to  I I.  c: 1 0.7,  20,2 r.  2 Cor:6.\ati  chaberis,  atta- 
lS,i6.Ep/uf:z.z,l. c.4.17.  to  25.^5.3,4,11.  Qot-  2,8,  ^ibemur' 

20.21.22.  Tittu  2.1 3,14. <7.3. 3.  1 Pet: 4.2, 3. & 1.14,15,  jnpr:l.v.,,&c 
18.  Iam:  1.21,26,27.  r.4.7, 8,9,10. ^5.1,5.  2 Pet:2.y}  nam fpccialite* 

8.10.15.14.19.20.22.  I Ioh:l.i$yl<5>c:iM.C:5>2lJude  quxdam  pro- 
4.7,8,  I 2, 1 5, 1 6,  1 8,2  3 ♦ Rev : 1 .20. c:  21.  %,lj}c:  2 2. 1 1 .1  $. 

Ail  which, though  they  condemne  not  Stage-playes  in  p ^Sfe&Aculk' 
precife  tearmes  , (c)  ( which  no  Canonic  all  Scripture  /#.  3>  4. 

A a a a doth*)  Me  Mm, 


5 46 


Hiftrio-Mafiix. 


Part.  i. 


(d)SeeTertul.  doth:  ) yet  they  pofitively  prohibit  and  cenfure  them 
de  Spedac  c 3.  under  the  names , of  Idolatry  : things  confecrated  unto 
to  a Cyprian  j^0is  . f(je  fop  and  'Table  of  Hivels  : the  monuments  , 
PCc. ' tL  _ reliques y ceremonies , cufiomes, rites  delights  yof  Idols  and 


lib.  Chryfoft. 
H 6,7,38,^ 
Matth. 
With  the  mo* 
derne  Writers, 
A<9m,M*3c 
AdASccne  f. 


Idolaters : the  way  and  fashion  of  the  Heathen:  the  will  of 
the  Cjentiles  : the  things y the  courfe , and  cuflome  of  the 
world:  carnall  worldly  luffs  and  pleafures : the  Infs  of 
our  former  ignorance, and  our  vaine  convcrfdtion  received 
by  tradition  from  our  Fathers  : revellings , banquettings ? 

. _ . and  abominable  idolatries  : the  rudiments,  traditions,  or - 

inqunm  om-  dinances  efforts  and  cufomes  of  the  world,  of  worldly  fen - 
ilia  ifta  fpeeta-  fuall  men  ; tkeworkes ,the  wilf  the  lulls  of  the  THveHy 
cuiortim  gene*1  &c%  (d)  under  which  thefe  St  age-play  es  are  as  really , 
rs.  damnavit , ^ abfolutely  comprifed  as  any  part  is  under  the  whole 
Utriam  Mulit  or  any  Species  under  its  proper  Cjenus . Hence  Saint 
ludomm  om  * Cyprian  peremptorily  concludes,  ( e ) That  the  Scrip- 
ture hath  everlaftingly  condemned  all  forts  of  Spectacles 
and  Stage-play  es}  even  then  when  it  tooke  away  Idolatry 
the  ^Mother  of  all  playes  from  whence  all  theje  moafters 
of  vanity  of  lew  dnefe  have  proceeded.  Which  afTerti  on  of 
his  is  feconded  by  (f)  Tertullian,  (g)  LaRantiu;  (h) 
’{Ida*  is  libtEdiu  Cyrill  of  Ierufilem,  (i)  (fhryfoftome , ( k^)  r.sdugufttney 
Tamely  Coloni a p/j  Salvian } with  (m)  others  of  ancient  and  moderne 
times,  who  doome all  Stage-playes  from  thefe  very 
ibid*  Scriptures.  If  wee  confider  the  nature  , the  maerialls, 

(/)Dc  Spcfta-  the  circumliances,  the  concomitants , the  cffedls.,  the 
cubs  hb_c.?,to  fruites  and  ends  of  Stage-playes>together  with  the  man- 
mil'itis  hb^^c  ner)t^£  circumftances  of  theirAdHon?  the  quality  of 
de Idololatria  ^he  perfons  thar  acl,  or  elfe  frequent  them  : all  which  I 
lib  ♦ have  at  large  difplayed  in  the  ( n )foregoing  Afts:(  where 

(5)  Dc  Vcro  (0)  their  oh fc entity,  vanity , effeminacy , lafcivioufnejfe, 
Cultu  l.o#c  20  • prodigality  yand lewd  pernicious  confequences  are  laid  open 
Wyftaoogica  1!  t0  •* ) wee  fhall  foone  difeover,  that  not  onely 

0)  Horn.  6,7,5  & 69  m Matth  Horn,  1 5,11,8c  62,  ad  Pop:  Antiochian  ScHom. 

3 de  Pcrnitcntia.  ( 4J  De  Civit.Uei,U,c.  ?,to  8,19.  De  Symbol©  adCate- 
ftjumenos,  l.a,c,  1,  i £c1.4,c.t.  (1)  De  Gubcrnatione  Dei  lib,6.  (w)^ee  Ad.i, 

& Choms.  («)  See  Ad*  1,2, $,4, 5,6,  throughout.  (0)  See  Ad.  £,f,and  6. 

the 


mum  matremj 
unde  h«c  va- 
nitntis  et  lcvi- 
tatismonflra 
venerunt,  Cyz 
frian-  VcSpe 
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Downham, 
Brinfly,Lake, 
WilliamSjBp. 
Andrewes  and 
others, quoted 

Ad,6,  Scene  3, 


thefeventh  commandement , (a S (p)  mofl  modernc  Expo - (p)Bpdhbing- 
fitors  of  it  witnefte;)  but  even,  Exod>  3 2. 6.19. c.  23.1 3.  *on.5  Ptrkins» 
Deutr,  22.  5.  /<?/&.  23.  7.  21.11,12,13.  jS^umb . 15. 

39. Tfal,  16.4.  TV*/.  10 1. 3.  to  the  end.  Pfal.i.i.^Pfal, 

2q.  3^4.  7/^y  3.  16.17.  5.12.  33.  j 16  cvzp. 

55»2 }7<cap.  58.3.  Hofea  1 17.  Ecclefiajtes  2.  l.cap.j. 
q35,6.c.  1 1.9.  Prov.i  2.1 1.  r.  f 4.9  c.21.1  7.  tAmos  6. 1. 
to  x i.  Zscb.  13.2.  (. Jltattb,  1 2.36  37.  Rom.  13.12  13^  4 
14.  I CV.5.7,to  i 2.  c.  6.8,9.  1 6.  to  $6.  Ephef.  [q  Similiter 

2.2,3  4.  f.4.  29^31  c.5.  i.to  18.  Luke  1. 74  75.  2 CV.  impudicitiam 

12.  «.  Vhu.  3.17 .«8,I9,»o. 

1 Thtf.5.\iMt$.iThef,7.6,n  14.  I r^.4.7.  c.jA  hocet;an,  ^ 

2 T/w.3  4«  Hebr  11.25.  1 Pet.  1. 13  .,14, 18  C.2.II12.  do  a lheatro 
Gal.  6.  8.14.  i lob,  2. 5,15,16, 17  : with  infinite  other  feperamur, 

Sci  iptures,  condenr  e all  Stage-playes  in  regard  of  their  ^oc* P^f 
fubjedl  matter  circumft  mces , fruites  and  manner  of  ftoriralmpus 
Action.  &c.  as  i have  more  particularly  demonftrated  dicitke,  6c  c. 
in  the  precedent  Scenes.  Hence  Tertullian  pofitively  Habes  igitur 
informes  us,  ( q ) That  the  Scripture  hath  interdicted  all  et  * hentri  in- 
PI  ayes  and  interludes  under  the  prohibitions  of  lewdnefe  t^idionem 
an  U civieiij  nejje  : and  that  (r)  thofe  texts  of  S enpture  OHe  jmnUdkb 
'which  conlemne  all  worldly  con^upifcence , all  idle  words y tise.  DeSpeBac, 
all  (currility  allfoolifh  filthy  talking  and  jetting:  all  (tan-  lit. cap.  1 7 
ding  in  the  way  of  (inner  s>  and  fitting  in  the  feate  of  the 
fiornefull : (t ) together  with  hypocrifie  anddiffimulation* 
the  making  of  any  Idolt  image  or  likeneffe  5 and  (v  ) the 


(r)  DeSpeda- 
culislib.cap.  3, 
1,M  .*7j&23. 
( p See  here, 
A d U Scene  ?, 

p.i£o 

(vjSee  Ad.  f. 


putting  on  of  womens  apparell  by  men : doe  exprefiy  in- 
hibit and condemne  both  VI ayes  themf elves  yefort  to  Play- 
hou  fes}  and  the  very  attintr  and  beholding  of  all  theatri - » ? 

call  Enterludes.Pt  we  perufe  (x)  St  .Hilary  ? t.Ambrofe ? ^xTl/t'heir  E- 
Chryfojtome . Cyril  of  Ierufilem  St  tSfuguftine,  and  0-  narrations  and 
thers , weefhall  findethem  encountring  Stage-playes  Commentaries 
with  that  of  Pfalme  t 1 9.  Turne  away  mine  eyes  onPial  118. 

from  beholding  vanity,  and  quicken  me  in  thy  word.  If  Vidus 

We  refie^on  ( y)  Clemens  ^ l c xandrinus ,Lattantius,  ^eruloh  Ca- 
techefisMyilagogica  i*5ee  Ad  3,Scene 7^.128,129.  (j?)See  Ad  6, Scene 
where  their  words  are  quoted  ■ 6c  Ad  7,Scene 

A a a a 2 


jhfaz,ianz>en. 
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^ Lcdio.77.‘m 
Proverb.  Salo* 
Bionis. 
tfLedio  172. 
in  Lib.Sapicn^ 
tiar. 


% SeeRabanus 
Maurus&  Ly- 
ra on  this 
chapter;  and 
lofephus  An- 
liqu.  Iudaso- 
ruml.12. 

€ Seelcr.  44, 

Which  was 
prohibited  ex- 
pretlyjbyDcur. 

eonacmnedaby 
a Kings  1 7. 1 
to  2o.iChron. 
3?.2.& 36.14. 
Pfal.  to 6, 5^. 
Ier.ic.2.  Ezcfc. 

2I.I2.C.2  gO, 
?i.c.2f.8. 

* Seelikcv*  i fe 
the  2.  of  Mac= 

cabecs3c.6.v.73 

d Antiq.Iudse* 
«mra  1. x ioC.f. 


Tfazianzen,  Bafil , Hieromy  Salvian  (z,)  Thorns  Gua- 
l e fins y Cjualthery  Petrarcha}  (a)  Holkot , Bi/hop  Babing- 
tony  'Ji/Tr,  TforthbrookefDr.  Reinolds yLMr. Stubs y and 
all  the  reft  which  I have  formerly  quoted  in  the  1,2,3, 
4 and  5 Scenes  of  the  foregoing  zAtt ; we  fhall  fee  them 
battering  downe  Playes  and  Play-houfes  , with  the  fe - 
venth commandement : Ephef 5,3,4.  Deutr.il .5.  Prov . 
14.9.  c.21.17.  Ecclefl. 2.  c.y. 3,4,5.  /?0?w.i3. 13, 14,15. 

I T&<?/7  5.  22.  1 Ieh.  2«  14, 1 5 : and  all  the  forequoted 
Scriptures  : which  (if all  their  judgements  may  be  cre- 
dited) doe  either  dirc&ly , or  by  way  of  conlequence, 
conclude  all  Stage-playes  to  be  (infull,  yea  utterly  un- 
lawful! unto  Chriftians.  If  we  adde  Apochryphall  Scrip- 
tures unto  thefe  Canonically  we  (hall  finde  fuch  expreffe 
authoride  againft  Stage-playes , as  muft  needes  put  all 
their  Patriots,  their  A&ors  and  Spectators  to  eternall 
filence-.Por  in  the  ( b)firfi  B ooke  of  the  Maccabees  c.  1 .7/. 

I I > 1 2, 1 3 , 1 4:  we  reade  thus  : That  in  the  dayes  of  Anti- 
och us  Spiphanes  there  went  out  of  I frae  l wicked  men , who 
per/waded  many , faying ; Let  hs  goe  and  make  a covenant 
with  the  Heathen  that  are  round  about  us , for  (c)  fince 
we  departed  from  them  we  have  had  much for  row  : fo  this 
device  pleafed  them  well.  T hen  certame  of  the  people  were 
fo  forward  therein j that  they  went  to  the  King , who  gave 
them  licence  to  doe  after  the(f)ordinances  of  the  Heathen; 
fVhereupon  they  built  a place  of  exercife  at  Ierufdlem ? ac- 
cording to  the  cuflomes  of  the  Heathen , and  made  them - 
felves  nncircumcifcdy  andforfooke  the  holy  covenant , and 
joyned  themfelves  to  the  Heathen  , and  were  folde  to  doe 
mifehtefe . Which  ftorie  is  thus  further  * amplified,  and 
more  particularly  related  in  the  2.  of  the  Maccabetsjap. 
4.  ^.7.  to  18.  Where  we  reade;  That  Iefus , who  filed 
himfelfe  Iafon  , and  fy maniacally  purchafed  the  High- 
pried  hood  of  Antiochus  Spiphanes  jromifed  to  affigne  this 
wicked  King  1 50  talents  of  fiver  if  he  might  haue  licence 
to  fet  him  up  a place  of  Exercife , (d)  lofephus  ftiles  it , 

yuptvcLcrttVi  and  the  Latinetranflationsrenderit  Cjymna- 

fiurn^ 
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fttm,  which  as  (e)  Calcpiney  Holioke,  and  before  them  e in  their  Di= 
both  (f)Ifiedor  Hilpalenfisy  witneffejfignifieth,  a pub-  &«onanes, 
hke  place,  where  wMng  ^eftfilfg  turning  dancing, 
throwing  of  the  fione^  and  all  kindc  of  (g)  l layes  and  cn - ar<^ 
terludes  were  f ratified : ) for  the  training  up  of  the  lew-  f Originum  I. 
ifh youth  in  thefafhions  of  the  Heathen , Which  when  the  * ?>c.  itf.to  15. 
King  had  granted y and  hee  had  gotten  into  hit  hand  the  tf.cap.  2. 
rule  y he  forthwith  brought  his  owne  Tsfation  to  the  Gree - ^o^.’ 
hifh  fafhton : and  putting  downe  the  governments  that  j.  2.c.<?5,66. 
were  according  to  the  Law  y hee  brought  up  new  cuflomes  Cyprian  de 
Againfi  the  Law : Tor  hee  built  gladly  a place  of  Exer-  Speftaeulislib. 
cife  (in  (h)  nature  of  a Theatre , where  VI ayes  and  (ports  Chryfoft.Hmn. 
were  aided)  under  the  Tower  it  felfe ; and  brought  the 
young  men  under  his  fiubjetiion . l^jwfuch  was  the  height  Horr.  1 5, 1 7, 
of  Cjreehe  fafbions  and  increafe  of  heathenifh  manners  18,19,21,62. 
through  the  exceeding  prof aneffe  of  lefts  y that  ungodly  ad  Pop.Antio* 
wretch  ; that  the  Prietis  had  no  more  courage  to  ferve  j}lx  .?,cc0rs 
Anymore  at  the  Altar  f but  deffifing  the  Temple  y and  /,Secc  andf 
ne yielding  the  fieri  fees  y haftnedto  be  partakers  of  the  before, 
unlawful  allowance  in  the  place  of  Sxercfie  y after  the  * Seelfiodor. 
game  of  Di feus  called  them  forth:  ( i)  (which  one  kinde  of  Hilpalenfis  O- 
Sxercife  is  put  for  all  the  Cjracian  P layes  and  Taftimes) 
not  fetting  up  the  honours  of  their  Lathers y but  liking  the  Cxliuz  Rhodi- 
glory  of  the  Grecians  (who  * were  much'devoted  unto  ginus  Antiq* 
Stage-play  es)  befi  of  all . By  reafon  whereof  fore  cala - Le&ionum  1. 
mitie  came  upon  them  5 for  they  had  them  to  be  their  ene-  * ^|ex~ 

mies  and  avengers  y whofe  cuflomes  they  followed  fo  ear - an{jro  ^ ^ c" 
neftly  ? and  unto  whom  they  defined  to  be  like  in  all  things:  21.  Adrianus 
for  it  is  not  a light  thing  to  doe  wickedly  againfi  the  Law  Turnebus  Ad* 
of  God:  Which  Apochryphallpaflage,  (k)  theTapifls  vcrfarionim  1. 
allowingtobe  Canonic  all  Scripture  y and  (7)  Trot  eft  ants  ^’sec  Plutarch 

De  Gloria  Athenienfium.  Cyprian  de  Spe&aculis.  Tatianus  Oratio  adverfus  Grse- 
co*.  Auguft. De Civit.Deilib.2.cap.io,u,i ^14.^; Iib.4.cap.i?.  /^Sixtus  Senenfis 
Bibl.Sand.  I.  i.p.2  2.  to  34.  Andradius  de  LibrisCanonicislib.  3.  / Dr,  Remolds* 
Whitaker,  Da naeus,  Willet  and  others,  De  Libris  Apochryphis  et  Canone  Scripts 
Controverfiae.  Bp.  Mortons  Proteftants  Appealclib.  3.  cap.  2.  Dr.  Field  Of  the 
Church,  Booke  4.  cap.  22,  23,  24. 
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m See  Ad.  i.  approving  to  be  an  undoubted  ftorie,  though  not  canonic  all 
Scrne  z.p.  • 7.  Text  y infallibly  afures  us  ; Firffc,  that  thefe  Playes  and 
Horace  dc  Arte  J£nteriUdcs  had  their  original l from  the  Idolatrous  di/fo - 

nyfius  Ha  Hi-  l*te  Pagan  y reeves  ; and  that  they  were  the  exerales, 
cam.Aiuiqu.  ordinances  and  cuifomes  of  the  Heathen.  Secondly, 
Rorr.i.7.fed.  that  they  were  ne  ver  in  ufe  among  the  lewes  tili  this 
1 Mac*  wicked  Iafons  time , (n ) who  is  the  firfi  wee  reade  of 
nSzc  foVephus  t^iac  erc^e<^  a Theatre  or  place  of  exercife  for  thefe  and 
Anti q it.  ! rid x-  fach  like  paitimes  in  Ierufilem, about  174  yeares  before 
orum  lib.  12.  our  Saviours  Nativitie;  where  (0)  Herod  hkewife  fet 
cnp.£.  up  a Theatre  and  Amphitheatre  for  flage-playesfword- 

© Iofephu^n.  piajes  ^ cirque-play es , and  fuch  other  Roman Jportsy  about 
Ti?m  Li  c.c^ti  fome  2 5 Jeares  before  our  Saviours  birth ; till  which  ti  ,.es 
See  cap.  1 Itwes  were  utterly  unacquainted  with  thefe  heat  hem  fh 

lib.i<\cap. ..  Jpcttacles . Thirdly,  that  thole  who  brought  in  thefe 
f 1 Mac.i.ir,  Playe.5  among  the  ewes  , were  ( f)  deff  crate  wicked 
IT*  men,  who  made  themfelves  uncircumcifed , forfooke  the 

ivlac.  4.  8.  fj0[y  covenant )£indjoyned  themjelves  to  the  Hcathenjbewg 
jTiMa  * r.i  f,  fit**  t0  doe  mifehiefe . Fourthly,  that  the  (g)  bringing 
&.  1 Mac.4. 1 1,  tn  of  thefe  * Playes  withdrew  the  lewes  from  God , and  font 
14,17.  his  Law,  to  open, yea,  prof effed'Taganifme  and  Idolatry: 

ii  Mac.  4. 1 u Fifthly,  that  thefe  Tlayes  are  (h)  diredly  againfl  the  h& - 
i^Mac*  & 0 h covenant,  and  good  Law  of  God , and  that  thofe  who 
to  64  * 33  ’ praElife  or  approve  them  doe  wickedly  againfl  Gods  Law  4 
/fConftit.Apor  Laftly,  that  (i)  the  introducing  of  Stnge-p lay  es  was  the 
fto!.!.z.c.6*,66  caufe  of  Gods  bringingin  of  fore  calamity  upon  the  lewes y 
Sc  I.8.c.  \ P.  an\  0f  thofe  fiindry  judgements  and  afflictions  which  they 

nuni^CCon°=  fHffere^-  if  we  adde  to  this  the  apocrypha/l(k^ffonflttu- 
ftitutionum  f*ons  °fthe  A poflles recorded  by  Qemens  Romanus ; we 
Apoftolica-  fhall  hnde  them  exprefy  condemning  and  prohibiting 
rumlib.8.cap:  Stuge-playes  , with  all  thofe  Cjr&cian  Enter ludes  which 
3 8.  a pud  Suri*  }a,fon  vitroduced\commanding  all  Christians  to  withdraw 
Tom  ' -m  2c  thcmrelvesfom  them  yea  wholly  to  renounce  them  as  the 
the  I itle  of  very  inventions  andpompes  of  the  Divelnwy  we  fhall  fee 
which  38  (l)  St . Paul  himfelfe , exprefly  excommunicating  and 

chapter  isthis; 

Cdmnes  lrarif  Vault  Ay ofioli,Szz  Scene  3.  towards  the  end. 

cafling 
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caftirtg  out  of  the  Church  , all  Stage -players  y and  Tlay- 
haunters,  whether  male  or  female,  till  they  fhall  utterly 
renounce  their  prof  eft  on,  and  take  their  everlaftmg  fare- 
well of  Stage-playes . It  is  evident  then  by  all  thefc  Ca- 
nonical! and  Apochrypha!  Scriptures. & by  the  Apoftles 
constitutions;  chat  Stage-playes  are  diredly  contrary 
to,  and  condemned  by  the  very  facred  law  and  word 
of  God ; which  adminifters  unto  us  this  46.  Play- 
condemning  argument,  againft  which  there  can  be  no 
averment,  from  which  there  can  be  no  evation. 

That  which  is  fully  and  really  condemned  by  f undry  (a- 
cred  texts  both  of  canonic  all  and  apochryphall 
Scripture  }(m)  muft  certainly  befinfull,  and  al- 
together unlawful!  unto  Chriftians , who  ( n) 
muft  never  allow,  orpra&ife  that  which  the 
very  word  of  God  condemnes. 

Bvt  Stage-playes  are  fully  and  really  condemned  by 
j unary  fdcred  texts  both  of  canonicall  and  apo- 
chryphall Scripture ; as  is  undeniably  evident  by 
the  premifes. 

Therefore  they  muft  certainly  be  finfiill,  and  altoge- 
ther unlawful!  unto  Chriftians : 

Who  if  for  no  other  reafon,  yet  for  this  alone,  fhould 
now  at  laft  [0)  without  more  delay  es  y renounce,  fupprefle 
all  Stage-pkyes.  which  the  facred  Scripture  ( the  very 
(p)  ground  and  objeft  of  our  faith  , the  {p)  very  rule , the 
fquarc  both  of  our  lives  and  thoughts  ) hath  thus  con- 
demned. 


AcTVS  7.  SCENA  SECVNDA. 

THefecond  Squadron  of  Play-oppugning  Authori- 
ties,is  the  venerable  hoary  rcfolution  of  the  whole 
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primitive  Church  both  under  (if  not  before,)  the  Law 
and  Golpell ; which  hath  paflfed  fuch  ail  irrepealablc 
Churchboth  *entence  °f  condemnation  againft  ail  Stage-playes  , 
before  and  un-  Players>  and  Play-haunters , as  no  true  member  of  the 
der  the  Law  holy  Catholicke  Church  (hail  be  ever  able  to  gain&y. 
and  Gofpdl  Tha:  the  whole  Church  of  God  under  the  Law  (con/ifl~ 
Staoe^Ia^  s ^ on^J  °f  I ewes  and  lewtjh  Trofelites ) abominated 

(r^DeutfnX  and  rejected  Stage-playes,  itismoft  apparant  by  thcfe 
c.  1 6.  j g.  pfah  enluing  reafons.  Firft,  becaufe  we  finde  no  mention  at 
M7.  10.  all  of  any  fuch  Playesor  Enterludes  in  any  canonicall 

Scripture,  or  ancient  Iewifh  Authours , noranyinti- 
dseorumTia"  mation thac  the  lewes  approved  them*  Secondly,  be- 
c,6,i, , 5,c,i  1*  cauPe  Stage-playes  (as  (/)  Iofephus,  and  the  (/)  ‘Hookes 
13,  &I.  1 6,  of  CMaccabees  informe  us;  were  moft  diretflly  oppo - 
(tte  both  to  the  Iewijh  lawes , their  government , manners  f 
rites  and  cufomes : F or  firft  the  I ewes  (and  (o  all  Chri- 
ftians ) were  exprefly  enjoyncd  by  Gods  Law , ( v ) to 
make  no  image,  likenefe  or  representation  of  any  Ido  l, nor 
(x)  yet  to  make  mention  of  any  Idols  name . Now  Stage- 
player  were  alwayes  fraught  with  the  pictures , images , 
reprefentations , and  names  of  Pagan  idols , which  the 
( z.)  I ewes  could  never  brooke:  and  thereupon  they  (a)  with - 
1 Ioh.  5.1 1 .See  flood  Herod  when  he  would  have  brought  his  St  age-play  es 
the  Homelies  into  Ierufzlem , becaufe  of  the  images  , vifours  and  pi - 
a*f3  f Id  ^ tended  them . Secondly,  the  [b)  Iewes  were 

(x)Exod  2 1 * commandecL  to  abandon  all  monuments , rites  and  relief  ues 
See  Aft.  3.  * of  Idols  and  Idolatry : all  cuft  omes  fajhions , vanities  ,exer- 
Scene  3.7.77,  cifes  and  paflimes  of  the  Heathen  round  about  them ; 
78.(?)SeeTer-  whofe  wayes  and  cuflomes  they  were  not  for  to  learnc  > 
* riande*^  ^ much  lejfe  to  praffife,  Ifow  (c)  Singe-play  es  were  the 
ftaculis.  Dio-  very  monuments , rites  and  relicyues  of  Idolatry,  of'Pa- 
dorus  S. culns  gan  Divell-Idols : thg  cuftomesfafbions , vanities , ex er- 
Bibl.  Hi  ft. 

hi 93  .Iofephus  Antiqu.Iudaeorum l.i  f.c.r  i.&  Bulengerus  de  Circo,&c.  cap.3  8 . 
(^) SeeExod.t  ^.1,4.0.34.1  '.Lerir.26.30.Deur, 7.?.  2 Kings  10.26,27.  c.ii.i  8.C.18. 
4,0.23.14,24.  2 Chron.^r.i.  c.33.2  1.  c.34.3.  to  8.  (4)  Iofephus  Aatiqu.  ludjeorurri 
Li  f.cir.  (6)  See  Aft:.  1,  Scene  l^.Ier.io.  1,2,3, 8c  the  Scriptures  quoted  pag.  18,19. 
(0  See  Aft.  1,2. 
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cifes  , wayes  and  paflimes  of  the  Heathen  Greekes  and 
Romanes , who  bordered  on  themyandfubdued  them*y  as 
(d)  Iofephus , ( e)  Philo  Iudaus,  the  (/;  Bootes  of  Mac- 
cabees , and  others  witneffc  : therefore  the  Icwifli 
Church  muft  of  neceflitie  condemn  them , never  pradife 
them.  Thirdly  ,becaufe  the  Authour  of  the  (g)  Bookes  of 
Macabees  informes  us -that  wicked  Iafon,and  his  profane 
confederates  were  the  fir  ft  that  brought  in  thefe  Playes 
and  Grecian  Exercifes  among  the  Iewes  , who  never  pra- 
Slifed  them  before  ; which  Playes  though  divers  of  the 
Priefls  and  people  embraced , apofiatiz,tng  wholly  from 
their  religion  and  Gods  wor (hip ; yet  the  Iewijh  Church, 
with  all  thofe  Iewes  who  clave  clofe  to  their  religion  did 
utterly  abandon  and  condemne  them  , as  dir  ell  ly  contrary 
to  the  holy  covenant  and  Law  of  Cjod.  Fourthly,  Iofephus , 
that  famous  Iewifh  Hiftorian  , as  ( h ) hee  condemneth 
Iafonfor  this  fall  of  his  : fo  hee  informes  us  likewife , 
(i)  that  when  as  Herod  would  have  introduced  Stage- 
play  es , Sword-play  es  and  fitch  like  Roman  SpeElacles  in- 
to Ierufalcm  , where  he  had  built  a flately  Theatre  and 
Amphitheatre  for  the  exercife  of  thofe  theatric  all  Enter- 
ludes ; ofpurpofe  ( as  it  feemed)  to  draw  the  Iewes  to  Pa - 
ganifme , and  overturne  their  ancient  difcipline ; to  which 
end  he  likewife  erelled  another  Theatre  at  ( k^)  Cafarea 
Str atonic:  the  whole  Iewijh  Tfation  , and  the  gravefi  wi- 
fief  men  among  them  , were  much  offended  with  it ; and 
thereupon  with  food  thefe  Playes  of  his,  as  (l)  being  con- 
trary to  their  l awes, their  received  difcipline  and  cuftomes ; 
pernicious  to  their  manner  s prejudicial  to  their  Republike , 
oppofte  to  their  Religion  , and  offenfive  to  their  Cjod: 
Which  Playes  when  Herod  refolved  to  bring  in  by  force 
whether  the  Iewes  would  or  no,  there  were  certaine  Iewes 
confederated  together  to  murther  him  in  the  Theatre  it 
felfe,  out  of  the  dete  flat  ion  which  they  bare  to  Playes  , of 
purpofe  to  prevent  thofe  mifchievous  confeejuencies  which 
thefe  Stage-play  es  would  occafon  both  to  their  religion, 
difcipline  i fate,  and  Country  manners  which  they  were 
Tbbb  bound 
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m Antiq.Tudx*  bound  in  honour , yea  in  confcience  to  maintaine,  though  it 
c^Ts  U 8*  herewith  the  hazard  of  their  lives.  Fifthly,  Ehilo^  a 
EcclefiaGica:  very  learned  lew,  who  flourifhed  ill  the  Apoftles  times, 
under  (faius  the  Emperour,  (a  mm  whom  (m  ) Iofephus, 
*De  Scripto-  (*)  Eufebius,  (o)  Hierom,  (p)  zSfuguftine  yznd  (q)  others 
ribus  Ecclcfia.  highlie  mignifie:)  as  he  exprefly  iy)  condemnes  Stage - 
fticislib.  Philo,  playes , as  voluptuous , petulant , nugatory ,vaine  and  hurt - 
full  Paftimes , in  which  many  thou  finds  of  wretched  peo - 
iiitW  P^e  did  mifer  ably  jp  end  their  tim?  ? their  lives, 

q Trithemius , uegleEling  in  the  meane  while  both  the  publike  and  their 
Poflcvine,  6c  owne  private  affaires : So  he  records  withall,  (f)That 
others.  . tJAEofes  thought  it  meetc , that  all  his  Citizens,  following 
turalib O^erl"  the  law  of  nature,  fhould  celebrate  the  feventh  day  ( being 
Bafilcae*  i £5  8 * the  birth-day  of  the  world)  in  reft,  andfeftivall  recreati . 
Torr.T.  y.rj  1 , ons^  laying  afide  all  workes,  all  gainful l callings  and  fe- 
~7*.  & de  In.  cular  imployments , that  fo  they  mi<rht  wholly  apply  them - 
dicelib.Tom.i  felves,  not  to  jports  and  pleafires , (as  fome  doe)  nor  yet  to 
***  Scene  T ridiculous  fights  of  Sta^c-playes  and  dances  3 which 

^ the  unruly  vuhrar  loves  exceffively  , captivating  their 
illc  rnaximus  verJ  foule  by  the  two  chief  eft  fences , Jight  and  hearing, 
Mofes  cequum  which  of  it  felfe  is  free  and  foveraigne  : but  that  they 
cenfuit,  utom.  might  folely  addiEl  themfelves  to  true  phylofophy  , and  to 
?fcnP^.c*  Gods  worfhip  and  fervice.  And  withall  he  cemfieth  us, 
naturae  fequerr.  (0  ^ h^t  the  lewes  in  their  folemne  fiafls  and  meetings  a - 
tes,celebrarent  bandoned  all  drunkenneffe , voluptuoufnejfe , effeminacy 
hunc  diem  and  exceffe ; together  with  all  Sta^e -players  , F idlers  , 
nmndi  nata.  Tumblers,  Iefters , ( which  the  Grecians  ufed  in  their 
ftif*  ° Iidariti  ^e^va^s0  who  did  onely  exhilerate  mens  mindes  with 
tibm  intermi f^fiurrilous  Jports  and  lefts-:  uftng  no  other  mirth  or  mu - 
Fs  laboribus  ficke>but  Pfalmes,and  JJymnes,and  Jpirituall fongs  , where- 
at opificiis 

quaeftuariis,negotiifq  • vi&um  comparantibus,  nblegata  etiam  tantiTper , feu  per  in* 
duciasfblitudincanxiajiitvacarent,  non  ludicris  (ficut  quidamO  ridendifq;  fpe&aou 
li?  miir;orum:)faIratorumque,qiK'e  infanum  vulgus  amatperdite,et  per  prarcipuos  fen- 
fus,  vifum  auditumquecaptivat  animam  fuapteingenio  liberam  ac  dominam  lcd  foli 
ver;r  phiIofoplr.a?,qux  conttat  ex  histribus,  confiliis,  di&i's,fa£lifqucin  unam  fpe* 
ciemcoaptarisjiit  qua?fita  fruantur  faelicitate.  De  Pitcejplofu  Ena) rati*. lib.  $.Tom.ia 
jp*S?j2*  t De  Vita  Contemplativa li'b.Tom.a.pag*  x2o#,to  1 

in 
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in  they  founded  out  Gods  praifies.  All  which  fufficiently 
manifelts,thac  the  whole  Church  of  the  Iewes  condem- 
ned Stage-play es.  Sixthly,  St.  fhryfoftome  in  his  56. 
Homily  upon  Genefis,  dilcouifing  of  the  marriage  of  la- 
cob  to  Labans  daughter  , ( even  long  before  the  Law 
was  given)  informes  as ; (v)  That  the  Saints  ofCjod  in 
thofe  times  had  no  CMufitians } no  diabolic  all  dancing  at 
their  marriages  ; that  they  fent  for  no  P layers  from  the 
Play-houfe  to  their  houfes , to  corrupt  the  chaflity  of  the 
married  Virgin  with  their  unfeafonable  expence , and  to 
make  her  more  impudent  and  incontinent  ever  after:  A cu - 
fiome  too  frequent  in  his  and  our  times  , which  this  godly 
Father  much  condemnes . Seventhly,  Origen^  (who  (x) 
much  inveighes  againfr  Playes , again  fl  "Flayers  and 
Play-haunters , as  the  very  broode  and  bondjlaves  of  the 
Divell,who  have  no  part  at  all  in  (fihrift  or  in  his  fhurch) 
records  : That  Cello fes  tooke  away  all  fuch  things  as  con- 
duced not  to  the  benefit  of  mankfnde  ; embracing  and  che - 
rijhing  thofe  things  onely  which  might  be  vfefull  and  pro- 
fitable unto  all  men : whence  he  permitted  and  inflituted 
no  fuch  Playes  and  gymnic all  Sxercifes  as  the  Gentiles 
nfed,  m which  naked  men  wr  eft  led  together,  or  contended 
with  one  another  on  horfebackgy  or  in  which  women  were 
froftituted  to  the  lufts  of  all  men,  that  fothey  might  de- 
lude nature  by  their  lewdnejfe .But  this  verily  was  princi- 
pally intended  among  the  Iewes  ? that  from  their  very  cra- 
dles they  might  learne  to  tranfeend  all  nature  , to  over - 
come  what  ever  was  fenfible,  and  to  beleeve,that  God  re- 
fidednot  in  any  part  of  fenfible  nature,  whom  they  did  feeke 
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turn  ftatim  ab 
initio  damnum 
inducis  in  do- 
mum  tuam,  cc 
cos  qui  in  fee. 
nfs  et  orchc- 
ftris  operam 
locant,vocas, 
utcum  intern- 
peftivo  famptu 
virginis  Jaedas 
contincntiam, 
et  iuvenem 
impudentio- 
rem  facias5&c. 
Tew *i. Col. 
B.VH.lM. 


xHomil.  1 i.m  Levit,Hom.S.inIfaiam,&  Hom.i.in  H.eremiam  .See  Ad. 6.  Seene  ]. 
S-quidem  Moyfes  ilia  univcrla  fuftulerit  , quae  hominum  generi  nihil  conducerent: 
Sufceperit  vero  duntaxat  et  foment,  quae  utilia  lorent  et  omnibus  profitura;  ita  ut  nee 
certamina  eflfcnt  apud  Iudjeos  hos  inftituta  qualia  apud  Gentiles  , in  qaibus  midi 
homines  decertarent,  vel  exequis  contenderenr,  proftituerecturq-,  omnium  libidini- 
bus  fasmin*,  ur  per  impudicitiam  naturae  illudcrctur.  Sed  illud  profe&oeratapud  Iu- 
daeos  praecipuum,ut  \ el  a tenei isunguibu-  extedere  naturam  omnem,  et  fuperarefen* 
fibilem  difcerent,etnulla  eius  in  parte  reiidcre  Deom  cxiftimare,ur  quern  in  'upernis  et 
«*tra  corpora  conquircbant, 5c : Ort.yn  c ntra  CHJhtn  C.Vtd.lhtd. 
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iporro  beams  enefy  in  *bovey  and  without  all  bodies.  La'Vy  , 

ill*  lob  plenif.  Tetrus  Blefenfis  Archdeacon  of  Bath:,  about  the  ycare 
fimenomen  ct  ofour  Lord,  1 160.  fpeakiug  of  thit  holy  man  lob ; in- 
officium  libe-  fhrmes  US:  (y)  That  he  nourished  no  lyons , be  ares  or  apes ; 

rahtat:s  imp.cj  Stare-players,  no  fingers  of  fables  and  vaine  idle 

bat,  qui  nihil  r ^ir  /■  y 1 9 t „ , - , 

iniulgensebri-  toyes  reported  to  bun  \ that  be  pave  not  himfelfe  to  the 

etati  et  era  pa-  pleafhres  and  vanities  of  this  life , upon  which  many  fpend 
lx,  neefe^uens  their  e flat es  ; bat  that  hee  beftowed  his  revenues  in  the 
bums  vit£  ra-  charitable  relieving  of  the  poore.  All  which  being  laid 
Cogether,is  an  undeniable  proofe;  tharthe  whole  pri- 
torum  paupc-  mitive  Church  and  Saints  of  God  both  before  and  under 
rum  necefiita-  the  Law,  did  utterly  abandon  andcondemne  ail  Stage- 
tibus  impen-  playes.  Players,  and  fuch  other  Spectacles  as  finfoll  and 
,Non  pernicious;  not  giving  the  ieaft  allowance  to  them.  And 
nes^urfo^aut  ihali  we  Chrillians  under  the  Gofpell,  be  worfe  than 
£mins ; non  thele  were  under  the  Law,  and  fo  make  our  (zDcondem- 
confluebant  ad  nation  farre  more  terrible , our  Jinne  more  out  of  me afure 
eum hiftriones , fwfull  l God  forbid . 

That  the  whole  primitive  Church  under  the  Gofpell 
hath  reprobated , abandoned  and  condemned  Stage- 
playes,  is  more  than  evident.  Firlb,  by  the  exprefle  te- 
ftimonie  of  £piphanius,  Bi/hop  of  (fonflans,  in  Cyprus,  a 
learned  ancient  Father:  who  in  his  Compendiary  Summe 
of  the  faith  and  doclrine  of  the  Catholike  and  zsfposlolihe 
humerus  meus  (fhurchfi nformes  us,  in  politive  termes : ( a )Thatthe 
a iun&ura  fua  Catholike  and  zs4po folic  all  (fhurch  doth  reprobate  and 
cadat,  cc  bra.  f orbid all  Theatres,  Stage-play esy  (fir tjue-playes, and fuch 
cidum  meura  like  heathenifh  fpeEbacles  : An  evidence  fo  foil,  fo  preg- 
aveilatur  Tfi  nant^  ^at  we  need  no  other.  Secondly,  by  the  fuftrage 
negatipaupe- 

ribus  quod  vokbantjfioculos  viduae  expceVarc  feci,  &c.  O quam  mc'ioret  per  om* 
nia  commendabiliorcil,T»3:fta,Horieftvi  et  fobria  hacc  liberaliras,  quae  ad  vitam  a?ter* 
nam  fru&ificat,quam  ilia  quae  fubvertiranimarn,ratiouem  hebetat,  corpus  deftruir. 
Sc  aedificatad  gehennam.  Vetrm  hUftnfit F-pifl.S^.  Eib’.Vttr.Tcm.  12. pars  2.  p . 769, 
^ Hebr.2.23j,5c  c.  10.28,29.  a Haec  fancla  Catholica  et  Apoftolica  Ecclefia  reprebat 
omnesfeortariones,  eradulteria,  ctpetulantiam  etidololatriam^etcaedem,  etomaem 
iniquitatern,5cr.Prohibettheatra  et  ludos  equcftre«,Tenati©nem,  muficos  item,  5c c. 
Cotttra  Harefes  L 5.  Ton . 2 . n urt  tbt  end.  Edit.  Lttteti  i P<*rif  1612.  Col,  922, 9;$, 

of 


dulcorarii,  fa 
bularum  aut 
nugarumina* 
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tores,  fed  ex 
pura  libcrali- 
carisconfeiea 
tia,  dicebat 
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otTertullian  , who  in  his  <sApologie  for  the  (fhriftians  b jfcquc  Spc- 
againfe  the  Gentiles)  writes  thus  in  the  name  and  per  foil  ^acu^ls  veftris 
of all  the  primitiveChriftians  ofhis  age  : (b)  Wee  re-  Mntum  rc" 
nounceyour  Spectacles  and  Stage-play  es^as  parre  forth  as  quanturn  orj_ 
roe  rejeSt  their  eriginalls)which  roe  know  to  have  had  their  ginibus  corum, 
conception  from fuperftition . We  have  nothing  at  all  to  doe  quas  feimus  de 
with  the  fur  ie  of  the  £ ircus:with  the  dijhonetty  or  lewdnes  fapcrftitionc 
of  the  Theatre , with  the  cruelty  of  the  zstrena  ; with  the  hTnob^sdidu 
vanity  of  the  Xyfeus  or  Wr  eft  ling  place , wee  come  not  vjfa,  auditu* 
at  all  unto  your  Playes,  Loe  here  a profefled  publike  cum  infania 
Protection  of  all  the  primitive  Chriltians,againft  thefe  Circi,  cum  im- 
Playes  and  Spe&aclcs  which  we  fo  much  admire*  whofe  P^lcl^ 
detection  of  Playes  was  fo  notorioufly  koowne  to  the  y/nitatc 
Pagans,  that  Tertulltan  inhisBooke,  De  Spettaculis , Speftaculis* 
adirmes  : .(c)  That  the  Heathen  Gentiles  did  mo  ft  of  all  non  conveni- 
difeerne  men  to  be  (fhriflians  by  thisy  that  they  abandoned  mus*  Apologia 
andr  enounced  Stage-play  es.  And  fhall  this  which  Was  ^dyerf.Gentts 
the  eminenteft  badge  of  a fhriftian,  heretofore,  be  no-  operHw.Tom.z. 
thing  elfe  but  the  ignominious  brand  ofa  Turitan^ ow?  Vanfiis  i $6^. 
Certainly  its  a ftrong  argument,  that  thofe  whom  the  />.  690,7° 4. 
world  now  brands  for  Puritans , are  in  truth  no  other  c Numqiiid  cr- 
but  the  fmcereft  Chriftians ; and  that  thofe  who  ftile  j^ahni- 
them  fo  ( efpecially  for  condemning  or  renouncing  cjs  refponfum 
Stage-playes)  arc  little  better,  (I  had  almoft  faid  as  bad,  flagitcmus?Uli 
nay  worfe)  than  Pagans : fence  he  manifeftly  denies  him-  nobis  re- 
felfe  to  be  a Chriftianywho  takes  away  this  Jpeciall  marke  nuncl°Jt  3 
by  which  hee  is  koowne  to  be  a ChrifHan  ; as  the  fame  nj^fpedaculo 
TertuHian  there  inferres.  Thirdly,  this  truth  is  evident  Uti  ? Atquin 
by  Theophilus  Patriarke  of  tSfntiochia  about  the  yeare  bine  vel  maxi* 
ofour  Lord  170  : Who  in  the  perfon  of  all  the  Chrifti-  intelljgunt 
ans  of  that  age,  writes  thus  unto  csfutolycus : (d)  Wee  Chri- 

pudiofpeftaculorum.Itaquenegatrnanifeftcqui  per  quod  cognofciturtollit.  VeSpe* 
£l4C.cap\i4.Tom.i.p.<\oo.  d Monomachias  nobis  fpc&aid  interdidtumeft,  nc  videlicet 
parncipcshuiufmodicaedmmreddamur.  Ncccaetcra  fpe&acula  fpc&arc  audemus,nc 
oeulinoftriinquiaentur,etaures  noftrae  hauriant  profana,  quas  ibi  decantanturcar- 
mina.Neque  dam  ThyelLs  tragica  facinora  commemorat  See,  Nec  fas  nobis  eft  au- 
dire  adulteria  Deorumhominumque,quaefuariverborummodulantur  mcrccdc,  &c, 
Theophilus  Antwhcjnu  ad  jiutoheum  /.?  7q,G,H, 
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t Alieno  abhis  are  nil  prohibited  to  beholde  D Hells  , left  wee  flbould  bee 
Spc&aculis  a*  made  partakers  of fuch  murthers , Tfeither  dare  wee be- 
rfbcnaz  or**18*  holde  thofe  other  PI ayes  and  Spectacles  ft  eft  our  eyes  fiould 
pro  cbr*fli*nis  defied, and our  eares  [hould  draw  in  thof  • prcphane  ver- 

legatio ; Bibl.  fes  that  are  there  uttered : neither  dare  wee  fo  much  as  to 
*P  strum. Tow, i.  h ear  e Thy  eft  is  whiles  hee  commemorates  tragicaH  villa* 
f yjj nies,  &c.  Tfeither  is  it  law  full  for  us  to  heare  the  adul- 
pcfi  interim  ac  ter*es  °fthe  Gods  and  men , which  they  modulate  with  a 
folliciti  hone-  facet  eftraine  of  words,  being  allured  unto  it  by  rewards . 
ftis  voluptati-  Farre  be  it,farre  be  it,  Jfay }fr om  (fhriftians , with  whom 
bus  abftinetis,  temperance  and  mode  ft y flour  ijh y and  chaftity  be  ares  (way , 
vifais^^orf  * t^at  Wee  f°  mtiC h ***  think*,  much  left e behold  or  aft 

pompisintere-  Minnies  asthefe , What  fuller,  what  plainer  dc- 
fli?.  MmucjHt  claration  againft  Stage-playes  can  we  defire  than  this  ? 
Felix Otfaviu*  Fourthly 5 zsfthenagoras , the  famous  Chriftian  Philo- 
Oxonue  i6zj.  fopher^  jn  sfyologieor  imbaftie  for  the  Chrittians, 

' * to  Cfy[.<*sfptrelius  Antoninus , and  Aurelius  (ftommodus. 


g Nos  igitur 


qui  monbus  tWo  R oman  imperours , about  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  1 80 ; 

etpudorecen-  writes  thus  inthebehalfe  of  the  Chriftiansofthat  age: 
lcmiir,merjto  (e )vVe  utterly  di/djfeft  and condemne  your gladiator y Spc~ 
mahs  vojup;  a-  ftacles , Play es  and  interludes.  Fifthly,  CMinutius  Fe- 
pompiV  veftris  liXj  that  famous  Chriftian  Lawyer  , who  flouriihed  a- 
et  fpedaculis  hout  2oo  yeares  after  Chrift , in  his  incomparable  Dia- 
abftinemus , logue,ftiled  Oftavius,  in  the  defence  of  the  Chriftians ; 
quorum  et  de  brings  in  ( f)  Calicius  a Pagan, taxing  the  Chriftiansfor 
faensoriginem  tbat they  ref0rted  not  to  Stage-playes , neither  were  they 
noxia  bland  i%  Pr*fat  at  pub  like  ftoewes : to  which  Oftavius,  in  the  be- 
mentadamna-  halfe  ofali  the  Chrift ians  gives  this  reply there- 
mu',  ibidem  p.  fore  who  arc  valued  by  our  manners  and  chaftity  >de[erved- 
fid.  lb  id,  iy  withdraw  our  felves  ftomyour  evill  pleafures , Tlayes 
lib  arjd fpeftacles  ,whofe  origin  all  we  know  to  have  proceeded 

Ed  r.  Erafmi  from  idolatry  ^and  which  we  condemne  as  pernicious  allure - 
Antwerp;#  ments  unto  (inne.  Sixthly,  St,  Cyprian  that  godly  Mar- 
if4’i.  Tom. i.  tyr ftBiJbopof  Carthage  s about  the  yeare  of  our  Lord 
Atf'^Sccne^  2 5°*  inf°rmes  ■ h)  Eucratius  y in  a n ipiflle  purpofely 
cne  ?.  VprtttentQ  htmto  this  end\  that  it  would  not  ftandwith 
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Where  his  words  are  quoted  « large,  & A&.CSccne  3,4. 


the 


Part.  i. 


Hiflrh-Majlix. 


559 


the  LMajefty  of  God,  nor  the  difcipline  of  the  Goff  ell,  that  * Hoc  etiam 
the  chaflity  and  honour  of  the  Church  jhould  be  contami-  pkcufr  3 ut  filii 
xated  with  fo  flthy  a contagion  ,as  to  permit  a Stage-play- 
er , either  to  aft  his  PI  ayes  ? or  to  traine  up  others  for  the  rum,fpe&acu- 
Stage , though  he  had  given  over  aiding  himfelfe.A  preg-  la  fccularia 
nant  evidence,  in  what  tearmes  of oppofition  the  pri-  nonexhibeanta 
mitive  Church  and  Chriflians  flood  with  Stage-play-  "cc  ^ 
ers,  and  their  filthy  Enterludes,  which  they  could  up-  do^uid^ab 
on  no  tearmes  brooke.  Seventhly,  (*)  the  3 . Councell  of  fpeftaculo  et 
(far th age,  about  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  394.  (fan.  11.  omnes  Laici 
which  prohibits  the  fonnes  of  Bifbops  and  (flergie  men  prohtbeantur.  , 
forn  exhibiting  and  beholding,  Stage-playesfiwfomQS  us; 
that  all  Chriflians  had  beene  alwayes  inhibited  fom  re-  omnibus  hoc 
forting  to  fuch  places  where  flayers  and  blaffhemers  interdiftum 
came.  If  all  Chriflians  then  have  ahvayes  beene  pro-  eft,utubiblaf** 
hibited  from  refordng  unto  Staee-playes,  as  this  and-  Phemi 
ent  Councell  afjirmes  • it  is  cerraine,  the  primitive  conaLcanhag. 
Church  and  Chriflians  did  evermore  condemne  them  ••  ^.can.u.apud 
and  can  we  yet  approve,  applaud,  frequent  them  now?  Snriutu  Condi. 
Eighthly,  St.  (fhryfoflome , about  400  yeares  after  ftw.t-M0** 
Chrifl,  in  his  i?.  Homely  to  the  people  of  Antioch-,  and 
in  his  38.  Homely  upon  C Matthew , writes  ••  ( kj  That  c°Jf^’ 
all  the  (fhrifiians  of  Antioch  in  the  time  of  their  feare  and  ged  nuncta- 
danq^er  ft  ad  of  their  owne  accord  pout  up  the  Play-houfe  ccntihusncbis, 
doores , and  flopped  up  all  paffages  to  the  Circus y run-  ct  nihil  de  hoc 
ning  haftily  with  z,eale  and  earneftnejfe  to  the  Church  ^lccnti^is » 
to  praifethe  Lord , in  ft  cad  of  reporting  to  the  Thea - i|ram  obftrux- 
ters  - i l ) which  as  to  us  ? and  all  good  (fhriftians  > erunt,et  Circus 
( in  whofe  perfon  hee  (peaces  ) lie  defolate  and  ruina-  inaccefsibilis 
ted  Ion {r  agoc.  Ninthly  , Saint  ugufine  about  the  ^us  eft.  Et 
yeare  of  our  Lord  410.  records  : That  when  the  ^orum  multi 

ad  il'os  cur- 

febant:  nuncautem  illinc  omnes  ad  Ecclefiam  confugerunt,  et  noftrum  laudant 
Dcum.  Homif.  if  ad  pop.  Antioih.Tom.  ^ .Col.  \ 1 8.C.  l Diruemus  igitur  omnium 
loca  ludorum  ? inquie?.  Vtinam  iamdiruta  eflent,  quamvis  quantum  ad  nos  at- 
tinet,  iampndem  defolata  iacenu  Cbryjopom.  Homii.  38.  in  Mntth.Tow.  2 .Colo 
1 99.  c 

(m)  Goff  ell 
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m Dcindc  quod  ( m)  Golf  ell  was  Jpread  abroad  in  the  world,  Stage-play  es 
dc  farlicitatis  and  P lay-houfes  y the  very  caves  of flthmeffc,  and  prof ef- 

rerum  huma-  rQns  0fwicLec[  perfons , went  to  mine  almofl  tn  every  C \t- 

narum  d/mi-  J J.  J • V • , l ^ •/  t j 

nutionc  per  ty  yas  mconp.jtent  with  it:  whence  the  (f  entiles  complained 
Chriftiana  of  the  times  of  Chrift  Unity , as  evill  and  unhappy  feafons . 

tempora  con-  An  apparant  demonftration , that  the  truth  and  power 
of  Religion,  the  true  Church  and  fervants  of  Chrift 
phorum  \e-°Z  were  as  °PP0^teto  Stage-playes , to  Theatres  in  the 
ganr,ea  repre-  primitive  times,  as  the  (n)  Arke  to  T)agony  ( 0 ) Chrift 
henderuium  to  'Belial : and  {hall  wenow  yoake  them  both  together? 
<]U3e  nunceis  Laftly,  St.Bernard^  about  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  1130. 
ctiam  recufan=  jn{prilfts  us  ; (p  J That  all  thefaithfull  jouldiers  of  lefts s 

jrurantib^11'  C hrifi  *homin**'  *nd  all  dicing  y all  ftnge-plajers, 

fubtrahuntur,  fonth-fiyers  > tellers  of  fables , all  fcurrilous  fongs  and 
tuaivcromag-  fi age-play es y as  vanities 3 and  falfe  frenfies.  2{either  de- 
nim hudem  light  they  in  the  ravenous  [port  of  hanking.  They  cut 
repenent  tem-  ^ • haire  and  wear e it  fhort , knowing  according  to  the 
anorum.  Quid  Apoftle , wat  it  is  a Jhame  for  a man  to  nourijb  his  hatre. 
cnimeisminu-  All  which  concurring  teftimonies  infallibly  cleare  this 
itur  faclicitatis,  undoubted  truth  : That  the  whole  primitive (fhurch  and 
iiifl  quodpef.  all  godly  (fhriflians  that  lived  in  it  y have  unammouflyy 
^abuteban-^'  cortftan^H  *nd  profejfed/y  with  great  eft  detefiation  yabomi- 
tur  in  magnam  natedy  renounced  and  condemned  Stage-play  es.  For  the 
Creatoris  in-  further  manifeftation  of  which  ;I  {hall  defire  you  to  con- 
iuriam  ? Nifi  fider  blit  thefe  particulars  more.  Firft,  that  the  Scrip- 
forte  hinc  fmt  turcs  both  Canonicall  and  Apochryphall, together  with 
^a^CTomncs  ApoftIes,the  Whole  Nation  of  the  Iewes,the  Sainrs 

prcnc  Civitatcs  and  Church  of  God  both  before  and  under  the  Law,re- 
caduntthcatra,  /eded  and  abandoned  S rage  play  es,  as  I have  largely 
cavex  turpitu-  proved  in  the  precedent  Scene : therefore  the  primitive 

dinumet  pub- 
lic* profeflionesflagitioforu  &c  De  Certfnif*  ’Ey  <*n*eh fart*  Kx  *c.  3 ],Tet4parj 
n 1 Sam,  f.  1,3 ,4.  0 2 Cor.6.1 5 p Milites  Chrifti  fcacos  cca'casdcteftantur,  abhorrent 
venationera,  nec  ludricra  ilia  avium  rapina  (uta(Iolft)delc&anmr.Mimos  ct  Magos, 
ct  fabulatorcsjfcurrilefqj  cantilenas, aut  ludorum  fpe&acula,tanquam  vaniracesrt  in* 
fanias  falfas  rcfpuunt  ct  abominantur.  Capillos  tondcnt,(cicntcs  iuxta  Apoftolum,ig- 
nominiam  clfc  viro  6 comam  nutricrir,  Bernard,  ddMfhtes  Tsmph  Serrr.o.  cap.  4.  Qper* 
Ammvpa  x 6 1 6 Co!  8 3 2 ,L,  M . 
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Church  and  Chriftians  under  the  Gofpell, could  not  but  1 Concilium 
cenfure  and  oppugnc  them  too.  Secondly,  the  moft^he 
chiefeft  Fathers  and  Councels  in  the  primitive  Church  iatCnfc  xlcan. 
have  abundantly,  unanimoufly,  profcfledly  condemned  «.and  f.  Arela- 
Srage-piayes,  in  the  higheft  ftraine  of  oppofitioiiias  the  tenfe  2.  Can. 
premifes  and  two  next  enfuing  Scenes  wiil  manifefhthe  »o*Conftanti- 
primitive  Church  and  Chriftians  therefore  did  tindoub-  cTrthaff'incn^ 
tedly  condemne,  re/eft  them;  whofe  judgement  re-  fc<t  cnn.fig. 
maines  upon  record  to  all  pofterity  in  the  laborious  r Clemens  Ro* 
writings  of  thefe  Fathers,  and  in  the  Canons  of  thefe  manus  Con- 
moft  famous  Councels.  Thirdly.the  primitive  Church  fg*cA^ 
under  the  Gofpell,  a sfindry  (ej)  Councels , ( r) Fathers,  t‘uj‘ocPudici- 
and  (f)  others  teftifie,  excommunicated  ad  Stage-players,  tiacap.  7.  Cy- 
all  'Play -haunters  ; thrufting  them  oitt  both  from  the  prian.Epift.hr, 
Church } the  Sacraments,  and  all  Chriftians  fociety  , as  Epift.  10.  Eu- 
voy fome,putredy contagious i unworthy  graceleffe  perfons,  fo^Honf^De 
till  they  had  utterly  abjured  S me  e-play  es  , and  Jfolemnly  DavW^ct  Saule 
protefted  to  returne  unto  them  no  more : this  therefore  is  / Ioannis  Sard1 
infallible.,  that  they  rejetted  Stage-playcs*  Fourthly,//  berienfis  De 
any  Pagan  who  was  a profefed  Stage-f  layer  or  Play - NugisCuria- 
h aunt  er  de  fired  to  turne  Chriftian^  he  was  fir  ft  to  renounce 
his  art  of  Stage-playing  , and  to  abandon  all  refort  to  ftjnftio  *.3c 
Playes , before  hee  could  be  baptifed  or  admitted  into  the  48.5c  de  Cons 
Church , as  the  ( t)  marginall  authorities  fully  evidence:  fecratione  Di- 
This  therefore  is  an  unfallible  evidence , that  the  prinf-  *• 

tive  Church  and  Chriftians  abominated  Stage-playes.  HdesSunmia 
Laftly^  every  Chriftian  that  was  baptised  in  the  primi - Theolo^i, 

par$4.QiKeft. 

1 7. Artie* 2 /e£V.4  .p $ 9 4.Aluarus  Pelagiu*,  de  Plan&u Ecclef.  li  b.i,  Artic.4 9.  Aftexa nus 
dc  Cafibusl.4.  Tit.  7.  Artic.4.  ioannis  dcBurgo  Pupilla  Oculi  pars  4.C.  8.T.  Phocius 
MonpcanonisTit.i  ?*c.i  1 ,22.Surama  Angcb.cn  Hiftric.Toftatusin  IVlatth.Tom.j.rol. 
40.F.Centur.Magd.Torr».7.Ccl.i  ^a.Baronius  6.  Si^ondanus  Anno  Chrifti  ao^.feft  a. 
& 37  life#;  io.Dr.Reino!ds,Mr,Ncrthbrook  fk  Mr.Gofton  in  their  Treaties  againft 
Stage- playcs.Bulengerus  de  Theatro  1. 1 .<*.$  1 . The  7 Blnft  of  Retrait  from  Playes  and 
Theatresp.t  i<hwith  fundry  otheisSee  Ad. 4. Seen.  1 .p.r33,i  34.  t Concil.Eliberinum 
Can.6?,Theodoret Contra  G^x  * Jnfideles  lib.8.De  MnrtyribusTom.?.p.  3 90.  Pri* 
mafius Comment. in Epift.nd  Roviv.io.fo?.5  3.  Antoniwi  Chrcnicon.pars 2.Tir.if,c. 
lo.fed.i  ^.fol.l  3 2.Baronms  5:  Spor.danus  Anmo C hrifti  371.fecf.io.  Codex Thcodo<» 
Cil.t5.Tit,7,Lcx«i.  See  here  A&.6 .Scene  12.  5c  14. 
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zar,  quorum 
voluptates  in 
Speftaculis 
laudat:etcum 
femel  illi  re- 
nuncians,  re- 
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v SecBaronius  tive  Church y did Solemnly  renounce  (v ) all  Stnee-playes  y 
& Spondanuj  dancings  with  fitch  like  (ports  and  jpcElacles  , as  the  very 
IVnno  Chdfti  ' wor^s  pornpes  of  the  Divell } under  which  all  Stage - 

aotf.feft.  2.4.  fbayesy  Spectacles  and  dancing  are  included , as  (flemens 
x Aft.  z.  CI10-  Romanus  yTertullian^  Cyrill  of  Hierufalemy  St.zsFugu- 
rus:pagc 4<?. to  fline 3Chryfoftomey  Salvian y Ifiodor  Htlpalenfes  ,HRaba- 
Vcenc  nf  nHS  *-^auriis  > an^  ot^er  Fathers  exprefly  tefhfie,  in  their 

y Imnudenter  ( x ) for  equated  places:  to  which  I fihall  here  annexe  fome 
in  Ecciefia  dx - other  teftimonies  to  make  the  point  more  piaine  ; that 
Stagc-playes,  and  dancing  are  thofe  very  pompes  of  the 
Divell  y which  Chriftians  in  the  primitive  Church, 
(and  Wee  now  as  well  as  they)  renounce  in  baptifme, 
however  we  moft  perjurioufly  reaflume  them,  againft 
our  facredvowes.  St.  (fyprian  in  his  Booke  T>eSpe - 
Ctaculisfls  moft  pun&uall  to  this  purpofe;  where  thus 
..  he  writes: (7 )He  impudently  exorcifeth  the  Dive l in  the 

matodumpoft  Church  ywhofe  pi  eafires  hee  commends  in  Stage-play es ; 
Chriftum  ad  and  when  as  by  renouncing  him  once  inbapttOne  , all  hit 
Diaboli  Spe-  pompc  and  furniture  it  lopped  off ; whiles  that  after  this 
ftaculum  va-  profeffion  offfhrifi  he  go  eth  to  the  fpeCtacles  of  the  Divel \ 
dit , Chrifto  herenounceth  even  (flhrifi  hintfelfe  as  a rDivell.  W hich 

bolo  remmeiat.  drcadfiill  fentence  , together  with  that  of  ( ) Ifiodor 
7)1  Spefaculu  Hijpalenfis  formerly  quoted:  ( That  he  who  after  b apt  if  me 
iib.Etir.Vamet  agreeth  either  to  aft  or  fee  a Stage-play,  denieth  God,  and 
ty  Co Unia  a-  becomes  a prevaricator  of  the  (flhrifl ian  faith  ; fence  hee 
17 ’t*  again e defer cs  that  which  hee  had  long  fence  renounced  in 

^ Orimnuml.  ^is  baptifme ; to  wit,  the  Divell , his  Pompes  and  JVorkes: 
1 8,c.  4 1.  Sec  which  is  likewife  feconded  by  HRabanus  CMaurus  de 
Aft. <5. Scene  u Vniverfo  /.20.c*.  38)  me  thinkes  fhould  fihake  the  very 
cSidvel  hi  heart  anc^  reines  ofevery  Play-haunter,  and  make  his  ve- 
quimodore-1  rY  foule  to  weepe  even  tearesof  blood.  Iuflinian,  that 
cens  initiati  godly  (fhrifiian  Fmperour , ( a ) Co  die  is  lib. I .Tit.  4.  De 

funtetadoran-  Fpifcopali  csfudientia  Lex  35.  exprefly  informes  us: 
dis  rayftenis  That  Stzi^e-playes,  (firtjve-playes , Dicing,  and  fitch  like 

cantjiit  renuncientadverfiiriidaemonis  cultui  et omnibus  pompis  eius , quarum  non 
minima  pars  Speftacula  iirnt : Corpus  Juris  Chilis . lufdutn  1604.  Tcm.^.fot.  161. 
Vid,  ibidem. 
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Spectacles  are  not  the  leaft  pan  of  that  worjhip , of  tho fie  b Polluere  etia 
pompes  of  the  Divell  which  Chriftians  renounce  in  bap-  fuasmanus,  et 
tifme,  when  they  are  firfi  initiated  and  admitted  to  the  fa-  fi^dar^ariset 
cred  CMyfteriei : whence  he  prohibits  all  (fhrijhans,effie-  prohibits  Iudi* 
dally  all  Clergy  men,  either  to  aid, or  beholde  fkch  Enter - &c  ibidem* 
lades  and  Spectacles  as  thefe , or(b )to  pollute  their  hands , e Vocis  lllius 
their  eyes  and  eares  with  fitch  damned  and  prohibited 
Playes . St.  Chryfioftome,  as  in  fundry  places  before  quo-  faaiTinitiarc- 
ted;  fo  in  his  21.  Homely  to  the  people  of  Antioch,  and  his  ris , emififti: 
69.  Homely  upon  <JMatthewfi\Z  {Hies ft age-pl ayes, cirque-  Abrenuncio  ti- 
play  es  ,and  dancing,  the  Divels  Pompes  and  Lectures:  his  Satan*,  3c 
words  in  the  firlt  of  thefe  places  are  remarkable.  ( c)Re - & ^^i**^* 
member  (faith  hee)  this  Jpeech  which  thou  haft  uttered  Circa  Margari, 
when  as  thou  waft  baptified,  I renounce  thee  Satan , thy  tarum  enint 
Pompes,  and  thy  fervice : fay  alwayes,  1 renounce  thee  cukum  infa- 
Satan.  j^o  thing  will  be  fifer  than  this  jpeech,  if  wee  ex - ™a,e^.  ^^P* 
prejfe  it  by  our  workes.  For  this  jpeech  is  a confederation  nf^caTm  C^I 
with  the  Lord . aAnd  ers  we  when  we  buy  fervants,demand  pift,  t non  ^ 
'cf  them firft,  whether  they  will ferve  us  yea  or  no:  even fo  corpus  vincias, 
doth  (fhrift  ,when  as  he  ought  to  receive  thy  fervice, he  firft  utpauperes 

demands  of  thee,  whether  thou  wilt  firft  forfa^e  that  mer-  ^H^Dic  i"itur 
cileffe  and  cruell  tyrant,  and  then  he  receives  thee  into  co-  continue!&Ab- 
fvenant : for  his  dominion  ts  not  forced.  And  though  hee  rcnuncio  tiki 
hath  redeemed  us  wretched  and  ungrate  full  fervants  with  Satana.  Nihil 
fuch  a price,  the  greatnejfe  whereof  the  reafion  and  minde  kac  tutius  vo^ 
of  man  is  not  able  to  comprehend ; even  with  his  owne  moft  o^^xldb!^ 
precious  blood : (d)  yet  after  all  this  he  exalts  no  witnef-  ^usIh^c  cnim 
fits  nor  writings  from  us,  but  is  contended  with  a word  a-  voxconfkdera* 

tio  cum  Domi- 
no eft.  Etficutnosfervos  ementes,  iplbsqui  venduntar,  primointeiroganaus,  an 
nobis  fervircvelintritafacitetChriftus.  qua.  nde  debet  te  in  fervituterncapere,priitf 
interrogat  an  vclis  ilium  crudelemtyrannumdirnitterej  ct  immitem,  etad  foedera 
fufclpit : nonemm  coaclum  eft  ipfius  imperium,  3c  c.  Hmil,  %\,  ad  Popular  jinti* 
»th.T<m.  Col.  166. C.  p.  d Etpoft  h*c  omnia,  non  teftes  a nobis  , non  chiro- 
grapha  cxigit,  fed  folacontentuseii  /oce  : ct  fid  icascx  cord e,  Abrenuncio  tibi  Sa- 
tana, et  pomp*  tuar,  totum  recepir.  Hoc  igimr  dicamus,  Abrenuncio  tibi  Satana, 
tanquam  in  ilia  die  huius  voeis  rationem  reddituri,  et  ipfam  cuftodiamus,  ut  falvum 
tunc  reddamus  depofitum.  Pompa  vero  Satanica  funt,  theatra,  circcnfes,  etomne 
peccatunijetdierum  obfervatio,  et  prasfagia,etomir*a  3c c .Ibidem  Col.  167. 
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lone  : and  if  thou  faidl  font  thy  heart;  I renounce  thee 
Satan, and  thy  pompe,he  hath  received  all  he  doth  require. 
Let  us  fay  this, l renounce  thee  Satan:  and  let  us  kgepe  this 
promi[e,as  thofe  who  are  to  give  an  account  of  it  at  the  laft 
esianuaevefti-  day , that  we  may  then  reftore  the  pledge  fife.  TVow the 
furus, hoc  prius  Nivels  pompe,  are  theatres,  ft  age-play es,  cirque-play  es , 
loqucreverbu,  coflly  and  gorgeous  apparell,  prafiges,  omens,  and  every 
Abrenuncio  t;.  fane.  To  preferve  thee  therefore  font  thefe  pompes,  and 
bi  Satan*  , et  every  other  finne:  ( e)  when  thou  art  going  out  of  thy  doore , 
coniungof  ti  i Htter  (beech  frft  ; I renounce  thee  Satan,  and  I am 
quam  abfque  united  to  t hee  o Chrijr:  J\ever  goe  thou  abroad  without 
baevoceexeasj  this  fpeech  : this  will  be  a ft apfe,  this  will  be  armour  and 
haec  erit  tibi  an  impregnable  tower  to  theeffo  that  neither  man  nor  Di- 
bacculus,haec  veyy  ^//  ye  ay[e  ta  thee,  when  they  {hall  fee  thee  ap - 

turns inexpug-  ?earing  every  where  furnijhed  with the/e  weapons . St.Au- 
«ibilisj  ficut  gtsftine,  as  in  his  (f)fir  e-all  edged  place,  fo  in  his  fecond 
non  tantum  ISooke  De  Symbolo  ad  Catechumenas , cap.  1.  C ? l.  Re  in- 
homo occur-  formes  us:  ( g ) That  ft  age-play  es,  cirque  -playes,  and 
fitch  like  (pe  Slacles, are  the  pompes  of  the  Divell, which 
te  quicquam  ^od  hath  enjoy  ned  us  to  renounce  : Fite  ft  age-play  es  there - 
\ 3tdere  potcrit,  fire  (faith  he)  d my  beloved, avoid  thefe  mo  ft  filthy  dens  of 
cum  his  te  cer-  the  rf)ivell,  left  thefnares  of  the  wicked  one  holde  you  cap - 
nensarmis  u=  tive%  Alchuvmus,  a famous  Englifh.  Divine, flourishing 
tcT.ib^mCol'.  about  they  eare  of  our  Lord  790.  in  his  8piftle,De  Ca- 
i6yD.i6?.A.‘  remonijs  Baptifmi,  writing  ot  that  renouncing  which  we 
/A£l.?.Chorus  make  in  baptifme  ; wherein  we  renounce  the  Divell  with 
all  his  workes  .and  ail  his  pompes  ; informes  u$:  (h  ) That 
i-{si  tc  P0™f*a  thefe  pompes  of  the  Diveil,  are  vaine  boafting , loiid-foun~ 
cquorum  com-  ^tn&  ^^fickg , in  which  Chrtftian  vigour  is  ofttimss  re- 
pohrio  oma-  mitted  and effeminated  fdthy  S luge -playes,  with  all  fiper- 
uis  etaurigse 

/uperftantis,  cquos  regentis  , vincerc cupientis  <5 <c.  Si  l>ascte,utdixi,  rompa  dele- 
ft, nec  hanc  tibi  denegavir,  qui  pompts  Diaboli  renunciare  praecepit;  habemus  et 
nosfpiritualemnoftram  aurigan  See.  Fugite  dile&iffimi  Speftacula , fugitccaveas 
t-urpiffimasDiaboii  ue  vos  vinculateneant  rmligni.  Uid.T^m.g.pars  1 p.  159  , 1 $94. 
h Noviflime,  et  omnibus  pornpis  eius.  Quae  funt,  inanis  ia&antia,  canora  mufica, 
in  quibusfaepe  folvitur  et  mollitur  CHriftianus  vigor,  fpeftacula  turpia,vel  fuper<- 
^uaetrciiqua.  Ibidem,  Opera  LutetiaPirif.  1617. 
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fluous  things,  (i)  Thomas  IValdenfis , a famous  Popifh  i £>e  Sacra- 
Englifh  Writer,  aflures  us  ithat  the  pompes  of  the  TTwel  mentalibus 
which  we  renounce  in  baptifme,  before  we  are  united  to  the  pwecibus  et 
fabricke  of  the  Church , are  unlawfull  defires, which  defile , 
but  not  adome  the  foule ; as  the  lufis  of  the  fiefh , the  luHs  ^1^49 
of  the  ejCyWith  the  ambition  or  ofientzttion  oftheworldfie - Opeium.Toir. 
longing  to  the  lull  of  the  efes;as  vaine  Stage-play es,foolifh  $.  Venctiis 
pride , and  the  pleafures  of  this  evill  world.  To  thefe  I J571.foI.94* 
might  adde  ( k ) Gulielmw  Pariftenfc , (/)  Alexander  bid.  ft  ft. 

Tabriti-a,  the  [m)  Waldenfes,  (»)  Honoritts  tAngufto-  /[’Quoted  by 
dunenfis , with  * fundry  other  moderne  Authours , who  Alexander  Fa= 
make  Stage-playes , dancing , and  fuch  other  fpettacles , to  britius  De- 
be  the  chief  efi  pompes  oftheDivell  which  wee  renounce  in  fEud.vitiorum 
baptifme : but  I fhali  conclude  with  that  of  "Baronins  / DcftruA?vi* 
and  Spondanus  his  Epitomizes  who  informe  us  : ( ej  ) riorum  pars 
That  among  the  primitive  ChriSHans  in  the  folemne  c.io.Sec  A d.f 
time  of  baptifme , when  as  they  all  made  publikerenuncia - Scene  8^.156, 
tions,  it  w.ts  the  cufiome  of  the  French  Churchy  for  Chri - ^7Jqiftor  0£ 
Jhans  particularly  to  renounce  all  Stngeplayes, as  Salvian  tjic  Waldenfes, 
teftifieth : and  under  the  pompes  of  the  Dwell,  which  it  p.*.  cap»9.p.zy» 
was  then  { and  now)  the  cufiome  for  Chrifiians  at  their  Sec  Ad.  5. 
baptifme  to  renounce  ; St,  (fyrill  teacheth  us  in  another  Scene  8.p.a$o* 
place y that  all  Stage-play es  were  efieemed  to  be  comprifed,  ”0^i°renu-nci- " 
andfoALL  Others  Doe  Interpret.  Sothatby  ant5qu^funt 
the  refolution  both  of  the  primitive  Church  & Fathers,  fpc&acula,  lu* 
andof  All  Other  Interpreters  Since, if*#*-  di,  chore®,  or- 
ronius  or  Spondanus  may  be  credited  : Stnge-playes  are  na,tUp  ve^vim 
the  very  Pompes  of  the  Divell  which  wee  mofl  folemnly  rum/e^quseqj 
abjure  and  protef  againft  in  our  baptifme , upon  our  very  fuperflua. 


firfi  admittance  into  the  (fhurch  of  Chrifi.  And  certainly  dmtquo 
they  muft  needes  be  fo.  For  if  Pompa,  in  its  ge  nuine  in - tH  ^ 5 

terpretation,  fignifie  nought  elfe  ("as  (r)  Calepine , Eliot,  ^ {4,***; 

f.io  69.E. See  Ad.  6.  Scene  n.  ^Quinetiam  in  folenni  illo  tempos  baptifmi  folita 
ab  omnibus  fieri  renunciatione5SpcdacuIis  quoque  abrenunciare  fidelesmons  fuiffe 
in  Ecdefia  Gallicana,  Salvianustcftatur;  et  alibi  tub  Pompis  Diaboli  quibus  renun- 
ciari  mos  eft,inclufa  cenfita  fuiffe  Spedacula,  Cyriilus  docet,  et  OMNE5  ALII  in- 
ter praetantur.  Btronuv  & Spondanw : ytnnd.Ecclef,  anno  Cfjrt[li  zo6./ett  2 ,6c  4.  r la  their 
Didionaries,in  the  WordaPompa. 
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/Paedagog.U.  & olioke , and  other  Dictionaries  teach  us)  but  Spettacu* 
c.io.&  i.^.c.r  i lum , to  wit,a  Speftacie,  Stage-play , or  glorious  gaudy 
j Dc  Spcftacu-  fhewj  in  which  fence  this  word  is  oft  times  ufed,  both 
C V ‘n?Ver^  by  (f)  Clemens  tsflexandrinus,  (t)  Cyprian,  ( v)  Ar- 
x DeCorona  no^Hsy  (x)  Laftantius,  (y ) LMinucius  Felix,  (x)  Ter- 
Militisc.3.  & tullian,  (y)  ?{azien<xn,  (z)  Chryfoftome,  (a)asfugu- 
i i.&de  Spe-  fline  , (b ) Salvian,  (c)  Apuletus,  (d)  Trudentius  , and 
6aajlis  Hb.  j other  ancient  (fhriflian  fVriters ; and  likewise  by 
^ucadonc  ad'  ) Zenophon,  (g)  Cicero,(h)  Seneca,  (i)  Ltvie,  ( k) 
Seleucum.  ^ionyfius  Hallicarnajfetts,  (/)  Ovid,  [m)  Plutarch,  (») 
Hom^.deDa-  Suetonius,  (0)  Tlautus,  (p ) <zAthenans,  ( cj ) Diodorus 
videet  Saule.  Siculus,  (r)LJ^facrobius,  (f)  Herodian,  with  divers  0- 
H°m.7. 3 8 & tfjer  ^ j Heathen  Authours,to  which  many  (v) moderne 
Horn*.  4 i]  in  Writers  might  be  added  : who  comprehend  all  Playes 
A&a  Horn,  15.  af*d  Speftacles  y under  the  name  ofDompes  : And  ifStage- 
ai.ad  Pop.  An-  playes  were  originally  invented  by,  and confecrated  unt 3 
tioch.  & Gra-  Divels,  on  whofe  fejhvalls  they  were  alwayes  folemnly 
CoLi47i?B**  afted  in  great  eft  pompe  and  ftate ; as  all  thefe  Authours, 
4 Dc  Symbolo  and  the  (x)premifes  largely  teftifie : then  queftionleflfe 
ad  Catechus  the  very  Pompes  of  the  Divell  which  we  renounce  in 
mcnosj  hi.c.2,  baptifme,can  be  no  other  but  Stage-play  es , with  fuch 
?De4Guber  otber  Spe&acles,Shewes  and  Paftimes,  which  the  ido- 
nat.DeiJ./.1"  latrous  Pagans  ufed  in  the  folemnities  and  worfliip  of 
e De  Aurco*A-  their  Divell-Gods : and  fothe  primitive  Church  and 
finol.  10.  p.  Chriftians  alwayes  tookethem.  if  then  the  primitive 
Church,  and  Saints  of  God,  (who  to  fhew  their  greater 
machfiTr^T  ^eteftation  to  Stage-play  es,  (j  ) difabledall  thofewho 
e Ifiodor  Hifp!  ^id  but  marrie  women- Attors  or  Play -haunters  , from 
Originum l 1 8.C.4 1 .Minutius Felix O&avius  p.  3 4. 1 2 3 . / De  re  Equcftri  lib,  ^ Epift. 
In  Verreml.3.  Ad  Atticum  I.13.EP.28.43.  h ControverCl.r.Pnefatio.  i Hift.R0mJ.12, 
30.  ^Antiqu.Rom.l.i.5c  1.7.fcd.9.  / Faftorum  1.  447.64.  5c  Amoruml.  3.  Elcg.  2, 
w»  De  Gloria  A thenienfium  lib.  n Iuliusf.$7  0 MilesGloriofusetMoftellaria.pDip- 
no(bphJ,^.c.4.  & 1 1,  <3  Bibl.Hift  I.16.  rSaturnaliuml.f.c.6.  /’Hiftoriael.r.&  3.  *Lu* 
canPharfal.lib.i.  v SceBuIengerusDeTriumphisIib.c.24,2?,26.DeLudis  Circen- 
(IbuSjCap.  39.  Godwins  Roman  Antiquities,  1.2.fc&.3.'-ap,2.p.8  5.  See  Iofephus  An- 
tiqu  Iui;eomrnl.7.c.i6.5c  here  page  89.  Concilium  Eliberinum  Can.?7.  *Achi,2. 
& Chorus  Ibidem,  y Apoftolorum  Canones,  Can.  17.  Suriiu  Conci),  Tom.  i.p.t3» 
Gratian  Diftinftio.34.Sec  here  Scene  3 . towards  the  end, 

taking 
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tnl>inqr  holy  Orders  y or  Any  Ecclefaflicall  preferments  * Saltantium 
rvbatfbever)  thus  folemnly  abominated  and  renounced  virorumchoHs 
Sta-e-pla yes  in  their  Baptifme,  as  the  * very  Pom pes 
and  paftimes  or  the  Divell  5 it  is  molt  undeniably  cer-  Gm-In  a mcre„ 
taine,that  they  reprobated  and  condemned  Stage-playes  triciis  candles 
in  the  very  higheft  degree*  And  to  put  this  out  of  all  n‘s , a verbis 
further  queftion  ; we  have  the  (*)  (fentHry-JYriters , in  objcaem^adia. 
the  behalfe  of  Protellants , and  (a)  Cardinal  Baronins  VoCatuSP  Attu 
and  Spondanus,  in  the  behoofeofthe  Papifts,  upon  the  omni  huiuf- 
ferious  perufal  of all  the  feverall  records.and  Writers  of  modi  pompse 
the  primitive  Church,  proclaiming  this  as  an  indubita-  ««ntium  remi- 
ble  truth  ,*  That  all  the  fari/hans,  Fathers  and  fanned s 
in  the  primitive  Church , have  wholly  abandoned , yea  ut>-  cjpaftj  die  j|i0 
terly  condemned  Stage-playes,  as  diabolic  all,  heathemft,  quofacrismy- 
unchriflian  Spcttacles^ex communicating  all  T layers,  all  fteriis  dignus 
Play-haunters  both  from  the  Church, the  Sacraments , and  habitus  cs‘^c* 
the  fociety  of  Chnflians,  till  they  had  abjured,  renounced  yerborum^io- 
thefe  lewd  ac c ur fed' Enter ludes  , which  they  did  mofi  de-  rum  pafti  con. 
tefi.  And  fhall  we  then  who  (b  ) profejfe  our  felves  the  t^enti,  et  neik 
undoubted  progenie,  followers,  fucce fours  of  the  primi-  lU£i  violes,cave. 
tive  Churches,  Saints  and  Chriftians , fo  farre  degene-  cbryfojl.  H<mJn 
rare  from  their  piety,  purity,  zeale  and  Ch  rift  ian  difei-  /.h 
pline  ; as  notonely  totollerate,  but  even  patronize,  d «<•«;,  Vadfiis 
admire,  honour  Players,  Play-Poets,  Theaters,  Stage- 
playes , which  they  fo  feverely  cenfured,  fo  diligently  ^ 
fupprefled?  and  which  is  worfe,  to  hate,  abominate  re-  c^6' 
vile,  condemn e,  and  ignominioufly  traduce  all  fuch  for  ciphna  et  mo* 
(c)Purintns ,Praci pans , Humor i ft s , Cy unices, Tfove ll ers , ribus,Col.T4T, 

Fattionifts,tk  I know  not  what  bc(ides;(^)  (an  apparant  1 Cenr.  4. 

cap.6.Co!.4f  8. 

&cap.  9.  Co!.8  37.Ccnr.f.cACol.7U.Sc  Cent.6.c.6.  Col.  3^.  4 Annal.Ecclefiaft. 
AnnoChrifti  io6.  feft.2.4.Anao  399.  fcft.f.Anno  469. fed.  2.  & Anno  371.feft.lo.. 
b A Chrifto  Chriftiani  funtcognominati.  Non  feautem  glorietur  Chriftianum,  qui 
nomen  habet,et  fafta  non  haber.Vbi  autem  nomen  fequutum  fuerit  opus,  certiffime 
ille  eft  ChrifHanus,quiafe  faftisoftenditChri&ianum,ambulansficutetipfe  ambula- 
vit,aquoet  nomen  traxit.  ifudor  Hift>al.Origw**ml.7'€'i4,  c Seethe  3, Epiftlc  to  my 
Perpetuity, The  Epiftle  to  the  Reader  before  Healths  Sickneflejand  Healths  Sickneffe* 
Edit.2.p.79, 80.  A Nihil  nifi  grande  aliquod  bonumaNeroncdaBinatumeftnEtaf* 
gumentum  refti  eft  malis  difplicere.  Scnt(a9  MtVitab(4t49c4p.  24. 

argument  s 
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/ zCor . 5.10. 
lam.  5.8,9. 
Iudc  14,1 5. 

£ SeeHyppo- 
litus  Dc  Co n- 
fummatione 
mundi  O ratio. 
Bib’.  Patrum 
Tom.g.f.  17. 
A.  D. 

h Chriftiani 
eftedicuntur, 
ct  non  funt, 
qui  per  flagi- 
tia  ct  turpitu- 
dincs  fuas  no 


1 Non  null i pef*  argument  of  their  grace  andgoodneffe  when  fuch  vi- 
^mcloquuntur  tious  perlons  thus  revile  them,)  who  either  write  or 
coptime  me*  fpea^e  againft  them,  or  out  of  piety  and  confciencc  re- 
Benefits  a.  f°rt  not  daily  to  them  • Alas,  where  is  our  Chriftiani- 
ty,  our  piety,our  godly  difeipline,-  where  is  our  claimc, 
our  title , our  conformity  to  the  primitive  Church: 
where  our  affinity  , our  cognation  to  the  primitive 
Chriftians , whofe  children , fucceffours  and  difciples 
we  profefle  our  felves , whiles  that  we  thus  tollerate, 
harbour,  juftifie  thefe  Diabolicall  Pompes  and  Speda- 
cles,  which  they  fo  ferioufly  renounced  as  extremely 
oppofite  to,  as  inconfifted  with  the  very  pradife  and 
profeffion  of  a Chriftian , and  thus  ( e ) canjlefly  revile 
all  thole  who  fpeake  or  write  againft  them  l W hen  we 
fhal  all  appeare  before  the  dreadful  tribunal  of our  moft 
holy  Saviour,  eu  ( /)  yvefljall doe  ere  long : and  when  we 
fhall  there  behold  thofe  blefled  Patrjarkes  , Apoftles, 
Fathers,  Billiops,  Saints  and  holy  Martyrs  in  the  pri- 
men  rcligionis  mjtive  Church,  who  have  fo  zealoully  anathematized, 
infamanr,  qui,  renounced  Stage-  playes,  as  the  very  Pompes  oftheDi- 
u t fcriptum  cl , veu  which  they  and  we  have  folemnly  abjured  in  our 
nolle  Deum , baptilme;  palling  an  eternall  doome  or  condemnation 
faais  autem  on  us  for  our  perfidious  refort  unto  them,  againft  our 
facredvow;  alas,  (g)  what  can  we  pleade  to  juftifie , to 
extenuate  this  our  fad: , or  to  intitle  our  felves  to  the 
triumphant  Church  in  heayen , whole  difeipline  wee 
thus  rejed  on  earth  ? Can  wee  alledge  for  our  lelves, 
that  we  are  pious  Chriftians , when  as  our  daily  Play- 
houfe-haunting  (h)  proclaimes  us  worfe  than  Pagans? 
or  can  we  pleade  we  x e members  of  the  holy  Catho 
lickc  Church  ofChrift,  when  as  our  frequent  prefence 
at  Playes,  at  Play-houfes,  and  the  diametral  contrariety 
of  our  lives, our  adiohs  to  all  the  primitive  Chriftians, 

ni  dc- 

tcriores  funt,  qui  meliorcs  eftedeberent.  Non  enimprobant  quod  fatentur,  et  im- 
pugnanr  profefftonemfuarn  moribusfuis  j magisenim  damnabiliseft  mahtia, quaaa 
titulus  bonkatisaccufat  3 et  rcatus  eft  impii.piu.n  nonien.  Silvia*  DcGnbern,  Deis 

139,140, 14*. 


negant  ; per 
quos,  titlcgi- 
mus,via  veri- 
tatis  blafphe* 
tur,  ctfacro- 
fan&um  Do- 
mini Dei  no- 
mcn  facrilegoi 
rum  hominum 
malcd  ttionc 
violatur.  Et 
idco  hoc  ipfo 
Chriftiani  dc- 
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proves  us  the  very  limbes,the  bondflaves  of  the  DiveII.?  'Cor.  e.  *,3. 
Certainly  we  muit  needes  ftand  (iltnccd,  amazed,  con-  JuAe.,i4; 
founded,  condemned  then,  for  juftifying  , for  frequen- 
ting  Scage-playes  now,  againft  the  unanimous  execra-  multorum^m 
tion,  vote  and  fentence  of  the  whole  primitive  Church  cumfuperatos 
and  Saints  of  God,both  under  the  Law  and  Gofpell : who  damnatofquc 
as  they  (i)  Jhall  judge  and  doemc  ui  at  the  lafl , lo  they  c^c  fenti3ntJ 
muft  needes  abominate  and  condemn e us  now. O there-  mcmtum  bo rf 
fore  let  no  Chriftian  now  be  fo  impio'  ifly  fhamelefle,  amittant,et 
fo  peevifhly  abfurd  5 as  to  apologize  for  Playes  or  Play-  quod  foluna 
ers,  (by  pen,  by  tongue  or  pra&iie,)  as  tollerable,as  ufe-  P°lfunt  110S  o- 
full  among  Chriftiansj  or  ignorantly,much  leffe  ( kj  ma-  » P“t 
lictoufly  ( out  of  an  implacable  deteftation  to  all  grace,  fc  ubemtcm 
allgoodnefie)  tocondemne  all  fuch  for  (l) ‘Puritans,  hxrcfeosdo- 
Travellers,  or  factions  Cblale -contents;  the  common  cendi  perdi- 
voice  and  clamour  of  our  diffolute  gracelette  times , 
wherein  many  turne  profefled  Atheifts,  or  incarnate  / Atnos*virw- 
Di vels,  to  avoid  the  jcaloufie  of  ( m ) being  reputed  7>u-  tes  lpfas  jnvcr. 
ritans  : But  fince  the  whole  Catholicke  Church  both  timus  atque 
before  and  under  the  Law  and  Gofpell,  with  all  the  pri-  finccmmcupis 
initive  Chriftians,  Fathers,  Councels,of  all  Nations,  all  pr^%s 
places  , have  thus  unanimoufly  proclaimed  an  everla-  t]nis  nobifcupa 
fling  profefled  hoftility,  and  patted  fuch  a finall  doome  vivit  ? mulmm 
and  execration  againft  Players  and  Stage- playes;  let  this  eft  dimiffus 
eternally  convince  our  confcience,clofe  up  our  mouths,  hoino,&c.H«* 
alter  our  refolutions.  reforme  our  Play-haunting  lives,  & 
caufe  us  readily  to  fubfenbe  to  this  47.  Play-confbun-  170.  *'***  3 

ding  Argument,  againft  which  there  can  be  no  refi-  m Expedit  vo» 
fiance,  with  which  I fliall  conclude  this  Scene.  bis  neminem 

That  which  the  whole  (fhurch  of  (Jod,  both  before  and  bonunij, 
under  the  Law  and  Gofpell , together  with  all  the  expro- 
Iewes  and  faith  full  Saints  before  , and' primitive  batiodeli&o- 
Chriftians  in  & fince  our  Saviours  time , have  pro - rum  veftrorum 

feffedlj  abominated, rejefled.condemned  in  the  very  fplen- 

' J didacumfor- 

dibusveftrisconfertis,  nee  intelligi-is  quanto  id  vefiro  detrimento  audeatis.  Nam  ft 
illi qni  virtu tem ft qutintur, nvari,libidi..cfi, ambitiofiqj  font,  quidvoseftis,  quibu* 

iprumuomcnvirtmisodiocfl?  SetteuD^tubam  caP.Hi 

Dddd  i&ghefi 
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a EaEccIcfijs 
difp!iccnt,qua* 
omnibus  bonis 
non  placenr. 
Hieroir,Epif^ 
*Vf,2» 


^ PfOV.  2.  20. 

Hsbr/,1 


1» 

$4Councels  5c 
Synocfs , togc* 
tber  with  fun- 
dry  Canonical! 
Conrtitutions 
againft  Play= 
trs3Play-haurv 
ters  and  Stages 
$>la  yes. 
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highett  degree,  even  as  the  very  worses  and  Pomps 
of  the  cDivell,  mufi  undoubtedly  be  extremely  finm 
full  and  utterly  ml  awful l unto  Qsriftians  : as  is 
evident  by  i Cor.io.32.  Phil.  4.8.  < om-  ir.  \6y 
17.  1 Cor.i.io.  cap. 14. 23,24,25^32:  witJjfun^ 
dry  other  Scriptures . - 

But  the  wholct  primitive  (n  ) Church  of  God,  both 
before  and  under  the  Law  and  Cj off  ell,  together 
with  all  the  lewes  and  faithfull  Saints  before , and 
primitive  (fhriftians  in  and  fince  our  Saviours 
time , have  prof efedly  abominated,  re  jetted,  con- 
demned Stage-play es  in  the  very  highefi  degree, 
even  as  the  very  worses  and  pompes  of  the  T>ivel ; 
as  is  evident  by  the  premifes. 

Therefore  they  mufi  undoubtedly  be  extremely  fin  full 
and  utterly  unlawfull  unto  Chrifiians. 

Let  us  therefore  henceforth  * walke  in  the  way  ofthefe 
good  men,  and  keepe  the  p aches  of  the  righteous  : becom - 
min g followers  of  thefe  hie  fed  primitive  (fhrifiiansr , as 
well  in  renouncing  Stage-playesas  in  points  of  faith. 

v-iS 

fvi-fdfv xA?  tfinp&n dtoxAdi \\ \'Jtr£\&np 4 

ACTVS  7.  SCENA  TERTIA. 

THe  third  Squadron  of  Authorities,  is  made  up  of 
54  ancient  and  moderne  1 general!,  national!,  pro 
vinciall  Councels  and  Synodes , both  of  the  Weft  and 
Eafterne  Churches  : of  divers  Ecclefiafticall  and  impe- 
riall  Conftitutions,  which  either  exprefly  or  by  way 
ofneceflfary  confequence  prohibit  S'age-playes;  excom- 
municating and  cenfuring  all  Stage-plavers,  all  Play- 
haunters  5 and  inhibiting  all  manner  of  Chriftians,  (e£ 
pecially  Clergy  menjto  a<ft  any  theatricall  EnterIudes,or 
to  fcc  prefenc  at  them,  under  fevere  penalties.  To  begin 

with 


Part,  i . 


Htflrio-Maflix. 


57* 


with  Councels  and  Synods;  I fhall  here  enumerate  them 
in  their  Order,  according  to  their  fevei'all  antiquities, 
without  any  variation  from  their  Latine  names,  which 
I fhall  ftill  retainc  for  greater  certainty  , fincc  I finde 
them  varioufly  engliihed : fetting  downe  their  feverall 
Canons  both  in  Latine  & Englifh  tor  the  Readers  better 
fatilfa&ionfinferting  likewiie  here  and  there  fome  other 
Canons  not  altogether  impertinent  to  this  Difcourfe. 

The  firft  Councell  againft  Stage-playes , Players  and 
Play-haunters,  is,  Concilium  Shberinum  in  Spaine,  a- 
bout  the  yeareof  our  Lord  30 f,  confifting  of  19.  Bi - 
fiops : Where  I finde  thefe  three  fubfcquent  Canons 
moft  pertinent  to  our  purpofe:  viz: (/anon:  57.(52.67. 


(0)  (/anon:  57.  Matro- 
ns, vel  earum  mariti,  ve- 
ftimenta  fua  ad  ornandam 
feculariter  pompam  non 
dent.  Et  fi  fecerintjtriennij 
tempore  abftineant. 

(/anon:  62. Si  Augur  aut 
Pantomimi  credere  volue- 
runt,  placuit,  ut  priusarti 


Can:  ^.Matrons  }or  their 
husbands  may  not  give  (or 
lend ) their  garments,  to  a - 
dome  any  fecular  Playes  or 
fhewes:Ifthey  doe  Jet  the  be 
excomunicatedfor  3 ye  ares. 

Cm:  6 If  any  Soulhfay - 
er  or  Stage-player  will  be- 
leeve,  we  ordaine , that  they 


bus  fuis  renuncient,  et  tunc  fir  ft-  renounce  their  j4rts,& 


demum  fufeipiantur,  ita  ut 
ulterius  non  reveitantur. 
Quodjfi  facere  contra  in- 
terdi&um  teutaverin^pro- 
jiciantur  ab  Ecclefia. 


fan  on  : 67.  Prohibcn- 
dum,  ne  qua  fidelis  vel  ca- 
techumena,  aut  Comicos, 
aut  viros  feenicos  habeat  5 
qusECumque  hasc  fecerit , j p/ayers'jvho  ever  fbal doe  it, 
a communione  ai  ceatur.  | let  her  be  excommunicated . 
A futficient  evidence,  how  execrably  deteftableall 
JDddd  1 Stage- 


then  after  awhile  they  may 
be  received,  fo  that  they  re - 
turne  unto  them  no  more . 
But  if  they  Jhall  attempt  to 
doe  contrary  to  this  injun- 
ction, let  them  be  caft  out 
by  the  Church . 

C&n:6j.fVe  prohibit, that 
no  beleeving  woman  or  cate - 
chumenifl  entertain  or  mar- 
ry any  Comedians  or  ft  age - 


9 Apud  Lau< 
rentium  SurU 
um.  Concil. 
Tom.  1.  Co 
lonine  Agrip, 

I 5^7*p.  3f6i 
367.  Binius 
Concil.Torn.T. 
N.colinusCon- 
cP.  Tom  F.Pe- 
trusCrab.Con« 
cil.Tom.i.Co. 
loniae  Agrip. 
iff  T.p.i8  f.Sc 
Carranza  Su- 
ma  ConciLPa- 
rifiis*i624.  fol. 
37,38.  Centti. 
rise  Mag.Ccnto 
4.  cap. 9.  Col. 
700. 
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Stage-players  and  Play-patrons , together  with*  their 
Stage-playes  were  unto  the  primitive  Church  and  Chri- 
ftians,who  would  neither  admit  them  into  the  Church, 
nor  permit  them  to  continue  in  the  Church  being  ad- 
mitted/till  they  had  utterly  renounced  Stage-playes  ; 
the  very  lending  ofdorhes  to  a T Stage-playes  in  , and 
the  v£ry  marrying  with, or  harbouring  of  a Stage-play- 
er incurring  three  yeares  excommunication  both  from 
the  Church,  the  Sacraments,  and  the  very  fociety  of 
Chriftians# 

2.  The  fecond  Councell, is  Concilium  zsfrelatenfe  i . held 

jp  Eodemq;  te-  under  Conftantine  the  Great  / in  the  Citty  of  TS^jrbo  in 
porect  illudfa*  France,  about  the  yeare  of  Chrift  3 14,  confifting  of  6 00 
cratifsimum  Bifbops,  as  (p)  cyfdo  Viennenfts  informes  us  : where  I 
pu^ArcIctenj  fh*s Canon agahift Stage-p!ayers3intituled:  De hi * 
fexccntoiuvn ' qui  conveniunt  in  Theatric:  and  fo  by  COilfequence  a- 
Epifcoporum  gainfl:  Stage-playes  too. 

colligitur.^s  (^JC^<?#;$.DeThea  | Can:  5.  Concerning  ft  age- 
tcicis>  etipf°s  placuit,  \ players,  we  have  thought  meet 
Tatr.Tom-g.'  quamdiu  aguilt , a com-  to  excommunicate  them,  as 
firs  z.p.iZo.G,  munione  feparari.  I long  as  they  continue  to  aft. 

See  Baron  iu  5 (Sc  Spondanus  AnruChrifti  3H.fe&.  f.  ^SuriusConcil.Tom.i.p.3<$8, 
Crab.Tom.i.p,  18  1. Carranza  fol.39.Centur.Magd.$  Co’./oi. 


The  third,  is,  Concilium  tArelatenfe  2.  about  the 
yeare  of  our  Lord  3 25.  at  which  there  were  prefent 
Lome  (V)  38  Bijhops,  atidfbmc  50  Elders  and  Deacons: 
where  this  Canon  was  promulgated 


(/)  Canon:  20 ♦ Dea- 


3-  ‘ . 

f See  Siirius  to. 

/Surius  Toro.  1 
p.  ?7 7. 

Crab.Tom.i. 

p.*94.Canaa-  gitatoribus  five  theatr 

M g^/  col!  cis>clul  fidelesfunt,  pla- 
705.  Bmius  cuit,eos,qiianiaiu agu it, 

Coacil.Tom.r.  a communione  feparari. 
pars  i.p.*6j.  foarth,  is,  Concilium  Lao  die  enum  , in  Phrygia 

4-  Tacatiana,  about  the  yeare  of  our  {t ) Lord  3 ^.as  Lome 
Maod^o  mi%  ailirme,  others  placing  it  fooner,  others  later;  at  which 
ColV* 3°Baro-  m°ft  °^chs  Billiops  inzAjla  were  prefent:  where  I 
nins  5c  Spoudanus  Anno  Chrifti  31^.  fed.  1 1,  s 3, 


Ca a:  io, Concerning  Attors 
or  Stare-players  , who  are 
Chriflians,  we  decree  them  to 
be  excommunicated  as  long  as 
they  perfevere  to  Play. 


meet'e 
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Canon:  $ 4.Non  opor- 
tet  Miuiftros  Altaris,vei 
quoflibet  Clericos  fpe- 
ftaculis  aliquibus  quae 
aut  ia  nuptijs,  aut  in  fce- 
nis  exhibentur,intereffe: 
fed  antequam  thylemici 
ingrediantur,  furgere  e- 
oSj  et  de  convivio  abire. 


pars  i.  p.  247o 
Carranza,  foU 
f 9-  Cemur. 
Magd.  4.  Coh 
837.  Gratian. 
DeConfecrati- 
one  Diftindio 
f.  * Surius 
Concil.Tom*!, 


mcete  with  thefe  two  Canons , againfl  Dancing  and 
Stage-playes. 

(v ) Can:  5 3 ♦ Non  opor-  [ Can:  $ 3 . ChrifUtM5 going  v Surius  Ton?* 

tet  Chriilianos  ad  illipti-  *0  weddings  ought  neither  5 8.  Crab* 

as  euntes  vei  balare  vel  wantonly  to  fing , nor  yet  to  j 

faitare  ; fed  cafte  caenare  dance ; but  to  Juppe  or  dine 
vel  pratidere,  ficut  com-  I foberly  as  becommeth  Chri - 
petit  Chriftianis.  j fiians. 

Which  Canon  extending  principally  to  dancing,  is 
ratified  and  revived  by  * Concilium  llerdenfe  Can.  ult: 
which  hath  this  title:  Ft  in  Chriflianorum  nuptijs  non 
faltetur • 

Can:  $4.  ^Miniflers  of  the 
zsfltar , or  any  other  Clergy  P*3^s 
men,  ought  not  to  bee  prefint 
at  any  flage-playes  that  are 
a Sled  either  at  marriages  or  in 
play-houfes  : but  before  the 
Players  or  F idlers  enter , they 
ought  to  arife,and  depart  from 
the  feafi . 

Which  latter  Canon  though  it  extends  onely  to 
Clergy  men  in  words,  yet  the  equity  of  it  reacheth  in- 
differently to  all  Chriftians , as  the  former  Canon  doth 
in  pofitive  tearmes. 

The  fifth . is, Coytc^'lHm  Hipponenfe , Anno  393. where-  S 

there  were  divers  Bifhops : in  which  there  were  (x)  * See  Surius 
two  Canons  maderagainft  Stage-playes  and  A&ors;  to 
wit.  Canon:  1 3.  & 3 5. being  the  very  fame  with  the  1 1. 

& 3 5 « Canons  of  the  3 . Councell  of  Carthage  next  enfu- 
ing,  to  which  I fhall  refer  you  .*  wherein  all  the  Canons 
of  this  Councell  of  Hippo  were  abbreviated  and  confir- 
med. 

The  fixth  is,  Concilium  Carthaginenfe  in  Africa , 
about  theyeareof our  (y)Lord  3 9j,or  399:0 onpfting 

Pro/pcri  Chronicon  An 


866.Baroniuset  Spondanus  Anno  Chrifti  397.fc£M43xj, 
no  399, 

Dddd$ 


Tom.i.p.fio. 
& Centuriae 
Magd.4.Coh 
871,872, 


6. 

r jy  Centuriae 
J Magd»4fCol. 


44 
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^Surlus  Tom. 
l.p.*04,  50?. 
Crab.  Tom.  1. 


44  Biflops,  of  which  St.  Attguftine,  then  Biflop  of  Hip- 
po, was  one ; where  thefe  two  Canons  were  compofed 
out  of the  13.  and  35.  Canons  of  the  forementioned 
jounce l of  Hippo. 

(z,)  ftnon:  1 1 . Vt  fi-  | Can:  1 1 . That  the  former 
lij  Epifcoporum  velCle-  1 of  Bifhops  and  ftergy  men 
p.4i8v4i9»Bi=  ricorum,  fpedacula  fe-  1 flail  neither  exhibit , nor  jet 
pars  xTp!^75*«  cu^a  non  Cxhibeant,  j fo  much  as  beholde  any  fecu- 
Carranz’i.fol.*  fed  nec  fpe dent , quan- 
66,  Ccntur.  doquidemab  fpedaculo 
MagcU.Col.  et  omnes  Laici  prohi- 

tian^DcCon-  hibeantur.  Semper  enim 
tent! Diftina!  Chriftianis  omnibus  hoc 


* See  Codex 
Theodofii  I.i  S 
Ti?.7»  Lcxj* 


interdi&um  eft,  ut  ubi 
blafphemi  funt,  nonac- 
cedant. 

* ft  non:  35*  Vt  fcenicis 
atque  hiftrionibus,  caete- 
rifque  hujufmodi  perfo- 
nis  vcl  apoftaticis,  con- 
verts vel  reverts  ad 


lar  interludes , fince  that  e- 
t fen  all  Lay -men  are  prohibi- 
ted from  ft  age-play  es . For 
this  hath  alwayes  beene  ftrait • 
ly  forbidden  all  (fhriflians  , 
that  they  come  not  where  blaf- 
phemers  are , 


Can:  35. That grace  or  re- 
conciliation flail  not  be  deni- 
ed to  Stage-players  and  <zA- 
ttors,  and  fuch  like  per fon s , or 
to  apoftates , who  flail  con - 
Dominum,  gratia  vel  re-  j vert, and  returne  againe  to  the 
conciliatio  non  negettir.  I Lord, 

Which  Canon  admits  Stage-players  into  the  Church 
up  on  their  convcrton  and  renouncing  of  ktheir  ungodly 
profeflion,but  not  before. 

The  fcventh, is,  ftncilium  ftnhaginenfe  4.  (a)  Anno 
ftrifti  401  .*  at  which  214  Bifhops  were  prefent-: 
Which  as  it  makes  all  flattering , all  fcurrilous  ft ergy 
JSuriusTorr.  men,  who  delight  in  filthy  jeftsy  or png  or  dance  publikelj 
Crab  Torn  at  feafts>  liable  to  a flnall  degradation  : (See  ftn:  $6. 
44J.C  arranza  60.62, ) So  it  provides  thus  again  ft  Playes,  andPlay- 
fol.73.  Grati-  haunting. 

ao.  Dc  Confe-  j ftyifin:  Neo-  Can: 8 6%Thofe  who  are  new - 

De^Confecra^  P^ti  a lautioribus  epu-  (7  baptized  or  converted  to  the 
Dift.t.  Ccntur  “s  ct  Q>e<flaculis  abftine-  faith  ought  to  abftaine  from 
Magd.  4,  Co!,  ant;  coftlierfeafts  and  ft  age-plates, 

?7  *<•  Canon: 


7- 

*Ccntur,Mag, 
4.  Co).  873. 
Surius 
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{'anon:  38.Qui  dicfo-  i Can:  88.  Heewho  upon  any 
lenni,  praetermiffo  lolen-  1 [olemne  feafi-day  , omitting 
ni  Ecdefoe  conventu,  ad  J the  folerhne  ajfembly  of  the 
fpedacula  vadit,exCOm-  I C^^rch  , re  forts  to  ftage- 
municetur.  [ p/ayes , let  him  be  excommuni - 

1 cated. 

Stage-playes  then  in  this  Councels  judgement  are  no 
meet  paftimes  for  any  folemne  Chriftian  feftivals. 

The  eighth,  is.  Concilium  zStfricanum,  Anno  Chrijh 
408:  to  which  2 3 8 ( c yBifhops  ftubftcribed  their  names , 
St.  AuguTline  being  one  of  that  great  number  2 where  I 
finde  th  Je  feverail  Canons  to  our  purpofe. 


( d)(fan ; 1 2 . Vt  Scenicis 
atque  Hiftrionibus(*W  eft 
converfis  vel  reverfis  ad 
Dominum)  casterifq;  hu- 
jufmodi  perfonis,recon- 
ciliatio  nomnegetur. 

(fanon:  2 7. 1 Hud  etiatn 
petendum,ut  qua?  contra 
praecepta  divina  convi- 
viamultis  inlocisexer- 
centur  qua?  ab  errore 
gentili  attrada  fiint,  ve- 
taritalia  jubeant3  etde 
civitatibus,  et  de  poflef- 
fionibus  impofita  paena, 
prohiberi.-  maxime/iim 
etiam  in  na  tali  bus  beatif- 
fimorum  martyrum  per 
nonnulias  civitates,  et  in 
ipfis  locis  facris  talia  co- 
mittere  non  reformi- 
dent*  Quibus  diebus  c- 
tiam  quod  pudoris  eft 
dicere'!  faltationes  fcele- 
ratiftimas  per  vicos  at- 
que 


Can:  1 2.  That  reconciliati- 
ation  {hall  not  bee  denied  to 
Stage-players  and  common 
Aft  our  s>and  [neb  like  per  fins ; 
in  cafe  they  repent  and  aban- 
don their  former  profeflions. 

Can.*  27.  That  alfi  is  to  be 
deftred,  that  thofcfeafts  which 
are  fifed  in  many  places  con- 
trary to  Gods  precepts , which 
were  dr  aw  ne  from  the  err  our 
of  the  G entiles [ho aid  be  pro- 
hibited by  command  , and  ex- 
cluded out  ofcitties  and  villa • 
ges : efpecially  , ftnce  in  ftome 
citties  men  feare  not  to  keepe 
them  even  on  the  birth-day es 
ofthemoft  blejfed  ^Martyr /, 
and  that  in  the  very  Chur- 
ches. On  which  Aayes  alfi 
( which  is  a {hame  to  ftpeake) 
they  ufe  moft  wicked  dances 
through  the  villages  and 
ftreetes  , fto  that  the  matro- 
nall  honour , and  the  chafti - 

tit 


8. 

c SuriasTom.1 
P-5  87,588, 

rfSurius  Tom* 
I*  P‘57  4,577, 
587.  Gratian. 
Dc  Confecrar. 
Dift.  a.  Crab* 
Torn.:,  p.50^ 
50<53  5©7> 
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% Therefore 
they  are  no  fit 
Chriftruaspa- 
ftimes. 


#Nota. 


% Nota« 


que  plateas  exercent  9 ut 
macronalis  honor  et  in- 
numerabilium  feminaru 
pudor.  devote  venienti- 
um  ad  facratiiTimum  di- 
em, injuries  lafciviewti- 
bus  appetatur , utetiam 
ipfius  iantfte  religionis 
pen£  fugiatur  acceffus. 

Canon : 28.  Necnon  et 
illud  petendum , utfpe- 
dacula  theatrorum  cx - 
terorumq;  ludorum  die 
Dominico,  vel  * caeteris 
Chriftianas  religionis  di- 
ebus  celeberrimis  amo- 
veantur ; maxime  quia 
fan&i  Pafchse  oftavarum 
die/  populi  ad  Circum 
magis  quamad  Ecclefia 
conveniunt;  et  debere 
tranfterri  devotionis  eo- 
rum  dies  fi  quando  oc- 
current:  nec  oportere  e- 
tiamquenquam  Chrifti- 
anorum,cogi  ad  hsec  fpe- 
ftacula:  maxime,  quia  in 
his  exercendis  Q^v  je 
Contra  Pracepta 
Dei  Sv  nt,  nulla  perfe- 
cutionisneceffitas  aquo- 
quam  adhibenda  eft.*  fed 
(uti  oportet)  homo  in  li- 
bera voluntate  fubfiftat 
ftbi  concefla.Cooperato- 
rumenim  maxim£  peri- 
culum  confiderandu  eft, 
Qvi 


ty,the  modify  of  innumerable 
women  devoutly  comming  to 
the  mo fl  holy  day , it  a faulted 
with  lafeivious  injuries  in 
fuch  manner , that  even  the 
very  acceffe  to  the  holy  eXer- 
cifes  of  religion  is  almofi 
difeontinued  and  chafed  a- 
way. 

Can.*28.  lAndthisalfois  to 
be  reejuefted , that  S tnge-playes 
and  fuch  other  Playes  and  Spe * 
blades  fbould  be  wholly  aban- 
doned and  laid  afide  on  the 
Lords  day, and other  folemne 
(fhrillian  feflivalls , especially 
becaufe  on  the  Safer  holy- 
day  es  people  runne  more  to  the 
Cirque  or  Theatre, than  to  the 
Church ; laying  afide  all  their 
holy-day  devotion,  when  the/e 
Spe  blades  come  in  their  way: 
either  ought  any  Chriflian 
to  be  compelled  to  thefe  S nter- 
ludes  or  Stage-play es  : chief- 
ly , becaufe  in  praflifng  thefe 
things  *Which  Are 
Against  The  Com* 
mAndements  Of  God* 
no  necejfty  of  perfecution  or 
violence  ought  to  be  ufed  by 
any  man  : but  every  man  ( as 
hee  ought ) may  abide  in  that 
feedome  of  will  which  is 
granted  to  him.  For  the  dan- 
ger of  the  co-a flours  ought 
principally  to  be  confidered. 
Who 


i 
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Qvf  Contra  Pr^e- 
cepta  Dei  Magno 
Terrors  Cogvn- 
t V r Ad  Hie  Spe- 

C T Ac  V LA  CONVE- 
N I R E. 


Who  Against  The 
Precepts  Of  God 
Are  Compelled 
To  Come  Vnto 
These  Stage- 
Play  e s. 

Stage-play es  therefore  by  this  whole  Councels  refb- 
lution,  are  refit  jportsfor  Lords-dayes  and  holj-dayes: 
yea  thcy,and  the  report  unto  them  , are  direEbly  contrary 
to  the  comman dements  of  God , and  exceeding  dangerous 
to  tbofe  mens  forties,  who  allure  or  enforce  any  others  to 
them. 

Can:  30.  ssfndthis  alfois 
to  he  defir  ed,  that  if  any  man 
of  any  ludicrous  art  what  foe - 
ver  will  come  and  turne  a 
Chriflian , and  continue  free 
from  that  pollution  ; that  hee 
ought  not  to  hee  reduced  or 
compelled  by  any  man  to  pra- 
ttife  the  fame  arts  againe. 


Canon:  50.  Et  de  his 
etiam  petenduin  , ut  ft 
quis  ex  qualibet  ludicra 
arte  ad  Chriftianitatis 
gratiam  venire  voluerit, 
ac  liber  ab  ilia  * macula 
permanere,  * non  eum  li- 
cear  a quoquam  iterum 
ad  eadem  exercenda  re- 
duci  vel  cogi. 

Canon:  96.  Item  pla- 


cuit^  ut  omnes  * infamia: 
maculis  adfperfi  > id  eft, 
hiftriones  ac  turpitudi- 
nibus  fubje&i  perfonae, 
ad  accufationem  non  ad- 
mitrantur,nift  in  propri- 
is  caufis. 


Can:  96.  asflfo  , it  is  de- 
creed , that  aU  infamous  per - 
fans,  that  is  to  fay,S tnge-p lay- 
ers & perfons  int  hr  ailed  to  fil- 
thtnejfe  or  lewdnejfe,  Jhallnot 
he  admitted  to  accufe  any  per- 
fon , hut  in  their  proper  cau- 

fi*- 

The  ninth_jis.f  e)  Concilium  Carthaginenfe  7 of  3 8 Bi- 
flwps,  about  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  419.  Canon  2. where- 
by all  Stage-players  are  declared  to  he  infamous  perfons, 
and  unable  to  heare  any  teftimony.  W bich  (fanon  is  ver- 
batim the  fame  with  the  96  Canon  of  the  Conned  of  A- 
fiicke here  recited, to  which  I (hall  herereferre  you. 

The  tenth,  is,  Concilium  asfgathenfe , in  France , 
Eeee  (f)Arwo 


% Which  m a* 
nifefts  the 
lewdneffeof 
their  profef- 
fion. 

>{<  See  Codex 
Theodofiil.lj, 
Tit.7. 

* Which 
fhewes  the 
infamy  and 
bafenefle  of 
Stage- players. 


e SuriusCon* 
cil.Tom.  1.  p, 
170.  Gratian. 
Can  fa  ^.Quaeft 
1. 6c  6.  Crab, 
Tom.  r. p.  499. 

io« 


5/8 


Hijirio-Maflix. 


Part,  i 


/ Baronius  &. 
Spcndanus 
Anno  fotf.feft. 

x. 

£ SuriusTom. 

x.  p.7i3.Gra- 
tian.Diflind. 
34.  Centur. 
Magd.f.Col. 
929.  Crab. 
Tom.i.p.6/7, 

M. 


(] )zAnno*D omini  506.  there  being  35  Bifhops  prefent 
at  it : where  this  Canon  was  promulgated. 

(g)  Canon •'  3 9-  Pref-  Caiu  3 9.  rPresbjters,'Dea- 
byteri , Diacones  , Sub-  cons  and  Subdeacons  , ought 

to  avoid  the  marriage  fe aft s 
of  other  perfons:  T^jtther  may 
they  be  prefent  in  thefeaffem - 
blies  where  amorous  and  fil- 
thy things  are  fang,  or  where 
obfeene  motions  of  the  body 
are  expreffed  in  rounds  or  dan- 
ces : left-  the  hearing  and  fight 
deputed  unto  the  holy  my  fie  - 
nes  Jhottld  be  defiled  with  the 


diacones,  etiam  aliena- 
rum  nuptiarum  evitent 
convivia  : Nec  his  cseti- 
bus  immifeeantur  ubi  a- 
matoria  cantantur  ettur- 
pia , a ut  obfcseni  motus 
corporum  choreis  et  fal- 
tationibus  efreruntur,  ne 
auditus  et  obtutus  facris 
my  fieri  j s deputati , tur- 
pium  fpe&aculorum  atq;  j 
verboru  contagione  pol- 
luantur. 


h See  Can.  4*, 
JS-70. 


II* 

i LivieRotr*. 
Hift.Ul.feft, 
ii.Tertulljan 
de  Spc&ac.lib. 
Bulengerus  de 
Venatione  Cir. 
ci  Kb.  cnp.6.  p. 
401. 

^SuriusTom. 
j.p.7i7.Crab. 
Tcn?.x , p.632. 
4S  See  Concil. 
Toletanum  3. 
Canon  22.Su> 
mis  Torn.  2.  p. 
675.  to  tbe 
fame  purpofe. 


contagion  of  filthy  Specta- 
cles ( or  Stage-play  es  , ) and 
words. 

Which  Councell,  as  it  prohibits  flergy  men  from  be- 
holding  'Tlaycs  or  dancing:  fo  it  alfo  inhibits  (h)  them 
from  drunkenneffe  : fiom  keeping  either  haukes  or  bounds: 
and  from  all fcumlous  mirth  or  jefting , under  patne  of  ex- 
communication  and fujpenfion. 

The  eleventh,  is,  (foncilium  Arelatenfe  3. in  the  yeare 
of  our  Saviour  524.  fubferibed  by  1 5 Biftiops ; where 
Ludi  funebres}ot  funerall  Playes  (which  ( i ) were  fre- 
quent among  the  ancient  Romanes ) are  thus  condemned; 
the  reafon  of  which  condemnation  trepcheth  upon 
.Stage-playes. 

Lay  men  who  obferve  fu- 
nerall watches , let  them  doe  it 
with  feare  and  trembling , and 
reverence.  Let  no  man  pre- 
fume  to  png  there  any  diabo- 
licall  fongs,  nor  to  make  any 
Paftimes  , Playes  or  dances, 
which  the  Paeans  have  inven- 
ted by  the  Divels  tutor firp. 

For 


( ^JLaiciqui  excubi- 
as  funeris  obiervant,cum 
timore  et  tremore,et  re- 
verentia  hoc  faeiant.  * 
N ullus  ibi  diaboiica  car- 
mina  prefumat  cantare, 
nec  j oca,  nec  faltationes 
facere  , qux  Pagani  do- 
cente  Diabolo  aoinvene- 
runt. 
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runt.  Quis  enim  nefciat 
diaboiicum  effe , ct  non 
ioliim  a Chriftiana  reli- 


F or  who  knoweth  not  that  it  is 
diabolic  all, and  not  onely  farm 
from  Chnfttan  religion  , but 


gione  alienum,iedetiam  \even  contrary  to  humane  na- 


foumanae  naturae  efTe  con- 
trarium,  ibi  lsetari,  can- 
tare,  inebriari,  et  cachin- 
nis  ora  diffolvi,  et  omhi 
pietate  et  affedu  chari- 
ta  :is  poftpofito,  quad  de 
fracerna  morte  exultare, 
ubi  Urdus  ec  piandus  fie- 
bill  bus  vocibus  debuerat 
refonare,  proamiflione 
chari  fratris,&c.Ideo  ta- 
bs inepca  laeritla,  et  pe- 
fliferacantica  ex  autho- 
ritate  interdida  funt.  Si 
quis  autem  cantare  de- 
fiderat  , Kyrie  ekifon 
cantet : fi  autem  aliter , 
omninotaceat.  Si  autem 
tacere  non  vult,in  crafti- 
no  a Prelbytero  taliter 
coerceatur,  utali/ time- 
ant. 


ture , to  rejoyce  , to  fing , to 
be  drunke  , and  to  laugh  ex- 
ceffively  there , and  laying  a- 
fide  all  piety  , and  affettion  of 
love  , as  it  were  to  be  glad 
of  his  brothers  death  , even 
there  where  as  forrow  and 
mourning  with  dolefull  founds 
ought  to  be  heard  for  the  lo jft 
of  a deare  brother ,&e. There- 
fore fuch  foehjh  mirth  , and 
pefiiferous  Jongs  ought  to  be 
prohibited  by  authority.  And 
if  any  man  defire  to  png  , let 
him  fing , Lord  have  mercy 
upon  mee : but  if  hee  would 
fing  otherwife , lethimholde 
his  peace.  *But  if  hee  will  not 
be  filent  3 let  him  the  next 
day  bee  fo  chafHfed  by  the 
cFresb i 


yter  5 that  others  may 

feare . 

The  twelfth  is,  Concilium  Veneticum. about  the  yeare  1 2. 

of  our  Lord  52  6.  confiding  of  S Bifhops , wherein  the  1 Crab.Tom.r. 
forementioned  39  Canon  of  Concilium  <tAgathenfe,(i be  P* 948*  Sunu® 
pag.  578.)  is  verbatim  recited,  and  ratified,  as  then.  % 

Canon  of  this  Councell.  5<  Col.93 1. 

The  thirteenth, is,  ConciliumToletnnum  3 .in  Spaine , 1 3. 

<*sfnno6ij.  fubferibed  by  72  Bifhops,  where  Ifinde  wSeeAd.f. 
this  Canon  regiftred,  which  though  it  principally  aimes  Scene  8,9. 
at  dancing  and  filthy  ribaldry  fongs  , yet  it  neceffarily 
condemneth  Stage-playes  too , which  confift  of  feurri- 
lous  fongsand  dancing,  as  I have  (m ) largely  proved  in 
the premi/es,  Eeee  2 Canon: 


Part.i. 


58° 

w Surius  Tom* 
a.  p .67^.  Ccn- 
tur.  Magd.  6f 
Col.604. 


0 Surius  Tom.i 

р.  ^^.Centur. 
Magi  6.  Col. 
604,  605. 

*4- 

p SeePolydor 
Virgil  de  In- 
vent-. Rerum  1. 5 

с.  2.  & A&.  3. 
Scene  5. 
Bochdlus  De* 
creta  Ecclef. 
Ga!.1.4.Tit.r6 
<■4  5. 

^ Surius  Tom. 
2.p.  7H,7^. 
Carrarvza.  fed. 
150,151,151. 
* SeeSynodus 
Turonica  2.  a= 
pud  Bochelium 
vide  Auguft.de 
.Homil.iis  Eeftu 


Hifirio-MaJUx. 


( n ) Canon:  2 3 ♦ E xtermi- 
nanda  omnino  eft  irreli- 
giofa  confuetudo,  quatn 
vulgus'  per  fancftorum  lo- 
lennitates  agere  confue- 


Can:  23.  That  ir re Itgio us 
cufiome  vs  altogether  to  be  a - 
bandoned,  which  the  common 
people  have  fifed  upon  the  fe - 
ftivals  of  the  Saints  : The 
vit.  Populi,  qui  debent  people  who  ought  to  attend  di- 
oilicia  di  villa  attendere,  i vine  offices,  addiclthem,relves 
ialtationibus  et  turpibus  I wholly  to  dancing  and  filthy 
invigilailt  cailticis,  non  \fongs,  not  onely  doing  hurt  to 
folum  fibi  nocentes , led  j themfelves , but  to  the  offices 
et  religioforum  oificijs*  of  religious  perfons . That 
Hoc  etenim  ut  ab  omni  this  cufiome  may  be  driven  out 
Hifpania  depellatur , da-  of  all  S paine,  ,tt  is  committed 
cerdotum  et  judicum  a to  the  care  of  the  CMinifiers 
concilio  laivfto  curarco-  and  Iudges  by  this  ficred 
mittitur.  ! Councell.  , 

Which  (0)  Canon  was  ratified  by  the  publike  Edifl  of 
King  Reccar edits  , who  punijhedthe  breach  of  it  in  rich 
men, with  the  loffieofthemoity  of their  eftates ; and  the 
violation  of  it  in  the  poorer  fort,  with  perpetuall  exile. 

The  fourteenth,  is.  Concilium  zsdntifiodorenfie , in 
France,  zAnno  614.  (ubferibed  by  45  Tifhops,  abbots 
and  Tresbyters : wherein  there  are  thefe  feverall  Ca- 
nons app!icable  to  our  prefent  theame:the  firft  of  which 
exprelly  condemnes  the  Pagan  original!  of  Playes ; the 
fecond  the  afting  of  them  in  Churches,  ( p ) which  the 
Papifis  ufed:  the  thirdthe  aefting  or  beholding  of  them 
by  Clcrgie  men. 

Can:  1 . It  is  not  lawfull  in 
the  Kalends  of  January  to 
make  any  bonefires  or  filthy 
Tlayes ; or  to  obferve  any  dia - 
bolical  Ifew -y ear e s gifts :but 
let  all  offices  be  fo  performed 


( q)  Canon:  I . Non  li- 
cet Katendis  Ianuarij  ve- 
cola  ant  * cervolo  facere, 
vel  * ftrenas  diabolicas 
obfervare  .*  fed  in  ipfa 
die  fie  omnia  officia  tri- 


Dcrreta  Bcdef.GaU  W.  Vt.7a.7-  & S.  * FortafTeCervula.  De  quo 
rcmpoFe  Serm.tj  5,5c  H.Spelmanni  Glofl.arium.Ccruula.See  Afterii 
&aleaiarunvfc  Alchuvinus  De  Divinis.Offieiisl.  > Here.p. 197,19  8. 

buantur. 


Part.  i. 


Ht/lrio-Maflix. 
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buantur,  13  cut  et  leliquis 
diebus. 

Canon:  9.  Non  liccr  in 
Ecdefia  choros  feculari- 
unrvel  puellarum  cantica 
exercere  y nec  coavivia 
praspararciquia  icriptum 
eftj  D omits  mea  domuso- 
rationis  vocabitur . 

( r) Canon: 40. Non  li- 
cet Preshy  tero  inter  epu- 
lascantare  vel  faltare. 


on  this  day  , as  they  are  upon 
other  dayes. 

Can.  9.  It  is  not  law  full 
for  Quires  of  fecular  men 
or  girleSyto fingfongs,  Dr  pro- 
vide banquets  tn  the  Church : 
for  it  is  written  , My  houfe 
ihall  bee  called  an  houfe  of 


P ryet'  - . . Carranza 

Can.  40.  It  * »<*  Uwfull  make,itCa. 

for  an  Elder  to  ftngor  dance  non^8. 
at  feafls. 

The  fifteenth,  is,  (f)  CapituU  Gracarum  Synodoritm,  1 5* 
colle&ed  by  C Martin  Bifhop  of  Bracara,<*^nno  GDom:  f Sunus  Tom* 
610.  in  which  we  have  thefe  two  Canons.  2* p*7  * 637  5 7* 


(anon:  59.  Non  licet 
facerdotibus  veiclericis 
aliqua  fpeitacula  in  nup- 
tij$,vel  in  convivijs  fpe- 
6tare,  fed  oporteat  ante- 
quatn  ingrediuntur  ipfa 
fpedlacula  furgere  et  re- 
dire  inde. 

Canon .-75.  Nonliceat 
iniquas  obfervationes  a- 
gere  Kalendarum,et  ocijs 
vacare  gentilibus $ neque 
( t ) lauro  aut  viriditate 
arborum  cingere  domos: 

Omni s enim  hare  obfer-  ^ r Trafit  acc0IV 

vatio  Paganifmi  eft.  \ favours  ofTaganifme . din^Iy.  & here 

Which  latter  Canon  comes  home  to  Stage-playes,  A£h8.Sc:ne  $♦ 
who  had  their  originall  from  Paganifme,  as  I have  (v)  v A&i.ac  1. 
largely  proved,  as  well  as  this  condemned  cuftome. 

The  fixteenth  Play-condemning  Councell,is3the  fixth  1 

CounceU  of  ConBantinoplef(x)  Anno  Domini  680.  which  * Earonius  & 
Councell  confiding  of  289  Bifhops,  is  confefled both  by  ^°n“  chrifti 
Beee  3 Prote-  esogea^ 


Can.  59*  It  is  not  Uwfull  fAten{mChrr 
for  CMintflers  or  Clergy  men  ftjanus  nec  ia- 
to  beholde  any  Btage-playes  at  nuam  fiiam 
marriages  or  feafls , but  they  laurcisinjama- 
oughtto  rife  a?td  returne  from  ^ ^ noritetia 
t hence  beforejhe  Stage-play es  2am  cftiisdia- 
enter • bolus  affinxe- 

rit.  Ianura  a 

Can.  73.  It  is  not  Uwfull  ianua&c.  Ter- 
'o&pt  'heyck'J  obfervg, 
ons  of  Kalends,  nor  to  objerve  759. 

the  feftivals  of  the  Cj entiles  \ GiatianCaufa 
nor  yet  to  begirt  or  adorne  Quajft.7* 
houfes  with  laurel  or  oreene  & De 

boughes:  For  all  this  praElife  ^5^*  at  10  * 


5^2 


Hijlrio-Maflix. 


Part,  i 


j Centur.Mag. 
7.C0I.414.  Dr. 
Crakcnthorp 
his  Vigilius 
Dormitans. 
London  \6  $ 1. 
cap.  1 fed.19. 
p.^Of. 

z Baronms  & 
Spondanus 
Anno  Cbrifti 
6 So. fed.  1.  Sec 
Surius,  Binius, 
Crab,  Niccoli- 
mis,Carranza, 
& Merlin  ac« 
coidmgly  in 
their  Colle&i- 
onsof  Coun= 
cels. 

t Surius Torn.1 
p.  1044.  Car- 
ranza fol.  191. 


/Surius  Tom.4 
p.  1048.  Car- 
ranza fol.  1 94. 
% Nota  bene. 


(y ) Troteftants , and  (z,)  Tapifls , to  be  cecumenicall; 
and  fo  the  Canons  ofit(ei‘pecially  in  point  of  difcipline) 
oblige  all  Chriftians  to  renounce  all  Stage-playes , all 
Stage^players,  which  they  have  much  condemned , as 
thefe  enfuing  Canons  witnefle. 

Can.  24.  It  [hall  not  bee 
l awful l for  any  who  are  in  the 
order  of  ‘Trie ft s or  (Jteonhes, 
to  bee  prefent  at  horfe-raccs  , 
or  to  atl,or  fee  a part  in  Stage • 
plates  IB  tit  if  any  C^erfff  man 
be  called  to  marriages , when 
thefe  deceit  full  [ports  [hall  en- 
ter , let  him  arife  and  depart % 
the  do  Urine  of  our  Fathers  fa 
commanding . If  any  bee  con- 
vi  tied  of  this  thing , either  let 
him  give  over  , or  let  hint  be 
depofed.  See-pag.  575 ,$76* 
57%,  58 1,  accordingly. 


( e ) (fanon:  24.  Ne  cui 
liceat  eorum  , qui  in  fa- 
cerdotali  ordine  enume- 
rantur,vel  monachorum, 
in  equoru  curriculis  fub- 
fiftere^  vel  fcenicos  ludos 
fuftinere.  Sed  etfi  quis 
Cleridtis  ad  nuptias  vo- 
cetur,  quando  ad  decep- 
tione  comparata  ludicra 
ingrefla  fuerint,  furgat  et 
dilcedat,  Patrum  noftro- 
rum  fic  j ubente  doftri- 
na.  Si  quis  autem  ejus  rei 
convi<ftus  fiierit,  vel  ce£ 
fet,vel  depona^ir. 

(f)  Can : 5 1 « is  moft  ex - 
prcjfe  in  point . * Omnino 
prohibet  ha?cfan<fta.,  et 
univerialis  Synodus  eos 
qui  dicuntur  Mimos  et 
eorum  fpedacula:deinde 
venationum  quoque  ipe- 
ftationes,  eafq;  qua?  hunt 
infeena,  faltationes  per- 
fici.  Si  quis  autem  pras- 
fentem  Canon em  con- 
tempferit,  et  fe  alicui  eo- 
rum qua?  font  vetita  de- 
derit;  ft  fit  quidem  Cleri 
cus,  deponatur ; ft  verb 
Laicus/egregetur. 


Can.  $ 1.  is  moft  puncftuall. 
This  facred  and  univerfall 
Synode  doth  utterly  prohibit 
thofe  who  are  called  Stage - 
flayers  and  their  interludes  ; 
together  with  the  Spe Slades 
of  huntings , and  thofe  dan- 
ces that  are  made  upon  the 
Stage.  And  if  any  [hall  con - 
temne  this  prefent  (ft anon,  and 
[hall  give  himfelfe  to  any  of 
thefe  things  that  are  prohibi- 
ted ; tfhee  be  a C^erZy  nsany 
let  him  be  depofed ; but  if  a 
Lay. man,  let  him  bee  excom- 
municate*f. 

Canon: 


Part.  i. 


Hiprio-Maflix. 


(g)  Canon:  6\.  Eos 
quoque  fexennij  canoni 
fub/ici  oportet  y qui  ur- 
fos,  vcl  ejufmodianima- 
lia  ad  ludum  et  (implici- 
orum  noxum  circumfe- 
mnt;  ac  fortunam,  a c fa- 
tu,ec  genealogia,et  quo- 
rundam  e/ufmodi  verbo- 
rum  multitudinem  ex 
fallacia?  impofturaeq;  nu- 
gis  proferunt;  eofq;  qui 
impra:catores3  remedio- 
rumque  amuletorumque 
pra?bitores  et  vates  ap- 
pellantur.  Eos  autem  qui 
in  i;s  pcrfiftunt , et  non 
ab  ejufmodi  perniciofis 
gentilibufq;  ftudi/s  aver- 
iantur  et  aurugiunt , Ec- 
clefia  omnino  exturban- 
dos  decrevimus,  ficut  et 
facri  Canones  dicunt. 
( h ) Qua  enim  efl  luci 
cum  tenebris  communica- 
tion ut  ait  Apoftolus  ? vel 
qua  temp  to  Dei  cum  Ido - 
lis  confentiolvel  qua  fide- 
li  cu  infideli  pars  eft  ?<  qua 
aute  Cbrifto  cum  Belial 
Concordia  et  confentio  ? 

(i)  Canon: 6i.  Kalen- 
das  qua?  dicuntur,et  vota 
brumaliaqua?  vocantur, 
et  qui  in  primo  Marti/ 
mentis  die  fitconventus, 
ex  fidelium  emtare  om- 
§ nino 


Can.  61.  Thofe  alfo  ought 
to  befubjett  to  fixe  y ear es  ex- 
communication  , who  carry  a- 
bout  * b ear  es  or  fuch  lik?  crea- 
tures for  Jport , to  the  hurt  of 
flmple  people  ; or  tell  fortunes 
or  fates,  and  genealogies , and 
utter  a multitude  of  fuch  like 
words  out  of  the  toyes  offal- 
lacy  and  impoflure : and  thofe 
alfo  who  are  ft  tied  charmers , 
givers  ef  remedies  and  amu- 
lets, and  prophets.  And  thofe 
who  perfift  in  thefe  things, and 
are  not  turned  from  fuch  per- 
nicious and  heathenifh  pralH- 
fes , or  doe  not  jhunne  them ; 
wee  decree , that  they  {hall 
wholly  bee  thrufl  out  of  the 
Church,  even  as  the  holy  Ca- 
nons af  fir  me.  For  what  com- 
munion hath  light  with  dark- 
ncflc , as  the  Apoflle  faith?  or 
what  agreement  hath  the 
temple  of  God  with  Idols?or 
what  part  hath  a beleever 
with  an  infidel?  or  what  con- 
cord or  agreement  is  there 
betweene  Chrift  and  Be- 
lial ? 

Can.tf2.  Thofe  things  that 

are  called  Kalends , and  thofe 
that  are  named  winter  wifljes , 
and  that  meeting  which  is 
made  upon  the  fir II  day  of 
OWarch , wee  will  {ball  bee 
wholly 


g Surius  Tom, 
4-p.  1049* 
Carranza.fol, 

% See  Tohn 
Fields. Decla- 
ration of  Gods 
Iudgementat 
Paris  Garden: 
& Mr.  Stubs 
his  Anatomy 
of  Abufespag. 

againftBeares 

baiting. 


h i Cor,  6. 


i Surius  Tom.:, 
p.  1049.  Car- 
ranza fol.  1 9 Jo 
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A.Deut.  22.5. 
Sec  here  Aft. 
$.  Scene 
throughout. 
Hinc  Charon* 
das  etiam  le* 
gem  pofuit, 
contra  figno- 
rum  ordmum- 
que  in  bellis 
defer  to  res3aut 
arma  pro  pa. 


nino  rolli  volumus  •*  fed 
ct  publicas  mulieru  falta- 
tiones,  multam  noxam, 
exitiumq;afferentei : quin 
etiam  eas,  qua?  nomine 
eorum  qui  feifo  apud 
Grascos  dij  nominati 
funt,  vel  nomine  virorfi 
ac  mulierum  Hunt  faltati- 
ones  ac  myfteria  more 
tnae  tutela  om.  antiquo  et  a vita  Chrifti- 

iSSSSr anorum  a^enoj  amanda- 
viri  muliebri  mus  et  Cxpellimussftatu- 
entes  ut  ( k)  nullus  dein- 
cep  s muliebri  vefte  in- 
duatur,  vel  mulier  vefte 
viro  conveniente.  Sed 
neque  comicas,  veliaty- 
rica^^  vel  tragicas  perfo- 
nas  induat,  neque  exe- 
crandi  Bacchi  nomen,  u- 
vamin  torcularibus  ex- 
primentes,  invocent;  ne- 
que vinum  in  dolijs  ef- 
fiindentes,  rifum  move- 
ant,  ignorantia  velvani- 
tateea  qua;  a dasmonis 
impoftura  procedunt  ex- 
ercentes.  Eos  ergo  qui 
deinceps  aliquid  eorum, 
qux  feripta  funr,  aggre- 
dietur  uti  ad  horu  cogni* 
tione  pervenerint^  li  lint 
quidem  Clerici , deponi 
fubemus  ; fi  verb  Laid, 
fegregari. 

weaiinq  of  womens  appatcil  was  among  the 
rery  heathen, 3e  Hiall  it  not  be  much  more  odi- 
ous among  Chriftians? 


veftituamifti 
triduum  in  fo? 
ro  defiderent : 
quae  con  Situs 
tiocum  leges 
alibi  fancitas 
humanitate  • 
praeftat,  turn 
diflfimulanter 
probri  magnis 
tudine  eiufmo* 
diingenio  prse* 
ditos  ab  efFses 
minata  mollis 
tiedeterrer.  Si- 
quidem  morte 
expcterc  longe 
praeftat,  quam 
tan  turn  igno- 
miniae  dcdecus 
in  pattia  expe- 
riri.  Diodorpn 
Siiului  bttl.Hifl 
1. 12.  feSh  t ?.  p. 
420.  which 
fliewes  how 
execrably  infa* 
mous  mens 


wholly  taken  away  out  of  the 
Citty  of  the  faith  full : at  al- 
fo  we  wholly  forbid  and  ex  fell 
the  pub  like  dancing  of  women 
bringing  much  hurt  and  de- 
ft million  : and  likewife  thofc 
dances  and  my  ft  eries  that  are 
made  tn  the  name  ofthofeywho 
are  faljly  named  Gods  among 
•the  Grecians , or  in  the  name 
of  men  andwomen,  after  the 
ancient  manner  far  re  differing 
from  the  life  of  Chnftians  * 
ordaining  that  no  man  Jhall 
henceforth  bee  clothed  in  wo- 
mans apparelly  nor  no  woman 
in  mans  aray.  ISfeither  may 
any  one  put  on  comicallfatyri • 
call  or  tragi  call  vizards  in  8n • 
ter l udes,  neither  may  they  in* 
vocate  the  name  of  execrable 
'Bacchus , when  as  they  preffe 
their  grapes  in  winepreffes  • 
neither  pouring  out  wine,  m 
tubbes , may  they  provoke 
laughter  , exercifrng  thofe 
things  through  ignorance  or 
vanity  which  proceed  fr-om  the 
impofture  of  the  T>ivel.Thofe 
I therefore  who  hereafter  fball 
j attempt  any  of  thefc  things 
| that  are  written  , after  they 
i J. hall  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
j them  ; if  they  be  Clergy  men , 
i we  command  them  to  be  depo - 
| fed ; and  if  Lay  men  > to  bee 
excommunicated. 

I Canon : . 


Part,  i . 
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(l)  (fanon:  65.  Quiin 
Novilunijs  a quibuldam 
ante  fuas  odicinas  et  do- 
mos  accenduntur  rogos, 
fupra  quos  etiam  antiqua 
quadam  coni'uetudine  la- 
lire  inepte  et  delire  fo- 
lent,  juhemus  deinceps 
ceflare.  Quifquis  ergo 
tale  quid  fecerit ; fi  Tic 
Clericus,deponatur5  fin 
autem  Laicus,  fegrege- 
tur.  In  (m)  quarto  enim 
Libro  Regu  fcriptu  eft, 
Ft  edificavit  Manafes 
altare  univerfie  militia 
call  in  duo  bus  atrijs  do- 
wns Dei,  et  filios  finos 
traduxit  per  ignem , &c. 
et  ambulavit  in  eo  tit  fa- 
ceret  malum  coram  'Do- 
mino ,ut  ehm  adirampro - 
vocaret. 

Canon:  66.  A fancfta 
Cbrifti  Dei  noftri  refur- 
recftionis  die  ufque  ad 
novum  Dominicum  tota 


Can.  65.  Tbofe  bone  fires 
that  are  kindled  by  certaine 
people  on  T^ew  moones  before 
their  fhops  and  houfes  , over 
■which  aljo  they  ufe  ridicu - 
loufiy  and  foolijbly  to  leaps 
by  a certaine  ancient  cuftome , 
we  command  them  from  hence- 
forth to  ceafe.iVhoever  there- 
fore fijall  doe  any  (uch  things  if 
he  be  a C^erFJ  wan,  let  him  be 
depofed-:  if  a Layman  Jet  him 
be  excommunicated.F  or  in  the 
fourth  Booke  of  the  Kings , tt 
is  thus  written.  And  ManafTes 
built  an  altar  to  all  the  hoaft 
of  heaven,  in  the  two  courts 
of  the  Lords  houfe5and  made 
his  children  to  pafte  through 
the  fire,&c.  and  walked  in  it 
that  he  might  doeevili  in  the 
fight  of  the  Lord  to  provoke 
him  to  wrath. 

Can: 66!  From  the  holy  day 
ofChrifloser  God  his  refurre- 
ttton  to  the  new  Lords  day , the 


fait  hf nil  (ox  Chriftians)0#g6f 
feptimana  in  Ecclefi/s  to  fpend  the  whole  weeke  in 
vacate  fideles  iugitero-  1 their  Churches ,re)oycmg  with- 
out internujjion  in  Chrifi,  in 
celebrating  that  feafi  with 
pfalmes  and  hymnes  and Jpi/i - 
tuallfongs(x\ot  with  dancing, 
ftage-playes,  dicej  tables,  or 
fuch  like  revel-rout ) addi- 
FHng  their  mindes  to  the  ( n ) 
quifgranenfc Can.iij.Toletanfi  $%Can,7.Sc  Leo  Epift.Decrer.gn.TO. 

ri/*l  Ffff  ' 


portetpfalmis  et  hymnis 
et  fpiritualibus  canticis 
in  Chrifto  gaudentes*  fe- 
ftumq;  celebrantes,(»)  et 
divinarum  Scripturarum 
le&ioni  mentem  adhi- 
bentes,  et  famftis  myfte- 


i Surius  Torr.i 

р.  104^. See  bo- 
tore  p.  ii.  Car- 
ranza fol.  96, 
m 4 Kings  2- 1. 
<,6,&c.  Bones 
fires  therefore 
had  their  ori- 
gins Ii  from 
this  idolatrous 
cuftome  as  this 
gencrallCoun- 
cell  hath  defi- 
ned ; therefore 
all  Chriftians 
fliould  avoid 
then?. 

n Lay  men 
therfore  ought 
to  read  the  ferip 
tures  by  this 
general  Coun- 
cels  refolution. 
See  Canon  6$, 
95  & Apofto- 
lorumCanoncs 
Can.  84.  Clc= 
mens  Conftit. 
Apoftol.l.r,  c. 

5, 6,7,8.  2.C# 

61.C0ncil.La- 
odiccnuin  Can 
l6>  59»  Car. 
thag.?.Can.47 
& 4.Can.98, 
99-Araufica- 
numi.Can.i8, 
Tarraconenfe 
Can.ij.Valen* 
tinum  Can.'s. 
Nicenu  i.Can. 
2.t  c.  Cabile- 
nenfe:.Can.J4 
19,  66, 67.  A* 

с. i  .accordingly. 
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Part. 


i. 


oSuriusTorv.i 
p.  105?.  Car- 
ranza foJ.  \$6% 
p Pror.4. 

9 Sec*  Sy  nodus 
Auguftenfis 
Anno  if  4$. 
c2p.28.the  2. 
part  of  the  ho- 
snely  againft 
the  Pcnllof  l- 
dolatry,  p.72, 
73*  Bernard.ad 
Gulielmum 
Abbatem  Apo- 
logia. Aelredus 
Speculum  cha- 
riiaiis  c.52. 
Bibl.Patr.Tom 
F*  84.  <3c 
Speculum  cha* 
ritatis  1.2.0.14. 

Ibid*  p.  11  f. 
Mapheus  Vc- 
gius  Dc  Edu. 
cationelibero* 
rum!ib.r.c.i4, 

Y Taliaetiam 
SpccJacula  et 
tabularum  et 
fabularurn  pro* 
hibemuf.Qua- 
re  Magjftrati- 
bus  adhibenda 
.cura  eft  ut  ne 
queftgnisneq; 
tabulis  obfea?- 
nitas  ulla  aut 
fxditas  oftens 
dauiTjPolttJrf. 
fv?7. 


rijs  jucunde  et  laute  fru- 
entes.  Sic  enim  cu  Chri- 
fto  exaitabimur , etuna 
refurgemus.  Nequaquam 
ergo  prasdidis  die  bus , 
eqaorum  curfiis.  vel  ali- 
cjuod  publicu  fiat  fpeda- 
Ciiiu.  Which  if  this  (foun- 
cel  may  be  credited,are  no 
fit  {ports  for  holy  times . 

(f anon:  ji. Eos  qui  do- 
centur  leges  civiles  Gra> 
eis  monbus  uti  non  o- 
portet ; et  neque  in  thea- 
trum  induci?  nec  eas  quse 
dicuntur  cyliftras  pera- 
gere  &c.  Si  quis  autem 
deinceps  hoc  facere  aufus 
fueritdegregerur. 

(0 )(fanon:  I oo«  ( p )0- 
cuh  tm  reel  a afticiant,  et 
omni  cuftodia  ferva  cor 
tuum , jubet  fapientia. 
Corporis  enim  fenfus  fua 
facile  in  animam  eftim- 
dunt.  ( cj)  Piduras  er- 
go quse  oculos  prasftrin- 
gunt,et  mentem  corrum- 
punt,  et  ad  turpium  vo- 
luptatum  movent  incen- 
dia^nulio  modo  deinceps 
imprimijubemus.Si  quis 


reading  of  the  holy  Scriptures, 
and  chearfully  and  richly  en- 
joying  the  holy  Sacraments . 
For  thus  wee  {hall  bee  exalted 
with  ferift  , and  n{e  toge- 
ther with  him.  'Ey  no  meanes 
therefore  on  theforefaid  dayes 
let  there  be  any  horf  e-race  , or 
any  pub  like  fhewe  or  ft  age- 
pi  aye  made . 

Can:  71.  Thofe  who  are 
taught  civill  lawes , ought  not 
to  ufe  (freeki  manners  or  cu~ 
ftomes  ; neither  ought  they  to 
be  brought  into  the  theatre,  or 
to  prattife  any  playes  called 
(fyliftra . If  any  man  {hall pre- 
fume to  doe  the  contrary , let 
him  be  excommunicated. 

Can:  100.  Let  thine  eyes 
behold  right  things, and  keep 
thine  heart  with  diligence,  is 
the  command  of  wifdome« 
For  the  fenfes  of  the  body  doe 
eaftly  inf  ufe  their  objects  into 
the  foule.  Therefore  wee  com- 
mand , that  fuch  pictures  as 
da<,ell  the  eyes  y corrupt  the 
minde,  and  ftirre  up  flames  of 
filthy  lufts  , be  not  henceforth 
made  or  printed 


autem  hoc  facere  agsref- 


or  printed  upon  any 
tearmes . <fiAnd  if  any  [hall  at- 
tempt to  doe  it,  let  him  be  de - 

fus  fuerit,  deponatur. 

Some  of  thefe  recited  Canons^s  Canon  61, 65  8c too* 
condemne  all  Bearehards , *B earebaiting^  B onefires,  and 
filthy  pi  Hurts , ( which  (r)  z/frifiotle  himfelfe  cpn- 

demnes) 
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Hijlrio-Maftix. 


587 


demnes.*)yet  vvithall  they  oppugne  Stage-playes/A*  obli- 
quo  .there  being  betweene  them  and  Piayes  fo  great  ana- 
logic*,that  the  eenfure  of  one  is  the  condemnation  of  the 
other.But  the  other  Canons  arefo  pun&uall/oexpreffe 
againrt  them, that  there  can  be  no  evahon  from  them. 

The  leventeenth  Synodicali  authority  againft  Stagc- 
playes,  is,  Synodus  Francica,  under  Pope  Zachary  Anno 
Dom.j^z.  which  runnes  thus* 

(f)  lllas  venationes  et  j We  prohibit  thofe  huntings 
filvaticas  vagationes  cu ! and  flvaticall  wandrings  a 


canibus  omnibus  lervis 
Dei  ( jp caking  of  f/ergie 
interdicimus.  Simi- 
liter ut  accipitres  vel  fal- 
cones  non  habeant.  De- 
crevimus  quoq;  ut  fecun* 
dum  Canones  unufquifq; 
Epifcopus  in  fua  paro- 
•chia  folicitudinem  adhi- 
beat,  adjuvante  Graphi- 
one,  qui  defenfor  Eccle- 
f\x  eft , utpopulus  Dei 
* Paganias  non  faciat, 
fedut  omnes  fpurcitias 
gentilitatis  abjiciat  et  re- 
ip  uat,  fiveprophana  fa- 
crificia  mortuorum,  five 
forti legos  vel  di vinos  , 
&c.(ive  hoftias  immola- 
titias,  quas  ftulti  homi- 
nes -juxta  Ecclefias  ritu 
piganico  fkiunt,  fub  no- 
mine fan&orum  marty- 
rum  vel  confefloru,  Dcu 
et  fuos  fandos  ad  ira* 
cundiam  et  vindiftse  gra- 
vitate provocantes.  Sive 
illos 


broad  with  bounds  to  all  the 
fervants  of  god , and  likewife 
that  they  keepe  neither  hattkes 
nor  falcons . Wee  decree  alfo 
that  according  to  the  (fanons 
every  Btjhop  in  his  parifh  [hall 
take  care , the  Cjraphio  or  (fu- 
rate , who  is  defender  of  the 
(f  h ttrch 3affi fling  him , that  the 
people  of  God  make  no  Fagan 
feafts  or  interludes , but  that 
they  rejeft  and  abominate  all 
the  uncleannefl'es  of gent  Hi fme , 
whether  prophane  facrifices  of 
the  dead , or  fortune-tellers, 
or  diviners ,&c.  or  immolated 
facrifices  , which  foolifh  men 
make  near  unto  Churches, after 
the  Pagan  manner , provoking 
God  and  his  Saints  to  wrath, 
and  vengeance .$s4nd  that  they 
diligently  inhibit  thofe  facri - 
legions  fires  which  they  call 
2^edfri , ( or  bone  fires  ) and 
all  other  obfervations  of  the 
Pagans  whatfoever . Which 
Canon  is  Bewife  ratified 

Ffff  2 in 


f Surius  Tom. 

Seclo- 
annis  Sarisbca 
rienfis  Dc  Nti- 
gis  Curialiunt 
lib.i,cap*4.a- 
gainfl  hunting 
and  haukiag. 
Ambrofe  Ser. 
41.  Tora.f.p. 
29.inPfaI.il  8. 
Otton.8.Tom, 
1.  p.  446.  a#  b. 

BomfaciiEpift, 
105.  Bibl.Patr. 
Tom.  8.  p.  1 11, 
Petrus  Blefen- 
fisEpift.f6.  & 
61.  Gratian* 
Diftin&io  a. 
HRabanus 
Maums  Tom* 
f«p.6of* 

* Carra  iza/ol* 
204-  b.Can,  y, 
reades  it  Pagi- 
nas , but  cors= 
ruptlyj  which 
Synodus  Suek 
fionenfisthus 
expounds^Po- 
pulus  C'.riftir 
anusPaganifi 
fTnum  non  fa-  j 
ciar. 
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$ Surius  Tom* 


18. 

t Surius  Tom.j 
Concil.p.  48, 
49*Baronius  & 
Spondanus 
Anno  Chrift 
787.  fed.  1. 
v Surius  Tom. 
?.p.  196.  Car- 
ranza fo].  54.  . 
Cah.f. 

x iCor,i9.$r. 


^ Efay  5,11,1a 


Hijirio-Majlix. 


illos  facrilegos  ignes  [ in  (t ) Synodo  Sueffionenfi,fHb 
quos  Nedfri  vocant,five  I Childerico  Rege , about  the 
omnes  qusecumquefunt  1 felfe  (ame  yeare  wherein  this 
Paganoru  obfervationes,  • Synode  was  held, 
diligenter  prohibeant.  I 

The  eighteenth  Play-oppugning  Councell,  is,  Syno- 
dus  T^jcana  i%*s4nno  cDom:  785.  or  787.  in  which  there 
were  ( t ) prefent  3 50.  or  377.  Bifiops,  as  Tome  record: 
which  Councell(commorily  reputed  the  7.cecumenicali 
or  univerlall  CouncelOdetermines  thus  ofStage-playes. 


(v)  Canon:  22.  Deo 
quidem  univerfum  dedi- 
cate et  non  proprijs  vo- 
luntatibus  fervire  res 
magna  eft.  (x  ) Sive 
enim  edit  is , five  bibi- 
tis , inquit  divinus  Apo- 
ftoius  0 mm  a in  cDei  glo - 
riam  facite  &c.  Cuivis 
ergo  homini  necefle  eft 
comedere  ur  vivat , ct 
quibus  eft  vita  quidem 
marrimonij,  et  iiberoru, 
et  laici  conftitutionis,im‘ 
mixtim  comedere  viros 
et  mulieres  eft  ab  omni 
reprehenhone  alienum,fi 
modo  ei  qui  dat  nutri- 
mentu  gratias  agunt;noh 
cu  fcenicis  quibufda  ftu- 
dijs  , five  fatanicis  canti- 
cis  et  citharaedicis  ac 
meretrieijs  vocibus  , 
quos  prophetica  execra- 
tio  profequitur  fic  dices: 
(y)Vaqut  cit  cythara  et 
ffalterio  vinu  bibmtfDo* 
mini 


Can  ill.  Verily  to  dedicate 
all  to  Cjod , and  not  to  ferve 
our  owne  wills,  is  a great  mat- 
ter : For  whether  ye  eate  or 
drinke  (fiitb  the  divine  <±A- 
poftle  )or  whatsoever  ye  doe, 
doe  all  to  the  praife  and  glo- 
ry of  God,&C.  It  is  necejfary 
therefore  for  every  man  to  eate 
that  he  may  live\and  thofe  who 
live  a married  life , and  have 
children , and  are  of  a lay  con- 
dition, for  them  to  eate  men 
and  women  together  is  farre 
from  a/lreproofe , if  fro  be  they 
give  thankes  to  him  who  gi - 
veth  foode ; not  with  Stage - 
playes , or  certaine  theatricall 
prattifes  , or  with  fitnnicall 
fongs  , or  cither edicall  and 
meretricious  tunes  which  the 
propheticall  execration  purfu- 
eth  in  thefe  words : Woe  unto 
them  who  drinke  wine  with 
the  harpe  and  viol , but  they 
regard  not  the  workc  of  the 
Lord,  & the  operation  of  his 
hands 
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mini  ante  Optra  non  re  (pi-  [ hands  they  confidcr  .opt.  And 
riant  yet  opera  manuii  ejus  1 if  there  be  any  fuyh  as  theft 
nonconfderant.Ezfic\ibi\  among  (fhrifhans , let  them 
tales  fuerint  inter  Chri-  be  fever  ely  pumjhed. 
fHaiio$,corrigancur.  I . . d 

Which  Canon  ceacheth  us,Firft,that  Stage-playes  and 
ribaldry  Tongs  or  mulicMre  no  fit  paftimes  for  Chrifti- 
ans  to  praiTe  the  Lord  withaUoaieftiyall  and  foiemne 
feafqns*  W hich^ondetn nes  the  if  dia- 

bolical praftife  of: thofe , heath pn  Chriftians , who  p,fe 
them  moftatfuch  times  as  thefe.  Secondly,  that  they 
are  directly  contrary  to  the  Scripture  , and  utterly  un- 
lawfull,  not  onely  to  Minifters  , but  to  lay  men  too. 
Thirdly.,  that  thofe  Chriftians  who  frequent  or  ufe 
them,  ought  to  befeverely  puniflted,by  the  exprefle  re- 
folution  of  this  whole  general  l Councell  4 in  which  all 
Chriftian  Churches,  were  prefent  by  their  Delegates. 

The  nineteenth  xs^Sy  nodus  Turonenfis  3.  under  Charles 
the  Great,  * Anno  Christ  813.  which  determines  thus 
of  Stage-players  and  their  Enteriudes,*^/- Chrifiians 
Should  avoid  them , as  the  enfuing  Cations  tellife 

(<>)  Canon . 7.  Ab  om-  J Can:  7.  The  {JWiniflers  of 
nibus  quxcuq:  adauriu  1 God  oughtto  abflaine  from  all 
et  ad  oculoru  pertinent  J allurements  whatfbever  , be- 
longing either  to  the  eares  or 
eyes , from  whence  the  vigour 
of  the  mi,nde  may  be  thought 


illicebras,  unde  vigor  a 
nimi  emolliri  pofle  cre- 
datur  (quod  de  ahquibus 
generibus  muficorum,  a- 
liifq;  nonnullis  rebus  fen' 
tiri  poteft)  Dei  facerdo- 
tes  abftinere  debent:  quia 
per  auriu  oculoruq;  illi- 
cebras vitioru  turba  ad 
anima  ingredi  folet.  Hi- 
ftrionum  quoq;  turpiu , 
et  obfcamorum  infolen- 
tias  jocorum  ,et  ipfi  om- 
nino 


£>.'!  , : , 'OI 


-on"”  t;  \ ! 
ini  it?  I rf  :j 
W-;i;;cv 


to  be  effeminated , ( which  may 
be  conceived  of  cert aine  kin  ds s 
of  muftcke  , and  fome  other 
things:  ) becatife  through  the 
intifements  of  the  eyes"  and 
eares  , the  troope  of  vices  is 
wont  to  enter  into  the  [bale. 
They  ought  likewiCe  wholly  to 
efchew  the  infolencies  of  filthy 
Stnge-p layers  , and  of  obfcene 

Ffffi  jep> 


*?• 

2 Surius  ToWio 
3.fp/i74.  Sec 
Capit.  Caroli 
Hagni  Apud 
Bochellum  De- 
creta  EccleC 
Ga!.1.4.Tit.r0 

c-  19-  p.*49.& 
Tit.  10.  c.  6.  pfl 
^9?.  where  hec 
prohibits  all 
enterludes,dan* 
cing., filthy  and 
deboift  longs  c 
and  diaholicall 
Playes  in  the 
ftreetes,in  hou. 
fes , or  in  any 
other  places  utr 
der  paine  of  ex-^ 
commumcati* 
on  , becaufe 
they  were  but 
reliquesof  Pa* 
ganifme. 
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^ See  Concil  nino  effugcre,  caeterifque 

Wormatienfc , effagicnda  prsedicare  de- 
Anao  8^8.  . ® 

Can. 17. Surius  D ’ 0 *c  J 

Tom.;.  p.5i  J.  Canon: 8.  * Sacerdoti- 

accordmgly.  bus  non  expedit,  fecula- 
Where  this  po  ribus  et  turpibus  quibuf- 

naltyis  added.  ii5et  interefl’e  jocis : ve- 
Ouod  11  quis  . c 

barum  perfo-  nationes  quoque  ferarum 


j&fis , and  alfo  to  preach  to  o- 
tbers  , that  they  ought  to  be 
avoided. 

Can.*  8.  It  is  not  expedient1 
that  L Miniflers  fhould  be  prr-* 
fent  at  any  fecttlar  and  difho- 
nefi  Playes  or  Jports  ; neither 
may  they  follow  the  hunting 
either  of  wilde  beafts  or 
birds . 


narum  hac  fue-  vel  avium  minnne 
tit  voluptate  dtentur. 
dctcntusjbpiP 

copus  tribus  menfibus  fc  a communione  (ufpendat  3 presbyter  duobus  men(ibus3dia« 
conus  uno  men/e  ab  omni  officio  et  communione  abftinear. 

20.  The  twentieth , is , Synodus  Cabilonenfls  j.  under 

«‘Surius  Tom.  Charles  the  Great , zAnno  Chritti  813.  which  defines 
3*p'<>a79p  thus  of  Players  and  Stage-playes  ; that  not  onely  C^&J 

Matifconer  fe  * men>  but  even  all  manner  of  (f hr  i (Hans  ought  wholly  to  a- 
2.  Anno  s 88.  bandon  them : WitnefTe  this  Canon  whichis  almoftthc 
Agathcnfe  An.  fame  with  the  laft  recited# 


no  4^0.  Nane-  (a)  Can:^.  Ab  omnibus 
tenfeii^.An.  oculorum  auriumq;  ille- 

S^'ctbrii 

1404.  Carno.  nere  debent,  et  * canum, 
tenfc  15  t6.$e=  accipitrum,  falconu,  vel 
rionenfe  x*m«  casteraru  hujufmodireru 

f,Sud  ™ Parvi  Pendf e 5 « 

Bochellum  De-  hiftrionum  five  feurro- 
cret.Ecclef.Gal.  num,et  turpium,  feuob- 
18.  De  fcxnorum  jocorum  iiifo- 
Clenco  Vena-  lentiam  noil  folum  ipfi 
tore  p.  1014,  r * . f 

Jo*?,  accor-  "[P™*.  verum  etiam 
dingly.  fidelibus  refpuenda  per- 
cenfeant. 


Can  :$>.  C Jlfinifters  ought  to 
abfiaine  fiom  all  wanton  en- 
tifements  of  the  eyes  and  cares , 
and  to  neglett  or  difregard  the 
care  of  aogges,  haukes,  fal- 
cons , and  fuch^other  things  : 
and  not  onely  they  themfelves 
ought  to  contemne  the  infolen - 
cy  of  Stage-players  , letters , 
and  of  filthy  or  obfeene  jefis 
and  paftimes  , but  hkewife  to 
beleeve  and  teach  , that  they 
ought  to  bee  rejetted  of  all 


21. 


fatthfull  Chriflians . 

Th  e 2 1 . is.  Concilium  (Moguntiacum  under  the  fame 


Emperour  zAnno  813.  w 

b SurmsTom.  ;i4.Miniftri 

3*P4a  7>l  • autem  Altaris  Domini, 

vel 


nere  I findethis  Canon. 

Can : 1 4.  We  decree  that  the 
Lfttinifiers  of  the  Lords  zAl- 

tar 
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vel  monachi , nobis  pla- 
cuit  ut  a negotijs  fecula- 
ribus  omnino  abrtineant. 
Mnlta  lunt  fecularia  ne- 
gotia  &c.  videlicet:,  con- 
du&ores  aut  procurato- 
res  efle  lecularium  reru: 
turpis  verbi  vel  fadti  * 
joculatorem  efle,  vel  jo- 
cum  feculare  diligere,  a- 
leas  amare,  (c)ornamen- 
tu  inconveniens  propo- 
fito  fuo  quasrere,,  in  deli- 
cijS  vivere  velle,  gulam 
et  ebrietate  fequi ; canes 
et  aves  fequi  ad  venan- 
dum.  Ecce  talia  ethis  fi- 
milia  ( under  which  all 
Stngeplayes  are  included j 
miniftris  alcaris  Domini 
et  monachis  omnino  co- 
tradicimus,de  quibus  di- 
cit  Apoftolus.  Nemo  mi- 
lit  arts  Deo  , imp  lie  at  fe 


tar  & Monkes.Jhall  altogether 
abftaine  from  fee ular  affaires , 
T^ow  there  are  many  fecular 
bufinefes  ; as  to  be  hirers  or 
follicitors  of  fecular  affaires  ; 
to  be  a jefier  or  attour  of  filthy 
words  or  deedes  ; or  to  love  a 
fecular  jefi^to  affett  dicing-  to 
feeke  after  fuch  attire  or  or- 
naments which  are  inconveni- 
ent for  his  degree , to  defire  to 
live  in  pleafures , to  follow 
hounds  and  haukes  a hunting . 
Loe  thefeand  fuch  like  things 
(which  include  all  Stage- 
playes,  dancing,  and  feurri- 
lous  fongs  and  mulicke)  wee 
altogether  forbid  the  U^fini- 
fters  of  the  Lords  Altar,  and 
Monks s:  Qf  whom  the  Apoflle 
faith  thus,  {d)  No  man  that 
warreth  to  the  Lord  intan- 
gleth  himfelfe  in  fecular  af- 
faires. 


Such  arc  all 
the  Foolcs  or 
Clownes  in 
Stage.playes. 
c SeeConcil. 
Colonienfc 
Anno  i f $ 
pars  i.cap.itf* 


d aTim.M. 


pegotijs  fecularibus . 

The  2*. is  Sy  nodus  Rhemenfis 3 under  the  fame  Empe- 
rour  Anno  Chritti  813.  concurring  with  the  former. 


72. 


(e)fanon:  1 7.  Vt  Epi- 
fcopiet  Abbatesante  fe 
joc a turpia  facere  non 
permittant,  fed  (f)  pau- 
peres  et  indigentes  ad 
menfam  fecum  habeant* 
( which  many  of  them  now 
*di[daineto  fpeakto,much 
lejfeto  eat e with,  though 
Chrift  (f)  commands  it) 
et 


Can:  17.  Wee  decree,  that  e SuriusTom.} 
Bi/hops  and  Abbots  permit  no  *'* 
fecular  Playes  or  jefis  to  bee 
made  before  them  ; but  let 
them  have  the  poore  and  nee- 
dy with  them  at  their  tables  : 

(which  fome  now  fcorne  as  /Luke  14.  ut 
a difparagement  to  their  1 ?,  14,  »*. 
greatneffe:)  let  the  reading  of  1 Cor.  13.3, 
the  Scripture  found  forth  Iol>  29,11,1  * 
there, 


>klam.2.i,3. 
Id- 


c.3  r,x5,to  ;ob 
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g I Cor.1c.3i. 


b SuriusTom. 

3«P«?47- 
i Ifiodorus  de 
Officiis).  2.0.1. 

Surius  Ibid.p. 

in*. 

^Surius  Tom.  3 

p.  3 57- 
t See  Concil. 
Colonienfc 
Anno  1 536. 
pars  i.capiitf. 
Concil.Medio- 
lancnfe  i.apud 
Binium  Tom. 
4.  Concil.p. 
891,  892.  & 
thofe  other 
Councels  quo- 
ted in  my  An* 
fwerto  Mr.Co* 
zenshis  Coze- 
ning Devoti- 
ons: p.7 1 j 72. 
againft  the  ex- 
cefifc  and  pride 
ofClergy  men 
in  their  apparel. 
Sec  Synodus 
Mogunt,c,i4o 


ct  Ieftio  divina  ibipcrfo- 
net,et  fumant  cibu  cu  be- 
ncdi&ione  et  laude  Do- 
mini fecundum  Apofto- 
lum;  (g)  Sive  man  due a- 
t is, five  bib  it  is , omnia  in 
laudem  Dei  facite. 

The  23.  is,  Concilium  <sAcyuifgranenfe , under  Lewis 
the  godly,  zAnno  Chrifti  816.  which  concludes  thus  of 
Playes3and  prohibits  all  Clergy  men  efpecially,from  re- 
forting  to  them. 

Can:  86*  (JWni tiers  and 


there , and  let  them  eate  their 
meate  ble fling  and  lauding  the 
Lord , according  to  the  zA* 
po  files  rule  ; Whether  yee 
eate  or  drinke , doe  all  to  the 
praife  and  glory  of  God. 


(h  Canon:%i„  Quod 
non  oporteat  Sacerdotes 
autClericos  quibufeunq; 
fpeftaculis  in  feenis  aut 
innupti/s  interefle:  fed 
antequa  thylemici  ingre- 
diantur, exurge  re  cos  co- 
venit,aut  inde  dilcedere. 

('anon: loo . (i)  Cleri- 
cisigitur  legepatru  ca- 
vetur , ut  a vulgari  vita 
feclufi  , a mundani  s vo- 
luptatibus  fefe  abftine- 
ant;Non  fpedtaculis^non 
pompis  interfint. 

(10  Canon:  ^.Clerici 
contubernia  faeminarum 
nullatenus  appetant;  non 
vanis  oculis,  aut  petulan- 
ti  tumidoq;  geflu,  ac  dif- 
foluris  renibus  incedant: 
non  fpedacuhs,n6  pom 
pis  fccularibus  interline: 
non  alese,non  quibuflibet 
venationibus  infer viant: 
(/)  neqaaquam  praeciolis 
dele- 


Clergie  men  ought  not  to  bee 
prefent  at  any  Spe  Hades  or 
Smge-playes  either  in  Flay- 
houfes  or  at  marriages : but 
before  the  F idlers  or  Flayers 
enter, they  ought  to  rife  up  and 
depart  thence . 

Can:  100.  It  is  provided  for 
Clergy  men  by  the  law  of  the 
Fathers , that  being  fecluded 
from  a vulgar  life, they  with- 
draw themfelves  from  worldly 
pleafures.They  may  not  be pre • 
pent  at  Stage-play  es  or  flewes. 

Can?  145.  Clergy  men  may 
by  no  meanes  defire  the  com- 
pany of  women ; they  may  not 
walke  with  vaine  eyes,  or  with 
a wanton  or  proud  geflure  , or 
difldutereines  : they  may  not 
be  prefent  at  worldly  SpeUa- 
cles  or  Enterludes  : they  may 
not  give  themfelves  to  dice  , 
or  any  kinde  of  hunting : they 
ought  not  to  delight  in  coftly 
appared 
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fo  fprucely  apparelled  as 
thefc7who [hould be  pat- 
terns of  humility  and 
fobriety  to  others . 


dcleftentur  veftibus  &rc»  | apparell  &c.  as  now  too  ma- 
and  yet  few  now  fo  richly,  ny  of  them  doe,  who  are 

more  like  to  Courtiers  or 
Knights  in  their  beavers,  fat*- 
tins,  hikes  or  velvets,  then  to 
Minifters. 

The  24.  is.  Concilium 'Par ipenfe  , under  Lewis  and 
Lothorim,  Anno  829.  to  the  like  efted  as  the  former* 

(m)  Canon : 3 8.  Cum  Can.  3 8 .Since  that  foolifh 
ab  omnibus  Chriftianis,  talking  and  (currility  , accor- 
juxtaApoftoli  documen-  ding  to  the  Apoflles  inflrutti- 
tum,  ( n ) fluhiloquium  on,  ought  to  be  avoided  of  all  n Ephef.? 

Chriftians,  much  more  ought 


24. 

m Surius  Toit>« 
3.  p.380. 


et  fcurrilitas  fit  cavenda, 
multo  magis  a facerdo- 
tibus  Domini , qui  alijs 
exemplum  et  condimen- 
tum  lalutis  effe  debent, 
caveri  oportet.  Ha?c 
quippe  a landis  viris  pe- 
mtus  funt  propellenda, 
quibus  magis  convenit 
lugere,  quam  ad  fcurrili- 
tates  et  flultiloquia  , et 
hiftrionum  obfcamas  jo- 
cationes  et  cameras  vani- 
tates,qu£animam  Chri- 
(tianam  a rigore  iux  re- 
ditudinis  emollire  fo- 
lent , in  cachinnos  ora 
diffolvere.  Nequeenim 
decet  aut  fas  eft  oculos 
facerdotum  Domini  fpe- 
daculis  fsedari,  aut  men- 
tem  quibuflibet  fcurrili- 
tatibus,  aut  turpiioqui/s 
ad  inania  rapi.  Ait  quip- 
pe Dominus  in  Evan- 
v. ..  gelio: 


it  to  be  efchued  by  the  C^lini- 
fters  of  the  Lord,  who  ought 
to  be  an  example  , and  condi- 
ment of  falvation  unto  others . 
For  thefe  things  are  utterly  to 
bee  abandoned  by  holy  men , 
whom  it  better  becomes  to 
mourne,  than  to  laugh  immo- 
derately at  fcurrilities  and 
foohjh  jpeeches , and  at  the  ob - 
fcenejefts  of  Stage- players  and 
other  vanities,  which  are  wont 
tofoftena  Chriftian  foule  fiom 
the  rigour  of  its  reSHtude  and 
upnghtnejfe.  Tfjither  is  it 
feemely  or  lawfuU , that  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord £ 'JMiniflers 
foould  bee  defied  with  Stage- 
play  es,  or  their  mindes  carried 
away  with  any  fcurrilities  or 
pithy  jpeeches.  For  the  Lord 
faith  in  the  Gofpell:(o) Every 
idle  word  that  men  fhall 
fpeake,  they  fhall  give  an  ac- 


0 Matth.i 


og 
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gelio:  Omne  vetbumoci- 
ofttm,  quod  loqmtti  fue- 
rint  homines , reddent  de 
eo  rationem  in  die  judicij, 
Paulus  ad  Ephefos,  (q) 
Omnisfinqukyfermo  ma- 
lm ex  ore  veftro  non  pro - 
6edat,fed  ft  quis,  bonus 
ad  adifcationem  fidei , ut 
det  gjkatiam  audientibus , 
et  no  lit  e confrriftare  Spi- 
rit urn  fanElumftn  quo  fig-  * 
nati  eft  is  in  die  redemptio- 
ns. Et  non  poft  multa, 
(r)Fornicatio  autemftn- 
quitj  et  omnis  immundi- 
tia , ant  avaritia,  nec  no - 
jninetur  in  vobis,ficut  de- 
cet  fanflis  ; ant  turpitu- 
do,aut  ftttltiloqmum , ant 
fcurrilitas  , qua  ad  rem 
non  pertinent  ; fed  magis 
gratiarttm  afho.  Et  E- 
faias:  (f)  Cythara  et  ly- 
ra,  et  tympanum t et  ttbia , 
et  vtnum  in  convivijs  ve- 
ftris,  et  opus  Domini  non 
reff iritis,  nec  opera  ma- 
mmm  ejus  confideratis. 
Sunt  et  alia  hujufce  rei 
inn  timer  a exempla,  qua? 
profpe^a  et  diligenter 
animadverfa,  non  folum 
facerdotibiiSjVerum  etia 
cxtQtis  fidei ’bus  magno 
tcrrore  &t  neceffe  eft  ; 
«e  dum  his  contra  fas  fe 
flib- 


count  of  it  in  the  day  of 
judgement.  Taul  to  the  8- 
pheftans,  faith:  Let  no  corrupt 
communication  proceed  out 
of  your  mouth  , but  that 
which  is  good  to  the  edifica- 
tion of  faith  , that  it  may  ad- 
minifter  grace  to  the  hearers, 
and  grieve  not  the  holy  Spi- 
rit by  which  ye  are  fealed  to 
the  day  of  redemption.  And 
not  much  after ,he  faith  : Blit 
fornication  and  all  unclean- 
nefte,  or  covetoufnefte,  let  it 
not  be  named  among  you,  as 
becommeth  Saints ; neither 
filthinefle , nor  foolifh  talk- 
ing, or  feurrility  , which  are 
not  convenient;  but  rather 
giving  of  thankes.  And  E - 
fay:  The  harpe,  and  the  violl, 
and  the  tabret  and  pipe,  and 
wine  are  in  their  feafts,  but 
they  regard  not  the  worke  of 
the  Lord,  nor  confider  the 
operation  of  his  hands* 

! There  are  other  innumera- 
ble examples  of  this  matter , 
which  being  feene  and  dili- 
gently confedered , muft  needes 
bring  great  t err  our  , not  one - 
ly  to  dfrlinifters , but  alfo  to 
other  ChrifHans ; left  whiles 
I they  fubjefl  themfelves  to 
I thefte  things  againfl  right , 
they  neglett  the  falvation  of 
i their  potties . wherefore  it 

hath 
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fubdut,  animse  fu#  falute 
negiigant.  Proinde  nobis 
omnibus  in  comune  viiu 
fuic^  uc  Ci  qui  iacerdocum 
haclenus  his  vanitatibus 
ufi  fueiinr,  abhis  dein- 
ceps  Domino  adjuvante, 
prorfus  le  cavere  debere 


hath  feemed  good  to  us  all 
in  common  i tbtt  if  any 
Miniflers  have  hitherto  u- 
fed  any  of  thefe  vanities  t 
that  from  henceforth  they  re- 
member ,t  hat  they  ought  whol- 
ly to  abflaine  fom  thefe 
things . / 


me  miner  nit. 

So  that  not  onely  Ciergie  men, but  even  all  Chriftians 
are  prohibited  from  Stage-playes,  under perill  ofthe/ojfe 
and  hazard  of  their  foules  , by  this  Counceil,  which  hath 
doomed  Stage-playes  to  be  fcumlous,  fit  hy  and  unlaw- 
full  pleafures  ^contrary  to  Gods  word.whicb  defile  both  the 
eyes,  the  eares  andfoules  of  the  jpettators. 

The  15.  is  Sy nodus  Moguntwa , fub  Rabano  zMrchi- 
epifeopo.  Anno  847.  where  I findc  this  Canon  again# 
Clergy  mens  refort  to  Playes. 


(t)  Canon:  13,  Vvovi- 
dendum  neceffario  eit  .ut 
Cierici  a * fecularibus 
negotijs  omnino  abftine- 
anc  &c«  Multa  autem  func 
fecularia  negotia : turpis 
verbi  vel  fadli  joculatore 
elfe,  vel  jocum  ftculare 
diligere,  aleas  amare  &c. 
(as  before  in  Condi:  Mo - 
guntican.ii .)  Qua?  om- 
nia Miniftris  Altaris  in- 
terdicimusjhortantes  cos 
ante  ie  joca  fecularia  vel 
turpia  fieri  non  permit- 
tere  &c- 


Can.-  13.  It  is nece far ily  to 
be  provided , that  C^€TH1  men 
wholly  abfiaine  fom  fecular 
affaires  &*c.  'But  there  are 
many  fecular  bu(ineffes  : as  to 
be  a jefler  or  atlor  of  any  filthy 
word  or  deed{zs  is  the  Clown 
in  Stage-playes)  to  love  a fe- 
cular jefi,  to  affett  dice-play 
Crc.  All  which  wee  inter  dill 
to  Miniflers  of  the  Altar,  ex- 
horting them  not  to  fujfer  any 
worldly  or  filthy  jells  or  playes 
to  be  made  before  them  &c. 
as  in  Synodo  Rhemenfi  be- 
fore. 


Can.  2 2. 

The  26.  is  ( v)  Sy  nodus  Confiantipolitana  8.  <Mnno 
Chrifti  867, or  870  as  others  place  it,  confining  of  573 
Bifhops;  which  is  commonly  failed  the  8 generall 
Cggg  2 Coivicell; 


t SunusTom.3 

*SeeLmwood 
Prov.  Conftit. 
lib.  3.  Tir.Dc 
I mrr,  imitate 
Ecclefi^,f.i  94* 
i^fjoanwis  ci* 
Ato.  Otboborii 
Conftitutiones 
Ne  Cierici  In- 
rifdi&ionem 
cxerceantj  fol. 

69,70,71. 


16. 

y Surius  Tom. 
3«p.f  J9.  Baro- 
nius  Anno  869 
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IX. 


* $1111115X0:1?. 
3«p.  U*.  Sec 
Concil.  Bafih= 
enfc  here3num. 

3*- 


j See  Guagni- 


Polonicarum , 
Torr.t.  p.atjj 

1*4. 


*7-  . 

i^Gratian.  Di 
ftincbo  4 4* 
a That  is  , by 


Councell;  wherein  the  perfonaringof  a Bilhop  (and  fo 
by  conlequeuce  ofothtr  peifons)  is  thus  fe^erely  pro- 
hibited. 

(x ) Canon:  1 6.  Colli-  [ Can:  1 6.  Wee  may  collett  , 

gerc  licet,,  iolenne  fuiflfe ' that  it  bath  beene  a folemne 
in  aulis  principum  -{bans  j cuftome  in  Princes  Courts  on 
quibuldam  diebus.com-  fomefet  dayes. , to  attire fome 
ponerealique  laicum  in-  Lay  man  in  Spifcopall  robes , 

who  bothm  tonfure  and  other 
ornaments  fhould  aft;  a Th- 
[hops part\and  likewife  to  cre- 
ate a ridiculous  ‘ Patriarke  , 
with  whom  they  might  [port 
themfclves.  All  which  things 
as  brought  m to  the  dif- 
(srace  of  the  (fhurch^are  pro- 
hibited under  arievous  cen- 

v> 

fures. 

The  27.1s  Concilium  l^anetenfe, about  the  yeare  890: 
where  I finde  this  Canon. 


fignibus  Hpilcopaiibus , 
qui  et  tonlura  et  ceteris 
ornamentis^Operfonatu 
Epilcopu  agereui  etcre- 
afle  etia  ridiculu  Patriar- 
cha,  quo  fe  oble&arent. 
Qux  omnia  ut  in  dede- 
cus  Ecciefise  accerfita , 
prohibentur  fub  gravi- 
bus  cenfuris. 


( *.)  Nulius  Presbytero- 
the  lore  of  any  rumquandoad  anniverfa- 
Saint  whofe  rium  diem  3o.aut  7-vel  3. 

alicujus  defuncTf  aut  qua- 
cunq;  vocationead  colle- 
elarn  convener  it  fe  inebri- 
are  nullatenus  prefuma:; 
nec  pnrcatus  (a)  a more 
fan&orum  vel  ipfius  ani- 


Tfo  Minifter  when  he  [hall 
come  to  the  3 o.  or  y.or  3 . an- 
niverfary  day  of  any  dead 
perfon  , or  bee  invited  to 
a gathering  , may  by  no 
meanes  prefume  to  make 
htmfelfe  dr  an  he  'neither  may 
hee  prefume  betner  intreated 
by  the  love  of  the  Saints or 


health  was 
drunkeat  fuch 
feafts  and  mee- 
ting'. See  Aug. 

Dc  Tempore 
Sermo  231  1 

Ioannisde  At6 
Confh’tutiones 
Concilii  Oxo.- 
nienfi*  Anno 
1212.  & fcd- 
mundi  Cant. 

Archiepilcopi 
bound  up  at 
the  end  of  Lin- 

wood3foht  2 4,i4.?.Ioannes  LanghecvuciusDe  Vita  &Hbne{bSccIefiafh!.i.c.r  r.p.zyc* 
IoannesFredericusde  Ki:u  Bibencii  ad  S initatem  U1.C.7.  5c  my  Healths  Sieknes,  p. 
I MM^.Seehere  Conci!.28.&  3$.  pl'cE-  | vaine 


mx  bibere  , aut  alios  ad  i ofhisowne  foule , to  drinke , 
bibendum  cogere,  velfe  1 ortocaure  others  to  drinke , 
aliena  praccatione  ingurgi-  > or  to glut  himfetfe  upon  any 
tare , nec  plaullis  et  ri  ers  | others  reejueft,  nor  yet  to  u fe 
inconditos  et  fabulas  ina-  j applaufes  or  rude  laughter , 


nes  ibi  referre  aut  cantare  1 or  there  to  relate  or fing  any 


Part.  i. 


5 97 


Hiflrio-Mafiix. 


pnrfumat;  aut  turpia  joca 
vel  urlo,  vrel  tornatricibus 
antele  fieri  patiatur  : nec 
larvas  daemonum  ante  le 
fieri  confentiat : quia  hoc 
diaoolicum  eft  , et  fa- 
cris  Canonibus  prohibi- 
tum. 


vaine fables ; neither  may  he 
fujfer  foolijh  PI  ayes  or  fa* 
fiimes  to  be  made  before  him 
with  be  ares  or  tumblers -.nei- 
ther may  he  agree , that  any 
vizards  or  Jhapes  of  lDivels 
be  carried  before  him  : be- 
catife  this  is  di  abolicall,  and 
prohibited  by  facrcd  Canons . 

The  whole  (cope  of  which  Canon,  is  onely  to  inhi- 
bit Clergy  men  from  drinking,  pledging  or  enforcing 
Healthes;upon  any  occalion  or  intreaty  whatloever;and 
to  debarre  them  from  beholding  Playesand  Enterludes, 
efpecially  fuch  where  any  Divels  had  their  parts  or  re- 
prefentations. 

The  28.  is  (foncilium  Later anenfe  fub  Jnnocentio  3. 
<*y{nno  ChnfH  1 2 1 jv  (b)  confifliitg  of  2 ‘T atriarkes , 70 
tt/frch -bishops , 412  Bipsops , 800  Abbots  and  ‘Triors ; 
where  thefe  enliiing  Canons  were  promulgated,  which 
I wifh  ail  Clergy  men  would  remember. 


28. 

b Surius  Torn* 
g.p.  7?  4.  Car- 
ranza fol. 
c Surius  Tom. 
3 .p.  741-  Car- 
ranza  fcl.  14 
Ioannisde  Bur- 
go  Pupilla  O- 
culi  pars  7.C.10 

CD. 

perent,  ec  fe  vino  ; ncca <\  wine  from  themselves  , and  * T is  dii^k- 
bibendum  quifpiam  inci-  1 themfelvesfromwineyneither  ing  of  Heilrhcs 


( c ) Canon:  1 5 , 1 6.  A era 
pula  et  ebrktate  omnes 
Clerici  diligenter  abftine- 
ant,  unde  vinum  fibi  tem- 


Can.- 15,1^.  Let  all (fl ergy 
men  diligently  abjlaine  fom 
forfeiting  and  drankennejfe • 
to  which  end  let  them  heepe 


tetur 


cum 


ebrietas  et 


let  any  one  bee  provoked  to  V'  hkewife  rr  n* 
“rw%  > fmce  dr»»ksnne$t  E()mond  Arch. 
libidlilis  provocet  incen-  banijhetb  wit , and  provokes  bifliopof  Can* 
tivum#  Vnde  ilium  abufum  lafi : whence  we  decree  that  terbury,  Anno 


mentis  inducat  exilium,  et 


decrevimus  penirus  abo- 
lendum,quo  in  quibufdam 


abafe  to  be  utterly  abolifsed , , 2 40. 

whereby  drinkers  in  certaine  111  rllefc  very 


partibusad  * potus  aequa-  ' parts  doc  binde  one  another  se?Ioannisde 
Aton  Conftitutiones  provinciales,  bound  up  at  the  end  of  Lindwood  ioJ.  ^.yccor- 
dinoly.See  Conril.Oxcn.^nnq.  1 ii  2.cap.nefinnt  fcottdli  fivepotationes  coftututnes. 
Ibid.f.i  24.h.Ioannes  Langhecruciusde  Vita  et  HonelhEccidiaft.l.a.c.  1 1 ,z%  r.&My 
Healthes  Sickne{fe;togcther  with  Concilium  Colonienfe  1 $ 36.  pars  a.cap.z^.  & pars 
J,c.6.$urius  Tom.^.p.75  1^77  accordingly. 

ies  I Gg£g  3 to 
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29. 

d Bocbcllus 
Decrm  bccle- 
Ciz  Gallicanac 
llb.8.Tir.7c.c. 

Hcnrici 

Spelmnnni 


les  liio . modo  fe  obligant 
potatores 3 et  ille  judicio 
talium  plus  laudatur , qui 
plures  inebriat  et  calices 
fecunaiores  exhaurit.  Si 
quisautem  fuper  hiscul- 
pabilem  fe  exhibuerir,  nifi 
a fuperiore  commonitus 
fatilfecerit  comperenter,a 
beneficio  vei  odicio  fuf- 
pendatur.  Venationemet 
aucupaticnem  univerfis 
Clericisinterdicimus.,  un- 
de nec  canes  nec  aves  ad 
aucupandum  habere  prse- 
fumant.  Clerici  oflicia  vel 
commercia  fecularia  non 
exerceant^  maxime  inho- 
nefta.  Mimis,  joculatori- 
bus , et  hiftrionibus  non 
intendant , et  tabernas 
prorfus  evitent,  nili  forte 
caufa  neceditatis  in  itinere 
conflituti.  Ad  aleas  vel 
taxillos  non  ludant , nec 
hu/ufmodi  ludis  tnterfint. 
This  Councell  and  Canon 
re  as  received  in  England. 


to  drinke  healthes  ( or  eejuall 
cup  pet ) after  their  manner , 
and  hee  m the  judgement  of 
fuch  is  moil  applauded , who 
makes  mofi  drunke , and 
quaffesoffmoff  cups.zsfnd  if 
any  offend  in  thefc  things 3 
unleffehee  fh  all  give  compe- 
tent fatiffattion  being  ad- 
montfbed  by  his  fuper  iour  Jet 
him  be  fuff  ended  from  bis 
benefice  or  office.  We  prohibit 
hunting  and  banking  to  all 
Clergy  men, whence  they  may 
not  prefume  to  keepe  either 
dogs  or  hawks  to  hawkwith . 
Clergy  men  may  not  niandge 
fecular  offices  or  affaires , es- 
pecially fuch  as  are  difboneft . 
Let  them  not  additt  them - 
[elves  to  tumblers ,j eft ers}& 
Stage-players , and  let  them 
wholly  avoid  tavernes,\unles 
perchance  in  cafe  ofneceJJity3 
when  they  are  in  a journey . 
Let  them  not  play  at  dice  or 
tables , nor  yet  be  prefent  at 
fuch  Tlayes , 


The  29.  is.  Concilium  apud  Cafirum  Gonterij  a/Lnne 
1231  .which  decreeth  in  this  manner. 


( d ) Statuimus,  quod 
Clerici  ribaidi , maxime 
qui  Goliardi  vulgo  dicun- 
tur  et  nimcupantur  s per 

GlotJai itim,G6!iarciuf.$ee  the  fame  Canon  ineffe£t  made  by  Wil'isltnus  Parifienfis, 
amidBbchcHum  Decrcta  Eccle£GaU.CT*r.'  4.c,iz.  & in  Sexti Decrctalia  l.j.Iir.Dc 
Vita  etHoneftCteMcorum.Io.annisDeBurgoPiipilU  Oculipars  7.c,io  p. 


We  decree  .that  fcurrilous 
or  riming  Clergy  men , effe- 
ct ally  thofe  who  are  ufuatty 
called  Goliardi  (that  is  je- 


E pi  (co- 


tters. 
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Epifcoposet  alios  Eccle- 
fia:  Prarlatos  praxipiantur 
tondi,veietiam radi , ita 
quod  non  remaneat  in  eis 
clericalis  tonfuraata  tame, 
quod  ilia  fine  icandaio  et 
periculo  fiant.  osfjxft  cen- 
fure  upon  fuch  dif orderly 
Clergy  men  , who  were  not 
aflamed  to  turne  Rimers, 

Iefiers  and  common  Ablors 
or  Tumblers , as  many  of 
the  Popiflj  Clergie  did . 

To  paffe  by  Sy  nodus  Pitlavienfis,  Anno 


iters  and  Stage-players , as 
the,  marginal!  Amhours.  ex- 
pound it ) may  by  Ti flops 
and  other  Trelates  of  the 
Churchy  bee  commanded  to 
bee  polled y and  likewifefla- 
ven  , fo  that  thetr  clericall 
tonfure  may  not  remame 
upon  them  : provided  not - 
withflanding , that  thefe 
things  be  done  without  fcan - 
datl  or  dangc 


er. 


377.which(>) 


Condemnes  the  dancing  of  young  men  and  maides  togethe ) 
as  the  occafon  of  much  luxury , wantonneffe,  fornication , 
Uwdneffe , and  f undry  other  mifdemeanours : The  50. 
Councell  againft  the  acting  and  beholding  of  Stage- 
playes,is,  Sinodus  Lingonenfis  Anno  04.  Where  I 
meete  with  this  Canon. 


(f)  Prohibemus  cleri- 
cis  et  viris  ecdefiafticis, 
potilTime  in  facris  ordi- 
nibus  conititutis5et  max- 
ime  facerdotibus  et  cu- 
ratis,  ne  oinnino  ludant 
ad  taxillos,  ad  aleas,  nc- 
que  ad  chartas,  nequead 
ftophum,,  neque  ad  luda, 
neque  ad  jaduin  lapidis, 
ad  faltum,ad  choreas,  ne- 


Wee  prohibit  Clergy  men 
and  Ecclefiafticall  perfons , 
effecially  thofe  in  holy  or- 
ders, and  mofi  of  all  Priefts 
and  Curates , that  they  play 
not  at  all  at  tables , at  dice  3 
norat  cards , neither  at  whir - 
ling, nor  at  wr  eft  ling,  nor  at 
throwing  of  the  flone,  at  lea- 
ping, at  dancing , neither  at 
the  buckler  , neither  with  a 


que  ad  clipeum  , neque  [ pipe  or  other  mufcall inflru - 
cum  fiftula  vel  alijs  mull-  j ments , which  are  played  up- 
calibus  inllrumentis,qui-  | on  with  the  mouth  or  cheeks . 
bus  cum  ore  ieu  bucha  j Likewife  they  may  not  play 
luditur.  Non  ludant  eti-  j at  bowles,  at  running  in  the 
am  adbolas,  ad  curium  field  for  money  or  wine,  at 
vel  I darting , 


e See  Bochellus 
Decrcta  Eccleft 
GalUib.4.Tit. 

i.cap.4^.5  51 


/Toc'li  ell  us  De- 
er eta  Ecclefia? 
GaII.IATir.15?. 
c. 1. p.1025. 
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% A Play  in 
nature  of  a 
Mu  mm  eric 
Masque  or 
Stage-play* 


^ Which  wee 
call  Innocents 
day. 

£ Our  mo- 
derne  ChrilV 
mas  Plaves 
and  Paftimes 
fprung  from 
thefePopifli 
Entcrludesand 
di  ford  erf. 


vel  currendum  in  campo 
pro  lucro , vel  pro  vino, 
ad  jaculandum,  vel  gladi- 
andum  , neque  ludant  ad 
quillas , vel  torneamenta, 
feu/oilas.Summopere  ca- 
veant , ne  interfint  neque 
ludant  in  ludo  quod  dici- 
tur  * chareuari , in  quo  u- 
runtur  larvisin  figura  dar* 
monum , et  horrenda  ibi- 
dem commictuntur:  quern 
ludum  non  folu  Clericis, 
fed  generaliter  omnibus 
fubditis  prohibemus  fub 
excommunicationis  pxna, 
et  decern  librarum  nobis 
applicandarum:  neque  etia 
in  ludis  illis  inhoneftis 
qua?  folent  fieri  in  aliqui- 
bus  Ecclefijs  in  fefto * Fa 
tuorum  quod  faciunt  in 
(g  ) feftivitatibus  Natalis 
Domini.  Non  ludant  etia 
ad  iudum  fcatoru,  nifi  for- 
fan  raro  : quia  quamvis  fit 
ludus  honeftus,  et  prove- 
niat  ex  fubtilitate  ingenij, 
tamen  ma^nam  et  inurile 


darting,  or  fword-playin? , 
neither  may  they  play  ''at 
quint  ins, at  torneies,or  jufis. 
Let  them  diligently  here  are , 
that  they  he  not  prefent  at, 
nor  yet  play  tn  the  play  that 
is  called  Chareuari , in  which 
they  ufe  vi<Ards  tn  the  jhape 
ofdivelstand horrible  things 
are  there  committed:  which 
Play  wee  prohibit  not  onely 
Cl”JJ  men , but  general- 
ly all  our  fubjeSls  under 
paine  of  excommunication , 
and  of  ten  pounds  to  be yaid 
unto  our  ufe  : nor  yet  in 
thofe  difhonefi  cPlayes  which 
are  wont  to  be  made  in  fome 
Churches  in  m he  Feafi  of 
Innocents,  which  they  make 
in  the  Fefltvalls  o f our  Sa- 
viours T^ativity.  rJfrl or  co- 
ver they  may  not  play  at 
Chejfe  , unlejfe  it  bee  very 
rarely  : for  albeit  it  bee  an 
honesl  play  , and  proceedes 
from  the  fubtilty  of  wit,  yet 
it  requires  great  and  unpro- 
fitable fludie , and  much  pro- 
lixity of  time . 


31 


requint  occuparionem,  et 
prolixitatem  temporis. 

Which  Canon  regulates  the  fports  and  pafl-imes  of 
irregular  Clergy  men  . prohibiting  them  from  Stage- 
pIayes,amongother  Playes. 

The  3 i.  is,  Sy nodus  Trecenfis,  fub  Ioanne  Lefguifier 
Epifcopo , Anno  1427. 


Part.  i. 


Hiflrio-Majux 


( h ) Curati  et  Ecclefia- 
rum  re&orcs  prohibeant 
fuis  parochianis  e£  parte 
noftri,  ne  in  luis  Ecclefijs, 
vel  earum  cimiterijs  3 Iu- 
dos  publicos,  choreas  vel 
alia  hujufmodi  de  cxtero 
exerceant  &c. 


Let  (furates  and  re  flours 
of  (fhnrvhcs  -prohibit  their 
fParifhioners  on  our  behalf e , 
that  they  puffer  no  publike 
Entcrludcs , dances , or  fuch 
like  things, to  be  hence  fort}-) 
exercifed  or  afled  in  their 
(fh  arches  or  (fhurch -yards . 


601 

b Bochcllus 
Decreta  Ecclef. 
Gall.1.4*  Tit 
cap.m.p.ffo. 


The  32. is,  (fonciliumrBafilierfe , <*Anno  143 1.  Sejfio 
2 1 . CapfDe  Speflaculis  in  Ecclefia  non  fact  end  ts ; which 
decrees  thus. 

(i)  Turpem  illurn  abu-  j This  facred  Synods  dete- 
fum  in  quibufdam  fre-  ! fitng  that  foule  abufe  fre- 


quentatum  Ecclefijs  9 quo 
(kjccrt  is  anni  celebritati- 
bus  nonnull i cum  mirra , 
baculo  et  veftibus  ponti- 
ficalibus,  more  Epifcopo- 
rum  benedicunt  : alij  ut 
reges',  ac  duces  induct  3 
quod  feftum  fatuorum3vel 
innocentium  feu  pueroru 


quenttn  certaine  (fhurches , 
in  which  on  certaine  fefii- 
vals  of  the  year 6 , certaine 
perfons  with  a miter,  fla,ffe, 
and  pontifcall  robes , bleffe 
men  after  the  manner  of  Bi- 
fhops  : others  being  clothed 
like  Kings  and  Dukes, which 
is  called  thefeafl  offooles , of 


in  quibufdam  regionibus  innocents , or  of  children  in 
nuncupatur  : alij  'larvales  certaine  Countries  : others 
vel  theatrales  jocos  : alij  | praflifng  viz^rded  and  the - 
choros  et  tripudia  marum  j atricall port smothers  making 
ac  mulierum  facientes^ho-  ■ trainees  and  dances  of  men 
mines  ad  fpeftacula  et  ca-  j and  women,move  men  tojpe- 
chinnationesmovent:  hxc  ] Elacles  and  cachinnations : 


32. 


i Surius  Tom. 
4.  p.  6 2,  Crab, 

Tom*2«p*^  ?• 

Carranza  fol, 

/*  Sec  Polydot 
Virgi].  De  In- 
vent, rerum  l.tf* 
c.i.  accord  ing- 


fanfta  Sy nodus  detellans, 
ftatuit  ac  jubet  tarn  ordi- 
nari j s , quam  Ecclefiarum 
decanis  et  re&oribus.,  fiib 
poena  fufpenfionis  omni- 
um proventuum  Ecclefi- 
afticorum  trium  menfium 
ipatio , ne  hxc  et  fimilia 
ludibria 


hath  appointed  and  comman- 
ded as  well  ordinaries , as 
deanes  and  re  fl or s of  Chur- 
ches, under  paine  of  fufpen- 
fion  of  all  their  Ecclef dslicall 
revenues  for  three  moneths 
fpace  , that  they  puffer  not 
thefe  and  Cuch  like  Playes 
Hhh  h and 


6oz 


1 Surius  Tom, 

4*p.  H\.  & 

Crab.Tom.j. 

$.116,117, 


33- 

\n  Binius  Con- 

cil.Tom.^.p. 

$U,5i2. 


i 


Hiftrio-Majlix. 


Part.  i. 


ludibria  in  Ecclefia , qua:  1 and  paflimes  to  be  any  more 


domus  orationis  efTe  de- 
bet, ac  etiam  in  casmiterio 
exerceri  amplius  permit- 
tan  t,  tranfgreflcrefq;  per 
ccnfuram  Eccleliafticam , 
aliaq;  juris  remedia  puni- 
re  non  negligant. 


exercifed  in  the  Church  _ 
which  ought  to  be  the  houfe 
of  prayer  , nor  yet  in  the 
Church-yard , and  that  they 
neglett  not  to  puntjh  the  of- 
fenders by  EcclefasHcalL 
cenfures,  and  other  remedies 
of larr. 

And  in  the  Appendix  of  the  fame  Councell  I find  this 
Conftitution. 

(1)  In  via  quihbet  ince-  1 Every  one  walking  in  the 
dens  pudicis  oculis  , cum  way  with  chaft  eyes  , with 
modelfia  et  gravitate , ad  mo  defy  and  gravity  may  not 
loca  minus  honefta  non  got  to  dijhonefi  places , nor 
vadat,  nec  ad  fpe&acula  yettopublike  (pettaclesydan- 
publica,  choreas,  ludos,  ces,  Playes,  tilings , jefts , 
haftiludia,  torneamenta,et  and  (uch  like  (ports  .Let  none 
alia  hu/ufmodi.  Nemolu-  j p/ay  3 nor  yet  fuffer  his  fa- 
dat,  autfamiliares  fiiosad  miliars  to  play  at  dice } or 
taxillos,vel  alios  ludos  in-  tables , or  other  difboneft 
honeftos  ludere  patiatur.  games • 

The  33.  is , Concilium  Toletnnum,fub  Sixto  quarto, 
zAnno  1473.  where  I finde  thefe  Constitutions. 


(m)  Quia  tempore  quo 
facrorumCanonum  decre- 
es nuptiarum  celebratio 
interdicitur  # et  carnalis 
copula  prohibetur;  non- 
nuilos  laicos  ni^bere  et 
carnaliter  commifceri,  ac 
proinde  convivia  publica, 
flrepitus,  ac  choreas  face- 
re;  ( a thing  much  in  ufe  a - 
rnong  the  Ruffians , who 
at  their  weddings  fpend 
atmofi  the  whole  night  in 
dan- 


Becaufe  in  the  time  where- 
in by  the  'Decrees  of  holy 
Canons  , the  foletnnining  of 
marriages  and  cam  all  copu- 
lation are  prohibited;  it  falls 
out  for  the  mofi  part  that 
feme  lay  men  marrie  , and 
ufe  carnall  copulation  , and 
thereupon  make  pubhcke 
feafis,  tumults,  and  dances ; 
(prohibited  at  marriages 
by  fundry  forerecited  Cou- 
ceis  •*  ) and  folemnly  cele- 
brate 


Part. 
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e 


the(o  ) Church  of  Godhatf) 
alwayes  dif allowed: ) etcu 
hiftriotiibus  a c joculatori- 
bus  folenniterceiebrare,et 
ad  Ecclefias  ftc  incedere 
plerunq;  contingit.  Nos 
perniciofa  hujulinodi  co- 
iiietudine  divellere  cupi- 
entes,  facro  approbaute 
Coticilio,  commixtiones 
hiij\ifmodi,ftrepitu$,  cho- 
reasjoculationcs  &c.  fieri 
de  cxtero  prohibetrms&c, 
Ab  Ecclefia  &c.  turpitu- 
do  quxq;  meritb  eft  abo- 
lenda.  Quia  verb  qusedam 
t am  in  Metropolitanis  qua 
in  Cathedral ibus  et  alij's 
Ecclefij?  noftrx  provin- 
cix  confuetudo  inolevit3 
ut  videlicet  in  feftis  * Na- 
tivitatis  Domini  noftri  Ie 


hrate  their  nuptialls  with 
Stage-players  , and  fo  for 
the  mop  part  walke  unto 
the  Churches . Wee . de  firing 
1 0 abolijb  this  pernicious  ctt- 
fiome,  the  holy  Qouncell  ap- 
proving it , prohibit  fitch 
commixtures , tumults , dan- 
ces ,7>  lay  es  &c.  to  be  hereaf- 
ter made  &c.  So  that  Stage- 
plaieSjMafqueSjMummeries 
and  dances  , are  altogether 
unlawfull  at  Manages,  by 
this  Conncels  verdieft. 

<zsfll fit 'thine ffe  is  worthily 
to  bee  abandoned  from  the 
C hurch . 'But  becaufe  as  well 
in  '^Metropolitan  as  in  C ti- 
the dr  all  and  other  Churches 
of  our  rDioceJfe  there  hath  a 
cufiome  growne,  that  even 
in  thefeafls  of  our  Lord  le- 
fts C bn  fl  s dfativity  }and  of 


n Conviv.T  <1- 
triu  fq-  ftxus 
faltandoetlu- 
dendo,claman- 
do  et  ridendo 
bonam  no&is 
obfeurae  par- 
tem confumut 
&c.  Vulgus  in* 
terim  duccndis 
chords  occu* 
patur  5c  c.  In 
Muptiis  et  aliis 
folcnnitatibus 
perfepe  ad 
manuum  com- 
plofarum  fra- 
gorem  choreas 
ducunt.  Guag- 
ninM  Kerim  Po, 

Unit 4. rum  TorUt 

2.  P.4  00.408. 

0 See  here  p.  1 2, 

*8,2IX. 

* Here  we  may 
fee  whence  our 
di  (orderly 
ChriftmaS'kcc* 


fu  Chrifti,  et  fancTorum  St.StephenJohaJnlocents, 

Step-hani,  Ioanilis,  Ifllio-  And  other  certrtitt  holy  dttyes,  derivation. 


ping  had  its 


centium,  alijfq,*  certis  die 
bus  feftivis,  etiam  in  fo - 
lennitatibus  Miflarum  110- 
. varum  dum  divinaagun- 
tur,  Iudi  theatrales,  larvx, 
monftra,fpe<ftacula,  necno 
quiimpiurima  inhonefta  et 
diverfa  figmenta  in  Eccle- 
fijs  introducutitur,  tumul- 
tuationes  quoq  ; et  turpia 
Carolina,  et  derifori/  fer- 
mones  dicuntur,  adeo 
quod 


yea  in  the  Solemnities  of  new 
Ma ffe s whiles  divine  things 
are  doing}S  tugeplayes  ymum* 
meries,  monfters/jpettacles , 
as  alfio  very  many  dijho- 
nefl  and  various  fictions  are 
brought  into  the  Churches  , 
asalfo  tumults , and  filthy 
fings  , and  feoff  ng  Speeches 
are  uttered  , fo  that  they 
hinder  divine  fervice  , and 
make  the  people  undevout 9. 

Hhhh  2 Wee 


Part.** 
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pediunt,  ec  populum  rtd- 
dunt  itidevotu.  Noshanc 
corruptelam  iacro  appro  - 
bante  Concilio,  revocan- 
tes,  hujufmodi  larvas,  lu- 
dos,  mbnftra.,  fpcdacula, 
figmenta,  et  tumaltuatio 


quod  divinum  officiu  im-\  Wee  repealing  this  corrupti- 
on by  the  approbation  of  this 
holy  CounceH , doe  by  the 
contents  of  thefe  prefents , 
utterly  prohibit  thefe'di ft  Hi- 
fed  Playcs  , monfters  , Jpe- 
tlacles  , fittions  , and  tu- 
mults to  be  made,  and  Upe- 


nds fieri;  carmina  quoque  i wife  all  filthy  verfes  and 
turpiaet  lermones  illicitos  ! unlawful l Jpeeches  to  be  ut- 
dicitam  in  Metropolita  tered , as  well  inC^letropo- 


nis  qua  in  CatbedralibuSj 
Casterifq;  noftrse  provin- 
cial Ecclefijs,  duni  divina 
celebrantur,pr£fentiu  fe- 
rie  omnino  prohibemus : 
ftatuentes  nihilominus  ut 
Clerici  qui  prsemiffa  ludi- 
bria.et  inhonefta  figmenta 
officijs  divinis  immifcue- 
rint,  aut  immifceri  permi- 
ferint,  fi  in  praefatis  Me- 
tropolitan^ feu  Cathedra- 
libus  Ecclefijs  beneficiati 
extiterint  3 eo  ipfo  per 
menfcm  portionibus  fuis 
mul&entur : fi  vero  in  pa- 
rochialibus  fuerint  bene- 
ficiati,triginta;ct  fi  benefi- 
ciati non  fuerint,quindece 


lit  an  as  in  Cathedrall  and 
other  Churches  of  our  pro-  ' 
vtnee,  whiles  divine  things 
are  celebrating  : ordaining 
nevertheleffe  that  Clergie 
men  who  [hall  intermixe  the 
fore  (did  IP  l ayes  and  dijbo- 
nefl  figments  with  divine 
offices , or  fuffer  them  to  be 
intermixed,  if  they  [ball  be 
beneficed  in  the  [aid  CMe- 
tropolitzine  or  Collegiate 
Churches, [hall  for  this  eaufe 
and  this  offence  forfeit  their 
pentionsfor  a moneth  : but  if 
they  are  beneficed  in  Panfb 
Churches,  they  Jhall  incur  re 
the  penalty  of  thirty  ; and 
if  they  are  not  beneficed,  of 


es 


regaliu  pcenam  incurrant,  f fifteene  royalls,  to  be  equally 
fabneis  Ecclefiaru  et  tefti 
Synodali  arqualiter  appli- 
candam.  Per  hoc  tamen 
honeftas  repnefentationes 
et  devotas  qu^e  populum 
ad  devotione  movent,  tam 


in 


beflowed  upon  the  fabricke 
of  Churches  and  the  Chapter 
houfe.  But  yet  by  this  wee 
intend  not  to  prohibit  honefi 
and  devout  reprefentations 
which  ftirre  up  the  people 

to 
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in  prscfatis  diebus.,  qu;ftn  | to  devotion  either  on  the 
alijsnon  iutendimus  pro-  j for ef aid  dayes  or  others . 
hibere.  I 

W Inch  laft  claufe  extends  net  to  authorize  any  pub; 
like  or  private  Stage-playes,  either  on  the  ftage  or  die 
where,  but  onely  to  thole  reprefentations  of  our  Savi- 
ours  pailion,  or  the  Legends  and  Martyrdomes  of  fuch 
Saints  as  the  Priefts  did  ufe  to  perfonate  in  their  Chur- 
ches on  fcftivall  and  folemne  dayes : W hich  fhevves  and 
reprefentations  were  afterwards  particularly  prohibi- 
ted condemned  by  the  Councels  of  c JMilUine , CMo- 
gunce,  and  others, before  and  after  recorded , though  the 
(p)  Papifis  fiil l re  mine  them , to  their  eternal!  infamie. 

The  34.  is,  Synodtts Senonenfisyssfnho  1524.it!  which 
thefe  Canons  were  cnaded. 

(ej)  Quoniam  refrigel- 


/>  SeeToannis 
Molanus  H 1- 
Gloria  SS.Ima- 

ginami.,4.c.i8 
F*4M'j4a*.& 
Ach$.  Scene  f. 
p . i 1 z.  to  1 1 9» 
Polydor  Virgil. 
De  Invenr.Kc* 
rum 

Lud.VivesNo- 
tac  in  Auguft. 
Dc  Civir.Ueil. 
S.c.z7.d, 
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cente  nunc  Chrifticolarum 
devotione,intelleximus  ex 
nimia  feftorum  multipli- 
catione  populum  ocio  et 
vaniloquio  illis  diebus  de- 


Tdecaufe  the  devotion  of  ^ r « r 
r}  .a.  J A creta  Ecclef. 

( hnjtians  now  waxing  cold , Gall.M.Tir.7. 
we  have  underftood  throuah  cap.4i,42.p. 
the  multiplication  of  holy- 
dayes,  that  the  people  given 
to  id/enejfe  and  vaine  dif- 


ditum,  ebrietatibus,  com-  courfe  doe  in  thefe  dayes  ad- 
mdfationibus^ludis  et  laf-  di£i  themfelvcs  more  to 
civijs,  magis  quam  rei  di-  drunkennejfe  , furfettmg , 
vina^orationibus  et  con-  Tlayes  and  wantonnefe  , 
templarionibus  vacare&c.  than  to  divine  things,  pray- 
Moneant  itaque  Ecciefia-  ers , and  contemplations,  &c. 
rurn  redores  luos  paro-  Therefore  let  the  retlors  of 
chianos,  ut  iilis  diebus  e-  Churches  admonijh  ? their 
afdem  Ecclefias  frequen-  Parijhioners , that  on  thefe 
tent,  orationibus  inliftant,  dayes  they  frequent  their 
Deutn  ct  Sandos  quo-  Churches,  and  be  tnftant  in 
111m  folennia  aguntur  , pia  prayers  : that  they  reverence 
mentc  et  devoto  affedu  and  worjhip  God , and  the 
venerentur  et  colant : ver-  Saints,  whofe  folemnities  are 
bum  Domini,  feu  * prsedi-  obferved,with  a pious  minde,  % Nota 
cationes  vigilanter  et  at-  and  devout  affettion  : that 
tente  1 Hh  hh  3 they 
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rBochdlus  De- 
creta  Ecclefh? 
Gaii.  ).  6 . Tit. 

l^.C.2.p,lOZf. 


tente  audiant.  Ceflent  his 
diebus,  ludi , chorea?  , 
commefl'ationes,  ebrieta- 
tes,  vaniloquia,  lafcivise, 
ab  omni  vitio  abftineatur, 
&C.  Which  arc  no  fit  holy . 
day  exercifes  ,and  recreate 
ons,if this  Councel  erre  not 

(r)  Non  folum  omnem 
alearum,taxillorum  et  for- 
t is  iudum,  aut  intereflc  di- 
dis,  interdidum  Ciericis 
efle  conftitutionis  Conci- 
lij  generate  denunciamus, 
prout  eifdem  automate 
didi  Conciiij  interdici- 
mus,  fed  ec  turpes  plau- 
fus,  cachimios  , rifus  in- 
conditos,  larvales  ec  thea~ 
trales  jocos,et  tripudia, 
et  his  fimilia  iudibria,  ncc 
non  omnem  alium  Iudum 
perquem  Ecclefia?  hone- 
ftas  inquinari  poteft  prse- 
didis  Ciericis  prohibe- 
mus.  Non  immifceantur 
cauibus  ubi  amatoria  can- 
tanturet  turpia;  ubi  ob- 
fca?ni  morns  corporis  cho- 
reis  et  faltibus  efFeruntur  ; 
ne  Clerici  qui  facris  my- 
iterijs  deputati  funt , tur- 
pi urn  fpedaculorum  atque 
verborum  contagiene  pol- 
luattfur. 

Which  reafon  extends 


I they  vigilantly  and  atten «. 
tively  h ear e the  word  of  the 
Lord,  and  preaching.  Let 
Playes , dances,  furfetting , 
drunkcnnes , idle  difcourfes , 
lafcivioufineffe  ceafc  on  thefie 
dayes,  and  let  there  he  an  ah - 
fttnence  from  all  vice  &c. 

We  denounce  not  onely  all 
Playes  of dice, table  s,and  lot , 
or  to  he  prefent  at  them, to  he 
inhibited  Clergy  men  by  the 
confilitution  of  a generall 
Councell , as  we  forbid  them 
by  the  authority  of  the  faid 
Conncell ; but  wee  likewifie 
prohibit  the  aforefiaid  Cler- 
gy men  all  unfeemely  applau- 
fesy  cachinnations , unctvill 
laughter,  difguifed  and  the - 
atricall  Playes,  and  dances , 
with  all  finch  ridiculous  En- 
ter l udes  , and  likewifie  all  o- 
ther  Paftimes  by  which  the 
honefiie  of  the  Church  may 
he  defiled.They  may  not  mix 
themfielves  with  finch  affem- 
blies  where  amorous  and  fil- 
thy things  are  Jung:  where 
ohficene  motions  of  the  body 
are  exprejfed  in  dances  and 
galliards  : lesl  Clergy  men- 
who  are  devoted  to  holy  my- 
fienes  , fihould  bee  polluted 
with  the  contagion  of  filthy 
SpeElacles  and  words . 
as  well  to  the  Laity  as  the 
Ciergic; 
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Clergie  : fince  filthy  Spe&acles  and  words  arc  as  apt  to 
pollute  the.  one  as  the  other.  And  dare  any  Clergy  men 
then  after  iuch  expreffe  inhibitions  relort  to  Play-hou- 
fes,or  behold  or  pra&ifeany  of  thefe  interdi&ed  games 
and  fports  ? 

The  3 5.  is  Synods  Ratiffona  <*s4nno  1524.  intituled y 
Reformatio  (fieri  Cjermama : where  we  reade  thus. 

(f)  Canon : 4.  Infuper  Can:  4.  C Moreover  (frier- 

tabernas  pubiicas  Cleri  e-  gy  men  muft  avoid  all  pub- 


vitent  , nifi  eas  peregre 
proficifcentes  mgredi  o- 
porreat,  ( which  our  En- 
glish ( t)  (franons  have  fe- 
eonded: ) et  tarn  in  ibi, 
quatn  domo  ec  alibi  a cra- 
nia et  ebrietatc , omniq; 
udo  a jure  prohibito , 
^lafphemijs,  rixisacalij's 
quibufcunq;  exceflibus  et 
ofrenfionibus  penitus  ab- 
ftineant.  Choreas  , Spe- 
tfacula  et  convivia  publi- 
cs evitent , ne  ob  luxum 
petulantiamq;  corum  no- 
men Ecclefiafticum  male 
audiat. 


like  tav ernes  , ( which  too 
many  of  them  now  fre- 
quent ) unlejfethey  are  en- 
forced to  enter  them  when 
they  travell : and  \as  well 
there , as  at  home  and  elfe - 
where  they  ought  wholly  to 
ab ft  awe  from  furfetting  and 
drunkenneff e ,and  from  every 
Flay  prohibited  by  law,  from 
blaffhemies  , brawl es  ,and  all 
other  excejfes  and  offences 
whatfo ever, Let  them  fhunne 
dances , Stage-play  es  & pub- 
hke  fea(fs , left  for  their  lux- 
ury and  wantonnejfe  the  Ec- 
clepafticall  name  be  ill  re- 


ported of 

The  is,  Synodus  Carnoten(is,Anno  1526.  Where 
thefe  fubfequent  Conflitutions  were  compiled. 


( v ) Ceflent  diebus  fe- 
ftis,  judicia,cau(arum  cog- 
nitionesjvenditiones^mer- 
catus,  commeflationes,  e- 
brietatesdudi,et  nundinsc. 
Contra  facientes , c> ten- 
tur  coram  nobis  aut  Oifi- 
ciali  noftro  &c.  In  fefto 
San&r 


On  holy  dayes  let  matters 
of  judicature  Rearing  ofcau - 
fes  files,  merchandice ^luxu- 
ry, drunkennejfe,  Playes,and 
faires  ceafe,  Thofe  who  doe 
contrarie , let  them  be  cited 
before  us  or  our  offciall 
In  thefeaft  of  St  T^icholas, 
Ka* 


35. 

f SuriusToro.4 
P-7W* 


t Qucene  Eli* 
liz.Iniun&ions 
Jniun&.T.Ca- 
nonr.  1603. 
Car.75.See  my 
Heaithes  Sick- 
ndTe.r.35. 
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Sandi  Nicholai,  Catheri- 
ne, Innocentium,  aut  alio 
quovis  die  pretextu  re- 
creationis,  ne  Scholaffcici, 
Cienci,  Sacerdotefve  -ftul- 
tii(n  aliquid  aut  ridiculum 
faciant  in  Ecclefia  aut  ab 
alijs  fieri  permittant.  De- 
niqueab  Ecclefia  ejician- 
tur  veftes  fatuorum  perfo- 
nas  fcenicas  agentium. 
x Bochdlus  (x)  Quia  folent  in  ple- 
t locis  noftre  Die- 

cap.6,7^97*.  cefis  deterri  baculi  ipfa- 
rum  confratriarum  , pre- 
cedentibus  mimis  et  Iu- 
foribus  cum  *tympanis, 
quod  maxinae  dedecet  ho- 
norem  Dei  ec  Sandorum  : 
non  enim  debent  ante  eo- 
mm  imagines  baculiscon 
fratriarum  infixas  prece- 
dere  inftrumenra  ilia  mu- 
iica  ad  choream  et  tripu- 
dia  potius  quam  ad  devo- 
tionem  audientes  excitan- 
tia.  Idcirco  prohibemus 
diftride , ne  poflhac  ta- 
les baculi  deferantur  pub- 
lice  per  vices  hiftrionico 
ritu,  et  modulatione  mu- 
fica  choreis  accommoda- 
ta  &c. 

Quoniam  in  co nfratri js 
pritnuin  rede  conftitutis, 
et  poftea  in  detcrius  pro- 
lapfis,  multa  confpiciun- 
tur 


Katherine  , Innocents,  or  any 
other  day  , let  not  Sch oilers y 
Clergy  men, or  Prieft sender 
pretence  of  recreation , all  a- 
ny  foolijh  or  ridiculous  thing 
in  the  Church,  or  permit  0- 
therstodoe  it.  Pin  ally  let' the 
clothes  of  thofc  who  all  the 
fcenicall  perfons  of  Innocents 
or  fooles , be  call  out  of  the 
Church . 

Becaufe  the  ftaves  of  the 
fraternities  themfelves  are 
wont  to  be  carried  about  in 
mo  ft  places  of  our  Dioceffc 
with  Stage- players,  F idlers 
and  ty morels  going  before 
them , which  doth  mofr  of  all 
unbefeeme  the  honour  of  God 
and  the  Saints:  for  thofe  mu* 
ficall  infrruments ftirring  up 
the  auditors  rather  to  (fa* 
r onto  as  and  dancing  than  to 
devotion, ou<rht  not  to  precede 
their  images  fafined  in  the 
flaves  of  the  fraternities * 
Therefore  wee  ft  ri  Uly  prohi* 
bit,  that  after  this  fuch 
flaves  be  not  carried  about 
publikely  through  villages 
after  an  hiftriomcal  manner , 
or  with  muftcall  melody  fit - 
ted  to  dances  c Ire. 

Becaufe  in  fraternities 
rightly  ordained  at  the  frrfty 
and  afterwards  declining  un* 
to  worfe  > many  things  are 
feene 
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tur  committi,  ab  honefta- 
te  et  Chriftian#  mentis 
religione  penitus  aliena ; 
utiiiis  congruum  adhibe- 
amus  re  medi  u m , 1 m p rimi  s 
ordinamns  ; Ne  in  ipfa- 
rum  confratriarum  con- 
gtegatiombus  fiant  diflo- 
luta  convivia  , compotati- 
ones  ad  ebrietatem  indu- 
centes,  chores  tripudia, 
et  camera  id  gcnus^ad  Bac- 
chanalia magis  quam  ad 
Chriftianam  religionem 
Ipeftantia.  f^uodnota. 

(y  ) Interdicimus , ne 
Clerici  publice  aut  in  pri- 
vate exerceant  ludos  tur- 
pes  aut  ludibriofos  unde 
icandalu  oriri,  et  minifte- 
riu  ecclefiafticum  vitupe- 
rari  poITit , pro  loco  et 
tempore,  caufa  et  perfonis 
quibus,  propter  quam , et 
cum  quibus  hujufmodi 
ludos  exerceri  continge- 
nt. A ludo  autem  alea- 
rum,  taxillorum,  et  (imi- 
lium  qua:  in  forte  pendent 
fic  abftineant,ut  neque  e- 
tiam  alijs  ludentibus  fau- 
tores  aut  teites  fint,  inter- 
fint. 

Diftri&e  prohibemus, 
ne  facerdotes  choreis  pub- 
licis,tripudiationibus,  fal- 
tationibuive  feie  commif- 
ceant: 


feene  to  be  committed  altoge- 
ther different  from  honefty, 
and  the  religion  of  a (fihnfti* 
an  minde:  that  rve  may  apply 
a fitting  remedy  to  them , wee 
firfi  of  all  ordaine ; That  in 
the  ajfemblies  of  the  fraterni- 
ties themfelves  , nodijfolute 
feafts  be  made , no  compositi- 
ons ( or  Bealthes ) conducing 
to  drunkennes  ,no  dances  gal- 
liards  , and  other  things  of 
this  nature , belonging  rather 
to  the  feafts  ofTacchusjhan 
to  (fihriftian  religion . 

We  prohibit,  that  (filer gie 
men  ufe  no  dijhoneft  nor  ludi- 
crous 'Tlayes  either  in  pub- 
like  or  private  whence  fcan- 
dall  may  arife , and  the  eccle - 
ftafticall  miniftery  be  difgra - 
ced,  according  to  the  place 
and  time , the  occafion  and 
perfonsy  in  which , for  which , 
and  with  which  fiich  P l ayes 
/ hall  happen  to  be  ufed.  Let 
them  fo  abftaine  from  the 
play  of  dicc3  of  tables,  and 
the  like  which  depend  on 
chance , that  they  bee  not 
fo  much  as  prefent  among 
them  that  play , either  as 
countenancerSyOr  witneffes . 

Wee  ftrittly  forbid , that 
< JMinifters  intermixe  not 
themfelves  in  pub  like  morri - 
ces, dances  or  carantoes  : that 
Ii  i i they 


j Bochclla* 
DecrcuEccleC 
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^ I Cor.  i j. 
Z3- 


% Such  was 
theprophanes 
and  i:  regulari- 
ty of  ihe  'Ao- 
man  Clergic. 


ccant ; ne  turpes,  amato- 1 
rias  ant  laicivas  decantent 
cantilenas  > aut  cantanti- 
bus  fayeanc  aut  mterfint. 
(<,)  Cor  rampant Jiquidem 
bonos  mores  c olio  quia  pra- 
va.  Deniquc  non  fiut  va- 
gi oculis,  non  dicaces, 
non  joculatores,  nonhi- 
ftriones ; ea  enim  omnia 
indecora  , ijs  prascipue 
quibus  animarmn  cura  co- 
irufla  eft. 

Sacerdotes  qui  in  die- 
bus  primamm  Miflarum 
novorum  Presbyterorum, 
poft  feftivas  epulas  et 
grandia  convivia  comtnei- 
lationcfq;  * exeunt  in  pub- 
licum ad  exhibendas  po- 
pulo  et  plebeculce  coms- 
dias,  maxi  me  crailits  et 
impndicas,  et  choreas  in 
plateis , committunt  fine 
dubio  in  legem  Ecciefiae 
et  Apoftoiorum  dogma. 
Quare  qui  tales  fuerunt  , fi 
perleveraverint,  fciant  ie 
eondignampumttonem  et 
correclionem  non  evafu- 
ros.  Item  prohibemus  fa- 
cerdoribus  ne  in  fefto 
San£ii  Nicholai,  Innocen- 
tium  , aut  alio  quovis  die 
ftukum  aliquod  aut  ridi- 
culum  in  Ecclefi/s  aut  alio 
quocunque  loco  publico 
faciant 


j they  png  no  ribaldry  , amo- 
j Tons  or  lafcivious  fongs^or 
i yet  favour , or  keepe  company 
with  thofe  that  (in a them : 
For  evill  communications 
; corrupt  good  manners.  Fi- 
nally , let  them  not  be  roving 
with  their  eyes,  no  talkers,  no 
jesters,  no  ft  age-play  ers , for 
all  thefe  things  are  unfeemely 
e Specially  to  thofe  to  whom 
the  cure  of  foul es  is  commit - 
ted • 

Priefls  who  in  the  dayes  of 
the  fir  Ft.  Ada  fas  of  new  Prefa 
by  ter  s,  after  merry  banquets 
and  great  feafis  and  enter - 
i t diriment s goe  forth  in  pub - 
like  to  exhibit  mofl  grofa 
and  unchafi  (fomahies  and 
dances  in  the  flreetes  to  the 
common  people,  offend  with- 
out doubt  agamft  the  law  of 
\ the  Church , and  the  <*ydpo- 
j flolicall  decree . tvherefore . 
thofe  who  have  beene  fuch 
if  they  fhall  per  fever  let 

them  know  , that  they  (ball 
not  efcape  condigne  punifh-. 
went  and  correUion . <*sflfo 
we  inhibit  (J^liniflers  , that 
they  neither  aFb  nor  fa  far  to^ 
be  atted  any  foolifh  or  ridicu -■ 
lous  thin (T  , either  on  the 
feafis  of  St.lfjchoLu,  Inno 
cents  , or  on  any  other  day „ 
j neither  in  Churches , nor  in, 

4»/ 
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faciant  fierive  permittant,  I any  other  publike  place : and 
larvati  aut  quocunqjtem-  | that  they  dtfguife  not  them- 
pore,  aut  quo  VIS  in  loco  I felves  at  any  time  in  any 
incedant.  1 publtke  or  private  place. 

The  37.  is,  Concilium Senonenfey^Anno  ijiS^where 
Inter  cDecreta  morum , we  have  thefe  two  Canons. 


37- 


( a ) Canon:  1 6. Cum  aute 1 
deceat  domum  Dei  fanfti- 
tudo  &c.  Prohibemus  id- 
circo  9 ne  hiftriones  aut 
mimi  intrent  Ecclefiam , 
ad  pulfandum  tympana, 
cythara , aut  alio  quovis 
inftrumento  muficalnneq; 
inEcclefia  aut  juxta  Ec' 
clefiam  fuis  pul  lent  inltru* 
mentis : prohibemus  infu- 
per,  ne  fiat  deinceps  fellu 
fatuorum  aut  innocentiu, 
neque  erigatur  decanatus 
patella:. 

Canon:  1 5.  Clerici  neque 
in  publico  ludant  pyla,  aut 
alijs  ludis,  maxime  cum 
laid  s . A ludo  alearum  aii 


Can:  16.  zsfnd  fince  ho - 4 Surius  Con- 
linefje  becommeth  the  houfe  dl*  Tom.  «.p« 

of  God:  therefore  weprohi-  J4®»74*>743« 
l • J / n . r Crab.Tom. 
bit,  that  no  tare-players  or 

, , n r < I P«  757>  700. 
tumblers  fijall  enter  into  the  BiniusTom,4. 

Church  toflrikeupany  tzi- 

bret , harpe  or  other  muficall 

infir ument ; neither  fh all  they 

play  upon  their  infiruments 

in  or  neare  the  Church: 

moreover  wee  prohibit  that 

the  feaft  of  fools  or  Innocents 

be  not  from  henceforth  obfer - 

ved,  neither  may  the  deanery 

of  the  platter  be  ere  bled. 

Can.  2 Clergy  men  may 
not  play  publikely  at  ball  or 
other  playes,  effecially  with 
lay  men:  they  fhall  abfiaine 


ifq;  qui  a forte  pendent  \ from  dice-play,  and  all  other 
aoitineant , neque  luden-  j games  that  depend  on  chance; 
tiumfautores^fpeftatores  j neither  may  they  bee  chert* 
aut  teffces  exiftant.Nonfe  (hers,  witneffes  or  fpettators 


admifceant  choreis  pub- 
licise tripudiationibus  aut 
faltationibus  : nonturpes 
amatorias  aut  lafcivasde- 


of  fuch  as  play : They  fhall 
not  intermixe  themfelves  in 
pub  like  morrtces , galliards 
and  dances:  they  fhall  not 


prom int  cantilenas , feu  j fing  any  filthy  amorous  or 
cantautibus  faveant  aut  lalcivious  longs , nor  yet  fa* 


adfint.  Nec  infcenatn  ve- 
lut  hiftriones  prodeant, 
non 


vour  or  b°  prefent  with  thofe 
that  fing  them.  They  may  not 
I i i i 2 come 
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^ Therefore 
they  may  r*ot 
aft  academicall 
Entcrlades  in 
Colledges. 


3$. 

(?  S'-irius  Tom. 
4*  p.7^1.  Crab. 
T0111.3.P.780. 


3 See  Concil. 
»7>  Sc  28  be- 
fore. 


^Le«k,i  0.9. 


: Ephef^. 


Hiftrio-Majlix. 

non  coma^dias  vernaculas  ft  come forth  upon  the  ft  Age  at 
agant , non  fpe&acuium  j 2s4ttors,noratt  Comedies  in 
corporis  lui  faciant  in  1 their  mother  tongue  : they 
publico  privatove  loco,  i fiall  make  no  fpcftacle  of 
Qua?  omnia  , cum  omni-  their  body  ia  any  pub  like  or 
bus  facerdocibus  iunt  in-  private  place.  Alt which,  as 
decora  , et  ordini  clcri-  they  are  unfeemely  to  all 
cali  multum  derrahentia , Mmifters  , and  much  dero - 
turn  illis  praecipue  quibus  gatory  from  the  clericall  or- 
animarum  cura  eifc  com-  der,  fo  effecially  to  thofe  to 
mifFa.  whom  the  cure  of  foules  ii 

committed . 


The  38.  is,  Concilium  (folonienfe,  *s4nno  1 5 3 6. where 
we  have  thele  canonical!  Injunctions  folio  wing. 


( b ) Pars  2. cap.  25^  2 6. 
Vivere  quidem  de  Akario 
facerdoti  licet,  iuxuriari 
non  permittitur.  A cra- 
pula  itaque  et  ebrietate , 
a ( c ) compotationibus 
illis  ad  hauteus  sequales, 
aluxu,  ab  alea,  ab  immo* 
deratis  fumptibus  etcom- 
meifationibus,  Concilium 
generate  Clericos  revocat 
univerlbs,  lequutum  ve- 
teris  teftamenti  inllitu- 
tum,  quo  (d )miniftri  tem- 
pli  vino  et  cicera  prohibe- 
bantur , ne  ebrietate  gra  • 
varentur  corda  eorum,  et 
ut  fenfus  eorum  temper 
vigeret  et  eflfet  tenuis.  Et 
^Apoftolus  ait  : T^ohte 

inebnari  vino  in  cjuo  eft 
luxuria  3 fed  impleamiui 
fpiritti  fintto,  Et  iterum: 
Non 


Part-  2.  cap.  25,26.  It  is 
l awful l for  a Trie  ft  to  live 
of  the  Altar  , but  to  be  rio- 
tous is  not  permitted . There- 
fore a general t Councell  re- 
calls aii  fteir&y  men  frtm 
fkrfetting  and  drunkennefe , 
& from  drinking  of  healths, 
from  riot , from  dice , from 
immoderate  exptnees  and 
feafts,  following  the  institu- 
tion of  the  olde  Teftam^nty 
wherein  the  MiniltersoFthe 
temple  were  prohibited 
wine  and  ftrongdrinke,  left 
their  hearts  fhonld  be  over- 
come with  dr  unkenn  effect  hat 
fo  their  fence  might  be  al- 
wayes  vigorous  and  thinne. 
<iAnd  the  Apoftle faith:  Be 
ye  not  drunken  with  wine 
wherii*  is  exceffe,but  be  ye 
filled  with  the  holy  Ghoft. 

t/fnd 
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(f)  tn  commeffatio-  . And  again?:  Not  in  riotin**  /Roid.tJ.tj. 

ebrUmibus  &c.  and  drunkenneiTe  &c.  f/m>-  fSeeCondU 
Oiim  tanca  honeftas  deli-  tofore  fo  great  hone  fly  was 

required  in  the  Clergy,  that 


derabatur  in  Clerico,,  ut 
lie  ( g ) nuptialibus  qui- 
dem  convives  ip  (is  inter - 
ejfe  Uceretj  non  tmmi fieri 


r^jbcforc  a g* 
cordingly. 

it  was  not  l awful l for  them  b Dolentes  re- 


to  bee  prefen t at  marriage- 
feafis,norto  intermix e them- 


jpellaculu  ac  catibus  ubi  j_ felves  in  Stage-playes  and 


ferimus  quod 
non  folum  qui* 
dam  n-ilnorfs 

amatoria.  cantantur  , am  \ afimblies  where  amorous  po-  Sf^ZuT 
obfctnt  mot  as  corpora, cho-  • ems  were  fung , or  obfcene  Fcclefiamni 
reis  aut  faltntionib as  effe-  motions  of  the  body  exprejfed  PraElatiyCirca. 
runtur ; ne  audiruset  in-  either  in  titmces  or  ealliards  • comtnc(ratio. 
tuicus  laci'is  myfterijsde-  left  the  bearing  and fieht  del  n.esfuPcrfl“a* 
putatus,  turpium  ipeda-  ! pmed  to  facred  myfteries  tb„«  iPicHs 
culorum  atquc  verborum  j Should  be  polluted  with  the  mdeincepsM- 
contagtone  polluerecur. , contagion  of  filthy  fteftacles  ceamus  5 fere 
Quid  fi  videret  Ecclefia  1 and  words,  what  if  that  an-  medi‘'mn0ais 
ilia  prifca  Ciericos  noftri  1 ctent  Church  fhould  behold 
temporis  ttbernariosjfAj  the  mverne-haumhg  Clergy  umXmtn- 
tabernifq;  (quad  domos  men  of bur  times ; who  (as  if  tes,  vix  ad  di. 
non  habereilt)  noblu  diu-  , they  had  no  houfes ) are  tyed  Vlnum  concert* 


que  alligatos  ? quam  ex- 
ecraretur  hoc  facinus  ? 
Poithac  ergo  non  folum 


toTavernes  both  niaht  and  aumrnex* 
day  >how  would  She  deleft  this  currendo  undf- 
wtc%eanes?From  henceforth  que  continuata 

fyncopa  matu- 


nullus  ex  clero  fordidtdi- j therefore,  let  no  Clergy  man 
muai  cauponem  aut  taber-  1 not  onely  keepe  no  taverne  or  tInS 
narium  agat,  fed  (i)  ne  bate  viEluallinghoufe , but  ut'rM- luhln- 


intabernas  quidem , nifi.  let  himnot  fit  much as’tume  ™™h,Ltw. 

afide  into  tavernes  , but  in  3.^742. 
cafe  of  necejfity.otherwifeca-  * See  Concili. 
nonica.ll  i)u.ni.Chrvi/>f>+ e L - lirr*  Laodicenu 


neceflitatis  caufa  divertat: 
alioqain  poena?  canonic# 
imminent  illi  qui  ordini 
fuo  hanc  ignominiofam 
notam  inurere  tentave- 
rit. 


nonicall  pnnifiments  harnr  o ■ ^ 

to  Itampefuch  a brand  of  in - Aspthenfe 
f antic  Upon  his  order . Ca  n.4 1 . Vcne* 


Turonenfe  '•Can.t.Conftantinop/.Can.o.Turonicum  , Can  »,  ,<  ^c“n’Cjn;M- 
Can.,o.44.MoguntinumCa„.4i.  Khemenfe  ** 

here  quoted.See  Ioannes  Lang hccrucius.Dc  Vita  et  Honeft.  Clertomm  U zfcj ° ^ 
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K Crab.Tom.^.  (k„)Pars  3 .C.  26.  which 
F*  7 8?.  Surius  hath  chis  tide,  Theatrales 

78^4  l ados  non  infer  endos  teplts. 
See  Concil.  , ' r. 

Ohm theatrales quoq;  lu- 

: 7 befo  c.  di  ec  larvarum  iudibria  in- 
/Siuius  Tonvj.  ferebantur  *templis,pefli- 
5*  77r'  . , „ mo  quidem  exeinplo,adeo 
* see  Concil.  uc  provilione  canomca, 
27,  & 28  bc«  qua  hie  deterrimus  abulus 
for  aboleretur  , opus  fuerit : 

m prohibition  quem  ex  noftris  diaecefi- 

ncm  fcotaiha*  P • r 

run  , feu  (Co-  buS  J3mut  fPeratnUS>  eJe* 
tallarum,  eta.  &um  gaudemus. 
liarum  potati-  (/)  Pars  5.  cap.6 
onum  con vivh  qUC  procul  abfint  parochi 
ab  omni  luxu  : * Sobrium 
enim  vult  parocham  T* au- 
las , nec  mnlto  vino  dedt - 
tum%  ac  vinopotius  ad  ne - 
ceffitntem  , cjuam  ad  vo 


pro  falutc  ani 
marum  ct  com 
porum  j intro, 
dud  am  provi- 
da  approbation 

nc  profequen*  _ __ 

ITc.uii^et'ca*  l:>ptatemwennm-  Nefciat 
peiianis  pares  ergo  parochi  domus  com- 
meflationes  crapulofas  ; 
execrerur  * copotatknes 
illas,  ad  ^equates  hauftus 
obligatorias , ( which  oar 
owne  ( m)Englijh  Cotincel 
ni>  crebra  ex-  at  Oxford  Anno  HZlAoth 
hortatione,  di* 

ligenter  in^icantjneprobibitionis  hu’us  temerarii  violator c«.  Alioquiri  quosin  hac 
parr<*cu'pab’rcs  inveneri atab  ingreiTii  Ecclefia?  ct  Sacramcnti  in  communicatione 
tamiia  fu  p nfos  ellcdcnuncient  donee  ali  is  ceffantibus  ad  penitentiarium  noftrum 
accdferint  &c.  Communes  nurem  potariones  dcclaramus,  quoties  virorum  multi  tmlo 
ousnum  rum  denarium  excellent,  eifdeiiLdomiciliis  potationis  gratia  immorarur. 
C mmunes ootationes quas fcotallas  mutato  nomine  charitatis  appellant,dereftantes 
iniiu'modi  'otationnm  ai"horcs5et  publiceconvenientesadeaide  e.xcfimunicatosper- 
• ci.'i  nus  pub'ice et  (o'enniter  denunciari, donee  fuper  hocfatifccerintcompetenter^t 
abfbl  «rioms  beneficium  mcruerintobrincreJ«4.7»»  c’t  Aton  Con[iittVr$v incites  Con  i'] 
Ox  owe  nfis  Auno  nii,bo.ind  up  at  tb : end  of  Vnwoodffol,  1 24  ,b» 

folemnlj  [ lilt. 


chialibu*  pr£: 
cipimus  Tub  o- 
berhentiic  de= 
bito  firmi-er 
iungeodo., 
qu^d  parochi a- 


Part3»c.  26.  ThatStagc- 
playes  arc  not  to  bee 
brought  into  the  Church. 
Heretofore  St*ge-play cs  and 
'JhLttmmeries  were  brought 
into  (fharches  by  a mofl  lewd 
example  , fo  that  there  nee - 
ded  a canonic  all  provijion , 
by  which  this  mo  ft  vile  abufe 
might  bee  aboli(hed\  which 
wee  rejoycey  that  now , as  wee 
hope  3 it  is  caft  out  of  our 
dioces% 

Part  5.  cap.  6.  Finally  let 
parijh  priefts  be  farre  front 
all  luxurie  : For  Paul  will 
have  a parifh  prieft  to  be 
fober , not  given  to  much 
wine,  and  uhng  wine  rather 
for  nece/Tity  than  for  plea- 
fare.  Let  a Bifbops  or  rJMi - 
nijters  hottfe  therefore  know 
no  riotous  feafis -Jet  it  abomi- 
nate all  drinking  of  Healths , 
binding  men  to  pledge  them 
by  eejuall  cuvpes , (which 
healthes  an  ancient  Englifh 
Counceli  at  Oxford,  Anno 


Part.  i. 
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Solemnly  cenfure  and  con - 
demne,  tinder  paine  of  ex- 
communication .)  Turpifli- 

mum  putet  nifi  caula  ne- 
ceffitatis  intraic  taber- 
nam,  quad  domum  non 
habeat  ad  edendum  et  bi- 
bendum.  Breviter,  vitet 
omnia  qux  paftoralcm  au- 
thoritatem  aut  dedeco- 
rant,  aut  imminuunt,&c. 

(nJ'Tars  9.C.9,  JO.Dili- 
genterquoq;  populus  ad- 
monendus  eft.cur  ferix,et 
potidimum  dies  Domini- 
ons , qui  atemporibus  A- 
pofcolorum  in  Ecclelia 
temper  Celebris  fuit,  in- 
ftituta  fmt:  nempe,utin 
unum  omnes  pariter  con- 
venient , ad  audiendum 
verbum  Domini,  ad  audi- 
endum quoqiie  iacrui?i  et 
communicandum.  Brevi- 
ter, ad  vacandum  Deo  fo- 
li  5 ut  dies  ilia  tantiim  o- 
rationibus,  hymnis,  pfal- 
mis,  et  canticis  fpirituali- 
bus  tranfigatur.  Hoccine 
eft  fan&ifkareSabbaturn* 
Quamobremcupimus  hif- 
ce  diebus  prohiberi  nun- 
dinas,  claudi  cauponas,vi* 
tari  comme(Tationes,ebri- 
ctates  , lufus  improbos , 
choreas  plenas  infan  i/s, 
colloquia  prava,cantilenas 
tnrpes: 


1222.  hath  long  fince  fo- 
lemnly  condemned  under 
paine  of  excommunication) 

Let  him  repute  it  a mofl  dif- 
honefl  thing  to  enter  into  a 
t aver ne,  unlesit  be  in  cafe  of 
neceffrty\as  if  he  had  no  houfe 
to  eat e and  drinke  in  .Briefly, 
let  him  avoid  all  things 
which  either  difgrace  or  ai- 
minifh  his  paftoral  authority . 

Part  9.  C.  9,10.  T he  peo-  # Crab.Toir.  ? , 
pie  alfo  is  diligently  to  be  ad-  p.  806.  Surius 
monifled , why  holy  dayes  , Tom.  4.  p.7^« 
and  ejpecially  the  Lords  day , 
which  hath  beene  alwayes  fa* 
moHs  in  the  f'hurch  fom  the 
asfpoftles  times  , were  infli - 
t uted  : to  wit , that  all  mifht 
equally  come  together  to 
heare  the  word  of  the  Lord , 
and  likewife  to  heare  and  re- 
ceive the  holy  Sacrament. 

Briefly , that  they  might  ap- 
ply their  mindes  to  God  a» 
lone ; and  that  they  might  be 
Jpent  only  in  prayers  Jhymnes, 
pfalmes,and(pirituall  fongs. 

For  this  is  to  fanClifle  the 
Sabbolh.  Wherefore  wee  de- 
fine, that  on  thefe  dayes  all 
cu Vlayes  fhould  be  prohibited, 
all  victualling  houfes  fbut 
up,  all  riot,drunkennefeydif- 
honefl  Playes,  dances  fraught 
with  frenfies,  wicked  difeour - 
fes, filthy  fongs:  briefly y all 
luxurie 


6i6 


Part.i. 
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o See  Ioanncs 
tan«hecrucius 
De  VitactHo- 
neft.  hcclclia- 
fhcorum  1. 2 .c. 
1 1 ,&i  2, accor- 
dingly. 

3 9- 

f Crab.Concil. 
Tom.  3. p.  8 32-* 


turpes:  breviter,  omnem 
luxu.Na  hiice,et(quae  hxc 
fere  Temper  coniequun- 
tur)  blafphemijs  et  perju- 
rijs,  nomen  Domini  pro- 
fanatur,et  fabbatum(quod 
nos  admonec , ut  quiefca- 
mus  perverfe  agere,et  be- 
nefacere  difeamus ) conta- 
minatur. 


luxurie  to  be  avoided.  For 
by  tbe/e  things , and  that 
( which  for  the  mofl  part  fol* 
l owes  them ) by  blasphemies 
and  perjunes,the  name  of  the 
Lord  is  profaned , and  the 
Sabbath  ( which  admonifheth 
us  that  wee  Jhould  ceafe  to 
doe  ill,  and  learne  to  do  good) 
is  polluted . 


So  that  if  we  beleeve  this  QomcaW  Stage  pi  ayes  ,dan^ 
c*»£,feafting,and  drinking, aref*)** fit  holy-day  or  Lordf- 
day  exercifes , which  fhould  be  whoMy  conlecrated  ro 
Gods  iervice# 

The  39*  is,  Sy nodus  Heidelfheimenfis  , ssfnno  I $39* 
which  doth  thus  exprefle  its  refolution  in  our  cafe. 


(p)  Canon*.  14.  Item  ut 
Clericorum , maxime  be- 
ne heiatorum , vita  fit  ex- 
emplaris  et  accepta  , uni- 
verfis  Clericis  beneficia- 
tis  in  iacris,  et  noftra  diae- 
cefi  conftitutis , conftitu- 
tione  praefenti  diftrieftius 
inhibemus,  ne  ludis  taxil- 
lorum  aut  alijs  levitatibus, 
ac  choreis,haftiludijs,  tor- 
neamentis  et  alijs  fpe&a- 
culis  publicis  et  prohibits 
interfint,  auttalia  exerce- 
ant  prout  pcenas  condig- 
nas  in  contra  facientes  fa- 
efti  exigente  qualitate,  au- 


Can:  14.  C Moreover  that 
the  life  of  (filer gy  men, effect 
ally  of  fuch  who  are  benefi- 
ted, may  be  exemplary  and, 
acceptable  : we ftriElly  inhi- 
bit all  beneficed  Clergy  men , 
which  are  in  orders  with • 
in  our  dioceffe,by  this prefent 
Canon , that  they  be  not  pre- 
fent  at  any  games  at  tables, 
or  at  any  other  vanities , dan- 
ces, tiltings,  torneies , ora- 
ther  publike  prohibited  Jpe- 
ttacles , and  that  they  fra- 
il ife  not  any  of  thefe  them- 
felves,as  they  will  avoid  con - 
digne  punifhments  againfl 


40. 


thoritate  noftra  infligen-  | the  offenders,  the  quality  of 
das,  voluerintevitare  &c.  I the fall  requiring  it, to  be  in- 
Vid*  Ibidem.  j flitted  by  our  authority. 

The  40.  iSj  Concilium  Treverenfe,  Anno  1549.  which 

in 
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fa  7 


in  Cap:  De  LModerandit  Ferijs,  decrees  as  followeth. 

(q)  Et  fi  quis  five  Cle-  | And  if  any  whether  a Clerk^  f Surius  Tom. 
ricus  five  laicus  in  prx-  or  lay  man  in  the  forenamed  4.p.  8 8£.  See 
nominatis  celebribus  fe-  eminent  fefiivalls  Jhall  rajhly  Bochellus  Do- 
ftiSjCom  potationibuSjCho'  or  cornmftmH^  give  him- 
reis,  ludis  5 aut  id  genus  felfe  to  drfsnkennejje,  dances,  xif#7#6cII, 
lafcivijs  et  levitatibus^te-  ‘Tlayes.  or finch  like  laficivi-  throughoutto 
mere  aut  contumacicerie-  onfneffe  and  light  neffie , or  the  fame  pur* 
fe  dederit  aut  immifeuerit,  Shall mtermixe  himfelfe  with  Pofc» 
ab  Odiciaiibus  noftris  ar-  f hem. we  command  that  he  be 
bitrario  pro  modo  delitfli,  pum/hed  by  our  Officials  as 
ctiam  brachi  j fecularis  they  [hall  thinke  ft  .according 
auxilio  (fiopus  erit)  in-  to  the  meafiure  of  his  offence, 
vocato  5 puniri  manda-  falling  in  likewifie  (if  neede 
mus<  * fe)  the  affii fiance  of  the  fie- 

\ cnlar  power . 

Which  fhewes  how  unfeafonable  Dancing , Stage- 
play  es,  and  fuch  other  fports  and  paftimes  are,on  Lordf  ri.Sc6.  Ed.  fa 
dayes,  holy-dayes,  and  other  Chriftian  feilivals,  fet  a- - caP*5* 
part  onely  and  wholly  for  G ods  worjhip  and fer  vice. not  for  ^ * s*‘  here 
fuch  vanities  and  Playes  as  thefe;  asour  owne  (r)Sta- 
tntes. as  well  as  thefe  recited  Councels  teach  us.  *43. 

The  41 . is  Sy nodus  ssfugnftenfis,  <±Anno  1 5 49 .which  41* 
excludes  all  Stage-players  and  Dice-players  from  the 
Sacrament. 

Cap.  IS-  lAlfo  lefl  this  /SuriusTom.4 
mofl  excellent  Sacrament  p.8c7. 
jhotild  fuffer  any  injurie  or 
contempt,  even  by  the  decree 
and  ordinance  of  the  holy 
Fathers  , all  infamous  per - 
fons  are  prohibited  tjrom  re- 
ceiving it.  Iuolers,  inchan - 
ters  , publike  offenders  , je - 
flers , and  thofie  who  additt 
themfelves  to  Playes  prohi- 
bited by  the  Canon  Law  (as 


(f)  Cap . 19.  Item  ne 
hoc  prxcellens  Sacra- 
mentum  aliqua  aflicia- 
tur  injuria  et  contemp- 
tu>  ex  fanftorumPatrum 
decreto  et  inilitutione 
etiam  infames  omties 
ab  ejus  perceptione  pro- 
hibendi  font.  Prseftigiato- 
res  incantatores,  pubiice 
rei,  et  feurrae,  etqui  ludis 
vacat  jure  pontificio  pro- 
hibitis: 


Stage- 


Part.k 
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* See  Ioannis 
Sarisbericnds 
De  NugisCu- 
rialium  lib.  i. 
cap.  f .Gratian. 
Diftin&io  $5. 
Alexander  A* 
lends  pars  4. 
Qined.  11. 
Memb.2.Artic. 

3 9 2.  Mr.  North- 
brooks  Treatife 
againft  Dice- 
play. 

t Snrius  Tom. 

1. p.367.  Crab. 
Tom.i.  p.  186, 
Carranza  fo1. 
?9* 

v Surius  Tom. 

2. p.T0  48.Car- 
j^aza  fol.194. 


hibitis:  itidemq;  fcorta?  et 
lenones,  ij.jnquan^omnes 
ab  Altaris  Sacramento  re- 
moyendi  flint,  donee  vita 
fua  improba  penitus  abdi- 
cata  irrogatam  fibi  pceni- 
tentise  mulcftam  perfolve- 
rint.  Item  ijs  annumeran- 
di  funt,  qui  alearum  luftii 
perpetuo  vacant,  *quibus 
non  eft  porrigendum  ve- 
nerabile  iacramentum,  do- 
nee inde  abftineant.  which 
accords  well  with  (t)  Con- 
cilium Sliberinum , fanon 
79.  Si  quis  fidelis  alea,  id 
eft,  tabula  luferit,  placuit, 
eum  abftinere : et  ft  emen- 
datus  ceffaverit , poft  an- 
num poterit  communione 
reconciliari.  And  with  the 
6.generall  Come  ell  of  Con- 
frantinople,  Qan,  50.  (v) 
Nullum  omniu  five  Cieri- 
cum,  five  Laicum,  abhoc 
deinceps  tempore  alea  lu- 
dere  decrevimus.  Si  quis 
autem  hoc  deinceps  facere 
ab[hoc  tempore  aggreffus 
fuerit,  ,fi  fit  quidem  Cleri- 
cu s5  deponatur,  fi  Laicus, 
feg  regetur. 


Stage-playes  are)  as  alfo 
whores  and  panders  fall  theft 
are  to  be  pat  from  the  Sa- 
crament of  the  <•  Altar , untill 
their  wicked  life  being  wholly 
abandoned  they  J, ball  have  (d- 
tisfied  that  mall}  of  penance 
that  is  impofed  on  them.  To 
thefe  alfo  are  thofe  to  be  ad- 
ded who  perpetually  give  the • 
f elves  to  Dice-play,  to  whom 
the  venerable  (aGrament  is 
not  to  be  adminiflred  untill 
they  abslaine  from  dicing , 
Which  accords  well  with 
the  Councell  of  Eliberis: 
Canon  79.  If  any  beleever 
( or  (fhrifHan ) [ball  play  at 
dice , or  tables,  wee  ordaine, 
that  hee  Jhall  be  excommu- 
nicated : and  if  being  refor- 
med, he  Jhall  give  it  over,  af- 
ter a y ear es  [pace,  he  may  be 
reconciled  and  admitted  to 
theSacr ament.  And  with  the 
6.  Councell  of  Conftantino- 
ple  Can.  50.  We  decree,  that 
none  of  all  the  Clergy  of  Lai- 
ty ,t [hall  from  this  time  for- 
wards play  at  dice.  And  if  a- 
ny  one  fi'om  henceforth  [hall 
hereafter  attempt  to  doe  it', if 
he  be  a ( lergy  man,  let  him 
be  depofed'3  if  a Lay  man,  let 
him  be  excommunicated. 
Which  Councells  I would  our  common  Dice-play- 
ers and  gamefters  would  ferioufly  confider. 

The 


Part.  i. 


Hiftrio-Maflix. 


The  42.  is,  Concilium  Colonienfe,Anno  1 549.where 
1 finde  this  notable  Canon  to  our  prefent  purpofe. 

Cap  : 1 7.  Percepimus  Cap.  1 7.  We  have  under - 
Comazdiaru  adores  quof-  flood  that  certnine  tsfttors  of 
darn,  non  fcena  et  thea-  | (fiomediesnot  contented  with 
tris  contentos  tranfire  e-  the  ft  age  and  theatres 3 have 


tiam  ad  rnonafteria  moni- 
alium  , ubigeftibus  pro- 
phanis  y amatoribus  et  fe- 
cularijs  conimoveant  vir- 
ginibus  voluptatem.  Qusc 
ipedacula , etiamfi  de  re- 
bus facris  et  pijs  exhibe- 
rentur,parum  tamen  boni, 
mali  verb  plurimum  re- 
linquere  in  fandimonia- 
lium  mentibus  poflunt , 
geftus  esternos  fpedanti- 
bus  et  mirantibus , csete- 
rum  verba  non  intelligent 
tibus.  Ideo  prohibemus 
et  vetamus  pofthac,  vel 
comsedias  admitti  in  vir- 
ginum  monafteriajvel  vir- 
gines  comazdias  fpt  dare 


entred  into  Tanneries  ; where 
they  make  the  T^ons  merry 
with  their  prophane, amorous 
and  fecular  geftures.  Which 
Stage-playes*  although  they 
confifted  of  f acred  and  pious 
fubietts,  can  yet  notwithftan- 
ding  leave  little  good , but 
much  hurt  in  the  mindes  of 
holy  virgins  who  behold  and 
admire  the  ext  email  geftures 
enelyfut  under  ft  and  not  the 
words, Therefore  we  prohi- 
bit and  forbid , that  from 
henceforth  no  comadies  /hall 
be  admitted  into  the  CMo- 
nafteries  of  Tfynnes  , nei- 
ther [hall  Virgins  be  Jpetla- 
tors  of  comedies . 


An  unanfwerable  evidence  of  the  defperate  venemous 
corruption  of  Stageplayes.  For  if  comardies  even  of  re- 
ligious and  holy  fubjeds,  void  of  all  fcurrility,  would 
■with  their  very  geftures  and  adion  contaminate  the 
mindes,and  enflame  the  lufts  of  * devoted  mortified  'Vfons 
themfelves , and  the  moftchaft  virgin  fpedators  , much 
more  wiliamarous  wanton  Comedies  corrupt  all  other 
adors  and  fpedators , and  kindle  a very  flame  of  noy- 
fome  lufts  within  their  breads. 

The43.  is,  Synodus  Cfrfoguntina,  Anno  1549.  which 
decreeth  thus  agamft  Stage-playes , dancing , and  the 
like* 

(j)  CaP: 
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42. 

x Surius  Tom* 
4.P.S52.  Einius 
Tom.'.p.?^ 


^ Notd. 


* So  the  Papifts 
repute  them, 
though  many 
of  them  have 
beeneand  yet 
ate  notorious 
ftrumpets.Sec 
Bales,  Adis  ef 
Englifh  Vota- 
ries.Onus  Ec- 
cle(ise,cap.i2o 
feet.  1 2.  & the 
Anatomy  of 
the  Enjdifli 
Nonnery  at 
Lisbcrne,ac- 
cordingly. 

43. 


K k.k.k.2, 
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Part,  i 


Hijirio-Mi tflix. 


J Surius  Tom.  (y)CM.6o,6uDtx mi  no- 
4.^870,874,  vici/s  facerdotibus  hujus 
facri  primitiae  celebrantur, 
fcrio  mandamus,  choreas 
et  fecularespompas  omit- 
lendas  &c.  Sed  et  fanclo- 
rum  celebritates  in  di- 
em dominicam  incidences 
cenfemus  fubmovendas , 
et  in  feriam  aliqpam  prae- 
cedentem  vel  iubfequen- 
rem  tranffercndas , quo 
fan&orum  omnium  Do- 
mino fua  confervetur  io- 
lennitas  &c.  Et  quo  Dei 
gloria  in  obfervatione  di- 
vini  cultus  magis  illuftre- 
tur  , et  fiddium  devotio 
minus  impediatur;  diebus 
dominicis  et  feftivitatibus 
celebrioribus , mercimo- 
nia^  tripudia , faltationes, 
quas  damnat  Concilium 
^ See  Condi.  * Toletanum,  et  prophana 
here-  {pefraCula  , decernimus 
non  permittenda  : fimul 
etiam  ludicra  qugedam  a 
pietare  aliena,  et  theatris^ 
quam  Templis  aptiora, 
cenfemus  in  Ecclefi/s  non 
admittenda.  . 

fap. 74-  Clerici  infuper 
tabernas  publicas  evitent 
nift  eas  peregre  proficif- 
centes  ingredi  oporteat , 
et  tarn  inibi  quam  domi 
et  alibi  a crapula  et  ebrie- 
, tatibus, 


Cap:<?Oj6l«  We  ferioujly 
command , that  whiles  the 
firfi  fruites  of  this  ficrifice 
are  celebrated  bj  new-ordai- 
ned 7>riefts  , dances  and  all 
fecular  fbewes  be  wholly  o - 
mitted  &c.  Wee  likewife  de- 
cree, that  thofe  folemnities  of 
the  Saints  which  happen  upon 
the  Lords  day , {hall  be  remo- 
ved and  tranff  erred  to  fome 
precedent  or  fubfequent  holy 
day,  whereby  due folemnity 
may  be  prefervedto  the  Lord 
of  all  Saints  &c.  And  that 
the  glory  of  Cjod  may  be  more 
illustrated  in  the  obfervati 0 
of  divine  worjhip  ,and  the  de- 
votion of  the  faithfull  may 
be  leffe  kindred*,  wee  decree 
that  §n  Lordf-dayes  dr  more 
eminent feflivals,  merchan - 
difes,  dances,  morrices  and 
prophane  dances , which  the 
(founcel  of  Toledo  condemns , 
are  not  to  be  tolerated : and 
we  hkewife  refolve,  that  cer- 
taineTlayes  that  are  farre 
fro  piety, & more  fit  for  The- 
atres than  T emples,  are  not 
to  be  admitted  in  (fhurches. 

Cap.74.  Moreover  (fl ergy 
men  mufl  avoid  all  publike 
tzivernes,unles  it  be  upon  oc - 
capon  whiles  they  are  travel- 
ling ; and  as  well  there  as  at 
home  and  elfewhere  theymufb 
wholly 


Part,  i 
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Hi(lrio-MaJlix< 


tibus  omnique  ludo  a ju- 
re prohibito  9 blafphemi- 
is,  rixis , et  alijs  qutbui- 
cunque  exceflibus  et  of- 
fenfionibus , penitus  ab- 
ftineant.  Choreas , fpe- 
dlaculaq;  ec  convivia  pub- 
lica  vitent , ne  ob  luxum 
petulantiamq;  eorum  no- 
men Ecclefiafticum  male 
audiac. 


wholly  abfiaine  from  furfet-  z see  Conci!. 

ting  anddrunhenneffe,and e - Carthag.^.Ca. 

very  Play  prohibited  by  law  1 f*  4 ?•  Aquif- 

(as  all  Sta^e-playes  ar e)from  §ran  wrc?an# 

1 1 CL1  'Ll  J ,/  45*  Matifco- 
blafphemtes  ,brawles  ,and  all  nfnpe  T ^an  ^ 

other  excejfes  and  offences  &2.Can.i$. 

whatfoever • They  mutt fmn  i 5.  Conftanti- 

dances,fhiPe'playes,and pub-  nop.CCan.27. 

like  feafir,  left  the  Scclefta-  c^tfi^Tut 

fticall name  belli reportedof  r0nenfej.Can.' 

for  their  luxury  & want  ones  4,1 ,7,8,  Late* 

The  former  part  of  which  Canon  prohibits  Clergy  ranenfefubln. 

men  from  wearing  coflly  appar  ell, f Ikes  and  velvets, which  } J# 

fin  dry  other  ( z?)  Councels  have  condemned  inHifhops , fabLe- 

Minifters , and  all  other  (flergy  men , who  [houldbe  pat - oneio.Seffp. 

of  humility  and  frugality , of  luxury,  yride,  and  De  Cardinali- 

worldly  pompe  to  others ,as  many  filken  and  fatyn  Divines 

noware*  PaSft.5r 

457.Mcdiolanenfe  i.apudBinium,Tom.^.p.8p  1,892.  Nicamum  l.Can.K*.  Valenti- 
mim  Can.t^.Cabilonenfe  2.Can.4.Tridentinum  SefT.ii.Decretum  De Rcformatio- 
necap.  Concilii  Bafilicnr.Appendix.SuriusTom.4.p.2  2 232  2^.  See  Ioannis  Langhe* 
cruciusDe  Vitaet  Honeftate  Clericoramlib.  2.c.i,3,,  & Bochellus  Decretorum  Ec- 
clefiae  Gal!icanaehb.6.Tit.l7*De  Veftibuset  Ornatu  Clericorump.ioi  6.  See.  where 
fundry  other  Councels  are  cited  to  this'purpofc. 

The44-is5  Concilium  Panfienfe,  Anno  1557.  where  I 
finde  thefe  Conftitutions. 


(i)  Cccteros  dies  feftos 
Dominicis  Ecclefia  addi- 
dit3ut  beneficiorum  a Deo 
et  fan&is  ejus  nobis  colla- 
torum  memores  effemu.% 
fan&orum  exempla  fefta- 
remur  &c.  orationi  vaca- 
remus,  non  aucem  ocio  et 
ludis  &c.  Moneant  autem 
Eccleharum  Reftores  fub- 
ditos  fuos  ut  prscdifHs  di* 
ebus  feftis  in  templum 
con- 


The  (fhurch  hath  added 
other  holy-dayes  to  Lordf- 
dayes , that  wee  mipht  be 
mindef till  of  the  benefit  s be- 
fiowed  upon  us  by  God  and 
his  Saints  , that  wee  might 
follow  the  examples  of  the 
Saints,  that  wee  might  de - rum  Tom.5.p( 


44. 

d Bochellus 
Decretorum 
Ecclefia:  Galli- 
cana:  1.4.Tit.7« 

caP-3  3>  l6-  P- 
583.  SeeHRa- 
banus  Mau- 
rus  Homilia 
In  Dominicis 
diebus,  Ope* 


vote  our  [elves  to  prayer,  not 
to  idlenes  andcP  layes  .Ther- 
fore  let  Rettors  of  Churches 
admonif  their  Parifhioners, 
K k.kk.3  that 


604, 60  ac- 
cordingly. 


6zz 


Hijlrio-Maftix. 


Part.i. 


conveniant  , illudq;  fre- 1 that  on  tbeforefaidfeaffdayes 
quentent  pie  ac  reiigiofc  j they  come  together  into  the 


#Nota. 


audituri  qua?  in  ijs  lacra 
aguntur.*  Condones  at- 
tente  audiant , Deum  pia 
mente  et  religiofo  affedu 
venerentur  et  colant.  His 
autem  die  bus,  utdi&um 
eft3  celfent  ludi,  chorea:, 
ebrietates , vaniloquia , 
et  qusecunque  divinam 
poflunt  ofFendere  maje- 
ftatem  &c. 


b Bochellu^ 
Decretorum 
Ecdefiae  Gallii 


(b)  Fraternitates  eas 
quse  ad  conameflationes 
canac  l.s.Tir.10  et  ebrietates  ut  plurimum 
M.p.974*  See  fiunt3  reprobamus.  Infu- 
Conol.jC  be-  p£r  baculorurn  cum  ima, 

ginibus  condudum  ad 
doinos  laicorum,cum  tur- 
ba  facerdotum  , imilie- 
rum,  et  mimorum,  di- 
flride  fiib  poena  excom- 
municationis,  et  emendx 
arbitrariae  inhibemus,  et 
prxeipue  clericis , ne  ta- 
libus  fele  immifeeant,  aut 
aftenfutn  quovis  modo 
prseften 


Church  , and  that  they  fre- 
quent it  pioufly  and  religiouf- 
ly,  to  he  are  thofe  holy  things 
that  are  done  in  them.  Let  the 
attentively  heare  fermons , let 
them  reverence  and  worjhip 
God  with  a pious  rmnde  and 
religious  affeflion.  csfnd  on 
thefe  day  es,  as  it  is  faid,  let 
play  es, dances  }drunkenes  yvain 
difcourfes,and  what  ever  may 
offend  Cjods  majefiy  >ceafe  &c+ 
We  rejett  thofe  fraternities 
which  are  for  the  moft  part 
made  for  rioting  and  drun- 
kenneffe.  Moreover  we  ftritt- 
ly  inhibit  under  paine  of  ex- 
communication,  and  an  arbi- 
trary mull},  the  carrying  a - 
bout  offtaves  with  images  to 
the  houfes  of  lay  men  with  a 
company  ofPriefis , of  women 
and  Stage-players : and  if  e- 
dally  wee  prohibtt  Clergy 
men, that  they  joyne  not  them- 
felves  with  fuch  affemblies, 
nor  yet  affent  unto  them 
ny  meanes . 


a- 


L. 

45*  The  45.  is,  Concilium  Tridentinum  , which  the  (c) 

e Sec  Surlus  3 Papifis  boaft  to  be  oecumenicall , though  (d)  Proteffants 
Biuius,&  Car*  oainfay  it.  Which  Counceli,  Seffio  34*  Anno  Dorn:  1 563  . 

ranza,  Andra^  Decretu  de  Reformatione  C 'an* 1 *.decreeth  as  followeth. 
dius  Defend 

Concilii  Tndentini,  & Bellarm.  De  Concihi'.  d SeeBifhop  Iewels  Bpiftle  concer- 
ning tSe  Counceli  of  Trent,  Hi  (lory  of  the  Councell  of  Trent,  £dit.t.p.8  1 i.&c.  Dr. 
Crakenthorp  HisVigilius  Dormitans,  e,  1 ££1.3  i.to  40. 

Omnes 
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Hiftrto-Maftix. 


( e ) Omnes  vero  Cle- 

rici  per  fe,  et  non  per  fub- 
ititucos  compellantur  ob- 
ire  odicia  &c.  Ab  illici- 
tifque  venationibus,  au- 
cupijs,  chords,  tabernis, 
lufibufque  abftineant,  at- 
que  ea., .morum  integrita- 
te  pol leant, ut  merito  Ec 


Let  ad  Q'rgy  men  ^ c com' ' * Concilium 

petted  to  dtfcharae  their  du-  Tridentinum. 
r.  r *1  ri  Seffio  a^.Suri- 

nes  or  cures  by  themfelves , usTonM.pag. 

not  by  their  fubftitutes.  Let  979< 


Seffio  7.  De 
Reformat,  c.s, 
3.Sef$io  14.De 
Reformat.Can. 
8,9.  &Sef«io 
23.  De  Refor- 
mat. Can. 1, 5c 
1*. 


them  abftaine  from  hunting  , f See  Seflfio  6. 
hanking, dances ,tav  ernes  and  Rcformati- 

Playes ; and  let  them  exec 1 1 in  °n^an‘ llf* 
that  integrity  of  miners , that 
».w  yyy ,4v«iiL^  they  may  be defcrvedly  called , 

clefi^SenatUS  dici  poflint.  1 the  Senate  of  the  Church. 

So  much  pretended  goodnefle  at  leaft  was  there  in 
this  T rent  Councell , as  to  prohibit  all  Clergy  mens  re^ 
fort  to  tav  ernes,  dances , Playes , and  fuch  like  /ports  : and 
to  enjoyne  them  even  in  proper  perfon  for  tofeede  their  £ Concilium 
flockes , and  not  by  proxie;  ifjn-refidence  being  fuch  an  Nicaenum  t. 
odious  crime  in  thofe  Bi/hops,  Paflors  and  CMiniflers  who  Eifocrinum  * 
have  the  cure  of foules  ;thzt  this  very  (f)  Trent  Conncell , Can#I  9.^rcia„ 
together  with  feme  (g)  54  others , and  ftmdry  (h)  Cano-  tenfe  1.  Can. z. 

22.  & 2.  Can. 

Can.l3.AntiochejuimCan.3,i7,-  l,22,Sardicenfe  Can.  t,  1,3,1  *,20,  Conftantipoli- 
tanum  i.Can.2.  5c  6.Can.8.Carthaginenfe  3.Can.37,38.  6c  4. Can. 14,20,27.  6c  7. 
Can. 5. 6c  *.Can,  r f ,i6.Aphricanum  Can.j8.Agatenfe  Can.64.  ChalcedonenfbCan. 
3,10,20, 23, 27,SuriusTom.2.  p.198.,201, 204,205.  6c  Actio  to.  p.177.  Vencticum 
Can.  1 4,Tbid.p.277.  Tarraconenfe  Can.7.Ibid.p.29i.  LondinenfcfubOttone,  Mattfi, 
Parif.  Hift.Angliae  p.436.  Turonenfe  r.  Can.  n. 6c  j.Can.4.  Toletanum  2.Can,2. 6c 
1 i.Cai).2,Aurelianenfe  2.Can.i4.6c  ^.Can.i  i.Bracarenfe  3. Can. 8.  Apud  Palatium 
VernisCan.n.Nicamum  2.Can.io,i5.  Arelatenfe  4.Can.3,io.Cabilonenfe  2-Can„  . 
72,74.Aquifgranenfe  Anno  8 x6.Can.4  7,70,7 1 ,87.6c  Sub  Ludovico Pio  Anno  833. 
Can.i  1, 1 ^.Parifienfel.i.c.2i,36.Me]denfeCap.i8,29,36,^o.  Valcntinu  Cap.i4,i6» 
Cipit.Grscarum  SynodorumCap.i.Can. 7, 6,1 1,12,6c  34»Surius  Tom.2.p.7  j 3,774, 

7 ^.Concilium  ArifnineafeCap.40.  SunusTom. i.p  4 37. a*  Mediolanenfe  apudBi- 
nium  Torr.4.p.894.SynodusHeldenicimen(is  Anno  i^39.apud  Crab.Tom.^.p.S^g 
Concil.  Lingonenfe  AAno  1 404.  Nanetenfe  Anno  1264.  Apud  Salmurum  1 278.  Pi« 
ftavienfe  1 3 87.Lingonenfe  Anno  1431,6:  1 457,6c  1 7 37.  Andegavenfe  1269. Car- 
notenfe  173 ^.Parifienfe  1557.  Ebroicenfc  1776. Burdigenfe  1 582.  Rhemenfe  158$* 
Turoncnfe  1 583.  Aquenfe  1 587.  & ThoJofanum  1790.  Aoud  Bocbellum  Decret.Ec- 
clefia;GalUib.7.Tit. ic#DePaftorum  ReGdentia.Vid.Tbidem.  h Apoftolomm Cano- 
nesCan.T  3, 14,1 7,3 7,57. Epif>.Damafi  Papa?  i.Apud  Surium  Tom.  r. p.4.66, 467^0 
Epift.Decretalium,Epift.§2.c.8.  Decreta  Hilarij  Papae,c.i,3,5.  SuriusTom.2.  p.2§3, 
lSij.Decieta  Ioannis  ?.cap.3.Tbid.p.656,677.Decreta  Pelagii  2.1bid.p.6^3,  664.21,, 
Capit.Adrianae  papaf.SuriusToir.j.p,  2 $6,Decrc;a  Eugenii  Papa?  cap,  1 i.lbid.p.j  58. 

vicall  ? 
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Part.  i. 


Nicholai  i Re-  mc.ill  finjUtxtions,  have  folemnly  condemned  it,  as  our 
ftripta,  Tit.ic.  ovvne  Canons  and  Writers  doe. 
caP*f>^>7«  tin- 

wood  Conftit.Provinc.l^.Tir.de  ClericisNonrcfidctuibus,fol.9^97.0thoboni  Coa- 
KHtutioncs  Apud  Ioan.dc  Aton  Dc  Refidentia  V’icari‘orum,fol.74.0e  Kefidcntia  Ar- 
chiepi£etEpifc.fol  92.6c  delnfUtutionibus  fol  98.to  1 1 j.Sutnma  AngelicatClericus: 
fed.  7.  Summa  Rofella  Tit. Refidetitia.  Ioannis  de  Burgo  Pupilla  Oculi,  pars  9.  c.^. 
cuminfinitisaliis 


46. 

f BiniusTom.4 
p.883«Langhe* 
erudusde  Vita 
ct  Honeftate 
Clericorum  !.2. 

C.X2.  p.3»aa 

Szi* 


The  46.  is,  Concilium  CMediolanenfe  1.  zAnno  1 560. 
where  I finde  thele  following  Contentions. 


(i ) Et  quoniam  pie 
introdufta  confuetudo  re- 
prsefentandi  populo  vene- 
randam  Chrifti  Domini 
paffionem , et  gloriofa 
martyrnm  certamma,  ali- 
orumque  fandorum  res 
geftas,  hominum  perver- 
htate  eo  dedu<fta  eft  , ut 
multis  offenfioni,  multis 
etiam  rifui  et  defpecftui 
fit;  ideo  ftatuimus,  ut  de- 
inceps  Salvatoris  paftio 
necin  facro,  nec  in  pro- 
phano  loco  agatur,  fed 
dofte  et  graviter  eatenus 
a coucionatoribus  expo- 
natur,  ut  qui  funt  uberes  • 
concionum  frates,  pie- 
tatemetlachrymas  com- 
movrcant  audttoribus  , 
quodadjuvabic  propofita 
crucifixi  Salvatoris  ima- 
go, caeteriqjpij  a&usex- 
terni  quos  EccleCix  pro- 
bates efle  Epifcopus  ju- 
dicabit.  Item  fan&orum 
martyria  et  acliones,  ne 
agaatur , 


*s4nd  becaufe  the  piously 
introduced  cufiome  of  repre- 
fenting  to  the  people  the  vene* 
ruble  pajfton  of  (fhrifl  the 
Lord , and  the  glorious  com- 
bat es  of  martyrs  and  a Sis  of 
other  Saints,  is  brought  to 
fuch  a paffe  by  the  perverfe - 
nejfe  of  men,  that  tt  is  an  of- 
fence to  many , andlikewtfea 
matter  of  much  * derifon  and 
contempt  to  many  : we  there- 
fore decree,  that  fom  hence- 
forth the  pajfton  of  our  Savi- 
our be  no  more  a Sled  neither 
in  any  facred  or  profane  place, 
but  that  tt  be  learnedly  and 
gravely  declared  by  the  prea- 
chers in  fuch  fart,  as  that  they 
may  fiirre  up  piety  and  teares 
in  the  auditors  , ( which  are 
the  most  profitable  fruit es  of 
fermons  ) which  the  pi  Slur  e of 
our  crucified  Saviour  fet  be- 
fore them , and  other  ext  email 
pious  aSlions  which  the  Bi- 
fihop  Jhall  judire  to  be  appro- 
ved by  the  Church,  will  helpe 

to 
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ne  agantur , fed  ita  pi£ 
narrentur  , ut  audito- 
rs ad  eorurn  imitatio- 
nem,  vencrationem  et 
invocationem  excitcn- 
tur. 

(kj  fap.  De  F eft  0 rum 
dieru  cultu.  I js  etia  die- 
bus  iuidebunt  Epiicopi, 
ne  ptrlonati  homines  m- 
ced«nt*ne  ludi  equeftres, 
cenamina,  aut  alia  ludi- 
era  aut  inania  lpe&acu- 
laadhibeautur.  Chores, 
faltationes  in  urbibus  y 
fuburbijs,  opidis^vicis^ 
aut  ufquam  omnino  ne 
patiantur. 

(1)  Cap  .Dear  mis, lu- 
distjpeSlaculis,  etejufmo- 
di  d Clerico  vitandis. 
Clerici  perfonati  non 
inccdant : choreas  pub- 
licasvel  privatas  nona- 
gant.  A venatione  abfti- 
nebunt,fabulis,  comsedi- 
is,  haftiludijs.ali  jfq;  pro- 
phanis  et  inanibus  l'pe- 
daculis  non  intererunt ; 
ne  aures  et  oculi  facris 
offieijs  addi&i,  ludicris 
et  impuns  aftionibus 
fermonibufque  diftrafti 
poiluantur.Clericalis  or- 
dinis  hominibus  omni 
genere  faitationis  et  ludi 
praelcrtim  verb  alest  ct 
tefle- 


to  further.Likewife  let  not  the 
martyr  domes  & a St  ions  of  the 
Saints  be  played, but  fo  pioufty 
related , that  the  auditors  may 
bee  excited  to  their  imitati- 
on,veneration  ,and  invocation  % 

Cap.  Of  the  obfervation  ,RI n;m 
ofholy-dayes.  Onthefe dayes  ^384. 
the  T if  ops  fall  endeavour , 
that  no  man  goe  di/guifed^that 
no  Cirque-play es , combates, 
or  other  paftimes  or  vaine  Jpe* 

Slacles  be  exhibited . Let  no 
morr ice-dances  be  fujferedin 
Cities  j fuburbes  , townes , 
villages , or  in  any  other  place 
whatfoever . 


Cap.  Of  weapons,  playes, 
fpe&acles , and  fuch  like  to 
be  fhunned  by  Clergy  men. 
Clergy  men  may  not  difguinc 
themfelves  ,or  put  on  a vizard; 
they  may  not  lead  any  pub  like 
or  private  dances . They  fall 
abftaine  from  hunting,  tables , 
comadies,  and  tiltings , neither 
fall  they  be  prefen  t at  other 
profane  or  ridiculous  jpe Ba- 
cles  ‘left  the  eyes  and  eartt  de- 
voted to ficred  offices  being  di- 
ft  rafted , fould  be  polluted 
I with  impure  aftions  and  (pec - 
I ches.  We  prohibit  Clergy  men 
all  kinde  of  dancing  , and  of 
play , but  e feci  ally  of  dice  and 
tables . Tfeither  doe  we  onely 
LI  1 1 forbid 


/Binius  IbM. 
P-8?S* 
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fair  bid  them  to  play,  but  wee 
will  Kot  fo  much  as  have  them 
Jpe&ators  of  pi  ties,  or  to  admit 
any  one  to  play  in  their  houfes . 

And  were  not  thefe  ranke 
Puritans  thinke  ye? 

Chapter.  Of  Stage-players 
and  Dicers.  Of  thefe  alfo  wee 
have  thought  %ood  to  admo- 
ni  jh  Princes  and  Magiflrates , 
that  they  banijh  out  of  their 
territories  all  Sfoge-p layer s , 


m Binius  ibid,  tefl’erarum  ac  talorum  in* 
p.9o639o7.  terdicimus.  Nec  folutn 
ludere  vetamus,  fed  eos 
Sex/PariTde  ludorum  fpedatores  effe 
Putcodc  Ludc.  noluimus,  aut  quenquam 
BaptiftaCacci-  ludentem  in  aedibus  fiiis 
lialupusde  Lit-  permjttcre. 
do.  Stephanus  r , . rn  m-i l • 

Coftadc  l.uJo  rn)C*?;V'Hiflrlo. 
ia  Tradat.Tra.  tiibus  et  sSfleatorwus .De 
ftatuum.lug=  his  etiam  Principes  et 
duni  Anno  Magiftratuscommonen- 
154  j.p*M7*to  fos  e(Te  dnximus,uthi- 
Sarisbcrienfis  ftriones et  m linos  3C£te- 
DeNugisCu*  rofq;circulatores  et  e/us  j tumbler  s,)uglers, offers , and 
rialiuml.i.c.y.  generis  perditos  homi-  ! other  caftawayes  of  this kjndey 
Lyra?  Prascep-  ngs  £ fuis  finibus  eiici-  [ and  that  they  feverely  punifh 
vo  Prxcepto.  ant,  et  in  caupones  et  a-  . victuallers  ani  all  others 
Alexander  Pa-  iios  quicunque  eos  recc-  whatfoever  who  Jhall  receive 
bricius  Deftru-  perint  acriter  ammad-  them^isPnd  becaufeit  is  found 
Arinin  Vino*  yertant.  Etquoniam  ufu  by  experience,  that(n)  robbe - 

rum  par*  4.  c.  ^ 

1$  Alvams  Pelagius  DePlan&u  Ecclefis:  lib.  1, Artie  2S.  fol.  B.  Danaru*  De 
jLudo Aleasdih. Alexander Alenfis  Summa  Theologiie  pars  a.  Quseft.ii.MemK  i. 
fetf.4.p.39i,?9i.  Maphcus  Vegiusde  EJucatioae  Liberorum  I.3.C.  7.  Bibl.Parrum. 
Tona.xy.p.8^4  F.G.5<  J.  .c.  14.  p.848. C.  Roger  Hutchir.fon  his  Image  oFGod  and 
man.Epifth:  Dedicatv>ry.Sir  Thomas  Eliot:  Governour.l.  .c.x6.  Agrippa  de  Vanitatc 
Scienriarum; Cap.14. Mr.  George  Whetfton  his  EnemicofVnthrifrinefle  or  mirrour 
for  all  MigiitrarcSjfol.a  $.to  * o.  Media  Villa  pars  4.  In  Sentenr.Diflinftio  K.Anic. 
J7.Qu2eft.  3.  fo!.  izijitf.  Mr.Stubs  his  Anatomy  of  Abufcs,  pae.  1 2,9.  to  1 34.  Mr. 
Northbrooke  his  Treatileagainft  dice*p'ay.  Mr. Samuel  Byrd  his  Trearife  of  the  plea. 
fmesofthisprefentlire.fipiftletotheReadcr.3c  cap.i,  2,^.  Richard  Ricehisdeftiu&i- 
onoffmall  Vices:  Ioannis  I.anghecruciusde  Vira  et  Honeftate  Ecclefiafticorum  1.2. 
C.19.&  l.j.c.’.  Sirmma  Angelica,  & Summa  Kofella.Tit.Luduset  Alea.  Bp.  Babing- 
ton, Beacon , Perkin*,  Lake,  Dod,Elton,Do\vnhnm,  Williams, Ames,and  others  upon 
the  R.Commandcment  Dr  Humphrey  of Nobiliiy  lib. 3.  Mr.  Thomas  Gatakerofthe 
Right  ule  of  Lots, and  hisdefence  ofthat  Vreatife,  R.  Rawlidge  hisfeourging  oftypu 
1‘ersp.T.to  6.  ToftntusTom.io.in  part  $.  Marth  6.  QiasR.  f j.to  5 7.  and  6 7.  Olaus 
Magnus  H ftoriae  I.r.  c.i2,i  p.C72, 57?.  Marianus  Socious  Senenfis  fuperparr.  ?. 
lib.$.Decretal:um de  E.vcefsibus Prse’atornm capi  1 ,f . 73-to  80  Lefsiusde  Iuftitia  et 
lurel.a  c.  z6.p.  3 13. to  31 8. with  infinite  others  who  have  written  againft  dice-pEy. 
Vincentius  Speculum  dechinale  U 1 1 .c.97. 

com-  I ries: 
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compertum  eft,  ex  alex 
ludo  lxpe  furta,  rapinx, 
fraudes,  blafphemias,  a- 
liaq;  id  generis  flagitia 
proficifci,prohibeat  tax- 
ilis  aut  alea  Iudi,  ec  gra- 
viterin  publico  s aleato- 
res,  ctin  eos  qui  hu/uf- 
inodiludis  interlint^qui- 
ve  domum  ad  recipien- 
dos  Iudentes  expofitam 
llabent  animadvertant. 
Maxime  vero  cfficiant , 
Ut  bonis  artibus  inftitu- 
cndis  vel  renovandis 


o- 


ries,  thefts , ft  nudes  flaffhe- 
mies , and  other  wickednejfes 
of  this  kinde,  doc  oft  froceede 
ftem  dice- flay  * let  them  for- 
bid all  flaying  at  tables  and 
dice  , and  feverely  f unify  all 
common  dicers , and  thofe 
who  are  frefent  at  fuch 
games , or  keepe  houfes  to  re- 
ceive fuch  gamefters . 12 ut 

let  them  chiefly  endeavour  to 
effett  , that  idlenejfe  may  as 
much  as  may  bee  quite  bani - 
fed  out  of  Citties  by  in  flit  u~ 
ting  or  renewing  good  arts . 


4 See  Condi* 
tutiones  Caro* 
linx  Kubr.  30, 
gt.  Andreas 
Friciusde  Re- 
pub iica  Emcn- 
dendaj.x.c.17. 
p.62.,6  ^accor- 
dingly. 


tia,  quantu  fieri  poreric, 
c civitatibimollantur. 

If  therefore  all  Stage-players,  tumblers,  and  common 
dicers  are  thus  to  be  banifhed  and  caft  out  of  the  com- 
mon wealth  , and  all  thofe  to  be  feverely  punifhed  who 
entertaine  or  harbour  them,  their  Piayes  muft  certainly 
be  execrable,  intollerable,  which  make  their  perfons 
filch. 

The  47.  is  Synodus  Ebroicenfts  ay^nno  157 6.  where 
I finde  thefe  following  Canons. 


( 0 ) Dies  feftos  fecun- 
dum  Scripturas  inftituit 
Deus  in  monumentu  ac 
memoria  iuoru  benefici 
0111,  uc  ea  homo  agnof* 
cerer,  et  de  iplis  gratias 
ageretj&c.quoniam  fcfta 
a creatione  mundi  fue- 
ru  it  introdufta,  u ani- 
mus cum  corpore  ceffa- 
ret  afieculo,  et  avocare- 
tor 


Cjod  according  to  the  Serif - 
tUres  hath  affointed  holy- 
day  es  for  a monument  and  re- 
membrance of  his  benefits  ,th  at 
men  might  acknowledge  them , 
and  give  thankes  for  them , 
&c.  becaufe  feafls  were  in- 
troduced from  the  beginning 
of  the  world , that  the  minds 


4 7. 

b Bochellus 
decre  orum 
Ecckfiae  Gals 
licanxl.^.Tit* 
7.C.51.P.58  7* 
*38. 


with  the  body  might  ceafe  flom 
the  world,  and  might  beavo - 
a lolicitudimbus  et ! cated  from  the  cares  and  la~ 
labo- ! Lilli  bouts 


1 
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bid.Tit.  r.  cap- 


48. 


q Bochellus 
Decret.Ecclef. 

cap.S.p.544. 


r BocbeHws 
Ibid.  T>>.  7. 
cap.26,27,30. 
p.j8 1,582, 
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laboribus  hujus  mundi, 
occuparetur  verb  in  Dei 
obicquio , recognofcen- 
dis  cj  is  benefieijs  ct  gra- 
tijs  referenda.  Arbirra- 
mur  vera  nullo  feculo 
g avins  nec  frcquencius 
peccan  conira  teitorum 
iancta  c : icg.ama  obier- 
vatic ne  qiu.n  in  noftro; 
qaan  Joquide  piures  ipia 
inlui  juc  voluptacibus  hu- 
jus  ie:u!i  lectaadis,  in  ta- 
bernis,  ganeis,  lufibus  il- 
liciris  y a c ali js  va ms  arq; 
etiam  viciolis  a&ionibus 
&c.(p)£cde(ix  hoitiari/ 
ergo  diebus  feftis  obte  r- 
vecet  notet,  qui  de  prd- 
by  teris  et  parochianis  ab' 
faerintab  Ecctefijsjet  i.i- 
quirant,  qua  de  caufa  de- 
fecennt;  aninterta  cau- 
poruset  lufibus  tempus 
infumant  &c. 


hours  of  this  world , hut  jet 
occupied  in  the  fervice  of  God, 
in  recognizing  his  benefits  }and 
r endring  thankes . But  wee 
thin  he  verily  , that  in  no  age 
men  offended  more  grievoufly 
and  frequently  againfi  the  ho- 
ly and  l aw  full  obfervation  of 
feslivalls,  than  in  ours ; fince 
many  con  fume  them  in follow- 
ing the  pleafurss  of  this  world , 
m tnvernes , in  brothels , in 
unlarvfull  ^layes  , and  in  0- 
ther  vaine,yeay  andvitious  a- 
Elions y &c.  Let  therefore  the 
~d oore-heepers  of  the  Church 
upon  holy  dayes  obferve  and 
note  which  of  the  EPresbyters 
and  Parifhioners  fball  be  ab - 
rent  from  the  Churches  Offi- 
ces , and  inquire  for  what 
caufe  they  were  abfent ; whe~ 
ther  they  fpend  the  time  in 
Lle-houfes  or  in  Playes  &c. 


The48  is,  Synodus  Rethomagi,  *s4nno  1581.  which 
decreeth  thus  as  followeth. 


( q)  Curatis  Ecclefiai  u 
praecipirms^ne  finant  in 
Caemeteri  js  choreas  du- 
ci,aut  alios  lufus  et  infa- 
nias  fieri,  fed  potius  ea 
quaeiu&us  et  mortis  me- 
moriam  inducunt. 

(r) Novimus  et  expe- 
rimur  aftutias  Diaboli  ad 
derogandum  cuituiDei, 

et 


TVee  command  the  (f  urates 
of  (fh  torches,  that  they  [uffer 
no  dances,  or  other 'Playes  or 
fooleries  to  be  made  in  Church 
yards  , but  thofe  things  ra- 
ther wfiich  may  put  men  in 
minde  of  farrow  and  death , 
tVe  have  knowne  and  tried 
the  fubtleties  of  the  Divell  to 
derogate  from  Gods  worfbip , 

and 
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et  ad  iuu  fubfticuendii  in 
illius  locum.  In  noftris  e- 
nim  disecefibus  per  om- 
nia feita  (biennia  Apo- 
ftolorum  et  aiiorum  fan- 
ftoru,  ad  augendu  facri- 
legiu,  impudicaatq;  ob- 
lcxna  ludicra  in  his  ad- 
mifeet,  ut  torn  hominem 
perdat  in  fabbatho  dbiq; 
l’ubjiciat.  Dies  vero  Do- 
mioieps  videbatur  anu- 
dinis  eximere,l'ed  eos  no 
diflimili  rarione  feedavit 
ac  prophanavi^&c.Elee- 
mofynamenim  vertic  in 
crapulas  , orationem  in 
choreas, et  concionem  in 
fcurrilitate.Ad  has  fefto- 
ru  prophanationes  mun- 
dandas&c.  prsecipimus 
Curatisut  paratuhabeat 
concionatore,  quiverbu 
Dei  prsedicet  bis  in  die 
(pray  marke  it)  fi  fieri 
poftit,ut  contineatur  po- 
pulus  in  pietate,  mane 
fcilicet  et  a prandio.  Co- 
meflationes  , ebrietates, 
fumptus,  lites , lufus  im- 
probos  et  inhoneftos , 
choreas  plenas  infanijs, 
cantilenas  turpes;  brevi- 
ter  omne  luxfi  et  lafeivia 
arque  omne  feftoru  pro- 
phanationem  damnamus 
et  reprobamus. 


and  to  fubftitute  his  owne  in 
its  roome,  For  in  our  D ioce  (fit 
through  all  filemne  feafis  of 
the  Apoflles  and  other  Saints , 
to  augment  facriledge , he  ad - 
mixeth  unchafl  and  obfeene 
Playes  in  thefe  , that  hee  may 
deftroy  the  whole  man  upon 
the  Sabbath,  and  fubjetlhim 
to  himfelf  B uthe  thought  good 
to  exempt  Lords-dayes  from 
faires , yet  he  hath  defiled  and 
prophaned  them  with  a like 
facriledge  : for  hee  turneth 
almes  into  riot , prayer  into 
dances ,and  Sermons  into  feur- 
rility.  To  clean  fie  thefe  pro- 
phanations  of  holy  dayes  &c. 
wee  command  Curates  that 
they  provide  a Preacher swhich 
may  preach  the  word  of  God 
* twice  in  a day  (pray  marke 
it)  > if  it  be  pojfible , that  the 
people  may  be  kept  exercifed 
in  piety  both  morning  and  e- 
vening, even  from  dinner . Wee 
condemne  and  reprobate  rio- 
ting, dr un^ennefe,  prodigali- 
ty , contentions  , wicked  and 
dijhonefi  plaies, dances frauoht 
with  fooleries  , filthy  fonas  ; 
briefly  all  luxurie,  lafciviouf- 
nefje,  and  all  prophanation  of 
holy-day  es,  under  paine  of  ex- 
communication, Vide  Ibi- 
dem. 


^lf  thenPa- 
pills  thus  pro- 
vide for  two 
Sermons  every 
Lords  dav  and 
holy- day  to 
keepe  the  peo- 
ple from  P’  ayes 
and  finfullPa- 
dimes  : (hall 
Proteftants 
thinke  one  fer- 
mon  every 
Lords- day  e- 
nough?  Cer- 
tainly Mr.  Bu# 
cer  was  of  a to* 
ther  mmdejfor, 
faith  he.Domi- 
nicis  diebus  in 
fingulis  paro- 
chiis  ad  mini' 
mum  duje,  fi 
non  tres  habeas 
tur  condones. 
Butorin  Watth* 
12.3.11.  CrDf. 
Bwd  of  the  Sab~ 
hathp.  68.  See 
Bp.  Hoopers 
paffagetothis 
purpole,  A&.6. 
Scene  u. 
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/Bochcllus 
D-cretorum 
Ecclefiaj  Gal* 
lican£  I.4. lit. 
7.  c.2T.  p.  580, 
5$r* 

sjc  Dofftmicus 
dies  ideo  Do- 
minicus  appcl- 
$atur,  utineo 
a terrenis  ope- 
ribus  velmun- 
di  illieebrisab* 
flinentcs,  tan- 
turn  divifiis 
culribus  fer- 
Tiamus  ,Alchu* 
de  P ivr* 
»»  Offtcijf  cap, 
a 7.  CoL  107  2. 


t Bocbellus 
Decretorum 
Ecclefias  Gal- 
licanae  l.tf.Tir. 
I9.C.7.  p.ioz6. 


So  abominable,  fo  unlawfull  are  dances , Playes  and 
amorous  Paftorals  on  Lords-dayes*  holy-dayes  and  all 
folemne  fcftivals  devoted  to  Gods  fervice. 

The49*is.  Concilium Burdigenfe^nno  1581.  Which 
as  it  complaines  that  Lords-dayes  and  holy-dayes  were 
much  prophaned  with  Playes,  Paftimes,  drunkennefl'e 
and  other  villanies  in  thefe  words. 

( f)  Tametfi  Dominici ) Although  Lcrds-dayes  and 

feiliq;  dies  ad  hoc  unum  ! holy-dayes  were  inftituted  for 


infticuti  funt,  ut  fideles 
Chriftiani  ab  * externis 


thxonely  purpofe , that  faith- 
full  Chrlflians  abflaining 
operibus  abftinentes,  Ii-|  from  extcrnall  worlds  .might 
berius  et  majori  cum  pie*  more  freely  and  with  greater 
tate  divino  cultui  vaca*  piety  addift  themfelves  to 


rent  &c.Nihiiominus  no- 
ftris  temporibus  prsepo- 
ftere  fieri  folet , ut  tarn 
folenneset  religiofi  dies 
non  folum  in  illicitis  et 
fecularibus  negoti/s  pro- 
curandis,  verum  etiam  in 
luxu,  lalcivia,  j ocis  et  lu- 
dis  vetitis , compotario- 
nibus  cseterifq;  flagiti/s 
exercendis  toti  tranfigan- 
tur*  Which  abufes  it  en- 
joy nes  Adagift rates  & Of- 
ficials to  fuppreffe : So  it 
deer eeth  thus . ( t JClerici 
nunquam  perfonati  ince- 
dsnt^neq;  comxdias,  fa- 
buIas,choreas,vel  aliquid 
aliud  iudicrum  ex  ijs  qua? 
abhiftrionibus  exhiben- 
tur,agant  vel  fpeflenr,  ne 
vifus  c r obtutus  facris 
myderi/sdicati  turpium 
ipefla- 


Gods  worfbip  ( ire,  2{otwitb~ 
ftanding  it  is  prepofieroufly 
ufuall in  4tir  times, that  even 
religious  dayes  are  wholly 
fpent  not  onely  in  following 
unlawfull  and  fecular  af- 
faires, but  even  in  riot,  laf- 
civioufnes , prohibited  fports 
and  playes,  compotations  and 
ether  execrable  wickedneffes. 
Which  abufes  it  enjoynes 
Magiilrates  and  Officials  to 
cenlureand  prohibit:  So  it 
decrees  thus.  Clergy  men 
may  never  put  on  vizards  or 
goe  dirguiz,ed , neither  may 
they  after  behold  comedies , 
fables , dances,  or  any  other 
ofthore  'Tlayes  that  are  ex- 
hibited by  S Mo  e-players,  lefi 
the  fight  and  hearing  dedica- 
ted to  [acred  myfleries  [hould 
be  polluted  with  the  conta 
gion 
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fpedaculorum  contagio- 
ne  polluantur.  Ab  alea, 
tefleris,chartis,et  quovis 
alio  vetito  et  indecoro  lu- 
do  cu  privatim,  tu  publi- 
ce  penitusabftineant.C^- 
meflationibus  et  minus 
honeftis  convivijs  nun- 
qua  inter(int.Forum5mer- 
catus  andronas  fug’-atjnec 
tabemas  et  diverforia  nifi 
longioris  itineris  necefli- 
tate  unquam  ingredian- 
tur  &c. 


gion  of  filthy  fpettacles.  Let 
them  wholly  abfiaine  as  well 
in  private  as  in  pah  like  from 
dice,  tables, car ds,er  every  o- 
ther  prohibited  and  unfeeme - 
ly  play . Let  them  be  never 
prefent  at  riotous  and  dijho- 
ne fi  feafts  : let  them  avoid 
places  of  'judicature  ynarkets^ 
and  places  of  refort  *,  neither 
let  them  ever  enter  intota- 
v ernes  and  innes , bat  being 
necejfitatedby  fome  long  jour- 


ney. 

The  $o.i$.  Concilium  Rhemenfe , Anno  1 5 S3.  Which 
condemnes  the  ufe  ofStage-playes  and  dancing,  efpeci- 
ally  on  Lordf-dayes,  holy-dayes,  and  the  Chriftmasfea- 
fbn,  when  they  are  moft  in  ufe,  under  paine  of  excom- 
munication. 

Let  the  people  meete  toge- 


(v)  Diebus  Dominicis 
et  Eeftis  in  fuas  Parsefeas 
populus  conveniat , et 
Mi(fa:,concioni,  et  vefpe- 
ri js  interfit.  IjTdem  die- 
bus nemo  Iufibus  aut  cho- 
reis  det  operam,  maxime 
dum  divinum  celebratur 
officiu , monebiturq;  ab 
Ordinario  vcl  para:coMa- 
giftratus,  utid  nequaqua 
heri  permittat.Ludos  the- 
atrales  etiam  prsetextu 
confuetudinis  exhiberi  fo- 
litos,  et  puerilia  ca?tera- 
que  ludicra , quibus  Ec- 
clefisc  inquinatur  hone- 
ftas  et  fanftitas  in  * Chri- 
fti 


ther  in  their  par  if  Churches 
on  Lords  dayes  and  holy 
dayes,  and  let  them  be  prefent 
at  <JMa§e  , at  Sermon  and 
Veters.  Let  no  man  give  him 
felfe  on  thefe  dayes  to  P l ayes 
or  dances  , c fee  tally  whiles 
divine  fervice  is  celebrating , 
and  the  (Jhlagifiratc  Jhall  be 
admonifbed  by  the  Ordinary 
or  rParifb  Priefi , that  bee  by 
no  meanes  fuffer  thefe  things 
to  be  done.  JVee  utterly  prohi- 
bit Stage-play es  and  other 
childifh  pafiimes  accufiomed 
to  be  presented  under  \ pretext 
of  cuflome  > with  which  the 
honefly 


50. 


y Bochellus 

Dccret.EcdcH 

Gall.l.4.Tit.7. 

c.i3,2  9.p.$8ic 


if  OurChrift- 
mas  Enterludes 
and  Pa  {limes 
then  had  their 
originall  from 
thefe  Popifli 
Einerludes, 
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Decretorum 
Ecc'cfig?  Gallic 
canae  1.4.Tir.7# 
Mo.p.548. 


Hiftrio-Majlix. 


fti  et  Sanctorum  feftivi- 
tatibus  omnino  prohibe- 
mus ; contra  nitentes  au- 
tem  pcenis  coerceri  vo- 
lumus  a luperioribus. 


honefty  and  fantlity  of  the 
Church  is  defied  in  the  fe- 
fi  tv  alls  of  C hr  t ft,  and  of  the 
Saints  .thofe  that  doe  contra, - 
ry,  wee  will  [ball  he  p unified 
by  their  fuperiours. 

The  5 1. is,  Sy nodus  Thy onenfts,  tAnno  1 583.  which 


is  fomewhatobfervable. 

( x ) Cum  juxta  divi 
Pauli  prseceptum , qui 
Chrifti  func  fobrietatem 
Temper  fedari  debeant, 
diebus  Dominicis  prsefer- 
tim  et  alijs  feftis  , com- 
meffationes  , convivia 
publica,  tripudia,  faltatio- 
nes,  ftrepitus  et  choreas 
fieri,  vasnatu  et  aucupatu 
tempus  terere , in  hofpi- 
tijs  feu  cauponis  alijs  qua 
peregrinis  cibaria  et  vi- 
num  miniftrari,ludos  pal- 
mari os  et  alios  (maxime 
dum  facra  conficiantur  , 
laudefq;Deo  decantantur) 
aperiri : comaediasjudos 
fcenicos  vel  theatrales, 
et  alia  ejus  generis  irre- 
ligiofa  fpedacula  agi.  Tub 
anathematis  poena  prohi- 
bethaec  Synodus  : pras- 
eipitque  omnibuset  fin- 
gulis  Paneciarurn  redori- 
bus  eos  apud  Epifcopum 
dwferre  , qui  huic  decre- 
to  non  paruerint,  ut  il- 
lius  ordiuatione  nomina- 
tim 


S ince  according  to  the  pre- 
cept of  St . Paul , thofe  who 
are  fhrifts  ought  alwayes  tc 
follow  fobriety,  e Specially  on 
Lords  dayes  and  other  feftis 
vails:  this  Synode  prohibits 
under  paine  of  excommunica* 
tion  ( on  the  forefiid  dayes 
especially)  all  rioting , pub- 
like feafts,  galliards,  dances , 
clamours  and  LMorrices  to 
be  made , to  Jpend  time  in 
hunting  and hauking;to  ferve 
wine  or  vi  tin  alls  in  Innes  or 
vitl  nailing  houfes  to  any  but 
to  ftr angers^  any  prizes  or  0- 
ther  playes  to  be  [hewed,  (ef- 
pecially  whiles  divine  things 
are  performed , and  praifes 
fung  to  Cjod : ) any  come- 
dies, Stage-play  es,  and  other 
irreligious  [petlacles  of  this 
kinde  (To  it  fiiles  them)?*  be 
a Sled  : and  it  en  joy  neth  all 
and  firtgular  Re  tiers  of  pa - 
rifhes  to  cite  thofe  before  the 
Bi/hop  who  [hall  not  obey  this 
decree , that  in  his  name  they 
may  be  denounced  and  pro- 
claimed 


Part,  i . 


Htflrio-Maftix. 


de« 


632 


tim  excommunicaCi 
nuncientur  etpubiicentur: 
* valde  etenim  eft  abfurdu 


claimed  excommunicated  : 

for  it  is  very  abfurd , that 

ChrifiUns,  on  thefe  dayes 

hdeles  jjS  diebus  qui  pro-  that  are  defeated  to  appeafe 


pitiando  Deo  font  defti-  | gods  anger,  allured  Jib 
nati,  railacibus  illis  Satha-  1 " ’ • - -- 

nx  blanditijs  ille&os  a di- 
vinis  officijs  9 religiofis 
iiipplicationibus  concio- 
nibufq;  facris  abduci 


thofe  deceitful l inticements 
of  Satan, fiould  bee  drawne 
away  fiom  divine  Offices Re- 
ligiousApplications  ,and  ho- 
ly Sermons . 


So  that  by  this  Synodes  expreffe  resolution  , Stage, 
flayes  are  irreligious  frettacles , and  the  deccitf nil  inure- 
ments of  Satan,  to  withdraw  mens  hearts  from  God  and 
fiom  hu  fervice ; which  fhould  caufe  all  Chriftians’  to  a- 
bominate  them. 

The  5 *. is.  Concilium  \ ’Biturienfe,  *Anno  15 84. where 
thefe  conftitutions  were  compiled. 


Si. 


(y)  Prohibctur  popu 
lus  prophana  fodalitia  et 
commeftationes^horeas, 
tripudia,  larvas  et  thea- 
trales  ludos  diebus  Do- 
minicis  et  feftis  exercere; 
pompas  inftrumentorum 
muficorumet  tympano- 
rum  in  geftationibus  i- 
maginu  per  vias  et  com- 
pita  exhibere;  a caupona 
abftineant , et  nihil  nift 
quod  pietate  redoleatex- 
erceant.  Imitentur  Chri- 
ftiani  totis  hifce  diebus 
fancftos  illos  quorum  me- 
moriam  colant  per  opera 
charitatis. 

(*)  Clerici  nunquam 
perfonati  fint : a coma> 

di/s. 


The  people  are  prohibited  J Boehellu,  ■ 
to  exercife  propbane  a (Tern-  De?.T-E“teC 
blies,  and  riotous  feafts.dan-  f J' 
ces,  mor rices,  difguifes  and 
Stnge-playes  on  Lords  dayes 
and  holy  dayes  : to  exhibit 
Jbewes  or  pompes  of  muficall 
inflrument s And  tabers  in  the 
proceffions  of  images  through 
thejlreetes  and  crojfe  wayes  : 
let  them  abfiaine  fiom  the 
<tAle-houfe,  and praElife  no* 
thing  but  that  which  may  fa. 
vour  of  piety.  Let  ChriftU 
ans  all  thefe  dayes  imitate 
by  the  worses  of  charitie .thofe 
Saints  whofe  memorie  they 
obferve . z Pochellus 

Let  Clergy  men  never  put 
on  vizar ds : let  them  abSlaine  Ct  & \ 4<  *pa 
Mm  mm  fiom  1016,10  *8, 
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faltationibus  agendis  atq; 
(pe&andis  abftineant. ' A- 
Ieas,tefleras,  chartas,om- 
nes  ludos  vetitos^  comef- 
fadones,  ac  inverecunda 
convivia,  mercads  et 
nundinadones , tabernas 
ac  diverforia  prxterqua 
in  idnerc  devitent  &c. 
Hortatur  edam  h*c  Sy- 
nodus  Chriftianos  omnes 
ut  pro  Chriftiani  nomi- 
nis  honore  et  digmtate  fe 
gerant,  tripudiaet  faitati- 
ones,  pubiicos  ludos,  mi- 
mos,larvas,et  aleas,  qua- 
t&  fieri  poterit,  devitent. 


Si* 

z Bochcilus 
Dccretorum 
"Ecdcfi*  Gallic 
canscl.4.Tit#7, 

M5.p.f86. 

f Bochellus  i- 

fd?.Sec  Codex 
Theodofii  hi  5* 
Tit»7» 


di/SjMimis,  choreis,  et  1 ftom  aiding  and  beholding  co* 

J madies,  Stage-play e s,  morrim 

ces  and  dances . Let  them  fhun 
dice , tables,  cards , all  pro  him 
bited  Playet , riotous  and  im- 
mo  deft  feaflsy  markets  ,f air  es, 
tavernes  and  Innes , but  onely 
when  they  travell.This  Synodc 
doth  like  wife  exhort  all  Chrim 
fiians,  that  they  carry  them* 
felvesfor  the  honour  and  ere • 
dit  of  Chrijhanity  , and  that 
they  avoid  and  fbun  Mafcyuet 
and  dances , pub  like  Player 9 
lexers, S ttige- players, vizards 
and  dice , as  much  as  may 
be.  Which  Hands  not  with 
the  honour  ofChriftianity. 
Which  Councel  extending  unto  all  Chriftians  as  well 
as  to  Clergy  meu,  and  exhorting  them  as  much  as  may 
be,  to  abftaine  from  all  dancing,  dicing,  Stage*playes, 
Mummeries,  Stage-players  and  the  like,  even  for  the 
honour  of  religion,  is  an  unanfwerable  evidence,  that 
thefe  lports,thefe  interludes  are  altogether  unfeemely 
and  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians. 

The  5^.  is,  Synodus  z/Ltyuenfis,  <±Anno  1585.  which 
decreeth  thus 

Let  all  pajtimes , allchiU 
dips  and  theatricall  Enters 
lades  on  the  day  of  the  holy 
Innocents,ceafe. 

Let  none  likewife  ufe  the 
garments  of  religions  men  or 
women  for  Mafcyues  and  fear* 
riloHs  Playes,  under  paine  of 
excommunication  to  bee  ipfo 
fafto  incurred . 

. cMiniflers 


(a)  Cedent  in  die  fan- 
<ftorum  Innocentium  lu- 
dibria  omnia  et  pueriles 
actheatrales  lulus, 

(b)  Nuilus  etiam  vefti- 
bus  religioforum  hominu 
aut  mulierum  utatur  ad 
larvas,  vel  feurrilia,  fub 
poena  excomunicationis 
ipfo  fa&o  incurrenda. 

Sacerdotes 
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(c)  Sacerdotes  ne  pa-  I Ministers  may  not  play  at 
gellis,autalea}aliovehu-  cards  or  dice , or  any  other 

finch  li^e  play, or  lookjtpo  thofe 


jufmodi  ludo  ludant,  auc 
ludentes  fpedent.  Ne 
perionati  unquam  ince- 
dant  y neve  comsediarum 
aut  chorearum  auc  pro- 
fani  ullius  fpcdaculi  ado 
res  fine  vel  fpedatores. 
Tabernas  ne  frequentent 
adeantvenifi  itineris  cau- 
fa.  A comefl'ationibus  aut 
minus  honeftis  convivi/s 
abftineant  omninos  nec 
diderijs  aut  mordacibus 
utantur  falibus , neve  fa- 
crx  Scripture  verbis  ad 
profanos  fermones  abu- 
tantur. 


that  play. They  may  not  walke 
difiguized , neither  may  they 
be  aftours  or  JpeBatours  of 
comadics  or  dances,  or  of  any 
prophane  Tlay.  Let  them  not 
frequent  or  goe  to  tnvernes , 
but  by  reafon  of  travelL  Let 
them  wholly  abfraine  from  rio- 
tous and  difionett  feafls  : nei- 
ther let  them  ufe  ficojfes  or  bi- 
ting jefis , nor  yet  abufe  the 
words  of  holy  Scripture  to  pro- 
phane difeourfes . A good  pi- 
ous Canon,  which  I wifli 
all  Miniiters  would  ob- 


c Bochcttus 
Dccrct.EccJ, 
GalUATir. 

1 9.  cap  6 , <5e 
1 $.p.ioa6a 
iot7o 


H* 


ferve. 

The  54.  and  laft  printed  Counccll  with  which  I will 
Conclude, is  Concilium  Tholofianum , osfnno  i5po.which 
concludes  in  this  manner. 

Wee  prohibit  the  Church  d Bochellu? 
and  (frhurchyard  from  hence-  Dccrct.Ecclef. 
forth  to  frand  open  to  Tlayes,  GaIU.4-Tit.t 
to  Spectacles  , and  the  jefis  of  "if**6* 
Stage-players. 

And  becaufe  the  vices  of  Mi- 
nify ers  are  wont  mofl  of  all  to 
appear  & to  come  in  ure  at  the 
occurrere,  majorideniq;  \ fir fi  fight, and  to  be  accounted 
dedecore  haberi,  imo  et  more  fhamefull,  yea  and  thofe 
quse  in  alijslevia,  inillis  things  that  are  reputed  fright 
gravifiima  cenferi  confu-  . things  in  others,  are  deemed 


(d)  Ludis^fpedaculis, 
hiftrionumq;  circulatio- 
nibus^Ecclefiam  caemite- 
riumque  deinceps  patere 
prohibemus. 

(e) Et  quonia  Saccrdo- 
tw  vitiaut  apparere  max- 
ime  et  primo  confpedu 


e Ibid.  lib. 
Tif.  * 1.  cap, 

47,p,8  iv 


everunt,  ijs  tripudia,  lu* 
dos  publicos,  aliaq;  om- 
nia, quibus  reliquos  ho- 
mines 


mofr  hainous  in  them  ; wee 
wholly  interdiB  and  prohibit 
them  dances , publihe  Playes, 
USlm  mm  1 and 
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3fc  See  Aft.  6n 
Scene  it, 

4* 


/See  Aft.  $. 
Sccn.f.&Ioan- 
nis  Molanus 
Hift.SS.Imagi- 
num  I.4.  c.  1 8. 
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Wolphius 
ChronoD.i.c.x 
Dr.  Bond  Of 
the  Sabbath, 
I.a.p.4<\ando» 
thers  who  have 
iinec  followed 
their  rniftake. 

• Gen 17 
19,^?*  ?».  In 
Genefi  nox  n6 
prjecedentisdi- 
ci  eft.  fed  fubfe- 
quentisiid  eft, 
principium  fu= 
turi,  non  finis 
praetcriti.  Hie- 
row.  tn  Iotam 
tap.z.Totru  j.p. 


the  eares,  the  foules;  corrupt  the  manners,  enflamc  the 
lutts  of  thofe  who  a£l,who  fee  or  hearc  them  a&ed,  dif* 
abling  them  likewife  to/  and  withdrawing  them  from 
Gods  holy  worfiup and  fervice.  Fourthly,  that  Stage- 
play  es  even  in  private  houfes , at  marriages  or  feafts,  are 
unlawful!,  and  misbefeeming  Chriftians ; as  well  as  in 
publike  Theatres*  Fifthly,  that  the  ading  of  Stage- 
play  es  whether  publike  or  private,  by  common  Adors 
or  others,  efpecially  in  Churches  and  Church-yards,  is 
altogether  abominable  and  unlawfull ; though  it  be  (Fill 
permitted  in  fome  places,among  the  Papifts  in  forraigne 
parts.  Sixthly, that  the  ading  of  our  Saviours  paflion, 
or  ofany  other  facred  hiftory,  either  in  the  Church,  or 
on  the  Stage  , (a  (g)  prathfi  yet  in  ufe  among  the  pro - 
phane  facrilegious  ‘Tapifts  and  Jefukes,)  is  altogether  to 
be  abandoned,and  condemned.  Seventhly, that  dancing, 
dicing,  carding,  and  Stage-playes,  are  unlawfull  and  a- 
bominable,  as  at  all  other  times , fo  chiefly  upon  Lords 
dayes,  holy  dayes,  and  folemne  Chriftian  fefti vails,  (ef- 
pecially on  Eafter#  Whitfontideand  Chrifttide,fet  apart 
and  confecrated  to  Gods  peculiar  and  more  fpeciall 
worfhip-,)  when  they  are  now  mod  in  ufe. 

If  any  here  demand  of  me , how  the  beginning  and 
ending  of  Lords  dayes  and  holy  dayes  (on  which  thefe 
Stage-Playes  and  Paftimcs  are  more  (pecially  prohibited) 
fhould  be  accounted  ? I anfwer;that  the  Lords  day  (not- 
withftanding  fome (^)late  reverend  opinions  to  the  con- 
trary ) hath  al  way  es  anciently  beene  reputed  to  begin  at 
faturday  evening,  ( not  at  midnight  ,or  day  breaking  ,as  (omC 
now  teach,)  and  fo  to  continue  to  the  evening  following. 
At  the  time  of  the  creation,  it  is  moft  apparant,  that  the 
day  began  at  evening ; For,  the  (i ) evening  and  the  mor- 
ning were  the  fir  ft,  fecond,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  ft xth,  (and 
fo  by  coafequent  the  feventh  ) day : in  ratification  of 
which  originall  law  of  nature  for  the  beginning  and  en- 
ding of  dayes,  the  Lord  himfelfe  above  two  thoufand 
y eares  after,  commanded  the  Ifraelites  to  celebrate  their 

Sabbath 
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Chryfoft.HoltV 
4.  in  GeneG 
Tom.i.Col. 

B.  & Horn. 8 2* 
in  Matth.Tcni* 
1.  Col.  5 ^9.8* 
Hicrom  Com* 


Sabbath  from  evening  to  evening.  Lcvit.  13.32.  From  K See  Exodus 
even  to  even  (hall you  celebrate  jour  Sabbath.  By  vertue  \°j\ 

of  which  precept,  the  ( kj  Iewes  did  alwayes  begin  and  lo£phuJ  Con- 
kgepe  their  Sabbaths , andfolemnefeJHvalls  from  evening  Appionem 
10  evening,  till  our  Saviours  palfion , and  this  prefent  * • 1 • P_-  ? 33 
day.  Neither  did  our  Saviours  refurre&ion  on  the  firft 
day  of  the  weeke,  alter  the  beginning  and  end  of  that 
day,  nor  yet  of  the  Sabbath,  which  we  now  keepe  upon 
it ; For  if  the  firft  day  on  which  our  Saviour  role  a- 
gaine  tooke  its  beginning  onely  from  the  time  ofhis  re- 
furreclion  (as  tome  aifirme*)  then  our  Saviour  could  not  . 
polfibly  be  (0  three  dayes  in  the  grave,  nor  yet  be  truly  y0°“*mp> 
fatd,  to  rife  againe  the  third  day  according  to  the  Scrip - q9  lofephus 
tares ; the  night  in  which  our  Saviour  role , being  ac-  Scaiiger  dc  E~ 
cording  to  this  computation,  a part  of  the  feventh  day,  mcndatioHc 
and  no  part  of  the  firft,  of  which  the  (m)  Fathers  and  all 
other  Expo  fit  or  s have  alwayes  made  it  parcell , tojuflifie  dxoruro°novi- 
the  truth  of  our  Saviours  refurreSHon  on  the  third  day . tio,p.ixp.&  I* 
And  whereas  fome ob/ed,  that  it  is  abfurd,  that  our  *»p. 

Chriftian  fabbath  Ihould  begin  before  the  houre  of  our  Godwin  his 
Saviours  relurredHonjWhich  is  the  ground  of  it;  for  this  ..  Anti- 

were  to  put  the  effed  before  the  caufe,  and  to  make  the 
fabbath  precede  Chrifts  refurredion,  which  was  the  Ainfworthhit 
caufe  of  its  commencement.  I anfwer  firft;  that  Chrifts  Annotations 
refurredion  did  not  fandifie  onely  the  firlt  houre , but  011  Gcncfis  c.r, 
the  firft  day  on  which  he  rofe : therefore  the  antecedent  T#h  . 
part  of  the  firft  day, (which  was  part  before  his  refurre-  c.i  6.xi.Luke* 
dion)  as  well  as  the  liibfequent : For  as  Chriftians  cele-  14.*.  Arts  io. 
brate  the  day  of  our  Saviours  paflion,  even  from  the  4©.i  0^15.4. 
very  morning,  though  our  Saviour  fuffered  not  till  to-  &5ll!r  Crcel% 
wards  evening  : ana  as  the  Ifraelites  by  Gods  owne  ^ * 

appointment, were  to  begin  their  Pajfeover , (n)the  eve-  yom#<#  p.  1 *37! 
G.&  Com.  in  Mattb.l ?.  r.46.  Auguftin.  Qyafft. Super Evangelia  1.  i.QjxftASc  7® 
Gregory  Nyfien  De  Refurrcft.  ChriftiOratio  i.p.14  f.Theophilus  AntiochenusCon*. 
inMatth.l.i.  Bibl.PatrumTom.t.p.i  {2.  Anaftatius  SKlnita  Quaeft.iS*,**  3.  Ribh 
Patrum  Tom  A pars  i.p.794,79  5*  Theophyla&.  Com.in  Matth.c.  1 2.  v.40.  See  Mar- 
ket .Mufculus,  Eyra^orranjCalvii^Buccr,  Arctius,  tad  when  in  Mattb,  *a,v#40a 
& 1 $.v.s 1. accordingly,  n Exod.w.6. 
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of  the  foureteenth  day  , at  midnight ; though  the 
^mgell  flew  not  the  fir  ft -borne  of  Egypt,  nor  yet  pajfed  0- 
ver  the  lfraelites  till  ( 0)  midnight : And  as  all  ChnltianS 
ketpe  holy  the  mornings  of  thole  dayeswherein  they 
receive  any  publike  deliverances, as  well  as  the  evening^ 
though  the  deliverances  perchance  were  not  till  noone, 
or  arter.  And  as  if  our  Saviour  fhould  have  rifen  at  two 
of  the  clocke  in  the  afternoone,(  about  which  (p)  time  he 
fir  ft  /hewed  himfelfe  to  hie  Difciples)  yet  no  man  would 
have  argued;  that  therefore  the  fabbath  muft  not  begin 
before  that  houre,(&  fo  be  kept  from  noone  to  noone) 
becaufe  we  obferve  not  the  houre,  but  the  intire  day:  So 
our  Chrifhan  fabbath  by  the  felffame  reafon,muft  be  ftill 
kept  from  evening  to  evening,  though  our  Saviour  role 
not  till  the  morning ; becaufe  we  obferve  not  the  houre, 
the  minute,  but  the  intire  day  whereon  he  rofe  againe, 
which  then  began  at  evening.  Secondly,  I would  de- 
mandjOn  what  day  our  Saviour  rofe?on  the  feventh  , or 
on  the  fir  ft  day  of  the  weeke  ? If  on  the  feventh,  then 
he  was  not  three  dayes  in  the  grave ; and  then  we  have 
no  ground  for  fandifyitig  the  firft  day:  If  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  weeke  , then  the  day  was  begun  before  he  rofe  .* 
for  if  the  day  began  not  till  he  was  rifen;then  he  rofe  not 
on  it,  but  before  it.  If  he  rofe  after  the  day  began  {as  it 
is  certainehe  did , ( cj ) by  fever  all  Scriptures ,)  then  hisre- 
fiirreduon  did  not  change  the  beginning  of  the  day,  it 
being  begun  before : ( elfe  this  day  fhould  have  two  be- 
ginnings, and  fo  it  was  begun  before  it  began,  and  after 
it  began,  whichisacontradieftiom  ) and  if  it  altered  not 
the  beginning  of  the  firft  day,  then  by  what  authority  is 
it  changed  now?  Neither  can  it  be  here  replied,  that  the 
firft  day  hath  one  beginning,  and  the  Sabbath  or  Lords 
day  another  : for  as  it  is  faid  of  the  feventh  day O)  that 
the  feventh  day  is  the  fabbath , and  the  fabbath  the  feventh 
day : fo  it  may  be  truly  faid;  that  the  (f)  Lords  day  is  the 
firft  day  of  the  weeke,  and  the  firft  day  of  the  weeke  the 
Lords  day  , they  having  both  the  felfe-fame  limits. 

Thirdly, 


Part.  i. 


Hijlm-Maftix. 


641 


Thirdly,  no  Scripture  informes  us , that  our  Saviours  3 - 
reitirredtion  changed  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  fab- 
bath,  that  it  toouid  now  begin  at  midnight , or  mor- 
ning, not  at  evening  ; therefore  it  kcepes  the  f el  ft  fame 
beginning  and  end  it  had  before.  Neither  doth  the  ob- 
jected realon,  {viz,:  that  the  caule  fhould  precede  the 
effect,  (warranted  by  no  Scripture,,)  prove  any  thing  at 
all.  Indeed  it  any  had  celebrated  the  firft  day  as  a lab- 
bath, before  our  Saviour  had  rifen,  the  reafon  had  beene 
good:  but  fince  our  Saviour  was  rifen  againe  before  the 
firft  day  was  ever  kept  holy ; and  fince  his  refurreEHon  ( Scc 
on  it  was  the  (f  Jcaufewhy  Chriftians  fubfiequently  obfier - Martyr,Apolo- 
ved  the  whole  day , not  the  very  minute  or  houre  on  gia  i.proChri- 
which  he  rofe,  or  that  part  onely  ofthe  day  which  re-  1|lanis*  Allg'd~ 
mained  after  he  was  rifen ; the  reafon  is  of  no  weight  ^re  P 
at  all:  For  if  our  Saviours  refurredtion  fhould  not  ex-  Dr.  Bond  of 
tend  to  confecrate  that  part  of  the  firft  day  which  pre-  the  Sabbath, 
ceded  it,  becaufe  the  effedt  toouid  not  goe  before  the  andallCom- 
caufe : a man  might  by  the  felfefame  reafon  argue;  that  ^ntar^r^n 
our  Saviours  paffion  did  not  relate  d parte  ante,  tofave  mand'emcnt" 
thofe  bcleevers  who  died  before, but  only  d)parte poft, to  & ’others  who 
redeeme  fueh  onely  who  departed  after  his  incarnation:  have  written 
which  were  blafphemy  for  to  think e;  fince  our  Saviour  of  the  Sabbath 
was  virtually  and  in  detonation  (though  not  actually)  a<*orclin&  Ym 
( v ) a Umbe  jlainefrom  the  beginning  ofthe  world ’ Now  y Rcv.i  3,8c 
that  the  Chriftian  fabbath  or  Lords  day  begins  at  even , 
and  fo  ought  to  be  fandHfied  from  even  to  even, not  from 
morning  to  morning,  or  from  midnight  to  midnight; 

(which  ecclefiafticall  beginning  of  dayes  we  never  find 
in  Scripture, or  in  any  Ecclefiafticall  Writers  Jit  is  moft 
apparant : Firft,becaufe  we  reade  of no  ether  beginning  t . 
or  end  of  the  fabbath  in  Scripture  but  this:  and  to  make 
it  begin  from  the  very  houre  or  minute  of  our  Saviours 
refurredtion  is  to  make  it  arbitrary  and  altogether  un- 
certainc,  becaufe  the  very  houre  and  minute  of  his  ro- 
furredtion  is  not,  neither  can  it  certainly  be  knowne. 

Secondly , becaufe  the  fabbath  being  nothing  elfe  in  pro-  2. 

Nnnn  per 
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per  fpeach,  but  a day  of  red,  ic  is  moft  naturall  and  pro- 
per it  fhould  then  begin  when  as  God  a id  man  begin 
their  red;  and  leave  ott  their  labour  ; not  when  as  they 
begin  their  worke  : ( x)  but  God  began  his  Yeft  at  the  end 
of  the  fixth  day , not  on  the  morning  or  midnight  of  the  fe- 
venth  day  ; and  men  begin  their  ( j ) red  at  evening,  not 
at  midnight  or  morning : Witneffe  Tfal.  104.  iii  23. 
The  Sunne  arifeth,  and  man goeth  forth  to  his  worke  and 
to  his  labour  unto  the  evening:  and  Iohn  9.4.  1 muft  worke 
the  worke  s of  him  that  fent  me  whiles  it  is  called  to  day : the 
night  commeth  when  no  man  can  worke : therefore  it 
is  mod  con(onant  to  reafon  and  nature  that  it  fhould 
begin  at  evening.  Thirdly , this  beginning  of  the 
Lords  day  on  faturday  at  even  doth  bed  prepare  Chri- 
dians  for  the  fantdi  fication  and  duties  of  the  Lords  day: 
For  it  makes  them  put  a period  to  their  labours  in  due 
time,  it  disburdens  them  thefoonerof  their  weekday 
imployments ; it  cauleth  them  to  goe  to  bed  fooner,  to 
rife  earlier,  and  to  prepare  themfelves  the  better  for  the 
duties  of  the  enfuing  morning ; and  upon  this  ground 
did  the  Church  appoint  (z>)  Vigils  and  Evening  Satur- 
day fervice  in  ancient  times,  that  Ghridians  laying  a- 
fide  all  fecular  imployments , and  reforting  then  unto 
Gods  publike  wodhip,  might  (after  the  manner  of  the 
lews, who* had  their  preparatio  of  the  fibbath  )the  better 
prepare  themfelves  for  the  facred  duties  of  the  Lords 
day  .And  hence  perchance  it  is  that  we  have  feldome  a- 
ny  Playes  or  Mafques  at  Court  upon  faturday  nights. 
Laftly,  it  is  infallibly  evident  by  the  conftant  praffile  of 
the  primitive  Church, who  kept  the  Lords  dav  onely  fro 
evening  to  evenings  not  from  morning  to  morning  ; as  is 
evidenced(not  onely  by  the  affemblics  of  the  primitive 
Chriftians^  who  met  together*  before  day -hr  take  upon  the 
Lords  day  to  praife  their  Lord  and  Saviour  (fhnfi,)  but  by 
fiindry  Councels,  Fathers,  and  Imperiall  Conftitutions* 

l-  10.  Effi  Which  meetings  Tertullian  ftiles,  No&urnat  con- 
V Korem  3,  And  others,  dntdhim  taw* 

To 
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To  be  gin  with  Councels.  Survey  we  (fonciliumTarra-  * And  Apu<i 
conenfe  Can.y . Surius  (ftoncil.Tom.2.p.  292.  C JMatifco-  Radulphum 
nenfe  1.  Can.2.lb.p.6%7.  TolemnumA.  Tan  ib.p. 729.  Tungrenfcm 
Conjfantinop.6 *Can .90. lb .p .105 2 r oro-jahenj e (^an.\ 3,  obfervantia 
Surius  Tom^. p,266.THronicum  fub  farolo  Cfrfagno  Propofitio  1 {<> 
Ib.p.iji.  (a)  Concilium apud  Compendium,  A-  Bib!.  Patrum 

pad  zA { e xandr : zA i ejium , Summit  Theolog.par s 3 *Guaft  Tom.i  i.p.4  4 1? 

* * /is  c j v t*  »•  a F. G.  5c  Tom<» 

3 2.  Arne.  2./?.  245.  (£)  Synodus  tranc for diana  Anno  c 

Vom.  79$.  cap. 12.  ^c)  Concilium  CMogunyinum  Anno  ^ApudAlchas 
%i%*apud  IaonislDevretn,pars  q.c.  <6.  Synodus  Galonis  vini  Opera 
ct  Simona  Legator  is  An.  1 1 1 2.  Or  Sy  nodus  Andegavenfis  Col.  1 894, 

An  a 282.  All  thefeexprcfly  decree.  Ft  dies  Dominions 

4 veffera  ufjue  ad  vefperam  fervetnr . Omnesdies  cDomi-  cjc(]3E  Ga’llcaa 
mes  / d vefpera  1 n vefperam  omni  veneratione  decemimus  1. 4 Tit.7® 
obfervari,  et  ab  omni  illicito  opere  ah  ft  in  ere.  'Lfec  aliquis  d cap. * 4«p«f  7$« 
vefpera  diei  Sabbat  hi  yulque  ad  vefferd  diei  cDominica  ad  ^ ^ n 1 °‘C«I 
molendma  aquar'u,necad  aliejua  alia  mol  ere  audeat  &c.  So  ^,^j^ccCa^ 
that  by  the  exprefl’e  refoiution  of  all  thefe  feverall  Coun-  d Obfer?cmus 
ce!s,whereofoneisoecumenicail : the  Lords  day  ought  ergo  diem  dc» 
to  be  kept  onely  ftom  evening  to  evening  • and  fo  to  begin  minlcam  fra^s 
and  end  at  evening.  If  we  perufe  the  Fathers  5 we  lhall  tres,& 
finde  (d)  St . Auguftine,  enjoy ning  (fhriftiansto  celebrate  ainanti^uls^ 
the  Lords  day  ftom  evening  to  evening  , as  the  lewes  did  pr.-Eceptum  e& 
celebrate  their  fibbath . And  that  the  Lords  day  and  our  de  Sabbato,di« 
Chriftian  fabbath  begins  at  evening,  not  at  morning  cr  centc  1 
midnight,  it  is  the  dired  and  punduall  verdid  of  rDio~  t0TC  3 A *cfPerc 
nyfius  A l exandrinus  Epift.  1 . Bibl. Patrum  T im.  3.  p. 8 1.  ram^celcbra^ 
A-to  H . Of  Theophilus  Antiochenus  Comment. in  Evan - ti<  Sabbatave* 
geliaft  1 ,B ib .I* dtr%Tom.2.p .I^.C ,D .Of  Gregory  Nyjfe  ftra.Videamus 
Oratio  I & 7 fDe Relurreh.floriftip.i^ 152.  nc  otium  n°-i 
OfHierd.Comdn  Iona  c.  l.To.f.p,  1 37.  E.  & Co. in  Mat.  'vanani 
12.^40  ToA.p.ll  2 3 . of  Leo  Epift.  D ecret  .Epi(l.%i,c.i.  r^ui  slbbatl 
B Rah  anus  CAdaurus  Homil.Oe  Dominicis  Diebus:  Ope - ufque  in  vefpe- 
rum  Tom . <j  .p. 605.  fhryfoft.  Horn. ^ . in  Cjenef:Tom . 1 . Col:  rairi  diei  dond- 

26  B • & Bom:%i.in  OWatth:  Tom:  2.  Col ; ; e g.'B.  The » fecIac- . 

J ftratia  rurali 

operretabomninegoth,  folo  divino  cultui  vacerxms.  D.e  Tempore  Sermo  zti,  $ce 

Q^^ftionesfupcr  Evange'ia,!  ,i.Qn.T(1.6,7, 


2fji  n n 2 


ophylm 


r Ptopterea  c-  ophylus  ^Alexandrinus  Epift:  Taf chaUs  3.  BibLTatrum 
iiim  Scriptura  Tojfj:^»p:yi^.G. Caffianus  de  Incarnatione  Domini  lib ;e 
tc^bras  ponif  gifrj.  Patr  :T om:  5 .pars  2 ,p:  8 1 .F  7G.<*yfn  a flat  i ns  Si  amt  a 
quoniam  prius  ( e ) ^nag°g^cartim  Contemplationum  Hexaem.L2.B1bl: 
eramusinerro'  Patr:Tcm:6  pars  I.p.634.  £.(f)  gtuftionum lib: fhtaft: 
rcjdeindctraft*  87.  Ibid:p:yy%.  (^)  1 52,1 5 3.  ibid:  p:  794,795. 

lvimus  ad  lu-  Theophy laLl. in  C^latth:  12.V: ^0.  & 2%.v.l.  asl nfelmus 

prior  t^ITvefpo-  in  rJMattll:  l2-  Tom.l,f:6ofil.  & in  cap:  28.1.  p:l  16. 
ra,dcinde  dies,  Eufebius  Cjallicanus  deSymbolo  Horn: 2.  Bibl:Patr:Tom: 
Hinc  Icgc  eft  f.pars  l.p:$^.G,H.  Pafchatius  Rhadbertus  in  CMatth: 
conftitutum,ut  /:  j zLBib  .P  at:Tom:g.pars  l.p:  1 230.  Haymo  Halberftat - 
inciperetur  a tenfs  Homil.incDie  Pafchatisfp.  7,8.  Radulphus  Tun- 
nica^quoniam  £renfts  Canonum  obfervantia  lib:  Propofitio  23.  Bibiz 
amorce  obfeu-  rPatr:Tom: 1 1 .p:4jS.F,G.  &cPropoJitio  t^lbidip:^. 
ra  procetfimus  FyG,  & T om:  i^.p.l^l.B  .C . zAmalarins  F ortunatus 
adluccm  refura  jye  Ecclepaflicis  Officijs l : 1 . c:  1 1 . Bibl: Patr:Tom:g.pars 
NoTdomi ni  1 -p:  3 1 1 • ? •Honor ins  A uguftodunenfis  De  Imagine  Mun- 
cam  a vefpera  dilib.i.  cap: 27.  Bibl:  Tatr:  Tom:  12.  pars  i.p:gq.y.H. 
Sabbati  aufpi-  & T>e  Antiquo  ritu  CMiff:  lib:  I .c:  1 9 1 . p:  1 047.  F.  jfhri- 
camur.  ibid,  flianus  Grammaticus  Fxpofitio  in  Cfrlatth:  Bibl:  Patr: 
g Quemlibet  Tom:g.pars  I.  ^.’941-.  D,E.  Zacharuu  fhryfopolitanus 
eomputare^et  *n  nntim  ex  qttatmr  lib .4.  r.173  . Bibl:  rPatr:  Tom:  1 2. 
cum  preceded.  p*r*  I * p-  203,  204.  To  which  I may  adde  Gregorius  g. 
tenode3ceu  u.  Decretal  J.  2.  Tit.g.  De  Feriys  cap.i.p,^g^t  Summa  An- 
gium  copularc  gelica  Tit . cDies.fett . I.  & fonftitutiones  Symonis  Iflepe 
folemusjSice-  Archiepifc.  Cantuarienfis  , aptid  Cjulielmum  Lmdwood . 
&c!  vacatlo-”  ConftitfProvinciafes  Ll.Tit.de  FeriysfoLy^.rB.&  loan. 
nem  a Iaberi-  Aton.fol  148.^.  where  he  decreeth  thus,  in  primis faerie 
bus  in  Sabbato  diem  dominie  um  ab  h or  a diet  Sabbati  vefpertina  incho - 
na  defcripfit , andum&c.  to  which  the  forequoted  Authours  fufFra- 
tc  nofteet  fe-  gate-  daftly,  W King  Edgar  and  Canntus  enatted  by 
quenti  die  oti-  their  Larves , That  the  Sunday  jhould  be  kept  holy  font 
urn  age  rent  JI  e- 

ftes  do  Iudsos  qui  ttfquc  in  hodiernum  diem  id  obfervant;  quippe  qiri  non  iriam  nos 
frem/quae  Sabbatum  (iibftquitur,fed  illam  quse  antegreditur  ceflatione  ab  operibus 
quicte  colunt.Ht  nos  in  obfervatione  did  dominici,  prsecedentem  nodem,  tanquam 
cum  die  copulatan^ct  non  fequentem  nodem  vcncramup.l^/d,  A moft  full  teftimony. 
h B9okebrMaityrsJ£dit.j:<5  io.p.7iy* 

Jaturday 
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Jaturday  at  noonetill  monday  in  the  morning.  And  Charles 
the  Great , C apt  Jib.  6 . ena&ed:  (i)  that  the  Lords  day 
fjouldbe  k^t  holy  from  evening  to  evening.  By  all  which 
teftimonies  and  reafons  it  is  moft  apparanc,  that  Lords 
dayes  and  holy  dayes  begin  at  evening,  and  fo  ought  to 
be  celebrated  and  kept  holy  from  evening  to  evening. 
Therfore  all  dancing,dicwg, carding, mafques  Jtageplaies , 
(together  with  aLl  ordinary  impioyments  ofjmens  cal- 
lings^ upon  fat  nr  day  nights , are  altogether  mlawfoll  by 
the  verdi  tt  of  the  for  equated  (founcels  • becaufe  the  Lords 
day  (as  all  thefe  ancient  Authorities  and  reafons,  againft 
all  new  opinions  prove,)  is  even  then  begun.  Neither 
will  it  hereupon  follow,  that  we  may  dance,  dice,  fee 
Mafques  or  Playes  on  Lords-day  nights  (as  too  many 
doejbecaufe  the  Lords  day  is  then  ended;  fince  thefe 
Councels  prohibit  them  altogether  at  all  times  whatfoe- 
ver.  But  put  cafe  they  were  lawfull  at  other  times  , yet 
it  were  unleafonable  to  pra&ife  the  on  Lords  day  nights: 
For  this  were  but  tof  K.)  begin  in  thejpirit,and  end  in  the 
fiefl; to  conclude  holy-daies&  duties  withprophaneex- 
erciles ; and  (l)  immediately  after  the  fervice  ofCjod  to 
fervethe  Divell , and  to  commit  our  felvesto  his  prote- 
ction. Wee  muft  therefore  know,  that  though  the 
Lords  day  end  at  evening,  yet  there  are  then  evening- 
duties  ftili  remaining,  anfwerable  to  the  workes  of  the 
precedent  day : as  the  ( m ) repetition, meditation, and  try - 
all  of  thefe  heavenly  in jlruthons  which  we  have  heard  or 
read  in  the  day-time  ; ( n ) prayer  to  God  for  a blejftng  up - 
•n  all  thofe  holy  ordinances  of  which  wee  have  beene  made 
partners : (o)  thanksgiving  to  him  for  his  manifold  mer- 
cies : (p ) finging  of'pfalmes  and  hymnes  and  jpirituall 
Jongs:  (q)  infiruttion  and  examination  of  our  children, 
fervants  and  families  : ( r ) examination  of  our  owne 
hearts , efiates , and  wayes  by  the  touch-fione  of  Gods 
word  : together  with  a (f)  ferious  commendation  of  our 
Joules  and  bodies  into  the  hands  of  God  by  prayer  and  well- 
doing, when  as  we  are  lying  downe  to  our  ref.  All  which 
moft  ferious  neceffary  duties,  with  which  wee  fliould 
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i A vefpera  nfq; 
ad  vefperam 
dies  Domini- 
ons fervetur. 

Hoc  he  it  us  Dcz 
cret.RccteJ.GaL 

p.f8  9.  E vefpe- 
ra diei  Sabbati 
ufquead  vefpe- 
.ram  diei  domi- 
nicifequedrati 
a rurali  opere, 
ct  omr  i nego- 
tiO,  fo’odivino 
cultui  vneemus 
llRibaniu 
Maurut  Homilid 
in  Domintcts  die* 
ItM.oyet  umTottio 

f.p.6o>\<4. 

\ Gal.  $.$  a. 

1 See  Tertulli* 
anDe  Speda- 
culis  c.  2 
Here  Ad.  <5. 
Scene  12.  ac- 
cordingly. 
wPfal.f.  l,t. 
Deut.C4,f,6. 
Ads  i7. 1 1. 

1 Iohn  4.1. 

h Ephef  3. 14. 
to  2 1.  Phil.  i. 
9,  ic.i  Tim.  2. 
1.8. 0 Hebr.i  2. 

1f.pEph.u9, 

20.C0I  $.if. 
4C3I.3.  if. 
Deut  6.f,^,7. 
Ephef.  f.4. 
rPral  4.4. 
Lam.  40. 

2 Cor.  1 

/P(aI.48.PfaI. 
31,  f.  iuk.i3, 
4*.  I Fet.4.1^ 
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Quis  kic  an  clole  up  every  day  and  night,  ( t)( it  bang  for  ought  roc 
adiicianthodi.  tyowthe  utmoft  period  of  our  lives,  ) will  out  ail  dan- 
Smm*Tem.a  cin§>  dicing,  Malques  afld  Stage-playes,  which  are  in- 
pora  dii  (upcri?  compatible  with  thefe  holy  duties , and  altogether  un« 
wrttoUrmMt  lealonable  for  the  night,  which  God  made  for  ( u jjleepc 
Qdt  ^.Ncmo  in  andreft ; not  for  theie  dilhoneft  worker  of  darameflc  in 
certuf111^111  vvhich  too  ipetid  whole  nights,  who  never  im- 
PIoyed  onc  halfe  n,g^t  (or  dw)  in  prayer,  as  their  ( x) 
tam  divos  ha*  Saviour,  and  (j)  King 'David  did.  Since  therefore  we 
buit  faventes  never  reade  of  any  faithfull  Saints  of  God  in  rormei: 
eraftinum  ut  times  who  praffiled  dancing, dicing,  Malques  or  Enter- 

Ucer?  Scwectf0*  ^udes  on  ^ords  day  nights,  ( no  ( z. ) nor  yet  on  any  other 
^yes  or  nights  for  ought  appeares  by  any  Author,  though 
■v  Pfal.104.1j.  they  have  oft  times  lpent  whole  dayes  and  nights  in 
Pfa).  117. prayer : let  us  not  take  up  this  god<elfe  pra&ife  now, 
1)r°k‘fr  14  which  will  keepeus  offfrom  God  and  better  things* 
Chi  VftOra-  ^Ut  ^et  us  ratdieT  h>H°w  t*)  Sdgars  and  Canutes  Lawet, 
tio  habita  Ka-  keeping  the  Sunday  holy  from  fat  nr  day  evening , till  morim 
lendis.  day  morning  ; fpe  ding  the  <b)  whole  day  and  night  i» 

x Luke  6.11.  ( c ) prayer  and  praifes  unto  God , and  in  fuch  holy  attions> 

J Pfal*6.6.PC  as  we  be  content,  xhzt(d)  Chrif  and  death  Jhould. 

Pf.77  (■  PC9*  1 fade  us  doing*  No  man  I am  lure  would  be  willing,  that 
Pf.i  1 9/5  2 .*  * Chrilt,  that  death  or  the  day  of  judgement  ftiould  de- 
z See  Aft.  ?.  prehend  him  (<?)  whiles  he  IS  dancing , dr  inking, gaming, 
SceneS.  C JMafquina,  fitting,  or  beholding  Sttge-playes:  yea  who 

?Seepa/a^442  wou1ld  nor  tremble  to  be  taken  away  fodainly  at  fuch 
*Ports  as  Specially  on  a Sunday  night,  when  e- 
Sce  here  page  very  mans  conference  lecretly  informes  him  that  they 
24?.' & *.5c  are  unexpedient,unfeafonable,  ifnot unlawful  too?Let  us 
EdAr.js  therfore  alwaies  end  the  Lords  day, yea  every  weekday 
too  with  fuch  holy  exercifes,in  which  we  would  (f  )wiU 
dMattb.24.46*.  bingty  end  our  dayes : then  neede  we  not  be  afhamed  for 
rSecMatth.24  to  live  nor  feare  to  die.  La(fly?  it  is  evidently  refolved 
38,39.  1 Sans,  by  the  foregoing  Councels  that  the  verv  beholding  and 
ir'*6’  Vz  acting  of  Stage-playeseither  in  publike  or  private,  is  al. 

f Pukhra  res  c!t  corfummare  viram  ante  mortem  , detnde  expeftarc  fecurus  rel i- 
quamtemporis  fui partem.  Sense*  EpiP.x t. 

together 
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together  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians,  and  more  efpecially 
to  Clergy  men, (who  now  are  not  alhamed  to  * frequent  * Yea  fomc- 
them,  againft  the  exprefie  refolution  of  all  thefe  Coun-  V™” to 
cels: ) who  are  neither  to  behold  nor  countenance  any  VMiverGtics. 
dancing,  dicing,  carding,  table-playing,  much  lelfe  any 
publike  or  (1^)  private  S&ge-playes;  the  very  ading  or  \ Therefore  no 
beholding  of  which  fubjeds  them  both  to  fufpenfion  Academicall 
and  degradation  ; as  the  recited  Canons  witnefle  to  the  Sta§c*Payes* 
full : which  I wifti  all  Minifters  would  now  at  laft  re- 
member. 

Ifany  man  here  objed : that  many  of  the  allcdged  °b)eu. 
Councels  prohibit  Clergy  men  onely  from  ading  and 
beholding  Stage-playes ; therefore  Lay  men  may  fafely 
perfonate  and  frequent  them  /fill. 

To  this  I anfwer.  Firft  that  mod  of  thefe  Councels  Jnfvr. 
exprefly  inhibit  as  well  Lay  men  as  Clergy  men  both  « secChryfoft. 
from  ading  and  beholding  Stage-playes  : therefore  the  Horn.*. in  Mat. 
c^bjedion  is  but  idle.  Secondly,  the  very  reafon  ailed-  Tom.».Col.i?« 
god  by  thefe  Counceis,why  Clergy  men  fhould  abftaine  Hom.7.m 
from  Stage-playes  i to  wit , Ufi- their  ejes  and  «r«  de. 
fated  unto  holy  myfteries  jbonld  be  defiled  by  them  arc,  pr0ves  that  Lay 
^extends  as  well  to  the  Laity  as  the  Clergie ; fince  eve-  men  as  well  as 
ry  Lay  Chriftian  is  as  apt  to  be  defiled  by  Playes , and  Monkcs  & Mi* 

(l ) ought  to  be  as  holy  in  all  manner  of  conversation,  as  ni^ers  . ought 
Clergymen.  Every  Lay  Chriftian  is,  or  ought  to  be  a 

(m)  (pint mill* rie ft,  to  offer  up  (piritua/l  facnfices  of  / 

frayer  and  praife  to  G od  both  morning  and  evening  , and  14*15,16, 
at  all  other  fiaftns  : wheuce  God  himfelfe  enjoynes  e-  1 »• 

ven  Lay  men  as  well  as  others;  (n ) to  cleanfe  themfelves  J? 1 per*  1 
from  ah  pollution  of  flefb  and  ftirit  perfecting  holtneffe  in  l '6  ^0] 
the  frare  of  God;  (0)  to  keepe  themfelves  mffiotted  of  the  \ p.^.Ifay  6 1 J, 
world ; (p ) to  abftaine  ftomflefhly  l aft s which  voarre  a-  & 65,1/.  Non- 

gainft  the  foul e ; and  (q)  to  be  holy  even  as  God  is  holy . nect  Laici  Sa~ 

J 1 cerdotes  fu» 

imis?  Scriptumeft.  Nos  Sacerdotes  Deo  et  Patri  fuo  fecit.  Differentiam  interOrdi- 
nem  et  plebcmconfliruitHcclefiae  authoritas,  Sed  etubi  trc$,Ecc!efia  eft,  licet  Laici 
Tbrt*i!tan.?xhortMtio sdCtftitattm tap^,  » 2Cor,7,x,  # Ianu.>7.  p t Pct«i*si«Q: 
4 Levity  1.4 4,^1 9.;, c,  19,7,  1 Pet.x, 15,16a 

Ther£ 
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r Gen  ♦ 1 8. 1 9. 
Dent.  6,  6,7. 

I Tim.  i.8, 
Hebr.  5.13. 
Co!.  ? .16,17. 
Ephef^.ip.c.f. 
17*19,10.  & 

C.6.4. 

« See  Afh  6, 
Scene  *,  4,  5c 

II  accordingly. 

P See  The  D if- 
ference be- 
tweene  the  Ec= 
clefiaftical  Po- 
werand  Regall 
Engl iflied  by 
Henry  Lord 
Stafford;  and 
dedicated  to 
the  Duke  of 
Sommerfetj 
printed  cum 
Privilegio;  5c 
Dr.  Craken= 
thorp  Of  the 
Pope*  Tempo- 
ral! Monarchy 
accordingly. 

# Sec  Concil* 
$*• 

rSec  Coacil. 
IW*3M4, 
365*8>44>47, 
S°>  & 5 5,  ac. 
cordingly* 


There  is  the  fdfefamc  holinefTe  required  both  of  the 
Laity  and  Clergy;  both  of  them  ought  to  be  alike  fpiri- 
tuall  Priefts  to  God  (at  lead  wife  irrrefpcdof  (r)family^ 
duties  }and  private  exercifes  of  piety  and  devotion:  jif  ther* 
fore  Stage-piayes  unfandifie  or  pollute  rhe  one,  andin- 
difpole  them  to  Gods  fervice,needes  mud  they  [o)defile 
the  other  too:  and  fo  they  are  equally  unlawful!  to  both 
by  thefe  Councels  verdid.  Laftly, though  many  of  thefe 
Councels  prohibit  only  Clergie  men  fro  a ding  or  behol- 
ding Stage-plaies;  partly  becaufe  their  (p)  Canons  bound 
none  but  Clergy  menytot  the  Laity , unttll  they  were  receU 
ved:  and  partiie.  becaufe  the  reformation  of  the  Clergie 
( whofe  [q)  refort  to  Stage-play es  did  fedttce  the  Laity,) 
was  the  ipeedied  meanes  to  reclaime  all  Laicks.-yet  they 
intended  not  to  give  anielibertie  to  Lay  men,  to  haunt 
Plaies  or  theatres  ; for  as  they  inhibit  Minifters  them-' 
felves  from  Plaies,  fo  they  ( r)  charge  them  Itkcwife  both*, 
by  preaching  jby  ecclefiaflicall  cenfures ,& all  other  meane&p 
to  withdraw  their  parishioners  and  all  others  from  them&a^ 
that  the  objedion  is  meerelie  frivolous;and  I may  fafelie 
conclude,  that  thefe  5 $ recited  Councels  have  cenfured 
and  condemned  all  kinde  of  Stage-plaies,  together  with 
their  Adors  and  fpedatours.  And  dare  then  anic  Cler- 
gie man,anie  Lay  man  or  Chridian  whatfoever  after  all 
thefe  pious  Conditutions,thefe  deliberate  refolutions  of 
above  a double  Grand-Iurie  of  oecumenicall,  national!, 
provincial!  Sy  nodes  and  Councels , of  all  times,  all  ages 
of  the  Church  5 after  the  folemne  verdid  of  above  5000 
reverend Bifliops and  Prelates,  (who  were  prefent  at 
thefe  Councels,  and  fubferibed  them  with  their  hands, ) 
once  open  his  eyes  to  fee,  his  cares  to  heare,his  purfe  to 
cheerifh,  his  mouth  to  /uftifie  Plaies  or  Plaiers  ? I hope 
there  is  none  will  be  fo  defperately  fhameleffe  ,fo  grace* 
lefle  as  to  doe  it  now,  though  they  did  it  out  of  igno- 
rance heretofore. 

To  thefe  forenamed  Councels  I fhall  accumulate  fome 
Canonicall  Play-condemning  Conditions  to  the  fame 
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effed,  according  to  their  feverall  antiquities. 

The  hritof  them  (it  we  beleeve  Clemens  Romanes) 
ate  the  very  Canons  and  Conllitutions  of  the  Apoftles 
themlelveSjWho  decree  thus. 

({)  Can.  xy.Qui  accepit 


merecricem , vel  mimam 
feu  lcenicam , non  poteft 
die  Presbyter, vel  Epifco- 
puSjVel  Diaconus,vel  om- 
niiibin  numero  lacerdotali 


f Apoftolorutn 

tt  rtt  . r Canones  apud 

Heewho  bath  married  a Surium 

fir  limpet,  or  a woman-attor  cil.Tora.i.p-ij. 

or  ft  agere fie, cannot  be  an  cl-  Gratian.  Di' 

der , a Bifhop , or  Deacon  , 3 4* 

nor  yet  in  the  number  of  the 

C'ergy-  Binius  5c  Crab 

It  then  the  marrying  with  a woman-ador  or  Stage-  Tom.i.  Conci. 
hauntrefle  ( who  were  commonly  (t)  notorious  proftituted  lbrum,Apofto7 
ftrumpets  in  ancient  times ,)diiables  men  from  bearing  a-  *oru™  Cano- 
ny  ecciefiaflical  ftndion,  by  the  Apoftles  o wne  verdict ; ^ ^ 

how  execrable  mull  Stage-plaies  themielves  and  Piaiers  ^.ScenAp.u  4 
be?  The  fame  Apoftles  in  their  Conllitutions  (recorded  x » ?.  Aft.  6. 
by  the  felfefame  Clemens, ) will  informe  us:  where  thus  Sc\ne  3 >4.  Dr, 
they  write.  Remolds  0= 

(v)  David  dixit,  ( x ) David  hath  /kid,  I have  sta^oplay 

Odi  Ecclefiam  mahgnan - J *1 — — & 

t 'tum,  et  cum  imqaa  ge - 
rentibus  non  ingrediare. 

Et  rurfus.  (y)  'Beat ns  vir 
qui  non  ambulavit  in  con - 
filio  impiorum , et  in  via 
peccatorum  non  ftetit,et  in 
cathedra  pettilentiumnon 
/edit , fed  in  lege  Domini 
voluntas  ejus  , et  in  lege 
ejus  meditatibur  die  ac 
notte.  Tu  vero  relido  fi- 
delium  cxtu>DeiEcckfijs 
aclegibus,  refpicis  fpe- 
lnncas  latronum  3 fanda 
ducens  qux  nefaria  die 
voluit : non  folumq;  id 
fecis,  fed  etiam  ad  Grse- 
corum 


hated  the  congregation  of  p.7a&  Codex 
evil  doers, and  have  not  kept  Theodofiillb. 
companic  with  thofe  who  I5«Tit.7.ac* 
doe  wicked  things.  <*Anda-  ^rdlngly.  . 
game.  Blefled  is  the  man,  camu|ier>or 
who  hath  not  walked  in  the  mima,is  ufei 
counfell  of  the  wicked , and  for  a whore.See 
hath  not  flood  in  the  way  of  ^^lc^zcn  °? 
finners,  and  hath  not  fate  in 
the  feat  of  contagious  per- 
fons,  but  his  delight  is  in  the 
law  of  the  Lord , and  in  his 
law  will  he  meditate  day  and 
night.  But  thou  leaving  the 
afiembly  of  the  faithful/  the  cil.  Tomfi.p^ 
Church  and  lawes  of  God,  re - 68,69. 
garde  ft  the  dens  of  theeves, 
accounting  thofe  things  holy,  ^ 

O009  which 


ratio  28^,472,, 
Chryfoft.Hom. 
io.inMatth.xz 
C0I  79.D.  ^ 
y Conftitutio* 
num  Apoftc  1.1. 
2.  c.  6 f . apud 
Surium  Con* 
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corum  ludos  curris,  ct  ad 
Theatraproperas,  expe- 
tens  unus  ex  venientibus 
eo  numerari,  et  particeps 
fieri  auditionum  turpium, 
ne  dicam  abominabilium: 
nec  audifti  Hicremiamdi- 
centem  : Domine,  non  fe - 
di  in  confilio  ludentium , 
fedtimui  d confpettu  ma- 
tins tu&  : neque  lob  di- 
centem  fimilia:  (a )Si  ve- 
rb et  cum  riforibus  am- 
bnlavi  aliquando , appen - 
dor  enim  in  ftatera  jufla. 
Quid  verb  cupis  Grecos 
fermones  percipere  ho- 
minum  mortuorum,  af- 
flatu  Diaboli  tradentium 
ea,  qu£  mortem  after unt, 
fidemevertunt,  ad  deo- 
rum  multitudinem  cre- 
dendam  inducunt  eos,qui 
ad  illos  attentionem  adhi- 
bent  ? Vos  ergo  divinis 
legibus  invigilantes,  vkx 
hujus  neceOitatibus  pu- 
tate  eas  prasftaatiores , 
maforemq;  i/s  honorem  ! 
deferentes,  convenite  ad  , 
Ecclefiam  Domini , (b) 
cpuam  accjuifivit  (anguine 
(fhrifli  dileEH , (e)  primo- 
geniti  omnis  creatura,  Ea 
eft  enim  alriftimi  fiiia , 
quae  parturit  nos  per  ver- 
bum  gratia?,  et  (V  Jforma- 
vit 


which  hereputeth  wicked: and 
thou  doefi  not  that  onely  , but 
thou  runnefl  likewife  to  the 
Grecian  P/ayes,  & hafiefis  to 
theaters  ,de firing  to  be  reputed 
among  thofe  who  re  fort  thi- 
ther, & to  be  made  a partaker 
of  filthy  , that  I fay  not  abo • 
minable  hearings: neither  hafi 
thou  heard  leremie  faying  : 

0 Lord  , I h^ve  not  fate  in 
the  affembly  of  Players,  but 

1 have  feared  becaufe  of  thy 
hand ; nor  yet  lob  , uttering 
the  like:  And  if  I have  at  any 
time  walked  with  fcoffers, 
for  I am  weighed  in  a Juft 
ballance.^tff  why  defirefithou 
to  he  are  the  Greeke  jpeeches  of 
dead  men  , delivering  thofe 
things  by  the  infiintl  of  the 
*. Divell  which  bring  in  death-, 
overturne  faith,  induce  thofe 
to  beleeve  a multitude  of  gods, 
who  give  attention  to  thofe 
things  ? But  you  waiting  upon 
the  divine  lawes,ctteeme  them 
more  excellent  than  the  ne • 
cefaries  of  this  life,  and  gim 
ving  them  greater  honour, 
come  together  to  the  Church 
of  the  Lord , which  he  hath 
purchafed  with  the  blood  of 
his  beloved  Chrift,  the  firft- 
borne  of  every  creature.  For 
(he  if  the  daughter  of  the  mo  ft 
high , who  hath  begotten  us  by 

the 
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vit  in  mbit  Chriftum,  cu- 
ius participes  faifti , (d) 
fixer  a membra,  exiftitis  et 
dUetla  , non  habcntia  ma- 
culam  neque  rugam, neque 
aliquid  hujufmodi  fed  tan- 
quamfantti  et  irreprahen- 
f biles  in  fide,  perfetti  eft  is 
in  ipfo,  jecundum  imagi- 
nes,e^us  qtti  ere  civ  it  vos, 
jpayete  igitur5neconv<n- 
tus  celebretis  cum  ijs  qui 
pereunt,  quee  eft  Synago- 
ga  Gentium  ad  deceptio- 
ns et  interim  m/ e ) Tful- 
la  eft  enim  Vet  focietas 
cum  Diabolo  : Nam  qui 
congregatur  una  cum  i/s, 
qui  cum  Diabolo  idem 
fentiunt,  unus  ex  ipfts 
connumerabitur,etv£  ha- 
bebic.  Fugite  quoque  in- 
decora fpeSlacula , thca- 
tra  (inquam)  et  Grseco- 
rum  ludos  &c.  Propterea 
enim  oportet  fidelem  fu- 
gere  impiorum  castus  , 
Graecorum  et  ludaeorum, 
ne  ubi  una  cum  i/s  degi* 
mus  , animis  noftris  la- 
queos  paremus:  et  ne  ubi 
in  eorum  feftis  verfamur, 
qua?  in  honorem  da?mo- 
num  celebrantur,  cum  i/s 
habeamus  focietate  impi- 
etatis.  Vitandi  quoq;  funt 
illorum  mercatus , etqui 
in 


the  word  of  grace  , and  hath 
formed  Chriftin  \i$,ofwhom 
being  made  partakers  , you 
become  holie  and  beloved 
members,not  having  fpot  or 
wrinkle,  or  anie  iuch  thing, 
but  as  holie  and  unblamcable 
in  faith , you  are  perfeeft  in 
him,  according  to  the  image 
°f  him  who  hath  created 
you.  'Beware  therefore  that 
you  celebrate  no  meetingswith 
thofe  that  perijh,  which  is  the 
Synagogue  of  the  Gentiles , to 
deceit  and  deflruEh'on.  For 
God  hath  no  fellowlliippe 
with  the  Divell ; for  bee  who 
is  affembled  together  with 
thofe , who  think?  the  fame 
with  the  Divell , (ball bee  ac- 
counted one  of  them , and  J. ball 
have  woe.  Fly  hkewife  ( / fay) 
the  unfeemely  SpeElacies  and 
Theatres  of  the  Cjr&ctans  .For 
therefore  ought  a Chriftian 
to  (bun  the  xfftemb lies  tf  wic- 
ked men,  of  Greeks  and  I ewes, 
left  where  .wee  live  together 
with  them,  wee  provide  fnares 
for  our foules,  and  left  whiles 
wee  are  converfant  in  their 
feafts  , which  are  celebrated 
to  the  honour  of  Divels?  wee 
become  partakers  with ' them 
of  impiety . Their  markets 
likewife  are  to  be  efehued \ and 
the  Tdlayes  that  are  made 
Oooo  1 in 


d Ephef.f* 


e 1 Cor.6. 
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in  ijs  hunt  ludi.  Vitate 
igitur  omnem  idolorum 
pompam^peciem,  mer- 
catum,  convivia,  gladia- 
tores^denique  omnia  dx- 
moniaca  fpe&acula. 


in  them.  Shunne  therefore  all 
the  pompe , the  flew,  the  mar- 
ket , the  feafts  , the  Gladia- 
tors of  Jdolls  , and  finally  all 
damoniacall  ‘Tlayes  and  Spe- 
ctacles. 

Than  which  Apoftolicali  Conftitiitions, there  can  be 
nothing  more  expreflfe  and  punftuall  againft  Stage- 
playes. 

To  thefe  Play-cenfuring  Canons  of  all  the  Apoftles 
together,  I fhall  adde  thele  Conftitutions  of  St.  'Paul  in 
particular,  regiftred  by  the  ielfelame  Clement  of  Rome , 
in  thefe  very  words. 

If  a Stage-player  , be  it 
man  or  woman,  a Chariotor9 


f Clemens  Ro-  . (f)* caucus  fi  accedat, 
manasConiUt.  fi'’e  vir  fit  five  muher, 


Apoft.  1,8  c.38. 
Canoncs  Varii 
Pauli  Apoftoli, 

p.lio. 


* He  meanes 
hunting  of  and 
combating 
■with  wilde 
bcafts  in  Am* 
phitheaters , 
which  was  (ti- 
led, Vcnatio. 
SeeTertullian, 
Dc  Spe£hc.lib. 
& Lypfius  de 


auriga,  gladiator,  curfor 
ftadij,  ludius,  Olympius 
choraules,cytharcdus.ly- 
riftes,faltator,  caupo,  vel 
defiftat , vel  re/iciatur. 

Which  (fanon  extends  to 
a^IClors  onely  ,not  to  Spe- 
ctators. 

Theatralibus  ludis  qui 
dat  opera,  venationibus, 
equorum  curftbus  ,ac  cer- 
taminibus ; vel  defiftat , 
vel  rejiciatur.  Grsccos 


gladiator , race-runner , a fen- 
cer, apraCtifer  of  the  Olym- 
pian games,  a flute-player,  a 
fidler,  a harper,  a dancer , an 
alehouf e-keeper , come  to  turne 
fhriftian ; either  let  him  give 
over  thefe  profefsions  , or  elfe 
be  refeCted. 

He  who  gives  himfetfe  to 
Stageplaies*  huntings,  hor fe- 
rae es, or  prize /;  either  let  him 
defift,  or  let  him  be  cafi  out  of 
the  £hurch.  He  who  follow eth 
Greeks  fajhions , let  himre- 
1 forme  himfelfe,or  be  rejcCtcd. 


mores  qui  fequitur , vel 
mutet  fe,vel  rejiciatur. 

Which  extends  to  ssfCtors  and  Spectators  too.  So  that 
&^uVen^crusJ  ^ very  a Apoftles  themfelves ,ot  St. 'Paul  may  be  11m- 

Dc  Venatione  pires; the  very  a&ingand  beholding  of  Stage-playes  is 
Circilih.accor.  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians  of  all  forts  ; as  thefe  their 
Canons  and  Conftitutions  largely  prove. 

The  i.Cotiftitution  which  I fhall  here  remember,  is 
that  of  Pope  Eufebitu,  about  the  yeare  of  cur  Lord  3 69* 

Oportet 


dingly. 
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3' 

cretorvm  pars 

Ruchardiisl.14 
Dtrcretomm 
mm 
iidus 
de  Vita  et  Ho- 


( g ) Oportet  Epifco-  j Bifhop  ought  to  he  con - g Surius  Co»\- 
pu  moderais  epulis  con-  tent  with  moderate  feafts,  and  Cl1*  J*P* 

re  r r / /7  « llio  UC- 

tentum  efle  9 luolq;  coil-  not  to  urge  hi s guefts  to  eate 
vivas  ad  comedendum  et  or  dr  inkey  but  rather  to  give 
bibendum  non  urger ty  them  an  example  of  Jobriety. 
quin  potius  fobrietatis  Let  all  augmentations  of  fil- 
pr^bere  exemplum.  Re-  thine  ffe  be  removed  from  his  Lan'shcc-ucius 
moveantur  ab  ejus  con-  feaft  , and  let  no  ludicrous  ^vita  et  Ho- 
vivio  Clinda  turpitudinis  j Stage-play  es  , no  vaine  reci - ncrtate  Ecdefi- 
augmenta  y non  ludicra  tall  ofcomicall  verfes , no  foo - afticorum  1.  a. 
fpedacula,  nonacroama-  Hfh  Jpeeches  of  fooles,  nor  le-  c«i$-p.*84. 
turn  vaniloquia,  non  fatu-  gerdemaines  of  jefters  be  ad - 
orum  flultiloquia,  non  mitted - Let  ftr anger s , let 
fcurrilium  admittantur  poore  and  feeble  per  fins  be  pre - 
pra?ftigia:  ( <*s4fullcUtife  fent , who  blefsing  (fhrift  for 
again fl  thefe  ft  agcplayes:)  the  facer  do  tall  table,  may  re- 
Adfint  peregrini  et  pau- 1 ceive  a bleffing.  Let  the  Scrip - 
peres  et  debilcs,  qui  de  tare  be  there  recited , and  let 
lacerdotali  menfa  Chri-  the  exhortation  of  the  living 
ftum  benedicentes,  bene-|  voice  follow  it , that  the gaefts 
didionem  percipiant.Re* ! may  rejoy ce  that  they  are  fed 
citetur  facra  ledio%  fubfe- 1 not  onely  with  corporall  food , 

but  hkewife  with  the  foode  of 
the  fpiritnall  word, that  God  in 
all  things  may  bee  glorified 
through  Iefus  Chrift  oar 
Lord . Such  fhould  Bifliops, 
luch  Minifters  feafts  and  en- 
tertainments be,though  now 
grown  out  of  ufe  with  many. 

The  j,is  the  Decree  of  tyope  Innocent  the  firft , asfnno 
Chrifti  408.  Capit.  1 .fed.  1 1 . 

(^jPr2eterea,frequenter  ^Moreover  certaine  of  our  Con* 

•thren  drive  to  make  C oar-  C1  * °T‘  _?* 


quatur  viva?  vocis  exhor 
tatio*  ut  non  tantum  cor- 
porali  cibo , immo  verbi 
fpiritualis  alimento,  con- 
vivantes  fe  refedosgra- 
tulentur,  ut  in  omnibus 
honorificetur  Deus  per 
Iefum  Chriftum. 


quidamex  fratribus  no- 
ftris,curiales,  vel  quibuf- 
libet  publicis  fundioni- 
bus  occupatos , cler icos 
facere 


brethren  flrive  to  make  (four-  & 

tiers y or  thofewho  are  imploy - tian^Diftin&ia 
ed  in  certaine  pub  like  fun  EH-  51. 
ons,  Clergy  men,  from  whom 
0 q 0 0 1 greater 
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* Stagcplaj'es 
and  fuch  like 
fpe&acles  were 
(lilcd  Muneraa 
becaule  they 
were  freely  be- 
llowed hy  the 
Migillrates  on 
the  people  as  a 
boone  or  gift. 
See  Codex 
Theodofiil.i  y, 
Tit.5,6,7* 

4* 

i Ioannis  de 
Wankel.Brevi. 
arium  Sexti.I.j. 
Tit.  i.  Dc  Vita 
et  Honeftate 
Clericorum  fol. 
SS.Ioannis  Oe 
Burgo  Pupilla 
Oculijpars  7,c. 
10.P. 

So  Wankel, 
Spelman,  and 
others  interpret 
the  word  Colis 
ardor,  fo  doth 
Gulielmus  Pa- 
rificnfis  De  Vi- 
tiis  et  Virtuti- 
bus  c.6.  p.  162. 

5. 

A,  Ioannis  Dc 
Wankel  C!e- 
menjinarum 
Conclufiones, 
Tit.  De  Statu 
Monachorum 

fo].6o,6ijz, 

/Ibidem. 

6 . 

m Carranza  fol, 


facerecontendunt^quibus  j greater  forrow  artjeth  after - 
poftea  major  triftitia  &c.  wards.  For  it  appeares  that 
Conftarenimeos  in  ipfis  in  their  very  offices  them- 
munijs  ctiam  voluptates  [elves  they  exhibit  pleafures , 
exhibere,  quas  a diabolo  which  without  doubt  were  m- 
invetltas  ehe  lion  eft  du-  > vented  by  the  cDivell , and  are 
bilijet  ludonivei*muneru  either  chiefe  overjeers  or  fpe - 
apparatibus  aut  prsedfej  I Platers  of  Play es  and  publtke 
aut  intereife  &c.  | fpePlacles . 

Stage-playes  therefore  by  this  Popes  verdid  (for  of 
them  he  fpeakes)  are  the  very  inventions  of  the  Dtvell. 

The  4.  is  the  Decretal/  of  Pope  Sextus,  where  we  reade 
as  folio  wet  h. 

(i)  Clerjci qui  non  mo-  | Clergymen  who  doe  not  a 
dicum  dignitati  clericalis  little  detraPl  ffiomthe  digni ■ 


ordinis  detrahunt , et  fe 
joculatores  feuGoliardos 
aut  buffones  faciunt,fi  per 
annum  ignominiofam  ar- 
tem  illam  exercuerint,ip- 
fo  jure,  ft  minori  tempo- 
re, etnon  defiftunt  poft 
tertiam  monitionem,  ca- 
rent  omni  privilegio  cle- 
ricali. 


tie  of  the  clertcall  order , and 
make  themfelves  jefters , * 
Stage-players  or  Buffones , 
if  they  jhall  exercife  that  ig- 
nominious art  for  a yeares 
jpace , or  fora  leffer  time,  if 
they  defifi  not  after  the  third 
admonition , are  ipfo  jure  de- 
prived of  all  clertcall  privi- 
ledge. 

The  $ is  the  Conflitution  of  1* ope  Clement  the  5.  An . 
1 3 1 o.  which  as  it(  kj  prohibits  {,ltirgj  men  and  CMonkes 
to  hunt  or-hauke ; fo  it  likewife  decreeth  : 

(7)Ne  moniales  aut  co-  That  Tjjonnes  /hall  not  ufe 
matis  aut  cornutis  utan-  broydered  or  horned  haire , 
tur  crinibus,  aut  chords,  nor  yet  be prefent  at  dances , 
ludis,  aut  fecularibus  in-  Playcs , or  fecular  feafis. 
terfint  feftis. 

The  6.  is  the  Synodall  decrees  ofOdo  P ar if  enfsr about 
theyeare  of  our  Lord  1 2©o.  which  ordaine  : 

(m)  Ne  facerdotes  in  | It  is  wholly  prohibited  Cler - 
3 57»BoohelIus •ecrefcorum  Ecclcfiae  GalliJ. 8. Tit.i^. c,  y.x  7, 1 8. 

fuis  < gie 
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fuisdomibus  habcantfca  \git  men , that  they  keepe  no 
chos,  et  aleas,  omnino  j checker-men , or  tables  and 
prohibetur.  j dice  in  their  houfes. 

Prohibctur  penitus  uni-  j <t All  Clergy  men  are  ut - 


■ vcrfis  facerdotibus  ludere 
cu  deci/s,  et  intereffe  fpe- 
d:aculis,vel  * choreis  aftl- 
ftere,  et  intrare  tabernas, 
caula  potandi,  aut  difcur- 
rere  per  vicos  aut  plateas, 
et  ne  habeant  reftes  inor- 


terly  prohibited  to  play  at  ^Seeloannis 


dice  , to  bee  prefent  at  S tttge- 
p/ayes  , or  ft  and  by  dancers , 
or  to  enter  into  mvernes  to 
drinke , ortorunne  through 
villages  or  (Ireetes  , 


or  to 

roe  are  diforderly  apparell. 

dinatas  onino  prohibetur ) 

The  7.  is  the  Conftitution  of  Pope  Pins  the  5.  Anno  t 
^ ...  . r J hccrucius  De 

Dorn.  1 5 66.  which  runnes  thus.  yjn  ct  Honeft- 


NydeivExpo= 
fitio  Prxcepto. 
turn  Decalogi, 
Praeceptuin  6 , 
cap.  3,  fol.  124. 

7. 

:KPii  {.  Con- 
ftitut.An.i  <;66 


* Vt  Clerici  quos  prop- 
ter Chriftum  fpedteculu 
fieri  oporteat  mundo,An^ 
gelis,ethominibus,  rrnx- 
ime  debeantab  i/s  fpe&a- 
culis,  quae  Chriftum  non 
fapiunt,  abftinere ; et  ne 
coma^dias,  fabulas,  cho- 
reas, haftiludia,  aut  ludi- 
crutn,  et  profanum  ullum 
fpeftaculi  genus  agant 
vel  fpeflent.  Ne  talis,tef- 
feris,  pagellis  pidis,  et 
omnino  alea ,aut  ullo  pra> 
terea  vetito  a it  indecoro 
ludigenere  ludant,  neve 
hu/ufmodi  ludi  fpeftato- 
res  (int#  Ne  comeflario- 
nibus  aut  minus  honeftis 
con vi vi/s  interftnt,  cau- 
ponafqueaut  tabcrnas  ne 
ingrediantur,  nifi  iongio- 
ris  itineris  caufa;  ne  cui- 
quam 


That  flerg!  mcn  ^0  Ecclefiaftic.U. 
ought  to  bee  made  a fpeBacle  c.z  1.  p.  \ 18. 

to  the  world , to  <?s4n<rels  and  ^ Schijcitantu 
r a-*/  -a  ^ 1 1 busdeichachis 

" CW.euvbtcbte-  ul!sctateiS)  et 

fly  to  ab ft  Mine  fromtbofefpe-  huiufmodi3dic 
ftacles,  which  favour  not  of  peccatum  max« 
Chrift  • neither  may  they  a£l  imam  e(Te  hu« 
or  behold  Comedies , ‘Playes,  i^nodi 
dances, Iufts , or  any  prophane  frimi 

j 'port  or  fpeftacle.  Let  them  i^o.Azoara. 
not  play  at  tables , dice, car ds^  $ ,p*  1 7.  Viri 
or  any  game  at  dice:  (which  boni,a!easveI 
games  even'*  Mahomet  him  Cr!2f^5 

9 .r  1 , , . . iint  res  licitae, 

felfe  hath  condemned  and  fcdDiabolima. 
prohibited  his  followers  in  china 3 per  quae 
his  Alcoran,  as  the  greateft  inter.  homines 
(innes , and  the  Divelb  en-  iwraicitiam  et 
gine,  to  breed  difeords  a-  ?nU™^j 
mong  men, and  to  withdraw  ab  orationibus 
them  from  prayer  and  Gods  et  invocations 
fervice : ) nor  at  any  other  Dei  retraherc 
prohibited  or  unfeemely  kinde  maxime  mtj* 
ofplaj  neither  may  they  bee  SffiS 
fpettators^  j.f,43o 
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quam  propinent  aut  pro- 
vocari  ad  bibendum  rc- 
fpondeant,  led  fobiieet 
cafte  ex  doflrina  Apo- 
floli  vivant.  Which  (fon- 
ft  it  ut  ion  was  framed  out 
of  the*fire-recited  Decree 
of  the  Councell  of  Trent , 
of  which  this  Pope(  writes 
Langhecrucius , ) was  a 
mofl  diligent  obferver  and 
prattifer « 


Jpettators  of  fuch  places  or 
games . They  may  not  be  pre- 
sent at  riotous  or  dtflonefi 
feaftsy  neither  flail  they  enter 
into  any  mvernes  or  alehoufes 
unles  it  be  by  reafon  of  fome 
long  journey . Let  them  not 
drin£e(  or  begin  an  health  )to 
any  one  ; nor  yet  pledge  others 
when  they  are  provoked  to 
drinke  ; but  let  them  Itve  fi- 
ber ly  andchafily  according  to 
the  Apo files  dotbrine. 

And  is  it  notthen  a fhame  for  Protefhnc  Minifters  to 
frequent , to  ule  theic  Piayes,  thefe  games  and  fports,or 
to  pra&ife  thefe  abides,  which  Popes,  and  Papifts  thus 
condemne,at  leaftwile  by  their  publike  Decrees,though 
they  iiiil  approve  them  by  their  pra&ife? 

To  thele  Canonicall,  I (hall  here  annexe  thefe  Im- 
perial! Conftitution*  following;  which  inhibit  all  Cler- 
gy men  under  lev  ere  penalties,  yea  and  other  Chriilians 
too,  from  dancing,  dicing,  afling  or  beholding  Stage- 
playes,and  fuch  like  Spedaclesas  chefe. 

The  firlt  is  the  Decree  of  lufhnian  himfelfe,dire<3:e(i 
to  Spiphamus  the  Patriarke^in  thefe  words. 

We  verily  beleeve  that  the 
punt ie  and  honour  of.^JVfmi- 
fiers,  and  their  uale  to  our 
Lord  God  and  Saviour  Iefus 
Chrifl , and  their  perpetualL 
prayers , afford  much  reconci- 
liation and  increafe  to  our 
Repub  like ; by  which  there  is 
power  given  to  us  Jboth  to  fuh 
due  the  barbarians , and  to  be 
made  Lord  of  thofe  things 
which  before  we  have  not  ob- 
tained, 


* Tuftin', 3n.Co.  (")  Vehementercredi- 
dicislib. i. Tit.  tons  quod  Sacefdotu  pu- 
*.Dc  Epifcopis  ritas  et  decus,et  adDomi- 
etC'cricis.Lcx.  nu  Defi  et  Salvatore  no- 
f4rC°irpUTS  u’  ftfum  Iefum  Chriftum 
4.Coi.i6i,i6z  krvor>  etabipfis  miffas 
perpetus  prices,  multam 
propitiatione  noftrx  rei- 
pub:  et  increment^  prse- 
bent,  per  quas  datur  no- 
bis et  barbaros  fubjuga- 
re,  et  dominum  fieri  eo- 
ru  in 


Part,  i 


Hiftrio-Maftix. 


657 


rum  quae  antea  non  obti- 
niiimus*,et  quanto  plus  re- 
bus iiiorum  accedit  hone- 
ftatis  et  decoris,tanto  ma- 
gis  et  noftram  temp,  au- 
geri  credimus.  Si  enim  hi 
praetulerint  vitam  hone- 
itam  et  undique  irrepre- 
henfibilem , et  rehquum 
populum  inftruerint , ut 
is  ad  honeftatem  illorum 
relpiciens  multis  peccatis 
abfhneat,  plane  eft,  quod 
inde  et  animse  omnibus 
mtliores  erunt , et  facile 
nobis  tribuetur  a maxi  mo 
Deo  et  Salvatore  noftro 
Iefu  Chrifto  dementia 
conveniens.  Haec  igitur 
nobis  fpeculantibus,  nun- 
ciatum  eft,,  pmer  com- 
mune m rerum  fide,  quof- 
dam  ex  reverendiftimis 
diaconis  itemq;  presbyte- 
ris,  ( nam  eo  amphus  dice- 
re  crubefcimus,Deo  aman* 
tifiimos  nempe  Epifco- 
pos,)  quofdam,inquam,ex 
his  non  vereri,  alios  qui- 
dem  per  fe,  aleas  feu  tefle- 
ras  contredare,  et  adeo 
pudicum,ATQV e Etiam 
Idiot  is  A Nob  1 s 
Freqventer  Inter- 
DICTVM  SPECTACV- 
lvm  participareialios  ve 
to  talem  ludum  non  accu 
fare, 


tained,  and  bj  how  much  th  ? 
more  hone  ft)  an&  come  line  fie 
accrues  to  their  affaires  , we 
beleeve  that  our  common - 
weale  {hall  bee  fo  much  the 
more  increafed.  For  ifthefe 
{hall  live  an  honeft,  and  eve* 
ry  way  unb  lame  able  life,  and 
{ball  inflrutt  the  refidue  of 
the  people,  that  they  behol- 
ding their  honefly  may  ab - 
flame  from  many  fmnes , it  is 
manifefi, that  fio  thence  even 
all  mens  foules  will  be  the 
better , and  convenient  mercy 
[hall  be  eafily  granted  to  us 
by  our  great  Cjod  and  Sa- 
viour Icfus  (fhrifl.  We  ther - 
fore  contemplating  thefe 
things , it  is  tolde  us,  beyond 
the  common  truth  of  things , 
that  certnine  of  the  mofl  re- 
verend ‘Deacons  and  Pref- 
byters,  ( for  wee  are  more  a- 
flamed  to  Jay,  that  even  Bi- 
flops who  are  befl  beloved  of 
fijod,  ) 1 fly  , that  fome  of 
thefe , are  not  afraid  , fome 
of  them  by  themfelves , to 
play  at  tables  or  dice,  and  to 
participate  of  fo  flamefull  a 


Spectacle  , Which 
Wee  Have  Oft  Pro- 
hibited Even  Lay- 
men Themselves:  that 
others  verily  blame  not  this 
play  flat  either  communicate 
P p p p with 
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o Stage-playes 
therefore  and 
the  heholding 
of  Dicers,  and 
Diee.play  pol- 
lute mens  eyes, 
their  earesjtheir 
hands  and 
foules, 


f Stage*  pi  ayes 
therefore  are 
the  very  pomps 
€>f  the  Di veil , 
which  wee  re- 
nounce tubap- 


fare,  fed  yd  communicare 
facientibus,aut  ledcre  ipe- 
tftacores  a:tus  indecori,  et 
fpeClare  quidem  cum  avi- 
ditate  omnimoda,res  om- 
nium rerum  importunilli- 
mas,  fermones  vero  audi- 
re  blafphemos,  quos  in  ta- 
li bus  nccefl'e  eft  fieri,  poL- 
luere  etiam  luas  manus,  et 
oeulos  , et  aures  S i c 
D'mnatis  £t  Prohi- 
bit i s Lv  d i s ; alios  ve- 
ro neq.ue  obfeure  et  laten- 
ter,  aut  equorurn  certami- 
nibus  fe  immdeere,  aut  e- 
tiam  invitare  aliquosfuper 
equoru  profligatione  aut 
victoria,  vel  per  feipfos 
vel  per  alios  quofdam.j  Et 
quia  nodeceter  talia  ludat, 
aut  Scenicorvm  aut 
thylemicoru  Spectato- 
res  Fivnt  Lvdorvm, 
aut  earum  qua:  in  theatris 
certantium  ferarum  pug- 
nse  hunt,  quemadmodum 
ipfi  vel  his  qui  modo  et 
recens  initiati  funt,etado- 
randis  myfterijs  dignati . 
ipfi predicant , uc  Abr?- 

NV  NCI  ENT  ADVFRSA- 
R1I  D^£MONIS  CVL- 
tvi,Et Omni b vs  Pom- 
pis  El  VS  , Qv  ARVM 
Non  Minima  Pars 
Talia  Spectacv l a 
SV  NT* 


with  thofewho  ufeit,  or  fit 
jpettators  of  this  unfieemely 
att,  beholding  even  with  aH 
greedwejfe  the  mofl  income* 
ntent  foolifh  thing  of  any  tand 
hearing  blafphemous  /pee* 
chts  which  mufl  necejfanly 
be  utter ed in  finch / (ports,  ( o ) 
polluting  even  their  hands , 
their  eyes  &eares  with  fiuch 
Condemned  And  Pro- 
hibited Play e s : that 
others  truly , not  obfcurely 
and  covertly , intermingle 
themfielves  in  Cirque-play es 
andhorfe-races , orelfiebett 
with  others  upon  the  dtfcom - 
fiting  and  viElorie  of  horfes , 
either  by  themfielves  or  fiome 
others . And becaufe  they  cays* 
not  conveniently  ufie  fuch 
Playes , they  become  Spec- 
tators Of  Stage- 
P La  Y E s and  Enter  ludes , or 
of  thole  combates  of  witde 
beafls  that  are  made  in  thea- 
ters-albeit  they  thefielves  doe 
preach  even  to  thofe  that  are 
even  now  but  newly  admitted 
to  and  made  partakers  of  tho 
(acred  myfleries  , that  they 
fhould  Renovnce  The 
Worshi  r Of  The 
DivelTheir  Adver- 
sary , And  All  His 
Pompes5  Of  Which 
Svch  Spectacles  Or 
Stage- 
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Sv  nt.  Ssepe  quidem  iftis 
talia  cuftodin  pra?dica- 
mus  : videntes  autcin  de 
his  t'aftam  nobis  relatione 
in  necefiitatem  incidnnus 
ad  prademem  venieudi  le- 
gem,turn  propter  noftrum 
iuper  religione  ftudium , 
turn  etiam  propter  lacer- 
dotij  ipfms  fimul  et  com- 
munis reipub:  utilitatem. 
Er  fancimu^neminem  ne- 
que  diaconum,neque  pref- 
byterum,  etmulto  magis 
neque  Epifcopum,  (quod 
quidem  et  incredibileior- 
te  videri  poftitj  ut  quoru 
in  ordinationibus  prices 
ad  Dominum  mittuntur 
Chriftum  Denm  noftrum, 
et  invocatio  fanftiet  ado- 
randi  fit  Spiritus,et  eorum 
capitibus  aut  manibus  im- 
ponuntur  fandliffima  eo- 
rum qua?  apud  nos  funt 
myfteriorum,  ut  fcilicec 
ipfis  omnia  fenforia  inftru* 
menta  pura  fiant  et  confe- 
crentur  Deo.  Neminem  i- 
gitur  horum  audere  de  ca?- 
tero  et  poft  divinam  no- 
ftram  legem  aut  cubicare, 
(id  eft  teflferis  feu  aleis  lu- 
dereO  quocunque  alear  ge- 
nere  aut  ludo,  aut  ita  lu- 
dentibus  communicare  aut 
converiari^aut  recreari,aur 
una 


Stageplayes  AreNot 
The  least  Part  .Truly 
\ we  have  ofttimes  proclaimed 
that  fuch  things  fnould  bee 
j obfervedby  themibut  feeing 
I there  is  a relation  of  thefe 
things  made  unto  us , we  are 
fallen  into  a neceffity  of  com- 
ming  to  the prefent  lave , both 
j reffeft  of  our  care  for  re - 

| hgion,  as  alfofor  the  pub  like 
benefit  of  the  miniflry  it  felfy 
and  of  the  Repub  like.  <fsLnd 
we  decree  , that  no  ‘Deacon 
nor  Presbyter  , and  much 
more  no  Bifbop , ( which  tru- 
ly may  chance  to  fie  erne  in ^ 
credible ,)  as  in  whofe  ordi- 
nations praiers  arefent  up  to 
our  Lord  God  lefts  (fhrifl , 
and  the  holy  and  adored  Spi- 
rit is  invocated , and  the  mofi 
holy  myfteries  that  are  a- 
mong>  us  are  impofed  on  their 
heads  or  hadsythatfo  al  their 
fenfitive  infiruments  may 
be  made  pure  and  confecra - 
ted  unto  God.  * Let  none  of  Clergy 

them  therefore  hereafter  pre-  mar^ 

fume  after  our  divine  law , 
either  to  play  at  tables  or 
dicey  or  at  any  kinde  of  dice- 
play , or  game , or  to  commu- 
nicate or  converfe  , or  to  be 
recreated  with  thofe  who  play 
thusyor  to  play  together  with 
them,  or  to  bears  witnejfe  to  * 

Ppppz  them , 
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unacutn  i/s  agcre,auteis 
teftimoniu  perhibere,  aut 
interefle Plebeiis  Hv- 

IVSMODI  SPECTACV- 


them,  or  to  be  prefent  at  fitch 

Plebeian  Spectacles 
And  Stach-Playes 
which  wee  have  jpoken  of  be- 


Lis  quae  prills  diximus,  ! fore,  or  to  doe  any  of  thofe 
aut  quid  eorumquae  in  his  j things  that  are  here  prohibim 


prohibetur  lacere5iedOM 
n i Ad  illa  Parti- 
cipio  In  Postervm 
Abstinere  &c.  Si  vero 
quis  de  caetero  cate  quid 
faciens  deprehenfus  fae- 
rit  &c.  et  conviblus  fuerit 
diaconus  et  presbyter  vel 
aleator  efle,  vei  alearorum 
particeps , aut  talibus  afli- 
ciens  vamtatibus,  vel  prae- 
ditflis  interefle  fpedlaculis; 
aut  etia  forte  aliquis  Deo 
amabiiium  Epifcoporum 
(quod  quide  neque  even- 
turum  efle  confidimus,  ) 
prorfus  tales  cujufda  par- 
ticipes  efle  fpeblaculi,  aut 
cum  aleatoribus  una  fede- 
fhame,  and  the  re>  et  difponere,  aut  pacif- 
ill  example  of  cj  auc  fponfiones  facere,de 

on  Lords  day  C*tero  aufus  ™«lt  *eum  a 
nigh-s too.  facra  feperari  liturgia  j u- 

51  And  was  not  bemus,  ac  impom  ipfi  ca- 
this  Emperour  nonica  paenam,  et  definiri 
tempusinfra(qUodconve- 
making  fucha  niat  metrapolitanu  fuu  je- 
fevere  Law  as  junijs  et  fupplicationibus 
this  again  ft  utentem  magnum'propiri- 
thefe  icand.i-  arj  £>cilm  fuper  tali  tranf- 

Clergymen.  grciuoneict  u per  dehmtu 

tempus  | 


* Yet  fome  per- 
chance there 
are  who  have 
Stage- pi  ayes 
acted  before 
them  now  and 
then  to  their 


ted , but  fa  Abstain* 
Hereafter  From  All 
Participation  With 
Them.  And  if  any  one  pjall 
henceforth  bee  depr  eh  ended 
doing  any  fuch  thing , and  if 
any  D eacon  or  Presbyter  [hal 
bee  conviEled  to  bee  either  a 
dicer , or  a partner  with  di - 
cers  , or  one  that  fitteth  by 
Juch  vanities,  or  to  be  pre - 
fent  at  the  forefaid  Enter - 
ludes:  or  if  perchance  any  one 
of  theBipjops  beloved  of  God 
( which  * truly  we  trufi  will 
never  happen,)  pjall  hence- 
forth prefume  to  be  a parta- 
ker of  any  Jpettacle  or  play , 
or  to  fit  together  with  di- 
cers, and  to  dir  eft , or  bar- 
gaine,  or  bett,  wee  command 
him  to  be  fee]  ueflred from  the 
facred  liturgie,and  canoni - 
callpumfhment  to  be  inflifted 
on  him  , and  a convenient 
time  to  bee  appointed  within 
which  hee  may  refort  to  his 
Cddetropolitnn  with  fafting 
and  /applications , to  appeafe 
the  great  God  for  this  his  of* 
fence  : and  if  during  the  ap- 
pointed 
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tempus  maneat  lachrymis  pointed  time  he  flail  continue 


et  pcemtentia  et  jejumo  et 
ad  Dominum  Deum  ora- 
tione,  remiflioncm  delidi 
exorans,  confeftimei  cui 


imploring  the  remiffion  of 
hi s fault  with*  teares  , re»  ^The  foiemn 
pentance , and  fa  fling  , and 


ndfe  anti  ic- 

...  - payer  to  huG'd;  this  bob, r Xi“repltanL 

lubjecrum  dt  hoc  dlligen- 1 jpeedily  made  knowne  to  who  before  His  rend* 
ter  CognitOj  etio\\\Q\tb\beisfubjetty  and  diligently  million  into 
requi(ito3  commune  qui-  examined  by  him  , hee  Jhall  the  Mi  nit  ric, 
dem  pro  ipfo  orationem  provide  a common  player  to  ** 

fieri  curabir,  et  cum  omni  | be  made  for  him, and  with  all  that  Minifters 
diligentia  injunget  ipft  Ut  diligence  / "ball  enjoyne  him  , or  Bifiiopsof- 
poftea  a tali  facerdotij  de-  ; that  he  (hall  afterwards  ab - fence,who  ei- 
decoratione  abftineatjet  (i  flaine  from  fuch  a difrrace  d^rplayes  or 

putaverit  ipfum  fuflicien-  - J * " bms  atd,ce’f“ 

ter  ad  pcenitentiam  venif- 
fe}tutn  iacerdorali  eumre- 
ftituere  dignetur  clemen- 
tix.  Si  vero  et  polt  ex- 
communicatione  inventus 
fuerit,  neq;  vera  pceniten- 
tia  ufus,  et  alias  etiam  af- 
pern3tus  cam  rem  et  ma- 
nifefte  ab  adveriario  (dia* 
bolo ) mente  inefcatus,  ip- 
fum  quidem  iacerdos  lub 
quodegit,  facris  eximac 
catalogis , omnino  eum 
deponens  : ille  autem  non 
amplius  ullo  modolicen- 
tiam  habeat  ad  facer  dota- 
lem  venire  gradum  &c. 


JtbennniM-Mf'W  ^21 

thmke  that  hee  hath  fuffici - Cers,  or  reforts 
ently  repented , let  him  to  Stageplayes* 
votichfafe  to  reft  ore  him  to 
his  minifteriall function  fBut 
if  even  after  his  excommu- 
nication he  fball  be  found  not 
to  have  truly  repented , and 
contemptuoufly  to  returne  to 
the  fame  thing  againe  being 
manifestly  /educed  in  his 
mind  by  the  "Dwell ; let  the 
Bijhop  or  C JWinifter  under 
whom  he  lives  flrike  him  out 
of the  facred  catalogues , and 
altogether  depofe  him  • let 

him  by  no  means  obtaine  any 
future  licence  to  come  into 
the  (JMinifteriatl  order . 

Which  Conftitution  fhewes  how  execrable  a thing  *Tuftinian  Co* 
it  is  /or  Clergy  men  efpecially3to  refort  to  Stageplayes.  dicris  h5.T1r.17 
To  this  worthy  Conftitution  or  Law  of  his  3 Ifhall 
annexe  two  others. worthy  our  obfervation.  a#  Lypfius  *De 

{ft)  Vir  nullo  modo  ux-  1 tA man  may  by  no  meanes  Amphitheatro^ 
orem  ^ T pp  p 3 put 
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b Iuftiniani 
Novella  it.Sc 
ii 7.Nu  engc- 
rus,  De  Thea- 
tre l»r.c.vo.  p, 
2p7.hercp.^i 


t Sec  here  p. 
39'* 

d Hulengerus 
tie  Thcairo  J.i. 
c.s.  p.  197.  6c 
here  p.  ;8<>, 
190,^1. 


e Agrippa  Dc 
Vanitate  Sc  en, 
tiarum  cap.63, 
64.6c  herepag. 
4^^0444, 

4?  MS  ^accor- 
dingly. 
f See  Aft,  6. 
Scene?,  4,5. 
accordingly. 

2. 

^Itiftinia  .Co. 
dici  J'b.:.  T r. 
6.  eE  pi’  co  pis 
Cr  C ^riris  Eev. 
1 7-  -1  .Parifiis 
I j37.fol.1tf. 


orem  cxpellat , nifi  adul- 
teram  &c.nili  circenlibus 
vel  theatralibus  ludis,  vel 
arenarum  ipeftacuhs , in 
ip/is  locis  in  quibus  hsec 
adfolent  celebrari,  fe  pro- 
hibente  gaudentem. 

(b)  Vir  dimittereuxo- 
rern  poteft,  Ci  prstcr  vo- 
Iuntatem  fuam  circenfes 
ec  theatricas  voluptates 
capcct , ubi  fcenici  ludi 
iunt?aut  ubi  fers  cum  ho- 
minibus  pugnant. 


put  away  bis  wife,  unlejfe  fhe 
be  an  adult  erejfe,&c.  or  unles 
{be  refort  to  ftrque-playes,  or 
Stzige-plaies,or  Sword-plates, 
in  thofe  very  places  where 
they  are  wont  to  be  celebra- 
tedyContr ary  to  his  command, 
osl  tnan  may  put  away  hie 
wife , if  without  his  leave  {bee 
runneto  firque-playcs , and 
theatrical  interludes, to  play  • 
houfes , ( or  places  where  are 
S tage-plaies ,)  or  where  beafls 
fight  with  men. 


Which  lawes  of  his,authorizing  men  to  put  away  their 
wives  , (as  ( c)  Sempronius  Soph  us  did.)  if  they  refort  t§ 
P 'ayes, to  rPlaj-houfes,or  other  fpettacles  without  their  li- 
cence, (d)(  becaufe  it  is  an  apparant  evidence  of  their  lewd- 
nejfe , and  a meanes  'to  make  them  common  proftituted 
whores,  few  elfe  reporting  unto  Playes  but  fuch ; ) is  an  im- 
pregnable evidence  of  the  lewdnefle3  the  unlaw  fulnefle, 
the  infamy  of  a&ing  and  frequenting  Stage-playes,  and 
of  the  intollerable  mifchievous  qualities  of  Plaies  them- 
felves  which  thus  ftrangely  vitiate  their  Spectators : 
and  withall  Should  caufe  all  husbands,all  parents, to  keep 
their  wives  and  daughters  from  Playes  and  Theaters* 
(th  t(e)Very  marts, the  inTtruttions  ofbaudery  and  adulte- 
ry ),if they  would  preferve  them  chaft;to  which  Adulte- 
rers, Woers  and  others  oft  entice  them,  that  fo  they 
may  more  eafily  overcome  their  chaftity  * and  make 
them  pliable  to  their  lufts , (f)  which  they  are  alwayes 
fare  to  accomplifh,if  they  can  once  but  draw  them  to  refort 
to  Playes ; as  ancient,  that  I fay  not  moderne  experience, 
can  too  well  witnefle. 

The  fecond,are  the  imperial  (fonFHtutions  efHonorius 
and  Theodofius , which  runne  thus. 

(q)  Piacuit  noftrs  cle-  | It  pleafeth  our  grace  that 

mentis  | , Qcrl1 
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mentis  uc  nihil  conjunfti 
Clerici  cum  publicis  afti- 
onibus  vel  ad  Curiam  per- 
tincncibus  habeant.  Prx- 
terea  i j*s  qui  Parabolani 
vocantur,  nequeadquod- 
libet  publicum  fpc&aculu, 
neque  ad  Curia:  locum, ne- 
que  ad  judicium  acceden- 
di  liceuciam  permittimus 


Clergy  men  intermeddle  not 
with  publicise  aSlions  or 
things  belonging  to  the 
Court . Befides,  wee  permit 
not  thofewho  are  called*  Pa- 
rabolani,  to  have  leave  to 
come  to  any  pubhke  SpeSla- 
cle  or  Stageplay,  nor  yet  to 
the  Court  >or  place  of  judge- 
ment. Wee  prohibit  the  mo(t 


&c.  Interdicimus  fonftif-  \facredBiJbops,  and  Presby- 


fimis  Epifcopis  et  pref- 
byteris,diaconis  et  fubdi- 
aconis,  et  le&oribus  , et 
omnibus  alijs  cujuflibet 
ordinis  venerabilis  colle- 
gij*  aut  fchematis  confti- 
tutis,  ad  tabulasludere  aut 
alijs  ludentibus  participes 
efle,  aut  infpe&ores  fieri, 
aur  ad  quodlibet  fpefhcu- 
lu  ipeftandi  gratia  venire. 
Si  quis  auteex  his  in  hoc 
dehquerit,  jubemus  hunc 
tribu^  amis  a venerabili 
minifterio  prohiberi,et  in 
monafteriti  redigi : fed  i-i 
medio  tempore  ft  fe  paeni- 
tenteoftenderit,  liccat  ia- 
cerdoci  fub  quo  conftitu- 
tus  eft  tempus  minuere,et 
hunc  priori  rurfus  mini- 


terSy  Deacons  and  Subdea - 
cons , and  all  others  of  the 
venerable  colledge  >or  livery  y 
to  play  at  tables  , or  to  bee 
partners  with  others  that 
play,  or  [pe Stators  of  them , 
or  to  come  to  any  fpeStacle  or 
fiageplay  of  purpofe  to  be- 
hold it,  If  any  of  the fe  [hall 
offend  in  this , we  command 
him  to  be  fuff  ended  the  ve- 
nerable mintfirie  for  three 
yeares , andto  be  thrufl  into 
a ^M.maftery  : But  if  in  the 
middle  of  this  time  hee  (hall 
(hew  himself e penitent  .it  (hal 
be  l aw  full  fo*-  the  L Mimfier 
under  whom  hee  is  placed  to 
[horten  the  timey&  to  reflore 
him  to  his  former  mini  fie- 
ry* 


fterio  reddere. 

To  which  I may  adde  thefe  enfuing  Imperial!  Con- 
stitutions ofGratianusy  Valent inianus, and  fheodofius. 

( r)Nullus  folis  die  po-  t Let  no  man  exhibit  any 
pulo  fpe&aculum  praebe-  j Stage-play  or  SpeStacle  to 


^ That  is,  fiich 
Minillcrs  as 
were  appointed 
to  cure  the  bo* 
dies  of  thofe 
who  were 
weake  and 
ficke.  SecTu. 
ftinian.CodJ* 
i.TitALcx. 
i &. according* 

iy* 


the 


rCodicis  The* 
odofianilib*rf 

TiWf.  OcSpe- 

£laciilis,Lex  z3 
Parifiis  I5^8a 
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/Ibidem  Lex.  f 
p.4g2.  See  Va- 
Jentinianus, 
Thcodofius,  5c 
ArcadiusJufti. 
nian.  Cxhcis 
lib.?.  Tir.i  2. 
De  Peril;  Lex, 
7,accordingly. 


^ Therefore 
Lords  day 
nights  are  no 
fit  times  for 
Mafques  ©r 
Stageffplayes. 


Kings  then 
are  moll  ho- 
noured, when 
as  God  is  bell 
ferved  by  their 
fhb>e<?H  and 
Courtiers, 


Hijlrio-Majltx . 


at,  nec  divinam  venerati- 
oncm  confetta  iolennitate 
confundat. 

( f)  Dominico  quse  eft 
feptimanae  totius  primus 
dies  et  natale , atque  E- 
piphaniorum  Chrifti,  Pal- 
chx  eriam  atque  quinqua- 
gefimas  diebus  omni  The- 
atrorum  atque  Circenlium 
voluptate  per  univerfas 
urbes  earundem  populis 
dencgata,tota:  Chriftiano- 
rum  ac  fidelium  mentes 
Dei  cultibus  occupantur. 
Siquietiam  nuncvel  Iu- 
cfei  impietatis  amentia, 
vel  ftolidae  paganitatis  er- 
rore  atque  inlama  detinen- 
tur,  aliud  elTe  lupplicatio- 
num  noverint  tempus,  a- 
litid  voluptatis.  Acnequis 
exiltimet  in  honorem  nu- 
mims  nottri  veluti  imjo 
ri  quadam  imperialis  ofli- 
cij  necellitate  compelli,  et 
nilidivina  religione  con- 
tempta  ipedaculis  opera 
daret,  fubeundum  forlitan 
libi  noftra?  ferennitatis  of- 
fenfam,  fi  minus  eirca  nos 
devotionis  oftenderit  qua 
foie  bat , nemo  ambigat  , 

* quod  tunc  maxi  me  man- 
fuetudim  noftras  ab  huma- 
no  genere  defertur,  cum 
virtutibus  Dei  omnipo- 
tentis  i 


the  people  on  the  Sunday , nor 
confound  Gods  worfosp  with 
any  affed  Enter lude. 

On  the  Lords  day  which 
is  the  firfi  day  and  birth- 
day of  the  whole  week^and  on 
the  feaft-dayes  of  the  Epi- 
phany of  Ch  rift, of  Eafler  al- 
fo  and  of  IVbitfontide , all  the 
pleafure  of  St  age-play  es  and 
Cirque-play  es , being  denied 
the  people  throughout  all 
their  (fitties  , the  whole 
minds  ofChriftians&  belee- 
Vers  foal  be  biffed  in  the  wor - 
foip  of  God.  <iAnd  if  any  now 
are  deceived  either  with  the 
folly  of  lewifo  impiety  , or 
with  the  errour  and  frenzie 
offoolifo  paganifme-Jet  them 
know,  * that  there  is  one  time 
of /applications,  another  of 
pleafures . And  left  any  one 
Should  thinke  himfelfe  as  it 
were  compelled  out  of  honour 
to  our  Afajefty  with  a cer- 
tain e greater  necefptie  ofim- 
periall  duty  , and  that  per- 
chance he  fall  under goe  the 
dijp  lea  fare  of  our  grace,  utu 
leffe  contemning  divine  reli- 
gion, he  foall  additt  himfelfe 
to  Stage-play es  , or  if  hee 
ftjall  foew  leffe  devotion  to- 
wards us  in  this  kfnde  than 
hee  was  wont : let  no  man 
doubt , that  then  mo  ft  of  all 
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pocentisac  mentis 
univerfis  obfequi- 
um  orbis  impen- 
ditun 


is  attributed  to  our  cletnettcie  by 
mankind,  when  as  the  obedience  And 
fervice  of  the  world  is  bellowed  on 
the  venues  and  univerfill  merits  of 
the  omnipotent  God. 

Thelaftis  thatof  Indian  the  osfpeftam,  who  in  his 
Letter  to  osfrficius,t  he  <±Arch  -‘Pagan  Triefl  of  Galatia, 
writesthusby  way  of  injunction,  ofpurpofeto  draw 
the  Pagans  to  the  difciplinc  of  the  Chriilians 
(t ) Dcinde  iacerdotem  j 


quemq;  cohortare,  ne  in 
theatro  confpiciatur;  ne  a- 
pud  caupones  potet;  neve 
arti  cuiquam  aut  operae 
pudenda:  aut  ignominiofx 
prsefit.  Et  morem  quidem 
gerentes  perfequere , re- 
belles  vero  a te  repelle. 


C ‘Moreover  exhort  every 
Triefi  that  hee  be  not  feene 
in  the  theatre \that  hedrinkg 
not  at  ale-houfes  ; and  that 
hee  praflife  or  purvey  no  ig- 
nominious >no  [hameful  art  or 
worke.  And  honour  thofe  who 
are  obedient , but  repell  the 
rebellious  from  thee . 

So  much  {hew  of  ingenuity  was  there  even  in  this 
grand  Apoftate,  as  to  doome  Stage-playes  unfit  Specta- 
cles, Playhoufes  3c  Alehoufes  undecent  places  for  Pagan 
Priefts,  how  much  more  then  for  Chriftian  Minilters. 

To  all  which  Councels  and  Conftitutions  of  this  na- 
ture, I fhall  adde  Gratian:Diftinflio  3 3,48.^  Caufi  21 . 
Qua  ft.  3,4.  Iuonis  T>  ecretn  pars  5 . cap:  373.0^  pars  1 f . 
c:  76.78,79.  rPanormitnn:Tit:  Vita  et  Hone  fate  Cle- 

ric or  um,  & De  Clerics  Officio.  ^Allvarus  Yelagins  Dc 
Plan  flu  Ecclefd,  lib  :r.  Artie:  28  fol:  133.  If  odor  Hifpa- 
lenpis  De  Offices  Fcclefiafticis  !:i.c:l.  HRabanus  Cftfau- 
rus  Tie  Sacris  Ordinibus lib:\.Operum  Tom:6.p:6i.  AfB 
Alexander  Fabricius  Deftruflorittm  fitiorum  l : pars  4. 
c:  23.  Ioannis  T><?  Wankel  Glojfa  in  Breviarium  Sexti  lib: 
3.  Tit:  I.  DeVitaet  Honefiate (flericorum.  (v)  Inno- 
cents us  3.  Decretstlium  Conflit:  lih .*3.  77*: I.  Tde  Vita  et 
Honefiate  Clericorum.  Fpifcopus  Chemnenps 3 Onus  Ec - 
■clefia  >cap:i%.  fefl:\  ,&c.Ioannis  de  Athonfithoboni  Con - 
flit utiones,  fol:  78,79,80.  &Conftitutiones  (fondly  Ox - 

onienfs 


t Zozomcni 
Ecclef.  Hift.  Is 
f.c.17.  Nicc- 
phorusCalliftus 
£cd.  Hi  ftJ.se* 
c.zz.  Eutropius 
Rerum  Rom. 
Hiftor-l.  i i.p. 

1 $o.  Centur. 

Magdeburg. 

Cent.^.Co!. 

45  8.Baronius 
& Spondanus 
Annal.Eccleft 
Anno  36  2 «(e&» 
60. 


y Opcrum 

Tom.2.pag, 

717. 
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onienfts , fol:  ill > I 23,114.  Ltndwood  Trovincialtum 
(fonftitutionumj : ^.Tit  :D  e Vita  et  Honeftate  Clericorum 
fol:^yfi^.Summa  Rofella,Tit;  Clericus,feEl:i.(Sr  Chorea 
Summa  Angelica,  Tit:  (fhorea:  & Glericus,  feting  \ 1 . 
Claudius  SJpencaus  Digrejftonumin  £pift:adTimothxum 
ltb:l.cap:\^3\  5.  loanrns  De  Bur  go  Pupilla  Oculi,pars  7. 
c:  10.  Buchardus  T>ecretorum  l:\<\.c:7.rDtonyftus  Riche - 
lius  'Dc  Vita  Canon:  et  £cclefiaft:  Artie:  9.  Cltchthouius , 
JDc  Vita  et  t- Moribus  Sacerdotum,cap:  17.  BocheUus  Dp 
cretorum  Ecclefta  Gallicana  lib:6\Tit:\%,  & 19.  Ioannis 


See  Ambrofe,  W ith  fundry  other  Canonifts  and  Cafuifts  in  their  Trea- 
Remigius,  tifes,  DeEccleftafticisOjfcijs,  & De  Vita  & Honeftate 

ThcodoretmC*  Oer*CGrum:who  all  unanimoufly  conclude?(as  the  fore- 
T he  o phyla  ft,  quobed  Councels  and  ConiKtutions  doe;)  That  it  is  ut- 
AnfelmcjBeda,  * erly  unlawfull  for  any  Clergy  men  whatfoever  3 ( who 
HRabanus  fhould  be  ( x ) patterncs  of  piety,  temperance  and  humility 

Maurus,  Pri-  xo  others ;)  not  onely  to  hunt , to  hauke , to  drtnke  or  pledge 
raafius.Haymo  any  ^y^hes  . t0  m^e  any  riotous  feafts  , to  weare  any 

Calvin^Mar^  (j)  velvets,  filkes yor  coftfy  apparell , to  intermeddle  with 
lorat,Aretius,  fecular  affaires  &c.  to  dance , to  play  at  dice  or  tables,  or 
with  others  I*  at  any  unlawfull  games , or  to  looke  upon  any  others  who  are 
bideirv,  accor-  dancing  or  playing:  but  Itkewifeto  be  atlors,  hearers,  or 
cilium’M^dio*  !Pe^atori  °fan)  interludes.  Stage-play es,  or  other  fuch 
lancnfe,apud  Spectacles  what  fo  ever  either  in  pub  like  or  private ; for  the 
BiniunijTom.  premifed  reafons.  All  which  concurring  Authorities, 
4.p.  891,891.  (Tecondedby  the  Canons  and  Conflitations  of  our  o wne 
*vev  ^ of Mr  f Church  of  England  ; W itneffe,  Reformatio  Legum  Ec - 
Icns°  his  coze  ^eftaftscarum3  ex  Author  it  ate  Regis  Henrici  8 .et  Edo* 
ning  Devoti'  vardi  6*  Londini  1 5 7 1 .Tit.  Dc  Eccleftaftica,  et  mini  fr  is 
ens,p.7z.6c  the  ejtts ,cap .4 /. 4? .Where  we  thus  tezde.Presbyteri  non  fint 


fore  my  Anti-  wtriat&c.  Together  With  (gfueene  hUzjibeths,  Injun- 
Aiminianilme*  Elions,  InjunEt:j.  Canons  Anno  i$J lftol:q.$,  Can- 


nons 
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nons  1603.  Can: 73,74.  Which  thus  decree  :* That  Mi- 

nifiers  [hall  not  give  themfelves  to  drinking  or  rtoty  [pen-  * I would  all 

ding  their  time  idly  by  day  or  by  night 3 playing  at  cards , or  *nf°!^ortsl.a^’ 

tables , or  any  other  unlawful l game;  but  at  all  times  con - 

venient  they  [hall  heare  or  r eade fomewhat  out  of  the  holy  *rCmcmbcr  itc 

Scriptures }or [hall  occupie  themfelves  with  fome  other  ho - 

nett  ftudie  or  exercife  >alwayes  doing  the  things  which  fall 

appertaine  to  honettie , and  endeavouring  to  profit  the 

Church  ofGodyhaviffg  alwayes  in  minde , that  they  ought 

to  cxcell  all  others  in  purity  of  life,  and  [hould  be  examples 

to  the  people  to  live  well  and  chriftianly  $ under  paine  of  ec « 

clepafiicall  cenfures  to  be  in  flitted  on  them  with  feverity , 

according  to  the  qualities  of  their  offences:  J {hould  now  at 

laft  periunde  all  Chriftians,  (efpecially  all  Clergy  men* 

for  whom  there  is  no  evafionjfor  ever  to  renounce5not 

onely  the  adting,tbe  compofing,  but  likewise  the  very 

fight  and  hearing  of all  publike  and  private  Stagephyes, 

which  fo  many  Councels, Canonical  and  Imperiall  Con- 

fHtutions,havc  thus unanimoufly centered,  even  from 

age  to  age.  Wherefore  I (hall  here  clofe  up  this  Scene 

(and  I hope  the  mouthes  of  all  Play-patrons  whatfoe- 

ver)  with  this  48.  Play-confounding  Aigument,  unca- 

pable  (I  fuppofe)  of  any  anfwer. 

That  which  5 5 feverall  0 ecumenic  all,  7{ationall,Pro-  Argum.48, 
vinciall  Synodes  and  Councels  in  feverall  [uccef- 
fve  ages  of  the  Church:  together  with  fundry 
poflolicall,  Canonicall,  and  Imperiall  (fonttituti- 
onsy  have  feverely  inhibited,  feppreffed,  anathema . 
tizedyCondemned  under  paine  of  excommunication, 
and  the  like ; mufi  undoubtedly  be  execrable , un - 
feemely , unlawful l unto  ffhrittians , unfit ffer  able 
in  any  ChrifHan  Church  or  State • 

'Tut  55  feverall  0 ecumenically  Tfationall , and  Pro- 
vinciall Synodes  and  Councels , in  feverall  fuccef 
five  ages  of  the  Church  ^together  with  fundry  o^po* 
fiolicall,  Canonicall  and  Imperiall  Confiitutions , 

J2j  qq*  have 
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4-. 

The  ancient 
Fathers  of  the 
Church  a- 
ga inft  Stage- 
playes. 


have  fever  ely  inhibited , fuppreffed , anathematized, 
condemned  Stageplayes , together  with  their  A ft  or  s 
and  Spectators , under  pame  of  excommunication, 
and  the  like  : as  all  the  premifes  witnejfe. 

Therefore  they  mu  ft  undoubtedly  be  execrable  unfeemc- 
ly  .unlaw full  unto  Chrifli  an  s,  unfuff er  able  in  any 
Chriftian  Church  and  State . 

The  premifes  no  Chriftian  can  or  dares  controll  , a- 
gainft  fo  many  apparant  evidences  : the  Conclufion 
therefore  muft  ftand  inviolable,  maugre  all  that  Players 
or  Play-haunters  can  obje<ft  againi:  it. 


4 See  Aft. 
Scene 

i 2«Aft.4.Scenc 
i , a.  Aft.  5. 
Scene  l.to  ia. 

’.Philo  Iudxus 
Hee  flonriftied 
Anno  Chrifti 
to. 


f /SMthF'd 

AcTVS  7.  SCENA  QvaRTA. 

THe  fourth  Squadron  of  Authorities,  is  the  venera- 
ble troope.of  70  (overall  renowned  ancient  Fa- 
thers and  Writers  of  the  Church,  from  our  Saviours 
time  till  the  yeare  1200,  who  have  protefledly  encoun- 
tred,cenfured,condemncd  Stage-play  es,  in  their  incom- 
parably excellent  writings, a Catalogue  of  whofe  names 
andworkes  I fhall  here  prefenc  you  withall,  together 
with  a note  of  thofe  impreflions  which  I follow ; omit- 
ting the  recitail  of  their  words  at  large-,  partly  to  avoid 
prolixity ; partly,  becaufe  I have  already  recorded  their 
moft  eminent  paffages  againft  Stage-playes  and  Players 
in  leverall  (a)  precedent  ^ACts  and  Scenes , on  which 
you  maycaft  your  eyes.  To  begin  with  thefe  ancient 
Fai  hers  and  Authours  according  to  their  feverall  Anti* 
quities,  which  I would  with  the  learned  to  perufe,  for 
their  owne  better  fatiffa&ion  in  this  point.  The  x.  of 
them,  is  Philo  ludaus,  an  eminent  learned  lew,  ifnota 
Christian,  whom  St.Hierom  highly  applaudes, inferring 
him  into  his  Catalogue  of  Ecclefiafticall  Writers.  T>e 

tAgrf't 
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Agriculture  lib : in  his  workes  Bafilise  1558.  p.27^ 

'ij'lfDe  Vita  CMofis  lib: 3.  pipy  2 . De  For  tit  udine  hb:p: 
loot,  1002,  1005,  1006.  De  Specialibus  Legibus,  p . 
lO'$9ilo6o.DeU\'Ionarchialib:  p:\099.  DeVito  Con- 
templative,p:  1 20s  to  121  6./»  Flaccum  l:p:  \ 305,1  $06. 

De  Legation e ad  Caium,p:  1342 . to  1 354,^7*  I 399.  De 
Decaloao3p:iQ2j . & De  Iudice,p:o6j.  The  2,is, Clemens  i-Clemem  Ro- 
Romania,  ConJUtuttonum  pojtohc arum  lib:  2.  cap: 64,  ^^n*^j  70 
65 ,66.  & lib .0:3%.  ApudLaur;  Surium Conciliorum 
Tom:i. Colonise  Agrip.  1567. p-tfS^p.^  120.  The3-  TToftpb«> 
is  that  famous  Iewifli  Hiftorian  Flavius  lofephus, whom  Ann0  9°* 

St.  Hierom  inferts  into  his  Catalogue  of  Ecclefiafticall 
Writer s.Anticjuimtum  ludaorum  lib:  1 5 ,c : 1 1 . 1. 1 6.c:  9. 

& l:\9,c.j.m  his  workes  in  Latine,Francofarti  1617.  p. 

415,  416,434.  The  4. is  Aihenagor/u , that  eminent  ^.Athenagoras 
Chriftian  Philofopher,  Fro  Chrifiianis  Legatio , Bibl . nnol$°* 
Tatrum.  Colonise  Agrip.i6iS.Tom.2.p.i39.A,B,C?D. 

The  5.  is  Theophilus  Antiochenus  , Patriarke  of  the  fa-  f-Thcophilu* 
mous  Citty  of  Antioch,  Ad  Autolicum,lib:  3 .BibhTatr:  Antiochenus, 
Tom: l.p: 1 70 *GyH.  The  6.\%Tatianus  Afyrius,  Contra  ^/Tatianus,  ' 
gracos  Oratio:  Bibl:Patr:Tom:2'p:i%0,l$i*  The7*  is  Annoibo,  * 
Irenaus  Bijbop  of  Lyons,  (fontra  Harefes  lib:  1.  cap:  l,&  7.  Irenxus 
lib: 2.  c^:i9.inhis  workes; Bafilise  1571. p.23?&  155.  Lug<hAnno 
The  S.is  Clemens  sAlexandrinus,  Oratio  Adhortntoria  g Qemcns  ^ 
ad  Grecos,  in  his  Latine  workes;  Bafiiiae  1 556.  foh8.p.  ic*Xandrinusa 

Padagogi,l:2.  c\5,6,yy10.  lib. 3.  C.2,3,11.  fol.52,53  & Annoioo. 
Stromatum  hb.-J.fol:  153.  The  9.  isTertullian  , who  9*  Tertullian, 
hath  profefTedly  written  an  whole  Booke  againft  Anno  200. 
Stage-play  es,  viz,:De  Spe  ft  acuta  lib:  in  his  Workes^Pa- 
rifi js  1566.  Tom:  2.p:  382,  10404.  Adverfus  gentes  * SeeEdit.Tunii 
Apologia,  cap:*6y3$y& 42.  ibid: p:  589,  591,  626,627,  Fr,anccl]*1  *97a 
682  ,.704,706.  Ad  Martyr  es  Leap:  i%lbid:p:\y.  De  Ido - thus^* 

lolatria  lib:c:$,  & 18.  a booke  worke  the  reading.  De  dYftinguilhed, 
Pudicitia,  lib:c:j « & De  Corona  CMilitis  lib:  C:f*  to  13* 

Tom:  i.p: y 50.  to  760.  The  io.is  Hyppolitus,  an  eminent  i^Hyppoly*05 

Martyr,  De  Con fummatione  CMundi  et  Antichrifti  Ora - l 

uo.  Bibl.Patrum  Tom. 3.  p.  16,17.  The  is*  is  Origen , Aobo  23  c/ 

$4111  Super 
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1 2.  Minutius 
Felix,  Anno 

2 gO. 

I g.  Cyprian, 
Anno  150. 


i4.ZenoVerO' 

nenfisjAnno 

260. 

1 S.Arnobius, 
Anno  290. 

16  La&antius, 
Anno  go o. 


17.  Eufebius 
Cjefarienfis, 
Anno  ggo. 


1 8.  Julius  Fir- 
micus.  Anno 
35o. 

19.  Hilaiius 
Pi&avienfis  , 
Anno  360. 

20.  Macarius 
IgvpfiuSjAnno 
370. 

2 r.  Cyrillus 
Hicrofolomy- 
tanus.  An*  $70. 
22.  Aftcrius, 
Anno  3 70. 
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Super  Leviticum,Horml:  u«  in  his  workes,  Panfi/s  in 
adibns  Afcentianis,Anno  1 5i9.Tom.i.fol.83.B,C.  In 
Efaiam,Hom;%,Tom.iEo\.io2>.\i.  In  Hieremiarn3Hom: 
2.  Ibid.fol.lH.I.  In  Epift:ad Romanos ,/;8.  Tom^.foU 
203. & Contra,  CelfumJ: 5.  Tomj\fol%6y.C.  The  12. is 
Minutius  Felix  & famous  Chriftian  Lawyer,in  his  O fla- 
vins, Oxonta  i627./>.34J7o5ioo,ioi,i23,i24.The  1$. 
is  St.  Cyprian,  Bifhop  of  Carthage,  Epiftolaruml.  1.  E - 
pi  ft. 10. Eucratio:  dr  Itb.i.Eptft.i. Donato.  Edit.  Erafmi, 
Antwerpi«Ji54i.Tom.i.p.56}57>72,73.  De  Habitu 
Virginum  p. 242.  & Dt  Spetlaculis  lib.  profefledly  writ- 
ten againft  Stage  play  es.  Edit . Tamelij  ColonU  tAgrip, 
1617.  Tomj.p^g,  244,  245.  The  14JS  Zeno  Vero- 
nenfts  Epifcopus,  De  Iejunio  Sermo.  Bibl.Patr.Tom.^  .p. 
X27 .C.  & De  Spiritu  et  Corpore  Sermo,  Ibid.p.i  2 8.£>. 
The  15.  is  Arnobsus  Dijputat.  adverjus  Gentes,ltb.i. 
Antwerpise  1582.  p^. 1.3.  p.114. I.4.  p.149, 150,151. 
I.5.  p.182.  & I.7.  p.230,  to  242.  Theitf.  i sLattantius 
F irmilianus , lib. 6.  *De  Vero  fultu  cap.  20,21.  in  his 
W orkes  Lugduni  1615.  /?.  5 o 2 5 09 . Divinarum  In - 

ftitutionum,  Epitome,cap.6,p.y^y ,73  8.  See  Iuftitia, 
l,$.c.  2 1. p.422,4 23.  r.io.^.388.  Religi • 

0#*,  /.  1 .r.  2o.p*7  5.  The  1 7.  is  Eufebius , 
farea,De  Praparatione  Evangelica,l.7.c.l.p.^^j.^.c.i  1, 
Operu  Parifi/s  i$%i.Tom.i.p.^s^6.DeDemonftrationc 
Evangelica  lib^.p.f^z.Hift.Ecclefiaft.l.i.c.g.l.y.  c.  24. 
Tow. 2^.153,154.  &l.Z.c.i6.p.  169.  & ApudDamaf- 
cenum  parallel  or  um,  l.^.c.^y  ,/>.2o8.  The  1 8.  is  Julius 
Firmicus  Chlaternus  , err  ore  Prof anar  urn  Religio* 

num hb. cap. it, IB ibl.Patr.T om.^.p.i  1 1,112.  The  1 9. is 
Hilary  fBiftop  of  Potters,  Enarratio  in  Pfalm.  19.  m his 
Workes,  Colonise  Agrip- 1617.^.202.  G*&in  P/2/.  1 18. 
Itb.  Ibid.  p.25§,E,F.  The  20.is  C Macarius  AEgyptius , 
Homilia  27*  in  his  Workes 3Parifi/s  15  59./*. 2 12.  drHo- 
mil.^o.p.  264.  The  21.  is  Cjrihus  Hierofolymitanus , 
Arch-E i/hop  of  Hierufalem,  Catechefts  Cfrlyftagogica  I. 
Parifijs  1564. /0/.175, 176.  The  22. is  Aftcrius , 
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of  Amafia,  O ratio  in  Fefinm  Kalendarttm,  Bibl.  T'fitv. 
tom.4p.705, 706.  The  23.  is  St.  Ambrofe , rBi[kopof  ^“c 
Millaine , D*  Officios  l.  i.c.%^  &l.i.c.zi.  Operum  Co- 
loniae  Agrip*  %6i6.Tom.4.p.$.  A,B .i%.F. T>e  Poenite/t- 
tia,  l.  2.  c.6 . Ibid.  p.  1 93 . F.  *7)*  et  lejunio,  cap.  1 8* 

Tom.i.p  c .zi.p.i^y.C  fD  %£nar  ratio  in  Pfal. 

ll'&.Otlon.j.Tom.i.p.^ioy^ii.  Ann  ot  at  tone  sin  Dent. 

2l.Irenao, Tom. 1. p.ziz^ln.  Sermo  11.  Tom.^.p.%.  & i4.St  Bafil, 
Sermo  64.^44.  A>F.Cj.  The  24.  is  St.  Bajil the  Great  ^ Aun?  V°* 
Bijhop  of  fa  far  ea  in  Cappadocia,  the  native  Countrey  of  4 Ariani  ^1C* 


George  the  Arrian  IB  ijhop  of  Alexandria*, who  was  borne  *or-ll,m  u}V°tc 


_ . _ fua  ipforum 

in  Cappadocia,  as  is  molt  apparant:  Firft,  by  (a)  Zozo-  dodrina  ftabi* 
menflb  ) Socrates  Scholafiicus,  (c)Cr  ISficephorus  Calli-  lienda  tardum 


ftus,  who  all  exprefly  teftifie  inpofitive  terrnes,  (as  ct n5gl»gcntcm 


their  words  in  the  margent  evidence,}  that  George  the  ^amt  ^n-" 
Arrian  was  a Cappadocian  borne.  Secondly, by  the  tefti*  qUC  cius  locum 
mony  of  Athanaflus , Contra  Arianos  Oratio , where(as  fubftituerunt 

2 Nannius  tranllates  it. ) he  writes  thus,  (e  )Eaq;  de  caufd  (Giorgios  os  jo 
* / v l >i  / v N ^ ' mtn  genes  cn 

l>«ap>Jov  oltto  Tfts  KcLTfffoLdoyuctt  77Vct, ) (jeer gin  Cappa - j^pvtdofys: ) 

docem  quendam  redimer unt : (which  referres  onely  to  Which  loan. 


flis Country;)  Scdnecille  aliquo  in  numero  aut  pracio  ^'raidTrs^ 


habendus  eft.  Dico  enim  eum  iflis  in  loots,  non  ut  Chrifii - Geor«ium  °c~ 
anum  fe,  fed  ut  idololatram  geflijfe  eundemq;  moribus  et  nere  Cappado* 
inflit uto  carnificem  ej fe : which  relates  to  his  lewd  con-  ccm,)qui  ab  il- 
ditions.  Againe  in  his  Epiftle , Ad  folitariam  vitam  Jjs  maximc  x* 
agentes'flfct  hath  this  paffage.  (f)  TSfunc  antem  denuo  tumqu<!dii 

TiWytOI  Till  K cLTt'srctScx.lio  Georeiumquen-  rebus  agendis 

d promptus  ac  dt® 

ligens,  turn  quod  ciufdrm  cum  ipfis  opkiionis  pcrftudiolus  ellet.  Ecclcf.  Hift.l  c.  6. 
t (Georgian  vs  el{  Kjppdd«ki<u  ormafo  Crr.)Which  Chriftophorfonus,  and  Suffradus  Pe- 
trus render,  Georgium  itaque  accerfcruntjqui  ct  ex  Cappadocia  oriundus-  (&  Meri® 
dith  Hanmerin  his  EnglUh  tranilation  out  of  the  Greek  Copy>rcads, Georgius  borne 
in  Cappadocia;  ) etopinionectreligione  quam  illi  tuebanturimbutus  fuit.  Ecclef. 
Hift.l.i.c.»o.  • Interca  Aiiani  Gregorium&c.  Epifcopatu  movent:  ct  Georgium 
quendam  Cappadoccm  gcnerc,(as  loannis  Langus  tranflates  it)  qui  circa  panemvb 


liorem  ct  furfur  ietatem  egerat  fucciduseq*  adcofuilla?  promus  condus  fucrat,  quod 

tdri 


in  rcligionc  tuendo  induftrius  eflet  proco  in  Alexandrino  fedecollocarunt.  Ecclcf, 
Hift.l.9.c.7.  eEdit.Lat. Petri  Nannii.Parifiis  i6o8.p.f7,D,Edir.Grjec.Lat.i  6xi, Tom. 
i>P«H7./Pag.2$8.A,i:,at-Gr,$c  Lat.T©m,i.p.6^C 

dam 
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h Page  1 7o*K 
Lat.  Edit.  Gr. 

Lat.p.7 17.D. 


^Edit.Bafiliae 

*S7*&S*7, 

J18. 

/ Gregorius 
Presbyter  De 
Vita  Gregorii 
Nazhnzeni 
Oratio.Grego- 
rii  Nazianz. 
Monodia  in 
Bafilii  Magni 
Vitam.Ifiodor. 
Peluftotal.  1. 
Epift.  I f.8. 
Mu  after  Caf- 
m°gr-I  5.C.14. 
Purchas  Pil- 
gr.l.j.c.M. 

Vi  ncentius 
Speculum  Hift. 

I.14.C.8  8,  Op* 
Rieeri  Chro- 
nog,  p.288. 


Hiftrio- Mafttx. 

dam  Capfadocem , (an  apparant  defignation  of  his  Couu- 
try,)  ararij  Conftantinopoli  queftorem  et  depeculatorem 
omnium , atque  ex  crimine  prafugum  Alexandria™  ft  edit 
rmlitari  et  author  it  ate  'duels  in  Ppiftopdtum  immittit. 

And  in  his  Epiftle,  Ad  ubique  Orthodoxos , cos  T tcepyw 
T tK  KATtTtctShy^c^y  &c.  Which  Petrus  Tfjnnius 
renders  thus  : (h)  Quibus  declarabat  (jeorgium  Cappa~ 
docemnatione  ficcejforem  mihi  datum , fitellitium ft  ip  ate* 
ribufqi  Comitisin  cathedraminducendum  ; and  that  pro- 
perly enough * So  that  if  A thanafius  ( who  had  caufe  to 
know  the  birth  and  life  of  this  Arrian  George,  who  both 
perfecuted  and  depofed  him)  may  be  ;udge,this  George , 
without  queftion,  tvos  a Cappadocian  borne . Thirdly,  it 
is  evident  by  the  unavoidable  fuffrage  of  Gregory  liaza- 
an^en,  the  (ftountrey-man,  if  not  the  coatanian  of  this 
Arrian  George  : who  in  his  Oratio  31.  in  laudem  Atba - 

nafij , writes  thus.T^s  m KcL7t7tciL<h>yaov  ex,  rav 

~ 1 { r / \ \ > / 

may  ray  y)LUcrn pay  op^pityov/7roygp0S  to  yti*$}7?r>n$0T%- 

ros  r lec  which  not  only  Bilifts  ,b\i\:(k.)Io - 

annes  Lewenclavius  too,  (who  well  underflood  the  fig- 
nification  of  the  word  oppcGO(j$joov)  Latine  thus.  CWon- 
ftrofus  quida  Cappadox  ex  ultimis  terra  noftrafinibus  0- 
riundus,  malus  genere , animo  pejory&c , W hich  words, 
monftrofus  quida  f appadox,ex  ultimis  terra  noftra  ftnibus 
oriundus:  (/)( Cjregory  TfdKaan^en  being  a Cappadocian 
borne-,  ) coupled  with  this  foregoing  paflage : zsftque 
hie  mihi  charifsimum  folum , patrtam  jnquam  ,meam  omrti 
crimine  folut am  velim\  T^onenim  patria , fed  ijsqui  li- 
bera ammi  voluntate  eum  (viz.  George  the  Arrian)  ele- 
gerint  improbitas  afsignanda  eft . Ida  enim  facra,  et  apud 
omnes  pie  tat  is  laude  clara  et  illuftris\  at  hi  Eccleftaparen - 
tetndigna.  Porro  in  vinca  quo que  fpinam  nafei  audiftis, 
&c.  (Wherein  heexcufeth  his  native  Country,  Cappa- 
docia, from  ail  blame;  that  George  the  Arrian  was  borne 
& made  a Bifhop  in  it;(ince  thornes  may  grow  in  vine- 
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yards,  and  thofe  who  chofe  him  for  their  Bifhop , not 
his  native  Countrey  were  to  blame:)and  Seconded  with 
this  enluing  gradation;  mal us  genere,  (which  referres  t© 
his  parentage,  hee  being  a Cappadocian  borne,  whole 
wickednefie  and  lewdnefle,  as  is  confefled,  grew  into  a 
proverbe: )animo  pejor , which  relates  to  his  conditions: 
are  an  unanlwerabie  evidence,  that  George  the  <Mrrian 
was  a ('appadocian  borne.  Hence  (m)  B tilt  us  in  his 
Scholia  upon  this  Oration,  long  before  Fdr,  Rainolds 
wrote  any  thing  of  this fobjett,  concludes  peremptorily; 
'That  George  the  Mrrian  was  a Cappadocian  borne  ; fap- 
padox  enim  erat  (lairh  hee)  Georgius  Arrianus  inf  eft  ijfi- 
mus  Athanafij  hoftis,  Cuatezus  antem  (fappadox  erat , 
inejuit  Theologus , videam  mihi,  et  patnam  communem 
cum  co  habere , nonmhil  etiam  ad  infidias  adverfus  Atba- 
naftum  ftruttas  conferre . Hence  Flaccus  illyricus, Johan - 
nes  Wigandus,  Matthaus  Index,  andBafilius  Taber,  in 
their  Famous  CMagdeburgian  Scclefiafticall  Centuries, 
( * 36  year es  before  Dr. Rainolds,  ) relating  the  life  and 
death  of  George  the  cMrrian,  exprefly  affirme  from  this 
of  T(adianzen,  T hat  George  the  tArrian  was  a Cappa- 
docian borne .F or  thus  they  write : (n)  Georgius  natione 
C appadox,  ex  for  dido  et  vili  vita genere,  ad  Spifcopatum, 
feu  tyrannidem  pot  ins  ,Mlcxandnam  pervenit . Yea  both 
(0)  Baronins  and  Spondanus  from  this  paflage  of  T^azt- 
anzen, and  thofe  of  Athanafius ,affirfne;That  this  Arrian 
George  was  a Cappadocian  borne , and  the  (ftountrey-wan 
of  T^azianzen  : For  writing  of  Gregory,  and  this  Ar- 
rian Cjeorgc:  Concordant  vero  ( fay  they  ) omnino  pa- 
tria,  cum  utrumcjtie  fuijfe  (fappadocem  veteres  feripto- 
rcstradant,  quoting  T^azianzen  and  Athanafius  in  the 
margent.  Whence  they  ftile  this  George , Georgius  C ap- 
padox, quern  quidem  malum  genere,  animo  pejor  em,  mori- 
bus  pejfmumfuijfe,  Cjregorius  jS^azianzenus  ipfius  Gen - 
tills  docet,  dum  ejus  feeler  a recenfet.  if  then  we  beleeve 
either  the  forenamed  Hiftorians,  or  Athanafius,  2\Ctzi- 
stnzen,  Billius,  the  Century  writers,  Baronius  or  Spon - 

Rrrr  dantis, 


m SeeNazianz. 
Opera  Lat.Ba* 
lilise  157  *•  p» 
535.  Scholia 


* For  the  4. 
Century  was 
published,  An- 
no 1560.6c  Dr* 
Rainolds  dc  I- 
dololatria  <3ce« 
Anno  if?6. 
n Ccntur.  4. 
Col.:;  *8. 

0 Annal.EccIefi 
Anno  ;*i. 
fed*  & $5*. 
led.  10,  1 r, 
Spondanus 
fed* 
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^iblioth.  Pa- 
^um  Colonial 
*grip.  1618. 
f*om.9.parsi. 

Athanafii 
Apologia,  fe» 
<unda:p.io3. 
2o7-  Socrates 
Ecdcf.Hift.Ui. 


danus , who  are  moft  expreffe^in  point  , this  George 
the  Arrian  was  undoubtedly  a native  Cappadocian , 
Laftly,  that  paflage  of  (fajfrodorus  in  his  ( p ) Tri- 
partita Hift  or  ia , where  he  ftilesthis  Qcorge,  Cappado- 
cem  homtnem  ^Ariana  ve(anU  : that  more  punftuall  te- 
ftimonyof(^)  T^jcephorus  Conftantinopohmnus,  who 
reckoning  up  the  names  of  the  Bifhops  of  Alexandria, 
whereof  he  makes  this  (jeorgethe  11.  (files  him,  Geor- 
gius Cappadox:  by  which  title  hee  diftinguifheth  him, 
notonely  from  (>*)  George  the  Arrian  Bijhop  of  Laodi - 
e.  14.8c l.*.Cr  16  ceA)  |^ut  from  ( f)  (jeorgethe  50  Bijhopof  Alexandria , 
^Co?7o^7fo  w^°  Succeeded  him  : perchance  the  fame  Cj cor ge  whom 
758,8 19.  The  Photius  mentions , as  the  aut hour  of  a boo^e  concerning 
HiftoryofSt.  C^ryf°flome  • together  with  [y)  l^anmus,  (x)  Bilims, 
the  (7)  Centuriators  , (*)  Baroniuf , Spondanus , (a) 
T^icolaus  Faber , and  the  feverall  Index-compilers  of  A - 
thanafius , T^a^ianzen,  Tficephorus,  Zozomen,  Socrates 
Scholaflicus,  the  Centuries,  Baronins,  Spondanus  fBiblio- 
theca  Patrum,  and  others,  who  all  ftilehim,  Georgius 
_ Cappadox, as  being  a Cappadocian  borne;  veeld  us  an  in- 

* ^ Yhg  HiftTry  teftunome  in  T)r .Rein olds  kirbehalfe;that  C jearge 

ofV/ocorgG,  e '^rian  Bi/bop  (a  thing  not  queftiooed  heretofore  by 
jmi;.  3 any,)  was  by  birth  a Cappadocian.  Neither  will  thoft 
•7  Edit-Athana"  two  obje&ions  to  the  contrary,  fo  much  as  once  eclipfe 
fii,  Lat,Parifiis  this  fhining  truth : Towit,  ( b ) that  Homo,  or  C^fon- 
firum  CaPPaAox,  is  a proverbiall  jpeech , denoting , not  the 
margeat.  Country , but  the  lewd  conditions  of  this  Arrian  George , 

x Edir.Nazian*  and  that  Ammianus  CMarcellinus  , who  lived  about 
2eni  1 57 1 . p.  thofe  times , affrmes  for  certaine  in  exprejfe  termes,  that 
5 if’  * * '•  George  of  Alexandria  was  borne  at  Epiphania  in  the  Pro- 

1 cT;;4)  vmce  °f  Cilicia.  For  firft,  though  Homo  Cappadox  be 
54^x050/  fometimes  a proverbiall  fpeecb,  being  applied  to  a no- 

2 Annal.Ecclc-  torious  wicked  wretch , who  is  no  Cappadocian  borne* 

V ^na°  (where  it  muft  of  neceftity  be  proverbial ,bccaufe  it  can- 
4 Vi  Efado  in  nQt  litterall)  5 ¥&  k is  never  fo , when  as  it  is  fpoken 

Sinfti  Hilarii  Fragment*,  in Hilarii  Opcr.Colonis  Agrip.t^K^.iu,  b Hiftoxy 

Sr.  George 3 p.io$,  '©4,1  of, 

of 


Gcorgc,p.uo, 

in, H5. 

/ Niccphoms 
Conftanr. 
Chron.Bibl. 
Patr.Tom.9. 
pars  t p.16 


Pa 
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of  any  native  Cappadocian,  where  it  may  have  a proper  f Patria  mea 
iitterall  conftruCtion : which  is  the  cale  of  George  the 
Arrian , whom  all  Writers  hitherto , till  one. ofiate, 
haue  conceived  to  be  a Cappadocian  borne.  But  admit,  ciatis  Uude 
chat  Homo , or  CMonfirum  Cappadox  , were  a mcere  A-  clara  ct  il!u* 
dagie,  or  aperiphrafis  ofadeiperatc  graceleflc  wicked 
mifereant;  (which  is  unlikely  in  our  calc,  fince  (c)  7/a- 
ztanzen  ,6c  (d) IJiodor  Pelufiotn  informe  usjthat  about  this  multaminiftrat 
George  hie  time  the  ancient  inf amie  of  the  Cappadocians  vcncranda  haec 
lewdneffe  was  quite  abolijhed,  Cappadocia  being  then  be - patria  mea 
come  not  onely  /acred,  but  even  famous  and  tiluftrious  both  Cappadocia^ 
for  piety,  learning , education  of  youth  and  learned  pious  ^"i^venum 
men,  who  were  as  fo  many  lights  of  holy  life  and  dottrine  nntrjx  qUam 
unto  all  the  world : ) Yet  no  one  teftimony  can  be  pro-  cquoni«tOr*-# 
duced  by  the  obje&or*  to  prove,  that  Cjcorgins  Cappa - tio  * i.<»  La*de 
dox,  or  ‘ Cappadox  coupled  with  any  other  proper  name, 
is  ufed  onely  proverbially,  for  a man  of  wicked,  lewd  or  fum  cappado- 
vile  conditions ; not  for  a Cappadocian  borne.  For  as  Cum  pars  eft 
AnghcHs,  Scotus, Brito,  ludatts,  andfuch  fike  nationall  quam  optima, 
fliles,  annexed  to  their  proper  names,  (ns  Thomas  An-  «quaillicx- 
glicus,  Joannes  Duns  Scotus , Herveus  Brito , Philo  In - 
dans,  c rc. ) denominate  onely  the  native  Countrey,  not  prseccptionum 
the  morall  conditions,  vertues  or  vices  of  men:  fo  Cap-  luce  orbis  ter- 
padox, united  to  Georgius , or  any  other  proper  name,de-  r*  finibusprx® 
monllrates  onely  the  native  (oiIe,Rot  the  notorious  wic-  toxcrunr.£p//ft. 
kednefleoftheperfon : elfe  Philagrius, whom  e)  7/a-  pnffc^J0J9 
3uanz,en  (tiles,  Philagrius  Cappadox  clarus  et  ifluftris ; 

(which  were  an  apparant  contradiction  if  Cappadox  pars  2.^49$. 
were  nothing  but  a lewd  companion; ) elfe  all  the  pious  «Oratioji.  p. 
Cappadocian  Bi/bops inthe  firft  2{icehe  Councels  , who  J*1,  M 
are  (tiled  (/)  Cappadoces ; elfe  (g)  Eufiochtus  Cappa - ^ . Cot 
dox,  as  I finde  him  named;  elfe  (h)  S t.  Bafil , and  famous  $ee  Ads  2.V.9. 
Gregory  T^azianzxn , who  are  called  (i)  Cappadoces , Eufebius  De 

Vita  Conftan- 

tiiiil.!.  c.8.  g*OpmccriChronogr.p  182.  h Whom  Vincentius  Lerinenfis  cap. 
4r.  and  Opmeems,  C hronogr.  pag.z  88.  ftile,  ilia,  or, duo  Cappadocia  lamina- 
• Cafsiodorus,  Hiftor.  Tripartita, lib.  6. Cap.;  7,  Nicephorus  Calli3u$3Hift.Ecclc£ 
lib.  10,  cap. 

Rrrrt  'Bafilius 
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\ Socrates 
Scholaft.  Ec- 
cIef.Hift.l.4.c. 
18.Bibl.Patr. 
Tom.y.pars 
p*3  M.Sponda 


( hf)  B a films  Cappadox,  and  (l)  Cjregor'ms  Cappadox : 
yea  a n<\  (yeorgius  Cappadox,  the  ( m)  Samted'JMartyr 
too,  (\vhom(n)  fome  make  the  fame  with  Cjeorge  the  Ad- 
rian; ( o ) others , and  among  them  ( p)Opmserusfcj)Hj . 
perms , ( r ) Cjcorgius  Stigelius,  and  loannes  JEmilms  , 


jnus  Hpit.  Baro-  ( f)  iJMr.  Samuel  Ptsrchas , ( t)LMr  .George  PVtthers,znd 
fatnonsf  v)Philip  MelanEthon  too,  wjiat  ever  Tome  aver 
againft  it , as  his  words  I have  quoted  in  the  margent 
witness)*  meere  fymbolical  or  allegoricall  fittion: either  of 


pious  Afagiftrates,  the  ^Princes  of  Gods  husbandry , 


who 


jiii  Anno  3 5 4 •» 

fca. 

I Nicephorus 
£c  Caftiodor 
■qua  (i)fupra. 

See  Centur.  firht  again/}  the  ‘Dragon, refitting  the  Virgin  the  Church 
^ \4/r  a‘ im  from  his  affaults,  or  defending  and  maintuinino  dtfcipline 
tius  Speculum  an<*  ]ujhce3  again  ft  all  tyrants  ani  oppre/jotirs  : or,  or  our 
Hift.l.u.c.  13 1 T.e  Hi  ftory  of  St  George,  Sc  Mr  Seldens  Titles  of  Honor, part  2.c 
p.794, :o  8 itJ.nPurchas  Pilgrimage I.3.C.  i j.Dr.Featlv  his  Handmaid  of  Devotion,p. 
413.  with  fiindry  others  quoted  in  the  Hiftory  of  Sr. George, part  i.c.3,4.  0 See  Ibid. 
p Cbronogr  p.309.  7 Dc  RationeStudii  Theologiae,  I.3.C.7.  r Quoted  by  Molanus, 
Hift.SSJmaginurn.Antwerpiae  1617. 1. 3. c.i  4^.177,278.  f In  hisPd?rimige  I.3.C. 
13.  tin  hisHymneof  St.George,on Sr.Georgehisday.  v In  his  Poftils,fet  out  by 
'Dr.Chriftopher  Pezeiius,  intituled;  Philippi  Melandhonis  viri  fummi  et  incompara- 
Jbilis,et  totius  Germania?  oliu  praeceptoris,  cxplicationum  in  Academia  Witember- 
genfi  traditarum  fiiper  textusEvangeliorum  Dominicalium  &c.v>ars  3.  printed  Hano- 
uix  apud  Antonium  Sec.  Explicatio  in  Evangelium  in  refto  Sanda*  Margarets, 
'(fuppofed  to  be  refeued  from  the  Dragon  by  St.George;)  pag.4 1 7.  the  Gofpell  on  that 
day,  (2  ?.  Iulii)  being  Maith.i  3.Regnum  coelorum  fimiliseft  Margaritae  8cc.wherehe 
difcourfeth  thu<.  H.ic  feptimana  fuitufitatum  celebrari  feftum  diem  Margarets. Mon 
volorecitare  fabuias  quae  funt  nota?,undecunq;  funt  orta»,five  ah  Appollinari,  five  ab 
alii?.  Apol'inariscompofuit  huiufmodi  poemata,id  eft  ComaediasetTragaedias.tunc, 
cu  [ulianus  prohibultdoceriChriftianoru  Iiberosin  fcholisethnicis,nolcbat  enim  eos 
cloqucntia  etlitterisinftrui,  ut  Chriftiana  dodrina  faciliusopprimeretur,8cc.(Which 
declares  the  original!  of  the  fable  of  St.George  :and  then  he  propounds  this  queftion; 
Quid  fignificat  Ceorgos  ? which  he  thus  relolvcs,  (there  being  this  diredion  in  the 
jnargentjFahub  Georgii  al!eg(>rica,  to  afeertaine  the  reader  that  he  reputes  it  but  an 
allegoricall  fable OSignificat  agriC(  la co^ntem  terrain, et  efi  imago  boioiet  fapientis 
Princip  ‘.Cultura  terra:  eft  confervatio  difciplina*  See.  Scribitur  Georgius  defendifle 
Margaritam,id  e(I,EccIefiam,  vei  Iuftitiam,pulchram  puellam,quam  voluitdevorare 
Draco,  id  eft  Diabolus  ettvranni,ur  nuncetiam  fie  i videtis.In  Anglia  excrcetur  hor« 
ribilisfaevitia  contra  homines  pios.  Vtinam  Dcus  exciter  Georgios,  qui  defendant  il- 
lcs  contra  Dracone?  .Poftea  obverfis  nonaeulis  includitur  in  dolium,  et  fie  inclufus  de- 
iicitur  exatdu-i  monte,  id  eft,  necefteeft  ilium  Principem,  qui  curam  Ecclefiae  fiifcis 
pit  et  tuetur  iuftitiam  jnujta  pati,  venire  in  pericula  ct  odia.  Sed  prorepit  inco’umis,  id 
eft5cuftodiuirdivinitus,^c.  Vid.  llidtm. 
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zlolin  if. i. 
Ifay  f.i.to  8, 
Matth.1z.3j, 


Lord  and  Saviour  Chri.fi  , the  true  ( x ) F ea?pjp$  of  his 
Church,  who  hath  long  fince{y)bruifed  the  head, (^woun- 
ded the  body,  and  [a)  vanquished  the  power  of  the  great  34.  1 Cor^.p. 
Serpent  the  Dwell,  (whom  the  Scripture  ftiles  (&)  the  j Gen*  3. if. 
Dragon,) and  ( c ) trampled  him  under  his  feete,like  a vi-  n 5 r*  9 
ttorious  conquer  our  -refitting  the  (d)  Woman, his  beloved 
Church,  (whom  he  ftiles  his  rJ^fargarita,(e)his  lewell ) 
fom  his  inf  email  power  , as  the  Scriptures  plainly  teach 
us;all  which  the  emblematical!  pifture  of  S . George  doth 
lively  reprefent : ) muft  all  be  now  unfainefted,  and  ftig- 
matized  for  nought  elfe,  but  defperate  notorious  caft- 
awayes,  as  this  their  proverbiall  appellation  of  Cappa - 
*/<?•**  proclaimes  them,  if  the  obje&ion  prove  once  true; 
iincethis  title (C app ado x) is  appropiated  to  them  all,  yea 
even  to  (f)  George  the  Saint,  as  well  as  to  George  the 
Arrian-,  he  being  principally  knowneand  conceived  to 
be  a Cappadocian  borne , by  this  addition , Cappadox : 
which  it  it  be  meerely  nationall  in  George  the  'J Martyr , 
and  others  fore- recited,  muftneceflarily  be  (o  in  George 
the  <* Arrian ; there  being  no  reafon  to  make  it  proverbi- 
all in  the  one,  and  literall  or  nationall  onely  in  the  other. 

Secondly, for  the  objected  authority  of  ( g ) ^mmianus 
CMarcellinus , which  is  mifquoted  in  the  chapter  : I an- 
fwer,  firft, that  he  was  onely  an  heathen  W riter,and  not 
fo  well  acquainted  either  with  the  birth  or  life  of  Cjeorge 
the^rrian&S'isCihanafiM  his  competitor,  as  T^jzian- 
z,en  his  Countrey  man, and  the  forequoted  Ecclefiafticall  1. 1 a.  c.  1 3 u f. 
hiftorians  were  ; who  all  aifirme  him  to  be  a Cappado-  1 >7*  Chrome© 
cian borne:  his  Angle  teftimony  then  ought  not  to  be 
preferred  before  all  theirs;  no  more  than  the  teftimony  opmeeriChro* 
of  (h)  Frier  yAlnfehne,  or  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  , who  re-  nogr.  p.  309. 
cord,  that  George  the  C^fartyr,  was  borne  in  Syria  , (not  The  Hiftory  of 
ill  Cappadocia,)  in  St.  Cjeorge  his  cafile  five  miles  from  St.  George  p. 
rPtolemais-)  is  to  be  credited  before  theirs,  who  a'firme 
him  born  in  Cappadocia.Secondly,his  witnesis  not  cer-  ^ ub.iz.  cap.  * 
taine,  but  dubious,  grounded  onely  upon  a flying  report  ir.not  cap,  *7. 


4 Rev.  1 2. 7.  to 
12. 

£Pfa!.9i.r  3. 
Pfal.74.  1 3. 
Ifay  f 1. 9. Rev. 

cap.  1 3.2,4,11. 
c.i<5. 1 3.C.20.2. 
rP/al.  91.13, 
Rom.  1 6.  20. 
Pfal.uo.  1 ,2. 
Col.2.14,1  f. 
Hebr.2,7,8,14, 
Ephef.  i,2i, 

d Rev.  11. 1.  to 
i£.iTim.2.i6. 
Hebr.2.  14,  if, 
e Mai.  3.  17. 
Rev.21.io.  to 
22. 

/ Who  is  /Hied 
Georgia';  Cap. 
padox,Sy  Vin- 
centias  Specu- 
lum Hiftoriale, 


2>  See  the  Hiftory  of  St.  George ,pag.  1 33, 134 
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of  others,  not  upon  his  o wne  knowledge.  It  is  but,  fn 
Fullonie,  in  Fullio,  or  infulio  (no  man  knowes  whichj 
t vat  us  Vt  FbrebaTVR,  apud  E piphamam  Cilicia  op u 
pidum : And fhall we bcleeve a FfiREBATVR,a meere 
uncertaine  rumour,  taken  up  by  an  Heathen,  before  the 
expreffe  Authorities  of  fundry  eminent  Chriftians. 
Thirdly,  admit  the  moft  that  may  be,  that  this 
row  borne  in  Cilia ; yet  it  no  more  foilowes  from  thence, 
that  George  the  Arrian  was  not  a Cappadocian  borne; 
than  that  o ne  borne  in  St,  George  his  Tarijh  in  Burford 
in  the  County  of  (ft loceftcr , is  no  Enguih-man  borne#  For 
as  Gloceiter-fhirc  is  a County  of  England,  andfohec 
that  is  borne  in  it,  may  be  truly  called  an  Engiilh-mari 
borne ; fo  this  Cilicia  in  which  George  the  Arrian  was 
reported  to  be  borne,  was, for  ought  it  appeared 7 V*- 
feClure  or  'Province  of  fappadocta^nd  therefore  though 
he  had  there  his  birth, yet  we  may  truly  ftile  him  a Cap- 
padocian borne.  That  this  filicia  was  but  a Province 
K Mu n ft ci i Cappadocia,  it  is  fomewhac  probable  by  the  teftimo- 

Cofmogr.U.  ny  of  Strabo,  no  infamous  ( k,)  Cappadocian : of  JEneas 
c,  14  & Pur.  Sylvius ,nndVolater anus,  who  informe  us : (/)  That 
chas  Pilgr.l.;*  Cappadocia  was  divided  by  the  Ter  fans  into  two  King* 
/CStraboGco^  domes,  viz,:  Cappadocia  L^Cayor,  towards  Taurus 3 which 
l.fi.  Tom.  1?  they  properly  fliled  Cappadocia ; andPontus,  which  fome 
Lugduni  1 559.  have  called  (ftappadocia  too : and  That  this  Cappadocia 
p.  166,167,  Major  under  King  Aceh  elans  and  his  predece for  s , was 
168.&  A^as  parted  into  10  Prefectures^  of  themfeitttated  towards  the 
Aba  Mino*  ^id Taurus  ; to  wit , Pratura  Melitina, (fataonia, Cl  1 1- 
ri  cap,  4 *3  4 6,  c I a,  (which  ) A£ne as  Sylvius  {Files,  Cilicia  Sirate - 
49.  in  bis  gia ) Tyanenfs  dr  Ifaurienfs ; the  other  5 intituled.  La* 
Workcs,Bafi*  vinafena,  Sargafena,  Sarauna,  (fhamanena  , and  Khim • 
utna:  to  which  the  Romans  added  an  eleventh  Prefecture 
latcranus  Geo*  out  °f  Cilicia , namely  the  region  of  Caftabalis  and 
gr.l.to  f.  10*.  (fy  drift  a unto  Derba,  the  feate  of  Aotipater  the  pirate. 
See  Mercator  the  eleventh  Prefecture  before  drchelaus , who  annexed 
actordin'T*1^  ^tkpeife  Qtficut  T r ache a , and  the  whole  country  that  pra* 
wO{>.6nJ.|E7t  ttftdfiracie  unte  Cappadocia,  If  then  Cilicia  were  but 
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a Province  of  Cappadocia>and  an  eleventh  Province  out 
of  Cilicia,  together  with  Cilicia  Trachea  were  added 
unto  Cappadocia  by  the  Romans  and  Archelaus : we 
may  as  fafely  conclude,  that  George  the  Arrian  was  a 
Cappadocian,  though  borne  in  Cilicia,  a part  or  Pro- 
vince of  Cappadocia,as  that  St.  George  his  Advocate  is 
an  Englifh-man,though  born  Glocefter  fhire. But  admit 
Cilicia  , where  this  George  was  borne,  were  no  part 


of  Cappadocia,  becaufe  it  may  be  obje&ed,  that  * Epi- 
fbania  was  feituated  in  the  Province  of  Cilicia , and  not 
in  this  Cilk**  • to  which  I muft  reply  out  of  VoUteran , 
Geogr:  l:  i \ . f:  \ i o.  that  there  were  three  Citties  of  that 
name,  and  one  of  them  perchance  in  this  Cilicia;  yet  the 
Country  of  Cilicia  it  felie  (admitting  he  had  his  nativi- 
ty there,  ) (n)  borders  on  the  fouth  of  Cappadocia.  As 
therefore  (o)  fome  affirmc,  that  St.  fjeorge  may  without 
any  contradtllion  be  [aid  to  have  both  Lydda  and  Rama 
for  the  Stage  of  hie  fuferingy  becaufe  they  are  both  conter- 
minous and  adjacent , by  which  devife  they  have  * en- 
deavoured to  reconcile  fome  jarring  ssfuthours : So  by 
the  fclfefame  reafon,  George  the  Arrian  might  be  re- 
ported , to  be  borne  in  Cilicia,  as  zA 'mmianas  writes, 
though  in  truth  he  were  borne  in  Cappadocia , as  the 
j precedent  Authours  witneffe;  by  reafon  of  the  neere  vi* 
» cinity  ofthefc  two  Countries.  All  which  being  laid  to- 
gether, will  fufficiently  juftifie  the  true,  though  lateop- 
. pugned  pofitionofour  deceafcd  famous  Dr.  Reinolds , 
(whole  (p)  Overthrow  of  Stage-play  es,  hath  thus  occa- 
sioned me  even  here  to  quit  his  credit  in  this  cafe  of 
» George  the  Arrian,  which  might  el(e  be  queftioned  in 
the  cafe  of  Stage-playes  : } (f)  That  George  the  Arrian 
was  a Cappadocian  borne , as  (r)  waethe  CHother  of  St* 
Vafil:  to  whofe  Play-condemning  paflages  I now  pro- 
ceed : as  namely  his  ff)  Hexameron  Horn:  4.  Operum 
Hafilea  i%6<j.Tom:  i.p:<\$  Horn: in  Pfal:i.p:2\S*Sermo 
1 l.inDivites  et  zAvaros,p:  3 05.  T>e  Ebrietate  et  Luxu 
Sermoyp:  329^333^336,  Dc  Lege  nils  JLtbrif  Gent  ilium 

Oration 


db  Set  Ptolot 
mie  and  Mers 
cator,  Epipha- 
nia,  and  Pliny 
Hift  J.rc*v7. 
n Strabo  Geo- 
gr.lib.ta.p.1^ 
Plinie  Nat* 
Htftd.f.e  14, 
2f.  & l.6jcX 
Aeneas  Sylviu* 
Hi  ft.  DcAfia 
Minori  c.|40, 
4*  .5cc.  Pur- 
chas  Pifgr.Lju 
c.ar. 

0 Hiftory  of  Sr, 
Gcorge,p.ljo, 

'%■  Ibid,  page 
Me, if  1,152, 
& the  like  is 
uled  in  the  fa- 
ble of  Dacia- 
mis,p,i7f.  to 

p Printed  1599 
5c  fincc  reprin- 
ted, 1 6iq. 
ej  Dc  Idolatria 
RonuEccl.l.r^ 
c.f.  fe&.n. 
r Naiianzcn, 
Oratio  30.  p* 
49** 

/Quoted  by 
Damafcen  Pa- 
ralelloruna  I,|« 
c*  47* 
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2f*  Gregory 
Nazianzen , 
Anno37o. 
t Gregorius  et 
Baiiliusnifi  u* 
na  anima  in 
duobuscorpo- 
ribus.  Cre £. 
Nazuwz.O  ratio 
3°f»4Pf. 

26.  Gregory 
Nyilen  Anno 
380. 

a7.Prudentius, 
Anno  380. 


28.Gaudentius 
Brixius,  Anno 
386. 

2^.Epiphanius 
Anno  3 90. 


30.St.Hicrom, 
Anno  390. 


31.  Sedulius, 
Anno  395. 

St  ChryfcK 
ftomc,  Anno 

400. 

See  here  p. 
392.  to  433, 
where  his 
words  are  red  • 
ted  at  large. 


Oratio,  p:qo%,qi2.j4/cetica.  Tcw:2.p:l%0.&  Comment: 
in  cap:  i^.Efaia,Tom-.^ p: 469.  The  25.  is  Gregory  2\(j- 
zianz^n,  that  eloquent  and  famous  Cappadocian^! fhop 
of  Conff  antinopie^  (t ) St.Bafils  mo  ft  intire  fiend , Ora - 
tio  1. in  his  Worke^Bafiliae  I571.P ,6.0ratio  iK.DeFu- 
nere  cPatris,p:r\-]2.  Oratio  3 1 p:qi^.fi. Oratio  3847:583, 
584,585.  Oratio  47 }/>.’772.  Oratio  48^.  796  J97.  Ad- 
verfus  C^luheres  amt  it  to  fins  fefe  ornantes  ,p:99q.Ad  Se- 
lencum , De  Refla  Educatione , p:  106251063 ,1064.  a no- 
table place.  &Sententt<e,p:  1 i68.The  26.is  Gregory  ?{yf» 
fen , De  Or  at  tone  lib:  OperafBafilea,  157  i.p.yfDe  Re  fur - 
retlione  Chrtfli , Oratio  %3p:i6o.  De  Vita  Beati  Gregorij 
Miraculorum  Opifcit,  p:  3 1 2}  3 1 3.  AFofeos  £- 

narratio,p:$ 02,503  525.  The  27.  i s Aurelius  Pruden* 
tms,  that  eminent  Chriftian  Poet,  who  much  declaimes 
againil  Stage-playes , Cirque-play cs , Svsord-playes  , and 
dancing : in  his  Tfychomachia:  Tfibl:  PatriTom  4 p:  85 1 , 
i7.  Hymnus  6,p- 880.  c£*  Hamartigeneia,  p.yoq^AyB fD , 
G ,8,p:<y$7  D . Contra SynimachamJib:i,p:9\o,  D,E • 
9i2fBiC.&l:i3p:9l2>E3F,G.  The  28.  is  Gaudentius, 
Fhfhop  of  Brixia , Z)*  Leflione  Evangelij  Sermo  8.  Bibl. 
Patrum  Tomtq.ptZii,  C.  The  29.  is  £piphanius  Eifhop 
of  Conflans  , in  his  ('ompendiaria  vera  Dofirina  , de 
fide  Catholic a et  Apoftolica  Ecclefw:i n his  works,  Lute- 
tixParif,i6i2.C<?/.*922:)JE’.The  30.  is  that  learned  Father 
St.  Flier  om , Spiftola  i.ad  Tfepotiannm.  cap  .6,7.  Operu 
Antweipise  \}79‘>Tom:\  p-.^.Epifl:  9adSalvinam,cap: 
5,p:i%,Epift:  10 }ad Fur iatn, cap: q.p: 3 l.Fpifl:  13 yad Pau- 
linum,  cap:  2 , p:^9*  £pifi:  1 8,  ad  Marcellam , cap:  1 , p:  5 3 . 
EpiFl:4$>)cap:2.p:l02.Epift:§8)Tom:2)p:$l4-  Adverfus 
lovinianumJib:lcap:yfTom:l,p:l67.  Commentariorum 
in  Ezechieltlib:  6, cap: 2c,  Tom: 4,  p:  3 89,  H.  The  31  * is 
C alius  Sedulius , Colleflanea  in  Epifl:  ad  Ephefos,  cap:  3. 
Bibl.PatrumT002.-5, /w\r  i3p:  506,  E.  The  3 2.  is  Gol- 
den-to  ngued  5/-.  (fhryfofome , BifTop  of  Conflantino- 
ple,  who  is  moft  abundant  and  divinely  rhetoricall  * a- 
gainft  Stage-playes,  Play-haunting,  Players,  and  dan- 
cing: 
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cing:  Homili a 2.  Adverfus  Iud&os:  Edit:  Fronto  Ducaci 
Panfis  1 62 1, Torn* i. p-463 • C9D*Homtl:tnS.  Inlianum, 
Ibid.p.6\%yA,B.  Hotntl.de  S.cPkoca,f.%-]‘&,  A,!! . Horn.  Sec  hcr^-39» 
De  S.^Martyre  Barlaam,p.%^^^D  5 894,1^.  Homi  1.^6,  t0‘1^* 
in  (jenefeos  zp,  Tom. i,  Edit.Lat.Parifijs  1588,  C0/.367, 

368.  Hom.^JDeDavide  et  SanUyCol.^  10 j 1 1 ^n.Ho- 
mil, in  rPfal.qiiCol.']‘$4jtf.  Homjn  T fal.  46  3Co  1.777  $ 

B . Homil.in  Tfal^o  J^ol.ZiiyC  tD  %Homil.in  Pfal.  n%3 
v^7i  *51,^  1 5 2, CV.  998,*,  1030,1031.  Horn: in  P/d/; 
l^o3C°/ 21110,1111.  #<??»;  I , ^ Efaia,  FfW*  ‘Do- 

mtnumfedtntem&c.Col . 1281, 1282, 1283,  1284. 

Hom.i9Coi-  1287,1288.^;*.  2,6,7,10,17,21,38,49^ 

69,74^  89,^A^r;rwt,^/.i  5,16,50,5 1,52,5  3,58, 

$9  *0,79,^,0,144, ^ 175^297,298,299^00,356, 

958,3  $9>3*o, 487>488, 4^9,5241515, *01.  3 /^i; 

Evang.Tom.$.Col  ,i$o  41  in  A ft  a Apoft.(/ol. 

5 44,  >4,6 11 ,6 12.  Eft.  12^0  1 Epdad  (/or. Tom. 4.C  01.356, 

357y3S%,3l9-H°”*  *7 >in  *Phef  %,C°l 986,987,988.//^ 

9>#  £pifi.adCotoJf,  Col. 1191. Horn. 1 5,17,18,19,2 1,23, 

38, 3 9,54,62, 66.Ad  Popft/um  AntiocbUyTom.5,Col, 
ii8,C,I2  2,5,C.  i35,C,0. 137,^^.144,0. 145,^, 

O.  146,/*.  1 49,  2?,  C.  166,167, 168, 183,184, 186, 

245,^.250,^.311,312,343,346,361,0.^^^'- 
*0/  Homilia,  ^V.619,  B,( /.  O0  Poenitentia  Hem:  8,  Col . 

750,75  l.O^  Sleemofyna et Ho(pitn/itate  SermOyCol.7% 5, 

A.  Kalendis babitn  Oratio,Col.799 }$oo.  Oratio  fextn, 

147 1,147 1,0 ratio  7, C*/.  148 1,148 2.  Oratio  5 Salta- 

tionem  Herodiadis,(/ol.  1815,181 6;  and  in  fundry  ocher 
forequoted places:See Ad:6,Scene4,  p.392.&c.Tbe  33. 
is  St.Augtiftine,  that  famous  Bifhop  of  Hippo:  C0?JfcJft0-  ouOinf  Anno 
«//w  /.  1 ,0.  r o,  O per  urn  Lngduni  1 56  3 , !T <?w.  1,  p.99/1. 3 , | ^ 0|nc*  lin° 
r.l  )2,^.1 16,1 17,  /.4,c*.i,2.p.i  2 8,I29./.6,c\7;8,  />♦  165,  See  hcrepag. 
^169.  {JMtifica,  hb.i,c.l3i>35j6.  p.  443,445,45 1.^52.  341.1034?. 
O0  Moribus  Mantcba0rHmJ.iyC.i9  p. 1119,11 30.  8pi- 
202,T6^.2,f.9535954.  DeDottrinaChriftianaJ. 

\yC.i$,  Tom.^yp, 41  .De  Confenfn  Evangelifiarum,  /. i,r. 
r.  3 3 , 7" om.4ypars  i3p.  530,531. D <f  Chatechizandu  rudi- 
Sftf  btiS 


6 Si 


Part.i  . 


34.  Nifus 
AbbasjAnno 
410. 

3 f . Oro/ius, 
Anno  410. 

3 ^.Synefius, 
Anno  410. 

37.  Cyrillus 
Alexandrinus,  * 
Anno  450* 

38. JXheodotet, 
Anno  4?o. 

39. Profper  A- 
quir.  Anno 

440. 

40.Sozomenus 
Anno  440, 
4i.Ifiodor  Pc. 
lufiota.  Anno 

42. Pritnafius, 
Anno  450. 

43. Lcol.AmvD 
450- 

44.  Salvian, 
Anno  460. 
45.01yrnpio- 
dorus,Anno 
500^ 

4CCafsiodo- 

ms,  Anno^5  So, 


Hiftrio-Mafhx. 

bus hb.c%\6  Tom.qjars  i,  p\J 40,341.  rDeVeraet  falfi* 
fPoenitentiaJib  jc.i  ^yp^lo/De^ivitzite  Dei  Tom:j  Jtb. 
1,^30^1,32,3^5./.  2, 15,^,27,19./.  3^.  18,19.  A 

4,  c.  1,10,26,27,28,3  U.s,c.U>l.6>c.  1,5,6 .7,9,10,21, 

SnarrMio  in  Pfal.^pyTom.#  ,part\\p  .q\6  ,to  qioJn  Pfal. 

1 02>pars  l.pM 3 i6lTrafdaths.\Q®jn  EvangJoannis,T om9 
9 pars  Symbol? ad  fatecbumenos,  /. 2,  c.  1 i, 

/.1 393,1  394y  /,4,<r.i,p.i427,l428/£>e 

floli,  Sermo  ij,Tom,io,  p.  442,443,  c£*  Homilia  ti  ,p> 
59M93*  with  other  forecited  places,  AlT.6,  Scene  3,  p. 
341  &c.  The  34.  is  Abbots,  Oratib  2 , de-Luxu- 

ria , BibLPatrum  rom.\yp4?s*$ip.  969,  Gt  The  35.  is 
Panins  Orofius,  a SpaniiRPresby  ter,  Hiftoriarum  lib.  3 } 
tvf,  Colonise  1 542^.  I2q.  The  36.1s  Syntfim , Bifhog 
of  Cyrene,  ^^^^^//fegibi^PatrumTopn^'*  pars  i,p. 

5 1 ,G.  The  37^is  Cyr4//BiIhop'O^A-lexandf!ia>/»  Hefcti- 
aml.\,cap^,  Operum  Parifijs  1605  fTom.iyp.i  34,^.^ 
loannis  Evangelism,  lib  p 595,  The  38.  is 

Tbeodoret,  Bifhop  of  Cyrus , Z)*  Sacrifices  ,l.y  ^ Operum 
Colonise  \gx\p.i6iy  ,Tom.2,p.if<&’i*De  Cfrlartyribus  lib : 

5, p^9Q3E}F.  De  AttivaVtrtuteyp.^o&,  D , The  39.  is 
‘Proffer  AquittinicHS,  Bilhopof^Rhegilirn,  De  Cj lor  let 
Santtornm  Peroratio,Qpera  Daaci  1 5 77,631.73.' The  40. 
is  Hermits  Saz>omenHS  Ecclefiafl.HiFtJib^yCap.i^B'ibU 
Patrum  Tom.^^pars  2jp.42o,E»  The4r*.is  IJiodor  Pelit- 
fiotn,  Epifid.  1, E pi^fi. 6z ,6 Toto.y,  pars  2„ 

P 4^3,F3  & /•  h Epifl.  136,  pag:  6'\  l,  A The42.isPW- 
mafins,  Bifhop  ofVtica,  Comment,  in  Epifi.ad  Romanos 
r.io,  Parififs  i543  jfol*53*  The  4 3.  is  Pope  Leo  the  firft,. 
Jn.Oflava’Petri  et  Pasli  Sermo, Opera  Ant werpise  1583 
foh  ife The  44.is^/t/^»,therfamoiis  vice- tormenting 
Bifhop  of Mafliliaor  Mareelies,in  France,  De  Cjuberna- 
tione  Dei  Jib  6,  Opera  Parifi/s  1608,  p.i8z,to  224.  The 
45.  is  Olympiodortts ,Enarratio  in  Ecclefiafien,cap^. Bi bl • 
PatrnmTom.il, p.405,  E.  The 46.  is  Aurelius  Caffio- 
derns,  Variorum,  lib^i^Epifi.  27,30.32,  in  hisworkes 

Aurelia 


Part,  i . 


Htflrio-Maflix. 


68? 


Aurelia:  Alobr agilm.  r 6 o 9 , />•  $ S 3 > 5 * P • 1 2 1 

* i*,  »**,/»*.•  s 3 69, 3 70. 3 7 3 72  >'^-7*  ■p- 

ppft.io.p.  458,  4,9.  The47-  is  Fulgentius  Bifiiop  of  47Tulgentius. 
Rulpens  in  Africa,  Chlythologiarum,  lib.  i.  Opera  Bafi-  Ann0  5l°* 
[eXy  1 6 1 7, p-  8 20,  l.lyp.%6i . <3-  audivit  Herodes 
T etrarcha  &c.$ermo,  Bibl  Patr.Tom.6, pars  1^.148. 
ii,/7.  The  48.1s  Pope  Gregory  the  firft,  CMo^aliumL  I y>  48.Gregorius  t 
c.iti.  Opera  Parity's  1 53 3K‘«i8-/^^)r8,<Z).  Anno  590. 

/. 2 1 , c.  2,  /.  1 24,  JyK.&  £pfi:  /.$>,  B/^.48 yfol. 44 3 57T. 

The  49.  i*  Ifiodor,  Billiop  of  Hifpaiis,  Origin  urn  lib,  18,  4.9*  Tfio(f®r 
cap.i6yto  do,  Coionise  Agrip.  i6ifyf.  1 5 8;  1 59,  HTpalenfis, 

160,165,  ^ Offices  frcle/iaJhciSyl.i  ,c*ip.  40,  &Liyc.lj.  nno  *0e 
400,  Cl  & 40 i,I>,  i*.  The  50.  is  esftdftajtvs  Siarii'td,  *o.  Anaftafius 
Pacriarke  of  Antioch,  in  his  Bibl.  Patrutii  Tom.  Sianita,  Anno 

6,pars  1, p.604,  B.  The  5 1 .isT^/m^  Bilhop  of  Ceme-  64°*  . . 
la,  Homil.  iyde  'Bono  Dijctplin*,  Bibl.  Patrum  Tom.  y,  Anno  650!’ 
pars  $,  p.477, C,D.  Homil.Cyde  Otiofis  verbis , ^.482,(7, 
H.q&i^AJdom.iO'de  Paraftisyp.^yiF yG%  The  52.  is  f^'BedajAnno 
our  Venerable‘S^,  In  Luca  Evangelinm3c  .7  ,L 2,  Ope-  720, 
rumColoniae Agrip.idii,Tom.5,  C0I.300.  The*3, is  *?.Damafcen, 
loanms  J)amafcenus,  Para/lelorum,  lib . 1 , cv^>.  76,  Opera  Anno  740. 
Parity's  1619,  p 62,64. &lib'i,cap.q7, 0.208.  The  54.  „ ..  , . 

is  our  famous  Countrey-man  Alchuvmm  , Tutor  to  Anno  790. 
Charles  the  Great:  ^ C aremonijsB  aptifmi  Epiflola 
in  his  VVorkes,  Lutetian  Pa rif.  1617  3Col:  1158,7?.  c£*  ^ 

Divinis  Ojficijs  lib:cap:4,Col:  101$  ^loiq.Thc  A-  Agbbardus 
gobardns,  Biihop  of  Lyons : De  rDiffenJationeiC'lfini-  Anno  840. 
fterio}&c. Bibl. Patrum  Tom.9,pars  i,p.6o3,H.  604. A. 


Colonise  Agrip.  1626,  Tom. 6, p.63 , A, B,C.Z)(?  Vniverfo  840. 
lib: 20  cap:  16  to  38,  Tom.i.  p:i 48  to  252.  Dentero • 

^m>w/:2,c;29,T<7?«:2,^:477.The58.is^7^,Birhop  58.  Haymo, 
ofHalberfl:at,£T?ww«?»r  hraiam3cap:  5 d,Colohise  1531  Anno  840. 


pag  473-<^  Comment-in  ephef:9>v:j.  The  19-is  Pemigi-  f9.R(aiigins 
«.r,  Bill', op  oi'Rheemes,  F.xp/anatio  in  E[ift:s.d  Ga!dt,u , Anno  850.  ’ 
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6o»  Bruno, 
Anno  1 040. 

^•Thcophy- 
la&,  Anno 
1070. 


63.  Anfelme, 
Anno  xi !•* 


64.  Honorius 

Au^uftodu. 

ncn{is,Anno 

Xixo. 

Bernard, 
Anno  1130. 


c.^vug,  Bibl. Patrum  Tom. 5,  p.7$6,G;  & in  Ephefis, 
The  60.1s  Bmno ,Bifhop  ofHerbipolis, 
Expofitio  in  PfaL  1 1 8,  v:  37.  Bibl.  Patrum  Tom.  1 1 , p. 
221,8.  The  61.  is  Theophylatty  Archbifhop  of  the  Bul- 
garians, Enarrat:in  M*rc:cap:6,  in  his  Workes  Bafilise 
1570,^:89.  £nar:in  Ephcf:c p.S09.ini  /*;?*:  2, />:  5 73, 
61.  Tuo  Car?  584.  The  6 2.  is  Iuo  Carnotenfes  EpifcopuSyD ecrettiyLo- 
netcnfis,Anno  vanij  1 5 6 1 ypars  I ^.*207  , pars  1,0:31,  pars  3 , c:jj,  pars 
Jioo.  4, cap.Z,  162,166, 167. pars  5, cap: 370* pars  7, cap:  no, 

pars  il ,cap:  7,16,64,  76/085.  The63.  is  lAnfelmc, 
Archbiihop  of  Canterbury,  Comment :in  Spift:  ad  Sphe - 
Jios}  /,j  ,v:  3^Tom:l,  Operum  Colonise  Agrip.  16 u p: 
285, £7).  in  Epifi:ad  Philip.-c.q,  p:  306, Cd".  ini  Tim: 
c:  3 E:  $5^,  C • The  64.  is  Honorius  AuguftedunenJiSy  De 
AnttcjHo  rituLMi^arum,  lib:  3,  cap:  58.  Bibl.  Patrum 
T om:i  i,pars  1,  p:  1069,5.  where  he  ftiles  dancing  and 
Stage-playes^he  very  pompes  of  the  Divell  which  we 
renounce  in  Baptiime.  The  6 5 .is  elegant  St.  Bernard , 
Abbot  of  Clarevale,  Oratio  ad  Milites  Templi , cap:  4, 
66.  Ranulphus  Opera  Antwerp!*,  i6i6,Coi.  $3i  L.Af.y & Epifi:  87, 
Cirftrenfis,An.  ji.  The  66.  is  Ranulphus  CtrJtrenJiSy  in  his 

1 1 40.  Poly  chronic  on , London , 1 5 27  *Booke  3,  cap:  fol:  131. 

67.IoanncsSa-  The  67.  is  our  famous  Countrey-man  John  Saresbery , 
resbenenfis  Epifcopus  Carnotenfis  in  France:£>e  'dfjtgis  (furialiud. 

68.Bp«msB!e-  V-4.5,7,8. &1.%>c:6,7 . Bibl.Patr. To.i J.p.3 58,463, 
lenfis,  Anno  466.  The  68.  is  Pc/r#/  fBlefenfis)  Archdeacon  of  Bathe, 
<f/>:i4.Bibl.Patr.Tom.i  2.  pars  1^:714,  2?.  Epifi:  7 6} 
^.•76  j,  8.  Epifl:  85 ip:  769,  E.  The  69.  is  zAelrcduf , 
Abbot  of  Rivaulx,  in  Yorkefhire,  Anno  1160.  in  his 
Speculum  Charitntisylib:i  , capxz6j:<)^y  G.  lib . 2,^23, 
p:  1 1 1 yGy  H , /:  3 yC:  I 2 ,p:  1 1 8,  >4.  and  his  Fragmentum , 
conteining  the  memorable  exhortation  of  King 
tohisBifhopsand  Abbots,  Ibidem  9.144,  A.  Theyo.is 
G ratian. D iflin Elio  33,34,48,^*  86.  Edit.Parifi/s  153  I, 
fol  56,58,78,130,139,140.  <£•  Caufa ^yguaft:  1 }f  260. 
& de  Confecratiene  Dt/Hnflio  2,  fol:  663.  The  71.  is 
T*  ope  Innocent  the  3.  'Decretal:  Confiitutionum3  lib.  3, 

Tit* 


1 1 60. 

69.  Aelredus, 
Anno  1 1 6o» 


70.  Gratia  n. 
Anno  1170. 


71.  Innocen* 

tius,3.Aono 

Uoo. 
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Tit . 1 , (fonfiit,  3 . Operum  Colonics  Agrlp.  1 606,  Tom. 
2^:713,714.  Thefe- 71.  eminent  ancient  Fathers' and 
Writers  in  thefe  their  recited  works,  to  which  I might 
adde  luftinian  that  famous  Chri ft ian  Emperour,  in  his 
♦ forequoted  lawe$  and  workes  ,_have  conftantly  even 
from  our  Saviours  death  till  the  ycare  1 200.  abundantly 
oppugned,  ccnfured  and  condemned,  not  onely  Sword- 
pi  ayes,  Cirque-play  es , and  Amphttheatricall  blondy  Spe- 
ctacles; but  even  (t)  Stage-play es  themf elves,  as  diabo- 
lically heathenifh, finfull,  lewd,  ungodly  Spectacles , (v) 
not  fuferable  among  (fhriCHans ; condemning  withall, 
not  onely  the  aCting  'but  even  the  beholding  offtscb  lafci- 
vious,  filthy  and  contagions  Enterlndes , thefeminaries  of 
nllthofe  prodigious  execrable  wicked  e fells, which  I have 
more  fully  anatomized  in  the  ( x)  precedent  ACls.  And  if 
all  thefe  worthy  ancient  Fathers  did  thus  abominate,op- 
pugne  the  Stage-playes , A<5tor s and  Play-haunters  of 
their  times;  6 how  would  they  cenfure  and  abhorre  the 
fcurrilous,  obfeene,  blafphemous,  impious  Playesand 
Players  of  our  age,  (y  ) which  are  farre  more  execrable , 
prophane  and  lewd  than  the  very  worfi  in  former  dayes  * 
From  thefe  authorities  therefore  thus  recited , I (hall 
frame  this  49  .invincible  Argument  againft  Stageplayes. 

That  which  7 1 fever  all  Fathers  and  eminent  ancient 
Writers  of  the  fhnrch  have  c&nflantly , profefedlj 
condemned , as  finfnll,  and  abominable  in  thefe  their 
recited  workes ; (z)  mult  certainly  be  defperately 
finfull,  unfeemeiy  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians,  in- 
tollerable  in  any  Chriftian  Commonweale. 

But  thefe  71  fever  all  Fathers  and  eminent  ancient  Wri- 
ters of  the  fhurch,  have  thus  conftantly , prof efed- 
ly  condemned  Stagr-playes  and  Stage -Flayer s , in 
thefe  their  recited  workes. 

Therefore  they  muft  certainly  be  defperately  finfnll , 

firmaverint,id  pro  indubitato,certo,ratoque  habcatur.  yententitu 
sraHartfcj)  top.  35. 

Sfff3  unfeemeiy  y 


* See  Aft.  7, 
Scene  J.p.tf 
to  66i„ 


t Sec  Aft.  6, 
Scene  3,4, 
12. 

v See  Aft.  6 , 
Scene  f* 


* See  Aft.  3,4, 
4i?>^through 
out. 


y See  Aft.  f . 
Scene  7»p.  1 32. 
&pag.  38. 


Argum.49. 

z Quicquid  C- 
nkn  omnes,Ycl 
p!urcs,unoeo« 
deinq-,  fenfu, 
manifeftCjfre- 
quenter,  perfe* 
verantcr,  velut 
qtiodam  fibi 
confcntiente 
Magiftrorum 
Concilio  acci~ 
piendo,tenerv» 
do  tradendo 
Lerimnfij  top 
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unfeemely , unlarefull  unto  Chriftians , intoller  able 
in  any  ( hrtjhan  Commemveale . 


* Krrat  enim  is 
quia  via  quam 

nioXav1tCab°  The  Minor  ls  evident  by  the  premifes : the  Major  I 
errar .Hoftmjd*  dare  challenge  the  moil  impudent  Player,  or  Play-pa- 
p«^  Ept/i . ad  tron  to  denie.  For  what  man , what  Chriltian  is  there 
Voff  farem.  fo  peremptorily  audacious, to  uncbriffcianly  immodeft^o 
Bibl.Patr.Tom.  jraj  erronioufy  jchtfmaticall^s  to  control!,  and  quite  re- 
t^ie  unanimous  relolutions  of  fo  many  reverend, 
$z.c.?2,7  lob  pious,  incomparably  learned  Fathers?  whole  Play-con- 
8. 8^9,  io.  c.15.  demning  cenfures , feconded  by  the  definitive  fen- 
l/> l8*  er*6.« 6 ttnee  oFthe  whole  primitive  Church  both  under  the 
P-  al  44  1 pc  Law  and  Gofpell ; not  otieiy  challenge  our  reverend  re- 
7^  ’J?rov  1*.  JPe&>  (b)but  our  fubfertptiontoo.  We  are  all  exceeding 
8,9-c.  4.  1 *,2*  ready  in  matters  of  faith,  to  give  credit  to  Councels^o 
c.  13.1.0.22.28  the  renowned  Fathers,  and  ancient  Writers,  efpecially 
c.vj.  2«c  :.2o*  where  all, or  many  of  them  concurre : and  lhall  we  then 

* Heb^u9i  * reie(^and  undervalue  them  herein  the  cale  of  Stage- 

iTndf.2. 14.  playes,  in  which  they  all  accord,  without  the  leaftdi£ 
H b. 6.12.  See  ienti1  Never  (I  dare  politively  affirme  it)  did  Fathers, 
Iobn  Whites  Councels,  and  Writers  of  all  forts,all  ages,  more  plenti- 
Way  to  the  fully,  more  unanimoufly  accord  in  palling  fentence  a- 
Digreir.^  fed.  §ainftiaily  abule  or  wickedndTc  whatfoever,  then  in 
4.to  9.  * C * cenfuring,in  condemning  Stage-playesas  the  precedent 

e Quod  nimis  and  fubfequent  Scenes  will  evidence  : and  fhall  we  then 
miferi  volunt,  defert  them  where  they  all  concord  ? Could  Players, 

hoc  Facile  ere.  pjay.  haunters  or  lewd  lafeivious  perfons,  finde  out  but 

cunt.  Since*.  it  r 1 * c- 

Hedies  Funus  one  Councell,  one  Father  or  two, to  countenance  Stage- 
rs. t.  playes,  dancing, dicing,  Health-quaffing,  face-painting, 

d Eft  « hsec  Love-bckes,or  their  Grange  faataftique  habits  and  dif- 
perverhtas  ho=  guiles;  they  would  fo  (c)  hugge  it yfo  adore  it , that  nei- 
ther  the  l awes  of  God  orman , the  authorities  of  Chrtft, 
cxinoFt  fafei  * hi*  Prophets  and  Apofllesjhe  concurring  refolutions  of  all 
pere,pericu  o'a  other  Fathers, (founcels  or  Writers  to  the  contrary  [hould 
quzqut  mcci-  be  able  to  convince  them  that  thefe  things  are  evill:  (d)  fd 
camenta  vitare, 

mondeniquecitfus  quameurari  defid  era  nuTertuU.tdverfw  G*f(l’cosTom.i  p,  42.^.  TFti 
necra»imibu$canvmciiiimr,qiiia  n6inteliigimr,neC3inhoritatibuscorriguptur,quit 
non  recipiu;it,necvfledemur  fuafionibus  quia  fubverft  lunt,probatum  eft,mori  mafiis 
eliguntquam  coaverti  XanAaperCtntica  Sermo  66,fol.i6d.C'  pertinaciously 
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pertinacioufy  doe  men  adhere  not  onely  to  their  opinions , 
but  their  errors  too , who  jufhfie  or  foment  their  vices  in 
the  leaf  degree.  And  {hall  not  then  the  uncontrolled 
authority  of  all  the  precedent  Chrifttan  Councels  and 
Fathers,  be  much  more  prevalent  to  withdraw  them 
from  pernicious  Stage-playes,  with  other  oft  condem- 
ned vanities,  which  have  not  fo  much  as  one  Father , 
one  Councell  to  defend  them?  fhall  men  beleeve,  (yea 
fometimes  preferre)  the  Fathers  before  the  Scriptures, 
where  they  fee  me  to  give  any  countenance  to  their  er- 
rours  or  iuperflirions;  and  yet  reject  them,  where  they 
all  unanimoufly  condemne  their  finfuil  pleafures  i O let 
usnotfo  farre  undervalue  thefe  their  pious,  judicious, 
unanimous  refolutions  againft  Stageplayes  and  Adfors, 
as  ftill  to  naagnifie,  frequent,  or  patronize  them  in  de- 
<pij:e  qt'alj  thefe  their  determinations ; (e)  but  let  ns 
joyne  hearts,  and  handstand  pens,  and  judgements ,yea  and 
our  prattifewith  them-, palling  the  very  felfefame  doome 
on  Players,on  Stage-playes, as  they  all  have  done  before 
us ; for  feare  their  pious  refolutions  prove  fo  many  un- 
avoidable endi&ments  of  condemnation  againft  us  at 
thelaft.  We  allprofdfe  our  fclves  inheritors  ofthefe 
Fathers  faith ; let  us  not  then  be  afhamed  to  inherit 
the  purity  , piety , difeipline , and  devotion  of  their 
lives,  (f)  It  was  one  great  part  of  their  difeipline , to 
cenfure $ one  badge  of  their  Chriftianity , their  piety,  to  a- 
^bandon  Stage-playes,  Players  and  T lay -haunt ers^et  it  be 
;jone  peece  of  our  Eccle(iaftical,tf  not  civil  difcipline,and 
1 devotion,  to  doe  thelike.  And  (g ) fince  we  are  compaf- 
\ed  about  with  fo  great  a cloud  of  Play-condemning  Au- 
thorities, let  us  now  at  laft  refolve  , to  lay  away  every 
weight, and  the  finf  thefe  (infull  lfigmatized  Stage-playes 
which.  doe  fo  eafily  befet  us;(h)  Let  us  hearken  to  the  in- 
? rutlion  ofthefe  pious  Fathers,  and  attend  unto  their  do - 
Vlrine:  not  ( i)removing  thofe  Play-exiling  Land-markes 
vhich  they  have  fet  us : that  fo  imitating  them  in  their 
>iety,  wee  may  at  laft  participate  with  them  in  their 
i;l©ry.  Actvs 


ePhil,  $.16. 
Rom.i 
I Cor.i.  1 6. 
i Cor.  1 g.  1 1., 
Phil.  1.  27. 


/ See  A£h  7- 
Scene  2. 
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y- 

i { o Moderne 
Chrifiian  Wri- 
ters have  con- 
demned Stage- 
play  cs. 

I.  Guillcrmus, 
Altifiodorcnfis 
Anno  Dorn, 
iio^. 

i.  Saxo-Gram- 
maticus,  Anno 

1*20. 

3.  Will.  Mai- 
ttiesburicnfis , 
113c. 

4*  Guliclmus 
Pavificnfis  , 
Ann®  1140* 

5.  Alexander 
Alcnfis.Anno 
1140. 

6.  Edmundus 
Cantuarienfis, 
Amo  i 240. 

7.  Vincentius 
Belaacenfis, 
Anno  ixfo. 


B.Mattharus 
Parifienfis , 
Anno  1x30. 


Fb UgVdfeAP  *f\tK 

ACTVS  7.  SC£NA  QviNTA. 

THe  fifth  Squadron  of  Play-oppugning  Authorities,’ 
is  the  rcfolution  of fiundry  Chriltian  Authours,  as 
Well  Papiils  as  Proteftants,  from  the  yeare  of  our  Lord 
1 loo,  to  this  prefent  time,a  Catalogue  of  whofe  names 
and  workes  I fhali  here  prefent  unto  you,  according  to 
their  feverall  antiquitics,together  with  the  Imprcflions 
which  I follow*  The  1 . of  them  is  Guillermo  tsfltifio- 
dorenfis , Summa  Aurea  in  lib.  Sententiarum , Parifi/s 
iSoo,l:3,Tra<flat.7,  Quaeft:3,fol:i63#  where  he  cotw 
eludes  thus.  dot  hiftriontbns  immolat  damombptt. 
&c.  The  2.  is  Saxo  Grammaticns , Hiftoriae  Danica:  l#d. 
Francofurti  1 576, p.  103.  The  3. is  Willielmns  Cfttalmefi 
bnrienJtSy  De  Geftis  Regum  Anglorum,  l.2,c.  10,  Fran- 
cofurti idol,  p.67,68.  Thesis  Galielmns  Tarifienfis , 
DeLegibuSjC.13,  Opera  Venetijs  1591^.42,43.  &De 
Vitijs  et  Virtutibus,lib.c.6,  p.2di-  The  5*  is  zAlexcut* 
der  sstlcnfis,  the  famous  Englifh  Schooleman,  Summa 
Theologia?,Coloniae  Agrip.i622,pars4,  Quajft.u,  Ar- 
tie. 2,fe6f. 4^.391,392,393.  The  6.  is  Edmhndus  Can- 
ttiarienjlsy  Archbifhopof  Canterbury,  Speculum  Ec- 
cle(isE,cap.n. Bibl.PatrumTom.i  3,p.359,E*  The 7*is 
Vincentius'B elnacenfis , Speculum  Doftrinalc,  Veneci/s 
1591,  lib.ii,c.  93^098,  fol.i94&c.  Speculum  Morale 
I.3,  pars  8,Diftinftio  4,  & pars  9,  Diftinftio  6/01.244, 
251,252,  & Speculum  Hiftoriale  Veneti/s  1494, 1*29* c* 
41^01.367,  where  he  hath  excellent  large  Difcourfes, 
both  againfl  dicing,  dancing,  Cirque- playes  and  Stage- 
playes,  well  worth  the  Readers  obfervation.  The  8. is 
OWattbaui  Parificnfis , our  famous  Englilh  Hiftorian, 
yift.Anglbe,  Tiguri  1 >89^.209,210,803,823.  The?. 
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is  Thorns  asfqteinas,  Summa  Theologize,  Duaci  1614, 
23  2*-  Qu#lb  *68,  Artic:2,3,  Q^£ft:i69,Artic:2,  gm? 
& I a 2£  Quacft:  102,  Artie:  6, 6m>  p3g:  288,189,291. 
The  10.  is  Tionaventura,  chat  famous  popilh  Cardinall, 
InSententiaslib;4,Dih:ind::i6,  Dub.  i 3:  Operum  Mo- 
guntise,  i6o9,Tom:5,p:i96*  The  1 1.  is  S Midas  ^ Hifto- 
rica,Balilise  1 58 1,  p:  1 27.  Ardaburius  Caius,  fee  p:i93* 
The  1 2.  is  Ricardus  de  iJ^Udia  Villa , Super  lib.  4,  Sen- 
tentiatum  Brixise  1591-1  Diltinctio  i6,Artic.*3,  Quadf: 
i,p;2  32.  The  13.  is  T^icoUhs  de  Lyra, in  Deut:22,v:j, 
Duaci  i6i7,Tom;i)p:i595.in  Amos  6,Tom:4>p:i879 
in  1 Tim:c.2,Tom:6,p:698.  See  him  on  cap:  itf,Iudi- 
cum,&  in  cap:  14,  Matth:  & c:6,Marc.  The  14.  iszAl- 
varas  Pelagius,  DePlanduEcclelise,  Lugdunii5i7,l: 
i,Artic:49,f:28,lib  2,Artic:28,fol.i  34, & Artic.46,fol. 

1 50  The  1 5.  is  Thomas  Gualenfis , alias  Wallis,  a lear- 
ned Englifh  Writer,  Le<5Ho77,in  Proverb.Solomonis, 
iEdibus  Afcentianis,!  5 1 0/01:97:  an  excellent  full  place 
againft  Stage-playes : & Summa  Collationum  adomne 
genus  hominum.pars  i,Diltindfio  14,  cap:7.  quoted  by 
Alexander  Fabritius,  Deftra&orium  Vitiorum  lib:  pars 
4,0.23.  Theitf.  is  *AHexanus,T)z  Cafibus  &c.  Nil- 
remberga?  1482, lib.  2,  Tit#  S3.&l«4,Tit.i7.  Artie. 4. 
The  17*  is  that  profound  Englifh  Doflor,  Thomas 
Ttradwardin , Archbifhop  of  Canterbury , De  Caufa 
Dei,  lib*  1,  cap.i,  Corolla  20,  Opera  Londini  1618,  p. 
14,15.  The  18.  is  Robertas  Ho/kot,  a famous  Englifh 
Schooleman,  Le&io  172,  fuperlib.  Sapientia?,  Balilex 
150 6,  fol.  132*  133*  The  19.  is  Trancifcas  Petrarcha, 
De  Remedio  utriufque  Fortune,  lib.i,Dialogus  24,25, 
to  3 ia  printed  161 3*  p.95,  to  130.  where  wee  have  an 
excellent  Difcourfe  againft  dicing,  dancing  and  Stage- 
play  es.  The  20.is  Ioannis  rvickliffe,  our  famous  Englfh 
ApofHe,  Dialogoruml.3,c.i,fol:45,Edit.i54S-The  21. 
is  Ioannis  de  Bar  go,  Chancellour  of  the  Vniverfity  of 
Cambridge  ; Pt  pilla  Oculi , Parifijs  1521 , pars  4, 
cap. 8,  I.  pars  7,  cap.  5>  O.  & pars  fo,  cap.  *,V.X; 


9.  Aquinas, 
Anno  1 160. 

10. Bonaventu- 

raAnno 

11.  Suidas, 
Anno  1 270. 

1 2.  Ricardus, 
dc  Media  Villas 
Anno  1 290. 

13. Nic.DeLy* 
ra,Anno  132c. 

14. Alvarus  Pe- 
lagius3Anno 
x3$°* 

1 {.Thomas 
Gualenfis  y 
Anno  1 3 jOe 


1 Aftcxanus, 
Anno  1 330. 

1 7.  Thomas 
Bradwardin  , 
Anno  1 340. 

1 8.  Robertus 
Ho!kot,Anno 
*i<c. 

1 9.  Fran  cifciis 
Petrarcha  , 
Anno  137c. 

20.  Ioannis 
WicfclifFe#An. 

1380. 

21.  loannnis 
dc  BurgOjAn. 

1 19°» 


6po 


2.1.  Nicolaus 
Cabafila,Anno 

Moo. 

i?.Ioannis 

GerfonjAnno 

1410. 

14.  Alexander 
PabritiuSjAn. 

14*6. 


2f.  Thomas 
WaMenfis , 
Anno  1430* 

26,  Toftatus 
Abulenfis , 
Anno  1430, 


17.  Kicardus 
Panpolitaniis, 
Anno  1430. 


iS.'Nfieolaus 
De  Clemangis, 
Anno  22.3 o. 
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The  22.  isT^ico/atis  Cabafila , DeVita  iniChriflo  I.  2, 
Bibl.  Patrum  Tom.i4,p»i  14,  C,D,E,F.  The  23.  is  Io- 
annis  G erf  on,  the  learned  Chancellour  of  Paris,  De  Prx- 
ceptisDecalogi,  cap.  7,  Operum  Parifijs  1 606,  pars  2, 
Col.  264,  & Sermo  Dominies  3,  Adventus  ; Operum 
pars  4jCo1.’3  3 2,  3 3 3,  3 34.  The  24.  is  (Alexander  Fa- 
britius,  a learned  Englifh-man,  Deilruftorinm  Vitio- 
rum,  Lutetis  1 5 16, pars  3 ,c.  10,  C/D.  pars  4, cap: 23  .Dc 
Ludis  inhoneftis  ; an  excellent  place  againft  Dancing, 
Dicing  and  Stage-playes  ; where  he  quotes  one  Wale- 
rannns  and  lValenfis  againfl  thefc  paftimes  , whofe 
workes  there  cited  are  not  at  this  day  extant.  The  25.1s 
Thomas  JValdenfis , a learned  Englifh  Writer,  Iohn 
Wickliffes  profefled  Antagonift,  Tit*$,De  Baptifmi 
Sacrament.c.49de&.  7,  Operum  Venetijs,  1571, Tom. 
a,p.96,B,See  here  Aft.7,Scene  2. The  a6ds  ToftatusA- 
bnlenfis , that  Voluminous  Writer,  Comment,  in  Deut* 

2 2?  Qusdio  2,  Operum  Coionis  Agrip.  i6i3,Tom*3, 
pars  2,  p.  1 99,B,C.In  lib«4«  Regum,  Quasftio  44,  Tom* 
7,pars  i,  f ioo,  C D.  & in  Matth.  cap.6,  Qusftio  38,  & 
67,  Tom. ic^pars  3 , fol.4o,E,&c.  The  27.  is  Rkardus 
Panpohmntts,  a famous  Englifh  Hermite,  InVerbaSa- 
lomonis;  AdolefcentnU  dilexerunt  te  nimii  &c . Bibl# 
PatrumTom:i5,  p^S 3 8,  A,  where  he  thus  writcs;*W 
^Htdem-j  ut  pueri  vadunt  adlttdos,  ad  fpettacula,  ad  mut- 
t as  alias  vanit ate s : quamvls  tamenTdeumj  femper  pra- 
pomm , ejuafi  D euros  amarenefeirent : where  hee  Riles 
Stage-playes,  vanities, thofe  who  refort  unto  them ,chil- 
di[h  perfons,  who  know  not  how  to  love  God  as  they  oKght . 
The  28-is  Tficolaus  de  Clentangis , De  Novis  Celebrita- 
tibus  non  inftituendis,  Trafl.Oper  Lugduni  Batt.  16 1 3, 
p.i43,to  160.  De  Lapfu  et  Reparatione  Iuftitix,cap.i  5, 
p.54.  & Epift-28,54,  p 102,103,104, 148, 149.  where 
he  excellently  declaimes  againft  Dancing,  Stage-playes, 
and  other  wanton  effeminate  exercifes  and  diforders  in 
his  time;&  De  Corrupto Ecclefis Statu,c.2,fe<T.3  jp#f, 
G4T-7,c.X5,fed.3,p.i5;C.i8,fed.i,p.  18,  where  he 
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cenfures  the  luxurie  and  exorbitances  of  the  Clergy, 
efpecially  for  their  dancing, dicing, refort  to  P,a ytg,  and 
their  efteeme  of  Players.  The  29.  is  Panormiumus,  that  2r,partorf  • 
induftrious  Abbot,  $.  Decretalium,  De  Ckrico  Vena-  mis, 
tore, Tit-24,  Lugduni  1580,  fo],  187  ; and  in  fundryo-  *4/0. 
ther  places.  Thejo.is  Antoninus,  Archbifliop  of  Flo-  jo.  Antoni,  m 
rente,  Chronicorum,  pars  2, Tit.  15;  c. 10, fed.  15, Edit,  Ann©  1444.  * 
Lugduni  i543>foI-I3l;&  Pars  3,Tit.i8,c.y,  fed^fol. 

19.  The  3 1.  is  &neas  Sylvius,  afterwards  Pope  Pius  ji.AntasSrfr 
the  2,Ep?ft  l.iJEpift.  166,  Opera  Bafilese  1551,  p.  72  1,^'us,  Anno  J 
722,723.  & De  Liberorum  Educatione, p.968.  The  32.  Mfc* 
is  Maphetts  Vegius,T)e  Educatione  Liberorum  I.i  c 14'  V’  M*Phcus 
&b?>c7,i2,Bibl.PatrumTom.i5,p.8355E,F,8^5,H,  14^  nn* 
847,F,&.8'48,CD*The  33, is  loannif  Antonins ^{^op  JJ.roannisAn. 
of  Ghampaigne,  De  Gerendo  Magiftratu,  lib.  B;b!.  Pa-  tonlus»  Anno 
Tom.  t 5,p*8o9.  B,  C.  The  3 4. is  Panins  tvan,  ^4p* 
Quadragchmale,  Hagenau,  1 501 , Sermo  5,  De  Cufto-  win  Anno 
dia  quinque  Senfuutn,  Sermo  7,  De  Cuftodia  Auditus;  14 So. 

& Sermo  10, De  Cuftodia  Tadus.  The  3?.is  c J&ichael  Michael 

Lochmair,  Sermo  2 1 , Hagenaw  1 $50,Y;Z*  Sermo  33,  Lochrnaip.3 
F,G5H;Sermo  385K;Se!rno62,LjSermo65j2j&  io6,F 
The  16.1s  *A»gelusDe  Clavafio,  Summa  Angelica,Nu-  L'chvlfo* 
rembergse  1498,  Tit.  (Tforea,  Htfirio , Infamia , Lucius.  Anno  1480/ 
The  37-is  Bapttfta  Trouomala,  Summa  Rofella,  Vene-  37.Bapt;/U 
ti/s  i495,Tit#CW^  & Htftri§. The  38ns  Raphael Fe-  Tr°«omah, 
later  anus,  Commentariorum  lib.  29,  cap:  De  Celebri-  ^ s!k°i  * llid* 
rate  Conviviorum  et  Ludorum,  Edit:  Parity's  1 5 1 1,  p;  Volatcranus, 
312,313.  The  39-is  loannis  DcWankel,  Glojfla  in  Bre-  Ann°  1 yoo/ 
viarium  Sexti,  lib’ 3, Tit:  De  Vita  etHoneftate  Cleri-  59-Toannis  dc 

corum,  Parifis  1*09,  fol:88.  The  40. is  Ioannis  Nyder,  W^keljAnno 
Expofttio  luper  PrseceptaDecalogi,Pariftiis  1 507, Pise-  ^loannis 
ceptum  6 cap: 2,3, fol: 1 2 3, 1 24.  The 41.  is  Alexander  Nvcfer,Anno 
ab  tsLlexandro,  Genialium  Dierum  lib.*  3 , c.9,  Hanouise  1 y°^* 
idio,fbI:i  35,13d, & l.*5,c:8, fbl.  280,281,  The42.is  4J,A/cranfcr 
Lodovicus  Fives,  Not*  in  AuguftinumJDe  Civitate  Dei  AnnoToo 
1. 1 ,c. 3 °,to  3 4,  & l. 2,c. 2 , to  i G&c.r.8,c. 3 7;Si  De  Can-  4 2.  Lodovicus 
FsCorruptionis  Artium,  lib.  2,  Edit:  idi  2,  p.81, 83.  Vircs^Aano 
Tttta  The  1 J10* 
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43.  Polydor 
Virgil,  Anno 
I$io. 

44.  Ioannis 
Aventinus, 
Anno  1 ) 10  • 

45. Epifcopus 
Cliemnenlis  , 
Anno  1 f ;o. 

46.  Coccius 
Sabcllicus  , 
Anno  15  58. 


47.Stephanus 
Cofta,  Anno 
154©. 

48.  Nicolaus 
Ploue,Anno 

1540. 

49.  Mr.  lohn 
Calvin,Anno 
1540. 

fo.Cornelius 

Agrippa,Anno 

»546- 

5 i.Radulphus 
Gualthcr  , 
Anno  1 548. 
5i.Martin  Bu- 
cer,Anno  1550 

Peter  Mar- 
tyr, Anno  1550 

54.  Olaus 
Magnus,Anno 
•M5o. 
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The  43.  is  ‘Polydortts  Virgilms , De  Invenroribus  Rcru, 
160474.5,01,2,  p.380, to  389.  & I.3,  c i3,p.  251,257, 
The  44.  is  Ioannis  sAventwas , Annalium  Boioriun,  Ba- 
filea:  i59°)lib  7,pag-5  36,&  668.  The45.  is  Spi/copas 
Chemnenfis,  Onus  Ecdefiae,  1 5 3 1 ,c.  2 3 , fed:- 1 , fol.4  3 , 
cap.27jfed.15, 16,17, 18/01.53,  & cap.  28, fed.  6,  fol. 
54.  The  46.1s  CMarc:  Antonins  Coccius  Sabellicas 
neadis  2,1.9,Bafile£  1538^.299,1.4^.  200.  jEneadis 
4,1.145.482,1.3, p.508.  iEneadis 5,lib.4,p.73°i748,lib. 
7, p.799.  iEneadis  7, 1.2, p.201, 203, Lib.i,  p.191:  where 
hefhewes  at  large,  how  Stage-playes  were  originally 
devoted  to  the  Roman  Idol-Gods, who  exaded  them  at 
their  hands  to  their  great  expence.  The  47.  is  Stepha- 
nas Cofta , De  Ludo  Tradatus,  num#3 ,4,9,1 2, 14, to  25. 
in  Tradat.Tradatuum,Parifijs  i545,pars  1/156,157, 
158,  159,160.  The 48.  is  is^icolaasT*  lone  i Saera- 

mentis,  Ibid.Tradat.Tradatuum,  pars  8,  p.5  1,  fed.  3. 
The  49.  is  reverend  CMr.  Iohn  Calvin,  Sermo  126,  in 
Dcut.  22,  5.  Epiftola  Facillo,  Operum  Geneva  1607, 
Tom .6, pars  2,  Col.  93,94*  See  Sermo  70,79,  & 80,  in 
lib.  lob.  The  50.  is  Henricas  Cornelias  Agrippa,  De 
Vanitate  Scientiarum,cap.2o,59, 63  ,64,  &71.  Colonise 
1 58 1. The  5 1. is  learned  and  laborius  Radolphas  Gaalter , 
H6.11. in  Nahum  3.f.2i4>2i5.SeeHo.i86.in  Mat.fol. 
349, 3 50.  & Ho.  5 1 ,in  Marci  Evangeliu, fol.  74,7 $.  The 
5 2. is  judicious  Martin'Bacer, OcRegno  Chrifti  Sempi- 
terno,  lib.  2,  cap.  54.  where  he  condemnes  all  popular 
Stage-playes,  though  he  feemes  to  allow  of  academicall 
with  fome  reftridions.  The  53.  is  acute  and  learned 
Peter  CfrUrtyr,  Locorum  Communium,  Cladis  2,  cap. 
u,fcd.62,66  c.i 2,fed  15,19*  & Commentary  upon 
Iudgesjn  the  Englifh  tranflation,  p.  214,215#  The  54. 
isOlaas  CMagnas , Archbifhop  of  Vpfalis,  Hiftoria, 
Bafilea?  1 567, lib.  1 5,  c.  10,1 1,12,13,31,  to  35  : which 
he  notably  cenfures all  amorous lafeivious  ribaldry  dan- 
ces, pictures,  fong^and  muficke,  together  with  Stage- 
playes  and  common  Actors;  taxing  all  fuch  Princes  and 
Great  ones,  who  harbour  thefe  lewd  Players  in  their 

Courts 
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Courts  or  territories,  or  toller  ate  their  Enterludes  a- 
mopgthe  vulgar.  The  55.  is  Petrus  Crab , in  hi$  feve- 
rall  forealledged  Conn  cels;  See  Scene  3,  in  the  margent. 
The  56,1s  Frrancifcus  Ioverius , Sati&iones  Ecclefiafii- 
csetam  Synodicse  quam  Pontiftcia?,  Parifijs  1555,  Claf- 
fis  1,  f oL*  6 1 1:  156,  Ciaflis  2,  fol.5,6,  & 27.  The57«is 
Henry  Stalbridge:  his  Exhortatory  E pi  file  to  his  deare- 
ly  beloved  Country  of  Englrnd,  againft  the  pompous 
Popilb  Bifhops  thereof.*  as  yet  the  true  members  of 
their  filthy  Father,  the  great  Antichrifi:  of  Rome:  prin- 
ted at  Bafil  15  5<5,fol.i8,  where  he  writes  thus.  So  long 
asminjlrels  and  T layers  of  Enterludes  flayed  lies  , and 
fitngbawdy  fongs , blaffhemed  God,  and  corrupted  mens 
Consciences,  the  Popifh  Prelates  never  blamed  thenu , but 
were  well  content  ,&c.  The  5 8.  is  Andreas  Frijius , De 
Republica  Emendanda,  Bafileaei  559,1.1^.6,  p.2  3,cap. 
i7,p.^»,63,cap.7,p.25,26^cap,23Jp.  90,  &lib.2^cap. 
11,  p.i  32;  where  he  condemnes  all  Stage-playes,  dan- 
cing, dicing,  and  fcurrilous  fongs  and  Enterludes  as  un- 
fufferable  evils  in  any  Chriftian  well-ordered  Common- 
weale.  The  59*  is  reverend.1 ^Matthew  Tar  her,  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury*  De  Antiquitate  Ecclefia:  Britta- 
nies, 15724^.445.  The  60.  is  pious  and  learned  Tho- 
mas 'Beacon,  his  Catechifme,  in  his  Workes,  London 
1564,  part  10,  fol.  341,3  55, 361,366, 400, 486.  where 
he  condemnes,  not  onely  as  Dicers,  Card-players  and 
Gamefters,  but  even  Stage-piaycs  too,  as  theeves  5 fe- 
vcrely  cenfuring  Dancing,  Stagc-playes,  Enterludes , 
fcurrilous  longs  and  Play-bookcs,  as  the  fomentations 
of  lewdnefle,  the  occafions  of  adultery,  and  things  alto- 
gether misbefeeming  Chriftians,efpecially  on  the  Lords 
day,  which  they  mod  execrably  prophane.  The  61.  [is 
Theodor  us  Balfamon,  Canones  Apoliolorum  et  Conci- 
liorum,  Parif:  1 6 2o,p. 2 1 7, to  2 24 , 28440  288, 422,423 
658,659.  The  62.  is  Claudius  EPfencaus,  in  Epift:i,ad 
Timotheum,  Luterise  1561,  c.2>p.44,  H.*c.4,p.88,G.*c. 
5,p.ioi,  A:  & Digreflionum  1. 2,0.14,  £**02,203.  The 

T ttc  3 63. 


_j*n 

Petrus 

Crab,  Anno 
1 Ho. 

f^.Francifcus 
Ioverius,  Anno 
iff*. 

?7.Hcnry  Stal- 
bridge.  Anno 
*5  5*. 


58.  Andreas 
Frffius,Anno 


59.  Matthew 
Parker, Anno 
1 <6o. 

6o»  Thomas 
Bcacon,Anno 
1560. 


6i.Theodorus 
Balfamon  , 
Anno  1 $ 6o. 

6i.  Claudius 
Efpencasus , 
Anno  1 56©* 
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us  CarranzT"  *s  Bwholmeus  forra/iia , Summa  Conciliorum, 
Anno  1560/  Parity's  1624,  in  the  places  forequoted,  Scene  3 . The 
64.  Franciicus  64.  is  Francifcus  Zephyr us,  Epiftola  Nuncupacoria  in 
Zephyrus  , Apolog.  Tertulhani  adverlus  Gentes,  apud  Tertuiliani 
^^Geor'e  ^Pera  1 566,Tom.2,p.55o,  to  3 $5:  and  Cominentar:in 
AheyX^W  Tertul:  Apologiam , Ibid-  p.  591, 626,617.  The 65.  is 
66,  Laurencins  learned  George  zsllley,  Bifhop  of  Exeter,  and  Divinity 
Sin ius, Anno  1 eCturer at  Pauies,in the fecond yeare  of  Queene El  1- 
r za beths  raigne,  In  his  Poore  Mans  Library,  London 

RWioinus.  1 5 7 1 > part 1 M * 3 , 39,  & fol.4<S,4 7:  where  he  notably 
Anno  &I  5 66.  dedaimes  agaiilft  Tlay-bookes,  and  S tnge-playes,  as  the 
68.  Iohn  Bo-  fomentation,  the  fire  andfervell  of  mens  lufls,  the  occafott 
dine  A0/1  *66.  of  adultery  ,&  other  intolerable  evils  among  fhriflians  or 
69, , Flacius  11.  paganSt  xhe  ^ 6gis  Lanrentius  S drifts, i n his  forequoted 
1 nn°  Councels^  Colonic  Agrip.  1 5^7 . See  Scene  3 . The  6 /. 

70.  Ioannis  is  C alius  Rhodigtnus,  Antiquarum  Lc<Tionum,i  599,1.8* 

Wigandu?.  c.7,8.  Col.  355,354.  The  68.  is  Iohn  Bodjne, his  Com-1 

71.  Matthaus  mon-weale,1.6,c.i,  London  1606^.644,645.  See  here 

l^Bafilius  P;48  3 .’484*  T he  69,  70, 7 1 , 7^ , are  Flacius  Myricus, 
Faber.  Ioannis  tVigandus  <JMattheus  Index , and  Baftlius  Faber: 

7 ?.  Theodorus  in  their  Centurise  Ecclefiailic® , J 564,  &c.  Centuria 
Zuinger,Anno  Col.266,279,28oXentur. 3,C©I.  141,142.  Cent.4, Col. 
I57<!*  . 458,857.  Cent^Col^ii,  1 5d$h&  Cent. 9, Col.  259, 

74.  Ioannis  Xhe  73 . is  Theodorus  Theatrum  vitae  hu- 

mana:, Balilea:  1 5 70,vol.  12,1.5^1834, 1835.  The 74. 
is  Ioannis  Bertochinus,  Repertorium  Bafileae  i574,pars 
i,pag  6^9,  Hiftrio.  The  7 5.  is  Petrus  de  Trimaudaye , 
in  his  French  Academy,  London  16 18,  cap.  20,  p.  205, 
where  hee  cenfures  Stage-playes  as  unfufferable  mifc 
chiefes.  The  76.  istsfnionius  dcBrutioy  Super  lib.  3, 


Bertochinus , 
Anno  1 f74. 
7 s.  Petrus  de 
Primaudaye, 
Anno  1 5 7^» 
7^.Antonius 
de  Brutio, 
Anno  15s  8. 


77.TofiasSi.oa- Dccrctalium,  Venetijs  1578,  Tom.5,  cap. 12.  DeVita 
lenis,An.i58c.et  Honeftate  Ciericorum,  fol.  4,  8.  The  77.  is  Ioannis 
perm",An.T5 So SMerut,\n  E xodum xap. 3 t Tiguri  I 5S4 ,p.  1 5 6.  The 
70.  Gilbertus  78.  is  Andreas  njpertus,T)e  Fenjs  Bacchanahbus,  Bali- 
Genebrardus,  lea!  1 580.  The  79.  is  Guilbertus  Genebrardus , Chroni- 
*5So-  con,  Lugduni  1609,  lib. 2,p.2i  2 314/rhe  80.  isPau* 

8o.Paulo  z.an-  y0  L^ccletto,  Inftitutiones  Juris  Canonici,lib.i,Tit.  De 
Ann0  Euchariftia 
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Euchariftia,Lovani/ 1578.9.269,270.  TheSi  .is Petrus  8*.  Petrus 
Berchorius , Di&ionarij  five  Repertorij  Moralis,  Vene*  Berchorius, 
ti/Ssi  585,  pars  2,  Tit.  Ludure,  p.  428;  & De  Epifcopis  Ann0IJ8*9 
inTradatuTraiflatuum,  pars  4,  fol.25,  num.iot.  The 
82.  is  Lambert  ns  Danins  ,De  Ludo  Ales,  cap.  5,  et  E-  81  wmbertus 
tbicar  Chriftianas,1.2,  c.8,  in  hisOpulc.  Theolog.  Gene-  f ™*US-Anft<> 
V2  1583,9.107.  The  83ns  loanncs  Lmghecrucius,  De  83.  Joannes 
Vita  et  Honeftate  Ecclefiafcicorum,  Duaci  1588,  lib.2?  Langhecrucius 
c.ii^^o^n.wherehecopioutly cenfures Playes  and  Anno iJ88* 
Play-haunters  out  of  La&antius,  Cyprian  with  other 
Fathers  and  'Councels.  The  84.  is  Didacus  De  Tapia } 84.  Didacus 
inTertiam  partem  divi  Thomx,  Salamanca?  1589,  p.  £>c  Tapia  , 
545,546.  See  here p. 483,484.  The 85. is Tetrus  Op-  Ann^*s^. 
rneerus,  Opus  Chronographicum  Orbis  Vniverfi,  Ant-  meeruT^no" 
werpise  16 1 1,0.186,185.  Seeherep.481.  The  86.  is,  iS90.  * n 
! Barnabas  Brifromns,  Commentarius  De  SpevTaculis  in  86.  Barnabas 
Cod. Theodofi j,  Honovise  1600, p.  208, to  210,  where  Britfonius, 
he  largely  dilcourieth  againh:  Stage-playes  t producing  Anno  1 ^°* 
fundry  paflages  out  of  Tertuhian , Cyprian , Lattantius, 

(^bryfo/iome,  and  other  Fathers,  to  teftifie  their  unlaw- 
fulneife,  and  lewd  mifchievous  effects.  The  87.  is /<?-  g7.  Joannes 
annis  Mariana,  Traftatus  7,Colonia?  Agrip.  1609,  Tra-  ^ariana> At* 
hiatus  de  Specfaculb,  proleflfedly  written  againft  Stage-  1 59°' 
i playes, where  he  proves  their  unfufferable  naughtineife, 

1 and  unlawfulnefle  both  by  Councels,  Fathers,  and  Hea- 
then Authours.  The  88.  is  Tetrus  Taber , Agoniftarum  88.  Petrus  Fa. 
lib.Lugd.  T590  , where  he  profeffedly  cenfures  Stage-  her,  An.  k9o. 
playes,  and  fuch  like  Enterludes.  The  89.  is  Petrus  89-Greg.Tho- 
1 CregoriusT loofolanus , Syntagma  Iuris  V niverfi,Franec.  j0**™*3  n° 
^SPPjhb^p,  cap.5.  T he  9°  • is  learned  tMrias  Montn*  9o.AriasMon- 
vus,  De  Varia  Republica,  Sive  Commentaria  in  lib.  In-  tanus,t<9c. 
:dicum,  Antwerpix  I592,cap.i6, p.568, to  57$*The  91.  pi.hiftus Up- 
as Iujlus  Lipjius , De  Gladiatoribus  lib:  & De  A mphi-  ^usjAn.ij?©, 
theatro  lib:  Antwerpise  1584.  where  he  not  onely  de- 
rfcribes  at  large  the  formes  and  feverall  fabrickes  of  The- 
atres, Scenes  and  Amphitheaters, together  with  the  de- 
teftablejocffeof  Sword-playes  and  fuch  like  Amphithe- 

amcall 
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91.  Rodolphus 
Hofpinianus , 
Anno  1*9$, 

93  .Carolus  Si' 

gonius,Anno 

1*9$. 

94*  Erafmus 
Marbachius, 
J?97* 

9?.  Laurentius 
Bochellus,  An. 

96,  Ant.  Gue- 
vara, An,  1 6oo, 

97. Baronius, 
Anno  1600. 


^.Bellarmine, 
Anno  1600. 


99  Thomas 
Zer  ula,  Anno 
1600 

ioo.Onuphri= 
us,Anno  i6oo# 


lor.  Paulus 
Windecke , 
Anno  1 604. 
iOi.Bulenge- 
rus,Aa.i6o6. 
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atricall  fpedacles,but  Iikewileinveigheth  againft  ilagc- 
playcs  too.  Rodolphus  Hospimanus,  DeOri- 

gmeFeftorum,  Tiguri  ij93,cap:22.  tbl .118,  1 19^*051, 
152,153.  The 93.  Sigomus,  Hiftoiiadc  Oc- 

cidental Imperio,  France  1593-  hb.ijp.32.  See  here p. 
482.  The  94.  is  Erafmus  Marbachius , Comment,  in 
Deutr.22.v.5.  Argentorati  1597^.217,118.  Thc95.is 
Laurentius  Bochellus,  Decreta  Eccleliaj  Gallicana?,  Pa- 
rifijs  1 599.  lib.6.  tit.  1 9.  and  in  fundry  other  places  al- 
ready quoted,  Scene  3.111  the  margent.  The 96  is  Don 
Antonio  de  Guevara } his  Dial!  of  Princes,  Booke  3.  cap. 
43*  to  48.  London  1616.  p.$09.  to  521.  where  the  in- 
tolerable milchiefes  that  Players  and  Playes  occalion 
are  anatomized  to  the  full,  and  their  unlawfiilncfle  ma- 
nitefted  by  the  teftimony  of  heathen  Authours.  The  97. 
is  that  laborius  Roman  Hiftorian  Cardenall  Baromus , 
Annales  Eccleluftica?,  Colonise  Agrip.  1609.  Anno  1 lo. 
lectio.  Anno  17 9.  feet.  47.  Anno  201.  feet.  34.  Anno 
206.  fect.4.  and  in  fundry  other  places.  The  98.  is  that 
famous  Popifh  Cardinall  Robertus  Bellarminus , Con- 
cio  6.  De  Dominica  3 . Adventus,  et  Concio  9.  de  Do- 
minica Quinquage(imx,Operum  Colonise  Agrip.  1617. 
tom.  6.  Col.  60,61,204,  205.  where  he  cenlures  ftage* 
playes  and  dancing  as  unlawfull  unchriftian  Paftimes,e£- 
pecially  on  Lords-dayes  and  holy-dayes.  The  99.  is 
Thomas  Zerula , Bifliop  of  Beneventum , Praxis  Epif. 
copalis.  Venetijs  1 599.  pars  i.tit.  Ludus  fol.141.  The 
100  is  Onuphrius  P aniunius  Veronenfis , De  Ludis  Cir- 
cenfibus.  Venetijs  1600.  lib.  1.  cap.  1,2, 3, 4.  et  lib.  2.  p. 
1 20. to  1 3 6.  where  he  at  large  relates  the  idolatrous  hea- 
thenifh  Originall  of  Cirque-playes  and  Stage-playcs, 
which  he  there  profefl'edly  condemnes, quoting  St.Cy - 
prian,  and  Tertullian , De  Spectaculis,  againft  them, 
which  bookesare  there  verbatim  tranfcnbed.Tbe  10 1. 
is  Paulus  Windecke,  Theologia  Iurifconfultorum,  lib.i. 
Locus  38.  Colonise  Agrip. 1 604. p.  110,111#  The  102. is 
Iulius  fafar  Bulengerus , De  Cuco  et  Ludis  Circenfi- 
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bus,  De  Venatione  Circi,  & de  Thcatro  &ic.  Opufculo- 
rum  Tom.2.  Lugdutii  162 1.9:71. to  90.De  Theatro  lib. 
1.  throughout, elpecialiy  cap.  50,6c  5 1 , De  Scene  et  Or- 
cheftre  obfcenitate,  & de  Infamia  Theatri  .*  in  which 
booses,  he  not  onelyat  large  relates  the  Original!  of 
Cirque-playes,  Sword-playes  and  Stage-playes  y toge- 
ther with  the  feveraii  formes  and  parts  of  Theatres  t 
Scenes  and  Stage-playes , with  the  ieverall  forts  of  A- 
dors,  and  all  other  Stage-appurtenances , it  being  the 
beft  difcourfe  in  this  nature  that  I have  hitherto  feene ; 
but  he  likewife  peremptorily  cenfures  Stage-playes  (a- 
gainft  which  he  produceth  lundry  Fathers , Councds 
and  Authorities)  as  intollerable ^polluted  Spedacles, 
which  misbefeeme  all  Chriftians.  The  103.  is  Francis 
T>e  Crojy  his  Firft  Conformity, printed  in  Etiglifh, Lon- 
don 1620,  cap:  19,20.  The  104.1s  Severinus  Birins,  in 
his  forealledged  Councels.  See  Scene  3.  in  the  margenc. 
The  105.  is  Gentiantis  Hervet  us, Comment. in  Clement. 
Alexandria  lib.  3 , Pedagogi  cap;  1 1 .Parifijs  1 6 1 2.  The 
106.  is  sstmandus  Polanus,  Syntagma  Theologian,  Ge- 
neve 1617,1:10,  c:25,  2 6.  &lib.9,  c.  35, p.  665,666. 
The  107.  is  Henricns  Spondanns,  Epitome  Baronij,Mo- 
guntian  1614,  Anno  Chrifti  206,  fed.  2,  9:194,  Anno 
371,  fed.io,p.*393,  Anno  399.fed.5j9,  p.445,  Anno 
469*fed:a  p:549,  Anno 404.  fed.  1,2, p.458.  See  Anno 
59, fed: 8 p.  108,  Anno  325.  fed: 5 2 ,9:296,  Anno  3 2 7, 
led:23,p:3  5i,&  Anno  36 5, feet. 5,  9-383.  where hee 
proves  that  Stage-playes  were  evermore  condemned 
by  the  Fathers  and  primitive  Chriftians,  as  the  very  Di- 
vels  Pompes.  The  108.  is  Philippus  g Inver  ins , Germa- 
nic Antiquse,Lugduni  Batt.  1616.  lib-  i,c:  20,  p:  181, 
182.  See  here  pag:  457,  458.  The  109.  is  gnlielmns 
ssfmejins,  de  lure  Confcientic,  1630,  lib.5vc.34.p.27i, 
Theno.is  'Dr.  Thomas 'Beard,  his  Theatre  of  Gods 
Iudgements,  Edition  2,  London  1631.  Booke  2, 0:36, 
p:435  4*6.  Thefe  110.  forraigne  and  domeftique  Au- 
thours  ofall  forts,  as  well  Papifts  as  Proteftants,  Hifto- 
Vvvv  rians. 
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1 o ’.  Francis  de 
Croy , Anno 
1606, 

104. Severinus 
Binsus,  Anno 
1606. 

1 of.  Genria- 
nus  Hervetufc, 
Anno  1610. 

106, Amandus 
Pol  a nus.  An  no 
1612. 

107.  Henricns 
Spondanus, 
Anno  1614. 


joS.  Philippus 
Glitverius,  Arae 
1616. 

1 09  Dr. Ames, 
Anno  « 

110.  Dr.Tho- 
mas  Beard, An. 
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£$ee  Herman- 
mis  Schcdell 
Chronicon 
Chron.  Aitas 
5,foI.8  Iaco- 
bus  Spielegius 
Lexicon  Iuris 
Civiiis,  & Io- 
cuinisCalviui, 
Lexicon  Iuridi. 
cum;Tit.Hidri* 
encs  & Ludus, 
Pardulphus 
Pratcus  Lexii 
con  Iuris  Civi- 
cs etCanonici, 
«et  ^ieronimus 
Verrutius.Lex- 
icon  Vrriufque 
Juris.  Tit. In- 
dus, & Maia- 
jfnaiwho  there 
condemne 
both  Stage- 
players  and 
Stagcplaves, 
VVith  Budaeus, 
Goihcfredus, 
<?c  others  here- 
after  quoted , 
Part.2.Aft.z. 

€ See  Ad.  f. 
Scene  Ad. 
4, Scene  5,^}. 

See  Aft. 

S.ene  i.Aft.6. 
Scene  1 i,  20. 
Aft.7.  Scene 


rians,  Statifts,  Civilians,  Morralifts,  Canonifts,  as  Di- 
vines. To  which  I might  adde  Mr  John  Tftorthbrooke, 
his  Englifti  Treatife  againfl  Playes  and  Enterludes,  Lon- 
don 1 $79.  CMr. Stephen  Gojfon,  hisSchooleof  Abufes, 
London  1578.  and  his  Playes  confuted  in  five  Actions, 
London  1 580*  The  l,and  3 . Blaft  of  Retrait  from  Playes 
and  Theaters,  London  1580.  the  latter  of  them  penned 
by  a penitent  reclaimed  Play-Poet.  Theffhurchofevill 
men  and  women,  whereof  Lucifer  is  the  head, and  Players 
& Playhaunters  the  members, &c.  written  by  a nameles 
Authour,  & printed  by  Richard  Pinfon.CMrJohn  Field 
His  Declaration  Of  Gods  Ivdgement  At 
Paris  GARDEN,Ianuary  1 3.1 585, London  is88.Mr. 
Philip  Stubs,  his  Anatomy  of  Abufes,  Edition  4.  Lon- 
don i5P5,p.ioi,to  107#  Dr,  Iohn  Rainolds,  his  Over- 
throw ofStage-playes,  printed  1 599,  and  reimprinted, 
Oxford  1629*  I.  G.  his  Refutation  of  the  Apologiefor 
Actor  s , London  1615.  ^ fiort  T reatife  again FI  Stage- 
pi  ayes,  printed  1625.  and  dedicated  to  the  Parliament: 
(all  Englifih  Treatifes  profefledly  written  againfl  Stagjs- 
playes  by  English  men,  and  publifhed  by  authority, 
which  I would  defircour  Players,  our  Play-haunters  to 
perufe  at  leifure:  ) Mr.Ojmund  Lake,  his  Probe  Thco- 
logicail  upon  the  Commandements , London  itfxl,  p. 
167,  to  272.  and  thofe  30  other  forequoted  Englifa 
Writers,  (pag.  485, 486,487,488.)  whofe  names  and 
workes  I pretermit : all  which  being  put  together,  a- 
mount  to  1 50  in  the  totall  fumme.  Thefe  1 50  moderne 
Chriflian  famous  Writers,!  fay, with  (b)  fundry  others 
who  I pretermit;  have  in  their  recited  works,by  a con- 
flant  uninterrupted  fuccelEon  from  the  yeare  of  our 
Lord  1200,  to  this  prefent , unanimoujly  oppugned  and 
condemned  St  age-play  es , (together  with  all  ( c )mixt  effe- 
minate, la fcivious,  amorous  Dancing, the  epedemicall  cor- 
ruption of  our  prefent  age,)  as  mo ft  pernicious , execrable , 
lewd,  unchriftian,  heathenift  Speftacles,  not  fufferablein 
any  Chriftian  Church  or  State  3 branding  all  (d)  Stage- 

players 
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players  for  gracele fre, lewd  infamous  mi  fere  ants  .who  ought 
to  be  excommunicated  ipj of  alio  both  from  the  Church , the 
Sacraments , and  all  Chriftian  focietj , fx#  they  have  whol- 
ly renounced  their  diabolic  all  vileprofejfton , and  given 
pub  like  teftimony  to  the  world , both  of  their  reformation 
and  fincere  repentance.  And  as  all  thefe  recited  W liters, 
even  lo  our  owne  CMagtflrates , our  Vniverfities , 
our  faith  full  Mini flers,  both  in  their  publike  Sermons  , 
private  dtfeourfes  , together  with  all  godly  zealous 
Chriftians  from  age  to  age , ta'Z/*’  very  felfe- 

fame  doome  and  verditt  againfl  gplayes  and  ‘P layers,  as  I 
have  ( e ) eljewhere  largely  proved  , and  our  owne 
experience  can  fuificiently  teftifie.  If  then  all  thefe  Pro- 
teftant  and  Popifh  Authours,  Magiftrates,Minifters  and 
godly  Chriftians,  both  at  home  and  abroad  , have  fuc- 
ceflively  from  age  to  age,  from  yeare  toyeare,thus  pub- 
likely,  thus  proteffediy  condemned  Stage-playes , both 
by  their  words  and  writings,  as  moft  pernicious  evills 5 
and  that  not  coldly  or  (lightly,  but  with  the  very  height 
of  zeale  and  earneftnefle ; dare  any  Chriftian  now  be  fo 
perverfely  obftinate,  fo  ftngularly  wilfull,fo  defperately 
audacious,  as ftill to magnifie,  frequent,  or  patronize 
them  ? Never,  I dare  confidently  averre,  was  any  one 
thing  whatfoever  (except  onely  fome  groffe  notorious 
finne  againft  the  expreffe  law  of  God  and  nature)  fou- 
niverfally, abundantly ,profeftedly  condemned  by  Coun- 
cels,  Farhers  , Chriftian  and  prophane  Emperours, 
Princes,  Magiftrates,  States,  and  Writers  of  all  forts,  all 
ages,  all  places  whatfoever,  as  Stage-playes , againft 
which  the  (f)  Fathers  of  olde , and  many  Chriftians  of 
late  have  written  whole  Treatifes,  Bookes  and  Volumes 
with  fuch  affettion  and  acumen , that  wee  fhall  never 
finde  them  more  fharpe  and  piercing,  more  vehement, 
elegant, and  divinely  rhctoricall,  than  in  their  Impretfi- 
ons  againft  Stage-playes,  wherein  they  farre  tranfeend 
themlelves.  Yea  fuch  hath  beene  the  harmonious  una- 
nimity of  Writers  in  condemning  Stage-playes,  and 
V v v v a Adors, 


e A d.&Scene  $ 
p.489,  to  49  8. 
Ad.7.  Scene  2, 
j,7.  SeetheE- 
pi  ft  !c  before  D. 
RainoldsOver. 
throw  of  Stages 
pi  ayes  , and 
I.  G.  his  Refu- 
tation of  the 
Apology  for 
A dors  accor-  ’ 
dingly. 


/ See  Cyprian 
6c  Tamilian, 
De  Spedacu- 
l is li  b.  Salvian 
de  Gnbernat*. 
Dei  Jib.<5.Au- 
guftine  DeCi- 
vit.Dei  lib  1,2. 
and  others  in 
their  forequQ- 
ted  places. 
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Arts  I 9. 14, 

b SecDr.Rai* 
nolds  his  O- 
verthrow  of 
Stage  playes, 
ivheie  his 
words  are  ci- 
ted and  an- 
swered. 

» In  his  two 
E pi  files  to  Dr. 
Kainolds  0= 
verthrow  of 
Stage. playes, 
p*i64,  &c. 
A.Ethicomm  , 

I.x  C.8.&  Pos 

lit.l.s.cap.8. 

/ In  his  Over- 
throw of  ftage- 
pi  aye?. 

m See  the  Epi= 
file  before  Dr. 
Hainclds  his 
Overthrow  of 
Stage- pi  ayes 
arcordin^ly. 


Actors,  that  I never  met  with  any  Chriftian  or  Hea- 
then Authour  ( Lodge  onely  and  Haywood,two  Eriglifh 
Players  excepted  ) that  durft  «publikely  plcade  in  any 
printed  worke  For  popular  Playes  and  Acflors.  It  is 
true,  that  thefe  two  Players  Lodge  & Haywood ,the  firft 
of  them  iirhis  "Play  ofTlayes,xhc  latter  in  his  Apolegie 
for  zsLElorSy  thruft  out  in  print  by  Itealch , perceiving 
Piay-houles,  Playes  and  A dors  to  grow  into  difgrace 
by  reafon  of  fundi  y pious  Bookes  that  had  beene  writ- 
ten againft  them,  by  Ofrlr.  2{onbbrooke , Cftir.  (yoffon, 
CAlr.  Stubs ,Dr.  Rainolds , and  others  forcreeired;  un- 
dertookethe  patronage  of  Playes  and  Players  (a s(g) 
Demetriw  and  bis  filver-fmithes  did  the  defence  of  their 
great  Diana  and  her  filver  Jhrines ) for  their  owne  pri- 
vate ends  , it  being  the  craft  by  which  they  got  their 
wealth  and  living. But  their  ridiculous  Player-like  Pleas, 
favouring  of  nought  but  paganifme,ignorance  and  foliy, 
were  no  looner  publifhed  by  connivance,but  they  were 
prefently  fo  foledly  refuted,  (the  fir  ft  of  them,  by  cJfc'r. 
Stephen  Qejfon,  a penitent  Play-Poet,  in  his  "playes  con- 
futedin  s fAttiens-,  the  latter  by  I:G:  in  his  Refutation 
of  the  asfpologie  for  cASlors,  London  1615.  both  pub- 
lifhed by  authorise  : ) that  they  durft  not , yea  they 
could  not  ftnee  replie  unto  them,  there  being  fo  much 
againft  Playes  and  Players  in  all  writers,  all  ages,  fo  lit- 
tle (and  that  little  as  good  as  nothing)  for  them  , that 
ir  is  not  onely  booteleffe,  but  impious  and  abfurd , for 
any  to  indeavour  their  defence,  which  ( h)  Dr . Gager, 
(i)  Dr.  Gentiles,  and  (kj  Dr.  Cafe , who  writ  fortie- 
th ing  in  behalfe  of  academicall  Stage-play es  onely  , (in 
which  argument  they  were  likewife  fo  utterly  foyled 
and  overthrowne  by  that  ornament  of  our  Church  and 
Nation , {l)Dr. Rainolds, as  they  were  glad  to  yeeld  the 
waiters  to  him, to  m)change  their  opinions, & fet  downe 
with  Iofle;)  durft  never  undertake;  they  all  condemning 
popular  Plaics  and  Plaiers,  even  in  their  Apologies  for 
private  academicall  Enterludes.  Let  therefore  the  nu- 
merous 
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merous  concurring  refolutions  of  all  thefe  learned  emi- 
nent approved  Authors,  whofe  fingle  opinions  wee 
highly  eftimate  in  moft  other  thingsJnfverballance  the  „ * 

prejudicate  erronious  inconliderate  private  and  iubi-  tepr^Hitopaii- 
tanc  Opinions  of  all  ignorant  novices,  or  lafcivious  in-  cifapientes, 
judicious  Players  or  Play -haunters  whatsoever,  who  mujtis  infipi- 
are  fo  prepoffeffed,  fo  befotted  with  the  love  of  thefe  cntibusmagw 
moft  finfull  pleafurcs,  that  they  are  altogether  unable  to 
judge  rightlie  of  them : And  let  us  chule  rather  to  judge  pofum^zy  r. 
aright  of  Plaies  and  Plaiers , with  all  thefe  worthie  Sa- 
ges, than  to  erre  with  novices,  children,  fooles,or  lewd 
ones,  who  for  want  of  grace  and  rectified  judgements, 
are  (# ) unable  to  difcerne  betweene  good  and  evtll; contra-  $ Hebr.  j.  14. 
fling  the  fumme  of  all  our  prefent  Refoiues  into  this  50 
Play-refelling  Syllogifme. 

That  which  above  150  moderne  Proteflant  and  Popijh 
Writers  of  all  forts , of  our  owneand  other  Nations ; 
together  with  many  learned  godly  UWinifters  and 
private  f'hriftians  have  prof efedly  written,  prea- 
ched, declaimed  again  ft  fronu  time  to  time , with 
an  unanimous  confent, without  any  publike  oppofiti- 
on  or  controll ; muB  certain ely  bee  execrable , un- 
feemely,  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians ♦ Witnefe,  Mat- 
thew 2 3.  2,  3.  Luke  10.  iC.  1 Corinth.  10.  32, 

33.  Hcbr.13. 17.  2Cor-7. 15.c-p.13.  Ephef.5. 
2i.cap.<5.i,2.  iPet.5.5. 

But  above  1 50  moderne  P rot  eft  ant  and  Popifh  Writers 
of  all  forts  as  well  domeftique  as  forraigne , together 
with  many  learned  godly  CMinifters  and  private 
(fhriftians,  have  profefedly  written,  preached,  de- 
claimed againft  Stage-play es  fronu  time  to  time , 

( even  from.*  *s4nno  1 200,  till  now;)  and  that  with 
a moft  unanimous  confent,  without  any  pub  like  op - 
pofition  or  controll : Witnejfe  the  premifesm 

Therefore,  they  muft  certainly  be  execrable , ufeemely, 
unlawfull  unto  (fhriftians% 

Vv  vvj 
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6. 

4®.  Heathen 
Writers  and 
Philofophcrs 
againft  Stage- 
playes  and 
A dor?. 

• Infani  fapi* 
ens,  nomen 
fert  afquusini- 
qui, ultra  qua 
fatis  eft:  virtu- 
tem  fi  petatip- 

fam.  Hor4ttt*t 
tyRJ.  i .E f if},6 
p Non  ideo  bo- 
nus Caius  et 
prudens  Luci- 
us quia  Chri- 
ftianus  : Vt 
quifquc  no- 
mine Chrifti= 
aniemendatur 
offend  it.  Ter- 
thUiam  Apologid 
adrerf.  Gentes 

q I Pet.  i.i  5. 
tm  Socrates, 
Anno  Mundi, 

3 ? aut  eo 
circitcr. 


_.«EuUSBu 

t tf}xT* . ifW' atm* . p jt/s\£«p 

Actvs  j.  Scena  Sexta. 

B Veit  may  be  Tome  rafti  Play-houfe  cenfurers,  out 
of  their  grofle  prophanefle,  will  be  ready  to  ccn- 
furcall  the  fore-all  edged  Fathers  and  moderne  Chrifti- 
ftian  Authours,  for  (o)  Puritans  or  T3  red  fans , and  fo 
blow  away  all  thefe  their  authorities  at  one  breath , the 
very  title  ofa  Puritan  (as  of  olde  thef  p )name  of  a Chri- 
ftian ) being  fufficient  to  daft,  to  blall  them  all.  I fhall 
therefore  in  the  next  place  contr6ll  the  ( q)  madneffe  of 
thefe  Anti  puritan  Play-pr  odors  with  a fquadron  of  fuch* 
Play-condemning  Pagan  Philofophers,  Orators,  Hiflo- 
rians  and  Poets,  as  the  very  Divell  himfelfe  dares  not 
brand  for  Puritans,  though  perchance  fome  defperatc 
Players  or  Play-haunters  wilfagainft  all  fence  and  rea- 
fon,  becaufe  they  are  better  than  themfelves.  I fhall  be- 
gin with  Heathen  Philofophers,  Orators,  Morralifts, 
and  then  proceed  to  Hiftorians  and  Poets, whofe  names 
and  wofkcs  I fliall  onely  quote  for  the  moll  part,  with 
tfaofe  Editions  which  I follow ; bccaufc  I have  recited 
moll  of  their  words  at  large  , 6 . Scene  q.  (Sr  s.p* 

365.^3  7i.C^  440^04  5 o.(£*  Att.q.Sccrj'&.p.iqqjo  25*. 
on  which  you  may  call  backe  your  eyes.  T he  firfl  Play- 
condemning  Heathen  Philofopher  is  Socrates,  the  very 
wifeft  Heathen, by  the  exprefife  verdid  of  the  Delphian 
Oracle,  (witneffeTto*  his  Socratis  Apologia,  p.  12.  & 
Diogenis  Laertij , Socrates : ) who  condemned  Comedies 
and  Stage-play es,  as  pernicious , lafcivious  vanities ; refu- 
ting to  refort  to  Adftophanes  his  Comedies;& perfuading 
the  Athenians  with  all  the  Cjrstcians  to  abandon  Comicall 
Play. Poets,  which  they  did  accordingly  : for  which  lee, 
Plato  his  Socratis  Apologia,  p.  22.  Diogenis  Laertij  So- 
crates b 
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crates:  Milan  Varia  HifiorU , l.  2.  c.  1 3.  Volateranus 
Cowmentariorurrulibii^.fol:  1 1 Plutarch  :T>e  Glo- 

ria zAthenienfium->,  lib:p:fi 4.  The  2.  is  Ifocrates,  that  a.  I fc crates 5 
famous  Oratour,  Oratio  adNicoclcm,  Editiotie  Crif-  Anno  3^30. 
pini  161  l.pAIA6, 47- & OracioDe  Pace.p^u.  The  p]at0  Anno 
3.1s  that  incomparable  PhilofopherP/^whobaniftied  * 

all  Players  and  Play-Poets  with  their  Stage-playcs  out 
of  his  Commonweale.De  Republica,  Dialog.  2.  Opera 
Lat.  Bafileae  1 561  .p.580, 58 1 . Dialog. 3 .p  585,5  86,  &c. 

Dialog.  10.  p.696,697.  Legum;  Dialog.  i.p.  800,  801, 

802. Dialog.  3.  p.  8 2 2.  Dialog. 7. p. 870, to 877.  See  Au- 
guftine  De  Civit.Dci,l:2,c:  I4,k8,c:  13: 14. Cicero  Tufc 
Quaeft:!:  2^:449:  and  here  p*448,  accordingly.  The  4. 
is  Ariftotle , the  moft  eminent  of  all  Plate  his  fchollers,  4.  Ariftotlc , 
and  the  Coryphaeus  of  all  Heathen  Phylofophers:Politi-  3 4°* 
corum  lib.*7,  c.7  ,&  l.*8*c:3,5,6,and  7.Francofurti  1601. 

Rhetorical !:  2,0  6,  p:  136,137.  Hanouiae  1 606:  & Pro- 

blematum l:  3,  quoted  by  Gellius,Noctium  Attic:  1:  20, 

c.4.  The  5.  is  Gorgias , whofe  cenfure  of  Playes  and  ^$*1  *aS  3 

Tragedies  for  metre  impo  Bures  &ct  is  recorded  by  plu- 

tarch,  De  Audiendis  Poetis  lib:  p:  26,  The  6.  is  Af:  6.  Cicero, An* 

Tullius  CtCero>  the  Prince  of  Roman  Orators,  Oratio  3 504- 

pro  Pub:  Quinctio,iri  his  workes  Aureliae  Alobrogum* 

i<5o8,  tom:i,p:2  25.  Epiftilib:  7>adMarium.  Epill.i, 

tom.i,p:$3'Tufculanarum  Quaeft:  1: 2,  pag:  449,  & lib: 

4?pag*47r,47  3-  De  Legibuslib.i.  pag.  $93  .&  lib.2.p. 

598.  B,C  & De  Republica  lib.  4.  quoted  by  St.  Augu- 
ftine  De  Civit.Dei  1.2.c#9.  The  7.is  Lu:  Annans  Seneca , 7.Scneca,An. 
the  divined  and  moft  abfolute  heathen  Morralift^Epift.  4010, 
7.90,1223123. Opera  Colonise  Alobr.16144%154,155, 

377,&c.  505.&  NaturaliumQuceft.l.7*c.3 1,3 2. p.952, 

953*  De  VitaBeata,  c.12  13,14.  p.636,637.  DeBrs- 
vitate  Vitae  c.  1 2.  p.  707, 708.  & Controverfiaruml.  1. 

Proa?mium  p.966,967.  The ^.iscyfulus  Cjellius,  No-  8.AulusGelli« 
ftiiim  Atticarum  1.20.04. Edit.i$92.  p,644, 645*  The  us^n,.4°5°* 
9*i  C.  Tlinius  Secundus,HzX\lt^\S  Hiftorise  L36.C.I5.  ^mc^An-6" 
Coionise  Alobr.i6i6.p.4o4.&L20.c.5i#p.500.Epifto-  4o70„ 3 

iarum 
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10. Macrobius, 

An.4ioo. 

1 1.  M. Aurelius 
An.4150. 


u.Athenarus, 

An.4150. 


x Diodorus 
Siculus,  An. 

35>oz. 

14.  Dionyfius 
Hallicarnafleus 
An.  3904, 


e See  here  p.41 

to6i,  & 561, 
to  568. 

X f.Saluftius, 
An.  390  6. 

16.  Valerius 
Maximus, An. 
$990. 
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larum  lib.4.  Epiftola  22.  Coloniar  Alobr.  1610.  p.  iSjj 
186,  187.  & Panegyric:  Trajano  didus,p.  38,  45*  Sec 
herepag.  462,463.  The  10.  is  Chi  aero  bins  zAmbro- 
fim  <*Aurelianus  , De  Somno  Scipionis,  lib.  i#  Edit. 
1607^.20.  Saturnalioruml  2.C.1.&  7-  p6  86,3  87,408. 
to  41 2.  & L3.cap.14.  p. 456^0  460.  Then,  is  c JMar- 
chs  urehus  Antonius , that  worthy  Roman  Emperor 

and  Phi  ofopher,  in  his  Epiftle  to  Lambert:  Epift.  12. 
in  the  Booke  intituled  M:  Aurelius  5 where  it  is  recor- 
ded : and  in  Guevara  his  Diall  of  Princes,  1. 3#  0*45,4 
47.  Seeherep.318,  3 *9A61>  4^4*  The  12.  is  Athe- 
Dipnofophiftaruml.  2.  c.i.  Edit.  Bafile*,  1556.  p* 
p.67.1.6.  c.  1 p, 3 64.1.4.0. 1 7* p.249, 250. 1. 5 .c.4.  p* 3 14, 
to  319.I.11.C.3.P.734.  Seel.12. c.7, 8,9,10.  &C.13.  p. 
841.  &c#  18,19,20 .1.13. C.27.& I.14. c.7. to  14.  The 
1 3 . is  Diodorus  Siculus , Bibliothecas  Hiftoria*,  I.4. fe<5h 
g,4,j,6,7.Hanovi£  1 61 1. p.202. to  206.  The  14.1s  Di- 
onyfius  Hallicarnajfeus,  Antiqu.RomanorumI.2.  fed#  3. 
Edit.i590.p.i37,i38.c.5.  p.i  51,152. &I.7.  fed.i.p. 
6 34.®See  lib.i.c.  8.  p.  19 5>i9<V97*  & I#7.fed.9.p.7oo. 
to  707.  where  he  deferibes  at  large , how  the  Romans 
and  Cjr&cians  Jpent  their  holy -day  es  in  dances  and  S tage- 
playes,  which  they  dedicated  to  their  Idols , as  a fpectall 
part  of  their  worjhip  and  fervice  $ which  Idols  had  their 
Sali;,  Curetes,  Ludiones , Hiltriones,  their  dancing 
Stage -playing  ^Priefts  devoted  to  their  fervice : their  Cir- 
cenfes and  The atr ales  Pomp*:  etSp.e&acula  (lb. 
p.  197,709,  712,714,715.)  as  this  Authouroft  times 
Riles  them*,  an  infallible  evidence,  that  Stage-playes  are 
the  v^ry(^jJP.o»jpsofthe  ‘Divel: which  Playes, faith  this 
Authour  {p'fXOp^Were  antiquated  and  abolijhed by  the 
Lacedemonians , though  fome  other  Greekes  and  the  anci- 
ent Rowans  out  of  a fup^r flit  ion  to  their  idols  who  exa- 
lted them  at  their  hands  JUd ft  ill  retai  ne  them . The  1 5.  is 
C> Crifpfss  SatufliHs,2p\ anfcfent  Roman Hiftorian,In his 
BdlumCatilinaciufr^'Opera:  Colonise  A grip.  1615.  p. 
22,23.  «&BeilumIugurthinum;p.if9.The  1 6ds  Valerius 
: ^Maximus , 
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Titus  Livi- 
4020. 


CMaximuSy  lib.  2.  cap. 4.  5c  cap.6.  fed:.  7. ' Raphclcngi/ 

16 1 2^56,5  7, 58, 5 9/0.  & l.o.c.  3. fed.  1 2.  p»i37.  The 
17.  is  Titus  Livius  Patavinus,  that  exce  lent  Roman  i7-Tii 
Hiftorian,  Hiftoriae  1. 7.  led.  2,3 . Francofuiti  1600.  p.  us>An* 
255,2564  Th^  18.  is  Cornelius  Tacitus , Annalium  1.  r.  iS.Cotn  Tac^ 
fed.  14*  Edit.  1614.  P-44  AS-  1-4-fed.  3. p.i  39,140.1.14.  tus,Au.4o7o. 
fed.2,3* p^oi.to  305.  l.i  5. fed  1 1.  p.  360.  i.itf.fed.i. 
p.366, 3 67*  Hiftorix  i.2.  fed.  2 2.  p.481 ,48  2.  DeMori- 
bus  Germanorum,  i.led.6.p.6i5.&  De  Oratonbus  Di- 
alogus,  fed.  14,1  3 rtf.p, 679,681, 682.  which  Dialogue 
though  fathered  upon  him  by  lome  , is  yet  attributed 
and  that  truly  to  Quintilian , (a  19.  Heathen  Authpur)  J9.  Quinj&ili? 
by  moft  : where,  as  hecomplaines  ofthe  efflminacie  an,  40 ?o. 
and  ialciviouf nefle  of  Orators  language  in  thefe  words.  r Scc* Gcn.2,  1 .7 
(ftfgque  emm  oratorius , tmmo  hercule  ne  virilis  quidem  2.8,9. 

cultus  eft  quo  plerique  tcmporu,n~>  noftrorum u aft  ore  situ  , ^ Jf 

ut  ttnt  ur  ut  l afrit  id  verb  or  um-,  ,et  levitate  fententiarunzjy  ifay  ^ 
et  licentid  compofitionis  y hiflrionales  modo  exprimant , lam,  4, 3,4. 
quo  dque  vix  audit u fas  eft • debeat , laudis  et  gloria  et  in - 1 Tim.  3 • 1 °* 
genij  loco  plerique jaft  ani,  cantor  ifoltarique  comments-  pilftarch ^Dc 
rios  fuos . Vnde  oritur  ilia  fada  et  prapoftera 3 fed  tumen  pueromm  H- 
ft'cquens  quiburdanu  eXclamatio  , ut  or  at  ores  noftri  te - ducaticnel.p,  * 
mere dicere yhiftriones  diferte f altar e dicuntur,&c.)So  he  4j3-  Gellius 
informes  us  whence  this  evil!  and  the  decay  of  elo-  NoftiumAtti- 
quence  & all  other  arts  did  fpring;  & that  was  from  the 
ill  education,  the  idlenelfe  of  youth,  and  their  refort  to  ^ 68,&c.Ma* 
Staoe-playcs  : which  he  thus  notably  expreffeth.  f£uis  crobius  Satun* 
enirru  ignorat  et  eloquentiam-j  et  cateras  artes  defeivifte  nalior.l. <r,c.  1 r, 
ob  ifta  veteri  gloria  ,non  inopia  hominum. fed  defidid  ju*  P*  5 4*.Ariftotle 
ventutiiy  et  negligentid  parentweru,  et  infeientid  pracipi - 4^llHcnr?cus>* 
entium-j , et  oblivion e mor is antiqui?  qua  malaprimunu  Stephanus  H<*. 
in  urbe  natajnox  pe *•  Italiarrufufa,]am  in  provincias  ma-  rodoti  Apolo- 
nant  &c.  lam  primum  fiius  cuique  ftlius  ex  cafld  parente  g™  P*4^.  Cafe 
natus,  non  in  cello,  empta  nutricis , fed  qremio  ac  finu  P°lir.l,7.c.i.7, 
(r )matris  educabatur , cujus  pracipua  laus  erat , tueri  do - with^infinfte* 
others  that  all  women  that  have  milke  ought  to  nurfe  their  owne  chi:dren-  becaufe 
God  hath  given  them  breafts  for  that  purpofe  5 becaufe  all  other  0 eatures  that  hayc 
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niilkc  girc 
fucke  unto 
«hcirowne:be- 
caufe  it  is  a 
figne of unna- 
turalndfe  and 
wantoflove  to 
their  children , 
not  to  d oe  it; 
becaufe  many 
children  mif- 
carry  by  reafon 
ofnurfes  negli. 
gencej  beenufe 
elfe  they  arc 
apt  to  degene= 
rate,  and  to  fa- 
vour of  the 
<Jualit.es  they 
fucke  in  with 
their  mil ke3be. 
caufe  they  are 
a part  of  them- 
fclves  which 
they  nourifh 
in  their  womb, 
therefore  they 
fhould  nourifh 
it  out  of  it  too. 


murru  et  infervire  liber  is.  Eligebatur  autem  aliqua  ma~ 
jor  natu  propinqaa  cujus  probatis  Jpettatifque  moribus 
omnes  cujufquam  familia  foboles  committeretur , cor  Am 
qua  neque  dicere  fas  erat  quod  turpe  diftu,  neque  facer e 
quod  mhonsflum  fattu  videretur,  <*sfc  non  fiudiay  mode 
curafq ; fed  remiffiones  etiam  lufufq;  puerorum,  fan  ft  it  ate 
quadamacverecundid  temperabat  &c,  nnne  natus 
dins  delegatur  Gracttla  alicui  anciUa,  cui  adjvngitur  u - 


*nt 


io.Piutarchus, 
An.  4 070. 


mis  aut  alter  cx  omnibus  fervis  plerumq ; vilijfimus , nec 
cmqharru  ferio  minifleno  accommcdatus , horurrufabulis 
et  erroribus  teneri  ftatirtu  et  rudes  animi  imbuuntur.  T^ec 
quifquam  in  tot  a domo  penfi  habet  quid  coram  infanti-do~ 
minoyant  dicat  autfaciat ; qnando  etiam  ipf  parentes  nec 
probitnti  neque  modeslia  parvulos  afuefaciant,  fed  lafei - 
via  et  hbermti  per  qua  paulatim ->  impudentia  irrepit , et 
fnt  alieniq;  contemptus . larru  vero  propria  et  peculiarly 
bu]Hs  urbis  vitia  pane  in  utero  matris  concipi  mihi  viden- 
tur  ; HiSTRIonalIs  Favor,  et  gladiatorum  e- 
quorumque  ftudia ; quibus  occupatus  et  obfejfus  animus 
Qvantvivm  Loci  Bonis  Artibvs  Relin- 
Qv  it!  quotntru  quemque  inveneris  qui  domi  quicquants 
aliud  loquatur?  quo s alios  adoUfcentularum. fermones 
excipimus3f  quando  audit oriaintravimus  ? &c.  A paf- 
iage  very  applicable  to  our  profent  times.  So  that  Stage- 
playes  and  fiich  like  fports  in  Quintilians  judgement, 
are  the  depravers  of  youth,  the  in  gender  ers  of  vice  and 
idleness;  the  overthrew?  of  all  good  arts;  they  fo  prepof- 
felling  mens  mindes  and  tongues  , that  their  thoughts 
and  fpeeches  are  of  nought  but  Playes  and  Enterludes# 
The  20. is  Plutarchus  (fharonenfis,  that  eminent  Philo- 
fopher  and  Hiffcorian,  De  Audiendis  Poetis,  lib. Moral. 
Tom.  1.  Bafileae  1 572.  p.  2 6.  Laconica  Apothegmata, p* 
451,462,  475  486,487.  Laconica  Inftituta,  p.  504,505, 
506.  Romans  Quxltiones,  Qu?eft  98,107.  p.  593,60a. 
De  Homero  lib.p.  1 51  • De  Gloria  Athenienhuin  lib.  p» 
514^515,  $i5.  Sympofiacon  L 7 Qnxft.8.  p.262, 26 3. 
Ik  Piutarchi  RomuUiS;  Francofurti  1580.  p.  29.  Pericles 
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Solon.  p.3i#  The  2 i.is  ^miliusTrobus , Excel-  tu  EmiliuS 
lentium  Imperatorum  Vitar,  Prsdatio.,  bound  up  with  Pfot>us3An. 
PJutarchcs  Lives,  p.  3 $6.  where  he  affirmeth,  that  the  4o7S* 
athng  of  t lay  es  was  ever  reputed  infamous  }bafc}  diffo* 
nefi among  the  Romans ..  The  1 1 As  C . Suetonius  Tran-  it.  Snctonius, 
quillus,  See  his  uiius,ied  39.  O^avius,  (€^44,45.68.  Aa.4o8o9 
7i#Tiberius  left* 43,44,47. Caligula/cd.  18,19,20,21, 

52,5:4 ,5:5,57.  *8.  Claudius,  fed.  6, 12,21,28,34.  Nero, 

fed-12,1  ^16,20,21,22,2^25, 26,28, 30,32,54.  Vaf- 

patiaius,  ied.  19.&  Titus,fed.  7,8,7.  where  he  declares 

his  diflike  of  Stage-playes , taxing  thofe  vitious  Empe~ 

rours  who  either  aded , frequented, or  fupported  them, 

and  applauding  fuch  who  did  fuppreffe  them.  The  23.  aT*D.,0gcncs 

is'Diogines  Laertius y De  Vita  Philofophorum  , lib.  x. 

Solomp.46.  The  24.  is  JEUanusy  Varise  Hiftorise,  I.2.C.  24.  AElumfi, 

1 3.  Edit.  1 TP9.  p.  3 3.  to  2Q.  where  hee  brings  in  Socra - An.  4 10©. 
tes  declaiming  againft  Comedians , as  fatyricall  inve - Hion  Caf- 

injur out  perfons  , who  favour  of  nought  that  is  good  ‘lus>An.4toot 
profitable . The  25*  is  'Dion  Cajfius , Roma  ise  Hifto- 
riae  Lugdunii559  1. 42. p.3 12. 31 3.  325.L49.P.  553. 

1.  50.  p.558.  560.  & p.575,57^*  where  hee  objedsthis  0)Dancmg 
to  Antony } £uod  Cleopatra  ludos  cum  eo  curabat : and  tfie^e|'orcJ  c*“ 
withall  hee  brings  in  Cafar . incouraging  his  foldiers  ^nin^to 
thus  againft  him,  q.venfrom  his  dancing  and  efFemina-  dance,  was  rw 
cie.  Tfjmo  <*/fntonium~>  Confulenu  aut  Imperatorcrru  puted  an  effe- 
fuijfe  , Gymnafiarcham->  exiftimet.  'E^eque  met  Here  minate,igno* 
ejui[ejuanu  debet . aliquod  momentum-*  hello  fit  alia- 
turns  y &c . Fieri  potefi  is  ejui  regio  luxui  araon<y 

mollieteiej'y  muliebri  tndulget  vtro  ahquiddignum  vey  con - ancient  Ro* 
fulat  vel  agat.  Efi  emm  necejfe  omninout  cjmbus  unuf-  mans,  and  all 
eyuifque  vita  rasionibus  Htitur}  earum  fimilis  reddatur.  ^nncersrffC 
Etemm  ft  quit  veftrum  (p)  Ri  DICVLE  SalTaKE,  ac  min^camoV 
choream  Baccht  due  ere  opus  habeaty  omuino  is  ab  itsfnto-  rous  pCtfons, 
nio  fuperabttur  ea  in  re : Nam  SaltareHic  Dl-  SceHcrodian 
Die  IT  : finpugna  et  armis  opus  efi , ejuid  tandem  in  eo  Hift.L5-p.267, 
timendumeft  ? Solib.fi.  p.  6©6,6o7.Iib.s4  p 682.  hee  to^a75*^Lerc 
WherSjtt;  US  of  Auguflus  : Ac  quoniam  eqmtcs  et  famina  P*l4J‘t0  x*°* 
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m illuflres  adhuc  in  Orcheftra  fraltabant,  prohibuit  ne  non 

modo  patnciorum  liberi  ( id  emm  \am  Ante  cant  am  erat) 
fredetiam  nepotes  eorum  , qmqut ? equefiris  ejfent  ordinis , 
am  pit  us id  facer  ent  Amaniieft  prooR,how  ignominious 
a thing  it  was  reputed  among  the  auncient  Romans,  for 
men  or  women  of  quality  to  malque  or  dance  in  publike 
or  to  ad:  a malque  or  play  upon  a Stage.  Sed  p.  696, 597, 
70  3 ,704.  71  o.  & iib«5  7*  p*7 where  he  records  this  to 
Tiberius  his  honour,  that  he  bamfhed  Stage-players  out 
o £ Rome : Hiflrtones  Tiberius  Roma  exturbavity  (r)  Ar- 
fullnes  andTa*  TEQJE  Ha  Inte  RDixiT,  quod  et  mulieres  ignominia  af- 
bufes  of  plaics  freer ent y et  turbos  darent.  Lib-5  9.  p.8 1 7.  he  writes  thus  in 
and  Alters*  disparagement  of  Caligula.lfrunc  frtatimrevocatishiflrii 
onibus(vjhovn  Tiberius  had  banifhed  & fupprefled )equis 
f The  prodiga-  gladiatonbufrq 5 et  alijs  huiufrmodi  rebus,  (f)  immodice pe - 
Iity&  expence  cuniamimpendens  ,et  thefrauros  maximo*  brevifrfrimo  tempos 
of  Pjaycs.  re  exhaufrt(%  notable  prefident  of  the  prodigality  and  ex- 

pence of  Stage-playes)  et  demonfrravtt  prior  a quoque  ifta 
non  judicio  fed  prodigalitate  a fe  fatta  fztijfe,  drc.  and 
pag.  6ip,  630*  hee  thus  branded  Ca^gptla>  f°r  favouring 
Players , and  ading  Playes  and  Mafques  himfelfe* 
Caius  ab  aurigis  gUdiatoribufq]  regebatur  , fervus  hi- 
iplayes  there  $lrionum->  et  frcenicorum~>  homwwvu.  Tragodorurru  ed 
drafted  *tate  Pr*nc*pfM-Jy  femper  et  in  publicojecum^  ^ habuit,  de» 
In* Rome  in  indefreorfrm  ipfre,  freer frrruhiftriones  , omnia  ea  quo  hu- 

thismoft  vlti-  jufrmodi  homines  potentiam  na£H  agere  aufint , perege - 
ous  Princes  runt : quo  ad  earn  rem  pertinebant } ipfe  perniciofifftme 
dayes,as  they  quacunque  occafronc  fruppeditavit  ac  confiituit,  coegitque 
«imef latCr  etiarru  protores  ac  fr on frules  ut  ea  pararent : itaque  ( t )fe* 
re  quotidiefabula  aliqua  a El  a fuit,  Principio  ipfre  fpeEla- 
vltismfa-  toremtantum  freyac  audit  or  emprobuit,ae  frudio  [ho  nua* 
mous  in  r ? fi  unus  e turbo  hominum,  ant  favit  cuidam^  , aut  rfl  rit 4 
snentforErn  tta  ut  A^quando  adverfrartjs  tratvs  ad  (pectacHlum  non 
ygi'prsor  per  verier  it  % Procedente  tempore  mult  os  imttatus  eflvarijS 
fens  of  quality  in  rebus  y cum  multis  certavit ; nam  et  aurigavit , et  pug* 
a°Sta«e"or'A&  nav**  et  ( v) frdbtavit,  et  Tragodiam  egit , fremper  hoc  tra- 
a Play/'  ^ noEiu  primer  ib  us  pat  rum  quafi  ad  nec  effort a 
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deliber  at  ionem  vocatis,  coram  faltavit . Which  Sueto- 
nius thus  exprelfeth.  (x)  Sed  & aliorum generum  artes 
ftudiofiffime  & diverfijfime  excrcmt.  7 hr  ax  & auriga, 
idem  cantor  at  que  fait  at  or,  TSatuebat  pugnatorijs  armis^ 
aurigabat  extrutto plurifariam  Circo.  Cantandi  ac fal- 
tandi  voluptate  ita  efferebatur , Ht  neque  pub  lie  is  qmdem 
fpeStaculis  temperaret , quo  minus  & pronuncianti  tra - 
gado  concineret ft geflum  hiflr  ionic  quafi  landaus  vel  c&r- 
rigens  palam  efpngeret:  nec  alia  de  can  fa  videtur  ea  die 
qua  pertij , pervigilium  indixijfe , quam  ut  initium  in  fee- 
nam  prodeundi  licentia  temper  is  aufpicaretur,  Saltabat 
autem  nonnunquam  etiam  nottu\  & quondam  tres  confu - 
lares  fecunda  vtgilia  m palatiumaccitos , multaq  • <fr  ex~ 
tremametuentes  fuper  pulpit  nm  collocavit  3deinde  repente 
magno  tibiarum  Cfrfcabellorum  crepitujcum  palla  tunic  a- 
que  talari  projilmt,  ac  defaltato  c antic 0 abijt,  Quorum 
vero  ftudio  teneretur , omnibus  ad  infamam  favit . Mac- 
flerem  pantomimum  etiam  inter  fpeihicula  ofculabatur3et 
fi  quis  fait  ante  eo  leviter  obflreperet  3detrahi  jujf 1 tm  manu 
fua  flagcllabaty  &c . A good  caveat  for  all  Pagan,  all 
Chriftian  Princes  and  Magiftrates,  to  beware  of  being 
befotted  with  Playes,  or  A3:ors,as  this  prodigious  Pa* 
gan  Emperour  &*  others  were  to  their  eternall  infamy. 
The  16 . is  la  ft  in.  Hi  florin?  lib.  6.  Spira?  itfio.pag.  79. 
who  writs  thus  of  che  miserable  dfefts  of  Stage-playes 
among  the  Athenians  after  Bpaminondas  his  deceafe. 
Hujus  morte  etiam  *Wthemen(ium  virtus  wtercidit.  Si • 
quidem  amijfoj  quem  amulari  confueverant,  in  fegnitiem 
torpor emquerefoluti  non  ut  ohm  in  clafemgxercitufque3 
fed  in  dies  feflos 3 (y  ] Ap  P aR  Atv  SQJ/  E LudoRVM, 
redditus  publicos  effundunt:  & cum  aEloribus  nobiltjfi- 
mis,poetifque  theatra  celebrant ,frequentius  feenam  qudm 
cafira  vifentes . Verfificatores  oratorefque  meltores  qudm 
duces laudentes.  Qvibvs  Rebvs  Effectvm  Est 
(pray  marke  the  fatall  coniequence)  ut  inter  otia  Cjra- 
corum  fordidum  & obfeurum  antea  ace  donum  nomen 

enter geret:  JSt  Philippus  obfes  triennio  Thebis  habitus  £- 
faminonda  & Pelopidarum  virtutibus  cruditus , regnum 
X xxx  5 Macedonia 
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x Caligula, 
54,5  5. 


*Nero5Antl- 
gonus,Com« 
modus,  with 
others. 

z 6.  Tuftin,  Au* 

4x10. 


y Theprodi'ga- 
Iity  of  Stage - 
playes. 
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Atque  ira  om- 
nia magnitude 
fie  norainisac 
maieftatis  ob- 
litus  no&e  in 
ftupri$5dicsin 
convivijs  oon- 
fumit.  Addun- 
turinftrumens 
ta  luxuriaetym* 
p#ia  , &c  tripu- 
dia:  ncc  iam 
lpe&ator,Rcx 
fed  magiftcr 
nequitiae3ner- 
Tomm  oble&a* 
menta  modu- 
tur. 

17*  Hcrodian, 
An.  41  jo. 

18.  Iuliui  Ca- 
pirolinns.  An, 
4?oo. 

29.  Trebcltius 
P«!lio,  Ann. 
4joo. 

}o.  AEHus 
Lampridius, 
An.  4?  00. 

3 1. Flavius  Vo- 
pifcus^n.4300 
?2.  Ammianus 
Marcellimis, 

An.  4370. 


CMacedoni 4,  Green  & tAfi*  cervicibus , vclutt  jugum 
fervitutis  tmponeret.  So  that  the  Athenians  and  ^ rar- 
ci an s Stage-cxpeuces.and  their  delight  in  S.age-playes, 
PJay-poccs  and  A&ors,  corrupted  their  manners,cmaf- 
eulated  their  prowJTe,  and  io  brought  them  into  fub- 
jeftion  unto  thofe , who  formerly  had  becne  captives 
unto  them  5 as  it  brought  the  Romans  into  bondage  to 
the  Gothes  and  Vandal  si  a^  Salvian  De  Gubernationc 
Dei  1 .6.  and  Carolus  Sigont  us,  De  occiientah  Imperio, 
/.  1./.  32  informe  us.  See*  Iufttn  lib , 30.^.254  to  the 
lame  purpole,  where  he  taxteh  Ptolcmie  for  dancing* 
finging,  and  playing.  The  27.  i s tierodia/ius } Hiftorise 
lib.  I • Ingolfiadij  1 6o8 ,p. 2 9*3  X*  5 to  74.8c  1.  3 p.267. 
to  282.  Vvhere  he  exceedingly  cenfureth  Co^modus  & 
Antoninus  the  firft , tor  delighting  in  Stage-player, 
Sword-play  es , A Hors  .Gladiators , and  pi  aping  the  Gladi- 
ator himfelfe , to  bis  perpetnall  infamyand  the  peoples 
grief e , contrary  to  his  imperiall dignity >and  the  earneft  in* 
treaty  of  bis  fiends  t which  by  confequencc  proved 
the  occafion  of  his  untimely  death.*  the  latter  for  his 
dancing  & delight  in  Stage-play es.  The  28,  29,  30,  3 r. 
are  I alius  Capitolinas , Hr  eb  cilia  s Pollio , Julius  Lam* 
pridius , and  Flavius  Vopifcus;  in  their  fore-quoted  pla- 
ces: A&.  6 . Scene  f.  p.  45**  in  the  margent;  where 
they  condemne  Heliogabalus*  Commodus , Verus .(fari- 
nas, the  Cj  aliens  and  other  Roman  Emperors  for fofterinjr 
Flayes  and  Flayers , on  whom  they /pent  much  treasure  & 
time^whereby  they  corrupted  their  owne , and  tikewife  the 
peoples  mindes  and  manners  to  their  et  email  infamy.  The 
3 2.  is  ^Amianus  Marcelltnus , Hift.  1. 28.  c*  o,  10.  Lon- 
don 1609.  p*  34°>  341*  ^42#  Where  he  firft  declaimes 
a^ainfl  the  Senators  and  Roman  Cj  entry,  for  their  play- 
haunting  & dice-play  ;then  again f the  float  h,  the  vanity 
&lewde  behaviour  of  the  commo  people  ■ who  flocked  thicl^ 
and  threefold  to  the  bafe  [ports  of  the  Theatre , where  the 
A Hon  were  fare  to  be  hi  fed  by  them  off  the  fiage  if  they 
had  not  with  Gome  money  bought  the  favour  of  the  abjcH 
multitude \ wbteh  then  did  nought  but  clamour,  fbout , 
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and raife  up  tumults,  The  3 3,34,35,36,  are  0W,  H?-  $3.0vid,An. 
rase  Juvenal,  and  Tropertius : 4 famous  Heathen  Poets,  ? JBHorace,Ai* 
who  in  their  feverall  forequoted  places,  Ad.6.  Scene  3.  ^ 

& 545-369, 3 70.3 7 1 ,4s 2, 4*3,454.  condemne  all  ^.Iuvenal, 

playes  and  tAttors,  as  into ller able  mij chiefes  in  a fate:  Aimoio. 
and  as  the  occasions  of  much  adultery,  v ill  any,  lewdnejfe, 
prodigality,  and  the  like  ; as  their  forequoted  teftimo- 
nies  more  largely  prove,  to  which  I fhall  referre  you. 

Tothefel  might  adde  (f.  Velleius  Paterculus,  Hift.I.i.  37.Patcrculas. 
Francofurti,  i6o2.p.i6.  T'^r^the Philofopher^pud  $ *Tauru^ 
Gellium,  Nodium  Attic.  I.20.C.4.  who  there  labours  to 
withdraw  his  [choller  from  Stagelayes,  with  a Jpeech  of  A - 
rifiotle. Together  with  Macro  the  Philofopher, tutor  to  j^Macro. 
Caius  Caligula ; whom  he  difluaded  from  Playes  and 
Players  : as  Philo  ludans , De  Legatione  ad  Caiuin,  p. 

1342.  records:  and  that  paflage  of  Tlantns , in  his  4°Plautus 
Captives  Prologus ,Raphdengij  16094  p.  105,  where  he 
Writes  thus.  Profetto  expedit  fabula  huic  operamdare: 

'l^on  pertrattatefatta  eft,  neqne  idem  ut  cat  era  : Neque 
fpHrcidici  infant  verfus  immemorabiles.  Hie  neqne  per - 
turns  leno  efl,  nec  meretrix  mala  &c.  An  infallible  evi- 
dence that  moft  Stage-play es  are  fau^ht  with  ribaldry ; 
with  bawdes,  with  whores  and  panders  parts  ; and  that 
fuch  Playes  are  lewd  and  vile,  not  fit  for  Pagan  (much 
lefle  for  Chriftian)  Auditors,  as  this  paflage  intimates. 

1 f then  all  thefe  40  feveral  Pagan  W riters,Philofophcrs, 

Hiftoriansj  Poets  of  chiefeft  note  , ( which  none  but 
Atheifts,or  men  more  desperately  wicked,dare  taxe  for 
Puritans)  have  thus  cenfured  Playes  and  Players,  as  in- 
tolerable mifehievous  evils,  even  in~a  heathen  Con> 
monweale ; taxing  all  fuch  for  vitious  unworthy  per- 
forms, who  countenance  or  applaud  them;  can  any  Chri- 
ftian be  fo  far  paft  fhame^paft  grace,  or  hopes  of  good- 
nefle,  as  once  to  patronize  them?  Alas,  with  what 
countenance  or  forehead  can  any  Chriftian  pleade  for 
Playes  or  Actors  as  tollerable  among  Chriftians,  which 
notonely  Plato,  Seneca  and  Tully , but  even  Ovid  and 
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z Pluscnim 
Hebet  Chrifti 
difcipulus  prae- 
ftarc,  quam 
mundi  phiio* 
Cophas.Hierom, 

d Et  putamus 
nos  falvos  elfe, 
quandoomnc 
impuritatis  fee 
lus-jomnis  im= 
pudicitiae  tur- 
pitude)^ Chri* 
flianis  admit- 
titnr  a barba- 
ris  vindicator? 
hie  nunc  illos 
qu^ro  qui  me- 
liorcs  nos  pu' 
tant  efle  quam 
barbaros,  im- 
pudicitiam  nos 
diligimuSjEth 
nici  cxecran- 
turjpuritattm 
nos  fugimus, 
illiamantdor- 
nicatio  apud 
illos  crimen  at- 
que  di (crimen 
eft,  apud  nos 
decus.  Et  pu- 
tamus  nos  ante 
Deum  pofte 
conftftere?  Sal- 
~vun.De  Guher. 
T>ei\.6,p,z^?9 

b Hierom.  Ep. 

c See  herep.^s. 
to  61.  & i. 
to  5 67. 

4 Scene  a,  3,4, 
J,bcfore. 


Propertius  too  have  long  fince  doomed,  as  unfit  for  Pa- 
gans ? W ith  what  aifurance  cm  any  one  J hie  htmfelfe 
a (z.)  Chriftian,  who  in  this  cale  or  Playes,  of  Actors, 
and  Inch  like  branded  evills,  comes  fhort  of  a i thefe 
Pagans  £ If  therefore  there  be  yet  any  fparkes  of  inge- 
nuity, modelty  3 grace  orgoodnelfe  remaining  yet  ia 
Chriflians,  whereby  they  may  manifeft  to  themfelves 
and  others,  that  they  are,  if  not  farre  betcer,  yet  at  lead 
as  good  as  all  thefe  Pagans:  let  them  now  at  laft  declare 
it  in  abandoning,  in  lupprertiug  Playes  and  Actors , 
which  they  have  long  fi  ice  ft  g.mtized  as  lewd  perni- 
cious evils.  Alas  what  an  intolerable  eclipse  and  ble- 
mifii  will  it  be  to  the  honour,  purity,  power  and  holincs 
of  Chriftian  religion  i (a)  what  a deffisrate  bazar  \ un- 
to ail  our  lollies.,  St  non  pr  aflat  fides  quod  exhibuit  inft- 
delitas?  if  Chriftians  fhouid  fall  ihorcof  Paga  »s  in  con- 
demning P ayes  and  Actors,  and  prove  • b ) farre  worfc 
than  they , as  too  too  many  doe  i As  therefore  w - defire 
to  (atilfie  our  owne  conlciencf  •:  and  others,or  to  fecure 
our  fou!es,that  we  are  reall  Ch»  naans  as  wed  n truth  as 
appellation , let  us  now  at  leaft  wife  equaf,  if  not  tran- 
feend  thefe  Pagans  in  anathematizing  and  renouncing 
Stage-piayes,  according  to  our  vow  in  baptifme,  which 
Pagans  never  made,  who  have  no  luch  ftrong  profefled 
folemne  engagements  agaitift  Playes^as  w c5(c)whohave 
our  baptifmall  covenant  to  btnde  us , the  concurring  ex- 
amples of  all  the  (d)  forementioned  primitive  Chriftians, 
Fathers , Councels,  and  moderns  Chriftian  JVr iters , to 
induce  us  to  it*  And  if  any  out  of  ignorance,  perverfe- 
nefteor  prophanefte , have  deemed  it  overmuch  prse- 
cifenefle  heretofore , to  imitate  the  piety  of  the  fore- 
quoted  primitive  or  moderne  Chriftians  from  age  to 
age,  in  Cenfuring,  in  renouncing  Stage-  playes  f as  exe- 
crable,lewd,  infamous  fpeccacies,  unfit  for  Chriftians: 
let  them  not  now  degenerate  fo  farre  beneath  them- 
felves, as  to  prove  worfe  than  Pagan?  in  this  cafe  of 
Playes^  (e)  whom  they  (hould  farre  excell : but  rather 
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fubfcribe  to  this  51  Play- refelling  Argument?  which  * Profeflio  c* 

will  certainly  condemne  and  (hame  them,  if  it  convince  mm rc!*gionif 

them  not ; with  which  I fliall  dole  up  this  Scene.  fon 

r bitura,  fed  au~ 

gee:  quia  adfumptio  rcligiofi  nominis, .(ponfio  eft  devotionis  : ac  per  hoctanto  plus 
qudpiam  debet  opere,quanto  plus  promilciit  profeftione.  Salttun.  tdEulpitn  Calk #. 


That  which  40  Heathen  Writers , Philofophers,  Hifto-  Argum.J  I. 
rians)  Orators  and  Poets  of  chief  (ft  note , have  u- 
nanmoujly  cenfured  , condemned  from  the  very 
principles  and  remainders  of  corrupt  nature  , and 
their  owne  experiment aH  knowledge  of  its  lewd 
pernicious  effects;  muft  doabtlejfe  beftnfull  and  al- 
together abominable  unto  Chrijhans  : Witneffe , 

Rom.*.  14,1^029  ler.  2. 10, 1 i.c.  18.13,14. 

Hut  thefe  40  recited  Heathen  Writers , "Philofophers, 

HiftorianSy  Orators , and  "Poets  of  chief  eft  note  , 
have  unanimoufly  cenfured  and  condemned  Stage- 
play  es,  from  the  very  principles  and  remainders  of 
corrupt  nature , and  their  owne  experiment  all  know- 
ledge of  their  many  lewd  pernicious  effefts:  Witnes 
the  premifes,  and  .Scene  5. 

Therefore  they  muft  doubt  leffe  be  finfulfand  altogether 
abominable  unto  Chriftians . 


ravae/frot  sevftiy  nksx'&np 

AcTVS  7.  SCENA  SEPTIMA.  v 

THe  feventh  Squadron  is  compofcd  of  fundiy  Pagan  y,  *. 

and  Chriftiati  States, Nations  Magiftrates,  Empe- 
rors, Princes  , who  have  excluded,  cenfured,  banifhed, 
fuppreffed  Playes&Ailors  as  the  greatefhnifchiefes.If  f See  Aft.  4. 
we  look  upon  Heathen  States  or  Nations, we  lhall  find  Sccne/*^^* 
the  (f)  ancient  Lacedemonians,  Athenians,  Grecians , ^mhours  there 
Romanes ,(fer manes,  CMafftlienCes,  (Scathes  and  Vandals:  QUOtcd. 
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£ Sec  Ad.  6 . 
Scene  p. 
448,4  4 954?8j 
to  4 66, 


& See  Ad.  6. 
Scene  5.P.467. 
& Ad.7.  Scene 
2.pjf2.to  557 
> See  Ad.  7. 
Scene  i.p.jf?. 
to  574. 

^ See  here  Ad. 
5.  Scene  8.  p. 
220.128.  to 
232.Sc  Ad  7. 

Scene3.p.<5^6, 
6c  Andreas 
FriciusDe  Re- 
publica  Emen- 
danda,lib.  i.c. 

1 7»&  2i.p«90. 

i See  Ad.  6. 
Scene  f.p. 

4^5. to  498, 


w See  here  p 
466,467.  & 
5 5 2.  to  <57. 
accordingly. 
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If  Dp  on  Heathen  Magiftrates,  Emperours,  or  Princes, 
vve  fhali  fee  ( £)  Licurgus,  Solon , 7* lata,  Socrates , 7%<?- 
miftocles  , Scipio  Traffic  a,  Trebonius  Rufrnus  , lunins 
Mauricus, together  with  Auguflus  C&far Tiber tus, Ne- 
ro ,Trajan , Marcus  Aurelius ,D omitid Julia ,&  the  whole 
Roman  Senate , excluding  fuppr  effing,  condemning  Playes 
and  *MElors,as  the  occafions  of  much  vice  and  lewdnejfe ; 
thefomenters  of  whore  dome  ,effeminacie , idlenefre,&c.  the 
corrupters  of  the  peoples  mindes  and  manners ; authors 

of  many  tumults, dif cords , dif orders  $ thecaufes  of  much 
prodigality  ,of  many  intoller  able  mifehiefes  in  a fate : as  I 
have  morelargly  manifefted,A(ft.<5.Scen.  $.4,5^0  20.011 
which  you  may  refleft.  If  we  looke  on  Chriftian  States 
or  Nations,  wee  fhall  difeerne  the  (h)  whole  State  and 
Nfation  of  the  Iewes  both  before  and  Jince  Chrifrs  time y 
together  with  (i)  all  the  primitive  (fhrtftians , the  (k^) 
Waldenfes,  ^Albigenfes , and  French  Protefrants  5 the 
(fines  ofCjeneva , Tigure , Bafil,  and  the  (l)  whole  State 
of  Sngland  in  fundry  <MEls  of  Parliament,  condemning , 
fuppr effing  Playes  and  Players,  as  mofl  prophane  unchri- 
ftian  Spectacles,  not  toller  able  in  any  (fhrifHan  Republike: 
Witnefte  Ad«6.Scene  3 4,5,12.  & A&# 7.  Scene  2,3,4, 
5.011  which  you  may  caft  your  eyes.  If  we  defire  any 
precedents  of  Chriftian  Emperors ,Princes,Magiftrates$ 
we  have  not  only  the  examples  of  Noah,  Melchi^edeck, 
Abraham,  1 'faac  Jacob  ,lofeph,Mofes  Jofhuah  ,D  avid,  So- 
lomon,  He^ekiah,  [of  ah,  with  other  godly  Patriarkes, 
Kings  and  Princes,  recorded  in  the  Scriptures  for  our 
Chriftian  imitation ; who  were  fo  farre  from  cherifh- 
ing  from  approving  Enterludes,  Mummeries,  Mafryues 
cr  St  age- playes# ither  in  their  Pallaces , Courts  or  King- 
domes  (as  too  many  Princes  fince  have  done)  that  we 
never  read  in  Scriptureyior  in  any  other  Story  whatfoe- 
ver,tbat  they  were  fo  much  as  once  experimentally  ac- 
quainted with  them  ; (m )the  whole  Iewifh  Nation(fome 
few  A pofi ate s onely  excepted)  oppugning  them  from  time 

to  time  (and  fo  by  conlequence  thsfe  Patriarkes,  Magi- 

ftrares 
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ftrates  and  Princes  too  ) as  oppofiteto  their  religion, man- 
ners, lawes  and  government,  as  Lhave  elfewhere  largely 
proved:  (Which  me  thinks fhould  fomewhat  move  all 
Chriftian  Princes  & Governors  to  abandon  Scagep  aies 
now,  fince  they  can  finde  no  King,  no  pious  perfou  in 
all  the  Bible,  that  ever  harboured  or  beheld  them  here-  „ $ee  A&.  5. 
tofore:)But  likewife  the  patterns  off  n)^onfiantine,The-  Scene  f p. 4 68. 
odofius,  Leo,  Anthemius , Iuftinian , Val eminian , Valent , to  47  2.  & Act. 
Grattan,  [0)  fharles  the  Great , T heodortcus , Henry, the  7*  Scene  3.  p, 

Fmperour  of  that  name,  Philip  Auqufus  Kina  of  1’*!? 
r r cJ  * \ rt  -a-  / 1 -J  1 *fi  0 Sec  BccheIJns 

trance^ our  ramousf p)~lH,€cn  blizabeth , & her  ( cun,' el,  Decree  Eccle- 

with  our  London  CMagiftratcs  , and  Vniverfities  m her  fix  GnJl. !.  4. 
raigne,  who  all  fuppreffed, inhibited  Stage-play es, Sword-  Tit  1.  c,  jo.&: 
playes , and  Aid  or  s , as  unfit  ffer  able  mtfehiefes  in  any  * u,Ia  c 6,V* 
Chrittian  State  or  City.  To  thefe  I might  adde  * Lodo-  JseeAfo  6< 
vicusthe  Smperour , who  by  his  publike  Edids  (a-  Scene ?.p. 
grecingverbatim  with  the  the  7-&8ibrequored  Canons  48p.to4p^ 
oiSy  nodus  Turoronfis  3^.589,590. ) inhibited  all  0%-  * Fredericus 
rtifiers  all  Clergy  men  from  Stage-play es  , hunting,  hau - c^dcxLeoum 
king&c.  Together  with  {q)C  Varies  theg. and  Henry  j.  Antiquamm™. 
of  France,  (who  by  their  lolemne  Lawes  and  edicts  pro - 1165. 
hibited  all  St age-play  es , all  dancing  on  Lordf-day  es ,or  0 - f SeeBochclIus 
ther  folemne  annnah  fefiivals,  under  paine  of  imprifon.  Decreta  Ecclef. 
ment , and  other  penalties  to  he  infilled  by  the  Magi-  2a\**7*fgj* 
firatesf)  and  our  owne  mod  gracious  Soveraigne  Lord,  5 p } 

King  Char  le  s ; who  together  with  the  whole  Court  riCar.cap.i. 
of  Parliament,  in  the  firft  yeare  of  his  Hignefle  Raigne,  j^ce  **  ^ 6* 
ena&ed  this  moft  pious  Play-con demning  Law.(intitu-  \vhichemoyns 
led,  (r)  An  AH  for  publifhmg  of  divers  abufes  committed  mcn  to  fpend 
on  the  Lor  df  day, called  Sunday  .)F or  afmuch  as  there  is  no-  the  Lords  day 
thingmore  acceptable  to  (jod , than  the  true  and  finccre  onely  & whol4i 

worfljip  of  him, according  to  his  holy  will, and  that  the * ho-  ^ bearing 
/ 1 r 1 T 1^1  ■ • n r i nnd  reading  of 

ty  keeping  of  the  Lords  day , is  a principall part  of  the  true  q0js  worcf  la 

fervice  of  God , which  in  very  many  places  ofthisRealme  prayer  and 

hath  beene,  and  now  is  profaned  and  ne^lecled  by  a difbr-  praifes  unto 

derly  fort  of  people,  in  exercifinv  and  frequenting  Beare-  God,and  *uck 

baiting,  IBull-baitingiE  nte  r lv  des^Co  mmon  ^t^rsKll^IOU$ 

Tyyyi  Playes 
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* Which  in- 
eludes  Dan. 
cing.  Dicing^ 
Bowling ; 
Cards, and  all 
other  games 
and  (ports  3 
which  arcun* 
Iawfull  on  this 
day.  See  all  the 
forequoted 
Counceis,Ca- 
nons,and  Im- 
perial! Confti* 
ilutionSjAft.7. 
Scene  3.  & Ad. 
5.  Scene  8.  p. 
a4o.to  244.  & 
Dr.  Featly  his 
Handmaid  of 
Demotion  Edit. 
**p.4-98,accor- 
Singly. 

This  claufe 
extends  to  all 
whogoeoutof 
their  pari fhes 
to  unlawfull 
(ports  or  paf* 
times. 

^ Thisclaufe 
extends  to  all 
who  ufe  any 
unlawful! 

1 ports  or  pas- 
times within 
^heir  ownepa- 
riflies. 


P L A Y E s , and  * other  unlawfull  exercifes  and  paihmes, 
upon  the  Lords  day , And  for  that  many  cjuarr  ells , bloods 
/beds,  and  other  great  inconveniences  have  growne  by  the 
re  fort  and  concotirfe  of  people  going  out  of  their  owne  pa- 
rijhes  to  fuch  difordered  and  unlawfull  exercifes  and  paf 
times,  negleEling  Devine  fervice  both  in  their  owne pa- 
ri/hes and  elfewhere.  Be  it  enabled  by  the  Kings  mofl  ex • 
cellent  ALajefly  ,t he  Lords  fpirituall  and  temporall,and  the 
Commons  m this  prefent  Parliament  af[cmbled,and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  fame  fTh  at  from  and  after  40  dayes  next 
after  the  end  of  this  Seffion  of  Parliament  a jfe  mb  led,  there 
fall  be  no  meetings , ajfemblies  or  concourfe  of  people  out 
of  * their  owne  pari/hes  on  the  Lords  day  within  this 
Realme  of  England,  or  any  the  Dominions  thereof  for  a- 
ny  /ports  or  paffimes  whatfoever : nor  any  Bull-baiting 9 
Be  are-baiting,  Enterlvdes,  Common  Pl  Ay  Es,or 
other  unlawfull  exercifes  or  paflimes  ufed  by  any  perfon  or 
perfons  * within  their  owne  pari/hes  : and  that  every  per- 
fon or  perfons  offending  in  any  the  premifes  fall  forfeit 
for  every  offence  3 (hillings  4 pence:  the  fame  to  be  employ- 
ed and  converted  to  the  ufe  of  the  poore  of  the  Parijh  where 
fuch  offences  (ball  be  committed.  And  that  any  one  luflice 
of  the  peace  of  the  County , or  the  chief e Officer  or  Officers 
of  any  (fitte, Borough  orTowne  Corporate  where  fuch  of 
fence  (ball be  comitted,  upon  bin  or  their  view , or  confeffloK 
of  the  part  ie , or  proofe  of  any  one  or  more  witneffe  by  oath , 
which  the  faid  luflice  or  chtefe  Officer  or  Officers  by  ver- 
tue  of  this  aft  (hall  have  authority  to  minifler,  [hall  fnde 
any  perfon  offending  tn  the  premifes ; the  faid  luflice 
or  chiefe  Officer  or  Officers  , fljall  give  warrant  under 
his  or  their  hand  and  feale  to  the  Con  flab  tes  or  Church- 
wardens of  the  Parifb  or  Pari/hes  where  fuch  offence 
[hall  bee  committed , to  levie  the  faid  penalty  fo  to  bee 
a/feffed  , by  way  of  diftreffe  and  / ale  of  the  goods  of 
every  fuch  offender  , r endring  to  the  faid  offendors  the  o- 
verplus  of  the  monie  rai/ed  of  the  faid  goods  fo  to  be  folde • 
And  m default  of  fuch  di(lr  effe,  that  the  party  eff ending 
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be  fet  pub  likely  in  the  ftockes  by  the  [pace  of  three  houres. 
Which  A<51,  being  to  continue  unto  the  end  of  the  firfi 
Seffionofthenext  ParlUmet,only:  was  fince  recontinued 
by  the  Statute  of  3.  Caro  heap.  4.  and  lo  it  remaineth 
dill  in  force : So  that  if  it  were  as  diligently  executed, 
as  it  was  pioufly  enaded,it  would  fiipprefle  many  great 
abufes  i^both  within  the  letter  and  intent,  which  is  very 
large)  that  are  yet  continuing  among  us  to  Gods  difho- 
nour,  and  good  Chriftians  griefe  in  too  many  places  of 
our  Kingdome;  which  our  Iudices,our  inferiour  Magi- 
fttates  might  foone  reforme,  would  they  but  fet  them- 
felves  ferioufly  about  it , as  fbme  here  and  there  have 
done.  If  then  all  thefe  Pagan  , thefe  Chridian  Nations, 
Republickes,  Emperors, Princes.,Magidrate$, have  thus 
abandoned, cenfured,fupprefled  Playes  and  Players, from 
time  to  time, as  mod  intollerable  pernicious  evils  in  any 
State  or  City, how  can, ho  w dare  we  now  to  j'uftify  the, 
as  harmelefle,cornendable,or  ufefull  recreations? What, 
are  we  wifer,  are  we  better  than  all  thefe  Pagan  Sages  5 
than  all  thefe  judicious  Chri Ilian  Worthies,  who  have 
thus  abandoned,  fupprefled  Playes  and  Aftors,  out  of  a 
long  experimental!  knowledge  of  their  many  vitious 
lewd  effects  ? Or  are  we  afhamed  to  be  like  our  ance- 
ilors  in  judgement , in  opinion,  as  wee  are  in  tonfure, 
complement,  habit  and  attire  in  this  age  of  Novelties , 
which  (f)  likes  of  nothing  that  is  older  common,  ( though 
(t)  fitch  things  commonly  arethebefi  of  ad,)  that  wee 
thus  undervalue  the  resolutions  of  all  former  ages  in 
this  cafe  of  Playes  and  Players,  preferring  our  owne 
wits  and  lulls  before  them  i O let  us  beaOiamed  now 
at  lad  to  countenance,  to  pleade  for  that,  which  the  ve- 
ry bed, the  wifed Heathen , yea  Chridian  Nations, 
States  and  Magidrates  of  all  forts,have  thus  branded  and 
cad  out  as  lewd,  as  vitious , as  abominable  in  the  very 
highed  degree$&  let  us  now  fubmit  our  judgments, our 
pra&ife,  luds  and  foolifh  fanlies  to  their  deliberate  ma- 

H.tretitos  libt  et  Vincent  tut  Lermnjis  ndyerfm  pY9$han<u  Hareticorum 
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f Omnia  debi- 
turn  ordinem 
deferunt,  hoe 
eft  luxurise  pro. 
prium,  gaudere 
perverfis,  nec 
tantum  difee- 
dere  a redo  fed 
quam  longiftu 
me  a hire.  Res 
fordida  cft,trita 
ac  vulgari  via 
viverc.Talis  ho- 
rum  contraria 
omnibus  non 
regio  fed  vita 
eft.  Caufa  ta- 
men  prarcipua 
mihi  videtur 
hulas  morbi 
vita?  communis 
fa  ft  id  iu.  Quo- 
mod©  cultu  fe 
a c^reris  di- 
ftinguunt  9 
quomodo  e!e. 
gantia  caenaru, 
mundiciis  ve« 
biculorum,  (ic 
volunt  etiam 
feperare  tern* 
porum  difpofi. 
tione:  nolunt 
folita  peccarc, 
quibus  peccan* 
di  praemium^v 
infamia  eft. 
Senern  Epi(}, 
in. 

t Iliud  melius 
et  verius  quod 
antiquius.7V»"* 
tuQian  Tie  Pr*. 
feript:  ddvtrfi# 

nouitattu 
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ture  experimental!  cenfures;abominating,  condemning 
Playes  and  Players, if  not  exiling  them  our  Cities  coalts 
and  Countrey, as  all  thefe  have  done:  arming  our  felves 
with  peremptory  refolutions  againft  all  future  Stage- 
playes,  with  this  5 2 Play-oppugning  Syllogifme,  with 
which  I fhali  terminate  this  Scene. 

7 ‘hatwhich  the  ancient  Lacedemonians,  Athenians, 
Grsecians,Romans,Germanes,  Maflilienfes,  Bar- 
barians, Gothes  and  Vandals  5 the  whole  Iewifh 
Natio  nofold^divers  £ hr  i ft  tan  Countries, Cit- 
ties  fence : together  with  many  <T>aganimany  (fhri- 
ftian  Repub  lickes , CMagiftrates,  Emper ours, Prin- 
ces in  fever  all  ages  ana  places , have  cenfured , a- 
bandoned , rejetted,fupprejfed,  as  a moft  pernicious 
evilly  as  a very  feminary  of  all  vice  and  mckednefte^ 
mu  ft  certainly  be  finfull , execrable , and  altogether 
unlawfull  unto  (fhriFHans  : fVitneJfe,  Rom.  1 3.  6. 
c.  1 3«i*  toS,  1 Pet.2.13,14. 

But  fuch  is  the  cafe  and  condition  of  Stage-play es  : as 
the  premifes , and  .Scene  5.  &c.  moft  plenti- 

fully evidence. 

Therefore  they  muft  certainly  be  finfull , execrable , and 
altogether  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians . 


YO  V have  feene  now  Courteous  Readers  7 feverall 
Squadrons  of  unanfwerable  Authorities  encounte- 
ring Stage-playes  and  Acflors,  and  giving  them  fuch  an 
onlet,  as  I hope  will  put  them  with  their  Patrons  quite 
to  route,  lo  that  they  fhall  never  be  able  to  make  head 
againe ; their  forces  being  fo  weake,  fo  few,  that  they 


Chorvs, 


cannot 
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cannot  bring  one  Counceil,one  Father,  one  ancient,  one 
moderne  Chriftian  or  Pagan  Writer  of  any  note  into 
the  field,  to  maintaine  their  caufe , againft  this  army- 
royall  of  Play-condemning  Authorities  , which  I have 
here  muttered  up  againft  them.  It  is  not  their  long 
fince  conquered  and  confuted  (v)  Lodge  or  (x)  Hay- 
wood  (two  fcribling  hackney  Players, their  ouely  profei- 
fed  printed  Play-Champions  that  I know  of,)  who  can 
withttand  their  all-conquering  troopes  ; which  either 
feverall,or  united , are  impregnable  ; able  to  over- po- 
wer to  vanquilh  all  the  forces , that  the  whole  world 
can  raife  againft  them.Let  it  therefore  be  your  wifdome 
now  at  laft  to  take  the  beft,  the  ftrongeft  fide,  not  onely 
in  quality,  but  in  number  too.  Stage-playes  and  Acftors, 
( as  the  foregoing  Scenes  declare;)  have  bin  oppugned, 
condemned  in  all  ages,  all  places,  by  all  forts  of  men ; 
Iewes  and  Gentiles, Greekes  and  Barbarians,  Chriftians 
and  Pagans •,  Emperours,  Magiftrates,  people.  Writers 
of  all  forts,have  bent,  not  onely  their  hearts  and  judge- 
ments, but  their  very  hands,  their  tongues,  their  pens 
and  power  againft  them:  Yeathofe  who  are  dead  and 
rotten  long  agoe,  ftill  fight  againft  them  in  their  furvi- 
ving  worses  : (y ) ( Licet  ojfa  jacent , calamus  bellage - 
rit:)  and  they  will  one  day  rife  up  in  judgement  (as  they 
doe  now  in  armcs)  againft  us,  if  we  fubmit  not  to  them. 
Let  us,  O let  us  not  therefore  be  any  longerbefo  te  , 
befooled  with  thefe  lewd  ftigmatized  Playes  or  Adors, 
as  we  have  beene  in  former  times  ; but  fince  all  Ages, 
all  Nations  , »(yea  thofe  who  loved  them  beft  and  moft 
at  firft,to  wit,the(*)^r<f<f£/  and  Romans )together  with 
all  primitive  and  moderne  pious  Chriftians,  Fathers, 
Councels,  W riters,  have  thus  unanimoufiy,  fucceffive- 
ly  condemned,  renounced  them,  let  us  abominate  and 
rejed  them  too.  It  was  the  branded  infamie  of  the 
Iewes,  (a)  that  they  p leafed  not  God,  and  were  contrary 
to  all  men  \ and  will  it  not  be  ours  too,  if  all  thefe  Au- 
i thorities  will  not  fwayus?  If  Scriptures,  Councels, 

Fathers 


7'9 

v His  Play  o£ 
Playes. 

* His  Apology 
for  Afters. 


y Philippus  Lo* 
fticeruSjTiirci- 
cx  Hiftorise, 

].x.f*34.b. 


z See  Aft.  6, 
Scene  5. 


a xThe(T,i.f  fa 
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Argum.j*. 


ture  cxpcrimentall  cenfuresjabominating,  condemning 
Playes  and  Players, if  not  exiling  them  our  Cities  coails 
and  Countrey, as  all  thefe  have  done:  arming  our  felves 
with  peremptory  refolutions  againft  all  future  Stage- 
playes,  with  this  5 2 Play-oppugning  Syllogifme,  with 
which  I ihall  terminate  this  Scene. 

7 ‘hat  which  the  ancient  Lacedemonians,  Athenians, 
Grsccians,Romans,Germanes,  Maflilienfes,  Bar- 
barians, Gothes  and  Vandals  5 the  whole  Iewifh 
Nation  ofold-9divers  fhriftian  Countries, Cit- 
ties  fince : together  with  many  "Eagan, many  fhri- 
ftian  Repubhckes , CM  a gift  rates,  Emper ours, Prin- 
ces in  fever  all  ages  ana  places  , have  cenfured,  a- 
bandoned,  rejetted,  fupprejfed,  as  a moft  pernicious 
evill , as  a very  feminary  of  all  vice  and  wickedneffe-, 
muft  certainly  be  fin  full,  execrable , and  altogether 
unlawfull  unto  fhrittians  : fVitneJfe , Rom.  1 3.  6. 
c.  1 3.1.  to  8. 1 Pet.2.13,14. 

But  fuch  is  the  cafe  and  condition  of  Stage -playes : as 
the  premifes , andcsftt  .6. Scene  5.  &c,  mo  ft  plenti- 
fully evidence. 

Therefore  they  muft  certainly  be  finfull,  execrable , and 
altogether  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians . 


YO  V have  feene  now  Courteous  Readers  7 feverall 
Squadrons  of  unanfwerable  Authorities  encounte- 
ring Stage-playes  and  Adlors,  and  giving  them  fuch  an 
onfet,  as  I hope  will  put  them  with  their  Patrons  quite 
to  route,  1 o that  they  fhall  never  be  able  to  make  head 
againe;  their  forces  being  fo  weake,  fo  few,  that  they 


p 1 4.  ,*/*\*/v  */*\dera.- 


Chorvs. 


cannot 
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cannot  bring  one  Councell,one  Father,  one  ancient,  one  v His  Play  o£ 
naoderne  Chriftian  or  Pagan  Writer  of  any  note  into  p,fiv.es\ 


.*  His  Apology 


for  Adors. 


the  field,  to  maintaine  their  caufe , againft  this  army- 
royali  of  Play-condemning  Authorities  , which  I have 
here  muttered  up  againft  them.  It  is  not  their  long 
fince  conquered  and  confuted  (v)  Lodge  or  (x)  Hay- 
wood (two  Icribiing  hackney  Flayers, their  ouely  profei- 
fed  printed  Play- Champions  that  I know  of,)  who  can 
withftand  their  all-conquering  troopes ; which  either 
feverall,or  united , are  impregnable  ; able  to  over- po- 
wer to  vanquilh  all  the  forces , that  the  whole  world 
ean  raife  againft  them. Let  it  therefore  be  your  wifdome 
now  at  laft  to  take  the  beft,  the  ftrongeft  fide,  not  onely 
in  quality,  but  in  number  too.  Stage-playes  and  A&ors, 

( as  the  foregoing  Scenes  declare;)  have  bin  oppugned, 
condemned  in  all  ages,  all  places,  by  all  forts  of  men ; 

Iewes  and  Gentiles, Greekes  and  Barbarians,  Chriftians 
and  Pagans,  Emperours,  Magiftrates,  people.  Writers 
of  all  forts,have  bent,  not  onely  their  hearts  and  judge- 
ments, but  their  very  hands,  their  tongues,  their  pens 
and  power  againft  them:  Yeathofe  who  are  dead  and 
rotten  long  agoe,  ftill  fight  againft  them  in  their  furvi- 
ving  worses  : (j ) ( Licet  ojfa  jaeent , calamus  bellage-  y Philippus  Le- 
nt: J and  they  will  one  day  rife  up  in  judgement  (as  they  ^CC^^C1’ 
doe  now  in  armcs)  againft  us,  if  we  fubmit  not  to  them, 

Let  us,  O let  us  not  therefore  be  any  longer  befo  te  , 
befooled  with  thefe  lewd  ftigmatized  Playes  or  Atftors, 
as  we  have  beene  in  former  times  5 but  fince  all  Ages, 
all  Nations  , *(yea  thofe  who  loved  them  beft  and  moft  z Sce  ^ e% 
at  firft,to  wit,th <jreeks  and  Romans )togcther  with  scene  5/ 
all  primitive  and  moderne  pious  Chriftians,  Fathers, 

Councels, Writers,  have  thus  unanimoufty,  fuccelfive- 
ly  condemned,  renounced  them,  let  us  abominate  and 
rejeft  them  too.  It  was  the  branded  infamie  of  the 
Iewes,  (a)  that  they  p leafed  not  God , and  were  contrary  a iThe(T,i.i  f * 
to  all  men  \ and  will  it  not  be  ours  too,  if  all  thefe  Au- 
thorities will  not  fwayus?  If  Scriptures,  Councels, 

Fathers, 
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c Sec  Aft.  6 • 
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rfSce  Aft.rf. 
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Contra  Sym« 
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Bib.Pat«Tom* 
2.B.5c 

Lipfiusde  Am. 
phitheatrolib. 
c.zo. 


Fathers;  if  Chriftian,  if  Pagan  Writers,  Nations,  Cit- 
ties,  Republickes,  Emperours,  Magiftrates,  Kings,  and 
Edicfts  thus  levered,  thus  united, will  not  ftir,  nor  draw 
us  from  our  Stage-playes,Play-houfesand  Aftors,what 

then  can  we  conclude  of  our  felves  but  this  ; ( b ) that 
Cjod  hath  given  us  over  to  an  impenitent  heart ,a  reprohate 
fence,  a cauterized  conscience,  if  not  to  firong  delufions,  to 
heleeve,  to  affed  thefe  lying  Playes  and  Fables ; that  we 
all  might  be  damned, who  will  not  beletve  the  truth,  which 
all  thefe  Witnelfes  have  confirmed ; but  take  pleafure 
in  unrighteoufneffe , in  ungodly  Playes  and  Aftors, 
( c)whtch  leade  their  followers  to  defir  uClion,  and  without 
repentance  plunge  them  into  hell  for  ever , amids  thofe 
filthy  Divels,  whofe  dilavowed  pompes  and  workes  , 
they  deeme  their  chiefeft  pleafures.  Let  us  therefore 
earneftly  pray  to  God,  to  open  our  eares,  that  we  may 
heare:  to  incline  our  hearts  that  we  may  bcleeve^what 
alithele  teftifie  andaverre  of  Stage-playes  ; thatfo  now 
at  laft  we  may  take  our  finall  farewell  ofthem,  ( d ) as  all 
true  penitent  (fhrifiians  have  done  before  us , and  never 
returne  unto  them  more,  to  Gods  difhonour,  the  Re- 
publickesdammage,  or  our  owne  eternall  ruine;  con- 
cluding from  henceforth  of  all  Stuge-plajes,  zWamphi- 
theatrical l Spectacles,  as  Prudentius,  that  worthy  Chri- 
ftian Poet,  did  many  hundred  yeares  agoe  a 

(e)  Heulejuid  vefani  ftbi  vult  ars  impia  ludi? 

Ha  funtdelicia  Iov  IS  Infernali  S;  in  iftls 

Arbiter  obfeuri  placidus  requiefett  zAverni. 

And  then  we  neede  no  more,  no  other  arguments  to 
diffwade  us  from  refort  to  Stage-playes,  when  we  fhall 
thus  adjudge  them,  the  chief efi  delights  of  the  infernali 
Divel  love,  who  refts  well  plea  fed,  well  delighted  with 
them,  as  too  manv  carnall  Chriftians  doe;  who  will  one 
day  rue  it,  when  it  is  too  late,  if  they  now  repent  it  not 
in  time. 

Actvs 
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a f*\£/3  ;t/#K  'jgy&ry  .< 

Actvs  8.  Scena  Prima. 


HAving  thus  at  large  evinced  the  unlawfulnefle  a Ad  excufan* 
ofStage-playes  by  Reafons,by  Authorities*,  I das  cxcufatio* 
come  now  to  Refute  thole  milerable  Apolo-  !^cs 
gies,thofe  value  pretences,  or  ( ajexcufes  ra-  chrSSwtem 
ther,  which  their  Advocates  oppofein  theif  defence;  non  arte  illu. 
the  moll  of  which  are  already  anfwered  to  my  hands,  ditur.  uicrom. 
Apologies  for  Stage-playes  are  of  great  antiquity.  Ter-  *f-9* 
tullian  in  his  booke  rDe  SpeBaculis,  cap.  i32,  3.  &$. 
brings  in  the  Pagan  Romans,  (Vhofe  ( b )confciences  the 
pleajures  ofthefe  enchanting  Enter  hides  had  bribed  japo-  norantiam  pro* 
logizin gfor  their  Vlayes  with  great  ( c)  acutenejfe  ; the  telct  in  occafl- 
feare  of  lofing  thefe  their  fee  alar  plsafures  adding  a kinde  °?cm»  ec  con” 
of  Jbarpnejfe  to  their  wits.  I finde  St.  Cyprian  complai-  rumpat Tn  dif- 
nitlg,  (d)  that  the  vigour  of  Ecclefiaflic all  difeiplinewas  fimulationcm* 
fo  far  re  enervated  in  his  age , and  fo  precipitated  into  aututrumque. 
worfe  in  all  dtjfolut enejfe  of  vice;  that  vices  were  not  onely  TertuU,  De  Spe* 
excufed,  but  authorized ; there  wanting  not  fttch  fatte-  1 • . 

ring  isfdvocates  and  indulgent  Tatrons  of  naught ineffe  en7^cUmen= 
who  gave  authority  unto  vices  ; and  which  was  worfe , fatrixlibi  vide. 
converted  the  very  cenfure  of  the  heavenly  Scriptures  into  tur  ignorantia 
ajuflification  of  crimes  and  Stage-playes  ; producing  fome  Humana,  Pra?#- 
texts  of  Scripture  tn  defence  ofVUjes  as  well  as  rea- 
ions;  which  this  Father  at  large  retehs.  The  like  Play-  denaudiisetde 
apologies  of  voluptuous  Pagans  5 1 reade  recorded  in  fru&ibus  fe* 

culi  metuet  a- 

wincre.Tntul.llftd.  A Nam  et  eoiifqueenervatus  eft  F.cclefiafticcedifciplinse  vigor,  ct 
ira  omni  langu*re  vitiorum,  prajdpitatur  in  peius,  ut  iam  non  vitiisexculatiofcdau- 
thoritasdeturjquonia  non  defunt  vitiorum  allcrtorcs  b'andi  etindulgentcs  patroni  qui 
prsertant  vitiis  authoritatemiet  quod  cftdetci  ius,ccn(uram  beripturarum  ccelefliumin 
advocationem crimmtim  ct  fpedaculoriim  com  ertunt  &c. CyprUn de SvySlatStb. 

Zz,z,zy  Arnobius , 
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r Adverb  Gen-  (e)zA'rnobius,(f)Chryfoftomey(g)Auguftine,  and  {h) 
tes  i.7*p«  «jz»  Salvum  j who  anlwer  them  to  the  full.  And  as  thefe 
fH^rn*  8 in  Fagans  ofolde,  fo  fome  who  would  be  deemed  Chri- 
Matth.&  Horn,  ftians  now,  (as  namely  one  Thomas  Lodge , a Play-poet, 
g.  DcDavidc  in  his  Play  of  PUyes , and  one  Thomas  Haywood  a Play- 
er Saule.  er,  ii  his  apology  for  ssfttors ,)  have  lately  pleaded  as 
£ ^^onfenfu  |iarcj  for  SCage-playes,  as  ever.  ( i ) Demetrius  did  for 
fi'^c  his  great  Diana  : ) whole  feverall  allegations  in  the 

Civit.  Dei  l.x.  behalfc  of  Piayes  are  foledlyrefelled;  by  c JMr.  Stephen 
c.zg.  5c  1.6,c.  Goffovy  in  his  PUyes  confuted:  by  th  z Ant  hour  of  the 
5 3.  BUft  of  Retrait  frorru  Piayes  arid  Theaters-  by 

h Dc  Guberna*  JS^orthbroobg , in  his  Treatife  againfl  vainePldfes 
1^.14  to  and  Enter  lade  s ^ by  Dr.  Rainolds,  in  his  Overthrow  of 
z9t  Stage  ••piayes : by  /;  G:  in  his  Refutation  of  the  Apologie 

k Sec  Aft  7.  f0^  A ft  or  s , (which  you  may  perufe  at  leifure  ) and  by 

fundry  others  f kj  forerecited,  whom  I fpare  to  men- 
tion. The  Players, the  Play-patrons  of  our  prefent  age, 
as  their  caufe  is  worfe,  fo  (l)  their  Pleas  for  Piayes  are 
no  other, no  better  than  thofe  of  former  times  r which 
neede  no  other  replies  then  what  thefe  Fathers , thefe 
Authours  have  returned:  yet  fincetheir  anfweres  are 
now  growne  oblolete  , and  our  (m)  Play- Advocates 
per  fevering  m their  former  filly  y proceede  to  jufhfie  one 
vanme,  one  falfhood  with  another , dijputing  much  for  the 
lawftill  ufe  of  Stage-play  es  ( perchance  to  exercife  or  de- 
clare their  witts  in  the  unhappy  patronage  ofevill  things : ) 

T fhalL  therefore  addreiTe  my  felfe  to  give  a latiffafiory 
anfwer  to  al*  their  chiefe  Play-propugning  Objections, 
that  lb  I may  pu:  them  to  perpetuall  lilence. 

nben-avcrintconftantetin  fluhitia  perfeverant,  etvan’srana  defcndunt-ni/i  quod  eos 
interdum  putoautioci  caufa  philofophari  aut  Drudentcsct  feios  m mdacta  defenden- 
dafufdpere,  quafi  iningeniafua  in  maiis  rebus  cxerceantvcl,  oliend&n*  Lzclvittus- 
Ve  Vat) a S.ipuntiad.  J.M4. 

Objection  1.  The  firft,  if  not  the  belt  Argument  in  defence  of 
Stage-play  es5may  be  call  into  this  forme. 

T hat  which  is  not  prohibited,  but  rather  approved  and 

commended 


Scene 
/ Nulli  enim 
pecca tori  deed 
impudens  prae* 
textus  &c.  Sed 
hi  quidemfunt 
prnetextusqui 
nihil  habrnt 
ration  is,  nec  fe 
uilo  iure  pof^ 
funtdefendere. 
Cbryfifi.How  in 
Vfi  1 40.  Tun 
1.  Col.  1 1 ic. 
CyD. 

m Quid  dicam 
de  i is  nelcio  , 
qui  cum  (emel 
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commended  by  the  Scripture,  cannot  be  jinfutl  nor  # Theatrum  dt 


(fhriftipns.  intus  infpicie- 

The  Major  being  unqueftionable,  the  Minor  may  be  *?nt,  unclc  a 
thus  confirmed.  Atts  i 9. 29, $ 1 .there  is  mention  made  cPrLce  Theatr? 
of  the  Theatre  at  Ephefus , (n)  a place  wherein  Plajes  nomen  acce* 
were  ailed : and  in  the  1 Cor.  4.9.  St . Paul  writes  of  pit .BtdainMta 
himlelfe  and  of  the  other  Chriftians  in  this  age : We  are  Jpf 
made  a Theatre  or  Spectacle  unto  the  world,  unto  Angels,  De 

and  to  men. To  which  may  be  added  the  1 Kings  13.8.  °A. 

1 Kings  16.14.1s  M.ll  12.  I Cor.y.  24,  25.  & p08.ltid.C0I. 

* 15.22. Eph. 6.1 1, ii,i 3, T4. which mentio horfes, chart-  671. 
ot  s, r aces, du  els, comb  at  es:  alluding  to  the  Olympian  games , * See  Ambrofe, 
the  Roman  Circus, Sword-play  es, and  other  amphitheatri - xheo- 

call  SpeUacles, which  thefe  Scriptures  feeme  to  juftifie  5 doret3Primafi- 
and  fb  by  confequence  Stage-playes  too , which  are  in  us,  Sedulius, 
the  felfefame  predicament.  Remigius,Bc* 

da,Haymo,An% 

fclme,  Oecumcnius,  Theophylaft,  HRabanus  Maurus,  Lyra,  Toftatus,  Gorrhan, 
Aretius,Mufculus,Calvin,Marlorat,and  others  Ibidem,  fomeof  which  take  it  littes 
rally, that  St.Paul  did  actually  fight  with  beafb  in  the  Theatre  at  Ephefus. 

To  this  I anfwer  firft ; though  Stage-play  es  are  not  Anfw*\. 
exprefly  condemned  in  the  Scripture  by  name,  yet  they  0 Aft.7.Scen.f, 
are  in  other  generall  tearmes  ( as  well  as  Apoftafie,  A-  2 , 

theifme,  poyfoning,  Inceft,and  fuch  other  finnes  whofe  p Iofc 4US  An. 
names  wefinde  not  in  the  text)  as  I have  (0)  already  tiquJudacorum 
proved  : So  that  both  the  Major  and  Minor  arc  falfe.  Lm.c.ii.  Sec 
Secondly,  I anfwer,  that  the  reafon  why  Stage-playes  A£*.7.Sccnc 
are  not  by  name  condemned  in  the  Scripture  is,  becaufe  5 \ * 

the  penmen  of  it  being  Iewes,  were  unacquainted  with  Eph.zX£  c.4* 
Stage-playes  , ( p ) which  the  Iewes  would  not  admit , as  i7.to  15.1  Cor* 
being  oppojtte  to  their  religion  , and  pernicious  to  their  10.20,21,22* 
State:  wherefore  they  condemne  them  onely  under  Tlt**- $•  R‘om« 
thofe  generall  termes, ! cy)  of  Idolatry , fieri  fees  of  Idols,  j 
vanities  of  the  Gentiles , rudiments  and  cuflomes  of  the  Za^,\6.  See 
Z zzzl  world , Aft.7»Sccncia 


unlaw  full  unto  f hrislians . 


locus  lemiciri 


Hut  Stage-playes  are  not  prohibited,  but  rather  appro - 

ved  and  commended  by  the  Scripture.  ft  antes popult 

Therefore  they  cannot  bee  fmfull  nor  unlawfuU  unto  ludos  fcenicos 
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7 Ego  Paulus  world , &c.  under  which  they  are  fully  comprized, 
mimmus  Apo*  Thirdly,though  the  Scriptures  inhibit  not  Stage-playes 
4X0^  by  name,  yet  St.  Paul  himfelfe  in  his  Conftituttons,  (if 
Epifcopis  ct  Clemons  Romanes  may  be  credited)  hath  condemned 
Picsbytcris,  7* lit) es  and  T layers  in  exprefe  tearmes  , (r  ) decreeing , 

Sccnicus  ft  ac-  that  all  Players  and  Play -haunters  fhould  defift  from-* 
cct  at  fire  vir  tuge-playes  , or  elfebe  caft  out  of  the  Church ; and  the 

auriga,  gladTa-  (f)  ot^er  s^fpoftk*  alfo  decreed  the  like:  yea  th e(t)whole 
tor,  curfbr  fta  • primitive  (fhurch  in  fever  all  general l and  Tfationall 
dii,  Iudiu*,  O*  Councels,  the  ancient  Fathers  in  their  renowned  writings , 
lympiusj  cho-  and  the  holtefl  jfhrifiians  (v)  from _>  age  to  age , have gi» 
rsdus  *1  a"  ven 'Me*ce  againfi  thenu  as  unlawfull  Spectacles,  which 
faltator,caupol  790r^  of  Cjod  inhibits  as  misbefeeming  Chriflians : this 

defiftat  vel  re-  therefore  is  fu'hcient  to  difprove  the  Minor.  Fourthly* 
iicutur.  Thea-  the  Scriptures  here  produced  as  approving,  Scageplayes, 
tralibus  ludu  doe  no  wayes  countenance , but  oppugne  them.  Foy 
firft,  that  Theatre  mentioned  AChs  19.  51.  vyas  not 

a Theatre  on  which  Playes  were  a Ted  , but  a * place  of 
publike  meeting,  where  malcfaClors  were  punifhed,  Orati - 
ohs  made  to  the  people,  and  the /AfrCagiflrates  and  people 
~(C  ft- ' a ufkally  met  together  to  confult  of  publike' affaires  : A 
place  much  like  the  Tratorium^,  , into  which  our.  Savi- 
t Sec  Ad.  7.  our  was  brought,  rJM.atth:  27.  27.  or  like  to  Areopagus 
Scene  4,  f.  or'Jftrtars  hill  in  A hens , where  Paul  made  an  Oration  to 
7 b°m  the  Athenians : ACls  17.  1 9 22,  That  this  was  fuch  a 
SvinTprxTep-  ^eatrc^ ls  evTident  • Firft,  becaufe  fuch  places  of  pub- 
ta  d cedent,  pro  concourfe  and  confutation, where  fpeeches  were  mtde, 

Jege  nobis  fan-  And  malefactors  fometimfs  executed,  were  ftiled  Thca- 
dorum  exem-  tres  : witneffe  (x)  Aufonius , ly)  Apuleius,  (sj  Cicero, 
W Tacitus, (b ) Livie,(c)Philofteatus  ,(d)Tarro,(  e)Phi- 

2>f  Snmmo  bono  ^ See  Socrates  Hi  ft.EccM.7n  c.  r Philo  Iuda^usin  Flac* 

cum  lib.^.ijo^r  306,1  ^ ta*Coc.Sabcllicus,^Eiiead.4.  lib. 8.pag.6$ 6.  C.  accordingly. 
x Et  Atcicisquoque  Quibustheamun  curia*  pr^bet  vicem,  Vna  eft  Athcnis  atque  in 
omni  Gnecia,  ad  confulendum  publici  Pedes  \oci.Lu.tae  Sapientum  p.  86.  y Florido, 
turn  l.i. p.302.  ^ ProFlacco  O ratio.  * Tunc  Antiochenfium  Thcatrum  ingrclTus, 
nbi  lllis  c^nfultare  m^s  b Pars  maxima  fuper  Theatrum 

circaq;,  affueri  et  ante  fpe&aculis concionum  condftunt.J^0w.Hi/U.i4./K:7.  39.7?.  S4 *• 
< Apud  Noniuu m : 6c  apud  BuIengeruni,De  TbeatroUi.c.j*.  dlbidem.  flbidem. 

lo, 


qui  dat  opc- 
ram,  veldefi- 
dat,vcl  reiicia- 
tur.  Clemens 
V.om.Confiit,  A- 
poft.LS.c.  $ 8. 
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jo,  f)  Chryfofiome,  (g)  Synefus,  Juvenal,  tsAppianus,  f Oratio  j». 

& ' Bulengerus  De  Theatro  , l.i.c.$2.  where  this  very 
text  is  quoted.  Hence  {b)  Eufebius ^(i)T(fcephorus , p^.pX’.D* 
write,  that  Ignatius  with  other  C Martyrs  were  tortured  j,  Bcclef.Hiftor. 
andput  to  death  in  the  Theatre:  yeahenc e(k[)Orofrus,  I.8.c.i4. 

(and  out  of  him  {l)  Taronius  and  Spondanus)  record;  iEcclcf.Hift.U3 
that  Julian  the  Apoflate, commanded  a Theatre  to  be  built  I'jJfton*  \ 7% 
of  the  materialls  that  were  brought  to  reedifre  the  temple  c 
at  Hierufalerru , in  which  Theatre  after  his  returne  frorru  1 Annales  Ec* 
Per  fa  he  intended  to  cafl  the  Bijbops,  (JUonkes,  and  other  del.  Anno  $63. 
Chriflian  inhabitants  of  that  place  to  beafis  which  Jhould  ^*4* 
teare  them  in  peeces : ut  fcilicet  ibi  ejfet  Chrifiianorum^ 
carnificina,unde  eoru  religio  videretur  ejfe  progrejfa4  Se- 
condly, the  very  words  and  circutnftances  of  the  text  af-  *• 

(lire  us, that  this  wasTuch  a Theatre : For  firft,it  is  faid , i* 

that  all  jhe  people  rujbed  with  one  accord  into  the  Theatre, 
v.  29.as  into  a place  of  common  counfell. Secondly, that  *• 
th  zcaufe  of  this  their  concourfe  was,  to  prevent  the  decay 
of  their  craft  of  making  (liver  [brines , and  to  maintaine 
the  honour  of  their  great  Goddejfe  Diana : v.27.  Thirdly,  3 • 
that  Paul  would  have  entred  into  the  Theatre  to  have 
made  an  Oration  unto  the  people.,  from  which  his  friends 
diffwaded  him:  v.  30,3  1 Fourthly, that  the  affembly  there  4* 
was  confufedyfome  crying  one  thing, fome  another y and  that 
the  mofi  part  knew  not  why  they  were  come  together:  verfe 
32.  Fifthly,  that  they  caught  (faius  and  Arifrarchus  y S • 

and  drew  them  as  mdefattors  into  the  Theatre  : verfe 
29.  Sixthly,  that  they  drew  Alexander  out  of  themul- 
titude,  who  there  beckened  to  them , with  his  hand , and 
would  there  have  made  his  defence  to  the  people:y.^y4  Se*  7 • 
venthly,that  the  Town-clerke  made  there  a folemn  fpeech 
to  the  people,  admonifbing  them. -» to  be  quiet, and  to  doe  no - 
thing  ra[hly  again frPaules  companions,  whoiru  they  had 
brought  into  theTbeatrefince  they  were  neither  robbers 
of  Churches,  nor yet  bluff  hemers  of  their  Godde(fe:infor- 
ming  Demetrius  and  his  fellow  craftfmen,that  if  they  bad 
a matter  againfl  any  man,  the  Court-day e$  were  kept,  and 
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there  were  deputies  before  whonu  they  might  implead  one 
another : and  if  they  inquired  any  thing  concerning  other 
matters , it  Jbould  be  determined  in  a law  full  affembly:  \m 
35.  to 41.  All  which  concurring  particulars  infallibly 
prove,  that  this  Theatre  ( i ) was  onely  a place  of  publife 
c 0 unfell,  juflice  and  execution ; not  a Theatre  whereor> 
Playes  were  a&ed : therefore  it  gives  no  colour  of  ap- 
probations Playes  or  Play-houfes,  no  more  than  the 
Courts  ofluftice  at  Weftminfter  argue,  that  the  Playes 
and  Play-houfes  about  London  arc  lawful.  But  admit 
this  Theatre  were  a place  for  Stage-playes,yet  it  affords 
no  /unification  at  all  to  Playes  or  Play-houfes.  For  the 
affembly  in  the  Theatre,which  this  Scripture  mentions,' 
Was  (kj)  hut  a tumultuous  concourje  of  Idolaters,  without 
any  lawfull  authority  : and  that  not  to  all  or  fee  a Stage- 
play  , but  to  defend  their  Goddejfe  Diana , and  their  idola- 
trous trade  of  making  her  filver  fhrines,  by  which  they  got 
their  living:  to  perfecute  St. 'Paul  and  his  companions , 
whorru  they  accufed  as  malefattors , and  to  withfiand  the 
preaching  of  the  G off  ell, which  would  fupprejfe  their  trade 
and  their  Diana  both  together . This  uniawfiill  affembly 
therefore,  which  both  the  Scripture,  their  owne  (l) 
Towne-clerke>  and  themfelves  condemned,  is  no  /unifi- 
cation of,  but  a firong  evidence  againfi  our  Play-affem« 
blies,  which  are  commonly  as  tumultuous,  asoppofite 
to  Chrifis  word,  his  Saints,his  kingdome,as  this  Ephe; 
fian  conventicle. 

Secondly, that  text  of  x Cor.^.fVeare  made  Jezfior, 
which  the  Fathers  and  moil  Latine  Authors  render^/><?- 
Tlaculunu  ; and  our  Englifh  Tranflationsy*  Spetlacle,or 
gaz.ing-ftocke  : makes  nought  for  Stage-playcs.  For 
what  if  the  Apofiles  were  made  a Theatre  or  SpeElacle 
to  the  world, to  <*Angels  and  to  men  : (that  is, as  (m)  feme 
Fathers  interpret  it ; The  whole  world  of  men  and 
gels  good  and  bad , beheld  the  miferies,  the  affli&ions  they 
endured  for  Chrifi  and  his  Cj off  ell,  not  onely  in  one  corner? 
but  in  all  the  quarters  of  the  world . Or  as  (»)  others  of 

them 
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them  paraphrafe  it : They  were  made  a wonderment , a 
iawrhing-flocke  to  nncleane  jpirits , and  to  the  wicked  of  the 
world, who  rejoy ced at  their  miferies , their  torments, being 
glad  to  fee  them  drawne  to  the  place  of  execution  called 
[ Theatrunu\  a Theatre,  where  the  innocent  CMartyrs  ^ ^ ^ 
for  the  mo  ft  part  fujfered  in  the  view  of  all  the  people  , as  fcimC,HRaba. 
ourTraytors  ufually  luffer  on  a Stage  or  fcafFold?ere(Ted  nus  Maurus, 
for  that  purpofe  : both  which  expofitions  \V]fome  good  Lyra,  and  o- 
Interpreters  have  conjoyned : ) yet  this  no  wayes  jurti-  therS>m  1 Cor. 
fies  but  oppugnes  our  Stage-play es.  For  firft,the  Apo-  r#  v#7# 

files  did  not  make  themfelves  a voluntary  Spectacle,  to  the  end,  & 
asallPlayers  doe;  but  they  were  made  Spectacles  by  c.  12.1,  ^3. 
others.  Secondly,  they  were  no  Spectacles  of  lafeivi-  7 1 Cor.4. 19. 
oufnefle,  vanitie,  follic,  mirth,or  wickednefle,  as  Plaies  4*27»^ 
andPlaiersare-,butof  grace, of  faith,  of  pietie,  [_p~]pati- 
cnce,  constancy,  martyrdome,  and  the  like,  which  Plaies  Sccnei,!*,*. 
and  Plaiers  are  not.  Thirdly,  they  were  Spectacles  of  & Chorus. 
Gods  owneinflitution,  they  being  feffj  appointed , called , f Afts  *3*  7. 
cleftinated  to  their  fujfenngs  by  Cjod  himfclfe  ; whereas  * 

Plaies  and  Actors  are  SpeSacles  not  of  Gods,  but  of  the  t t c’or’.4. 9.  * 
very  [VJ  Divels  owne  invention  and  appointment.  Fourth-  Rom.  8. 36. 
ly,  they  were  memorable  publike  Spectacles  of  admi-  Pfal.4  4***, 
ration,  of  [jffjimiizttion,  both  to  the  world,  to  Angels,  C^iry|'°^* 
and  to  men ; Playes,Players  and  Play-haunters  were  yet  xorru^ Col!’ 
never  luch.  Fifthly,  they  were  reall,  not  hypocritical!,  6i9,b,C. 
hiflrionicall  perfonated  Spectacles,  confining  of  repre-  v See  Ttrtulli- 
fentations  onely,  as  all  Playes  and  Actors  are.  Sixthly,  an>  Rxh°r?atl° 
they  were  Spectacles  [j~]  appointed  onely  unto  death,  not  c^iandc 
to  laughter  : Spectacles  of  pation,of companion, not  of  DupUaMarty- 
mirth  and  pleafure  : Spectacles  onely  at  a ftake,appoin-  rio. 
ted  unto  martyrdome*,not  on  a ftage,to  ftir  up  laughter:  x Cyprian 
Spectacles  they  were , which  the  very[v~]*fTnge/s  and 
k Saints  applauded, not  condemned  5 which  Divels  and  wic-*  5^ 

•>  ked  men  derided,  perfecuted,  not  applauded:  Spectacles , 25*  sTl.^Ep. 
V which  were  [jxj]  the  crowne,  the  honour,  not  the  reproach,  2.6c  6. 
and[_y  ] infamy  of  (fhriftianity  , as  Tlayes  and  T layers  y Cyprian  Ep. 
/ire:  therefore  they  give  no  colour,  no  approbation  to  '•'•E.P»,0*Eu. 
I our 
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our  Play-houfe  Spectacles  with  which  they  have  no  A- 
nalogie,  but  this  alone ; that  as  the  chiefe  agents  in  the 
Apoitiesand  Martyrs  tortures,  were  defperate  wicked 
men,  envenomed,  enraged  with  bitter  rancor  againfl  all 
grace, all  good  leflfe ; even  fuch  are  the  common  A - 
Hors  and  Abetters  of  our  theatric  all  interludes . All  the 
argument  then  that  our  Play-patrons  can  collect  from 
hence,  is  from  the  allulion  which  the  Apoltle  hath  to 
dixerim,  iongc  Theatres, to  Spectacles  3 which  being  an  alluficnonely 
melius  fuifle  to  the  fpectacle  of  a Martyr,  at  the  take;  or  of  a malefa- 
lftis  nii  I las  hte-  ft0r  at  the  p[ace  of  execution , as  all  Expofitors  accord; 

not  to  a or  interlude  on  a Stage,  fubverts  their  ve- 

rc.  Verba  emm  ry  foundation,  and  takes  them  off  from  this  their  hold, 
erexemplaqu*  in  which  they  had  moil  repofe.  But  admit,  it  were  an 
ad  exhortatio-  allufion  to  a Play-houfe  Theatre,  yet  as  theeves  can  ne- 
nem  Evangeli-  Ver  juftifie  their  dealing,  nor  usurers  their  ufurie  to  be 
fi*a7unt*ad^"  becaufe  the  Scripture  faith  ,[a~]that  Chriftjhat 

tiorum  patron  ^aJ  of  the  Lord  flail  come  as  a theefe  in  the  night : and 

cinia  tranffe*  \_b  J that  he  will  require  his  owne  with  ufurie : no  more 
runtur,  quo  nil  can  our  piay-champions  conclude  from  hence,  that 
ftarenur ^tage-playes  are  warrantable  or  lawfiill  among  Chrifti- 
feripta  funr,  ans>  becaufe  St.  Paul  by  way  of  fimilitude, writes  thus 
fed  ut  animis  of  himfelfe  and  his  fellow-Apo files : Wee  are  made  a 
noftris  inftan.  Theatre  or  Spectacle  to  the  world,  unto  ^Angels,  and  to 
tia  maiorcxct-  men # Thefe  two  maine  Scriptures  being  thus  fully  vin- 
proSuns^  dd  Seated  from  our  Piay-pro&ors  wreftings,  the  other 
tanu  eftapud  will  fall  away  ofthemfelves.-  there  being  no  analogic  at 
Ethnicos  in  re.  all  betweenc  a race  and  a Stage-play:  an  horfe  or  chariot 
bus  noprofutu*  for  warre,  and  a Comedie  for  fport.  I fhall  therefore 
eft  ^r<?oTxcitU  an^wer  them  all  together  in  St,  Cyprians  words.  [/]/# 
tanda?virtuti*s  P^ace  I maJ  fah  **  ^ad  beene  better  for  thefe  Ob- 

non  permiffio  joHors  never  to  have  knowne  the  Scriptures,  than  thus  to 
five  libertas  reade  and  wreft  them.*.  Tor  thefe  words  and  examples 

fpeftandi  Gen-  which  are  laid  downe  as  exhortations  to  tvanqelicall  ver- 
tilis  erroris  ; ut  ^ 

per  hanc  animus  plus  accendatur  ad  evangelicam  virtutem  propter  divina  praemia, 
cum  per  omnium  laberum  ct  dolorum  cafamitatcm  conccdatur  pervenirc  ad  terrena 
compendia. Cyprian  tie  Spectaculis  lib, 

tue, 
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t ue , are  tran fated  into  apologies  for  vicefFor  thefe  things  d K im  quod 

are  written,not  that  they  fijould  be  gazed  upon,  but  that  a 

more  earned  vehemency  fhould  be  flirred  up  in  onr  minds  nVti tiM *p<^» 

in  profitable  things,  whiles  there  if  fo  great  a diligence  in  ^ndis  Circen* 

Sthnickes  in  unprofitable  things . It  is  an  argument  there-  fib  us  in  nullo 

fore  of  exciting  vertue,  not  a permiffi  on  or  libertte  of  be-  enim  ls  Ciico 

holdma  the  Gentiles  error  ; that  by  this  the  minde  may  be  Cucurri^  ^c. 

n 37  , . //  • j quod  David  in 

more  enfiamedto  evangeUcail  vertue  by  divine  rewards,  c0nfpc£hi  Dei 

when  as  men  muft  paffe  through  the  miferiecf  all  toyles  chorosegit,ni- 
andgriefes,  before  they  can  come  to  terrene  emoluments . hil  adiuvatin 
(d)  That  Slias  is  the  horjeman  or  chariot er  of  Ifrael , it  T^catro  feden- 
yeddsno patronage  to  thebeholding  of  (flirquo-pUyes , for  ^ c j c clNTun a°c- 
he  never  ranne  in  any  (fire us : That  David  danced  in  the  njm  0bfcjenis 
fifrht  of(fod,it  no  wayes  availes  nor  jufiifieth  the  fitting  of  motibns  me  n- 
f ait h full  (fhriflians  in  the  Theatre  : for  by  difiorting  none  bra  diftor- 
of  his  members  with  obfeene  motions  , hee  hath  ended  the 
dance , and  put  a period  to  the  T lay  of  Grecian  lufi.  His  bidmiTfabu- 
Lute,  his  trumpets, flutes  andharpes  have  refounded  G ods  la: -era,  cythara 
praifes,not  an  Idols . It  is  not  therefore  hence  determined,  ettybiaeDeum 
that  unlawfull  things  may  be  looked  on : thofe  lawfull  cccmerunr,non. 
things  by  the  Divels  cunning  being  now  changed  fiomu  ho - 
ly  into  unholy  things . Let  fijame  therefore  inftruttor  re-  j^ur  ut  Vpc- 
firaine  thefe  men, although  the  holy  Scriptures  cannot  doe  ftenrur  ilhcita: 
it.  For  is  it  not  afhame,  is  it  not  afhame  I fay , for  faith-  diabolo  artifi* 
full  men,  who  challenge  to  themfelves  the  name  of  (hri- 
fiians , to  jufitfie  the  vaine  fuper  flit  ions  of  the  Cj  entiles  in-  fuJ^^^bat 
termixed  with  their  Stage-play  es,  out  of  the  ficred  Scrip-  ig{tLir  iftiSpU= 
tures,  and  to  give  authority to  Idolatry  ? For  when  that  dor,  etiamfi. 
which  is  done  by  Ethnickes  to  the  honour  of  any  Idol  is  fie-  non  po^unt 
quented  by  Chrifiians  in  a Stage-play , both  heathen  idola - 
try  is  maintained , and  m contumely  of  God, true  religion  is  non  p^ct  £- 
trod  under  foote.  This  is  St.  Cy prians  mtfwer  to  the  ob-  quam,  fideles 
iefted  Scriptures, and  with  it  I reft.  homines , et 

3 . Chriftianifibi 

nominit  au&oritatem  vendicantes,fuperftitiones  vanas  Gentilium  cum  fpe&aculis 
mixtasde  feripturis  coekftibus  vindicarc,et  au&oritate  idololatriie  conferred  Na  quaa« 
do  id  quod  in  honore  alicuius  idoliab  Ethnicisagitur,  a fidelibus  Chriftianisin  fpes 
ftaculo  frequentatur,  etUololatria^cntilisafreritur  * et  in  contumeliam  Dei  religio 
vera  calcatur.  ibidem. 
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Actvs  8.  Scena  Secvnda. 


THc  fecond  Ob/eftion  in  defence  of  Playes  is  this: 
( e)That  they  are  innoxious , p lea  (ant  ,h  one  lb  & lau- 
dable recreations i which  the  ancient  Greenes  and  Romans 
not  onely  toller ated  but  applauded : therefore  they  are 
tollerable  among  Chriftians. 

Not  no  anfwer  this  obje&ion  with  that  exclamation 
o £*  Volateranus  in  this  very  cafe  of  Playes  : Sed  quid 
nunc  de  face  hujus  ftzeuli  dtcarru  f quunu  virtHtem ac 
gloriam-*  veterum-*  imitari  nullo  paffo  valeamus3vitia  tn - 
men  omni  ftudioimitumur.  Ianufcena  ubique  renovata 
efl , ubique  comadias  (pettat  uterque  fexus,  quodque  longe 
impudentius,  ipfi  Sacerdotes  et  prafules , quorum erat  of- 
feiumj  omnino  prohibere.  <JMulto  igitur  feveriores  in 
hac  parte  Graci , qui  omnes  fuos  comicos  jamdiu  abolue - 
runt,  propter  unum-j  <ssfriftophanem->3  quamvis  moribus 
minime  ojficeret. I anfwer  firffc;that  Playes  are  no  harme- 
lefle,  honeft  or  laudable  recreations,  as  all  the  premifed 
Authorities,  and  this  whole  treatife  prove  at  large:  this 
objection  therefore  is  but  a begging  of  the  caufe  in  que- 
ftion.  Secondly,  I anfwer,  that  although  lome  Pagan 
Greekes  and  Romanes  approved  Stage-playes  at  the 
firft  in  lewd  and  dilfolute  times; vet  (f)at  lap  after  long 
experience  of  th  of e intoller  able  mifehiefes  which  they  oc- 
casioned,enforced  by  deare  bought  repentance, they  bani  fbed 
them~>  their  fommonwealcs  and  Territories  by  pub  like 
folemne  SdiEls,  as  inconfi pent  with  their  fafety.  And  al- 
though fome  vitious  hiftrionicall  Roman  Emperours, 
as  T^ero,  QaligHla3Heliogabalus3(fommodHs32Xidi  others, 
reduced  Vlaies  &Plaiers3yet  the  grave  ft  Roma  Smperors 3 
Senators^  Philofophers  did  ftill  oppofe  and  reexile  them-* 


as 
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as  the  feminarics  ofali  'vice  and  l ewdneffe , and  in  teller  able 
mifchiefes  in  the  (fomtnonvoeale  : as  I have  (g)  largely 
proved.  Wherefore  wee  fhould  rather  imitate  the  beft, 
the  wifeft  Pagan  Grcekes  and  Romans  in  abandoning, 
than  the  worft  or  lewdeft  in  retaining  Stage-playes.  Se- 
condly, 'the  reafon  why  the  ancient  Pagans,  Grecians 
and  Romans  tolleratcd  Plaicsand  Plaiers(as  {h ) Bodihe 
and  Guevara  obierve)  was  not  for  any  good  or  Laudable 
quality  in  thenu , but  oncly  out  of  fuperftition  and  idola- 
trous devotion  to  their  Idol-gods , ( i)who  exacted  folemne 
Stage-playes  fionu  thenu  as  the  mofl  pompous  if  not  feri- 
ohs  part  of  their  idolatrous  worfhip  : which  l^layes  (faith 
(fuevara)were  dedicated  to  thenu  by  the  divine  fitffer  since 
of  the  living  God,  who  would  that  their  Idol-gods  being 
but  laughing-flockes  (bould  be  ferved,  honoured  andfea - 
fied by jeaflures,: mockes and  Tlaycs ♦ The  Duthof  this 
is  evident, not  onely  by  that  of  (J^j  fnfiotle ; who  pro- 
hibiting the  fight  of  all  unchafl  fabulous  ddlayes  or  pi- 
* ftures,  and  advifing  the  CMagiftrates  to  fuppreffe  thenu 5 
comes  in  with  this  exception  : T^ifi  forte  apud  illos  ‘Deos, 
q tub  us  etianu  per  leges  lafcvia  ilia  c one  edit  ur , et  apud 
quos  fzcrafacere  at  ate  qmderru  proveclioribus  pro  fie,  pro 
liber  is  et  conjugibus  permittitur : by  Dionyfius  Hallicar - 
Majfeus>Antieju.Rom.l.2.c.5.&  y.c. 9.  by  (ficero  in  Verre , 
Oratio  de  Arufficum  Re  ffonfis,p.  52  4,526,52-7. 
Oratio  3.  in  Catilinanu , p. 452.  b.  Where  he  informes 
ns,  that  Stage-playes  were  ex  ailed  by  , and  dedicated  to 
the  Roman  Cjods>who  were  honoured  and  attoned  by  them: 
by  T Lucidities  Hifioria,  lib.  3 47.29 1 . Polybius  Htftoria  L 
4./7.340.  C*  and  cDiodorpu  Siculus  Bibl,  Hifi, A4.  fell, 
5 6jr.pAoi.to  206.  with  fundry  other  Pagans  ; and  by 
(l)  St.  Augufline}  De  Civitate  Dei  lib. 2.  c. 4.  to  1 5.37-  I ♦ 
4.C. 20  27.  IdRabanus  CMawrus /.2.C.10.  with  others 
(l)  formerly  quoted  $ but  by  thau  alfo  which  (ni)  Livy 
and  ( n ) Ovid  have  recorded  of  the  Romanes : who  when 
as  all  the  Bidders  and  *P layers  departed  fom  Rome  toTi- 
bur  in  one  difeontented company,  becaufe  the  Cenfors  pro - 
A a a a a 1 hibited 
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hibtted  them-j  to  eate  in  the  Temple  of  love,  as  they  bad 
accuftomed:  the  Senate  out  of  their  care  to  religion  ( there 
being  no  man  left  in  Rome  to  fing  and  play  before  their 
fieri  fees)  fent  emb  a (J ado  Hr  s after  them->  to  Tibnr,reque- 
fling  the  Tib  nr  tines  to  doe  their  b eft  endeavour  to  p?r- 
fvrade  them.*  to  relume  to  Rome  : upon  which  embaffie 
theTiburtines  fent  for  thefe  companions  into  their  Senate 
houf t , where  they  firfi  perfwaded  them  to  gee  backe  to 
Rome  ; but  their  intreaties  not  prevailmg,they  concluded 
to  make  thcm->  drunke  with  wine , (0)  (of  which  they  were 
very  greedy) and  then  to  put  them  into  carts  being  drunke, 
and  Jo  to  carry  them^>  backe  to  Korney  which  they  dud  ac- 
cordingly. Where  upon  their  retnrne,  the  Senate  to  ob - 
taine  their  good  will,  restored  thenu  to  their  former  pri - 
viledges , and  with  all  authorized  them  to  goe  freely  about 
the  Citty  , and  to  a£l  their'  folemne  Stage-play es  every 
yeare.  Vpon  which  * Valerius  CMaximus  defcants 
thus  : P erfonarum  ufus  pudorenu  circumvent a temulen - 
tit  caufam  habet . Idolatrie  therefore,  and  the  * pleafing 
of  IdoUGodibeingthe  chief e,  if  not  the  onely  caufe  why 
thefeTagan  (f  reeks  and  Ron^ns  allowed  Playes  or  Play - 
ers  ; their  example  grounded  on  this  reafbn,  (p)fbould 
rather  engage  all  ChrifHans  eternally  to  det eft  them,  than 
any  w ayes  to  approve  them . Thirdly,  admit  that  Stage- 
plaies  were  in  high  eftimation  among  thefe  lalci- 
vious  vitious  Pagans,  yet  they  were  ( cj ) evermore  exe- 
crable among  Chnftians , who  have  conftantly  abandoned 
them  from  age  to  age.  It  is  therefore  a great  difhonour, 
a fliame,  if  not  a finne  for  Chriffians  ( who  (r)  fhould 
follow  the  footfteps  of  their  blefted  Saviour  onely  , and 
thefe  who  walke  as  he  hath  walked ; Q/"]  abandoning  all 
the  fafbions  , wayes  and  cuftomes  of  lewd  idolatrous  Pa- 
gans: ) to  fwerve  from  Chriffc  a«d  primitive  ChrifHans 
as  not  worthy  the  following  , in  this  cafe  of  Plaiesjand 
to  maVe  the  word,  the  moft  lafeivious  heathens , the 
guides  and  patternes  of  their  aflions.  A?as,  where  is 
cur  Chiiitianitie,  our  pietie,  our  obedience  or  our  love 

to 
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to  Chrift,  ifwechufe  rather  to  imitate  the  very  vices 
of  the  lewdeft  Pagans,  than  the  graces,  the  holinefle  of 
the  bell  Chriftians  ? It  was  the  brand  , the  infamie  of 
the  Iewifh  Nation ; (t)  that  they  were  mingled  among 
the  heathen , and  learned  their  worlds  : and  fhall  it  not  be  a Chron. 
much  more  ignoble  and  finfull  for  us  Chriftians , to  ju-  1 4. 
ftifie  the  lawfulnefle  of  Stage-playes  from  the  bare  ex-  y Mlch  1 10< 
amplesofthefe  wicked  Pagans?  Oletitb  t(v)neverbe  iSam,Mo.* 
heard  in  (jatb,nor  pttblijhed  in  cs4skelon , that  any  Chri- 
ftians fhould  grow  fo  atheiftically  prophane,  fo  ftupen- 
dioufly  impious,  as  to  preferre  the  lewd  examples  of 
the  deboii'eft  heathens,  before  the  unparalleld  patternes 
of  their  moft  holy  Saviour,  and  the  beft  of  Chriftians: 

(alas,what  need  we  run  to  fuch  precedents  of  impiety, 
when  as  we  have  better  examples  nearer  hand? ) but  - . « * 
finceallChriftian,yea,(.vJr^  very  heft  of  Tagan  Greeks  sceene^t8c’ 
and  Romanes  have  utterly  condemned  and  exploded  7.Scene6,7 
Stage-playeSjthe  very  ( y )worfl  of  Greek*  s and  Romanes  y See  Acr.  4. 
enely  approving  therru  by  their  prattife , and  that  to  jini - Scene  i,a,  3. 
fter  ends : let  us  rather  imitate  the  beft , the  wifeft  of 
them  in  abandoning,than  the  very  worft  of  them  in  pa- 
tronizing, in  applauding  Stage-playes;  for  feare  we 
renounce  our  Chriftianity,  and  prove  farre  worfe  than 
the  very  worft  of  Pagans  ever  were. 


iixfp&Tjl  r^T0Eri\ 


Actvs  S.  Scena  Tertia. 


THe  third  Objection  in  the  behalfe  of  Pfeyes  is  this;  Objection  3, 
(z)  that  they  are  not  onely  commendable  but  ne-  ^ See  Hay- 
cetfaryinaComrnonweale;  and  that  in  three  refpefts?  ^forAftorT 
Firft,  for  the  folemne  entertainment  and  recreation  of  ^hcrcthisOb- 
forraigne  Embafladours,  States  and  Princes ; Secondly,  iectioaismade, 
A a a a a 3 for 
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Scene  2. 

■ Non  c 
,’uJgufqi 


for  the  folemnizing  offedivals  andtriumphcs  .*  Third- 
ly for  the  exhileration  and  neceffary  recreation  of  the 
people.  Therefore  they  ought  to  be  counce nance d^ con- 
tinued, not  fupprefled. 

To  this  I lliall  firft  reply  ; that  Stage-playes  are  fo 
far  from  being  commendable  or  neceffary  in  a Comon- 
weale,  that  they  are  the  very  greated  mifehiefes  which 
can  befall  it : ( a ) whence  the  wifefi  States  and  Cfrtagi- 
flrates have  heene  fo  farre  from-*  toller ating , that  they 
have  cjuite  difear  ded  them  as  inconftftent  with  the  pub  like 
vu/°IfCucCdc  ^elfare.^o  that  the  very  ground  of  this  ob/e^dion  failes, 
cenfet  lumina  and  then  the  particulars  cannot  dand,  which  I lliall  now 
rerum.  Outdid  examine.  Forthefird  of  them  ; that  Stage-playes  are 
Unixm  pars  r.  neceffary  for  the  folemne  entertainment  of  Embalfa- 
fl1  dours,  and  forraigne  States;  though  I will  not  take  up- 

bury  Dc^Nu*  011  me  to  define  what  entertainment  will  befit  fuch  per- 
gisCurialium,  fonages*  yet  with  all  humble  fubmiflion  to  better  judg- 
I.i.c.7,8„Bodl*  ments,l  conceive, that  common  Stage-playes(to  which 
nusDc  Rcpub.  every  cobler,  tinker,  whore,  and  bafe  mechanicke  may 
w1*  Chl^  re^ort  ^rom  day  to  day,(£)  as  many  of  thenu  doe Jare  no 
0 * °™'1  *‘m  meete  (ports  or  entertainments  for  (c)  Chriftian  ^Princes , 
p . acCor.  States } ana  Potentates;  whole  pietie^majeitie^ravitie 

dingly*  are  fo  tranfcendent,  that  they  cannot  but  difdaine  the 
# Rom.  t j.n  fight,  the  prefence  of  fuch  ridiculous,  infamous,  feurri- 

3,1 4*  lousxhildifli  Spe&acles,  as  common  Stage-playes  are. 


1 Pet.2. 


omnib"u?,S  fed  vvhich  favour  neither  of date,  nor  royalrie,  but  of  mod 
in  cse  ter  is  ma-  abjeft  bafeneffe,  though  too  many  great  ones  (I  know 
ior  quo  njeli.  not  out  of  what  ref  peels  ) have  vouchfafed  to  honour 
cY.Vlin.fer.  IU-  them  (or  (d)  rather  difhonouredth emfelves)  with  their 
negtr.TtAiano  pre(ence#  For  my  owne  part  it  is  beyond  my  Creed  to 
beleeve,  that  Chridian  Monarches,  Peeres,or  forraigne 
Embaffidours,  whoatefac  leaftwife  fhould  be)  men 
o£(e)  higheft  dignity,  of (f)  eminent  eft  piety , fevered 
gravity,  deeped  wildome,  fublimed  fpirit,and  mo  ft  fo - 
her,  (g)  exemplary  converfation, without  any  mixture  of 

fit.excmplqm.'Uor  e^Vdltiui  Virn  Princiscenfura  eft,  eaq; 

perpetua  : ad  hanc  dirigimur,  ad  hanc  convertimur : ncctamimper'o  nobis  opus  eft 

levitie , 


dictusj*  1 8, 
g Facere  reftd 
civesfuos  prin. 
ceps  optimus 
faciendo  do- 
cet.cuum  im- 
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Icvitie,  vanitie y or  chi Idifb  folly  , (the  leaft  tin&ure  of  quam  exem* 

which  in  men  of  fupreme  ranke , ( though  it  he  but  in 

their  (h)  /ports ) is  ( i ) no  / mall  deformity , no  meane  ec-  m/oifc^eft 

clipfe  unto  their  fame ) fliould  fo  farre  degenerate , or  mem».Mdius 

(kj  dcfcend  below  themfelves , as  to  admit  of  common  Homines  cx- 

Plaiesor  Actors,  (th z (l)mo ft  infamous >fcurr lions ,igno~  cmP^ls  ^ocen- 

ble  pleafures  andperfons  that  the  world  affords)  into  turJ.cl”:e 

their  royal  prefence.We  know  that [rnfmany  ( fhnftian , fcboni  habent, 

many  Pagan  States  and  Emperours , have  long  fnce  fen - quod  appro- 

tenced,  exiled  Playes  and  Players  , and  that  the  whole  bant  qua:  pra»- 

Church  of  God , with  all  faith  full  Chriftians  frorru  age  to  c,P^Intj^r^ 

(toe  have  execrated  and  call  them->  out , as  the  very  orea~  e*  m' 

/2  n j l i i rW  neiyr.Traiano 

t eft  grievances 3Jbames  and  cankerwormes  both  of  ( hurcn  p,  ^ g . 

and  State:  We  know,  that  many  pub  like  zsitts  of  h Nihil  eft  in 

Parliaments , even  of  this  our  Realme  , have  branded  Regeferendurn 

layers  with  the  very  name , the  punifiment  of  Rogues  ”e 

and  Vagabonds,  and  condemned  St  age-play  es  as  unlawfull  a[^e  ^ 

Pafiimes.  Andean  anyone  then  be  fo  brainficke,  fo  comm  fit  ofo» 

fliamelefle  to  aifirme , that  thefe  anathematized  hea-  Ke£Uf* 

thenifh  Spectacles,  thefe  ftigmatized  variets,  (which  M.i*  f. 

all  times,  all  Chriftians,  all  men  of  gravity  and  wif-  * Alia  cftcon. 

dome  have  diidainedas  themoft  lewd  infamous  per-  dmoeorum 

ions,  are  fit  to  entertaine  the  nobleft  Princes , or  to  ap-  q ui  in  turba 

peare  before  them  in  their  royall  Pallaces , at  times  of  quamnon  ex- 

greateft  flate  ? Certainly  as  Vol  Earles  fcome  to  (loope  cecillllt,atent: 

at  flies  3or  as  magnanimous  lions  difdame  to  chace  a moufe ; tutes  ut  a 

even  fothofe  generous  Chriftian  Monarches,who  have  reant  diu  lu. 

Caftout  Playesand  Actors  as  intoller  able  mifehiefes  in  ftantur,  etvi- 

their  meane  ft  (fifties ; will  Qf]  never  fofarre  grace  them , |1,^ei^c^ras^ 

fa&adictaquc  rumor  excipit5et  ideo  nulli  magis  timendtim  eftqualem  famamhabe- 
ant5quam qui  qualcmcunque  babuerint  magnarn  babituri  Ciat.Sencea  dc  Cleoientga  /.  i> 
r.8 SccVlw.  Paneg.Traiwe  dift.f,  71.  \ Summaeenim  magnitudinis  fervitus  eft  non 
pofte  fieri  minorem.  Seneca  De  dementi*  L I.  ‘‘.8.  I See  Act.4.  Scene  1 . &c  Act.  €.  & 7, 
throughout,  m See Act.7,Scenci3^4,f>^j7»  w4H.4jC.17.  I H.  8^9,3  4,  & 
H.8,c.i.  1 Ed.6,c.i.  14  Eliz.  c.f.  39  Eliz.  c.4.  $ Tacobi  c.n.&  1 Caroli  c.i.  0 A= 
quilamagnasprajdas,nonmufcas;leolupos,non  mures capit.  C*fe  PofitJ.z.c.f.p.i  36* 
p iEquumquidemcftutquamquisia  alios  legem  ftatuit,eandemetiamip(enon  gra^ 
vatimfubeat.  Diodor tu  SitJSibljiiflJn  t i»fc3^o,pa^e  494. 
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? Plal.  icr.4,  04  to  deemc  them.*  worthy  to  approach  their  Courts , as 
neccffary  ornaments  and  attendants  , on  daycsofmoft 
Acts  ??  ai*14'  ^oleninitie.  It  was  King  Davids  godly  protection  j 
f See  Act.*4,  \jfl  t^,at  ^ e ™otild  fet  no  wicked  thing  before  his  eyes-ythat 
Scene  1,2,  the  worke  of thofe  who  turned  a fide  Should  not  cleAvc  unto 

t Prov.ao.8ji5  him-, : That  a froward  heart  Should  depart  from*,  him , 
Sec  3 . anj  t^at;  would  not  a wicked  per  [bn : who  fo  privi - 

1^*14  Ct* l y {lander  eth  his  neighbour,  him  (faith  he)  will  I cut  ojf: 
v See  Gual-  him  that  liath  an  high  looke  and  a proud  hearty  I will  not 
ther,Hom.f  r,  fojfer : he  that  worke th  deceit  Shall  not  dwell  in  my  houfe ; 
in  Nahum,  p.  he  that  tellethlies  {hall  not  tarrie  in  my  fight,  &c.  Cer- 

xAa  6* Scene  tain^e>  t^iere  *s  never  a true  Chriftian  Prince  or  Poten- 
^ y Sec  Act  4 tate  this  living,  but  is,  but  maft,  or  ought  to  be  of 
Scene  1.  * ‘Davids  mind,  [Vj&*  being  a man  after  Cjods  owne  heart: 

x See  SuetonK  therefore  hec  can  never  luffer  Stage-plaies,  which  are 
Caligula,  fed.  wicked,  lewd  and  heathenifh  Paftimes ; or  common 
*4!*  f*  Nero,2*  ^ctors^  ( who  are  [_f]  perverfe , yea  froward,  wicked , 
fed.  1 2, 1 3,20,  proud,  deceit  full,  flanderous,  lying  per[ons  in  the  high  eft 
25,2^,26,30,  degree)  to  come  into  his  prefence,  or  harbour  in  his 
j 2.  Philo  lu.  pallace.  ( t)  <M  King  that  fitteth  in  the  throne  of  judge - 
tione  Cafd*  *****  ^ ^ith  t^ie  Wi^e^  King)  fcattereth  all  eviU  with  his 
p.15  41  ro  1 3 f 1 eJes  : yea,  A wife  King  fcattereth  the  wicked, and  bring. - 
& the  Authors  eththewheele  over  them, Prov.tO'%}&  26.Needs  there* 
forequoted , p.  fore  mull  a juft,  a prudent  Chrijhan  Prince , abandon 
* 44#  Playes  and  Players  from  before  his  eyes , the  one  being  the 

adCaium^^o-0  CvV3  greatefi  evills  to  a State  : the  other,  the  [_y~]  very 
1 34  2,to  13^  s,  worft  andmofi  infamous  men.  It  is  true  indeed, that  fo  me 
a EpifHe  n,to  diffolute  Roman  Emperors,as[V]  Caligula,'P[ero,He» 
Lambert.  liogabalus,  Carinus , and  others,  have  beene  much  ena- 
moured with  Tlayes  and  A Hors .-  but  'this  was  onely  the 
blot,  the  infamieofthefe Shames  of  ^Monarchy , as  * Philo 
Iudaus,  [ 'a  ] Marcus  Aurelius , [b~\  luvenal , [V]  John 
Sarisbery,  and  their  [_d[\owne  Hifiorians  witnejfe  : who 
forehand  thofe  ve  reCor<^  on^for  *heir  greater  (hame : [Y]  R ei 

other  quoted  in  the  margcntjp.  1 44,  letter  e.  SeePlinius  Secundus  Panegyr.Traia- 
nodict.p.  38,6c  4 ?.  where  he  much  inveighes  againftthem.  e luvenal.  Satyr.8.Iohn 
Sarisbury  De  NugisCurialium,UTtc.7.Polychronicon  L4,  c.9. 

hand 


h Satyr. 8. 
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Curialiuml.i, 
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hand  mira  t amen  cythar  ado  Principe  mimus }N obit is  &c.  f See  A&.6. 
being  the  foie  encomium,  that  they  have  left  Dehind  Scene  f.&A&  . 
them  for  it.  Their  examples  therefore  can  be  no  good  pj?c< p^n7c'e  ^ 
argument  to  fecond  this  objection,  efpecially  fince  iraianodift.  * 
(f)  thebefi  Roman  Senators , C Monarches,  both  cPagan  p.*R,4j. 
and  Chriftian  have  exiled  Stage-players,  and  fuppreffed  £ See  lohan. 
Playes,  as  even  jS^ero  bimfelfe  ( who  (g)  was  mojt  devo-  ^hjnir.De 
ted  to  them-j , and  mojt  honoured  Players ) was  [h ) at  laft  j ( 
enforced  to  doejby  reafon  ofthofe  intoller  able  oft-complai-  & Suetonii* 
ned  mifehiefes  which  they  did  occafion,  I confefle,  that  Nero,fc£h2o0 
many  Chriftian  W riters  both  of  ancient  and  moderne  t0  3 r*  .. 
times,  and  among  fandry  others  whom  I fpare  to  men-  h 
tion,  * Vmcenttns , Olaus  LMagnns,  (t)  John  Sansbe-  cas  Aurelius 
ry,znA(  k)Peter  deploy  es,  A rchdeacon  of  Bath  (two  an-  cap.i4.Plinius 
cient  Engiifh  Writers;  (l ) ' fiLnaas  Sylvius  (afterwards  Secundus,Pa=a 

Pope  Pius  the  l)  and  CJWr*  (m)  Radolphus  Gualiher , negyr.Traiano 

r . r dift.p#  3 8,4y# 

Alexander  abAlexandro  1.6.  c.9.  * See  Vincentius  Speculum  H»ftorialel.2p.c.4i.See 
here p.47 1,47 2. * Hiftoriaelib.i  f.cap.}i,;4.  ; Hinc enimmimi, faiii,  balatroneSjac- 
milinni,gladiatores,paleftritae,  gignadii,  praefligiatores3malefici  quoque  multi,  et 
tota  ioculatorum  feena  proced it. Quorum adeo error  invaluit, ut  a praeclaris domibus 
non  arceantur,  etiamilli  qui  obfeaenispartibus  corporis, oculis  omnium  earn  ingenint 
turpitudinem,  quam  crubefcat  videre  vel  Cynicus.  Quodquemagismirere,  ncctunc 
ciiciunturjquar'do  uimulruantcsinferiuscrebro  fonituaerem  fa^dant , etturpiterin- 
clufurr^turoiucprodunt.  Nunquidtibi  videtur  fiapiensqui  oculoa  velauresiftis  exs 
pandit?/>  Hu(nsCtirUhum,l.\,t,%,J‘ee. 4.5c  7.  ^ Regis  ntcuriam  fequuntura{liduc,hia 
ftrionescandidatrice«,aleatoresjduIv'orarii,  caupones,  nebulatores,  mimi,  balatrones, 
idgenusomne.  Epi(h  14  bibl,VatrumTom,\i,  pars  ».p.7i4.  B,  See  Epifi.  8f.  f.7^9 .E« 
J Magna  pcccandi  facultasfequuurprincipatum  : adeft  irritamentumgulre,  copia  vi- 
ni,  etlautte  gloria  metifiae;  afTuntcorruptorcs3adulatoirs,  ioculatores,  hiftriones,qui 
arcemadolcrcentiaeundiquenitunturexpugnare.  Quod  fi  tempus  dirf’ercndidarctur, 
monftrarem,  omnes  homines  ftultosetfe  qui  vitam  habentesaliam  in  qua  poffint  ho* 
nefteviveie,in  curibprincipum  fe  pras  ipitant.  Ideo  vos  tanni  n moneo,  ut  agruni 
hunc  hiftrioncset  adulatorcs,acaliosnebulones metere  finatis,qHinigrum  in  Candida 
vertunt;  nullus  enim  viris  bonis  apud  principes  locus,  nulla  emolumenta  labo»" 
rum  &c.  Eptjj.lib  1 4,0-  Epifi.  166^.7  xi.See  p.723,7  *6,727.  wCom« 

prehenduntur  ergo  hoctitulo  molies  et  delicatuli,  omncfq}  voluptarum  illicitarunx 
miniftri  five  artifices,  qualesfunt  mimi , ludioncs,circulatores,  cantorcs,  cytharaedi, 
parafiti,len©nes,  et  his  omnibus  detcrioribuseunuchi,f'pardones,atquecyn2edi.SoIent 
tales  regum  magnerum  aulas,  et  urbes  celebriores  frequentare,  eo  quod  in  illis  quae- 
(him ubenimum  fibi  propofitum  videant  5tc.  Horn,  1 1.  inN*b*mpag%  2X4,  215.  See 
here  jm£479» 4^0,48  x. 
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» Vis  enim  alia  havepublikely  complained  and  bewailed  in  their  wri- 
audirequceo-  tings;  that  Sta^e-p layers,  Tomblers , F idlers.  Singer?, 
demenriamT*  Asters » aa^  fHC”  like  idle  perfons,  have  followed  Princes 
Qurn.im  an-  Courts, and  haunted  great  mens  houfes  ; that  they  have 
ton  funt  ilia?  there  found  accejfe  and  harbour , when  as  experienced, ver- 
Tbeatra  cm-  turns,  wcll-defcrving  men , have  beene excluded,  contem- 

gregant,ct  me-  ne£  an(lre/it  4rVay  without  reward : the/ r caterpillars  and 
retr'eum  cho-  a r 1 J , , • • 1 • / 

fos  illic  indu-  PeJ*s  °'  commonweale  , not  onely  anticipating  in  the 

ccntes,  etpue.  meanewhile  their  charity  to  the  poore, their  bounty  to  men 
ros  feortantes,  ofbeftdefert,  but  even  exhau fting  their  treafure s,depr a- 
et  qui  miiiria  <ving  their  manners,  fomenting  their  uices  to  the  pubhke 
ifa^oram-C*to-  Prej,i(^ce>  an^  their  owne  et email  perdition  : But  this 
tum  popuJum  they  cenfure  as  their  fhame,  their  folly  and  overfight, 
in  loco  fuperio*  not  their  praife;  as  did  St.  fhryfofiome  long  agoe, 
re  facinne  con  whofe  words  I would  thefe  Objectors  would  obfer  ve  : 
flderc.  Siccivi*  Wilt  thou  heare  againe  (faith  he)  fome  other  things 

--  which  Jhew  the  folly  and  madnejfe  af  thefe  wife  Law-gi - 

reges , quos  vers  ? T hey  gather  together  Players  & Theatres, & bring 
Temper  propter  in  thither  tr copes  of  harlots,  of  adulterous  youthes  &c. 
trophic  a etvi-  making  all  the  people  to  fit  on  fcaffolds  over  them  : Thus 
&orias  admi-  recreate  the  fitty;  thus  doe  they  crewne  great 

nantes.3  At  qui  Kings,  whofe  victorious  tropbees  they  admire.  But  alas 
<juid  eft  hoc  what  is  more  cold  than  this  honour  l What  more  unplea* 
honore  frigis  (ant  than  this pleafure  ? cDoeft  thou  then  fe eke  applauders 
dius?  Qiiid  vo-  of  thy  aEHons  among  thefe  ? Tell  me, I pray  thee , wilt  thou 
xucun^  uj?1  E^x  ?rA*f€d  with  dancers,  with  effeminate  perfons,  Stage - 
his  ergo  quiris  flayers,  whores  l *sfnd how  can  this  be  but  the  very  ex - 
ftftom  n tuo-  tremity  of  folly  and  frenuie  ? But  thou  wilt  Jay , the/e  are 
rum  laudato=  infamous  perfons.  Way  then  doefi  thou  honour  Kings, 
why  doefi  thou  murther  Citties  by  fiuch  who  are  infa- 
mous ? Why  doefi  thou  beflow  fo  much  upon  them For 
if  they  are  infamous,  they  ought  to  be  cafi  out , &c.  It  is 
therefore  no. Leffe  then  madnejfey  then  extreme]}  folly  in 

quaefo,  lauda* 

rt?  Et  quomodo  hxc  non  fuerint  extreme  dementia:  * At  funt,inquis,  infames.  Cur 
ergo  per  in  fames  reges  honoras?Cur  civitates  enecas?  Cur  autem  in  eos  tam  multa  im« 
pendis  ? Nam  ft  ftmt  infames,  infames  oportetexpdlijna  cur  cos  fecifti  infames  ^ &c* 
H*vl  i C*r.\ .Tom. /{.Ctl.}  5 6, 

St. 


res?  et  cum  fal- 
tatoribu*,mol- 
Kbu<  etmimis. 
et  mcretrici- 
bus , vis  die 
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St.  Chryfottomes  judgement,  to  honour,  to  (fourt  Kings  o Praetcreo  Hi^ 
or  great  ones  with  Places  or  common  zsfttors:  and  a farre  ^noncs  3tcll,c 
greater  frenzie  is  it  for  fuch  to  fofter,  to  applaud  them,  lot^  vulgi C 
and  to  be  praised  by  them->'fo)  becaufe  no  true  praife  can  ]audcs,  quas 
proceed  fromuany,  but  fuch  who  really  deferve  applaufe  virprudenspro 
themfelves.  Adde  we  to  him  the  verdid  oflaborious  ni^^°  rcPuta' 
Gualther , (p)  who  reputes  tt  an  argument  of  corrupted,  ^t:  4uia  nu^a 
of  everted  difcipline , that  at  this  day  Players , letters,  nifT  a^veri^pro- 
effeminate  perfons , and  further  ers  of  mo  ft  dijhoneft  plea-  veniat  lauda- 
Jures  are  in  great  requeft  in  Princes  Courts  and  in  great  tis.  AEnea*  Syh 
cities ,crc.  which  he  there  proves  at  largc.To  him  I lhal  u,m  EP^  h 1 
annex  that  notable  paffage  of  Olaus  Magnus  to  the  like  * ' ls*'!pjfa 

purpofe,  well  worth  all  Princes,  all  Players  and  Play-  vanever.Twa. 
haunters  moft  ferious  confideration  : in  his  Hiftorial.  nodiclusp.tf. 
15.C.  3 1.  De  Hiftrionibus  et  Mimis.  W here  he  writes  v Magnum  er* 
thus.  T^emo  miretur  quod  hie  etiZTX  pefftma  occupatione 
repletn  fit  hac  chartula puflla,  nempe  talibus  hominurria  afffll 

generibus,  quorum^  numerus  ett  mftnitus,  et  Uinta  repu-  mentum  eft, 
tationis  in  curijs  et  menfls  fublimiunu  ^Domworum , ut  quod  hedie 
fere  vel  nullum  vel  exiguum  credatur  adejfe  folatium  in  regum  auli* 
prater  unicum  hoc  quod  emanat  ab  infamibus  hie  tt^roto-  ct  clvltatl^u^ 
mimis  t Refert  Trebellius,  * Galerum  in  t ant um  dilexijfe 
feurraset  parafitos,  etid  genus  infamia  hominum,  ut  po . mojliculi , et 
neret  eos  in  fecunda  fuamenfa.  Si  confilium  * Suetonij  voluptatumin* 
locus  habuijfet , tales  mimi  publico  jpettaculo  virgis  et  honeftiflima- 
fiftr* remotinfqtte effugati fuijfent :qmd et  Vincen-  inmc- 

tius  injpeculo,  Hiftoria?  lib.294C.4i.  de  rege  CjallU  Phi-  tiohabentur, 
lippo  attettaturi  quern  afferit  dixife  , Hiftrionibus  da - exclufis  inte- 
rs eft  damonibus  immolari,&c.  Andcap.34.  Deabjecta  rim  et  con- 
commendatione  Mimorum,  et  utili  laude  prudentium:  tcmPjJs  Vlr,s. 
where  he  thus  exprefleth  himfelfe.  Sed  nec  ignotum  u-  confiliova?cm, 
niverfs  relinquitur,  Qvanta  Ignominia  Prin-  ct  qui  mu'ti-  * 
CIPIEVS  Sit,  AUt  laudis  cupidis  d talibus  commenda - plici  rerum  ex* 

perientia  in- 

ftruftifunt;  ut  interim  dc  pauperibus  ctcgenis  nikil  dicam  quibus  principum  aulas 
neinfpiccrc  quidem  licet,  ct  quibus  per  urbesopulentiores  vix  tranfitus  conccditur* 
i.;«  NAhxm  y.i 24,11  f So  ftileshc  the  profefTPm  of  a Stage- player.  ^ Ga* 

liennm.Sceherep.  4$f.  r Suetonii  0&avius,feft.45.Sec  here  p.  4*9,4 60, 
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/The  profcfli 
on  and  end  of 
Stage- players, 
what  it  is. 


t Plutarchi 
Cato. 


* Aliquis  vir 
bonus  nobis 
digendus  eft, 
ac  Temper  ante 
oculos  haben- 
dus,  ut  fic  Un- 
quamillo  fpc- 
idante  viva- 
nuis,et  omnia 
tanejuam  illo 
videntcfacia- 
*niis;necimme. 
*ixo.  Magna  e* 
aim  pars  pec- 
catorum  tolli. 
fur,  fi  peccatu- 
xis  teftis  aff:- 
Rar.  Seneca  £• 
t'fl.  t uEtcLllid. 

* Nota  bene. 


■9  See  here 
J*7* 


ri, ( f)  quorum  pracipua  profejfio  eft  infamibus  colludere, 
turpibufque  colloquys  bonos  mores  corr ampere , eofq • effd- 
mmatos  efficere,  ac  hbidinofos  redder e et  l uxuriofos ; pra- 
ter ea  comadiarurru  more  adult erut  et  ftupra  reprefentare 
vel  concinnerey  unde Jpeftandi  enafeatar  voluptas  et  con - 
fuetudo3ac  turpiftima  quaque  faciendi  licentia perniciofi , 
et  denique  ad  omnium-*  vir  or  urn^  graviurru  obmutefeere 
rationem-t  et  cenfurarru . CH\HS  ra  teft*s  e&  (* ) Maf- 
ftlienfts  merctriXy  qua  in  aftu  publico  proftans  veftemq • 
deducens,gravi  C atone  vifo  defeendere  in  Speftaculum^, 
dgeftu feftatirru  continuity  et  alys  mir antibus , ait3feve- 
rum->  virunu  adeffe:  qua  quiderru  voce  oftendit , longe 
plans  effe  * gravijfimi  viri  ajpeftum3qudrru  totius  populi 
applaufum , Quoctrcdy  etfi  cunfti,maxime  principes  lau- 
dariappetant,  Tamen  Intime  Cav  E ANT,  tie  id  pro* 
cur ant  vel  admittani  fieri  AB  HiSTRIOMIBVS  Et 
PaotomImis  Nisi  Similes  Illis  jEstima- 
Ri  Et  Forsan  Esse  Volvnt.  Vera enim laus ha- 
beri  debet , qua  d laudato  viro  proficifcitur  , quia  d tali 
viro  emanat  qui  vir  tut  e praditus  cum  laude  venit . Sed 
haeperamplius  verior  ejfejudicatur>qua  ex  reft  e fa  ft  is  et 
juft  is  merit  it , multitudinis  etiam  laude  concurrent  e pro- 
cedit  : alioquin  nihil  aliud  nifi  popularem  auram  aut 
fcurrarumfucum  captant:  quo  nihil  inftabilius  aut  de- 
teftabilius  inveniri  pot  eft,  Igitur  attendendum  erit  uni - 
caique  axime  Principi  in  fublimiori  dignitate 
conftituto%ne  fic  feurr arum y mimoramyhiftrionnm , pro - 
tomimorum  brevi  tempore  deleft etur  fteftaculis,  uti  im - 
memor  filutit,  perdito  tempore , honor ey  laude , et  bono  no- 
mine in  uno  moment  o rapiatur  ad  aterna  torment  a , qua 
ab  immundis  fpiritibus  forfttan  in  umbra  et  forma  hiftri - 
onum  apparentebus  et  flagellantibas  import  unties  faftine- 
bit^fentietqae  perpetuo  flendum  effe  cum  diabolis,  ficati 
in  tnomentanea  vita  inconftderate  rtfit  cum  ftultis.  Ex • 
clamandum  hie  merit  o for  et  contra  quofdam  alti  nominis 
vir  os  yin  fublimitnte  conftitos,  qui  pro  fumma  voluptate 
duemt y fcnrrat  viderc  etaudire 3 nudas  mulientm  [v)  pt- 

ftaras 
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fturasintueri,  et  ijs  dele  Bari,  atqne  alijs  pr  there  viden- 
das ; quafi  propria  car  a,  mundns,  et  damonia  non  fuflice- 
rent  ad  infatuandum  hominem , treat  am  ad  smaginem 
Vet,  ns  et  fiudiofe  in  fuam  irreparabilem  damnationem 
excitarent  tot  importHnatijJimos  ho  ties,  ignorant  es  ver- 
hum  beats  Gregorij,  dicentie  5 Talem  te  0 fiend  is  in  corde 
dslsgere , qualem  imaginem  ante  tegerisin  ocnlis^ c.  All 
which  recited  premises , together  with  that  memora- 
blefxjfore-mentioned  worthy  fpeech  of  the  Emperor  x s*c  **rc  P* 

T rajan  to  a Courtier  , who  intreated  him  to  hcare  an  4 a’ 

active  Player  : and  that  private  advice  of  (-Macro  ,unto 

Caiftsthc  Smperour  5 (y)  in  fane  fpettanterru  fait  at  ores  y Xud*- 

itd  Ht  Hnd  gefiicularetur , ant  ad  mimorum  fcurrilia  di- 

tteria  non  fubridentem,fed  cachtnnantem pueriliter  p.  1 341,1341* 

Who  whifpered  thus  into  his  eare , ne  gui*  audiret  ali - 1343. 

)hs }bUnde  admortens ; 'Ifjndecet  te  alijs  audiendo  fie- 
ttandoque  et  ufu  cater  or  am  fenfuum  effe  fimilem-j  , fed 
tantum  debes  in  ratione  vivendi  excell  ere,  quanto  emi- 
nent ioremte  for  tun  a con  flit  nit : abfurdum  enim  fuerit 
terra  marifejue  principem,  c antibus , cavillisj  t hujufmodi 
ludisfuccumbere  : oportet  ilium  femper  et  tsbique  me  mi* 
nijfe  majeftatis  imperatoria,  tanquam  pafiorem gregi pr<e- 
fofitum } et  undicunque  dittisfattifque  in  melius  proficif- 
cere  : (a  good  leflfon  for  this  fcandalous,  ignoble,  diffo«  ^ ojon 
luteEmperour,  who  was  ndt  onelja  Jpettator  , anap-  fius,Rom.Hift. 
plauder , but  fometimes  (z.)  an  attortooofCMafques  I.59.  p 819.31 
and  Stage-play  es  to  his  et  email  flame  : ) are  Efficient  to  ^erc  P«  *6z* 
difprove  this  crack-brain5d  frentique  Obje&ion  of  an  scfnciA&  A^. 
infamous  Player  5 That  Stage-playes  are  neceffary  pa-  7.  scene  3. 
ftimes  for  the  recreation,  the  folcmne  entertainment  of  b Marcus  Au- 
Chrirtian  Princes,  States,  Embaffadours  , Nobles  3 relius  Rpift.  1 a. 
whofe  majefty,whofe  greatnes  cannot  but  difdain  fuch  ^Upr^c’sD|ia11 
bafe  infamous  fpectacles, which  make  their  (a)  osfttors  ° 
and  Spectators infamous.  Certainly  he  who  fhall  readc  e Page  38.  4 r. 
the  (b)  Epifile  of  CM  arc  us  Aurelius,  unto  Lambert ; here  ?.$6i  ,463 
the  (c)  Tanegyricke  of Q*  Tlinius  Secundus,to  the  Em-  **  Pl««archi  La. 
peror  Trajan the  anfwer  of  ( d)  sAgefilaus,  to  Calls.  Apotheg. 
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t See  A £1.  <. 
Scene  8. 
b See  Act.  6. 
throughout, 
iVfucnim  prae 
ciofa  degene 


r Sec  Mu n Aerl  pides  the  expert  tragicke  Player ;(  W70  falutingthis  royall 
Cofmogr.l.3.c.  King,  and  thrufting  himfelfe  into  hu  prefence , expetting 
Ch  nV'ic S hoping  that  this  noble  Prince  would  have  fallen  fome 

part  2 fol  fteciall  notice  of  him,  and  frozen  kindly  to  him  ; and  then 
73i  5 & perceiving  that  he  flighted  him , demanded  of  him',  Doe  ft 

71. to  8 5.  ?*<?/-  0 King, and  haft  thou  not  heard  whom  I 

/Matthew  Pa-  am?  yf,i00  looking  upon  him,  returned  htm  no  other  reply 
Thomas^WaP  ^ eyfrt  not  thou  Callipides  the  ‘Player  ? intima- 
fingham,  Hi  ft.  tin  g,that  Kings  Jbouldwholiy  contemne  fuch  lewd  inf  a- 
Angl.p.  1 1 2.  mous perfens  as  not  worthy  their  leaft  refpett:)or Guevara 
Halls  Chroni-  bis  Diall  of  Prince  s,  lib  .3.C.43.  *048.  & Att,6.Scene  5. 
toi^1 Att.y*  Scene!, 1,6.  will  prefently  adjudge  allStage- 
playes,  all  Actors,  unworthy  a Pagan,  how  much  more 
then  a Chriftian  Emperours,  Kings  or  Princes  royall 
prefence ; who  have  farre  more  honourable , maie- 
ftique,  heroicke  fports  andexercifes  to  refrefh  them- 
felves  withall  .*  as  tilting  Barriers,  luffs,  and  fuch  like 
rant,  quorum  njartiall feates,  ( the  ( e)  ancient folemne  feftivall  enter - 
aiuem  diflflcilis  tninments  of  Kings  and  loobies,  wherein  our  warlike 
pofTeffio , eos  Cfj  Englifh  Tfation  have  farre  excelled  others ;)  with  an 
fUnaf^^Sr"  ^un^re<^  laudable  exercifes,  favouring  both  of 

v?Elu\t  ieiu'  r°yalty , valour,  and  activity ; which  if  they  were  now 
nios  9 Namra-  revived  infteed  of  effeminate, amorous, wanton  (g)dan- 
le  ell  porius  no.  ces,  Enterludes,  Mafqucs  and  Stage-play es , [h~]  ejfemi • 
va  quam  mag-  nacy,  idleneffe,  adultery  ,wn  ore  dome  , ribaldry  and  [itch 
lta  ether  lewdneffe  would  not  be  Jo  frequent  in  the  world  as 
now  they  are  ♦ But  admit  this  idle  furmife  as  true  as  it  is 
fabulous,  it  then  adminifters  a pregnant  argument  a- 
gainfi  all  common  Srage-playes : for  if  Stage^playcs  be 
meet  ornaments  for  Princes  pallaces  at  times  of  greateft 
Bate  and  royalleft  entertainment, great  reafon  is  there  to 
quoque  rerum  fupprefle  their  daily  a&ing,  and  to  appropriate  them  to 
fi  lnfolitx  pro-  fuch  times,  Tuch  places,  fuch  purpofes  as  thefe , \y3for 

dierunt  fpeifla-  feare  their  ajfiduity , their  comonnes  fbouldmake  theVkf\de» 
culum  duice  J 1 

fizt.S**ec4K4tHr4lium Quaft.l.y.  c.  1.  \Ne  Numidia*  quidemregesvituperandi,  qui 
more  gentis fox  nulli  mortaUumofcuIum  ferebanr.Quicquid  enim  in  cxcclfo  faftigio 
pofitu  eft,humili  et  trita  confuctudincquo  Ht  vencrabiiius,  vacua elTcconvcnir.  Paler. 

1 7.  ft  ic  ably 


na  miran. 
cnim  compofi. 
ti  fumuSiUt  nos 
quotidiana  fi 
admiratione 
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tranfcant;con= 
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fpitably  bafe  and  altogether  unmeet  for  fuch  fublime  occa - / See  Ad.  2.  . 
/tons.  Extraordinary  royall  occalions,  perfons,  enter- 
tainments  will  not  Tuirc  with  common  proftituced  En-  Romj.y.fca!^ 
tcrludes,  which  every  tin  leer, cobler, foot-boy, whore  or  Dion  Caffius) 
rafcall  may  refort  to  at  their  pleasure,  as  they  doe  unto  R0m.Hift.Uf9. 
our  Stage-playes;  which  as  they  are  every  mans  for  his  P*8**  Poly  bis 
penny,  fo  they  are  every  dayes  Paftime  too,  at  every  Ub 
roguifli  Play-hoafe.  And  are  fuch  common  hacknie  foiafl  of  Pdn* 
Enterludes,  thinke  you,  fit  for  high-dayes,  for  Princes  ccs,l.j. 0.45,44 
Courts  and  prefence  ? If  therefore  you  will  exalt  thefe  Arias  Monta- 
fordid  Stage-playes  to  fuch  fublime  imployments  as  nusmludicum 
you  here  pretend,  you  muft  now  fhut  up  our  {landing  57  oSmc 
Play-houfes  ,and fequefrer  all  Stage-play  es fro  ru  the  vul-  raru‘m  prxci0, 
gar  crew , appropriating  therruonely  to  fome  certame  fo - fum:gaudeo  i- 
lemnepublike  feflivities  , and  times  of  royall  entertain - taque  de  illis 
went,  fas  the  (l)  ancient  Greeks  s and  Romans  did  • who  P°^e  e^e 
had  no  conftant  ( much  leffe  any  private ) 8 nter lades  aEled 
day  by  day,  but  onely  publike  Stage-play  es  , at  times  of  rebuntefle  glo- 
fublike  triumph,  or  on  the  great  folemne  Fenfr-dayes  of  riofiores,  Bern, 
their  Idol-gods,  to  whom-*  they  were  devoted:  ) that  fo  £P#  *•/•  *78* 
their  (m)  raritie  may  ennoble  them  to  fuch  royall fervices  jim  A.r  enm.ls 
as  are  pretended,  when  as  their(»  JaJJiduous  commonnefte  quri(j  rar;u^ 
hath  now  made  the  & their  A SI  or  s bafe ; too  bafe  ( I dare  Hierom,  adverf, 
fayjfor  any  Princes  prcfence,when  as  they  deeme  them-  rtgiUntium 
felves  highly  honoured,  with  the  very  meanefl:  varlets.  Volup- 
To  the  fecond  claufe  of  this  Obje&ion,  That  Stage-  ^mrior^fus* 
playes  are  neceffary  for  the  true  folemnizing  of  our  Sa-  iUvcnd  satyr.  * 
viours  Nativitie,  and  other  fuch  folemne  Chriftian  Fe-  1 r.  p.  1 1 1 . 
ftivalls;  it  is  fo  diametrally  oppofice  unto  truth,,  above  » Hoc  ftabunt* 
40  feverali  Councels,  befides  Fathers  and  other  Chri-  *l°nc,fu^c1^ 
ftian  Writers  profeflfedly  contradifting  it,  (See  Aft.  6,  que  1 ^u|chcr 
Scene  ra.  & Aft*  7.  Scene  3.)  .that  I cannot  fo  much  as  Hcrmogencs 
name  it  but  with  higheft  indignation.  Alas  into  what  unquam  legit, 
atheifticall  heathenifh  times  are  we  now  relapfed,  into  n^que  Simms 

r lfte.NiI  pra?  = 

tcrCalvum,  ctdodas  cantareCattillum.  Hsrego  ludo,Qaas  neque  in  a:dc fonant, 
certantia  mdice  Tarpa,  Nec  redcantitcruu  atque  iterura  fpcctaada  thcatris,H»r4/9Srt'Q, 
Lr&t.  10, 

what 
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Scene  i,i,  j. 
& Chorus. 

< Qualis  h*c 
rcligio,  aut 
quanta  maic* 
ftas  putanda 
eft,quse  ado- 
ratur  in  tem- 
plis,  iliuditur 
intheatris?Et 
qui  haec'fecc* 
rint,  non  p«- 
nasviolati  nu 


what  a dupendious  height  of  more  than  Pagan  impiety 
are  we  now  degenerated,  when  as  Stage-playes  (the 
ver y [je,J  chief efi  pompes  and  ornaments  of  the  mofi  exe» 
crable pagan  Idols  fcfitvities ) are  thought  the  necefiarj 
appendants  of  our  mofi  £ a J holy  (fhriflian  folcmnities  ? 
when  as  we  cannot  fan&ifie  a Lords-day ,,  oblerve  a fife 
of  November , or  any  other  day  of  publike  thankfgi- 
vingto  our  gracious  God,  nor  yet  celebrate  an  Eafter, 
a Pentecoft,  or  luch  like  folemne  Feads,  (muchleflea 
fhrifimajfe,  as  we  phrafeit)  in  a plaufible  pious  fore, 
(as  too  many  [ ~h\ ] paganizing  (fhrtfiians  now  conceit) 

. . . without  drinking,  roaring,  healthing,  dicing,  carding, 

^b^lhonoratnit,  dancing,  Mafques  and  Stage-playes  ? which  better  be- 
ctiamlaudati-  come  the  facrifices  of  Bacchus,  than  the  refurredion, 
que  difeedunt.  the  incarnation  of  our  mod  blefled  Saviour,  [V]  which 
LdBant.  Dt  lu-  are  m§f}  eXecrably  prophaned , mofi  unchnfiianly  difho • 
^Nonimitan  n0HrecL™ith  thefe  Bacchanalian  paftimes.  What  pious 
di  nobis  funt*  Chridian  heart  bleedes  not  with  reares  of  blood,  when 
qui  Tub  Chrh  he  beholds  the  (acred  Nativitieof  his  fpotleffc  Saviour, 
ftiano  nomine  transformed  into  a feftivitie  of  the  fouled  Divels?  when 
Gentilcm  vita  he  diall  fee  his  bleffed  Iefus,  \d J who  cam:  to  redecme,t& 
Zrf  Ca^  mett  fr0™-*  their  finnes , and  to  purifie  unto  him - 

liud  convert  fetfe  a f^nliar  people  zealous  of  good  worlds  ; entertai- 
tione  teftantur.  ned,  honoured,  courted,  ferved  like  a Dwell,  yea  rather 
hierom,  Epift.  [V]  crucified  and  nailed  to  his  croffe  againe , with  nought 
elfe  but  defperate  notorious  (innes  . by  an  unchridian 
crew  of  Chridians,  ( I might  fay  Pagans> or  O’]  in* 

carnateDivels)  who  during  all  the  facred  time  of  his 
Nativity  , when  they  fhould  be  mod  holy  , are  more 
efpecially  and  that  profeflfedly  too,am:>d  impure  peo» 
ufc  of  the  le  2ea*ous  °f  nothing  but  of  Stage-playes^dicing,  dan- 

fur^of  this^  cing,healthing,rioting,and  fuch  evill  workes,as  would 
prefent  life.  make  the  very  [h~^  lewdefi  Fagans  to  blufh  for  fhame. 
London  if8o. 

p.lf.toj  i.Sc  Nicolausde  Clemangis,DeNovis  celebritatihu<non  inftituendis,p,i4{ 
toif*,  ^Mattb.9d ^Tir.i  *4.  eHcbr.io.*9.c.6.6.  Ro.i  .7.  f Nomine Chriftiam, 
fe  Pz*ir\i'Bew*rdiH  Vita  S*n3i Mtlacbis,  g Iohn  844.  Fphef.  i.t.  1 Tohn  $ .8.  h See 
ialviaa  DcGubern.Dci,  I.4.  i^7,i  8c  my  Healths  $ickndTe,p.ti. 

// 
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religionis  ho« 
mines  ctiam 
folennia  eo- 
rumconfcien- 
tiapotius  qua 
lafcivia  cele- 
branr.Grande 
fcilicetoffici- 
um  focos  et 
thcros  in  pub- 


[Y]  Is  this  the  honour,  the  entertainment,  the  gratitude,  , pr0ptcrea  i- 
the  holy  fervice,  the  welcome  we  render  to  our  Savi-  gitur  publid 
our,  for  his  Nativity,  his  incarnation  or  his  padioa,  to  holies  Chrifli* 
court  him  thus  with  heathenifh  Playes  or  hellifh  pa-  anl  <l”,a  imPe* 
(times  , as  if  he  were  no  other,  no  better  than  a Pagan  usn^cl5 
Idol  or  infernal l Divel,  who  were  alwayes  worfhipped,  menticntes.nT. 
courted  with  fuch  foiemne  Enterludes  ? Ar t\JQ(fhrifi  que  temerario* 
and  *3  elial  (think  e we)  reconciled  forts  there  no  diffe-  honorcs  di- 
rence  betweene  our  Saviours  Nativity,  and  a Divel-I-  c5t»clu,a  vcr* 
dols  birth-day  y that  we  thus  commemorate  them  in 
the  leifefame  manner?  For  how  did  the  [7J  idolatrous 
Gentiles  honour , or  pleafe  their  Iupiter,  Venus,  Flora, 

Jlpollo ,3 erecynthea,B acchus , and  fuch  like  FHvel-gods 
upon  their  gaudieft  feafl-dayes , but  with  healthing,  dan- 
cing, UWafcjues  and  E*rage-playes  $ the  very  workes  and 
pompes  of  Satan,  invented  for,  appropriated  to  thefe  I- 
dols  lervice,  as  I have  largely  proved  ? and  how  doe 
we  Chriftians  fpend  or  celebrate  for  the  moft  part  5 the  ^,curr?  c<luccrea 
Nativity  Jof  our  Saviour  , but  with  fuch  heathenifh  cH^i ta tern ~ 

(ports  as  thefe , which  Turkes  and  Infidels  would  ab-  tabern*  habi. 
horre  to  praclife?  {jnfp  wickednes,0 prophanejfe beyond  tu  obolefacere, 
all  expreffion  ! even  thus  to  abufe  our  Saviours  folemne  vino  lutumco* 
birth-time, as  to  make  it  a patronage  f of  all  kinde  of finne ! 8ere  3 Gaterva.- 
W ere  wee  to  celebrate  the  very  fouleft  Idol-Divels  adlniuriastad 
birth-day  (as  \n~\many  wretches  doe  in  deedes,  whiles  impudentias, 

ad  libidinis 

illecebras?  Siccine  exprimitur  publicum  gaudium  per  publicum  dedecustt-fceccine  lo« 
lennes  diesprincipum  decent, qux  alios  dies  non  decent  ? Quj  obfervant  difeiplinam 
de  Caefarisrefpe&u,  ii  earn  propter  Cxfarem  delerunt,  et  malorum  licentia  pietas  critj 
occafio  luxuriae  religio  deputabitur?  O nosmerito  damnandos  ! cur  enim  vota  et 
gaudia  Caefavum  expungimus  ? cur  dielxto  non  laureis  poftes  adumbranms?  nec  lu« 
cermsdiem  infringimus?  Honefta  res  cfUblcnnitate  publica  exigenteinducerc  do* 
mui  tune  habitum  alicuiusn»vi  lupanaris.  Tertuh  Apologia  adverfa  Genies , r<*p.$o,3  i# 
Tom.i,pAg.  682.  which  way  bemojl  aptly  applied  to  our  Ckriftmafies.  l\  2 Cor.6.  15,1^. 
I See  Here  A£l.  1 . Scene  & A&.  f . Scene  8 . &’,Holkot  Lc&io  1 7 in  Lib. 

S<ipientiae,fohi  33.  m Quis  unquam  crederet  irrque  in  hanc  contumeliam  Dei  pro* 
grefTurameflehumanaecupiditatis  audaciam,  utid  ipfum  in  quo  Chriflo  imuriam 
faciunt,  dicunt  ie  obChrifti  nomen  dfefa&uros.  O iuxftimabile  facinuset  prodi. 
giolum  ! Salvun  De  Gubtrn.Dti  134.  n Iohn  8.44.  Ephef.  2.2. 
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0 See  Ad.  (• 
Scene  1,1,  3. 

De  Gubern, 
Dei  I.7.  p.2  5y> 
1 S9- 

f Ephef.?.l 
q Fiuntetinm 
nunc  etdelida 
religiofa.  Cy* 
fttA'l  Eptfk'.i. 
Ep.i.Domto. 
r Exod.  3 z,6. 

1 Cor.  10.7. 

/ D'etrimcn- 
tum  iam  dies 
fentic.  Sunt 
quioffeia  lu 
cis  no&tfq-, 


they  foiemnize  Chrifts  in  fhew)  how  could  we  pleafe 
or  honour  him  more,than  to  court  him  with  lalcivious 
Mafquesor  Srage-playes,  (an  £0]  invention  of  and  for 
him] elf e,  which  he  hath  oft  ex  ailed  from-*  his  worfkippers 
upon  his  felemne  feflivals  : ) or  to  give  him  the  very 
Id felame  welcome  that  moil  men  give  to  Chrift,in  the 
feaft  of  his  Nativity  ; when  the  Divell  hath  commonly 
more  profdled  publike  lervice  done  him,  than  all  the 
yeare  bciide  ? For  may  I not  truly  write  of  our  Englifh 
Citties,  and  Country  villages  in  the  Chriftmasfcafon, 
as  Salvian  did  of  Rom e:*  Video  qttafl fcaturientem  vitijs 
civimtem^video  urbem  omnium  iniqmmtum  generi  fervi- 
enterru,  plenam->  quiderru  turbis,  fed  magis  turpitudinim 
bus : plenam->  divitijs , fed  magis  vitijs  : Vincentes  fe  in - 
vicem->  homines  nequitia  flagitiorunu  fuorH7n->,  alios  im - 
pervcrtuntjnec  puritate  eertantes , alios  vino  languidos  , alios  cruditate 
ocdos'hedcr f ^lflenros^os  fi^tis  redimitos , illos  unguento  oblitos , cun- 
na oravescra-  ^ 05  vano  tuxus  marcore perditos,fed  pene  omnes  una  er - 

pula,quam  ap  ^orunu  morteproflratos  : non  omnes  quiderru  vinolentia 
petere  noxcx-  temulentos  , fed  omnes  tamen  peccatis  ebrios . ‘Populos 
pit-.*  Qualis  il-  pmares  non  fahi  flatus , non  fui  fenfus , non  animo  incolu~ 
dTc^mrC°n^uo°  meS>  non  gradu  , quafi  in  morerru  baccharunu  crapula 
natuu  ’(utTii  infer  vientes-  &c,  Thofe  who  are  tempe- 

VirgiiiuOpcdi.  rate  and  abftemious  at  all  other  times , prove  Epi- 
bus aoitris fub-  cures  and  drunkards  then.  Thofe  who  make  con- 
fcience  to  Qp]  reteeme  all  other  feafons , deeme  it  a 
[jf]  P°^4t  °f  Christianity  to  mijpend  all  this , [V]  eating , 
drinking,  and  riflng  up  to  play,  whole  day es  and' nights 
together. Thole  who  are  civill  at  other  feafons,  will  be 
now  deboift;  and  fuch  who  were  but  lobcrly  diflblute 
before(if  1 may  fo  fpeak^will  be  now  Hark  mad3fbrget- 
pcr.  Talis  ho=  noC  onety  their  Saviour  but  thcmfelves.Thofe  who 
rum  contraria  repute  it  a fhame  to  be  unruly  dilorderly  any  other  part 
omnibus  non  of  the  yeare;  thinke  it  an  honour  to  be  outrggioufly  dif* 

regiofcd  vita  ordered  and  diftempered  now,  [_f~\  turning  day  into 
eft.Suntquif  v y *“  J s 7 

darn  iaeadem  urbe*  Antipodes,qui  nec  orieatem  fblem  unquam  viderunt,  necoccir 
demem.Hostucxii'iima5fcircqucmadmodum  vivendum  eft,  qui  udeiunt  quando? 

night,. 


ditos  e conti  a- 
rio  pofuit,Nof- 
queubi  primus 
equis  oriens  , 
afflavitanhe- 
lis , Illis  fera 
rubens  accen- 
ts it  lumina  vcf* 
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Et  hi  mortem 
timent,  in  qua 
fevivicondide* 
runt?  tarn  in - 
fa  ufti  omir.is 
quam  no&ur. 
nae  cives  funt. 
Licet  in  vino 
unguentoque 


night , and  night  into  day,  again#  the  courfe  of  nature , 
like  Seneca  his  <*s4nt ipodes , letting  no  bounds  to  any 
lull.  That  which  is  not  tollerable  at  other  times  feemes 
laudable  unto  moft  men  now  : that  which  were  it  done 
ac  any  other  feafon  cou’d  not  bu:  be  condemned  as  an 
execrable  finne , becomes  now  a vertue,  at  lead  a veni- 
all  crime.  In  a word,  thofe  who  make  a hinde  of  con- 
fcience  of  drinking,  amarous  dancing  ^ealthing^dicing,  tenebras  fuas 
id!enefte,Stage-playes,andofevery  finne  at  other  times,  cxigant,licet 
[j^deeme  it  a fart  of  their  piety  to  maVe  no  bones  of  ePqJls»  e.tin 
thefe,  ofany  deboiftndTe  or  prophaneffe  now  : thofe  fc^ui^diiSL 
who  are  conlhnt  in  religious  familie-duties , now  dif-  tis,  return  pci- 
continue  them  ; thole  who  remembred  their  Saviour  verf*  vigilia? 
and  finnes  before,  now  quite  forget  them  : thofe  who  tcmPus  didu* 
feemed  Saint’s  before, turne  Divels  incarnate  now:  thole 
who  were  reafonable  men  before,  are  metamorphofed  iuftaVb?faci« 
into  bv  alls  or  mongers  now : thofe  who  were  former-  unt.  Mortuis 
ly  good  at  lead  in  outward  fhew,  doe  now  turne  bad;  certe  inte.diu 
and  all  who  were  bad  before,  prove  now  ten  times  parentantur , 
worfe;&  all  under  this  pretence  of  folemnizing  Chrifts 
Nativitie,  as  if  he  were  delighted  onely  with  their  fins. 

Thus  doe  we  even  crucifieour  blefied  Saviour  in  his  /Nunc  facili- 
very  cradle,and  like  that [yJTyrant  Herod,  feeke  to  take 
away  his  life, as  foone  as  he  is  born,  whiles  we  thus  impi- 
oufiy  celebrate  & prophane  his  birth, & eve  pierce  him  „on  omniunu 
through  with  thefe  grofle  diforders which  are  now  too  faci  kismaio- 
frequent  among  many  Chriftians.Should  Turkes  & In-  rum  crumnum 
dels  behold  our  Bacchanalia  Chriftmas  extravagancies,  quam  mmo* 
would  they  not  thinke  our  Saviour  to  be  a glutton  , an 
Epicure,  a wine-bibber,  a Divell,  a friend  of  publicanes 
and finners , as  the  * Iewes  once  fiiled  him  ; yea  a very 
Bacchus  a God  of  all  diflblutenelTe,  drunkennelfe  and 
diforder,  fince  his  Nativitie  is  thus  folconized  by  his 
fo'lo vverSjWho  are  never  fo  dilToIutely,  fo  exorbitantly 
deboift  in  ail  kindes,as  in  this  his  fefti vail?  Would  they 
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hancenim  morum  probrofitatem  propeomnL  Ecclefiaftica  plcbs  red.i&a  eft  ; utin 
cunfto  populoChriftiano  genus  quodammodo  (anditatis  ft, minus die  vitiofum  See. 
Sdlvit  i Ve GHberu.Dei * Luke  7. 3 ^Matth.p.jjf.Iohn  7**0. 
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not  take  up  that  fpeechin  Salvian . * £cce  equates  funt 
cjtii  Chrijiunu  colunt  ? falfum->  plane  Mud  eft  quod  ai - 
nnt  fe  bona  difeere,  cjuod  ja ft ant fe  (anfla  legis  pracepta 
rettnere . Si  enirru  bonadifeerent,  boni  ejfent . Tails  pro - 
feflo  fefla  eft , quale  s et  fe  ft  at  ores:  hoc  funt  abfque  dubto 
quod  docentur.  *y4pparet  itaque  P roph etas  quo s habent 
impuritaterru  docere,  et  <*yTpo(tolos  quos  legunt  nefaria 
fcnfeffe,  et  Evangeliaquibus  imbuuntur  hacqua,  tpfifaci - 
unt  pradicare . fPoftremo  (an  ft  ad  fhriflianis  fierent , fi 
fhrifiusfanftadocuijfet . JfLftimari  itaque  de  cultoribus 
fulspotefi  ille  qui  colitur « Quomodo  cnirru  bonus  magifter 
eft , cujus  tarru  malos  videmus  e(fe  difctpulos?  Ex  ipfo  c- 
nirru  fihriftiani  funt , ipjunu  audiunt » ipfurru  legunt : 
prompt unu  efi  omnibus  (fhrifti  mtelligere  do  fir mayru . 
Vide  fhriflianos  quid  agant , et  evidenter  potefl  de  ipfo 
Chrijlo  feiri  quiddoceat . Would  they  not  condemne 
our  God,  our  Saviour,  our  religion,  and  loath  both 
them,and  us  ? qui  it  a agimus  ac  vivimus,  ut  hoc  ipfurru 
quod  Cbriflianus  populus  effe  dicitur , opprobrium ->  (fhri- 
fti  effevideatur  • as  the  fame  Father  fpeakes*  O inafti- 
mabilef acinus  et  prodigiofurru  ! J£uid  non  aufz  Jint  im - 
probce  mentes,in  the  Chriftmas  feafon  ? trTrmant  fe  ad 
peccandumj  per  Chrifli  nomen  ; auftorem  quodammodo 
fin  fceleris  V eurrufaciunt : et  cum  interdiflor  ac  vindex 
malorum  omnium  fihriftus  ft,dicunt  fe  fcelus  quod agunt 
agere  pro  (fhrifio . Such  are  our  graceleile  unchriftiati 
Chriftmas  lives  : who  when  as  our  Saviour  daily  cries 
^ unto  us:  * Let  your  Itghg  fojhim  before  men  , that  they 

may  fee  your  good  workes,  and  glorifie  jour  Father  which 
is  in  heaven : we  on  the  contrary  live  fo  in  the  Chrift- 
mas feafon,  (that  I fpeake  not  of  ocher  times)  that  the. 
fonnes  of  men,  that  Infidels  and  Pagans  may  openly  be- 
hold our  evill  workes,  and  blafpheme  our  Father,  our 
moft  blefled  Saviour,  who  is  now  grieving  in  heaven, 
whiles  we  are  thus  difliohouring  his  Nativitie  here  on 
earth.  And  fhould  not  our  hearts  then  finite  us,  fhouid 
not  lhame  confound  us  all  for  this  our  heinous  finne  ? 

for 
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for  this  our  indignity  to  our  blefTed  Lord  and  Saviour, 
who  never  findes  worfe  entertainment  in  the  world 
than  in  the  feaft  of  his  Nativity,  when  he  expe&s  the 
beft  ? O let  us  now  at  length  remember,that  our  holy 
Saviour  was  borne  into  the  world  for  this  very  pur- 
pofe,  Qv] t0  redeeme  and  call  us  from  (not  to ) tbofe  finnes  * Matth.9.  1 $, 
and  finfull  pleafures ; \jy~]to  deflroy  out  of  us  (not  to  ereeff  f p^S 
within  us)  tbofe  very  workes  and  pompes  of  Satan,  which  j x i0*hn  5.5,8. 
now  we  more  efpecially  pra&ife  at  his  facrcd  birth- 
tide  .*  as  if  he  were  borne  to  no  other  purpofe  , but  to 
fet  hellloofe,  to  give  a liberty  to  all  kinde  of  wicked- 
neffe*  and  to  prove  a meere  broker  (for  luch  a one  men 
then  make  him)  to  the  very  Divelh  Did  we  but  feri- 
oufly  confider  and  beleeve,that  our  Saviour  Chrift  was 
for  this  end  borne  into  the  world ; that  bee  might  Tit  2# 
purifie  and  wafb  us  both  from  the  guilt , and  power  of  all  ^ iohn  1.  7.9, 
our  finnes  in  his  mofr  precious  blood : [jf\  that  hee  might  Rev.  1.5.  Heb. 
fanttifie  andcleanfe  us  with  thewajhingof  water  by  the  9*M* 
word  from  all  iniquitie  , and  prefent  us  to  himfelfe  a * 
glorious  (fhurcb  without  any  [pot  or  wrinkle:  that  he  °F* 

might  teach  us  to  deny  ungodline Jfe  and  worldly  lufts,  and  n,i  5. 

tolivefoberly,  righteoufly  and  godly  in  this  prefent  evill 
world,  expetting  every  day  his  fecond  comming : [_c~fthat  * Ig4* 
he  might  quite  deflroy  out  of  us  the  workes  of  the  Divell , 1 ° n 
■purge  us  fr'ont-f  all  iniquitie,  and  purifie  us  unto  himfelfe 
a peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  workes:  [ d ] that  wee  ^uk.f.7  4,75. 
being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemies  might 
ferve  hinu  without  feare  in  holinejfe  and  righteoufneffe 
before  himj  all  the  dayes  of  our  lives  fe~\fhining  as  lights  e Phil.  2. 1 5. 
in  the  midfl  of  a crooked  and  perverfe  generation:^ ffthat  f 1 Pet.4.  i3 
we  fhould  henceforth  ceafe  fromfinne,  and  no  longer  live  2>3* 
the  refi  of  our  time  in  the  lufls  of  the  flefb  to  the  will  of 
men,  but  to  the  will  ofCjod : [j/]  that  we  might  be  holy  in  g 1 Pet.  x.i  5, 
all  manner  of  conver fat  ion  and  godline ffe  , even  as  hee  is 
holy,  especially  at  holy  feafons : [ [hfjthat  wee  fhould  not  h 1 
henceforth  live  unto  our  felves,  but  unto  him  who  died  for 
hs  and  rofe  againe : [Y]  that  whether  we  live  we  might  i Rom.14, 7*8* 
Ccccc  3 li  ve 
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live  unto  him,  or  whether  we  die  we  might  die  unto  him , 
And  that  living  and  dying  we  might  be  his±  ( i \)  glorify - 
inghimboth  in  our  foules  and  bodies  which  are  his.  And 
did  we  withall  remember.,  that  this  our  biefl'ed  Saviour 
(l ) hath  called  us, not  to  uncleanneffe , but  unto  holme ffe  ; 
that  he  hath  likewife  enjoyned  us,  (m)  to  cafi  off  all  the 
worses  of darkneffe,  and  to  put  on  the  armour  of  light : to 
walks  honeftly  as  in  the  day ; not  in  chambering  and  wan- 
tonneffe,  not  in  rioting  anddrunkennejfe  , ( n ) not  in  di- 
vers lutts  and pleafures , (0)  according  to  the  cottrfe  of 
this  wicked  world , according  to  the  power  of  the  Trince  of 
the  ayre , which  nowworkftb  in  the  children  of  dif obedi- 
ence, That  he  hath  ferioufly  charged  us3  ( p)  That  wee 
walke  not  from  henceforth  as  other  Cj  entiles  walks,  in  the 
vanity  of  their  mindes,  who  having  their  under (landings 
darkned,  and  being  alienated  from  the  life  of  God, and  paft 
all  feeling,  have  given  themfelves  over  unto  all  laf civ i- 
oufneffe  to  works  uncleannefie  with  greedineffe.  That 
wee  put  off  concerning  our  former  corrverfation  the  olde 
man  which  is  corrupt  ae^ordint  to  the  deceit  full  lufis • and 
that  we  put  on  the  new  man  which  after  Cjadis  created  in 
holineffe  and  true  righteoufneffe . ( q ) That  we  take  heed 
unto  our  felvcs,  left  at  any  time  ( how  much  tiore  at 
times  ofgreateft  devotion)  our  hearts  be  overcome  with 
furfet tints  and  drunkenneffe,  and  that  day  come  upon  us 
at  unawares.  ( r)  That  wecrucifre  the  fiefh  with  the  affe- 
ctions and  lufis  thereof , and  abflaine  from  flcjblji  lufis 
which  warre  again  ft  our  foules,  (f)  fince  the  time  pafi  of 
our  lives  may  fuffce  us  to  have  wrought  the  will  of  the 
Cj  entile  S',  when  as  we  walked  in  lafcivioufneffe,  lufis , ex - 
ceffe  of  wine,  revelling,  banquettings , and  abominable 
idolatries  : (t)  That  we  give  up  our  foules  and  bodies  as  • 
an  holy  and  living  facrifice  unto  God  5 not  fafinoning  our 
felvcs  to  the  courfeofthis  prefent  evili  world , (v )but  kee- 
ping our  felves  unjpotted  from  it : (x)  walking  circum - 
fiefth  as  in  the  day , not  asfooles , but  as  wife  , redeeming 
the  time  becaufe  the  dayes  are  evili ; and  making  no  provi - 
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fionfor  the  fle/h  to  fulfill  the  lufts  thereof \ Did  we  (I  fay  ) 

1 butferioufly  ponder  and  unfainedly  beleeve  all  this,  ic 
would  (bone  (y)  turneour  diftolute  Chriftmas  laugh- 
ing, into  mourning  • our  bacchanalian  Jollities  into  lin- 
lamenting  Elegies  ; our  riotous  grand-Chriftmaffes 
iritofuch  pious  Cbriftian  duties,  as  would  both  honour 
cur  Saviours  birth  day,  and  make  it  welcome  to  our 
fbule  s . Let  us  therefore  cordially  meditate  on  all  thefe 
facred  Scriptures,  on  the  ends  of  our  Saviours  bleflcd 
incarnation,  (which  was,(^)^  redeeme  us  from  all  thefe 
our  frnnes  and  fin  full  pleafures;  to  crucifie  our  lufisjo  re- 
generate and  fan  £H fie  our  depraved  natures,  to  make  us 
holy  even  as  he  is  holy , and  to  conforme  us  to  himfelfe  in 
all  things : ) and  then  this  inveterate  heathenifti  ( a ) 
common  cufiome  of  prophaning  Chrifts  Nativitie  with 
all  kinde  of  lafcivioufnefle,  wickednefle  and  delights  of 
(inne,( which  fhould  be  (pent  in  honouring, blefting and 
praifing  of  our  gracious  God  for  all  his  mercies  to  us  in 
his  Sonne:  in  Pfalmes,in  hymnes  and  fpirituall  fongs; 
in  holy  and  heavenly  contemplations  of  all  the  benefits 
we  receive  by  our  Saviours  blefled  incarnation,  in  cha- 
ritable relieving  of  Chrifts  poore  members,  and  mutu- 
all  amity  one  towards  another: ) will  become  moft  ex- 
ecrable to  your  pious  foules.  The  damnablenefte  of 
which  much  applauded  unruly  Chriftmas  keeping  that 
you  may  more  evidently  difeerne,  I (hall  for  learning 
and  religions  fake  difeover  whence  it  fprang*  and  that 
was,originally  from  the  Pagan  Saturnalia,  from  whence 
Popery  hath  borrowed  and  tranfmitteel  it  unto  us  at 
the  fecond  hand. 

The  ancient  ‘Pagan  Remans , upon  the  Ides  of 
‘December ,\jPfonfecrated to  S dturne ,and their  Cjoddeffe 
Vefla,  ( not  in  the  ^ioneth  of  lanuary , as  \JTf-Jbtac robi- 
ns mifreports)  accuflomed  to  keepe  their  Saturnalia , or 
annuall  Peafl  of  Sat urne  for  7 dayes  together , -which  they 
{pent  infeafling  Jr  inking  Jane  ingf  l ayes  and  interludes: 
t Macrobius  Saturnal,  lib.  r.  cap.  7.  pag.  27 j.  d Saturnalium, 
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e Ovid.  Fafto-  'at  the  end  of  which  they  celebrated  their  £<?[]  Fefium  Ka- 
rum lib. up. *.  lendarum , on  the firfi of  Ianuary , (now our  New-yeanes 
Tiberius  ^ay  ) to  the  honour  of  their  idol  Janus,  which  they  like- 
2 4 Afterius ' wife folemnized with  St agfplayes, Mummer ies,AFafquest 
Homil.  in  Fe-  dancing  feafiing , drinking,  and  in  fending  mutual/  2few- 
ftum  Kalenda-  yeares gifts  one  to  another , for  divers  day es  together.  In 
de^ab  Alexan  ^efe  t^e^r  Saturnalia  and  feafs  of  l anus, all  fervants 
dro  lib  3 cap  tverefet  at  hbertie,  and  became  checke-mates  with  their 
x6.  * wafers , with  whom  they  fate  at  table  : every  man  then 

>fc  See  Suetonii  wandred  about  without  controli,  and  tooke  his  fill  of  pie  to- 
O eta  vitas  fe£t,  fure,  giving  himfelfe  over  to  all  kjnde  of * luxurie,epicu - 
f Manobius  r*fme>  deb  oi fine jfff , diforder,  pride  and  wantonne ffe jf/] 
Saturnai.lib.i.  t0  Jaftimes,  interludes  ,LMummeries , Stage-play  es  ,dan- 
cap.7.  & io.  cing,  dr  unken  nefje,  and  th  of "every  diforder  s that  accom - 
Polydor  Virgil*  pany  our  grand  unruly  Chriflmajfes:  which  Saturnalia & 
De  Invent.  Re-  pagan  Fejhvalls  the  enfuing  Authors  thus  defcrtbe.Scrvi 
^The  ending  Saturnalia  can  ant  ( write  s ‘ Plutarch  ) ant  Li - 
Authors*  HoP  her  alia,  in  agro  vagantes  celebrant , ululatio  corum  et  tu- 
kot,Lc£tio  166  multus  f err e non  pofsu  pra  gaudio  et  imperitia  rerum 
i67.inlib,Sa=  pulcrarum,  talta  agent  turn  et  loquentium: 
pientiau  Hof=  G)uid  defides?  quin  bibimus  et  capimus  cibos? 

Sunt  hac  mifelle , in  prompt u:  cur  tibiinvides  ? 
Vocem  flatim  hi  dedere:  turn  Bacchi  liquor 
Infunditur ; et  corona  aliquis  ornat  caput . 

Laurique  pulcram  ad  frondem  turpiter  canit, 
Inducia  Phabo,  \anuamq ; alius  domus 
1 Fulfam  operiens,  excludit  car  am  conjugem,&c> 
Saturnalibus  tota  fervis  licentia  permittitur : ludi  per 
fecundumEpi-  urbemm  compitis agitantur  (writes  \_h~\-JMacrobius:) 
curi  decreta.  C JMaximapars  Cjraium  Saturno ,et  maxima  *Althena 

Confidant  facra,  qua  Cronia  ejfe  tterantur  ab  illls. 
Cumque  diem  celebrant , per  aoros  urbefque  fere  ontnet 
Exercent  Epulis  Uti,  famulofque  procurant 
jQuifquc  fuos , noftrique  ttidem,  et  mos  traditur  illinc 
lfie,  ut  cum  dominis  famuli  epulentur  ibidem,  &c. 
Paralleil  to  which  is  that  oF  (i)  Seneca  : December  ejt 
menfis  qug  maxime  Civitas.dejudat:  jusJuxuria  pub  lice 
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datums  eft  : ingenti  apparatu  fonant  omnia , tanquarru  ^ Sermonum 
quicquarru  inter  Saturnalia  nunc  in  ter  Jit , et  dies  reruns  J*  2-Satyr.7.p. 
agendarunu,  zWdeo  nth  il  inter  eft,  ut  non  videatur  mihi  /2^*rmjnurn 
ermftequi  dixit , olim ->  menfem->  \ Decembrerru  ejfe,  nunc  jb,  ‘ode  37/ 
annHnuy&c.  And  that  .of Horace:  » See  Hoi' pi. 

nian  De  Ori- 
gincFcftorumj 
and  the  Au- 


( k.)  *sfge  hber tut e ‘ Decembri 

( §*t?>ndo  immajores  voluerunt ) tit  ere  : narra,  &c . 

(/)  Ifunc  eft  bib endu,  nunc  pede  hbero  pulfanda  tell  us ; 
iV/swr faliaribus  ornare pulvmar  Deorum,tempus  tccj  in  tjic  ^ar. 

That  the  ancient  Romanes  (yea  and  the  Grecians  too)  gent,pag.22*, 
in  times  of  Paganifme)  did  lpend  their  Fe - 2n>234> 

r**,  and  other  folemne  Feftivals  in  dancing,  drinking,  k^Vu^Holkat* 
feafting.  Mummeries, Mafques  and  Enterludes,  thePo-  Le^i0  ^6, 
et  Virgil,  Ovid,  T ibtillus,  Ehilo  Iudaus,  with  * fundry  1 67,  in  lib. 
others,  will  plentifully  informes  us. 

The  fir  ft  of  theie  defcribes  it  thus. 

( n J Veteres  meant  pr.ofcenia  ludi 
rPremiacj\  ingentes  pagos  et  compita  circum 
Thefaida  po(uere,atque  inter  pocula  Uti, 

CMollibus  in  prat  is  unttos  J alter  e per  utres . 

T^ecnon  tsfufonqTroia  gens  mtjfa  coloni 
Verfibus  incomptis  ludunt,  rifuque  foluto  • 

Oraque  corticibus  fumunt  horrenda  cavatis , 

Et  te  Eacche  vocant  per  carmina  Uti,  tibique 
Of  cilia  ex  alt  a fujpendunt  mo  Ilia  pints. 

The  fecond,thus. 

(0)  Elebs  venit  ac  virtdes  pajftm  disjetta  per  herb  as 
Pot  at,  et  accumbat  cum  pare  quifque  fka ♦ 

Sub  jove  pars  durat:  pauci  tent  or  ia  ponunt 
Sunt  quibus  e ramis  frondea  fatla  cafa  eft . 

Sole  tamen  vinoque  calent\  annofque  pracantur 
Quot  fumunt  cyathos,  adnumerumque  bibunt ♦ 

Invenies  illic  qui  l^jfloris  ebibat  annos  ; 

Qua  fit  per  calices  faEla  Sibylla  fuos. 

Illic  et  cant  ant  quicquid  dedicer  e theatris,  ^ 

Ibidem,  n Virgil.Georgicorum  lib. i.pag. 5^7.  0 Grid  Faflorum  lib  j.p.  51. See  here 
pag.i2f  ,i  it,  1$  4,13  f , m the  margenr. 
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Fuitautem 
prifcistempo- 
ribusm  Ddo 
fiequens  Iona 
ac  accolaram 
in  infulis  cir- 
curaiacentibus 
habitantium 
conventus  j 
nam  cum  uxo* 
ribus  etlibcris 
ad  fpe&acula 
convenicbanta 
ut  nunc  lone* 
ad  ludos  in 
Dianne  Eccles 
fix  honorem 
inftitutos  con- 
fluere  fo!ent. 
Et  civitates  eo 
fakatciucho- 
ros  mittebant, 
& C'Tbrtciclides 
Htjiorue  ltl\ 
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/ Faftorum,!.  j St  ja  Han t facile s ad  fua  verba  mantis, 

J 7*  St  ducunt  pojtto  duras  cratere  choreas, 

^rum>  * CH^a^tie^ffufisfaltat  arnica  comis* 
fTriftium  I. a.  Cumredeunt,titubantyetfunt  jpettacula  vulgi 
p.i?9.  Et  for  tun  at  os  obviaturba  vocat,&c. 

/Tibullus,  lib.  Rufticus  adludos  populus  veniebat  in  urbem 

,Dc  Chcrub!m  r Stilts,  non  fluty s, UU dahatur  horns. 
lib.lol.i74,  Luce  jua  ludos  uva  commentorbabebat 

17 Quos  cum*  tadifera  nunc  habet  ille  dea,  C i c. 

% Gentiles  i=  (q)  Ibunt  femi-mares , et  inania  tjmpana  tundent , 
esferaque  tinnitus  are  re  pul  fa  dabunt . 
vlgilias  habe-  Scenafonat , ludique  vocant,fpeftate  Qmritet 
bant.Sic  in  fa-  St  fora  marte  fuo  litigtoft  vacent. 

crificiis  Bacchi  zsfnnuimus  vot is •Conful  nunc  confule  ludos ,&c . 
ctCybeles  ma-  T alia  luduntur  fumofo  menfe  ‘Decembri 

feftivitatibus  Q uajarru-  non  ulli  compofuijfe  nocet . 
lufibus  et  lux-  Thethird3thus» 

uriis  vacantes  (f)  'L^unc  mthi  nuncfumo  veter is  proferrcfalernurru 
totam  noftem  Consul  is  et  Chio  folvere  vmcla  cado, 

Jurpitertranfi-  jr$na  dienu  celebrent , no-n  fefta  luce  madere 
Eft  rubor ; err  antes  et  male  f err e pedes. 
ad  Epheiios  f.  ^ed  bene  ^Meftallarru  jua  quifque  ad  poculadicaty 
Nolite  com-  ISfumen  et  abfentis  pngula  verba  fonantt  &c* 
municare  ope-  <*yfgricola  ajftduo  primitm  fatiatus  aratro 
nbuSjinfru&u.  Cantavit  certo  ruftica  verba  pede .. 

rum  fed  raajis  et  nimio  Juffurus  Baccho  rubenti 

ledarsuitc.  & ftrimus  inexpert 0 duxit  ab  arte  choros  &c. 

Quae  amentia  Whom  (t)  Philo  I adz  us  (writing  of  the  Romans  fcfti- 
occulto  Bunt  vaisj  doth  feCond  in  this  manner.  In  emnifefto  noftro  et 
Vf1S  T celebrit&te  qua  mtramur.  Cunt  hac:  fecuritas ,remi(fto,e- 
tcrhuiufmodi  bnetas  ,potatio  ,$omeftationes  ,deltcia, oblelt  amenta^ paten- 
fxdirates  fub=  tes  janu<c}pernoHationes,indecentes  voluptates  ,infolentiat 
traxitEcdef*a  exercittu  tnteperantia,  infiptentia  meditatio , ftudda  tur- 
multas  vigdias  pitudinis,honeFlatis  pernicies , * noElurna  excitutiones  ad 
ab^omni bus  cupiditates  inexplebiles $ [omnus  diurnus  quando  vigilan- 

populis  celebrari  de  no£lc  et  folennitatibus  landorum:  HtUot.LeElio  in  1 66,  in  sip.  \ 4, 
Sapientia3fol,  15  i.See  Auguftin.Enar.in  Pfal.8o« 
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di  tempus  eft , nature  or  din  is  perverfto ; tunc  virtu  s ride-  * Herodian  Hi- 

tur  ut  noxia,  vitium  tanctnam  utile  rapitur:  tunc  in  con-  „P*?9* 

^ 1 r • ^ • Afterius  Hom. 

temptu  Junt  qua  oportet  jacere  , qua  vero  nonoportet  in  -n  pe^ir;n  Ka:s 

precio . Tunc  philofophia , et  omnis  eruditio,  divina  ani - lendarum.  O 

ma  divina  revera  ftmulachraytenent  ftlentium : ac  tfl#  vid  laftorum 

antes  qua  fuis  lenocinijs  ventri y et  his  qua  fub  ventre  I*b.uLockinair 

Junty  voluptatem  conciliant,  oftendunt  fuam  facundtam. 

Hac  funtfefta  ifiorum  qui  fe  fa/ices  dicunt : quorum  tur-  jn  jjj^  s^pienr 

pit udo  quamdiu  inter  privatos  parietes  locaque  prophana  tic.Alcuvinus, 

continetur,  minus  peccare  mtbi  videntur  : ubi  verb  tor-  De  DivinisOf. 

rentis  in  morem  populans  omnia,  vel  in  focratifftmx,  tem - fcis C^P*  4* 

pi  a irrumpit,  quicquid  in  his  (dnSlum  esl  ft  emit  continuo,  arL^iblcincg* 

factens  prophana  ficrificia  , vithma*  abfque  litatione  , feftum  diem  a* 

praces  Writ  as  y prophana  enim  myfteria  (imul  et  orgy  a, pie-  gcre  multa  Ii« 

tatcmf anftitatemque  fucatam  et  adult erinam,  caftitatetn  centia  ct  lafci. 

impuram , veritatem  faljdtam y cultum  Dei  fuperftitio - 

(urn.  <>sfdhac  quidem  corpora  abluuntur  lavacris  et  pu-  bemvadene  fo- 

riftcationibus,  affetliones  verb  anima  quibus  vita  fordi-  lebant.  Altx*n* 

datur  ynec  volant  ynec  cur  ant  eluere.  Et  ut  candidati  tem-  der  *6  Atexm « 

pla  fubeant  dant  operam , diligent er  cmaculatis  veftibus  drol^.c.i  $./«/. 

amifli^  mentem  verb  maculofiftimam  in  ipfi  facraria  pe-  1 ^ 

nit  iff! ma  tnferre  non  verentur,  A moft  accurate  Chara-  cord i ugly. 

(5lcr,  both  of  our  unruly  Chriftmafles,  and  fuch  Chrift-  y Ha?  Kalend* 

mas-men.  If  wee  now  parallell  our  grand  diforderly  lanuarii  fecun- 

ChriftmafTes,  with  thefe  Roman  Saturnals  and  heathen  dum  GentiU= 

Feftivals ; or  our  New-yeares  day  (a  chiefe  part  of  po^sdi- 

Chriflmas^  with  their  Feftivity  of  Ianusy(u)which  was  Ccn d*  funtca* 

Jpent  in  ^Mummeries ,St age-play e s ydancingyand fuch  like  vend*  , quam 

Enter  ludes , (at)  wherein  F idlers  and  others  a tied  lafcivi • KaIcnd*.Nai» 

•us  effeminate  parts , and  went  about  U heir  Towns  and 

Cities  in  women*  apparreU  : whence  (j)  the  whole  um  cojcntcs* 

diem  ipfum  muftis  fpurcitiis  facraverant.  Qtiidam  mutabant  fein  fpecies  monftrofas, 
in  ferarumqi>ehabitiistransfbrmabant.  Alii  in  fkmineogefiumutati,virilem  vultunt 
effa:minabant:  aliqui  fanaticisanguriisprofanabantur,  perftrepebant  faltando  pedb 
bus,  tripudiando  piaufibus  : etquod  histurpius  eft  nefas,  nexis inter  feutriufqj  lexus 
chori}inopsanimi,fu!erjs  vinoturba  mifcetur.Diabolicasetiam  ftrenas,etab  aliisacci. 

! piebant,etipfi  aliisrradebar.t'Jecno  etia  menfulasplenas  ad  manducandum  tota  no&c 
pararos  habeha^crederes  quod  Kalends?  Ianuarii  per  totum  annum  prxftare  poffet.Et 
quia  his  atquc  aliismiferiis  mundusuniverfus  repletuscrat,ftamitunjvcrfaIisEccieii& 
D d d d d 2 ('atholicke 
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mitanbus  an-  fbofe  heathenifh  interludes,  forts,  and  lewd  idolatrous 
dorvita*  finem  prabhfes  which  had  beene  ufed  on  it : prohibit  mi  all  fhri- 


'c*p.  013  New-yeares  day)w  holy, and  from  fending  abroad  ?few- 

1014.  J cares  gifts,  upon  it,(  a cuftotne  now  too  frequent;)*>  be- 

Htft.Dt  Off<(i)s  mg  a meere  reliqne  of  ‘Taganifme  and  idolatry , derived 
Ecdefiafticpi  L r.  fom_,  tjje  heathen  Romans  feaft  of  two  faced  1 an  us  ; and  a 

Uvghl  Pra^lfe  f°  execrable  unto  Chrittians,  that  not  onely  the 
crucin  DeVitA  whole  Catholicke  Church  5 but  even  the  4 famous 
tt  Hweftate  Ec-  founcels  of  ^Altifiodorum  and  (**)  Towres ; (fapit . 
cleft fiarnm , (fracarurru  Synodorurru,  herep.  581.  & Concil.  Con~ 

^Concil.A'tiT-  Jhne>  ( e ) ‘ssffcriM,  (f)  HRabanus  (JMaurw,  (g) 
red.  Can.i.Su-  chuvinHS,{h)Cjratian,  (i)  Iuo  (farnotenfis , ( kj  If  odor 
riusTom.i.  p.  Hijpalenfis  , (/)  Pope  Zachary  , (m)  Pope  CM  art  in  , 

7 is-  Bochellus  e„  ) Saint  fhryfoftome  , ( 0 ) CMichael  Lochmair  , 

Decreta  Ecclef.  s L J v 

GaU.4.  Tir.7»c.8. See  here  p.  580,  581.  b Quotiiam  cognovimus  nonnullosinvc- 
mri  fequi  pedes  erroris  antiqui,qui  Kalendas  lanbarii  colunr,  cum  Tanus  homo  Gen* 
tilis  fuerit  rexquidem,fcd  Dcuselfe  non  potuit.  Quifquisergo  unum  Deum  Patrem 
regnantem  cum  f iliofuoet  SpirituSando  credit  certehic  non  poteft  integer  Chri- 
ftianus  dici  qui  aliquid  de  Gentilitate  cuftod:f.Conteftamur illani folicitudinem  tam 
paftoresqu.am  presbyteros  ga-ere,utquofcunquein  hac  fatuitare  viderinr,eos  ab  Ec* 
clefia  (a  net  a audoritate  repcllant,nec  participate  fando  Attario  permittant  qui  Gen- 
riliumobfervariones  cu.ftodinnt;  Quid  enim  daemonibus  cum  Chrifto  commune,eunj 
magisfumendo  iudiciumdelida  vidcatur  adderequam  purgare?  Synodus  Turomea  2, 
Can,i. i.SttriM  Cojrtil»Tom.%  p 647 .Bocbe^ns  Decreta  Ec(l.G-iU,^.Tit,7.cap,j Tit  1 r.c.6, 
#Sermo  n.  d Dc  Reditudine Catholica;  converfationis,Tom.9.p.  1 44  8.  fHomil.in 
Fefltim  Kalendartim.See here  p.197, 1 7*.  f De  Officii  steel,  lib.  m.c.ao.  £ De 
Officlis  Ecdcfraft.cap. 4. See  Y before. b Caufa  i6.Qua eft:2. 7.  i Decreralium3pars  • 1. 

57.  DeEcclefialHOfFiciis  I.r.c.40.  SeeY  beiore.  / Si  quis Kalendas  I anuarii 
ritu  Paganoru:ncolere3vel  aliquid  plusnovi  facere  propter  novum  annum}aut  menfas 
cumlampadibus  v-el  epulis  in  domibus  pr^parare,et  pervicoset  piateas  cantores  et 
chorosducereprxfumpferir.anathema  li x..GrAtUnCau/a  i6.^uxri.i7*oi  Non  licet  ini- 
quasobfervationesagere  Kalendarum  er  cciis  vacare  : neque  lauroautviriditatear- 
borumcingere  domos.Omnis  enim  haecobfervatioPaganorum  eft.I bi-Kn  Oiatio  in  Fe« 
ftum  Kalend.Bibl.Patr  .Tom.  5.001.798,7  99.  0 Sermon.YjZ. 
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(p)  Joannes  Langhecrudius  , (yf)  Bochelltts , (r)  Ste - p DeVita  et 
phanus  C°fta,  (f)  Francis  de  Croy,  (t)  Po ly dor  Virgil,  HoneftateEc- 
(v)  Durandus,  with  (x)  liindry  other,  have po fit ively  ^fiafticorum, 
prohibited  the  folemnization  of  Tfjw-yearesday,  and  ^ gc, 

and  the  fending  abroad  of  Ffew-ye  ares  gifts,  under  an  a - define  GalMib* 
nathema  & excommunication, as  unbefeeming  Chriftians , 4*Tir.7.  c.7,8. 


chanalian  Chriftmafles  & New-yeares  tides,  with  thefe  timm, Parifiis 
Saturnalia  and  feafts  of  Janus  , we  fhall  finde  fuch  neare  1 545*Tom.  1. 
affinitie  betweene  them  both  in  regard  of  time,  (they  {?}i  I57’,/J8, 
being  both  in  the  end  of  'December  , and  on  the  firfl  of  fOF^  ca  °n* 
January: ) and  in  their  manner  of  folemnizing;  (both  of  ao.  ^ 
them  being  fpent  in  revelling,  epicuriime,wantonnefle,  / De  Tnvento- 
idleneflc,  dancing,  drinking,Stage-pIayes,  Mafques,and  ribus  Rcrum> 
carnall  pompe  and  jollity:)  that  wee  muft  needes  con - ^ jc 

elude  the  one  to  be  but  the  very  ( y ) ape  or  if ue  of  the  0-  Divjnorum 
ther.  Hence  (z.)  Toly  dor  Vtrgil  affir  me  s in  exprefle  OfFiciorumU. 
tearmes;  that  our  (fhriflmas  Lords  of  mtfrule , ( which 
ettflome,  faith  he,  is  chiefly  obferved  in  England ,)  toge - x ^ee  here  pag. 
ther  with  dancing  yJMafques ,'JMummeries ,Stage~playes , 2 pirja  ^unf 
and  fuch  other  C hr  iflmas  di for  ders  now  in  ufe  with  C hr  i-  ^ius 
fiians  ,were  derived  from  thefe  Roman  Saturnalia  , and  germina,  et 
'Bacchanalian  festivals  $ which  ftiould  caufe  all  pious  TJOC*  ^arebat 
Chriftians  eternally  to  abominate  them.  If  any  here  in  ra^'^lbus 
demaund,  by  whom  thefe  Saturnalia,  thefe  diforderly  ^frJafbuL 
Chriftmafles  & Stagcplayes  were  firft  brought  in  amog  Vrcftcr* centra 
the  Chriftians  ? I anfwer,  that  the  paganizing  Priefts  col/aterem/.^t. 
and  Monkes  of  popiih(thef a )fame  with  heathen  Rome)  2 iriventos 
were  the  chiefe  Agents  in  thisworke:  who  as  they  ri^sRcrum»k 
borrowed  their  Feafi  of  (b)  *sfll- Saints,  from  the  hea.  /sceOrmerod 
hisPaganopapifmus,&  Francisde  Croyhis  firfl: Conformity,  b Durandus,  Ratio- 
na!e,Diviii:Offic.  I.7.C.34.  Beda  Ecclefiaft.Hi(k>r.l.2.c,4.Plutina,  Onuphrius,  Luit- 
prandius,Farcicu!us  Temporum,  Balarus  et  Barns  in  vita  Bonifacii  quarti  • Thomas 
Beacons  Reliques  of  Rome,  cap.  59.  Polydor  Virgil,  Dc  Inventoribus  Rerum^hb.6. 
cap.  8.  Petrus, de  Natal.l.  io.c.i.  Francis  deCroy  his  firft  Conformity  chap.  19.  Vola* 
teranus  Comment,!.  1 2,f. « 27.  accordingly. 
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then  feftivall  Tantheon;  and  th£  feaft  of  the  (c)  Turifl- 
t Michadis  cation  of  the  Virgin  Mary, (which  they  have  chriftned 
Lochmair  Scr-  with  the  name  of  Candlemaffe ) from  the  feftivall  of  the 
ttlasBcaconh'is  9°^elfe  Tebrua,  the  mother  of  CMars  •,  to  whonu  the 
Romes  Be.  Vagan  Romans  offered  burning  tapers,  as  the  Papifts  in 
liqucs,cap.48,  imitation  of  them~>  now  offer  to  the  Virgin  Mary  on  this 
$<?.  Equidem  day  at  evening: (anfwerable  to  which, are  their  ordinary 
quod  negari  ^ e)  burning  Tapers  on  their  idolized  Altars  Jb orr owed  fro 

r emoni^1  ar-  (f)Saturne  and thofe  other  Idol-Gods  whofe( g)blwdnes 

dcntium  cereo*  flood  in  need  of  thofe  burning  torches  which  the  Pagans 
rum  quos  ho*  placed  on  their  Altars ; they  (h ) having  eyes  and  yet  not 
die  Chnftuni  feeing:  though  our  Saviour  Chrift  (the  (i)  Sttnne  of 
eo die qui puri-  righteoHfneffe flkjthe  light  that  lightens  every  one  that 
dicaiuseft,n<S  commeth  into  the  world , (/)  the  Father  and  author  of  all 
mote  circum-  light,  (m)  the  light  of  the  heavenly  Hierufalem ->  it  felfe , 
fenmus,  a Fe-  which  needes  neither  Sunne  nor  CMoone,  becaufe  he  is  the 
brualifeus  Ro*  light  thereof  ‘ andthe  ( n flight  it  felfe  wherein  is  no  dark? 
cT^orfTiem  neffefl  needes  no  fitch  Tapers , a s(o)  Lath  ant  tit  s tells  US.) 
fumpfere.Per-  So  they  have  deduced  (not  the  celebration  of  our  Savi- 
tinaci  paganiF  ours  Nativity  in  a Chriftian  manner,  which  was  anci- 
moimitatione 

fubventumelt,  quern  rei  intotum  fublatio  potiusirritaffet.  pbenanus  Anuot.in  lib.f* 
Tertul.adver/M  Mention. P.  478.  Francis  deCroy  his  firft  Conformity,  cap.  17,25.  Po- 
lydorVirgil.de  Invent.  Rerum, I.5.  c.i.  Iacobus  de  Voragine  Scrmo  8 2.  De  SaaftiSj 
Innocentius,3.  Scrmo  in  Fefto  Purification^.  Baronius  Martyriologium  in  Febr,  2. 
dPolydor  Virg'ldelnvent.Rerum,  lib.f.cap.i,  e Aras  S2turnias  non  ma&ando  vi- 
ros  fed  accenlis  luminibus  excolunt.  Indc  mos  per  Saturnalia  mitfitandis  Cereii 
carpir.  Macrob,  Saturn  Jib.  1 .rap.j.psg.  276.  f See  herepag.  22,  23.  Illicaccendunt 
genunas  pro  lampade  pinus,  Hinc  Cercris  facrisnunc  quoque  tarda  datur.  Quid 
FctjUxb.a.pagji.  Accipiunt fragili  fimulachra  nitentia  cera,  Et  matutinis  operatur 
fefta  lucernis.  IuuenJ.  Satyr.  iz.pag.ns.  Tunc  Saliiad  cantus  incenfa  altaria  cirs 
cum  &c.  l^irgil,  JEmiJ.  jib.  8,pag.  230.  Sec  Francis  de  Croy  his  firft  Conformitic, 
cap.  ic.  6c  Ormerod  hisPagano.papifmus.  g Accendunt  lumina  velut  intenebris 
agenti.  LacUntiu*,  VeveroCultu , cap.  2.  h Pfal.  105.  5.  6c  135.  16.  » MaL  4.  2. 
A Luke  2- 78,  79.  lohn  1.  83  9.  I lames  1. 17.  EphcL  1. 1 8.  m Revel.  2 1.  1 3. 
cap.12.  5.  n 1 Iohn  1 .5,6,7.  0 Vel  ficoelefte lumen  quod  dicimus  fclem  , con. 
templari  vclint , iamientientquod  non  indigeat  lueemis  eorum  Deus,qui  ipfe  in 
ufum  homfnis  tam  Candida  m lucem  dedit.  Numigitur  mentis  fuar  compos  putandus 
cft,qai  au&ori  et  datori  Iurainis  can^lclarurn  aut  cerarura  lumen  offert  pro  muncre? 
Pe  V iro  Cftltu  lib. 6.  cap.z. 
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ent)  but  the  riotous  folemnizing  of  this  facred  feftivall, 
from  thefe  Pagan  Saturnalia ; which  having  (p)  haptic  p Cum  {crips 
zed  or  new  quitted  over  with  this  qlor  'tous  pompous  title,  tumflt:>  Non. 
of  Christ-Mas  se,  (a  name  I am  lure  ot  their  owns  men  Domini 
impofing,  not  knowne  to  the  ancient  Fathers  y as  the  Deituiin  vanu 
Mas  ss  therein  imports.*)they  tranfmitted  it  as  a moft  Jl1  reverentia 
facred  Relique  or  Tradition  to  diffolute  pofteritie:  who  (?eci* 

are  lo  farre  befotted  with  its  bacchanalian  paftimes,En-  c *t* 
terludes,  and  other  heathenilh  diforders,that  they  have  vanitatcs  nihil 
both  loft  their  Saviour  and  themfelves , whiles  they  iam  pa?ne  va- 
thus  celebrate  his  Nativitie;  which  in  regard  of  thofe  nius.  ftuam 
(7)  inf  email  prophanefles,of  that  licentious  lihertie  of  fin- 
ning  whtch  men  now  tzike  unto  themfelves  more  than  at  Denique  ad* 
other  feafons , may  more  truly  bee  ftiled  Divels-  hoc  res  ce*  ’ 
Masse  j or  Satvrnes-Masse  (for  fiich  (r)  too  cidit,  utcum 
many  make  it ) than  Chrift-mafte ; there  being  farre  P"  no- 
more  aifimtie  betweene  the  DivelLSaturne,  Marfe,  and  ^utan^fc  fcc« 
riotous  Chriftmas-kceping , than  betweene  Chrift  and  ieraetiam  reli* 
them : who  as  he  (f)  never  approved  idolatrous  facri - giofc  eflc  fa- 
legious  pompous  (Jfy'tajfes,  which  rob  him~>  of  his  honour , <fturos.W*«>/. 
worjhip ,and  all- (it flic ient  facrifice  once  for  all :fo  he  cannot  Gu^er%  De* 

but  abhor  thefe  bachananaliapagaChriftmaffes, which  ^steMr’stubs 
deprive  him  of  his  fervice,  praifes,love,  and  proclaime  his  Anatomy 
him  an  open  patron  of  thofe  notorious  finfull  Chrift-  ofAbufes,  p. 
mas  prafhfes  which  hee  doth  moft  abhorre.  When  1 ?0*  Mr*Sa’ 
thefe  diforderly  extravagant  kinde  of  Chrift  maffes  ^ofthe  lea. 
crept  firft  into  the  Church,  I cannot  certainly  deter-  fures  Qf  ^his* 
mine,  yet  this  I doe  conjefture.  After  that  Pope(t)Bo~  prefentlife,p. 
niface , and  («)  Pope  Gregory  the  fir  (l,  under  pretence  o P i 5.  to  $ r. 
drawingmen  firom-j  Paganifme  to  fhriflianity , had  chan-  r Guajninus 


ged  divers  of  the  Qv]  Pagan  Fe/Hvalls  into  Chrifiian:  as 


Kerum  Poloni- 
carum,  Tom.i. 

pag.  1 71. /'See  Morney  Sutcliffe  and  others  of  the  Mafic:  3c  Bjffiop  Morton  his  In- 
ftitutionof  the  Sacrament,1.7,8.  t See  Beda  Ecclefiaft.Hift.l.2.c.4.  with  the  Authors 
at  b.before.  » Gregorius  M.ig  Cpiftolarumex  Regiftro  lib.9.  Epift.71.  x See  D 11- 
randus  Rational.Divin.Offic.l.7.c.?  4.Polydor  Virgil.de  Inventoribus  rerum  U.c.i  ,2. 
Thomas  Beacon  his  Romes  Reltque$,cap.f9.  Francis  deCroy  his  firft  Conformity, 
c.  1 9,  zo,  if,  2 6.  Hofpiniandc  Originc  Feftorum,  Ormerod  hisPagano-papifmus> 
cum  pluribus  aliis 
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jf  Sermo  i j.  Pantheon  into  ^All  Saints  ; Februalia,  Lupercalia,  Pro- 
DeCivir.De'i  jerpinaha  and  Pal  ilia,  into  the  Feaft  of  Candlentajfe^ 
1.8.  cap.  17,  5c  ffuirinaliajnto  Innocent  sjhe  Feafl  of  the  Kalends  of  la* 
ConfeiTionum  unary  ,into  our  Saviours  Circumcijion  or  l^few  ye  ares 
a Canon  17.  ^a7  > t^efe  Saturnalia  into  our  Saviours  Pfj.ti  vttie;  and 

28.  See  here  p.  the  like:  (con:rary  to  the  judge  ment  off  y J St.  esfrn- 
1 8. to  xr.Beat:  brofe,\j€^  St.  ^AugulHne,  the  \ji~\whole  Councellof  Af* 
RhenanuSjAn*  fricke }and^J?~^  others , who  wtjhed  all  Pagan  Feftivals  not 

not.mI.?.Tcr=  changed  into  Cbriflion,  but  quite  abolifbed.  the  better  to 
tub  contr.Mar-  A „ . , A \ . rr  « . 

cionem p.478.  av°id  all  heathentjh  cujtomes: ) it  came  to  pane,  that  the 

Polydor  Virgil  obfervation  of  thefe  Pagan SfedivaWs^whofe  names  they 
de  Invent.  Rc  onely  changed)  £_c~^\  brought  in  all  "Pagan  rites  and  cere- 
rura  1.  ?•  c.iyt,  monies  that  the  idolatrous  heathens  ufed,  (as  drmkennes, 
Polvdor  Virod  hedlth-qitaffing , wantonneffe , luxurie,  dancing , dicing, 
1 hi  Jem.  Fralt  $ tage-playes , Mafcjues  with  all  other  Sthnicke (ports')  in - 
cisde  Croy  his  to  the  jf'hurch  of  God  ; (which  was  never  defiled  with 
fir  ft  Conform  thefe  prophatie  abominations , till  thefe  Pagan  holy- 

^ayes  vvcre  metamorphofed  into  Chrillian ; ^ which  by 
Ormcrod  his  rca^n  of  mens  naturall  proneffc  unto  evill,  did  foone 
Fagano'papif-  tranfforme  all  (fhriflian  F efiiualls  into  Pagan  , as  good 
mas.  Authors  witneffe  : partly  .through  the  \_d~\peoples  ftrong 

c Hofpinian,  propenfity  to  carnall  pleafures , to  heatheni[h  rites  and 
Crc)1^5  Or  me  ceremontes  to  which  they  naturally  adhere  5 but  princi- 
rodjRhcnanuSj  pahy  through  the  [Y]  intoller  able  luxurie  andvoluptu- 
with  others  oufneffe  of  the  Popifh  Clergie  ; whofe  excefllve  endow- 

quab.  ments,  power,  pride,  and  lordly  pompe  drew  them  on 

dSecExod.j2.  by  little  and  little  to  that  ftupendious  Epicurifmc  and 
See  here* pa*» e diffolutenciffe  ofiife,  that  to  ftop  the  peoples  mouthes, 
77.t08t.pS-  and  to  palliate , if  not  authorize  thefe  their  luxurious 

lydor  Virgil. 

de  Invcntoribus  Rerum  lib.?. cap. i4z.  Nicolaus  de  Clemangis,  De  Novis  Celebri- 
tatibus  non  inftituendis  Tratlatus,  page  i4$.to  1 5 ^accordingly. e See  Francis  dc 
Croy  his  firft  Conformity,  cap.  » 9. 1 Turco-papifmus,  Londini  1604. lib.  1, cap, 
17.  EpilcopusChemnenfis,  OmisEcclefia?,car.*o,  1 $•  GefFry  Chaucher  liis 

Plow  mans  Tale,  Peirce  Plowman  his  Creed,  Bernardi  ad  Gulielmun  Abbatem 
Apologia,  -ScConcio  ad  Clcrirn  in  Concilio  RhemenE.  Ioannis  Wickiiffe  Dialogo- 
gorum  1 1 b. 4. Ca p. ^ to  39.  Ioannes  Acentinus  Annaliiun  ^oiorum  !ib.6.&  7.  Tohn 
Bale  his  Ads  of  Englifti  Votaries.  5c  Clemangis  deCorruptoEcdefiae  ftatUjTra&. 

courfes. 
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courfes,  they  not  onely  fluffed  their  (f)  Kalenders  with  /See  Calcnda- 
new-invented  Feftivals  and  Saints  dayes  5 bat  Itkervtfe 
(g)countenancedall  Pagan  Jports  qnd  cuftomes  on  thenu , 
exhibiting  pub/ike  banquets,  interludes , ( -Mummeries, 

Dances, and  merriments  to  the  people • who  being  bribed 
with  their  belly-cheare,  and  Toothed  with  their  plea- 
pleafures,  (h)  applauded  them  for  theprefent,  and  then 
fell  to  (i ) imitate  thenu  for  the  future-,  till  at  lafl  ( kj  all  gclcbr itatjbus 
Chriflendomewas  over-runne , yea  all  life,  all  power  of  non  inftituen- 
Chnflianitie  quite  eaten  out  with  thefe  Tagan  Chrift-  dis  according* 
mas  paftimes  and  delights  of  fin. That  the  Popifh  Clergy  A^*7, 

(whofe extravagancies  and  mofl  intolerable  luxurie  in  NicoIausCJc- 
this  kinde,  (l)  many  Comcelsmi  (m)  Authors  have  mangis  Dc 

Nov  is  Ole 

britatibus  non  inftituendi?,  Polydor  Virgil  dc  Invenr.rcmm  I.5.C.Z.  Lodovicus  Vive? 
Commcnt;an.Anguft.DeCivit.Ueilib.8.(.j7.  h Populi  plaudunt  non  coniultoribro 
utiliratum  fiiarum,  fed  largiforibus  volu'Tatum.  jinguf.  Dc  Ct nr. Dei  lib.  i.cqp.  to. 
iOhna  enimmaiores  rpfi  vo!u  'tatidcrerviuor,minoribus  lafeiviae  fraenaiaxantur.Quis 
cnimfub  cfifcipUVue  fe  co  nftri&ione  Conti  neat,  qiiandoct  ipfi  qui  ius  conlhiftionis 
accipiuntiefe  voluptatibus  relaxant  ? Greg.  Magnet*  MortUib.z,  ctp.i  6.  ^ Pernicio* 
fiusdcRepublica  merentur  vitiofi  reclores,  quod  nonlolum  vitia  concipiunt  ipfi,  led 
ea  infunduntin  civitatem  j neque  folum  obfunr,  quod  1II1  ipfi  corrumpunt,  led  eti« 
am  quod  corrumpuntur,  plufque  exemplo  quam  peccato  nccenr.  Cicero  De  legibu* 
lib.  3.  / SynodusTuronenfis  lub  Car.  Mag. Can.  5.  to  ic.  SuriusTom.j,  pag.  274. 
Synod.Cabilonenfe  2. Can. 9, 10.  Ibid,  p.279.  Moguntina  Anno  8 1 j.cap.io.  & 36. 
pag.289,29a  Concil,AquifgranenfcCan. ioo. p.  333.  Parificnlel.i.c.  19,21,37, 
38,46.  & lib.t.cap.i8.  Rhemenle  Anno  813. cap.  17,18.  Moguntinum  Tub  HRa- 
banocap.  13.  Lateranenfe lub  Innocentio  3.  cap.  15,17.  Colonienfe  Tub  Radolpho 
cap.17.  with  fundry  others.  Sec  A&.  7.  Scene 3.  m Bernard  ad  Gulielmum  Abbatem 
Apologia,  DeConfiderationelib.  3,4.  Ad  Clerumet  ad  PaftoresSermo,  Col.»  275. 
&c.  In  Cantica  Sermo  77.Declamationes,  etEpift.42.  78.  Gregorius  Magnus  Horn. 
I7.m  Evangelia,  5c  Paftoralium lib.  Guildas  in  Ecelefiafiicumordincm  acris  Corrcp- 
tio.Bibl.Patr.Tom.f.pars 3»p^8  2, &c.  Petrus  Blelenfis  Epift.7, 1 8,23,42,5 6,61,76, 
8 5,102,1 52.  5c  Compendium  in  lobe.  1.  Aclredus  Sermo  « *.  5c  1 2„in  cap.  i j.Ifaia*. 
S.Brigitta?  Rcvelationes  1. 4.  c.  1 3 2.to  136. 1.^. 0.1^,17,19.  Alvarus  PelagiusDe  Plan- 
Ecdefiae  lib.2.  Artic.2.  5c  28.  Robertus  Holkot  Letf.  18  2.  fuper  Lib.  Sapientir. 
E,  fol.  1 6 7.EpiiCopus  Chemnenfis  Onus  Ecclelias  lib.cap.  2 1 ,22,23.  Nicolaus  Ckman- 
giSjEpift. 2 3, 1 5,28,7  5,77,  85 ,102,133.  5c  De  Corrupto  Eccleli*  ftatu  lib.  through* 
out.Efpenc3eus  in  1 Tim.2,3.  in  Titumcap.  i,  2.  5c  De  Contincntia  I.3.  c.4.  Icanncs 
Avcntinus  AnnaliumBoiorum  1.7,5c  8.  Guicciardine  Hiftor.1.7,  n,  12,24,  zz,  33. 
Fabian  Hiftor.  part  6.cap.i7°*Iohn  Bale  his  A&sofHnglifh  Votaries:  Turcq.papil- 
nausl.  i.c*  t 7.Platinade  Vita  fontificum,  Matthew  Paris,Theodoricus  a Niem .i,cmn 
iafinitis  aliis. 
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declaimed  a gain  ft  at  Urg)  were  the  chiefcft  inftrunients 
of  ufhering  in  theft  Pagan  Chi  iftiriafles,  together  with 
Stage-playes  , dances,  and  luch  like  bacchanalian  pra- 
ttles into  the  Church  of-  Chrift,it  is  rra>ft  apparent,  not 
onely  by  thofe  ( c)  (ftouncels  and  Authors  which crie  out 
againft  them-,,  foriheir  ftrange  unparalicid  excefles  in 
all  thei'e  kindcs ; and  by  that  elegant  oration  of  King 
Edgar  to  our  Englifh  Prelates,  worthy  to  be  regiftred 
in  golden  Characters,  where  he  thus  difplayes  the  Epi- 
curian  lives  of  the  Clergy  in  his  raigne : ( 0)  Taceo , 
quod  C Uriels  nec  eft  corona  patens  , nec  tonfura  conveni- 
ens ; quod  invefte  lafcivia,  infolentia  ingeflu,  in  verbis 
turpitudo,  interior  is  homints  loquuntur  infamam->.  T*  ra- 
ter d in  divinis  offices  quanta  negligentia , cum~*  facris  vi- 
gilijs  vix  interejfe  dignentur , cum-j  ad facra  ^tiftarurru 
folennia  ad  ludendurru  vel  ad  ridendutru  magis  quanta 
ad  pfallendum-j  congregari  videantur.  Dicam-j,  dicartL* 
quodbont  lugent  ymali  rident , dicamj  dolens  (fitnmen 
did  poteft ) quomodo  diftftuant  in  commeffationibus , ine- 
brietimbus ,incubilibus , in  impudicitijs,  ut  janu  domus 
ft lericorunu  putentar  proftibula  meretrisurru,  et  conci- 
liabula  hiftrionum^,lhi  alea,  ibi  fait  us  et  cantus,  ibi  uft- 
que  in  medium  no  El  is  Jpatium  protraEla  in  clamor  e et  hor- 
ror e vigtlia:  (thechiefe  ingredients  of  our  exorbitant 
Chriftmafles.  ) Sic , fttc  patromonia  regum,  eleemofjna 
pauper  HM->y  imo  ( quod  magis  eft  ) Wins  pretioft  finguinis 
pretiurru  profligatur . lAd  hoc  ieitur  ex  ha  after  unt  the- 
fituros ftuos  patres  noftri , ad  hoc  fiftcus  Regius , dtftrattti 
redditibus  multisy  de  tumult,  ad  hoc  Sccleftjs  Chri/li  a- 
gros  et  poffteftiones  It^^alis  munificentia  contain,  ut  deli - 
djs  (ftlericorur/Lj  meretrices  ornantur,  luxuriofta  convi - 
viapr(tparenturycanes  etaves  et  tnlia  ludicra  comparer!- 
tur  ? Hoc  milites  clamant  , plebs  fubmurmurat , mimi 
cantant  et  ftaltant,  et  vos  ncgligitis  l vos  parcitis  ! vos 
difftimulatis ! &c.  But  like  wife  by  fundry  \y\ftorequoted 
Counc  els,  and  canonic  all  Conftitutions ; by  which  it  ap- 
peares  moft  evidently;  that  divers  of  the  Popijh  Clergie 
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were  common  Ieflers,  AHors  , Dicers , ‘Dancers,  Fpi- 
cures , Dr unkards ,Health- quaff er s ;that  they  both  atted& 
caufedTlayes  and  Enterludes  to  be  pcrfonated  both  tn 
Churches  & el  swh  ere, e feci  ally  on  thefeafisof  Innocents , 

2[ew-yeares  day  , and  the  Chrifimas  holy-dayes  ; the 
commonuejfe  of  which  abufes , was  the  onely  caufe  of  thofe 
feverall  Canons  and  Conflitutions  to  fupprejfe  them,  on 
which  you  may  refled:.  Hence  Aventme  records  \jf\of  ^ ^nnQ|jlrm 
Pope  "Boniface  the  8.  that  he  made  and  brought  in  fccular  Boioruml,7, 
Sorts  and  Enterludes , endeavouring  to  reduce  the  gol-  p.f8i. 
den  age : and  of  [V]  Pope  Tficholas  the  5.  that  heinfti - jg^cm  P* 
tuteafecular  Plages  at  Rome , contrary  to  the  Councell  of  ^ QC*jnvcnt0 
Confians;and  that  560  perfons  were  crufbed  to  death,  and  ribus  Rcrum 
drowned  with  the  fall  of  the  Tiberine  bridge,  who  flocked  l.f.c.i. 
to  Rome  to  behold  thofe  Enterludes.  Hence  [_/  j Poly.  #Not*inAu- 
dor  Virgil , [V]  Lodovicus  Vives,  Ioannes  Langhe - 

crucius,andfy^]Didacus  de  Tapia , cry  out  again ft  the  c Cl  * 
popijh  Clergte,  for  ailing  and  rcprefenting  to  the  people,  y DeVitaet 
the  pajf on  of  our  Saviour,  the  Hi  forte  s of  lob , (JMary  Honeftatc  Ec- 
Aiagdalen,  Iohn  theBaptift,  and  other  [acred  Stories  ; cldiafticorum, 
together  with  the  lives  and  legions  of  their  Saints  ; and 
for  eretling  Theaters  for  this  pur pofe  in  their  Churches,  x jn  *tcrt;am 
on  which  their  Priefs  and  Monkes  , together  with  com - partem  Divi 
mon  Enter l ude-P layers,  and  other  Laic  kgs  did  perfonate  Thorpse  Sala- 
thefe  their  Playes.  Which  grofle  prophane(Te  though  niaoc*  1 589. 
thu  %[_x~yieclaimed  againfl  by  many  of  their  own  Authors,  5^ha-e 
& condemned  by  their  Conncels , is  yet  ftill  in  ufe  among  scenc  *3’ 
them^/  not  onely  fzVfDidacus  de  Tapia,  and  others  who  y Ste  Ad,$. 
much  lament  i>,but  even  daily  experience, & the  Iefuites  Scene  Ad, 
pradife,  together  with  Iohn  Molanns , Divinity-pro-  7‘  Scc,Jc  ** 
reflor  ofLovan,  witnefle  : who  in  his  Hifioria  SS.  /-  ^ (x)“ 

magtnurru  (Sr  Pitturarum->  Antwerpia  1617.  lib. 4.  cap.  a L,b.  delm.v 
18.  De  LudU  ejui  feciem  quandam  Imaginum  habent,  ginibusc.  17. 
in  quibufdam  anni  folennimtibus , p.  424,  425,426,427.  h Wilhclimw 
our  of[V]  Conradus  Bruno,  and {_b~\  Lindanus  , writes  Itt 

thus  in  /unification  of thefe  their  Enterludes.  Tfowe-  a*aGefraanos 
ven  S tzige-playes  have  a certaine  fhape  of  Images,  and  oft  Tom.j.cup.jf, 
E e ee  e 1 times 
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times  move  the  pious  affettions  of  QhriHians , more  than 
prayer  it  felfe.  zylnd  after  this  manner  truly  Stage  p/ayes 
and  Jbewes  are  wont  to  he  exhibited  on  certaine  times  of 
the  y ear e,  the  certaine  pictures  of  certaine  Evangelicall 
hiftories  being  annexed  to  thcm.Of  which  fort  ts  this , that 
on  Palmfunday  children  having  hr  ought  in  the  picture  of 
our  Saviour,  fitting  upon  an  Affefing  praife  to  the  Lord, 
cafl  bowes  of  trees  on  the  ground,  and  jpread  their  gar- 
ments on  the  way . And  that  likewife  upon  Eafier  Eve , 
when  as  the  presbyter  after  midnight  receiving  the  image 
ofthecruciflxeoutofthefepulcher,goeth  round  about  the 
Church yandbeatcs  the  doores  of  it  that  are  flout,  faying, 
[V]  Lift  up  your  gates  yee  princes , and  bee  yee  lifted 
up  yee  ever  l a fling  gates  , that  the  King  of  priory  may 
come  in : and  he  who  watcheth  in  the  gates  demanding , 
W ho  it  this  King  of  glory?  the  Presbyter  anfwers  againe , 
The  Lord  ftrongaud  mighty  in  battaile  ; the  Lord  of 
hoafts  he  is  the  King  of  glory.  Likewife, that  on  the  day 
of  the  refurreSlion  of  our  Lord  in  the  morning  after  mor- 
ning prayers,  Angels  in  white  garments , fitting  upon  the 
fepulcher,  aske  the  women  comming  thither  and  weeping , 
faying  Whom  feeke  Je  women  in  th is  tumult ,weeping?(d~y 
he  is  not  here  whom  ye  feeke:  but  goe ye  quickly  ,and  tell  his 
Difctples  • Come  and  fee  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay% 
And  that  on  the  fame  day  the  image  of  our  Lord , bearing 
an  enfigne  of  Vittorie,  is  carried  about  in  publike  procef- 
fion,  and  placed  upon  the  altar  to  be  gazed  upon  by  the 
people . Like  wife  that  of  +s4fcention  day  in  the  fight  of 
all  the  people , the  Imx*e  of  the  Lord  is  pulled  up  in  the 
midfi  of  the  Church,  and  (hewed  to  be  tal^n  up  into  hea. 
ven.  In  the  meane  time  about  the  Image  are  little  win- 
ded images  of  ?s4ngA  s , carrying  burning  tapers  in  their 
hands,  and fluttering  up  and  downe,  and  a Priefl  finging- 
[V]  I afeend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father  ; and  the 
Clergy  finging  after  him , and  unto  my  GoJ  and  your 
God  : with  this  folemne  hymne,  ?(jw  :s  a folemne 
and  this  Relfonfory  : £ f~]  Goe  ye  into  the  world  &e. 
zrfndthat  upon  tvhitejunday , the  image  of  a dove  is  let 
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downs  frorru  about  \tn  the  midfi  of  the  (fhurch  , and  pre~ 

fently  a fire  falls  downe  together  with  it  with  fome  found , 

much  like  the  ntjfe  of  guns,  the  Trieft  finging,  QQ  Re-  . Iohn 

ceive  ye  the  holy  Ghotl  &c.  and  the  fler£J  rechanting 5 

fh~]  There  appeared  cloven  tongues  to  the  Apoftles,  b Afts  Ir 

dec.  By  all  which  and  other  fitch  like  Jpe  Hades,  and  thofe 

efpecially  which  reprefent  the  pajfion  of  our  Lord,  nothing 

elfe  is  done , but  that  the  ficred  hifiories  may  be  repre - 

fented  by  thefe  exhibited  Spe  Hacles  and  interludes  to 

phofe  who  by  reafort  of  their  ignorance  cannot  reade  them->. 

*/ind  thefe  things  hitherto  out  of  (fonradus  "Bruno  in  his 
Books  of  Images,  cap,  1 7.  Thou  hafi  the  like  defence  of 
thefe  fiewes  and  interludes  in  ft ] William  Lindane  the  ,*  Tom.*,  cap. 
reverend  Bi/hop  of  Kuremond  in  hie  *s4pologie  to  the  Cjer- 
mans , where  among  other  things  he  faith  : For  what  other 
are  thefe  SpeHacles  and  Playes  than  the  living  hifiories 
of  Lay -men?  with  which  the  humane  affeHion  is  much 
more  efficacioufly  moved , than  if  they  jjhould  reade  the 
(am?  in  private,  or  hear  e the  pub  likely  read  by  others  &c,  j^Scchcrc  page 
Thus  he.  O the  defperate  m id  ie(Te,the  unparalleld  pro-  * * M H* 
fanes  of  thefe  audacious  Popifh  Pricfts  & Papifts,  who  * A£t*  $• 
dare  curnc  the  whole  hiftory  of  our  Saviours  life,death,  f^ou^hoiit- 
Nacivitie,Padion,  Re fu  re  gion,  Afcention  , and  the  & \&.7. Scene 
very  gift  of  the  holy  Ghoft  defending  in  cloven  * .Yea  contrary 
tongues,  into  a meere  prophaie  ridiculous  Srage-play;  to  Decree 
(as  even  their  owne£  ^impious  Top?  Pius  th?  2.  mod:  °1  "Theodoaus 
propha  iely  did  ) contrary  to  the  [/J  foreejuntdrerol*.  'wk0  ^dTthis 
tions  of  (itndry  Qouncels  and  Fathers  , who  would  have  tdicl  Nullus 
thefe  thinrs  onely  preachsd  to  the  people,  not  ailed, not  re - penitus  opor= 
prefented  in  a hew  or  Stage-play . No  wonder  then  if  tet  Spe&acula 
fuch  turtle  the  facrei  folemnity  of  our  Saviours  I icarna-  0°' 

tion  inc  0 a Pagan  Saturnal,  or  Bacchanalian  fead  5 who  exhibere^°c«  Ux 
thus  tranfforme  his  humiliation,  his  exaltation  yea  his  tkeodofy  \b.  1 f. 
whole  worke  of our  redemption  into  a childifh  Play*  rtt*  ?«■  Lex.  4. 
Bur  let  thefe  Playerltke  Prieftsand  Friers,  who  juftlfie  **2*^  Jnacl'r 
this  prophanefe,  which  every  Chridian  h-arc  that  Qeare  sacvi0°f 
hath  any  fparke  ofgrace  mud  needes  abominate,  attend  chriftj 
E c e c e 3 unto 
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* lamycro  iU  unto  rlieir  learned  Spanish  Hermite,  cDtdacus  de  Tapia, 
“d  Uj  *n  £cn,s  who  reades  this  Ledure  both  to  them  and  us.  *That 
cilci  converfio  ver^J  ls  altogether  int  oiler  able,  that  the  life  of  lob, of 

Magdalen*,  St, Francis , efCP^lary  CMagdalen,  (how  much  more 
See.  reprefen-  then  of  Chrilt  himfelfe) Should  be  atted  on  the  Stage, For 
tanmr,ommno  fmee  the  very  manner  and  cuftome  of  P lay-houfes  u pro- 
le Cum^cntm  ¥^art*>  **  islejfeevill  ( if  it  were  toller  able ) that  prophaue 
theatroni'Ti  things  onely  Jhould  be  atted,  and  that  holy  things  be  han- 
* mos  prophanus  died  onely  in  a holy  manner  &c.  ut  now  that  a Theatre, 
fit,  minus ma-  A Place  So  Familiar  To  Divels,  And  So 
lum cfl(m life-  QDIOVs  Vnto  God,  (pray  marke  it)  fhouldbe  fet 
pr*fcntarentur  HP  *n  tfje  verJ  of  the  body  of  the  (fhutch  ,be fore  the 

prop h ana,  fan-  high  csfltar  and  the  moft  holy  Sacrament, for  Playes  to  be 
&a  vero  non  aided  on  it,  he  onely  can  brooke  it,  who  by  reafon  of  his  fins 
nififandetra  hath  not  yet  knowne  or  felt , How  Crosse  And 
A^’amvero  OpposITE  ThESE  THINGS  ARE  To  The  Ho- 
rn tiicatrnm  Jo.  LINES  Of  God.  It  is  evident  then  by  all  thefe  pre- 
ens fei licet  Hie  miles,  that  our  riotous,ludicrous  & voluptuous  Chrift - 
darmonibus  fa-  maffes,  (together  with  Stage-playes,  dancing,  Mafques 
fijs  Deo*i ,nV15  an^  Pagan  fport$J[j»]W  their  origmall  from 

dio  ipfocor^ol  Pa£an>  their  revivall  and  continuance  from  Popifh  Rome , 
ic  EcclefiC*T©=  who  long  lincc  tranfmitted  them  over  into  England: 
ram  altari  ma-  For  if  [V]  Toly  dor  Virgil  may  be  credited,  even  in  the 
iori  ct  fanttif-  1 3 .yeare  of  Henry  the  fecond,  <ss4nno  Dom,  1 270.  it  was 
t^e  CHfl6me  °fthe  SngUJh  to  Jpend  their  f hr  if  mas  time 
Ic  folus  ferat  ~ tn  P>^aJcS > *h  GI Pafejues,in  mofi  magnificent  and  pompous 
qui  ob  peccata  Spectacles, and  to  addift  themfelves  to  pleafures , dancing, 
fua  nondurfl  dicing, and  other  unlaw  full  prohibited  games,  which  * then 
cernitaefentit,  were  tolerated  and  permitted ; contrary  to  the  ufage  of 
mfaVt^ua^  mofl  other  ISfations  , whoufed  fitch  Playes  and  wanton 
nantia  fin "cd  Pafo**es  not  in  the  (fhrifimas  feafon  , but  a little  before 

Dei  fan&irate.  In  tntum partem  dim  Thome,  Artir,  8.  ^uxfiio,  Vtrnm  Sscramnnum 
daripofjit  hi^riouibnA  (?jgm  Vid  Ibidem,  m Sec  Polydor  Virgil  Dc  Invent.  Re* 
rum  lib. 5. cap.  1,2.  Francis  DcCroy  his  firfi  Conformity,  cap.  19,10, Mr.Sa- 
mue!  Byrd  his  Dialogue  of  the  ufeofthe  pleafures  of  this  prcfentlife,  pag.  1?.  to  $3. 
Nicolaus < lemangis  Dc Novis Cclebritatibus non  lnfiitucndisj  & Hofpinian  De 
OrigincFcftouim  accordingly,  a AnglixHiftoria,Bafilex  1 570  p.»!f.  *Seci3,H, 
7.C.1,  i^.H./  C.iz.  33.H.8.C.  1 1. 
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their  Lent, about  the  time  of  Shrovetide.  What  therefore  * See  Tjx.i  Ci- 
Salvian  writes  of  Sodomie  and  pub  l ike  ftewes  , ( fronts  m:r*i  Agrippa 
|~*  J which  the  "Topes  Exchequer  receives  no  fmallreve - 
nue ) [_o^\  H*c  ergo  impuritas  in  Romanis  et  ante  Chrtfti  cap^^ETp-n- 
Evangelviyru  ejfe  capit : et  quod  ettgravius,  nec  pofi  E - cams  De  Cpn- 
vangeliurru  cejfavit:  the  fame  may  I lay  of  Stage-playcs  unentia  lib.  ?. 
and  unruly  Chrilhnas-keeping  : they  had  their  Hrft  o-  c*4*  & ^ Tl‘ 
riginali  from  heathen  Rome(I  ineane from  their  Satur-  r*  P* 

nalia,  'Bacchanalia,  F lor  alia  &c.)  before  the  Gofpdl  , DcGubern. 
preached  to  her;  and  they  QpJ  have  beene  fince  revived , Dei  I.  \ p.  168. 
continued , propagated  by  esdntichriftian  Rome,  even  Jince  f See  Ioannis 
the  (j  off  ell preached : which  Ih  3uid  caufe  all  pious  Pro-  y^ru(^ms 
tcllant  Chriftians  eternally  to  abandon  them , confer-  Honcfta^e  Ea- 
rning themfelves  to  the  moft  ancient  pra^ife  of  the  eiefiafticomra, 
primitive  Chriftians,  who  celebrated  this  felfcivall  of  U*c.7.  to  if. 
our  Saviours  Nacivitie  in  a farre  different  manner.  For  accordingly. 
when  as  the  [_q~}  tAngel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  the  J hep - z*  85  9y 

h ear  ds,  abiding  in  the  fields , (not  feafting  and  playing  in  r vigi'lent  ita- 
theirhoufes)  and  keeping[r~^  watch  over  their  flockes  que  nato  Do- 
(not  dancing,  dicing,  carding,  drinking  or  keeping  minoPaftores 
Chriftmas  rout)  by  night;and faid  unto  them-j^feare  not:  filPra  grcgem 
for  behold  I bring  unto  you  tidings  of  great  joy  which  ^‘“heenedus 
frail  be  to  all  people  :for  to  you  is  borne  this  day  in  the  Ci - dbpen»atione 
ty  of  David, a Saviour  which  is  Chrifi  the  Lord : What  mintfcfta  vigi- 
Chriftmas  mirth  and  lolace  was  there  made , but  this  ,aruros  m tc* 
which  St . Luke  hath  recorded  for  our  everlalting  imi-  clc/*a  I>aftorcs 
tation?  C/J  Sodatnlj  (faith  hee)  there  was  wtth  the 


*s4ngel  a multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoa  ft  praifing  Cjod  dicatur-Pa.citc 
and  faying ; Glory  to  Cjod  in  the  highefi , on  earth  peace,  qm  in  vobis  eft 
jrood  will  towards  men.  This  is  the  onely  Chriltmas  fo-  gregcrn  Dc,\ 
lemnity  which  the  holie  Ghoft, which  Chrift  himfelfe,  pa- 

the  whole  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoaft,  and  the  ve-  %OTibus  Anuc. 

lus  apparet,  eofque  Dei  claruas  circiirnfulgct,  quia  ill!  prae  cseteris  videre  fublirnia 
merentur,qui  fulchbusgrcgibuspnecflefciunt  $ dumquc  ipfipie  fuper  gregem  vigi- 
lant, divina  (iipcr  cos  gratia  largius  corufcar.  Bed*  Expofiu  in  Luc.c.r.  see  A^rofe  Ser» 
f»§  J Lute  2.V.X3.I4.  Digna  plane  aciufta  fententia  qua?  in  Narivi- 

tatc  Chrifti,  ct  Deo  honorem  reprxfcatat  in  cxlis,  et  hominibus  pacem  praelentat  in 
terris.  Sirm 
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ry  beft  of  Chriftians  have  commended  to  us  from  hea- 
ven5  th1S  lamfore  is  the  (fj  tmienteft  and  the  bg 
Aatur,  id  etfe  patterne  of  Chriftmas  peeping  , that  we  reade  of  ; why 
dominicum  ct  then  fhouid  we  be  unwilling  or  afhamed  for  to  imitate 
verum  quod  ? W hen  our  Saviour  was  borne  into  the  world  at 
fit  pnustradi'  ^ n heare  Gf  no  feafting,  drinking,  healthing,  roa- 

extra neum  et  roaring,  carding,  dicing  , Stage-playes , Mummeries, 
falfum  quod  Mafques  or  hcathenifh  Chriftmas  paftimes ; alasthefc 
fit  porterius  im-  precife  puritanicall  Angels,  Saints  and  fhepheards  (as 
sni(Cvtn,TertuL  Jome  j fcare  account  them)  knew  nofuch  pompous 
' PaSan  Chriftmas  Courtships  or  folennines,  which  the 
c.i  i f.i78.P<>  Divell  and  his  accurfed  inftruments  have  finceappro- 
tiora  funt  ad  priated  to  his  moft  blefled  Nativitie.  ( v )Here  we  have 
inftruendam  nothing  hut  Cjlory  be  to  God  on  high , on  earth  peace, good 
animampriora  towards  men:t\\\s  is  the  Angels, the  fhepheards  only 
7Vr<W.  Chriftmas  Caroll : which  the  Virgin  CMary  inthefop- 

nonio  Anima,  mer  chapter,  hath  prefaced  with  this  celeftiall  hymnef 
c.  p.  of  prayfe.  ( x ) L My  foule  doth  magnifie  the  Lord , and 

u See  Ambrofe  my Jpirit  hath  rejoy ced  in  Cjod  my  Saviour  : and  Zacha- 
ZSXi*  ria*  feconded  with  this  heavenly  fonnet : (y-)  Tf/ofed 
y Lukl  1*6  8, 6^  be  the  Lord  God  of  lfrael,for  he  hath  vifited  and  redeem 
\ Rev. 4.  8,9,  med  his  people  : oAnd  hath  ratfed  up  an  home  offalvation 
io,u.c.f.]u,  for  us  in  thehoufe  of  his  ferv ant  CD avid.  This.was  the 
1 1 4* c* 7*9>  olliy  fportand  merriment,  thefe  the  foule-ravifhing 
^Apologia ad-  Ditties,  with  which  men  and  Angels  celebrated  the 
ver(.  Gentes,c.  very  firft  Chriftmas  that  was  kept  on  earth  ; yea  this 
39,40.  the  ( z)  onelj  Chriflmas  folemnity  that  the  hleffed  Saints 

£P#dagogil.*  and  ^Angels  now  obferue  in  heaven:  why  then  fhouid 
C’n  4v*’  r we  earneftly  contend  for  any  other?  If  we  refleft  up- 
templaliva  lib!  <>n  the  Chriftians  in  (a)  Tertullians,  (b)  Clemens  <iA~ 
pag.  mo.  to  lexandrinus , ( c ) hilo  ludaus,  (d)  LMinucius  Felix, 

***?.  ( e ) Plinie  the  feconds,  (f)  (fhryfoflomes , and  (g)Theo- 

foa-us  p.  dorets  times  .*  nee  Jhallfinde  them  (£)  banifhing  all  glut- 

^Epift.1. 10.ep.97.  f Contra  Gentiles  TonM.Col.S 77.  £ De  Martyribus  b 8.Tom.a» 
p $90.?.  b Sec  my  Hcalthcs  Sscknes,Edit  2«  p,$,9,ia.  5c  Ioannb  Langbecrucius  Dc 
Vita  ct  HoneftareEcclcfiafticorum  1*  2«c»7  to  1 j.  Icanncs  Ftcdcricus  Dc  Ritu  bibendi 
ad  Saniutem  lib.  z ,cap.i, 
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i Ctfitmis  JR 
c^tumet  con- 
gregntione,  tit 
Deum  qua£ 
manu  fafta 


tony , drunkenneffe,  health-quaffing,  intemperance,  dan- 
cing,  dicing,  Stage-p/ayes  fidlers ,jeflers ,ribaldrie  fongs 
and  lewd  difcourfes  fir om->  their  feafls,  and  Chrijhan  F e-* 
ftivals ; which  they  celebrated  in  this  manner-  ( i ) Fir  ft 
of  all  they  aft emb  led  themj elves  together  into  one  comp  a- 
nie,  that  fo  they  might  as  it  were  aftault  and  befiege  God  pr*cationibu* 
with  their  united  prayers ; (If)  after  that  they  did  feed  their  0= 

vis  D co  grata 
eft.  Coimus 
ad  divinarum 
litter? rum  co- 
memorationc, 
fi  quid  praefen- 
tium  temporu 
qualitas  aut 
praemonere  co  - 
git,  autrccog- 
nofeere.  Certe 
fidem  fan&is 
vocibus  pafei- 
mus,  fpem  cri- 


fatth,  erett  their  hope,  fettle  their  confidence,  inculcate 
their  dijeipline  with  the  Scriptures  and  holy  conferences, 
and  with  the  often  repetitions  of  divine  precepts , ufing 
wit  hall  exhortations  , corrections  and  ecclefiafticall  cen - 
fires :which  being  ended  they  kept  their  Agape, or  feafis  of 
Love j wherein  no  immodefly  was  admitted', at  which  feafts 
they  never  fate  downe  to  eate,  till  they  hadfirft  prsmifed 
a folemne  prayer  unto  God:  and  then  falling  to  their  meat, 
they  did  eate  no  more  than  would fatisfie  their  hunger, and 
drinke  no  more  than  was  fit  for  chap  perfons  : fatiating 
themfelvesfo,  as  that  they  rememhred  they  were  to  wor- 
fhip  Cjod  in  the  night : difeourfing  like  fich  who  knew  full 
well  that  God  overheard  thenu,  t/lfter  the  bafon  and 
ewer  and  lights  were  brought  in, every  one  as  he  was  able, 
was  provoked  to  finga  pfalme  unto  God  out  of  the  holy 
Scriptures,  or  out  of  his  own e invention  : and  by  this  it 
was  tnantfesied  how  he  had  drunke.  And  as  prayer  be - 


gimus,  fiduci- 
am  figitrms , 
difeiplinam 
pra?ceptorum 
nihilominus 
inculcation!  • 
busdenfamusj 

ibidem  etiam  exhortationes3caftigationes,  et  ccnfura  divina:  nam  ct  indicator  ma^no 
cumpondere,ctapud  certosde  Dei  conipe&u  : fummumq,  futuri  iudicii  ptxiudicium 
ell  Hquisitadeliqucritj  utacommunioneorationis , et  conventus,  ct  omr.is  lancli 
commercii  relegetur.  Apolog, adverf.  Gmt.  csp.  $8,  39. psg.  692.  h Caenanoftrade 
nomine  ratio nem  fuam  oftend it , vccatur  cnim  jigype , id  quod  penes  Graccosdi- 
ic&io  eft,  See,  Nihil  vilitatis , nihil  imraodeftise  admittitur  : nmprius  difcumbi- 
fur  quam  oratio  ad  Deum  praeguftetur  ♦ editur quantum  efurientes  capiunt , bibitur 

Quantum pudicis eft  utile;  ita  faturantur  ut  qui  meminerint  etiam  per  noftem  a- 
orandum  Deum  iibi  cite : ita  fabulantur,  ut  qui  IciantDominumaudire*  Pofta- 
quammanualem  ac  luminautquifque  dcScripturis  fan&isveldeproprioingenio  po- 
teft,provocatur in  medium  Deocanere:  hinc  probaturquomodo  bibent.  Aquc ora- 
tio convivium  dirimjtj  indedifeeditur  non  in  catervas  exfionum,  neque  in  claffes 
difeurfationum , nec  in  cruptiones  lafeivarum,  fed  ad  eandem  cutam  modeftix  ct 
pudicitix,  ut  qui  non  tam  caenam  caenaverint  quam  difeiplinam.  ibidem  39. 

Fffff  gun. 
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/ Proprerea  i» 
gitur  pivblui 
nodes  Chrifti* 
ani,  quia  fm* 
peraroribu*  ne- 
q ue van os  nc= 
quementien- 
tes,  nequete- 
merarios  ho* 
nores  dicant; 
quia  vera:  re- 
Jigionis  homi- 
nes folennita* 
tes  eorum  con. 
feientia  potius 
quam  lafeivia 
celebrant  t.  O 
nos  men  to 
damnandos ! 
Cur  enim  vota 
et  gaudiaCa?' 
faium  cadi  et 
fcbrii  ct  probi  i 
expungimus  ? 
cur  die  Ixto 
non  laurels  pc. 
lies  ad  umbrae 
mus>nec  Jucer- 
nis  diem  ins 
InngimusrHo- 
nefta  res  eft  fo- 
iennitate  pub- 
lics exigente  , 
inducere  do= 
muiiuae  habi- 
tum  alicuius 


ganjoit  hkewife  concluded  their  feafls  ; after  which  c- 
very  one  departed , not  into  the  routs  of  roaring  fwafb- 
buckfers , nor  jet  into  the  company  of  riotous  ramblers, 
nor  into  the  lajhings  out  of  lafcivious  perfons  • but  to  the 
fame  care  ofmodefly  and  chajlitie,  like  thofe  who  had  net 
fo  much  rep  a fled  a fupper  as  difeiphne*  Yea  fuch  was 
the  puritanicail  rigid uefle  of  the  primitive  Chrirtians 
on  the  lolemne  birth-dayes  and  Inaugurations  of  the 
Roman  Emperors  , when  as  other  men  kept  revel-rout , 
feafling  and  drinking  fiorru  pari fh  to  parifh , making  the 
whole  f ittie  to  fmell like  a taverne  , kindling  bone f res  m 
every  fireet,  and  running  by  troopes  toPlayes,  to  impu- 
dent prankes,  to  the  enticements  of  lufi  &c.  accounting 
their  licentious  deboiflnejfe  at  fuch  feafons  their  chief efi 
piety  and  devotion , (as  our  Grand  Chriftmas  keepers 
now  doe:  ) that  they  would  neither  fhadow  nor  adorne 
their  doores  with  laurell^  nor  dimimfb  the  day-light  with 
b one f res  and  torches , nor  yet  drinke , nor  dance , nor  runne 
to  Play-houfes , which  they  wholly  abandoned ; but  kept 
themfelves  temperate,  fober , chaft  and  pious  • ( l)  cele- 
brating their  folemnities , rather  with  confcience  and  de- 
votion than  lafcivioufnejfe;  whence  they  were  reputed 
publike  enemies,  as  Tertullian,  ( m)  Philo  Iudaus,  and 
(n)  Clemens  Alexandrians  moft  plentifully  informe 
us.  H ence  Theodor  et  writes,  (o)  That  the  (fhriftians 
of  his  time,  in  (lead  of  folemniz.ingthe  feftivals  of  love 
andPacchus , did  celebrate  thefeflivities  of ‘Peter,  Paul , 
Thomas , Sergius  arc  ellus , Leontius,  Antoninus,  and 

other  holy  fAiartyrs  ; and  that  in  flead  of  that  ancient 


novilupanaris  5cc. Ibidem p.68i.  m Dc  Vita  Contemplariva p.t  i i.&c*  n Pacdagogi 
}.  2.0.4.  o Pro  Pandiis  ctiam  Diafiifque  Dionyftis  hoceftlovis  Liberiq- patri?  fo. 
Jennitatibus, Petra, Paulo,  Thpm;Cj  Sergio,  MatcelJo,  Leontio,  Antoni  no,  Mauris 
tio3  ahifq;  fan&isMartyribits  folennitates  populari  epuloperaguntur.  P/oquc  i la  ve-  j 
-teiiPompa,  pro  turpi  obfcxnitate  atque  impudentia  hunt  modefta^caftx,  ac  temp?, 
rantix  plena?  fcftiuitates, non illae  quidem  merode!ibuta? , noncommeffaticnibusle- 
ves,non  cachinntsfolutiEj  (ed  divinis  canticis  perfonantes,  facrifq;  ftrmonibusaudb 
endis  intents.  In  quibus  ad  Deum  praeces  non  fine  fanftislachrymis  acfufpiriis  Deo 
fummittuntur.  fbecdoret  de  MfirtyrAuaJ, Z.Tvm.z.fri  90  J7. 
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pompe,  that  filthy  obfcenity  and  impudency  that  the  Pa- 
gans fifed  on  their. feftivals , the  iff  hr  ift  Ians  in  fit  fit  ed  ho - 
ly-dayes  full  ofmodefly , chaftity  and  temperance:  not  fich 
tvs  were  moiftned  with  winejafcivious  with  riotous  feafts, 
dijfolute  with  pjoutes  and  laughter  ftut  fitch  as  refounded 
with  divine  fongs,  as  were  Jpent  in  hearing  holy  Sermons , 
on  which  prayers  were  humbly  powred  out  to  Cjod  not 
without  teares  and fighes.  Thus  did  the  primitive  Chri- 
ftians  fpend  their  folemne  holy-day es  j and  To  fhould 
we  doe  too,  as  our  owne  Statute  of  6,£d,6.c^tcs.- 
preily  enjoynesus.How  the  primitive  Chriftians  cele- 
brated the  Nativitie  ofour  Saviour  in  particular,  and  in 
what  manner  we  alfo  ought  to  fo’emnize  it,Iet  Gregory 
Ttyzianzen  in  his  3 8 Oration  upon  our  Saviours  2fa- 
tivity,  now  at  laft  informe  us;  where  thus  hee  writes  : 

( p)  Hocfeftunu  noilrunu  eft,  (treating  of  our  Saviours  V 
Nativitie)  Hoc  hodierno  die  celebramus  , Deinimirutru 
ad  homines  acceftunu,  ut  ad  Detenu  proficifcamar 3aut ,ut  £ies  qUOmodo 
aptiori  verbo  utar,  revertamur , abjeSloq^  veteri  homine  celebrandus. 
novurtu  induamus-,  et  quemadmodunu  in  veteri  Adamo  Vide  Nicetas 
mortal  fumus,  ita  in  Chnfto  vivamus , und  cu'au  eo  naf-  Comment. 
rentes yund  cructfixi , und  fepulti,  und  refirgentes.  Pra-  ^idem. 
clara  eninu  vtcijfttudo  atejue  cower fio  mihi  fentienda 
eft , ut  quemadmodum  ex  fecundioribus  rebus  adverfa  na - 
talunt,fic  contra  ex  adverfis  ad  lata  profperaq $ rede  art u, 

Vbi  enirru  ab undavit  pecc at urtu,fiperab undavit  gratia: 
et  f guftus  condemnavit , quanto  magis  (f hr ifti  pajfto  ju- 
ftificavit  ? Quocircanon  oflentorie ,feddivine;non  mun- 
di  ritu , fed  fupra  mundi  r it  urn ; non  res  noftras  fed  noftri , 
vel  ut  reibius  loquar,  Domini ; non  ea  qua  inftrmitzitis 
funt  ,fedqita  curationis • non  ea  qua creationis,  fed  ea  qua 
recreationis  inftaurationifque  celebremus . Idautem  hac 
demum  ratione  confequemur , ft  nec  domus  limina  fertis 
coronemus,  * nec  choreas  agetemus  , nec  vicos  ornemus , * Yet  how  dia== 
nec  oculum  pafeamus , nec  aurem  cantu  demulceamus  }nec 
lenocmtfs  guftum  titillemus,  nec  olfaElum  effaminemas,  ftifenow^to 
nevtattui  obfequamur,  promptis  inquam  Mis  ad  vitfum  this  advice, 
Fffff  2 vijsy 
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peccatique  januis,  nec  tenerU  et  circumftuentibus  ve- 
ftibus  emolliamur ,quarum->  ut  quaque  pulcberrtma,  itn 
maxim'e  inutilu  jacet,nec  gemmarurru  Jplendoribus  nec 
aurifulgoribus,nec  color um~>  artificijs  nxtivam  pulchri- 
tudinerru  emsntientibus , atque  adverfus  imaginem* 
drum  am  excogitate,  (q)  nec  commeffationibus  et  ebrie - 
tatibus,  quas  cubilia  et  lafcivia  comitantur  > quandoqui- 
dem  malor urn  mxgiftrorum  mold  dottrina  eft,  vel  p otitis 
motor urn  feminum  mold  feges . Tf^ec  tboros  altosferva- 
mus  , ventri  delictas  fternentes:  nec  vina  generofi  , co - 
quorum  lenocinia  , liquor  um  profufis  magnificentias  in 
precio  habeamus.  jbfec  terra  et  mare  char  urn  nobu  ac  pre- 
ciofum  ftercus  offer  ant : hoc  enim  nomine  delieias  ornare 
foleo . 7S[gc  alius  alium  intcmperantia  fitperare  conten- 
damus . Cftfihi  enim  intemper  antia  eft  quicquid  fuper- 
fluum  eft,  ufibufque  neceffarijs  fupereft,  idque  efurienti - 
bus  alijs  atque  inopia  laborantibus  \ ijs  inquam > qui  ex 
eodem  luto  et  temper atione  creati  font.  Verum  hac  pro- 
phanis  atque  ethnico  faftui  folennitatibufque  relinqua - 
mus  : qui  cum  ijs  deorum  nomen  tribuant , qui  ficriftcio - 
rumnidore  obleilantur , congruent ur  profetto  eos  helluan - 
do  colunt , mali  utique  mdorum  d&monum  et  fittores  et 
facer  dotes  et  cult  ores.  ^At  nos  d quibus  Verbum  adora- 
tur,  verborum  delicijs( fi  quid  tnmen  delicijs  dxndum  eft ) 
indulgeamus , atque  ex  lege  divina  et  narrationibus , cunt 
alijs,  turn  ijs  pr&fertim , quibus  pr&fentis  fefti  mjfteria 
explicantur , voluptatem  capiamus . ltd  enim  commoda, 
minimequeab  eo,a  quo convocati  fumus , aliens  delicti 
noftra  fuerint*W hich  thusbe  feconds,in  his  48  Oration 
again  ft  lulian . (r)  +>4c  primum  quidem  fratres  late- 
mar  non  corporis  jplendore,  non  vefliunt  permutxtionibus 
et  mtgnificentijs , non  f f)  commejfationibus  et  ebrietnti - 
bus , qudrum  ftruttum  cubilia  et  impudicitias ejfe  didici - 
ft  is  : nec  floribus  plat  eos  cor  on  emus  , nec  unguent  or  um 
turpitudine  men  fas , nec  veftibul’a  ornemus  , necvifibili 
lumine  fplendefcat  domus,  nec  tibicinum  concentu  plauft- 
bufque  perfonent : hie  enim  C Jentilitiafeftorum  celebratU 
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omsmos  efi.  Ufos  verone  his  rebus  ID  cum  honor  emus  , 
ne  prafens  tempus  indignis  rebus  attollamus  • verum  ani- 
m&  puritate , et  mentis  hilaritate  , et  lucernis  totum  8c- 
clefia  corpus  illufirantibus,  hoc  efi  divinis  fpeculationibus 
etfententijsfuper  facrofantlum  candelabrum  ereti is  , et 
excitatis,orbique  univerfo  pralucentibus . *Parvum  meo 
quidem  judicio  actenuh , Ji  cum  hoc  comparetur  , lumen  # Matth.  14. 
illud  omne  efi,  quod  homines  feftos  dies  cclebr antes  pri - u ^ Kegum  6, 
vatim  public  eque  accendunt , &c . Hymn  os  pro  tympan  :s 
affumamus  ,pfalmodiam  pro  turpibus  et  flagitiofis  c Anti- 
bus , plaufum  gratiarum  aElionis  et  canorAm  manuum 
aSHonem  pro  plaufibus  theatric  is,  gravitatem  pro  rifu  , 
prudeute  fermonem  pro  ebrietftte,decus  et  honefiatem  pro 
delicijs . tQuod fi  etiam  te  utfefium  l&to  ammo  celebran- 
tem , tripudiare  convenit ; tripudia  tu  q tidem , fed  non  ob- 
fcena  ( t ) Herodiadis  tripudium , ex  quo  2? aptifia  mors 
fecutn  efi , verum  (v)  ‘ Davidis  ob  area  requietem 
Jdltimntis , quo  quidem  itineris  fantti  ac  Deo  grati  a- 
gihtatem  volubilitatemque  myfiice  defignari  exiflimo ♦ 

Thefe  are  the  Chriftmas  exercifes,this  the  only  Chrift- 
mas-keeping,  that  all  the  primitive  Chriftia  is  ufed,  AcWoftorne 
and  this  godly  Biflaop  calls  for.  To  paflfe  by  that  excel-  De  8-ato  phh 
lent  paflage  of  Salvian  , againffc  onr  Chriltmas  E lter- 
ludes,  which  fully  meetes  with  the  Oi/eftors  frenzie: 

* C^rifio  ergo  0 amentia  m9nfiruofa,  (f hriflo  Circenfes 
offer imus  et<Jftt',mos,  tunc  et  hoc  mxxime  , cum^  ab  eo 
aliquid  boni  capimus , cum-t  projperitutis  aliquid  ab  eo 
attribuitur,aut  vittoria  de  hofiibus  a divinitate  donatur? 

8t  quid  aliud  hac  refacere  videmur , quam  [i  quis  homini 
beneficium  largienti  injuriofus  fit , aut  blandientem  convi - 
tijs  cadat,  aut  ofculantis  vultum  mucrone  tranfigat , &c, 
which  I have  formerly  englidied#  As  alio  to  pretermit 
(x)  St.ffyprian , (y ) St.  zStugufiine, "(a) Leo,  (a) Ber- 
nard, with  ( b ) fit  sir j other  Fathers,  who  have  written 
of  our  Saviours  Nativitie,  how  it  ought  to  be  celebra- 
ted with  the  greateft  h oljneiTe,  fobriecy  , a id  chiefefl: 
devotion  j I fhall  relate  thefumme  of  all  their  Mindes 
Fffff  3 in 
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in  the  words  of  St,  ^yimbrofe,  who  is  fomewhat  copi- 
ousin  this  theame.  Sernto^,  Dominica,  i.  ^Hdventus , 
he  writes  thus,  (c ) Hoc  tempus,ftatres  charifsimi , non 
immerito  rD  o mini  advent  us  vocatur , nec  ftnecaufa  (antti 
Eatres  adventure  Domini  celebrare  caperunt,  et  fermo- 
nes  de  his  diebus  afpopulum  habuerunt  3 id  namque  idea 
inflit  uerunt,  ut  fe  unufquifque fldehs  prapararet  et  emen - 
darety  quo  digne  Edeiac  Domini  fui  * idfat-ivitatem  ce - 
lebrare  valeret.  2fam  fl  aliquis  veftrum  feniorem  fuum 
in  cjiis  domum  fufc  ep  turns , ab  omnibus  for  dibus  et  im- 
mundis  rebus  ipf am  domum  mundarety  et  qu&que  hone  ft  a 
et  necefaria  ejfent,  fecundum fuam  pofsibilitatem  prapa- 
raret;  et  hocfacit  mortalis  fufceptu^us  mortalem j quanto 
magis  fe  mundare  debet  creatura , ut  fuo  creators  appa- 
rent i in  came  non  diffliceat  :■  Me  juft  us  venit  ad  nos  - 
peccatoreSy  ut  ex  peccatoribw  faceret  juftgs  i plus  venit 
ad  impioSy  ut  nos  faceret  pios  : humilis  venit  ad  fuper  bos, 
ut  ex  fuperbis faceret  humiles.  fduid  plural  ille  natura 
bonus  venit  ad  homines  qui  erant  pleni  omnibus  malis, 
f)uapropter  hortamur  vos,  ut  his  diebus  abundantius  e - 
leemofynasfaciatis-ad  Ecclefiam  ftequentius  conveniatis  s 
confefsionempeccatorum  veflrorum  purijftme  faciat  is,  et 
ab  omni  immunditia  vos  ftudiofiflime  contineatis . Odium 
nihilominuSy  iramy  et  indignationem , clamor em  et  blaft 
phemiam,  fuperbiam  atque  yaElantiam  cum  omni  carnali 
deleElatione  procul  avobis  rcpeilatis : ut  cum  dies  'Do- 
minica Nativitatis  advenerip , fdlubriter  ipfiim  celebrare 
poffltis,  Et  ficut  multi  flint  foliciti  de  carnalibus  divitijs, 
et  de preciofls  veftimentis , ut  honorabiliores  ceteris  vide • 
antur  in  ilia  die ; it  a vos  folicitiores  cftote  de  Jpirituah- 
bus  divitijs  et  veftimentis  : quia  (icut  anima  melior  eft 
came,  ita  delict  a fpiritales  melior  es  funt  qudm  carnales. 
8t  multo  melius  eft  animam  ornare  virtutibus  , qudm 
corpus  preciofls  tnduere  veftibus  Har  admonitio  Fratresy 
idcirco  ad  vos  f aft  a eft y ut  qut  boni  flint  per  hanc  Cint  me • 
hores 5 et  qut  malos  fe  effe  recolunt . c ertifftme  convert  an* 
tur\ ut panter  in  die  Dominica -Nativitatis  Utari  fpiri • 
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tahter  mere  at  nr.  Which  be  thus  profecuts  in  his  4«Ser. 
Dominica  2.  Adventus.  (d)  L at  it  i a quanta  Jit , quan- 
tufq\  concurfus , curru  Imperatoris  mundi  iftius  natalis 
celebrandus  efl,  bene  nofits  quemadmodum  duces  eius  et 
principes  omnes  militant es  accurate  fericis  veflibus  ac - 
cm  EH,  operofis-cin gulls  auro  fulgent e pretiojis  ambiant 
folito  yiitidius  in  confpeElu  regis  wcedere.  Credunt  enim 
mciius  ejfe  Imperatoris  gaudlum,  fi  viderit  majorem  fua 
apparationis  ornatum  ; tantoque  ilium  latum  juturum , 
quanto  ipfifuerint  in  ejus  fejhv  it  ate  devoti ; ut  quia  Im- 
perator  taftquam  homo  cor  da  non  confficit , affeElum  co- 
rum circa  fe  probet  vel  habitum  contuendo  ,ita  fit  ut  Jplen- 
diditts  fe  accuret  quifquis  re  gem  fidelius  diligit . EDeinde 
quia  in  die  Natalis  fui  fciunt  eum  lar^umfuturum  ac 
donaturum  plura  vel  mmifiris  fiiis  , vel  ijs  qui  in  domo 
ejus  abjeEh  putantur  ct  viles , tanta  prim  thefauros  ejus 
replere  divitiarum  varietntc  feftinant , ut  in  quantum -> 
prorogare  voluerit , in  tantunu  prorogatio  copiofa  non-de ~ 
fit,  et  ante  voluntas  donandi  deficiat , qudnu  fubflantta 
largiendi.  H<ec  autenu  ideo  foheitef actant , quia  majo- 
rem-j  fibi  remunerationerru  pro  hac  folicitudine  jperant 
fupuram . Si  ergo  firatres  faculi  iftius  homines  propter 
pjrafent is  honoris gl or iarru  terreniregis  Jui  natalenu  diem 
tanta  apparitione  Jufcipiunt,  qua  nos  accuratione  aterni 
regis  noflri  Iefii  fhrifti  ISJatalenu  Jufcipere  debemus  f 
qui  pro  devotione  noHranon  nobis  temporalerru  largietur 
gloriamj , fed  aternarru^  nec  terreni  honoris  adminiflra- 
tionerrLj  dabit  qua  fuccejfore  finitur  , fed  caleflis  imperij 
dignitatc,qua  non  habet piece fiorc . fijualis  aute  noflra  re- 
munerate fitfutura , dicit  cProphetn. ( ^Quas  oculus  non 
vidit,  necaurisaudivit , nec  in  cor  hominis  afeendit , 
qua?  praeparavit  Deus  diiigentibus  fe.  fiffibus  tndu- 
mentis  nos  exornari  oportet?  Quod  auterru  diximus  nos, 
hoc  efianimas  no  fir  as  : quia  rex  nofter  (Jhrift  us  non  tarn 
nitorerru  veftiurru , quarru  animarwn  requirit  affeElum , 
necinjpicit  ornament  a corporum,  fedconfiderst  corda  me- 
ritorum : nec  fiagilis  cinguli  praewgentis  lumbos  opero - 
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fitatem  miratur , ^ fort  is  caftimonia  reftringentis  libi- 
dinem  ad pudicitiam  fins  miratur.  <*sfmbiamus  ergo  in - 
veniri  apud  ipfum  probati  fide , compti  mifericordia,mori - 
accurati ; ^ fidelius  Chriftum  diligit , nitidius 
fe  mandat  or  um  ejus  obfervatione  componat : ut  vere  nos 
in  fe  credere  videat , cum  it  a in  ejus  folennitate  fiul^emus, 
etmagis  Utusfit , quo  nos  per fp ex er it  puriores.  ^Atque 
ideo  ante  complures  dies  caftificemus  cor  da  noftra,  mun- 
demus  confcientiam,  purificemus  jpiritumyet  nitidi  ac fine 
macula  immaculatiDomini  fiufcipiamus  advent  um : tit 
cujus  nativitas  per  immaculatam  virginem  conftitit,  ejus 
Natalis  per  immaculatos  fervulos  procuretur,  Quifquis 
enim  in  illo  die  for  didus finer  it  ac  pollutus  yN atalem  Chri - 
fti  ortumq ; non  curat : interfit  licet  Dominica  fieftivitati 
corpore , mente  tamen  longius  d Servatore  feparatur . Nec 
focietatcm  habere  poterunt  immundus  et  fanflus,  avartts 
et  mifericors , corrupt  us  ac  virgo  \nifi  quod  magis  ingcren- 
do  fe  indignus  ojfenfione  contrahit  cu  minim  'e  fie  cognofcit . 
Dum  enim  vult  officiofus  ejfe,  injuriofius  exiflit:  fiicut  ille 
in  (f)  Evangelio5qui  in  cxtu  lancftoru  invitarus  ad  nup- 
tias  venire  aufus  eft  veftem  non  habens  nuptialem  : et 
cum  alius  niter  et  juftitia,  alius  luceret  fide,  alius  cafti- 
tatefulgeretjlle  folus  confcienti&f adit  ate  poHutus  ,cunEHs 
jplendentibus  defiormi  horrore  fordebat.  St  quanto  plus 
fimul  difcumbentium  beatorum  candebat JdnEHtasjant'o 
magis  peccatorum  ithus  apparebat  improbitas , qui  poterat 
minus  dijplicuijfe fiorfitan ,fi in  confortium  juft ornm  mini- 
me  fededijfet.  Igitur  firatres  fiufcepturi  Nfiatalem  ‘Do- 
mini, ab  omni  nos  delitlorum  face  purgemus , repleamus 
thefaurum  ejus  diverforum  munerurru  donis , ut  in  die 
fantta  fit  unde  per  egr  ini  accipiant,  reficiantur  vidua,pau- 
peres  veftiantury&c,  (g)  Supervenientem  feftivitate7TL* 
ejus  omni  ambitione  refiner  e deb  emus  : Retinere  finquam  y 
ut  fi  dies  fiolennitatis  tranfeat , apud  nos  fanEHficatisnis  e- 
jus  beatitudo  permaneat . Mac  enim  gratia  Tfiatalis  eft 
Domini  Salvator  is,  ut  infiuturuad  * pradeftinatos  tranf- 
eat, in  prateritum  remaneat  ad  devotos.  Oportet  ergo  efifie 
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nos  fi.nB.it  ate  puros/nundos  pudkitiA,nitidos  honeflate  ,ut 
quo  diem  fefiu  advenire  propinquius  cernimus ,eb  accura- 
tius  tncedamus . Si  enim  muliercula  folent  ahquas  ferias 
Jufcept  ur  a , macula*  veftium  Juarum  aqua,  diluere-.cur  non 
magi*  nos  accept uri  ISfatulem  Domini,  macula s animaru 
noflrarum  fietibus  abluamus  ? (h)  Vnufquifq;  ergo  quic-  Natali s- 

quid  in  fe  reprehenfibile  recognofcit , in  hac  die  in  qua  Fi-  Demini  p.  ^ 
lius  D einafcitur  ,corrigat : idefi,  qui  fuit  adulter , vo - H.6.A. 
veat  Deo  caftitatem:  qui  avarus,  laroimtcm  : qui  ebrio - 
jus,  fobrietatem  ; qui  fuperbu*  , humilitatem  : qui  de- 
tractor, cbaritatem  voveat  et  reddat  : fecundum  ilium 
‘Pfilmi  verjiculurru  : (i ) Vovete,  et  reddle  Domino  t pfal.7?, 

Deo  veftro.  7^os  fide  liter  voveamus,  ille  dab  it  poffibili- 
taterru  folvendi . Valde  quippe  bonefium-*  efi  fiatres,  ut 
nullus  (it  qui  non  ho  die  domino  aliquid  offer  at.  Regibus 
vel  amtcis Jufceptis  munera  damns , et  creatori  omnium-* 
ad  nos  venienti  nihil  dabimus  ? Tfjhil  eninu  d nobis  ma- 
gis  requirit,  qudmnofmetipfos # Offeramus  igitur  ei  nos 
ipfios,  quatenus  et  d prafentibus  malis  , et  ab  aternis  cr\i - 
ciatibus , ip  fins  weffabili  pietate  liber  ati,  in  caleflis  regni 
be  at  it  udine  fufeepti  per pet  uo  valeamus  gander  e.  <>And 
Sermo  6.  Dominica  quarta  Adventus:  be proceedes  thus. 

( kj  ‘Vropria  divimtatefratres  dileCtiJfimi,\am adveniunt  \Pag.4.E3F3G 
dies,  in  quibus  Tfatalem  ‘Domini  Servatoris  cum  gaudio 
defideramus  celebrare,  et  ideo  ro^o  et  admoneo , ut  quan- 
tum.j poffumus  cum-*  Dei adjutorio  laboremus,  quatenus 
in  ilia  die  cum  fincera  et  pur  a conficientia,  et  mmdo  corde , 
et  cafio  corpore , ad  altar e ‘Domini  poffimus  accedere , et 
corpus,  vel  etiam  finguinem  ejusnon  ad  judicium,  fed  ad 
pemedium  anima  nofir  it  mereamur  accipere.  In  Chrifli 
enim  corpore  vita  no fira  confiflit,  ficut  et  ipfe  Dominus 
nofier  dixit:  (l) Nifi  manducaveritis  carnc  Filii  homims  / loan.  6. 
et  biberitis  ejns  fanguinero,  non  haberis  vitam  in  vobis. 

IHutet  ergo  vita, qui  vult  accipere  vitan  ISfa  fi  non  mutat 
vitam , ad  judicium  accipiet  vitam,  et  magi*  ex  ipfa  cor - 
rumpitur , quam finetur • magis  occiditur,  qudm  vivifice- 
tur.  Sic  enim  dixit  ssfpofiolus : ( m ) Qui  maaducat 
Ggggg  corpus 
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corpus  Domini,  ec  bibit  fanguinem  ejus  indigne,  judi- 
cium libi  manducatet  bibit.  £t  ideo  licet  omm  tempore 
boms  operibus  ornatos  tie (ple/ididos  ejfe  conveniat  , praci - 
t amen  in  die  ISfatalis  D omini,ficut  in  Evangelio  ipfe 
dixit , (« ; ut  Iucere  debeant  opera  noftra  coram  homi- 
nibus.  Confiderate  quafo  fratres  , quando  aliquis  homo 
potens  ant  n ob  tl is  natal em  ant  (hum  autfilij  fui  celebrate 
dejiderat , quanto  ftudio  ante  plures  dies  quicquid  in  dome 
fuo  fordidum  viderit  ordinat  emundare ,quicquid  ineptum 
et  incongruum  projicit > quicquid  mile  et  necefarium  pra- 
cipit  exhibere  : damns  etiam ft  obfeurafuerit,  dealbatur , 
et  diverfis  refperfd  floribus  adornatur  : pavimenta  autent 
a [cop  is  mm  dan  t nr , quicquid  etiam  ad  l&titiam  animi , et 
corporis  deheias  pertinet  omnifollicit  udine  providetur . Vt 
quid  ifta  fratres  cbarijjimi  nifiut  dies  natalicius  cum  gau* 
dio  cclebretur  hominis  morituri  ? Si  ergo  t ant  a pr  spar  as 
in  natalicio  tuo,  ant  filij  tui;  quanta  pr&parare  debes  fuf- 
cepturus  'Efatalem  fDomini  tui  ? Si  talia  praparas  mori - 
turo}  quaha  praparare  debes  dtterno  ? Quicquid  ergo  non 
vis  inveniri  in  domo  tua , quantum potes  lab  or  a ut  non  in - 
veniat  Deus  in  anima  tua.  Certe  (i  Rex  terrenus  aut 
quivis  potens  paterfamilias  ad  fitum  natalieium  teinvi - 
tajfet , qualibus  veflimentis  (luderes  ornatus  incedere  ? 
qudm  novis  vel  nitidis ,qudmftiendidis 3 quo  nec  vetuftas , 
nec  vilitas ,nec  aliqua  fxditas  oculos  imritantis  offende - 
ret  f Tali  ergo  ftudio, in  quantum  privates  Chrifto  aux - 
iliante  contende,ut  diverfis  vir  tut  um  ornament  is  aiimam 
tuam  compofitam,  (implicit  at  is  gemmis , et  fobrietatis  fio - 
rib  us  adornatam,  ad  folennitatemrems  aterni,  id  eft,  ad 
Nat  ale  m T)omini  Salvator  is , cum  fecura  confcientia  pro- 
cedets,  c aft  it  ate  nitida  , charitate  (plendida,  eleemofynis 
Candida . (fhriftus  enim  HDominus  nofter  ft  te  ita  compo* 
fitum  ejus  natalitium  celebrate  cognoverit , ipfe  per  fe  ve- 
nire, et  animam  tuam  non  folk  m vifitnre , fed  etiam  in  ea 
requiefeere,  et  in  perpetuum  in  ilia  dignabitur  habitats, 
Jicut feriptum  eft : (o)  Et  inhabitabo  in  illis  et  inambu- 
labo  inter  eos : Et  iter  urn,  (p)  Ecce  do  ad  odium  et 
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pulfo;  fi  quis  furrexeric  et  aperuerit  mihi,  intrabo  ad  il- 
lum.et  csenabo  cum  illo,et  ille  mecum.  fifita/rufalix  eft 
illaanima  qui  vitam  fit  am  ita'Deo  auxiliante  ftuduerit 
gubernare  y ut  (fhrtftum  hofpitem  inbabitutorem  merea- 
tur  excipere . Sicut  e contrario  quanta  inf&lix  eft  ilia  con- 
fidential toto  lacbrymarumfonte  lugenda,  qua  fie  ita  mails 
openbus  cruentzivit , ut  in  ca  non  Chriftus  reqHiefcereyfied 
diabolus  incipiat  dommari.  Falls  entm  anima  fi  medica . 
mentum  p&mtentia  non  cito  fubvenerit , d luce  relinque - 
tur,  d tenebris  occupabitur,  vacuabitur  dulcedine , rep/e - 
bitur  amantadine-^  d morte invade tur , d vitnrepudiabi- 
tur . Ideo  etiam  ab  omni  inquinamento  ante  (fihrifti  2fa- 
tnlem  mult’s  diebus  abftmere  debemns.  QtMtiefcunque 
Fratres  aut  lS^atalemcDomini , aut  reliquas  fiolennitntes 
celebrare  disfonitu * ebrietatem  ante  omnia  fiugite,  ira - 
cundta  quafi  beftia  crudeliftima  repugnate , odium  velut 
vertenum  morttferum  de  corde  veflro  repelhte,  et  tanta  m 
voblsfit  charitas,qua  non  fiolum  ad  Omicos,fied  etiam  ufi- 
que  adipfies  perveniat  ininncos,  &c . <ss4nd  in  his  Sermo 
1 1.  in  Die  Circumcifionis  Domini  noftri  Iefu  Chrifti; 
as  if  he  had  purpofely  written  againft  our  moderne  (fhrift- 
tnas  difiorders  • he  concludes  thus , (q)  Eft  mih # adver- 
fus  plerofique  veftrum  fratres,  querela  non  modica , de  his 
loquor,  qui  nobificum  Efatalem  Domini  celebr  antes  yCjen - 
tilium  feferiys  dediderunt  , et  poft  iHud  cal  eft  e conviviu 
fuperftitionis  fibi  prandium  paraverunt ; ut  qui  ante  la- 
te latificatifuerant  fknSlitate,  inebriarentur  poftea  vani- 
tate  ; ignorant es , quod  qui  vult  regnare  cum  Chrifto,non 
poffin  gaudere  cum  fieculo  : et  qui  vult  invenire  juftiti- 
am,  debet  declinare  luxuriam,  ^Alia  efl  enim  ratio  vita 
aterna  , alia  defferatio  lafcivia  temporalis . <*Ad  illam 
virtute  afcendituryad  iftam  perditione  deficenditur . zsft- 
que  ideo  qui  vult  effe  divinorum  particeps , non  debet  effe 
focius  idoloru.{r)lddli  enim  portio  efl  inebriaYevino  men - 
tern , ventrem  cibo  diflendere y faltationibus  membra  tdr- 
quere,  et  it  a pravls  aflionibus  occupari,  ut  cogarls  igno- 
rare  quod'Deus  eft • Vnde  fanflus  zApofto/us  h&c  pra» 
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vide  ns  dicit : (fj  Qua?  porno  juftirisc  cum  iniquicace?  aut 
quseiodccas  luci  cum  tenebris  ? aut  quje  pars  fidcli? 
cum  infideiifqui  autem  confeniustemplo  Dei  cum  ldo* 
lis  ? Ergo  fe  nos  Junius  templum  Dei , cur  in  tcmplo  Dei 
colitur feftivitas  idolorum  ? (Jur  ubi  Chrijlus  habit  at, qui 
efi  abft  mentia,  temper  antia,caftitas,  indue  it  ur  commefea - 
tio,  ebrietas  atque  Ufcivia  f Dicit  Salvator , (t)  Nemo 
poteftduobus  Dominis  fervire  ; hoc  eftJDeo  et  <JMam- 
mon&.  Qugmodo  igitur  pot  eft  is  religiofe  E piphaniam  Do- 
mini procurare , qui  yam  Kalendas  ejuantum  in  vobis  eft, 
devotijftmc  celebraflis  l Ianus  emm  homo  fait  ttnitis  con- 
minibns  biben-  ^ttor  civitatis , qua  Ianiculum  nuncupatur , in  cujus  heno - 
do  nomina  ve-  rem  d gentibus  K abend  a Junt  Ianuana  nuncupate : unde 
ftra  dclcrc  de  qui  Kalendas  Ianuarias  colit , pec  cat , quoniam  homini 
eoelo  : funt . mortuo  defert  divinitatis  ebfequium.  Inde  eft  quod  ait 
quod^ei^eft  ^f°fi°^us : (v)  Dies  obfervaris^et  menfes,  et  tempo- 
qUi  non  folum  ra> ec  ^nnos,  timeo  ne  fine  caufa  laboravero  in  vobis. 
feipfos  inebi  i-  Obfervavit  enim  diem  et  menfem  qui  his  diebus  aut  jeju- 
ant,  fedetiam  navit , aut  ad  Ecclefiam  non  procejftt . Obferz*avit  diem 
alios  cogunr,  qui  hefterno  die  non  procefftt  ad  Ecclefiam , procejftt  ad 
amplius  quam  cam?um-  Ergo  hratres  omm  Jrudio  Gentiltum  fejtivita- 
expeditbibanr,  tem  etferias  declinemus,  ut  quando  illi  epulantur  et  l&ti 
&c.  Illc  Chri  Junt  y tunc  nos  fimus  fobrij  atque  jejuni,  quo  intelligant  l&- 
fiianus  qualis  titiamfuam  nottrt{abftinentiacondemnari.  * iHihabeant 
eft,qiu  etfilo.  ftMYein  fheatro  ynos  habeamus  portum  in  Chrifto.  if  then 
ad  vomitum  &Ar  Saviours  Nativitie  ought  thus  to  be  celebrated  by 
ufque  bibet  et  L1<?  5 if  ail  ( x)  dr  untune  fee,  epicurifme  health  -quaffing, 
poficaquam  fe  dancing, dicing jEnterludeSjPlayesdafcivioufnefle^ride 
intbriaverit , and  pagan  cuftomes  mud  now  belaid  alide;  if  all  kinde 
Xeneticus^t  °^nne  an^  wickednefle  whatfoever  mud  now  be  ba- 
mfanus,diabo-  nifhedour  bodies /oules.  and  houfes;  if  our  foules  mud 
lico  more  ba^  now  efpecially  be  cleanfed  by  repentance  from  all  their 
Jare  et  Taltare,  Ipirituall  fihhinefle,  adorned,  beautified  with  every 
to-  a turpia  et  cbrifiian  grace,  and  made  fuch  holy  fpirituall  Temples, 
luxur?ofocan=  ^at  (j)  C^rtft  x^e  K*ng°f  gloH  mtt)  come  *”<1  dwelt 
tarea  5c c,  HRtbanK*  Mourns,  HumilU  in  Dominica  Ditbtts.  & De  Honor  um  Cbrfeitnorum 
ct  Ma.orum  Moribrn  .Optrum  Tom.  J .P.60  $,D.  607  B*  y Pfal.  2,  4.  7 ,8 ,9, 1 o. 
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within  them : if  nought  but  (V)  holineffe,  temperance, 
fobriety  and  devotion  mu  ft  now  be  found  within  us, 
yea,if  falling  and  abftinencc  muft  now  be  pracftifed,  as 
all  thde  Fathers  teach  us , let  us  now  at  laft  for  very 
fhame  abandon  all  thofe  bacchanalian  infernall  Chrift- 
mas  diforders,  Enterludcs,  fports  and  paftimes  which 
now  overfpread  the  world,  as  (a ) diametr ally  contrary 
not  onely  to  (fhrittians  , but  to  our  Saviours  Nativitie, 
which  they  mofl  deffierately  difbonour  and  prophane.  And 
if  there  be  any  fuch  deboift  ones  left  among  us  (as  alas 
there  are  too  too  many  every  where  ) who  will  ftill 
fupportand  pleade  for  thefe  abominable  Chnftmas  ex- 
cdl'es,  not  onely  in  defpiteof  (god,  of  Chrifl,  of  An- 
gels, Father s,(b ) Councels , and  godly  Chriltians  who 
condemne  the, but  even  of  our  owne  pious  Statute,^. 
$•&  6.  Ed.6.cap . 3.  Which  exprefly  enjoynes  men, even 
in  the  (fhnflm'as  hofy-dayes,  as  well  as  others;  to  ceafe 
fronu  all  other  i>inde  of  labour  , and  to  apply  themfelves 
*Onely  And  Wholly  to  laud  and  praife  the  Lord, 
to  refort  and  heare  Gods  word,  to  come  to  the  holy  Com- 
munion, to  heare,  to  learne  and  to  remember  almighty 
Gods  great  benefits,  his  manifold  mercies,  his  ineftimable 
gracious  goodne fie  fo  plentifully  powred  upon  all  his  crea- 
tures, and  that  of  his  infinite  and  unjpeakable  goodne ffe, 
without  any  mans  defert : and  in  remembrance  hereof  to 
Tender  him  mo  ft  high  and  hearty  thankes , with  prayers 
and fup plications,  for  the  relief e of  all  their  daily  necefji - 
ties  3 becaufethefe  holy-day es  are  feparated  from  all  pro- 
phane ufes,  and  fantlified  and  hallowed,  dedicated  and.  ap- 
pointed not  to  any  Saint  or  creature  , but  onely  unto  God 
and  his  true  worfbip . (Which  Statute  excludes  all  Stage- 
plaies^Mafques/dancing^dicing^and  fuch  other  Chrift- 
mas  outrages  from  this  iacred  feftivall;  it  being  fepara- 
ted from  all  prophane  ufes,  and  onely  and  wholly  devoted 
to  Gods  worfbip , and  the  for enamed  duties  of  religion , 
which  were  inconfiftent  with  them:)  If  there  be  any 
fiich,!  fay,as  thefe  within  our  Church,I  only  wilh  them 
GggggS  banifhed 
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H In  Nclnvti  banifhed  into  Nelewki  in  (JWofcovia.every  Chriftmas; 
oppido  3 quod  vv here  if  wc  bdeeve  (d ) Cjuagninus  , aU  CAiofchovites 
cognomen  ab  are  prohibited  to  health , to  be  drunke,  or  to  keepe  revel- 
1 ocubs  Haber  rout,  except  onely  in  the  C hr  i ft  mas , E after,  fVhitfontidej 
omnibus  ex-*  and  ccr tame  other  folemne  feafts  of  Saints  , eft ec tally  of 
traneis  militi-  St.  Nicholas  their  Eatron,  and  the  feftivities  §fthe  Vir- 
bus  et  advenis  gin  rJMary , c. Veter  and  John  5 on  which  like  men  let  out 
fatcUibuf^ue  Ofprifon,  they  honour  'Bacchus  more  than  God  , or  thefe 
^riandi  vario  their  Saints  ; bealihing  and  quaff  ng  downe fundry  forts 
potus  genere,  of  liquors  fo  lon%,  till  they  are  as  drunke  as  [wine, and  then 
facultasconccC  they  fall  to  roaring , Jhouting,  quarrelling,  abuftng , and 
la  eft , quod  ftonu  thence  to  wounding,  ftabbing  and  murthering  one 
ravifub  ccna  anoi^er  > Info  much  that  if  this  drunkenneffie  and  difbrder 
prohibetur- ex-  were  permitted  every  day,  they  would  utterly  deftroy  one 
ceptis  aliquot  another  with  mutuall flaughters.  This  is  the  Mofcho- 
diebus  in  an-  vites  Chriftmas-keeping , who  have  liberty  granted 
te°n  ore  Nui  to  drunke  Chriftmas  ,^ea  thefe  are  their 

dntiset  refur*  drunken  fatall  ends , which  if  our  Chriftmas  roaring 
redionis  Do-  boyes  affeft,  they  may  doe  well  to  keepe  their  Chrift- 
mmic.x,  pro  mas  commons  with  thefe  beaftly  drunken  fwine , 
fefto  Penteco-  where  ftrangers  have  libertie  to  be  drunke  , to  carouse 
& health  even  all  Chriftmas,8>c  at  all  times  elfe.But  let  all 
nioribus  feftis  who  have  any  lparkes  or  lobriety,  temperance  or  grace 
divorum,praj.  within  them3  abominate  thefe  unchriftian  Chriftmas 
cipuevero  Ni.  extravagancies  ; (e)  pafsing  all  the  time  of  their  fojour - 
colai,  quern  di.  ning  here  in  fear  e,  concluding  with  that  fpcech  of  holy 
profequu  ntur^  pcter-,(f)The  time  pa  ft  of  our  lives  mayfufficeus  to  have 
et  beats  virgi-  wrought  the  will  of  the  Gentiles , and  to  have  walked  in 
nis  Maris, Pc—  lafcivioufneffe,  lufts,  exceffeofwine  and  riot,  revellings , 
feftis  •°**ann,S  banquet  tings, abominable  ^/^/rk^jbacchana’ian  Chrift- 
veroS  veiutvUi  mas  Pa^iine>  and  diforders : And  thereupon  refolving, 
culis  cmiflfi  , ~ (g)  t0  purge  ont  all  this  old  leaven j fof  dancing,  dicing, 

Bacchum  et  non  feftumrillius  divi  (cuius  diem  tunc  temporis  celebrant)  advenifti 
gratulantur^et  facris  nondnm  pera&is,  vel  ut  fues  vario  potus  genere  obruti,  terrmlen- 
ti,ebriiq^  identidem  vociferantes,  feqite  velutobfeflfi,  mutuo  csdendes,etcontumeliis 
v^iis  afticientes  vagantur.  Si  .intern  huic  genti  quctidie,inebriandi  facultas  concefta 
Cuct,  efe  mxituiscsdibus  funditus  exrcrminarent  &c.  Gu*pninM, Rerum  VolonitAYum 
Tom,i.  f.17  i«  e 1 Pet.  1.17.  / 1 Pet. 4. *,3 ,4  g 1 Cor.f.  7. 
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healthing  , PJayes  and  riot)  that  fo  they  may  be  a new 
lumpe , becaufe  (fhrift  their  ^Pajfeover  is  now  facrificed 
for  therns : casting  away  all  thefe  worses  of  darkneffe , 
and  patting  on  the  armour  of  light : walking  hone  ft ly  as 
in  the  day,  (efpecially  in  thedayes  ofChrilts  Nativirie) 

( h ) not  in  rioting  and  drunkennefte,not  in  chambering  and 
wantonnes,ftrife  and  envying, [no  nor(i)yet  in  dancing, di- 
cing, carding, Stageplayes , Mumeries  ,Mafques,and  fitch 
like  heathenifbpratti/es,  which  are  altogether  unfuitable 
for  Ghriftians,efpecially  at  fnch  facred  times  as  thefe, as 
fundry  ( k J forequoted  Councels  have  refolved  \)but put- 
ting on  the  Lord  lefus  Chnft , (who  about  this  time  put 
on  our  nature,  as  wee  mud  now  put  on  his  grace,  his 
holinefle)  and  making  no  provifion for  the  fefb  to  fulfil 
the  lufts  thereof : So  (hall  wee  celebrate  our  Saviours 
Nativity,  and  all  other  Chriftiau  Feftivals,  with  which 
Stage- playes  are  altogether  inconfiftent,  both  to  our 
Saviours  honour,  our  owne  prefent  comfort , and  our 
eternall  future  joy. 

For  the  third  part  of  the  Obje<ftion:that  Stage-play  es 
are  neceflary  to  recreate  and  delight  the  people. 

I anfwer  firfbj  that  there  are  many  other  farre  better , 
eafier  and  cheaper  recreations  void  of  all  offence , with 
which  the  people  may  feafonabiy  delight  themielves  : 
therefore  they  neede  not  thefe  lewd  fuperfluous  coftly 
Enterludes  to  fport  themfelves  withall.  Secondly,wee 
fee  that  people  live  bell  of  all  without  them  There  are 
( l)  many  Xfations  in  the  world , who  never  knew  what 
Stage-play  es  meant  ; yea  there  are  fundry  (hires  and 
Citties  in  our  King dome,  where  Players  (who  for  the 
moft  part  harbour  about  London,  where  they  have  on- 
ly conftant  Handing  Piay-houfes)  never  come  to  make 
them  fport ; and  yet  they  never  complaine  for  want  of 
pleafures,  or  thefe  unneceffary  Stage-delights : The 
moft,  the  beft  of  men  live  happily,  live  comfortably 
without  them  5 yea  ( m)  farre  more  pleafantly  than 
thofe  who  moft  frequent  therru • Therefore  they  are  no 

fuch 


6 Rom.  1 3 12, 

i Sec  Ambrofc, 
Scrmo  rj.  & 
here  Ad.  6. 
Scene  3, 4,f. 

^Sec  Ad.  7. 

Scene 


ssfnfW'l: 


2. 

I See  Chryfoft. 
Horn.  38.  in 
Matth.herep. 

4 16,4 

hppus  Gl'ive- 
rius  Anriquae 
Germania*,),  r. 
C.20.  pag.18  1, 
1 8 2.  & here  p. 

ac- 
cordingly. 
m See  here  Ad. 
(5.Sccoe  <r,738s 
9,10,  6c  190 
acc<?rdingly9 
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* Sec  here  A&. 
6.  Scene  1 9. 


0 See  Ad.  4. 
Scene  2. Ad.?. 
Scene  ii.  pag, 
291.  Sc  Ad.7. 
Scene  1,3,4.?, 
®,7. 

/->  Magiftratus 
ennn  non  tan- 
turn  id  agere 
debet  ut  ipfe 
bonus  fit,  fed 
et  hoc  effjeere 
ixt  alii  malierfe 
defiftant.  Stl- 
vUn  Ve  Guber> 
Viif.  7 0.269. 

* Hebr.j.ij. 
AJob  zt.i  1,12 
13.  Amos  6.  I. 
to  9.  lam.?,?  , 
/See  Chryfo* 
ftome  Hom.8. 
De  Poeniten- 
tia,herep.43  t, 
432.  Sc  Ad.  6. 
Seen.  1 2.  Sc  20. 

5 • 

w See  Ad.  6. 
Scene  ?.Sc  Ad 
7.Scene  6,7. 

» See  Act.  6. 
Scene  3, 4>?.Sc 
Ad.7.  Scene  1 , 

accordingly. 


fuch  neceflary  paftimes,  but  that  they  may  well  be  fpa- 
red.Thirdly,  there  are  none  fo  much  addicted  to  Stage- 
p!ayes,but  when  they  goe  unto  places  where  they  can- 
not have  them, or  when  as  they  are  fupprtfled  by  pub- 
like  authority,  (as  in  (» )times  ofpefiilence,  and  in  Lent 
till  now  oflate)  can  well  fubfifl:  without  them,  finding 
out  far  better  recreations  to  folace  themfelves  withali , 
and  to  pafle  away  their  idle  houres ; therefore  they  are 
meere  fiiperfluous  pleafures  which  may  be  better  (pa- 
red than  enjoyed.  Fourthly,  what  people  fhould  thefe 
delight  ? Good  people  ? Alas,  (0)  they  hate  them -> , 
abhorre  therru,  they  fee  nought  el[e  inTlayes  but  flthi- 
neffe,  wickednefe,  and  that  which  grieves  their  righteous 
foules : therefore  their  foules  can  take  no  pleafure  in 
them.  Lewd  people  ? Alas,  their  (h)  lewdnejfe  fhould 
be  crojfed, checked,  fupprejfed,  not  countenanced  not  fo- 
mented with  this  foode  of  vice : yea  thefe  fhould  ra- 
ther be  afflifred,  nay  terrified  with  Gods  judgements, 
hell,  and  the  ferious  contemplation  of  their  owne  for- 
lorne  finfull  eftates,  which  might  leade  them  on  to  fin- 
lamenting  forrow  and  fincere  repentance  5 then  Too- 
thed, then  delighted  with  thefe  momentatiy  pleafures 
of  finne,  which  doe  but  (i)  crufl  their  continences,  obdu- 
rate their  impenitent  hearts , and  ( kj  p°fl  therru  on  to  hell 
with  more  fecurity  and  greater  fpeed . Good  men  neede 
not  thefe  infernal!  delights  to  ma-’<e  them  worfejill  men 
neede  to  want  them,  that  they  may  grow  better ;( l )for 
whiles  they  diligently  frequent  therru , they  are  altogether 
bopeleffe  of  becomming  good  : therefore  it  is  neceflary 
onely  that  all  fhould  want  them,,  but  no  neceffltie  at  all 
that  any  fhould  enjoy  them.  Laflly  , (m)  all  the  wifefi 
Heatijen  Smperours , States , ‘Philosophers , have  deemed 
therru  fo  unnecefary  ,fo  intoller  ably  pernicious,  that  they 
have  wholly  abandoned  them  as  good  for  nothing  but  to 
corrupt  the  peoples  mindes  and  manners : yea  all  the  pri- 
mitive Chrishans , the  primitive  Church  both  under  the 
Law  and  Go  fell  ^together  with  fun  dry  Qouncels , Fathers , 
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(fhrifiian  Emperors , Kings  and  Writers  have  excluded 
themffhurch  and  State  as  unlawfully  unfit ff 'enable  tore- 
maine  in  either, a*  recreations  no  way  es fit  for  fhrislians, 
effiecially  onfeftivals  and  holy  feafons;  on  which  no  man 
ever  thought  them  ufefullbuc  (o)  one  poore  [crib ling 
hackney  Stage-player , for  his  owne  advantage,  who 
was  likely  to  be  undone  if  Playes  fhould  once  mifcarry. 
Wherefore  I may  lafely  conclude  with  the  unanimous 
fuffrage  of  all  the  forequoted  Authorities  s that  Stage- 
playes  are  no  whit  ufefuli  or  neceifary  to  recreate  or 
delight  the  people,  who  may  live  well  without  them*, 
but  cannot  live  well  with  them,  as  I have  more  largely 
proved  Ad*tf.Scene  3,4,5. & 19,20* on  which  you  may 
refled# 


0 Haywood 
the  Player,  1 ft 
his  Apologie 
for  A<dors#the 
onely  booke  I 
know  in  de- 
fence of  Popu- 
lar Stage* 
player,  and 
thatGod  wot 
a poore  one* 
which  is  very 
well  refuted 
by  J.G,  in  his 
reply  unto  it. 


Actvs  8.  Scena  Qvarta. 

THe  fourth  Ob/edtion  for  the  lawfulneffe  of  Playes 

is  this:  (p)  That  they  are  ancient,  and  of  long  objett.4. 
continuance  9 that  they  are  tollerated  (fill  among  ^ §{c  nTy- 
us ; that  many,  yea  moft  frequent  them,  approve  them  woods  Apoa 
in  their  judgements  $ therefore  they  are  certainly  law-  j?Sic  *or  A- 
full,  * &0lSt 

To  this  I anfwer  flrftjThat  the  long  continuance  and  Anfw.  1 . 
antiauitie  of  Stageplayes  is  no  good  argument  of  their  q Rev.  \ a.  9. 
gooctaefle,  T h {{ef)Divell  and{r  fin  are  of  greater  anti - 1 lohn  3 . s. 
quith and continuance  than  Stage-play es 5 yet  their  an-  yRom« 
tiquity  makes  neither  of  them  good  .*  yea  both  of  them  lA9Qfr  t7  8 
Me  therefore  the  { f)  worfe,  htcaufe  they  are  fo  ancient $ r*v.  s 2.0, * 
and  fo  arc  Playes*  III  things  the  eider  they  are  the 
worfe.  SecoiKily,  though  Playes  are  ancient,  yet  their 
Hhhhh  eriginall 
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/ Dtfmonusn  (t)  original i is  hnowne  what  it  was , it  was  fronts  their 
funr,  non  ho-  Father  the  cDtvell , and  idolatrous  'Fagans  : and  that 
mtnohi  fcculas  wbich  had  f0  bad  a beginning  , will  hardly  contract 
chryfofr.  ^Hom'  any  rca^  goodneffe  by  any  effluxe  of  time.  Third- 
3 I .in  fow.Tom,  ly*  though  they  were  ancient  and  of  long  continuance 
ucol.  1 30.  d.  among  heathen  Greekes  and  Romans,  yet  they  are  but 
"chords*  °^Puri*c  landing  among  Chriftians,  (u)the  primitive 
chronicon  1 Church  and  Chriftia ns  wholly  abandoning  and  never  ad- 
chap.34.  1, *a  mating  thenu , as  I have  largely  proved.  Fourthly, 
his  Refutation  though  they  have  long  continued,  yet  their  perferipti- 
ofthc  Apology  on  hath  beene  oft  interrupted , and  themfelves  fupprejfed 
for  Adors,  p.  as  well  by  Pagans  as  Chriftians  : yea  (x ) the  very  beft 
PctCT  Martyr  an^  c^lefeft  of  Fagans , of  (fhrifhans  have  alwayes  con - 
LocorumCom.  flatly  oppugned  therrufrorru  their  very  infancy  till  this 
muni  urn  Claf.  prefent.as  moff  pernicious  evills  , as  I have  largely  pro- 
fis  ?,  c.  1 i.fedt  Ved0  Their  ant iquitie  therefore  is  onely  an  argument 
Ethi'c^0Chri-S  long-continued,  long-oppugned  lewdneffe,  no 

Rianarl.  2.  c.s.  Pro°fe  at  all  of  their  prefent  gfcoanefle. 
p»io7.Mr.Gatakerof  the  Lawfulluleof  Lots,  p.216.  HRabanus  Maurus  Dc  Vni* 
vcrfol.  ao.c.  i6»to  39.Iiiodor  HilpalcnfisOriginurnl.i8,c.i6.  to  60.  Vincentius  Spe- 
culum Doftrinale.J.i r.  c.93, 94, 95, 96.  with  (undry other forequoted  Authors,  accor* 
dmo]y.  m See  Ad.7.  Scene  2,5,4,?,  &A&A  Scene  3,4,$.  * See  A&.6.  Scene  3,4,7. 
& Ad,7. throughout. 


y See  Rom.  9. 

2a.  i Pct.3.9. 
t Per.<.2o.Luk, 

See  Stat.De 
Mertou , c.  7. 

1 1 H.  7 . cap.8, 
37  H.  8.C.9.  ? 
& 6 

13  Eiiz.  cap  8. 
1 1 lac.  cap,7. 

See  Bp.Dow- 
n^ms  Lcfturcs 


Secondly  I anfwer.  That  their  tolleration  is  a ftrong 
evidence  of  their  mifehievous  naughtinefle  : fincegood 
and  profitable  things  are  alwayes  approved, eftablifhed^ 
and  nought  but  (y)  ill  things  t oiler atedoi  connived  at, 
which  are  to  be  removed : But  admit  they  are  thus  tol- 
Jerated,  yet  their  tolleration  makes  them  not  good  or 
lawful  Lin  themfelves.  We  know,  that  (*>)  ufury  is  per . 
mi  t ted  by  the  l awes  and  State 3 yet  ( a ) it  remaines  a ftnne 
ft  ill:  We  know?that  many  wicked  men  and  notorious 
malefactors  are  tollerated  for  a time ; and  that  not  one. 
ly  by  men,  but  (b)  even  by  Cjad  himfelfe > who  is  patient 


on  the  1 ?.  Pfalme.BifTtopIewell  in  his  Ex  portion  upon  1 TheflT^.v.^.p.  1 io,to  146* 
with  infinite  othersAvho have  writtei^of  Vfunc,  b » Pet.3.9.  1 °r* 

&acch,vc\  throughout* 

and 
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and  long-iuffering  towards  tinners ; and  yet  they  are  cRom.2.4,^. 
not  theiefore  good,  but  bad  men  (till  ; and  (c)  Jo  ninth  frcJ.8  9,10,3 1. 
the  worfi,  by  how  much  the  longer  they  are  forborne.  The  ^ ^'e  Ac*‘ 6* 
tolleradon  therefore  of  Stage-play es  will  not  evince  aoT scca '£7 
their  goodnefle:  the  rather,  becaufe  though  they  are  ^SeeM.Nonh* 
connived  at  defafto,  yet  * they  are  long  fince  condemned  brookes  Trca " 
de  jure  by  our  Lawes , our  Statutes , our  C^dagi/lrates,  againft 
and  Writers,  as  mlawfull  paflimes : their  tolleration  ^ n tcrl ude s 
therefore  is  no  better  an  evidence  of  their  lawfolnefle,  fQi  $6.M.lohn 
than  a reprive  or  pardon  of  a condemned  tray  tors  inno-  Field  hisDecia. 
cency  : which  are  onely  arguments  of  a Princes  lenity,  ration  of  Gods 
but  infallible  teftimonies  of  the  traytors  guilt.  That  lodgement  at 
Playes,  that  Players  are  luffered  ftill,i;as  coo  many  other  ^ \Js  r”1 
condemned  fins  & milchiefes  are)r>  is  onely  the  (d)  fault  futation  ofthe 
of  ^JA'lag iflrat es, wh 0 may  ,who  Jhould  fupprejfe  thenu , not  Apologia  for 
of  our  Lawes,  which  are  moft  fevere  againft  them.  Aclors.  Bodi~ 
Thirdly  »for  the  ^multitude  of  T Lay -haunt ers  , and 
Play-approvers  ,1  anf Win  firft,  that  it  is  no  argument  of  Gualther  Horn*, 
their  goodnefle  , but  w their  badnefle  rather  5 fince  n.  in  Nahum 
(r)  multitude,  for  the  moft  part  is  an  infallible  figne  of  accordingly. 
the  worfir,  not  of  the  better  part  $ of  the  ( f)  broad  way  5 . 

which  leades  to  deftruftion,  where  the  pajfengers  are  al-  t Multitudo 
wayes  many ; not  of  the  narrow  way  that  leadcs  to  eter - peccantium , 
nail  life  , which  few  ever  finde , rand  fewer  walke  in.  If  pyecandi  licen- 
multitude  were  an  argument  of  goodnefle,  ( t)  then  Pa- 
gans  and  ^Mahometans  Should  be  as  good,  nay  better  than  Epift.n. 
IShriflianS',  Fapijfs,  better  than  rProtefants\  drunkards  r Vnlgus  mini 
and  wicked  wen,  better  than  fiber  and  good  wen,  becaufe  « veritatc  pau- 
they  are  more  in  number  than  they  : yea  then  the  world  ca> cx  opinionc 
the  fiefh  and  the  Divell  fhould  be  good,  yea  as  good  or  bet-  ™Vmn7um  *0- 
ter  than  God  himfilfe,  becaufe  more  follow  thenu,  firve  pinionum  er* 
thenu , than  there  follow  Goa,  The  multitude  therefore  rorcduci  foiet- 
ofPlay-haunters.of  Play-patrons  is  no  convincing  evi-  Cicerd 
dence  of  their  goodnefle*  Secondly,  we  muft  not  judge 
of the  lawfulncfle  of unlawfu'l  things  by  the  moft,  tut 
f Matth.  7,  v,  1 >,  i 4.^  See  Hicrom  HpifI,  1 4.cap.i, $ . ; See  my  AnT  Arminianifme^ 
Edition  a. pag.  u^Uo,i  3 . 
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by  the  ( v )beSl  of  men : now  the  beft,the  wifeft  of  men, 

C Z Exo  as  1 (x)  have  iargely  proved*  have  alwayes  condemned 

ajVi/N®ntHr-  Stage-playes,  no  matter  therefore  what  the  multitudes 

bam  fcquantnr  judgement  or  pra&ife  is,  (y)  whorru  we  mutt  not  follow 

err  an  tem  qui  to  doe  evill . Thirdly,  Chriftians  are  not  to  wlttkeor 

fc  difcipulos  jtidge  by  examples,  but  by  precepts  5 the  (z)  word  of 

ventatis  confi-  > ? J , £■  r 3 r c r ’ art  , 

tentur.  Huron*.  (j°d>  not  the  actions  or  lives  or  men  , mujt  be  the  onely 

£p//?.i4.c.i.  rule  both  of  their  praBife  and  their  judgements  too  .Now 

x See  Ad.  6.  the  Scripture,  (yea  the  (a)  whole  (fhurch  of  Cjod  frortL* 
$CiAn^>4)  f • age  to  age ) have  patted  i’entence  againft  Stage-playes,  as 
fto  7 *7,Sccne  unlawful!  paftimes  : no  matter  therefore  what  the 
y Exod.  1 ?.a.  world  efteemes  them.  Fourthly, for  thofe  who  approve 
Inter  caufas  e=  of  Stage-playes  or  refort  unto  them  , what  are  they  ? 
nim  malorum  Children , youngsters,  ignorant  injudicious  perfons  who 
noftrorum  eft,  inow  not  fogy?  t9  diftincruifh  betweene  good  and  evill, ]udce- 
ad  exemp!a,nec  ingonelJ  of  the  goodnejfe  of  things  by fence  , by  pleafure, 
ratione  com*  ( &)  by  the  opinion  and  praBife  of  others  , or  as  they  are 
ponimur,  fed  fvvayed  by  their  unruly  lufts,  ncAby  right  reafon  or  the 
confuetudine  Word  of  God  : or  elfe  they  are*aceleffe,diflbluceapro- 
Ouod  fiUpau.  phane,lafcivious,godleffc  perfons,  (a %(c)  mofi  ? layers, 
cifcccTi'nt  , ‘P  lay -haunters,  and  Play -pro  Stars  are ) who  (d)  call  good 

no  1 1 emus  imi-  evill,  and  evill good : who  (e)  count  finne  their  honour, 
wr4  cum  plu.  fobriety,modcfty,  and  true  piety, their  fhame:  (f)  jud- 
re?  f acerc  cx=  ging  amife  of  God,  of  grace,  ofholinefje,  of  all  hinde  of 

Fioneftiusfit 1 g°°dneffe  and  good  men:  no  matter  therefore,  what 
quia  frequen-  thefe  judge  of Srage-playes  , who  thus  misjudge  of  ad 
xius  fequimiir:  things.  Let  us  therefore  judge  of  Stage-playes  (g)  with 
n re&i  apud  righteous  judgement , as  God,  as  Chriftians,  as  the  pri- 
nct^^ror^ibV  m‘:*ve  Church,  as  Councels,  Fathers , and  the  beft,  the 
pub  Ileus  fa  6tu-s  wifeft  of  Chrift;an,of  Pagan  Emperours,  Maglftrates, 
eft. Sen-. cd Eptft,  Repubhckes,  Philofophers , and  Writers  of  all  forts 
1.13. 

2 Pfal.i  *9.9.  Gal.  6 16.  z Pet.T.19.  * See  A £.7.  Scene  t,  2,  b See  A (ft  4, 

Scene  2.  accordingly.  b See(y)  before,  c See  Ad. 4. Scene  1, a.  d Hay  5.2 0.  e Ifay 
3.0.  Phil.  7.19  See  my  Healths  Sicknefte,  Edition  a.  Eptftletoihe  Reader  $ and 
rag-7 9, 80,81,82. accordingly.  / See  Rom.i.si.to  $a.  Ads  24  13.028.22.  1 Cor. 
i .;4.cap.4,i3. 2T:hcff».n^i2.  1X1111.3.*,$, 4,7.  iPer.i.i 2,1  3, 17,18.  Rom.j.io. 

1 p,  Hay.fa.o.  g Iohn  7.24, 
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have(T>]]  already  determined  of  them  to  our  hands;and  b See  Aa.  6. 
then  wc  muft  certainly  condemne  them,  as  mod  intol-  ^ne 
lerable  and  unchriftian  plealures  3 as  all  thefe  have  oUt>’7,t  rou®  ‘ 
done. 

r,j  V>  r&lr>  iTV>  r>  ?<r>  rdh  <dr*^  dj*'  <T^r>  » 

cXs  \ cv02(iXb*£vVo 


*/y\^d&/y\36/3 

Actys  8.  Scena  Qvinta. 

THe  fifth  Allegation  in  the  behalfe  of  Stage-play es  ObjeB.  f. 

is  this  .*  That  there  is  much  good  hiftory  , many 
grave  fentences , much  good  councell  3 much  poetry, 
eloquence,oratory, invention,  wit,and  learning  in  them. 

Therefore  they  muft  ceminly  be  very  good  and  com- 
mendable recreations.  w . ssfnfw.l. 

To  this  I anfwer  firft : that  it  is  true,  there  is  in  ma-  g See  Cyprian 
ny  Stage-pla yes  many  commendable  parts  of  hiftory,  Epift.U.  Epift. 
poetry,  invention,  rhetoricke,  art,wit,learning  ; toge-  ^D°na*°*  ff 
ther  with  much  good  language,  and  fome  fage  Counfell  ij^xertulhan! 
too,  all  which  are  good  and  ufefull  in  themfelves  ; (g)  De*  Spe&ac.Iib. 
but yet  there  is fo  much  oh feenity , fcurriltty  and  lewdneffe  c.  27.  Sc  here 
mixed  with  them like  deadly  poyfon  in  a furred  potion , Aft.^.Scene  i. 
that  thefe  (h)  very  rood  things  make  theTlayes  farre  accordingly- 
vfiorfe.  The  ftrongar  the  wine,  the  better,  the  tweeter  ae  Tapia  in  ter. 
the  conferves  wherewith  poyfon  is  conte  mpera  ted,  the  tiam  partem 
more  deadly ,the  more  dangeroufly  it  workes;  the  dee-  diviThom*  , 
per  it  finkes  into  the  veines , and  the  more  greedily  and  Artic.s.p.*  4$, 
(i ) infenfibly  it  is  (wallowed  downe . So  the  more  (k )rvit-  ^es 

ty,  the  more  eloquent  and  rhetoricall  the  T^layes,  the  more  unt0  periaii0. 
imperceptibly ,1 the  more  pernicioujly  & abundantly  diffufe  fills  l^dunt 
they  their  vices , their  obfcenities,&  poyfonful  corruptions  quanto  fubti- 
into  the  eares  and  hearts  of  the  Spectators,  1 1 is  a true  *,us  fcrP^?t# 

[ Co>ic'tlC4t>ilonerh 

fei.C4n.iz,  A,See Tapia  qua  ( b ) *c  Mr.Goffan  his.SchooIe  of  Abufes,and  Playcsconr. 
fucedj  I.Q.  his  Refutation  of  the  Apologie  for  A^ors,  accordingly. 

Hhhhh  3 faying 
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/ Valde  noxia  faying  of  judicious  zsfuguftine,  (/)  That  cvtll  things  ete- 
funt  prava  d i-  gantfi  exprejfed  are  moft  pernicious : whence  ( m ) La - 
ct  ‘ori'me,  ^ant*HS  aftirmes  it  hat  the  heathen  Thilofophers , Orators 
lifr.%.  * and  Poets  were  moft  hurtfull  in  this , that  they  did  eaftly 
m Nam  ct  in  in  tangle  unwary  mindes  with  the  fweetnes  of  their  words , 
hoc  et  Phi !ofo  and  the  harmony  of  their  fmooth-runningverfes  , which 
were  as  ^°r*ey  covering  poyfon.  The  more  elegant 
ciofi  iunt,quod  an<^  witty  therefore  the  Playes,  the  more  dangerous 
incautos  ani-  and  deftrucftive  are  they,  as  the  Fathers  teach  us  5 there 
mos  facile  irre-  being  nothing  elfe  but  ( n ) poyfon  under  the  honey  of  art 

(Uavitatc^cr-"  e^Hence'  Secondly,  the  reafon  why  there  is  fo 
nioniset  clr-  muc^  hiftory,  poetry,  fweetneffe,  wit  and  curious  lan- 
minum  dulci  guage  in  our  Stage-playes  , is  (0)  onely  to  conceale  their 

moduiatione  venome , their  contagion , that  fo  the  auditors,the  fpecfta- 

2rifnrUm’  tors  may  fallow  it  downe  with  greater  greedineflfe, 
e a unt  ve«  and  /effefijbition.  (p)  'Nulla  aconirn  bib untur  fitti/ib uu: 

tia.  DsikfUtia  the  Divcll  and  his  accuried  lmtrumenrs  know  rull  well, 
i.f.c.i.  that  poy fined  potions  muft  bedpfufed  (<y)  not  into  earthen, 

n Vencnumfub  but  into  golden  (fuppes  • that  venemous  pills  mud  not 
temPerec^  with  gall  or  colloquint , but  with  honey, 
Vaniafo  ^Tom. 2 fweet-meates,  or  the  moft  lufcious  confer  vcs, elfe  none 
p i91.  ' will  fwailow  or  quaffe  them  downe : wherefore  they 

* See Tcrtull.  temper,  they  guild  over  their  venemous  obfcenities 
De  Speftaculis  and  Stage-corruptions  ( which  (r)  if  they  came  naked 
on  the  Stage  without  thefe  trappings , would  be  fo  bitter, 
tertiam  parfem  f°fou^e  *nd  dejperately  obfcene  that  few  Qhriftians  could 
Thomar,Artic.  digtft  thenu ) with  thefe  fpecious  outfides , thefe  Iufci- 
*.p.?46.  accor*  ous  confer  ves  of  wit, of  eloquence,  invention,  learning, 
dmglyjVenena  hiftory,  and  the  like,  that  fo  they  may  the  better  coun- 
loanee,  fhrowd  and  vent  them  to  the  hurt  of  others, 
circumlita.  What  Gregory  the  Great  writes  of  Heretiquei:  (s)Ha- 
Hiero>7.  Eptfl.  7.  bent  hoc  haretici  proprium^,  ut  malis  bona  permifceant, 
Let  am,  c.4.  cjuatenus  facile  finfus  audientis  illudant.  Si  enirru  fim- 
tyrUi o”3  9 2^"  ^er  Trava  difierent  citius  in  fua  pravitate  cogniti,  quod 

q Nulla  acconita  bibuntur  Fictilibus ; tunc  ilia  time  cum  pocula  fomisGemmata, 
ct  litoGetinum  ardebit  inauro.  luvenal.  ibidem,  r See  Didacusde  Tapia  accor- 
dingly.  / Gregor.  Mag.MoralJ.  j.c  i j. 
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vellent,  minim'e  perfuaderent.  It  a permifcent  rettap  er- 

verfis,  tit  oftendendo  bona,  audit  ores  ad  fe  t rah  ant',  et  ex - 

hibendo  mala,  latent i eos  pefte  corrumpant.  Or  what 

[>3  Fauftus  Rhegienfis  writes  of  the  Diveil  and  malici-  * De  Libcro  Ar. 

oljs  poyloners.  Oiabolus  calliditate  veteris  artificij  ac  bitriol.i.  c.<j. 

multiformis ingenij , condit  blandimenta peccandi.  Sice - Bibl.Patr.Tom. 

tiam  malefici  facer  e folent  qui  mortiferos  herbarum  tem - *'P?rs  3*P**° 

per  ant  fuccos  in  condito  aut  aliquo  dulci  poculo  nefcienti - > ' 

bus  propinaturi,  guftuirumentita  fuavitate  componunt , 

virus  amaritudinis  obfcurant  fraude  dulcedmis^Provocat 

primes  odor  poculi,  fed  pr  a foe  at  inclufus  fapor  veneni . 

(JMel eft  quod  afeendit  in  labia,  fel eft  quod  defeendit  in 
vifeera.  Or  what  [V]  Vincent ius  Lerinenfis  writes  of  #Adverf.  Hx- 
Heretiques  ; Faciunt  quod  hi  folent  qui  parvulis  auft  era  rc&s  cap. 
quadanu  temperaturi  pocula,  prius  ora  melle  circumli- 
nunfyUt  incauta  at  as  curru  dulcedinenu  pr<efenferit,ama- 
ritudinerru  non  reformidet : ^uod  etiamu  ijs  cur  a eft , 
qui  mala  gramma,  et  no  As  fuccos,  medicaminuntj  vo~  x De  Spedac* 
cabulis  pracolerant  ,ut  nemo  fere  ubi  fupra-fcnpturru  le-  bpift.1.2* 
gerit  remediurru,  fujpicetur  venenum->%  The  fame  may  Spedac 
I truly  write  of  Play-poets  and  A&ors.  They  cover  *£27. 
and  fweeten  over  their  poyfon,  their  corruption  with  ^ DeGubern. 
eloquence,  art  and  witty  inventions,  that  fo  they  may  Dei  1.5. 
have  the  freer  vent*  and  temper  their  evill  with  fome 
fliewes  of  good,  tnat  fo  it  may  more  ealily  circumvent 
the  Auditors,  and  find  freer  entrance  into  their  foules.  Sec  ActAScca 
This^x^  Cyprian,  this  [_J  ] Tertullian,  [V]  Salvian,  3,4,  y,iz. 
with  Other  \_a~\  Fathers, together  with  [[£]  Didacus  de  I In  3*  partem 
Tapia , and  fundry  [V]  moderne  %Authors  tellifie : heare  Artic‘ 

but  Tertullian  for  them  all , who  writes  thus  of  the  ga. 

pleafure,  the  eloquence  and  good  ingredients  that  are  bingto, North- 
oft  in  Piayes . £/T]  ISfemo  venenum  temper  at  felle  et  hede - brook, Goffon,. 
bora,  fed  conditis  pulmentis  et  bene  fapor  atis,  et  plurimum  Stubs,  Dr.Rei* 
dulcibus  id  mail  injicit*  It  a diabolus  letale  quo  conficit,  |j^crsS  j^their^ 
rebus  Dei  gratijjimis  ac  acceptijfimis  imbuit . Omnia  foreqUoted 
itaque  fV/ic  (fpeaking  of  the  Theatre)  feufortia,feuho-  WOrkes. 
nefta,fen  fonora,feucanora,  feu  fubtilia  proinde  habe  ac  d De  Spe&ac. 

fi  jib.  cap,  i7/. 
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f fillicidiamellis  de  libalunculo  vcnenato*,  nec  tanti qh- 
lam->  facias  voluptatis,  quanti  pertculurru.  All  the  elo- 
quence and  fweetnefl'e  therefore  that  is  in  Stage-playes, 
is  but  like  the  drops  of  honey  out  of  a poyfoned Umbcckg , 
which  pleafe  the  pallate  onely , but  deftroy  the  man 
that  taftes  them.So  that  I may  well  compare  our  Stage- 
playesto  Apothecaries  Gallie-pots : [Y]  Quorurruti- 
tulihabent  remedia,  pyxides  venena : which  have  glo- 
rious Toothing  tides  without,  but  poyfbns  onely  with- 
in. Thirdly,  though  all  thefe  good  things  are  in  Stage- 
playes  now  and  then  , yet  they  are  there  onely  as  good 
things  perverted,  which  prove  worft  of  any.  No- 

thing is  there  fo  pernicious  £ g ] as  good  parts, or  a good 
wtt  abufed : as  wit,  art,  eloquence  and  learning  call  a- 
way  upon  an  amorous,  prophane,  obfeene  lafeivious 
fubjeci ; on  which  whiles  many  out  of  a vaine-glori- 
ous  humour  have  fpent  the  very  creame  and  flower  of 
their  admired  parts,  I may  truly  affirme  with  Salvian , 
\Jf\  N on  tarru  illnftraffe  mihi  ipfa  ingenia}qudm->  dam - 
najfe  videantur : they  fee  me  to  me  not  fo  much  to  have 
illustrated  as  damned  their  much  applauded  wits  and 
parts  , in  being  acutely  elegant  in  fuch  unworthy  for* 
did  theames,  which  mode  ft  eves  would  blufh  to  reade, 
and  chaft  tender  confciences  bleede  to  thinke  of#  As 
therefore  Ovids  tranfeendent  poetry,  c Martials  pro- 
phane and  fcurrilous  pandei  ly  wit,  Catullus , Tibullus , 
and  Propertius  their  eloquence,  made  their  obfeene  las- 
civious poems  farre  more  pernicious,  not  more  chafl 
and  commendable  5 fo  the  elegancy  ,invention,ftiIe  and 
phrafe  of  Stage-  playes,  is  onely  an  argument  of  their 
greater  lewdneffe,  not  any  probate  of  their  reall  good- 
nefle.  What  therefore (T]  Vincentius  Lerinenfis  writes 
of  Origen  and  Tertullian , that  their  tranfeendent  abili- 
ties of  eloquence,  learning  and  acutenejfe,  made  their  er - 
ronious  Tenents  farre  more  dangerous  : the  fame  wee 
may  conclude  of  Playes  and  Poets ; the  more  witty 
and  fublime  their  ftile  or  matter , the  more  pernicious 
their  fruices  : for  then*  Viferium * 
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(\a)  Viperiunu  obdu&o  potnmus  melle  *jencnurrL> . 

We  drinke  downe  deadly  poy  foil  in  a honey  potion  $ 
which  proves  honey  onely  in  the  pallate,but  gall  in  the 
bo  wellSjdeath  in  the  heart;as  the  moft  delight  full  amo- 
rous Stage-playes  alwayesdoe. 


Actvs  8.  Scena  Sexta. 

TH  b 6 Ob/edion  in  the  defence  of  Stage-playes  is 

this;  which  is  as  (0  common  as  it  is prephane. That 
Stage-playes  are  as  good  as  Sermons ; and  that  many 
learne  as  much  good  at  a Play  as  at  a Sermon  : therefore 
they  cannot  be  ill. 

To  this  I (hall  anfwer  Hrft  in  the  words  of  Mr.Thi- 
tip  Stubs , and  of  /.  G,  in  his  Refutation  of  the  ssfpologie 
for  zslttors,  p.6 1 • Oh  blafphemy  tnt  oiler  able  ! *Are  ob - 
fcene  PI  ayes  and  filthy  interludes  comparable  to  the  word 
of  God  thefoodc  of  life , and  life  it  felfe  ? It  is  all  one  as 
if  they  had  faid*y  Baudry , Heathenry , T aganifme  ,Scurri- 
litie  and  Divelry  it  felfe  is  equall  with  Gods  word:  or  that 
Saihan  is  equipollent  with  the  Lord,  Cjod  hath  ordained 
his  word, and  made  it  the  ordinary  meanes  of  our  filvati - 
on : the  Divell  hath  inferred  the  other  as  the  ordinary 
meanes  of  our  deftruEHon.  God  hath  fet  his  holy  word  and 
(Jl Unifiers  to  infiruEl  us  in  the  way  of  life  ; the  Dwell 
injlituted  L’layes  and  tsIElors  to  feduce  us  into  the  way 
of  death*  zSfnd  will  they  yet  compare  the  one  with  the 
Other  ? If  he  be  accurfed,  m ) that  calleth  light  darkj 
neffe  and  dar^neffe  light ; truth  falfhood , and  faljhood 
truth  ; then  a fortiori,  is  hee  ac  cur  fed  that  faith,  P lay  es 
and  interludes  are  equivalent  with  Sermons , or  compa- 

liiii  reth 
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reth  Comedies  & Tragedies  with  the  word  ofCjod\  where- 
as there  is  no  mifchtefe  ,almofi , which  they  maintains  not , 
Thus  they.  But  if  Scage-piayes  be  as  good  as  Sermons 
(as  many  prophane  ones,  who  hearc  and  readc  more 
Piayes  than  Sermons,  deeme  them*)  then  Players  cer- 
tainly by  the  felfcfame  argumem,are  as  good  as  Preach- 
ers : and  if  this  be  lo,\vhat  difference  betweene  Chnft 
and  Belial , Play-houfes  and  Churches,  Minifters  and 
Aiftors  ? yea  why  then  doe  we  notereft  new  Theaters 
in  every  Parifh,or  turne  our  Churches  into  Play-houfes , 
our  Preachers  into  zAttors  , fince  they  are  thus  paral- 
lels in  their  goodneffe  ?But  what  prodigious  and  more 
than  ftygean  profaneffe  is  there  in  this  comparifon  ? 
Who  ever  paraileld  hell  with  heaven, vice  with  vertue, 
darkneffe  with  light,  Divels  with  Angels,  dirt  with 
gold  ? yet  there  is  as  great  a difparity  in  goodneffe  be- 
tweene Piayes  and  Sermons, as  there  is  in  thefe-,  the  one 
being  evermore  refuted  the  (n)  chief efi  happinejfc  , the 
other  the  ( o ) great  efi  mifehiefe  in  any  (fhriflian  State. 
But  this  part  of  the  obje&ion  is  too  groffe  to  confute, 
fince  the  very  naming  of  it  is  a fuificient  refutation.  I 
come  therefore  to  the  fecond  claule  : That  many  learn e 
as  much  good  at  Piayes , as  at  Sermons . And  I beleeve 
it  too;  for  had  they  ever  learn* d any  good  at  Sermons, 
(which  would  be  altogether  needles,  iffo  much  good- 
neffe  as  is  ob/e&ed  might  be  learn’d  from  Piayes)  they 
would  certainly  have  learned  this  among  the  reft,  never 
to  refort  to  Stnge-playes . The  truth  then  is  this ; mofl 
Play-haunters  learne  no  good  at  all  at  Sermons  5 not 
bccaufe  Sermons  have  no  goodnefTe  for  to  teach  them, 
but  becaufe  they  are  unapt  to  learne  it : partly,  (p)  be- 
Scene  U.&  2,0  eaxfethey  feldome  fieejuent  Sermons,  at  teafiwife  not  fo 
*oug  cut.  eft  as  Piayes : partly,  bee aufe  their  e ares  are  fo  dutl  of 
hearing,  and  their  mindes  fo  taken  up  with  Play-houfe 
contemplations  whiles  they  are  at  Church,  that  they  mind 
not  ferioufly  what  they  heare : partly  becaufe  the  evill 
whtgh  they  learne  at  Piayes  , overcomes  the  good  they 
— learne 


Luke  2.10,11 
*See  Aft.  6. 
Scene  j. 
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Iearne  at  Sermons,  and  will  not  fufferit  to  take  root  with * 
in  thems : and  partly  , becauf'e  Piayes  and  Sermons  arc 
Jo  incompatible , that  it  is  almofl  impojfblefor  any  man  to 
receive  any  good  at  all  fronts  Sermons  , whiles  hee  u a re - 
forter  unto  Stzigeplayes:  Well  therefore  may  they  iearne 
as  much  goodnefl'e  from  Piayes  as  Sermons  > becaufe 
they  never  learned  ought  from  either,  but  much  hurt 
from  both,  (q)  the  very  word  of  God  being  a fumbling  ^ Luke 
blocke , a meanes  of  greater  condemnation,  yea  a J'avour  of  Kom.9.3  2,  $ 
death  unto  death  to  finch  unprofitable  hearers  who  reape  2 Cor.i.if,i<5v 
no  grace  nor  goodnefe  fronts  it.  But  to  palfe  by  this,  if  Heb.6.  7,?. 
there  be  fo  much  goodnefl’e  learn’d  from  Piayes,  [ pray 
informe  me  who  doe  Iearne  it.  if  any,  then  either  the 
Actors  or  Spetators : For  the  Actors,  their  goodnefl'e 
verily  is  fo  ( r ) little , that  it  i s altogether  to  be  learnt  as  r Scc  A<a# 
yet;  and  if  ever  they  chance  to  attaine  the  fmalleft  dram  Ct0C 
of  grace  (as  they  are  never  like  to  doe  whiles  they  con- 
tinue Players)  it  mult  be  then  from  Sermons  onely,not 
from  Piayes,  which  make  them  every  day  worfe  and 
worfe,  but  cannot  poITibly  make  them  better.  For  the  unquam  cos 
Spectators,  they  can  Iearne  no  good  at  all  from  Piayes,  qUi  deiinquant 
bgcaufe  (as  (f)  Ifiodor  PelufiomlongCmce  refolved  it)  conigere  ina- 
Players  and  Stzigeplayes  can  teach  the  »0»?.Never  heard  n’mum  bail- 
or read  I yet  of  any  whom  Stage-p'ayes  meliorated  or 
taught  any  good.*  all  they  can  teach  them, all  they  Iearne  MimL/cnim  * 
from  them  is  but  fome  fcurrill  jets,  fome  witty  oblce-  corum  ars  na- 
nities , (ome  ribaldry  ditties,  fome  amorous  wanton  tura  tantum- 
complements,  fome  fantallique  fafhions,iome  brothel-  ^ c^tT 
houfe  Court fhippe  to  wooe  a trumpet,  or  to  court  a pa”ata™ft  £^0 
whore : thefe  are  the  beft  leffons  thefe  fchooles  of  vice 
and  lewdnefle  teach,  or  thefe  their  fcho  lers  Iearne ; I \uir.  Tom.  j. 
fhall  therefore  clofe  up  this  objection  with  that  of  (t ) 1p.613.ji 

Air  Stubs  and  (y ) /.  G.  in  their  forequoted  places.  If 
you  will  Iearne  to  doe  any  ev  id, ski  l fully  ,< cunningly , covert - lQ^~  e5>P*£°4> 
ly  or  artificially , you  neede go e no  other  where  than  to  the  ^Refutation 
’ Theatre . If  you  will  Iearne  falfhood,  cofenaq^c,  tndirefc*  of  the  Apology 
dealing  i if  you  will  Iearne  to  deceive  , to  play  thejjffo-  f°r  A&ors,p. 

lit  it  2 ' crite,  6°>6l>6l‘ 
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crite,fycephant,  parafite  and  flatterer : if  y oh  will  learne 
to  cogge , lie  and  falffie 5 tojeft , laugh , fleere-y  to  grin y 
nodde,  and  mow  ; to  play  the  vice,  to  curfe,fweare,  tearef 
and  blajpheme  both  heaven  and  earth  in  all  kindcs  and  di - 
verflties  ofoathes : if  you  will  learne  to  play  the  bawd  or 
curtefan 5 to  pollute  your felfe,  to  devirginate  maides,  to 
deflowre  wives,  or  to  ravifh  widdowes  by  enticing  them  to 
luffi : if  you  will  learne  to  drabbe  and  jlabbe,to  murther , 
kill  and  flay 5 to  picks > fteale , rob  and  rove : if  you  will 
learne  to  rebell  againft  Princes,  clofely  to  carry  treafons, 
to  confume  treafures,to  praElife  tdlenejfe,  to  Jing  and  talks 
of  filthy  love  and  venery^to  deride, ejuippe,  fcorne,  fcoffe , 
mocks  and  float  e^  to  flatter  and  fmooth:  to  play  the  Divel, 
the  fwaggerer , the  whoremafler,  the  glutton , the  drun- 
kard, the  injurious  or  tnceftuous  per  [on  • if  you  will  learne 
to  become  proud,  haughty  and  arrogant : Finally , if  you 
will  learne  to  contemne  God  and  all  his  lawes.to  care  nei- 
ther for  heaven  nor  hell,  and  to  commit  all  k$nde  of  fmne 
and  mifchiefe  with  fecrecie  and  art , you  neede  not  goe  to 
any  other  fchooles : for  all  thefe  good  examples  may  you 
fee  painted  before  your  eyes  in  interludes  aud  Playes . 
Thefe,  and  thefe  onelie  are  the  great  good  inftru&ions 
that  either  A&ours  or  Spe&atours  learne  from  Stage- 
plaies;which  make  them  fit  fchofers  only  for  the  Di- 
*SecA vel*andtraine  them  up  for  hell ,{x)where  all Play-hou/c 
Sccn.iz.&  zo.  (unleffe  Godgrantsmercie  andfincerc  repen- 

tance)^ver  ends. 


Actvs  8.  Scena  Septima. 


Ob  jell.  7.  nrt  o pafTe  by  other  Obje^ions  in  fhe  defence  of 

A Stage  playesj  as  namelie,that  they  reprehend  finne 
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and  vice:  that  they  inveieh  againft  the  corruptions  and  Sci:,Dr*Ral 
COrrUpt  ones  or  the  times ; that  they  remunerate  and  throwofSrage- 
applaud  vcrtue, and fharply  cenfure  vice:  that  their  a-  pia>cs. 
bules,  their  excefles  maybe  regulated.,  and themfelvcs  y ThisObie- 
reducedtoa  good  decorum:  therefore  they  are  law-  Fionas  I have 
fall : which  Objections  I have  anfwered  by  the  way  ^Ju7gCdm 
before  : viz,,  at  pag.34.t042*  p.96.to  106*  & p.  124.  a fcurri- 
to  127.  The  grand  Objection  of  our  prefent  diffolute  i0us  and  pro* 
times  for  the  juftification  of  thefe  Playes  is  this  ; (y)  phane  manner 
That  none  but  a cornpanie  of  Puritans  and  Precifians 
fpeake  againft  them ; all  elfe  applaud  and  eke  frequent  jna^ Ncw-c- 
them;therefore  cetainfy  they  are  very  good  recreations,  reftcd  Play- 
fince  none  but  Puritans  difaffeft  them.  houfc : a fit 

confecratioti 

To  this  I anfwer,  that  the  obje&ion  is  as  falfe  as  fn-  Sermon  for 
volous .-  For  firft,  I have  already  fully  manifefted,  that  that  Divels 
(C)many  Heathen  States  and  Smperors  , and  among  the  Chappell. 
reflf  Tiberias,  7^ero,and  Iulian  the  nsJpoflate , (who  ^nfw* *• 
Were  as  farre  from  Puritknifme,  as  the  deboifeft  Anti-  scen^&A& 
puritans,  the  moft  diffoluce  Players  or  Play-patrons  7.scen.657, 
this  day  living)  have  condemned,  Juppreffed  Playes  and  a See  Act.  6. 
Players ; Bdides,  I have  largely  proved  , that  ( a)  not  Seen.  5. 
onely  Plato , ssfriflotle,  Cicero, Seneca,  and  other  heathen 
Philo  fophers  $ but  even  Horace , Juvenal , nay  Ovid  and 
Properties,  (the  moft  lafcivious  heathen  Poets  , who 
were  as  farre  from  Puritans  , as  they  were  #froin 
Chriftians)  have  declaimed  againft  Stage-p  aies.  A id 
is  not  this  then  a notorious  falihood  ? that  none  but 
PuritanscondemneStage-plaies.  Were  Tiberias, 
ro,  Julian,  *Ari flotle,  Tibullus,  Ovid,  (thinkc  you)?u- 
ritans  ? Were  all  thofe  (b)  fore-qwted  Pagans,  who  b See  Act.  6. 
cenfured  and  fapprefled  Stage- plaies,  Puritans?  If  thefe  Scen‘  *• 
be  now  turnM  Puritans  in  the  Oojeftors  phrafe,  I pray 
what  manner  of  Chrift  ians  { I dare  not'  fay  incarnate  Di- 
vels) are  thofe  perfons , who  thus  taxe  thefe  dilfolute 
Pagans  for  puritanicalll  Precifians?  certainiie if  they 
are  fomewhac  better  than  infernall  Fiends,  yet  they  are 
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* Quantum  ad  by  ) many  degrees  rvorfe  than  the  very  reorfl  of  all  theft 
Fagans-,  who  by  their  owne  confellions^r/f  d )Saints , 
arc  Puritans  in  reffett  ofthems*  O then  the  ftupendi- 
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ous  wickednefl'e  I the  unparalleid  prophanefle  of  our 
gracclefle  times  I when  Chriftians  are  not  afraid,  aiha- 
autem  ad  rtU  to  profefle  themfeives  more  defperately  vitious, 
tam,  ac  adus*  lascivious,  and  deboift,  than  the  very  worft  of  Pagans, 
doleo  et  plan!  whom  they  thus  honour  with  the  ftile  of  Puritans,  be* 
go  eflepciore*.  caufe  they  are  more  vertuous,  lefle  vitious  than  them- 
Hoc  eft  autem  felVes  ! Certainly  if  atheifticall  prophaneife,  and  infer- 
na  1 lewdnefle  increafe  but  a little  more  among  us,  as  it 
is  very  like  if  Stage-playes  ftill  continue  , I am  afraid 
thefe  O;  /eftors  will  grow  to  that  excefle  of wickednes 
ere  long,  that  theDivell  himfelfe,(nay,*  Beelzebub  the 
very  Prince  of  Divels ) fhall  be  canonized  by  them  for 
a Puritan,  becaufe  he  equalls  them  not  in  wickednefle. 
Let  thefe  Play-patrons  therefore , either  waive  this 
tuam- condem.  faile  Objection ,or  elfe  confeflethefe  very  heathen  Puri- 
na  h menuor , t(tyis  ('as  they  deeme  them ) to- be  much  better , much 
non  nmbi  vo-  worthier  of  the  name  of  Chriftians,  than  themfeives. 

10 : condemn*  Secondly,  l have  infallibly  manifefted*,  ( e)That  the 
fi  id  quod  afle-  whole  primitive  f'hurch  both  under  the  Law  and  Goff>elly 
ro,  non  etiam  together  with  all  the  primitive  Chriftians  , Fathers  and 
S-P--  la-  f'ouncels  have  mofi  abundantly  cenfured  and  condemned 

monftravero,  'VU1'S  md  PUyerS  in  *he.  Ver?  hiShefl  de5r"  °f  °PP°- 
&c.  s*lvt4»  ve  fit  ion.  And  were  the  primitive  Church  and  Chriftians, 
GMOem.uei,  ^.  the  Fathers  , or  Bifhops  who  were  prefent  at  thefe 
Councels,  Puritans  ? If  not  .*  then  the  ob/e  Ai  on  is  falfe. 
If  Puritans;  then  Puritans  are  no  fuch  Novellers,  or 
new  upftart  humorifts  as  the  world  reputes  them  : yea 
then  they  are  in  trtfth  no  other,  but  the  true  Saints  of 
Godithe  undoubted  fuccefTors  of  the  primitiveChurch 
and  Chriftians,  vvhofe  do(ftrine,di(cipltne  graces, man- 
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pic  brofitatemy^ope  omnis  Ecclefiaftica  picks  redada  eftj  ut  in  Cuitdo  populo  Cbri* 
ftiano  genus  ^uodamj£oi^frftditatisfit,  minus  elfir  vitiofum.  Salw-anDc  G*for' 
nations  Dei  Itb, p4g.  Sc.  * Mitth.  1 1.14.  e Sec  Ad.  7.  Seen,  i , 4*  & Act.  <5, 

S:en.;,4,4,ix. 
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ners  they  oncly  pradife  and  maintains  And  indeede 
if  the  truth  of  things  bee  well  examined , wee  may  /Nosuaque 
eafily  prove  (f)  the  Fathers , the  primitive  Church  and  murairaSifH5 
Chrifttans , (yea  Chritt  htmfelfe,  his  Prophets  and  Apo - riris,et  cam 
files)  Tinmans,  if  that  which  brands  men  now  for  Pu-  Ecclefia  Chrl- 
riuns  in  prophane  ones  cenfures,may  defcide  this  Con-  ^'.in  llulu.s  6* 
troverfie.  To  inftance  in  fome  few  particulars.  One  uxTi* 

grand  badge  of  a Puritan  is  (as  the  objedion  teftifieth)  bet  mated  teta* 
rocondemneStage-playes,  Players  and  Play-haunters,  ct  contumelias 
and  wholly  to  renounce  thefe  Pompes  of  the  Divell : Perpeu»  quam 
But  this  (g)  the  <*sdpo files,  the  Fathers , the  primitive  ?cI?£un,1  cu?. 
Councels,  Church  and  Chriftians  did,  as  lhaveplenti - pr^dicationc*1 
fully  manife fled  , (h)  this  being  the  mofl  notorious  cha-  ltludavi. 
ratter  of  a fait hf all  fhriftian , to  abflaine  from->  Stage-  Vc  Nuptfs  et 
plages.  By  this  badge  therefore  they  are  arrant  Puri-  <*»*"&&**** 
tans.  To  condemned  ) effeminate  mixt  dancing  J a fci  vi-  1 
oufneffe  , and(k)  diceplay  ; together  with  (7  health - scene 
drinking , drunkenne jfe,  deboiflneffe  , roaring,  whoring , 4.  &Acr.  5# 
(m)  ribaldry , obfcene  or  amorous  fongs  andjefls , andna - Seen.  4,  f, 
ked filthy  lufl  provoking  pittures&xe  now  * chiefs  Symp-  1 
tomes  of  a notorious  Puritan  : but  (n)  Chrift  hisT^ro-  ^Sec  Iierc  P* 
phets  and  Apoflles,  together  with  all  the  primitive  Chur - -t  See  here  Act. 
ches,  Cbriflians,  Fathers,  Councels  have  condemned  all  5.  Scene  8.5c 
and  each  of  thefe  with  an  unanimous  consent : therefore  Act^Scenej. 
they  are  arrant  Puritans.  To  fpeake  or  write  a<*ainft  \See  here  Act, 
(o)mens  wearing  of  per  ewigges,  Love-lockes,  and  long  /sphere' Act 
haire, together  with  the  effeminate friz.lin<rpouldring>and  7.  "scene  & 
accurate  nice  compofing  of  it  : to  declaims  againfl  our  mv  Healths 
whorifly  females  frilling,  broydring , pouldring,  dymo,  Sickneflc. 
plaiting , with  their  late  impudent  mannifb,  that  I fay  not  rn  ^cc^erc  ^ct* 
monflrous  cutting  and  J hearing  of  their  haire ; and  their  Jct^^enep 
?alfe  borrowed  excrements  : to  declaime  againfl  face - * Seigflr.  Bur-* 
tainting,  vaine  wanton  complements , flrange  fajbions  , geffjpis  Re- 

ioynjrer,  An- 

j wer  to  the  Preface,p.6,7.  publifhed  by  his  Maicfties  fpeciajl  command  ^fcordingly. 
»See  here  Act.  5.  Scene  1 . Act.*. Seen.  8,?, 10, 1 ».  5c  Acfafc  5c  Act.7* 

ciccnc  i.to5.  o Sec  my  Valovclinefle  of  Love-lockes,  Arch  bi (hop  Abbots  Lecture, 
k8.eaIonas>fcct.ii.p^70,57  i*and  here  Act.j. Scene  6,7.5c  Act.6.Scenc3,4. 
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p See  here  Aft.  tyres , newfangled  or  overcoHly  apparell, are  eminent  cha- 
i.Scen.i,  6,7.  rafterS  of  a branded  Puritan  : But[p^]Chrift  /efushim- 
& /Wjfr,  his  Prophets  and  Apoftles , with  all  the  primitive 

Scene  5.  and  * Churches , Councels .Fathers,  (fhriftians,  have  earneflly 
Mv  Vnlovcii-  ft)  oken, writ  ten, dec  l aimed  againft  all  & each  oftSe/e  lewd 
ncfTeof  Love*  fwftill prattifes.  Therefore  they  are  Puritans.  To  £73^ 
letkes  accor-  ■ H ay  manner  ofconverfition  even  as  Cjod  and  Chrift 


q 1 Pct.iii  y,  are  : l^o/ivejiihteoufly,fohrlj  and  godly  in  this 


If,  1 Pet.j.  i !.  prefent  evill  world,  [_f]  crucifying  the  flefh  with  the  afi * 
fr  Titus  2.  ir.  fe  Elions  and  lufts  thereof 5 avoiding,  det  eft  ingall  ftnne 
/Gal.?.  24.  and  wickedneffe  whatfoever  in  ones  felfe  and  otners  ; and 
^ *0  PfaTn*  ] (hiding  as  lights  and  pat  t ernes  ofhohnejfe  m the  midft 

it 4 °\  iK  119  °fa  cr9°ked  and  perverfe generation : ro  bt  [jv']  frequent 
$ Phil.t.t  ?,i  6.  in  hearing,  reading, preaching, or  meditating  and  difeour* 
u Dcut.6,6j7>  fing  of  Gods  word : to  repeate  Sermons , (a  duty  warrant 
x A j *42*  re<^  M Scripture , and  much  prefled  by  (jQ  CafariuS 

Mark  4. 54.  Matth.  15.10.  to  ?$.  DeutA  <^7,8,9.  Ma!.j.i^.  EphcCr.r^jlo.  0.4.29. 
CoI.j.i^.Hcbr  8. 1 1 c 10.14, if.  1 Pet.  .U,i jji?.  Phil.j.  1.C.4  1^.  Luke  18. 1 8* 
to  16.  Ifay  2 8.93io3i 3.  y Rogovos  fratres  chariflfimi, femper recolbe,  Temper  neti- 
flete  quodvobis  pro  anima*  veftrx  fallitc  Tuggerimus  : nolite  hoc  tranfitorie  acci* 
pere.  Defeet  enim  fermo  nofter  incorde  veftro  radices  figerc,  ut  in  tempore  retriba* 
tionis  poflfit  arterr.ae  vitae  fruftus  foelicitercxhiberc.  Qui  poteft  totum  rctinere  quod 
dicimus,  Deo  gratias  agatj  ct  aliis  quod  reti  net  Temper  oftendar.Qui  totum  non  po« 
tefl  retinere,  vel  partem  alquam  recordetur.  Et  fi  totum  non  poteftis,  finguli  ternas 
vd  quaternas  fententias  rctinete.  Etdumunus  alreri  infinuat  quod  audivit , totum 
rebisinvicemrefcrendonon  folum  snemoriter  retinere,  fed  etiamin  bonis  operibu* 
Chriftoadiuvantc  poteritis implere.  Dicat unus alteri ; Egoaudivi  Epifcopum  meum 
decaftitatedicentem  : Aliusdieat;  Egoinmente  habeo  ilium de eleemoTynis pr*- 
dicafTej  Altusdicat,RcmanfIt  inmemoriameaquod  dixit  j ut  fic  colamusanimnm 
noftram,  quomodo  colimus  terrara  noftram.  Alius  referat;  Ego  retineodixifle  Epi- 
fcopum meum,  ut  qUi  novitlitterasTcripturam  divinam  ftudeatlcgere*  qni  vero  r.oit 
ftovit,  quaei  at  fibi  ct  roget  qni  ihi  debeat  Dei  prcceepta  rdegere,et  quod  legerit,  Deo 
adiuvantejirhplere*  Diclteriam  alius  \ Ego  audivi  Epifcopum  meuvndicenrem,  quod 
quomodo  rregotia  tores  qUi  non  noverunt  litters,  conducunt  fibi  mercenaries  litre- 
raitos,  utacquirant  pecuniam  ; fie  Ghriftiani  debent  fibi  required,  ct  rogare,  et  (ft 
necefle  eft)  etiam  mercedem  dare,  lit  lilts  debcat  aliquis  Scripturam  d.  vinam  relegerc: 
utqnomodo  negotiator  alio  legentc  acquirit  pecuniam  } fic  il,i  acquirant  vitam  *• 
tern  am.  Haec  fi  agritis,  fi  vos  invicemadmonetis  et  in  hoc  fzeculo  fideFiter  poreftif 
Wvere,  et  poftea  ad  seternse  vit^ebeatitudinem  pervenire.  Nam  fi  ftatimubideEc* 
deda  difcefTei  it  s totum  quod  ab  Hpifcopo  audidi  oblitus  fueris  , fine  fruftu  venidi 
ad  F Cclcfiam,fine  fruftu  inanis  redisad  domii  tuam.  Sed  abfit  hoc  a vobis  fratres,dcc. 
Csjxrm  AreUterfu  EpifcMfmtl.i o.  n-M.Vttr.Cim. ?.  pars  $.p.766,TtG,ti* 
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tsfrelatenfis,  an  ancient  Fattier ; to  pray  confiantly  [jtj 
morning  and  evening  with  ones  family  ; to  abandenfb  J 
all  lewd  places  and  companions  , [V]  all  pleafures  and  de- 
lights of  fmne,  all  f hriftmas  excejjes  and  diforders  , all 
‘Fagan  rites  and  heathenifi  cufiomes ; and  to  ( d)  ma\e 
the  holieft  Svints  hie  heft,  his  foie  familiar  friends,  the 
[V]} vord  & fervice  offjod  his  chiefe  delight:to  [f~]fland 
for  God  and  for  his  tr  nth  in  evill  timas  when  they  are  mo  ft 
oppofed  ; to  live  civilly  and  pioufly  in  thef_g  ] middefl  of 
wicked  men , and  not  to  joyne  with  them-j  in  the  fame 
excejfe  of  finne  and  riot  of diflolutendfe  and  deboiftnefle 
that  they  runne  into : to  p]  reprove  or  crojfe  men  in 
their fwf till fafhyms , cufiomes , diforders,  lufts  or  courfes: 
With  fundry  other  particulars  which  I pretermit  3 are 
now  infallible  arguments  and  fymptomes  of  a ranke 
‘Puritan.  But  this  did  Chrift,  his  Prophets  and  Apo- 
ftles,  together  with  ail  the  primitive  Churches,  Coun- 
ceiSj  Fathers  and  pious  Chriftians,  as  thofe  whom  the 
World  ftiles  Puritans  doe  now  : therefore  without  all 
doubt  they  are  Puritans  (as  Puritans  are  now  reputed ) 
even' in  the  very  higheft  degree.  Yea, were  our  Saviour 
Chrifl,  StSPanl,  St  John,  together  with  all  thofe  holy 
Patriarkes,  Prophets,  Apoftles,  Martyrs,  Fathers,  and 
other  primitive  Saints  which  we  readc  of  in  the  Scrip- 
tures,or  Ecclefiafticall  Writers,now  living  here  among 
us,  I doubt  not  but  they  would  all  be  ^T^pointed  at,  hif - 
fed,  reviled, hated,  fcorned,  if  not  perfecuted,as  the  very 
1 Archeft  Puritans , for  their  tranfcendent  holinefle,  and 
1 rebukes  of  fin  & finners:fince  thofe  poore  Saints  of  god, 
\jn]who  have  not  attained  to  the  moity  of  their  tranfcen- 
dent grace  and  purity , are  now  filed, & pointed  at  for  Pu- 
ritans, even  for  that  little  purity  and  holinetfe  which  is 
difcovered  in  their  lives.  If  therefore  Chrift  himfelfe, 
his  Prophets  and  Apoftles^together  with  allthe  primi- 
tive Churches, Fathers,  Councels,and  Chriftians  were 
1 Puritans,  in  that  very  fence, & on  the  felfefame  grounds 
that  thofe  whom  the  world  ftiles  Puritans  are  fo  named 
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now,  as  I have  folly  manifefted  by  the  premifes ; and 
dare  make  good  in  all  particulars  againft  any  Anti-pu- 
ritans whatfoever;  the  objedors  muft  now  either  dil- 
claime their  Antecedent,  (that  none  but  Puritans  con- 
demne  Stage-play es:)  or  in  cafe  they  grant  all  thefe 
to  be  Puritans,  they  rnuft  now  invert  their  rafh  conclu- 
fion  : that  Stage-play  es  certainely  are  evill , becaufe 
Chrift,his  Prophets  and  Apoftles^the  whole  primitive 
Church,  the  Fathers,  Councels,and  primitive  Chrifti- 
ans,  (all  ranke  Puritans)  have  out  of  their  very  puritie 
and  holineffe  condemned  them  long  agoe,and  none  but 
the  very  fhame,  the  feumme  of  Chriftians,  or  men  un- 
worthy that  worthy  title  did  anciently  approve  them, 
as  I have  largely  evidenced,  Ad.4.  Scene  r,  2,  Ad.  6 * 
Scene  3,4,5.  & Ad.7.  Scene  i.to  7. 

Thirdly,  I have  manifefted,  that  many  (n)  moderne 
Chriftians,  not  onely  "Trot  eft  ants , b\ it  Papifts  too,  have 
utterly  condemned  Stage-playes.  And  I hope  all  Pa- 
pifts (the  originall  inventors  of  this  ftile  of  Puritans  , 
which  they  havec^y?  (0)  on  orthodox  Proteftants  as  ct 
very  CMotto  or  by-word  of  difgrace, ) are  exempted 
from  this  number  of  Puritans  intended  in  the  Ob/e- 
dion.  Either  Papifts  therefore  muft  be  Puritans , for 
condemning  Playes , which  many  of  the  chicfe  Ob/e- 
dors  being  Papifts  (as  are  moftofall  our  Players)  will 
hardly  grant ; or  elfe  the  Objedion  muft  be  falfe« 

Fourthly  >admit  that  none  but  Puritans  condemne  or 
cenfure  Stage-playes ; confider  then,  I pray  you,  with 
an  impartial!  eye,  what  kinde  of perfons  thefe  Play-ab- 
horring conformable  Puritans  and  Preciftans  are : (p) 
isfre  they  not  the  holieft,  the  devouteft , the  eminent  eft 
and  mo  ft  religious  gracious  Saints, who  leade  the  ftri  ft eft, 
pur  eft,  heavenlieft,godlieft  lives  , outftripping  all  others 
both  in  the  outward  praftife,  and  inward  power  of  grace? 
Are  they  not  fuch  whofe  piety  , whofe  univcrfall  holi- 
nejfein  all  companies , times  and  places  ,are  an(q)eye-fore, 
a l if e~  fore,  an  heart -fore  , yea  a Jhame  and  cenfure  unto 

others?: 
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others  ? Are  they  not  fuch  as  ( r)Lafta»tius  writes  of?  ,■  be  lufliti.i 
Sunt  aliqut  mtempefhive  boni  ,qui  corrupts  moribus  pub - l.f.  c*9. 
lie  is  conviciurru  bene  vivendo  faciunt.  £rgo  tanquam. 
feeler  um~>  et  malitta  fua  tefes  extirpare  funditus  nit  mu 
tur  et  tollere  5 gravefque  fibi  put  ant  tanquanu  eorum. J 
vita  c oar guatur.  Idcirco  auferantur,  quibus  coranu  vi- 
verepudet;  qui  pec  cant  ium~>  fronterru  etfi  non  verbis }quia 
tacent,  tamen  ipfo  vita  genere  difsimiliferiunt  et  verbe - 
rant : Caftigare  eninL*  videtnr  quicunque  dijfentit. (The 
cafe  of  the  primitive,  pious  Chriftians  s amongft  the 
diffolute  vitious  Gentiles.)  And  they  not  fuch  who  are 
(f)  peremptory  in  the  confcionable  performance  of  every  24  16 

holy  duty  5 re  folate  in  the  (t)  hatred  of  every  cuflomary  j 8,  z r , 
finne,  (a)  refufing  torunne  into  the  fame  excejfe  of  wic-  t Pfal.  119.5045 
kednejfe , into  the  groffe  corruptions  of  the  (x)  times  , 1 
into  which  mofi  menrufh  ( y ) with  greedinejfe , as  the  *^0^*121*2 
horfe into  the  battell  t Doubtleffe,whar  ever  the  malice  Jier.8.6. 
of  others  may  conceive  of  them , yet  they  are  no  other 
but  Inch  as  thefe,as  the  very  fierceft  Anti-puritans  con-  z ^.nu<;.us 
fciences  whifperto  them  5 (**)  qui  fuffiettis  omnibus  pdixOctavius, 
ut  improbos  metuunt,  etiarru  quos  optimo s f entire  potue - p 39 
runt.  Itany  man  doubt  of  this,  tnefe  few  experimen- 
tal! arguments  may  convince  him.  For  firft^there  is  ne- 
ver a lincere,  devout  or  pious  Chriftian  this  day  living 
ia  England,  who  (a)  excells  in  bolinejfe  of  life , in  wte-  ^ pfal.  i£.$, 
gr  it y of  convey  fat  ion , (b ) avoiding  all  the  corruptions  b 2 
that  are  in  the  world  through  lush  ; and  (c)  living  righ - Gal. f.14. 
teoufy  yfoberly  and  godly  in  this  prefent  evill  world;  refu - CjJltus  *** 
fng  to  (d)  conforme  himfelfe  to  the  fafbions , vanities , 12.2. 

pleafures  finnes  ,and  wickgd  humours  of  the  times , (which  j lohn  2, 14, 
perchance  he  hath  too  much  followed  heretofore  be-  1 Pef-  *•  >4. 
fore  his  true  conversion  ,)  but  is  ( e)  commonly  reputed , e See  Bo*‘ 
and  oft  times  filed , a Puritan , a Precifianyand  the  like , *°n*rue* 
be  his  place  or  condition  what  it  will.  Hee  who  hath  ne(fc;p 
more  grace  and  goodnefle,more  chaftity,modefi:y,tern-  197.  accor- 
perance  or  fobriety,  more  love  and  dread  of  God,  more  Singly. . 
hatred  of  fin  and  wickcdnes;  leffe  tin&ure  of  atheifme  5 ' 
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% Nunc  aute  impiety,  voluptuoufnefle  and  prophaneffe,  than  others 
novum  pocni-  arnong  whom  he  lives , let  him  be  never  lo  juft  in  his 
tentix  gcnusj  dealings  towards  men,  never  ( o * conformable  to  the  do - 
quTfThoftes,  ttrine  and  ceremonies  of  the  (fhurch , is  forth  W ith  bran- 
quorum  fidem  ded  for  a notorious  Puritan  and  Preciftan  all  England  o- 
publicc  negarc  yer  ; and  ( f)  the  more  eminent  his  graces  and  holinejfe 
non  audent.  are  tije  vtew  0f  others,  the  more  is  he  maligned  ,envi- 
^umpanno*  cc^  ^atec^j ail(i  greater  Puritan  is  he  accounted , as 
hinc  indc  con  every  mans  owne  experience  can  informe  him.  Thefe 
fuitis,ut  corum  Puritans  and  Preciftans  therefore  are  the  beftofChri- 
carpitis  vitam,  ft ians.  Secondly,  thofe  who  arc  moft  violently  inve- 
?c^ftercnonC1  and  malicioufly  defpitefull  a^ainft  Puritans  and 

valetisTn^w.  Precilians,  both  in  their  words  and  a ftions , are  fuch 
Epifi.7  who  are  unfoutid  or  popiftily  affefred  in  their  religion, 

macbeo.  or  prophaneand  dilfolute  in  their  lives.  The  moft  Ro- 
/Sicutcantha-  niinized  Proteftants,  the  * deb oif eft  drunkards,  the  ef- 
adukos^uoi-  fominateft  Ruffians, the  moft  fantafticke  apifh  Fafhion- 
bus  et  rofis flo.  mongers;  the  lewdeft  whoremafters,  Panders,  Strum- 
sent  ibus  in-  pets;  the  prophaneft  Roarers,  Players,  Play-haunters, 
cumbuntj  ita  and  Brothel-hunters  $ the  moft  prodigious  Swearers, 
invidia  maxi.  Ep{CLires  ;and  Health-quafFers;  the  moft  gracelefte  viti- 
bonos'e^ad  ous  Perf°lls  of  al|  rankes  and  profciTions ; ( efpeciaPy 
virrutem  et  temporizing , floathfu  11,  unorthodox,  epicurean,  Ale- 
gloriam  pro-  houfe  haunting,  dilTolute  Clergy  men,  the  (g)  g^cateft 
ficifccntcr.Plu-  enemies  of  all  others,  to  true  (Trace  and  piety  , as  all  ages 
olio* til  witneffe;)  are  alwayesthc  greateft  railers,  the  ( h ) fier- 
yMid.  Perfe.  cefl  againft  Puritan?  and  PreciftatTS  as  the  world 

quitur  probos  now  ftiles  them : therefore  they  are  certainly  the  very 
Temper invidia,  beft  and  holieft  Chriftians,  becaufe  the  very  worft  of 

ctcum  deterio-  fwbo  like  (i)  vitioHS  'Nyro  , never  heartily  con- 

nbusnonon-  v ^ y 

tendit.  Vtnclan  Nomen  Ode  8 .>19^.  '%•  Platiecotvfiteborqui  conqueruntar  de  fterili- 
tateChriftianorum  : primi  {untlenones,perdu<ftore%aquirioli,t:um  (iccar  i,  ^enena- 
iii,magi  item  ario!iaa>ttfpicesmathemttici:  his  infru-ftuofos  efle  magnuseft  fru&us. 
ten-4,  ^foldgn  adver/.  Gentej,p,yo^.  g Seeler.26.7  8. 11.  Ezech.2,  2 1, 

Ier.a  j.i  Amos  7. 10.ro  15”.  Mattl%27.i,2>o.  b Quales  ergo  lrg-v  iftae  quas  ad. 
verfus nosfoliexercenr iirpit,  i mufti, tu  pcs, truces, vam^ementes?  Tcrtub  4 olog.xd* 
verfM  Gentes e, y % Nihil  nifi grande  aiiquod  bonuma  Nerone  damuatum.  Setteta 
Dc  l? ha  Be.ua  f.14.  & lenuliiaat  Apologia  c. f. 
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demne  ought  elfe , but  fome  great  good  or  other ) deteffc , k Seneca  de 
revile  them  molt,  (k ) £t  argument urru  rettiefl,  mails  VitaBeatac. 
difflicere, as  not  onely  Seneca, but  the  ( l ) Scripture  tea- 
cheth  us*  Thirdly,  there  is  no  man  ever  ffciled  a Puritan  RomTa  * 3 © 
or  Precifian  by  another  in  fcorne  or  contempt,  as  thel'e  8. 19,10. 
names  are  now  commonly  ufedjbut  it  is  either  for  fome  Prov.z9.j7. 
evill  or  other  that  he  hates , which  he  who  ftiles  him  m °mne 
fb,  affedts;  or  for  fome  grace  or  goodneffe  , or  fome  ( m ) qu°d  commu- 
tranfeendent  degree  of  holme fe  that  is  in  him^  which  the  “clHt  ^nvidiae* 
other  wants.  To  inftance  in  fome  particulars.  Let  a man  aliorum  ob- 
make  confcience  (»)  of  dr unkennefe , of  drinking  and  noxium  eft: 
pledging  healthes,  of  frequenting  (tsfle-houfes/TaverneSy  hmc  iHu^  eo' 
and  Tobacco -(hops  • and  prefently  he  is  cried  out  upon  and  cg^in^irT1 
cenjured  for  a Ttirimn  by  all  the  Tot-companions  , and  f°r"or  eft  con* 
Drunkards  with  whorru  he  Shall  converfe . Let  any  one  tra  fe  fuperio- 
reiufe  to  follow  the  guife  and  diffolute  effeminate  fadii-  res  helium  ex- 
ons of  the  times;  let  him  crie  out  againft  (0 ) Love-locks  £df‘ 

and  ruffianly  long  haire ; again  fl  falfe  haire  and  perewigs  j 4 , 
which  our  men  and  women  now  generally  take  up  , as  if  ^$ee  my 
they  were  quite  afhamedof  that  head  which  God  hath  gi-  Healths  Sick* 
ven  them->,and  proud  of  the  tire-womans  which  they  have  nefte,  Epiftfe 
dearely  bought : Let  a uy  Gentlewoman  of  quality  now  the  R,^cr* 

refufe  to  cut,  to  (p)  poulder , fri^elljnfd  fet  out  her  haire  o s^rnyVn- 

lovclinefte  of  Lovedockes , and  here  A&. ?.8cene  5.  AbfolomsFalljOrtheRuineof 
Roifters.  Wherein  every  C iriftian  may  as  in  a mirror  beholdjthe  vile  and  abominable 
abufe  of  curled  long  haire,  fo  much  now  ufed  in  this  our  Realme  £ J, ^8,9,  to.  p A' 
gainft  which  (ee  Cyprian  de  H ibitu  Virginum.Tertullian  DeCnltu  Muliebri,8c  De 
HabituFasrninarum.Clemens  Alexandrians,  PajJag.l.a.c.io,  1 z I.j.c.i.to?.  Philo 
Iudxus Legis  Al'egorial.2. p ioo  ioi.  DeFortitudine  1 p.iotf,  De  Spccialibus  Le* 
gibus. p.  10*9. 8c  De  Mercede  Meretiicis  &c.  p ii^i,  u5».Zeno  Veronenfis  Sermo 
.de  Pudicitia.Ser.  deContinentia,Ser.  de  fpiriru  et  corpore.  Ser.z.  de  Avaritia.  Bibl. 
Patr.Tom.  j.p.izz,iz4,t  z8,i  j f iipior  Pelufiota  lib.  t.  Epift.  53.  Nazianzen  ad 

verfusiMnliercSuimbitiofius  (efe  ornarue%Au  guft.&pift«7  j.Gratian  de  Confecrarione 
Diftin&io  Alexander  Alefius  Su.nnaa  fheologiae  pars  4.  Quaeft.1  f . Memb.  z,  Art.2* 
fe&.4  Qna?ft.9.  Alexander  Fabritius,Dcitruft  iriutn  Vitiorum  pars  ;,c.  10.  6c  pars  6 . 
c.*.8c  *9.  Perer  Martyr  Locoru  com  rnm  u a Claris  a.c.t  i.feft  7 i.to  8 j Innocentius 
j.DeContcmptu  muadi  l.z.c.  40.  Thomas  Lake  his  Difcourfe  againft  Painting;with 
allthofeorher  Apthorsand  Fattiers  here  quoted  f.Seenc 7.  6cinmy  Vaioveline? 
of  Love  lockes,p,i,»,»6?to  ii,? 0,49  ^0, 
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like  a lafeivious  courtesan,  or  to  paint  her  face  like  fome 
common  profit  tut  ed  harlot\  or  to  follow  any  other  amorous 
complements  and  difguifes  of  the  times , * adorning  her 
felfe  onely  in  modeft  appare/l,  with  fhamefafineffe,fobnety 
and  good  workes  , as  becomes  a woman  prof  effing  godli- 
nejfe ; the  onely  feminine  ornaments  that  StSPaul  com- 
mends: and  what  elfe  lhall  they  heare  from  all  the  Ruf- 
Eftius,Hyperi-  fans,  fantaftiques,  and  Frenchefied  wanton  Dames  that 
Go  rj^H^ ’ ^ve  a^out  them,but  this  opprobrious  cenfure,that  they 
Cardhulis  Ulfv«  arc  become  profelfed  Puritans.  If  any  make  conlcience 
ra , To  (la  t us , frequenting  Play-houfes,  Dice-houfes , Whore-hou- 
Anfclme,HR.a-  ies  j of  ( cf)  lafeivious  mixt  dancing , lafeivious  ribaldry 
banu*  Maurus,  fongs  and  difeourfes,  inordinate  gaming,  and  fuch  other 
HaYmTiiKo-  ^nfull  P^ea^ures  which  the  moft  delight  in;  refilling  to 
phylaft*  Sedu-  beare  men  company  in  thefe  delights  of  finne  : our 
Jius, Primal! us,  Play-haunters,  Dicers,  Gamefters,  Whoremafters,and 
Theodoret,Ke-  fuch  voluptuous  perfons,  will  presently  voyce  them  up 
mioms,  Chry-  for  puritans#  Yeafuch  is  the  defperate  wicked  nefle  of 
the  times,  that  let  a man  be  vitious  in  one  kinde,and  yet 
temperate  in  another ; as  let  him  be  a Play-haunter,  a 
gameller,  and  not  a drunkard  ; a drunkard,  and  yet  no 
fwearer,no  whoremafter,  no  ruffian,  or  the  like  5 or  let 
a man  be  vitious  i^4iverfe  kindes,  and  yet  not  fo  bad  as 
others  of  his  companions,  and  he  lhall  be  fometimes 
reproached  for  a Puritan  , becaufe  he  is  not  fo  univer- 
laUy,  i o extremely  wicked  anddeboift,  as  thofe  of  his 
companions  who  are  farre  worfe  than  he.  Whence  we 
oft  times  finde,  that  fuch  who  are  reputed  no  better 
than  prophane  ones,  when  they  are  in  company  fome- 
what  better  than  themfelves ; are  cenfured  for  Puritans 
. among  prophane  ones , (r)  becaufe  they  are  not  fo  m- 
d.im  fkn^tatis  meafarabty  wicked  as  the  worfl  ofthem~> . And  as  thofe 
fit  minus  eflfe  who  are  not  fo  delperately  outragious  in  their  extrava- 
vitiofum.  gant  linfull  courfes  as  others,  are  thus  houted  at  for  Pu- 
ritans and  Precifians,  by  fuch  as  are  lewder  than  them- 
felves:  fo  thofe  who  outftrip  all  others  inholinefle, 
pietie  and  vertue  , are  reputed  Puritans  too , becaufe 

they 
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brofe,Ibidero. 
q See  here  Ad. 
5.  Scene  8,  9, 
10, 1 1 , iz.  & 
Ad.7.Scene  $, 
5,6>  7- 


Part,  i . 


Hiftrio-Maftix. 


807 


x i;Per.  t.  14, 
if,  i6,Ephef.4 
29  Col.  4,6. 
y Pftl.69.9,  i o 
1 1. 

zpfal.fo.i,to 
12.  rfMat.f.6. 
b Pfal.54.i4, 


they  excell  ingoodneffe.  For  let  a man  be  a diligent  t See  my  Per* 
hearer  and  repeater  of  Sermons  and  Lectures  *,  a con-  penuty,p.6i2« 
ftailt  (t)  reader  and  difeourfier  of  Gods  word;  a ftrid  ob- 
ferver  of  the  Lords  fa)  ; a lover,  and(v)  companion  of  Courfc  ofTmc 
the  holiefi  men  5 a man  that  is  (x ) holy  and  gracious  in  Happinefle,  p. 
his  Jpeeches  in  all  companies  and  places  , defirous  to  Co  w 1 9o  to  1 98* 
Lome  feedes  ofgrace,  and  .to  plant  religion  where  ever  10 

he  comes  .•  let  him  be  (y)  much  in  prayer , in  me  dim  i-  u pfjj*  j. 
ony  in  faflmg  and  humiliation , (*,)  much  grieving  for  his  jit.  f#g# 
finnes,and  complaining  of  his  corruptions ; let  him  be  al- 
wayes  ( a ) hungring  and  thir fling  after  grace,  and  tiling 
all  thofe  meanes  with  confcionable  care  which  may 
bring  him  fafe  to  heaven,  (b)  abandoning  all  thofe  fins, 
thofe pleafitres  and  companies  which  may  hinder  him.*  in 
his progre ffe towards  heaven:  Let  a man  be  a diligent 
powerful!  foule-fearching  (< c ) finne-reproving  Mmifer, 
reliding  conftantly  upon  his  benefice,  and  (d)  preaching 
every  Lords-day  twice : or  let  him  be  a diligent  upright  Heim  1 1.2  r. 
Magiftrate,  ( e ) punijhing  drunkenneffe , drunkards,  fwea-  c Amos  f . 8. 
rers,fupprejfing  tsfle-houfes,  ( f ) CMay -games , Revels,  d See  here  p. 

( r)  dancing-,  and  other  unlawfull  pa  Rimes  on  the  Lords  *3  6l9° 

J-  -L-  I j i i x c Mr.  Boltons 

day  , according  to  his  oath  and  duty ; Let  any  oi  any  [)ifcourfe  0f 

profellion  be  but  a little  holier  or  ftidler  than  the  Major  true  Happines, 
part  of  men-, and  this  his  ho\lnts,hisforwardnesinreli.  p.  195. 
ligion,  is fuiiicient  warrant  for  all  prophane ones , for  *See ZI* Iaco* 
all  who  fall  fhortof  this  his  prafocall  power  of  grace  from 

to  brand  and  hate  him  for  a Puritan , as  every  mans  (he  ancient  Pa« 
confcience  cannot  but  informe  him#  It  is  maniFeft  then  gan  feafts  and 
by  all  thefe  particular  experimental!  inftances  *,  that  paltimes  on 
thofe  whom  the  world  ftiles  Puritans  and  Precifiatis , 
are  the  very  beft  and  holieft  Chriftians , and  that  they  feaa|s*  thcyC(H* 
are  thus  ignominioufly  intituled,  yea  (h)  hated  and  ma-  jed  Mamma, 
which  Arcadius  and  Thcodorct  long  (ince  fuppreflfed  by  this  Edict.  Iliud  veto  quod 
iibi  nomen  proeax  liccntia  vir.dicabit  Maiumam  faedum  atque  indecorum fpeftaculu 
denegamus.  Coiex  Theodofii  /. 1 f.7Vf.6.L«c.2.  See  Calvini  Lexicon  Iuridicum,  & Iaco- 
bus  Spielegius,Pandulphus Proteus, & H eronimus  Vcrrutius,  Lexicon  Iuris,Tit.Ma« 
himajSc  Suidas Spondanus  An,j99.fcd.f.  % See  1 Car.c.i,  b Malitiat 
temper  contra  virtutem  in  Gcn%Tom.x£oh  1 42.  A% 

ligned , 
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1 See  Mr.  Bol-  ligned,  becaufe  they  are  lefle  vitious,  more  pious,  ftridl 
tons  Dilcourfc  ancj  yertuous  in  their  lives  than  iuch  who  call  them  fo. 
nefl'cUp  io?*to  Fourthly , there  is  no  man  fo  fierce  an  Antipuman  in  his 
197. according-  health  and  life£*]  but  de fires  to  turne  Puritan  and  Pre - 
ly,  an  excellent  cijian  in  the  extremity  ofhu  fckpejfe  and  the  day  of  death « 
place  to  this'  when  God.fends  hi.$  judgements,  crofl'cs,  or  torrnen- 
wofth^he^rea-  mort^  dileafes  upon  fuch  who  were  molt  bitter 
ding,  and  all  Satyriils  againii  Puritans  all  rheir  lives  beforejor  when 
Antipuritans  hce  awakens  fuch  mens  contcicnces  to  fee  the  gaftiy 
mod  ferious  horrour  of  their  notorious  finnt  s,  when  they  are  lying 
Tsowercthe*  perplexed  on  their  death-  beds  with  the  feare  of  dam- 
SaintTaad  ter-  ^i011  ready  to  breath  out  their  foules  into  hell  at  every 
vams  of  God  gafpe,  they  will  then  turne  Puritans  in  very  good  ear- 
reputed  in  for.  neft,  defiring  to  die  fuch  as  they  would  never  live  : yea 
mcr  times.  See  then  infuch  extremitiesas  thefe  they  lend  for  thofe  vc- 
I.^1,l8,cal»’  ryFuritan  Minifters , whom  they  before  abhorred  to 
i V.c.  j!  i?8.  C.4I  mftruft,  to  comfort  them,to  pray  with  them, for  them, 
10.2  Cor.  1 1 . and  to  advife  them  what  to  doe  that  they  may  be  faved: 
16,17,19,  zj.  & however  they  reputed  the  no  better  than  hypocrites. 
La  da  mi  us  de  [\f]foolesy  or  [7J  diftratted  furious  mad  ones  before, yet 

16.  Timor  Do*  would  willingly  change  lives,  change  foules  and 
mini  fimplici-  confciences  with  them  then,  wifhing  with  many  teares 
tas  reputatur,  and  Aghes  that  they  were  but  fuch  as  they . This  every 
nedicamfatu.  dayes  experience  al molt  reftifies ; therefore  Puritans 
itas.  Virumcir*  an(j  precifianS  even  in  the  true  internall  confcientiall 
amicum  pro-  judgement  or  every  Anti-puritan  are  the  molt  godly 
pria*  conicicn-  men.  Fifthly,  let  a drunkard, a whoremafter,a  fwearer, 
ti*  calumnian.  a ruffian,  or  any  other  prophane  notorious  wicked  per- 
tur  hypocrita.  fon  fo  trujy  converted  from  thele  their  finnes,  and  un- 
fainedly  devoted  and  united  to  the  Lord  fo  as  \m~\never 
to  returne  unto  them ^ more  , [“»[]  cleaving  unfeparably 
unto  him  both  in  their  hearts  and  livesyr  let  God  worke 
any  fuch  vifible  notorious  happy  change  in  men , as  to 
accounted  Ca^  t^enu  otit  °f  dark»ejf ? into  his  marvelous  light , 

1 Sam.ii.i  5,14, if.  1 Kings 9.1 1.  Hofea9«7.  Hay  <*9.1?. Ier.29.t6  A&s 26.24,  if* 
Mar.j  t i.Iohn  laio.iCor  ^4,23.  2Cor.f,i3  w Pfal,8j.8.  »Deut,i  i.nx.io.io, 
iofli.n.f.c.is.S,  $ Acts  16^8,,  1 Pet. 2,9, Col-i.i 3* 

and 
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and  to  tranjlate  thenu  fir  onu  under  the  power  ofi  Satan 
into  the  ktngdome  of  his  de  are  Sonne  5 and  no  looner  iliall  f quifqHc 
they  be  thus  ftrangely  ( f ) altered  ftonu  had  to  good,  or  may 

from  good  to  better,  bur  prefently  they  are  chnltencd,  now  fay3Puri- 
as  it  were,  with  thefe  two  proverbs  or  reproach  , and  «ni)  cmenda- 
pointed  at  for  * cPuritnns  and  Preci/ians,  as  if  they  were  tur  0^cn<^  jr» . 
now  unworthy  for  to  live  becaufe  they  are  thus  conver-  rcer^[‘A^°  °^4 
ted  to  the  Lord.  Before  people  turne  religious  and  gra-  * Vnum  no* 
cious,  they  are  never  peftered  with  thefe  difdainfull  mend*  per fe~ 
tearmes  : but  (q)  no  fooner  can  they  begin  to  looke  to - cation  is,  Ted 
wards  heaven , to  change  their  vitions  courfes  and  amend 
their  lives  }but  thefe  Cftlotties  of  contempt  are  caft  upon 
them , even  becaufe  they  are  growne  better  than  they  drsermo 
were  before.  Thus  was  it  long  agoe  even  in  Salvian  3 Sec  Tertulli. 
his  dayes,  who  thus  complaines.  (r ) Static  ut  quis  P*^10, 
mehor  ejfe  tent  aver  it  deterioris  abjeElione  calc  at  nr  * Si  tonV&$jfcourfc 
ftient ■ ftihUmisfftt  desficabilrs; ffuerit jplendidijftmus  fit  cf  t"rue  j-jappi- 
vilifftmus  : ft  finer  it  tot  ns  honoris , fit  totus  injuria  : uhi  nefle,p.i£o.  to 
eninu  quis  mutaverit  veftenu,mutavit  protinus  dignitn-  19**  And  my 
tem-j,  ‘Terverja  enirru  (tint  et  in  diverfurru  Cuntta  mu-  Perpetuity,  E- 
tntn . Si  bonus  eft  qmlfia'ou  , quaji mains  fpernitur  : ft  Gubem 
mains  :j},  qua  ft  bonus  honor  at  nr.  Si  honor  at  tor  quiffiam  Deil.4.  p.i  10, 
fie  religioni  apphcuerit,illico  honoratus  efi  e defiftit,ac  per  in.  And  ad 
hoc  omnes  quodammodo  tnali  ejfe  coguntur  ne  viles  habc-  bcclcfiam  Ca* 
antur.  Et  ideo  non  fine  caufa  ysfpoflolus  clamat : Seen - ^olicam  lib.$. 

/ . trn  n pa&4ct>  nCC 

lunu  toturru  in  milo  poptunu  eft : et  verunu  eft  : merit 0 writes  thus.  At 

enirru  totuM  in  malo  ejfe  dicitur  ,ubi  boni  locunu  habere  Vero  nunc  di« 

non  pojfunt : fiquideffLj  itzt  toturru  iniquitatibus  plenunu  verfifEme  et 

eft , ant  ut  malt  jint,  qui  fint;aut  qui  boni  flint  malorurru  jmpiiffimc  nub 

ferfiecutione  crucientur . And  thus  is  it  now  in  our  s°^i ni>sre- 

dayes.  Therefore  Puritans  and  Precifians  are  undoub-  lmquitur,  qua 

tedly  the  very  primeft  Chriftians,  becaufe  they  are  ne-  quibm  ob  Dei 

reverentiam 

p’usdebctur;  niillos  pictas  minus  rcfpicit , quam  quos  praecipue  religio  commens 
dat  : Denique  fi  qui  a parentibus  filii  offeruntur  Deo,  omnibus  film  poftpo^ 
mintur  oblati  } indigni  iudicantur  hacrcditate,  qui  digni  fueiin.t  confrcratione : 
•ac  per  hoc  una  tan  turn  re,  parentibus  viles  fiunt,  quia  ca^erint  Deo  e(Tc  prc= 
o?bfi.  • - 1 * ; ■ * * * 


Lilli 


ver 


8 


f o 


Hiflrio-Majltx. 


Part. 


ver  honoured  with  thefe  titles  till  they  (f)  turne  better 
f i ti,  quo,  than  they  were  at  fir/l,  yea  better  than  all  thof  'e  that  re - 
profrtf  ibus  u Pro*ch  thems  by  thefe  names  of  (come.  And  here  we  may 
runtiir  nlienis-  obferve  a difference  betweene  eminency  in  re!igion,and 
ctquife  virtu-  excellency  in  all  other  things  befides.  For  let  a man 
tibus  vacuos  ke  exquifite  in  any  other  art  or  profedion  whatfoever, 
mnt^rmantur  be  it  in  Phificke,  Muficke,  Law,  Philofophy,  or  any  ii- 
in  eorum  odi.  berall  feience,  or  mechanicke  trade;  yea  let  a man  be  a 
urn  quorum  zealous  forward  Papiff,  Iefuite,  Prieft  or  Votary  $ the 
non  fequuntur  more  eminent  they  are  in  all  or  any  of  thefe,  the  more 
honoured, reverenced,  frequented,  admired,  and  belo- 
pjdTenno  it  f.  vec^ are  fbey  of  all  forts  of  men  5 becaufe  they  are  but 
9 1.  natural!  humane  excellencies , to  which  corrupt  nature 

t In  bono  pro-  and  the  Diveli  have  no  antipathy  at  all.  But  let  any  man 
pofito  conftim*  become  a (t ) confcionable , zealous , fincere  and  forward 
d ft fi m m d i Profe!for  °f  true  religion , tranfc ending  others  in  the  pra - 
nboloinfti°an.  the  all  power  of  grace,  or  in  the  inward  beauty  of  holme ffe-y 
te  nondefunt,  and  the  more perfpicuoufly  eminent  he  growes  in  thefe, the 
etfacile  in  od j'a  more  is  he  commonly  hated , faundered,  perfecuted reviled 
prorum  punt , tjoe  tongHes  of  wicked  men  and  the  greater  Puritan 

pobTmorcs  “oe  t^eJ  account  him-s  *,  becaufe  ( x ) there  is  grace  within 
deteftabiliores  hints,  that  is  diametrally  contrary  to  their  corruptions . 
fiuntcompara.  Neither  neede  we  wonder  at  it : for  ever  ft nee  God  at 
tionere&orum.  pHt  enmhy  betweene  the  feedeof  the  woman  and 
K ft^da^non^  t^>e  feedeofthe  ferpent,  (z)  thofc  who  havebeene  borne 
habetpaccm,  after  the  fiejh,  have  per fecuted,flandered,  abhorred thofc 
who  have  beene  borne  after  the  Jpirit  •,  and  (a)  thofc  who 
who  are  of  this  world , have  hated  Juch  who  are  redeemed 
out  of  the  world  \ there  ( b ) being  never  as  yet  in  any  age , 
any  concord  or  truce  betweene  Chrifi  and  Belial, light  and 
darkneffe,  righteoufneffe  and  unrighteoufnejfe,  Belcevers 
perbia  manftio  and  Inf  dels',  (c)  thefe  who  are  upright  in  the  way , being 
rudincm,  petu«  ' 

tantia  vtTecundiam,  avaritia  largitatem,  ettam  pertinaces  habet  diverfitasjftacon- 
fli<ftus,ut  etiam  fi  exterius  conquiefcat,  ipfatamcn  piorum  cordium  penetralia  in- 
quietare  r.onidinat,ut  verum  fit  quod  qui  volueruntin  Chrifto  pie  vivere,  perfecu- 
rione  paticntur,&c .Leo  D e gfuddr.Ser  .9/. 89.  x Gal.  5.1  -.2  Cor  A 1 <,j  6.  y Gen.$.  1 j. 
a Ga!.*.  29*1  Iok,$.i  2,13.'  a Ioh«t  5.19,10.  b aCo!>6.i4,T  1,i6,  c Prov.29.17. 

alwaj/es 
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alwayes  an  abomination  to  the  wicked, for  thefe  very  rca~  d Pfal.  $ 8 . * 9* 
fons onely,and  no  other-,  (d)  becaufe  they  follow  the  zo- 
thing  that  good  is,  and  (e)  runne  not  with  therru  into  the  j * 1 ^ 


fame  excejfe  of  riot  -(f)becaufe  their  workj  are  good, and  , , ^ ^.c 

theirs  who  thus  revile  and  hate  them , evill:  becaufe  their  h iohn'7.7.  Sec 
lives  are  not  like  other  men  , and  their  wayes  are  of  ano-  my  Perpetuit 


Mil- 


ther  fajhion:  becaufe  they  are  not  for  wicked  mens  twrnes,  k.P*^c  3 ^ . 

and  they  are  cleane  contrary  to  their  doings  , upbraiding  rituu™^ Stiver* 
them  wit h their  offending  the  Law , objecting  to  their  in  - fus  clnaos  in- 
famy the  tranfgreffions  of  their  education  , and  ab flat-  fidiac  non  qur 
ning from  their  wayes  as  from  filthinejfe  , (h)  teftifying  e^Cunt  a et^vc 
unto  them  by  their  holy  lives, that  the  workes  they  doe  are  ^°’ 

evill.  Thele  and  no  other  were  the  true  originall  caufes  p^lio^m  om. 
of  mens  hatred  & reproach  againfi{i)  Chriflians ,againfl  nibus  fidelibus 
(fhrifl  and  his  zsfpoftles  heretofore ; and  of  mens  in  ve-  propofitum  bo* 
terate  rancor  and  malicious  calumnies  againft  Puritans  v'oluiltTatP 
npw,  wnat  ever  mens  pretences  are  againlt  it,as  I have  micum  autem 
more  largely  maniiefted  in  a (k)  precedent  Treatife.  If  iiiis  cft  omnc 
any  thinke  this  ftrange,  that  men  fhould  be  thus  perfe-  quod  redum , 
cuted,  hated,  reviled,  nicknamed,  flandered  and  con-  °mne quod  ca* 
temned  even  for  their  grace,  their  holinefle3and  the  ve*  paflionebmini 
ry  pradicall  fincei^  profedion  of  religionilet  them  con-  Sermo  1 9.  /. 
fider  but  thefe  few  particulars  which  will  give  them  140. 
ample  (atiffa&ion  in  the  point.  Firft^tJaofe  frequent  pre-  * Maledidione 
dictions  or  premonitions  of  our  Savicmir  to  alt  the  pro-  autemet  ama- 
feffors  of  his  name  : (l)  That  they  Shall  be  hated,  perfe-  ^ v^a^nnih 
cuted, reviled  of  all  men  & 2fat  ions  for  his fake :(  m)that  torum  eft.Quis 
they  (hall  feper ate  them  from  their  company ,cafr  out  their  enim  itacmen- 

names  as  evill, & fay  all  maner  of  evill  avainft  the  * falfly  datl  crls  » 

quem  non  ma- 

ledicenti  confuemdofollicitet  ? non  dicat  adverfuseos  qui  mated i&odigni  funt,  fed 
etiam  adverfus  cos  quos  Dominus  non  maledixit^id  cft,iuftos  etinnocentes  viros.Or/* 
gen  Eftift.'ti  front.  ow^.fol.  1 5 4.C.  Ktdi  M.  fin  my  Perpetuity  Epift.  3.  & 

Healths  SickneiTe,p  79*to  89.  I Mat.  ip.i  6 to  36.0.14.9.  Ioh  1 f.  19,10.0.1 6.1^3  3. c. 
I 7.14.  wMat.y.ti,i  i.Luk.6.ii,z3. '^Maioriscontumelix  res  dl,falfisquenquam 
notareetinfignirecrimimbus  quam  vera  ingcrereatq;  obledaredclida.  Quod  enim 
fefc  dici,  ct  quod  effe  te{cnties,morfum  habct  minorem  teftimonio  tacit#  recogniti- 
on^ infradum.Tilud  veroaccrbidimcvulnerar  quod  innoxios  ct  quoddecus  nominis 
ct  asftimationisinfamat.wir^/^  aJvcit/m  Gcntes  i. 4.0,  1 47. 
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for  his  names  Jake  ; ('a/)  that  in  the  world  they  [hall  have 
tnb ulation, and(o)  that  whofoever  killeth  them  fhad  thinly 
he  doth  God  good  fervice.  Secoadly , that  memorable 
pofitiono i St,  Paul,  1 Tim.  $.  11,1*.  Tea,  and  ( p)a 11 
that  will  live  godly  in  Chrifl  lefus  fhall  fitter  perfection : 

(q) for  through  many  tribulations  and  affliftions  we  mufl 
enter  into  the  Kingdome  of  heaven.  Thirdly, the  exam- 
ples of  Gods  Saints  in  all  ages  even  from  *s4dam  to 
this  prefent.  If  we  looke  upon  Qain  and  *sfbel,  the  two 
firA-borne  of the  world,  wee  (hall  beholde  gracelefle 

(r) Cain,who  was  of  that  wicked. one  faying  his  righteous 
brother  Abel:&  whcrfore  flew  he  him }S.Iohn  relolves 
the  queftion  in  thefe  very  termes , becaufe  his  owne 
worses  were  evill  and  his  brothers  righteous : and  there- 
upon he  grounds  this  inference ; fMarvell not , my  bre- 
thren, if  the  world  hate  you.  ( f ) Non  enim  mirum  eft , 
(writes  Salvtan)  nunc  fanftos  homines  quaiam  affera 
pati,  cum  videamus  quod  Dens  ettam  per  maximum  ne- 
fas , primum  fanttorum fivit  occidi . Looke  we  upon  ho- 
ly King  David , we  fhall  finde  him  thus  complaining.* 
Pfal.$  8. 1 9, 20.  They  that  hate  me  wrongfully  are  multi- 
plied, they  alfo  that  render  me  evill  fof  good  are  my  ad - 
verfaries,  (pray  marke  the  onely  reafon)  becaufe  I foL* 
low  the  thin?  that  good  is.  The  Prophet  Ifay  complai- 
neth thus  of  histones:  Ifay  14,15.  Judgement  is 
turned  away  backward  and  juft  ice  ftandetbafarre  off i for 
truth  is  fallen  in  theftreets,  and  equity  cannot  enter : yea 
truth  faileth,  and  bee  that  depa^teth  from  evill  maketb 
himfelfe  a prey  , or  is  accounted  mad : yea  hee  brings  in 
Chrifl  himfelfe  prophetically  fpeaking  in  this  manner; 
(f  ) Heboid  I and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given 
me  are  for  fignes  and  wonders  even  in  Ifrael . The  Pro- 
phet zAmos  writes  thus  of  his  age  : iAmos  5.  8.  They 
hate  him  that  rebuketh  in  the  gate,  and  abhorre  him  that 
Jbeaketb  uprightly : and  the  Prophet  (**)  Zechariah  in- 
formes us,  that  Iofhua  the  high  Prieft,  and  his  followers 
that  fate  before  him{  to  wit,Chrift  aod  all  his  followers ) 

were 
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were  men  wondred  at  in  the  world,  as  if  thej  were  fome 
monftrous  creatures , or  men  befides  themfelves.  The 
Prophet  Daniel  we  know,  was  fo  [V]  unblameable  in 
his  life  and  athons y that  hts  very  enemies  could  not  finde 
any  errour,  fault,  oroccafion  againfi  him,  except  it  were 
concerning  the  law  of  his  God , and  that  hee  made  prayers 
and  /applications  before  the  Lord  his  God  three  times  a 
day  : and  for  this  his  piety  onely  they  procured  him  to  be 
caft  into  the  Lions  den . I could  in  fiance  in  Q y ] divers 
<rrW.rofGod$deardl  Saints  who  were  thus  perfecuted 
and  maligne  i for  their  graces  before  our  Saviours  time, 
but  thac  Tertullian  hath  long  fince  foreftalled  mee ; 
whofe  memorable  paffage  to  this  purpofe  I wi(h  all 
Antipuritans  to  coniider.fV]  dprimordio  juftitia  vim pa- 
titur:  flatim  at  coli  (Deus  capit  invidiam  religio  fortitn 
eft.  jQui  Deo  placuerat  occiditur , et  quidem  a fatre,quo 
ffroclivtus  impietas  aliemm  fanguinem  fcftarctur,  d ftto 
anfpicatn  infcftata  eft.  ‘Denique  non  modof forum,  ve- 
rumetiamet  Prophetarum:  ‘ D avid  exagit  at  ur, Elias  fu~ 
gat  nr,  Hier  emits  lapidatur , Efiias  fee  at  nr,  Zach  arias 
inter  alt  are  et  adem  trucidatur • perennes  cruoris  fiti  ma- 
culae flicibtis  addgnans.  Ipfe  claufula  legis  et  Propbe- 
tarum,nec prophet es  fed  'Angelas  dittus,  contumeliofa 


x Dan.?.;,  to 


y Sec  my  Per- 
petuity Epiftlc 

3* 


^ Adverfus 
Gnofticoslibj 
P*  43  °3  43*> 


cade  truncate  in  puellt  faltica  lucar.^t  utique  qui  [pi- 
ritu  ‘ Dei  agebantur , ab  info  in  martf^t  dirigebantur, 
etiampatiendo  qua  pr&dicaffent,  &c.  Talia  d primordio 
et  precept  a et  exempla  debitricem  martyrij  fidem  often - 
dunt.  If  wee  looke  upon  Chrift  and  his  'po files , 
We  fhall  finde  them  hated , persecuted,  flandered,  reviled 
with  opprobrious  names  and  obloquies,  [ b ] bring  made  as 
the  very  filth  of  the  world  , and  as  the  offfcouring  of  all 
things  unto  this  day  3 yea  wee  fhall  fee  them  martyred 
and  put  to  death  for  no  other  caufe  at  all,  [V]  but  onely 
for  their  grace,  their  holineffe,  their  tranfeendent  good- 
neffe,  and  their  apportion  to  the  fanes  and  err  ours  of  the 
times : as  I have  [d'_ ] d^e  where  amply  difeourfed.  if  we 
behold  the  primitive  Chrift;  ans  but  awhile,  we  Hhali 
Lilli  3 difeover 


4 See  my  Per. 
petuity.  Epiftlc 
$.at large. 
£<iCor.  4.9, 

10. 

c See  Tufti» 
Martyr, Apo* 
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f Stromatum 
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g Apologia  ad- 
verfus  Gentcs, 

* Nim  ct  hoc 
quoque  genus 
invenitur  qui 
meliores  obtre* 
£iare  malint 
quamimitaii, 
et  quorum  fi- 
militudinem 
defperent,  eo- 
rum  affeftant 
fimultatem ; 
fcilicetjuri  qui 
fuo  nomine 
obfeuri  funt, 
alieno  innotef- 
cant.  jipul  iui 
TloridorutnJ.i, 

b O ratio  U.p, 
411. 


dilcover  no  other  caufe  of  their  hatred  and  perlecutions 
agamft  them,  but  onely  this,  that  they  were  f hnftiaus , 
that  they  were  better  than  they  were  before , and  more  ho- 
ly than  their  neighbours.  This  (e)  ‘Pliny  himfeife  af- 
firmes  in  his  Spiftle  to  the  Smperour  Trajan.  *s4ffr- 
mabant  auterru  hancfutjfe  fummarru  vel  culpa  ( hrittia- 
norum , vel  erroris • quod  effent  foliti  ftato  die  ante  lucem 
convemre , carnemque  fhrifto  quafi  ‘Deo  dicer  e fecum  w 
vicem : feque  facr ament o non  in  fcelus  aliquod  obftrin - 
gere,fedne  furta,ne  latrocinia  , ne  adulteria  committe - 
rent , ne  fidem  f afferent , ne  depofttum  appellati  denegarent: 
And  yet  for  this  alone  were  they  perfecuted  and  put  to 
death . Hence  was  it  that  (flemens  Alexandrinus  writes 
thus  in  the  Ifehalfe of  C hriftians  : (f)  'Lfos  ergo  pro- 
fequuntur,  non  ut  qui  nos  ejfe  injuflos  deprahenderent  fed 
quod  nos  vita  humana  injuriam  facer e exiftiment  eo  quod 
fmus  Chriftiani,  et  tpfos  inquam,  qui  pc  vitam  inflitui - 
intis , et  alios  adbortamur  ut  vitam  degantftmilem.HeilCC 
is  that  excelent  difeourfe  of  Tertuilian  to  the  like  pur- 
pofe  : (g)  Scceautem  et  odio  habemur  ab  omnibus  ho- 
minibus  nominis  caufa . l^jjn  fcelus  aliquod  in  caufa  eft, 
fed  nomen ; et  fohus  nominis  crimen  eft.  Ifon  ideo  bonus 
Cuius,  et  prudens  Lucius , quia  Chriftianus . Vt  quifquis 
nomine  ChriftianLCl  may  now  fay  Puritani ) emendatur 
offendit.  Oditurmtoomimbus  innocuis, nomen  mnocuum . 
Nomen  detinetur , nomen  expugnatur,et  ignotnm  fetlam , 
ignotum  et  auttorem  vox  folapradamnat ,quia  nominatur 
non  quia  convincitur.  Which  I may  asjuftly  apply  to 
Puntansand  Precifians,  as  ever  he  did  unto  Chriftians 
who  are  perfecuted  and  hated  onely  for  their  graces, 
their  furpading  goodneffe  , under  the  vizard  of  thefe 
odious  names,  * by  fuch  who  would  rather  [launder , than 
imitate  their  holinefe.  Hence  Gregory  Tfazian^en  alfo 
thus  complained  of  the  ufage  of  the  pious  Chriftians  of 
his  age  : (h)  Speftaculum  uovum  faEli fumus  non 
gelis  et  hominibus,  fed  omnibus  ferme  improbis  et  flagiti- 
ofis,  et  quovis  tempore  et  loco,inforo,in  compoMXtionibus; 

in 
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in  voluptatibus , in  luUibus  : lam  etiam  adfcenam  ufque  * Who  arc  oft 
prodtymus  ( quod  propemolum  lacbrymi s refero  ) et  cum  r^a  ^lce<^  ^ 
perditijftmts  obfcamffimifque  ridemur •,  necuUum  tam]U-  ^ xho  tns 
cundumcft  foettaculum,  qudm  Chnftianus  comtcu  ca-  Ovc-buriehis 
villis  fuggillatus.  And  is  it  not  as  true  of  (*J  Puritans  Cl.a  after  of 
and  Precifians  now^as  it  was  then  of  Chriftians?  Hence  *in  Jxccl  ciaj 
alio  was  the  complaint  of  holy  St.  <sy/ugu[line.  )ln- 
fultatur  homtni  quia  Cbriflianus  eft  : mjultatur  etiam  Scene  ^.accor- 
bomini  qui  inter  multos  Cbriftianos  melius  vivit,  et  ti - dinglv. 
mens  affera  vtrba  mftultatorum  incidit  tn  laqueos  diabo - k Enarratio  tn 
li.  (1)  Tibipro  convicio  objicitur  quod  Cbriftianus  es.  P al.9c.Tom.8 
Cur  autem  mo  do  objicitur  quod  Cbriftianus  eft  ? Tam  See  "nar. 
pauci  non  ChrifHani  remanferunt , ut  ij s mdQfts obftciatur , jn  p.aj#  u8.  p. 
quia  (fbrifliani  non  Junt , qudmipfi  audeant  aliqmbus  7s*o,7?i. 
objicere  quia  fjbriftiani junt.  T amen  die 0 vobis  ftatres  ^ Enarratio  in 
mei , incipe  quicunque  me  audit  vivere  auomodo  Chriftsa - P-al'3°-T^m* 
tins,  et  vide  ft  non  tibi  objiciatur  et  d Cbriftianis , fed  no-  ^Vo/see  Ib^d. 
mine,non  vita,non  monbus  .Nemo  fentit  nip  qui  expertus  p.  i^o.  to  xo8. 
eft.  And  is  not  this  the  cafe  of  Puritans,  among  titular  according1  v:5c 
Chriftians  now  ? Survey  we  all  the  other  (m)  Fathers  De  Civit.Dci  I. 
and  £c cleft ajhcall  Hiftorians,  we  fhall  finde  them  very  M>r- 

Copious  in  thistheame  , that  the  beft  (Jbriftians  have  ty^  Apologia 
beene  evermore  bated,  perfecuted  and  reviled  by  car  nail  \.z.  Anaxa^o* 
men, and  that  onely  for  their  grace  andr^oodnes : Witnefle  rasproChudi- 
the  exprefie  refolution  of  St.  Chryfoftome : (o)  (Jhri-  ^nlsr^^tl^ 
ftianorum  genus,  non  quia  eft  odibile , fed  quia  eft  divi-  j x'  EpifV.x  Do- 
num,  odiunt  carnales  : Which  St.^uguftine  thus  fe-  nato.  Bafil.  E* 
Conds.  Invtdentia  illius  diabolic a qua  invident  bonis  ma . piiMo.Lufta- 
li,  nulla  aha  caufa  eft,  nifi quia  ills  boni  funt  , illi  mali.  thi°  Hedtco> 
{p)  Omnis  enim  malus  ideo per fequitur  malum,  quia  illi 
nonconfentit  ad  malum.  And  this  onely  is  the  canfewhy  ,,  9.  Leo  dV 
Puritans  and  Precifians  are  thus  maligned  and  defpited  Qiudragefima 
now.  Sermo  9.  & 

thanafius  lip 

ad  Solitariam  vitam  agentes.  See  Eufebius,  Socrates  Scholafticus.Theodorer,  Sr»zo. 
i men,Cafsiodorus,  Nicephorus  Calliftus , The  English  and  French  Booke  of  Mar- 
tyrs, the  Centuries  and  Baronius,  pafsirn  accordingly.  0 Opus  imperfeftu’m  Matth. 
-f  H0m.t4.Tom. 2. Col, 7 7 Dc Civit.Dci  1, 1 J.C.J.&  Enar.in  Pfal.i  1 S.p.7 5 *• 
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* Qui  odfo  If  any  here  ob/eft , that  they  condemne  not  Puritans 

noftn  non  fe*  for  their  goodncfle,but  becaule  they  are  hypocrites  and 
honeftle  Vu*  diffemblers;  or  becaule  they  are  leditious  fa&ious  per- 
dcnt  turpcfor-  lpns,&enemies  to  the  ftate  and  governmentjthe  crimes 
fan  putantcsfi  w Herewith  the  world  now  charge  them/  whole  accu- 
abfqwc  rationc  fations  are  (till  as  various , flitting  and  uncertainc  a- 
nos  odio  pcr=  gainft  Puritans,  as  they  were  of  old  againfl  the  Chri- 


fequi  videan-  ,,, 
turjCaufasodii  “Ians, 
contra  noset 
crimina  fins 
gunt.  Nihil 
autem  eorum 


ft  an  ter  tucn 
tur,  fed  nunc 
hanc , paulo 
poft  aliam,  et 
rurlus  quoque 
aliam  inimici- 
tiaj  caufam 
contra  nos  afr 


To  this  I anfwer  firft : That  it  is  no  wonder  for  Pu- 
ritans to  be  reputed  hy  peer  ires  and  impoftors  now: 
For  even  our  Saviour  Chrift  himleTe  was  not  cmely 
Counted J but  (q)  called  a Deceiver  . and  one  who  did  hut 
feruntur  con*  cheate  the  pffyle ; though  we  all  know  and  beleeve  that 
there  was  no  guile  at  ail  wi  hin  him  : Yea  all  the 
poftles  and  Saints  of  (jod  wen  accounted  Deceivers . and 
jet  they  were  true . 2 (for.  8 . And  (r)  St.  Hterom  in- 
former us,  that ' Chriflia  is  were  thus  [filed  even  in  his 
age.  Vhicmq\  vi-dermt  ( hriftianumftatim  itlud  i trivio 

o iTTldertf  vocant  Impofor-m  et  detrahunt.  Hi 

fignant:  atqiie  rumor  es  turpiffimos  ferunt,  et  quod  ah  ipfis  egrejfxm  efi, 
ita  nulla  in  re  id  ah  alqs  audtffe  fe  fmulant ; ijdc  m auftores  et  exagge- 
malitia  eorum  ratores  . as  our  Antiptuiuns  aie  now.  Secondly  admit 
confirm,  fed  that  Puricans  wdc&but  hypocrites  & Impoffors (which 
hac  inrentata  Is  5mP  ^ble  ror  any  particular  men  to  judge, fince  they 
culpa  refiliunt,  are  unacquainted  with  thefecrets  of  their  hearts  * which 
aliiincumbunt  Cjod alone  can  onely  fearch  . which  me  thinkes  fhould 
et  rurfus  ilia  ft0p  thefe  objectors  mouths) yet  none  exclaime  againil 
appreh^ndunr  as  Puritans  and  Precifrans  for  tkefe  vices  onely  ; 

et  fi  om.iia  d*c  but  f°r  that  very  proreflion  of  religion  which  they 
qmbus  nos  ac.  make.  For  let  a man  be  never  fo  treacherous  or  deceit- 
cu(ant  diltteris  full  in  his  deaing  i yet  if  he  make  no  forward  profefli- 

tamen  non°re*  °°  re^S^on  ma>f  very  Well (f)fora  politique, 
cedunt.  crafty  .provident  man;  he  fhall  then  be  no  Puritan:  but 

pip.  $o.  Euflstbio  Medics.  Torn.*  p.y  4.  PW.  Ibidem,  q Mat.  *7*6$.  Iol>  7. 
r Epift:  io.adFuriamcd.  Sec  Spondanus  Epir.Bdrpnii  Anno  $6.  fe&.$.  ^ Ier.i7*9» 
lo.Afts  1.X4.  x Chron.iz.?.  1 Cor, 1*1 1.  f Da  cve#ata  corvis%vexat  cenfura  coss 
lumbas.  Lu  Ytv/l.  Sttyrii. 
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let  him  profeffe  religion,  be  he  never  fo  honeftin  hi 
deaiings,yet  he  fhall  certainly  be  branded  for  a Puritan: 
It  is  not  therefore  mens  hypocrifie,but  their  protelhon 
of  religion  that  makes  them  Puritans:  which  if  it  be 
but  meerely  counterfeit,  why  doe  not  our  Antipuritans 
make  that  profeflion  of  religion  in  truth^the  very  (hew 
of  which  they  fo  much  hate, even  for  the  lubftance  fake  ? 
Thirdly,  admit  fome  Puritans  or  Precifians  are  meere 
Impoftors,  making  (v)  religion  a very  vatle  to  cloake 
their  treachery  yandcircttmvtnt  their  brethren-,  as  there 
are  now  too  many  fuch : yet  maiice  it  leife  muft  needs 
acknowledge  that  the  Major  part  of  them  are  moft  juft 
and  upright  in  all  their  dealings  towards  men  5 witnefle 
experience , and  the  common  fpeech  *,  that  fuch  and 
liich  are  very  -honeft  and  upright  in  their  trades  ,,or  they 
are  worthy  Gentlemen  which  men  may  lady  truft  but 
yet  they  arc  Puritans;  as  if  their  piety  were  a difparage- 
ment  to  their  houefty : and  yet  men  hate  and  (lander 
them  all  alike  for  the  hypoerdie  onely  ofiome  few  ; as 
they  did  the  Chriftiatuin  St.  ^ngnftines  daves#  (x) 
Quanta  mala  (faith  he)  diemt  in  malos  Chriflianos  qua 
malediSla  perveniunt  ad  omnes  Chriflianos  ? T^jenquid 
cnim-i  dicit  cjtn  maledicity  ant  qui  reprehendit  Chrtfiia- 
nos,  ecce  quid  facim't  non  boni  Chrifliani  ? Sed  ecce  qua 
facitsnt  (hriftiani;  nonfepe^attnon  difeermt*  Thus  doe 
men  deale  with  Puritans  now  ; they  hate , revile  and 
pei  fecute  them  in  the  lumpe  without  diftindlion*  they 
deeme  them  hypocrites  and  deceivers  all  alike,  when 
as  1 he  moft  of  them  are  not  fuch  ; (as  if  their  very  pro- 
feftion  ofre'igion(^)  made  thenu  hypocrites ,rvhich  men 
. *rc  apt  to  believe;  ) therefore  they  deteft  them  not  for 
their  hypocrifie,  which  reacheth  onely  to  fome  few, 
but  for  the  ftriift  holinefle  and  precifenefl’e  of  their  lives 
alone,  wherein  they  all  accord.  Fourthly  , the  reafon 
why  men  thus  uncharitablie  forejudge  all  Puritans 
for  hypocrites,  though  they  neither  know  their  hearts 
nor  perfons , is  onely  this  ; becaufe  they  (z.)  fo  that 
M m m m m holirh jfe> 
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x Auguft.Enatv 
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j Chriftianus 
fi  fit  improbur, 
Re  accufes  pro- 
fefllonem,  fed 
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See  Wifdom.i.  holinejfe,  grace  and goodne jfe  inthenu  , which  they  find? 
it, to 20.  &c.  themfelves  or  others : and  thereupon  to  iatiffie 

*•*» 2,3,4.  their  owne  felfe-condemning  confidences,  they  cenfure 

^Cicrro’Tuf-  ah  excefle  of  grace  and  holinefle  as  meere  hypocrilie, 
cui.Qa^ft.I.r.  for  fcare  themfelves  fhould  be  reputed  butprophaie 
Seneca  Confo  in  wanting  all  thofe  graces , thofe  eminent  degrees  of 
’ario-  # holinefle  wherein  they  exceil.  It  was  a true  fpeech  of 

£Natura  invi-  an  heathen  Orator  : (a)  ^Hnnon  hocitafittn  omni  p0- 
dioi)  crant  A-  . _ v i r 

thenienfes  et  f™0  • nonne  omncrrLj  exuperanttarru  vtrtut’S  oderunt  ? 

adoptimisqui-  Q^jd?  tsfriflides  nonne  oh  eam-j  ip farru  caufanu  patrta 
bufquedetre-  pulfus  eft  quod prater  moduntj  juflw  ejfet  ? Certainly  if 
ftandum  pro-  the  exuberancy  of  morall  vertues  have  made  heathens 
him^s  ouHn"  f ^ odious  unto  vitions  Dagans,  no  wonder  if  the  tran- 
admlniftratio-  feendent  eminency  of  Puritans  graces  procure  the  ma- 
ne reipubi.et  lice,  the  reproaches  of  all  carnall  Chriftians,  who  being 
nsagi  (Irani  ex-  ( c ) unacquainted  with  the  power  of  faving  grace  them- 
«!i”Cnn\’;VCJl?i  fe^ve5-> aic  tocenfurc  it  as  folly,  hypocrifle  or  mad- 
nefle  in  all  others : but  yet  this  may  be  their  comfort} 

* Curru  damnamur  d vobis , d Deo  abfolvimur • 

Ifany  now  reply, r hat  Puritans  live  not  as  they  fpeake 
and  teach  ; therefore  the  world  condemnes  them  for 
hypocrites  and  diflemblers  ; let  Seneca  give  them 
ciCori.rf.to  a fatisfaftory  anfwer.  (a)  »A lit  erjn  quit,  loqueris^ali- 
1 6.  ter  vivis.  Hoc  per  malignifftma  capita , et  optimo  caique 

* Tertul.  Apo-  inimicifftmaftb)  Diatom  objetbwL*  eft , objettum~>  £pt- 
Jog.  adverfus  euro , objettum  Zenoni * Omnes  enim  ifti  dicebant  non 
4 Seneca  de*  quemadmodum  ip  ft  viverent , fed  quemadmodum  viven- 
Vitabeata  c.  dum  ejfet.  De  virt^te.non  de  me  loquor*  Et  cum  vitijs 
19,10,2  u convicium facio ,in  primis  meis  facto : cum  potueroyvrvam 

i>  This  there-  quomodo  oportet.  7>fec  maliamtas  me  ifta  multo  veneno 
tintta  deterrebit  ab  optima,  virus  quidem  i find, quo 

snonobieftiou  alios Jpargitis,  vos  necatis , ne  impediet , quo  minus  per - 
againft  the  fever em  laudare  vitamynon  quam  ago  fed  quam  agendam 
feed  heathen  fcioy  quo  minus  virtutem  adorem y et  ex  intervallo  ingenti 
Philofophers , reptabundus  / equar . SxpcBabo  fcilicet , ut  quicquam  ma - 
Jioned  for  their  ^V0^ent^A  inviolatnm  fit  cui  facer  nec  Ruttltus  fuit  nec 
yertues,  Cato&c*  De  alterius  vita,  de  alter  Ins  morte  dsftutatis ; 

et 


etiam  qui  vel 
doclrina  litera- 
rum  vel  vita; 
gravitate  prx- 
fulgcrunr.Ai- 
han  Vane  hi  ft. 
/.^.r.t  3. 
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et  ad  nomen  magnorum  ob  Aliquant  eximiam  laudem  vi- 
rorum,ficut  ad  occur fimignotorum  hominum  mmuti  ca- 
nes, latratis ♦ * Expedit  entm  vobis  nemmcm  videri  bo* 
num\  quafi  aliena  virtus  exprobratio  dehflorum  veflro- 
rum  fit . Invttt  jplendida  cum  jordibus  vcfiris  confertts  , 
nec  intelligitts  quanto  tdveftro  detriment o audeatis ,Nam 
fi'lli  qm  virtutem  fequuntur  avari,  hbidmofi,ambitiofiq j 
funt  5 quid  vos  efits  quibus  ipfim  nomen  virtutis  odio  eft? 
2^ rgatis  quenquam  praftare  qua  loquitur , nec  ad  exem- 
plar or  attorns  J'ua  vtvere.  Quid  mtrum  ? cwmloquantur 
fortia  ingentia , omnes  human  as  tempeftates  evadentia  ; 
cum  refigere fie  crucibus  conentur,in  quas  unufquifque  ve- 
ftrumclavosfios  ipre  adjicit.  2^on  praftant  Philofiophi 
qua  loquuntur  , multa  tamen  praflant  quod  loquuntur , 
quod  hone  ft  a mente  conctptunt.  T^am  fi  et  paria  diflis  ti- 
ger eat , quid  ejjet  illis  beatiui  ? Interim  non  eft  quod  con - 
temnas  bona  verba , et  bonis  cogitationibus  plena  pracor - 
did  ftudiorum  / alutarium,  etiam  citra  affieflumjaudanda 
tr  ablatio  eft . Quid  mirum  ft  non  aficendunt  in  altum? 
Arduos  aggrejfus  virtutis  fit feipe: etiam  fi  decidunt  mag- 
na  conantur . Generfa  res  eft , relficientem  non  ad  fias , 
fed  ad  naturafiuA  vires  , conari  alta , tentare , et  mente 
majora  concipere , quam  qua  etiam  ingenti  animo  ador- 
natis  efjici  poffint.  Qui  hoc  facer e proponet , volet,  tentd- 
bit,addeos  iter  faciet;  neille,  etiamfi  non  tenner  it , mag- 
nis  tamen  exciiet  aufis*  Vos  quidem  qui  virtutem  culto- 
remq ; ejus  odtftit,  nihil  novt  facitis.  l^am  et  folem  lu- 
mma  agr  a for  midant,  et  averfantur  diem  fplendtdum  no- 
blur na  animal ia,  qui  ad  p>  imumejus  or  turn  ftupent , et  la - 
tibula  fia  pafifim petunt , abd  tntur  in  aliquas  rimas  , ti - 
mida  lucis.  G emite , et  inf&licem  linquam  honor um  exer- 
cete  convicio.  Inflate,  commordete,  cities  multo  frange - 
tis  dentes  quam  imprimetis . Ic  is  v ue  that  the  belt  of  all 
(c)  (fiods  children  have  their  weaknefies  , their  pajfions 
and  infirmities , which  they  cannot  wholly  conquer 
whi'esthey  continue  here;  they  have  ( d j fleftin  them-, 
as  well  as  Jpirit , which  fometimes  fhewes  it  felfe;  they 
M mm  mm  2 have 
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^ This  then 
is  the  caufc 
why  men  (o 
hate  and  flan* 
dei  Puritans, 
becaufc  their 
goodnefle 
(frames  other 
mens  badnes. 
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#Rom.7.T4,M.  have  (c)a  dying  body  of  finite  within  them,  which  though 
/Rom.  6. 1 i,  it  (fij  raignes  not  in  them ^ as  a King , yet  lomecimes  it 
l3»I  ^ overmafters  them  infome  particular  actions  as  a ty- 
Rom  rant;  (g)  infomuch  as  they  cannot  doe  the  good  they 

9 would,  andthe  evillthat  they  would  not  that  they  doe: 
But  yet  this  frees  them  from  hypocrific.  Firft, 
that  they  unfainedly  ( h ) defire  and  endeavour  to  mortifie 
all  their  finnes  and  lufis,  and  to  be  freed  from  them . Se- 


19,10,11,11 3 
**• 

h Rom.  7- *6. 
to  the  end. 
i Kom.7.16.  to 


1 lob  42.  6, 
Ezcch.  16,61, 

m Pral.39.1. 
Pla!.i4i.  3. 
lob  u.i.Mar. 
16.41- 1 Cor. 
7.M. 


theend.c.8.1  condly,  they  utterly  f*)  abominate  and  detefi  their  finnes , 
Gal. 5. 14. Col.  continually  watching, fighting,  praying  againfi  them,  and 
3. 4,5,6.  labouring  todeflroy  them.  Thirdly,  when  they  fall  in- 
^1  Cor.  1 1.31.  co  atly  (]nne  of  infirmity  out  of  humane  frailty,  (kj  they 
Pfal*  5 1*  * to  condemne  and  judge  them  fe Ives  for  it  5 it  is  their  great  eft 
1 4.  Pfal.  38,6.  grief e and  [bame,  and  they  goe  mourning  for  it  all  their 
dayes,(l)  loathing  and  abhorring  themfelves  becaufe  they 
have  thus  offended.  Fourthly,  they  become  more  [m)vi- 
gilant  againft  their  fins  and  frailties  for  the  time  to  come , 
binding  ( n ) themfelves  by  folemne  vowes  and  covenants 
never  to  relapfe  into  them  more , (0  ) crying  mightily  unto 
God  for  firength  to  refift  , and  power  to  fubdue  thems* 
Fifthly,  they  ( f)allow  not  themfelves  in  one  knownc  finne 

3V1*,  whatfoever  ; they  finne  not  fo  frequently , in  that  manner 
Pf.6i.8,Ecc!ef.  \ , fit  iln  r r 

? 4 j as  others  doe , (q)  peeping  themfelves  innocent  for  the 

, Ezra  9.4. to  5.  mofi  Part  from  great  offences , and  notorious  finnes , in 
Dan.9.4.  to  io.  which  thofe  who  moft  condemne  them  wallo  w.  Laft- 
1 Cor.i  1.7,8.  jy^  |eac|e  farre  (r)  holier  and  fritter  lives  than  other 
men,  they  ferve  and  honour  God  more  than  they  3 they 
(f)  love  and  feare  God  more  than  others , being  farre 
moit  frequent,  more  conftant  in  hearing , reading, prayer, 
meditation,  fafting,  and  all  holy  duties,  than  thofe  who 
declaime  againft  them  moft;  and  yet  (0  they  defire,they 
endeavour  to  be  better  and  holier  every  day%  Therefore 
they  are  no  hypocrites,  as  all  Antipuritans  for  the  moft 
part  are ; who  profeffe  themfelves  Chriftians  as  well 
- - as  Puritans,  and  yet  live  like  Pagans  , like  Infidels  iu 

^34‘PM1*5*  Sroffe  notorious  finnes,  without  any  fhame  or  for- 
1 ’ * row  for  them,  or  any  warre  againft  them , endeavor 

ring 
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ring  not  to  (t ) grow  better  than  they  are . 

For  the  fecond  part  of  the  Ob  je&ion ; that  Puritans 
and  Precifians  are  feditious,  factious,  troublefome,  re- 
bellious perfons  and  enemies  both  to  ftate  and  govern- 
ment : and  that  this  onely  is  the  caufe  why  they  are  fo 
much  hated,  perfccuted,  reviled.  I anfwer,  that  this  is 
an  ancient  fcandall  which  hath  beene  alwayes  laid  up- 
on the  choyceil  Saints  of  God  from  age  to  age;  where- 
fore we  may  the  leffe  wonder  at  it  now.  For  did  not 
(d)  'Pharaoh  long  agoeythus  cenjure  Lfrlofes  and  *sfarony 
and  thereupon  drove  them  out  of  his  prefence  as  faSlious 
perfons  who  did  let  the  people  from  their  workey  and  flirre 
them  up  to  mutinie  ? Did  not  ( e)King  zsfhab  acctife  the 
holy  Prophet  Sliijah  as  a trottbler  of  Ifrael , when  as  it 
"was  onely  himfelfe  and  his  fathers  houfe  that  did  dif quiet 
it  ? and  (f)  did  he  not  hate  and  imprifon  the  good  Prophet 
^dMicaiah  as  an  enemie  to  him  and  his  proceedings , be- 
caufe  he  always  prophecied  truth  unto  him  , and  would 
not  flatter  him  in  his  ungodly  courfes  and  humours  ? Did 
not  that  wicked  {g)  favourite  Human  , accufe  the  whole 
Ration  of  the  Iewes  to  King  Ahafuerusythat  their  lawes 
Were  diverfefrom  all  people , that  they  kept  not  the  Kings 
lawes , and  that  it  was  not  for  the  Kings  profit  to  fujfer 
them-y  and  thereupon  procure  the  Kings  Letters  to  the 
Lieutenants  anl  Cjovemours  of  the  people  , that  they 
might  be  defrayed ? Did  not  (h)  Rehum  and  Shim^hai 
write  letter s to  King  isfxtaxerxps  Xgainft  Hieruralenu 
of  purpofe  to  hinder  the  building  of  it  out  of  their  malice 
so  the  pious  Iewes  : that  it  was  a rebellious  and  a bad  Ci - 
tie,  and  hurtfull  unto  Kings  and  provinces  , and  that 
they  had  moved  fedition  of  old  time  in  the  middefl  thereof \ 
for  which  caufe  it  was  deflroyed  : informing  the  King 
with  all,  that  if  the  walls  thereof  were  fet  up  againe  , they 
would  not  then  pay  toll,  tribute  and  cufiome y and  fo  the 
Kings  revenue  fbould  be  endammagedland  did  not  * San - 
ballat  fend  his  fervant  to  Nehemiah  with  an  open  letter 
in  his  hand , wherein  it  was  written ; it  is  reported  among 
LMmmm m 3 the 
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the  heathen  ,and  Cjajbmu  / atth  it  ,t  hat  thou  and  the  lewes 
thmke  to  rebell , for  which  caufe  thou  buildtft  the  wall , 
that  thoH  maift  be  their  King?&c.  Was  not  the  Prophet 
(i)  leremy  perfecttted  and  imprifoned  by  the  high  rPneftt 
the  Princes  and  all  the  people , for  a man  of  ftrij  e and  con* 
tention  to  the  whole  earth  5 as  a profejfed  enemie  both  to 
the  King,  the  State , and  all  the  people,  for  no  other  cattfe 
but  this, that  he  faithfully  delivered  thoje  dijp  leafing  mef- 
fages  which  God  enjoy  ned  hirru  to  proclaims  again  ft  them 
for  their  ftnnes  t Did  not  (k^)  zsfmaz.iah  the  7' tie  ft  of 
'Bethel  accufe  the  Trophet  rAmos  to  King  leroboam,for 
conffiring  againft  him  in  the  middeft  of  the  houfe  offra- 
el,  and  that  the  land  was  not  able  to  beare  his  words  ? 
Which  fcandalons  accu'ation  not  lucceding  did  hee  not 
thereupon  advife  him,  to  fee  into  the  land  of  Iudah,  and 
to  eate  bread  and  prophecie  there  ; charging  him  like  an 
Spifcopall  controller , not  to  prophecie  any  more  at  Bethel , 
for  it  was  the  Kings  Chappell , and  the  Kings  (fourt , 
where  he  would  have  no  faith'u  1 Prophets  y no  truth- 
telling  finne-rebuking  C aplaines  come  who  knew 
not  how  to  flatter.  Did  not  ( l )the governonrs  who  con - 
Jpired  together  againft  the  Brophet  Daniel , put  in  this 
information  again (}  him  to  King  Darius,  that  he  neither 
regarded  him  nor  his  decree  which  hee  had  fignedi  accu- 
fing  him  of  di  obedience  faftion  and  opposition  to  his 
lawes  androyall  authority?  Yea  was  nor  one  blejfed Sa- 
viour him'elfe,  thottgkhe  (m)  payed  tribute  to  Cxfar, in- 
joy ning  all  his  follower  s,(n)  to  give  unto  Qafar  the  things 
that  were  Cafars  i being  as  free  from  all  (edition  or  re- 
bellion againft  Princes  as  from  all  other  ft  nies;  accused, 
condemned  as  a feditious  Anti-monarchxali  perlon ? 
Did  not  the  (0)  whole  multitude  of  the  people  with  the 
chief e Priefts  and  Scribes  accuse  him  before  Pilate , fay- 
ing ; We  found  this  fellow  perverting  the  Nation, and  for- 
bidding to  give  tribute  to  C*rar>  fajing>  that  he  himfelfe 
was  Chrift  a King  ? and  did  not  they  thereupon  cry  out 
againft  Pilate  when  as  he  fought  to  have  releafed  him->. 
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fajingjfthopi  let  this  man  goe, thou  art  not  Qafars  friend 
jfar  hefpeaketh  agatnft  Qafar  ? And  if  our  moil  innocent 
Saviour  were  burthened  with  theie  moft  faiie  and  fcan- 
dalous  reproaches  of  (edition,  fa  ftion,treafon  and  rebel- 
lion againft  C*far  > no  wonder  if*  none  of  all  hie  follow- 
ers can  be  exempted  from  cheie  ca’umnies  : (p)  For  if 
they  have  thus  falfely  called  the  M after  of  the  houfe  Bel- 
z,ebub}  how  much  more  will  they  jhle  thofe  of  hie  houftoold 
fo  ? the  ‘Difciple  not  being  above  his  (J^fafter  , nor  the 
fervant  above  his  Lord  ; as  himfelfe  doth  argue  in  this 
very  cafe.  To  confirms  this  further  by  fome  other 
pregnant  examples.  Was  not  (<})  St.  Paul  himfelfe , 
together  with  all  the  Oifciples  and  beleeving  fhrijhans 
both  at  "Philippi  and  Thefalonica  , accufed  by  the  lewes 
and  other  lewd  companions , as  men  who  did  exceedingly 
trouble  the  fit  ty , and  teaching  new  cuftomes  which  it  w.is 
not  law  full for  men  either  to  receive  or  obferve  t that  did 
all  contrary  to  the  decrees  of  (f afar , and  that  they  had  tur- 
ned the  whole  world  upfide-downe  jnfomuch  that  ( r ) their 
fcEl  was  every  where  jpoken  againfi  ? Did  not  the  lewes 
cry  out  again ft  this  moft  laborious  *sfpoftle  St.  Paul , fay- 
ing ( f)  ten  and  brethren  helpe  ; this  is  the  man  that t 
teacheth  all  men  every  where  again  ft  the  people  and  the 
law  and  this  place , and  hath  likewifc  defiled  this  holy 
place  ; and  did  not  all  the  people  thereupon  lay  violent 
hands  upon  him-t,  intending  to  put  hints  to  death  , as  a 
moft  feditious factious  perfon.  Yea  did  not  (t)  Tertullus 
the  Iewifh  Orator , accufehirru  before  Felix, and  the  high 
Priefts  & Pharifees  traduce  him  before  F eft  us  for  a pefti * 
lent  fellow, a mover  of  [edition  among  all  the  lews  through- 
out the  world  a ringleader  of  the  feEl  of  the  Nazarens? 

And  ^et  who  fo  free  from  fedirion,faflion,  rebellion  or 
difeord.  as  this  moft  Welled  Apoftle;  who  commandeth 
(u)  every  foule  to  be  fubjeEt  to  the  higher  powers:  { x)  to 
obey  thofe  who  have  the  rule  over  them-, , and  to  fubmit 
unto  the*ru  even  out  of  confcience  fak"?(y)  who  exhorts 
all  men  to  make  /applications,  prayers  , inter  ceffions  and 
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z EpheP.4.  j.  thanksgivings  for  Kings  and  all  that  are  in  authority  : to 

6t ! 7*  (* ) k$c?e  t^e  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  : to 


to  18.  & c.  (b)blaming  the  Corinthians  for  their  ^j/Sw/*0»/.Be(ides 
r d* *7* C<  mpa”  ^is,  doth  uoc  C?>eter  infortncus,  ( c)that  albeit  the 
h Scc^^Cor  Chriflians  in  his  time  had  their  converfation  honefl  a- 
4.  9.  to  15.  * mongthe  Gentiles , fubmittingthemrelves  to  their  (fo^ 
1 Cor.4  8,  to  vernours  , Kings  and  lawful l ordinances  for  the  Lords 
1 *.c.6.?. to  1 1.  fake ; yet  the  Gentiles  were  alwayes  /peaking  a^ainjl  them 


Rev  12. 10.  ment?  To  pafle  by  {d)  many  notable  texts  of  Scripture 
e Vcnrum  eft  which  rattfie  this  notorious  truth ; Doe  not  (e)  TertuU 

urad^Cur1,  lian,(f)  zsfrnobius,  (0)  Latbantius}(h)  Ihfiin  Martyr , 

dum  titulum,  x fj.  . « ..  v“y,  r rn  J . , * 

Ixf*  anguftm-  1 1)  Mmutius  Felix y ^)  St.  Chryfofiome,  with  ( l)  all 

ris  m.'dtatis , Scclefiafticall  Hifiorians , both  ancient  and  moderne  , ex- 
&c.  Propterca  prefly  informe  us,  that  the  primitive  Chrifiians  ( who 
igitur  puMici  were  oft  nicknamed  by  the  ignominious  titles  of  {m)  (fa- 
aniqui.iimpc.  l*l*ans,  Sibyllifts,  Impoftors,  Cjreekes,  Sarmentifij , 
ratoribus  ncq;  Biothonati,Magiti*ns,(n)IoanMtcs£\\&  the  like, 

vanos,  neque  as  they  are  now  derided  under  the  names  of  Puritans 
mentientes,  and  P red  fans ) though  they  were  never  detected  of  any 
neque  temcra-  treafon,  rebellion,  mutinie , or  fedition  whatfoever  ( the 
dicunt°n&r  cafeof  thofe  whorru  men  file  Puritans  and  Precijianj 
^ipojogU  *dv.  GentesyTem.i.  {.673.  to  <8  f . f Advcrf.Gentcs  1. 1 ,i,  ?.  g Dc  Iuftiti* 
1 1.8c  9.  6 Apologia  1. 8c  z.pro  Chriftianis.  i Octavius,paflim.  Hom.i  ?.  in  cap. 
ij.ad  Romanos  Tom.*  Col.n  f A I EufcbiusEccld.Hift.I.7*c.  1014,  Niccphorus 
Calliftus,  tcclefiatl.  Hift.l.6.c.$.to  8.  Centuriac  Magd.s. Col  419,410.  Ccnturia  4. 
CoI.io,n,i  ii,?  14.  Baroniusand  Spondanus,Annalcs  Ecclef.  Anno  Chrifti  9.fc&. 
i,i4.A  M6.C2.An.66.£3,An.94.C  wAn.98.fa .An.  loo.fa.An.too.C*.  An.202.r2jj. 
An. 2oj  f.j.An.27?Wj,2.An.2S3  f.if,  An.t  $8X3.  An  *86.  f.4.  Mr.Fox  Bookc  of 
Martyr?,  1 6 10  p.4i,483^o.  AntoniniC_hron.pars  i.Tit.4,6,7.  See  Hietom.Epift.63. 
cap.?,4.  m NicephorusCalliftus.Eccl.Hift.l,io.cap4.pag  cap.20.pag.571. 

Ongen  contra  Gefum  lib.f  Bibl.  Patrum  Tom  1 • p.  188.  H.  fcrtullian.  Apologia 
adverCGcntesc.fo  Hierom.Epift.  to.ad  Furian^c.x.  Arnobiuslib.i  contra  Gentes, 
and  Baroniusand  Spondanusqua  I.  n Socrates Scholaft,lAc*4,f,i6.  Towhichl 
might  adde  the  name  of  Lollard* 
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now  :)  jet  they  were  alwayes  flandered,accufed, traduced,  * Centur.Mag* 
perfecuted  as  refrattory , feditious,  factious,  mutineers ; 
as  enemies  and  rebels  to  the  Emperours  and  Cjovernours  £icf.Hift.l.  i ,c. 
under  which  they  lived j and  as  the  authors  of  alt  the  mif-  t0.l.i.c  n,z  j 
chief  es  and  troubles  that  hapned  in  the  world ; by  which  ThcodoretEc* 
falfe  pefiilent  frggeftions  in  theeares  of  princes,  continu-  cl.Htft.l.i.c.  o 
all  bloody  perfections  wereraifed  up  a^ainfi  thefe  inno-  cj^f  2#c, 
cent  lamb  es, who  had  no  other  offenfive  or  cLefenfive  armes , x x # ^aronjus 
but  prayers  andteares  : and  doe  not  the  Century -tAu-  & Spndanu* 
thors  thence  conclude  eve  for  our  prefcnt  times -y( o )So-  Anno  * z?S.u 
lenne  eft  ut  Chriflianis  crimina  feditionis,blafphemU,  et  • 

lefamajeftatis  a perfecutoribus  affngantur , quibus  ta - Vpondanu* 

mennonfunt  obnoxij  ? Doe  we  not  likewife  reade,  that  An$62.f.i8. 

(p ) csfihanafius,  ( q)  Bafil,  (r)  Nazianz,cn,  (f)  Chry - r See  Oratio 
foftome,  with  fundry  other  ancient finne-reproving, error-  dc  Vita  Gre- 
confuting  'Bifbops  were  accufed  of  faction  and  [edition  for  8°*'.*  ^aziaa* 
tppopng  the  finnes  and  vices  of  the  times  ? and  was  not  to  hisworkes. 
our  owne  worthy  ( t)Bijbop  Latimer , with  other  pi-  /'Socrates  Ec- 
ous  Martyrs,  accufed,  fandered  as  raifers  of  fedition , clef.HiftlAc. 
as  factious,  turbulent , and  feditious  perfons  , by  thofe  4>5>T^.Sozo* 
whofe  finnes  and errours  they  reproved,  and  that  even  tn  menI.8.c.zo. 
good  King  Sdward  the  6 Jo  is  dayes  ? Survey  wee  all  the  An.598.feft! 
Fathers,  all  Ecclefiafticall  Stories,  we  fhall  finde  poore  1 9.  An.404. 
innocent  peaceable  harmelefle  confcionable  Chriftians  f.5 
in  all  times  and  places,  malicioufly  (laundered  with  the  c Sc<r  BP* 
crimes  of  fedition,  fadion,  rebellion,  difobedience  to  before 

Princes  and  their  !awe$,  of  purpofe  to  make  them  odi-  King  Edward, 
oiis  both  to  Prince  and  people,  even  without  a caufe ; and  his  4.Ser* 
(u)  they  being  but  as  lambes  in  the  very  midfl  of  wolves.  inon  on  the 
And  is  it  any  wonder  then,  that  Puritans  and  Precifians 
fhould  luffer  the  very  felfelame  calumnies  now  ? Alas  AndBlnfop* 
what  powder  treafons  , (x)  what  conffiracies  have  Hoopers  Apo- 
thefe  poore  Play-condemning  Puritans  and  Precifians  logietoQH. 
hatched  againft:  King  or  State?  what  rebellions  have 
they  raifed:  what  publike  upwes  have  they  ever  cau-  “jnccftusfJm 

cur  nonrequirant?inDcosctCaefarisaliquid  cemmicto,  cur  non  habeoquopurger? 

Ttrtull.a.iverJ .Gent( s *,4. 
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fence  of  the 
Way, cap.  6 5c 
Dr.  Craken- 
thorpe  his  De- 
fence of  Con- 
flantine,  and 


Seethe  pray-  led  from  the  beginning  of  reformation  till  this  prefent  ? 
cr  upon  the  Vvhat  treacheries,  what  mutinies  are  they  guilty  of, that 
of  No-  they  are  thus  condemned  , as  if  they  were  as  bad  or 
Iobn "white*  worfethan  Tapifis,  Triejls or  Jefuites  , (for  (o  fomc 
his  Sermon  at  adirm^;)  rvhofe  (y)  very  faith  is  faction  , whofc  doCtnne 
Panics  Croffe,  rebellion , and  their  prattife  Treafon  ? Certainly  were 
March  m.  thefe  whom  the  difT blutenefle  of  the  times  now  brand 

161?.  ,s  c-  for  Puritans  and  Precifians,  though  every  way  confor- 
mable to  our  Churches  difeipline  , fuch  rebels  , fadi- 
onifts,  mutineers, difobedient  antimonarchicall  perfons 
as  the  world  conceives  them,  as  Papifts,  Priefts,  Iefu- 
ites,prophane  & diifoluce  companions  proclaim  the  for 
hTs  Treatifc  of  to  be,we  fhould  have  feen zfeme  fruits, experiments  and 
the  Popes  Tem*  (■&)  detections  of  it  ere  this . But  bldfed  be  God,  we  have 
porall  Monar=  heard  of  no  Puritan  treafons,infurredions  or  rebellions 
chyacordingly.  in  ollr  agC.  and  experience  (indefpiteof  fcandall  and 
temu s quomo*  a^  runl0Llrs)  hath  manifefted,  that  thefe  Puritans 
do  proditum  and  Precifians  are  fuch  perfons  as  both  ( a)feare  God 
eft  quod  admit,  and  honour  the  King,  though  they  oppugne  the  corrup- 
tunus?  Fama  tions,  (innes,  profaneffe , and  Popilh  and  Pelagian  Er- 
co  nfd  a eftfee  rors  of  the  times , with  all  fuch  fadious  Innovators, 
ic  wm  Chrifti=  who  either  broach  new  herelies  and  fuperftitions , or 
anorura , hanc  revive  olde.  As  for  their  loyalty  to  their  Prince , his 
iudieem  aJver  power  and  prerogative,  it  is  fo  apparant , that  howe- 
fus  nos  profer  ver  pap£(ts  and  perlons  popiOily  aflfeded,(£)  now  flan - 
atfquandcTia*  ^ r *^em  as  eiiemies  to  Monarchic  and  Princes  Preroga- 
ftavit,  tantoq-,  *ives  in  words, (to  (i c)take  off  this  merited  imputation  from 
fpacio  in  opi.  themfelves ) yet  they  b’ame  them  even  under  the  very 
nionem  cono-  name  of  Puritztns,  as  over  great  advancers  and  chief eH 
boram,  ufque  patriots  and  propugners  of  Monarchy , of  Princes  fiiore- 
nonTaUm.7  Vr?  in  their  (d)  printed  worses ; none  going  fo  far  re 

*iB,  Apologia  , C4P.7,  vid.  ibid,  a i Pet.  a.  17.  £ Ea  enim  de  cadis,  probis  et  pud  ids  fm- 
gitisquas  fieri  non  crederimas,  nifidevobis  probaretis.  Mwvcitts  Felix  Odxuius  p.91. 
Voce  negant  quod  liceris  confitentur.  llitrom  Epifl.7%-p»  c HU  utconvicia 
infikntiam  rnitterentfua  viratninfarnarc  coaati  funt  alienam.  Etcumpoflent  ipfi 
ab  iAoocencibus  argui , innocentes  argucre  {luducrunt , mittentes  ubique  Iiteras 
Hvoredi&unteconfcripras.  OgtatM  odnerfm  Par  min*  d Sec  the  Anfvvef 


Pa  r.t.  i . Hijtrio-Mafiix. 

in  fupprefiing  the  Popes  ufurped  Authority  , or  enlar- 
ging the  Kings  and  temporal  Magiftrates  preroga- 
tives and  fupremacy  as  they  , as  even  the  iefuite 
in  his  zAnfwer  to  Dens  et  Rex  , hath  proclaimed  urit» 
all  the  world.  Let  therefore  the  Moguntine  ieiuites 
Cont^en  dilciples,  (following  the  dejperate plot  of  their 
CAtafter,  to  cheat  a Prate ftant  Church  of  her  religion , 
and  to  ferae  in  Popery  into  it  by  degrees  without  noyfe  or 
tumult y by  raifing  [ launders  upon  the  DoElrincs  and  per - 
fons  of  the  mo  ft  zealous  P rot  eft  ant  UWin  inters  and  rP  ro- 
te ft  ants,  to  bring  thcm~>  into  the  Princes , ( e)  and  peoples 
hatred,  and  thru  ft  therru  out  of  office)  accufe  Puritans  of 
fa&ion,fedition  and  rebellion  now,  (f)  without  any 
ground  or  proofe  at  all  as  the  Pagans  did  the  Chriftians 
long  agoe : or  let  the  Epicures  and  prophane  ones  of 
our  voluptuous  times  repute  them  fuch , becaufe  they 
(g)  wagcwarre  again  ft  their  (innes  and  finfull  fleafur  es  : 
yet  now  upon  the  ferious  consideration  of  all  thefe  pre- 
mifes , I hope  their  confciences  will  acquit  them  of 
thefe  malicious  (launders,  and  readily  fublcribe  to  this 
apparant  truth,  that  they  are  the  holieft,  meekeft,  and 
mod  zealous  Chriftians,  and  that  they  are  onely  hated 
and  reviled  for  their  goodneffe.  Since  therefore  thefe 
Play-cen hiring  conformable  Puritans  and  Precifiansin 
their  proper  colours  (uncafed  of  thefe  odious  perfecu- 
ted  termes  offcandall,  which  represent  them  to  mens  fan - 
fies  in  a moft  ugly  forme  ;(*  Jthere  being  never  poore  perfe - 
eated  word,  ftnee  malice  againft  Godfrft  fei^ed  upon  the 
damned  Angels,  and  the  graces  of  heaven  dwelt  in  the 
heart  of  man,  that  paffied  through  the  mouthes  of  all  forts 
of  unregenerate  men  with  more  diftaftfulnejfe  andgnaffi- 
ing  of  teeth, than  the  name  ofVv  R I tan  doth  at  this  day: 
which  notwit hftandmg  as  it  is  now  commonly  meant , and 
ordinarily  proceedes  fronts  the  jpleene  and  Jpirit  of  pro - 
phaneffie  and  good  fellowjhippe , is  an  honourable  nicke- 
name  of  Chriflianity  and  grace  5 as  a worthy  reve- 
rend Divine  oblerves: ) are  the  very  eminenteflchoi- 
Nnnnn  1 ceil 
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^Pracftatcnim  ceft,  and  moft  gracious  forward  Chriftians , let  us  not 
paucis  bonis  tbj,ike  the  better,  (\)  but  farre  worfe  of  Stuge-playes , 
omn«U,S  ™uam  bccau  fe  they  all  abominate,  condemns  them , as  all  good 
cum  multis  Chriftians  have  done  before  them : and  if  any  have  thus 
malis  adverfus  perfecuted,  hated,  or  reviled  them  out  of  ignorance  or 
paucos  pugna  malice  heretofore,  let  them  heartily  bewaile  it, and  give 
nt  ovcr  novvj  (7 ) becapifc  it  is  not  onely  a kinde  of facr  Hedge, 

nes  f.^n,  but  even  an  high  indignity  and  affront  to  God  himfelfe, 
l Sacrilcgii  to  hate,  to  flattnder ,p erj e cute  or  wrong  his  fervants,  efpe» 
quippe  genus  dally  for  controlling  hs  in  otir  delights  of  ftnne  , of  which 
cuho^ej^  slcut  conflanth  condemned  Stztge-playes  are  the  chiefs, 

coin,  fervos  And  f°r  a dole  °f  this  Ob/c<ftion  , and  Scene  together, 
noftrosqui{pi=  fct  us  all  remember  that  worthy  lenten ce  of  St.  Hie* 
am  cacdat,  nos  rom  : (m)  <ss4pud  Chriftianos  ,ut  ait  quidam,  non  qui  pa - 
in  fervorwm  no  tit  nr , fed  qui  facit  contumeliam,  mifer  eft : and  then 
inbriami ct  fi  ^efc  mahcious  calumnies  againft  Puritans  and  Precifi- 
a quoquam  ans  will  quickly  vanilh. 

lius  verbercturalicnus,  in  fupplicio  filii  pietas  paternatorquetur:  ita  et  cum  lervus 
Dei  a quoquam  Iaeditur,maieftasdivina  violatur,  dicente  idipfum  Apoftolis  fuis  Do« 
ftiino:  Qui  vosrccipit.merecipitjet  qui  vosfpernir,mc  fpernir.  BenignifTimus  fcilicet 
acpiiflimusDominuscommuncmfibicum  ferns  fuis  et  honorem  fimul  et  contumc* 
liam  facit,  nequis  cum  lasdcret  Dei  fervum,hominem  tantum  a fc  lajdi  arbitrarcturj 
cum  abfque dubio  iniuriisfervorum  dominicorum  Dei  admifeeretur  iniuria,  teftante 
id  fuis  Deo  aflfe&u  indulgentitfimo,  in  hunc  modunr  Quoniam  qui  vos  tangit,  quafi 
qui  tangit  pupillamoeuli  mei.Ad  exprimendam teneritudinis  pietatisfuae,tencrrimam 
partem  humani  corporis  nominavit,utapertiflimeintelli®ercmus,  Dcumtam  parva 
jan£omm  faorumcontumelia  Ia?di,  quam  parvi  verberis  ta&us  humani  vifus  acics 
lxdtrct\ir,SaluUntDt  GubernJDei  U.p.i $6,  m Epilk? 7.  p.$oi. 


Chorv  s. 

YOV  have  feene  now  Chriftian  Readers,  the  feverall 
arguments  and  Authorities  againft  Stage-playes , 
<4Pgether  with  the  flender  Apologies  for  them,  which 

how 
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how  poore, how  illiterate  and  weake  they  are,  the  ve- 
ry m.aneft  capacity  may  at  firft  difceme.  ( y ) Ibefeech 
you  therefore  by  the  very  mercies  of  God , as  you  tender 
theglorieof  Almighry  God;  the  honour  and  credit  of 
religion;  the  happmeiTe  and  fafety  both  of  Church  and 
State ; the  ferious  covenant  you  have  made  to  God  in 
baptifiiK;  (*.)  to  for  fake  the  rDivetl  and,  all  his  worses ,the 
pompes  and  vanities  of  this  wicked  world , with  ad  the  fin - 
fullluflsofthe  flefb ; whereof  Stage-playes  certainly  are 
not  the  leaf:  as  you  regard  that  folemne  (fonfejfion  you 
have  publikely  made  to  God,  and  ratified  in  the  very 
facred  blood  of  the  Lord  Iefus  Chrifl:,  at  every  recei- 
ving of  the  Sacrament ; (a)  that  yon  doe  earnetllj  re- 
pent, and  are  heartily  forrie  for  all  your  mif doings ; that 
the  remembrance  qftherrtj  is  grievous  unto  you 5 the  bur- 
then of  them-t  int  oiler  able  \ and  that  you  will  ever  here- 
afterferve  and  plea fe  Godin  newne fie  of  life  , to  the  ho- 
nour and  glory  of  his  name  : (b)  offering  and  prefenting 
unto  the  Lord  your  [elves,  your  foules  and  bodies  to  be  a 
reafynable , holy,  and  lively  facrifee  unto  him : or  as  you 
refpeft  your  owne, or  others  foules  # whom  (c)  your 
evill  examples  may  leade  downe  to  hell:  that  upon  the 
ferious  perufall  of  all  the  premifes  , you  would  now  at 
laftabominate  and  utterly  abandon  Stage-playes,  as  the 
very  fatall  pefts  both  of  your  mindes  and  manners,  and 
the  moft  aefperate  Toothing  enemies  of  your  foules , 
(d )as  all  ages,  all  places  have  found  the  by  experience .Ic 
may  be  Tome  of  you  through  (e ) ignorance  and  incogi- 
tancy  have  formerly  had  good  opinions  and  high 
thoughts  of  Playes  and  Players,  (as  being  altogether  un- 
acquainted with  their  infcrnall  originall  and  mod:  lewd 
cffe&s, which  (/ ) / have hcredtffi lay edto  thefull , and 
that  made  you  To  diligently  to  frequent  them: ) Let  not 
this  then  which  was  only  the  fin  of  ignorancc,oF  weak- 
nefTe  heretofore,  become  rhe  (g)  finne  of  wilfulnefie,or 
preemption  now : buc  as  God  by  thefe  mv  poore  en- 
deavours hath  opened  your  eyes  to  fee,  fo  doe  you  pray 
Nnnnn  j unto 
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unto  him  for  ftrength  and  grace,  to  reforme  your  anci- 
ent errour  in  this  cafe  of  PJayes-  ( h ) Repent  therefor # 
with  teares  of  griefe,  for  what  it  pafl  • and  then  fpeedily 
divorce  your  ielves  from  Playes  and  Theaters  for  time 
to  come;  that  as  your  confciences  upon  the  ferious  per- 
ufali  otall  the  premifes , cannot  but  now  fubferibe  to 
this  ftrange  Paradox,  (as  fome  may  deeme  it)  which  I 
have  here  made  good  : ( i ) That  all  popular  and  com- 
mon Stage-player,  whether  Comical l,  Tragic  all,  Satyri - 
call,  Mimicall,  or  mtxt  of  either:  ^e  Specially  as  they  are 
now  compiled  and  perfonated  among  us ) are  fuch  fm full , 
hurtfull , pernicious  recreations  , as  are  altogether  un- 
feemelj  , yea  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians : fo  the  lives 
and  pra&ife  likewile  may  fay  zsfmen  unto  it.  So  fhall 
youthen  obtaine  the  intended  benefit,  and  I my  felfe 
enjoy  the  much-defired  end  of thefe  my  weake  Endea- 
vours, which  was,  which  is  no  other,  but  Gods 
owne  glory,  your  temporall  and  eternall  happi- 
neffe,  and  the  Republickes  welfare  : For 
which  as  I have  hitherto  laboured,  fo 
I fhall  now  by  Gods  afliftance 
proceede  to  endeavour  it  in 
the  enfuing  part  of  this 
Play-fcourging  Dif- 
courfe;  wchnow 
craves  your  fa- 
vour and  at- 
tention 
too. 

* * * * 

* * * 
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IF  then  all  popular  Stage-playes,  6ee  thusfinfkll 
hurtfull,  execrable,  unfecmly,  unlawfull  unto 
Chriftians,as  1 have  at  large  evinced  in  the  prece- 
dent part  of  this  my  Hiftrio-maftnt,  I foall  thence 
inferre  thefe  3.  enfuing  Corollaries  which  neceffarily 
iffue  from  it. 

Fir  ft.  That  the  prof  effort  of  a *?  /ay-poet,  or  the  compo**  I 

fing  of  Comedies,  T rage  dies  or  fucb  like  *P Ufesfor  pub- 
like  T layers  or  Play-konfc  s,  is  altogether  infamous  and 
unlawfull. 

^ Secondly , That  the  very  prof  effort  of  a Stage-player } Z 

together  with  the  aiding  of  Playes  and  enter  lades,  either 
in  pub  like  theaters  or  private  houfes  « is  infamous  3 Scan* 
dahns^  and  now  ayes  law  full  unto  Chrittians. 

Thirdly : That  it  is  an  infamous  fhamefuU, and unlaw » ^ 

full  prafhfefor  Chrtflians  to  be  either  Ifeftators  orfre - 
Renters  of  Playes  or  Play-houfes. 

In  briefe ; the  very  penning,acfting  and  beholding  of 
Stage- playes,  are  infamous,  unfeemly,  unlawfull  unto 
Chriftia^s,  fince  Playes  themfelves  are  fb* 

To  begin  with  the  firft  of  thefejl  fhall  for  the  better 
O o o o o clearing 
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clearing  of  its  truth  and  the  avoyding  of  all  fniftakcs, 
molt  willingly  acknowledge. 

COSponte  fua  Fir  ft, that  as  Poetrey  it  felte  is  an  excellent  endowmer, 

rosven-ebaT^d  P^ulicr  fome  by  (*)*ki»Aof',titmra!l  Geninfo  it 
aptoc,Et  quod  1$  like  wife  lawful!,  yea  Kb)  nfefnll and  commendable  a- 
tentnbam  feri*  mong  Cbriftians ,if  righly  ufed  : as  notonely  the  divine 
bere  verfus  erat  hymmes  recorded  in  Scripture , together  with  the  fa- 
?t^>eTr\oUm* mous  ancient  Poems  of  T^erinllian,  Arator . Apollma- 
^Carmine  dii  ds97fy*Janzen,Trudentitu  fProJper, andother  Chrifti- 
fiiperi  placan-  an  worthies, with  the  moderneDifaques  ofTtubartas, 
tur,  carmine  Beza,  Scaliger  Bncanon , Heinfius,  Withars } Hall , 
manes  Horae.  Q varies,  cur  late  Soveraigne  King  James ,with  infinite 
i8i  Gaur’et  c- ocbers  5 hut  hkewife  the  much  applauded  verfes  of  Ho- 
nimvirtus  tc-  ™eri  ‘Bindarus y Virgil , Statius  y Slims  It  aliens,  Lucan , 
ftesfibi  innge-  Claudian y Horace , Itwenall , and  fomc  parts  of  Ovid , 
reMufas,Car-  where  he  is  not  obfcene,mofl  plentifully  evidence; 
mcnamat,quif  w^fe  p0ems  are  both  approved,  read., & highly  mag- 
°f all  learned  Chriftias,who  both,allow  & teach 
cUudiin prsfat.  them  in  their  publike  Schooles.  Yea,  were  not  Poertri& 
itiLtb.^.deUu.  and  Poets  Lawful!,  wemuft  then  rafeout  of  ourBibles. 
dxlus  stUicoms  ^y4Els  17.2S.  1 Cor- 15.3-3.  Tit  ns  1.12, 13.  where  the 
p.t  o^.fce^oW.  fentences  of  AJenander 3Epimenides 3and <ts4ratus , three 
Vu^^lutmrcb  heathen  Poets  are  not  onlyrecited  but  Canonized  too. 
deAuditndis  If  any  delire  any  further  fatisfa&ion  in  this  point 
foeth  lib.  vlnk  which  is  fo  cleave , I ihalf  onely  referre  them  to  Ter  - 
epift,l.7.cpift.9  tulltan  ad  Vxorem  lib*  I .to  St.  Bafil , de  legendis  librts 
Od^e  8Caim*  GensiliHYru  Oratio  : to  TJtcepbortis  Calliflus  Ecclejia- 
c)  See  b.  Alley  ft*c<e  Hifiora  /.  1 Q.c,26.to  the  ancient  & moderne  Com- 
his  poore  man  mecators  on  theie textsjto  GeorgAllej  Bifiop  of  Exeter, 
i.ibrarie.part  bis  poore  mans  Librarie  p art  I.  CAJifeUanea  rPr&le£ho- 
ibl.105, 106,  m$  ^ pag.  1 65*166.  8c  D.Ratnolds  Overthrow  of  Stag • 
pUyes  p*  21,  la.  who  will  abundantly  fatisxie  them  in 
this  poynt.' 

Secondly,,  that  it  is  lawfull  to  compile  a Poeme  in 
1 natureofaTragedie,  or  poericall  Dialogue,  with  {eye- 

rail  a fts  and  parts,  to.addelife  and  Iufter  to  it,  efpeci- 
ally  3 in  Cafe  of  neceflitie  when  as  truth  fliould  elfe  be 

fuf- 
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Suffocated.  Hence  ( d ) T^j-cephorus  and  (fajftodor  re- 
cord of  <ey4poiinaris  the  Elder,  that  being  inhibited  by 
Iulianr^e  Apoflateto  Preach  or  teach  the  Gofpell>or  to  ^Ediditquo- 
traine  the  chrifhans  children  to  learning  and  poetrie , he  ^Hiatus* ' ^ 
thereupon  tran fated  divers  'Bootes  of  Scripture  into  Tra^uoifdtns 
verfe , andcompofed  divers  Tragedies  in  imitation  ofEu-  Pindari  etiatn 
npides,  andfundry  (fomcdtes  and  Lyricke  verfesin  imtta-  Hum  attigit, 
tion  of  Menander  and  P indarns , con  fifing  only  of  divine  zt  con11t^argy- 
arguments  aud  Scripture  (tones  • by  which  he  inftrutled  exJm* 
thofetowhom  he  could  hope  no  liberty  to  Preach  : the  plumtradavit, 
like  did  fjregor]  Naz,ianz>eA  and  others  in  the  Pnmi - vniu'fcuiufque 
five  Church y upon  the  fame  occafion,  having  no  other  £*nmn's  legi- 
meanes  to  dq£end(e)or  propagate  religion  with  appro-  risatqLutfe- 
bation  or  connivance  but  by  fucli  Poems  as  thefe*  Wldirafump- 
Henc z divers  pious  Chriflians  Ukewifein  King  Henry  ta  exdiwmsli- 
the  8.  and  ftfucene  U\fari es  bloudy  raigne , being reftrai-  teris  materia, 
tied  by  Super  tour  Popijb  powers  to  oppofe  received  errors  aigunientiseis 
or  propagate  the  truth  and  Dottrine  of  the  Cj  ojpe/l  in  pub - 
like  Sermons,  or  polemicall  poftiuetreatifes , did  covert-  ponendis,nu- 
ly  vent  and  pub  lift  fundry  truthes  , yea  cenfure  fundry  racrum  Cyeli- 
Errorsyand  interpret  divers  feriptures  in  Rimes ,in Come*  caiumdifcipU' 
dies y Tragedies ,&  Poems  like  to  Playes  under  the  names, 
the  perfons  of  others,  whom  they  brought  in  difeourfng  of  ^orM  e4n^M 
fundry  points  of  true  religion  , which  could  not  eljebee  Ecclefup.  btfU. 
Preachedbut  by  fuch  Poems  as  thefe , which  the  people  C*fm 

gladly  heard  and  read,  and  the  Magi  fir  at  es  and  popift  fodoriu-Tripar- 
Prieftes  conived  at  at  fir  ft  3 till  at  loft  King  Henry  the  8.  Vwd^" 
by  the  ftatute  of  34.  & 3 5.H.  8.  c.  1.  (f)  and  Queene  \ scc 34.5c  3*. 
Marie  by  her  exprejfe  proclamation  in  the  fir  ft  yeare  of  H.S.c.i.M.Fc* 
her  raigne  (which  the  popift  Prelates  did  moftftriftly  hisBookeof 
execute)  Prohibited  the fetting  forth  or  penning  of  any 
fongs ^Playes y Rimes s or  Enter ludes , which  medledwith  ^^sta/llidge 
interpretations  of  Scripture  yContr  ary  to  the  doElrine  efta-  his  exhortato- 
blifted  in  their  raignes . Wherefore  I fhall  here  ap-  riecpiftlca. 

gainft  the 

pompoiuPopifii  BiHiopsofEnglaad.  p.i8,yM»  F^hijbo.ofMartyrs>  p.izSx,  g Sc 
Hen  'St*l6rid%e  his  epifl  p.  1 8,accor<iingly. 

Oooooi 


prove 


sH 


'Sc  Ltwentlami 
ccnfura  hums 
opens,  in 
*n\(M  work*, 
edit  i 57  / .pa. 
869.3c  Coci 
Ccnfura.p.i  i j. 
accordingly. 

* SectSaluHt  dc 
Scriptoribus 

#r4//.ccntur8. 
cap«66.6>#8i. 
99*  i oo. 

3 

4)Sec  Bafit.  De 

Lcgcadislibris 

Gentilium  o- 

ratiG.5c  Nice* 

PhorusiEcckC, 

hift.l.io.c.ij, 

a6. 


/Antuade- 
mens,Vilibus 
in  Iuejisdi&ari 
earmina  malis? 
Seim  l.i. fed. 
lo.fee  herep. 
i7c.m 

].  <4.r « t°-pas 
649.65  o.&1, 

1 5.fcft.7.  P** 
663, * 
tarsus 

4. 


Hipm-Uafiix.  Part.  2 

prove  &'not  condemn, the  ancient  T ngedy  ftiJed  Chri- 
ft  us  pajfus  (h)  falfly  Attributed,  to  Nai.iaitK.eu)  where- 
til  Chnfts  pa, lion  is  elegantly  defeyphered,  together 
W i t h ^ ernardtnus Ochin  his  Tragedy  of  Freewit  ■ Bit  if 
Morney  his  Tragedte  of  Ieptha  fie  daughter  j (i)  Edward 
the  6. h e Comedie de  meretrtce  rB.abtlouica,Iohn  ’Buie  hie 
Comedies  de  Chrtfto  & de  Laz-are  , Skeltons  Comedies 
de  Virtutefte  Magnificeutia,  & debotto  Ordine,  Niche 
laus  GrimoaldusfteArchiprephetx  Tragedia.de. which" 
like  Gefry  fhaucers  & Tierce  the  T lew  mans  tales  and 
Dialogues,  were  penned  only  to  be  {kf  read,  notaded 
theirfubieds  being  al  lerious,facred,di  vine, not  feurri- 
lous  wanton  or  prophan,as  al  modern  Play  poems  are 
Thirdly, as  it  is  lawfull  to  pen,  folikewile  to  recite 
to  readfuch  tragicall  or  comicall  poems  as  thefe  compo- 
sed oncly  to  be  read,  not  aded  on.  the  Stage.’  tMnd  in 
truth  the  Tragedies,  Comedies  and  Play-poems  of  anci- 
ent times  ,asthofe  of  Sophocles  ,Euripedes  .JPLfchylus, Me- 
nander, Seneca,  and  others,  werepnely  read  or  recited 
by  the  Poets  themfelves,  or  feme  others  of  their  ap- 
pointment before  thepeople.not  aded  on  the  Stage  by 
Players.as  now  they  ar  e -,tt  being  a great  difparaeement 

to  Toots  to  have  their  Teems  ailed,  as  (/ ) Horace  (m  ) 
Diodorus  Siculus  and  (n) Quintilian  teftifie.That  the/e 
ancient  Comedies  and  Tragedies  were  rhus  read  or  re- 
cited onely,  not  played  or  aded  on  the  Sta^e,  is  evi- 
dent by  theexpreffe  teftimonies  of  Horace  fSe'rmo- 1 t 
Satyr .^.0-  10, Epift  J.i.Epift.j.& de  Arte  Poctica lib. 
of  I Mien  all,  Satyr. 1,4.  & $.  of  Diodorus  Siculus.  Tibi 
hift  1. 1 4./^.  1 1 o./>.<S4<J,  '5  o . of  Tint  arch,  de  tsfudien- 
dis  Poetis  lib.  of  Plinie : Epift.l.t.  Epijh  ly. Epift. l.i 
Epift.  10./, j.  Epiftn^.il.l.^Epifl.^  1.7.  Eoi/.iy.ig 
Epift.  1 1 .1. 9.  Epi  l . 1 7 .Of Suetonius  in  his  O Ramus  fed. 
89.  Ot  Quintilian  de  Oratoribus  Dialegus:  r.fi.j  4.of 
Polyior  Virgil, de  Invent,  rerum , l.$.c"t  ? . o(  Scalioer 
Toeticis  l.t.c.  7.  of  Dr.  Reinolds . in  his  Overthrow  of 
Stageplayesp.il,  of  Tulengerus  de  Theatrc.l.t.c.i.p. 

339 
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339.  A.B .with  (ttndry  other f,who  all  give  teftimony  vo 
this  truth-  Which  cakes  of  one  grand  obietftion  that 
Piayers.and  Play-poets  make  to  iuftifie  the  Acfting,and 
penning  of Stage-playes  ; that  many  good  men  have 
compiled Piayes and  Tragedies  in  former  times,  of 
purpofe  that  they  might  be  a fled  on  the  Theatre;  when 
as  in  truth  chefe  Playes  of  theirs  were  never  afled  buo 
recited onely, they  being compofed  for  Readers,  not 
Spectators  ftor  private  ftudies,not  publike  Piayhoufes, 
as  our  prefcnt  Stageplayesare. 

The  foleeontrovcrfie  then  is  this ; Not  whether  it  bee 
(imply  unUwfull  to  penne  a Poem  in  nature  of  a Trage- 
die  or  Comedie,  which  may  be  done  without  offence, 
in  cafe  it  be  pious  , ferious , good  and  profitable  ; not 
wanton  amorous,  obfcene,  Prophane,  or  heathenifh, 
as  moft  Playes  are  now  : but,  whether  the  profejfion  of 
a Playhoufe-'Toet , or  the  penning  of  Playes  for  pub- 
like  or  private  7 heaters , be  warrantable  or  lawfull ? And 
for  my  owne  particular  opinion,  I hold  it  altogether  un- 
lawful!, for  tbefe  enfuing  reafons* 

Fir  ft,  to  be  an  inventer , a contriver  of  evil  l,  fcanda-  1 
lous,  unprofitable  or  noxious  things,  is  certainely  un- 
lawful! unto  Chriftians:  witnefle^ aw.  1.30,3 1.  Pfal. 

31.6.  Ecclef:  7.  29.  Prov.  14.  21  c,  24.8.  and  Ifay.^^.z. 

But  Stage-play es  fas  I have  (0)  already  rnanifefted  at0  $eepart  1. 
Iarg)are  evil/candaloiiSjUnprof table, noxious  paftimes  Ad  tf.fcene  r» 
yea  intolerable  mifeheifes  both  in  a Church  or  State. ro  lo Adz 
Therefore  the  inventing  and  contriving  ©f  them  muft  fccnc 
certainely  be  unlawfull. 

Secondly  r to  be  a compiler , an  Author  of  the  cer-  2 

taine,  the  common  occasions  ofmuch  wickednefle,  fin 
and  lewdneffe,can  be  no  wayes  warrantable  or  lawfull.* 
as  is  evident  by  by  the  1 Thef  5.22.  2 Sam.  1 2.14.  and  p $eepart  u 
Pom. r^o.But  Stage  playes  as  thef  p'premijes  reflifie ) AcrAfcene  u 
are  the  certaine,the  common  occafions  of  much  wick-  to  20. 
edneffe,  vice  and  lewdntfle  iTea  Play-poets  and  Play - # Devastate 
poems  if  (cf)  Cornelius  ^grippa  may  be  credited,  are  fientiarUDCJ«ca 
Go 000  1 th* 
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the  verygreateft  entifements  to  all  lecherie  ^bauderie  ,vice 
and  It  wane  fie : Vnde  Foet&  inter  /entries  principatxm  fal 
ale  ob  tinner  tint, quo  [fits  lafctms  rttbmts  aliyfq^f absslts  ac 
amatory s bncoltcus,pr<tceptiunctiLis,  conudyfquc  ex petti- 
tiffimts  Veneris  armary  s deprompt  is  la  feints  car  minibus 
lenoctmo  funSla,  pndiettiam  omncmjubuertit , ac  adole - 
feentia  bonam  indolent , morefqne  ctrrumpit.  Therefore 
to  be  an  Author, a compiler  of  Stageplayes,  can  bee  no 
wayes  warrantable  or  law  full  unto  Chriftians. 

.T  hirdly  •»  To  foment  men  in  their  fames  and  finfafl 
oouf  fes> to  uphold' rhenfcin  their  ungodly  profeflions, 
is  without  ail  icriipie  finfail  and  unlawftll  • wltncffc  I 
S Tim  s 2*.  Hab.i.is>i6.  Eztechti^.  13,19,20*  But 


thqpi  ; •ig'ol  Piayres  for  Play-houfes,  foments  men  in 
n See  part.  1,  (Jicir  fames  & iinfali  conrles;  (*}It  foftereth  the  fp'e&a- 
AdASccnes.  tors;  . ; ' vuefle,  vanity,  wantonefic , ribaldry, 

Sj3-4*5*&c*  prodiga  cdnefle5and  the  iike ; it  drawes  them  on 


to  many  < : er  (innes,  which  elie  they  might  efehewe.* 
It  fuppprts  all  publike  Adlbrs  in  their  gracelcs,  infa- 
mous,ungod lewdprofeffion  ofA&ing,  and  others 


9 Se  Gotten  kis  ^u^eir  hnfull  praftiic  of  beholding  Stage-playes:  if  j 
PlayescoRfut*  there  were  no  new  Play  es  toad  or  fee,  all  Players , all 
cd  Artie. i.&4.  Play-haunters  would  quickly  vani£h,tbe  Play-poet  be- 
&.cbryfoflMo . jng  thef  0 )prime  mover  in  this  infernal  fphere  ©f  lewd- 
5,111  iieife.  Therefore  the  penning  of  Playcs  for  Play-houfes,  ' 

4 is  without  all  queftion  very  unlawful!. 
t s^Part,I4*  Fourthly  to  be  a profelTed  fa&or  for  the  Devil!  and 
1 Sec  part. i«  inftruments  > t0  maintaine  hisf/^pomps  & vanities  1 

Ad. i*z. 5c  4.  which  we  have  all  renounced  in  Baptifme,is  finfull  and  ;; 

/■  See  part  1.  abominable : as  the  i 8,10.  1 Ioh.^S.  Ephefa. 
4t.ro6a.ad.^  i,2.c«5.i  i.&  7^*8. 44. infalliblie evidence.  Eut  Stage-  1 
feene  x 2. & ad  poetJ  are  profe(fed  fattors  for  the  Devill  and  his  inftrn- 


accor<iing]yf  now  as  well  as  heretof  ore)  and  they  maintaine  f yea  forge 
& Bulengcrus  and  pen ) the  very  pompes  and  workes  of  the  Divdl  \ 
^!rC°  50ma  which  we  have  all  renouced  in  Baptifmejforl  have  in-  * 
4 ^ feUiblte  proved  (V)StagepIays(which  they  fo ferioftfly 

compile^ 
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compile ) to  be  the  Devills  pomps  which  wee  protefi  a- 
gatnft  in  'Baptifme : Therefore  the  profclTion  of  a Play* 
poet  even  in  this  refpe<ft,is  finfull  and  abominable. 

Fifrly  for  men  tcJ  waft  their  wits  5 their  parts  and  ^ 
precious  time  (with  which  they  might  and  ought  to 
doe  God  and  men  good  fervice)  on  amorous , filthy, 
wanton,  ridiculous , value,  prophanc  , unprofitable, 
fubie&s,  which  tend  not  to  Gods  glorie , to  the  good 
of  men,  or  the  peace  and  comfort  of  their  owne  foules 
at  laft ; is  altogether  unlawfully  fee 
Ffat.4.2.  1 Sam.  12.21.  2 Cor. 5. J5.  Rom.  n.  1,2.  1 
Cor. 6,io. & 104^1,32,33.  Ecclef.5.16.  Luk*l*74>J5. 

2 Pet.  1. 1 o,  1 1 , 1 2.  for  proofe  of  this  propofitiom ) But 
thole  who  penne  Playes  for  the  Stage  ; doe  waft  their 
wits,  their  parts  and  precious  time. (with  which  they 
ought  to  do  God  & men  good  iervi cc)on  (f)amarcnsy  / Secpart  1. 
pithy,  wanton 3 ridiculous , vaine,  prophane , unprofitable,  $•  through 

fyea  fometimes  on  atheifticall[bUfphemous,faGrilegi~  01U* 
ons , diabolically detefi able ) fubie&s,  (for  fiuch  for  the 
moft  part,  are  all  our  modern e Playes  ) which  tend  not 
to  Gods  honor  (t)but  to  his  great  dijbonour , and  the  De- 
vils advantage:  which  bring  no  good  at  all , but  exceeding 
much  hurt  and  mifcheife  unto  others .-and  no  comfort* 
no  peace,  but  horror  and  vexation  onelyto  the  foules 
of  their  compofers,  who  have  oft  beenefo  terrified 
with  the  fad  confideration  of  thole  infinite  horidfinnes 
which  their  Stage-playes  have  produced  both  .in  them - 
[elves  and  others,  that  it  hath  almofi  driven  thents  to  de - 
fpaire,  and  drenched  their  foules  in  floods  ofbrinijb  teares 
towafhaway  their^guilt  ofPlay-making  :as  the  me- 
morable example  of  ( x)  Steven  (j ojfon ^and  the  Author  * Sc  part  i.aft, 
of  the  third  Blafl,  of  retrait  fronts  Playes  andTheaters , 3*£CCQC  7* 
be  fide  s a more  bloody  flrefh  example , mo ft  fully  teflifie.  aft!*  french 
Therefore  the  penning  ofPlayes  for  the  Stage  is  altoge-  1 9,io . 
thcr  unlawfull. 

Sixtly;for  vs\zn(y)to  bend  their  wits  like  bows  for  lyes , 6 

and  lying  fables,  tocorrupt  and  mifrcprefcnt  true  hifto- y hrm.9>i* 
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ries,  and  to  make  their  braine  a very  forge  tor  tying  va- 
nities^ and  old- wives  fables  5 fscercaimy  unlawfuil  a- 
mong  Chriftians,  who  mull  put  away  lying  fables,  and 
fpeake  nought  but  truth:  See  Ephef.^, 25,29.  **.5.3,4. 
I T/w.4.2,7.  and  part  j.  *y4El  3.  Scene  4.  p.  106, 107. 
accordingly.  But  Play-poets  thus  racke  and  bend  their 
wits  like  bowes  for  lyes  and  lying  fables  j they  corrupt 
and  mifreprefenttrue  hiftories,  and  make  thur  braines 
a very  forge  for  lying  vanities  and  old  wives  Fables : 
witnes  AEl  Scene 4.  p,  1 06, 10 7*  with  the  Authors 
there  quoted  .-witnefl'e  the  common  prouerbiallfpeech 


z vlutar  hdc.  f *0  P ermulta  canunt  mendacia  vates,  that  Play-poets 
Audcndis  Poc'  broach  verie  many  lies, that  being  no  Poem  in  (a)  So - 
crAt€S  iudgement  , d qua  abejfet  jnendaemm-j , in 
^Ibid.^Dio-  which  there  is  not  feme  lye  or  other  couched : witnes 
genis  Lacitii  (h)  Solon  who  prohibited  Thefpis  either  to  aft  or  teach 
Solon :p. 46,  Tragedies  ytnutilem  easfalfi  loquentianu  vocans)becanfe 
6c  vlutanbs » they  were  but  unprofitable  lyes, ox  vaine  common  thrid - 
vTn^uhlant  bare  f*hul&HS  hmens  *f  Stage- poets  extolling  vaine 
protritasdam.  & things , with  many  words,  as  ( c)  Philo  Indent 
natafq3fabu-  phrafeth  them,  witndfc,  the  3.  Elaft  ofRetrait  font 
las  bgmento-  ftage-playes , p.104.  which  informes  US  : That  the  no - 
rum  poetico-  tab  left  liar  is  become  the  be  ft  Poet : and  that  he  who  can 
rum q^res^n ild.  ma^e  m€ft  n°tortous  lye  ^ and  difonife  falfheod  in 
limultis  verbis  fab  fort 3 that  it  may  paffe  unperceived y ts  held  the  heft 
exaggeranti-  writer  for  the  fir  an ge ft  Come  die  brings  great  eft  del e El  a- 
lam.D eludice.  tion  and nlea^ure^t^  u/irn^ffis  nnr  nwn  e-jrnerirnrp  r»ni* 


ning  therrorc  of  luch  itories  as  these  mult  needs  be  llf. 

Seventhly  : that  profelfion,  or  adion  , which  hath 
no  goed  warrant  either  from  the  pra<flife  of  the 
Saints  ; or  from  the  word  of  God , the  fquare  of 
all  our  lives  and  waies  and  in  the  profecuticn  of  which 
a man  cannot  proceed  with  faith,  or  comfort , nor  yet 
ferioufly  pray  for,or  expeft  a ble  Bing  from  God  >muft 
quell  ionics  be  unwarantable,un  law  full  for  a Chriftian: 


witnede 
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witnc{re>^/.^i<5,i7,i8.V.<5.iy.P/«/.iip-9io4,io5. 

Rom.i4.23*  Ebef.  $.1,5,  Pfal.  119,7,  fop. 

Phil.  4*  6,  7,8.  But  the  profeffion  ofa  Play-poet,  and 
the  compofing  of  Playes  tor  T heaters , bath  ho  war  ant 
at  all  either  from  the  praftife  of  the  Saints  of  god  (f)  a-  /See  part  i.A& 
mong  whom  we  read  of  no  prof e fed  Play  poets  or  *F  layers  *>• Scene.  1 *,14, 
of  ancient  or  modern e times  ,but  [tech  onely  who  upon  their  2°*  & 7. 

true  converfon  & repent ence  renounced  this  their  hellijh  rou^  ur* 
lewd  profejfion:  nor  yet  from  the  facred  word  of  God, 
the  (quare  of  ail  our  lives  and  wayes  5 in  which  I can- 
not fo  much  as  find  one  title , one  fy liable  to  iuftifie  ei- 
ther the  penning  or  ading  of  a Stage-play:  fo  that  a 
man  cannot  proceed  on  in  them  either  with  fairh  or 
comfort,nor  yet  exped:  or  pray  for  Gods  bleHing  or  af 
fiftanceon  his  Playes  or  Studies,  which  ferve  onely  to  P*rt 
advance  the  Divills  fervice,  and  (g  ) foment  mens  lufis  run 

and  vices.  Therefore  the  very  profeflion  of  a Piay-po-  & Tcnuiliande 
et,  and  the  compiling  of  Playes  for  TheaterSjinult  que-  Spectac,Chry= 
ftionlcffe  be  unwarrantable, unlawfali  for  a Chriftian.  Hom.6.  & 

laftly,  that  very  profeflion  & fundion  which  Chri-  s 

ftians,  which  heathens,  which  even  relenting  Play-po^  £>e  Monarchia 
cts  themfeives  have  cenfured , renounced,  condem-  p.  10 99.  & ia 
ned,  as  finfuli  and  abominable;  mull  undoubtedly  bee  Fiaccum.Lp. 
unlawfullfor  a Chriftian : But  Chriftians^heathensjyea  1 3°?Theophi- 
and  Play-poets  themfeives  have  thus  cenfured,  renoun*  ^h””CC^ 
ced,  condemned  the  profeflion  of  a Playpoet , and  sfs.  Minuciits 
the  making  of  Playes  to  furnifh  Play-houfes.  Witnefle  Felix  Octavius 
all  the  fore-quoted  Fathers  Councels  and  Chriftian  P 69>7o.  Eufc« 
Writers,  who  in  condemning  Playes,  have  cenfured  bm*dc  PraePa* 
their  compofers,  not  onely  by  confequence,  hut  in  (h ) T* 5C*anf"*’C# 
exprefe  termestoo.  Witntffc  th c(i)  Athenians,  and  iSeeh5rep.*44f 
( kf)SoJon3  who  inhibited  the  penning  of  Comedies  and  73  o.  ^ See  here 
7 ~ragedi  s : together  with  (l)  Plato  & (m)  Tullie , who  P-449.4s4*f  »6c 
banifed  all  P lay  poets  out  of  their  Republics,  as  theeffe - * S'eherep.363 
ptinaters  ,the  corrupters  of  mens  minds  and  manners, lea-  44  • wS^eFjre 
ding  thnru  on  to  a dif 9 lute, floathfuRyVittoH*, voluptuous  4,5$/ 

life\  W itneffe  the{nj  Lacedemonians ,&  Maffilienfesywho  9*0,9  * 1 . 
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0 See  herepag.  wonldnever  admit  the  penning  or  ailing  of  (fomedies  or 
449.705.  f Sec  •fragedtes  ; together  with  (0)  Cjorgias  (p)  Horace  and 
h re  P*37°*|-h  fa)  lunenall, who  condemne  the  compofing  ofPIaj/es  for 
3 K C the  Stage , as  a (safe  unworthy  thtng}unfitfor  eminent  Vo - 

r See  here  p.  *ts : Yea  witnefl'e  the  conliant  praftife  of  all  Players 
y 6 1, 567,571,  and  P lay  -poet  sin  the  (r ) primitive  Church  , who  upon 

5 7*, 174, 571,  their  true  converfion  to  the  faith  , renounced  thefe  their 

V7*6Z'6f&  ^€W^e  profeffions  , and  never  returned  to  them 

hbEpiftoia  97!  mor*:  together  with  the  moderne  examples  of  (f) 

6 $95.Seehcre  JEnaas  Sylvius , and  (t)Theodorus  Beza} who publil*e - 
F*9I7J9iS.ac-  ly  renounced , cenfuredyand  bewailed  in  their  riper  year es 
cordingly.r  See  thofe  wanton  amorous  playes  and  poems  which  they  had 
I hcod.  bez^e  compiled  in  their  youth  of  ( u)  <JW.  Stephen  Go  (Ton , Crthe 
Ipfoadolefcen*  A»t hour  of  the  3.  Blaft  of  retr  ait  from  pi  ayes  and 
teeditaetab  Theaters  5 two  Eminent  EnglifhPIay  poets  Who 
ipfo  port:  dam- being  deepely  wounded  iti  confcicnce  for  thole 
nata.Lm.1548.  cV[ajeS  tbey  had  penned  for  the  Stage  y thereupon 
1 ^ct^Sccne  abandoned  thist  their  heHifh  trade  of  T lay. penning,  as 
$!  ,4.20^.485,  incompatible  with  fhriflianity  or  falvation , and  by  way 
48  6.  £q\,i66.  of  holy  recompence  and  revenge,  compiled  (x)  three  me- 
te. 910.  >Ste-  morable  printed  Treatifes  again  ft  penning,  ailing  and 
^Cf  hGoitf°f  free!Hentin&  Stage-play  es  y which  now  are  extant  to 
AbufeS^piaies  t^ic^r  eterna^  praife  , and  to  the  ;uft  condemnation 
confuted  in  5.  ofali  thole  Playpocts  which  perievere  in  their  relen- 
Actions.  & the  ted  and  reclaimed  ftep-.  The  penning  therefore  of 
5.  Blurt  ofre.  Stage- playes  for  the  Theater  ( which  hath  no  precept, 
uait  trom  no  exampie  for  to  warrant  it  in  the  Scripture  or  in  the 
;ncrs  pVi.to  ^ Primitive  Church ) muft  certainely  be  iinfull  and  un- 

* * lawful!  unto  Chrlftians.  All  which  I would  wifh  our 
moderne  Play-poets  to  conlider.Who  being  oft  times 
men  of  eminent  parts, and  choyleft  wits^able  pithily 
to  exprefle  what  ever  they  undertake  : I (hall  onely 
^InrtitOrat.l.  % of  them  and  their  poems  as*  Quintilian  doth  of  Se- 
'o.c.T  p.570.  neca  & his  books, Multa  in  eo  claraq\fententia,  multa 
etiam  Elocutionis  gratia  legenda  ; fed  in  elocjuendo  cor- 
rupt a plaraq; , atq  • adeo  perniciofifftma , quod  abundant 
vitijs . Velles  enim fuo  ingenio dixiffe ^alieno  iudicio , &c. 
Dignafuitilla  natura  qua  meliora  vellet>qu*  quod  volu- 
it  fecit.  And  thus  much  forthe  firft  conciufion. 
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Actvs  2.  Scena  Prim  a. 

The  in  fami^ 

1 proceed  now  to  thefecond  Corollary  ,70^  the  ve-  ofScagcplayer* 
ry  profejfo  of  a Stageplayer the  alhngofStagcplay  s 
isbafe  and  infamous,  yea  pnfutl  and  unlaw  full  among  7-  fed.  1.3.  6o* 
(fhrifliaKs.  Fir(l,for  the  infamie  of  Stage* players  and  r^nctio  d.a 
play-afting,  It  may  be  evidenced  by  thcl'e  examples,  c Wtxccficn' 
Firftjthey  were  infamous  even  among  Pagans  and  In-  tiuajlmpcrato> 
fidells  .*  W itneffe  the  ancient  pagan  'Romanes , who  ad  rum  vitas,pr«- 
iudged  all  Affors,  all  Stage-y>layers  infamous  perfons^Cr  /^iina/n^ 
thereupon  excluded  the  their  temples  fdiffranchi/ed  them  y^./$atur-* 
their  tribs^as  unworthy  of  their  pockor  kinred,  di  fabling  nal.  1. 1.  c.  7,^ 
them  both  to  inherit  lands  as  heir es  to  their  parents, or  Tiberius  Sett* 
to  beare  any  publtke  office  in  the  common  wealth.as  (a)  hNo&.Au 
Livicf  b)  Cicero , ( c)Valerius  CMaximusy  (d)  Mmili-  ^Sat to 
hs Probus[e)  Tacitus y(f) Macrobius(g) Suetonius fh)  fpcttac'dii.  C 
(fellius,  (i)  IuvenaU. , (If)  Tertullian , [l)  Arnobiust(m)  /AdverfusGeiio 
Aurufiine  ( n ) Calf  odor  us  ( o)T oflatusfp)  Aorippa  (q)  tC{r<  1 7*p.  1 $3 . 
Alexander  ab  Alexandre  y (r)  Gothofede , if ) Arius  !?  F>c Oi vir. 

C JWontanus,  ( t ) Calms  Rhodiginus, (u) TdarnabasRrif-  , ^ '*  * *' ^ 
fonius,  (x)  Tudaus,  (y)  Dr.Rainolas,  (z.)  and  inf-  „ VanVrum.i.7* 
nite  others  tefiifie.Hcnce(a)Nerva  & Pegafus pronoun - c.io.oTom.io. 
cehall fuch  infamous  y qui  quaftus  canfa  in  cert  amino.  P3rs  ?‘i«Matra 
di/cendunt , et  propter  pramium  in  Scenamprodeunt : 

Hence  alfe  (b)  Prat  or  is  verba  dicunr : infamia  not  a-  vanfcat'/feiene 
turejui  artis  Ludicro  prenunciandiue  caufdin  Scenam  tiarum.r.io. 
prodierit.  Infames  funt  qui  comicam  artem  exercent : ? Gcniali’im 
which  extends  as  well  to  voluntary  as  hired  a&ors. 

And  hence  even  by  the  CMunicipall  Lawes  of  the  and - Corpus^rhcf- 

uilisTom.  1. p.342.  jjS  ^Comment in lib.Iudicum. c. \6% p.  ^70.  to  57s./ An- 
tiqu.  te&.l.i4-c.i7«  wDefpcftac.  in  codice  Theodofij  Comment.  pt  a 68.  x An* 
not;in  pandeft.  y Overthrow  of  Stage-  players  p.  4.to  10  & 19 ♦ to  8 a.  where  this 
point  is  largely  debated,  z Sceherep.  1 *3.  & 4*6  in  thcmargcnr.4  VIpianusl.6* 
paragr.  5.  DigeftrcU.}.Tit,2.  Corpus  iuris  Ciuilis,  Xoar.l.pjHa.^ibidcmp,  338 
Tit.dchisqui  notantur  infamia. 
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t qua  a Corpus  ent  heathen  %ornans  as[c )Plpian  & other  Qiv  illt  an  s in - 


D Ramolds.  mon-weale.  And  as  thcic  Romans.,  even  fo  the  Pagan 
quaj  before  Grecians  too  ( whof </)  honoured  Stage- player  > at  the 


loan m sMaua-  fftftjreputed  rhenifamous  at  the  laft,as (e)ChryfbJlom 
lib.Dc  Regc  «#  f/J VoUt cranu* , together  with (g)Pl*to&{h)  Anftotle 


Rcgum  irSlit.  informs  US;  and  (i ) Ageflans  his  anfvver  to  Callipedes 
I.3.C.1 6.5c  Pe-  imp  ies.SecodIy,as  they  were  thus^kjinfamous  among 
trus  Faber.  Ago  Pagans  yio  much  more  are  they  among  Chriftiaas,  as 


^AEmilijProbi  vines ^ vnanimottfly  teftifie:  Heare  bur  (t)  Arias  Mon - 
Praefatb.  Au=  tantu  for  all  the  reft , who  informes  us  in  expreffe 


gum  Uialogns.7  A S*e  Gcilim  Noft.  Attic.  1.  ' o.c.4.  i Plutarchi  Laconica  Apo- 
thegm 461  here  p;7  11,742  Hulengerus  DeTheatro  lib.v.c.f  t D.c  inFamia 
Th  atiT&  Oiaus  Magnus  H H * <.03  1.5  4. /See  Concilium  EliberinumCan.61. 
5c  thole  othc^cou  ; cel*  quo  *d.p  iq  ? 134.j61.in  the  Margent.and  here  p 844.  m 
TcrtuJ.  Defpc&ac  c 2 2.Cyp  ia  • cpifl.,.i.  Epift.  10.  & Arnobius,  Clemens  Ro- 
manu^Augufti’ne  CaiTiodorus  ou  > fupra./.w.».5cinfra.p.ft44.  »Sec r»u,r.a.b.c  be* 
tore  V Bulengerus  de  Theatr  L .c  & Codex  Iheodofii  1. 1 5 Tit-  7. deSecnicis 
0 Sec  Gratian  Diftinrrio  ^ 3.4ft.  & idr.  Confecrationc  diftinct.i.  Paulo  Lanceiet- 
10  InfliturionesIunisCvnoni  i;  I,  2 Ti  .de  Euchariftia  : p.ity.  loannis  Caluini, 
& lacobiSpie’eg;!  Lexicon  Jur  diCu  n ir  hi  (Lionet:  Aluarus  ikUgms  de  planctu 
E celeb  at  l 1 Ane  49  with  <undry  others  hereqioted  p.&44.5cc,  p Aftexanus  deea. 
fibus  1.4.  rit.7.  Artic.4  fum  R<»fe  la, 5c  'umma  Angelica.  Tit.hiftrio.Adulatio, 
Sclnfamia  : withothers  p 845.  <j  Alexander  f.Jenfis.  fumma  Theologiar  pars4« 
QuaflKi7.Artic.i  p 794  Aquinas  pa  pars  QjelL  8.  Artie,  6.  Didacusdc Tapia 
in  3am,  partem  d>u'  Thoma?  Attic.  8,  p.  j 4 ,^4^.  r Olaus  Magnus  Hift*  l.i  f.cap, 
31  34.  Bulengerusde  \ hearro.t.  i^.j  1 . I D Ramolds  Overthrow  of  Stage  playes 
p.  4.  to  to.  5c  29  to  81,  Sec  here  p.  5 61-  J &/>•  t Comment,  in  Ub,Iudicum.  c.i$, 
P»  57°a  57$* 


nifticonLi.c.$.  both  ( i)  Councels  (m)  Fathers yn)  Civilians ,o)  Cano - 
niftsy  p ) Cafuifts , cj)  Schoolmen , ( r ) Hiflorians  (s ) Di- 


imicie 
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imicis  , princtpibits  ^ ac  popnlo . ffiui  legit  wtelu?at\ 
publice  faltantes  5 et  huinfmodt  ffettaculorum  perso- 
nas, turpitxdinis  atcjue  infamta  nota  inuftas,  et  ratio  ip- 
fa , <?r  anticjtta  jura  * fer?  omnia  volant  9 divina  vero  lex  ^ jsj0|a 
minims  admittenda,  fenfuit , vulgaribus  etiam  ac  vi- 

Itbiis  capitibas,  nedam  in  boneflioris  ordinis  atcfuecen- 
fus  virls : neejue  vero  tantum  vitro  non  eyttarenda  dr  op~ 
tan  da  , fed  nec  ft  inuitts  fuerint  illata  , ferenda  effe 
cenfet  drc.Certc  (jtii  de  virtate  vcra}deejue  corrupt  is  ho- 
minammirtbM  prudenter  locuti  funtfiujus  generis aEH- 
ones  ingenno  bGtnine  iudignijfimas  duxerunt,  vt  tile  de 
Nerene. 

(v)  In  Scena  nanquam  cantavit  Oreftes , u Tuvcnal  $.> 

Hetc  opera,  atejue  ha  fnnt  gen er oft  principle  artes, 

Cjaudentus  patrio  peregnna  aut  pulpit  a fait  a 
Froflitui  fjraixefae  apium  meruiffe  corona  ? 

Which  pafTagc  of  his  extends  as  well  to  Mafquers, 
or  Academical  voluntary  Aftors,as  to  comm  >n  ftage- 
players,  they  being  both  alike  infamous  in  this  Au- 
thors judgement.  How  great  this  infamyof  Aftors 
was  amoi  g Chriftians  in  the  primitive  Church, and 
yec  is,  or  ac  leaftw ife  ought  to  be, with  modern  Ch.  i* 
ftians,will  appeare  by  thefe  particulars  • Tirft.it 
( x)  excluded  rh  m from  the  (fihurch,  the  Sacraments  ,*  See  here  p. 
dr  all  Chrtfhanfociety , making  them  ipfo  fafto  excoin-  1 ll*l$** 
municatedfo  long  as  they  continued  players  ^neither  re  ere 
they  readmitted  to  the  Church  yttl  they  had  wholyrelin - 
tjutfhed  & given  over  ailing  Witnes  the  f verc  impe- 
rial Editfts  of  Valentinian  Valtns  and  Qra^ian,  againft 
Male  and  Female  Aftors.  ( y)  Scenici  dr  Scenic a cjui  y § 

er  Codex 

in  ultimovita  neces/itate  cogent  e in  ter  i tut  imminent  is  ad  i hcodofii.l.i  f<, 
Dei  fummt  facr  ament  a proper  arunt, ft fgrtasfis  evare-  Tit,7.lex.i.Ba* 
rint,  nulla  poflhac  in  Theatralis  fbeflaculi  conventione  ronim&Spona 
revocenttir:  Ante  omnia  tamen  dtligenti  obfervattone  ^7i(cct»oSee 
tfieri  fanEHone  yabemts , tit  vere  et  inextremo  perirulo  hcrep^tfS.^c)* 
Con  flit  uti,  id  pro  faint  e pofeentes  [fi  tamen  antiques 
prebant)  benefieijeonfeejuantur,  ffuod  vt  fideli  ter  fiat  > 
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flarim  corum  ad  judices  fi  in  prefenti  funt , v cl  cur  sto- 
res Vrbium  fmgularum  defiderium  perferatur,  Quod  & 
inffettatoribus  misfit  fedula  cxplorxtionc  cyuaratur 

* Sec  .here  p.  inkulgeri  his  necesfetas  pofeat  extrema  fuffragia:  which 

57*,  S7*,  57,  Edi&s^cxdudc  all  Stage-players  from  the  Sacrament , 
57*’f8M84>  even  when  they  layvpon  their  death*beds,vnIe(Terhey 
l See  hcrc'p  earneftly  defired  1 1,  and  manifefted  iiich  lincere  repen* 
65  2.  t,  indubi. tancc  f°r  tHfeir  pIay-a<5Hng,as  might  in  the  Magiltrats 
t3 titer  turpe  eft  or  Minifters  judgement  prepare  and  iit  them  to  rc- 
cffeliifttioncm.  ceive  it.  Hence,  (z,)  Concilium  E liber inum.  Can.  62* 
Sacram quidem  f'oncilium  Arelatenfe  I.  Crftf.4,5.  & 2.  fidn.Zo*  Con - 
H flrfon ibu s C c t Carthag.  4.  fdm88.  Concil.  C onftantinopohtanuntj 

mituis  dum  in  G.Can.iq.si.Cevcil.Hipponenfe.Can^f.Concil.Car- 
mabtia  perfeve  thaginenfe.  3.  Can.  3$.  Concilium  Africanum.*Can< 
rant  ex  auctori-  r 2.  28.  <£*  Sjnodus  Auguftenfis  1549. Can. ip.  expref* 
a mb  in  iscftb**  r*  ^ decreed;tbat  all  Stage-players  Jhall  be  excomunica - 
clufatn.kcX'Y  debarred  from  the  facr  ament  till  they  gave  over 

c Item  hiftrio*  their  prof eff ion,  & that  upon  their  repentance  they  (hould 
nibus  fccnicis  • be  admitted  to  the  facr  ament  & reconciled  to  the  Church. 
f*  alus  infami-  Hence  (a)  Clemens  Romanus.ConHit.  ApoftoU.8.c.$8. 
manS^non  TenHilian  de  Pudicita . c, 7. Cyprian  Eptft.l.  i.Spifi.  IO. 
cftEucharidia  Chryfoftome  Horn.  $.cDe  D avide  & Saule , Theodoret 
confcrenda,  de  Martyribus.  lib.  Tom.2*  p-  390.  Gratian  BifHnEHo. 
quia  tales  vitam  33,  & & de  (fonfecratione  EHftinttio.z.  exprefly 

ducunt  illic  tcac]^  c^ac  Sage-players  are  to  continue  excomunicated 
tprTanu'-nec'pu.  avd  deluded  from  the  Sucharifi  ,&all  C hr  if  i an  fociety, 
to  Maieftatidi.  till  they  abandon  playes  and  ailing.  And  hence  (b)  lo- 
vin.x.ncc Eccle-  annes  Sarifberienps'De  Nugis  Curialium  l.i.  c.  8.  A- 

• fiarticaedifcipli*  Uxandcr,  Alenps  Summa  Theologia  pars  4.  Queft.  1 7. 

ufpXet  ho-  *-P-  394-  AlMrHsFeUgms  d'  PU»Cl„f 

nor  Ecclcfi*  Ecclc  fa  /,  i«  Artie.  49.  /.  28-  Aft  exanus  de  Caftbus.  1. 

tam turpi atqtic  4 .Tit. 7.  Artie . 4.  Toftatus in  Matb,c.6.Qu*ft.f8.  (c) 
infamicontagi- 

one  faedetur  :et  loquitur  ibi  de  quodam  qui  fuithiftrio,  quipublice  anemfiiam  ex- 
crcuit,ct  indc  Doctor  pucrorum  perdendorum  fuit.  Poftct  crgoiiluddecretumin- 
telligidequolibctfimilihiftrioncnotorio  : Glofia  dicit:  qued nec  raliucc cuicim 
que  infami  notorioeft  Euchariftia  impertienda.  Si  tamen  tales  reverrantur  ad  de* 
um  cx gratia  vel reconciliatione,eisdenegnnda  non  eft.  Nonftatim  tamen  debc* 
dari  talibus  hoftia  feu  Euchariftia , nift  vfque  ad  pcractam  pxnitcntiam,  proptet 

tews* 
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Ioann  is  de  B ur go ,P  upi/la  octtli  pars  4,  cap.  SJ:Ph§ti-wcrcnt\amSa* 
us  CMonocanoms  .Tit. 1 3.  ca.  21.22.  IoAnnisBertocbi-  cramcnti,  vt 
nus  de  Fpifcopis  )TraflatvsTrafl.pdrt  4./  2 5 . » . I o I . vcr/Io  °nou 

2{jcholaus  Plouefe  Sacramentis.lbid. pars  ft.f.^i.n.^,  (jcta>  aj-_ 
Stephanas  Cofltrt.de  Ludo.Trafl.Trafl, part.i.f  157.  qui?  articulus 
I58.159,  160.  Angelas  de  CUvafio,  fumma  Angelica  neceflitatis  feu 
Hiflrio.&  l nfamia . BaptifiaT rouomala  fumma  Rofel - 
laTit.  Alulatio.loannis  Langhecrucius  de  vita  & bone-  fcmadumRi* 
flate  Ecclejiafticorwn  hb%i.ca.ii(d)Didacus  de  Tapia  chard.  Diftiu. 
interiam  partem  divi  Thoma  Artic.%.  Qvaft,  vtrum  cdo.9.  Ibidem. 
facramentum  daripotefi  hiftrionibus.p.  545.546.  (c), 

Taulo  LancelettOy  htftittttiones  juris  Canonici  lib.  2.  4g^e - trcM  0 
tit . de  Euchariflia.  p.  2 6pt  lyo.  Ivo  for  not  enfis,  pars  Sccnicisatque 
I idDecret.c.^^.&parsl.c,^  ^.A<yuin.tertiaparte,<ju.^,  hiftrionibusca: 
Art.  6jofephus  Angles  F lores  Theology  qu, in  l.  q,fent.  terifque  perfo* 
pars  l .qnafi.de  fufcipientibus  Euchariftiam^art ya*con-  n*s  humfhiodi, 
cluj.  i . p.  1 01.  1 02.  Iacobus  Sptelegtus,  Lexicon  juris  detettandasar* 
civilised*  lobannis  Calvini  Lexicon  juridicium.hifrio ; tescxcrcueri nt, 
Centuria.CMagd:  cent'.^.col.  142.  Baronins &Spon-  nonefldauda 
damn  AnnaL  Eccl.  An.  2o6.fef}.2>&  371  .Sefl4  10.  cu^iarj^,a# 
Bulengerus  de  Theatro  lib . 1.  ca.  51  .the  3 Blafi  ^nej;enl"jEvari* 
%etr  ait  from  playes  & Theaters,  pa.  116.  Do  ft.  %$i-  ^congmkVt 
nolds > CM.  T^orthbroohe  (dr  M.  Cjoffon  in  their  Treati-  pudorefhonor 
fes  againfl  Stageplayes , loamnis  CMariana  de  fpeflacu-  ecclefia?  ram 
Us  1 1%.  with  (f)fundry  other  fcboolemen,  Canonifls,  and  tlirpi  ct  infami 
divines  yexprejly  determine,  that  the  Eucbarifl  or  Sacra . ^uirlMdcm  * 
went  of  our  Saviours  body  and  blood , ought  not  to  be  ad - y jietc  p* 

miniflred  to  Stagcplayers , as  longas  they  vfe  their  de-  1^,  1*4.561. 
t eft  able  infamous  vnchrifiian  art  of  a fling  playes  }which  & Act  7 Scene 
excludes  themfom  the  Sacrament, not  only  of  the  Lords  *•  ^virnnula 
Supper,  but  of  Baptifme  too , no(g)  Players , ;*<?  play - ^s^herep, 
haunters  beirur  received  into  the  Primitive  fourch y or 
admitted  to  tie  Sacrament  of  Baptifme } till  they  had  571. to  580,, . 
renounced  their  a fling  dr  beholding  offlageplayes,as  the 
very  pompes  and  inventions  of  the  Tdevill , as  I haue 
elfewhere  largely  manifefted.Such  was,fuch  is  the  noto- 
rious infamie  of  afting  playcs^as  thus  to  exile  men  fr6 

fbe 
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the  Church,  the  Sacraments  and  all  Chriftian  lociety  $ 
and  to  make  them  Excommunicate  ipfo  fatto ; An  in- 
fallible evidence  of  its  great  vnlawfulines. 

Secondly,  theadiugof  Playes,  difables  Players  to 
receive  any  Sacred  Orders , or  Eccldiafticall  prefer- 
*Dccreta!.pars  mcnts  whatfoever;no  player  being  capable  ofany  Mi- 

^D^linaiD.  or  Epifcopali  function ; hence  AugufHne  de 

EcclefiafHcis  Reguhs  cap.  20  & out  of  him,  * Iuo  Car - 
rrotenfis  & * (f  rattan , concluded lericum  non  ordinandu 
qui  altquado  in  feena  lufifteprobatur:  hence  Hterom  £pi. 
S^,Oceano3ca.^.  & Anfelme tn  Epift, i ad  Timotheum, 
c, $.tom. 2.p. 3 5<5*vvrite  thusjh)iVotf  congrtnt,vt  here  in 
Jlmphitheatro^hodie  in  Ecclefia  • vejperein  circa,  ma- 
ne in  altario:dudumfautor  hifirionum,  nunc  confecrator 
k\n  Mattfi.  6.  virginum.  Hence  Pope  (Jrsgorie the  firft,  determines 
Qu*ft  *8  f.40.  thus  of  Stageplayers  (i)  lllos  qui  in  Scena  luftffe  nof- 
/Inc.cum  cco*  CHntftr  non  ordinandos  cenfemus  ;all  which  extend  to  vo- 


33-  ^ • 

k SceGratian 
diftinctio  48.C, 
Prohibcntur 
accordingly. 
iGratianDi- 
ftinctio  3j.cap 
Maiuum.f.  55 


vita  eti 


hondfClerico-  luntary,  as  well  as  hired  Adors.  Hence  Toftatus  Abu- 
rum.&fumma  l erf*  informes  VS,  kj  Biftriones  & qui  adherent  ijs 
Angelica.  Hi-  funt  in fames  y nec  pojfunt  promoveri  ad  f acres  Or  dines. 
ffrio.  wTracta  Hence  (l)  Panormitart  aflirmes,  Biftriones  nonpoffunt 
tusTra^  ^Toro,  promoveri  ad  clericatttm  etiam  perafiapanitentia^  dum - 
« Repertorii  tnodo  exercuerunt  artem  fnam  caufa  quattus.  Hence 
Moralis.pars-1  (m)Stephanus  de  writes.  Htfiriones  infames  funt  y 

Hrftrio.p,  669,  nec  pojfunt  ad  or  dines  promoveri.  Hence  ( n)  Ioann  es 
e Super.  1.3 .De*  2? propounds  thisqueftion.  Q “tro  an  hi - 
CTCta  i honefta-  ftr*° P°!flt  elegiEpifcopus?8c  he  refolves  it  thu S'Refcon- 
deo  quod  nen,neque  pofi  per  a Siam  panitentiam . Q nini. 
mo  htflrio  non  poteft  corpus  Chrifti  accipere,  ratio  eft, 
quia  eft  inf  amis  notorie.  Hen  cc(o)  Antoni  us  de  *Bru- 
tto  avers  : Biftriones  non  poffunt  promover t poft  pani- 
tentiam  5 quia  infames  , nift  Papa  dijpenfant : and  he 
quotes  Grattan  dtfhnUio,  51.  & caufa  4 Quaft.  I.  to 
warrant  it.  All  which  ( p)Ioannis  de  Bur  go  our  Coun- 
trey-man,  thus  feconds.  Itemmimi , hiftriones  & hu- 
jnfmodi  non  funt  ad  or  dines  promovendt^nifi  exdtlfen- 
fationeTapa  3 quia  funt  infames,  Hocintelltge  de  hu 

qui 


Oerieorum.c. 
1 a.Tom.j.f* 
4, 


fPupilla  Ocu 
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qui  pub  lice  cor  am  T opulo  faciunt  affeftum  five  Ludi> 
brium  fui  corporis  exercendo  opus  illud . Si  autem  m 
occult 0 aliquu  fait arety  vel  huiufmodi  opus  facer e pofi 
fety  nihil  eminus  poft  perattam  panitentiam  potefi  or  di- 
nar i.  Vthtas  enim  per  font  eft  cauja  quare  tales  ab  ordi - 
nibus  repelluntur  : for  which  he  quotes  Extrauag,  de 
vita  eft  hone  ft  ate  f lericorum : cum  decorum ->  in  glof 
* Inno:&c.So  that  no  cadeinicall  or  private  voluntary  *See  hcrep* 
Adors  by  the  cannon  Law  ought  to  be  admitted  to  6i$,6 54* 
orders,  before  they  have  publikely  repented  and  done 
fome  open  pennance  for  this  their  private  ading.  The 
lame  we  ffiall  finde  affirmed  by^luarus  Felagius:De  7 Summula 
cPlan£lu  Ecclefia  J,i,Ar tic. z%.H%hiftriones (rentes he)  R.aynuindi/,93 
non  promoventur  ad  clericatu:&  in(q)( undry  other  £a-  94«S«mma  An-o 
nomfts:  Yea  the  Canon  Law  is  fb  fir  id  in  this  ft  r)that  ftriofsutama 
if  any  one  married  awoman  allor3he  couldnot  be  promo-  Rofcila  Adnla* 
ted  to  any  ecclefiafticall living , or  take  orders  upon  him . tio.Bulengerus 

Thirdly,  the  ading  of  Piayes  made  Players  fo  infa-  dc  Theatro.I.i. 
mou  Sjhat  they  could giue  no  pub  like  Teftimony  between  u 

man  & man-.witnejfe  (fioncil.  Africanism  Canon # 96.  & - \ <\  \ - 
C one  iTC  art  h agin  enfe.  7.  C an,  2 .here  p%$yy.lodnes  Her-  rumCanones 
tachinus  Repgrtorij'JMoralis.pars.z.p%669.Tit<  htflrio ; Can.i7*Grati- 
Angelas  Tie  Clau(tfto3  Summa  ngel ica .Tit. Infamia • an  Diftind.34* 

Aidulatio yHiftrio } & Tefris:  with (f) divers  others.  tare  p.649. 

Fourthly,  it  made  Players  fo  execrablie  infamous,  ^.4.^. 
that  fora  Chriftian  v/oman to  marrie  a Stageplayer, {on\^k^’ 
was  Excommunication  ipfofatto:  witnes,  Conc^uim^  moftother 
Eliberinumcan.6y,  herep«57I.  Canonifts  in 

Fifcly,the  infamie  of  players  was  fuch,  that  they  theii  Titles Hi- 
might  lawfully  be  difinherited  by  their  parents,and  fo  Teftis&c*11* 
might  Play-haunters  too  ftnftriones  emm-j  funt  infames  * 

&c.  et  qui  aahxrent  mimts  et  hiftriombus  poffunt  exhe- 1 jn  Matth.c  6 , 
redari  &c . asTofratus  informes  us. 

Laftly  Such  is  the  infamie  of  Play-ading,  that  our  » *z:H  s.c,  1 2. 
orrne  (a)  Statutes  have  branded  Plavers  with  thzftile  i+Ehz-c.f.w. 
of  Rogues  and  vagabonds ' making  therru  liable  to  the  *sce|ierc 
flocks , the  whipping  poft  , and  all  other  pmiftments  to  p .49*5  ^6. 
which  Rogues  are  fubiett  : Which  Statutes  if  any 
Qjj  q q q Adors 
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x See  here  p.  Aelorsthinke  over  rigorous  ; let  them  remember  that 
459,460,  ac-  koth  (x ) Auguftus  Cafar,  and  (y)  Tiberius > two  hea- 


cordingly.  then  R oman  Emperours y made  Stage  players  liable  to 
y ^c,:“s‘iAn'  the  laps,  or  Bodies  whip,  (a  punifhmcntiuirable  ro  fuch 
& 1.4!  c *3 . * bate  idle  Rogues  as  they  ) When  as  it  mas  altogether  ttn- 
Scehcrcp.460  .law full  for  any  ingenuous  Roman  to  be  f courged 
* Oratio pro.P  I(5.  57  38.^  22.2q.to  30.  By  all  which  TefHmonies 
Qutmio.p  12%  together  with  that  paffage  of  Tully  concerning  Roicius 
^ c eminent  Rgman  zsAEtor,  to  whom  * Syla  gave  an  An - 
Decon-  nual  T enfion  and  a ring  of  gold  ; Etenim,  cum  artifex  e* 
fenfu  Euang c*  jufmodi  efi,ut  folusdignus  videatur  effe ,ejui  in.fcenajpe • 
liftarum.l.  1 ,c.  Stet4iyy  turn  vir  e]uftnodi  cftjit folus  dignus  videatur  cjm 
33.  Sic  ita-  eonon  accedauquid  aliud  apertiffime  oflendens,  ( as*  St. 
hwtatesfpcfta-  Auguflis  defcants  onit)mfi  illamfcenam effe  t am  t urgent 
culorum  infa-  tdto  minus  ibi effe  homo  debeat  ,cjudto  f Merit  magisvir  bo « 
mata  conditio  nus\it  is  abundandly  evident ,T hat  Stageplayers  are  mofi 
eft.Tertullian  * infamous  per fo ns , and  their  very  prof  ejjion  mofl  bafe 
de  Corona  mi-  execrable  both  among  Tavans  and  Chriftians. 
z Rorru  hift.I.  Neither  is  the  art  or  publike  profetfion  of  afting 
59  p.S;o.<«Su-  Stage-playes  vile  and  execrable  onely  when  it  is  pra- 
etonii  Caius  ftiRd  for  lucre  fake , but  like  wife  the  voluntary  per- 
Scd.  18, 3 ?.  fonating  of  them  too  for  recreation  or  entertainement. 
Lea  a done  ad  ^ efpeciaily  in  perfons  ofranke  and  quality.  To  infeance 
Caium  Ii.c  Zo-  in  fome  particulars. 

narasjEutropL  Firft,  it  hath-  beene  alwayes  reputed  difhonorable^ 
us,s aVlcus  An^  {Ramefuli,  infamouSjfor  Emperors,  Kings,orPrinces 
tewnus.Qnmno  upon  a Theatre  to  dance,  to  maibue,  or  aft  a 

Vincmius  Spe-  P**rt  m any  pubhke  or  private  Enterludes  . to  delight 
culumhrft.1.7.  themfelves  or  others:Hence  (z)rDion  Cafius  ( a ) Sue - 
c 1 ty.d Qum-  ttnius , ( b ) Thilo  Iudaus  with  fundrie  (c)  other  wri- 
dam  eqndrufii  ters  impure  this  as  an  inexpiab’e  infamie  to  that  mon- 
nominead^  ^er  an^  ^)afne  of  Monarches, Caius  Caligula  ^ (who 
nam  quoq;  ad-  was  fo  farre  befotted,  as  not  onely  to  di  inke  his  borfes 
hibebar,ctei  in  Incitaturs  health,  &c.  and  to  Ipend  whole  nights  in  be- 
auro  hprdcnm  holding  mafques  and  Stage- playes  , turning  night  as 
3ocu'dsaurcis  were  into  ^ay  5 ^ut  kkewife  by  a publike  eaift  to 


vtnum 


pmpj 


com  pell  all  the  people  to  be  prefent  at  his  enterludes 

nabat/.ilutcm  cius  ac  fortunamiurans^Confulec^fc  cumcrcaturampolicibatur, 
fa&urus fi  diudus  vixiifet  Vien  Capias  l.  5 f.  83  ? , at 
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at  his  unfeafonable  houres  , and  to  chop  of£the  heads e Noctcmquoc 
offuch  as  either  came  not  to  them,  or  departed  from  in  diem  velut 
them  ere  they  were  ended:)  Quod  procedente  tempore  mare  in  terram 
et  aurigamt  et  pugnaiiit^et  faltavit,  etTragadiam^  e>  eonvertcrc  vo= 
gitjemper  hac  trail  an  s : et  cjHodfemel  no  El  h prim  or  this  i^Lunae  for* 

Vatrnrru  quafi adneceftariamdeliberationerru  vocatis^  curuato, 
coranu  faltavit , ac  defaltatocantico  abijt  : which  cau-  vndique  ignis 
fed  Chared  to  corifpire  his  death,  and  to  murther  him  cluaft  in 
as  he  was  coming  out  of  the  Theater • which  (f  )Dion 
Cdjfius  thus  relareth.  Toftqnam  vero  faltare  etiam  0mnem  tenc- 
et  fab  ulam  agere  Caius  in  ft  it  nit , Chorea  cum  fnisrem  brarum  fenfuna 
extrahendam  porro  non  rati  } obfervarunt  e Theatro  ex - eriperet.  Ac  ne 
ettntem  y at  pueros  EfeElaret , deprehenfumejue  in  angt - qua  vlliexcufa- 
portu  obtruncarmt . An  end  moil  futable  to  his  viti- 
ous  tyrannical!  play-adoring  life,  which  had  quite  ex-  trum  (nam  c- 
haufted  the  Romane  treafurie.  We  find  this  recorded  gerrime  id  fere- 
to  Nero  his  perpetqall  fhame.  (g)  f^nod  poftremo  ipfe  bat/iquisabeG 
feenam  infcendit >mt*lta  ctsra  tentans  cytharam  etprame - **ctj  aut  *P5^a  * 
ditans , aflift  entib  ns  familiar  ibtts  Qaodfammarum  ilia - £n,°on<Xcede- 
ftrium->  fendtorumqiie  plures  per  arenarru  fadajfet,  et  rct)  iuftitium 
acriore  in  dies  cupidine  adigebatur  promifcnas  feena s indixit.Inter- 
frecjHentandi.  Nam  adhne  per  domurru  aut  hortos  ceci-  dixitetiam  id  vt 
nerat  iunenalibus  ludis yejuos  vt  parum~>  celebres  ettan-  ln  V*1S 
tavoci  anguflos Jpernebat.  u^on  tamen  Roma  incipe- ^ iUtarent,quo< 
re ftcenas  aufus , Tfjapelim  ejuafi  (fracanu  vrberru  dile - inmirum  faci- 
git : inde  initiunufore  vttranfgrefusin  Achaiarruin - lius  ad  thea= 
ftgnefcjne  et  anticjuitH  $ facras  coronas  adeptus  maiore ]Xl  P0^”ct* 
fama  ftudia  eiuiunu.  eliceret , &c*  Ibidem [apius  per  com - fp^^ndumar* 

icptos,  multos  a theatro  domum  revertentes  apprehenden^obtruncaret.  Cau  la  ir^ 
potitfima  fuit,quod  negligentius  ad  fpe&acula  convenicbant,  {cilicct  vexati  eo, 
quod  alias  alio  tempore  quam  edixitfet,  ac  fa?pe  no&u  etiam  eo  venirer,et  quia  non 
fempereo(demsquosipfe  probabant,  nonnunquam  etiam  inuifi,&c«  Dioti  Cagus  {» 
59-  P 8 5 /’Lib.  W-p.8  <>  4.  & 5uetoniiCaiusfc&.5<5.  j8.  g Tacitu  .An, 

nal.I.i4.c.zd.i  <)  c.4,1.6  SabellkttsEneid  7*1. t p.zoi.Eutropius  rerum  Ro.l.9-p.ic^. 
Zonaras  Annal.Tom.z  fbl.  98.  h Suetonii  Nero  Se&  n,i  ?,zo.to  z^.et  Seft.4Z« 
he  writes  thus,  Quinimo  cum  profperi  quiddamex  provinciis  nunciatum  efler,ru- 
perabimdantidimam  caeraioculaiia  inddc&lonisducescarminadafciueq$modula- 
ta,qua?  vuIgoinnotuerunt,etiamge{iiculatuseft:acfpecT:ac'alistheatii  clamillatus, 
cuidam  Scenko  placenti  nunciumraifit,abuti  cum  occupationibusfuis,& fee.  J4. 
Sub  exitu  quidemvita?  palam voveratjfi  fibi incoliimis(iatusperman(tflret,prodiiu«» 
rum  fepartae  victoria?  ludis,  etiam  hidraulam  et  chorau'am,etvtricularium,  acho- 
Tiflimo  diejri  ftrionem,raltaturumqi Virgilij  Xurnum.&c. 
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pinres  c tint  unit  cues.  so  Jig  nius  adoltccntnlos  e- 

queftris  or  Hints  ct  quinine  amplius  milha  e plebe  robu- 
JliJfima  iuuentutis  vndique  elegity  qui  divifi  infafliones 
ptaufuurru  genera  condifcerent , opcramque  nauarent 
cam  anti  fibt  mfignes  pinguifftma  coma  , et  excellentifft - 
mo  cull  h p uen ,nec  fine  annulo  lanes : quorum  duces  qua* 
dragena  millia  H $. merchant . Etiam  Roma  N^eroneum 
agevs  ante  pr<eftitutur?Lj  diem  reuocduit : Nomen  fuum 
in  albo  profit  entiurru  citharadorum-t  tujfit  ad  [crib  i for - 
ticulaque  in  vrnam  cum  cateris  demiff  a,  intrauit  or  dine 
fue  fimulque  PrafetH  prat  or  ij  citbaramfuslinenteSypoft 
tribum  mihtum  , jux tuque  <imicorum  intimi . Vtquc 
conllitit  peratto  principle } Nfioben  fe  cantaturum  per 
rEutropnisRe.  Climum  Rufum  confularcm  pronuntiavit , et  in  horam 
rum  Rom.l .Q.f.fere  decimam  perfeveravit icoronamque  earn , (dr  reliqud 
tlu^*  Thin  cert amin is  partem  in  annum  fequentem  dtftuht  ut  jape 

Adpoftiemum  canendi  occafio  ejjet,  Quod  cum  tardum  vvderetur }non 
Nero  tanto  fe  cejfauit  identidem->  fe  pub  hear  e*  Ifon  dubitauit  ettam-> 
dedccore  pro=  priuatis  fpettaculis  opera  inter fcenicos  dare t quodd  pra- 
ilituitj  vt  ora  torum  H S,  decies  offerente  (i)  Tragadias  quoque  can - 
a^Grxcte th*  Derfonatus  heroum  Heorumquc  fitem  heroidumi  ac 

3vra  perluflra-  ^ earum perfonis  effiftisadfirmlitudinem  oris  f hi,  et  fa- 
*us,aflumpto t-mina,  prom  quamque  diligeret : inter  catera  cantauit 
tiimvarii  vefti*  Canacen  parturientem , OreftemmatricidamyOedipodem 
tusdedec ore  excacatum ^ Herculcm  infanum.  In  quafabula  fama  eft 
r^HnScena ci-  tJrunculum  mi  lit  e pofttum  ad  cufodiam  adit  us  gum  eitm 
t ha  red  i co  habi-  °Tttari  ac  vinciri  catenisficut  argument  u poftulabat  pvide 
tu  vc!  tragsedi-  ret 3accurifte  ferendx  opis gratia. Mox  ipfe  aurigare  atq-y 
co.  See  Grim-  etiam  fpettari  fapius  voluit  pofitoque  in  hortis  inter  fen 
of  Ncro^V^n  v*f*A  et  fi^didam  plebem  rudiment o , vniver forum  fe 
centii  Specu  oc*{tis  in  (firco  maxima  prabuit,  certamina  deinceps  o- 
lum  hiltor,  1 9.  b*jt  omnia . (f 'ant  ante  eos  ne  neceffaria  quidem  can  fa  ex - 
c.6,  Freculphi*  cedere  Tbeat  ro  licit  urn  erat . I taque  dr  enixa  quadam 
Chroniccn.  ^ m ft eflaculie  dicuntur,et  multi  tadio  audiendi*laudandi- 
icc^^TacStu  * ^idcy  c^afiPs  oppidorum  port  is , aut  fnrtim  diffiluiffe  de 
Annai- 1. 1 6,  muro,  aut  morte  fimulata  fun  ere  elati . 1^  ) (fonftitit  pie - 
fcvhi*  rofque  e quit  urn  dum  per  angufiias  adit  us  & ingruentem 

multitudinem 
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multitudinemenituntur  obtritos,et  alios  dum  Diem  me* 
ttmetue  fcdilibus  continuant , inorbo  exitiabi/i  correp-  * .^er0  publlcc 
m ; qmppe  gravter  inerat  metus  Jt  Jpebtaculo  defuijjenr,  j)jt_  jn  circo 
multis  pal  am  et  pluribus  occy.ltis  , vt  nomina  acvultus,  aurisauit  Tra- 
alacritatem^  triHitiantqtte  coeuntium  fcrutarentnr.Vn-  iccir" in  Grxc/- 
de  tenmonbus  Hatim  irrogata fupplicia  , ad  fit  erf  us  Hits-  am*non  ut  ma. 


mox 


reddittim  odium. 


lores  fui  fed  fab 


fires diffijnulatttM ad frejent,  ct  . tardi<  citharar 

lnterea  Semites  proptnquo  tarn  lujtrali  cert  amine  y ut  de-  puirand^,nr^* 

deefts  averterct ,ojfert  Imperatori  villoriam  cantus  adij-  coniifaciendi 

cit  facundta  coronam  , qua  ludicra  deformit as  velar et ur . pgendae.quctra 

Sed  Nero  nihil  ambitu  nec  poteflate  Senatus  opus  e ffe  g^afeaufa. 

diftitans,  fe  aauum  adverfus  amnios  ct  r elusion e iudi-  r”’  1 °f 
J , , rr  ^ ma  (atis  amp! a. 

cummeHtam  laudem  ajjecuturum,  * prime  carmen  in  cratj  fed  CXpC. 

Scena  rccitat : mox  fiagit ante  vulgo  vt  omnia  Jhtdia  fua  diiione  mt  o- 
pnbhcarct  ( b&c  enim  verba  dixere)ingreditur  theatrum p^svt  Per  redo 
cunttis  citbara  legibus  ob  temper  an  s : nefeffus  refideret,  n*3CeV:^cfr,par* 
ne  fu-doremmfiea  quant  indutus  gerebat  vefie  deterge-  aiebar^euades 
ret  ; vt  nulla  oris  vel  narium  excrementa  viferentur.  rct#  s^d  quis 
Foflremo  flexus  genu,  et  cat ttm  ilium  manu  veneratus  /ingulaeiusfa- 
fententias  iudicum  opperiebatur fiftopauore.Ft  plebsquo • ^ aenumeret? 
que  vrbis  hifirionnm  quoque  treftus  iuuare folita  perfo- 
nab  at  cert  is  modis , plaufuque  compofito  , CredcrcsU-  vilesliiftn-oncs 
tariy  Acfortaffe  Utabantur  per  iniunam  * publici  fla - irprefem-antca 
gitij:(o  he  ftiles  l’r  Sed  qui  remotis  emunicipij s /eueram.  omaia  ipfedi* 
que  adhuc  et  antiqui  moris  retinentes  Italian? , qui  que  per  ^at  ct  ^c*e** 
Ion  gas  prouincias  tafeima  inexpertly  officio  legationum,  klt*  n;(j  Lm  j 
aut  priuata  vtilitate  advenerant:  neque  afpe Slum  ilium  aura's  cn  ten  is 

vinciebatur, 

nnmferreaeRoma  norum  I nperatoremhauddecuiflent.AliquandoigirurMilcs  vin» 
ttumconfpicatus  pra?  indignationcaccurrit3cumquefoIuit.Zon?ras  Annal.  Tom.. 
2.T98.  Omnia  in  N -rone  probri  et  ignominise  plena.  Omni  pudore  abiecto 
Roaa-c  cantu  in  tbeatro  certavit,  vbi  infanum  Herculem  aettirus.  cum  de  more  vin- 
culisornaretur,qui  praeddii  caufain  proximo  fterit,  catenas  in tuirus}ratufque  vim 
I iUiintcndj,conldernatus  ar  imOjCO  occurrit  opem  principi  laturus.  Nec  fan's  fuit 
I per  baec  indtlebil^  KomanoPopulo  notamab  eo  inu&am,in  Gra?ciamcaritandi  flu* 
.!  dio  naviaavit  oinnibufqueeius geatis fpectaculis,  cantu3aurigatione,prxconjo  cer- 
tavit.lndereverfu'.currn  qtto  olim  Auguftus  trfumphans  vrbem  ingreflfiis  cft,prx3 
mVrtvr-  pompa  ritulifque  fingulorumccrtaminum  longaordinepr^milfis.  SabeL 
iiciwsAHneid.7  Ua.p,  iou 

Qiiqqq  3 toller  arc 
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tolerare , neque  Ubori  inhonefto  fufficere,cum  mantbus 
nefcijs  fatifccrcKty  turbarent  gnaro,  ac  ftepe  a militibus 
verb  erar  eat  ury  qui  per  c uncos  ft ab ant  } ne  quod  tempo- 
r is  momentum  impart  clamor e}  aut  ftlentio  Jegni  prate- 
rtret,  &c.  Such  was  the  Playerlike  citharcdicall  life  of 
this  lewd  vitious  Emperour:  which  made  him  fo  ex- 
r Ju^Ica p.'io  ccrablc  to  lome  noble  Romanes  , who  affe&ed  him  at 
p.30  6.I»Taci*  firff,  before  he  fell  tothefe  infamous  pra&ifes$thatto 
tus  Annal.I. « 5.  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  %otmane  Empire  , whh  h 
fca.$.p.3  * 9*  * was  thus  bafely  proflitutcd,they  confpired  his  deftr  u- 
r -ne U ^ tli a*  : which  confpiraris being  detedeci,  Subriks  Fla - 
vxdoPrincipc*  vtns  a chiefe captain, one  oftheconlpirators,being  de- 
mimus  Nobilis  maunded  of  T{ero,  for  what  reafon  he  had  thus  con- 
&c.  In  Sccna  fpired  againft  him  l returned  this  anfwere(/)  O deram 
nunquara  can-  te  mquit , nec  quifquam  tibi  fideltor  militum  fuit  dum 
bJc  °rC^CS:  amarl  meruifti ; odifle  capi  poftquam  parrietda  matris  et 
fix  funt^cnei  vxoris  ,auriga,  Htftrio , et  mcendiartus  extitifti.  And 
yofi  PrincTpis  Sulpitius  After, a Centurian,bdug  demanded  the  like 
3tcF3Gaiiden-  queftion,  made  this  reply  ; 'H.on  alitertot  flagitijs  eius 
ijsfaedo  perc jtibueniripojfe.  And  when  as  fome  of  tbefe  Confpira- 
fa  faltu  Profu  tors  would  have  had  Pifi  to  faceted  Nero  in  cafe  their 
tuijGraiaquc*  * treachery  had  lucceeded,  Flavins  made  them  this  an- 
apium  raeruifie  fw e:e(m)  J^on  referre dedecori,ft  citharadus  dtmoue- 
coronae  luuenal  retur  et  Tragadus  fuccederet : quia  vt  d^jro  eithara, 
Satyr.  8. p itapifa  tragico  ornatn  canebat . All  which, together 
us'Zonaraf*"  with  the Saryricall  invetffiuesof  ( n } Inuenall  and  (0) 
Sabdliais,6c  others  againft  this  infamous  Playerlie  Emperor, are  a 
Grimfton  in  fuificent  evidence,  what  an  ignoble  fhamefiill  thing  it 
his  life.  Ariu&  is  for  any  Prince  or  Emperour  to  fing,to  dance}or  act 

rb°TudicMcnc  UPon  a - tage*  Hence  (p)  AFJius  Lampridius,and  Fu- 
jVn  troF*us in  their  Commodus  Antoninus , and  Herodian 

Dr.  Rainolds  FiftorULi.  & i.p.  57.  to  73.  feverely  cenfure  this 
Overthrow  of  diffolute  Emperour  Commodus, whom  they  and  the 
Stage  play esp.  people  ftiled,a  (ftladtator, an  Aflor  ontheftage:  Quod 
T*#  10  p nudits  tngrejfus  amphitheatrum->  eft  , fuwpttfque  armis 
90  91  numeros  gladiatorioS  implebat  &c-  Trifle  vero( writes 

rixJ,  i. p.57.5 9.  fa)  Herodian)  Romano  populo  fpeblaculum  id  vifum9 
” nobihjfimtim 
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nobiltffimitm  Imperatorem,  poft  tarn  mttltos  parentis  fui 
maiorumque  triumphos , non  quidem  adverfm  ' Barbaros 
arma  capere  militarist , vel  Romanorum  Imperio  con- 
gruentia  x_  fed  amphffimam  dignitatem,  turpifftmo  fa- 
dtjfimoque  cultu  eoniaminare\eoque  tandem  vefania  pror 
•Ve£lws  eft,  ut  deferere  principalem  aulam  atque  tn  do- 
mkilittm  gladiatorium  migrare  tnftitueret.  Neque  fe 
amplius  Herculem  appellant  pMiebatur , adoptato  nobi - 
It  (ft  mi  gladiator  it  nomine , qui  jam  vita  excejjijfct : at - 
quein  baft  fimulachri  ColoiTei  foils  efftgiem  gerentis 
fubferipfit , non  cjhqs  confuejfet  imferatonos  ‘Taternof- 
que  titulos^fed pro  Germanico,w«V7* gladiator umviclo- 
rem : T o fijch  prodigious  degrees  o f bafeneire  of  dege* 
neracy  doe  dmohite  Princes  come  to  by  degrees^wheu 
as  they  once  addi<5t  themfclvcs  to  fuch  infamous  de- 
light*.- Thefe  actions  of  his  were  fo  execrable  to  the 
Senate,  the  common  people,  and  to  all  his  freinds;  that 
when  as  on  the  feaft  of  lanrn,  Statuiffet  non  quidem  ex 
imperatdrijs  fat  mos  erat ) adibus,  fed-ex  ipfo  gladi at &•  ^V^SecEu* 
tio  prodire  in  publicum,  de due ent e gladiator um  agmine  tropias.  Zona- 
in  confpettu  Populi  Romani  C ire.  Cftiartia  his  beft-belo-  res,  Coccius 
ved  Concubine,  IntellettotamAbfurdoturpiq ; Confilio , Sabellicus,  Eli* 
primu  or  are  multi  s lachrymts  fupptexque  ad  <renuaacci • 
dereyie  autRomanum  imperium  contumelia  ajficeret,aut  others m Ills  life 
ipfe  vitam  fud  perditis  ae  deploratis  hominibus  tam  peri - accordingly, 
culofe  comitteret.  fed  cum  diu  fupplicando  nihil  proficif 
fetjaehrymans  difeeffit ♦ I lie  Erafeflum  exercitibus  La- 
tum nomine  et  Eleflum  cubiculi  cuftodem,  ad  fte  accitis  3 
par  are  iubet  inludo  ipfo  gladiatorio , quo  fe  dormitum  re - 
cipiat , vtillic  ad  facriftcandum  mane  procederet ,ac  fe  ar - 
matum  Romano  Eopulo  oftentaret.  Illi  fupplieabant  et 
perfttadere  tint ab ant , ne  quid  imperio  indignumfaceret „ 
But'Ioethedefperateobliinacieofthis  wicked  Empe- 
toiv^Commodus  id  agreferens,  eos  quidem  amandauiti 
reverfus  autem  in  cubiculum  ad  capiendum  fomnum 
fa  am  meridie  id  facer  e morit  habebat ) fumpto  in  manus 
hbello  confcribit  in  eo  quofcmque  ilia  no  fie  inter  fie  ere 

defti * 
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^ Notc  here  deftinaverat . £x  quibus  prima  erat  Martia,  mox  Lams 
the  condition  atque  Elcftus:  pofi  hos  ingens  eortim  numeric  qui  flttri- 
ot wicked  Prin.  mHm authontatts  in  fenatu  obtineba.nl # * Stqmdem  fe- 
ces  jn  greac  vniverfos  , & reliquos  patns  amicos  toller e e medio 
defirc  not  to  ( quod  graves  turptum  faUorum  in/peclores  habere  px- 
have  any  good  deret  ) bonaque  ip/a  divitum  dilargiri  partim  milmbui* 
men  near  them  partim  gladiatortbus  decreverat  y vtalteri  fe  defende- 
b°*are  witnesof  rent  4 ^tert  Gbkfturent.  W hich  booke  comming  to 
their  flutncfull  ^'bartia  her  hands, ftiec  and  Eleftus  with  otherSjCon- 
a&ions.  fpired  to  poy Ion  him : which  when  they  had  tfftt^ed; 

all  the  people  rejoycc4,&  ran  to  their Temples^togiue 
/ Heredia  n J.-«  pubiick  thankSj(V)  vocerebanturquc  quidam,jacere  ty- 


p„7  j.Hlu  Lam 
pridn  Com  mo 
du  sp.9*»,95> 
96  Eutropius, 
Z.onaraSjba3- 
behicus  6c 
Gnmfton  in 
his  life# 


r annum,  pars  gladiator  cm , qui  fallen  at  em  (uam  alijs 
in  rebus  fludijs  fadiflimn  contaminaflet.W  hich  fever  all 
pafiages,arca  molt  pregnant  teftimony,  how  info- 
mouSjhowdilgracetulathing  it  is, for  Kings  or  Empe- 
rours  to  turtle  A<ftors  , Maiquers , or  Gladiators  on  a 
Stage,  even  in  the  very  judgement  of  heathens,  much 
more  of  Chriftians.  It  is  ftoried  of  tsfntoninns  the 
Emperour  to  his  deferved  infamie ; (t)  Quod i Syria 
i Herodian  I.s,  profettus  flatim  debaccharifupra  modum  cap  it , cultum 
1 ’ patrif  numtnisy  cm  dicatus f Her  at , eelebrare fuperrtacms 
>«  faltationibus  , veflitum  vfurpans  luxuriofum  : ad 
tibiarum  ct  tympanarum  fonum  in  publicum  prodibat 
orgy  a numinis  celebrans  &c.  From  which  Mafa  ear- 
neftly  defwadedKim  ; ne  fleftantium  oculos  offenderet . 
Ipfe  verb  identidem  aurigans  aut  fad  tans  conjpictebatur : 
quippe  ne  latere  quidem  (it  a pat  ieb  at  nr  flagitia, precedent 
etiam  in  publicum  * pi  ft  is  oculis  geuifquepurpurijfatis} 
Letour  effc-  faciemque  fttapte  naturafor  mofam^  indecoris  coloribus 

min  ate  men.  inficiens.  Quod  ammaduertens  Mafa,ac  fufpeftans  mi- 

women  who  r , r . ?.  ■ ? 

arc  guilty  of  "turn  ob  talem  lmperatoris  vitam  mdtgnationem  : per - 

thefelfefam*  fuadet  leui  alioqui  ftolidoque  adolefcenti  }vt  flbi  confo- 
womanifh  fol  brinum  fuum  lex  an  drum  adoptaret , et  Ca/arem  de» 

1 y couddcrthis.  clararet , &c,  Poftea  igitur  quam  Alexander  Cafar  efi 
appellatm  volcbat  cum  flatim  Antoninus  fuis  Hits  inftt* 
t utis  imbuere3  ut  fiihcet  choros  agitans  faltanfque , ve- 

flits* 
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ft ttti  codcm  atque  artibus  vteretur ; quern  tamen  mater  Dancing 

c JAIammaaa  * fadisilliset  qua  Imperatores  dedecebant  therefore,  togc* 

a IHonibus  avert  chat ; atque  omnium  difciplinarum  do-  ^cr  wltJ| 

II  ores  clam  accerfebat  • modeftiamque  edocens , ac  Pal  a - wercTnfXoos 

fir  a vinlibufque  gjmnafijs  infuefaciens , gracifqur  eum  among  the  Ro- 

far  iter  ac  latinis  liter  is  inftituens.  Qu^ibus  iratus  jin-  naans.  See  Gu- 

t (minus  magnopere  indignabatur,  Quaproptcr  omnes  helmus  Stuc- 

illius  Dottores  aula  ex  cost  .Quo fdamque  tlluftriores par-  ^u‘  Antiqui- 
...*  /tTV--'  11  n tatumConvius 

ttm  morte,partim  exiho  affeert ; ndtcttlas  allegans  can - j ^ c 2 , accors 

fas,  * Quodfilium  ipftus  corrumperent , eum  neque  a- 

git  are  c boros,  neque  ebaccbari  permit  tendo } fed  ad  mo - 7 he  fame  da 

deftiamcornponendo,  etvirilia  ojficia  edocendo.  Eoque  fomeohie&a- 

vecordia  provettus  eft  ut  omnes  feenicos  artifices  acthea-  Tnch  tu. 

J J ~ . tors, friends, 

trtcosad  maximas  tmperq  digmtates  promover et . Q utp-  Ma^crs  pa, 
fe  exercitibus fa!tatorem-j  quendamprafecit , qni  olim  rents,who  keep 
iuuenis  pub  lice  in  tbeatro  operas  dederat.  Alium  item  their  fcholars, 
i feena y iuuentuti,  alium  fenatui , alium  etiam  equeftri  fcrvanti  and 
or <Uni  prapofuit . Aurigis  item  et  comadis  mimorumque  c,  p *jcn  , om 
ktlirtombns  maxima  imperij  mania  demandab at : feruif-  ftjfesancj  cx- 
que  futs  aut  libertis  vt  quifque  turpitudine  reliquos  an-  ceflfes  now, 
teibat , procurations  tradebat  prouinciarum.  It  a rebus  which  fay  they 
omnibus  per  omnem  contumeliam  et  temulentiam  debac-  doe  quite  cor= 
chantibus  * cum  cateri  omnes  , turn  imprimis  "Romani  r?p*a„ 
mihtes  mdtgnabantur  5 abommabanturque  eumi  vtpote  ^ evident 
vultum  componentem-i  elegantius  quarru  faminam^  pro • and  reimi'ka* 
bam  deceret  : infuper  aureis  monilibus , molliffimoque  bleteftimony 

veftitu  haudquaquarru  vinliter  ornatum^, , fait  ant  em-  how  execrable, 
• rf 1 a 1 r . this  Emperours 

qtse  in  conspettu  omnium.  Quarc  propenfiores  ammos  m dancingrancj 

Alexandrum  habebant , Ifemque  meliorem  in  puero  mo - effeminacy  was 
defte  et  continentere  ducat  o,&c.  Qua  intelligens  A*to - to  all  the  Ro* 
ninus  nihil  non  injidiarum  Alexandro  matrique  intende-  mans  3 though 
bat, arc.  Quod  mtlites  agre  ferentes,  imperatorem  e me- 
dio  tollere  turpiter  fe  gerentem  vellent ; quapropter  ip-  pflpanJ#n 
fum  Antoninum  et  matrem  Soamidem  interficiunt ,cum-  ° 
queifs  femes  miniffrofque  omnes  feeler  um.  $0  execra- 
ble did  his  dancifig,a&ing,cfFeminacy1&  love  of  Stage- 
players  make  him  to  all  the  Senate , foldiers  and  people, 

Rrrrr  that 
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that  they  thought  him  unworthy  for  toraigne  or  live 
and  at  laft  dragged  his  carcale  through  the  Cittyand 
call  it  into  the  common  lakes.  It  is  regiftred  amon<* 
other  of  Heliogabalus  his  lewd  effeminate  unworthy 
u AEluLainpri.  actions  (u)  Quod  agebat  domifabulam  Paridis , ip (e 
Uis  8°S^ba"  Veneris  ferfonarru  fubiens , it  a,  vt  [nbito  vefles  ad  pedes 

io7^Scchcrcp  defluerent^  nudufquevna  manuad  mammam}altera  pu- 
208,  dendis  adhibita , in  genicular  et y poflerioribus  eminenti- 

bus  in  fubattorem  reictlis  et  oppojitis.  Vultum  prat  ere  a 
eodem  quo  Venus  pingitur  fc  he  mate  figurabat , cor  pore 
toto  expo  litas -ppfe  cantavit  Jaltavit  a.d  tibias  dixit  tuba 
cecinit ypandurizavit,  organo  modulatus  eft,  Ferturet 
vna  die  ad  ontnes  Circi  et  thcatri  mere  trices  (a  good  e- 
vidence  that  all  whores,  and  few  women  elfe  frequent 
thefe  Play-houfes)  teElus  cucultone  muhonico , ne  agnof. 
ceretur , ingrejfus  &c . An  aparant  proofe,  that  an  Em- 
perour  dancing  or  acting  a part  in  Playes  or  Mafques 
even  in  his  own  private  pallace  is  infamous,and  his  re- 
ik  Hiflor  1 6.  ^orc  ta  P^oufes  more  abominable,  To.paffe  by  the 
DipnoVopIi.l.  cenfure  o t*cPhilarcus  &*  j4thenaus,upon  Lyfimacbus , 
i4.c.^p.9So.  who  bring  in  ‘Demetrius  thus  ufually  /peaking  of  his 
Court.  Aulam  Lyfimachi  nihil  dijferre  a Scena  Comic  a: 
to  whom  Lyfimacbus  replied  : ego  igitur  meretr.icem 
exeunt  em->  ex  Scena  tragic  a non  vidi.  Jt  is  recorded  to 
Cornelius  Ta=  thefhame  o {ViteUius?  Vitellio  cogniti  feurra  quibus  Hie 
diushiftj.a.c.  amicitiarum-j  dehoneftamentis  mire  gaudebat,  jQuanto- 
at  up.478.Sc  c.  cjue  magis  appropinquabat  vrbi  , tanto  corruptius  itery 
j*7.p4  ^9*  rntxtis  hiftrionibus  & ffiadonunu  gregbus^  et  cat  era 
T^romana  aula  ingenio 2fjtmque  et  l^eronenu  ipfum 
Vttellius  admirationc  celebrabat  feElari  cantctntem  fait „ 
tus  non  neceffnate , qua  honefliffimus  quifque*fed luxu  et 
faginamancipatus emptufque.  Thelikeis  floriedtothe 
stTrebellH  Po*  infamie  o£(x)G  allien  us  the.  elder,  quinatus  abdominiet 
llonis  Gnllkna  vo/aptatibus.  Q updfape  ad  ttbiemem  procejftr^ad  proa. 

niiin  ferecfP**i  cum*  procejfui  et  recejfui  cani  iuberet  : 
5CC  ^ ° * ^°'C"  et  quod  menfam  fe  cun  dam feurrarum  et  mimoruntj  fem» 
per  props  habflit.To  which  I may  add  that  o fSaUninus 
, Qalliems, 
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CjaHienusft y)Quod plura  qua  ad  dedecus pertinebantab y Idem 
epgefta  funt:nam  noSiibus  popitta  dicit  nr  frequent  a fie,  et 
cam  lenonibtiSy  mimis , fcurrifquc  vixiffe:  And  that  of 
the  Emperour  Carinas  too,  (z)  Quod  mimes  vndique  \ FlauiiVopif- 
advocavit . Exhibuit  etludum  Sarmeticum  quo  dulciasQi^n^^h 
nihil  eft : Dcnatum  eft  et  gratis  artificibus , et gymnicis, 
et  hiftrionibus  y et  mafic  is  a arum  et  argentum : don  at  a 
et  veftis ferica . Sedhac  omnia,  nefcio  quantum  ad  pop  u- 
lum^wntziVopifctts) gratia  habeant , nullius  cert efunt 
tnomenti  apudprincipes  bones.  cDioclefiani  denique  di - 
ttunufertur,  cum  et  quidam  largitionalis  funs  editionem 
Cari  laudaret,  die  ens-jnul turn  placusfie principibus  illos , 
can  fa  ludorum  theatraliumjudorumque  (fircenftumftr* 
go  [inquit)  bene  rifus  eftimperio  fuo  Caras.  All  which  is 
a convincing  proofe3how  abfurda  thing  it  is  for  Prin- 
ces to*  delight  in  playes  or  Actors, much  more  to  A£I  * Henccalfo 
Enterludes  or  Maiques  themfelves,  TbeopompusHtfto-  j\ll*da.s  ,n  hls 
riariumlib . 28.  & z/fthenzm  Dipnofph . Itb.C.c,  6.  pa*  i2°  ^hustax* 
422.  condemne  King  Philip, qui  cum  Theflfalos  pro-  eth  Ardaburms 
digos  ejfe  cognovifiet , atque  omnino  intemperantesy  arts-  Quodfedcflex, 
bus  omnibus  illis  placere  ftudmt : nam  et  tripudiabat,  et  h ad  muliebres 
lafciviebat,  omniaa*  prater  modeftiampatiebatur,  Sr  at  dchnas.Gau- 
entmnatura  fcurra}  fingnltf  que  diebus  cbnus  &c . [a)  mjs  ctpr2Cftjg^ 
‘Polybius  dr  Athenasssfi cverely  cenfure  Antiochus  theatcribus^tom- 
illuftrious^who  they  phrafe  the  mad : Quod  vna  cu  re-  nibusfccnicis 
citat oribus ludebat }totufq\velatus  infer eb at ur  a mimis • tadicris^cthu- 
atsjue  in  t err  am  deponebatur  qua  ft  vnus  effet  ex  mimis . lu/modi  *n<:P* 
Conctnmtate  deinae  evocanterex  exmevatjrtpudiabat-  cxioens  ^Ioiiae 
que  et  iocabatur  cum  mimis, it  a vt  omnes  verecundta  ca - inffgniapror- 
ferentttr.Ad  res  huiufmodi  miferas  inducit  ftupor  is, qui  fus  ncgligebat. 
ex  ebrietate  nafeitur.  Yea  (b  ) Athen£us  taxeth  Stra.  * Polybius  hift 
ton  King  oPSidoniafor  this  very  thing  Quod  convent  us  Dipn0fJ 

cum  tibtcinisyfaltatricibus  ac  cythariftisfaciebat ; mul-  I0#C#I2#  p.694" 
tafque  arnicas  ex  Peloponefo  accerfebat  ,complurefque  Gpi.Scchcrcp, 
cant atrices  ex  Ionia,  atque  ex  vniaerfa  Cjracia  arnicas  a49>*  fo. 
f Hellas, quaru  alias  quide  fait  antibus,  alias  canetibus  a-  ^ Dipn°fopki« 
micis  premium  certaminis  prop  oner  e [ole  bat  ,quibuf cum  2,c,13  P* 
Rrrr  r 2 etiam 
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' etiam  coire  fe.pl  us  deleSlabatur : cum  vita  huiufmodi  in- 
JHtutionemcompUEieretur  jpfa  nature  fern  us  erat  vola- 
ptatum,  By  all  which  feverali  recited  examples  (well 
worthy  a l Chridian  Princes  confidcration  anddetefia* 
tiontoo  \De  quibtts  nefcio  An  decuerit  memoritt  prodi , 
fRorumRoma  as  (0  Eutropius  writes  of  Caligula  hisvic forte 
tioruml  r.p.  quia,  iuvat  de  Vrincipibas  nojfe  omnia  improbi  [altem 

so1*  fame  metn  declines  talia ;)  it  is  mod  evident:  thatic 

hath  beene  alwayes  a mod  infamous  thing  for  Kings, 
and  Emperours  to  act  Playes  or  Mafques  either  ia 
private  or  publike  ; or  to  fing,or  dance  upon  a Stage  or 
theatre  ; or  to  delight  m Playes  and  A dors.  W Inch 
affertion  is  likewile  confirmed  by  Tlmius  fecundus 
Vanegyr\  Traiane  dittusp^l.  45. 1 to.here  p.462, 46$. 
Eroyfan  Iris  Chronicle  Booke  4*  cap.  191.fol.24jA 
244*  The  general!  hiftory  of  France  p.  1 $1,  Qucuarx 
hisDial  of  Princes  1.3.0.43.  to  47.  D»T{*(**lds  his  O- 
verthrow  of  Stage-playcs  p.6.to  jo.  6c  63.  to  76. 
Anus  Mont  anus  in  lib.  Iudicumc.t6p‘  470.  £71  .&Iu~ 
uenal Satyr  %.bj  Tacitus y Herodtan,  Suetoniui  Po/jbU 
us>AtbeneusiElauius  Vopifcus . JElius  Lampridias, 
Trebellius  cPotlio,  Eutropius >C  orceins  SabeHicus } An* 
* Set  Corns  toninusy  grimfienjn  the  lives  of  thefe  fore-named  Em* 
menv.  & Not*  perours?  and  jn  the  places  quoted  in  the  margenc.  with 
nb  Brktanic?*  W fandry  others  whom  I pretermit.  See  here  p.46 2, 
^p^i,C*-463o557,S5^734*  to743-  &P.710.  the  example  ©f 
SecundijCu .Etolomic,  accordingly. 
jionis5Theodor  Secondly , as  it  is  abfurd  & mod  infamous  for  Princes, 
Pulnaanm*  ct  fQ  ajf0  js jc  for  Magidrares , Nobles  , Gendemen, 

ii“to™i>Ffons.of  ranke  or  quality  , to  adaparcin  pub- 
S*tyr,8  lufiin.  heke  or  private  on  the  Stage.  Hence  {*)  Cornelius  Ta- 
HmK30;p:ij4.  citus  wmes  thus  of  dSfero  his  times.  Sedfemwarum* 
& Suida  Hifto-  i/Iufiriumu  Senator umque  planes  per  aremmf&dati  funp. 
nca*  Ardaburi-  %atufque  dedecus  amoliri  ji pluresfadajfet,  nobiliumfa- 
#Annal  hi  4 c mt^art4m  po&eros  egeftate  venales  in  Scenawu  deduxity 
qHosfatoperfunEloSi  ne  nominatim  trxdarru,  maioribus 
303.  eorurru  tribuendurru  put*.  Natru  et  tut* fiagitiurru  efi 
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quipeCUniamu  ob  delitta  pot  ins  dedit,  quam  nedelinquc* 
rent,  TJjjtos  quoqtie  elites  Romanos  operas  arena  pro- 
moter e fubegit,  don  't s ingtutibus,  nifi  quod  merest  ab  e& 
qut  i ubete  pkefi}vim  nstefjhms  affert.  T^e  tawen  ttdhuc 
publico  theatre  dehotjSffareiuri  inftituit  ludos  Ittninali - 
umvocabulo  tn  quospaffim  no  min  a data  non  nobillitas 
cuiquam  non  at  as  am  atU  honors  t impedlmmo^quo  mi* 
nus  Craci  Latiniue  hiftrionis  attem  exercerm  vfque  ad 
geftus,motufque  ham  vtriles  &ct  Whereupon  divers 
of  the  Senators  duel  pe  ople  complained  and  cried  out, 

Troceres  %pmam  If  ecie  oration  unu  n car  min  am  Sce~ 
m pollnantur\  quid  [up  ere ffe  , nifivt  corpora  quoq>  nit • 
denc>et  cafiu  ajfumant,  eafq.  p sign  as  pro  militia  et  arnhs  f Se£h  i i.rt# 
meditemur  &c\vid /^'^.•Whithirtfamous  $ft.(f)Sue*  See  Lypfiusde 
tom  us  thus  exprdieth,  SpeJlacuhrum  plurima  et  varia  Saturt^ct  Sa- 
genera  edidit , fat senates  >€ir  attest  >$C  Stole#  s Ludos^la-  ^^^^oncuaT 
diatorum  mums:  Invenalibw fonts  quoqueCon[ufares^Q{^ovv\^ 
anufqus  matronas  recepit  ad  lufam.  Lud&s  quos  proater « Nero  his  life, 
nit  ate  imperij  fufeeptos  appellor*  maxmos  volute , ex  v~ 
troque  or  dine  etfexu  plmque  ludkras  partes  fuftinUe* 
rant*  Exhibuit  amem  adferrum  eUartu  quadringentos 
Semtores/exceniefqneequites  Romanes  et  quofdamfer* 
tuna  at  quo  eflimattonis  Integra  ex  ijfdem  or  din  thus  3 
corf  e&BYcfque  fer arum  et  ad  varU  arena  minifteria,&c. 

Which  ignobleflagicious  bafe  pra<$ifeof  his&  others, 
the  Poet  Juvenal  doth  thus  notably  inveigh  againfi. 

(g)  At  vos  Troiu^ena  vobis  ignofeitis  <&  quo  I *uJenaJ  * V 

Turpia  Cerdoni.P’olefos  fSrutofque decebnnt*  tyr  l>  *" 

Quid  (ji  ntenquam  adeof cedis,  adeique pudendis 

Vtiefmr  exemptis } vt  non  peiora  fuperfintf 

Confumptis  optbm  vocem  Damafippe  tocafti 

Sifpario , clamofumageres  vt  c?hafma  Camilla 

Laureolum  velox  etiam  bene  Lentulus  egit. 

Indite  me,  * dignus  Vera  crucemec  tamen  ip  ft* 

Igttofcas  populotpopuli front  durior  hums , ^ Nota^ 

Qttt  fedety  & Jpettnt  trifestrria  pa  trie  tor  am; 

F l anipedes  audit  FabUs,rtdere  pot  eft  qm 

Rrrrr  j Mamr* 
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Mamer  corum  alapas,  quanti  fuafunera  vcnbantj 
Quid  refert  ? vendunt  nuUo  cogente  Efjrene, 

Nes  dub  it  ant  c'elfi  Er at  oris  vender  e ludis . 

^ Nota.  * Finge  tamen  gladios  tnde , atque  bine  pulpit  a pone, 
QuidfAtituhnortcmfic  quifquam  exhorrui /,  vt  Jit 
Z doty  pus  Thymelcs ,Jlupidi  collega  Coriuthif 
Res  baud  mira  tamen ) citharoedo  Principe  tnimtu 
Hjobilis,  bde  vltra  quid  erit  ntfi  Indus  ? & illic 
Dedecus  urbis babes,  nee  Aiirmillonis  in  armUy 
2\(cc  clypeo  G r accb  am  pugnant  em  y aut falce fupina . 

(D amnat  enim  tales  habitus 5 & damnat  drodtt.) 

Nec  galea  frontem  abfcondity  movet  ecce  trident em, 
Toftquam  vibratapendentiaretia  dextra 
T^equicquam  effudit,  nudum  ad  Ffettacula  vulturru 
Erigit 3 & totafugit  agnofeendus  arena . 

Ergo  ignominiam graviorem  pertulit  omni 
Vainer <?,  cum  Cjracco  iujfus  pugnare  fecutor,Grc, 

An  elegant  dtfeription  & demonftratio  of  the  infamic 
of  fuch  mensading  playes  : Which  Laberius  an  anciet 
Roman  Knight,  drawne  upo  the  S tage  to  ad  a part  by 
the  hire  & comad  of  3(ero,d oth  excellently  defeypher 
in  this  expreflionof  his  owne  dishonor.  (b)  Laban* 
M , , aft  era  libertatis  equitem  Romanurru  ( writes  Otfarro- 

Saturnulc  7.  ^lHS ) C*fAr  q n ingen  t is  millibus invitavit3  ut prodiret  ttt 
^.408.40^.*  ' feenamu,  et  ipfe  ageret  mimos  quos  feriptitabat.  Sedpe - 
teflas  non  folum  ft  iuuitat , fed  etiam  Ji fupp licet > cogit . 
Vndefe  et  Laberius  a Cafarecoattum  in  Prologo  teflatur 
bis  verjibus.  T^ecejfitas,  cuius  curfus  averfi  impetunt* 
Voluerunt  multi  e finger  e,  pauci  potnerunt . Quo  me  de~ 
trufit  pene  extremis  fenfibus  ? Quern  nuUa  ambitio tnul~ 
la  unquam  largitioy  Nullus  timor 5 vis  nulla # nulla  audio* 
vitas  CMovere  potuit  in  iuuentade  fiatu ; Ecce  in  fe - 
nett  a vt  facile  labefecit  loco  viri  excellent  is  mente  c/e- 
menteeditOy  Submijfaplacide  blandikquens  oratto.  E- 
tenim  ipfe  dij  negare  cui  nihil  potnerunt  Hominem  me 
denegare  quis  poffet  pati  t Ego  bis  tricenis  annis  atttSy 
fine  mta>  Eques  Rgmamu  lare  egreffus  mcofDomum  re - 

vertar 
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vertar  mimus.  * 2 \imirum  hoc  die  Vno  plus  vixi  mihi  * Nota» 
quam  vivendumfuit.  Fortuna  immoderata  tnbono  atque 
%n  mdoSi  tibi  erat  libitum  liter  aril  laudibus  Floris  ca- 
cumen  noflra famafr anger e}  far  cum  vigebam  membris 
prauiridantibus,  Satisfaccre  Populo , ettali  cumpotcram 
viro,  Non  ftexibilem  me  concur  uaftitvt  caperes  ? Nunc 
me  quo  deijclslquidafcena  affero  ? Decor em  form#, 
an  dignitatem  corporis  ? esFnimi  virtutem  , an  vocis  io~ 
cunddt  fonum  ? Vt  loader  a f crpcns  vires  arboreas  necat • 

Ita  me  vetuilas  amplexu  annorumnecat ; Sepulchris  Ji- 
milis3nil  nifi mme  retineo.In  ipfa  quoq^aEHonc fubinde fe 
qua  poterat  vlcifcebatur , indufto  habitu  Syri  , qui  velut 
fiagris  cafus^praripientiq;  fe Jimilis,  exclamabat.P orro, 

Qjuirites  libertatem  perdimus.  Et  paulo  pofl  adiecit; 
neceffe  eft  multos  timeat  quern  multi  liment : quo  ditto 
vnitierjitas  popuh  ad  folunu  C&farem  oculos  et  ora  con- 
verts \not antes  eius  impotent iam  hac  dicacitatelapida - 
tam.  A moft  pregnant  evidence  of  the  point  in  cjne- 
fl  ion.  A mong  the  ancient  Romans  as  Macrobius , Ci- 
cero, Seneca  and  others  in  their  (i)  forequoted  paflages  ; Seeherep. 
witnes,it  was  an  infamous  thing  for  Senators.Knights,  24-y .to  iju 
for  men  or  women  of  quallity,  or  their  Children,  to 
dance  either  in  a publicke  Theatre , or  at  any  private 
feafts  : Hence  Seneca  thus  complaines  (kf)  Cantandb  (Contro.ln 
faltandique  obfeana  (India  efaminatos  tenent : ( l ) hinc  Pro*naio  p.967 
modes  corporis  mot  us  docentium , mo  lie  fane  cantus  et  in - ?fcIl?rcp‘24.n4 
jraltos  : Sapientia  vero  ammorum  magijtra , noninde*  90  ^ ^ ^ 
cor  os  corporis  motus3nec  varies  per  tubam  et  tibiamcan- 
tus  efficit,  &c.  Hence  ( m)  (tAugufius  falar , quoniam  ™ Dion  Catfius 
Equites  etfemina  illiijlres  adhuctn  Orcheflra  fait ab ant 
prohibuit  ne  non  modo  P dtriciorum  liberi  ( id  enim  antea 
cantum  erat)  fed  etiam  nepotes  eorwn  3 quique  equefi'ris 
erant  ordinis , amplius  idfacerent . In  his  a&iontbtis  Le- 
gi  (l  at  or  is  tsfxguflus  et  Imp  erat  or  is  fpeciem  nomenque  . , 

ofiendit.  Hence  this  is  laid  as  a tax  upon  Calirula  that  C ^ us* 
in  his  prefence,  (n)  Patricij  pueri  Troiam  luferunt.  0 DionCatfin 
Andher. upon  (0)  Claudius  his  fucceffor,to  draw  men  hift.htfo.p.s^s 

ifrom 
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from  this  infamie  $ In  Orcheflram  introdnxit  inter  alios 
vires  etiam  equites  ac  muheres  , qnales  Caij  principal 
fait  are  foleb  ant  pon  quod  ijj  dele£lareturyfedvt  prater  it  a 
argueret . Nam  pofthac  certe  nemo  eorum  in  fcena  vifns 
eft  darn  Claudius  viveret  l Pueri  quoque  quos  ad  Pyr- 
rhic am fait  at  ion  em  Cains  evo  caver  at  feme  l dun  tax  At 
ea  fal tat  a civit ate  donative  ablegatifunt.Ahj  deinde  ex 
famttlis  (ftlaudij  fait ar ant: hac  in  theatro . Yea  fuch  was 
the  infamie  of  a&ing  playes  among  the  ancient  Pagan 
^ Corn.  Taci-  Romans  j that  even  lewdc  * Vitelhus  ina&ed  this  law: 
tus  Hiftor.I.a.  c aut  urn  fever  e neequites  Romani  Ludo  et  arena  politic- 
rcr*tHr»  And  Tlinius  Secundus  in  his  Panegyricall 
4 See  here p.  oration  to  Traiany  in  the  name  of  the  who^e  Roman 
Senate  & people,itilcs  the  a&ing  of  Play  es  $ (p)Effami- 
natas  artes , etindecorafecttlo  ftudta : which  the  whole 
Roman  Nation  did  condemne.  See  here  p.  46  a,  463 . 
accordingly.  To  thefe  feverall  recited  Pagan  tcllimo- 
nies,  I might  accumulate,  the  forequoted  evidences  of 
See  here  page  (?)  Praetor  fBudausyArius  CMontanns,  Vlptxn3&- 

g4?J844,  §45,  nsilitis  rProbuSy  Dio , * Xiphilinus  fD iony (ftu s Gothofre - 
84^47.ec<;.  dttSy  Joannes  de  *B  nr  go  together  with  the  concur- 

rent fuffrages  of  Lipfius  Satarnal.l.i.c.  1 .and  of  Lubine 
Calms  fecundus , Farnaby,  and  others  in  their  Com- 
mentaries and  notes  upon  luvenaf  Satyr  8.  who  all  af- 
*$ee  D.Rai-  firmc.thc voluntariedefcendbg  ofany  perfons  of qua- 
nolds  hijover*  lity  Of  ranke  upon  the  Stage  ( * etiam  et  ftne pramio ) to 
throw  of$tagc  a&  a part  even  without  reward  or  hire, to  be  infamous 


p!ayes,p.8, 


r See  here  p, 
57* 


and  abfurd : but  our  learned  Dr.  Rainolds  in  his  Over* 
throw  ofStage-plaves  p-4-  to  1 1«  & 63.  to  77.  and  in 
other  pages  of  that  difeourfe,  hath  proved  this  point 
fo  fully,  that  I will  here  proceede  no  further  in  it. 

Thirdly,  it  is  ^together  infamous, yea  unlawfuIl,for 
any  Clergie-men  wnatfoever  or  their  Children,  and 
for  any  who  intend  to  enter  into  orders,  either  volun- 
tarily or  computforily,  for  reward  or  without  reward, 
toa& a part  upon  the  Stage,  either  in  any  publicke  of 
private  Enterludcs.Hence  the(>)  Counsel  of  Carthage 9 

Anno 
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Anno.Dom.  397. Can#i  1 .Decrees.*  That  fonnes of*BL 

flops  and  Clear gie  men  ( much  lefte  then  they  them- 

felves)  pjottld  neither  exhibit 3 all  or  behold  any  fecalar  f\er *l7*«*h 

Enterlades : Hence  alfo  the  4.  Councell  of  (arthage : secGullclmus 

Can.s6.6o.6i.Thc  7.Coun«of(X)  Carthage  ,can:y  o.the  Stuckius  Anti- 

6.  Coun.of  Constantinople ,c an.  24.5 1.62. the  3 .Synod  quita'umCon- 

of  Towers.  can.  7.  8.  the  2.  Synod  of  Cabilonycan  9.  valium!  3.0, 

thecoumof  CMentz,  1 ^.c^.i^the  Coun.of Ta+  ^^^aCCOri 

ris,*s4n.%i9* can.  3 8 • the  Synod  of CMcntz, under  Ra - 

banns : can.  13. the  Coun.  of Nantsy quoted  by  Grati- 

an:  diftintt.  44  her.  p.59 9.  The  Coun.  of  Gants , Ant 

1231.  here. p.  598.  The  Synod  of  Lingres , An.  1404. 

her. p.  599.6oo4TheC@uncel  ofToledo^  An.14yi.here.  /hcrep.  6^ 

p, 603.604. The  Synod  of  S«W,  1 ^2^*here.p.6o6.  ^5,656, 

The  Synod  of  Chartres  ^ An.  i^i6-herep.6op.6 10.  The  Ancl  yer  ,TP^ 
Coun.o{SeineyA**l5i%.can.i'i.herey.6\i<Thc  Sy-  a^tc,J  ^Pircf>* 
nod  of  Heidelfheim  An.1539.  can,  14.  here  p.616.  The  clcfiarum/non 
Councel  of  Triers  An.ij49.here  p,6i7.The  Synod  of  in  piascaufas, 
CMentz,yAn.  1549.c4w.74.  here  p.62o.62i.The  Coun#  fed confangui- 
of  Paris:  ijjy. here  p.622.  The  Councell  of  Trent.  n«s3  hiftrioni- 
Sejf.  24.De  Reformat  tone  Can#  12.  here  p.  6 23.  The  bu^3  Vcn^oril 
Councel  of  Millaine  1 j6o.herep.  615.  The  Councel  busScortisct 
of Sardedkx  An.  1582.  here  p.630,631.  The  Councel  finailibus  per- 
oITituriam  An.  1384  herep.  633,634.  The  Synod  of  f°nis friuoleex. 
Aaain.  An.  1585,  here  p.  635.  The  Councell  of  Tho-  pcndunt,etnaa« 
loofe : An.  1590#  and  fundry  other  forenjeutioned  f ^hianTho- 
CoUncells  A&.  y.  Scene  3.  together  with  ft).  Sextas , minumquam 
Odo  Parifienjisy  andTope  Pias  the  5.  Ivo  Carnotenfis  ntcclTitatcm 
Decret.  pars6.cap.  208,  209.  349.  pars  I r .cap.  76,77,  naturae,  contra 
7 8,79%8o , 8 1 . PI  oft  ten  (is  Summa  l.$.  Tit.  de  Clerico  Ve-  ^r^rn^ifeo 
natorefol.  455.  Summa  ® Angelica  Ladas  Jo  ave  pojfitiue - pu^cliemncnfis 
ly  prohibited  all  forts  of  (flergie-men%>hatfoever  * from  Onus  Ecclcfiat 
dancing  from  ailing  (and  which  is  farre  more  firi£lye-  cap  20.fcd.io'. 
venfrom  * beholding)  St  age-play  es  or  any  fach  tocalato-  # Here  p 665, 
rie  Enter  lades,  tither  in  publkke  or  private ; which  re- 
folutions  and  decrees  of  theirs,  are  abundantly  ratified  ]a  Raymond! 
by  the  concurrent  fufFrage  of  all  the  ( v)foreyaoted  (fa-  £9 1}9  3. 
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noniftsand  Civilians  on  which  you  may  reflect.  Yea 
fuch  is  the  rigidnefte  of  the  Canon-law  in  this  particu- 
lar ; than  it  makes  not  onely  all  profefted  Stageplayerst 
hut  likewifc  all  Schollers  and  ethers  who  have  volant  a* 
rily  aided  any  part  m publicise  or  private  Enter  lades  ,un- 
capable  of  any  Ecclefiafhcall  Orders  or  preferments  , till 
they  have  done  publicise  pennancey  and  openly  manifefled 
their fenoHS  repentance  for  the  fame ; as  our  ownefa- 
x PupillaOculi  mous  Engiifh  Canonift  ( x ) Ioanms  de  Bur  go , Chan* 
here7  8*^6  *Sc  ce^er  of  the  Vniverfitie  of  Cambridge  in  Henry  the  6% 
Iro  Carnotcn-  ^ls  ralgne  (theonely  ancient  extant  writer  of that  V- 
£s  Decree,  pars  niverbty  before  Henry  the  7.  his  day es  , which  I have 
6 c,  J49 .&  pars  hitherto  met  with ) * with  others,  exprefly  teftifie  in 
H.c.zp^accor-  their  forementioned  paflages.  And  hereupon  loannis 
ing*y*  Langhecrucius  a famous  popifh  Canonift  and  Divine, 
in  his  Treatife  Devitaet  honefiate  Ecclefiafticorum.hz* 
«fter  he  had  largely  proved  in  the  20.  & 21 . Chapters 
of  that  Booke,  that  Clergie-men  ought  not  to  att  or  fee 
any  Stage-play  es  or  Enter  hides ; in  the  22.  Chapter  he 
propounds  this  cjueftion  ( which  naturally  comes  here 
y Vrrum  fcola-  to  be  difeuffed  from  the  premiies;)  Whether  Schoole- 
- -upue  or  th€jr  Schollers  may  at  this  day  aft  any  Coe- 

Ludimaeiflbi  dies,T  ragsedies  or  other  Stagplayesf  And  he  refolves  it 
corum'  c difei.  negatively  that  they  may  not  doe  it, whether  thefe  Ma 
puH(asthe  tcxt  fters  or  fcholers  are  fuch  as  are  already  admitted,  or  as 
& the  margent  yet  not  entred  into  clcricall  Orders : )Veru  ft  quit  in 

co^dW  c?  terroget{\\Tiit  > hc)anne  ludimagiftri  poffint  per  difbipu- 
tragx'dias  alio-  ios  fuos  coetdids  c-t  tragadras  aliofue  ludos  fee  Hie  os  Agere} 
fue'ludos  feeni-  Refpodendu  vide t nr  quod fi pr&dilh  ludimagiftri yeoruve 
cos  nunc  agere  difcipuliclericali  tofura  inftgntti fint9eos  non  poffe,vt  per 
? fupradiBa patet.  Quia  jure  canonic 0 expreffe  cautuefty 
31 8 \ 19^10  vt  c^ertci  mimis  ioyilatoribus  et  hiftrionibus  non  inten- 
' 4 dant.  Verum  ft  difeipuli  non  pnt  tonfurati , nec  illis  qui~ 

% Pray  note  denu  per  mitt  endum  hoc  videtur , (pray  marke  it) 
this rcafon  fertimf  lafeivi  vel prorfus  profani ftnt,cu  ab  illis  * (fhri~ 

wc^*  ftiana  religio  eos  prohibeat . ISfam  cum  paruuli  qui fuc - 

crefeentes  in  maiorum  fuorum  locum  in  rehub  lie  a tam 
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eccleftaftica  quam  fecularis  adminiftratione  fuccedant, 

*confeques fit , ab  ipfis  praue  ac  nequiter  inftitutis  reipub:  % Nota 
pernicie  immincreydcirco  fummopere  refert,vt  pueritiay 
qua  feminarium  eft  omnium  rerum  pub  Hear  u in  timorc 
Domini , verecundia,  pudicitia^et  bonis  dificiplinis  edoce - 
atur,prout  fiupra  ex  SS.Conci/io  Tridentir^  demon  first- 
turn  fuit,  (*)  Divus  enim  Cyprianus  , conjultus  quid  { 
fibi  videretur  de  biftrione  quodam  y an  talis  deberet 
commumcare  cum  catholicis  , qtn  adhuc  in  in  eiufderru 
strtis  Jut  dedecore  perfeuerabat  j reffondit  his  verbs >• 

Tuto  ego  nee  maieflati  divina,nec  evangelic  a di[ciplin& 
congrucrey  vt  pudor  et  honor  ecc  leftist,  tam  turpi  et  inf  a - 
mi  contagione  fadeturj  efre.  l^ec  excufetfe  quiffiarru, 
ft  si  theatre  ipfe  cejfaverit  cum  tamen  hoc  cater  is  doc  eat, 

2{on  potefl  enim  uideri  cejfa]fe,qui  vicariosfiubftituit,et 
qui  pro  fevno  plures  fucccdaneos  fuggeritycentra  inftitu- 
tionetn  Dei , erudtens  et  doccns  quem  admodum  mafeu- 
lusfrangatur  infaminam  , et  fexus  artemutetur,  et  di- 
abolo  divinum  plafma  maculanti 3pcr  corruptiatqneener  $ See  here  p. 
uati  corporis  delitta  placatur , &c.  Then  he  quotes  *?4*  , r 

the  forementioned  palfage  cf*t.Cjfru*u>  'Domtus  *h(J 
Epift.L  2.  Spilt,  2.  to  lultine  this  his  anlwer : After  Crucifixes  and 
which  he  thus  proceeds.  Deinde  in  Acumenicst  Synodo  Images  in  our 
fextd  , qustfuit  Conftantinopolitana  3. Canon  6i.ftatu-  Churches  con- 
tnrtij  eft  : vt  nullus  vir  muliebri  vefle  induatur ,nec  mu-  traT  t0°ur  Ar» 
her  vefte  viro  convenient efied  nec  ( omicsos,nec  T ragicsu  ons  homilies 
nec  Satyricas  perfonsis  induant . Qui  fecus  fecerit,  ft  cle-  Conons , Sta- 
rici fint^deponantur  ;fe  Laic  1 fie gre gent ur  a communione : tutcs3&  writers 
( which  Canon  prohibites  all  manner  of  perfons  what-  )’ea  fontrarie 
foever,  whether  laymen  or  Clergiemen,  from  a&ing  r°^c-r  .ovvnc 
any  fort  of  Enterludes,  be  they  Comedies,  Tragedies  confider^his: 
or  Satyrs'Q^r*  pie  et  retie  a provinciali  Synodo  Mech • and  thofe  alfo 
linienfi  ftatutum^  fuit  5 vt  illi  auflores  ,qui  per  gent  Hit  a-  v*  ho  ufe  any 


team  turpes  amores  iuuenum  mores  * corrumpere  poffent  Eeathenifli  Ce- 
d fcholis  arceantur  ? St  vt  non  folum  e templis  et  locts  detenu tfoif 
facris,  verum  etiam  c domibus  et  hortis  ecclefistfticorum  [?thcir  Enter* 
tollantur  imagines  yfculptur  a,  auUa,  qua  f tntilitatem , iudes. 
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ant  ntcndaces  ethnicorurnfabulaSySatyrorumJaunorum* 
Syrenarum  , terminorum  ac  Nympbarum^ac  id  genus  a- 
lUreprApentant i (which  ared:he  commonoeft  repre- 
sentations in  all  Malqucs  and  Stages  playes:)  Similiter 
c^uacun^uc figure  lafciuA,  procaces,et  ob  pttdendam  tiudi- 
tatem  vel  aIias  tarn  obfaenA,  vt  fios  mentes  ojfcndant,  et 
[iiperftitiof£>qup fide  hum  mentes  d religion  e et  devotion  e 
difrabunt  ft  f tpitss  gravit  er  ojfendunt.  Then  hee  quo- 
b See  here  page  tes  th  e (b)  forementiened  Canons,  prohibiting  childrens 
6o\,  60^604,  ailing  of  Playes  in  Churches  upon  Innocents  day  : toge- 
608,611, 6$  i,  ther  with  the  Canons  of  the  C 0 uncell  of  L^IilUine  ;from 
f See  here  page  all  which  he  truely  and  pohtiveiy  concludes  ; That  it 
624,615.  & is  unlawfullfor  Schoolemaflers  or  their  Schollers , to  all 
any  Comedies  ^Tragedies  or  other  flageplayes . And  (hall 
Proteftants  then  allow  ofthat  whichthe  veryPapifts 
condemne^God  forbid. From  a ll  which  premifes  thus 
layd  together,  wee  may  quickly  learne  what  to  judge, 
not  otrely  of  the  perfonating  of  all  private  and  publick 
Mafques  and  Mummeries, which  are  now  to  frequent, 
% Academicall  but  likewife  of  the  ading  of  * Academical!  Enterludes, 
Enterludes  and  by  Vnder^raduates,  Graduates,'  Deacons,  andfome- 
the  a ding  of  times  young  Divines  ; which  Playes  are  commonly 
themjnfam.ovs  as  ^Ufri[0USj  as  prophane , as  fcandalous,as  inve&iue 
Stuckius^AiS5.  agjainft  religion  and  the  profeffors  of  it,  as  experience 
qui.Conviv.1.3.  wimeiTeth,as  any  that  are  aded  in  our  {landing  Play- 
er 1,21.  houfes  ..Certainly  whatever  the  Error,  the  corruption 
% See  p.  j72.jpfthe  times  may  judge*  yet  the  for e-aleaged  * Coun- 
*°  843  t0  cels.  Fathers,  Authors  doome  the  afting,  (yea  the  ve- 

^3 4; 9 4^  ***  ry  beholding  of  fuch  academicall  Enterludes , elpeci- 
ally  by  Clergie-men,  who  are  now  to  forward  to  pen, 
to  ael  and  lee  them  whereas  (d)  above  40.  feverali 
tccn/^‘7'  Co-uncels  have  positively  decreed,  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  prefent  at  any  fuch  Playes  or  Enterludes)  to 
bee  both  fcandalous  and  infamous,  not  onely  in  the 
repute  of  Chriftians , but  of  Pagans  too,  efpeci- 
^1Vt;s  ally  of  the  anciant  Pagan  Romans  • In  feenam  emm. > 
st  fir  ft-  ' * fro  dire  et  populo  ejfe  Jpettaculo  * nemini  in  Cjr&cis  genti- 
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bus  fuit  tnrpitudini ; oftidt,  omnia  apad  Romanos , partim 
infamta,  parting  humilia , atqae  ab  honeflate  remota 
ponnntur , as  ( d)  Emilias  Frobtss  writes.  And  can  a-  f In.  ^’s  E*ce*’ 
ny  gentlemen  or  fcholiers  whatfoever,  thirrke  this  an 
honor  to  them , to  be  excellent  A dors , Mafquers  or  piefatiop.3 
dancers, in  any  Academicall  Enterludes, which  the  ve- 
ry heatbc  1 (befides,  Councels,  Fathers,  and  Chriftian 
authors  ) haue  long  fince  fentenced  as  their  fhame  t 
Doubtles  no  ingenuous  chriftian  ought  to  be  fo  (tupid, 
fo  prophane  or  gracelefle,  as  to  harbour  any  fuch  con- 
ceit within  their  breafts.  And  here  that  I may  not  to 
farre  digreffe  into  a large  difeourfe  againft  asfeademi- 
call  or  private  Enterludes  fincel  have  beene  foover- 
teedious  againft  popular,  I {hall  onely  commend  thefc 
three confiderations  to  the  Readers,  and  all  Acadewi - 
call  Adors  confciences* 

Firft,  that  the  Fathers , the  Primitiue  Chriftfans , 2 

the  fore-recited  Councels  , and  Pagan  aiithors , never 
rnade^  nor  knew  ofany  fuch  novelldiftindion  astrhis, 
ofPopular  &j4cademicftll  Enterluds»but  condemned  all  y*Scc  |,erc 
playes  alike, as  well  thofe  in(f)private  houfes.as  in  pub-  373.3  8 
li\e  Theators  as  well  thofe  that  were  aded  by  Volun- 
tary as  by  hired  and  profefled  A dors, both  which  they 
reputed  infamous,  as  I haue  here  largely  manifefted. 

Secondly  that  all , at  lealiwife  moft  of  all  the  argu-  a 
rnents,  the  authorities  here  produced  againft  pop  ular 
ftage-players , ftand  firme  againll  Academicall  too, 
there  being  no  other  difference  betweene  them  that  I 
know,  but  this;  that  the  one  are  mnre  frequent,  mare  p . ^ 
publike  then  the  other  : their  materials,  circumftan-  nius fcmcnrL^ 
ces,  concomitants,  and  manner  of  ading.  being  (f)  for  germina.  Pro- 
the  molf  part  both  alike , and  their  original  too . fper  Aquir, 

Thirdly,  that  Academicall  Enterludes  are  in  this  re*  Contr, Collate 
gard  farre  worfe  then  popular, in  that  they  give  a kind rena  c* 4 ,e 
of  authoritie , and  juftification  to  publike  Enterludes  3 
Adors,  and  Play-haunters,  our  common  Players  and 
Playhsmnters  alleaging  the  examples  of  our  vniverfity 
Sffff  3 Enterludes 
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Chriftians  and  Pagans  t as  the  foregoing  Scene 
demonlfrates# 

Therefore  it  muft  queftionleffc  bee  finfull , unlawfull 
unto  Chriftians. 

Argument,  t.  Secondly. 

If  tho/e  who  have  afted  Stage-PIayes , have  all 
wayes  beene  banifhed , excluded  and  caft  out  of 
the  common  weak,  and  made  uncapable  of  any 
honor,  or  promotion,by  Chriftian  by  Pagan  Re- 
publiques,  Emperors,  Kings,  Magiftrats,  If  they 
have  bin  excommunicated  both  from  the  word, 
theSacraments^the  focietie  of  Chriftians1&  difa- 
bled  to  giveany  teftimony,or  to  take  any  Ecclefi- 
afticall  Orders  or  promotions  upon  them, by  the 
folcmne  refolutfons , constitutions  and  Decrees, 
of  Councels , Fathers , and  the  whole  Primiriue 
Church, even  for  their  very  PJay*ading  ; which 
thus  debarred  them  from  all  the  priviledges  both 
of  Church  and  common weale;then  certai:  ely  the 
• profefiion  of  a ftage-player  , together  with  the 
afting  of  playes  , is  unbefeeming  and  unlawfull 
unto  Chriftians,  Sec p.  13^  1 34. 

But  thofe  who  aefted  playes,  have  alwayes  thus  beene  . 
handled:as  being  altogetherunworthy  ofany  pri-  . 
vileges  ofChurch  or  comon  weakjwitnes  the  ex- 
amples of  Plato  }Anttotle, the  Majfilienfes , Laca- 
demonians  ^ Iewes,  auncient  Germaines , Tiberius , 
Au^ufius  7^ero^Traiany  Marcus  Aurelius , Con - 
fiantine^reboniusTujinns  Henry  the  third  TP  hi  Up 
tMuguflus  5 and  othersforecited  5 rvho  excluded 
Players  and  F lay-poets  out  o£  their  Republics, 
t : andb'amfied  them  their  Thminionh  (’to  which  i 
might  adde  (0)  Lewi*  they,  farnamcdthej*W//, 
who  made  divers  good  Laws  againjf^tte-boafes, 
*P layers  , playes  and  other  enormities ) VVimefle 
the  foiealeag ed  Councels  , Fathers  and  Primi- 
tive Church } & C hrifiianswheexconrmunk ated  al 
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crs  & Attors  from  the  wordj  the  Sacraments  And 
ad  Chrifiian  fociety  ; difabling  them  to  give  any 
pabltke  teftimonyy  or  to  take  any  ecclefiajttca/l  or- 
ders and  preferments  &c  .even for  their  very  afting 
of  Stage-places:  See  part  i.Att.^Scene  1.  Ad6. 

Scene  5 . Ad.  7.  Scene  2. 3, 7.  and  the  next  fore 
going  Scene,where  all  this  is  largely  inanifefted. 

Therefore  the  profeflion  of  a Stage-player,  together 
with  the  ading  of ftage-playes,  is  unbefeeming 
and  unlawfull  unto  Chriitians- 

Thirdly  • Argument* 

1 he  profeflion  , the  adion  of  any  unlawfull  G 
fcandalous  or  diilioneft  fports , cannot  but  bee 
unlawfull,  efpecially  unto  Chriflians,  who  mnfi 
abfteincy  not  onely  from  all  evil!  things,  but  likje* 
wife  from  all  appearance  of evill : 1 Thei.5.22.  See 
here  Part  i.Ad-3.Scene  3 .Ad.  5.Scene  1,2,3.6c 
Ad.  6 • Scene  4.  accordingly. 

But  Stageplaycsasthe  Premiles  prove  at  large,  are 
unlawfull,  fcandalous  and  difhoneft  fports. 

Therefore  their  adion  cannot  but  be  unlaw  full, efpe- 
cially  untoChriftians. 

Fourthly*  . Argument*  4. 

That  profeflion  which  hath  neither  Gods  word  for 
its  nf  e,  nor  his  gforie  for  its  end , muff  ccrtaine- 
fy  be  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians ; witneffe  , PfitU 
Ml?.p,lo.  ^al. 6.16 . 1 CV.10.3I.C.&20.  1 Pet • 

4.1 1.  which  informe  us,  that  Gods  people  muft 
make  his  word  the  fquare,  his  glory  the  cheife 
and  onely  end  of  all  their  adions. 

But  the  profeflion  or  art  of  ading  Playes,  hath  nei- 
ther the  word  of  God  for  its  rule  (there  being  nei- 
ther precept  nor  example  in  all  the  feripture  for 
to  warrant  it,  but  many  texts  againft  it : See  here 
p-547-to  551*  &723‘t0736$Jnoryettheglory 
of  God  for  its  end,  as  I have  here  largely  manife- 
ftcd,p.  127,  to  13  3-&A520*  to  570, 

T 1 1 1 1 Therefore 
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Therefore  it  muft  certainely  bee  unlavvfull  unto 
Chriftians. 

Fifily, 

That  art  or  trade  oflife,  in  which  men  cannot  pro- 
ceed with  faith  or  comfort, & on  which  men  can- 
not pray  fpr  or  expeft  a blefling  from  God,  mud: 
queftionleffe  be  unlawfull  unto  Chriftians:  wic- 
ne(Te,7<£^.  14.25.  Lfal.  129.7,8.  Thil.^.  6.  8.p. 
I John  5.1 6.  Neh.  1.11.  C'l.io,Pfal,yo,i  7. 

Butin  this  art  or  trade  of  acting  Piayes.men  cannot 
proceed  with  faichorcomforc,becaufeit  hath  no 
warrant  from  the  word  , the  * rule  of  faith  • nor 
from  the  Spirit , the  efficient  caufe  ef  faith  • nor 
from  the  Church  or  Saints  of  God,  * the  houjbold 
ef  faith  : neither  can  men  pray  for  or  expecr  ablef* 
iing  from  God  upon  their  Playacting  $ it  being  a 
calling  of  the  very  * D ivel sin  flit  ution^ot  of  Gods 
appointment $ a calling  not  authorized  by  the 
word  of  God,  and  therefore  no  wayes  incided  to 
the  blefling  of  God  : A profeflion  I dare  fay  , on 
which  the  very  profeffors  themlclves , could  ne- 
ver heartily  pray  as  yet  for  a blefling  5 Thither 
doe  or  can  thofe pious  Chrifiians  which  go  by  whiles 
they  are  afting^fay , * The  blcffing  of  the  Lora  be 
upon  you , wee  bleffie  you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord . A 
profeflion  which  hath  ofc  times  drawne  downe 
the  very  vengeance  and  curfe  of  God  on  many 
who  have  pigedfed  or  beheld  it , See  here/*  5 5 2. 
to  568. 

Therefore,  it  muft  queftionleffe  bee  unlawfull  unto 
Chriftians. 

Sixtly. 

That  calling  or  profeflion  in  which  a man  cannot 
attribute  his  gaines  to  the  blefling  and  favour  of 
God ; fo  as  to  fay,  it  is  God  that  hath  bleffed  mee 
in  this  my  honeft  vocation  and  made  me  rich$and 
for  his  gaines  and  thriving  in  which  hee  cannot 

render 
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render  any  thanks  & prayfe  to  God ; muft  dotitb- 
leffe  be  an  ungodly  calling  and  profeflion,not  law- 
ful! among  Chriftians:witnes  10.22.  (jen% 

33.5,11.  2 C hr  on.  1.12.  Ecclef.j.lQ.  Afatth.11. 
6.  3 3*  'PfaE  145*  1,2*  15,16.  47.  I 

!T/>w.4.3,4.& Phil. 4.6.  . 

But  Players  cannot  attribute  or  aferibe  their  gaincs 
to  the  bleffing  and  favour  of  God ; it  being  but 
* tur^  lucrurru,  difhoneft  filthy  gaine,  much  like 
the  * htre  of  an  harlot : neither  can  they  render 
true  praife  or  thankes  to  God  for  what  they  gaine 
by  acting,  becaufethey  have  no  aflurance  that  it 
proceedes  from  his  good  bitfling , on  this  their 
lewdeprefeflion. 

Therefore  it  mull:  doutlefle  bee  an  ungodly  calling 
and  profeflion,  not  lawfull  among  Chriftians. 

Seventhly. 

That  profeflion  towards  the  maintenance  of  which, 
a man  cannot  contribute  without  finne,  and  facri- 
facing  to  the  Deviil  himfelfe  , muft  queftionlefle 
bee  unlawfuil  unto  Chriftians  ;See  2 Or.10.21, 
22,23.  Rom.  1.30,31. 2 Iohn  10,1 1. 

But  no  man  can  contribute  towards  the  maintenance 
of  Stage- players,  as  Stageplayers,  with  out  finne, 
without  facrificing  to  the  very  Deviil  himfelfe  : 
For  hiflriombus  dare  immane  peccatum  efi  : &hi- 
firionibus  dare^efl  d&mombus  immolare\te  St  * Aft 
rapine,  * Raymmdns , and  fundrie  others  teftifie : 
See  herep.  324,325,  3 26.905. 906.  & 688. 

Therefore  it  muft  queftionlefle  bee  unlawfuil  unto 
Chriftians. 

Eighrly. 

That  calling  or  profeflion  which  altogether  indifpo- 
fe  h and  unfits  men  for  Gods  worship  & fervice, 
and  for  all  religious  duties  , muft  neceflarily  bee 
finfull  and  unfutable  unto  Chriftians  .*  See  Luke  i2 
74.7 5. Hf^r.  1 2.1.  &CMatth. 5,  29,30^  Att*l9* 
18,19* /<?#».  2 21. 1 Pef.2, 2,2* 

Ttttt  % But 
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But  the  profelTion  ofPIayafting  doth  altogether  in- 
difpofe,and  unfit  men  for  Gods  worfhip,  his  fer- 
vice,for  the  hearing  of  his  word  , the  receiving 
of  his  Sacraments,  (from  which  all  Players  were 
excomuhica:ed)&  from  ail  other  religious  duties: 
Sec  here p.  3 5)3 .to 4 20.&  foi .52  2.to  542  .&p.5<S  j . 
to  *71-. 

Therfore  it  muft  neceflarily  be  unlawfull  unto  Chri- 
ftians. 

Ninthly. 

That  profelTion  which  is  pernicious  and  hurtful  both 
to  the  manners  mindes  and  foules  of  men  , and 
preiudiciall  to  the  Church,  the  State  that  fuffers  it 
muft  certaitiely  bee  unlawfull,  intolerable  among 
Chriftians  : See  herep.  447,448.  &/<?£.  10  10. 

But  the  profelTion  of  a&ing  Playes  is  pernicious  both 
to  the  manners  mindes  and  foules  of  men , of  a- 
&ors&  fpeeftators,  & preiudiciai  to  the  Churches 
and  States  that  fuffer  them : witnefle : page  302. 
to  568. 

Therefore  it  muft  certainely  be  unlawfull , intollera- 
ble  among  Chriftians. 

Laftly. 

That  calling  which  the  very  profeftors  of  it  upo  their 
converfion  & repentance  have  vtterly  renounced 
with  Ihame,  and  higheft  deteftation , as  altoge- 
ther incompatible  with  Chriftianity, piety  or  l’al- 
vation,  muft  certainely  be  finfull  and  utterly  un- 
lawful! unto  Chriftians  : See  6. 20,21. 

But  fundry  profefied  A&orsand  Stage-players 
both  in  the  Primitive  Church  and  fince,upontheir 
true  converfion  and  repentance,  have  vtterly  re- 
nounced and  given  over  their  profelTion  of a&ing 
PIayes,with  foule  confounding  fhame  and  higheft 
deteftation, as  altogether  incompatible  with  Chri- 
ilianity,  piety,  or  falvarion  • See  here  p#  1 34-  fol. 
54a.  545.566.568.  p.  561* to  573.84c .&  910. 

Therefore 
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Therefore  it  mult  cerrainely  be  finfull  and  altogether 
unlawful!  unto  Chriftians. 

And  that  upon  thefe  icverall  grounds  which  is  the 
fccond  thing. 

Firft,  in  regard  of  the  parts  & perfons  that  are  in<Dft 
ufual!y  a&ed  on  the  Stage:which  are  for  the  moftpart 
( p ) Devills } heathen  Idoll  Cjods  and  Cjoddeffes  , Satyrs , 

Syluanes , Furies y Fayries , F ates  fJSl^ymphesy  Mufes , Ad^fsccRc  - 
[uch  like  ethnicke  idolatrous  figments  y which  Chrifiians  2,  ?,43y.ac  Adt 
fhould  not  name  or  repre[ent:Or  elfe  Adulterers  }tVhore-  Scene  ^.to 
maflers,  Adulter effes y Whores ,1$ awdes , Panders  Jnce-  Mr,StubsAna« 
fiuous per(ons,Sodomites,Parricides  fTyr  ants  ^Traitors  y t0^ °| Abufcs 
rBlafphemers , Cheaters , Drunkards j Daraftes,  Prodi-  G.  hiVrcfutati- 
gals  ^Fantafliques,  ‘Ruffians  y and  all  \inde  of  vitious  on  of  Apologic 
godleffe  perfons  $ whofe  very  wickedneffes  are  the  comon  forA&orsp^tf 
Sttbiett  ofthofe  Stageplayes  which  men  fo  much  applaud:  J.7*6 aCcor‘ 
And  if  the  perfons  of  any  Magiflrates  CMiniflers  or 
Profeffors  of  Religion  are  brought  upon  the  Stage  (as. 
now  too  oft  they  are)  it  is  (f)  onely  to  deride  and jeere  q SeeParti.Act 
them 3> for  that  which  mofl  commends  them  to  Cjod  and  all  g. Scene  6,  & 
good  men.  The  parts  and  perfons  therefore  of  Stage-  P*8j4j$ 
playes  being  fuch, the  reprefentionofthe  on  the  Stage 
muft  needs  be  ill.as  I have  largely  proved : pag,88,8p, 

175*  to  178.  &c. 

Secondly,  in  refpeft  of  the  fubiecT  matter  of  Stage- 
play  es(q)which  is  either  prophane  or  heathenifcfraught  ^ SeeParti.Act 
with  the  names y the  hiftories , ceremonies , applaufesya&s  & 7.ac»- 

andvillanies  of  Pagan  Idols : or  rtbaldrous  ywicked,&  ob-  cording!]*. 
fceney  conf fling  of  Adulteries , Whorcdemes , Rapes , /»- 
cefls,  Treafonsy  APurthers,fo  Hi  citations  to  lcwdneffe,ri- 
baldricybawdriefreacherie, prodigious  periurtes,  blaf- 
phemies , oathes  , execrations , *//  kindes  of  wicked- 

neseOr  impious  and blatfibemous ,abuflng  Scripture, God, 

Religion t Cjrace,  and  Goodneffe  : Or  Satyricall  y flmde- 
rous , and  defamatorie  ; «r  frothy  at  the  befly 

full  of  amorous , effeminate  wanton  dalliances,  pa (fages, 
pa  florals,  or  of  idle  words  & allions.  A ll  which  can  nei- 
ther be  uttered  nor  a&ed,  without  fmneaud  fhame,  as 
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I have  more  largely  proved,  5.  throughout; 

r De  fpectacu-  and  as  (r)  Tertis  Rian  (s J ChryfoHome  (t)  Cyprian  (u\ 
li*  c.  1 5, to  u.  Lattantitii  ,(x)  Saluian^fy)  Tforthbrooke  fa)  Gotten 
{i^Madi&  ( a)  St"^sy  (0  Doff.  Reynolds , and  (c)  others  win  es; 
Seeherc  p 40;.  becaufe  fuch  things  as  thefe,  (d , ought  not  tobe  named , 
406,  t De  Spe-  much  Idle  then  Perfonated , among  Cbriftians  : they 
ctaculisl.Epift.  are evill  in  their  owne  nature,  their  r ep ref en cations 
jLiEpift  i°.  & therefore,  being  ithe  (e)  appearances  of  evill  , which 
De*  vero  Cultu  Chriftians  mult  abftaine  from,  cannot  be  good, 
c.io.  ^ De Gus  Thirdly  , in  regard  of  the  very  manner  of  ading 
bern,dei.l.6.  j Playes,conflfting  offundry  particular  branches, which 
his  Treatife  a-  | have  at  large diicuffed  5.  Scene.  1 2. 3, 4, 5, <5. 7. 
- escon-  ^C’  on  W^1C^  y°u  may  refled  , and  therefore  fhall 
Sited  Action"*,  paffe  more  breifly  over  them  now,  recitingonry  fome 
1.  4 Anatomy  pafiages,fome  authorities  that  I thei  e omitted, 
of  Abufes  p i 03  The  firft  confiderable  particular  in  perfonating  of 

i°4*  b Stage- play  es,  is  the  hypocrifieof  it , in  counterfeiting 

pl^sp  a^T*11^011^  habits,  geftures,  °ffices,  vires,  words, 
&c.c  l.G.Re  adions,  perlons,  but  even  the  geftures  and  pafTions  of 
futation  of  the  others, whofe  parts  are  reprelented;which  I havepro- 
Apologicfor  ved  hypocrifie,Ad.5.Scent  i.p.i  56, to  1 6 1 Hencef/^ 
6it0?fc' he*f  7 Justus  compares  hvpocrites  and  fecrer  enemies 
e j unto  Stage-players:  tanquam  tn  theatro  perfonatos  fub 
a 1/  * aliens  habitu  tegentes  veram faciem  H - nee  (g ) jftha- 

f DeCoronati  najius  {tiles  the  hypocriticall  Spier  it  tin  herctiques  .who 
one  Principis  covered  their  fettle  herefy  with  a fare  out  fide  .Stage pi  ay* 
P Hit^ri  * €rSm  ^ence  alfo  is  that  paffage  o£(h)  Zeno  Veronenfti 

igitur  Epicnti-  an  ancient  Father.  T)eniqtte  hypocrita  tile  dicitur.  qui 
anorum  ex  Mi.  **  theatro  perfona  vultui Juperimpoftta , cum  alius  fit , a • 
letianiitransfu.  lifts  effe  fm.4atur  ; verbt  caufa.tnterdum  regis  perfona 
gatorumfeopus  vtitttr , cum  ft  ipfe  plebeius.  aut  ctiam  ‘ Domini  cum  for ~ 
It'u;  \ta  irc]>  te  ipfe  lit  fervtts . Ita  er<ro  in  hac  vita  complurimi  homi - 
ribiic.  Epift  :ad  nt4Yn  ^nquam  theatre  fmulai is  p ?r(oms  vtuntur  etpctis , 
Soiitariam  vi=  (as  too  many  likewise  doe -in  th'S  our  age)  etcumfunt 
tam  a genres,  p.  extrinfecus  aliud.ah'jd  fe  effekomintbtts  efiendunt  Pa- 
A rallel  to  which  is  that  of  (1)  7*  afchktius  %atbertus: 
iunioTib?  Pa  ^3nc  autem  quia  hypocrita  vt  Mimi  Cerundurru  trafi - 
trurn  Tom!  * p.  cam~  fadtfm  in  theatricis  Ludorum , cor  am  h(  minibus 

1X7.G  1 In  Marhae,Evang;l,<}.Bibl.PatmmTom.^.parsi.986,B.  Sec  here  p.  15 3. 
inthemargent,  Viatolo 
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^Diabvlo  aftipulante  permute ent  fe3  et  cupinnt  iufi ivide - 
ri,  cum  rex  militwn  venerit  y invement  non  jef niff e quo- 
rum partes  agcbstnt  in  fnperficieyfed  fcenicorum  imitato* 
res  quorum  If  eciem  tenebant  tn  corde,  Which  berng 
add. d to  that  of  learned  and  laborious  Mr.  Foxy  who 
Riles  hypocrites  and  fade  teachers,  (k)  hiftriones  pteta- 
tisy  (as  ( l Humphries  and  others  call  the  Maffe./ft- 
ftrionicam  fahuUrru , ettheatricum  Papifmi  Specfacu-  />  fn  Apocalyps 
l urn)  is  a lufficient  evidence, that  Stage-players  are  hy-  ^ & <*p  *s* 
pocrite$,and  the  adingofPlayes  hypocniie,  therefore  ^Vn*ctmor# 
unlawful!  unto  Chnftians.  ^lR 

Thefecond  unlawfull  circumltance  in  the  aftingof 
Playes;  is  thegioTec^fcenitv7amoroufnefle,wanton- 
neffe,and  effeminacie  that  attends  it, which  he.  e I fhall 
but  name  becaufe  I have  at  largedcbated  it, Adj .Scene 
2,3,4^.  to  which  I fhall  referreyou. 

The  third, is  theapparent  vanity,  follie  ,and  fanta- 
flique lightneffe  which  appeares  in  tho k(m)ridiculoits 
antique  ,mimicall \fooltfh  gefture  s ^complement  s .embrace- 
went s [miles .nods  jnot ions  of  the  eyes  .head,  feete,  hands, 

& whole  intire  body  which  flayers  v[eyofpurpofeto  pro - m See  Afr.f. 
v okj heir  Spectator sto profttfe inordinate  laughter,  which  & A& 

abfurd  irrationall , unchriftian  if  not  inhumane  geftures * See^Sam. 
and  a&ions.more  fit  for  skittifh  goates  then  men,or  fo-  n.  13 , 14, 
ber  Chriftians,if  grave  men,  if  reafon  or  religion  may I>rov*  2^ 
be  judges, are  intruth  naught  elfe  but  the  ver y\yi)extrc-  Ecclc^  z-I2  C« 
mine  of folly, of  vanity  }if not  of  "Bedlam frenzy.  F or  what  7f\ |*,C’9^,C‘ 1 0 
greater  evideiKes  can  there  be  of  vanity,  folly.or  fren-  0 See Mir  Stubs 
zy,then  to  fee  a wife  man  ad  the  fooles  or  clownes ; a hi*  Anatomic 
fober  man  the  drunkards,  bedlams,  wantons , fanta- °f*buJesP-10* 
ftiques:.a patient  man, the  furies,murtherers,ty  rants &c.  tion  ofA^s 
a chad:  man  the  Sodomites^whoremaders, adulterer, a-  grcfor 
dultreffcs,  whores  bauds  or  Panders  5 an  honed  man  p.  5 6.  j7.  [)r* 
the  theefs  or  cheatcrsjyeaa  reafbnable  man  the  horfes,  Reynolds  Orer 
Beares,  Apes,  Lyons,  &c.  or  a male  the  womans  part*  tl?rovv  of  StaSc 
What  more  abfurd,  then  to  behold  a bale  notorious  gca^spy 71 0> 
Rogue  reprefenting  not  only  the  perfoivofa  Maiedrate  ° 
minideraPeere,  Knight,  &c»  but  even  the  Maiedie, 
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fEccleUo.6,7,  pompe  State, office, of  the  greateft  Monarchjthe  vanity  - 

Vror.jo.ia*  Salomon  reprehended  long  agoe : when  he  ( p )f** 

^£narratio  • in  f°^J *n&reAt  dignity \tvh  en  be  beheld  Servants  to  ride 

Pfal  /I  Yom.rf  on  horfes,  and  Princes  walking  as  fervants  on  the  earth . 

pais  1*68.  rSee  Or  what  can  be  more  impiousor  prophane,  then  to  be 

here  p,  77. hold  a Chriftian  who  beares  the  image  of  God,  of 

‘^ertuUDe  Chrift  ingraven  on  his  Soule, cuius  fignum  fe  infronte 

Philo fudxus  * portareajjerityctdecordeperdidit , as(^)St.  Auguftine 

de  Decalogo  1*  fpeakes  Jto  ad  the  part, the  perfon  ,to  put  on  the  habit,  1 

and  all  con-  the  Image  of  a pagan, an  Idol,(r  )yea  a heathen^God  and 

mediators  on  Goddejfe  on  the  Stage  , the  very  recitall  of  whofe  names > | 

the  fecond  com*  rites  the  very  making  of  whofe  images, is  grojfe  I- 

™rdh^vwfth  dolatry  , condemned  by  theexprejfe  letter  of  the  fecond 

ourovvne  ho-  eommandement y and  (f)  infinite  other  Scripture , as  all  j 

milies  againft  Chiilfian  writers  iointly  witneffe.  Certainely  if  the  • 

the  peril!  of  I.  Scriptures  be  fo  rigid,  as  to  prohibit,  (t)  all  idle  wanton 

dairy. /Sec  f0Qltpjw0rds  -.all  unfeemely  veflures  ,and  lafciuious  mo-  1 

txod.2^24.  J . r . . ’ J . ' & , , r . 1 r / 

Dcutr  7.  5.  1 tl°ns  of  the  body : {u)as  the  pride  the  lof tines  0}  the  conn-  . 
King.  10.26.  tenancC)the(x)amorous  glances  of  the  eye , the  walking 
c.ii.iS.  c.  18.  with  firetched  oat  neckes  and  wanton  eyes,  the  mincings 
4.  c.  a j*  14.  2 tackling  0f  thefeete  &c.  commanding  Chriftians 
7 i°Io'hn^Yi  ^ t0  fHt  awa7  vamtie  folly  and  madnes,with  all{a)un. 
t Match.  1 2.$<s!  ftemely  things ; and  confineing  thcm(£ )to  gravitiejno- 
37. Ephcf.  5.2.3.  defieycomlines  and fobrietie,  both  in  their  aftions  (c)  ge- 
4.  u Hay  3 ,9.  Hures,apparell(d)haire{ e)w or ds ,th ought sf  f )&  things  ' 
moment,  the  (g)gravitie  of  Chrift  & Chri - I 
j^Mat  jYI fi*aHS  being  fach  informer  time  that  they  were  never feen 
29.  2 Pet. 2. 1 4.  t0  laugh  Jeldome  to  [mile  much  lejfe  to  ufe  any  light  dif-  j 
Prov.6  1 2. 1 3.  honeft  geft  are  s, or  play  any  wanton  Childijb  pranks , as  a- 
•pIfay  l6'  dors  doe:)  we  cannot  but  from  thence  conc!ude,that  it 
/f/toY13"*  conc^efnns  theft  wanton  poftures,  Complements,dalli- 
Pfal.4  2.  pfaT  ances,  motions, & reprefentations,  that  alwayes  attend 
11937.  £cclcf.*  the  ading  of  Playes;which  in  their  very  beft  acception 
9.9.  c.10.10  c.  ( h ) are  vanity  & the  appearance  ofevill.  if  not  impiety 
i. i7.c*<o.u  anj  f]nne  jp  fe[fc  & fQ  vn]awfuu  unt0  Chriftians. 
Pfal.7j.4e&85  ? 

phef  5.3,0.  9.1. 1 Cor.i  1.13,14.  c.13.5.^  Tit.2.3.22.  iTim.2  9.10.  Phi!.4.8.Eph 
4.i*Eph.5.7.5-i7.Rom,i6. 2 PhiUl.27.  c 1 Tim.2.9.io.Ifay.3. 1 8.to  2 9.Deut.2  2.f. 
^eph.1.8. 1 Pet  3.3,4. 4 1 Cor.i  1.4  •to  16.  iTiro.2.9.  1 Pet. 3.3  Seemy  unlovelinej 
ofLovelocks.f  Eph  4, 29.31.0. 5. 3,4  Pf 3 9.1. PC  914  /Gen^j.Prov.n.j.c.if, 
to*  Ier.4,1^  Here  p.194.402.403,  h Here p.  1*7. to  132,  The 
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The  fourth  is  the  appareli  wherein  Playes  are  aded ; 4 

in  which  two  things  are  confiderable,  which  make  the 
ading  of  Playes  unlawful! : Firft,  the  abufe ; Secondly, 
the  exceflive  gawdineffe,  amoroufnefle,and  fantaftique 
ftrangenelfe  of  theatrical!  appareli. 

For  the  firft  of  thefe ; not  to  infift  upon  this  particu-  1 
lar,that  infamous  fordid  Adors  oft  ufurpe  the  habits  of 
* c^fi«/^r/,Magiftrates,  Gentlemen,  Citizens,  and  o-  » See  here, pan- 
thers; yea,  the  robes  of  Emperours, Princes, Nobles,  f96*634Awo 
Biftiops,Iudges,and  thofe  whole  parts  they  adl, which  a 

arenowaies  luitable  to  their  condition  or  profelllon;  plu  in  Bi- 
I lli all  onely  pitch  upon  this  one  particular  abufe,  of  ihops,  Mini- 
mens ading  female  parts  in  womens  appareli  and  haire  ftcrs,brReli- 
in  Enterludes  ; Vbi  alius  foccls  obauratk,  indutusfe-  Z 
ricavefie , mnndotfe  pretiofo , & adtextls  cap  it  e crinibus , feann^  jJngUii 
incejfuperfluo fammam  ment itur  ; as  k zApuleius  expref-  cruc'm,  De  vito 
feth  it.  Which  pradife  is  diametrally  contrary  to  & Honeftate 
cDeut.22**)*  The  woman fhallnot  weare  that  which  pertai - Ecclefajlicorum . 
aethto  a man, neither  [hall  a manput  on  awomans  garment ; P'lzi- 

for  all  that  doe  fo, are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord  thy  God . p{10feoj 
Which  Scripture,  as  it  condemnes  womens  cutting  of  pag.  182, 
their  haire  like  men  (as  HP^abanus  LMaurus,  Nicholaus 
de  Lyra , Hugo  Cardinally  , Junius,  and  fundry  other  1 Ad  $ .Scone 
* forequoted  £xpofitors  on  this  text  aifirme,  who  couple  m* Mai.iaruis 
it  with  the  1 Cor.  11.  to  1 6.)  together  with  their  ScorusJ™.^- 
cloathing  of themfelves  in  mans  array ;(amaniiifh  who-  tas.<\  An  854 
rifh  pradife,  of  which  m Tope  Jone,  a notable  firumpet ; Col.  1 5 *«Mar- 
n Theodora,  0 a Roman  Matron,who  waited  on  Stephanio  ^ini  p°lom 
the  V layer,  in  cut  haire,  and  mans  appareli,  as  his  Page  ; ^8  5^*  Col** 
* Tecla,  a famous  Virgin,  Qua  pro  Paulo  quarendo  tonfu - l ^ i.Papaa  09. 
ram&  vinlemhabitum  fufeepit ; (even  againft  S,  Pauls  Polychron;.- 

corvl  5,0.30. 

fol.i2>4.  Caxtons  Chronicle,  part  5.  Anno  88  5. Volatcranus  Commentar.  hb.ii, 
tol.  i*8.  Balseus  De  Romanorum  Pontificum  Adis.  lib.  4.  pag.  1 1?.  with  others 
here  quoted,  pag.  18  5.  n Nicephorus  Calliftus  Ecdefiaftic.Hiftor.  Iibj7.cap.s. 
Centunse Magdeburg.  6.  Col.  $49.  8 ©8.  0 Sueconij  Odavius,  fed,  41.  * Vin- 
centij  Speculum  Hiftoriaie.  lib.  9.  cap. 48.  AntoniniChronicon.  pars  isTit.6.cap. 
iS,fe  d $«  fol.  157. 
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•Vinccntij  profelfed  dodrine,  I Cor ♦ Ii.  5,  6, 15.) and  fo repaired 
Aor^^cT*  Hl"  difguifed  to  his  lodging  , to  bee  inft  rutted  by  him . 
1 1 54 16  fol*  * Eugenia,  a female  Romifh  Saint,  herhaire , 

119.  * fcr  r /»  apparell , and fo  went  difguifed 

* Vincendj  to  the  Lftfonaftery  of  Saint  Helenas  the  Bifhop,  whether 
Speculnm.  Hi-  no  woman  might  haveexceffie,  where  Jhee  entred  into  Reli~ 
7°f7^77  i*on>  und  lived  many  yeeres  in  mans  app  are  til  the  a Monhe, 

5ce  libl  1 7 .cap*  andwos  at  lafi  cletted  tAbbot  of  that  ^Afonaflery , which 
2 9.  the  like  office  Jhe  managed  with  great  humility  like  a man,  as  all  re- 

example  of  puted  her . * Marina,  and  Eufrolina,  whopolled their  heads , 

Melania.  ancp on  mans  apparell,  and  then  entred  into  At onafleries , 
i 8*^02°  10^*  where  they  lived  and  died  profeffied  monkifh  V otaries , (or 
204. & Agrip-  father  difguifed  proftituted  Strumpets  to  their  chaft 
padc  V annate  fellow  Monkes)  as  * fun  dry  others  have  done  of  latter 
Sciential um.  times.*  G undo, an  infamous  Virag o,^uacomam  capitis  in - 
**Vuv'*nti  fcidity&  contra  Dei  iura  vir'tlia ftsmpfit  indumenta^armif y 

Speculum uccinitajbactilo^innixa : andthus attyred,reforted  to  the 
ftoi-.lib.il. cap.  Atonafiery  of  S .Karilephus,^/?*  avoyded the fight  ofallwo « 
44*  men\But  no  fooner  was  fhe  entred  into  the  inward parts  of  the 

rSee  Vincen-  Abbathie , btst  fhe  was  prefently flruche  bltnde  in  both  her 
liiftorialc  Tib  Ves*  ayjdpoffieffiedwith  a Dev  ill, vomiting  ftp  bloodinahor - 
1 j,cap  74,  to  4 manner,  for  this  her  unnaturall bold  attempt:  with  di- 
80.  Socrates  vers  other  T^omifi  P female  Votaries,who  have  polled  their 
Scholaft.  He-  heads , and  entred  into  Atonafieries  as  profeffied  Atonies,  in 

ctefiaft.Hiftor.  rnans  apparell, the  better  to  fat  iatetheirowne  and  other  un- 
i,j«c,43.Grati-  rrn*—L-.  n.a.  u 


an  Cauf*$  1 c^afie  Afonins  lufls,  have  beene  notorioufly  guilty* 
Quxft. s. 1,54^  Witncff z Cornelius  Agrippa,  who  writes  thus  of  thefe 
b.dt  here, p.184  chafte  Virgin  Nonnes  ana  Monkes  : * £2uin  & pltsrimt 
,8?>aoJ>ao4*  moniahum&  veflarnm&  beontnarum  domus  'private 

* De  Vanit.Scient,c.^3.  * Reliant  nunc  folas  moniaIes,&c.Dehi$aate  pluradicere 
(&  fi  plura,quas  did  poifint  fuppetebant)verec«ndia prohibet,ne non  de  castu  virgi- 
rmm  Dcodicataru  fedmagisde  lupanaribus,dedolis  & procacia  mcrctrictim,de  fyu- 
pris  &inceftuofis  opeiibiisdandumfermonem,prolixe  trah3mus4Nam  quid,obfe- 
cro,aliud  funt  hoc  tempore  puellarii  momfleria3nifi  quaedam  non  dico  Dei  fandua- 
najfcd  veneris  execranda  proftibula  ? Sed  lafcivoru  & impndicorum  juvenu  ad  li- 
bidines  explendas  receptacula,ut  idem  hodie  fit  puellam  velare,  quod  & publice  ad 
fcortandnm  exponere,&c.  Ttkolm  De  clepuingbjDe  Cerrufte  Ictlefi*  SUtifJilfadf.it » 
See  sap.,  1 e. 
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quadammeretriculorumfornicesfuntyquas  ettam  monachos 
& religiofos  ( ne  dijfametur  eorum  cafiitas ) nonnunquam 
fub  monachal!  cuculla , ac  virili  vdle  in  monafterijs  aluijfe 
fcimus,  &c.  Habent  cnim  facer  dotes,  monachi , pater  cub, 
montales , & quas  vocant  forores  jpedalem  lenociniorum 
prarogattvam , quttm  Hits  reltgionts  pratextu  liberum  fit 
quocunque  per  volar e , & quibufcunque  quantum  & quoties 
libet,fubjpecie  vifitationis  & confolationis  ,aut  confejfionis 
fecreto  finetefiibus  loqui,  tarn  pie  perfonata  funteorum  le- 
nocinia  & funt  ex  tilts  quibus pecuniam  tct/gijfe  piaculum 
eft,  & nihil illos  movent  verba  Pauli  dicentts ; Bonum  efi 
multerem  non  t anger e • quas  illi  non  raro  impudicts  con - 
tr  eft  ant  m ambus  & clanculum  confluuntad  lupanaria,ftu- 
prant  virginesfacras , vitiant  viduas,  & hojpttum  fuorum 
adulter  antes  uxores , nonnunquam  ettam,  quod  ego  fcio  & 
vtdiy  Iliact  tnfiar  pr adonis  abducunt,  & Platonica  lege, 
cumpopularibu t fuis  communes profiituunt,  & quarum  ani-  * Adoiefccnti- 
mas  lucrari  debent  Deoy  illarum  corpora  facrificant  Diabo - bus  impudice 
lo  altaquehis  mult  o feeler  at  iora,  & * quanefasefi  eloqui , ^bufifunr  hew 
infana  libidine  perpetrant : interim  caftitatis  votoabmde  ^ le fiarrx 
fatijfacientesy  fi  hbidinem,  fi  luxttnam,  fi  fornicationem,  mujtI  rc]ioi0fi 
fi adult  eriasfi inceftum  verbis  acerrtme inceffent  deteften-  & Clen'ci  in 
turque.  & de  vtrtutelocuti  clunes  agitent.  Sed  & flagitio - fuis  Utebris  & 
fijfimi  lenones fcelefiifilmaque lent  ftpefub  tilts  religionum  i* 

pelltbus  de  lit  e fount.  Tales  habent  aulica  doming  plerumq^  njn  . jjcc“ 
facr or um fuorum  mjfias,  & aulicarumnuptiarum  fcortati-  quodammodo 
onumque confultores.  Which  paflage  (econded  by  * di-  nefandu  gym- 

nafium  confti- 


ruunt  &paleftram,  in  illiusflagitijabominationc  le  ex^rcentes,  & optimi  qtaique 
epheboruminlupanari  ponuntur.  Contra  fanftamcaftitatem  quam  Domnopro- 
miferant  Gc  offendunt  continue  ctiam  publice,  praeter  ea  nefanda  qus  in  occultis 
perpetrant, quod  nec charts  reciperent,nec  pofietnlamus  exarare.  vivaria  Pcbgm* 
be  Pianftu  Ecclejhe.  1.  x.  Attic.  x fol Artie, x 8 .fol 1 34.  OnusEulefuc.  cap x 1 .» x, x 3 . 
& herep. H3.4454  * Epifcopi  vero  & Saccrdotes hujus  temporis  caftitatls  fanfti- 
moniam  (fine  qua  nemo  videbit  Deum)  tam  incorde  quam  in  corpore  quomodo 
ftudent  obfervare  ? qui  traditi  in  reprobum  fenfum  faciunt  quae  non  convcmunt. 
Quae  enim  in  occulco  Hunt  ab  Epifcopis  turpe  eft  dicere.  Melius  itaq;  arbitror  fuper 
hoc  diffimulare  & fuperfcdere,quam  aliquid,  unde  fcandalifentur  innocentes  & in- 
fjxperti  dicere,  Sed  ego  cur  ycrecundor  dicere,  quod  ipfi  non  verecundantur  facerc  ? 
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mo  quod  A-  vers  other  P op  iff?  and  Proteftant  Authors,  I wifh  our 
poftoius  non  pv0miih  Catholikes,  who  glory  of  the  chaftity  of  thefe 
fSbere&w*- their  g°ati{h  Votaries,  would  confider.)  So  it  likewife 
die*,*.  Dicit  reprehends  mens  nourifliing  of  their  haire  like  wo- 
autem  egregius  men,  and  their  putting  on  of  womens  attire,  (though  it 
prcdicator : Sic  be  but  now  and  then,)  as  an  abomination  to  the  Lord : 
m^culimmar*  And  no  wonder,  that  rhe  putting  on  of  womans  appa- 
dmem  operan-  the  wearing  of  long  haire  fhould  make  men 

tcs3&  merccdc  abominable  unto  God  himfelfe,  fince  it  was  an  abomi- 
fui  erroris  re-  nation  even  among  Heathen  men : Witneffe,  notonely 
cipientes.  Fra-  the r forequoted  examples  of  Heliogabalus , Sardanapalus, 
in^iens1*  vos  ^ero*  fyorus,  f Cairn  Caligula , and  others:  together 
me  coei’i ft with  c Commodns  and  u Annanss  the  effeminate  governor 
Vtm&rcL  Strmo.  ofBabilon , ( all  great  Sodomites  and  Adulterers: ) whofe 
edPaftores in Sy- going  clad  fometimes  in  womans  apparell  (for  none  of 
nodo  Rbcmtnft them  went  conftantly  in  that  array,  fome  of  them  one- 
a*  ty  0nce  or  tw*cc)  hrth  made  them  for  ever  execrable  to 
10^^;  allpoflerity:  infomuch  that  * e/£ lius  Lampri dins  writes 
no,  of  Commodus,  ( qui  clava  non  folum  leones  invefte  mu- 

f See  Suidac  liebri , fed  etiam  multos  homines  afflixit J Quod  tanta  im~ 
Caius,p.i  9 1 . pudentia  fuit,  ut  cum  mu  hebri  vefle  in  mphitheatro  & 
Theatro  fedens  publice  fapijfime  biberit . And  what  ac- 
eorreptus  ve-  curfed  fruits  this  effeminacy  of  his  produced,  the  fame 
lies  muliebres  Author  witnefleth ; Necirruentiuminfe  iuvenum  care- 
induebat  Cai-  bat  infamia^omni  parte  corporis  atque  ore  in  fexum  utrum - 
us  ,&  corram  quepollutus.  It  is  ftoried  of  z Ortyges  the  Tyrant  of  8ry- 
danT  ornar  \o  an^  comfantoyts>Sttit  legibusfolutis  res  administra- 

te faeminas*  * bant  civ  it  at  is  \ that  they  grew  to  that  height  of  effe- 
imitando,  & minacy  : Quod  per  hyemem  muliebribus  calceis  indun 
omnia  flagitia  ambulab  ant,  comas  nutriebant , nodique  capillorum  erant 
* i^rTam  ftH^wft3 0Qt  our  Ruffianly  Love-locke  wearers  marke 
pridij^  Com-  *t:)  caf*t  purpureis  cotoneifque  diadematibus  convotven- 
modus«pag.89.  tes%  Habebant  etiam  mundum  multebrem  totum  aureum , 
9 1 . ffeut  habere  famina  confueverunt ; which  made  them  fo 

n Athena  us  abominable  to  the  people , that  Hippotes  the  brother  of 

Dipnof.  I.12.C.  1 1 

xj.p.848.  * Commodus  Antoninus,  p,  89.91.  r Pag.  86,  * Athcn^us  DIpnoL 
lib,6.  cap,  6.  pag.411 .412, 
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Cnopus  invade  dthem  with  an  army , and  (Use  them.  The 
* Samians  are  taxed  for  effeminacy  by  Duris  and  Athene-  *Dipnofoph. 
US,Q uod  circa  brachia  ornatum  mulicbrem  geftatre  confute-  z-.c.^.p.S  31. 
veranti  atque  cum  Junonium  celebrarent  comas  pexas  ha - 
bentesyatque  in  ter  gum  reiettas  incedebant.Sic  illipexiju- 
mnis  templa  pet  ebant  AureaCafar earn  contortam  vincula 
nettunt : and  the  Sybarites  are  taxed  for  the  felfefame 
Crime;  bQsfgd  eft  etiam  apud  cos  confuetudo , ut  puenh  Athensus 
ad  tmpuberem  uftue  etatcm  purpuram,  capillorumcjuc  no - DlPn°£  lib.  1 z. 
dos  auro  revinttos geft ant SPaufani as  writes  of  Leujippus,  ^aP*6*P  8 1 1* 
who  went  clad  in  womans  apparell , and  wore  long  effemi - Arcadica  T 8 
nate  hair e like  a woman,  confecrated  to  Alpheus.,  the  bet-  p.  1I4.  Alebat 
ter  to  circumvent  the  chaftity  of  a Virgin  whom  he  loved ; adolefcens  Al~ 
that  he  was  Jlaine  by  Daphne  and  her  Nymph es, who  difco - P^eo  comam, 
vered  him  to  be  a male  in  womans  attire , as  he  was  bathing  cam  diecuni, 
among  them: fo  deteftable  was  this  his  levvdnes  to  them.  moreTokn? 
Yea,tuch  was  the  defecation  of  this  effeminate  unnatu-  religaffet,in 
rail  odious  pradife  of  mens  puttingon  womens  appa-^ullebri  vefte 


rell,cven  among  Ethnickes ; that  the  a Ly  dans  when  they aci  P^phnen 
chanced  to  mourne,did  ufuaiiy  put  on  a womans garment ,(ut  ^ 

deformitate  cultus  common,  maturius  ftultumproi/cere  mulans.Cum 


m&rorem  velint , that  the  very  deformity  and  infamy  tf/itaq;  vir^oefle 
that  array  might  move  them  the  fooner  to  caft  of  their  f 00-  ex  corporis  ha- 
lift  forrow  : and  Charondas  the  famous  Lawgiver , as  bmi  kicile  ere- 
c - Diodorus  Siculus  informes  us  ; is  much  applauded  for 
enafting  this  law  among  the  Thurians,  that  whereas  0 - jDhphncna- 
ther  Lawmakers  made  it  capitall  for  any  man  toforfake  more  devmx.it 
his  colours  in  the  warres,or  to  refufe  to  beare  armes  for  the  &c« 
defence  of his  Country,  he  contranwife  enabled;  that  fitch*  Va*eril]S 
men  as  thefe,  fhould  fit  three  day  es  together  in  the  market 
place  , e(othed  in  womans  apparell.  Which  Conft  station  CU' 15  4 

( faith  Diodoyus ) as  it  exceeds  the  lawes  of  other  places*  Bibl.  Hiftor, 
in  mildnejfe ; fo  it  doth  fecr^tly  deterre  fuch  cowardly  per - h&n.  fed.  16. 
fins fromtheir effeminate  cowardice,  (probri  magnitudi-f1^'410,  ^ce 
ne)  with  the  greatnejfe  of  the  reproachful/ ft  amet  Siam- 
dem  mortem  oppetere  longe  pr aflat,  cjudm  tantum  igno- 
minies dedecus  inpatrid  experiri  : For  it  is  farre' better 
Vvvvv  3 for 


nere, p.  ^84, 


884 


Hiflrio-Maftix. 


Part.j. 


fora  man  to  be flaine,  then  to  undergo?  fo great  an  ignominy 
andfbame  in  his  owne  Country,  The  wearing  of  wo- 
mans apparell,  even  fora  little  fpacemthefe  Pagans 
judgements  being  fo  fhamefuhfo  execrable  a thing,that 
a man  were  better  to  bee  put  to  death,  then  to  put  on 
liich  array ; with  which  t/ffcanius  doth  thus  upbraide 
the  Troianes. 

9 Virgil. /E-  f VobisypiUa  croco , & fulgent  i mar  ice  vefles  : 

neidos.lib.9.  *Defidia  cordi : iuvat  indulgere  choreif: 

Pa£T 1 >♦  Et  tunica  manic as  ,&  habent  ridimicula  mitra . 

O ver'e  Phrygia  ( nefo  emm  Phryges ) iteper  alt  a 
CDyndama^ubi  ajfuetis  bi forum  dat  tibia  cantttm , 
Tympana  vos  buxufifc  vocat  Berecynthia  matris 
Idea  : finite armau iris  & ceditcferro. 

% Sint procul  a Nothing  being  more  abominable  even  among  Hea- 
verbis  juvenes  ^hens  then  effeminacy  in  S long , compt,  frilled  haire9 
ut  faenuna  and  wemanilh  apparell,  as  thele  examples,  and  * Maf- 
compti.Qui  que  fa  us  Vegius,  De  Educatione  P uer  or  urn.  lib . 5 .cap.  4.  and 
fbas  ponunt  in  ^ Scene  6.  abundantly  teflirie  : on  which  you  may 
o^dDe^ne^  re^e(^-  ^ t^en  the  putting  on  of  womans  apparell  were 
jfnandi.i  3 .pag.  abominable  to  Pagans,  no  mar  veil  is  it  if  this  text 
*0  3.  of  Deuteronomy  ftiles  it  an  abomination  to  the  Lord 

fcBibl.Patrum.  our  God ; the  grounds  and  reafons  of  which,  as  I have 
?8°m48*P'881,  at  i on  ^e^ore»  I ihall  briefly  touch  upon 

* Aft  c ^Scene  t^lcm  now  k Gulielmus  Parifienjis  his  words*  Caufa 
p3„.  [y  2,  t0  vero  prohibition^ , ne  vir  tit  at  nr  vefie  famine  a,  vel  e con- 
1.14.0  verfo,  mult  a f nere.  Primo,fuit  congruent  ta  ip  fins  natura, 

*Dc  Legibu s.  videlicet,  Ht  quod  natura  fexu  difereverat,  difeerneret  & 
hb4c.i$,pag.  ve flit  us.  Secundo}ut  oportunitas  auferreturturpitudinum 
t SceA^rippa  ^ttbuUs^poffet  enim  * intrare  vir  ad  mulierem  fub  habitu 
Dc  Vanicate  muliebri, & e converfo  malier  fub  habitu  virili , (as  the 
Sciem.cap.63.  examples  of1  Achilles,  who  by  putting  on  womans  appa- 
64.TertuUian  tell  dejlouredDcidztnia  King  Lycomedes  Daughter  • pf 
Suimna  Angi  ™ who  by  this  wile  abu fed  Pompeia,  Iuiius  Ca:- 

lica.T  it.Oj*natus.(eft.5.Summa  Kofella.T  it.Fxmina.accordingly.&  here,pag.  1 0 8. 
to  114. 1 Statius  AchillcitU.i,  & D&amolds  Overthrow  of  Stage-pbycs.p.13.  to  8 7, 

® SuetonijIul1us.fed.74. 
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far  Strife;  and  of  * Leucippus, who  by  this  ft  r at  agem  fought*  Paufanis 

toravtfh  Daphne,  with  0 other  examples  of women  clad  in  Arcadica,l,8  ^ 

mans  apparellto  fatiatethe  lufts  of  others , witneffe :)  ^crc  xr, 

lata  eft  igitur  per  hanc  difcretionem  veftitus , mult  a oppor - I g 

tunitasfagitq,  Tertio , exterminate  facr or  urn,  P Mart  is  ther  with  the 

& Veneris  : in  facris  n.  Mart  is,  non  folum  virili  veftitu  examples  of  *4 

veftiebantur  mult  cres,  fed  etiam  armabantur,ut  in  ipfts  ve - Sardanapalus, 

ftim  entis  bcllicis , id  eft  armisfipfum  tanquam  Deum  belli  (fr  ^^Ce/modus 

Vittorio.  datorem  color ent.  Et  (focogrecus  in  libro  maleditto  Caligula,  Anna - 

quern  fertp fit  de  ft  at  tom  bus  ad  cultum  Veneris,  inter  aliarm,  and  others 

facrilega  Q"  Deo  0 dibit t a procepit,  ut  qui  nefandum  ilium  forequotedj 

r it  urn  exercct , cor  onam  famine  am  habeat  in  capite fuo.  80-  whoa&ed  their 

dem  medo  in  facris  Veneris  viri  efaminabantur,  videlicetSo^°™f$> 
nr  J 1 / r r rr  vvhorcdomes 

tnvejtibus  muliebrtBus  jacra  Veneris  exercentes,  propter^  adulteries 

huiufmodi  facnlegosritut  Veneri fe  placer  e credcntes  at  fa  being  thus  at- 

quxrentes.  Quart  a caufa  eft , <1  ut  occafto  magna  provoca - tired  in  wo* 

tioni  libidinis  auferretur:  magna  enim  eft provocatio  libi-  m£ns  apparel!. 

dinis  virts  veftitus  muliebris,  & c converfo  : (how  much 

more  then  when  amorous  wanton  parts  arc  afted in  drn^ly. 

It  ? ) & hoc  eft  quoniam  veftis  muliebris  viro  circundata , q Seeherc,pag, 

vehementerrefricatmemoriam,&  commovet  1 magmatic -*08.109,  mo. 

nem  mu  her  is  3 & e converfo : alibi  autem  didiciftis , quiay:^- Rano^5 

imaginatio  rei  deftderabilis  commovet  deftderium.  Quinta  \°™s° 

caufa,  r ut  auferretur  occafto  maleftcij  quibus  gentes  ilb&p  i^roVs^i'. 

refertifftma  erant,  & in  ijs  nutrita . C.onfueverant  n.  ma-  & 9 * .to  1 00. 

lefict  & malefic a in  veftibus  aut  de  veftibus  libidinis , ma - accordingly. 

leficia  exercere,  & hoc  nos  in  eorum  libris  fape  legimusV  ScQ 

Vt  ergo  occafto  huiufmodi  t oiler etur,  idm  voluitDeus  hanc  q^I^" 

confutationem  veftitus  ejfe  m viris  & mulienbus.  S<extat\x(ymi£siau&- 

caufa,  ut  toller  etur  error  periculofus  & fuperftitiofa  credu- pi  ive,r,  S.  to 

litas , qua  trahi  pojfent  ad  tdololatriam,  quibus  credebant  ~ $-3aiJ4->3  f* 

decepti  applicatione  veftium  muliebrium,  maxima  in  facris 

Veneris  ,coniungi  fibi  ac  conciliar  i amore  fort  iff/ mo  cor  da 

mulier urn, propter  quas  hocfacerent,velqua  poftea  hutuf- 

modi  veftibus  uterentur : ft  mil  iter  & decepta  muheres  td± 

ipfum.credebant  de  viris , & virtlibus  vcfiimentis . Volutt 

ergo  Deus  hunc  fuperftitiofam  error em  auferri  de  cordibusr 
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eorumper  ablationcm  abvfanis  ifttus , ne  per  ilium  tandem 
traheremur  ad  cultum  V eneris.  V pon  all  which  fev  erail 
reaions,  but  especially  the  1.2,4.5c  5*  hue  Cainotenfts. 
Decree. pars  li.cap.6^,S^.& pars  7.  cap.y^.Zp,  81.  Ru- 
pee tus  in  'Dent*  lib.  I . c.  1 3 .fol*  22 1 - Joannis  Wolphius  in 
Deut. lib. ^ Sertno.  f2.fti.n4.  Dionyftus  C-^thuftAnus 
1nDeHt.22.fol.479.  Hugo  Car  dinalts  indent,  'll.  Pe- 
trus Bertorius.  Tropologiarum . lib.  f . in  Deut.  cap.22.ftl . 
47.  Conradus  P eiheanus  in  Deut.  22- v.  5.  Lucas  O fan- 
cier tnDeut.22.verf.  f.  Joftatus  syLbulenfis  in  Deut. 22. 
Quaft.2.  Tom. 3. pars  2.  p 199.  B.C.  Procopius,  Leonar- 
dus  Alarms,  & Cornelius  a Laptde  tn  Deut.  22.  verf.f. 
Erafmus  Matbachius . Comment,  in  Deut.  22.  pag. 21  y. 
218  Joann;  s Afar  tana, Scholia  in  Deut. 22.  verf.  5 . p.  99, 
T* aulas  Fagtus  Annotationes  Paraph.  Onkelt  Chald.  in 
Deut.  Fr  anci ft  us  Junius  Analyfts  in  Deut.  z2.  v.  y.  Ope - 
rum  Geneva. 1613. Tom. f.  Col. f 72.  573.  (who  makes 
: Ei>  pr^ccptu  this  text  of  Deuteronomy,  a { Precept  of  honefty  ,not  foun- 
honeftatis  non  ded  in  the  Ceremoniall  or  Pohticall  law,  but  in  the  very 
:n  cereinonia,  /4Jy  of  nature,  as  doe  all  other  Orthodox  Writers  : ) to  ge- 
non  inciwji  Maphans  Tegius,  De  Educattone  Puerorum . 

ca^fedin  nitur  hb.f.c. 4.  Bibl.Patrum  Tom.  l^pag-  882.  Angelas  De 
ra’ipfa  fiinda-  CUvafto,  Summa  Angelica.  Tit.  Ornatus  feft.  f , Jaco- 
ta.lbicem.  bus  De  Grafas  Deftinonum  Aurearum.pars  2.  l.^.c.26. 
CdLf 7z,Sec  ftcl.f,  Hyperius  De  Fcrijs  Bacchanaltbus.hb.  Joannis 
iTz'&ISokor  Langhecru  dius*  De  Tit  a & Honeftate  Ecc  left  aft  tcorurn. 
Kainolds  Over0-1  M.2.cap. 21.22.  pag  319.121.  J.G.his  'Refutation  of 
throw  of  the  Apologie  for  Actors,  pag.  1 6.  with  fundry  1 ocher 
Staje-playes.  fore  quoted  Fathers , Connects,  and  other  Authors , have 
*y%TX%*V  abIoiucdy  condemned,  even  from  this  very  text,  not 
1 or  l in?l  v ?C”  6ncty  mevs  ton  ft  ant  wearing , but  hkewife  their  very  putting 
t here,  on  °f  rromans  apparell ( efpecially  to  aci  an  ejfcmin.ite  amo- 

An  j. Scene  6.  rous  womans  parr  upon  the  Stage ) as  an  abominable,  w- 
tstr all,  jhame full,  (if bone  ft,  unchafte , unmanly  wicked  ait . 
which  God  and  nature  both  deteft , for  the  precedent 
reaions.  Yea,  fo  aniverfaiiy  execrable  hath  this  pra-~ 
ftifebecne  in  all  ages,  that  the  2 Xounctll  of  Bracara. 
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Anno  Dom.  810.  (as  “ Jho  Carnotcnfis  informe?  us)  en-  a Decree,  pars 
aAed  this  particular  Canon  aejainit  mens  afting  of  • r-  “P'*'*- Sc' 
Playesm  womens,  or  womens  acting  or  malquing  in  7^.78,80^1. 
mens  apparel! : Si  quis  balationes  ante  Scclefias  fanflo-  to  the  like  pur- 
rum,  feu  quifaciem  fuam  tranfmutaverit  in  habitu  mulie-  pofe. 
bn , & mutter  in  habitu  viri , emendatione  polhcita,  tribus 
annis  paniteat  : and  Baptifta  Trovomala,  difeufling  this  t 0 
very  question ; ^Whether  it  be  a mortall  finnefera  woman  caufa 

to  put  on  mans,  or  for  a man  to  wearewomans  apparelL  to  'a£b  llw(i  vel  joci  u- 
a (JPfafque  or  Play  l maketh  this  reply.  Reftondent  om - tensvette  vin- 
nespradicatores  & totus  mundus  quod ftc  : all  Preachers,  Vel  virvefl!e 
and  the  whole  world  doe  anlWer  that  it  is : and  for  this  ^Q^aUte^&ci 
(faith  he) they  alleage  Grattan  ‘DiftinElio.  30.  cap.  Si  qua  summa,  RofeUa. 
mulier:  and  Beut.22.^  The  reafon  why  it  is  a mortall  TitJtemna.fol. 
finne  is  rendred  by  V <» Angelas  Be  Clavafto,  becaufe  it  1 14.11s* 
is  contrary  to  this  text  of  Deut.  22.  5*  and  inconvenient  y Tertium 
for  the  per Cons  who  put  it  on  : and  by  z Alexander  uilen-  ^uo  rcqui’ri- 
Jts,zna  a ^Aquinas : becaufe  it  ps  directly  contrary  to  the  eft  convenien- 
decency  and  virility  of  nature,  and  hkerv/fe  to  this  text  of  da  pcrfoiiae. 
Deuteronomy ; Necpertinet  adhoneftatem  virivefie  mu-  I taque  mulier 
liebriindui : utrique  enim  fexui  diver  fa  indumenta  natu-  ^u3vun^iu*  vc' 
radedit.  * H abet en'tm  & [ex us  mftitutam  (beciemhabi-  -’vc  f 

tus  (writes  Jfiodor  Hijpalenfts)  at  in  virts  tonfi  capilh , tn  cat  rpoutalitcr, 
mulieribus  redundant ia  crintum ; quod  maximevirginibus  quia  facit  con- 
tnfigne  eft,quarum  & ornatus  ipfeproprie fic  eft,  ut  concu - cra  pr*cegt.um 
mulatns in  verttcem ipfam  capitis  fui  arcem  ambitu  criniu  ‘Vciu.zz.  Sum- 
contegat.  If  then  all  thefe  feverail  Authors,  and  Conn-  rit  Ormw'felt. 
cels,  together  with  Vincent ius  Belfenfts  Speculum  Hi-  ^&Tit.Habi-' 
ftoriale.  lib.  it . cap. 7 3.  & lib-i\.  cap. 44.  with  b others  tm  ft  ft.  7. 
fore-alleagedj  if  all  'Preachers,  and  the  whole  world  it felfe\ x Summa  The- 
or  if  our  owne  worthy  DocTor  %ainolds  (who  hath  ‘ j*53” 
largely  and  learnedly  debated  this  particular  point  in 
his  Overthrow  of Stage-play es . pag. 9 .to  i<$.&  82 .to  10 6 e 18;  0 
&c. ) may  be  judges,  the  very  putting  on  of  womans  appa - * Piima  fccun- 
rellby  Players  or  their  Boyes  to  all  a Play , and  fo  e con-  ^ 

fecunda  fecund*.  Quseft.iS?.  Ardc.i.j.  * Ihodor  Hifpalenfs.Originum,  libu  9, 
cap,i$.  •>  Aft  5, Scene  6.  pag.  176.  to  x\6. 
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verlo,M  a mofi  execrable  abomination  to  the  Lord  our  Cjod, 
prohibited  by  this  text  of  'Deuteronomy.  Neither  will 
the  fhortnefle  of  the  time  excufethe  taft  : For  as  Nero 
was  truely  ftid  to  weare  his  fiuits,and  to  put  on  his  appa- 
rell , though  he  never  wore  one  garment  twice , changing  hu 
* Suetonij  Nc-  raiment  every  day , as  c Hifiortans  relate  • fo  he  d who  puts 
^ °na  womans  attyre for  a dayman  houre  or  two,  or  any  lejfcr 

ncui  3 T-i)  i\  !Pacet0  a womans  part,  be  it  but  once  in  all  his  life , is  a 
p .10  j.Eutro-  fitter  on  of  womans  apparell  within  the  very  words  and 
pius,  Grim-  meaning  of  this  text ; which  principally  provides  as  the 
iton3  & Zona-  fore-alieaged  reafons,  Authors,  and  examples  witnefle, 
oFvrjthe^^  apa*n^  temporary  occafionall  wearing  and  pu  - 
ting  on  of  womans  apparell,  which  c oft-times  happens, 
rather  then  again!}:  the  daily  conftant  wearing  of  it, 
which  few  have  beenefo  unnatural!  as  to  ufe.  What 
{ Ter  t nil i an  therefore  writes  of  Hercules,  at  tyred  by 
his  Mother  in  womans  apparell,  to  fatiate  his  lulls, 
j ( Naturam  itatfe  concuffit  LariJJ'&us  heros  in  virginem  mu~ 

t Ad  e,i  qux  tando,  &c.  Feras  in  puero  matris  fiollicitudinem  pattens 
frequentius  certe  iam  ufiriculas : certe  virum  alicuius  clancu lofunlius 
accidunt  leges  adhuc fufiinet,  flo  lam  funder e.comam  firuere,  cutem  fin - 
S ^Edwird^  £ere’  !Pec^htm  confulere,  collum  demulcere , aurem  quoque 
Coote,  his  foratu  effaminatus.  Ecce  itaque  mutatio,  monftrum  cqui- 
Flowres.  dem  geminum,  de  virof&mma , mox  defamina  vir,  quan- 

fDePallio.c.5  do  "deque  Veritas  negari  debuiffet,neque  fallacia  confitcri. 
P'll8\  Vcerque  habitus  mutandi  malus,  alter  adverfus  natu- 
ram,  alter  contra  falutem*  Turpius  adhuc  libido  virum 
cultutransfiguravit,qudm  aliqua  materjeaformido ; tarn- 
etfi  adoratur  avobis  qui  erubeficendus  efi  Scytalofiagitti - 
pelliger  illg , qui  tetam  epitheti  fiui  fiortem  cum  multebrt 
cultu  compenfavit,  Tantum  Lydia  clancularia  heuit,  ut 
Hercules  in  Omphale,  & Omphale  inHercule  profiituere- 
tur,  &c.  The  lame  may  I fay  of  women  who  impu- 
dently  cut  their  haire,  or  put  on  mens,  or  men  whoeffe- 
{hc T Abbot  his  minateb  * Hour ifh  their  haire,  or  put  on  womans  appa- 
iS°.  Leaure1S  reiltoa^3ny  mummery,  Mafque,  orStage-play,  orfor 
noon  I oitah.  fcft.ii.  pag.  $70, 57  j,  againft  long  womanilh  haire, 

any 
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any  fuch  like  ends ; S that  they  finnc  againfi  naturejheir  s Debct  cnim 
fex,  their  owne  falvapton , making  themfelves  not  iiab*tus  cl- 
oudy double  monfiers , but  even  an  abomination  to  the  condition! 
Lord  their  (fod,  as  ail  the  premiies  witnefle.  And  what  perfoa®  & ^ 
Chriftian,  what  Mummer,  Maiquer,  or  Ador  is there  fo  texus.  iacobui 
defperately  prodigail  of  his  owne  falvatiori,  as  thus  to  Qy  Grafts 
become  an  ^Anathema  Maranatha,  a perpetuall  unfuf-f/^wm  AuXay 
ferable  abomination  to  his  God,  by  putting  on  fuch  ap*  \ ' v 

parell  for  an  houre,to  ad  a Matrons, perchance  a Strum*  k { Cor.i 6,zi, 
peis  part,  which  may  make  him  miierabie  for  all  eter- 
nity ? As  therefore  this  putting  on  of' womans  appa- 
reli  is  an  abominationunto  God,  fo  let  it  be  an  execra- 


ble and  accurfed  thing  to  us ; and  fince  there  is  fo 
much  ingenuity  left  in  moft  men,  rather  to  goe  could 
and  naked, yea  to  expofe  their  lives  to  hazard,then  thus 
unnaturally  to  cloath  their  nakedneiTe,  or  to  walke  a- 
broad  in  womans  vcilments ; let  there  not  bee  hence- 
forth fo  much  impudency  in  any  Adors,  Mummers, 

Mafquers,  as  to  appeare  publikely  in  feminine  habits, 
or  attires  on  the  Stage,  rather  then  to  foregoe  their  laf- . p 
civious  finfull  Playes  and  Enteriudes,which  (if 1 S.Au-  ^aL^Toml 
guftine , or  * others  may  be  credited,)  are  the  very  broads,^  i.p.414. 
way,  which  leades  men  downe  to  Hell  and  endleffe  death, in*  1 f. 
which  many  multitudes  daily  rvalue  and  Jport  themfelves.  3.Cketmn, 
Ifhali  therefore  cloic  up  this  particular  (which  kD»Rai- 
nolds  hath  at  large  difcujfed,  and  1 1 my  felfe  more  copioujly  J.ovv  way,Cap.7 
infifled on  in  the  foregoing  fart)  with  the  Commentary  of  p*o.7  0. 
m Erafmus  CMarbachius  on  this  text  of  Deuteronomy.  * Srerthrow 
Diftinxit  Dens  in  cr  eat  tone  virum  dmuliere,ut  forma  cor - ^tage- 

foris , ita  quocl  officio:  * hanc  diftinttionem  vult  Deus^ layes,PaS*9 * 
conjervan,&  neutrum  fexumhabitu  & vejtitu  tn  altum 
fetransformare,nec  qua  alterius  funp  u fur  fare.  CMulieris  i A&  j.  Scene 
eflfuo  veflituindni , & oolumac  lanam  trattare,  domefit - ^-pag-i78.  to 

2.1 5 . 

m Argentorati.r  £97.  p.  117,  218.  * See  RHabanus  Maurus  in  Deut.  lib.  2,  cap. 
2.9,  Tom.  2.  Operum.  pag.  437,  Alexander  Aleniis  Summa  Theologiae.  pars  2. 
Quasft  i 1 $.  memb.2.pag.  617*61%,  &Mapheus  Vegius,  De  Educatione  Puerto 
rum,  lib,  j.cap.4,  accordingly. 
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tuque  r ci  cur  am  agere.  Vtri  eft,  fuU  quofy  veftibus  indui, 
& qua  for  is  & reipub . curare , &c.  <Prohtbentur  ita<fc  hac 
lege  l arv  a, quib  us  fe  homines  transformant  at  agnofci  nc- 
queant,  qua  res  occafionem  prabet  mult  or  um  graviffimo- 
rnm feeler um.'Tr at ereaturpis  & inhonefius  veftitus , qui 
nec  vinlem , necmuliebrem  fexum  decet  • ip  fa  ettarn  vefli- 
tus novitas,qua  animi  lev  is  & incon ft  ant  is,  dr  vani  indi- 
cium eft  : the  next  particular,  which  I fhall  briefly 
touch. 

2 The fecond  unlawfull  Circumftance  of  A&ors  appa- 
rel*, is  its  overcoltly  gawdinefle,  amoroufnefle,  fanta- 
iiiqueneflfe,and  difguizednefle.For  the  gaudindle,la/ci- 
vioufnefle,  and  newfanglednefle  of  Players  attire,  it 
hathbeene  long  lince  difcovered  and  ceniured  by  the 

* De  Merccde  Fathers.  Hence  n Philo  Judaus  dilcribmg  a iafeivious 

Mcrctricis, 8tc.  painted  frizled  accurately  attyred  Strumpet,  {Files  her; 
£ Orauo  ad-  ^ raftigiatrix  fplendide  ac  feenie'e  or  not  a*  Hence  0 Gregory 
verfus  Mulie-  Naztianz.en  ftiies  all  women, who  paint  their  faces,  em- 
res  ambitiofius  broyder  or  frizle  their  hair e,  and  wearelalciousga w- 
(efeornames.  dy  apparel/;  Thcatricc  compta  drornata,  ob  venuftatem 
? Or  uio  zB  tnvenufta ; as  Levenclavius  tranflates  it : recording  this 
De  Funcre ' as  none  °^lS  Mothers  meaneft  vertues  : P quodpiElum 
Patris. p.472..  & arte  quafit urn  ornatum,ad  cos,  qua  theatris  deleflantur 

47  6 * ablegahat ; who  were  all  notorious  proftituted  Strum- 

^ H°m«ia«in  pecs.  Hence  Chryfoftome , declaiming  again#  the 
CoFM  D* 1*  comPr>  glittering,  painted, amorous  females  of  his  age, 
?Homd.39#ad  writes,  that  they  were  nihil  d theatralib'ks  faminis  dif- 
Pop , Antioch,  crep antes : and  to  beat  downe  all  fantaftique  pride  and 
Toiim.CoI,  ga wd indie  in  apparell,  he  reafons  thus  s r Sad omaris 
150.D.  dP  comer  is  ? Verum  dr  equos  comptos  videre  licet , komi- 

Clcrum  afn  nes  veY0  fceniC9S  omnes'  Hence  f S.  Bernard  taxing  the 
ConcihoKhc-  pride  of  Prelates  and  Popifh  Priefts  in  his  time  pro- 
menfi  fol.  317.  ceeds  thus.  Vnde  hinc  eft  m quern  quotidie  videtnus  mc- 

* De  Nugis  retricius  nitor , hiftrionicus  habitus  ? Hence  c John  Sa » 

Cun  p * * rts^ery  our  Countri-man  ufeth  this  expreflion  in  cen- 
trum comPt  fantaftique  Gallants  of  his 

p.^4.5.  ’a interim wvidenimretricikiftriomshabitHm'  And 
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hence  our  learned  u Walter  Haddon,  phrafeth  Mafle-at-  tt  Contra  Hie1* 

tire,gawdy  Copes, and  fuch  like  veftment  $yHiftri*mcfts  rony^u  Ofo- 

ve/litHs : W hich  feverall  phrafes  and  expreflions,with  “g 

fundry  others  to  the  like  purpofe  are  frequent  in  moft 

Greeke  and  Latinc  Authors.  All  which  being  coupled 

with  22 . Henry  8.  c. 13.  ( which  fpeakcs  of  the  coftli- 

ndfe  of  Players  Robes)  and  with  A<ft  5.  Scene  7.  pag. 

216.ro  220.  where  I have  more  largely  demonftrated 

this  particular,  will  bee  a fufficient  evidence,  of  the 

y gawdinefle,  lafcivioufneffe , and  newfanglednclTe 

Stage  apparell,  and  fo  by  confequencc  of  * its  unlawful-  ScJ1cc 

nejfe  too.  For  the  ftrange  difguifedneffe  of  theatncall  dingly.Summa 

attires,  it  is  moft  apparant : For  doe  not  all  Acftors,  Angelica,  & 

Mummers,  Mafquers  ufually  put  on  the  >'  Wizards, fhapes  Summa  Rofel- 

and habits  of  Iupiter,  Mars,  Apollo,  Mercury,  Bacchus,  i;,'Tlc‘0rna“ 

Vulcan,Saturne,Venus,Diana,Neptune,Pan,Ceres,Iuno,  7 s^e  3. 

and  fuch  like  Pagan  Idol-gods  and  Goddeffes  :the  perjons,  Scene  5 .Sc  Ad 

the  reprefentations  of  Devils,  Satyrs,  Nymphes,Sylvanesi  ? .Scene  5.4. 

Faynes,  Fates,  Furies,  Hobgoblins,  Aiufes,  Syrens,  Cen - Cyprian  Epift. 

taures,  and  fuch  other  Paean  Fitttons?  yea,  theportrai-  lib,x* 

j r r t * r>  a J y<rr  tt  r 1 ertullian.De 

tures  and  formes  of  Lyons,  Beares,  Apes,aAf]es,Horfes,  spedac.Iofe- 

Fifhes,  Foules,  which  in  outward  appearance  metamorphofe  phus  Antiqu. 

them  into  Idols,  Devils.  Afonfiers,  Beafls,  whole  parts  ludajorum.Iib. 

they reprelent?  andean  thele difguifes  beelawfull,be  iJ.cap.n. 

tolerable  among  Cbriftians  ? No  verily.  For  firft,  the  * ,An^ 

former  fort  of  them,  as  * Jofephus,  a Philo  Jud&us,  * De^Decalo^. 

b Tertulhan,  c with  all  ancient  and  mo derne  Sxpofitors  on  I1b.pag.10g7.0 

the  2.  Commandement  witneffe,  are  meerely  idolatrous ; bt)eSpedac. 

the  very  d mentioning  of  thefe  Idols  names,  much  more  hjwp.ii  De 

then  the  reprefentation  of  their  parts,  the  making  and  CoronJ  J*1!*' 
e r r rr  j n * it  i a & r , ttS.Cap.  8.&  Pc 

c wearing  of  their  V iz,ards,Jhapes,  and  Images  bemgwholy  idololatriajib* 
condemned  by  the  Scripture  \ which  commands  Chrifitans  « See  here,pagl 

S9.90. 

A See  Ad  i.&  Ad  Scene  3. pag,  77.  « Exod.  aj.  4.  cap.  2$.  24.  cap  54. 1 
Levit.  26.1,30.  Deut.  7.5.  cap.  16.12.  * Kings  1 o.  1*.  cap.  1 7 . 10.  C3p.  18. 
4. cap.  13.  14,  24.  2 Chron.ji.i.cap.  34.5,4,  7.  Ier> 4$  > ij.xap.  50,  2 Ezek, 
6<A3  <>•  iIoh,j,2i. 
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* iCor.io.7,i4.  to(  fite  all  Idolatry, and  not  to  come  necre  it, left  it  fhould 
Propterea  ch-  infed:  them.Secondly, there  is  no  warrant  at  all  in  Scrip- 
mat  Apoftolr.s,  LUrc  for  any  fuch  Stage-difguifes,but  very  good  ground 
ugiteidolola-  jnft  them.  Forfirft  it  S condemnes  mens  difcuifin?  of 
utiq;  & totam,  them} elves  like  women,  and.  womens  metamcrphojmg  them- 
&c.Longum  / elves  into  men  either  in  haire , apparcll , offices,  or  conditi- 
cmm  divortiu  ons : how  much  more  then  mens  transfiguring  of  them* 
lohtrn  m ^e*ves  *nto  t^ie  ^aPes  ofldols, Devils, Monfters,Beafts, 
f " &c.  betweene  which  and  man  there  is  no  Analonieor 

gcndum.Draco  proportion^  is  betweene  men  and  women.  Secondly, 
cnina  terrenus  it  enjoynes  men  and  women,  h to  attire  themfelves  in 
delonginquo  modefi,  decent,  and honefl  appar ell,  [tut able  to  their  [exes 
non  ,?j.Ilus  ‘pl*  and  degrees,  as  becommeth  thofe  who  profeffe  godhneffe  : 
1 Ices'!  loan nes^  ^ut  Viiards  and  difguifes  as  thefc,  are  neither 
Filioli,  inquit;  modeft  , decent , honeft,  nor  yet  fuitable  to  their  hu- 
cuflodite  vos  man  nature.  Thirdly,  it  requires  them,  1 to  abandon  all 
ab  Idoiis : non  wanton,  fir  angc,lafciv  tons, v awe,  fantafiique  dreffesff'ajhi- 
jamabidolo-  0ns,vefiments  : much  more  then  fuch  habits, luch  dif- 
ofttasjTcd^b  gu^esas  thefe,  which  are  both  inhuman,  beftiall,  and 
idoiis,  id  eft  ab  Diabolicall.  Fourthly,  it  commands  men,  k not  to  bee 
effigie  eorum.  like  to  Horfe  and  Mule,  which  have  no  underfiandtng  : 
Tertul,  De  Coro-  therefore  not  to  ad  their  paits,  or  to  put  on  their  skins 
Tdcu^'3,  or  likeneffe.  Ic  was  Gods  heavy  Iudgement  upon  King 
1 Cor  ii*  ^ to  1 Nebuchadnezzar,  that  he  was  driven  fiom  men,  and  did 
1 See  Aft  j,  eate graffe  as  Oxen^and  that  his  body  was  wet  with  the 
Scene  6.8c  here  dew  of  Heaven,  till  his  haires  were  growne  like  Sagles  fea- 
pag.  S79,  &c.  thers,  and  his  nailes  like  Birds  clawes : yea,  it  is  mans 
10  Vc  * 9i  Breate^  mifery,  m that  being  in  honour  he  became  like  to 
5°Deut the  beafis that perijh  : And  muft  it  not  then  bee  mans 
I fay  $.18/1*9,  finne  and  fhame  to  ad  a Beaft  , or  beare  his  image, 
io.Zeph.i48.  n with  which  he  hath  noproportion?  What  is  this  but  to 
Frov.; 7.10,  See  obliterate  that  moil  0 glorious  Image  which  (fed 
k pfaftS?Cjne  7 ’ h im felfe  hath * ft  amp  ed  on  us,  to  ftrip  our  ielves  of  ail  our 
1 Dan.  ^.1^!  excellency,  and  to  prove  worfe  then  bruits  ? Certaine- 

m Pfal.49.12, 10.  n Pronaqj  cumfpeftantanimaliacaeteraterram:  Os  homini  fub- 
lime  dedit,caelumqj  videre  ereftos  ad  fldera  toliere  vuhus.Ovid'MCtawerfb, 

id>-^>CucroDe?\4iHrA.DtorHmtl}b,i.^  ® Gen.i.a5,x7,c3p.^.x,cap.^. 
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ly,  that  God  who  P prohibits,  the  making  of  the  hkenejfe  p ^cac.  4.10, 
of  any  beafi , or  fjfb , or  fowle , <?r  creeping  thing , whether17*1*^'*'*- 
male  or  female,  to  cxprelfe  orreprelent  his  owne  like- 
nefle;  con demningthe  idolatrous  Gentiles , S for  changing  qRom.r.25, 
the  olory  ofthe  uncorruptible  Cjod  into  an  image  made  like  Plal.106.20. 
to  corruptible  man , and  to  birds*  and  four e footed  beafts, 
and  creeping  things  • r with  which  he  hath  no  fimilitude  or r 1%  4°*  1 *>- 
proportion  ; muit  certainely  condemnethe  putting  on  of 
Inch  bruitifh  Vizards,  the  changing  ofthe  glory,  the 
fhape  ofreafonabie  men,  into  the  likenefle  of  unreafo-  . 
nable  beafts  and  creatures,  to  ad  a beaftiall  part  in  a iaf- * J 
civious  Enterlude.  Fiftly,  it  enjoy  nes  men, r #<?/■  to  alter  36.c6.16. Pro! 
that  forme  which  Cjod  hath  given  them  by  adding  or  de-  zz.  28. 
trailing  from h is  worke ; «<?/•  remove  the  bounds  that  he  Cor. 7. 24,0. 

hath  fet  them  \ but  to  { abide  in  that  condition  wherein 
hath  placed  them:  Vpon  which  grounds,  as  thec  Fa-  H^buu^Virn- 
thers  and  others  aptly  cenfure  face -painting,  Perewigs,  mim.  Tertuk 
vaine  fajhions,difgutfes  and  attires,  together  with  the  en-  Ds  Culm  Fas- 
chroachmcnts  of  one  fex  upon  the  habits,  offices,  or  duties  &fv ninanim.Cle- 
the  other  5 fo  I may  like  wile  condemne  thefe  Piay-houle  ,^jexacn?' 

Vizards,  veftments,  images  and  difguifes,  which  du-  5jTi^NTazian- 
ring  their  ufage  in  outward  appearance  offer  a kinde  of  zen  adm-fus 
violence  to  Gods  owne  Image  and  mens  humane  Mubercs  am- 
fhapes,  metamorphofing  them  into  thofe  idolatrous,  ^t*°ftiS  ^fe 
thofe  bruitilliformes,m  which  God  never  made  them.  °rnan*csG~ 
Sixtly,.it  cenrures  mens- degenerating  into  beafts,  or  ^ Aienc13. 
Devils,  either  in  their  mindes  or  manners,  be  it  but  for  Summa  Thec- 
aieaion  ; as  the 11  marginall  Scriptures  witneftc;  there- -login?  pars  4. 
fore  it  cannot  approve  of  thefe  theatricall,  beftialfand  Qj^d.u.Ar- 
diabolicall K transfigurations  of  their  bodies ; which  are 
inconfiftent  with  the  7 rules  of  piety,  gravity  3 honefly,  SnmmaRofel- 
modefly,  civility,  right  reafon,  and  expedience,  by  which  all  h.T it.Oma- 

Chnfiians  allions  jhould  be  regulated.  Seventhly,  it  in-  tL^  : See  my 

V niovelmclVc 

of  Lovelockes.pag.  2,&c.  and  here.  Ad  5.  Scene  $.6,7.  a Pfal*.?2.0.  Pfai.49.12, 
20.  2 Pec.  z.  zi.Rev.zz.i  5.  Pfai.92.6.  Pfal.94.8.  Phil. 7 5. 22.  * See  Dan.  4.  53, 
Rom,  9.  7,  8,  9,  1 Pfal.  4.  8.  2 Tin),  *,  9,  10,  Titus  2.  2, 3,  4 ,$,6,12.  3 Cer« 
11,13. 
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* ' Sam. 11,13  formes  us,  that  even 1 Achtfh  King  of  Cat  h,  a meerc  Pa- 

* J»  gan  Idolater,  when  he  faw  Dav  id  ailing  the  madman  be- 

fore  him , and  fcimnghimfelfe  diflrabhed,  fcrabhng  on  the 
doorcs  of  the  gate,  and  letting  the  Jpittle  fall  downe  upon 
his  beard ; faidthus  unto  his  fervants  • Loeyoufeethe  man 
is  mad:  wherefore  then  have yee  brought  him  to  meet 
Have  l need  of  mad-menjhat  yee  have  brought  this  fel- 
low to  play  the  mad-man  in  my  prefence  f flsall  this  fellow 
come  into  my  houfe?  If  then  this  Heathen  King  was  lo 
impatient  to  f ee*Z>av/d  ad  the  Bedlam  in  his  prefence, 
even  in  his  ordinary  apparell,that  he  would  not  fuffer 
him  to  ftay  within  his  Palace;  how  much  more  impa- 
tient fhould  all  Chriftian  Princes  and  Magiftrates  be  of 
beholding  Chriftians  ading,  not  onely  Mad  mens,  but 
even  Devils,  Idols,  Furies,  Monfters,  beafts,  and  fence- 
idle  creatures  parts  upon  the  Stage  in  fuch  prodigious 
deformed  habits  and  difguifes,as  are  unfuitable  to  their 
humanity,  their  Chriftianity , gravity,  fobriety;  be- 
wraying nought  elfe  but  the  very  vanity , folly , and 
bruitifhfrenfie  of  the;r  diftempered  mindes  ? Certaine- 
ly  thofe  who  readily  cenfure  and  deteft  inch  habits, 
fuch  reprefentations  in  all  other  places  muft  needs  con- 

* See  A&6.  demne  them  in  the  Play-hcufe,  whofe  a execrable  wfa- 

$ce,?e  mous  lewdnefe  may  happily  make  them  more  unlaw- 

De  Theatro!  full,  never  commendable  or  fit  for  Chriftians.  Laftly, 
Ub.i.c.  50.51.  thefe  theatricall  habits,  vizards,  and  difguifes  have 

beene  evermore  abominated, condemned  by  theChurch 
and  Saints  of  God:  asnameiy,  by  the  Iewifh  Church 
and  Nation  : who , as  they  never  admitted  nor  eretted  any 
Images  or  Pictures  of  God,  of  Chrijl,pr  Saints  within  their 
Temple,  as  b Hecataus  aslbderita,  c Cornelius  Tacitus, 

folyma  quadroporticus,  &c.  Simulachrum  rero  aut  aliquod  anathema  ibi  ncqua- 
quameft.  Apnd  lofe^bum.  Contra  lib . i.  pag.  83$.  c .dEgypttj  plsraque 

animalia  effigiefque  coirpofitas  venerantur,  ludasi  rr.ente  Cola  unumque  numen 
intelligunt.  Profanos  qui  nideum  imagines  mortalibus  materijs  in  fpecics  homi- 
num  effingant.  Summum  illud  atque  asternumjneque  mutabilcjneque  inrerirurum. 
Igitur  nulla  fimulachra  urbibus  fuis,  neque  templis,  Non  iregibus  hxc  adulatio, 
non  Csfaribus  honor,  Hi  f or  fib.$xap.t. pag. 
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Dion  CaJfiHs,  e Philo  Judaus,  and  f j hfiphus  witoeffe : d Iudasi  diver- 
accounting  it  a hainou3imne  » contrary  to  the  exprejfo  f^^fnfbus  ob* 
words  of  the  fecond  Comman  dement,  to  paint  or  make  any  unentj  c - aj^ 
Pitturc,  any  Image  of  (yod;  becaufe  the  h invtfible  incor*  m rebus  ufuq; 
p or  tail  God,  ( whom  no  man  hath  feene  at  any  time,  nor  can  vitae  quotidia- 
fee ; betweene  whom  and  any  Image , Pitbure,  or  creature  J?°3  ***  eo  Pra2‘ 
there  is 1 no  fimihtude,  no  proportion,)  cannot  be  expreJJ'ed 
by  any  viftble  Jhapeor  liken  ejfe  whatfoever,  ( his  Image  be-ns  £>ijS  Colunt; 
tng  onely  Ifiritualland  k invifible  like  himfelfe,)  as  not  unuautequen- 

onely  the  1 Scripture,  but  even  m Seneca  and  nTully  in-  dafummo  fta- 

dio  veneratur. 

Turn  quocjj  temporis  nullum  Hierofolymis  fimulacramextabatfnimirum  fuum  il* 
lumDeum  ineftabilem,invifibilemq>  exiftimante$.7£jtf».H//f/.37  fol  76.*  Had*enu$ 
pro  patria  depraecatus  poftremas  pro  Templo  pieces  adhibeo.  HocTemplum  Cai 
Domine,jam  indeab  initio  nullam  unquam  admifit  manufadam  effigiem  cum  fit 
Dcodomicilium:  pidorumenim  & ftatuariorum  opera  funt  fenfibilium  Deorum 
imagines : ilium  autem  invifibilcm  pingere  aut  fingere  nefas  duxerunt  noftri  majo- 
res4  Non  Graecus^non  Barbarus,non  Rex  Satrapave  ullus  vel  infenfifiimus  5 non 
icditiojnon  bellutn,  non  captivicas,  non  vaftvitio,  non  alia  res  ulla  unquam  tantam 
cladem  mtuiit.ur  contra  veterem  morem  effigies  manufada  in  id  importarctur.  De 
Legation  ad  Caiuwpag.i  ^86  vid.i  See  De  Monarchia.  lib.  fol.  1037.1038, 

jo  5 9.  f Graecis  itaq;  & alijs  quibufdam  bonum  elle  creditur  imagines  inftituere. 
Dcmq;  & patrum,&  uxorum  filiorumqs  figurasdepingentesexultant>  quidamvero 
etiam  nihil  fibi  compctentium  fumunt  imagines,  &c.  Po/ro  autem  legiflacor,  non 
quafiprophetaasRomanorumpotentiam  non  honorandam,  fed  tanquam  caufam 
neq;  Deo  neq*,  hominibas  utilem  defpiciens5&  quoniam  totiusanimati,  muito  ma- 
gis  Dei  inanimati,  probatur  hoc  infenus,  interdixit  imagines  fabneari : to  which 
Sigifmundu*  SilcMM  affix cth  this  marginal!  note.  Iudsei  prorfus  nullas  imagines  fe- 
runt. Contra  Apionem.lib.i.pag.S^.  I Exod^to.^.Levit.a^.Ejjo.* Dent .4,1 5,1 6, 

h Iolin i-.i S .c. 5 .'3 i;i3;Cotii%i ’f . 1 Tim.i. 
l7.c.6.i64Heb.n.i.  r Ioh  4,10.  Deut4.1j.Deus  inter  omnia  operibusqtiidem  & 
muneribus  clarus,  & omni  re  manifeftior, forma  vero  & magnitudine  nobis  ine- 
narrabilis,  Omnis  namquc  materies  comparata  ad  hujus  imaginem,  licet  fit  pre- 
dofa,  tamen  pro  nullo  eft  ; cundaque ars  ad  illius  imitationis  inventum,  etftra  ar- 
tem  eflfe  cognofcitur  : nihil  fimileneque  videmus,  neque  poffumus  fufpicari  neque 
conijcere,  ilieinvifibilis  fob  mente  perapitur*  lofepbui  Contra  Afionm  lib,  t*pag, 
854.  Thilo  ludeuide  CMomycWul  lib.  pdg.  1097,  &c.  i Ifay  40.  1 1.  to  27*  Ads 
17.  29.  Rom.  1;  23.  k Cofcq.if.Iohn  i5.37.Deut,4*i?,Heb.  2.  3.  i Tina, 
6.1 6.  Philo  Iudxus,DeMundiOpificio«  pag48.9,  OrigenContr*  Celfium.lib* 
7- fol.  72.  & lib.  7,  fol.  97*  1 Ad  17.19.  Ifay  40  18,  j y,  « Exurge  modo,  & 
te  quoque  dignum  finge  Deo,  finges  autem  non  auro,  non  argento : Non  poteft 
ex  hac  materia, imago  Dei  exprimi  fimilis.  Epijl,  30 4pag,  207.  * De  Natura  Deo* 
rum.  lib.  1.  2 , 
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forme  us:  Vpon  which  grounds  the  Primitive  Chri- 
°Inhocn.  ( who  had  no  Images , no  Ptftures,  no  Alters 

confucftis  par-  *n  their  Churches , as  ° zArnobtUS,  P Ongen , S cMinu- 
ce  crimen  nobis  cius  Felix,  and  r Lattantius  teftifie,  /or  which  the  Pa - 
nnxnnum^im-  blamed  them:)diS  alio  f Jnflm Martyr  llrenaHsfQe- 

rc,quod  nonDeorum  alicujus  Gmulacru  conftituamus,non  Altaria  fabriccmus,non 
Arzs./ldverJ.GLtites  /.6p.i8  j.  P Non  n.  Chriftiani  patiuncur  vel  Templa^cl  aras, 
vel  Gmulacra, & ftatuas  intueri:  Gmulacra  aperte  vicuperant,&c.  Chriftiani  vero  & 
ncmludasijcum  audiunr,Dominum  Deum  tuum  timebis,&illi  foil  fervies  5 nec  tibi 
feceris  idolum,nec  rei  ulliusfimilitudincm,qu.'ccumq*  incxlofunt  & in  terra  deor- 
fum,8cc.  & ob  alia  pleraq;  non  his  diftimilia : non  modo  Deorum  templa  & Aras  & 
Ginulaclua  base  aveiTantur,  fed  vel  ai  mortem  G fuerit  necefle  promptius  veniunt, 
nc  ex  aliquorcceffu  & impietateprorfus  inquinent,quod  de  Deo  omnium  conditore 
optime  lentiunt,&c.  Cclfus  igitur  haudquaquam  pro  dijs  Gmulacra  haberi  alftrmar, 
fed  dijsdicata : cum  plane  perfpicuu  Gt  hujufmodi  facere  & atfirmare,  hominum  efle 
circa divinitatem  errantium.Sed  nc  divinas  quidem  imaginis  Gmulacra  hzc  efle duxe- 
rimus,quippe  qui  Dei  ut  inviGbilis  ita  & incorporei  formam  nullam  effigiamus,&c. 
Coat.Celfu/tt.1.7  J 96,97 . See  9 1,9  i.Celfus  & Aras  & Gmulacra  & delubra  nos  ait  de- 
fugere  quo  minus  fundentur.Sunt  nobis  vero  Gmulacra  non  per  impuros  opiGces  a- 
liquos  fabricata,  fed  per  Deiverbum  in  nobis  edita&  formats ; virtutes  fcilicet  pri* 
mogeniti  omnis  creaturae  iraitatrices,  &c«  in  quibus  par  efle  crediderim,ci  honorem 
deferri,qiii  omnium  Gt  Gmulacrorum  exemplar,  imago fcilicet  inviGbilis  Dei,  uni- 
genitus  Deu s38cc.contr-Cc>fum  ioo,vidjbid,&hb^fsl^6.^7 . q Putatis  nos  oc- 

cultare  quodcolimus  G delubra  Sc  Aras  non  habemus  : quod  enim  Gmulacrum  Deo 
fingam,cum  G rede  exiftimes  Gt  Dei  homoipfe  Cimulicviim.QflaviM pagAcq.  * De 
Origine  Erroris.  1,1.0.2.3,4,5,7,17,18,19  CSedneceos  qui  hoftijs  multiscoronilq; 
ex  floribus  contextis  colantur, homines  qui  eorumftatuas  effida  in  T emplis  ftatue- 
runt,  Deos  appellaveruntjquandoquideFn  hascinania-Sc  mortua  efle  fcimus,  Deiq; 
formam  etfiguram  non  habere. Neqi  n.  tarn  Dei  figuramefie  arbkramur,quam  qui., 
darn  honoris  caufa  ad  imitationem  effidajn  effe  conGrmant:fcd:illorummaloru  ge- 
niorum  habere  5c  nomina  & Gguras.  Quid  enim  attinet  vobis  qui  feitis^exponere  ea 
qua?  artifices  difpofita  materia  fecando, divider  do,confl3ndo,peraitisndo,&  ex  yafis 
ignominiofis faepe  artificio  mutaca  foium  formal  figura  alia  induda,  Deorum  no- 
mine appellant  ? quod  quide  non  foium  ftultu  efle ,fed  etiam  contumeliae  Dei  caufa 
fieri  judicamus : qui  cum  gloriam  formamq,  exprimi  quse  non  poteft  habeac,  earum 
rerum  quae  intereunt,curaqj  egent,appellatur  nomine.  Quinetiam  haru  rerum  arti* 
fices  tyfeivi  funt,omniqj  malicia  & improbitate  pr*diti,&c.^p0/*g/4.  2. pro  Cbriftianis. 
p.i6.E.c.  * AdverfusHxrefes.l.i.  0.23.14^,88  91.81  Li. c.6.p.i 54.135,  *Deusf 
quifoksvere  eft  Deus  intelligentiapercipitur,nonfenfu.  Antifthenes  Socratis  fa- 
miliaris,dixit,Deum  nullieffe  Gmilem,  quare  nemo  ilium  poteft  difeere  ex  imagine. 
Xenophon  autem  AthenienGs  ipfc  aperte  fcribit:Qm  omni’a  movet  & quieta  efficit, 
magnus  quidem  eft  & aperte  potens/edcujufmodi  fit  forma  non  apparet,&c.Orati0 
adhoiuad  Gences.fol.7. 8*9,10*1 t.  vidjtid,  an  exceilcm  difeourfe  again#  Images  r 
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mens  zAlexandrintts  > * Tcrtullian,  r Origen,  * iWV-Sigmficatautf 
n veins  Felix  , a Cyprian  , b Arnobitu , c Lattantius  $ non 

pofle  effingi  imaginem>&c.Sfr#w^i<m.J.i  .fif  Nobis  autem  nullum 

eft  fimalacru  in  mundo  5 quoniam  in  rebus  geniris  nihil  poteft  Dei  referre  imagine* 
Praetereaoportet  Graecos  dbceri  per  legem  & Prophetas,  quod  nec corum  quos  co- 
Iunt  fimulacrafunt  imaginesmeq;  enim  fugura  tale  eft  genus  animarum,  cujufmodi 
fingunt  Graeci  ftatuas.Noncadunt  n.  animae  fub  afpeftum3  non  folu  quae  funt  com* 
potes  rationis,fed  etiam  animae  aliorum  animantium  ; quanto  minus  Dei  invifibilis 
ijnago,5fraw./,5./.i43.C.  Mofes  praecipit  hominibus  nullamfacere  imagincm  quee 
Deum  arte  repraefentat,P adag.l.}  * Deus  omne  (imilitudinem  vetat  fieri, 

quanto  magis  imaginis  fuae,&c.E>* Spe&ic.c.2$.De  Corona  Militis.c.S.fic  De  Idolo- 
latria.lib.&  Apologia  Adverf.Gentes : where  Frtncifcus  Zepbyr/H.p.67  5,  Comments 
thus . Perpetuo  illud  teneamus,Chriftianos tunc  temporis  odiffe  maxime  ftatuas  cum 
fuis  omamentis.  7 Contra Celfum.  1*7 .f.96.97.  &1.8.f.ioo,  * O&avius.  p.  75.76, 
775104.  * Contra Demetrianum.lib  p.iii.2»3.&  De  Idoloru  Vapitate. p.264,&c. 
& Neq;  nobis  in  aedibus  facris  effigies  pro  dijs,  & ilia  fimulachra  velitis  oftendere, 
quae  intelligitis  vos  quoq;  & renuitis  confiteri,  viliflimi  effe  formas  luri  & fabroru 
figmenta  puerilia,&c.Nunc  ad  fpeciem  veniamus  & formas  quibus  effe  deferiptos  fu- 
perosDeos  creditis3quib9imo  formatis  & temploru  ampliffimis  collocatis  in  fedib?0 
Noftra  de  hoc  fententia  tabs  eft;  Natura  omnem  divina,  quae  neq;  efle  coeperit  ali- 
quando  neq;  vitalem  ad  terminu  fit  aliquando  ventura,  liniamentis  carere  corpcreis, 
neq;  ullas  tormaru  effigies  poflidere,quib9  etiam  circufcriptio  membroru  foletcoag- 
mentata  finire.  Quicquid  enim  tale  eft  mortale  effe  arbitramur  & labile: nec  obtinerc 
perpetua  pofle  credim9  ae  vitatenajquod  extremis  coercitu  finib9neceffaria  circucludit 
cxtrcmitas,&c.Si  vera  vultis  audire  Centemia,aut  nulla  habe:  Deus  forma;aut  fi  in- 
format9eft  aliqua  ea  quae  fit>profeftonefcim9,Neq;  n.quod  videm9nunqua,nefcire 
effeducimus  turpe,&c.  Advcr[.Gentes.l.$.p.i6z<to  in,  See  1.6.p.  18  5.1 9 i.f*  X06./.7. 
p.I  $ $.134,1 J S . c De  Origine  Erroris.  1.2.c.i.z,3,4,5,7.»li5i7ji8,i9,  Quae  igitur 
amentia  eft,aut  ea  fingere,  quae  ipfi  poftmodum  timeant,  aut  timere  quae  finterunr. 
Non  ipfa,inquiunt,timemus,fed  eos  ad  quorum  imagines  fifta;  & quoru  nominibus 
confccrata  funt.Nempe  ideo  timetiSjquod  eos  incaelo  effe  arbitramini:neq;  n.  fi  dij 
funt  aliter  fieri  poteft.  Cur  igitur  oculos  in  caelum  non  tollitis,  & advocatis  eorum 
nominibus  in  aperto  facrificia  celebratis  ? Cur  ad  parietes  & ligna  & lapides  potiffi- 
mu,quam  illofpeftatis,ubieos  effe  crcditis?  Quid  fibi  tcmpla>quid  arae  voluntmuid 
d.eniq;  ipfa  fimulachra  ? quae  aut  morttiorum  aut  abfentium  funt  monimenta.  Nam 
omnium  fingendarum  firailitadimi  ratio  idcirco  ab  hominibus  inventa  eft,  ut  poffet 
eorum  memoria  retincri,qui  vel  morte  fubftra&i,vel  abfentia  fuerant  feparati.Deos 
igitur  in  quorum  numero  reponemus?  Si  in  mortuorum  ? quis  tarn  ftultus  utcolat  ? 
Si  in  abfentu3colendiergo  non  fum,fi  nec  vident  quae  facimus,nec  etia  audiunt  quae 
precamuF.Si  autem  dij  abfentes  effe  non  poffent,qi»i,quqnia  divini  funt,  in  quacunqj 
snundi  parte  fuerint,vident  & auduint  univerfa-.luperracua  ergo  funt  fimnlacra,  illis 
ubiq;  prcfentibus,quum  fatisfit  audientium  nomina  precibusadvocare.Atenimnoa 
nifi  praefentes  ad  imagines  fuas  adfunt,&c.  Sed  tamenpoftqua  praefto  effe  Deus  i)lc 
caepit,jamfimuiacbro€jusopus  non  eft.  Quaero  cnim>  **aginem  homim* 
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cur  fa2piu$j8c  ex  eofolatium  capiat  abfentis  ; numidem  fanus  efle  yidcatur  fie 0 re- 
veffo  atqj  pi *fentc,m£Qmqmplai>da  imagine  perfeverct,eaq>  potius  quara  ipfiusho- 
minis  alpedu,fmi  veUt?Mmime  profedowficenim  hominis  imago  ncct ffana  tum  vi- 
detur  quunv procul  abeft,fupervacua  futura  quu  praefto  eft.  Dti  autcm  cujus  l'piritus 
acnumenubiqj  diffufum,abeflenunqua  pot  ft, Temper  utiqj  imago  fupervacua  eft. 
Sed  verentur  ne  omnis  eorum  religio  mams  fit  & vana,  fi  nihil  in  prxfenti  videant 
quod  adorent,&ideo  fimulacra  conftftuunt,qua2  quia  mortuoru  funt  imagines,fimi- 
liamortuis  film,  omnienimfenfucarent;Dei  autcm  in  aeternu  viventis  vivu  & fen- 
labile  debet  eft:  fimulacrumiquod  fi  a fimilitudine  id  nomen accepit,qui  poftunt  ifta 
fimulacra  Deofimilia  jiidicarijquae  nec  fentiunc,necmoventur  ? Iraq;  fimuhchrum 
Dei  non  illud  eft  quod  digius  hominis  ex  lapideaut  sere,  aliave  materia  fabricacur, 
fed  ipfe  homojquoma  & Tenth  & movetur,  & multas  magnafqs  adioncshabet,Scc. 
Qmiquane  igitur  taminept9eft,ut  putet  a liquid  efle  in  fimtdacro  Dei, in  quo  ne  ho- 
minis quidequicqua  eft  prsecer  umbram?  Liiiant.'DeOrigMrroM  c.~.  Dx  in  ones  Tunc 
qui  fingere  imagines  & fimulacra  docuerunt  ut  hominu  mentes  a cultu  veri  Dei  a- 
verterent .Ibid,  c 1 7,Quare  non  eft  dubium  quin  religio  nulla  fit,ubiciinq;  fimul  cru 
eft.Nam  fi  religio  ex  divinis  rebus  eft,divim  autem  nihil  eft  nifi  in  csleftibus  rebus: 
caret  ergo  religione  fimulacra,  quia  nihil  poteft  efle  cselefte  inea  re  quae  fit  ex  terra, 
quod  quide  de  nomine  ipTo  Tapienti  apparere  poteft.Quicquid  n.  fimulatur  id  falfiim 
ficnecefle  eft,nec  poteft  unquam  veri  nomen  accipere  quod  veritatem  fuco  & imi- 
tatione  mcntitur^Si  autem  omnis  imitatio,non  res  potiflimum  Teria,Ted  quafi  ludus 
ac  jocus  eft,p.on  religio  in  fimu!acris,Ted  mimus  refigionis  eft.  ibid  c.19,  d Simula- 
croru  odium  commune  eft  omnium  qui  fidei  participcs  Tunt/ed  ejus  prjeciputi  quod 
Arianam  infidelitatem  fimiliter  atq;  fimulachroru  cultum  abominabatur*  Nam  eos 
qui  in  creatura  numen  divinum  efle  exiftimare r,  nihilo  minora  colere  atq;  venerari 
putabat  quam  qui  ex  materia  fimulachra  efficiunt,&  rede  ac  pie  ita  judicahat,  Nam 
qui  creaturam  adorat  etiamfi  in  nomine  Chrifti  id  facit,  fimulachrorum  cultor  eft, 
Chrifti  nomefimuiachro  imponen s.OmioFunebrti  de  Vlaiilla p^ipo.ip  i.See  Expla- 
natio  in  Cant.Cantic.p.  $ 5 9.  e Gentiles  lignum  odorant,  quia  Dei  imagine  ppt.im, 
fed  iniifibilis  Dei  imago  non  in  eo  eft  quodvidetur,  fed  in  eo  utiqj  quod  nonvide- 
tur.Enar.mVfal,tiS.oiion.io4Tm.i  p 4f4.fi.  Ecclefiaz  inanes  ideas  & varias  ncfcit 
fimulacroru  figiirasjfed  vcram  novit  T rinitatis  fubftantism.,Z)«  Fuga  SecuHeap, f * See 
Epift.3  1. f In  primo prseccpto  prohibetur  coli  aliqua  in  figmentis  nomintim  Dei  fi- 
nal litudoj  non  qttianon  h'abet  imagmem  Deus,  fed  quia  nulla  imago  ei  collibebat, 
nifi  lllaquae  hoc  eflet  quod  ipfe,nec  ipfa  pro  illo  fed  cumilLo.  Epift. u . Dc  Cekbrttionc 
Pafcbfi.Tom.yj.  100  B.lmago  autem  & fimilitudo  Dei,  non  eft  corporis  forma  fed 
mcntiSjdefcriptaad  fimilitudinem  verse  imaginis  Chrifti,  qui  eft  imago  Dei  invifi- 
bilis.  Nosunam  veneramur  imagihem>qu*eft  imago  inyifibilis&  omnipotent!* 
Vei.Cmmm.M vlt  Tm. 4f. 3 3 1 -M.&Lj&i&ftf  * .7>.S*e  Comment  mEfity. 
tap  40  % AugulfcEpifti*  i 9,Enar  ill  Pfal.i¥3>^oftcio.i4Crdiimus'etiam  qubdfe- 
dct  addcx^ram  Deipfitris  : Necideo  fAmeh  quafi  hiimana(  forma  circumfcriDtum 
<cffe  Deum  patrem  arbitrandu  bft5  ut  de  illo  cogitantibus  dextrutn  ant  finiftru  latus 
a.rumo occur? atjawt  »4  ijdumquod  ffedere  pater  dtCHur^flexispoplitib?  fieri  putandu 
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^EafebimpS^hani*^  CjriB*  Alexandria*, « Damn- 

crilegium,  quo  execratur  Apoftolus  cos  qwi  commtinicaverunt  gloriam  incorrup- 
tible Dei  in  rimilitudinem  corruptibilis  nominis.  Tale  n.  fimulacrum  Deo  ne- 
faseft  Chriftiano  in  Templo  coilocare,  multo  magisincorde  nefarium  eft,  ubi 
vere  eft  Templum  Dei*  ^iugujTm.  De  fide  & Symbolo  cap.  7 -Tom.  fag.  i bp.  See 

De moribm  icclcfue  Catholic a. cap.t 4.  h Quod enim  corpus  intelledui  divmo  ftmiii- 
tudinem  habebit,  cum  nec  mentis  human*  imaginem  habere  poffe  cognofcatur  ? 
humana  n.mens  incorporea  eft  atque  (implex,  corpus  autem  omne  corrup- 
tibile  atque  compofitum.  Quare  jure,  rationale  atque  immortalis  anima  &intci- 
ledus  ejus  imaginem  & fimihtudinem  Dei  habere  dicitur,  Immateriaiis  enim  & 
incorporea,  intelledualis,  rationalifque  per  efl’entiam  eft,  virtucis  & fapienti* 
capax.  Quod  (i  hum’.ns  anim*  atque  mentis  formam  & eftigiem  fingere  impoffi- 
bile  eft,  quoniamnec  fenfu  percipitur : quis  adeoftultus  erit,  ut  ligneum  fimula- 
c-hrum  ac  effigiemDei  crcatoris  omnium,  (imilitudinem  Dei  habere  arbitrageur  ? 
Natura  n.dmna  omnem  materiam  & omnia  quae  percepimus  excedir,  mente  fo- 
lutnmodo  & fandis  animis  intelleda.  Figuravero  Iovis  quae  in  ftmulacfiro  con- 
Tpicitur,  mortalis  viri  effieies  eft,  non  quae  totum  hominem,  fed  pejorem  ejus  par- 
tem lmitata^expreflit,  nullum  n*vit*  atque  anim*,  veftigium  oftendit.  Quomo- 
do  igitur  univerfi  Deus,menfqj  omnium  creatrix  lpfe  Iupiter  erit,  qui  aut  in  *rc, 
autin  mortuo  ebore  cernitur  > Dc  PraparaTme  Evangcltf,  lib  ^-cap.^.pag.  See 
Scckfiaft.  fjiftor.  lib.  7. cap-  i3.  1 Invem  lgitur  velum  pendens  in  foribus  ejufdcm 

Ecclefiae  tindum  atque  depidum,  & habens  imaginem  quaG  Chrifti,  vel  fandi 
cujafdam,  non  enim  fat  is  memini,cujus  imago  fueiir.  Cum  ergo  hoc  vidiflem  in 
Ecclefia  Chrifti  contra  audoritatem  Scripturarum  hominis  pendere  imaginem, 
fcidiillud,&  majiK  dediconfilmmeuftodibus  cjufdem  loci,  ut  pauperem  mortuum 
eo  obvolverent  & efFerrent.  Deinceps  prsecipere,  in  Ecclelia  Chrifti  iftiufrnodi 
vel.f,  quae  contra  religioncm  11  oft  ram  veniunt,  non  appendi.  Ejiphamiu  Epift.ad 
Joanncm  Hicrufol  apud  Hicrarn.  Ejift.  60.  cap.  5 Tom.  1.  fag.  ui.  See  Biihop  vjhcrs 
Anfwer  to  the  lefaits  challenge.  pag.  507.  k Cui  ftmiiitudini  (imilem  feciftis 
Deum?  Quidn.  critei  fimile  & equipollens  feu  naturae,  feu  pondcris,  feu  nobi- 
Jitatis  ratione  * Num  enim  arte  fabri  & lignarij,  num  auri  fuforum  peritia  for- 
matus  eft  in  imaginem  alicujus  Creatur*  ? An  inquft  etfidus  eft,  humana  imago  } 
Minime.  Nihil  enifn  ei.quicquam  *quari:poteft.  Deus  n.  cum  (it,  natura  & ex  fe, 
quia  aliud  non  exrttit,  omiubus  omnino  luperior  eft.  Cum  itaque  fupra  omne  eft 
quodiadum  eft,  8c  quedgenitum  eft,  deridet  idolorum  effidicncm,  &c. 
jjlexandr.  inHcfaiam  lib^7  •Tom.i.pag.  176, 17 7,  and  in  loan.  Evang.  lib.  $<.  cap. 
Xi.  pag.478.  1 Adhaecquifnameft,  qui  invifibilis  & corpore  vacantis  ac  cif- 
cumfcriptionis  & figurae  ex  per  ns  Dei  fimuLathrum  .^ftiGgere,  queat  f Extreme 
itaque  dementi*  & impietat  s ftiejclt;  diriricnn^mimen  finger*  ac  figurayc.  At- 
qui  hint  eft  quod  in  vetCri  teftamctico.immme  trims  -ac  per  vulgar  us  imaginum 
ufns  fncrit:  Orthodox*  Fiden  lih.  4.  cap.  17.  pag.  477.  & Jjfc.  j . cap.  4.  pag. 
aji.  vid.  ibidem 

* * i > V r ‘ . - * * K # . ! ; J ( ' r » • M - D i f ^ 

rJ7JJ  3 fif* 


Hiftrio-Maftix \ 


Par.T.2,, 


SOO 


m See  Hilar.De  fcen^nd  m other  Fathers  j together  with  n Conft  amine  the 
Trinit.I.  i .p.  $ , Great,0  Conftantinus  Caballintu , Nicephorus,  Stawattfu , 
^P-7-G.  Philippic#*  , Anthemius,  Theodofins  the  fecond  , Leo 
S p ^ Ar menus , Valence , 7 heodofius  the  third , A/ ichael  Balbus , 
Trinit .1.6, pa/,  Thcophilus,  Charles  the  Great,  with  other  Emperours ; 
31.  Specie  the  Counceis  of  P Eliberis , 4 Conft ant  inop  lc3  Toledo , and 

jfrura  caret  Frankford ; with  fundry 1 Popijh  and r P rot  eft  ant  Writers 

Deus.  Non  fo-  V 

lumautem  fculpturae  artis  Deus  non  eft  fimilis,  Ted  neq;  alteri  cuiquam  humane 
cogitatione  fubijeitur.Theophyla&.Enar.in  Ioannem.c.5.p.248.Chryfoft.Hom.38 
in A<ft.Apoft.Tom.g.Col.587,C.  Athanalius, Contra  Gentcs  Oratio.p.  7.8c  10. 
Contra  Sabellij  Grasgales.p. 48.49.8c  Quaeft.50.p.4oo.Theodoretin  Detit  Quatft. 
4.  Nicephorus. Ecdeli.  Hift  l.i 8.c.5$.See  SeduUM3Primafiu4,Thcodoret:Kemigit'',Ecda3 
HaymOjHRabanm  JMaurui&aumviuijAmbrofe,  Cbr)fo[iomc,  & Com.  in  Rom. 

iTim.6.i64Serenus  Marlilienlis.aptrd  Greg.Mag.Epift.\.7.Epift.jop.&  l.p 
Epift.9. Claudius  Taurinenfis  Contra  Imagines. LBibl,Patru.Tom.4.pars  1 p.9i.to 
J 18,  Araphilochiusj  inBB.Vlhers  anfwer  to  the  Iefuits  challenge,  p.50 6.  Centur. 
Magd.  8.  Col.  559.564 «&  D .Rainolds,  De  Idoiolatrin.  Rom.EccleGaj.l.i.c.a  fed  9. 
accordingly,  n Quod  poteft  intelligentiafolum  perfpici  &conprehcndi  mentc,nec 
appetitformam  quacognofcatur,necfiguram  admittit,ut  imaginem  &effigiem.0i4- 
*io  adSantlerwcxtum.c  4.apudEufcbium?fom-2.p.io°,  0 See  t£e  Homily  againft  the 
pcrill  of  Idolatry  pars  2.3  Centur.6  C0I.3  29.37  5 ,707.Centur.8,Col.3.i  2,41,33, 
^75531,535,558^59,5^0,561,665,^44,545,612361^  377,  174. Cent.  9* GoI« 
19.22,24,3  51,3  51,35  3.  P Placuit,piChiras  in  Ecclefia  eflenon  debere j ne  quod 
colitur  aut  adoratur,in  parietibus  depingatur.Concii.EIib.Can  36,  Surius.Tom.i. 

р. 365,  q See  the  Homily  againft  the  perill  of  Idolatry.part  2.3 . BB.  vfljcrs  Anfwer 

to  the  Iefuits  Challenge,  pag.  5 ir.  to  514.  Carolus  Magnus.  1. 4.  Contra  Imagines, 
f Ergo  6 ftultae  Gentiles, cui  Emile  feciftis  Deum  ? Curauro  & argento  aut  rei  ali- 
cui  infenfatae  ? Aut  quam  imaginem  ponetisei  qui  ilium  aliquo  modo  exprimat 
qui  fpiritus  cft,&c  ? Cum  igitur  ipfe  mcomprehenfibilis  & immenfus  fit,dicitfan- 
ftus,Cui  me  aftimulaftis  ?curhomini,cur  volucri,cur  ferpenti?  Et  cui  me  ada*- 
quaftis  ? curauro,cur  argento  ? curalicui  creaturse  ? Haymo  Ccmment.in  o. 

fol. 33 1,335.  See  Agabardus  de  Pi&uris  & Imaginibus.  lib.  & Lucas  Tudenfis.  1.2. 
Adverfus  Albigenfes  C.3.&  xo.Bibl.Patru.Tom.i  3. 002.160,271,273.  an  excellent 
difeourfe  againft  the  Images  & Pictures  of  God  or  the  Trinity, where  he  thus  con- 
cludes. Imago  Deiflca;  Trinitatis,ab  hominibus  nec  debeat,nec  poffit  depingLSec 
f>-Ramoldsdc  IdololatriaRom.Eccl.l. *.c.2,fe<ft.i  o. * Peter  jH4rfyr,In  Epift.ad  Rom. 

с. t.p.54.to  73.C4/x/i»,Inftit.l.r.c.i  i.8cCom.inRom.i.i3.ScAfI.i7.t9.See  Mufculm, 
Marlorat,Bnccr,  Bulinger , AretWy  and  others  Ibid. & in  1 Tim.  6. i6«  Do&or  miitt, 
Com.on  Rom.r.Contr.  x 243.9  5.96.  Hexapla  in  Exod.c.10  .Comandement  a.Contr* 
4*M .Cartwright  on  the  Rhemilh  T eft.on  Ad.i  7.feft.4.Heb.9.f.4. 1 Ioh.  5 X5.Rev. 
I3,fc(ft.7.&  Mat.9.f.9.  D.Boyeihis  VoMs^^.Tbomasirilfon,  his  Coin, on  Rotn.r„ 
Dialj  3 «Y.i2.*3  ,i4^ith  others  hereafter  qwpted*  p«  844. 895, 
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iince,  our  late  renowned  c S over  at gne  King  James , and  * His  Prcmo- 
our  owne  Homilies,  againfl  the  perill  of  Idolatry,  (efta-  p[l0nto 
blifhed  by  * All  of  Parliament,  and  confirmed  by  oar  Ar-  ftfacesp  y 
ttcles  and  Cottons,  as  the  undoubted  Do&rine  of  our  “ij.EJiz.caa! 
Church,  to  which  all  our  Clergie  fubfcribe:)  doeabfo-  Aruc.jj, 
lutely  condemne , as  finfull,  idolatrous,  and  abominable*  Artic.35 .C?^ 
the  making  of  any  Image  or  Pitt  are  of  God  the  Father , 

Son,and  holy  Ghoft, or  of  the  facred  Trinity, & theerctttng  y Alexander 
of  them,  of  Crucifixes,  or  fach  like  Pitt  ares  in  Churches , .sCver9  Chrifto 
which  like  the  V Emperor  Adrians  Temples  built  for  Temphifacere 
Chnft,fhould  be  without  all  Images,  or  Saints  Pittures.  So  yol«it,eumquc 
theylikewiie  codemned  the  very  x art  of  making  Pittures Inter  Dcos 
and  Images , as  the  occafion  of  Idolatry,  together  with  all  HaSSus  co- 
Stage-portraitures,  Images,  Vizards,  or  reprefentati-  gicafl’c fercur, 
011s  of  Heathen  Idols,  &c.  as  groffe  Idolatry,  as  a Jofe-  qui  TcmpU  m 
phus  witnejfeth : The  felfefame  cenfure  is  palled  againit  °iTinihtis  civi. 
thefe  theatricall  Pictures,  Vizards,  Images,  and  dif- wtlf>us  fine  f1' 
guifes,  by  Philo  JudausfiDe  DecalogoMb.pag.  1037.  By 
Tertul  De  Spettaculis.  lib.  cap  .2 3 . D e Corona  Milit  is  .lib . Lampridj  Sevc- 
cap.^.^.dr  De  Idololatria.lib.  By  Cyprian  SpifiJib.'l-Epifi.  ru4.p.z$69 
2.  & hb.  i.  Epifi.iQ.  & De  Spettac.lib.  By  Arnobius  Ad-1  Sqq  Philo 
verfus  Gentes.l  b.-j . By  Lattanttus  cDe  Veto  Culru  lib.  6.  De 

cap. 2O.  By  Augufiine,T>e  CivitfDei.lib.z.cap .5 . to  14.  p^o^o  Toft/1* 
By  the  6.  Councell  of  Confiantinop/e.  Can.  60. 6 1.  ( See  phus  Contra 
here  pag.  88. 69^  583,  584,)  By  the  Synode  ofLtngres.  Apionem  l,i  p. 
herc,/M£.6oc.  By  the  Councell  of  B a fil,  her  epag  60 1 . By  8 j 8.  Clemens 
the  Come  ell  of  Toledo,  here  pag  603.604.  by  lundry  °-  Adhort^acT 
other  fore-quoted  Counccls  and  Synods . here  pag.  606.  Gcntcs.Cypri- 
625  >633, 635  &c.  By  our  owne  Statute  of  3 . Henry  8.  an,De  fdoioiu. 
cap. 9.  againfl /■ J ummers and Vizards, here pag, 49 1,4.9  4..  Vanit.p42^4, 
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moft  others  who  have  written  either  againft  Stage- 
playes  3vaine  fafhions  ,and  apparell,or  face-painting.  W here- 


fore 
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fore  they  are  certainely  onlavvfull,  as  I have  formerly 
proved  atlarg c.Att  3.  Scene  3.  & AH  y.  Scene  1. 1,3,5, 
<5,7.  on  which  you  may  refled.  I lhall  therefore  clo/c 
b Col.  991.  this  point  with  that  fpecch  of  ^ Saint  Bernard,  in  his 
994.  recited  Apolcgie  to  William  the  Abbot , in  his  paifage  againft:  the 
like  wile  by  i overcofily  building  and  adorning  of  Temples,  and  the 

eulum  r,  fettwg  up  of  vainc  Images  and  Pictures  in  Churches,  (a 
lib, &8  . cap,9<5.  thing  much  condemned  by  k fundry  Fathers,  Councels , 
97.  and  Imperiall  Cbrifti™  Conflitutions ; by  all  Reformed 

i O ini  no  ora-  Churches,  and  orthodox  1 Proteflant  lYritens,  and  by  m the 

ronoru  nnme-  g(atfites  n I munitions,0  Homilies,  P Canons,  <1  ancient 

las  altitudines, 

immoderatas  iongitudincsjfupervacuas  latitudines,fumptuofas  depolitiones,curio- 
Cm  depi&ioncs  j qux  dum  orantiii  in  fe  rctorquent  aipeftum,impediunt  8c  afFe&u, 
&c, Quern.  inquam.  ex  his  fru&um  requirimus  ? ftultorum  admirationem  an  fim- 
plicium  obleftationem  ? An  quoniam  commixti  fumus  inter  Genres,  forte  didia- 
mils  opera  eorum,  Sc  fervimas  adhuc  fculptilibus  eorum ? Bt  ut  aperte  loquar,  an 
non  hoc  totum  facit  avaritia,qu£  eft  idolorum  fervitus, 8c  non  requinmus  fruftum 
fed  datum  ? Si  qusris,  quomodo  J miro,  inquam  modo.Tali  quadam  arte  fpargiuur 
oes,uc  mulriplicetur:  expenditur  ut  augeatur,  & eftufio  copiam  purit*.  Ipfo  quippc 
vifu  fumptuofarii  fedmirandarum  vamtacum  accenduntur  homines  magis  ad  offc- 
rendum  quam  ad  adorandum.  Sic  opes  opibus  hauriuntur,  fic  pecunia  pecuniam 
trahit,  quia  nefcio  quo  pafto,  ubi  amplius  divitiarum  cernitur,  ibi  oftertur  hben- 
tius.  Auro  teftis  reliquijs  fignantur  oculi,  8c  loculi  aperiuntur.  Oftenditur  pulche- 
nma  forma  fanfti  vel  fanft.v  alicujus,Sc  cocreditur  fanftior  quo  coloratior.Currut 
homines  ad  ofculandum,  mvitantur  ad  donandum,&  magis  miranrur  pulchra  quam 
venerantur  facra,  8cc.  Quid  puras  in  his  omnibus  quaeritur,  paenitentium  com- 
punftio,  an  intuentium  admiratio  ? C sranitas  vanitatum  I fed  non  vanior  quam 
xnfanior.  Fulget  ecclefta  in  parietibus,Sc  in pauperibus  eget.  Suos  lapides  induit  au- 
ro,& fuos  filios  nudos  deferit.  De  fumptibus  egenorum  fervitur  oculis  divitum.  In- 
veniuntcurioft,quo  delettentur, 8c  non  inveniunt  miferi  quo  fuftententur.  Bernard. 
Ibid , See  the  Homily  againft  the  Peril!  of  Idolatry,  and  of  Adornin?  and  keeping 
cleane  of  Churches accordingly.  k See  the  Homily  againft  the  Peril!  of  Idolatry, 
accordingly.  I See  Thomas  Regcrs,his  Espofition  on  the  11,  Article.  Propofition  3. 
p.iij.ntf.accoidingly.  i.Edw  .6  ,c.ioh  1 3 1.  $.Jac.c.l,  R Qjueene  eli^. 

Injunftions.lnjun&.i^^jif.and  Articles  to  be  inquired  of  in  Vifitations.Artic. 
z 0 Homilies  againft  the  perill  of  Idolatry.  The  Homilies  of  the  Right  ufe 

of  the  Church,  part  z , Homily  of  the  place  and  time  of  Prayer,  part  zA  P Can.  Sz4 
<!  Archbiihop  Cranmer  who  penned  tne  Homilies  againft  the  perill  of  Idolatry. 
B 3 .Hooper  on  the  i.Commandement ; and  in  the  Confeftionof  his  Faith  upon  the 
Creed.  Artie. 78.8c  87.  BB.  Ialimen  Sermon ,*dcUrutn.  fol.  3. 11.  and  his  Sermon 
in  the  Shrowdesat  Pauls.f.  1 8/21 . BB^id/iy, his  Treatife  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
Clergy  of  England,  to  King  Edward  the  VI.  concerning  Images  not  to  be  fee  up, or 

and 
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and  modcrne  Bijhops , & authorised r Writers  of  the  Church  worthipped  m 
and  State  of  England,  who  teach , that  all  Images  and  Pi- 
ttures^fyeciafly  Crucifixes, with  the  Images ,tke  Titturesof™  Miztyts* 
god  the  Father,  and  the  [acred  Trinity, which  to  make  is  Londom6jo4 
groffe  Idolatry  and fupcrftitiontGHghtwholy  to  be  abohfhed  p.1917.  ipi8* 
andcaftout  of  Churches, in  which  iome  of:  teteered  the:)  i919>t9i°> 
where  thus  he  vjrites.Caterumin  clauftrts  (I  may  fay  in  ^ ciiere^|* 
SpettacuUs&  thcatris )cora  legentibusftatribus  quidfacit  ^ * |*  \z  1 [ 

ilia  ridicula  monfiruofitas^mtra  defprmis  for  mojito*, ac for-  7935796,848, 
mofa  deformit  as?  quid'tbi  immunda  fimia,  qutdferi  leones ? 1000,10145 
quid  monfhuofi  Centaur  i?  quid femi-homines?  quid  maculof t 1 0 3 5 5 1 1 8 * > 
tigrides? quid  mihtes  pugnantes? quid  Venator es  tubicinates ? j^here  we^hiU 
Videos  fub  uno  capite  mult  a corpora, & in  mo  corpore  capita  fee  CommifTi- 
multa'Cernitur  hinc  in  quadrupede  cauda  ferpentis,  illtnctn  ons  both  from 
pi  fee  caput  quadruped  us,  I bi  befit  a prafert  equum,  capram  ff.8  .&  Efi  .for 
trahens  retro  dtmidiam , hie  cornutum  animal  equum  gerit  Puhmg  downc 
po fieri  us,  Tam  mult  a deniq3  tamtfc  mira  diver  far  urn  for-  ^urches^  ° 
marum  ubifyvarietat  apparet,  ut  magus  legere  lib  eat  in  Images 


were  deftroyed  both  at  condemned  by  the  Martyrs  thatfuffrcd:)Ic/j« 

Bale  CeiK,$crip.t4Brit.p,$  8 .7  9,80,5  66,6  48,6  5 his  Poore  mans  Library, 

pars  1X79. 80. to  whichl  might  adde  BB.irt?r#,SB .Babingte*, 
on  the  z Commandement.  .T>avwatc}8c  others.  r M.Thtdail 

in  his  Anfwer  to  Sir  Thomas  {Morc$.  170.10  *7  ?.  and  in  his  Anfwer  to  M,  Moores  4. 
Booke.p.^ij.D  Barnes  his  Treadle, that  it  is  againft  the  holy  Scripture  to  honor  I- 
mages. p.  3 9, Sic. William  Wraghton>ii\  hisCourfe  & Hunting  of  the  Romifh  Fox,&c* 
lobnVcrdn  his  ftrong  battery  of  the  Invocation  of  Saints.  Thomas  Beacon  his  Cate- 
chi(me«p«$  t7.t0336.Sc  his  Romes  Rcliqucs.c.i  j 1 6. anfwer  to  lobnMar- 
fljials  Treatife  of  the  CrofTe,The  Prcface.fol.-i.toi 9.8c  Arcc.g,9,io.f.8x,to  36,& 
164.ro  18  6. being  an  excellent  Treatife  againft  fettingup  Images  in  Churches.  Dr. 
HumfriesT)c  Vita&mort e l{ie\\ij>.i$  Guahbcrm  Haddon Contra  Oforium.l.i.  f.3  j • 
ta  37.1. 3.  f.  2 54, 17 1,172,27  3,18  6, 29  7^  1 l.D. Spares  againft  Albines  Bpiftle  to  the 
Reader.D  Retinoids  l)e  IdoloiatnaRorn.EccLefias  : to  whom  I might  adde  D.  F 
Anfwer  to  the  Rhemith  Teftament.  Ad.  i7-fed.5. p.400.40  1.  r Ioh.c.f  .fe&,5.pag. 
839. Anfwer  to  MarUH.c,^.A.D.Fic!d}T>  Cra\entboriC,t> . iviilet,  D.iehnWhite,  with  ail* 
our  Writers  upon  the  i.  Commandement,  who  all  concur  in  this;  that  Images  ought 
not  to  be  finTered  or  fet  wp  in  Churches j to  which  Aflertion  every  Biiliop  and  Mini- 
fter  of  the  Church  of  England  doth  fubfcribe  in  fubfcribing  to  our  Arriclcs  & Ho- 
milicSjwhich  atftrme  the  fame  in  pofiti/e  tearmes  : thofe  therefore  who  defend,  or 
ered  Images, revolt  from  their  owne  fubfeription,  and  fo  ought  to  be  deprived,  by 
the  Statute  of  13.  Eh\,cap.i  z.  whocaufed  Images  to  bee  taken  out  of  Churches  in 
the  ftrft  and  fecond  yeeresof  her  Raignc,as  Heddon  Contra  Ofor,  1, 3.  f, 171,6c  Dr. 
fuU$  in  his  Anfwer  to  Martin.c,  3. fed.  3 . p.36.  exprefly  teftific. 
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* Seneca  Thc- 
bais.  Ad.  3, 
to 1,66, 


See  Ad  6. 


m Armor ibus  quam in codicibus ,totum<fe  diem oqctsparc fin- 
gula  ijla  mirando.quam  in  ‘Dei  lege  me dit Ando.  0 v amt  as 
v amt  at  urn  l fed  non  v amor  quam  rnfanior.  ‘Fro  Dcofi  non 
pudet  mepttarum ; cur  vel  non  pi  get  expenfarum.  And  thus 
much  for  the  manner  of  acting  Stage-piayes. 

THe  5 .thing  which  makes  the  profcifion  of  a Player 
and  the  very  afting  of  Playes  unlawful!,  is  the  end 
for  which  they  are  afted,  which  is  double;  profit,  or 
pleafure  ; the  firft,  the  end  of  all  common  Players  : 
* quipr&miumincertum  petunt  certumfcelus  : the  fecond 
onely  of  Academicaii  and  private  Actors.  To  begin 
with  the  firft.  I fay  it  is  altogether  unlawfull  for  any 
to  aft  Playes  for  gaine  or  profit  fake,  or  to  make  a trade 
or  living  ofit.  Firft,  becaufe  the  profeflion  of  a Player 
is  no  lawful!  warantable  trade  of  life,  but  a molt  infa- 
mous lewde  ungodly  profefTion,condemned  by  Pagans, 
by  Chriftians  in  all  ages  , as  the  f examples  of  Tlato , 
Scene  S-p448*  a/fnfiotle , the  Lacedemonians , Afaflilienfes , and  others , 
*°Se°  Ad  exc^e^  St  age -players  their  Ref  lib  likes  , and  of 

Scene  i Ad  6 T^e  c Primitive  Church  and (fhri[}ians who excommumca- 
Scene  f i i,zo  ted  and  banijbsd  them  the  Clin  ch > together  with  our 
8c  Ad  7.  owne  u Statutes,  who  brand  them  all  for  Vagrant  Rogues 
and  fiurdy  Beggers , moft  plentifully  evidence.  _/fhat 
therfore  which  all  ages  have  thus  folemnely  cenfiired  as 
infamous,  execrable  and  unchriftian,  can  be  ho  lawfull 
4.  cap. 7,  calling  for  men  to  live  or  gaine  by.Befides,the  profeffio 
* See  Ad  i 2.  of  a Stage-play  er,K/W  its  original  inflitutionfrom  Fagan 
^ /l*  ^C€ne  Idols  and  Idolaters:it  was  originally  devoted  to  Idolatry , to 

Bacchus, and  Heathen  Devill-gods:it  tends  onely  to  y dif- 
foluteneffe  and  prophanenejfe,to  nourifh  idlenejfe,vice,and  all 
kinde of  wickednejfe  both  in  the  aAIlors  and  Spectators: 
>yea,  it  makes  men  profeffed  vaffals  to  the  Devill,  to 
See  here* * maint:aine  his  very  works  and  z Pompes  which  they  havo 
41.^0  61°  561'  Htterb  renounced  in  their  baptifme  : it  tends  neither  to 
to  568.  Gods  glory,  nor  the  good  of  men  meeds  therefore  inuft 

it  be  unlawfull ; and  fo  like  wife  to  get  money  by  it.  Se- 
' condly. 


Scenes,  5. 
a it  .Henry  S. 

c.f  2.  14 

c-5*  19'T.l'v^.  c. 


7.8c  AdS. 
Scene.  2, 
y See  Ad  6, 
thorowout. 
Tacit.Annal. 
M.cap.2.3. 
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condly,  Stage-playes  in  their  very  beft  acception  are  2 
but*  vanities  or  idle  recreations,  which  have  no  price,  * see  Ad 
no  worth  or  value  in  them  : they  cannot  therefore  bee  Scene  7.8c  Ad 
vendible  becaufe  they  are  not  valuable.  I11  every  law-  r-Scene4, 
full  way  ofgaine  or  trade,  there  ought  to  be  b quid  pro  ?maa 
quo,  fome  worth  or  other  in  the  thing  that  is  fold,  equi-  u^crMrole 
valent  to  the  price  the  vendees  pay,  or  elfe  the  gaine  agamft  Vamr 
is  fraudulent  andfinful! ; but  there  is  no  value  at  all  in  Pbyes.p^ 
Stage-playes  or  their  adion,  which  are  but  empty  4*.Summa 
worthleffe  vanities ; therefore  no  price  ought  to  bee  ^n3c*lci'„Tite 
taken  for  thein.Thirdly, c neither  the  Word  or  Church  Beaf0*' 
of  God,  nor  the  Lawes  and  Statutes  of  any  Chriftian  Dod,?erl(m, 
Kingdom,(which  for  the  moft  part  condemne  al  Adors  and  others  on 
and  their  lewde  profeflionjdid  ever  authorize  the  ad-  tbe8-  Com- 
ing of  Playes  (no  nor  yet  the  Playing  at  Cards  or^f^^f^' 
Dice,  or  Bowles,)  as  a lawful!  trade  and  meanes  for  $Cene  c & Ad 
men  to  live  and  gaine  by.  Yea,  the  ading  of  Stage-  74Scene\.3,7, 
playes  can  never  be  made  a lawful!  profeflion,  becaufe  See  Hoftienfis, 
Playes  themfelves  are  but  recreations,  which  muft  not  Summa  Ange  - 
be  turned  into  profeOions  ; recreations  being  onely  to  bee  ^3*^ac<£U5 
Hfed  a rarely,  when  men  are  tyred  out  with  honeftStstdies, 
callings , and  imployments ; ( as  Stage-playes  ought  to  be  Alea:&  Danx- 
were  they  law  full,)  but  profeffions , c conftantly  from  day  to  us  de  Ludo 
^7. Therefore  men  cannot  ad  them,to  gaine  a living  by  Alex.  lib.  & 
them.  Vpon  thefe  grounds  the  f Fathers,  Schooolemen,  j^^umm! 
and  (fanonifts  teach  us  ; that  for  men  to  give  their  money  to  xhcoiomx 
Stage-players  for  their  playing,  Is  a very  great finne:  Yea,  p.irs  4.Qjxft, 

S Guillermus  adltiffodorenfis,  h Hierom,  Juo, 1 Vmcentius  M.Artic^, 
Bellovicenfs , k Glaus  tJMjignus,  1 Joannis  Bert achinus, 
ni  Stcphanm  Cofta,  and  n divers  other  certifieiis  ; that, 

Hifinontbus  dare  eft  rDamonibus  immoUre,  to  give  to  or  uVu s.iuvcnal 
Sat^r.\  1 p 1 1 1. See  M ,2fyrtbbrcd{e againft  Vaine Playes  & Enterludes, & M Wbsatly 
nis  Redemption  of  time  accordingly.  « Gen. 5 .17,1 9.Exod.zo.9» f See  here^p.^a^,. 
$ 1 6.  5 Summa  Auiea,inlib.5.Sentent.Tr.uft.7.  Qnxft.5.  fol.163,  h Apud  Iuonis 
Decret.pars  1 i.c.84.  i Speculum  Hiftoriale  l. 29.  c. 41.  k Hiftonx.  1. 1 5.C.3  1.5 
IRepercorij  pars  1.  p.^^.Tit.Hifhio.  m De  Ludo,Tra&.fed.*.n.r7.  in  Tra&at. 
Tra&at.  Tom.  i.fol.  157. 158.  n Summa  Summarum.  Tit.  Hiftrio.  Iacobus  De 
G raffijs,Decif.  Aureanim.lib.z,.  cap.12, 1 . 
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Stage-players,  is  nought  elfebut  tofacnfice  unto  De- 
vils: bccauie  their  prorcllion  is  unlawtull&  Lnabohcail 
too  : . it  being  both  a linne  tor  Piay-hauncers  to  give,  or 
Players  to  ta*ve  any  money  tor  their  Playes  and  acbon, 

? In  their  Ex-  Hence  is  it  that  ° mofi  Divines  and  Cafuifis  mtorme 
Poiitionsonthc  us  ythat  money  gotten  toy  'Dice,  by  Cards , by  acting  Playes , 
8.  Comman-  or  any  unlawful!,  prof ef] ion  whatjoever,  is  plaine  theft , and 
inThcIlr,  dTf  ^ that  Dicers  and  Play  ers  are  bound  to  reft  ore  their  gaines  in 
ccurfes  : Dc  caje  they  are able,orelfe  to  dijhibtite  it  to  the  poore.Hence 
Ludo,  &Ke-  V Saint  Cyprian  (and  out  ot  him  <1  Joannes  Langhecru ?■ 
ihtutione.  Sc  ciusy  and  * Jua  Carnotenfis ) intormes  us,  that  Players 
Satisfattione.  games  doe  out  feperate  them  from  the  Society  of  the 
Ppih  To  k-1*  saints  in  Heaven,  and  tat  them  up  tor  Hdl : to/  thus  he 
\ £>e  Vita  & writes  of  a Player  who  pretended  poverty  and  neceility 
Honefiate  Ec-  to  continue  in  hisading;  Quod  fi  penurtam  tails  & ne - 
clefiulUib.  z,  cejfitatem  paupertatis  obtendit,potefi  inter  cater  os  qui  alt - 
cap.  »i.  mentis  Ecclefia  fufiinentur,  hujus  quofj  nece/Jitas  adjuvari, 
*Dccretaliu fi  ; amen  content  us  fit  frugaltor  thus  er  innocent  thus  ctbis . 
pars  li, cap,  3.  yyec^Htet  falario  fe  ejfe  redtmendum  fit  a peccatls  cejjet , 
quandohoc  non  nobis  fed  fibiprafiet . Cater  urn  quando  vult 

* Nota.  qH£rat*  * Qualis  qua  fins  efi  qui  de  convivio  <• A braha , 

Jfaacy  dr  Jacob  dr  homines  raputt,  & male  ac  pernictofe  in 
feculo faginatos  ad  at  erna  farm  sac  fit  is  fupplicta  deduoit? 
Et  ideo  quantum  potes,  cum  a pravitate  ac  dedecore  ad 
vitaminnoeentia^at^adfpem  vita  fua  revoca,ut  fit  con - 
tent  us  ecclefia fumpttbus parcioribus  quidem^fedfalutari - 
bus.  Quod  fi  iliic  ecclefia  non  fufficit  ut  labor  antibus  pra- 
fientur  aliment  a , poteritfe  ad  nos  transferred  & hie  quod 
fibi  ad  vittum  atfy  vefiitum  necejfartumfuerit,accipere,nec 
alios  extra  ecclefiam  mortaha  docere,  fed  ipfe  tn  ecclefia 
falutaria  difeere.  The  acting  theretore  or  Playes  tor 
hire,  gaine,  or  profit  lake  (which  ought  not  to  bee  the 

* 1 Cor.  So*u.  end  of  any  mans  law  hill  calling,  but  1 onely  Gods  glory 
loha  174.  * *ndthegoodofmen,whichPlayss  and  A&ors  never  a;me 

at : ) mitft  certaindy  bee  unlawfuli ; Which  I w»ould 
with  our  Players  and  Play-haunters  to  confider.  Se- 
condly, as  it  is  unlawful!  to  att  Playes  for  profit, fo  like- 

wife.- 
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wife  for  pleafure  fake, f becaufie  this  life  is  no  life  of  car- * See  Aft  f. 
nail  joy  and jollity , but  of  weeding  and  mourning  for  ourScQIiQ11° 
ownc  and  other  finnes,  and  becauje  car  nail  pleafur  esdampe , 
or  quite  extinguifh  all  Jpirituall  heavenly  joyes , obdurate 
mens  hearts , ft  up  i fie  their  confidences , withdraw  their 
tnindes  and  thoughts  from  God  and  better  things , 1 lullmen  t Matth.24. 3 8 
faft  a fieepe  in  dangerous  fiecurity,fo  that  they  never  fieri - 11.34. 

oufly  thinly  either  of  their  finnes  or  latter  ends , as  is  evident 1 * * 

by  many  P layers  and  Play-haunters  lives,  who  are  fo  in- 
toxicated, lb  flupified  with  thefe  Syrenian  Enterludes, 
that  they  never  feriouily  thinke  of  finne,of  God,  of 
Heaven,  or  Heii,  or  of  the  meanes  of  grace.  Bur  be* 
caufe  I have  beene  more  copious  in  this  theame  before, 

I fhall  here  briefely  pafle  it  over  now,  referring  you  to 
Part  1 2 -Atl  3 .Scene  x 1 . for  fuller  fatisfadion. 

THe  6.  and  laft  ground  of  the  unlawfulnefle  of  ading  5 

Playes  is  the  evil  fruits  that  ifiue  from  it, both  to  the 
Spectators  (of  which  I have  at  large  difeour  fed,  Part  1 . 

Jitt  6.  thororvout 9)  and  iikewife  to  the  Actors,  which  I 
fhalhereoaely  name. As  firfiyt  makes  the  ACtors guilty 
of  many  finnes;  to  wit,  of  vaine,  idle,  ribaldrous,  and 
blafphemous  wordsjof  light, lafcivious,wantongefture$ 
and  adions ; ioffeoftime,  hypocrifie,  effeminacy  im- 
pndency,  theft,  luft,  with  fundry  other  finnes,  which 
they  cannot  avoyd  : Secondly,  it  ingenerates  in  them  oL  A 
a perpetual  habit  of  Vanity, effeminacy  ,idleneflfe, whore-  Dt  Vcro*  C«i* 
dome  adultery,  and  thofe  other  vices  which  they  daily  ru.c.ao.&  Cy- 
aCt  : u Dtfcunt  emm  facer e dum affuefemt  agcre,&  fimula - prian  De  Spe- 
tis  erudiuntur  advera,zs  Lattantins  and  Cyprian  truely 
write.  Whence  we  fee  for  the  mod  part  in  ail  our  com-  * *2  Au” 

mon  AClors  the  reall  praCtife  of  all  thofe  finnes,  and  Dei  1 zc  1™' 
villanies  which  they  ad  in  fport ; they  being  (as  *Lu-  y Lexicon  Vu- 
dovicusVives,^  John  Calvin  the  Civilian,  and  * Jaco-  ridicum.Tit, 
bus  Spielegius  write)  Perditiftlmis  monbus , & dep/orau 
nequitieij  men  of  moft  iewde,moft  diffolute  behaviour,  *L^xlc?n  Ju' 
andmoft  deplorable  defperate  wickednefie,  as  I have  hV^  iS’  C 
Zlizz$  a elfewhere,  ‘ * 
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4 Seeiicrc,  Ad  > elfcwhere  Ur gely  proved.  And  how  can  it  bee  other- 
^Hora/t  ift  wlie  ? b Qm Jewel eft  wbuta  recent  fervabit  odor emtefta 
Ub.xTp’u^x.  * ^,u  ’ being  as  truc  as  ^ 1S  ancicnt«  When  Children 
pag.z4j.  * c Touthes  and  others,  (Ball  be  trained  up  either  in  Vni- 
€ taaie  ingc-  verfities,Schooles,  or  Play-houfes,to  Play  effeminate  a- 
nu  a^oleicen-  niorous  wanton  Strumpets  parts ; to  ad:  the  parts  of 

1 1 um  il  1*^  til  o ••  r>  T Air£i»*r  R i it  nr  Do  n/^n**r  7 Vi  /\ha  rM  /i  /X 


koneftaque  via 


Wooers,  Lovers,  Bawdes,  Panders,  Whore-mafters, 


ad  iaxurn  atqj  Inceftuous  perfons,  Sodomites,  Adulterers,  Cheaters, 
volupcates  di-  Roarers,  Blafpemers,  Paricides,  and  the  like:  when 
bUuntur tfero-  they  fhall  be  intruded.  d Magifterio  impudica  artis  ge- 
flHs  quoqJ  turpes  & molles  & muliebres  exponere,  as  Saint 

* Cvpnn  E ift  Cjtr**n  phrafcth  it,  to  expreffe  effeminate,  womanilB, 
l.i.Hpift'io ! ' wanton, difhoneft  mimical!  geftures,by  the  tutorffiip  of 

• Niiduffufte-  an  unchaff  art ; to  court  Whores  and  Strumpets,  to  fol- 
dum  vifuqjhsec  licit  the  chaftity  and  circumvent  the  modeffy  of  others; 
hmma  tangat.  t0  contrive,  to  plot  and  execute  any  villany  with  grea- 

cihilunauTa-  te^  fccrecy  anc*  Purity  ; to  ad  any  finnes  or  wicked- 
tyr.14.pj16.  nefle  to  the  life,  as  if  they  were  really  performed:  when 
f Ad4.Sce ne  they  fhali  have  their  mindes,  their  memories,  and 
1 . His  enim  mouthes  full  fraught  with  e amorous  ribaldrous  pander  ~ 
atq;  hujuimo-  iy  Hiftories,P  aft  orals,  lefts,  difcourfes,  andvritij,  though 
m e^acTs  d ul«  obfcenities  from  day  to  day ; ( the  cafe  of  all  our 

eioribus  cor-  common  Adors  ; efpecially  thofe  who  have  bcene 
rampuntur  in-  trained  up  to  adingfrom  their  youth ; ) no  wonder  if 
genu  pucroni;  we  difeover  a ( whole  grove  of  all  thefe  notorious  ached 
Sc^iiwcm  fabu • ftnnes  and  villanies  budding  forth  'continually  in  their  un- 

j’domuch  that  tno:e  who  in  their  yonger 
mi  seratis  ro-  dayesreprefented  other  mens  vices  onelv,  fall  Ihortly 
buradolefcunt,  after  to  ad  their  owne,  the  better  to  Liable  them  to 
Sc  nuicri  ccn-  perfoliate other  mens  of  the  feifefanre  kinde ; he  being 
beRable  to  play  the  finnes  of  others,  who  hatnoft- 
lla'n-vssl°  times  perpetrated  the  very  felfefame  crimes  himfelfe. 
resbcrienhsDe  W he  nee  commonly  it  comes  to  pa  lie,  that  the  eminen- 
Nugis.  Curia-  teft  Adors  are  the  moll  lewde  companions.  S Stnonne 
lium  fat  is  improbata  eft  cujufc^artls  exercitatio , qua  quanto 

%Htf&  dottior  tanto  nequior  7 Thirdly,  it  makes  men 
om  1 ’ vaine,  lafcivicus,  prophaue  and  fcurrilous  in  their  dif- 


courles 
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courfes ; fantafticall  and  new-fangled  in  their  haire  and 
apparell;  mimicall  , antique  , hiltrionicall  in  their 
gate,  their  geftures , complements  and  behaviours : 
prodigall  in  their  expences,  impudent  and  fhameleffe 
in  their  carriage ; falfe  and  trecherous  in  their  dea- 
lings ; malicious , bloody  and  revcngefull  in  their 
mindesj  atheifticall,  gracelefie,  unchaffe,  deboiftand 
diffolute  in  their  lives ; and  for  the  moftpart  impeni- 
tent and  defperate  in  their  dcathes  ; according  to  that 
true  rule  ofthc  famous  Roman  Orator ; h Mors  honefta  h Cicero  Ora. 
faepe  vitam  quoq,  turpem  exornat;  vita  turpis  ne  morti tio ; ProP« 
qutdem  hone  ft  a locum  relinquit . Thefe  and  many  fuch  Qlun^io-  Pa2* 
like  evils  are  the  fruits  of  Piay-afting,  as  too  many  an-  ** 

cient  and  moderne  vifible  examples  witnefle.  Fourthly,  4 

itnourifheth  men  up  in  vanity  and  idlenefle,  in  which 
they  * wjtfte  their  precious  time  which fbould  he  hush  an-  * See  Aft  6. 
ded,  redeemed  to  farre  better  purpofes . For  though  our  Sc2ne  *• 
common  Fiayersbe  ever  adfing,  yet  they  are  al waves 
idle,  and  make  thoufands  idle  to  befidcs  themfeives; 

Horum  enim  non  otiofa  vita  eft  dicenda,fed  deftdiofa  occu- 
patio.Nam  de  illis  nemo  dubitabit , quin  eperofe  nihil  agant: 5 De  ^revksfe 
as  1 Seneca  wittily  defcants.  And  fo  great  is  our  popu-  Vlt*,c>1 1,1  z> 
lar  Stage* players  (that  I fay  not  our  ordinary  Piay~  kVecimdafc- 
haunters)  idlenefle ; quod  totam  vitam  ordinant  adiu-cundx. 
dendum,  ask  ^Aquinas  writes  of  them  : they  even  fpend  i^s.Artic^. 
their  whole  lives  in  playing: vvh encc1  Marcus  Aurelius 1 Ep^le  12.  to 
long  agone,  and  our  ewne  rn  Statutes  fince;  have  ranked  ^ g 

'Players  among  the  number  of  idle  vagrant  Truants,  c 
Rogues, and  Vagabonds, which  ought feverely  to  bepunifhed  c^.  ; p 
andthenfet  to  Jome  ho?jeft  worke,  to  get  their  livings;  their  4-  c.7. 

aft  in  g being  nought  elfe  but  idlenefle  in  Gods,  in  mens  n u 

account.  And  alas  what  a poore  reward  muff  theyexpeft  \'l°‘ 

from  God  atlaft,when  n he  /hall  remunerate  eyseryman  o s&£yJrian 
according  to  his  workes,  who  have  never  wrought,  but  dehabitu  Vir- 
enely  loytcrcd  and  played  all  their  dayes?  Laftly,  the  emum,  &Tcr- 
acling  of  Stage*  playes  0 inthrals  the  Abhors  both  in  the  tk^n  Gul- 
guiltjhe  punijhment  of  all  thofe  ftmtes  which  their  Playes  0 r v31  **  ’ 

option  aC’°‘  Hlb  * ' 
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aStfon  occaficn  in  the  Spoliators.  Which  being  fo  many 
in  number,  fo  great  in  quality  as  experience  manifefts 
them  to  bee,  what  Adors  conscience  is  able  to  (land 
under  their  guilt,  their  curfe  and  condemnation,  either 
in  this  life  or  in  the  day  of  judgement,  when  they  ihall 
all  be  charged  on  his  Soule  ? Laftly,the  a&ing  of  Stage- 
t See  \ft  4 piayes,as  it  P of  right  excludes  all  Aftors,  hath  pom  the 
Scene  i.  & here  pnvil edges  of  the  Common-weale,  from  the  Churchy  the 
part  2.  Aft  2.  Sacraments , and  fociety  of  the  fait hfutth ere , and  dr  awes  a 
Scene  i . pcrpetuali infamy  upon  their  perf  ?ns ; io  it  certainely  4 de - 

q bcc  bars  them  ft' om  entving  into  Heaven , and  brings  downe  an 

Scene  11.19,  eternall  condemnation  on  their  foules  and  bodies  hereafter , 
if  they  repent  not  in  time , thofe  being  bound  over  to  the 
judgement  of  the  great  genera  ll  Ajftfes  and  eternall  tor - 
r lohn  20.  2$ . merits  even  in  Heaven , who  are  thus  r bound  and juftly  cen - 
M3tth.16.19.  fared  by  the  Lawes  and  Edttts  of  the  Church  or  State  on 
^ See  Aft  6.  £arth . Hence  was  it,  t that  divers  Flayers  and  Play-poets 
Aft00  Seen?  1 **  f^°e  Primitive  C hurch , and  ft  nee,  renounced  their  pro f efa 
^ 4*  altogether  incompatible  either  with  Chriftianity 

crfalvation,  yea  hence  a late  English  Player  Some  two 
y ceres  fince,  falling  mortally  fickc  at  the  City  of  Bathe , 
whether  he  came  10  ad;  being  deepely  wounded  in 
conscience,  and  almoft  driven  to  defpaire  with  the  fad 
and  Serious  confideration  of  his  lewde  infernall  pro- 
fdTion,  lying  upon  his  death-bed  ready  to  breath  out 
his  Soule;  adjured  his  fonne  whom  hee  had  trained  up  to 
P lay-aliing,  with  many  bitter  teares  and  imprecations , as 
hetendred  the  everlafting  happineffe  of  his  foule , to  abjure 
andforfakehis  ungodly  prof efti on,  which  would  but  inthrall 
him  to  the  Devils  vaffalagefor  the prefent,  and  plunge  him 
deeper  into  Hell  at  Uft.  Such  are  the  difmall  execrable 
foule-condemning  fruitsofPlay-ading;  the  profdlion 
therefore  of  a common  Player,  and  the  perfonating  of 
theatricall  Enterludes.muft  needs  be  unlawfull  even  in 
this  refped.  And  thus  much  for  the  feccnd  Corolary  ; 
That  the  profeflicn  of  a Stage-player,  and  the  ading  of 
Stage-playes  is  infamous, yea  finfiill  and  unlawSull  unto 
Chriftians.  Act  vs 
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I Now  proceed  to  the  3 . Confe&ary $ That  it  is  a fin-  3 
full,  (hamefull,  and  unlawful!  thing  for  any  Chrifti-  Thatit  is  un- 
ans  to  be  Spe&ators, frequenters  of  Piayes  or  Piay-hou-  lawfull  to  be  a 
fcs.  In  which  I (hall  be  very  compendious,  becaufel  Spcftator  oi 
have  fo  largely  manifefted  it  in  the  firft  part  of  this  dif-  buSe'P  aYcs< 
courfe.  Now  thereafons  of  the  unlawfulnefle  of  be- 
holding Stage-playes,  are  briefely  thefe.  Firft,  becaufe  £ 

Piayes  themfelves  are  evill,  and  the  appearances,  the 
occafionsof  evill ; 'therefore  the  beholding  of  them  muft  t See  1 Thef.f. 
bee  fuch  : Secondly, u becaufe  it  hath  alwayes  beenea 
fcandalous , infamous  and  difhonefi  thing  both  among  u ^cc  Kom 
Chriftians  and  Pagans  to  retort  to  Stage-play e$,  and  I/(  j Cor.’io! 
a thing  of  ill  report:  Thirdly,  becaufe  it  is  * contrary  to  ;r>3i.PhiI,4.8 
our  Chrifiian  vow  in  baptifme,to  forfake  the  D evill  and  & Ad  7*  tho- 
all  his  workes,  the  pompes  and  vanities  of  this  wickedworld  ro''vo“f» 
and  all  the  finfull  lufls  of  thefiefh , of  which  Stage-play  es*^ 
are  nottheineanefl:  Fourthly,  becaufe  y it  gives  ill  ex - to  5*5.56  i.t® 
ample  to  ethers , and  maintains,  and  hardens  Stage-players  167, 
in  their  ungodly prof effion,  which  elfethey  would  give  over , 7 See  here  pag, 
were  there  no  Spettators  to  encourage  or  reward  them.  4°9*4*7j4i8* 
Fiftly,  becaufe  it  is  an  apparant  occafion  of  many  great 
finnes  and  mifehiefes ; as  z Ipjfe  of  time , prodigality , effe-  t See  Part  1. 
minacy,  whore  dome  , adultery  , unchafle  defires , luftfull  Ad  ff,thorovT- 
Jpeculations  , luxury , drunkenneffe , prophanenejfe,  hea-  our« 
thenifme,  atheifme , b/afpemy,fiurrdity , murther, 

duels, fantafiiquenejfe, cheating,  idle  difcourfes  ,w  ant  on  ge- 
ftures  and  complements,  vaine  fafhions,  hatred  of  grace , 
ofholineffe,  and  all  holy  men , acquaintance  with  lewde 
companions, the  greatefi  enemies  to  mens  falvation  ; and  a 
A aaaa  a world 
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worluoffuch  like  finnes  and  m f chief cs,  as  1 have  formerly 
proved  at  large,  aAct  tf.thorowout.  Sixtly,  becaufe  it 
* wtth-drawes  mens  mmdes  and  thoughts  from  Cjod  and 
from  bis  fervice  unto  vanity  ; and  indijpofeth  them  to  all 
holy  duties j making  all  Gods  l:olj/  ordinances  ineffectual / to 
their  Joules.  Seventhly,  becaule  it  b tends  onely  to  fat  is  fie 
mens  ftejhly  lufls  which  warreagainfl  their  fonles ; men  be- 
ing carried  alwayes  to  the  Play-houfv  by  the  finfull  ca^nall 
fuggcfions  of  the flefh ; or  by  the  foliicirations  oflewde 
companions;  but  never  by  the  Dilate,  the' guidance 
of  Gods  holy  Spirit  or  Word,  c by  which  all  Chrlflians 
mufl  be  wholy  guided , even  in  all  their  actions.  Eiglifly, 
becaufe  all  Chrrftians  ought  toturne  away  their  eyes  from 
c i&  beholdingvanity.  Pfal.  I ip.  3 7.  (a  text  d apply  ed  by  the 
* SeVhcrt^g,  fathers  unto  Stage -play es: ) and  what  greater,  what 

4s*  -Wh-  ^AA  € 

9 

® Sec  part  1. 

Ad  £t  i« 


6 

• See  Aft  6. 
Scene  11. 

7 

* See  Ad  6, 
Scene  $4,*. 


^ Pfal  1 1 9.9. 
Pfal.  7 3.14. 
Rom  8.1,14, 
if. Gal  5.16, 
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worfer  vanities  can  men  behold,  then  the  aching  of  la(- 
civiousEnterludes  ? Ninthly,  becaufe  Stage-playes  are 
c but  Pagan  Heathenifh  paftimes1  yea  the  ordinary  recrea- 
tions ofcDev ill-idols,  of  Idolatrous  voluptuous  Pagans, 
whole  pleafures  and  fports  no  ChrilKanS  ought  to  pra- 
<fhife.  Laftly,  becaufe  the  f Primitive  Chui'ch and  Saints 
*A&7,  Scene  of  God,  together  with  the  very  befl  ofChrifiidhs,  of  Pagans 
1. to  7.8c  Ad  , in  all  places,  all  ages , have  eonflantly  abandoned  the  be - 
6.  Scene  1 . to  holding  of  Stage-playes  themfelves and  condemned  it  in  0- 
thersyhe  very  worfi  of  Pagans  onely,or  men  unworthy  the 
name  of Chnfiians,  and  few  or  none  but  fuch  alone  affoord- 
ingthem  their  prefence,  as  the  foie-quoted  Authorities 
plentifully  evidence.  Aft  q.  Scene  1.2.  Aft  6.  Scene  3. 
4,5.  & zAft  7.  Scene  1.2,334,5,6,7.  Which  feverall 
reafons  with  all  the  reft  that  I have  formerly  produced 
quodDeustUr  againft  Stage-playes  in  the  firft  part  of  this  Play-con- 
damnat,nuf-  dcmning  Treatife^  will  bea  fufficient  convidion  of  the 
qi&m  & mm-  unlawfulntfte  of  beholding,  of  frequenting  Stage- 
quam  licet,  playes,  8 as  well  in  private  houfes,  as  inpublike  Theaters : 
quod  Temper  & which  fhould  cauie  all  Chriftians,  all  Play-haunters  to 
cet ^Tmuive  abandon Stage-playes,  as  all  the  fore-alleaged  Fathers, 
speftv  o 0/  Councels,  and  Authors  doe  advife  them ; and  that  efpe~ 

cially 


% Nufquam 
<mm  & nun 
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daily  upon  Lords-dayes  and  Holiday  e$,  on^whieh 
Stage-playes  and  dancing  are  efpecially  prohibited  by 
this  pious  Decree  of  Pope  * Eugeniw  5.  with  which  * luo  Camo- 
I fhali  cloze  up  this  Act.  He  muheres  f efi  is  diebus  vanis  tenfis.Decret, 
ludis  vacent.Sunt  quidem  Cr  maxime  multeres3qHif ?fttsdc  ^ 

facris  diebus,  atfy  fanftorum  nutalicijs,  quibw  debent  %>eo  ^ j ^ > 
vac  are , non  deleft  ant  ur  ad  ecdefiam  venire,  fed  balandoac  {i7t 
.verba  turpia  dec  ant  ando^ac  choreas  ducendo , fmilitudmem 
Paganoru  per  agendo  advemre procurant  .7 ales  enivz  ficum 
minor ib  ns  veniunt  adecdefam,  cum  major  thus  peccatts  re~ 
vertmtur.  In  tali  emm  fafto  debet  tmufqHif^  Sacerdos 
diligent  tffime  populum  admonere,utpro  fola  or  at  1 one  his  die- 
bus  ad  ecdefiam  recurrant,  quiaipfi  quit  alia  agunt,nonfo- 
lum  fe  perduntjfedetiam  altos  defer  ire  attendant.'*'  Die  an-  * N0ta.  ; 

tern  D ormnicamhil aliud agendum  eft,mf Deovacandum: 
nulla  operatio  in  die  ilia  honeflacompertatur,  niji  tantum 
hjmms  & pfalmts  , & canticis  fptrituahbus  dies  ilia 
tranf  >atur.  W hich  I would  wilh  ail  groffe  prophaners 
of  this  Packed  Day  now  ferioufly  to  confider. 


Actvs  4.  ScenaPrima. 


HAving  thus  run  over  thefe  three  Corollaries  of 
■theunlawfulncffe  of  penning,  acting  and  behold- 
ing Stage-playes ; 1 come  now  to  anfwerfuch  Objecti- 
ons as  may  bee  made  againil  them ; efpecially  againft 
the  unlawfulnefie  of  acting  & beholding  Stage-playes# 

The  arguments  (or  pretences  rather)  for  the  acting  of 
Stage-playes  (w  hich  I fhall  firft  reply  to)  are  thefe : 

Tir  A,  it  is  lawful!  to  read  a Play  ; therefore  to  pen,  Obieft*  r 
to  act,  or  lee  it  acted.  J t * 

To  this  I anf\ver  firfl ; that  the obfeenity,  ribaldry*  ^0/^,  1. 
aritorqiifnefre,hektheni^  of  moft 

May-bookes,  Arcadiaes,  and  famed  Hi.ftories  that  are 
Aaaaaa  2 now 
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now  fo  much  in  admiration,  is  fuch,  that  it  is  not  law- 
full  forany  (elpecially  for  Children,  Youthes,  or  thofc 
ofthe  female  lex,  who  take  moft  plealiire  in  them)  fo 
much  as  once  to  read  them,  for  feare  they  rhould  in- 
flame their  lufts,  and  draw  them  on  to  aftuall  lewd- 
neffc,  and  prophanefie.  Hence  h Origen , 1 Hierom  and 
Hieronl-  k ethers  informe  us,  that  in  ancient* times  Children  and 
mi  opera.Tom,  ^ out  he  s among  the  Jewe*  were  not  permitted  to  read  the 
fl.pag.i  ii.  and  Booke  of  Canticles  before  they  came  to  the  age  of  $0.yeeres, 
in  his  owne  for  feare  they  jhould  draw  thofe  Jpiritualllove  pajfages  to  a 
W-,TQn,  carnaUfence,  and  make  them  infir  aments  to  inflame  their 
i Pr osmium  Vpon  which  ground  1 Origen  advifeth  ail  carnall 

in  Ezechiel.  perfons*  and  thole  who  are  prone  to  lull,  to  forbeare/ta 
Tom^.p.jjo.  reading  of 'this  heavenly  Song  of  Songs.  Si  enim  aliquis  ac- 
cejj'erit , qui fecundum  carnem  tantnmmodo  vir  efl , huic  tali 
In^r 6 inCan  n°n  Parum  ex  ^ac  Scrip  tier  a difcriminis  pericnlifa  nafeetnr. 
ricun^Candc,  eAUtdire  enimpurc  & caflis  anribm  amor  is  nomina  nefei- 
Tom4i  .p.  1 1 y , etts,  ab  interiori  hominead  exteriorem  & carnalem  virum , 
Philonis  Car-  omnem  deflettat  aHditum,&  d Jpiritn  convert etur  ad  car - 
f athiorum  E-  nem  : nutnet<f  in  femetipfo  concHptfcentias  carnalesx&  oc - 
nca°CTant  In*  caPorte  dtvina  Scripture  commoveri,  & incitari  videbitnr 
terpr.Bibl  Pa-  adltbidtnem  carnis.  Ob  hoc  ergo  moneo  & conftlittm  do, 
trum.Tom.4.  omnt  quinondum  carnis  & fanguinis  moleflijs  caret , ne £ 
p.5  59.E.  Pro-  ab  ajfcttu  natnra  materials  abfeedit,  ut  d left  tone  lib  e lit 
%r  Aquit^l <%.hujus,  eorumtf  quaineo  dicentur^penitus  temperet . Atunt 
C J?,n”  tnim  obfervari  etid  apud  Hebraos.quod  nift quis  ad atatem 
pbttu  Fcgiui,  perfect  am  matter am^pervener  it,  ItbeUum  httnc  ne  qtudetn 
De  Pcrfevc-  inmanibus  tenere permittatur,  If  Children,  yong  men, 
rantia  Religio-  and  carnall  perfons  then  upon  this  ground,  $te  thus  ad- 
nis.lib.;.Bibl  vifedto  refrainethe  reading  of  this  facred  caoonicall 
1 cpal  z °G  ^°°^e  of  Spiritual!  love  exprelflons  bet  weeneCh  rift 
See  EKabanm  * an<^  his  beloved  Church : m Ne  fab  recordatione  fantta- 
Maurus3Lyra , rurnfaminarttm^c.  qua  ibi  nominantur3noxiA  titulatio - 
Toftatue,tiugo  nis ftimnliu  excitaretur,&c.How  much  more  then  ought 
Ctrdinalis,  Ofi- 

under , and  others,  who  have  written  upon  the  Canticles,  accordingly,  ' Homifi. 
in  Cant.Cantic.  See  Philo  Carpath.  tpifeo.  in  Cant.Cantic.  accordingly.  ® 
pbw  VtmS)  De  Perfeverant,Rclig,lib.  J.pag,^. 
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they  to  forbeare  the  reading  of  lafcivious  amorous 

fcurrilous  Play-bookes,Hiitorie5,and  Arcadiaes ; there 

being  no  women,  no  youthes  fo  exa&ly  chafte,  which 

may  not  eafily  be  corrupted  by  them, and  even  inflamed 

unto  fury  with  flrangeand  monftrous  lufts; n fince  there  " Ncque  vcro 

is  no  fironger  engine  to  ajfault  and  vanquijh  the  chafiitjy  0fm2c^n^  quas 

any  Matron,  Girleor  IVtddow,  of  any  male  or  female  what-  °PP?2” 

r J 1 i r tm  j ^ -n  j tt  n nanaum^curn 

Joever,thenthefe  amorous  Play-poets  Poems  and  Hifto - matron  arum 
ries,  as  Agrippa  in  his  difcourfe  ofBawdery , hath  truely  pudicitia,cum 
informed  us.  At^tamen  (writes  hee)  qua  in  hts  libris  virginum  ac 
plnrimum  cdotta paella  efi,qu<e%horum Jest jacere  dttteria, ritiuarum  ca&' 
& ex  hornm  difciplina  cam  prods  in  malt  as  horasfacunde  ^^uam  Udio 
confabulari,h<zc  demnm  eft  probe  anlica , Hence  Clemens  lafcivx  hiftc-° 
lP\omanus  Conflit , Apofiol  lib.i.cap.S.  & Carolus  Bovins  rise  & Poefis: 
in  his  Scholia  upon  the  fame  place./^fM  25.  N'a&ianz.en  nufla  cam  bo- 
de  %etta Edncatiene ad  Selncnm.pag.  1 o 62,  Bajil,de Le - nx  :nd°iis 
gendis  libris  Gentilinm  O ratio,  Tertnllian  De  Ido lo l atria,  J* 

lib. cap. ib.to  20.  aimbroje  tn  Evangeltnm  Luca,  lib,  i.rumpatur,  mi- 
verf  1 . Hierom.Epifl, 2 2.  cap  \%,&  Fpfi.iq.6,  to  Dama-  rumqj  putarem 
fns.  Laid  ant  ins  de  Falfa  Religion e.  cap . 1 2. 1 y . Angnfiine^^1  qua  reperi- 
De  (ftvit.  Dei, lib, 2.  cap,  \ ,8.  & Coufeffionnm.  lib.  1 . cap,  atur>  aiJt  Vlr§°.> 
I y.1 6.  IJiodor  Htfpalenfts  De  Summo  bone. lib .3.  cap.13.  capita” 

Projper  Aqnittanicus,De  Vita  Contemplativa.  c,6.  Theo - tis  five  pudici- 
doret  in  Cant.  Cantic . Tom,  1 . pag  2 1 y . Iftodor  Pelufiota.  tiscjcjuse  ejuf* 
Spfi.lib. I.  Spifl.61.6 3.  Gregory  the firfl . Epfi.l.y.Epfi,  moJi  ledioni- 
48.  Jno  Carnotenps.Decret.pars 4.  cap.  16040  1 6<y,Cjra-  ^ls  ^ 
tian  Diftin&io.  8 6,  T he  4.  Conncell  of  Carthage . Can.  16. 5in?noft  far 
The  Conncell  of  Colen  under  ^Adolphus,  Anno  1 y 49.  Sy-  ad  furorem  ^ 
nodus  M e Mini enfe s apnd  Joanne m Langhecrucium,  De  ufqj  accen  ja- 
V it  a & Hone fi  ate  Ecclejiafi  lib%2 . cap,  22.  pag,  3 2 1 . De tllr- Dc  F’anit, 
Jnfiitntione  ijnventntis , Can.  3.  The  Conncell  of  Triers.  Scl*nt'ca?  6 
zAnno  iy40.  (fap.De  Scholis,  Snrius.Tom .4.  Concil. 
pag.S ^S.Spo,  0 The  Synod  of  Towres,  Anno  1585.  The°Apud  Bo- 
Conncell  ofBurdeanx . 1 y 8 2 . The  Synod  of Rothomagium.  chellum  De- 
ftAn.l  58  i.Francifcns  Zephyrns  in  hi#  Epifile  to  Simon  crmEcc*ef* 
and  Nicholas  prefixed  to  Tertnllians  Apologie.  Georgius 
FabrititiS , his  Epifile  to  the  Duke  of  Saxony.  Agrippa  De 
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Va nitate  Scientiarum.  lib,  cap.  64.  & 71.  Lodoyicus 

Fives,  Ve  Tradendts  Vifcrphnts . lib.  3.  pdg.  288.  289. 

Sptfcopus  Chemnenf s,Onus  Ecclefa.  cap.  1%.  fell. §.9,10, 
* Sunt  cnim  1 1 . Gfonus  T).e  *'  fffiitJib.A.pag.  1 20.1 2 1 Ma- 

quide  poetic  p c-pheui  F gtus  Ve  £d$cJtoiq#e  Liber  or #m.  lib. 2. cap.  18.///. 

nJmoSefel  £ cat'  U1‘  *><  5 • 

mmau  laftivis  Patrum-  Tom' 1 5 • 929*930.  V.  Humphries  of  true 

& impuris  car-  Nobility  .Booke  2.  D.Kawolds  Overthrow  of  Stage-play es. 
minii?  animos  pag. 1 2 2.1 2 3.  Thoma \ Beacon,  BB.B  abingt  on, BB. Hooper, 
a pad  ore  & in-  Joannis  Nyder,  M .p  er\ftns,V.od,£lton,  Lake,  DownehapSy 
diLm^iena-' ’ and  all  other  Expofitors  on  the  7.  Commaa- 

via  turpi  ter  a-  dement, together  with  mod  Commentators  onEphef.5.2 , 
vocantesj  qui  ^4.  have  expreily  condemned  and prohibited  Chrifiians 
quide  quo  dul-  to  pen,  to  print,  to  fell, to  read, or  S choole -wafers  apd  others 
ciores  flint,  eo  t0  teach  any  amorous  wanton  P lay -booties , Hijfqriesy'or 
nnquiSyreRcs  heathen  ^Authors,  efiecially  Ovids  wanton  Epifllesand 
qu^daomnib  Looses  of  love ; Catullus,  Tibullus,  Propertius,  Martiall 
qui  aures  illis  the  Comedies  of  Tlautus,  Terence,  and  other  fuch  amorous 
prxbenopernij  Bootes  favoring  either  of  Pagan  Gods,  of  ethnicke  rites 
aemSc  interim  an<p  ceremonies  ,or  offcurrility,amoroufneJfe  & prophaneffe $ 
«bt«enim*tu”  as  t^etr  a^ea^e^  places  will  mofl  amply  tefiifieto  fuchwho 
pjbus  ille  capi-  Jhallperufe  them  at  their  leifure  : the  realonof  which  is 
talior  eft  qui  thus  exprefied  by  If  odor  Hifpalenfs,  Juo  (farnotenfs , 
iriajus  ingeniu  eJr  (fratian,  Ideo  prohibqtur  Chrsllianis  legere  figmenta 
adlubetj  quod  poet  arum,  cjuiaper  obleUamenta  fabularum  mentem  nimis 
perfpicitur*:-  excitent  ad  in'centiva  libidmum.  Non  enim  thuta  folum 
concinnuenim  offerendo  damonibus  immolatur,fedetiameomm  dittali- 
& eligans  car-  bent ius  capiendo.  The  penning  and  reading  of  all  amo- 
mcnUbenter  rous  Bpoias  was  fp  execrable  in  the  Primitive  times, 
egim9  & edif-  f}ow  ever  t}1GV  2re  much  admired  noyv,  that  v Heliodo- 
igitur  lafcivf1'6  rus  Pt(h°p  of  frtca  was  deprived  of  his  Bifhopyicke  by  a 
carminis  vene-  Provwciall Synod,  for  thofe  wanton  amorous  Bookes  he  had 
nu  in  animos 

influitj&  eligantiae  fuavxtate  conditum,  prius-  interitiim  digmtan  adjert,  quam  ali- 
quod  remedium  adhiberi  poifitj&c.  Omnes  igitur  Poetse  qui  noft  honeftaterri,  fed 
curpitudinem  mollibus  & tafeivis  carminibusexprimum5rion  ab  auli  taritum  regia* 
fed  a totius  patriae  finibus  exterminandi  &eijciendifunr;&cT&di70.  P Nicephorus 
Calliftus.Ecclefiaft,Hift.Iib,i2,cap,54.Col.7  $7. 
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written  in  his  y outh,hiS bo okes  being  likewife  awarded  to  the 
fire  to  be  burnt  (though  they  are  yet  applauded  aud  read 
by  many  amorous' perfons)  quia  leUione  eorum  juvenes 
multi  in periculuconijceremur : becaule  divers  yongmen 
by  reading  of  them  might  bee  corrupted  and  entifed 
unto  lewdnefie;  anfwerable  to  which  memorable  pious 
aft  are  thefe  Conftitutions  of  the  Councell  ofBurdeaux. 

-An.  1582.  and  of  the  Synod  of  Towres.  Anno  1583  .well 
■ worth  bur  obfervatioh.  ^fijuia  multi  d Vera  fide  aber-  q Bochelius 
r ante?  contra  profeffionem,  etiam  corfu It 0 gravius  peccant ?e5r.et*  Ec£iei* 
&c.  Prohibet  hac  Synodus , ne  libr't  magic*  artis , vet  ad  ^ ^ l*  *t# 
* lafeiviam  & tuxum  provocantes  imprimantur,vendantur , * Nota,  * 
legantwr,  aut  retine  ant  nr  omnino ; jubet^ftcut  repertifue- 
rmt  comburantur, fab'  ejufdem  Anathematis  pana  quam 
ipfofaBo  incurrwt , qui  minime  paruerint . Moneantur  e- 
ttam  fdtpiffime  ft  deles  Chriftiani  dfuis  Parochis  & confejfa - 
rijs  utfugiant , tan  quam  virus  wort  if er urn,  leBtonem  libro- 
rum  quoYumcumfo  qui  vel ad  artes  magicas pertinent ,vel 
obfc*nas&  imp  i as  naYr  at  tones  continent : eof^utolim  tem- 
pore * lApoftolorum  fattum  legimus , comburant . Yea , * J9-  *?• 

x Ignatius  Loyola , the  Father  of  the  Iefuits,  waSvMa?*us  m 
fo  precifc  in  this  particular;  That  hee  forbade  { 1^4 Jp Sg. 
the  reading  of  Terence  in  Schooles  to  Children  and  452,, 
ToutheSibefore  his  obfeenities  were  expunged,  left  he  ftoould 
more  corrupt  their  manners  by  his  want onnejfe,  then  by  his 
Latinehelpetheirwits . And  *x£neas  Sylvius,  afterwards 
Pope  Pius  the  fecond,  in  his  f TraSbatc,  Tie  Liberorum:  Opera  Bafi- 
Educatione, Dedicated  to  Ladijlaus  King  of  Hungary  and^A  5 f 1 < paS* 
Bohemia ; difeourfing  what  Authors  and  Poets  are  to  9 4* 
be  red  to  Children;refolves  it  thus.  Ovidius  ubi % triftis , 
ubif  dulcis  eft , in  .pier  if  eft  amen  locts  nimium  lafeivus. 

Horatius  jive  futt  mult  a eloquentia,&c . funt  tamen  in  eo 
quadam  qua  tibi  nee  legere  voluerim  nec  interpr atari. 

Martialis  perniciofus,quamvisfloridus&  ornatusyta  ta- 
men fpinis  denfus  eft,  ut  legi  rofas  abffpunUione  non  ftnat . 

8 legiam  qui  feri  bunt  omnes  puero  negart  debent j nimium 
enim  funt  molles  Tibullus , Propertius , Catullus , & qua 
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tranjlata  eft  apnd  nos , Sapbo , wo  namef  non  amatoria  fcri- 
bunt,  defertofq,  conqnernntnr  amoves.  Amoveantnr  igitwr , 
&c.  Animadvertere  etiam  preceptor  cm  oportet  dnm  tibi 
tornados  trag<edof%  legit  jie  quid  vitq  perfnadere  vtdeatur • 
And  in  his  3 jp.  Hpittle  pag.  869.870,  Where  hee  re- 
pents him  (erioufly  of  that amorous  Treatife  which  he 
had  penned  in  his  youth,  he  writes  thus  to  our  prefenc 
purpofe.  iTratlatumde  amort  olim  fenfu  pariterfc  at  ate 
jnvenes  cum  nos  fcripfijfe  reco limns,  pamtentia  tmmodtea 
pndor%ac  mar  or  antmum  noftrum  v eh  c men  ter  excrnciant: 
qnippe  qui  [damns  quifc  proteftatt  exprejfe  fn.mus,  dno 
conttnert  in  eo  Itbello,  apertam  videlicet,  fed  hen  lafcivtam 
nimis  prurientemc^amorishiftoriam , & morale  quod  cam 
confequitnr,  edt  (leans  dogma,  Quorum  pnmnmfatnos  atfy 

* Nota  err  antes  video fettart  * qnam  plnrimos , Alternm  hen  dolor , 

pene  nnllos . Ita  impravatnm  eft  at  (fa  obfnfcatum  infalix 
mortalinm  genus . T)e  amove  i git  nr  qua  feripftmus  olim 
jnvenes , contemnite  b mor tales  at%  refpnite ; fequimini 
qua,  nunc  dicimns,  & fenimagis  qnam  nvem  credite.  Nec 
privatum  hominem  plures  facite  qnam  Pontiftcem:  *Ad- 
neam  reijdte,  Pinm  fufeiptte,  &c . A paflage  which 
plainely  informes  us,  that  amorous  Playes  and  Poems 
though  intermixed  with  grave  Sentences  and  Morals, 
are  dangerous  to  be  read  or  penned, becaufe  more  will 
be  corrupted  by  their  amoroufheffe,  then  intruded  or 
edified  by  their  Morals,  as  daily  experience  too  well 
proves.  If  thefe  authorities  of  Chriftians  will  not  fuf- 
ficiently  convince  11s  of  the  danger,  tve  unlawfurneffb 
of  reading  amorous  Bookes  and  Playes,  the  moll  ardu- 
ous ftudies  of  this  our  idle  wanton  age  ; confider  then 

* ^ that  ' Plato , a Heathen  Philoftpher,  b unified  all  Play- 

^ See  here  vi*  Poets>  an ^ their  Poems  out  of  his  Commonwealth  ; that 
4?  5 .456/457,  n the  Lacedemonians,  Maffilierfes,  and  at  laft  the  Athe - 

* See  here, pag,  titans  to,  prohibited  and  fipprejfed  all  Playes  and  Play - 
448.449,45°.  pocms,notfuffringthcmto  bee  read  or  aided:  * that  Ari- 

llotle, Plutarch, and  Quintilian  exprejly  condemnedtherea- 
ding  of  wanton,  amorous, fabulous, obfeene  lafcivious  Poems 

and 
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and  Writers, that  Y Auguftus  banijhed  Ovid  for  hisobfcene , 7 Ovid  Triftiu, 
and  pander ly  Bootes  of  love  ; and  that  zOvid  Jeimfelfe  *’*y-^Q^pS 
dijfwaded  men  very  fe^ioufly  fomreadmghis  owne  or  other  i^.e  Sabelhcus* 
mens  wanton  Bootes  and  Poems  ,0*  being  apt  to  inflame  mens  Zonaras,  Op- 
lofts,  and  to  draw  them  on  to  whoredome , adultery,  effemi-  meerus  Chro- 
nacy,  fcurriltty,  and  all  ktnde  of  be  aft  ly  lewdnejfe . And  mconChroniq. 
can  Chriftians  then  approve  or  juftifie  the  delightful!  £ 
reading  and  revolving  (that  I fay  not  the  penning,  flu-  accordingly, 
dying,  * printing  and  venting)  of  fuch  lewde  amorous  * See  herc,pag. 
Bookes  and  Playes,  which  thefc  very  Heathen  Authors  4fi-4*3j454- 
have  condemned,  and  fo  prove  farre  worfe  then  Pa-  * 0v!cts  Art  of 
gans  ? I (hall  therefore  cloze  up  this  firft  Reply  to  this  Pro-^* 
Obje&ion  with  the  words  oHearned  reverend  George  blems  are  tran- 
jilleyfBifrop  ofSxeterfm  the  fecond  yeere  of  Queene  flated  into  En- 
EUz*abeths  Raigne,)  againft  the  reading,  writing,and  glilh,  &anew 
Printing  of  wanton  Bookes  and  Playes.  a It  is  to  be  Jj^preflion  of 
lamented , that  not  one  ly  in  the  time  of  the  idolatrous  and 
Juperftitious  Church , but  even  in  this  time  alfo  lafeivious  yeci  c%  ^ 
impure,  wanton  Bookes, pearce  into  many  mens  houfes  and  * In  his  Poore 
hands.  zAlas  what  doth  fuch  kjnde  of  Bootes  worke  and  mans  Library, 
bring  with  them  ? For  foot  h nothing  elfe  but  fire , even  the  London  157/, 
burning  flames  of  an  unchafte  mtnde,the  brands  ofpleafure,  & 

the  coles  of  filthinejfe ; the  fire  I fay,  that  doth  confume , ll3>  Majefh- 
devoure9  and  rooteout  all  the  nourijhments  of  vertue , the  ds.part  j.  Mif- 
firel  fay,  which  is  a pro  erne  and  entrance  into  the  eternalizing.  6. 
fire  of  Hell.  What  isfo  expedient  unto  a Common-wealth  Pradeftiofe- 
as  not  to  fuffer  witches  to  live?  for  fo  the  Lord  comman- g*  01,464 
ded  by  his  fervant  * Mofes.  (I pray  you ) be  not  they  * Exod.ii.i8* 

worfe  then  an  hundred  Witches , which  take  mens  fenfes 
flam  them  ? not  with  magicall  delufons,  but  with  the  en- 
chantments of  dame  Venus,  and  as  it  were  to  give  them 
Circes  cup  to  drinke  of,  and  fo  of  men  to  make  them  beafts. 

What  punijhment  deferve  they  as  either'  make  or  print  fuch  *1  would  our 
tmfavory  Bookes ; truely  I would  wifh  them  the  fame  re ~ Pjay-poets  and 
ward  wherewith  b Alexander  Severus  recompenced  his 

der  this.  b iElij  Lampridij,  Alexander  Severus.  pig.  2.30.  See  Butropius  and 
Crimflon  in  his  life. 
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very  familiar  Vetronius  Turinus,  uc  fumo  videlicet  pe- 
rcaiit  q*i  Fumum  vendunt  yhat  they  perijh  with  fmokewh* 
fell  fmoke.  And  what  other  things  doe  thefe  fet  forth  to 
fale,  but  fmoke,  ready  to  breake  out  into  fame  ? For , that 
certaine  pe  fons  bequeath  themfe/ves  wholy  to  the  reading  of 
fuch  lafcivious  and  wanton  Bootes,  who  knoweth  not , that 
thereof  commeth  the  fi>  ft  preparative  of  the  minde,  that 
when  any  one  jparkeoffire  (be  it  never  fo  little)  falls  into 
the  tinder  of  Lady  V tnus,  fuddenly  it  is  fet  on  fire  as  towe 
or  fax  e . Many  doe  read  the  verfes  which  Lycoris  the 
Strumpet , the  Paramour  tffGallus  the  Poet  did  read , and 
the  verfes  which  Corvnna  mentioned  in  Ovid,  and  which 
Objellion.  Nesera  did  read.  It  will  perchance  be  replyed,  that  they  doe 
read  them,either  for  the  increafe  of  knowledge,  or  to  drive 
Anfwer.  away  idleneffe.  I anfwer , If  any  doe  falute  Venus,  but  a 
limine,  as  they  fay , that  is,  a farre  off,  as  it  were  in  the  cn- 
trie,  what  kindling  and  flames,  I pray  you,  will  enfue  there- 
* Note  this  of  when  the  coles  bee  once  ftirredl  * It  is  to  be  feared 
well.  that  no  fmall  number  of  them  who  profejfe  Chriftiantty , be 

in  this  reft  ell  a great  deale  worfe  then  the  Heathen.  The 
« gee  here,}pag,  people  called  c Mafliiienfes,  before  they  knew  Chrift,yea,or 
45  S 4J^«  ° heard  whether  there  were  a Chi  ift,  but  were  very  Pagans , 

and facrificers  to  Idols,  yet  were  knowne  to  all  the  world  to 
be  of  fuch  pure  and  uncorrupt  manners,  that  the  manners 
of  the  Malfiiienfes  ( as  Piautus  teftifieth  ) are  commonly 
counted  the  be  ft  andmoft  approoved  manners  of  aH  others  * 
Thefe  among  many  other  good  orders  of  their  well  nurtu- 
red City  made  a fever e law,  that  there  fhould  be  no  Comedy 
flayed  within  their  City,  for  the  argument  for  the  mo  ft  pan 
of  fuch  P layes,  did  containethe  alls  ofdijfolute  and  wan - 
ton  love.  They  had  alfo  within  their  City  (about  6\$\ 
yeercs  before  the  birth  of  Chrift ) a Sword  of  execution 
wherewith  the  guilty  and  offenders Jhould  be  flaine ; but  the 
uprightnejfe  of  their  living  was  fuch,  that  the  Sword  not 
being  ufed  was  eaten  with  ruft,  and  nothing  meet  to  ferve 
that  turne  : And  alas  are  not  almo-ft  all  places  in  thefe 
dayes  replenift>ed  with  Juglers „ Scoffers,  Jefters,  Players , 

which 
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: which  may  fay  and  doe  what  they  lieft  he  it  never  fo  flejbly 

and  filthy  ? and  yet  fujfred  with  laughing  and  clapping  of 

hands  l * Hiero  Syracufanus,  did  punijb  Epicharmus  the  d Plutarchi  A- 

Poet,becaufe  he  rehearfed  certaine  wanton  verfes  in  thepre - pothegtnata. 

fence  of  his  wife,  for  hee  would  that  in  his  houfenot  onely 

other  parts  of  the  body  fhould  he  chafte , hut  the  eares  alfo,  ^ * 

which  he  unto  other  members  of  the  body  infieadof  a tun- 

nell , to  he  kept,  fartas  te<5las,  that  undefended  and  covered , 

as  the  proverbe  faith,  and  to  he/hut  from  ail  uncomely  and 

ribaldry  talke . F'nto  which  f aid  of  Hiero  ^he  worthy  fen ~ 

fence  of  c Pericles  is  much  confonant  and  agreeable . So-  •IoanSaresbe- 

phocles,  who  was  joynt fellow  wtth  Pericles  in  the  Fret  or-  dc  Nu- 

fhip,  beholding  and  greatly  prayfing  the  well  favored  beau - ^iagIum* 

ty  of  a certaine  Boy  paffing  by  him,  was  rebuked  of  Pericles  1 

his  companion  after  this  fort  •*  Not  onely  the  hands  of  him 

that  is  a Bret  or  ought  to  refraine  from  lucre  of  money , but 

alfo  the  eyes  to  bee  continent  from  wanton  lookes . The 

{ Athenians  provided  very  well  for  the  integrity  of  their  f Plutarcfius, 

Juiges,  that  it  fioould  not  be  lawfull  for  any  of  the  Areo-  De  Gloria  A- 

pagites  to  write  any  Comedy  or  Play : and  Epicharmus  jhcnienfium* 

fujfred  punijhment  at  the  hands  of  Hiero  for  the  rehear-  b • Volatera- 

Jail  of  certatne  unchafte  verfes.  But  I freaks  ft  wthfor- 

row  of  heart ; to  our  vicious  Ballad-makers,  and  indittors  See  here^pag  * 

of  lewde  Songs  and  Playes,  no  revengment,  but  rewards  are  4 ? 

largely  pay d and  given:  cGerardas  a very  ancient  man * See Plutarch* 

of  Lacedemonia,  being  demanded  of  his  Ho  fie > what  paine  oth°eTraatr*& 

adulterers  fujfred  at  Sparta/  made  this  anfwer:  O mine  Laconical  n- 

Hofie,  there  is  no  adulterer  among  u$  neither  can  there  be:  fticut.  accor- 

(prey  marke  the  reafon  :)  For  this  was  the  manner  a-  Singly* 

mong  them,  that  they  were  never  prefent  at  any  Comedy, 

not  any  other  Playes,  fearing  left  they  Jbould  heare  and  fee 

thofe  things  which  were  repugnant  to  their  lawes . But 

to  revert  to  ourpurpofe:  Wanton  Bookes,  can  bee  no  other 

thing  but  the  fruits  of wanton  men , who  although  they  write  ^ 

any  one  good  fentence  in  their  Workes, yet  for  theunworthi-  lie^rrvici 

nejfe  ofthe  perfon  the  fentence  is  revetted.  The  h Senate  Lie onica,  par*. 

o/Lacedemonia  would  have  refufed  a very  worthy  and  apt  496. 
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J tying  of  one  Demofthenes,  for  the  unwort hinejfe  of  the 
<tA nth  or,  tf  certain  e men  of  authority  called  among  them 
Ephori,  had  not  come  betweene,  and  caufed  another  of  the 
Senators  to  have  pronounced  the  fentence  againe , as  his 
owne  fay  mg.  Plutarch  writeth  , that  there  was  a law  a - 
mongthe  Grecians,  that  even  the  good  Bookes  of  ill  men 
fhould  be  deftrojedy  that  the  memory  of  the  Authors  alfo , 
fhould  thereby  utterly  be  blotted  out  and  cleane  put  away, 

* Let  all  Play-  * Gerfon ; fometimes  Chancellor  of  Paris,  fteaking  of  a 

poetspnd  Au-  certaine  Booke  made  by  Ioannes  Meldinenfis,  the  title 
Cp  °rSte  yCa  A thereof  is  the  Romant  of  the  Rofe,  writeth  of  that  Booke 
ventersofhfci- twu  things.  Firfi,  he faith,  if  I had  the  Romant  of  the 
vious  amorous  Rofe,  and  that  there  were  but  one  of  them  to  bee  had, 
Bookes  conl'i-  and  might  have  for  it  500.  Crownes,  I would  rather  bur  ne 
der  this.  it  then  fell  it.  Againe,  faith  he,  if  I did  underfiand  that 

Ioannes  Meldinenfis  did  not  repent  with  true  forrow  of 

* Peccant  enim  for  the  * making  and  fetting  forth  of  this  Booke,  I 

omnes  artifices  would  fray  no  more  for  him,  then  I would  for  Iudas  If- 
qui  talia  qux  cariot,  ofwhofe  damnation  I am  mofl  certaine . <tA nd  they 
ad  lafciviam  alfo  which  reading  this  Booke , doe  apply  it  unto  wicked  and 
pertinent  com-  wanton  manners,  are  the  Authors  of  his  great  paine  and 

lUg  Ioannes  Radius  find  of  the  Booke  and 
ma  rheologic . tables  of  one  Operius  Danus,  that  hee  was  a moft  damned 
pMsz.ghtajl.  man,unleffe  he  repented  and  acknowledged  his  fault,  for 
1 2 the  fetting  forth  of  that  Booke.  I would  God  they  heard 

thefe  things  whom  it  delight eth to  write  or  read  fuch fhame - 
lejfe  and  lafeivious  workes . Let  them  remember  the  faying 
J Gal  6 8 of  Saint  Paul;  1 is A man  fhall  reape  that  which  hee  hath 

kOrarioVnco .fowe”'  k Chryfoftome,  a great  enhaunfer  of  Pauls  pray- 
miaftica  in  Pe-  fes,  writeth ; that fo  long  jhallthe  rewards  of  Paul  rife  more 
trum  & Pan-  and  more,  how  long  there  fhall  remaine  fuch , which  fhall 
Itim . either  by  his  life  or  dottrine  be  brought  unto  the  L ord  G od . 

The  fame  may  we  fay  of  all fuch, who  while  they  lived  have 
f owne  ill  feed,  either  by  doing,  fay  ing,  writing,  or  reading, 
thap  unleffe  they  repented,  the  more  perfons  that  are  made 
ill  by  them,the  more  fharpe  and  greater  growth  their  paine, 
as  Saint  Auguftine  wrote  of  Arnu%.  God  fave  every  Chri- 
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fit  art  heart,  from  either  the  delighting  or  reading  of  fitch 
miferable  monuments.  Thus  concludes  this  reverend  Bi- 
/hop,  and  fo  fhall  I this  firft  reply.  Secondly,  admit  it  2 
be  lawfull  toreadPlayes  or  Comedies  now  and  then 
for  recreation  fake,  yet  the  frequent  conftant  reading 
of  Play-bookes,  ofother  prophanelafcivious  amorous 
Poems,  Hillories,  and  difcourfes,  (which  many  now 
make  their  daily  fludy;)to  read  more  Play es  then  Ser- 
mons, then  Bookes  of  piety  and  devotion,  then  Bookes 
or  Chapters  of  the  Bible,  then  Authors  that  fhould  en- 
able men  in  their  callings,  or  fit  them  for  the 'publike 
good, mull:  needs  be  finmll,  as  all  the  forequoted  autho- 
rities witnefle,  becaufe  it  avocates  mens  mindes  from 
better  and  more  facred  ftudies,  on  which  they  fhould 
fpend  their  time,  and  fraughts  them  onely  with  empty  1 ’ * ; 
words  and  vanities,which  1 corrupt  them  for  the  prefent,  prai  \ f9^7. 
andbinde  them  over  to  damnation  for  the  future.  The  C0I.2.  s,io# 
Scripture  we  know  commands  men,  m not  to  delight  in  ti,n.  i Tim, 
vanity,  in  dd  wives  tales,  in  fabulou^poeticall  difcourfes,  5.  sTnn. 
or  other  empty  fiudies  which  tend  not  to  our  fpir  it  Hall  good  : 2,1  ^ 1 3 • 
n Not  to  lay  out  our  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  l $ y «i 

our  labour  for  that  which  fattsfieth  not : ° but  to  redeemeo  Bphef.ViC 
the  time,  becaufe  the  day  es  are  evill.  Yea,  it  commands  Col,  4.$. 
men  to P befuitfulland abundant inall good  worses',  <lte  p Col.  1. 10. 
be  holy  in  all  manner  ofconverfation ; ltobe  alwayes  doing  Iam-3-x7- u 
and  receiving  good,  and  finijhing  that  worke  which  God\*j  X‘I4> 
hath  given  them  to  doe,  growing  every  day  more  and  more  15,16. 
in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  God  and  (fhrifi , { laying*  iCoi\i?*$8» 
up  a good  foundation  againfi  the  time  to  come,  c and  per-I°h>i<i  2-to8* 
felling  ho lineffe  in  the  feare  of  God,  u giving  all  diligence  1 pim‘4<,7g 
to  makj  their  calling  and  eleEUon  fure  : K doing  all  they  doe  1 1 jj^*  \ \ ^ 
to  the  praife  and  glory  ofCjod.  Now  the  ordinary  reading  t z Cor.  7.  i« 
of  Comedies, Tragedies,  Arcadiaes, Amorous  Hiftories, » 2 Pet. mo. 
Poets,and  other  prophane  Difcourfes,  is  altogether  in- x 1 Cor.io.jo, 
confident  with  all  and  every  of  thefe  facred  Precepts,  *I#  , , 

therefore  it  cannot  bee  lawful!.  Befides  the  Scripture 
commands  men  even  y wholy  to  abandon  all  idle  rvords^l'^  '^  ' 
Bbbhbb  3 * all 
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all  vaine  unprofitable  dtfcourfefy  thoughts  and  all  torts*  If 
then  it  gives  us  no  liberty  fio  much  as  to  thinkc  a vaine 
thought , or  to  utter  an  idle  n>ordy  certainely  it  aloes  us  no 
vacant  time  fo r the  reading  of  fuch  vaine  wanton 

* EpheC  4,%9,  Piayes  or  Bookes.  Againe,  God  enjoy nes  us,  z that  our 
Iude^o  * IPee°h  fi^ould  be  alwayes  profitable  and gracious  feafoned 

with  fait  ythat  fio  it  may  admimfler  grace  to  the  hearers , 
andbuildthem  up  in  their  mofi  holy  faith ; Therefore  our 
writings,our  ftudies,  our  reading  muft  not  be  unedify- 
ing, amorous  and  prophane,  which  ought  to  be  as  holy 
as  ferious,  and  profitable  as  our  difcourles.  Moreover, 
it  is  the  exprefle  precept  of  the  Apoftle  cPanl,  (whom 
many  prophane  ones  will  here  taxe  of  Puri  ta  nil  me) 
Eph.q.2g.& c.f,  3,4.  But  fornication  and  all  uncleaneffie,or 
covetoufitejfie,  let  it  not  be  once  named  amongyou  as  becom - 
meth  Saints : neither filthinejfiey  norfoolifih  talking  nor  je- 
flingy  which  are  not  convenient 3&c. Let  no  corrupt  communi- 
cation proceedout  of  your  mouthes  but  that  which  is  good  to 

* So  the  Mar.  * edifie  profitably,  that  it  may  minifier  grace  to  the  hearers , 

gent  o£  our  &c . And  may  wce^ hen  read  or  write  thefefinnes  and 
New  tranfia-  vices  which  wc  ought  not  to  name  ? cr  ftudy  or  per- 
son rtnders  it,  ^ wanton  Piayes  and  Pamplets,  which  can  admi- 

nifter  nought  but  gracelefneffe , luft , prophanefte  to 

* I®hn j4.c.  the  Readers?  La(Uy,wee  are  commandedto  * fearch 

7*5  »•  A&s  17.  the  Scriptures  daily  : to  meditate  in  the  Law  of  (jod  day 
-0eut^  night,  and  to  read  therein  all  the  dayes  of  our  lives, 
19.  Col^j1 1 6 t^at  we  may  leame  t0  fearc  the  Lord , and  to  keeps  and  doe 
Pfal.  1.2/  4 all  the  worker  and  Statutes  of  his  Law ; which  was  b King 

Gmt.  $.1,  Davids  finely  all  the  day  long , yea,  in  the  night  feafion  to  ; 

Vt^'c19'97'  becaufe  no  time  ihould  bee  left  for  any  vaine  ftu. 
Pfal  1 7‘  ^es  or  difeourfes;  we  are  further  enjoyned, e to  have 
e Deut!  9C  Y\ot^e  °fG°d  alwayes  in  our  hearts  • to  teach  it  dili- 
10.  Kcmb t0  0Hr  children,  and  to  talke  of  it  when  we  are  fit - 

* ting  in  our  houfes,  and  when  wee  are  walking  by  the  way , 
when  we  lye  downe,  and  when  we  rife  up  : Which  for 
any  man  now  confcionably  to  performers  no  leffe  then 
arrant  Puritanifme,in  the  worlds  account.  If  then  we 

believe 
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believe  thefe  facred  precepts  ( to  which  I might 
adde  two  more;  d Pray  continually . Rejoy  cc  in  the  Lord  d i Thcf.j 
ah* ayes,  and  agatne  I fay  rejoyce)  to  bee  the  Word  of  i^Phil.4.4. 
God", and  16 10  binde  us  to  obedience;  there  are  cer- 
tainely  no  vacant  times  alotted  unto  Chriftians,  to  read 
any  idle  Books  or  Play-hcufe  Pamphlets,  which  are  al- 
together incompatible  with  thefe  precepts,  and  the  fe- 
rious  pious  ftudy  of  the  facred  Scripture,  as  S.  c Hierom « Epift  n.  ad 
Writes.j£*<e  enimf quoth  h t)comunicatioluci  adtenebras?  Euftochium. 
ejui  confenfus  Chrifio  cum  Belial  f qutdfacit  cum  CP falter  10  caP«i  3 .Tom  .j , 
Horattusl  cum  Svangclys  iJMaro  f cum  Apoflolts  Cicero  ? Carnoren 
Et  licet  omma  munda  mundis  & nihil  reijeiendum  quod  qUt^Zil^rs* 
cum  gratiarum  attione  percipitur;  tamen  Jimul  nondebe-  Decret.  cap. 
mm  hi  here  calicem  Chrifii  , & calicem  ‘Damoniorum  ; 162*1 6$,  1*4, 
as  he  there  proves  by  his  owne  example,  which  I i«6.  Gra- 
would  wilhall  fuchas  make  prophane  Playes  and  hu-  tianDjlhn&io. 
man  Authors  their  chiefeft  Itudies,  even  ferioufly  to  \yj  ac€0r  m&” 
confidcr  ; For  faith  he,  when  ever  I fell  to  read  the  Pro- 
' yhets  after  I had  beene  reading  Tully  and  Plautus,  Sermo 
horrebat  incult  us,  their  uncompt  ftile  became  irkelome 
tome;  & quia  lumen  casts  0 cults  non  videbam , non  ocu~ 
lorum  putabam  culpam  effe,  fed  foils . Whiles  the  old  Ser~ 
pent  did  thus  delude  me,  a fir ongfe aver  fhed  into  my  bones , 
invaded  my  wea^e  body , and  brought  me  even  to  deaths 
doore : at  which  time  I was  fuddenly  rapt  in  jpirit  unto  the 
1'ribunall  of  a Judge , where  there  was  fuch  a great  and 
glorious  light  as  cafl  me  downe  upon  my  face,  that  / durft 
not  looke  up.  And  being  then  demanded  what  I was , / 
anfwend , lam  a Chrifi tan  : whereupon  the  Judge  reply « 
ed,thoulyeft : Ciceronianus  es,  non  Chriltianus  : thou 
art  a Ciceronian,  not  a Chrifiian:  for  where  thy  treafure 
is,  there  alfo  is  thy  heart  ; whereupon  1 grew  fpeechleffe , 
and  being  beaten  by  the  Judges  command , and  tortured 
with  the  fire  of  conscience  ; I began  to  cry  out  and  fay,  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  me.  whereupon  tho fe  who  flood  by  falling 
down  at  thejudges  feet, intreat  ed  that  he  would  give  pardon 
to  my  youth  ,and  give  place  of  repentance  to  my  error  1 ex - 
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afturus  dcindc  cruciatum  figentilium  htterarum  hbros 
liquando  legijfem.  I being  then  in  Jo  great  a Jtrair,  that  l 
could  be  content  to  promife  greater  things,  began  to  [roe  arc 
andprotefi  by  his  Name,  faying , Domtne  Ji  unquam  ha - 
buero  codices  [ecu lares,  fi  legero,  te  negavi,  And  bew<? 
iifmijfed  upon  this  my  oath  I returned  to  my  J 'elf  e agatne , 
and  opened  my  eyes,  drenched  with  fuch  a Jhowre  of  teares , 
that  the  very  extremity  of  my  grief e would  even  caufe  the 
incredulous  to  believe  this  trance , which  was  no  flumber  or 
vaine  dreame,  but  a thing  really  afted,  my  very  /boulders 
being  blache  and  blue  with  firtpes , the  patne  of  whtch  re- 
mained after  I awaked.  Since  which  time  faith  he ; Fateor 
me  tanto  dehinc  jludio  divina  legtffe , quanto  non  ante 
mortalia  legeram . And  from  hence  this  Father  exhorts 
all  Chriftians  to  give  over  the  reading  of  all  prophane 
Bookes,  all  wanton  Poems,whichin  his  14 6.  Epifile  to 
Damafus,  hee  moft  aptly  compares  to  the  Hushes  with 
which  the  ProdigaU  tn  the  Gofpellwas  fed;  where  hee 
f Tom.  5 . pag.  writes  thus  fitly  to  our  purpofe.  f Pojfumus  & aliter fili- 
4°8*  quas  interpr atari.  Damowmcibus  efl  carmina  poet  arum, 

facularts  fap ientia , rhetoricorum  pompa  verborum.Hacfua 
omnes  fuavitate  deleft  ant,  & dum  aures  verfibus  dulci  mo- 
dulatione  currentibus  capiuntur,  antmam  qttoq3  penetrant , 
C frpeftoris  interna  devinciunt . V irum,  ubi  cum  fummo 
fludio  fuerint,  & labor e per  left  a,  nihil  aliud  nifi  inanem  fo- 
num,  & fermonum  flrepitumfuis  leftoribus  tribuunt,  nulla 
ibi  faturitas  veritatis , nulla  refeftio  yuftitia  reperitur  • 
ft-udio/i earum  in  fame  vert,  in  virtutum  penuria  perfeve- 
s 1 (Tor.  8.  rant.  Vnde  & ApoAolus  prohibet ; .0  ne  in  Idolto  quis  re- 
cumbat,  &c.  Nonnetibi  videtur  fub  ahjs  verbis  dicer es 
ne  legas  Philo fophos , Oratores,  Poet  as,  nec  in  illorum  lefti - 
one  requiefcas  l Nec  nobis  blandiamur,  A in  qua  funt 

feripta , non  credimus,  cum  aliorum  confcientta  vulneretur, 
(dr  putemur  probar  e, qua  dumlegimus,  non  reprobamus<Ab- 
fit  mt  de  ore  Chriftiano  fonet , Juppiter  omnipotens,  & me 
Hercule,  & me  CaAor*  & cat  era  magis  portent  a quam  nu- 
mtna.  At  nunc  etiam  Sacer dotes  Dei  (and  is  not  as  true 
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of  our  times  ? ) omtffis  Evangeliys  dr  Prophet  is , videmus 
Comadias  legere  , amatoria  Bucolicorum  verfnutn  verba 
can  ere, ten  ere  V irgtlium,&  id , quodinpueris  ttecejfuatis  eft, 
crimen  in  fe facer  e voluptatis . Cavendum  tgitur  ft  capts - 
vam  vehmus  habere  uxorem,ne  ini  do  ho  recumbamus : aut 
ft  cert e fuenmus  ejus  amore  decepti , mundemus  earn,  & 
omni  fordium  err  ore  pHYgemusjie  [can  datum  patiatur  fra - 
ter  pro  quo  Chriftusmortuus,  cam  in  ore  Chriftiani  car  mi - 
na,  tn  idolorum  latidem  compofita,audieritperfonare.  Since 
therefore  ail  thefe  idle  Play-bookes  and  Inch  like  amo- 
rous Paftorals  are  but  empty  huskes,  h which  yeeld  no  h inqUinam 
nourifhment  but  to  Swine,  or  fuch  as  wallow  in  their  non  alunt.  se - 
beaftly  lufts  and  carnali  pleafures ; fince  they  are  incom-  ma-  u 
patiblewith  the  pious  ftudy  and  diligent  reading  of^fe 
Gods  facred  Word,  ( * the  gold , the  hony , the  milke , the  ^ ^ 

marrow , the  heavenly  Mannafteaft  and Jweateft  nottrifh - COrdingly«* 
went  of  our  fouls  s,)  with  theferious  hearing,  reading,  ‘Pfal.  19.10. 
meditation,  thoughts  and  ftudy  whereof  we  fhould  al-  Pfal.119. 
wayes  conftantly  feed,refrefh,  rejoyce,andfeaft  our  jpirits,  *** 

which  commonly  ftarve  and  pine  away  whiles  we  are 
too  much  taken  up  with  other  ftudies  orimployments,  Pfal 
efpecially  with  Playes  a«d  idle  amorous  Pamphlet$:(the 
very  reading  of  which  * S.  A ugu ft  ine, repented  andcon-  * Confettib.i; 
detuned : )let us  hencefore  lay  afide  fuch unprofitabIe,un-  capjy.1^,17. 
chriftian  ftudies, betaking  our  felves  wholly  atleaftwife 
principally  toGodsfacred  Word,which  \skonely able  to*  * 
make  us  wife  unto  falvation,and  to  nourifh  our  foules  unto  e-  * n 
t email  life:  & fince  Chriftianity  is  our  general  profeftion,  entiarn&do"-" 
let  not  Paganifme,fcurrility,prophanes,wantonnes,amo-  ftnnam  hcrl 
roufnefle,  Playes,or  lewde  Poeticall  Figments  or  Hifto-  Scripturatranf- 
ries,but  Gods  W ord  alone, which  as  *Sumula  Raymundi  cendit,verum 
i faith y tranfeends  allother  Bookps  dr  Sciences',  be  our  chief-  ^r7<J[c,at  ^ 
eft  ftudy,  at  all  fuch  vacant  times  as  are  not  occupied  in  If  Ti" 

our  lawfull  callings,orother  pious  duties.Ifhal  therfore  1 Confti^kpo- 
: cloze  up  this  2.  reply,  with  that  Apoftolicall Conftitution  ftol.lib.i  "cap.6 
recorded  by  1 Clemens  Romanus , (if  the  Booke  bee  his)  7«Apud  Suriu, 
which  I would  wifti  al  Papifts  who  deny  the  reading  ©f  Conc,h  Torn. 
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* Catholics  the  Scripture  unto  Lay-men,  to  who  this  good  precept 

jloftrinh  de  isdircded  as  the  very  * Title  andfirft  Chapter  proves, e- 

^Cis*  ven  ferioufly  to  confer  ^ edfive ad fideles  & ejufdcmfe* 

V Noti  Sec  **$&£**  homines  accede > conferees  cum  ijs  Vnalta  verba  lo - 
Hierom.  Epift.  quere  : fin  minus  acqefttSxtntus fedens  percurrelegem,Reges , 
7-c.3,5.  Epi.9.  Prophetas : Pfalfe  hymnos  David/  lege  diligenter  Evange - 
c,f.  Ep.  10,0,4.  hum, quod  eft  horu  complements .Abfiine  ah  omnibus  Cjen- 
E Mil 1 8 C*  * '*  ^ris  S&id,  enimtibt  cum  externislibris%  vcl legibusy 
the  end.Hp^i!  vet  Prophet  is?  qua  qutdem  lev  es  d fide  abducunt. Nam  quid 
c.6,i  5 aI6.  Epi.  tibi  dee  ft  inlpgecD  ei,ut  ad  ilia  s gentium  fab  alas  confugias? 
23.  Ep1.25.c-1.  Nam  ft  hifiorica  percurrere  cupis,  habes  Reges  : fi  fophi- 
simbrofe,  cb*y~ftjca  & Prophettca, habes  Prophet  as  ,<&  Job,  & Pr  over  bio * 
jofiome,  Prirnfi-  ym n amborem,  inquibui  omnis  poet  tea,  & fapientia  accu~ 
odorct)Btda  &c. ratArn  rattonctn  invemes ; quQmam  Domini  Vet,  qui  fohis 
on  Ephef  $.  & efi ' fdptens  , voces  funt.  Quod  fi  cantilenas  cupis  y habes 
Col.  j;  ,to  the  Pfalmos : fi  rerum  origincs  nojfe  defideras , habes  Genefim  : 
like  purpofe.  fe  leges  & pracept a, glonofam  D ei  legem.  aAb  omnibus 
° ef  Cantic.f U~  *&tur  exter^  & diqboUcis  hbris  vehementer  te  conuney 
Sermo^^fol.  m qsomamimpfoverbo  funt  omnia . Ibt  remediumvulne ~ 
1 7 6.C.  * rum,  ibt  fubfidia  necejfitatum,  ibi  refarcitus  defettuum,  ibi 
n SeeD.Rai-  profelluum  copta,  ibi  denifa  quicquid  accipere  vel  habere 
nolds Over-  homimbus  expedit,  quicquid  decet , quicquid  oportet Sine 
throw  of  caufit  ergo  aliud  d ver ho  petityr , cum  ipfum  fit  omnia . 

Thirdly, admit  a man  may  lawfully  read  aPlay-book^y# 
accordingly,  it*  t»W  not  follow,  that  therefore  he  may  pen,  or  aft  a Play  y 
*See  ThJBibh-  or  fee  it  afted*  For  firft,  a man  may  lawfully  read  fuch 
andn  Apologia  thmgs,  as  hee  cannot  pen,  or  ad,  or  behold  without 
Akorani°&  O^n^ing  God.  A man  perchance  may  lawfully  read 
Nicolai* cte  Cu- a Mafle-booke,  but  yet  he  cannot  write  a Maffe-booke,. 
TaCribratio  nor  yet  ad, or  fay,  or  fee  a Mafie  without  committing 
Alcorani.  {inne=  Some  men  may.  lawfully  read  an  * Alcoran,  or  any 
* AmbrofjCom4  hereticallBooke/  utmagis judicent  qudm  fequantur;rz- 
TomC  ther  to  confute  then  follow  it  y but  no  man  can  pen,  or 

« print,  or  publilh  it  with  delights  (no  nor  yet  read  it 

ii.cap!i9.4.y!  out  oflove  and  liking,  as  men  read  Play-bookes)  but 
Ezech.  1645).  he  inufttranfgrefle.  A man  may  fafely  read  the  ftories 
z Pet.  2..M r of  0 the  S odomites finnes , of  the  Canaamtcs  and  Ifraelites 
We  7‘  ‘ mrnr.es . 
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Idolatries*,  but  yet  to  ad,  or  fee  them  aded  cannot  bee 
Idle  thenfinfull.  A man  m&y  and  muft  P daily  read  the  p Dcut.  6.Si6, 
{acred  Scriptures,  the  Paffion  ofokr  Saviour , the  Hijlories  7.  Pfal.e.t. 
ofv/idam,  Abraham,  Mof is, 'David,  Solomon,  Job, and  * 5 1 7 ' 1 r w 
vfhirv  recited  in thfe  Bible  ; yet  ntitie  ^ may  Play  or  fee  q S’eep.ioS.t* 
them  Played  without  fnrie  ,ye  a highefi  blafplemie  and  pro-  i 1 6f  l6,  7$ h 
phaneffe ; though  fome  graceleife  wretches  as  Well  'in  t0  7 7- 
private  as  in  popular  Stage-play  e$  much  prophane  them,  r 0nc  At^m 
bunging  not  onely  Mini flers,  preaching  and  praying , but  a Mimfter  m * 
even  the  very  facred  Bible  and  the  fibriisnh  it  on  the  Stage,  Bedford  the 
r as  fome  late  notorious  damnable  (If  hot  damned,)  ‘prece - kftChrifttide, 
dents  witnefe ; when  is  not  Ortely  our  owne  pious  St  a-  r 

tuteofc  %.Jacobi.cap'2i.  but  likewife  c Concilium  Rhe-  there^afted°a  * 
menfe,  'Anno  1583.  which  decrees  thus  : V*t  ea  vitent  private  Enter- 
f deles  quibm  cuttPts  dtVinus  imped  Hi  potefl,  fldtuimtis,  ne  Iude,  where  he 
quit  Script  nr  a facre  verba  ad  fctirtilia,detretfationcs,fit-  macle  a prayer 
p erf  it  tones,  incant  at  tones,  fortes , Itbellos  famofos  audedt  °n^  chofelT* 
ufurpare..'  St  quis  contra  fecerit,  juris  & arbitri)  pants  Text.w^  Afh 
foerceatur  : And  u Concilium  Biturienfe.  Anno  1 5 y.4.  10.  J4.  0n 
which  thus  ordaines*  Nonliceai  cuiqudm  verba  & fen - which  he  moft 
tehtias  facra  Scriptura  ad  feurr ilia,  fabu/efa;  vana,  adu-  Pr0ph^nely 
lat  tones , detraHionei,  fuperfiitiones , & diabolic  as  incan- 
t at  tone  s,divinat  tones, fortes,  Itbellos  famofos,  & alias  eiuf-  very  foame  & 
modi  impietates. ufurparetQui  in  eopeccayerint,tib Epifcopis  griefe  of  moft 
legitimis  pants  coercetuf:tog£t her  with  the  Synod  of  Ro-  that  heard 
chell.An.i^ 71. (here p.6 36.) &*BB. Gardener  haVetong  J11111- 
fince  prohibited  and  condemned  thisatheillicallhorrid  I0?4 

prophanetfe,  which  no  Chriftian  can  fomuch  asthinke  tBochellus 
off,  but  with  higheft  defecation.  Since  therefore  many  Decreta  Ec- 
thingS  may  be  lawfully  read,  which  cahhbt  honeftly  Bp  clef.  Gal.hb.i. 
penned,  aded,  heard  or  feene,  the  argument  is  But  a rit*i°  c.u. 
meere  inconfequent. Secondly, though  a man  perchance  £\^fd'c 
may  in  fome  cafes  lawfully  read  a Play-booke,  * yet  it  * Sc[ 
will  not  follow,  that  he  may  compofey  or  ad,  or  fee  a wrayhm  his 
Stage-play  : Por  firft,-  a man  rikyreada  Play  ' #ith  de-  Refciier  of  the 
teftation  both  of  its  vanity,  ribaldry  andpropMtidT^;  Fox. 
but  he  can  neither  pen,  nor  play,  nor  yet  very  willing-  97 * 

Cccccc  2 iy 
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1  y behold  it , as  all  Play-haunters  doe , without  ap- 

2 probation  and  delight-  Secondly,  a man  may  read  a 
Play  without  any  prodicall  vaine  expence  of  money , or 

* See  Ad  6.  over-great  lojfe  of  time:  but  none  can  compile , oral},  or fee 

Scene  u,  a Stage-play  * veithont  lojfe  of  time  , of  money , which 

3 ihould  bee  better  imployed  : Thirdly,  Stage-playes 
may  be  privately  read  over  without  any  danger  of  in- 
fedion  by  ill  company,  without  any  publike  infamy 
or  fcandall,  without  giving  any  ill  example,  without 
any  incouraging  or  maintaining  of  Players  in  their  un- 
godly profeflion,  or  without  participating  with  them 

r See  A d 6.  in  their  linnes ; y but  they  can  neither  be  compiled , beheld , 
Scene  3.  :oi8.  or  aded,  without  thele  leverail  unlawful!  circumltan- 
ces  which  cannot  be  avoyded. 

4 Fourthly,  Stageplayes  may  be  read  without  ufing  or 
beholding  any  effeminate  amorous,  luftfuli  geftures, 
complements , kiffes , dalliances  , or  embracements ; 
any  whorifh,  immodeft,  fantaftique,  woraanifti  appa- 
rell , Vizards , difguifes  ; any  lively  reprefentations 
of  Venery,  whoredome,  adultery,  and  the  like,  which 
are  apt  to  enrage  mens  lulls  : without  hypocrilie,  fei- 
ning,  cheats,  hfeivious  tunes  and  dances,  with  fuch 

* See  Part  1.  other  unlawfull  Stage  ingredients  or  concomitants  : 

row"  * but  they  can  neither  be  feene  nor  atted, without  all, or  mofi 
Ad* z 4 thorow-  °f  Fiftly,  he  that  reades  a Stage-play  may  paffe 

out4  * by  all  obfeene  or  amorous  paffages,  all  prophane  or 

^ fcurrill  lefts , all  heathenilh  oathes  and  execrations 
even  with  deteftatio'n;  but  he  who  makes,  who  ads, 
whoheares,orviewes  a Stage-play  aded,  hath  no  fuch 
liberty  left  him,  but  hee  mull  ad,  recite,  behold  and 
heare  them  all.  Yea  fometimes  fuch  who  ad  the 
Clowne  or  amorous  perfon,  a dde  many  obfeene  lafci- 
vious  jells  and  paffages  of  their  owne,  by  way  of  ap- 
pendix, to  delight  the  auditors,  which  were  not  in 
6 their  parts  before.  Lallly,  when  a man  reads  a Play* 
he  ever  wants  that  viva  vox , that  flexanimous  rhe- 
torical! Stage-elocution,  that  lively  2idion  and  repre- 

fentation 
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fentation  of  the  Players  themfelves  which  put  life  and 
vigor  into  thefe  their  Enterludes , and  make  them 
pierce  more  deepely  into  the  Spedators  eyes , their 
eares  and  lewde  affedions,  precipitating  them  on  to 
luft : yea,  the  *yes,  the  eares  of  Play-readers  want  all 
thofe  luft-enraging  objeds,  which  Adors  and  Speda- 
torsmeet  with  in  the  Piay-houfc:  Therefore  though  the 
reading  of  Stage-playes  may  be  lawfull,  yet  the  compo- 
fing,ading,or  feeing  of  them  in  all  thefe  feveral  regards, 
cannot  be  fo.  So  that  this  firft  Objedionis  both  falfe 
and  frivolous. 

The  fecond  Objedion  for  the  compofingand  ading  Objetl.i. 
of  Playes  is  this.  a The  penning  and  ading  of  Playes  * Se  Haywards 
doth  whet  & exercife  mens  wits  and  poetry, embolden  Apologie  for 
youth,  confirme  their  voyces,  helpe  their  memories,  ^°rs  vand 
adion  and  elocution ; and  make  them  perfed  Ora-  Re°' i 
tors.  Therefore  it  is  both  lawfull,  yea  and  ufefull  to.  ^ 7 Arnolds 

To  this  I anfwer  firft:  that  this  Objedion  makes  pj19.1ao.Au- 
onely  for  academicall  and  private,  but  nought  for  po-  guftin.  Confer, 
pular  Enterludes.  Secondly,  academicall  Stage-playes caP*l6« 
are  feldome  aded  or  penned  for  any  of  the  ends,  the  *^r™ngly. 
ufes  here  recorded,  but  onely  for  entertainement,  for 
mirth  and  pleafure  fake.  Thirdly,  b men  mnft  not  doe  2 
evittthat  good  may  come  of  it:  therefore  they  may  not  b ~ 2 ? 

exercife  rheirwits,  their  inventions  about  lafeivious  ] 


amorous  Play-houfe  Poems ; they  may  not  ftrengthen 
or  ftuffe  their  memories  with  fuch  vaine  lewde  empty 
froth  as  Playes  now  are ; nor  embolden  themfelves 
by  ading  effeminate,  feurrile,  whorifh,  impudent,  or 
immodeft  parts : nor  yet  helpe  their  adion,  their  elo- 
cution by  uttering, by  perfonatingany  uniawfull  things, 
which  may  either  draw  or  tempt  them  unto  lewd- 
neffc.  We  know  that  frequenting  of  Tavernes  and 
Brothels;  courting  of  impudent  Strumpets,  keeping 
ofdeboift  company,  reading  of  amorous  Bookesand 
Paftorals,  ad de  fpirit  and  boldneffe  unto  men,  yea  oft 
improve  their  elocution,  carriage,  and  amorous  fond 
Cccccc  3 difeourfe^ 
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* See  hcre.pag. 
4^.&  Auguit 
Confef.lib.r. 
cap.  15.16,17, 
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c Hierom.  E- 
pift.22.  c.  15. 
*See  Auguft. 
Contef.  lib. i. 
cap.i  6,1 7.  ac- 
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z Orator  eft 
vir  bonus,  di- 
cendi  peritus. 
Cicero.  De 
Oratorc.  lib.i, 
Quintilian  In- 
flit.Orat.  I.i2 
cap.  1.  accor- 
dingly. 
f Saturnal  lib. 
5.  cap.  14.  P2g 
4*9* 

•Oratoris  o- 
pus  oratio. 
Quint’ll.  Infiit. 
I.11.  c.io.pag' 
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dUcouric,  as  much  or  more  then  Wayes,  * yet  none 
■ may  ufe  thefc  wicked  courfes  to  obtaine  thefe  petty 
benefits ; uo  more  then  he  may  opprefle,  or  fteale,  or 
cheate,  or  perjure  hiinftife  to  augment  his  wealth,  or 
ufe  charmes  andforceries  to  recover  health.  Fourthly, 
c Melius  eft  ah  quid  nefare,  qudm  cum  periculo  d /ft  ere. 
The  hurt,  the  danger  that  accrues  to  men  by  penning, 
by  ading  Playes,  is  evermore  * farre  greater  then  the 
good,  the  benefits  here  aileaged  : the  eviil  is  certaine, 
the  good.,uncertaine:it  is  no  vyi(edonie,no  fafety  there- 
fore to  plung  men  into  fundry  great  and  certaine  evils, 
to  atchieve  lorne  probable  meane  emoluments.  Fiftly, 
the  good  that  comes  by  penning  or  ading  Playes,  is 
onely  temporall ; the  hurt,  the  mifehiefe  is  eternal! ; 
the  good  extends  no  further  then  mens  bodies ; the 
damage  reachcth  to  their  foules,  yea  oft  unto  their 
bodies,  goods  and  names  : it  is  no  diferetion  then  for 
men  to  hazard  the  lode,  the  damage  of  their  foules,  for 
fuch  petty  improvements  of  their  bodies.  Sixtly, 
there  is  little  or  no  analogie  betweene  the  action,  the 
elocution  of  Players,of  Orators  and  Divines : The  prin- 
cipal! prayfe  of  Adors  is  a lively  counterfeiting  and  re- 
prefentation  of  the  parts,  theperfons  they  fuftaine,by 
corporall  geftures  rather  then  by  words:  the  chicFefl 
prayfe  of  Orators  is  to  cexpreJfe,to  deftribethe  things  they 
jpeake  of  in  an  elegant  fie  xanimous  phrafe, and  grave  elocu- 
. tion : the  dutyof  the  one  being  to  reprefent  things  to  the 

* eye, whereas  the  other  fpeaks  onely  to  the  eare.  Which 

* diverfity  is  warranted  both  by  the  dory  of  Cicero  the 
Orator  ,and  Rofciwthe  j4ttorwho,as{  Macrobitu  writes, 
did  ufe  to  contend  together;  Vtrum  Me f&pins  eandem  fen - 

* tentia  varijs  gefti  bus  efficeret , an  ipfe  per  eloquent  id  coptatn 
fermone  diver j opr onunciaret : by  the  very  Itiles  of 

and 4 Orator, the  hrftdimporting  onely  corporal  geftures, 
and  representations ; the  other,  verball  expreflions; 
and  by  the  ufuall  phrafes  o£ feeing  a St  age-play,  and  hea- 
ring an  Oration.  Now  what  proportion  is  there  be- 
tweene 
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lpeaking  well,  that  one  fliould  be  (acli  a helpe  or  Pur-  difiimilis  ato; 
therance  to  the  other  ? Alas  what  profit,  what  advan-  divcrfa  inter  fc 
tage  can  an  Orator  gaine  by  ading  an  amorous  females, rauo  eftdcl  ita- 
a Bawdes,a  Panders,a  Ruihans, Drunkards, Murtherers,  quoma^mp.irs 
lovers.  Soldiers,  Kings,  Tyrants,  Fayries,  Furies,  De-  errar,neinora- 
vils  or  Pagan  Idols  part  with  fuitable  geftures  and  fpee-  tione  Poetas 
ches  ? tell  me  I beleech  you,  what  furtherances  thefe  nobjs&:  Hifto- 
are  to  make  a perfed  Orator,  who  though  hee  may  ncojiOratores 
plead  or  fpeake  for  others,  muft  ad  no  other  man  but  res  jmitandor 
himfelfe  alone,  whereas  Players  muft  never  ad  them-  putemus.  Sua 
felves  but  other  parts?  Certainely  if  wee  believe  cinqs  propofaa 
8 Quintilian,  ora  h late  famous  Orator  of  our  owne, the  lcx»fiJUS  decor 
ading  of  Playes, which  is  full  of  wantonnelfe,  of  light, 
oflewde^offoolifh  geftures  and  fpeeches,is  the  next 
way  to  marre  an  Orator,  whofe  fpeech,adion  and  de-  \ inftit.Orat. 
portment  muft  be  grave  and  ferious.  Hence  1 Q uinti-  Iib.i.cap.19. 
lian  (as  eminent  an  Orator  as  moft  now  extant)  in  his  & l»i  j -PaS« 
diredions  how  an  Orator  fhould frame  his  (peech,  his  t 
voyce  and  gefture , exprefly  forbids  him,  to  imitate  the  Overthrow  of 
voyce  * or  geftures  of  Players, or  to  exprejfe  oral}  the /laves,  Stage-playes. 
the  drunkards , lovers,  penni- fathers,  cowards,  or  any  fuch  p.i  19.  to  116, 
Tlay-houfe  part,  becaufe  at  they  were  no  wayes  necejfary J inftit«Orat, 
for  an  Orator*  fo  they  will  rather  corrupt  his  minde  and"'1,  c’| 
manners , then  any  wayes  helpe  hit  elocution  or  all  ion.  The  7*5  f’&  hb?ix! 
ading  therefore  of  Playes  is  no  wayes  neceffary  or  life-  cap.  g.  pag, 
full  for  an  Orator,  it  being  no  furtherance  but  anappa- 
rantobftacle  to  true  oratory,  adion,  elocution  5 there  *Oratprutatur 
being  no  analogic  betweene  the  wanton  amorous  ge-  at.erumrincIl“ 
ftures,  fpeeches,Paftorals,jefts,  and  florifhes  of  a Poet,  wril^nonT20 
an  Ador  ; and  the  fad,  grave,  ferious  elocution  or  fCena& hiftri- 
adion  of  an  Orator.  And  as  Play-ading  is  no  wayes  ombu$,  fed  ab 

ufefullfbr  an  Orator,  fo  much  lejfe  *for  a Minifter , or*  misAc*Noii 

enim  corun- 
dum effe  fed  orator  em  volo,  Quare  nec  ingeftuperfequemuromnisargutias,  ncc 
in  loquendo  diftiuftionibuSitemporibus^ffiftionibus  moiefte  fequemur,  ut  fi  in 
feena  fit  dicendum,&c,  £ See  M.  mwd  his  Faithful!  Shepheard.  cap.  1 $ . pag.  8 9, 
accordingly. 
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1 Aft  7.  Scene  ‘Divine  , there  being  no  oAnnlogie  betvreene  Preachers 
j.  8c  Part  i.  artd  Players,  S crmons  and  Playes , Theaters  and  Churches, 
Aft  z.  Scene  t.  kecweene  tiie  facre(j  ^ fober,  chaite,  and  modeft  ge- 
Ut  ca^prorfus  * ftures,  the  foule-laving  fpeeches  of  the  one,  and  the 
mundanas  dig- lafeivious,  fcurrill,  prophane,  ungodly  aftionand  dif- 
nitatcs,quas  fe-  courfes  of  the  other.  Hence  the  1 forementioned  Conn- 
culares  viri  vel  Ce/Sf  fathers  and  Canonifts , together  with  * Concilium 
cxe^cereVoleiu  foro-julienfe,CaM.6.  which  I before  omitted, have  inhi- 
in  venationib9  kited  Minifters  and  Clergtc  men  from  penning,  afttng  and 
(cilicet,  vel  beholding  Stage-places,  at  being  no  wayes  fuitable  , but 
canticis  fecula-  altogether  incompatible  with  their  moft  holy  and  grave 
ribusj  aut  in  profefflon  : Hence  alfo  they  excluded  all  common 

mode  rail  lati-  ^^orss  ( an^  bikewife  academicall  to,  till  they  had  dene 
tia,in  lyris  & fublike penance ) from  the  Minifter tail  function ; the  aiding 
tibijs  & his  of  Playes  being  fo far  from  making  men  fit  for  the  miniftry , 
fimilibus  lull-  that  it  made  them  both  unfit,  and  likewife  uncapable  to  re - 
bus’  J}u^us  ^ ceive  it.  What  therefore  m lAgis  junior  replyed  to  a 
ftonVconflhto-  wicked  fellow  who  oft  demanded  of  him,  Quis  effet 
rus  ob  inanis  Spartanorum  optimus  f Q uitui  eft  diffimilimtu  ; the  fame 
Leticia:  fluxu,  may  I fay  of  Mitiifters;  that  hee  is  the  beft  Minifter 
audeat,  faftu  whois  moft  unlike  a Player  both  in  his  gefture,  habit, 
fuperbiaj  tumi-  fpeecb  and  elocution.  Hence  n Saint  Ambrofe,  Bijkop  of 
przSmendo^  Mi\lainefrefufedt0  give  Scclefiafticall  Orders  to  one  who 
abutij&c.  Suri-fadfor  them,  and  likewife  deprived  another  ( who  after- 
ui.Tom.j.pag.*  wards  fell  to  the  <zArian  here  fie)  Quia  luce  bat  in  eorum 
*$4-  inceffu  fpecies  qu^dam  feurrarum  percurfantium  : con- 

" Pl11^^1  . demning  not  onely  all  thofe  Clergie  mcn,but  alfo  Lay- 
junior1p%6?8S  menCO>  w^o  ufed  Playerly  geftures,  qut  fenfim  ambu- 
n De  Officijs.  bandoimitantur  hiftrionicos geftus,  & qua fi  quadamfer- 
lib.i.capiS.  cula  pomp  arum,  & ftatuarum  motus  nutantium,  ut  quo  - 
1 om.4.  p.6.7 . tiefeunef  gradumtransferunt  modulo s quofdam fervare  vi- 
Ambrof  *Dc*4  ^eatttur : av*ce  1:00  common  in  this  our  antique  wanton 
Officijsjib.  1 a-C*  t^iat  know  that  0 a M Chriftians,and more  efreci- 
c,i8.Galatarus  ttliy  Mini  ft  ers, ought  to  be fiber,  medeft, grave,  chafte,both 
Dc  Moribus.  in  their gefture  and  deportment ; Hence  P Concilium  Seno - 
p Sunus  Con-  nenfe.  An,  1^28.  Dccreta  Morum.  c ap. 2 5.  decrees  thus. 
c1l.T0m.4pag.  QifficUn  inceffu  quoq^hone ft  at  em  exhibeant,  ut  gravitate 
74Z'74**  it  inerts . 
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it  in  erts , mentis  maturitatem  oft endant.  Jncompofttio  cnim 
corporis , r//w  dijfolutus,  indecens  oculorum  vagatio,  tna- 
qualitatem  indicant  mentis.  And  then  it  proceeds  thus* 

Nonin  feenam  velut  hiftriones prodeant,  non  comadias  ver- 
naculas  agant\non  fpeftaculum  corporis  fuifaciant  in  publi- 
co priv  at  ovc  loco  (pray  marke  it:)  Qua  omnia  cum  om- 
nibus facer  dotibus  funt  t tide  cor  a,  & ordini  clericalt  mttl~ 
turn  detrahentia, turn  illispractpue^uibus  animarum  cura  * See  Aft  y, 
eft  commijfa.  An  infallible  evidencethathiftrionicaliScenel-2>$j4- 
geftures,  and  t beading  of  Stage-playes  either  in  pub-  &A^  6,Sccne 
like  or  private,  are  no  wife  ufefull , but  altogether  accor" 

fcandalous, and unfeemely fora Minifter;  and  that  therHom,  i.De 
afting,  the  beholding  of  P lay  es, will  make  men  ^amorous,  Verbis  Ifaia?, 
wanton,  light  and  P layer li\e  in  their  ge flares,  as  r Saint  f oni,i,Col. 
Chryfoftome  with  others  largely  teftihe.  And  as  Thea-  Co1,  £lS  l* 
tricali  geftures  are  altogether  unfeemely  in  a Minifter,  Orat' 7* Tom, 
(•  whence  Proteftants  coademne  f all  CMaffe-pri efts  ge-  5.C0I.1484. 
(hires ,crouchings  and  noddings  in  the  celebrating  or  ading  1485.  See  here 
of  their  Majfes,  which  they  compare  to  Playes ,)  So  like-  pag«4°°*40i, 
wife  are  all  poeticall  Play-houfe  pVafes,  Clinches,  and  s^ne 
ftrong  lines  , as  now  fome  ftile  them ; (too  frequent 
in  our  Sermons  ; which  in  refped  of  their  * Diviftons,  (ho?Bale,  Bi/ 
language, aft  ion,  ft  He,  andfubjed  mattsr,con\\9i[\\g  either  (hop  Merten, 
of  wanton  flafhes  of  luxurious  wits, or  meere  quotations  D<  Sutcliffe,  D. 
of  humane  Authors, Poets,  Orators,Hiftories,  Philofo- 
phers,and  Popifh  Schoole-men ; or fefyuipedalia  verba,  M^e°&fW 
great  empty  fwelling  words  of  vanity  and  eftimafion  don  Contr.  ol 
more  fitter  for  the  Stage,  from  whence  they  are  oft-  foriitm.  bbj. 
times  borrowed/thenthe  Pulpet,)  unfutable  for  Mini-  fob*5?, 
fter s'qui  dum  indUceter  elegantes  videre  volmt.pafftm  iam  l 1 Jiear.£l 
turpibtts  verbis  impudent  er  tnfani  tint.  Minifters  are  Gods  a L-nd  ^ 
M Ambajfadors, therefore  they  * muft  fteake  nothing  in  the  fenp"  or  Pi- 
Pulpit  but  thofe  words  which  God  jhall  put  into  their  chi  re  : others 

mouthesyheymuft  deliver  (yods  meffage  in  his  owne  dialed;',  a Piay  01‘  Spe- 

ftacle,ciivkimg 

their  texts  into  Aftors,Speftator s.  Scenes,  &c.  as  if  they  were  aftmg  of  3 Play, 
not  preaching  of  Gods  Word.  * Profper  De  Vita  Contempt,  lib.  3.  cap,6.  fol.105, 
iCor,5.ao,  * Numb.zz.35w8.Ier.26. 2.1  Cor.i.*7,capw-r,4. 
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not  in  the  Y language  of'Toets,  and  other  humane  ^Au- 
thor s,m  which  Cj odsjpirit  never  breathes. They  are  Chrifts 
r Toh.  io.  5,4,  Vnder-fhepheards,  z therefore  they  mufi  fpcake  unto  their 
5 ,8 , 1 F Lockes  in  Chnfis  owne  voyce,  which  they  mufi  onely  know 

and  he  are,  and  fellow,  not  inthevoyce  of  Jlr  angers,  who fc 
voyce  they  will  not , yea  they  muft  not  heare  : They  are  the 
x Col.c.i?,i6,  a Aiinifier  s,  the  mouth  of 'Cbrifi,  therefo.e  they  mufi. one- 
1 Cor.  ly  preach  and  /peaks  language:  They  have  no  ocher 

^ Pet  w 6*  Commihion,  b but  to  goe  and  preach  the  Go/pell,,  (not 

k Matth.18.19,  H-iftories  and  Poets )untomen  . They  are  the  c Stewards  of 
20.  Mark.i  6.  the  mifieries,and  manifold  graces  of  the  Cjofpell,ofthe  milks 
i5,i6.Hphef.3.  and  bread  ofC/ods  holy  Word ; and  thefe  alone  they-mufi 
8,9, Col. i. ij.  difpence  : They  are  lent  out  by  God  tor  no  other  pur- 
«°I1Q)r  iz  pofe,  but  onely  d to  open  mens  eyes,  and  to  turne  them  from 
1 Pet.^ioji*  darkeneffe  to  light , andfiom  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God, 
Luke  1 1 .41 . that  they  may  eceiveforgi  venc-JJ'e  of  jins, and  inheritance  a- 
d Ads  26,18.  mong  them  that  are fanStified  through  faith  that  is  in  Chr.ifi 
Jefus  : therefore  they  mull  come  unto  ther/i*.  not  with 
e 2 Cor.4.5,4.,  the  dimme  lights  of  human  learning,  e but  with  the 
♦ light, the  brightnejfe  of * the  glorious  Go  fell  of  Jefus\Chrifl\: 

f 1 Cor.  2.1,4.  * not  with  entifing  words  of mans  wife  dome  (w  n.  ch  never 
yet  converted  or  laved  any  one  foule,)  but  in  demonfira- 
8 i Col*.  1.6  j7.  t ion  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power : » not  w.th  the  wife  dome  of 
this  world,  which  human  Authors  teach, but  with  the  wife- 
dome  of  God  in  a mifiery, which  the  holy  Cj/hofi  teacheth  : 
k not  with  philofophie  and  vaine  deceit  after  the  tradition 
of  men , after  the  rudiments  of  the  world , and  not  after 
Chrifl  : but  with  the  Word  and  Gofpell  of  Chrift , the 
1 mighty  power  of  Cjod  unto  falvation,  which  is  able  ( yea 
onely  able ) to  fave  mens  foules.  Hence  k Saint  Hierom 
SeEePcf''C‘i0VwriteS  t^1U3  t0  ^€l,st*anus'  Docentete  in  Eccle/ia  non 
EplSi^c.  1 5.  damor populi,fed gemitus  fufeitetur,  Lachryma  auditoru 
laudes  tu<t  fint.  Sermo  Presbyteri  Scripturarum  l eel  ion  e 
conditus fit.  Nolo  te  declamatorem  ejfe  & rabulam.garru- 
lumcf  fine  rat  lone,  fed  myflenorum  peritum,  & facramen- 
torum  Dei  tui  yeritiffimum.  Verba  voluere,  & celentate 
dicendtapud  imperitum  vulgus  admirationem  faceve,  in - 
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dottorum  hominum  eft , drc.  Hence 1 P r oft  er  A quit  aniens  iDcVita  Con- 
pofkively  aflirmes,  Q uod  non  fie  debeat  Eccle[ia  dottor tQm pHibj.cap. 
de  decuratifiermonis  oftentationejattare,  ne  vide  at  nr  Ec-  "imbrlfc 

clefiam  Deinon  velle  a di ft  care, fed  magis  fe  quanta  fit  eru-  Theodont,rbeo- 
, ditionts  oftenderc.  Non  i git  nr  in  verborum  ft  lender  e,  fedpbylatt,Beda3 
in  operum  virtute  tot  am  pradicandi  fiduciam  ponat : .non  Bayrno  Occur  t- 
vocibus  deleft etur  popult  acclamantis  fibs,  f ?d  fletibus,  nec  nhii,  ^nfelm, 
plaufium  d populo ftudeat  expettarefied  gemttum.  Hoc  ft  e-  *do~ 

cialiter  dottor  Ecclefiafticus  elaboret,  quo fiuntqui andiurit  zftrS  3in  l q0^ 
eumfianis  diftutationibus  meliores,  non  vana  affentatione  z.  i.to7.accor- 
fautores . Lachrymas  quas  vult  d finis  audit  or  thus  fund: , dingly, 
ftfeprimitusfmdat,  & fic  eos  .compunttione  fiut  cordis  ac- 
cendat . Tam  fimplex  dr  apert us,  etiam  fi  minus  L at  inns, 
difciplinatus  tamen  & gravis  fiermo  debet  ejfie  Pontificis  ut 
ab  intelligentia  fiui  nullos,  quamvis  imperitos,  excludat : 
fed  in  omnium  audtentium  pettus  cum  quadam  delettatione 
defeendat . Denife  alia  eft  ratio  deelamatorum , & alia  de- 
bet e ffie  dottor um.  Illi  elucubrata  declamation} s pompam 
totisfacundia  fiua  viribus  concupificum  :■  ifti  fiobno  ufitatofe 
fiermone  Chrifti  glori am  quarunt.  lilt  rebus  want  bus  pre- 
tiofia  verborum  induunt  ornament  a,  iftiveracibusfententijs 
ornant,  & commendant  verba  fimplicia.  Illi  ajf'ettant  fue- 
rum  fienfiuum  defermitatem  tanqudm  velamine  quodam 
phalerati  fiermonis  abfeondere  ; ifti  eloquiorumfiuorum  ru- 
fticitatem  ftudent  pretiofis  fienfibus  venuftare . Illi  tot  am 
laudem  fiuam  in  favor  e vulgi,ifti  in  virtute  Dei  conftituunt. 

Illi  plaufibtliter  dicunt , & nihil  auditor ibus  finis  decla - 
mandoproficiunt : ifti  ufitatis  fiermombus  docent , & imi- 
tator es  fivos  inftituunt ; quia  rationem  fiuam  nulla  f mat  a 
compofitionis  affettatione  corrumpunt.  Ifti  fiunt  mmiftri 
verbi,adjutoresDei , oraculum  Spiritus  fiantti . Per  tales  ™ f ’6  r* 
Dens  placatur  populo  , populus  inftruitur  Deo . Hence  Bibl  Patruoi. 
ni  IfiodorTeluftota  writes  thus  (liar ply  to  Theopompus  Tom.*. pars  z, 
and  Talelaus  two  preaching  CWonkes.  Q uis  te  comic'ts  P*g.  48  P See 
falibus  nonperftringat  ? Q uis  te  non  commfteretur , quicum  Iu°Carnoten- 
ih  philofiophia  dificipulorum  Domini  tranquillitatefiedeas , 


Gentiltum  hiftortcorum  & poet  arum  tumultum  atfc  aft  urn 
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tecum  trahas  t Quidenim  die  qu&fp,  apud  illos  eft-,  quod 
rchgtom  noflra  Jit  prefer  endian?  Quid  non  mendacio  ac 
rifu fcatet  ex  ijs  qua  magno  ftudio  confeftantur  ? An  non 
divinitatesexvitiops  affeflionibus  ? <* An  non  for tia  foci- 
nora pro  vitiops  affeU ion  thus  ? <*A»  non  certamtnapro  vi- 
tiops affettionibus  Quamobrem  ip  Jam  quod^  faditatis  & 

obfcamtatis  letlioncmfugc  (nam  & eamiram  adaperienda 
'imlnera  jam  cicatrice  obdutta  vim  babet : ) ne  ajioqui 
vehemcntiori  cumimpetu fjnritus  improbus  revert  atur,  ac 
deter iorem  acpernicioporem  tibi prior e ignorantta  ant  neg- 
ligent ia  cl  a dam  infer  at.  Sermo , qui  ad  an  die  nt  mm  ntiltta- 
tem  habetur,potens  fermo  eJlrfUi  Jj  optimo  jure fermo  appeU 
letur , irnitationemqu  ad  Deum  babeat.  *At  qui  voluptate 
fola  ac p laufu  term  mat  ur , arts  font  t ns  eft , magno  flrepittt 
aurem  perfonans . Quare  ant  fermonem  tuam  gravitate 
moderare,  ac fermonis  faftui  ac  pompa  mediocritatem  an - 
tepone , atttte  cymbalum  theatrorum  feense  accomodum 
eife  feito.  And  hence  is  that  lamentable  complaint  of 
"Onus  Eccle-  n Epifcopus ,Cbemnenfts  : Modernis  autem  temporibus  irt 
cap.  j 8.  academijs  publicis  feientia  duntaxit  mundana  invaluit , 
c*  '9*1  °*  feientia  Dei  non  eft  in  terra.  Sacrarum  liter  arum  do&rina 
H^i%  prorfHS  perijt,  dottores  feientia  infiat t docent  fuum 
chore,  circumfcrtintur  omni  vsnto  doElrin*.  Stem gentes, 
ambulant  in  vanitatefenfus  fui,  tenebrU  habentes  obfeura- 
tum  wtelleElum , propter  c&citatem  cordis  ip  for  urn.  Caci 
Jpeculatores  educunt  difcipulos  cocos  in  vtam  quam  nefei - 
unt,  ponunt  tenebras  in  lucem,  & prava  in  retta,  & nox 
noth  indicat  feienttam . Et  pc  ubitfe  fuos  feduemt  oratores. 
Extollunt  dottrinam  zAriftotelis , Averrois , & ahorum 
Gent  ilium  S crib  arum,  ad  excogitandum  profunda  & vora- 
gino fa  dogmata,  obfettrantiafoiem  fapientia  Chrijhana  ac 
Evangelic a vita,  ac  pur  urn  aerem  relgtofi  flatus  fuis  fa - 
fluops  verbis , acutiffo  difputationibus,  ac  fophi ft ic is  gar- 
rulitatibus  maculantia . dHodo  equidem  cernimus  cmnia 
fere gy mna pa ubiolim  tradebatur  theologica  doElrina,poe- 
t ids  figment  is,  vanis  nugis,  ac  fabulofts  portent  is  ejfe  im- 
fleta.  Vbi  ejl  literatus Vbi  legis  verba  ponderous  l ubi 
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eft  dottor  parvulorum  ? videbts  populum  alti Jermoms , 
it  a ut  uonpoffis  intelligere  difertitudtnem  Lingua  ejfts , in  quo 
nuUa  eft fttpientia.  tqui pradicatores  concionarq  ftudent, 

non  ut  fyncero  affettu , fed  gratia  propria  laudts  & verbis 
ornatis  & politis  aures  audit  or  am  demulceant.  Ale  l tores 
antem Junt fermones  veriores  qudm  difertiores.  De  t airbus 
doUoribus  difertis  inquit  Salvator . ° In  vanum  me  colunt,  0 Matth^  i % ? 
docentes  dotlrinas  & pracepta  bomimm  : relinquentes  enim 
mandata  Det,  tenet  is  traditiones  hommum.  All  which 
recited  paflages,  are  fufficient  teftimonies,  that  poeti- 
cal! ftreines  of  wit  and  Playerl y eloquence,are  no  wayes 
tolerable,  much  lefle  then  commendable  in  a preaching 
Minifter.  Therefore  the  ading,  the  penning  of  Playes, 
is  no  wayes  neceflary  or  ufefull  for  Clergie  men  to  fur- 
ther them  in  their  ministry.  All  the  benefit  that  Schoi- 
lers  reape  by  ading  Play cs,is  this  ; that  it  makes  * them  * See  M.Eer- 
hiftrtonicall  , antique  , unprofitable  verbally  Preachers  , nard  his  Faith* 
more  fit  for  aPiay-houfe  then  a Pulpit.  The  ading  fwllshephearh 
and  penning  therefore  of  Stage-playes  is  no  wayes  Cr?p,H/ p*8^ 
helpefull  either  for  an  Orator  or  aPreacher,  as  the  Ob-  vc9rth^,  *0f 
jedors  dreame,  Laflly,  men  may  learne  boldncfle,  elo-  Stage-phycs. 
quence,  adiori,  elocution  by  farre  readier,  eafier,  and  p.i^.to  i $7* 
and  more  laudable  meanes  then  the  penning  or  ading 
Playes ; as  by  frequent  Declamations,  and  often  repetiti- 
ons of  eloquent  Orations , and  the  like ; the  onely  meanes 
P Quintilian  prefcribes,  and  the  ordinary  method  that  p Inftit.  On- 
ali  Schoole-mafters  & Tutors  \ikjo  make  men  perfeftO.  tor.lib.2,cap.Sv 
rators:no  need  therefore  ofpenning,of  adingPiayes,for 
thefe  pretended  ends,  which  it  cannot  effed.  We  never 
read  that  the  Apoftles,Prophets,and  elegant  Fathers  of 
old,  (as  Cj'prian,Bafil,N'az,tanzen,  Chryfoftome,Ambrofe » 

Hierom,  Auguftine,  Leo , Gregory  the  Great,  Chryfologus , 

Bernard,  and  fuch  other  unparaleld  Chriftian  Preach- 
ers ; that  Demofthenes , Cicero,  or  Quintilian,  the  mofl 
accomplished  Heathen  Orators  for  adion,phrafe,and 
elocution  that  the  world  hath  knowne,)  did  ever  at~ 
taine  to  their  perfedioof  Oratory  by  ading  Piayesrnei- 
D d d d d d 3 thcr 
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thcr  have  we  heard  of  any  Orators  of  latter  times  who 
hve  trod  this  unknowne  path  to  elocution,  to  per  fed 
rtjetoricke  by  ading  Playes ; yea  I have  not  read  to  my 
remembrance  of  any  one  common  Ador  or  Play-poet  , 
that  was  an  exquifite  Orator : The  ading  therefore  of 
Playes  is  but  a preposterous  Spurious  courfe,  to  traine 
up  youthes  to  an  oratoricall  grave  comely  adionor 
elocution,  who  Should  rather  be  <1 educated  intbefeare 
andnurture  of  the  Lord , in  the  Qrounds  and  Princtplet  of 
Religion,  in  the  knowledge  and  fiudy  of  the  Scriptures ; 
in  honeft  callings,  Sciences,  Arts,  imployments,  which 
might  benefit  themfelves  and  others,  then  in  penning 
or  ading  Stage-playes,  which  hath  alwayes  beene  con- 
demned as  infamous,  both  by  Chriftians  and  Pagans 
too. 

The  3.  Objedion  for  the  compofing  and  ading  of 
Playes,  is  this  : r That  they  dilucidate  and  well  explaine 
Lodge,  his  Play  many  darke  obfeure  Hiitories,  imprinting  them  in 
°mywolTs  Apo-  mens-mindes  in  fuch  indelible  Charaders,  that  they 
logy  for  Adors  caP  hardly  bee  oblitterated  : Therefore  they  are  ufe- 
accordingly,  full  and  commendable. 

tsfnfw.  i.  To  this  I anfwer  firft,  that  this  Objedion  extends 
not  unto  feined  Comedies  or  Tragedies  , which  are 
now  molt  in  ufe,  but  unto  fuch  rcall  tragical!  Hiitories 
oncly  as  are  brought  upon  the  Stage,  which  Play-poets 
and  Playersraangle,falfifie.  if  not  obfeure  with  many 
additional!  circumftances  and  poeticall  fidions  ; they 
“ Sec  M.  Goffim  doe  * not  therefore  explaine,  hut  fophifiicate,  and  deforme 
Hayes  co good  Hijlories,with  manyfalfe  varnifhes  and  Play-houfe 
toi'G  hisRz'  fboleries.  Secondly , thde  Hiitories  are  more  fully, 
furarion  of  the  more  truely  expreffed,  more  readily  and  acurately  lear- 
Apologie  for  ned  in  the  original!  Authors  who  record  them,  then  in 
Aft  or  s,  accor-  derivative  Play-houfe  Pamphlets,which  corrupt  them; 
mnSly*  all  circumftances  both  of  the  perfons,  time,  occalion, 
t See  Goff  on  his  pkce>caufe>  manner,  end,  &c.  being  commonly  truely 
Playes  confii^  r cgiflredin  the  flory,  which  are  either  c altered  or  omitted 
ted.  Afticn  a,  m the  Play.  Thirdly,  if  this  Objedion  be  true,  Hiftori- 

ans 
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ans  which  we  fo  much  magnifie  would  be  of  little  ufc 
or  worth;  we  might  then  make  wafte  paper  of  their 
voluminous  workes,  and  turne  all  the  applauded  Hi^  *Non  omnino 
dories  both  of  former  and  future  ages  into  Piayes,  P?r  hanc  turpi- 
which  better  expreffe  them  then  our  itories,and  more 
deepeiy  imprint  them  in  mens  mindes.  Ladly,  admit  difcuntur,  fed 
the  Objection  1 rue;  yet  the  Hiftories  Piayes  explaine  per  bare  verba 
would  not  doe  the  Adors  or  Spedators  haife  the  turpitudo  ifh 
good,  nor  yet  dicke  by  them  haife  fo  long, as  the*  cor-  confidently 
ruptions  that  accompany  them ; that  being  a true  rule  of 
u Aulus  Gellius.Adolefcentium  indolem  non  tamjuvant  qua  ^ f jcap.16 
bene  dicJafunt,  quam  inficimt  quafejftime.  Since  then  the  “ No&ium 
good  they  brii;  .,  to  men  is  no  way  equivalent  to  the  Attic.  l.n.c.2, 
hurt, as  * ^Auguftinc  hir:;;c|fje  long  fince  aijjrmed,  the  * ConfcQ.u 
penning  and  acting  ctdizm  cannot  be  lawfuil.  x /denim  ^Ariftotk 
magts  eft  eligeadum>cui  majus bonum,vel  minus  malum  eft  Topic,  lib  3* 
confequcnsy  as  a very  Heathen  hath  truely  taught  us.  cap,*,  fed.i  < 

The^.Obje&icn  for  the  penning  and  ading  of  Piayes  Obje/t.^ 
is  this  : That  both  oui  Vniverfi ties, and  long  continued 
cuftome  approve  them : therefore  they  are  good. 

To  this  I anfwer  firft ; that  the  Objection  it  felfe  is  Anfw.  1 , 
falfe,(ince  y both  our  Vniverfities  condemne  all  popular  y D.  Gager  in 
Enterludes,andthe  belt, the  graved;  in  our  Vniverfities,  fpJtam'dshis 
all  academicall  Stage-playes  too  : as  I have  already  ^vert*krow  ot 
prooved : Aft 6. Scene  5.^^.489.490,49  r . Secondly,  ^ 5^^*’ 
though  the  diffoiuter  & yonger  fort  in  our  Vniverfities,  * sec  here,pag. 
(being  x but  Youthes  or  Children,  voho  are  aft  to  dote  on  49  x. 
fpedacles  of  vanity,  and  unable  to  judge  of  good  or  e-  * Rom.  2.1,2, 
vii)approve  perchance  ofStage-plaies  in  their  pradife;  *,2Ij  22> 

yet  the  holieft,  the  graved  in  our  Vniverfities  con-  Magna\afeft 
demne  them  in  their  judgements,  if  not  their  pradife  conident*. 
to.  And  here  by  the  way, in  cafe  of  exam  pies, we  mud  Cicero  Orat.  3 . in 
ever  learne  to  judge  of  the  lawfuinede  or  unlawfulneffe  catijmm.Qg  0$ 
of  things,not  fo  much  by  the  adions,^  bj  the  judgements, 
and felfe -condemning  a consciences  of  men,  by  which  they'bet  ^tonitosSc 
fordo  verberecaedit,Occultumquatienteanimo  tortore  flageiLum  ? Node  dieque 
fuum  geftare  in'pedore  teftem.  Hi  funt  qui  trepidant,  & ad  omnia  yerbsra  pailent, 
Juvenal.  Satyr  a 3 . fag.  125. 
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fhall  at  ( aft  bee  judged.  There  is  never  a Drunkard, 
Whore-mafter,  Lyer,  Hypocrite,  Thicfe,  that  lives  or 
wallowesin  thefe  finnes  approving  them  as  lawfull  by 
his  corttin nail  pra&ife,  but  doth  fecretly  paffe  fentcnce 
againft  them  in  his  confidence;  As  therefore  wemufl 
nor  argue, that  drunkennes,  whoredome,adultery, lying, 
hypocrifie  and  theft  are  lawfull,  becaule  they  are  com- 
monly committed, & fometimesapplauded,ftnce  the  ve- 
ry committers  do  condemrie  them, no  more  may  we  ar- 
gue,that  the  aefting  or  beholding  of  Stagc-playes  is  law- 
ful,becaufe  Schollers  and  Vniverfity  men  do  fometimes 
aeft  and  fee  them;  fince  if  they  will  but  ferioufly  examine 
their  checking  confidences, they  fhal  linde  them  palling 
a fecret  doome  of  codemnation  againft  them,  what  ever 
3 their  praeftife  be.Thirdly,  hC^rifiians  mtifl  notlive  by  ex - 

* See  Doftor  amples,but  by  precepts : if  therefore  the  rules  of  Religion 

Rsinddi  Over-  ancj  Chriflianity  allow  them  not,  no  matter  though  the 
throw  of  whole  world  approve  them;  they  will  be  evill  & unlawhill 

pSpr .3yCS*  and  *°  miJch  the  worfe  becaufe  fo  many  juftifie 
e Hierom,  E-  them.  Laftly,admit  the  Objection  true  ; yet  c Si  au- 
pift.Sj.Tom.a.  ttoritas  qu&ritur , orbis  major  efl  urbe : The  authority 
pig.  3 1 1.  of  the  * whole  Church  of  God  from  age  to  age,  of  7 1 . 

A^-^thocow- Fathers,  5 yCouncels,  above  1 50. moderne  Chrifiian  Au- 
out  7 ’ 1 10i  °V  thors,of  ditters  Chrifiian  & Heathen  Nations  ,Magifir at  es9 

Emperouriy  States,&c.  of  40.  Heathen  Waiters,  and  of  our 

* See  hcr«,pag.  owne  Church  and  State f whocondemne  the  penning, afttng, 
4S  j,to  497.  ° <wd  feeing  of  Stage  -play  e/, is  far  greater  then  the  cuftome 
7 1 4.  to  7 1 7.  or  exemplary  Authority  (not  the  fad  and  ferious  refold 
accordingly,  tton  after  full  debate,  which  Stageplayes  never  had  as 

yet)of  both  our  Vniverfitics  :This  Objection  therefore 
is  too  light  to  fway  the  ballance  of  this  prefent  contro- 

* Quintilian,  verfie ; * Confuetudo  enimfiex  eo  quod  p/ures  faciunt  no- 

Inftit*  hi.cn  - men  accipiat  ,periculofum  dabit  exempli* , non  orationi  mo  do , 
pag.  5 6 . fey  ( Majws  efir )vita . Ergo  confuetudinem  Vivendi  vo- 

cabo  confenfam  honor  urn,  ficutfer snows,  confenfum  erudtto- 
rum.  And  thus  much  for  the  chiefe  Objections,  both  for 
the  compiling  and  afting  of  Stage-play es. 
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X for  feeing  and  frequenting  Stage-playes.  Theflrftof 
them  is  this.  .Wee  goe  to  Play-houfes  (lay  all  our 
Play- haunters)  with  no  evill  intent  at  ail:  for  recrea- 
tion fake  alone,  and  for  no  finifter  purpofe : therefore 
our  refort  to  Playes  cannot  be  evill,  becaufe  our  in- 
tentions, our  purpofes  are  not  fo. 

To  this  I might  here  reply  as  * Saint  Cyprian  did  to 
thofe  iafeivious  Virgins  whoran  to  wanton  Bathes,  as  vireinuVpaa 
(ome  doe  to  our  Bathes, to  fee  & to  be  feene,or  to  bathe  I4i.  ^ 
with  naked  men  ; and  made  this  very  obje&ion*  P'7- 
deris,  inquiry  qua  illuc  mente  quts  veniat,  mihi  tantum  re- 
ficiettdt  corpufculi  cur  a eft  dr  lavandi : To  which  bee 
gives  this  anfwer:  Non  te  pur  gat  ifta  defenftoy  nee  laf- 
civia  & petulantia  crimen  excufat-  Sordidat  lavatioifta, 
non  abluit,  nec  emundat  membra  fed  maculate  Impudice 
tu  neminem  conjptcis,fed  ip  fa  conjpiceris  impudice . Oculos 
tuos  turpi  oh  left  at  tone  non  pollute,  fed  dum  oblellas  alios 
poUueris.  Spettaculum  de  lav  aero facts  ,&c.  Theatrafunt 
fad:  or  a quo  convents,  verecundia  illic  omnis  exuitur , dc. 
but  I anfwer,  firft ; that  men  cannot  run  to  Playes  and 
Play-houfes  with  any  good  intent : For  every  intenti- 
on is  regulated  by  its  objeft,  and  if  that  be  ill,  the  in- 
tention it  felfe  cannot  bee  good.  If  a man  intend  to 
murther  another  for  any  good  or  publike  end,  the  in- 
tent cannot  be  good  becaufe  the  thing  intended,  to 
wit  the  murther,  is  evill.  d Vz,z,a  no  doubt  had  a good*  . Sam.  6.7. 
intent  (far  better  then  any  Play-haunters  have  in  flock- 
ing to  Playes  or  Play-houfes)  when  as  hee  put  forth  his 
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hand  to  ft  ay  the  -dick*’  which  was  fhaken  and  like  to  fall: 
and  jet  God  prefently  flew  him  for  it , becaufe  God  had 
forbidden  any  to  touch  it  but  the  e Priefts.  The  i Beth - 
fheemites  had  queftionlejfe  a good  intention , when  they 
tooke  downe  the  Arke  and  fried  into  it  upon  its  unexpected 
returne  from  the  Philiftins:  and  yet  God  flew  fifty  thou- 
fandthreefcore  and  ten  men  for  it ; becaufe  he  had  prohi- 
bited all  but  the  Priefts  and  Levites  to  looke  into  it. 
g Men  muft  not  doe  evill  that  good  may  come  of  it : there- 
fore they  muft  nor,  they  cannot  goe  to  Stage-playes, 
(whofe  linfulneffe  and  unlawfulnefte  I ha  ye  lufficiently 
difeovered  9 ) with  any  good  intent  ; Thefe  Playes 
themfelves  being  ill  their  good  intentions  cannot  make 
either  them, or  your  refort  unto  them,  good  & lawfuil. 
Secondly,!  anfwer,that  the  intetions,the  aymes  of  moft 
who  retort  to  Playes,  are  meerely  ill.  For  to  what  end 
doe  our  h Common  Strumpets ,Bawdes,  Panders , Adulte- 
reftes,  Adulterers  ,Whore-mafters,&c.fe<yuent  either  Playes 
or  Play-houfes,  but  for  lewde  and  fimfter  purpofes ; to  con-, 
elude  of  times,  of  places  for  their  Jhamefull  workes  of darl^- 
nejfe,to draw  others  onto ftnne,  and  to  fatiate  their owne 
ungodly  lufts  ? And  why  doe  moft  other  Spectators 
Hocke  unto  them  ; but 1 either  to gratifle  fuch  lewde  com- 
panions who  intice  them  thither  • or  to  lpend  and  pafle 
their  time  which  might  bee  better  imployed  *.  k to  fee 
and  to  befeene : to  learne  (bine  apilh  fafhions,or  antique 
complements : to-behold  fuch  or  fuch  an  obicene  or  Sa- 
tyricali  Comedie  acted  : ltolarigh  excefftvely  in  a profufe 
unehr iftianchildi ft  manner ; to  fatisfie  fome  fecret  carnad 
t In  ft  or  other,  which prtekesthemonto  Stage-playes ; orfome 
ft  range  fantaftiejue  humor  of  novalty , Vanity , ridiculous 
mirth  and  jollity ; and  the  like  ? Thefe  I dareboldly  fay 
arethechiefe,  if  not  the  onely  ends  why  men  repaire 
4 to  Stage-playes;  and  thefe  all  are  linfull : therefore  their 
intention  in  retorting  unto  Stage-playes  is  not  good. 

. Thirdly,  no  man  when  he  goes  to  fee  a Stage-play,  pro- 
pounds Gods  glory  ( which  m ough  to  be  the  utmoft  end  of 
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all  mens  allions ) for  his  end ; nor  yet  the  good  , the 
peace, the  comfort  of  his  own  and  others  foules : his  in- 
tentions therefore  cannot  be  warrantable.  Fourthly,  4 
admit  the  Objection  true  ; that  your  meanings  and 
mindes  are  good  when  you  run  to  Piayes;- yet  Bonn* 
animus  in  mala  re  dimidium  eft  malt ) as  even  n Plautus  o Pfeudolus. 
the  Comedian  writes  : your  good  intentions  make  P3g-47i* 
your  ill  adionsfar  the  worfe,becaufe  you  commit  them 
with  greater  greedindfe,  and  leffe  remorfe,  as  if  they 
were  truely  good,  at  leaft  not  ill.  Fiftly,  admit  5 
that  you  goe  to  Stage-playes  onely  for  recreation  fake : 
yet  it  will  not  follow,  that  your  refort  to  Piayes  is 
lawful! , becaufc  Piayes  themfclves  are  no  lawfull  re- 
creations. And  if  the  confequent  of  this  Objection 
bee  now  admitted  : then  men  might  by  the  felfefame 
reafon  run  to  Brothels,  Whorc-houfes,  Dice- houfes, 
Tavernes,Alehoufes,to  whore,  to  drab,  to  drink  them- 
felves  drunke,  and  caft  away  all  their  eftates  at  one°  Prov.  14,9. 
defperate  throw,  as  too  many  doe,  without  offence, un-  cap.  24.1  7 * 
der  pretence  of  recreation.  The  Scripture  therefore  iSp*Pet*  l*7>^ 
cxprelfe, 0 that  we  mu  ft  not  make  a fport  or  mocke  of  ftnne,  * 

it  being  the  objetf  P onely  of  our  godly  farrow,  and  deep-  q Ephef.^3,4, 
eft  grief  e,  not  of  our  carnall  joy  : that  we  may  not  re-  j.  Scc  Aft  3. 
create  our  felves  4 with  fcurrility,  ribaldry,  lafeivious,  Scene  1.2, 
prophaneor  amorous  interludes, but  onely  with  good  and c 1 ly 

lawful!  things,  which  are  no  Twayes  fcandalous,  or  of  ill  om*11’ 

report : therefore  we  may  not  make  Piayes  the  objed  r s*ee  Aft  6. 
of  our  Recreation,  which  were  ever  { infamous  and  un-  Scene  2.  3,4,?, 
lawful l too . Sixtly,  I anfwer,  that  mens  pretence  of  go- 
ing  to  Stage-playes  meerely  for  their  honeft  recreation, * A5m(?as' 
is  but  a falfe  furmife,  which  will  be  moft  apparant,  if  ‘ 

we  jfhall  truely  weight,  what  it  is  to  doe  a thing, onely  M/pcrijim  his 
for  honeft  Recreation,  and  what  neceflary  ingredients  Caksof  Con- 
and  circnmftances  all  lawfull  recreations  muft  have,  {5,encc-  l-3-c  4 
* Every  honeft  lawfull  Recreation  muft  have  thefe  condi-  ^ 

TA${orthbrooke  his  Trearife  of  Vaine  Piayes  and  Enterludes.  Samuel  Bird, his  Vfc 

of  the  Pleafures  of  this  prefent  life,  and  others  who  write  of  Recreations, 

Ei •***  y * ’*  * 
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tions : Firft  the  obje<ft,the  fubje<ft  of  it  muft  be  lawfull, 

* Prov.  t 4.9.  Chriftian,  and  commendable,0  not ftnfull,not  infamous ,or 

* Rom.  1 z4i  7.  prohibited  by  the  Magiftrate.$econdiy,it  mult  be  boun- 

1 Corjo  ^ed  with  due  circumltances  ofK/?/^  and  per  fans, both  of 
1 9°zo  *c S \ mHfi  of  goo  dr  e fort : in  which  all  Stage- 

. 5#J  ‘ c*  4‘I4j  playes(efpeciaily  inPiay-houfesJaredefe&ive.Thirdly, 
Jlfay  58.^13.  ic  muff  have  ail  thcfe  circumftances  of  time : Firft,  It 
c.ii4ix^i^i4.  y muft  not  bee  on  Lordf-dayes , on  times  devoted  to  Gods 
fcXhef  Z°i*/see  fpecia^  firvice9on  times  either  Jof  publike  or  private 

here  Aft  6.  CC and folemne  humiliations : nor  jet  in  times  aefigned 
Scene  xz.  & far  our  honefl  ft  tidies,  callings,  or  any  neceffary  pub  like  tn- 
Aft  7 .Scene  3.  ployments : Secondly,  it  muft  not  be  in  the  z night  faafon 
Summa  An'ge-  when  men  by  Gods  appointment,  and  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
du s* TviVlial  1 n(ttHreoH&ktto  take  their  reft, to  enable  them  the  better 
E^pofitors  on t0  duties  of  the  enfuing  day ; and  fo  much  the  rather 

the  4.  Com-  becaufe  fuch  a night-recreations  are  occaftons , if  not  pro - 
mandement,  vocations  unto  workes  of  darkenejfe*  Thirdly,  it  muft  be 

* See  here,pag.  onely  at  fuch  times  when  we  ftand  in  need  of  recrea- 
4 *74^7^7)  tions  torefreftt  our  bodies  or  fpirits : It  muft  bee  al- 

3 60’  accor-  wayes  either  after  ficknefies,  or  naturall  infirmities, 
dingly.  & Se-  or  diftempers  of  body  or  minde,  to  recover  ftrength, 
ncca  Hpiftjzz.  health  and  vigor  : oreife  after  b hone  ft  labours, ftudies, 

* Ephef  y.  1 j , imployments,in  our lawfall  callings,  to  repair e the  de- 

12^13.  om,  cayes,  to  reftefh  the  wearinejfe  of  our  bodies,  or  to  whet  the 
1 Thef.j.7.  blunted  edge  of  our  over-weaned  mindes : Fourthly,  It 
Prov.  7.  9,10,  muft  bee  c rare  and  feldome,  not  quotidian.  Fiftly,  the 
See  here,  pag.  recreation  muft  d not  be  overlong,  not  time -con fuming ; 
%6°'  . it  muft  be  onely  its  a baitetoa  traviler,  a whetting  to  a 

& ^em^ori^Sc  ^ ower  or  Carfenter>  or  as  *n  howres  fieepe  in  the  day 
ufus  occafione  time  to  a wearied  manjwe  muft  cnotfpend  whole  weekes, 
veluti  iaboris  whole  dayes,  halfe  dayes  or  nights  on  recreations , as  now 
tjuaedam  medi- 

cina  ita  ludus  adhibendus  eft.  Arifiot.Folit . /.8.c.3./ift.7.  See  Mjybeatly  his  Times 
Redemption : and  all  others  who  write  of  Recreations.  c Ecdes.  3.1  >4'  Voluptates 
commendatrarior  ufus.lKvcHtf/.StffyT.ii.p.ii  1.  d Necluhffe  pudet,fed  non  incidere 
\udum.Horat.Epifl.l.i.Epifl.i4  p,i6o.  See  M .Wbeatly  his  Times  Redemption.  & here 
p.2f4.zyy,i58.&  Aftrf.Scenei.  c Iobxi.irjixj^AmosS.i^o^.Ifay  y.iijam. 
5.y.MatfZ4,i8,zo,c.zo.^.Ifay  i6,ix.  Exod,  xo.^t 
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too  many  doe, i abundance  of  idlenejfe  in  this  kinde,  being f Ezech,  16. 
one  of  Sodomes  hainous  fihncs: Fourthly, they  muft  5 not  be 
over-coftlyorexpenftve;  but  cheape  and  obvious,  with  as  6,sccnez.ac- 
little  expence  as  may  bee . Fiftly,  they  h muft  bee  fitch  cordingly. 
as  are  luitable  to  mens  callings,  ages,  places,  [exes, con-  & M*.  Boltons 
ditions , tempers  ofbody,&c.that  being  not  lawful!  or  conve - Walking  with 
nient  in  thefe  regards  to  one , which  yet  are  and  may  bee  ^8°  ’ P’ 1 * 
commendable  in,  or fititable  to  another . The  recreations  * Se’e  $umma 
of  Princes  being  not  meet  for  Peafants  and  fo  e con - Angelica.  Tit. 
verfi;  nor  all  the  paftimes  of  theLaitie  agreeable  to  the  Ludus.  & here 
Clergie.  Sixcly,  they  mull:  be  all  directed  to  a lawful!  7i?cc?c 
end, * even  to  the  ftrengthning,  quickning  and  refrefhtng 
both  of  our  bodies  and  fptrits,  that  fo  we  may  goe  on  with  his  Times  Re- 
greater  cheer efulnejfe  in  the  duties  of  our  callings , and  in  demption,  Dr. 
the  worfhip  and  fervice  of  God , whofe  k glory  mu  ft  bee  Raino'.dt  Over- 
the  utmoft  ay  me  of  all  our  recreations.  If  our  recreations  *|irovv 
failein  all  or  any  of  thefe  circumftances,  or  if  wee  ufe  olherlseeM 
prophane  Playes  or  fports  in  Churches, in  other  facred  ^ .scene  7. 
places  devoted  to  Gods  fervice,  they  prefently  ceafe  ki  Cor*i©.30, 
to  be  lawful!  or  honeft,  and  lo  prove  linfull  pleafures. 
NowStage-playes,&  thofe  who  refort  unto  them  under  * ssce  here  ^ 
the  pretence  of  recreation,  are  defe&ive  or  peccant  in  rovvout.  3SumI 
all  or  many  of  thefe  particulars.  Therefore  they  are  ma  Angelica, 
not  ufed,  not  frequented  onely  for  honeft  recreation  Tit.Ludus-.and: 
fake.  Laftly,  admit  men  goe  to  Stage-playes  onely  to  our°wne  Ca- 
recreate  their  mindes,  and  to  refrelh  their  fpirits;  Ian-  r°nSoi5o£-  u 
fwer,  that  this  is  fo  farre  frow  juftifying  orextenua-  prohibit  K 
ting,  that  it  doth  highly  aggravate  the  execrable  viti-  Playes  m 
oufnefle  of  this  their  aeftion,  and  proclaime  them  fin-  Churches, 
ners  in  an  high  degree.  For  what  men  or  women  are 
there  who  can  make  a pi  ay, a fport,a  recreation  of  finne 
and  finfull  things ; of  ribaldry,  prophane  and  fcurrill  m 2pet, 1.7,8, 
lefts,  Adulteries,  Rapes,  Incefts,  Blafphemies,  and  fuch  see  hee*AftV, 
other  notorious  abominations,that  are  ufually  affed  on  Scene  n.& 
the  Stage,  ( m which  vex  every  righteous  foule  from  day  Chryfoftom. 
to  day,  and  grieves  it  to  the  heart,)  but  fuch  who  are 
voyd  of  grace,  of  fin-abhorring,  vice-lamenting  repen-  ac€0** 

Eeeeee  3 tance,  * 


PART.2. 


948  Hiflrio-Maflix. 

tat?ce,  and  wholy  enthralled  to  the  love,  the  fervice  of 
thcfe  finfull  luffs  and  pleafures,  which  will  plunge  them 
over  head  and  cares  into  eternal!  torments  at  the  laft  • 
“1%  5.9.  this  being  one  ofthchighelt  degrees  of lewdnefie, nfor 
Phil.  M9.  men  to  take  joy  and  pie  afar e even  in  Jinfttll  things. 

%Stb'  If  any  here  reply  inthefecond  place,  that  they  de- 

light not  in  the  fcurrilous  finfull  paffages,  fpeeches,  ge- 
ftures,  reprefentations  or  parts  in  Stage-playes,  which 
they  altogether  abhor, but  only  in  the  adion,&  in  thofe 
honefl:  Spe&acles  and  difeourfes,  which  no  man  can 
condemne. 

oAnfwer  1.  To  this  I anfwer  firft.  That  commonly  the  more 
°See  Cyprian  0 obfeene  and fcurrilous  the  Play , the  more  lafeivious  the 
'ft,*;®  is,  the  more  it  exh derates,  and  delights  the 

Scene  T&  \ * Auditors,  the  Spectators ; no  Piayes,  no  A&ors  giving 
Xft  Scene  1.  lefle  content,  tKen  thofe  that  are  mod:  free  from  Iafci- 
to  accor-  vious,  amorous,  prophane, effeminate  jefts, and  geftures, 

togly.  as  experience  and  the  premifes  witneffc.  This  very 
2 fuggeftion  therefore  is  untrue.  Secondly,  P thofe  who 
in  the  appearances  ofevill,  in  the  lively  reprefenta - 
a^Chryfoft  tionsoffmne,or  Jinf all  things,  can  never  cordially  abhorre 
Hom. 6. 7 . & the  evils, the finnes  themfelves : for  he  that  truly  loathes 
} 8<in  Matrh.  a Man,  a Toade,  a Dev  ill,  a Serpent,  (and  fo  by  confe- 
rertuiiian  De  quent,  a finne,  will  abhorre  their  very  pkTures,  and 
L^aamlus  De  re^em^^ances*  Hence  is  it  that  a Chriftian  who  detefls 
Vcro  Cultu4  j Inne, hates  <1  the  very  thoughts  and  imaginations, and  ah « 

cap4zo.accor-  fieines  fiom  all  the  appearances  of  tt  too.  Since  therefore 
dindy.  Play-haunters  delight  thus  in  the  reprefentations  of 

I J whoredome,  adultery,  and  fuch  like  execrable  crimes, 

II  /iVi  al*  nee^s  mllft  they  take  pleafure  in  thefinnes  themfelves. 

**  For,  if  men  did  cordially  detefl  thefe  finnes  as  they  pre- 

tend, the  nearer  the  reprefentations  came  unto  the  finnes 
( as  they  oft-times  come  too  neere  in:  Stage-playes, 
* Sec  Tampri*  1 even  to  the  attuall  commiffion  of  the  very  abominations 
fus  u *ba"  a^e^: J C^e  more  wou^  abhorre  them,  by  rea- 

Mimicis  adultexis  ca  cm#  folent  fimulato  fieri,  effici  ad  Yerum  Sec  All- 

ies Gellius.Noft<Attic.lib47.cap.5.  the  ftory  of  Polus. 

fon 


PART.i. 


Hifirio-Maflix. 


9 49 


fon  of  that  neere  fimilitude  they  beare  unto  the  finnes : 
but  the  more  lively  the  refemblances  of  thefe  Stage- 
lewdncfles  are,  the  greater  vicinity  they  have  unto  the 
fins  themfelves,  the  more  they  are  applauded,  admired 
1 & attor  eo peritior  quo  turpior  judicatur : therefore  they  i Cyprian  E- 
doe  not  hate,  but  love  thefe  fins  themfelves,  what  everpifUib.i,Epift, 
they  pretend.  Thirdly,  that  which  moft  Play-haunters 
deeme  nothing  elfe  but  the  reprefentationoffinne  in  the 
ading  of  Play  es, is  even  the  fin  it  felfe  in  Gods  repute  ; 
the  ading  of  an  effeminate  whorifh  part  upon  the  Stage 
in  womans  appareil,  with  amorous, womanifh  fpeches, 
geflures,kifles,coplements,dalliances  & imbracements, 
with  wanton,  unchafte,  lafcivious  glances,  nods,  and 
follicitations  unto  lewdneffe,yea  the  very  exprefTions  of 
the  ad: s of  Venery  on  the  Stage,  are  m nought  elfe  hut  mSce  Ad  $.  & 
effeminacy,  fcur  rility,  wantonneffe , whoredome  and  adult  e - thorowour, 
ry  it felfe  in  Gods  cfieeme : the  perfonating  of  a fboIes*Cp°^inS^ 
part  in  jeff,  nu  folly  and  vanity  in  good  earneft  : the  c 
0 {peaking  of  vaine  words,  the  fw earing  by  the  names  of  1I#Eccles.2. 
Fagan  Idols,  and  the  very  uttering  of  their  names, much  u2i$.c.io.i36. 
more  the  ading  of their  parts  : the  very  naming  of  for  ni-°  ^ Ad  3. 
cation  and  adu  It  ery, together  with  foolifh  talking  andjefling 
on  the  Stage,  are  nought  elfe  but  aEluaU finnes  in  Cjods  ac-^CC°  ,n^ 
count,  not  onely  in  the  Actors, but  the  * Spectators  too ; who  * Rom.i^  o. 
give  confent  unto  them  : Thofe  therefore  who  take  *Iohmi, 
pleafure  in  all  or  atw  of  thefe,  delight  not  in  the  reprer 
fentations  onely  of  finne,  but  even  in  finne  it  felfe, 
which  fhould  be  their  greateff  forrow.  Fiftly,  thefe  - 

Play-houfe  fhadowes,  and  counterfeit  refemblances  of 
evill,  are  a ready  mcanes  to  enamour  men  with,  to  in- 
fcarethcm  in  the  very  finnes  themfelves,  P as  the  Fa- ? Scc 
thers  and  premifes  witneffe:  If  then  Play-haunters  deteft  scene 
thefe  finnes, why  doe  they  not  likewife  <1  hate  the  very  & Ad  6.  tho- 
reprefentations  ofthem,which  are  a beaten  rode5aftrongrovvout* 
allurement  to  thefe  finnes  themfelves?  Certainely, q \TKh^'2V 
their  little  care  to  avoy d the  one,  bewrayes  their  love,  ^3 
their  little  deteifation  of  the  other.  Sixtly,  whereas5""  ’<5 
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fome  objed,  that  they  hate  all  fcurrilous,  filthy,  amo- 
rous parts,  difeourfes,  pafiages,  Paitorals,  jefts,  and  ge- 
stures in  thePlayes  they  goe  to,  approving  none  but 
chafte,  but  modeft  reprefentations,  pafiages,  Ipeeches  : 
To  this  I anfwer.  That  as  few  Play-haunters,l  dare  fay, 
can  fpeake  this  ferioufly  from  his  hearts : foit  is  but  an 
i idle  falfe  furmife.  For  firft,  every  man  who  reforts  to 
Playes,  comes  with  a refolution  to  heare  and  fee  the 
whole  Play  afted,  not  one  particular  Scene  or  A<ft:  he 
refolves,  not  this  before  hand  with  himfelfe,I  will  one- 
ly  fee  and  heare  this  A<ft,  this  Scene,  this  Part;  but  I 
will  debarre  mine  eares,  mine  eyes  from  all  the  reft, 
becaufe  I deceit  their  lewdnefle  : no  man  goes  thus 
pre-refolvedto  a Play;  he  comes  not  therefore  with 
an  intention  to  abhor  its  lewdndTc,  but  to  approve  the 
i whole.  Secondly*  few  Play-haunters  (that  I fay  not 
any,  I meane  in  point  of  confidence,  though  many  doc 
it  out  of  lafeivioufnefie  and  lull)  inquire  before  hand  of 
the  Play,  whether  it  be  fcurrilous  or  obfcene  ? whe- 
ther there  be  any  prophanefle,any  le wde  partsor  paffa- 
gesinit?  whether  it  bee  fuch  a one  as  they  may  be- 
hold with  a fafe  confciencc  ? whether  there  bee  any 
lewde  ungodly  perfons  who  refort  unto  it,  &c.  but 
they  run  head-long  to  it  without  thefe  premifed  Que- 
ries : Thofe  therefore  who  make  no  fuch  confcionabie 
* , f . inquiries  of  the  uniawfull  parts  and  pafiages  of  Playes 

^ 1CrC'4  before  they  refort  unto  them, can  * hardly  deteft  them 
- when  they  come.  Thirdly,  he  who  truely  abhors  the 
lewde  fcurrill  parts  and  finfuil  parfages  of  Playes,  will 
•Sec Rev.i8.4« chufe  rather  to*avoyd  the  whole  Play  for  the  evill 
1 Cor.6.i6y  parts  and  particles  which  defile  the  whole ; (as  every 
l8*  man  is  apt  to  flie  thofe  Cities  that  are  but  in  part  in- 
ay  y *.i  *«  fe&c<i  with  the  plague,  and  to  efehue  thofe  fwcet  con- 
ferves  and  wholfome  potions  that  are  contempercd 
with  a little  poyfonj  then  to  behold  the  evill  parts 
though  with  deteftation*  that  he  may  injoy  the  plea- 
fiirc  of  the  good ; there  being  more  danger  of  finne,  of 
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corruption  by  the  one,  then  hope  of  any  reall  benefit 

or  contentment  from  the  other.  Laftly,  every  Play-  * 

haunters  xpre fence  at  the  whole  entire  Play,  and  his  con - * SeeChryfo- 

tribution  to  the  tA ft  or s for  flaying  of  the  whole,  is  ano - ftom.  Horn.  6. 

tor  torn  approbation  of,  an  unavoydable  affent  unto  the 

whole,  in  (yods,  if  not  in  wens  efteeme , who  will  thence  accorclia§ 

conclude  that  they  confented  to  and  tooke  pleafure  in 

the  whole.  Let  no  Play-haunters  therefore  any  longer 

cheat  thefelves  or  others  with  thefe  dilufory  falfe  pre- 

tences,which  have  neither  truth  nor  fubftance  in  them: 

but  quite  abandon  Playes  and  Play-houfes,notwithftan- 

ding  thefe  evafions  which  wil  not  help  them  in  the  day 

of  Judgement.  And  thus  much  for  the  firft  Obje&ion, 

The  2,  Obje&ion  or  pretence  for  feeing  Stage-  Ob  eft.  2 . 
playes  is  this : That  it  fervcs  to  pafie  away  mens  idle 
time,  which  would  elfe  perchance  be  worfe  imployed. 

To  this  I anfwer  firft;  That c therefore  it  is  evillbe - Anfw . 1 . 
caufe  it  thus  confumes  mens  pretious  time  which  J ho  aid  bee  * Sec  Ad  6. 
better  imployed,  either  in  pnblike  or  private  duties  of  piety  Scene  i. 
and  devotion,  or  elfe  in  fome  honefl  ftudies , callings,  or  im - 
ploy  went  s for  the  pubhkegood . Secondly,  there  is  no  man  2 
• who  hath  fo  much  vacant  time,  that  he  needs  to  run  to 
Playes,  to  Piay-houfcs,  to  wafte,  to  poaft  away  his  idle 
houres.  Alas, we  all  complaine  withc  Seneca  and  others, t De  Brcvitatc 
Ars  longa,  vita  brevis ; that  our  ftudies,  our  profeffions  Vitae,  cap,  1 , 
are  long,  our  lives  exceeding  fhort  and  fwift ; and  fhall 
wee  then  adde  wings,  adde  fpurs  of  life-confuming 
pleafures  of fin  to  our  few  winged  dayes,to  make  them 
fiie  away  with  greateft  hafte  and  worfer  fpeed,  as  if 
we  had  too  much  life  ? u Our  time  is  too  too  fwift  already; 
it  runnes  whiles  wee  fit  fill ; it  is  alwayes  flying  more  pfil.10  ^ * * 
fwift  then  any  poafi, whiles  we  are  eat ing,dr inking,  fleeping,  pfal.  144.  4. 
p laying,  and  thwke  not  of  its  hafte : yea  fo  fwift  winged  Ifay  40.6.1am. 
is  it  %ubi  per  luxum  ac  negligent iam  defluit,ubi  nulla  rei  4*i4«See  Ad  6 
bona  impenditur,  ut  quod  ire  non  intelleximus  praterijffe  *C|^eca  De 
fentimus  ; that  whiles  we  wafte  it  thus  on  Playes  and  Br'evit.  Vitae, 
fports,  it  is  pad  and  gone  before  we  difeerne  it  move.  Iib.cj.a,ii,i  z, 
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And  iliall  we  then  bee  l'o  de  fpcratdy  prodigall  of  our 
lives,  our  rich  and  peercielie  houres,  as  to  plot,  to  ftudy 
bow  to  paife  them  quite  away  with  more  celerity,  and 
farre  Idler  fruit  ? Certainely  if  we  would  but  ferioufly 
r Seneca  De  confider  and  perufe  that  elegant  Tread fe  of  an )'  Heathen, 
^Sen-Ti^ft  * Jhortnejfe  of  life , or  this  memorable  fpeech  of 
jXIlvU  "P1  * hisz  f)uotidiemorimur,quotidie  emm  demitu’' aliqua pars 
vita,  & tunc  quo  fa  cam  nefcimus  vita  decrefcit . Infants - 
am  amifimus , deinde  pueritiam,  deinde  adolefcentiam , uff^ 
adheflernumquicquid  transit  temp  or  is  perit.  Huncipfum 
quem  agimus  diem^etiam  cum  morte  dividimus  ,&c.  If  we 
would  with  all  remember  the  end  for  which  God 
»Prov.i6^.  made  us;  to  wit,  2to  doe  his  fervice ; b to  finifh  the  werke 
Rcv,4.i  i.  which  he  hath  given  us  to  doe ; c and  to  paffe  the  time  of 
2 Tim  1 7 8 °Hr  J[itttage  here  in  hisfeare : Or  the  caufe  for  which 
r Pct.^47.'  olir  buffed  baviour  redeemed  us,  d That  we  might ferve 
d Luk, 1-74375,  him  in hohnejfe  and righteoufnejfe  before  him  all  the  dayes 
« Rom. 14, 7, 8 , of  our  lives : e that  we  fhouldno  longer  live  tootrr  [elves  bur 
unto  him  alone, and  that  living  and  dying  we  might  be  his.  If 
we  would  further  ferioufly  ponder  how  many  holy  du- 
ties we  have  every  day  to  performe  towards  God;how 
many  graces,  and  degrees  of  grace  we  want ; how  ma- 
ny daily  finnes  andluftswe  have  to  lament  and  mortife; 
ISc£  i how  many  offices  of piety,  of  charity,  of  courtcfie, 

h.is  du“  duty  and  civility  wee  have  to  exercife  towards  our 
BtaCOn9  his  Ca-  * dves^our  friends,our  neighbours ,our  families,our  ene- 
techifme.part  mies,as  we  are  men,  or  Chriftians,  in  all  thofe  feverall 
^foi.487^0  relations  wherein  wee  ftand  to  others  : confldering 
. withall  what  time  we  ought  to  fpend  upon  our  IawfuII 
7mfcit  & plan-*  ca^n£s>  upon  the  care  and  culture  of  our  foules  * which 
OIt  Cui  vacat  dr?  then  mofl  negtetted,  when  as  our  bodies  axe  mofl pampe- 
cultum  praeci-  red , mofl  adorned ; all  which  are  fufficient  to  mono- 
cf*  vc  ft  is  in-  polizeeven  all  our  idle  dayes  & more.  And  if  we  would 
dtiere}nedin-  adde  to  ^5  ^epe  commands  of  Godr  Exod . 

dumentum  ’ 

Chrifti  quodperdidit  cogitare  ? accipere  preciofa  ornaments  & monilia  elabo- 
rata,  needivim  & casleftis  ornatus  damna  deflerc  ? Cyprian  DeLayfts.^ag.^}.  Sec 
Chryfoftom,Hom.8,  in  1 Tim,  accordingly. 
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2o. 9-  Stxe  dayes  8 [halt  thott  labour  and  doc  all  thy  worke ; 6 vVhich  prc  - 
Cjeit.  3.19.  /« the  [went  of  thy  face  [halt  thou  eaie  bread  till 
thou  returne  unto  the  ground : (a  curfe,a  precept  layd  on  j}oa  to  j3[,our> 
all  mxnkinde.)Ephef.yi  5,1 6 See  thatyee  walke circum-  as  fome  cx- 
JpeStly,not  asfooles  but  at  wife,  redeeming  the  time,becaufe  plame  it, but 
the  dayes  are  evill:  2.Thef.  3. 10, 1 1,12, 1 3, 1 4. 

whenwe  were  with  you  this  we  commanded  you,  that  if  any  command/sec 
would  not  worke, neither  fhouldhe  eate.  For  we  heave  there  Thomas  Beacon, 
are fome  (and  O that  we  did  not  now  lieare  of  many  his  Cate- 
iuch  among  us)  which  rvalue  among  you  diforderly,  not  chifm^toi.^j 
working  at  all,  but  are  buf  e-bodies.  Now  them  that  are 
fuch  wee  command  and  exhort  by  our  Lord  Jefus,  that  cc ptufcertium. 
with  cjuietneffe  they  worke  and  eate  their  owne  bread,  not  cap,  14.  G or  ran, 
being  weary  in  well  doing,  osLndif  any  obey  notour  Word  Lyra,  RHabanu* 
by  this  Epiftle  note  that  man,  and  have  no  communion  with  Mauri'j,KB.B<z- 
him , that  he  may  be  afhamed.  Did  we,  1 lay,  conlider  all 
this,  or  did  we  remember,  how  narrow,  fleece,  and  dip-  Dpci^  Lal ^ ancl 
ficultthe  way  is  unto  Heaven,  and  what  paines  all  thofe  others  on  the 
muft  takywho  meaneto  climbe  up  thither ; We  fliould  4.Commmde- 
then  fpeedily  difcover,  how  little  caufe  men  have  to 
run  to  Stage-playes  to  pafle  away  their  idle  houres,  3n‘ 

which  flie  away  fo  fpeedily  of  themfelves.  But  fup-  qu^ducirnd 
pofe  there  are  any  fuch  (as  alas  our  idle  age  hath  too  vitam  ^ durus 
too  many,)  who  though  they  are  loath  to  die,  (as  all  & whins  li- 
wenfhould  be  * willing  to  depart  who  have  finifhedor  fur-  mfs  tendit 
vived  their  worke, or  elfe  want  good  imployments,)  yet  Noneft  Td 
h they  have  fo  much  idle  time,  that  they  know  not  how  to  imgnafacilis 
Jpend,  J landing  allthe  day  idle,  like  thofe  lazy  Loyterers , afcenfus.Quem 
Matth#20. 1 .to  8.  even  for  want  of  worke ; or  loytring  fudorem  per- 
abroad  like  dur  common  Vagrant  Sturdy -beggers, not  fo  Pc[tmiur->  4ueH1 
much  becaufe  they  cannot,  but  becaufe  they  will  not  cLamurafcen- 
worke;  let  all  fuch  idle-Bees  know,  that  Chrift  Iefus  dere  colies  & 
their  Lord  and  Af after  hath  a V Ineyard  in  which  they  may  vet  tices  mon- 
and  ought  to  jpend  their  ttme ; he  hath  ftore  of  imploy-  tium>  qHlc* ut 
ments  for  them  though  themfelves  have  none,  even  afcendanaus  .ad 

cseium?  Cyprtan 

TeHabit.Virgpag.1z4.  * Ioh.i7.*AAa.i3.36JLuLi.a£,i7,i8,a9,$o,aTim. 
4.^,7, 3.  h See  Seneca  De  Brevkate  Vitae  ,cap.  1.1,0.  tola, 
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enough  to  take  up  all  the  vacant  houres  of  their  lives. 
When  therefore  any  Play-haunters  or  others  have  fo 
much  idle  time  that  they  know  not  how  to  beftow 
it,  let  them  prefently  ftep  into  the  Lords  Vineyard-,  let 
them  repair  e to  Sermons,  and  fuch  other publtke  exercifes 

* Ifay  z.jji.  of  Religion ; calling  upon  one  another  and  faying, h Come 

and  let  us  go  e up  to  the  mount  ame  of  the  Lord , to  the  houfe 
of  the  God  oflzcob}andhec  will  teach  us  his  way es , and 
we  will  walk?  in  his  pathes  : or  eife  betake  themfelves 
to  their  owne  private  prayers  and  devotions  : Let 
^Deut«6. 5,  to  them  i read  the  Scriptures  3or  fome  other  pious  Bookes, 
Iohn'j.Vpf ' ’ which  may  inftrud:  them  in  the  wayes  of  godlineffe : 
A Its  17. 11,  k or  fing  ‘Tf dimes, and  Hymnes,and  Jpirituall  Songs  to  yod: 
k fiphef.  y. 19,  let  them  ferioufly  1 examine  their  owne  confciences, hearts 
io.Col.$.i6.  an£{  iiVes  ? fry  tJoe  facred  Touch-flone  of  Gods  Word;  let 
1 Corent*5i8°*  t^ieni  1X1  hew  ay  le  their  owne  originall  corruption , with  all 
m ier/^  1*9  * their  attuall  tranfgrejjlons , and  fue  eameflly  to  God  for 
18,1,9*.  Zach.  pardon  for  them;  let  them  labour  n after  all  the  graces 
1 u io,  11.  and  degrees  of  grace  which  yet  they  want , and  bee  ever 
Rom.  7 24.  adding  to  thofe  graces  which  they  have:  let  them  0 re- 
10  cT*l'*8t0  neW  t^>etr  vowes  an<^  covenants  with  (yod,  and  walke  more 

0 ier^o.4,/  clofely , more  exattly  with  him  every  day  : let  them  mule 

P fa  1.6 1 ,8.  P and  meditate  on  God , on  all  his  great  and  glorious  worses 

Mal.5.16.  andattributes ; on  Chrift  and.  all  his  fufrrings;  on  the 
PCil.  7 holy  Ghoft  and  all  his  graces  ; on  the  Word  of  God  and  all 

PfaTi  ^Pf.I  *ts precepts,  promt fes,  threatnings;  on  Heaven  and  ever - 
tkorewout.  Pfl  lajiinghappinejfe  : on  Hell  and  all  its  torments ; on  linne 
6 3.6.  Pul.77.  an^  all  the  miferies  that  attend  it : <1  on  their  owne  frailty 

1 s-.Pfal.i  19. 1 y andmortality ; on  the  r vanity  of  all  earthly  things ; on 
2M8j78.Pfai.,  the  day  of  death  and f judgement,  which  Jhould  be  atwayes 
q Deut  - *n  their  thoughts ; and  on  a thoufand  fuch  like  particu- 

* See UEccles.i!  hrs,  on  which  they  fhould  imploy  their  mindes  and 

1 vacant  houres.  If  men  will  but  thus  improve  their  idle 

G Cor.  y.  i o,  time  which  now  they  wafte  on  Playes  and  fuch  like 

" vanities.  ( which  E onely  treafure  up  wrath  unto  their 
Sce°Part  */ Ad  fogies.  againfl  the  day  of  wrath,  and  plunge  them  deeper 
i. Scene  19.10.  into  HUladaftJ  what  benefit,  what  comfort  might 

they 
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they  reape?  their  idle  vacant  feafons  would  then  prove 
the  comfortable!} , the  profitable!}  of  all  others,  and 
bring  them  in  a large  returne  of  grace  here,  of  glory 
hereafter.  Let  us  therefore  henceforth  labour  to  im- 
prove our  caft,  our  leifure  times  to  our  eternall  advan- 
tage ab  hoc  exiguo  & caduco  temp  or  is  tranfitu,in  ilia 

nos  tot o demus  ammo,  qua  immenfa  qua  dtterna  [tint,  qua  *** 
cum  melioribus  commuma . Hac  nobis  dabunt  ad  aterni - 
tatem  iter,  & ms  in  ilium  locum  ex  quo  nemo  eijciet,fuble - 
nabunt  : hac  una  ratio  eft  extendenda  mortalitatis , imo^in 
immortalitatemvertcnda : and  then  we  need  not  run  to 
Mafques,  to  Playes,  or  Play-houfes  to  pafie  away  our 
time.  Laftiy,  I anfwer,  That  men  cannot  be  worfe  im- 
ployed  then  in  hearing  or  beholding  Stage-playes,  Ni- 
hil  enim  tam  damnofum  bonis  moribus  , qudm  in  aliquo 
SpeElaculo  defidere  : tunc  enim  per  voluptatemfacilms  vi- 
tia  furrepunt.  It  was  u Seneca  his  refolution  to  his  friend  u £e»eca  Epifh 
Lucilius,vjhtn  he  requeued  his  advice,  what  thing  hee 
would  have  him  principally  to  avoyd ; and  it  may  be  a fa- 
tisfadory  anfwer  to  this  Objection.  For  ho  w can  men 
be  vvorfe  imployed,  then  in  hearing,  feeing,  learning 
all  kinde  of  vice,  of  villany,and  lewdnefie  whatfoever  ? 
then  in  depraving  both  their  mindes  and  manners,  and 
treafuring  up  damnation  to  their  foules  ? K This  is  the  * See  Part  j . 
onely good  imployment , that  our  Play -haunters  have  at  6%  t*10” 
Playes  , which  is  the  worft  of  any.  This  Objedion  rovvout* 
therefore  is  but  idle* 

The  3.  Objection  which  Play-frequenters  make  for  Objett,  3. 
the  feeing  of  Playes,is  this.  That  the  frequenting  of 
Stage-playes  (as  their  owne  experience  witnefleth,) 
doth  men  no  hurt  at  all : it  neither  indifpofeth  them  to 
holy  duties,  nor  inticeth  them  to  lu!}  or  lewdnefie:  y Verum  ut 
therefore  it  is  not  ill.  An  Objedion  made  in  y Chryja-  abfurdam  in- 
ftomes  time,  as  well  as  now . venias  tuorum 

To  this  I anfwer  firft;  that  Play-haunters  are  no  fPe^aculornm 

quibus  fufpen- 

fus  inhias  excuf?.tionem,dicis  te  utilitatcm  capere  ex  his  ex  quibus  jaduram  patens 
irrecuperabilem,  Horn.  1 <Dc  Verbis  .C0/.1 284.^ 
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meete  judges  in  this  cafe,  becaulc  moft  of  them  being 

* Eph.z.r^jj.  yet2  in  theftate  offinne  and  death,  are  altogether  fence- 

Sec  Parc  1.  leffe  of  the  growth  and  progrefie  of  their  corruptions,  of 

which  they  take  no  notice.  -Excellent  to  this  purpofe 
is  thatfpeech  of1  Seneca.  fjuare  vitia  fua  nemo  confite - 
tur  ? Quia  el  iam  nunc  tn  Hits  eft.  S omnium  narrate,  vigt- 
lantis  eft  ; & vitia  fua  con f ten,  fanitatis  indicium  eft . 
E: vp ergi fca mur  ergo,  ut  errores  noftros  coarguere  poffimus . 
Stage-  haudters  are  for  the  molt  part  lulled  alleepe  in 
the  DaliUes  iappe  of  thefe  linfuli  pleafures,  yea  they 
are  quite  dead  in  linnes  and  trelpalTes;  their  b eyes  are 
fo  blinded,  that  they  will  not  fee , their  hearts  fo  hardned 
that  they  cannot  difeerne,  their  ccnlciences  lo  cauterized 
that  they  never  lerioufly  behold  nor  yet  examine  the 
execrable  filthineflfe,  greatnelfe,  multitude,  growth,  or 
daily  increafe  of  their  beloved  linnes  and  lulls ; no  mar- 
vaile  therefore  if  they  adirme  this  falfehood ; that 
2 they  receive  no  hurt  at  all  from  Stage-playes.  Second- 
ly, every  man  (efpecially  cbofe  who  were  never  tho- 
rowly  humbled  for  their  linnes,  as  few  Play-frequcn- 
c Male  verum  ters  are,)  is  zc  corrupt,  apartiall , andfo  an  unfitting 
examinat  om  - judge, in  his  owne  caufe.  As  therefore  men  inordinary 
mscorruptus  'differences,  referre  the  cenfure  and  determination  of 
Serm^  T^atr  t^icir  owne  cau^es  t0  indifferent  Arbitrators  who  are 
z,pag< 199. no  wayes  ingagedin  their  fuits,  declining  their  owne 
particular  dilations  to  avoyd  all  partiality ; it  being  a - 
d Se&.an. lx.gainft  reafon  (as  d M* .Littleton  and  our  Law-booses 
H.4.8.B1 .Lccteteach  tss,)  that  any  man  fhould  be  the  Judge  of  his  owne 
a 7*H 6 1 L°i caufe'  ^ras  e -Ariftotle  writes  of  Phy  ft ctans,  that  they 
£ ^1  '^fl'^l’nfe  thehelpe  of  other  Phy  ft  ctans  in  their  owne  fteknefie,  be - 
8 .£.3, 2. a.  caufe  they  cannot  difeerne  the  true  touch  of  their  owne 

• Polit.  lib4j.  difeafes  by  reafon  of  their  diftentyer : the  lame  fhould 
«pU2.  our  play-haunters  doe  in  this  particular;  referre  the 

examination  of  the  hurt  they  receive  from  Playes  and 
Play-houfes  unto  others,  who  are  impartiall  judges; 


f Epilfi.c«3.j.  but  not  unto  themfelves,  whom  felfe-love  makes  too 
^ partial!.  Thirdly,  X anfwer  with  S*Hierom;  * Tunc 
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maxime  oppngnarts , ft  te  oppngnari  nefcis . Adverfarins  no- 
ficr,tanquam  Ico  rngiens,  aliquem  dev  or  a?  e q nitre  ns  cir - 
enmity  CT  tupacem  put  as?  Sedet  inmftdijs;  infidiatur  in 
occult  o ; & tH  firondof t arbor  is  t eft  us  umbracnlo , modes 
fomnos  futures  prada,  carpts  ? Inde  me  perfeqnitnr  Inxnria, 
inde  compellit  libido , ut  habitantem  in  me  Spiritism  f anil  urn 
fngem,nt  templnm  e\us  violem:  perfeqnitnr , mqnam,  me 
hoftis,  cut  nomina  mi  lie , rmlle  nocendi  artes ; & ego  infaiix 
vtttorem  me  pntabo,  dnm  capior ? In  illo  aftu  Charybdis 
luxuria  faint em  vorat . Ibi  ore  vtrginco  ad  pndicitia  per - 
petranda  nanfragia , Scjlla  fen  rent  dens,  libido  blanditnr . 
Hicbarbarnmlitm,hic  Viabolns  pyratacnmfocqs  portae 
vincula  capiendis.  Nolite  credere,  nolite  effefecuri.  Licet 
in  modum  ftagnifnfnm  aqnor  arride at, licet  vix  fnmma  in- 
vent is  elements  jpiritn  terga  crijpentnr : magnos  hie  cam- 
pus montes  habet  \ intus  inclnfnm  efi  pericnlnm,  intns  eft 
hoftis, expedite  rudentes0vela fujfrendite  ; tranqmlhtas  ifta 
tempeftas  eft.  Stage-players  and  Play-haunters  are  com- 
monly moll:  dangeroufly  corrupted  by  the  Piayes  they 
ad  and  fee, when  as  they  are  lead  fenfible  of  their  hurt  $ 
yea  their  oft  refort  to  Piayes  and  Play-houfes  which 
perchance  did  fomewhat  gall  their  confciences  at  the 
fird,  hath  made  them  fenceiede  of  their  mifehiefe  at 
the  lad.  iVnlnere  vetnfto&  ncgletto  callus  obducitur,  & S Bernard.  De 
eo  tnfanabileqno  infenfi bile  fit*  Solum  eft  cor  durum  quod  ^onfidcratio- 
femetipfum  non  exhorret  quia  nec  fentit,  I fhall  there-  nc*bb*i<c.J- 
fore  fhut  up  this  reply  with  that  of  h Bernard,  which  1 De  Confide- 
would  wifh  all  uniamentingPlay-haunters  &finners  to  rationed  «2%c.i. 
confider  *Scio,longtus  d faint  e ab ft  ft  ere  membrnm  qnod  oh . 
ftnpuit,&  agrum  fefe  nonfentientem,pericnlofins  labor  are. 

Fourthly,  the  hurt  men  receive  from  Stage-playes,  is  4 
like  the  growth  oftheir  bodies,  it  increafeth  by  cer- 
taine  infenfibie  degrees,  fo  that  it  is  hardly  difeerned 
whiles  it  is  growing,  till  time  hath  brought  itto  matu- 
rity. 1 Nemo  repent e fit  wpififimus : is  as  true  as  ancient,  i Iu venal. Sa- 
No  man  becomes  extreamely  v it  ions  on  afndden,  but  by  tyr  2«pag. 1 u 
unfenfible  gradations,  and  fo  doe  Play-haunters  too, 

even. 
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even  by  thofe  feeds  of  vice  which  Stage-piayes  fow 
k Epifl. and  nourifh  in  them.  What  k Seneca,  writesof  the 
See  Oforius  dc  difeourfes  of  lewde  companions  ; Horum  fermo  mul- 
tHm  n()cet Nametiam  [tnou  flatim  officit>  femina  in  ant- 
9 1 6 i n Th*  mo  re^inclHlt  » fcquiturc^  nos  etiam  cum  ab  illis  difeejfen- 

m argent-, accor-  mHS  refurretturumpofted  malum.  The  fame  may  I truely 


dingly, 
i<5,  &c. 


write  of  Piayes ; whofe  evill  fruits,  like  * tares  that  are 
buried  under  ground, are  oft  concealed  for  a time,  til! 
at  lad  they  bud  forth  by  degrees,  and  come  to  peifeft 
ripenefie  ; and  then  they  are  abvious  unto  all  mens 
view.  No  wonder  therefore  if  Play-haunters  difeo- 
ver  not  the  hurt  they  receive  from  Piayes,  becaufe  it 
creepes  thus  on  them  by  imperceptible  gradations, 
though  fader  upon  fome  then  others.  But  albeit  Play- 
haunters  feele  no  hurt  at  fird,  ( no  more  then  thofe  who 
drinke  downe  poyfon  in  a fugered  cup , which  yet 
proves  fatall  to  rhem  at  the  lad,  though  it  werefwect 
and  lufeious  for  the  prefent,)  yet  when  terrors  of  con- 
fcience,  death,  and  judgements,  when  erodes  and  aifli- 
<flions(hall  thorowly  awaken  them ; when  God  fhall 
£et  all  their  dnnes  in  order  before  them,  or  bring  them 
by  his  grace  and  mercy  to  fincere  repentance,  then  they 
Aft  6. Scene  1 i.fhall findeand  know  it  to  their  griefe  (as  fundry 1 penitent 
14,18,19,10.  T layers  and^T lay -haunters  have  done  before  them,)  that 
&pag,£i°.  Stage-playes  have  done  them  hurt  indeed,  Fiftly, 
J Stage-playes  have  exceedingly  m depraved,  corrupted 
Aft^  Scene  * mAnJ  Spectators  from  time  to  time,  and  drawne  them  on 
^ j *g to.  t0  divers  Jinnes,  which  have  even funke  their  foules  to  Hell ; 

as  the  premifes  largely  tedifie : And  can  any  then  think 
to  efcape  all  danger.even  where  they  have  feene  fo  ma- 
ny perifh  ? Can  any  man  red  fecure  where  multitudes 
*De  sineulari-  have  mifearried  ? What  n S.  Cyprian  therefore  writes 
tace  Cierico-  in  a like  cafe,  that  foall  I here  commend  to  Stage-haun- 
rum.  Traft.  ters.  aid vos  nunc  mea  exhortatio  convertitur,  quos  no - 
Tom,  1.  p.  1 9 9.  lHmus  experiri  tali  a pracipitia  ruin  arum.  Met  Hite  quan- 
tum potefiis  ejufmodi  cafus  exitia • Et  tn  tfia  fubverfione 
labentium  vos  expermenta  perterreant,  Nimium  praceps 

efi 
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efi  quit  ran  fire  contendit , ubi  alinm  conjpexerit  cecidijfe, 

& vehementer  infienis  eft  cut  non  incut  it  ur  timor  alio  pe- 
rfume. A mat  or  vero  eft  [a  tut  is  fua  qui  evitat  alien a 
wort  is  incur  [urn-,  & tpfe  eft  provides  qui  fo  licit  us  fit  cladi- 
bus  caterer  urn.  dverfa  eft  confident  ia  quapericulis  vi- 

tam  fuam  pro  certo  commendat ; & lubrica  Jpes  eft  qua  in- 
terfoment  a peccati  falvari  fe  fperat . Incerta  Victoria  eft, 
inter  boftilia  arma  pugnare ; & impojjibilis  liber at  io  eft 
fiammis circundari,  nec  ardere ; quod0  Solomon  non ne gat,  ° Pro/ ,6, 
dicens . Quis  alligabit  in  finufuo  ignem , v eft  intent  a autem 
fua  non  cvmburet  ? Credit e qua fo  vos,  credits  divrna  fidei 
quinimo  pirn  qudm  no  first.  ‘Difficile  quis  venenum  bibet  & 
vivet : verendum  eft  dormienti  in  ripa , ne  cadat , cum  dicat 
Apoftolus,  P Qui  ft  put  at  ft  are  vide  at  ne  cadat . In  hac  * i Cor.xo. 
parte  expedit plus  bene  t truer e,  qudm  male  fidere.  £t  uti- 
lius  eft  infirmum  fe  homo  cognofcat > ut  fort  is  exiftat ; 
qudm  fortis  videri  velit , ut  infirmus  emergat.  Sixtly,  5 
all  Play-haunters  receive  much  hurt  from  Stage*playes 
* what  ever  they  pretend : For  fir  ft,  thcfe  Playes  enflame  <1  Iaftant  & 
their  lufts,  ingender  unchaft  affections  in  their  foules;  gcftiuat  fc  ob- 
mifpend  their  mony  and  time,  indifpofe  them  to  Gods  tinuiffc  tUforcs 
fervice  & fincere  repentance,  by  int  hralling  them  in  the  <JU0S  m,aS"  u‘* 
guilt  of  fundry  other  mifchiefes,  as  I have  'tlfervhere  'jebueram.1''  ~ 
largely prooved.  Secondly,  it  makes  them  guilty  of  all  Bernard.epijl 
the  finnes  thac  are  either  acted  or  committed  at  the  17*  fiLm. 
Play-houfe;  of  all  the  Play-poets, all  the  Actors  wicked- c A&  6 • 
neffc  which  they  maintaine  and  cherifh  both  with rovvout‘ 
their  purfes  and  prefencc.  A fearefull  mifehiefe. 
tjfiam  qui  alios  peccare  feccrit,  mult  os  fecum  pracipitat 1 De  Gubema- 
in  mortem,  & necejfe  eft  ut  fit pro  t antis  reus, quantos fecum tione  Dei  1-4, 
traxerit  in  ruinam ; as  Salvian  well  obferves.  Thirdly,  P^I^!cy*Sec 
your  very  contribution  unto  Players  for  their  Playes  lcre  4x7  * 
and  action  if  Saint  c Auguftine  and  others  may  be  ere- 1 scs  Ad  6. 
dited,  is  a very  great  and  hainous  finne',  of  which  every  Scene  z.  pa?. 
Play -haunter  is  guilty'  And  is  it  not  the  greateft  hurt 
that  can  be,  to  be  guilty  of  an  hainous  finne,  which  fub-  *o7  l,o 
jects men  to  Gods  curfe  and  vengeance  here,  and  to  05  7' 
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q ctcrrtali  torments  hereafter  ^nEourtidy*  your  very ex- 
ample in  frequenting'  Piayes  and  Piay-houfes,  as  it  is 
u Prorfus  dif-  u fiandalous  and  offenfive  to  Gods  Church, Gods  Saints, 
yl  ice  tin  pul-  K HnyeCeeminq  the  Cofpeilof  Chnfl>  fo  it  is  a meanes 
pore  non  folu  to  harden  vitious  Piay-hatmters,to  encourage  and  draw 
morbus  fed  & on  many  Spectators  unto  Stage-piayes,  who  are  pol- 
nxva s.Bermnl,  luted,  vitiated,  and  made  worl'e  by  them : whofe  fins 
Epift.z49.fol.  certainely  be  put  on,yotir,as  well  as  on  their  (cores 
* Dece^  chri-  at  w^oj^e  wde  example  was  the  originall  occafion 
ftianum  non  both  of  their  finne  and  hurt.  ^ I iliall  therefore  cloze  up 
folum  habere  this  reply  with  that  of  * \ (glory foftoint ; to  thole  who 
vitx  fanitatem,  made  this  very  objection:  Sed  ego , inquies,  oftendani, 
ted&  ^ uihil  multis  hujufimodi  ludos  obfuiffe : immoveroidmaxi - 

me  n0cep>  fruftra  & incaffum  tempos  confumis , & 
106.  b.  ' fcmdalum  alps  offers.  \ Mam  etfi  tu  quodam  excel fi  an  inn 
y Homil.  5 8. in  robore,  nihil  inde  tibi  malt  contraxijfi : attamen  qkoniam 
Matth.T  om.z.  alios  imbed  Hi  ores  exemplo  tui  fpeUacu/omm  fiudiofios  fe- 
Csl.jo©.  A,B.  quomodo  non  ipfe  malum  tibi  contraxifii,  qui  caufam 
malt  commit tendi  alps  tYabuifii Qui  enim  ibi  corrum - 
punturtam  viriqudm  mulieres,omnes  corrupt ionis  cnminei 
& caufam  in  caput  tuum - trans  femht . Nam  quewadmo- 
dum  ft  non  ejfent  qui  fp'eBarent,  nee  effent  etiam  qui  lude- 
rent  : fic quoniam  uter^funt  caufa  peccat or um^qua  com- 
mittunturftgnem  etiam  patientur.  Quare  quamvi*  animt 
ttii  mo  deft  ia  ejfcifii.nt  nihil  tibi  tnde  0 bfu  ent^quod  ego  fieri 
pojfe  xonarbitrer  : qUontam  tamen  alij  caufa  ludorum  multa 
peccarunt,  graves  propter  hoc  panas  lues , quamvis  etiam 
a Here,  pag,  mu l Jo  modefltor  & temperantioreJfes,fi  nullo  modo  eo  per - 
417  4l8-  geres . Which  paflage  (formerly  z Englifhed^  I would 

7 with  all  Play-haunters  ferioufly  to  confider.  Laftiy, 
admit  that  many  Spectators  receive  no  hurt  from 
Stage-piayes ; yet  certainely  they  are  very  dangerous 
temptations  unto  evil!  5 and  it  is  Gods  preventing 
grace  alone  , of  which  no  Play-haunter  can- pre- 
fume, that  preferves  men  from  their  groife  cofi^Jp- 
tions.  Why  then  {hall  wee  rimne  our  felves  int&fudh 
temptations,  fach  infectious,  infinuatingi  if  not*fcrifha- 

ring. 


Pah.t,‘i. 


Hiflrio-JMapix. 


961 


ring  pleafur.es  of  firtne,  which  wee  may  avoyd  with 

fafety  , but  not  refort  to  without  feare  of  danger  ? « Hierom.  E- 

a Quid  tiki  neceffe  eft  in  ea  verfaridomoin  qua  neceffe  ha-  pift.47.cap.*. 

b e as  aut  per  ire  , aut  vincere  *?  Q tris  mquarn  mart  ahum 

juxta  viper  am  fecurosfomnos  cep  it  ? qua  etfi  non  percutiat^ 

certe  folltcitat.  Securtus  eft  per  ire  non  pojfe,  qudm  juxta 

periculumronperijfe . O therefore  let  us  flie  tbefe  pe- 

ftiferous  Eoterludes  which  will  .endanger  hurting  us, 

if  that  they  harme  us  not.  * 

If  any  here  reply,  as  fomcdidtob7"wW^»iQthis  b Scti  SoJ,imo 
very  cafe:  7 has  the  Sunnc  fhines  on  a dung- hill, and  yet  its. 
beames  are  not  defiled  by  it : fo  men  may  looke  on  Stage - °c  conta- 

flayes  and  yet  not  be  polluted,  c for  unto  the  pure  all  things,  minatur.  Plane 
are  pure:  And  admit  there  be  Tome  obfeenipy  in  Stage-  Sol  & in  cloa- 
playes,  yet  chafte  hearts  and  eares  will  not  be  tainted  cam  ra<1»os  fu- 
with  it.  & Auribus  enim  caftis  obfeatni  fiermones  cum  fiono  os  c^er^rtj  ncc 
deficient,  nec  fecretumpudici  cordis  irrumpunt : nee erum - Term^De^Spe! 
pitfermo  turpis  ex  mentenifife  voluntarie  mens  ante  cor~  ftac.  c.  10. pag, 
rumpat,qudmrecipiat  aliquid  unde corrumpatur,  am  pro-  307. 
ferat . Turpia  quoq^  verba  per  aures<  tngrejfa,  quid  prava - c Titus  r.i  y. 
lent , ft nonfuertnt  arbitno  mentis  admiffa  ? Quando  au - yf^Con  ^ 
tern  prevalent , non  ipfiam  corrumpunt  mentem,  fed  jam  temppj  1<c^, 
corruptam  fponte  reperiunt,  Pulchrorum  quofo  corporum 
forma  per  oculos  trrepmtes,  animum  non  movent  incorrupt 
turn , & quando  corrupt ibtliter  movent , non  corrumpunt 
fanum,fed  0 ft endunt propria  voluntate  corruptum ; as  Pro - 
fper  Aqu  tanicus  writes- 

To  this  I aid  wer  fit;  ft,  that  the  Sunne  is  of  a pure  and  aAnfwer. 
celdtiail  nature,  uncapable  of  any.  defilement  whatfo- 
ever  ; its  fhining  therefore  on  a dunghill  can  no  wayes 
maculate  its  pure  rayes,  which  oft-times  make  the  a pfal.r4 
dung-heape  ftinke  the  more.  But  mans  nature  as  it  was.  Pfol.  yi.j, 
capable  of  pollution  at  the  firft,  before  zA'dams  fali,  fo  lob  i4,4.cap. 
it  is  c altogether  filthy  y ft  inking,  and  corrupted  fince , more  1 ^orn*2» 

apt  to  .be  inflamed  with  any  laicivious  amorous  fpee-  9T , 
ches,  geftures,  Playes  and  Enterludes,  then  Tinder,  Gfa: 
Gun-powder,  Flax,  or  Charcole  are  with  the  leaftlftytfo.  1 6; 
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| Pial.515.  fparkcsof  fire.  f Every  Sonne  of  faffed  Adam  is  borne 
ob z 4,4. Rom.  tnt0  tfoe  wsYid a Jinfull , uncle *ne , depraved  creature , over - 
A u n ea  d C fPre^  wi(h  a univerfatlleprofie  of  corrupt  ton  :ZaU  the  tma - 

Vak r mm  Dc  gluttons  of  his  heart  are  evill,yea  onely  evilly  and  that 
Nuptijs  8c  continually  : hyea  all  his  righteoufneffic  is  but  as  menflrttous 
Concupifccn-  rags,  and  1 in  him  there  dwells  nothing  that  is  good:  his 
tia.and  all  who  Very  k eyes  being  full  of  adultery  ,fo  that  they  cannot  ceafe 
of  Original?  ftom  fiKiie  ’ his  1 ^eart  mafi  defperately  wicked  and  dc~ 

finne,  and  its  ct  it  full  above  all  things , as  both  Scripture  and  experi- 
nacure.  cnce  teach  us  •.  No  wonder  then  if  Stage-play  es  ( which 
s Gcn.6.5,11,  if  we  believe  m S.  Cbryfofiome , arefarre  mo  e contagious 
Mf  6 6 & filthy  then  any  dung,)  defile  mens  vitious  natures,thoagh 

1 Rom.748.  no  inking  dung-heape  can  pollute  the  fhining  Sunne. 
*•  t Pet.i.i4.  Wc  fee  that  " the  very  fight  of  the  forbidden  fruit  was 

* Ier.  1 7.9*  fufficient  to  tempt  Adam  and  E ve  to finne  even  before  thetr 

Natures  were  depraved : and  we  know  0 that  the  eafuall 
i lCr€’  fight  o/Bathfheba  was  fufficient  to  provoke  even  regenerate 

* Gen.  5.*.  h)avid  to  an  adulterous  aft : And  will  not  then  the  pre- 

* i Sam.  1 i.i,  meditated  voluntary  delightfull  beholding  of  an  un- 
to 6.  chart  adulterous  Play,  much  more  contaminate  a vo- 

luptuous, carnall,graceletfe  Play- haunter,  who  lies  rot- 
ting in  the  finke  of  his  moft  beaftly  lufts?  Avery  Hea- 

? Sencca.Epift.  then  could  informe  us  thus  much  : P Ad  deteriora  non 
97*  t ant  umpronum  iter  eft, fed  etiant  praceps;thzt  mans  nature 

is  not  onely  prone, but  precipitate  unto  evill  things  :and 
fhali  Chrirtians  thenthinke  themfelv'es,  as  uncapable 
of  contagion  as  the  (bining  Sunne?  God  forbid  : we 
may  perchance  beefuch  in  Heaven  hereafter,  as  neither 

* Augnft.Dc  °ivede,  nee  poffe peccare ; bur  here  we  cannot  be  fuch ; 
Corrept.  & por  what  man  among  us  can  fay, T that  he  hath  made  his 
Gratia^ap.i  1*  jQeart  €ieAn€i  andthat  he  is  pure  from  his  finne  f Certaine. 
, proy>io.9.  fy  & any  dare  fay  fo,  (as  fome  Papifts  write  of  their  fti_ 
c 1 Iohn  1 .8*.  per-errogating  fuper-arrogant  Saints,)  1 St.  John * 

* Tit.  1. 1 5.  See  will  tdlhim  that  he  is  a Iyer,  and  there  is  no  truth  in  him  % 

Ambrefe,Hitrcm  And  although'  unto  the  pure  allthinosC that  is  all  eood,ali 
Theodor  et,Vri-  0 r * 1 * 

ma/hUyUdisliui, Rtmigiui^ecU, ^nfelme,Haymo,R H abort#  CMaiiruifiecHrvtxheS)  Lyra , *4 n- 
jelmtiTojlstHStCalviOzMarlmt, and  others,  ibidem. 
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lawfully  all  indifferent  things , all  meates  and  drinkes,  for 
of  them  the  tApoftle  fpeakes)  are  pure, yet  unto  the  impure 
(andfitch  * for  the  mod  part  are  all  Piay-hauntersj  all*  Set  Parti* 
things  ( that  is  all  goody  Ml  indifferent  things , all  meates , 4* Sccac 

all  drinkes  and  recreations ) are  uncle  ane ; and  fo  by  con-  x*  X* 
fcquence  Stage-playes  too;  becaufc  their  very  cwfcience 
is  defiled.  Secondly,  whereas  it  is  objected,  that  evill  $ 
things  corrupt  not  chafte  or  honed  eyes,  or  cares,  or 
hearts.  I anfwer,  that  it  is  true  indeed  in  thefe  three 
particular  cafes : Fird,  when  as  the  evils  which  men  I 
fee  or  heare  are  meerely  cafuall,  not  run  unto  of  fet 
purpofe  upon  deliberation.  Secondly,  when  men  arc  ^ 

neceflitated  to  heare  and  fee  them,  even  againft  their  , f r 

wills  : and  yet  in  thefe  two  cafes  they  prove  * oft-times  g e crc’  0 # 
contagious.  Thirdly,  when  as  men  lee  or  heare  them  ** 

* with  highefi  detefiation  of  their  lewdnejfe&nd  ftrong  re-  * Pcccata  prx- 
folves  againft  them  : not  with  delight  or  approbation,  terita  non  no- 
But  thus  men  fee  and  heare  not  Stage-playes,  to  which  cent  auando 
they  purpofely  and  willingly  refort,  in  which  they  n°npiac«nt* . 
place  their  pleafure  and  delight.  Therefore  they  can-  *** 

not  but  corrupt,  yeadangeroufly  defile  them,  becaufe“ 
they  doc  not  loath  but  love  them  over-much.  And 
what  foapt  to  contaminate  and  deprave  men,  as  that 
which  they  beft  affed  ? 

The  laft  Objfedion  for  the  feeing  of  Playes  is  this : ObjeB. 4. 

If  you  debarre  us  from  beholding  Stage-playes  (fay 
fome)  you  will  then  deprive  us  of  all  our  mirth,  our 
pleafures,  and  caufe  us  for  to  live  a melancholy,  fad, 
dumpifh  life,  the  which  we  cannot  brooke : therefore 
you  muft  (fill  permit  us  to  refort  to  Playes. 

To  this  I anfwer  firft  : that  it  is  the  condition  of  all  tsfnfw.  1. 
voluptuous  carnall  perfons,to  deeme  themfelves  much 
reftrained,  when  as  they  are  inhibited  any  one  fin- 
full  pleafure  in  which  they  take  delight  \ as  if  * all  their  “ Nunc  pcric- 
comfort s,  their  contentments , yea  their  life  it  felfe , were runt  omnia  • 
utterly  lofi  and  gone.  Let  a Drunkard  be  but  reftrained  namvoIuPfa;. 
dit  homo, -non  ftatuo  eum  viverc.  Sopbectis  a ntigone . pag 
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from  his  Cups  and  Pot- companions 5 an  Wbore-ma- 
her  from  his -Q^eanes  and  Whoredomes,  a common 
x Lu\'uriofo  Dicer  from  his  unlawfull  gaming,  or  a Play-haunter 
fmg'ilicas  par-  from  his  Stage-playes,which  delight  and  feed  his  lulls; 
na  eft  .•  pigfb  • k tj0Cy  prefantly  thmke  themMves  undone,  yea  quite  be - 
hborclL  deft  reavedrfall  theirpleafures:  and  all  becauie  they  place 
diofo  ftudere  c^e^r  happineflfe,  their  chiefe  delights  in  theie  their 
torquen  eft.  caruall  contentments,which  aiwayes  end  in  horror.But 
Non  ifta  diffi-  alas  what*  hard  injurious  refiratnt  isjthis,  to  inhibit  thei 3 
turn  ^cd  nos  ^me  nil  things , which,  would  certainely 

fluidt  Sc  ener-  P*U11S  them  into  eternal!  mifery, Jrom  which  the  very 
ves  .Serna.  £-  Lawes  of  God, of  nature, of  Nations  have  long  iince  de- 
bard  them, under  the  fevered  penalties?  What,areChri- 

* Sl  du-  ftians  growne  now  fuch  carnall  Epicures,  as  to  l-hinke 

m^non 1C  r*"  ^ere  *s  no  plcafure,  mirth  orfolace  but  in  finne  alone, 
£hm  m°un5um  *n  arnorous  Paftorals,  obfeene  lafeivious  fpeeches,  jefts, 
fpernere,  & and  Enterludes,  or  fuch  le  wdc  notorious  abominations 
carnem  meam  as  fhould  even  pierce  all  Chriftian  hearts  with  griefe  ? 
odio  habere  : y what,  is  there  nopleafure  thinke  we  but  in  that  which  God 
fun^am11^1  prohibits*.  in  that  whickhc  and  all  good  menabhorre  ? in 
raundi  qui  an-  that  which  touts  men  out  of  Heaven,  and  poafts  them 
te  pauc x tem-  on  to  Hell  ? Good  God,  if  thefe  be  the  chiefe  delights 
pora  nobifeum  of  Chriilians  now,  which  was  the  vice,  the  fhame  of 
crane  ? Nihii  Pagans,  of  Chriftiatis  heretofore,  why  doe  any  fuch  vo- 
Cv  hjptuous  carnall  Chriftians  hope  for  Heaven  ? Are 

& vermes.  At-  there  any  lafeivious  Stage-piayes,  Sped:aclesr Songs,  or 
tende  diligen-  iuch  like  finfuil  vanities  there  ? are  there  any  fuch  luft- 
ter  quid  tunt,  fomenting,  (in-engendring  fports  or  paftimes  in  Hea- 
ru-^Hoiira  ';en,a*  carnalifts  delight  in  here  on  earth  ? O no, 2 there 
fuer  unt  °{kutCS  **  no  uncle  aneffe, vanity  or  lafcivioufnejfe in  that  holy  place: 
tu.  ^cm  dc-  U men  therefore  'chink  e themfelves  miftrable  when 

runt,  bibe-  they  are  deprived  of  thefe  pleafures  here,  what  happi- 
runt.m-ruut,  - ' 

dnxerunc  in  bonis  di?s  fuo~,&  in  pun&o  ad  inferna  defcenderunt.Hicesro  eorum 
vermidu-  ,&  illic  anima  ignious  deputatur,  donee  rur-fus  infelid  coltegio  co!?ig:ti 
fen  pi  terms  inveluantur  n.cend’MS  qui  ro-: ij fuer'unr  iri  virrjs.'  Berrtarcij  MecliUttio- 
n's  qip.  -z  y See  Safvinn,  De  Gubernat.  Dei*  lib.  6,  & here,  Atf  5.  Scene  11. 

* 11.  *7.  cap,  zu  15. 
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neffecan  they  hope  to  finde  in  Heaven  hereafter,  where 
there  are  no  fuch  Enterludes,  fiich  carnall  content- 
ments as  they  delight  in  now IF  then  wee  may  bee 
happy,  yea  eternally  happy  in  the  higheft  degree  with- 
out thefe  lull-enraging  Entcrludes  hereafter. , why 
Ihould  wee  deeme  our  felves  unfortunate  in  being  r is 
ftrained  from  thcmnow?efpecialiy  finceChrift  hinalelfe 
iniormes  us,  * that  if  any  man  will  come  after  him , he  * Luk.p.  2$. 
mu  ft  deny  himfelfe  m all  his, finfuil  fteafures,  and  amcifie  Qaf*  ?/,H*  .r 
his  flejh  with  the  affections  and  lufts  thereof  The  Saints 
and  Angels  now  in  Heaven ; the  Primitive  Church  and 
Chriftians,  yea  and  many  Pagans, whiles  they  were  on 
earth  accounted  their  lives  moft  comfortable,  though 
they  wanted  Stage-playes,  this  was  one-of  their*  See  A'tie.. 

greateft  contentments, that  they  had  quite  abandonedthem : % - ■ 

Nay  thole  very  Saints  of  God  on  earth,  who  now  lead  7*  ceae;^'>' 
the  moft  comfortable,  joy  fuii,happy  lives  of  all  men  in 
the  world,  are  fuch  who  never  come  at  Stage-playes  : 
and  many  carnall  men  there  are  who  live  full  merry,  • ..  « 

full  jolly  lives  without  them  ^ This.Qbje&ion  there- 
fpre  is  but  frivolous.  Secondly,,  though  men  are  de^  £• 
prived  of  Stage-playes,  of  ail  other  unlaw  full  pieafures 
whatfoever  ; yet  they  have  choyce  enough  of  fundry 
lawfull  recreations, and  earthly  folaces  with  which  to 
exhilerate  their  mindes ; and  fences  : b They  have  the  b Cypmrt 
fever  all  trofp.e&s  oft  he  Same,  the  Moone , the  Planets , the 
Stars,  the  water rthe  earth , with  all  the  infinite  c Variety  Hom^S  °m 
of  Creatures,  of  Ftjftes,  Birds , Fowles,  Beafts,  creeping  Matt  hi!  accor- 
things.  Trees , Herbes,  Plants,  Rootes, Stones,  and  ATettals  dingly.&  Pfal. 
that  are  in  them , to  delight  their  eyes  .-  They  have  * the  8*  *• t0  9- 
AFuftcke  of  all  Birds  and  finging  creatures,  to  flea fe  their  ^ 1 4 ^ 

cares  ] the  incomperably  delicate  a odoriferous  ferns  andf  d.  ifay  ^ 
perfumes  of  all  Hearbes^allF lowers,  Fruits, &cato  re  fiefs  Pfal.  104. 2.  to 
their  nofes  :the  * favory  raftes  of  all  edible  creatures  to  con - ? 5 • 
tent  thfir pallats,  { o farre  as  the  rules  of  fobriety  and  * Pfoftio+ntf. 

Ecclcs.  12.4. 

C:int.2.ia..  d Gcna7.a7^Gaiiticri<T  i<,ci|)<2,5icap.4.io,rT.c. 7.8,1  HoCsai^A 
* Gen.2,7  4,10 14.28,39.  Pfal.6js5.If3y  25.*, 
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* Eccies.i.f.  temperance  will  permit : the  pleafures  * r/w  Orchards , 
Oci\.2,.8.coi7»  tJ{jVers,  Gardens,  Ponds,  Woods,  or  any  fuch  earthly 
cajM.i.to  ii.  para(jjces  can  aft'oord  them:  the  * comfort  of  Friends, 
Efth«  5i!y.c.7 . Kindred  Wives , Children , P off  efforts, wealth,  and  all  other 
7>8.Icr.?<M«  external},  bleffings  that  God  hath  bellowed  upon  them. 
c.yx.7. Canc.j.  And  what  want  ofpleafures,  of  contentments  can  they 
I ilap,tfg2’*1  complaine  of,  who  have  all  thefe  for  to  delight  them, 
*°Gen!  zl  l r^e  vcry  mcane^  whereof  are  farre  more  piealaat/then 
Pfal.i7,4.Pfal.  the  very  bed  of  Enterludcs,  then  all  our  Stage- play es 
1 1 3. 9. Pf.ii7.  put  together?  Befides,  though  men  are  debard  from 
3,4^418.3.4.  Stage-playes,Dicing,or  mix  lafcivious  Dancing, or  any 
EcCMS*tJ  #t°  ot^er  unlawfull  fports,  they  have  (lore  of  hon^d,  of 
Ipljo!  Sec  °*  healthful!  recreations  dill  remaining,  with  which  to 
Chryfoftom.  refrefh  thcmfelves;  as  walking, riding,fifhing, fowling, 
38. in Matth.  hawking,  hunting,  ringing,  leaping, vauting,  wredling, 
accordingly,  running,  (hooting,  * fiuging  ofPfalmes  andpiow  ‘Ditties ; 
1 Sam^S  *6*  frying  up  on  mufieall  Inftrnments , calling  of  the  Barre, 
1 Chxon.ij.f*  coding  the  Pike, riding  of  the  great  Horfe,  (an  exercife 
i Chron.  f .13 ht  for  men  of  quality)  running  at  the  ring, with  a world 
Pfal.68.if.  of  fuch  like  lawdable,  cheape,and  harmleffc  cxercifes ; 

Pfal.8^.7.pfai.  which  being  ufed  in  due  fcafon,with  moderation, tem- 
14* V It  * ' perance,  and  all  lawfhll  circumftanccs,  will  prove  more 

PfaL  if  0.3,4*  wholfome  to  their  bodies, more  profitable  & * delight- 
$,6.Eph.f.iV  full  to  their  foules,  then  all  the  Enterludes,  the  unlaw- 
Col.  3.16.  full  Paftimcs  in  the  world.  Men  need  not  therefore 

lam.  f 4 3*  complaineforwant  of  recreations  in  cafe  they  arede- 

qttj/sp^ftacu-  pcivedofPIayes,whcn  they  have  fuch  plenty  of  farre 
Irt,campo,  tef-  better  fports.  Thirdly,  admit  the  objection  true,  that 
feris,  ociofis  you  (ball  be  ftript  of  all  your  earthly  pleafurcs  in  cafe 
deniq*  fermo-  y0U  are  fcept  from  playes,  yet  what  prejudice  fhould 
camSfomiw  & y°ur  ^ou^es  or  bodies  fuifer  by  it  ? Carnall  worldly 
conviviorum  pkafures,  you  know,  are  no  part,  no  particle  of  a Chri- 
mora  contc-  dians  comfort,  hec  can  live  a mod  happy  j’oyfull  life 
runtjGeomc-  without  them  ; yea  he  caa  hardly  live  happily  or  lafely 
trie  potius,  ac  with  them.  Worldly  pleafures  are  full  of  dangerous 

MuGcaeimpcn-  J r 0 

daat,  quanto  plus  delcdacionis  exfiis  habitwri,  quim  cx  illis  ineruditis  volupcati- 
bus  ? QmtA,  InflitM.i  cap.  1 9 p j . 
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ioiile- entangling  fnares,which  are  ape  to  endanger  the 

very  beft  of  Chriftians.  Hence  was  it,  * that  holy  Mofes  *Hcbu.zj. 

chofe  rather  to  fujfer  affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  then 

to  enjoy  thepleafures  offinnefor  a feafon . Hence  our c Sa - c Luke  6.1  5. 

viour  pronounceth  an  woe  unto  them  that  laugh  now,  for 

they  fhall  weepe  and  lament  hereafter ; Hence  * S.  James  f lam.  4. 9,1  o, 

adviieth  men  yto  turne  their  laughter  into  mourning,  and 

their  joy  into  heavinejfe : And  S Solomon  hereupon  in-  5 Eccleo.7.5, 

ftru&s  men  ; that  it  is  better  togoe  to  the  houfe  ofmour - 4> 

ning,  then  to  the  houfe  of  feafiing  ; for  that  is  the  end  of  all 

men,  and  the  living  will  lay  it  to  his  heart.  That  forrow  is 

better  then  laughter,  for  by  thefadneffeofthe  countenance 

the  heart  is  made  better : And  that  the  heart  of  the  wife  is 

in  the  houfe  of  mourning,  but  the  heart  onely  of fooles  in  the 

houfe  of  mirth : there  being  nothing  more  dangerous  to 

mens  ioules,h  more  oppofite  to  their  venues,  then  carnall  h 

pleafures.  This  Heathen  men  long  fince  acknowledged.  mic‘rt^uint'K 

Voluptas  efca  malorum  qua  nulla  capitalior  peflis  homini-  sil'm  Halim. 

bus  a natura  datur.  Nihil  altum,  nihil magnificum  & dt-  Pimk.BelJib.i  5 

vinumfufc'tperepoffum , qui  fuas  omnes  cogitationes  abje-  fol.  185, 

cerunt  in  rem  tdm  humilem  at<f  contemptam  : writes 

* Cicero. Re jpuenda  font  voluptates,enervant  & effaminant.  * °e  Scne&utc 

Voluptati  tndulgere  initium  omnium  malorum  efi.  Indu-  P35\^ 5 

randus  ita<f  efi  animus  & blandimentis  voluptatumprocul micuu*  P*  1 * 

abfirahendus . VnaHannibalem  hyberna  foluerunt,  & in- 

domitum  ilium  nivibus  atf  sAlpibus  virum  enervave - 

runt  foment  a Campania.  Armis  vicit,  vitijs  v ictus  efi,&c. 

Debellandaitaif  funt  imprimis  voluptates ; is  the  advice 

of  k Seneca . And  good  reafon  is  there  for  it.  k EpiR.  51. 

Q uippenecira  Deumtantum,nectela,ncc  hofies,  I04- II0* 

Quantum fola  noces  animis  illapfa  voluptas, 
as  1 Stilus  Italicus  affirmed  long  agoe  : anfwerableto  i ptmicaritm 
which  is  thatof  m£c//?/0,appIiable  to  our  prefent  times.  Rd.hb.x5.f6l. 


Nonefltantumab  hofiibus  armatis  atati  noftra  pericult, 
quantum  d circumfufis  undiq^  voluptatibus  : qui  eas  fua  “ 
temper antia  fr enavit  ac  domuit,  multo  majus  decus  majo - iv0m 


remfc  victor iam fibipeperitqudm  nos  Syploace  viUo  habe - 
Hhhhhh  miss . 
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mus.  And  is  it  then  any  fuch  tedious  irkefome  matter 
for  Chriftians  out  of  their  love  to  Chrift,  ( for  whom 

* Luk,  14. 33.  thcyihould  part  With*  *&  things  ftoynvt  with thefe their 

worldly  plcafures,  fo  dangerous  to  their  foules,  when 

as  Pagans  have  thus  cenfured,  abandoned  them  long  a- 
« x t goc?  Let  us  therefore  contemnc  the  lofTc  of  thefe  our 

"ulam'fila*1*  worthlefle,  vaine  and  finfull  Enterludes,  nwhofe  danger 
voluotatis"  farre  exceeds  their  pleafure,  and  fince  we  (hall  not  enjoy 

quanti  pericu-  them  hereafter  in  Heaven, let  us  not  defire  them  whiles 
ium .Tertul.De  we  are  on  earth.  Fourthly,  this  world,  this  life  is  0 no 
•^Sce*A d-t'  place  for pleaftcre9  mirth  or  car  nail jollitjy  it  being 

Scene  1 1 pa 0 onety  4 v4^€  °fmifery,  a place  of  forrow,  grtefe  and  labour 
193. 194.  to  all  the  Saints  of  God.  P Cum  enim  legatur  Adam  in  loco 
p Bcrnard.De  voluptatis  ab  imtiopoftus  fit  operaretur,yuts  fanum  fapiens , 
eo  quod  Scrip - filios  ejut  in  loco  afflittionis  ad  feriandumpofitos  arbitre - 
homo^S^Ser5  tHT  ' ^vel7  man  ^ ^ borne  into  this  world  weeping,  tofignt - 
mo.  fol,8^.a,  * fi€  *h*t  it  is  a place  of  teares , not  of  laughter ; a prifon,  not 
q Natura  ho-  * Paradice ; and  fhail  we  then  thinke  to  make  it  onely  a 
minemtamum  Theater  of  jollity  and  delights  ? Fiftly,  let  no  men  fo  far 
nU<jUIh5  & in  deceive  therafelves,as  to  exped  an*earthly  Paradice  and 
n a tali  die*0*  an  ^eavcn^y  t0°  > as  t0  enJ°y  the  pleafures  of  earth  and 

abijeit  ad  va-  Heaven  both.  1 GO  e Heat  us  esfiater  Ji  dr  hie  vis  gander e 
gicusflactm  & cumfaculo,  & pofted  regnare  cum  Chrtfio , writes  Saint 
pioratum,  rral-  Hierom . Alas,thofe  who  receive  their  pleafure  in  this 
lumqj  tot  am.  l£Pe,  muft  not  looke  for  any  comfort,  but  torments  one- 

ad1  lachrymas,  ^ *n  r^e  ^ to  come>  f f°  much  pleafure  as  they  have 
& has  protenus  e njoyed  here , fo  much  torment  [ball  they  fufteine  hereafter  % 
vita  princi-  c None  re  ape  in  joy  hereafte-r , but  thofe  whofow  in  teares  of 

pio.  At  her-  godly  forrow  novo.  u Our  light  afflittions  (not  oar  eamall 
cuic  rifus  0 

prascox  ille  & celerimus  ante  quadrageGmum  diem  nuili  datur4  Ab  hoc  luci^rudi- 
mento  qua*  ne  feras  quidem  inter  nos  gemtas3vincula  excipiunt,  & omnis  membro- 
r am  nexus. At  homo  mfelicicer  natus  )acet,manibus  pedibufqj  devin<fhs,6ens,  ani- 
mal casteris  imperaturum,  & a fupplieijs  vitam  aufpicatur,unam  tantum  ob  culpam, 
quia  natum  efLHeu  dementiam  ab  ijs  initijs  exiihmantiumad  fuperbiam  £e  genitos, 
&c.  Plmsus.4dl.7J7{<a  Hift.Troamium.p.iK  9*190  < * Neqj  enim  ad  hoc  nos  de  Para- 
difo  voluptatis  animadverfio  divinaeijciffe  videtur,  ut3lterum  Gbi  hie  Paradifum 
adinrentio  humana  prepararet.  Bemardi  Vetlomat.  /#J,  5 69.  Ft  ' Hierom.Epift.i, 

* 9*  5 Rev,  18.7,  \ Pfal.  xiS4fi$.  * 2 C.or, 4. 17. 
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pleafures)  which  are  hut  for  a moment,  are  the  onely  tn- 
ftruments  that  pur  chafe for  us  a farre  more  exceeding  and 
eternal!  weight  of  glory.  'Through  many  afflictions  (not 1 Ad, 14, 12. 
through  the  pleaiant  way  of  worldly  piealiires  and  Spe- 
ctacles which  are  quite  out  of  the  rode  to  Heaven)  we 
mufiall  enter  into  the  Kingdoms  of  Heaven,  Y where  all r 
tears s Jhallhe  wiped  from  our  eyes,  which  here  mufi  ever  Rev*7-I7*  cap. 
flow  with  tear es  of forrow  for  our  owne  and  others  finnesMc-  hchrym^  qUas 
morable  is  that  ipeech  of  Abraham  to  the  rich  man . benigna  man? 
* Luke  itf.aj.  Sonne , remember  that  thou  inthy  lifetime  conditoris  ab- 
receivedftthy  pleafure , ( as  fome  Tran  flat  ions  render  it)  target  .Bcnuirdi 
and  Lazarus  paine ; but  now  he  is  comforted , and  thou  art 
tormented.  Lo  here,a  voluptuous  life,ending  in  torments;  * see  Bernard 
and  a forrowfull  life  terminating  ineternall  blifTe.  It  is  Declamat.  fob 
recorded  of  the  wicked,  Job  21.12,13.  That  they  take  1 79.  & Cypn- 
the  Timbrel  and  Harpe , and  rejoy  ce  at  the  found  of  the  ‘IP  De  c*na 
Organ:  they  fp  end  their  day  es  in  wealth  and  in  a moment  Scrm' 

goe  downe  to  Hell L And  Solomon , Eccles.  1 1 .8,9.  fpeakes  F ^ 
thus  unto  all  voluptuous  perfons  who  delight  in 
Worldly  jollity  : If  a man  live  many  yeeres,  and  rejoy  ce 
in  them  all, yet  let  him  remember  the  dayes  of  darkenejfe 
for  they  are  many.  sAMthat  commeth  is  vanity  : Rejoy  ce, 

O Toungman,in  thy  youth,  and  let  thy  heart  cheer  e thee 

in  the  dayes  of  thy  youth,  andwalke  in  the  wayes  of  thy 

heart , and  in  the  fight  of  thine  eyes ; but  know  thou  that  for 

all thefe  things  Cjodwillbringthee  to  Judgement . Which 

two  remarkable  places  coupled  with  Revel . 18.7.  How 

much Jhe  hath  glorified  herfelfe  and  lived  delicioufly,  fo  *IIIemaeret& 

much  torment  and  forrow  give  her : are  fufficient  evidences  ^c^cr>  cu^e”e 

that  all  worldly  pleafures  without  Gods  mercie  and 

repentance  bring  men  onely  to  * Hell , to  torments  at  the  cujus^breiSi 

lafi.lt  will  be  therefore  your  happines,your  zeternallad-  frudus  omms 

vat  age,  not  your  prejudice,  to foregoe  ally  our fin  full  pleafures  hie  capimr  > 

cujus  hicfola- 

tium  omnefinitur^  cujus  caducaac  brevis  vita  hie  aliquam  dulcedinem  .computat 
voluptatum  j cum  iftinc  recetferit,  pama  jam  alia  fupereft  ad  dolot^m.  Cyprian. 
Contra  Dcmetr.pag.zz*).  4 Si  aliqua  amififtis  Vita?  gaudia,  negotiatio  eftaiiquid 
amittere  ut  majoralucreris.  Tiriullianad  Mart)rcs,cap.z» 

Hhhhhh  2 now , 
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now,thatfoje  may  game  far  greater,  far  better  in  Heaven 
6 hereafter.  Sixcty,  thole  Enterludes  and  carnali  paltimes 
wherein  the  world  takes  fo  much  folace,  can  bring  no 
true  joy  to  a Chriftians  heart,  who  tramples  upon  them 
b Ep-Q  u , as  not  worthy  the  enjoying.  It  is  an  excellent  faying 
lohiOj.A.  & °f  b Bernard  i Guftato  fpirnu,  neceffe  eftdefipere  cawem  : 
Epift.  i i4,h,  ajfetlanticaleftia,terre?ianonfapiUKt:  aterms  inhanti,fa- 
Hanc  Du  gra - ftidio [ant  tranfitoria.  Revera  tliud  verttm  & folum  eft gau - 
^^-facro^  quod  non  de  ere  at  nr  a fedde  cr  eat  ore  concipitur,  Cr 

caTice  bib  in'0  CUm  P°ffi^erj^  tiemo  t0^et  a te'  C**  comp  ar  at  a omnis 

amplius  uhundejocunditas,  mar  or  eft  ; omnis  fuavitaa , dolor  eft; 
adDeumvi'  omne  dulce,  amarum\  omne  decorum,  fadum  \ omne  po- 
vum  erigens  ftremo  quodcuny^  altud  deleclanpoffit,  moleftum.  Every 
finaiilari^f’me  P*0US  Chriftian  hath  the  c God  of  all  comfort  and  confola- 
illo  uno  appe-  tio*>  ( without  whom  nothing  is  p leaf  ant,)  with  all  his 
titu  tenetur;  ut  £reat  ^d  glorious  attributes : the  mercies  of  God  the 
demceps  fcllea  father  5 tne  merits  and  ioule-faving  palTion  of  God 
peccatoru  hor-  the  Sonne  ; the  confolations,  joyes  and  graces  of  God 
reatpocula,  & the  holy  Ghoft  ; the  wifedome,  power, goodneffe,eter- 
deledamento-  mty>  ommpotency,  mercy,  truth  and  alfumciency  of 
rumcarnnliu,  the  facred  Trinity,  * which  are  onely  able  for  to  fill  the 
lit  ei  qnafi  ran.  ftule : the  word,  the  promi  fes  of  the  God  of  truth ; the 
cidum  rc-  eternall  joyes  of  Heaven  ; the  fellowfhip  of  the  biefled 
^nts  an^  Angels,  to  ravifh,  folace,  and  rtjoyce  his 
^Vrfs^caam  ^°u*e  uPon  occasions : on  thefe  he  may  caft  the  eyes, 
Cyprian /Dec  a-  yea  r^e  verV  intentions  and  defires  of  his  heart  s in 

ho  Domini  serm.  thefe  his  affe<5Hons  may  even  fatiate  themfelves,  and 
take  their  full  contentment,  without  any  fubfequent  re- 
02T.Cor#I  T’4.  pentance,  linne,  or  forrow  of  heart : Thofc  then  who 
bis 1 ad  eft  p^.  cannot  fatisfie  their  fcules  with  thefe  celeRiall  Speda- 
ter  Dcum  no-  cles, and  foule-ravifhing  delights,  in  which  all  Cbifti- 
ftrutr,  non  eft  ans  place  their  complacency  and  fupreme  felicity,  it  is 
dulce*  Ncli- 

nsus  orr.ma  quse  dedit,  fi  non  aat  feipfum  qui  omnia  dedit.  ^ugufiin,  Enaryjtio 
hPfAL.$y.Tom.8.f>arsi.fag  66.  See  Iobij.ii.  * Nimirum  ad  imaginem  Dei 
fsfta  anima  r2ticnalis,  cceteris  omnibus  occupari  poteftjrepleri  omnino  non  poteft. 
Capacem  Dei,  quicquid  Deo  minus  eft,  non  impieb  r,  Btir.&di  Declamationes. 
foil69<T' 
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a fure  charafter,  that  they  have  yet  no  fhare  in  Chrift, 
no  acquaintance  with  the  ieaft  degrees  of  grace,  no  in- 
tereft  in  Gods  favour,  no  true  delire  of  grace,  of  Hea- 
ven, and  everlafting  life,  which  would  loone  embitter 
and  debafe  al  worldly  pleafurcs, which  are  but  cyphers 
inrefpedohhefe.  Lately,  if  any  Play- haunter  bee  yet  7 
fo  devoted  to  his  Play-houfe  Spectacles  that  he  will  not 
part  with  them  upon  any  tearmes:  let  him  then  behold 
f'arre  better,  farrc  fublimer  Spedacles  then  thefe  with 
which  to  delight  himfelfejwhich  I fhal  commend  unto 
him  in  S.  Auguflines  words  : Quid  ergo  f admits  fratres  f 
writes  d he  in  our  very  cafe.  Dimtffuri  eumfumus  ? fine  d El™r'in 
fpellaculo morietur,non fubfiflet ,non nos fequetur.Qiud ergo  * 

faciemtis  f D emus  pro  fpeltaculis  fpeBdcula.  Et  qua  fpe - ^ ^ 
Macula  daturi  fumus  Chrifiiano  homini , quem  volumus  ab 
jilts  fpeElacults  revocare  ? G rati  as  ago  . Domino  Deo  no - 
(lro,fequente  verfu  ofiendit  nobis  qua  fp  ell  at  or  i bus  fp  ell  are 
volentibus  fpellacula  praberemus , ^ ofiendere  debeamtts . 

Scce  averfusfuerit  d Circo , d Theatro , ab  Amphitheatre, 
qudtrat  quod  [pellet,  prorfus  quarat ; non  eum  rehnquimus 
fine [p ell aculo.  Quid  pro  il Its  dabrmus  f <*Audi  quid  fe~ 
quitttr . Mult  a fectfii  tu  Domine  Dens  mens  mira - 

bilia  tua.  CMtracula  homimm  intuebatur  , inten- 
dat  mirabihaDei.  Mult  a fecit  Dommus  mirabilia  fua, 
hac  refpictat.  Q uare  tilt  viluerunt  ? <tAurtgam  laudas 
regent  em  quatuor  equos , & fine  lapfu  atf3  offenfione  curren - 
tes . Forte  tali  a miracula  [piritalta  non  fecit  Dominus. 

Regat  luxuriam , regat  injuft itiam,  regat  imprudent iam: 
mottts  ifios  qui  nimiumlapft  hac  vitia  faciunt,  regat  & 
fubdatfibi  & teneat  habenas  & non  rapiatur : ducat  quo 
vult,nontrahatur  quo  nonvult : aurigam  laudabat , auri- 
gam  laudabit . Clamabat,ut  auriga  vefle  cooperiretur , im- 
mortalitate  veftietur.  Hac  mu n era,  hac  fpellacula  dedit 
Dens  • clamat  de  calo,  Spello  vos : lullamini , adjuvabo  ; 

*v incite , coronabo , &c.  Nunc  fpella  hiflrionem . Didicit 
enim  homo  magno  fludto  in  fune  ambnlare , & pendens  te 
fufpendit.  Ilium attende  adit orem  majortm  SpeUaculorum . 
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Didicit  ifte  in  fane  ambularet  nunquid  fecit  in  mare  a m- 
bulare  ? Obhvifcere  Theatrum  tmm,  attend  Petrum  no - 
ftrumy  non  in  June  ambulant emy  fed  ut  it  a dicamy  in  mart 
ambulant em,&Cy  See  here,  pag.  3 45  .to  3 49 . to  the  lame 
purpole.  Chriftians  then  in  this  Fathers  judgement 
have  farre  greater,  farre  better  Spe&acles  then  ail  the 
Piay-houfes  in  the  world  can  yeeld  them  : They  have 
* many  heavenly  ,fweet  and  fpirituall  Spectacles  on  which 
to  c aft  their  eyes  and  thoughts ; thefe  they  mud  alw  ayes 
contemplate;  not  thefe  bafe  filthy  Enterludes.  I fhail 
therefore  cloze  up  this  obje&ion  with  that  excellent 
paflage  of  Tertulliany  which  anfwers  it  to  the  full. 
Noftra  cana,noftra  nuptia  nondum  funt:  no?rpojfum  cum 
Hits  ( Spedatoribus ) difeumb  ere, quia  nec  illinobifcum*  Vi- 
cibus  aifpofita  res  eft.  c Nunc  Mi  letanturf  nos  confiiEla - 
• mur.  i Seculum  (inquit)  gaudebit,vos  triftes  eritis.  Lu - 
' geamus  ergo  dum  Ethntci  gaudent , ut  cum  lugere  cape - 
rint  , gaudeamus  ; ne  pariter  nunc  gaudentes  , tunc 
*lU0(h  par*ter  lugeamus.  D cheat  us  ei  Chriftiane , 

ft  & infeculovoluptatem  concupifcis , imo  nimium  fiulttu 
ft  hoc  exiftimas  voluptatcm.  Pnilofophi  quidem  hoc  nomen 
quieti  & tranquillitati  dederunty  in  ea  gaudent , inea  avo- 
cantur,  in  ea  etiam  gloriantur . Tu  miht  metas  & feenas 
& pulverem,  & harenas  fuftiras-  Dicas  veltm,  non  pojfu- 
mus  vivere  ftne  voluptate , qui  mori  cum  voluptate  debebi- 
mus  f Nam  quod  eft  aliudvotumnoftrumy  qudm  quod  & 
Apoftoli ; S exire  defeculo  dr  reeipiapud  Dominum*  Hac 
vcluptas,  ubi  & votum.  Jam  nunc  ft  put  as  deleClamentts 
exigerefpaeium  hocy  cur  tdmingratus  es,  uttot,  & tales 
voluptates  d Deo  contributas  tibi  fatis  non  habeas , nefo 
recognojcas  ? Quid  enim  jocundius  qudm  Dei  rPatris  & 
Domini  reconciliation qudm  veritatts  revclatio,  qudm  er- 
ror um  recognitiOy  qudm  tantorum  retro  criminum  venia  t 
qua  major  voluptasy  * qudm  faftidium  ipftus  voluptath, 
qudm  feculi  totius  contempt  us,  quam  vera  hbertas,  qudm 
eonfetentia  integra , quam  vita  fufficiens , qudm  mortis 
timornHllus9  quod  calc  as  Dees  Nationum,  quod  Damoma 

cxpellisy 
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exp  elite , quod  medicine  facts,  quodrevelattones pet  is  3quod 
*Dco  vivts  i Ha  'Voluptates^hac fpeftacula  Chriftianornm, 
fanfta,perpetua,  gratuita;  in  htstibiludos  circenfes  inter- 
pret are  ; curfus Jecult  intuere , temfora  labentia  dinumera, 
met  as  confummationis  expefta,  focietates  ecclefiarum  de~*  Nou> 
fende,  ad  fignum  "Dei  [afrit  are,  ad  tub  am  sAngeli  erigere, 
ad  martjrtf  palmaj  gloriare . * Si  fee  nice  doftrina  deleft  ant, 
fat  is  nobis  liter  arum  eft,  fat  is  verfuum  eft, fat  is  fententta- 
rum,fatis  ettam  c antic  or am, fat  is  vocum,  nec  fabule,  fed 
veritates,  nec ftropbe,  fed  ftmplicitates.  Vis  & pugillatus 
& luftatus prefto  [tint,  non  parva  fed  mult  a*  aAfptce 
impudicitiamdejeftam  d caftitate,  perfidiam  cefam  d fide , 
fevitiam  d mifericordia  contufam,  petulant t am  d modeftia 
adumbratarn,  & tales  apud  nosfunt  agones,  in  quibusipfi 
coronamur . Vis  autem  & fangninis  ah  quid  ? habes  Chri- 
fti.  Quale  autem  fpeftacu/um  in  proximo  eft , adventus 
Domint  jam  indubitatt , jam  fuperbi , jam  triumphant  is  ? 

Qua  ilia  exultatio  Angelorum,  qua  gloria  re  fur  gentium 
fanftorum  ? quale  regnum  exindejuftorum?  qualts  civitas 
nova  Hierufalcm?  Apenimfuperfunt  alia  fpeftacula,  tile 
ultimas  & perpetuus  judtcij  dies,  tile  nationibm  infperatus,  k * Pct* 
ille  derifus,  cum  tanta feculi  vet  aft  as , &tot  ejusnativitates 
*uno  ignihaurientur.  Que  tunc  fpeftaculi  latitude  ? quid 
admirer  ? quid  ride  am  ? ubi  gaudiam,ubi  exult  cm  fpeftans 
tot  act  ant  os  reges,  qui  in  cdum  recepti  nuntiabantur  cum 
ipfo  Jeve,&  ipfisfnistcftibus  inimis  tenebris  congemifcen- 
tesf  ttemprafides  perfecutores  dominici  nominis f&vioribus 
qudmipft  fiammis  favierunt  in fult antibus  contra  Chriftia - 
noSyhquefcentes : quos  prater ea  fapientes  illos  philofophos 
coram  difeipulis  fuis  una  conflagr antibus  erubefeentes , qui- 
bus  nihil  ad  Deumperttnere  fuadebant,  quibus  animasaut 
mllasyautnonin  priftina  corpora  r edit  nr  as  adfirmabant)  * Let  our 
etiampoetas,non  ad  Rhodamanttnec  ad  Minoisfedad  in - Tragedians 
opinati  Chrifti  tribunal palpitantes*  Tuncmagis  * Tragadi  an<^  Attors 
audiendi,  magis  fcilicet  vocales  in  fua  propria  calamitate.  ob(TcrJc  tlus 
Tunc  htftr tones  cognofcendi  folutiores  mnlto  per  ignem  : " 

tmcfpeliandus  auriga  ivflammea  rota  tot  us  rttbens : tunc 
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Xyftici  contemplandi,  non  in  gymnasijs,  Jed  in  igne  jacu- 
Ua,  nifi  quodnec  tunc  quidem  illos  velimvifos , ut  qui  ma- 
i Matchj 5 55  hm  ad  eos  potius  confipeolum  infat  iabilem  conferre  qui 
Mark.  *.3.  dominum  defiavierunt.  Hie  efi  tile  ( dicam ) 1 fabnaut 
, FohnV  's'  quaftuari*  films , k Sabbat:  dcftruclor, 1 Samantes  & Da- 
rn Match  **.4  wontum  habens • m Hie  eft  quern  d Juda  redtmiftts,  hie  eft 
i4,i  5,  *7,  *8.  tile arundtnis  & colaphis  diver  beratus, [put amen tts  dede- 
c.»  7 « * 9 > l corat  us,felle  & ace  to  pot  at  us.  Hie  eft  quem  n clam  di feen- 

" M ?tth  * 8 tesfabripuerunt,  tit  reperrexijfe  die  atm,  vel  hortulanus  de- 

* " * traxit nelalluca  fiudtfi'equcmiacomeantiumUderentur.  Vt 

taliafipettesy  ut  tahbus  exult es,  quis  tibiprator,  aut  c on fiul, 
aut  quaftor,  am  facerdos  de  fua  liberal  it  ate  praftabit  ? & 
tamen  hac jam  quodammodo  per  fidem  habemus  fpirittt 
imaginante  reprafentata.  Cater  urn  qualia  ilia  fitm,  ° qua 
nec  oculiu  vidit,nec  amis  audivit,nec  in  cor  hominis  aficendc- 
runt  f credo  Circo3&  utrafi  cane  a & omm  ftadiogratiora . 


° i Cor. 1.9, 
Ifay  *4.4. 


A c T V s Qj  intvs. 


THe  unlawfulnefle  of  penning,  a&ing,  and  behold- 
ing Stage-playes, being  thus  at  large  evinced, and 
thofe  Objections  anfwered,  which  are  moft  ufually  op- 
pofed  in  their  unjufl  defence,  there  is  nothing  now  re- 
maining, but  that  I fhould  cloze  up  this  whole  Trea- 
tifewith  a few  words  of  exhortation  to  Play-poets, 
* Abitrahunt  a players^  and  Play-haunters  , whom  the  love  of  Stage- 
mon°eqnXr  fl^hath  Reduced  to  their  eternal}  prejudice, 
cara  flint,  And  here  I fhall  nrlt  or  all  beleech  all  Play-poets,  to 
pretio  fuo  vi-  ponder  with  themfelves;  that  they  are  the  primary 
lia.  Nefcimus 

tsftimare  res,de  quibus  non  cum  fama,  fed  cum  rerum  natura  deliberandum.  Nihil 
hrbent  lfta  magnificum,  quomentes  infenoftras  trahant,pra:ter  hoc,  quod  mira- 
n ilia  confuefcimus.  Non  enim  quia  concupikenda  hint  Iaudantur  5 fed  concupif- 
cuntur  quialaud'ara  funt  5 &cum  fingfclorum  error  publicum  fecerit,  fingulorum 
erroarem  facit  publicus,  Seneca.  EftJl'St-pag.  351, 

caufes 
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cauies  or  all  the  finnes  which  Players,  Playes  or  Play- 
houfes  dee  occafion  : not  any  one  finne  is  there  that 
any  A&ors, Auditors,  or  Spectators  commit  by  meanes 
of  acting  or  beholding  thefe  their  Scage-playes , but 
flowes  originally  from  them,  and  1 frail at  laft  be  feton*  1 Tim,  * . 
their  account : for  if  there  were  no  Play-houfe-poets  s<?e  mX 
there  could  be  no  Playes  to  fee  or  act,  and  fo  by  confe - 
cjitence  no  fuch  accurfed  h fruits  of  Stage-play  es  as  now  h Qui  femeu 
are  tootoo  frequent  in  the  world,  both  to  the  publike  ptaebuic  isena- 
and  mens  private  hurt.  Now  tell  mee  I befeech  you, t2  fegitis  ma- 
what  man,  what  Chriftian  is  there  who  in  Gods,  in 
mens  account  would  thus  be  branded  lfor  an  inventor  ncToratioDe 
ofevill  things ; a publike  nurfery  of  all  fin  and  wicked-  Corona. 
nefle  ; a man  borne  onely  for  the  common  hurt  both  « Rom.1.30. 
of  himfelfe  and  others,  yea  an  infirument  rayfed  up 
from  Hell  it  felfe  to  draw  on  thoufands  to  that  horrid 
place  of  their  eternall  woe.  k Quanto  autem  non  nafei k Seneca  De 
melius  fuit,ejud  fienumerari  inter publico  malonatosl  lBet-  Clemcntia.lib. 
ter  had  it  beeneforyou  never  to  have  had  a beings  to  m have  j ^ 

perijhedin  the  wombe  like  an  untimely  birth  : yea  happier  m I»b  $.ij ,iT 
■were  it  that  a nmilftone  had  beene  fafined  about  your  Eccles.  6,  5. 
neckes  andyou  fo  drowned  in  the  very  depth  of  the  Sea,  then  P&l  5 8 • 8. 
that  you  ihould  thus  pull  downe  damnation,  eternall  “Mattl1*  1S.6. 
damnation  on  your  owne  and  infinite  others  heads  9,41‘ 
by  thefe  your  prophane  ungodly  Enterludes,  which  Ql71>1' 
will  0 prove  no  other  at  the  lafi  but  the  evidences  of  your  0 See  here,pag. 
vanity,  folly  ^ finne  and  frame,  and  without  repentance  you * 9 1 6‘to  9 2 4 ac- 
owne  and  others  deftruttion . O therefore  deare  Chriftian  cordingly. 
Brethren,  as  you  tender  your  owne,  the  States,  the 
Churches  welfare ; as  you  tcarc,that dreadfuliP  reclining*  Rorn>  14  r°5 
which  you  mufl frortly  mafye  before  the  Judgement  Seate  * ^ * 2 * 1 or< 
ofChrifi , when  ally  our  tdle,  wanton,  amor  ous , prophane,  a Match.;  1 3 6. 
ungodly,  fcurnlous  Playes  and  words,  with  all  the  finnes  Ecdes.12.r4. 
they  have  produced,  frail  be  charged  on  your  foulest  let  me  &om.  i- 
now  perfwade  you  with  many  a r bitter figh  and  teare , to  pUC,e  *4*  1 
lament  your  former,  and  ferioufly  to  renounce  your  fu-  fv° 
r Zach.  12,.  10.  Icrcm.  6.  z 6.  cap.  31.  15.  Ifay  11,4.  cap.  33.7  . 
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h Scc  licrc,pag.  ture  Play-making,  as  f many  true  penitent  Play -poet shave 
done  before  you,  endeavouring  to  con(ecra:c  your  much 
54M4 %'*°66  aPP^au<^e^  vvits,your  parts  andmdnftry  to  Gods  glory, 
568.  pa./s^’ the  Churches,  the  RepublLkes  benefit,  your  owneand 
84ij<?io55>i8,  others  fpirituall  good,which  you  have  formerly  devo- 
9u.  ted  to  the  1 Devils  pompes  and  fervice,  u the  Repub likes 

^ Sec  pag.io.to  prejudice,  finnes  advantage , Religions  infamy , and  mens 
a See  pag4  3 0 z,  common  hurt.  O confider,  confider  I befeech  you, that 
tofouVetf.  ac-  as  long  a*  you  continue  Play-poets,  you  are  but  the 
cor  dingly.  u profejfed  agents  of  the  world , the  flejh , the  Devill , whofe 

“Sec  here, pag  - pompes,  whofe  lufts  and  vanities  you  have  long  fence  re~ 
nounced:  that  you  doe  but  facrifice  your  wits,  your 
c 4? ' parts,  your  fludies,  your  inventions,  your  lives  to  thefe 
accurfed  Mailers,  who  can  gratifie  you  with  no  other 

* Rom. 6, 13.  * wages  at  the  lafi,but  Hell  and  endlejfe  torments’,  apoore 
Match  zV"  re  Ward  for  fo  hard  a fervice*  Doe  not,  O doe  not  then 

' 41  * devote  your  pretious  time,  your  flourifliing  parts  of 
Poetry,  Eloquence,  Art  and  Learningto  thefe  ufurping 
x Rom.i  2.1.  hellifh  tyrants,whichjy<w* fhould  * wholy  dedicate  to  your 
Kom'/'10'  y to  whom  they  areonely  due:  but  fi  nee  you  are  z no 

t 1 Cor  V * l°ng0T  debtors  to  the  fiefh  to  live  after  the  flejh , nor  yet  to 

10.  4 ^ the  a world,  the  Devill , or  flnne  to  doe  them  fervice,  let 
1 Rom.  8.1 2.  God  alone  henceforth  enjoy  them,  h from  whom,  for 

* Rom,  6.1 6,  whom  you  did  at  firfi  receive  them.  Alas  my  Brethren 

J 7,1 831 when  you  fhall  come  to  die,  when c terrors  of  confcience 
ix^'^/john"* Jh*llfeiz,e  upon  your  foules,  or  when  as  d Chrifi  himfelfe 
*•15,16.  Jhall fit  upon  his  Throne  of  fe lory  for  to  Judge  you,  what 

b Rom.  11. $6,  good,  what  comfort,  (yea  what  cfhame  and  f horror) 
Rev.  4, 11,  will  ail  your  Play-poems  bring  to  your  amazed  fpirits? 
6 t^len  W*H  youwifh-in  earneft,  O that  we  had  beene  fo 

lobaJ,J.  cA  8 haPPy  a3  never  to  have  pend,  or  feene  a Stage-play; 

11.  cap.  x7.zq.  yea  woe  be  to  us  that  we  were  ever  fo  ill  imployed  as 
Pfil.  55.4.  to  caft  away  our  time,  our  parts,  our  ftudieSj  our  lear- 


PiaJ.  7 $.  i9,  ningupon  fuch  heathenifh,  foolifliand  unchriftian  va- 
n^^es*  Ala?,  S one  day,  one  houre  in  (feeds  Courts,  Gods 

Match  15. 31,31.  e Rom.6.21, Icr.;.z5.cap,5i.jl.Eiech4^.52,54,6;.  f Pfal . 

5 j.y.  Pfal.i  1 5^5 $. Ezech.7 .8.  % Pfal.84.20, 
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fervice,  had  h beene  farre  better  to  us ; then  all  the  yeeres  h Eccfcs, 6- i *• 
of  our  vatne  ufelejfe  lives  , which  wee  have  (pent  on 
Playes  and  Theaters,which  now  bring  nothing  elfe  but 
a more  multiplied  treafure  of  endlefle  miferies  and  con- 
demnation on  our  owne  and  others  foules,  which  thefe 
our  Enterludes  have  drawne  on  to  fundry  finnes.  • olTob3rMl> 
that  the  day  hadperijhed  wherein  we  were  borne , and  the  1 
night  wherein  it  was  /aid , there  is  a man-childe  conceived  ! 

Why  dyed  we  not  from  the  wombe , why  did  we  not  give  up 

the gh oft  whenwc  came  out  of  the  belly , before  ever  we  had 

learnt  the  art  of  making  Playes  l for  then  jhould  wee  have 

lien  ftill  and  beene  at  reft ; then  had  we  beene  free  from 

all  thofe  Play-houfe  finnes  and  tortures  which  now 

furcharge  our  foules,  then  had  wee  never  drawne  fitch 

k troopes  of  Players,  of  Play  •haunters  after  us  into  Hell , k Qui  emm  a- 

whofe  company  cannot  mitigate , but  infinitely  enlarge  our  ^os  peccare  fe* 

cndleffe torments.  And  then  all  this  over-late  repentance  jicrit> mulcos 

will  be  to  little  purpofe.  O then  be  truely  fenitent  and  rnor- 

wife  1 betimes,  before  thefe  dayes  of  horror  and  amaze-  ccm,  & neccffe 

ment  over-whelme  you, that  fo  you  may  have  m peace  eft  ut  fit  pro 

and  comfort  in  your  latter  ends ,in  that  *Cjr  eat, that  terrible  tantis  i*11** 

Day  of  the  Lordjefus,  when  all  impenitent  Play-poets,  4uant?s  .tecum 

Players,  and  Play- haunters  n faces ft  all  gather  blackneffe, 

their  hearts  faint,  their Jpirits  languijh,  their  joy  nts  trem - d<?  Gubernat. ' 

hie,  their  knees  finite  one  againft  the  other , and  thesr  Dell  4y.i4i« 

mouthes  jhreek*  out  unto  the  “ Afountaines  to  fall  upon1 

them,  and  unto  the  Rockes  to  cover  them,  for feare  of  the 

Lord,  andfor  the  glory  of  his  UWajefty,  when  he fhall come 

tn  flaming  fire  to  render  ° indignation  and  wrath , tribula-  Nahum  a,  io, 

t 'ton  and  anguifl?  to  every  foule  of  man  that  doth  cvill,whe-  Itef  13^,7, 

ther  he  be  Jew  or  Cj entile.  Certainely  the  time  will  P come 

ere  long,  when  the  <1  Sunne fhall  become  black*  as  fackcloth , n 0 

and  the  Moone  as  blood : when  the  Starves  of  Heaven  fhall  16.11. 

fall  unto  the  earth  even  as  a Figtree  cafteth  her  untimely  0 Rom.  2. 8, 9, 

fruit  when fh ee  is  Jhaken  with  a mighty  winde ; when  the  Me  14. 1 ?. 

2 Thef.1.8, 

P Rcv.u.2o«Iam-y*Si9.  Heb.10.37,  iPet.3.15.  Iudc  14.  3 Rev.5.i  2,to  17.  Ifay 
3444.capj3.^,io,n.Luke23.36.  2 Pet. 3 .7>io,i 2. 
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* lob  3?. 17, 
Rom.  6.i  j, 
i Sam. i i.ii, 
Ifay  55.2. 


tWifd.  5,i. 

J I0I1114.17. 
Phil  *3,9,10. 
a Cor.  5.1.  to 
*1. 

* Wifd.  5*3j4- 
See  here,pag,' 
no,  to  1 28. 

8 14.81 5-.  ac- 
cordingly. 
u 1 Pec.^.ir, 
14. 1 Pet.  1. 1 5 
16.17 . 

s a Pet.3.j8. 

7 i Tim,  6.  19 
Heb.^.zS. 


Heavens Jhall depart  as  a fcrowle  when  it  is  rolled  toge- 
ther, and  the  Elements  melt  with  fervent  heat ; when  eve- 
ry Mount  aine  and  I (land Jhall  he  moved  out  of  their  pla- 
ces, yea  the  earth  alfo  and  the  works s that  are  therein  (hall 
he  burnt  up  with  fire:  when  the  Kings  of  the  earth,  and 
the  great  men, and  the  rich  men,  and  the  chief e C apt  awes, 
and  the  mighty  men  ,( who  now  wallow  fecurely  in  their 
finfuil  lufts  and  pleasures  wichout  fearc  of  God  or 
vci2x\)and every  Bond-man  and  every  Tree-man  ( who  lives 
and  dyes  in  linne  and  vaine  delights)  {hall  hide  them- 
felvesin  the  Bennes  and  Roches  of  the  Mountaines  ; yea 
fay  to  the  Mountaines  and  Racket,  fall  on  us,  and  cover  tu 
fr  om  the  face  of  him  that  fitteth  on  the  Throne , and  from 
the  wrath  of  the  Lamhe  : for  the  Great  Bay  of  his  wrath 
is  come,  and  who  Jhall  he  able  to  ft  and?  And  then  what 
1 good,  what  profit  will  all  the  Stage-playes  you  have 
penned,  leene,or  a<5ted,doe  you  ? will  they  appeafe  that 
fin-revenging  Iudge,  before  whofe  Tribunall  you  fhall 
then  bee  dragged?  Will  they  any  way  comfort  or 
fupportyour  drooping  trembling  foules  ? or  any  whit 
afTwage  your  endlefle,  eafeleffe  torments  ? O no l { no- 
thing hut  Chrift,  noth inghut grace  and holinejfe,  (which 
the  c world,  which  Playes  and  Play -poets  now  deride  and 
laugh  at ) will  then  ftandyou  in  ftead,znd  fheild  of  all  the 
terrors  ofthatdifmall  Day.  'Wherefore  (beloved) feeing 
that  all  thefe  dreadfull  Spe£lacles,and  this  day  of  horror 
drawfo  ntgh,  be  diligent  that yee  may  he  found  of  Cfod in 
peace , without  Jpot  and  hlameleffe  ; abandoning  Play- 
mak±ng,  with  all  fuch  fruitlejfe  {Indies,  paffing  all  the 
,time  of  your  fojouming  here  in  feare , endevouring  to  be 
holy  in  all  manner  of  converfation,  even  as  God  is  holy ; * and 
growing  up  daily  more  and  more  in  grace,  and  in  the  know- 
ledge of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  y laying  up 
in  ft  ore  for  your  ft  Ives  a good  foundation  againft  the  time 
to  come ; that  fo  you  may  lay  hold  on  et email  life,  and  re- 
ceive that  Crowne  of  right eoufnejfe  which  the  Lord  the 
righteous  Judge  Jhall  give  at  that  Bay  to  all  thefe  who 
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love, and  wait  for  his  appearing. 

Secondly,  1 fhall  here  beieech  all  voluntary  A&ors,  2 
of  academicall  or  private  Enterludes,  in  the  name  and 
feare  of  God,  as  they  tender  the  glory  of  their  Creator 
and  Redeemer,  the  peace  of-  their  owne  confidences, 
the  eternall  welfare  of  their  foules,  or  their  owne  cre- 
dit and  repute  with  men,  now  ferioufly  to  confider  the 
intolerable  infamy  , finfulneffe,  fhame,  and  vanity  of 
afting  Playes,which  not  only  *the  Primitive  Chriftians,  * $ee  herc,pae, 
and  Proteftants,  but  even  Pagans  and  Papifts  have  con-  841,10  866. 
demned.  Alas  how  can  you  juftifie  or  excufe  your 
felves  in  the  fight  of  God  for  this  your  aftion,  when 
as  you  are  thus  condemned  in  the  eyes  of  men  ? or 
how  can  you  appeare  before  God  with  comfort  in  the 
Day  of  Judgement,  when  as  you  are  unable  to  Rand  in- 
nocent before  mans  tribunall  in  thefe  dayes  of  grace  ? 
Certainely,if  z for  every  idle  word  that  men  j hall  Jpeal^e,  x Matth  fi  ^ 
(yeaand  for  every  idle  part  or  gefture  to, which  they  fhall 
aft  or  life ) they  mufi  give  an  account  at  the  day  of  Judge- 
ment ; what  a dreadfull  reckning  muff  you  then  exped: 
for  all  thofe  idle  wanton  words  and  geflures  which 
havepaffed  from  you  whiles  you  have  a&ed  Playes  ? 

Repent  therefore,  repent  I fay  with  floods  ofbrinifh 
teares  for  what  is  paft,and  never  adventure  the  a<fh’ng 
of  any  academicall  Enterlude  for  time  to  come.  And 
if  any  Clergie-men,  who  have  taken  minifteriail  Or- 
ders upon  them,  are  guilty  ofthis  infamy,  this  impiety 
of  prophaning,of polluting  their  high  & heavenly  pro- 
fefTion  by  a&ing  or  dancing  on  any  publike  or  private 
Stage;  becomming  thereby  the  worlds, the  Devils  pro- 
fefled  Minifters  infleadof  Chrifts,  to  the  intolerable  *_?ee  Bernard, 
fcandall  of  Religion, the  ill  example  of  the  Laity,  ( *who  0 

are  apt  to  imitate  them  in  their  b lewdneffe ) and  their  own  rario^d  Pa- 
deferved  infamy ; Let  fuchdiforderly  hiftrionicall  Di-  ftores,  accord 
vineSj  confider  that  of  c Bernard , Si  quis  de  populo  de~  dingly. 

b Idcoque  ti- 

mendum  eft, nequos  duces  hujus  refti  itineris  habere  nos  credimus,eos  comites 
habeamus erroris.  Hicrom.Bpif,i^cap^  « Hpift,i27,fol4i86, 
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viatfolus  petit,  V tram  P aft  or  is  error  mult  os  involuit,  & 
d Epift.4j.f0l.  tarttis  obeft  quantispraeft  ipfe.  d Verum  tu  Sacerdos  Dei 
1 8 altijfimi , ceti  ex  his  placer e geftis  , mundo  an  Deo  ? Si 

mundo,  cur  Sacerdos  ? Si  Deo , cur  qualis populus  tails  & 
Sacerdos  ? Nam  fiplacere  vis  mundo , quid  tibi prodefi  Sa - 
cerdottum ? V ileus  ttafy  placere  homtntbus,  Deo  non  places. 
St  non  places,  non  p lac  as.  Alas  how  can  any  commit  the 
cuftody  of  their  foules  to  fuch  who  are  altogether  neg- 
« Bern.ird.Ser.  ligent  of  their  owne.  e Qui  ftbi  nequam  , cui  bonus  t 
1 i.inPial.Qui  ( Placet  vobis  ut  Mi  bomint  credam  animam  meam  qui 
t^nC‘ ,f' ' perdidit  fuam?  was  S.  Bernards  queftion  to  Pop elnno- 
* cent ; it  may  be  mine  to  Patrons  and  Ordinaries  who 
prefent  or  admit  fuch  Play-afting  or  other  fcandalous 
sSec  here,pag.  Minifters  to  the  cure  of  foules,  which  ought  to  be  de- 
i s o .4  69)  5 12,  prived  of  all  facredOrders  and  preferments, as  the  8 pre- 
? 8*  cc^em  Cowtcels  and  Canomfts  witnejfe . But  how  ever 

&4SummuU*  &ch  A^ors  chance  to  efcape  all  humane  penalties  here, 
Raymundi.  ^et  them  remember  that  they  fhall  furely  undergoe  the 
{•9i9i>9h9  4«  everlafting  cenfure  ofthe  ^ Great  Sbepheard  of the  Sheep, 
Summa  Ho-  Chriftjcfus , hereafter : and  let  this  for  ever  diflwadc 
DcVka&'h  them  irom  this  ungodly  pradife  of  perfonating  Stage- 
nc^at“aC[c°/playes,  which  hath  becne  moft  execrably  infamous  in 
corum.foI.137.  all  former  ages.  As  for  all  profefled  common  A&ors,  I 
& 1.  j.  Dc  blc-  fhall  here  adjure  them  by  the  very  hopes  and  joyes  of 
rico  Vena  tore.  Heaven,  and  the  eternall  torments  of  Hell,  toabomi* 
Luad  natc» to  renounce  all  future  a&ing,  and  this  their  1 bet - 

Inrfocemi  ^\bijh  Pr  of eftlon,  which  makes  them  the  very  wfirumeuts , the 
Operum.Tom!  arch -agents,  theprofejfed  bondjlaves  ofthe  DeviU, the  pub - 
1 .pig.471  .ac-  like  enemies  bow  of  Church  and  S tatey  the  authors  of  their 
cordmgly.  owne  and  others  juft  damnation ; excommunicating  them 
j Secure 4 A \ ^om  Church, the  Sacraments*  and  fociety  ofthe 

4 .Scene  1!  A %fa**hfull  in  this  life, and  everlaftingly  excluding  them  from 
c.  Scene  20.  & ^ods  blejfed  prefence  in  the  life  to  come. Y ou  then  who  are 
Aft  7.  Scene  but  newly  entred  into  this  infernall  unchriftian  courfe 
l*  3*  of  Play-ading,confiderI  befeech  you,that  this  your  in- 

famous profellion  is  the  broad  beaten  rode  to  all  kindc 
of  vice, of  wickednefle  & prophaneffe;  the  readieft  paf- 
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fage  unto  Hdl  itfelfe,in  which  you  cannot  finally  pro- 
ceed without  the  allured  lotfe  of  Heaven;  & a profefled 
apprentifhip  to  the  very  Deviil,whofe  pompcs,whofe 
fervice  you  have  long  fince  renounced  in  your  bap- 
tifme  ; and  therefore  cannot  now  embrace  without  the 
higheft  perjury.  O then  take  pitty  on  your  owne  poore 
foules  before  it  be  too  late ; before  Stage-piayes,  finne, 
and  Satan  have  Y gotten  fuch  abfolute  full pojfejfion  of  you , k blandi- 

04  utterly  to  disable  you  to  cafi  off  their  yoake : And  endo  dulce  nil- 
now  I pray  fay  thus  unto  your  foules;  * {fur ergo  tan- tnvit malum 
topcre  vitam  ifiam  defideramus , in  qua,  quanto  amplius  vi-  Icro  recufat 
vinms  tantoplus  peccamtu  ? Quanto  eft  vita  longior , tamo 
culpa  numeroftor . Quotidie  namq3  crefcunt  mala  & fab-  ma  ^yp/oiittu. 
trahmtur  bona.  Minimepro  certo  eft  bonne  qui  melt  or  effe  jfti.  Paciic 
non  vult:&  ubi  incipis  nolle  fieri  melior,ibi  etiam  deft  ms  effe  eft  teneros  ad- 
bonus.  Alas  why  will  you  die,  why  will  you  vcluntari-  hucantmos 
ly  caft  away  your  foules  for  ever  by  this  trade  ofading 
Piayes,  when  as  you  need  not  hazard  them  if  you  will  cjauntur  vim 
now  renounce  it  ? What,  is  there  any  profit  or  plea-  qus  nobifeum 
fure  in  your  owne  damnation  ? is  there  any  advantage  creverunt.  Sc- 
tobe  gotten  by  the  Devils  fervice?  is  there  any  fafe”*c*,D* lra- 
living  in  the  very  mouth  of  Hell  it  felfe  ? Why  then  * ^ernardi * 
fhould  you  proceed  on  in  this  Diabolicall  trade Doe  Mfeditationer. 
your  Friends  or  gracelefle  Parent  s prefle,or  elfe  induce  cap4i.  fol  1 Bo. 
you  to  it,  even  againftyour  wills  ? O give  them  that  pa-  A.  & Epift,^, 
thetical  refolute  anfwer  which  Holy  as  the  Monk  e once  99^ 

gave  unto  his  Parents.  m Si  mevere  ut  boni,  utpij  Paren-  * 

tesdiligitif  ; fiver  am  fi fidelem  ergafiliumpietatemhabe - 10 
us,  quid  mepatri  omnium  Deo  placere  fat  agent  em  inquie - n Mich.  7. 
tatis,&  abejus  fervitio  cujus  fervire  regnare  efi,retrahere  0 Secundum 
attentat  is  l V ?re  nunc  cognofco , n quod  inimici  hominis  do- 
mefiici  e/us.  In  hoc  vobis  obedire  non  debeojn  hoc  vos  non 
agnoftco  parentes  fed  hofles.  Si  dtligereUs  me  gauderetis  Venio,qui  me 
utiq^  quia  vado  admeum  atq3  veflrum , immo  univer forum  ante  fecerunt 
patrem.  <ss4lioquin  quid  mihi  dr  vobis  t 0 Quid  d vobis  damnatu,q«am 

tores  peccatorem  in peccato  fuo  genaeium,  & de  peccato  nutriverunt,  Nihrl ex  eis 
habeonifi  miferiam  & peccatu,8c  corraptibile  hoc corp9 quod gefto. Quid fum ego? 
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Homo  de  hu-  habeonifi  peccatum  & mtferiam  ? hoc  folum  quod  gefto 
more  liquido.  corruptibile  corpus  deveftro  me  habere  fateor  & agnofeo . 

UI  enim  in  Non fujficit  vobis  quod  me  in  hanc fccult  miferiam  mtferum 
«°dmiisde^ui-  mifer^  ^duxifiis,  quod  in  peccato  vefiro  peccatores pecca- 
manofemine  torem  genut jits  ; quod  in  peccato  natum  de  peccato  nutri - 
conceptus,  &c.  ft  is,  nifi  etiam  invidendo  mthi  mifericordiam  quam  confe - 
Deinde  fpuma  cutus  fum  ab  eo  qui  non  vttlt  mortem  peccatoris,filiumin- 

illa  co agulara rH oeroehe nn <t  faciatis?  O durum  patrem  ! o favam  ma- 
modicum  cref--\  J jr^r  ^ , 

cendo  caro  fa-  trem  ' 0 parent es  crude les  & impios  ! imo  non  parentes  fed 

da  eft.  Poftea  peremptores,  quorum  dolor  falus  pignor is , quorum  confola - 
plorans  & eju-  tio  mors  filij  efi.  Qui  me  malunt  per  ire  cum  ijs , quam  reg- 
ions traditus  nare  fine  eis . Qui  me  rurfus  ad  naufiragium  unde  tandem 
(am  hujus  mdus  evafi , rurfus  ad  ignem,unde  vix  femiufius  exivi, 
Ik'ccce  jid  in°’  rurfus  <*d  latrones  d quibus  femivivus  reltilus fum , fed  mi - 
morior  plenu  s fir  ante  Samar  it  ano  jam  aliquant  ulum  convalui , revocare 
iniquitatibus  conantur , & militem  Chrifti  prope  jam  rapto  c&lo  trium- 
& abominatio - phantem,ab  ipfo  jam  introitu  gloria,  tanquam  canem  ad 
ni  «s.  I am  jam  vomitum,  tanquam  fuem  ad  lutum,  ad  feculum  reducere 
antediftri&utn  ''Koliuntur.  Mira  abufio.  ‘Domus  ardet;  ignis  in  fiat  d 
]udicem,de  o-  ter  go,  &fugientiprohibetur  egredi,  evadenti  fuadeturre - 
peribus  meis  gredi?  & hac  ab  his  qui  in  incendio  pofiti  fum  & obfiina - 
rationem  red-  tiffima  dementia,  ac dement ijfima  obfiinatione  fugere  peri - 
diturus,&c.  Culum  nolunt  ? Proh  furor  ! Si  voscontemnitis  mortem  ve - 
tationes  cap.i < fir^tn,  curetiamappetitis  me  amt  o / tnquam  negligitis  fa - 
foLzSo,  lutem  vefiram,  quid  juvat  etiam perfequi  meam  l Q uare 

vos  non  potius  fequimini  me  fugientem,  ut  non  ardeatis  ? 
z/dnhocefl  vefiricruciatus  lev  amen,  fi  me  etiam  perima - 
tis,  & hoc  folumtimetis,  nefoli  per  eat  is  ? Ardens  ardent  i - 
bus  quod  folatium praftare  poteritf  Qua  inquam  confola - 
tio  damnatis focios  habere  fua  damnations , &c  f /finite 

igitur parentes  mei,  definite , & vos  fiufira  plorando  ajfli- 
gere,  & me  gratis  revocando  inquietare.  Doth  the  love 
pMatth.i  6,16.  ofgaineor  pleafure  allure  you  to  it  ? Alas,  p what  will 
it  profit you  to  win  the  whole  world  (much  lefie  a little  fil- 
thy game,  or  fooiifh  carnali  momentany  delight)  and 
* Eccles.  12. i«  then  to  lofejourfoules  ? 3 Remember  therefore  jour  Crea^ 
tor  in  the  dajes  of  jour youth, by  abjuring  the  Devils  fer- 
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vice,  and  betaking  your  felves  toGods,iett  the  Devill 
being  your  lord  and  matter  in  your  youth,  prove  your 
tormentor  onely  in  your  age*  r I{ecedat  itaq^  p eccandi c Eufebius 
amor,fuccedat  judicq  timor.  Namquamdiu  in  vobis  car-  9 aUicanus. 
naliumrerumvixerit  appetitus,  (bint  ahum  k vobis  Cenfu- ^rrno  e^nort. 
am  elongabit  ajfeftus.  J\emo  tnvas  ^hquopatorecorrup-^^^^  pa- 
turn  balfama  pretiofa  tr  ans fundi  t ; & ficut  dixit  Dominus:  trurn.  Tom.?. 
Nemo  mitt  it  vimim  novum  in  utYes  veteYes,  ‘Difficile  eft  pars  i.pag. 
ut  ajfurgere  ad  bonum  pojfis , nifi  a malo  ante  diverter  is  : 
quamdiu  nova  deli  ft  a adqciuntur , Vetera  non  cur  ant  ur. 
Prorfuspeccata  non  redimet , qui  peccare  non  definit : quia 
nemo  potefi  duobus  deminis  feYviYe.  In  uno  anima  domicilii 
imquitasatcf  jufiitia , capita*  atfeluxuria  fimul  habit  are 
nonpojfunt.  Inter dicattiY  igitur  accejfus  voluptati,  utq,  It - 
bidmi , ut  domusmunda  pat  eat  cafiitati : excludatur  Dia - 
bolus  cum  militia  vitiorum , ut  Chrifius  cum  choro  poffit 
intrare  virtutum.  You  who  have  beene  ancient  Stage- 
players,  and  have  ferved  many  Apprentifhips  to  the 
Devill  in  this  your  infernail  profeflion,  O conttder,  con- 
fider  fcrioufly  I befeech  you,  the  wretched  condition 
wherein  now  you  ttand : your  parts  are  almoft  aded, 
your  laft  dying  Scenes  draw  on  apace,  and  it  will  not 
be  long  ere  you  goe  off  the  Theater  of  this  world  f unto r Ads  t * i ft 
your  proper  place  ; and  then  how  miferable  will  your 
condition  be  ? You  have  beene  the  Devils  profefled 
agents,  his  meniall  hired  fervants  all  your  lives,  and 
mutt  you  not  then  expect  his  wages  at  yourdeathes? 

You 1 have  treafured  up  nought  but  wrath  unto  your  [elves'  Rom.i.j.to 
againfithe  day  of  wrath  whiles  you  lived  here , prccipita-  1 z • 
ting  both  your  ielvesand  others  todettrudion ; andean 
you  reape  ought  but  wrath  and  vengeance  hereafter  if  you 
repent  not  now  ? Your  very  uprofejfion  hath  excommuni-nSut  Ad  4. 
catedyou  the  Church,  the  Sacraments , the  fociety  of  the  Scene  i,&  7. 
Saints  on  earth ; and  will  it  not  then  much  more  exclude  Sccnc  , 
you  out  of  Heaven  ? x O miferabilis  humana  conditio , & g xn  2g  P* 
fine  Chnfto  vanum  omne  quod  vivimus  ! was  S.  Hieroms%  pi;’erom*4Ea 
patheticall  ejaculation : and  may  it  not  be  much  more  pift.$«cap  6+ 
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yours,  who  have  y lived  without  Chrifi  in  the  world , 
who  have  renounced  his  fervice , and  betaken  your 
1 elves  to  the  Devils  workes  and  pompes  again!]:  your 
baptifinall  vow,  as  if  you  had  covenanted  by  your 
feives  and  others  toferve  the  Devill,  and  performe  his 
workes,  even  then  when  you  did  at  firft  abjure  them  : 
O then  bewaile  with  many  a bitter  teare,  with  many 
an  heart-piercing  figh ; with  much  fhame,  much  hor- 
ror,griefe  and  indignation,the  Ioffe  of  all  that  precious 
time  which  you  have  already  confumed  in  the  Devils 
vaffajage,  and  iince  God  hath  forborne  you  for  fo  many 
yceres,  out  of  his  tender  mercy,  Onow  at  laft  thinke 
it  enough,  yea  too  too  much  that  you  have  fpent  your 
beft,  yourchiefeft  dayes  in  this  unchriitian  diabolical! 

* 1 Pet, 4.*,$,  lewde  profeflion;  profefling  publikely  in  x S.  ‘Peters 

4*  words  ; The  time  pajl  of  our  lives  may  fuffice  us  to  have 

wrought  the  will  of  the  £j  entiles, and  of  the  Devill  to,  we 
will  henceforth  live  to  God  alone  : If  you  will  now  caff 
of  your  former  hellifh  trade  of  life,  with  fhame  and  de- 
tection; if  you  will  prove  new  men,  new  creatures 
for  the  time  to  come ; Chrifls  armes,  Chrifts  wounds, 
yea  and  the  Church  her  bofome  hand  open  to  receive 
you,  notwithstanding  all  the  a lufls  and finnes  of  your  for- 
mer ignorance.  But  if  you  will  yet  (top  your  eares,  and 
harden  your  hearts  againft  all  advice, proceeding  on  ftil 
in  this  your  ungodly  trade  of  life,  * in  which  you  camot 
hut  he  wicked,then  know  you  are  fuch  as  are  marked  out 
malum  neceffe  f°V  Heli  5 who  are  given  up  to  a reprobate  fence  to 

z&.Scma.  Dc  lvorke  rill  uncle  aneffe  even  with  greedineffe,  that  you  all  may 
Ira,  lib  .ix  13.  be  damned  inthe  Day  of  Judgement  for  taking  plea  fare  in 

* 1 

ii,  1*. 

c 


*i  Pec.1.11, 

12,13. 


* Quid  autem 
eo  infadicius 


b 1 Thef.2.10,  unnglneoufnejfe,  and  di fob  eyingthe  truth.  As  therefore 
2 Cq  <:  1 c ^OL1  exPec^ to  enter  Heaven  Gates,  or  to  efcape  eternall 
Latth,1  ii *\°6  damnation  in  that  great  dreadfull  Day,  cwhenyou  muji 


Matth, 

Uom.14 


o,  rill  appear e before  the  Judgement  Seat  e of  Chrifi,  to  give  a 
particular  account  of  all  thofe  idle , vaine  and  jtnfull  attions 
gefiures , words  and  thoughts , which  have  proceeded from 
you,  or  beene  occafoned  in  others  by  you  ally  our  dayes  j be 
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fure  to  give  over  this  wicked  trade  of  Play-acting 
without  any  more  delayes,  which  will  certainely  bring 
you  to  deftru&ion,  if  you  renounce  it  nor,  d as  all  trues.  Scc  put  r 
penitent  T layers  have  done  before  you.  For  if  the  righte-ACt  tf.Scene 
cusjhallfca>  cely  be  favcdht  the*T>ay  of  Judgement,  where  *4-  *o.  & here 
l hall  fuch  ungodly  finnerr, ns  you  appeared  Certainely,  fyou?‘  ?)l°' 
Jhallnot  be  able  to fiand  in  Judgement , or  to  juftifie  your  1 g et,4‘I7‘ 
felves  in  this  your  profeflioninthat  finne-confounding 
foule-appaling  Day:  but  S you fhall  then  bepunijhedwithi  z Thef.i 
everlafiing  perdition  fom  the  prefence  of  the  Lord, dr  from  9 * 
the  glory  of  his  power,  if  the  very  riches  of  his  grace  and 
mercy  will  not  perfwade  you  to  renounce  this  calling 
now;  * Quanto diutius  Deus  vos  expettavit  vt  emendetis,  *JBernardi  Mc- 
tanto  diflrittius judteabit  fi  neglexeritis  : by  how  much  ditationes.  c.a. 
the  longer  God  hath  forborne  you  here  expecting  your  zi*°- 

rcpetance,the  morefeverelyfhal  he  then  condemns  you. 

If  any  Stage-players  here  object,  that  they  know  Obiettion. 
not  how  to  live  or  maintains  themfelves  ifthey  fhould  “ 
give  overacting. 

To  this  I aniwer  firt,  that  as  it  is  no  good  argument  zAnfw.  i. 
for  Bawdes,  Panders,  Whores,  Theeves,  Sorcerers, 
Witches,Cheaters,toperfevere  in  thefe  their  wicked 
courfes,becaufe  they  cannot  elfe  maintaine  themfelves; 
fo  it  is  no  good  Plea  for  Players.  h No  man  mufi  live  h see  Tertul, 
by  any  fmfull  profejfion ; nor  yet  doe  evill  that  good  may  dc  Idololatria. 
come  of  it : therefore  you  mutt  not  maintaineyour  felves  Iib.Chryfoft. 
by  acting  Playes,  it  being  a lewde  unchriftian  infamous 
occupation.  Secondly, there  are  divers  lawful!  callings  ‘n^L.  *Aicn^ 
and  imployments  by  which  Players  might  live  in  bet-  Summa  Thco- 
ter  credit,  in*  a farre_  happier  condition  then  now  they  logix.  pars  2. 
doe,  would  they  but  bee  induftrious:  ' It  is  therefore  1 

Players  i diene jfe,t  he  tr  love  of  vanity  & (in full  pic  a fares, not 
want  of  other  callings,  that  is  the  ground  of  this  objection.  ^!iYev?m  Epi_ 
Thirdly,  admit  there  were  no  other  courle  of  life  but  ftie  £ to  Lam- 
th is  for  Players  ; I dare  boldly  averre  that  the  charity  hen, accord ing- 
of  Chriftians  is  fuch,  as  that  they  would  readily  fup-  [Y  & Barr  1. 
ply  the  wants  of  all  fuch  indigent  impotent  aged  6*5cenc  f • 
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Adors  (unable  to  get  their  livelihood  by  any  other 
lawfull  trade)  who  out  of  confeience  ihall  give  over 
Playing.  Certainely,  the  charity  of  Chriitians  was 
k l'uch  in  k Cyprians  dayes,  that  they  wouldrather  maintatne 

Epift.  io.  5cc  fsore  penitent  <sy4tlorswtth  their  publike  almes, then  fuff cr 
here  p.jo 6,  them  toper ifh,  or  continue  aiding;  and  I doubt  not  but 
their  charity  will  be  now  as  large  in  this  particular  as  it 
was  then.  Laftly, admit  the  objedion  true ; yet  it  were 
f2rre  better  for  you  to  die,  to  liarve,  then  any  wayes  to 
i Nulla  eft  ne-  live  by  finne  or  ftnfun  courfes.  There  is  1 no  Absolute  ne- 
C uendi  uibus  ceffltJat  meK  Jhould  live ; but  there  is  this  neceffity 

una  eft  neceflu  on  not  to  Jinne)  yea  every  pious  Chriftian  as 

ras  non  dehn-  is  evident  by  the  concurrent  examples  of  ail  the  Mar- 
quench.  Tartu! . tyrs,fho\i\d  rather  chufe  to  die  the  cruellefl  death,  then 
vc  cortm  Mili - to  commit  one  ad  offinne*  Better  therefore  is  it  for 
us.capj.  Players  to  part  with  their  profetfion  forChrifts  fake 
even  with  the  very  lofle  of  their  lives  and  goods, 
( which  m they  muft  wAiingly  lofefor  Chrift , orelfe  they  are 
not  worthy  of  him,)  then  to  retaine  their  Play-ading,and 
fo  lole  their  Saviour,  themlelves,  their  very  bodies  and 
loulesfor  ail  eternity,  as  all  unreclaimed,  unrepenting 
Flaycrsin  all  probability  ever  doe,  Let  Players  there- 
fore if  they  will  be  mercifull  tothemfelves,  fhew  mer- 
cy rather  to  their  Louies, then  to  their  bodies  or  effaces. 
n Bernard,  ad  n Jafoj  enim  mifericordia  crude htate plena  eft,  qua  vide - 
Abbatem^A-  *ta  corfori forvitur,  ut  anima  juguletur . Qua  enim 

polooi?..  Col.  charitasejtfarnem  dtligere,&  jpintum  neghgere?  'Quave 
98  8" I.  difcretio,totum  dare  corpcri  & anima  nihil  ? Qua l is  vert 

* 61  cam  folli-  mifericordia  ancillam  reficere  dr  dominam  int  erf  cere  ? Ne - 
citus  esjli  nec  m0 pro kuiufmodi  mifericordia  Jperatfe  confequi  mifericor- 
nis^fitam^ru"  : ftdeertiffime  pot  tits  pan  am  expellet*  Yea  let  them  re- 

denterVervas11"  nounce  their  Play-ading  though  theyperifh  here, rather 
pakas  tuas^eci-  then  perifh  eternally  hereafter  to  live  by  it  now. 
am  horreum  laftly,  I fhall  here  exhort  all  Play-haunters,  allSpe- 
mcmento'1&  ftator$  of  any  publike  or  private  Enterludes,  to  ponder 

cuftodire.Imo  vero  non  exponas  thefaurum  tuum  qui  ftcincubas  fterquilinio  tuo. 
B award.  Seme,  7.  in  Ffd,  £>ui  habitat,  foljo.u* 

all 
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all  the  premifed  reafons  and  Authorities  againft  Stage- 
playes,  together  with  thofe  ° fever  all foule-condemmng  o See  Parc  r . 
wickednejfes,  fwnesyeaf ear  e full  judgements,  inwhichthey  Ad  6.  thorow- 
irequently  involve  their  cAttors  and  Spettators : to  re-  , 
member,  that  they  are  the  very  P Devils  fnares , bis  1062.129, 
worker,  his  fompes,  which  they  moft  folemnely  renounced  23^,236,  zy7> 
in  their  baptifme:  that  they  are  ^ thegreateft,  themofi  405^4^0.  fol4 
fcrnicious  corruptions  both  of  their  HElors,  their  Spectators  S2*,**43 
mindes  and  manners',  the  onely  Canker-wormes  of  their 
graces,  their  venues  5 the  chief  eft  incendiaries  of  their  car-  \ p7‘rt;  u *A(q  6 
nail lujls',  the  common  occafions  of  much  aft  uall  lewdneffe,  Scene  i4to  xo4 
finne  and  wickednejfe ',  the  principall  obftacles  of^their  Jin - accordingly. 
cere  repentance ; the  grand  empoy [oners  of  their  foules  ; and  c E etc  qua  vo- 
if  we  believe  r S.  aAuguftine,  the  mortiferaus  broad  bea-  |^a  dseTa^ 
ten  way  to  Hell  it  felfe,  and  evcrlajhing  death,  in  which  tgg  non  fru^.ra 
whole  troopes  of  men  run  daily  on  unto  deftruction,  O then  ipfa  ducit  ad 
let  all  thefe,all  other  fore-alleaged  flexanimousconfide-  Amphithea- 
rations  divorce  you  now  from  Stage-playes  , from  trum> non du- 
Theaters, which  elle  will  feperate  you  from  your  God  ; duclt 

and  10  engage  yo.ur  hearts,  your  judgements, your  con-  yla  mortlfera 
iciences  againft  them,  as  never  to  frequent  them  more  latitudoe- 
upon  any  occalion  or  perfwafion  whatloever.  You  have  jus  deledat  ad 
heard  and  feene  at  large  what  Cenlures,  what  Verdicfts  tempus,  finis 
the { Primitive  Church, both  before  and  under  the  Law  and  ejus  an§uftus 
Gaft  ell',  the  ancient  eft  Chriftians,C.  ounce  Is,  Fathers',  the  s^cf  airbag1* 
beft  Chriftian,the  be  ft  Pagan  Nat  ions,Emper  ours.  Princes,  ftrepimtjturbse 
States,  Alagiftrates , fVnters,  both  ancient  and  moderne,  feftmant,tur- 
have  co  nft ant  Ly, have  unanimoujlypajfedup  on  Stage-playes,  k*  colludan- 
Theaters,  'Players,  Play-haunters,  againft  whom  Ter-  tar>turb*con- 
tullian,  Cyprian,  Chryfoftome,  Auguftine,  Salvian , and  o-  im^tari^iiol/a- 
ther  Fathers,  with  fundry  moderne  (Authors,  have  pro-  verti:  vanitates 
feffedly  written  ample  Volumes:  You  have  feene  all  fun: & infaniae 

mendaces. 

Noli  numerare  turbas  hominum  incetienres  latas  vias,  implentes  craftinum  Cir- 
cumjciWtatis  natale  clamando  celebran:es,civitatem  ipfam  male  vivendo  turbantes. 
Noli  ergo  illos  attendere, multi  funt.  Et  quis  numcrac  ? Pauci  aucem  per  viam  an- 
guftam.  Enitr.  inTfal.i9-Tom.8' pars  1. p.414.41 5,  ^.^416.417,41 8.  i See  Parti, 
Ad  6.  Scene  3.4,f,il4&  Ad7«  Scene  1. to  7, 

Kkkkkk  3 


ages, 


$88 


Pa  rt.z. 


H iflrio-Maflix. 


t See  Parc  i.  ages,  all  places, all  qualities  and  degrees  of  men,  1 Jewts 
Adtf.Scene  $.  andG  entiles,  Greek?*  andBarbarians,Chriftians  and  Pa- 
A & vans,  Protcftants  and  Papifts,  yea  Popes  and  Jefuits  to, 
7.Scenc  i.to  7,  concurring  in  their  juft  damnation.  Be  not,  O be  not 
tnb;;xr  yee  therefore  u wifer,  nay  worfer , then  all, then  any  ofthefe 
res  aut  dcvoti-  Play -condemning  JYorthies  who  have  gone  before  yon ; 
ores  fum us  ? (whofe  harmonious  P lay -confounding  refolutions  agree - 
Pcriculofe  able  with  the  Scripture,  if  Saint  * Bernard  may  be  cre- 
prarfumimus  iccci^  mu  ft  bindeyou  to  renounce  all  Stage-playes,  in  the 
rumli^calibus  VerJ  fefcfame  manner  as  if  God  himfclfe  had  exprefly 
prudeatia  pre-  commanded  you  to  abandon  them  :)  frequent  not  Play es 
tcrivit.  Bernard,  which  tljey  abominated ; pleade  not  for  Enterludes 
which  they  foferioufty,fo  abundantly  condemned  : Let 
^Obediemia  nott:^al:  cenfure  of  holy  y Bernard  be  verified  of  you  ; 
<\ux  majoribus  thatyou  have  now  not  onely  loft  the  power  of  the  ancient 
prxbetur  Deo  Chriftian  Religion , but  even  the  very  fhew  and  outftde  to : 
exhibetur.  but  as  you  are  Chriftians  in  name,  in  profeiTion,  fo  bec 
Quamobrem  yOU  fuch  jn  truth,  in  pradife.  And  fince  it  was  the 
* tnoft  notorious  charabler  of  Chriftians  heretofore , to  abo 


homoj^ued  mutate , to  abandon  Players , PUyes  and  Play-houfes  ; 
non  fit  tamen  let  it  bee  your  honour  , your  piety,  your  pradicall 
certum  difpli-  badge  of  Chriftianity  to  forfake  them  now  : that  fo 
cere  Deo,  haud  imitating  the  Primitive  Play-renouncing  Chriftians  in 
acc^piemlttm°  t^ieir  hoiineffe,  you  may  at  laft  participate  with  them 
eft,quam  fi™  hi  their  eternall  biiffe.  And  fo  much  the  rather  let  me 
praecipiat  admonifh  you  to  withdraw  your  felves  from  Playes 
Deus.  Quide-  and  Play-houfes,  becaufe  no  ordinance  of  God  can  doe  you 
mm  intereft  any  good,  or  clenfe you from your  finnes , whiles  you  refort  to 

an  perfuoSe  Theaters , as  I have  * largely  proved  : heare  but  Saint 

miniftros  five  Chrjfoftame  once  more  to  this  purpofe,  where  fpea- 
Hominesfive  king  againft  mens  and  womens  par  ling,  laughing,  and  ga~ 

Angelos  ho- 

minibusinnotefcatfuum  placitum  Deus ? Sive  enim  Deus,five  homo  vicariusDei 
mandatum  quodcimqj  tradiderir,paripr©fe<ftdobfequcndum  eft  cura,  pari  reveren- 
tiadeferendum,abi  tamen  Deo  contrana  non  priecipit  homo.  DC  Pracepto  & T)b 
Ihufationc.foLiso.H.Kj-  Y lam  religionis  antique  non  folum  virtutem  amifimus, 
ied  nccfpeciemretinemus.  Ad  Gulielmum  Abbatcm  Apologia*  fol-  260.7).  2 See  here, 
p.4.61,5  j7. accordingly.  * See  Part  i.Ad  6.  Scene  12.&  p.$<?*.to  406.435,434. 
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z,tng  about  in  Churches  (which  * hee  [everely  cenfures)  *See  Cbryfoft, 
he  writes  thus.  a Nunquid  the Africa  fiunt  hac  qua  hie 
gerunturi  opinor ante m quod  idTheatris  debeamus.  Ino - 
bedientes  enim  mukos  nobis  confittumt  & inept  os  : qua 
enimhic  extruuntnr,illicfubvertuntur : & non  hoefolum , $6.in  i Cor  14. 
fed  & alias  immunditi as  necejfe  eft-  Theatri  fiudiofis  ad-  Torn. 4.  Col. 
harere • £t  perinde fitac fi quit  campnm  velit purgare}  in  « 5 3 6. 

quem  fons  lute  fluens,  influat ; quantum  enim  purgaris , x yim  * ^ 
taniuminfiuit . Hoc&  hie  fit , quando  enim  pur gamus  d dmgly*. 
Theatro  hue  venientes,  & immundiciam  afferentes , dum  a Homil.24.1n 
illuc  iterum  abeunt , major em  contrahunt  immundiciam , A&a  Apoft. 
quafi  dedtta  opera  fievivant  ut  nobis  negocium  faciant,  & 
iterum  veniunt  multo  luto  fordidati,  in  moribus,  in  gefti-  43*  to- 
bus , in  verbis , inrifu , i#z  defidia.  Deinde  iterum  nos  fodi - the  like  pur- 
mus , quafi dedita  opera  in  hoc  fodientes,  utpuros  illos  di-  pofe 
mijfos iterum  videamus Into ac cano  inquinari.  You  then* 
who  have  beene  confhnt  Play-haunters  befmeared 
with  their  filth  and  dung  for  divers  yceres  together,  Rom 
you  who  have  fpent  your  youth,  your  manhood,  your  Epli.^16^7* 
befiand  chiefefi  dayes  * which  you  Jhould  have  dedica - b See  here,pag. 
ted  to  God, your  honefi  callings,  andfarre  better  things ; I0*  IIA9>1°» 
on  Playes,  on  Play- houfes,  and  luch lafeivious  fports,  *l5*7->68> 69, 
you  who  have  caft  away  your  money,  your  eltates  on  350,541,374 
Players, Playes  & Play-houfes,(the  b very  faBor s, pompes  $,4*8 
undJynagoguesofthe'Devill)  c wherewithyou jhould  have  44^47^74  > 
cherijhed  (f hrifis poore  needy  members  ; You  who  have  488^i°> 
beene  ancient  Patriots,  Supporters  of  A&ors  or  their 
Enterludes  either  by  your  purfes , or  your  prefenCe,  i^Prov!^1^! 
drawing  thereby  upon  your  foules  the  guilt  of  many  a 1 Iohn.3.i7« 
fearefull  unlamented  finne ; remember,  O remember  See  Parti.  A<ft 
that  it  is  now  d more  then  time  for  you  to  clenfe  your  Scene  2* 
felves  from  tbefe  Augsean  Stables;  with  which  you  *'1Iy 

have  beene  too  long  defiled : to  renounce  thefe  curled  c Epbef.  5! 
pompes  of  Satan,  which  you  have  too  long  ferved;  16.  CoI.4.y/ 
ttoredeeme  the  Jhort  remainder  of  that  mo  fi  [acred  time  f Col.3.5^,  7. 
whigh  you, have  too  prodigally.,  too  finfully  confumed;  1 3-1 
to  take  Pome  fpeedy  ferious  courfe  for  the f mortifying  of  ^ 11  !* 
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thofe fonle-flay  ingfiejhly  lufts  which  you  have  over-long 
fomented ; for  the  g adorning,  the  favingof  thofe  tmmor - 
t all fo ales,  which  you  have  over-much  neglected  3 for 
Rc;/.?.i8.  Va- the  h at  totting  of  that  holy  God,  that  bleffed  Saviour 
nus  error  ho-  tj-,at:  f aruffify me  Spirit  of  grace,  which  you  have  too 
nis  cultus  dig-  highly,  too  long  'provoked,  k crucified,1 grieved ; which 
nitatis,  fulgere^#  m can  never  doe  whiles  you  refort  to  Stage-playes . And 
purpura, me nte  lince  the  world,  the  flelh,  the  Devil!  have  had  your 
iordefcerc,  Mt-  youth  and  ftrength,let  God  be  fure  to  enjoy  y our  age, 
'otta'i  Fe!*i‘i  y vyho  vnyoti  have  nfacrilcgionfy  robbed  of  all  the  reft , Alas, 
h V ^orfffzo,  fhe  time  that  you  have  already  paft  in  Play-haun- 

’ ting,  and  filch  delights  of  finne,  hath  beene  bat  a time 
of  jpirituall death,  wherein  you  have  beene  worfe  then 
nought  in  Gods  account : 0 Ab  eo  enim  tempore  cenfe - 
mar  ex  quo  in  Chrifto  renafeimur,  as  Saint  Hierom  truely 
writes:  and  what  other  profit  have  you  reaped  from 
1 EpIM.297j0.  Playes  or  Play-houfes,  ? JVift  qnod  fenes  magis  onttfti 
Heb.  ia.29,  peccatorHmfafceyroficifcimmi,zs the  fame  Father  fpeaks? 
01  See  Part  1.  O therefore  now  at  laft  before  it  be  too  <1 late,  before 
death  hath  wounded  you,  Heaven  excluded  you,  Hell 
n Deo  dickta  devoured  y ou,  repent  of  all  your  former  Play+haunting 
membra  nulla  with  many  a fob  and  teare,  abandoning  all  Playes,  all 
tibi  temeritate  Play-houfes  for  the  future ; 1 at  ftc  correlli  atfy  in  mehtu 
ufurpesjfcicns,  reformats,  qtii  admit atif Her  ant  pritts  in  Spettaculis  infant - 
^ndificTnnon  am'  nunc  admirentur  in  moribusdifeiphnam.  You  who 
abiqs  gravi  fa-  ar^  ^uc  young  and  newly  entred  into  this  dangerous 
crilegio  in  afus  courfe  of  Play-haunting ; you  of  whom  I may  fay  as 
vanitatis,vo-  * Seneca  once  did  of  the  Roman  gentry ; Oftendam  nobi - 
luptatis,  aut  e-  Jijfim0s  juvenes  mancipia  pantomimornm,  remember  rhat 
iario°oper1sU"  holy  covenant  which  you  not  long  fince  made  toGod  in 
affumantur.  baptifme,  i to  forfake  the  'Dev ill  and  all  his  workesy  the 
icmard.  in  Pfal.  pornpes,  the  vanities  of  this  wicked  world , with  all  the  fin - 
4J»i  Habitat,  fall  lafts  of  the  flefh,of which  Stage-playes  (as  the. c Fathers 
Scrrn  8 foi.7 1 . 

• Epift.J.c.5 .EpheC«.iYi , 3.  f Hierom. Epift. 3.0.7-^  Matth.2f.io.to  14.  r Cyprian. 

Epift-R 1 57-  * Seneca.Ep1ft.47.pag.219.  * See  here, pag.  3.  & 41.  to  62. 

* See  here,  pag.  3. 41,  to  61.  561.  to  567.  ijo,  n63  z 57,  415,  5»4> 
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teach  you)  are  the  chief e;  O perjure,  perjure  not  your 
felves,  renounce  not  your  chriftianity,  your  faith,  your 
vow,  your  baptifme  (by  frequenting  Playes)  in  your 
youth, your  child-hood;  "bequeath  noty  our  felvesfofoone*  Tu  fitempld 
unto  the  *1) evill,  after  your  folcmne  confecration  unto  God  fpiricus  fantti 
tn  Chrifi ; let  not  him  gaine  polfeflion  of  your  pcrfons,  V1°*as*fi imra 
your  fervice  in  your  youth,  that  fo  hee  may  command,  Se?de^Aa* 
and  challenge  them  in  your  age;  * Nonenimobtinebuut  das. .ficum 

definat fi  incipere  Jennifer  is : ergo  intranti  re(tftamus,&c.  calicc  Chrifti, 
But  as  *you  have  given  up  your  forties  and  bodies  as  an  holy  de  calice  Das- 
livingfacrifice  unto  God  in  baptifme , to  ferve  him  with  m0ni0rum 
them  in  holineffe  and  right  eoufneffe  before  him  aU  the  dayes  co^umeli^* 
of  your  lives  ;fobe  yee  litre  to  make  good  your  promife,  eft,nonrcligio: 
by  r remembring , by  ferving  your  Creator  in  the  dayes  of  injuria,  non 
your  youth,  your  ftrength,your  health  and  life,  who  will  devotio:Idolo- 
2 then  crowne  you  with  glory  and  immortality  at  your  J^endTabo- 
death.  Pitty  it  is  to  fee  how  many  ingenious  Youthes  m^n  moselle 
and  Girles ; how  many  young  (that  I fay  not  old)  fimul  Baal  fa- 
Gentlemen  and  Gentlewomen  of  birth  and  quality,  muhri  & 

(as  if  they  were  borne  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to 
confume  their  youth,  their  lives  in  lafeivious  dallian- 
ces,  Playes  and  paftimes,  or  in  pampering,  in  a adorning  Seneca  Epift. 
thofe  idolized  living  carcafes  of  theirs,  which  will  turne  n6, 
to  earth,  to  dung,  to  rottenndfe  and  wormes-meat  ere  x Horn,  r j,i. 
be  long,  and  to  condemne,  their  poore  negle&ed  ^P,6‘3* to  M« 
foules)  calling  by  all  honeft  ftudies,  callings,  imploy-  y 
ments,all  care  of  Heaven,  of  falvation,  of  their  owne  *.  zfQ\ 
immortall  foules,  of  that  God  who  made  them,  that  z Tim.  4.8. 

Hcbr,  1.7  >9> 

a To  whom  I may  ufc  S, Cyprians  words  in  the  like  cafe.  Tu  licet  indumenta  perc- 
grina  & veftes  fericas  indues,  nuda  es : Auro  te  licet  & margaritis  gemmifqj  conde- 
cores, fine  Chrifti decore deformises. Si  quern detuis  charis  mortalibus  exituper- 
didi{Tes,ingemifceres  dolenter  & flcres,facie  inculta,  veftc  mutata  ncgle&o  capillo, 
vultu  nubilo,orc  dejedo  jndiciamaeroris  oftenderes.  Animam  tuam  vnifera  perdi- 
1 diftijfpiritualiter  mortuafupervivere  hictibi,  & ipfa  ambulans  funus  tuumportare 
csepiftij  &nonacriter  plangis,  non  jugiter  ingemifcis ? Non  tc  vel  pudore  crimi- 
I nis,velcontinuationelamentationisobfcondis  ? Ecce  pcjoraadhucpeccancii  ^ulnc- 
ra,ecce  majora  delifta ; peccafle,  nec  fatisfacere  5 deliquifle,  nec  delida  deflere.  Cy- 
prian,  Dc  laofis Strmo.  'Tomt.pag.  547. 
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Saviour  who  redeemed  them,  that  Spirit  who  fhould 
fanftifie  them,  and  that  Common-weale  that  fofters 
b I fay  iiji  2.  them ; doe  in  this  idle  age  of  ours, like  thofe  b Epicures 
c.n-i  1,1 3. cap.  of  old  moft  prodigally,  moftfinfully  riot  away  the  very 
$6. it.  Amos  creame  and  flower  of  their  yeeres,  their  day  es  in  Piay- 
rfj.to  3.  Dan.  houfes  ? [n  Dancing-fchooles , Tavernes,  Ale-houfes, 
Dice-houfes,  Tobacco-fhops, Bowling-allies, and  fuch 
1 1.  to  16.  infamous  places,  upon  thofe  life-devouring,,  time-ex- 
haufting  Playes  and  paftimes,  (that  I fay  not  finnes  be- 
fide,)  as  is  a fhame  for  Pagans, much  more  for  Chriftians 
to  apprqve.  O that  men  endued  with  reafon,  ennobled 
e C0I.3. 1,2,3,  with  religion  ; with  immortall  foules,  c fit  onel)  forth? 
Phil, 4.  8,9,  noblefl,heavenlieft, fublimefi  and  divinefi  all  ions,  lhould 

Ifay  4$.ir.  ever  bee  lo  defperately  befotted  as  to  waft  their  pre- 
4 Eccie^  ^x*  cious  time  upon  fuch  vaine,  fuch  childifh*  bafe  igno- 
to  1 2. 1 6. 11  * ble  pleafures,  which  can  d no  way  profit  foule  or  body, 
1 Sam.i2.xi.  Church  or  State  ; nor  yet  advance  their  temporally 
Ifay  x.  lob  much  lefle  their  fpirituail  and  eternall  good;  which 
^Pomfr38,  they.  everfeeke.  You  therefore  deare  Chriftian 

7 'Om,  .21.  Bretjireri}  who  are,  who  have  beene  peccant  in  this 
kinde,  for  Gods  fake,  for  Chrifts  fake,  for  the  holy 
Ghofts  fake*  for  Religions  fake, (which  now  extremely 
^*4.  cfujfers  by  this  your  folly;)  for  the  Church  and  Com- 
HzccR  ao,  roon-weales  fake,  for  your  owne  foules  fake,  which  you 
xj.  ? 3 fo  much  neglecft,  repent  of  what  is  paft  recalling,  and 

for  the  future  time  refoive  through  Gods  afliftance, 
never  to  caft  away.yourtime,your  money, your  eftates, 
your  good  names , your  lives,  your  falvation , upon 
thefe  unprofitable  fpeftacles  of  vanity,  Iewdneffe,  iafei- 
vioufnefTe,orthefe  delights  of  finne,  of  which  you  muft 
f Rom.  6. 21 . neceffarily  repent  and  be f a fhamed,  or  elfe  be  condemned 
-Ezra  9. 6,  Ifay  for  them  at  the  laft  5 Zpajfmg  all  the  time  of  jour  pilgrim 
Ezech  m*ge  here  infeare,  and  imploying  all  the  remainder  of 

63.  * * your  fhort  inconftant  lives, in  thofe  honeft  ftudies,  cal- 

s 1 Pet.  1. 1 7.  lings. and  pious  Chriftian  duties ,h  which  have  their  fruit 
b Rom, 6, xx,  untoholmeffe,  and  the  end  ever lafltng  life.  And  becaufe 
we  have  now  many  wanton  females  of  all  forts  refort- 


wg 


Part.*. 


Hi  fit  io-<  ‘Maflix. 


991 


ing  daily  by  troopes  unto  our  Playes, our  Play-houfes,to 
fee  and  to  befeene,zs  they  did  in  1 Ovids  age;  I fhall  only  { $cc  here,pag. 
defire  them  (if  not  their  Parents  and  Husbands,  to  con-  4ji. 
fidcr ; kthat  it  hath  evermore  beene  the  notorious  badge  k See  Part  i. 
ofproftituted  Strumpets  and  the  lewdeft  Harlots,  to  ram-  ^ Scene*, 
ble  abroad  to  Playes , to  Play-houfis  ; whether  no  honefi , 
chaft  or  Jober  G tries  or  Women,  but  only  branded  Whores,  & ^1,$  3 5*349! 
infamopts  Adultereffes  did  ufually  refort  in  ancient  times : 270,589,790, 
the*  Theater  being  then  made  a common  Brothell : And  $9ij4i9,43®* 
that  all  ages, all  places  have  conftantly  fujpetted  the  chaftt - t0  V* 

ty,yea  branded  the  hone  fly  of  thofi females  who  have  beene  cordinely^ 
fo  immodefi  as  torefortto  Theaters,  to  St  age -playes, which  * Adulterijs, 
either  findeor  * make  them  Harlots ; * inhibiting  all  married  impudiciti  js. 
Wives  and  Virgins  to  re  fort  to  Playes  and  Theaters,  as  Ipucrorum  vio- 
have  here  amply  proved.  Sincetherefore  Saint  Taul  ex-  f^enr°m' 

prefiy  enjoy  nes  all  women  (efpecially  thofiof  the  younger  £emoftldones 
fort ) to  be 1 fiber,  chaft e,  keepers  at  home , (yea  m therefore  execrandse  fic- 
keepersat  home,  that  they  may  be  chaft  e and  fiber , as  and - barn  mulitref- 
ent  andmoderne  Commentators  glofle  it ;)  that  the  Word  of quc  e3ipe- 
God  be  not  blajphemed : (whereas  the  diffolutenefle  of  bamur'^fede- 
our  iafeivious,  impudent, rattle-pated  gadding  females 
Row  is  fuch, that  as  if  they  had  purpofely  ftudied  to  ap-  fturnu  funeftu- 
propriate  to  themfelves  King  Solomons  memorable  cha-  quefpeffcaculu  l 
raft  cr  of  an  whorifh  woman , n with  an  impudentface,a fub-  jf1  Theatro 
tile  heart  and  the  attire  of  an  Harlot ; they  are  lowde  and  ^ 

ftnbborne;  their  feet  abide  not  in  their  houfis  - now  they  virao  inter  a- 
are  without , now  in  the  ftreets,  and  lie  in  watt  at  every  dolefcentes  in- 
corner ; being  never  well  pleafed  nor  contented,  but  fanos  atque 
when  they  arc  wandring  abroad  to  Playes  , to  *P amtul‘baTn 
Dancing-matches, Mafqucs, and  publike  Shewes;  * CJ?  rwJ* 
ft  om  which  nature  it  filfe  ( if  we  believe  S.  *Chryfiftome  rit.i! 

Tom.  4.  Col.  \ 484.  B.  * Seepag«33$.  $ f 6j 4397 44$ j 444*  accordingly.  * See 
Thomas  Beacon  iris  Carechifme.  i<al.  S15. .&  $36,  YVomen  ought  not  to  refort  to 
Playes  or  Hnterludcs,  1 Ticii.  4,  S«  m Seehere  pag.434.43  s . & Do&or  Tdjf/a/* 
his  Commentary  upon  Titus  3,  verf.  S.pag.$89#  390,  Thomas  Beacon  hi  s Cate- 
chifme;  fol.  SiT-  S^.and  inhis  3.Bookeof  Matrimony,  fol.  6 75.  n Prov.7,io, 
1 1, 1 z, 1 3 . See  Lyra^firtwrlghty  Dod^nd  Uolcot  on  this  place.  * Nam  quoniam  a 
feena  & ijs  quae  lllic  firnt  turpia  & indecora  jpfa  natura  abduxit  mulieres>  Diabolus 
Lllllla  hath 
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Maflix, wherein  I have  reprefented  both  to  your  view 
and ( centres  to,  (as  well  as  my  poore  ability,  and  other f In  hoc  cnim 
interloping  Imployments  would  permit,)  the  unlaw-  non 

fulnefl'e,the  milchievous  qualities  and  effeds  of  Stage-  fed 

playes  thcnafdves,  and  of  their  penning, ading, and  f re-  ctiam  uberum 
quenting;  endeavoring  (out  of  a tcordtall  defire  of  your  corre&orem 
et  email  welfare ) as  much  as  in  mee  lieth,  to  perl  wade  defidcro.  Ve- 
you  to  abandon  them ; by  ripping  up  the  fevcrall  mif- 
chiefesand  dangers  that  attend  them.  If  any  there-  uem 
fore  henceforth  perilh  by  frequenting  Stage-playes,  cfle  deditum, 
after  thislarge  difeovery  oftheir  fin-engendring  foule-  iu;correftore 
condemning  qualities,  their  (inne, 0 their  blood fh  all  light  1101°  hie 

upon  their  owne  heads , not  on  mine,  who  have  taken  all  merJonam€t 
this  paines  to  doe  them  good.  All  then  I fhali  delire  of 
you  in  recompence  of  my  labour,  is  but  this  ; that  as  I dem ; ifte  fe 
have  aded  my  part  in  oppugning,  fo  you  would  now  non  ame- 
play  your  parts  to  in  abominating,  in  abandoning,  P7u,scluam  ca~ 
Stage-playes,  without  which  this  Play-refuting  Trea- 
tife,  will  doe  no  good,  but  hurt  unto  your  fouies,  b y nm.lib.^Dc 
turning  your  linnes  of  ignorance,  into  linnes  of  know-  Trinitau.  Pm- 
ledge  and  rebellion.  The  labour  of  it  hath  beene  mine  «w.  &Petm 
alone ; my  delire,  my  prayer  is  and  fhali  bee,  that  the  Lombards,  in 
benefit5the  comfort  of  it  may  be  yours, the  Repubiikes,  4*p^f*M* 

and  the  glory,  Gods  ; the  * convincing  concurrence 
whofe ever-blejfed  Spirit,  Co  bldTe,fo  prolper  it  to  your  u Efcech.344. 
everlafting  wealc,  that  >’  your  whole  Jpirits,  fouies  and  bo-  Ads  10.26. 
dies,  may  be  henceforth  preserved  blameleffe,  from  all  fu- 1 vbi  Dcus 
ture  foule-defiling  Enterludes  and  delights  of  linne,  Maglfter 
unto  the  comm  mg  of  our  Lord  Jefm  Qhrifb'X*  before  whofe  cio- 

dreadfulTribunaU  we  mufb  al  ere  long  be  fummoned,to  give  ccwir  Lev.  1 ve .■ 
an  account  of  all  our  actions: ) Sc  that  you  may  fo  judge  of  Pentccojie.Scm. 
Stage-playes  now9as  you  will  determine  of  them  in  that  I'caP-1  • 
great  dreadfull  Day  of  Judgement,  and  in  the  day  of[  1 ^or  io*- 
death,  when  you  fhali  not  judge  amide.  And  becaule  R*:n  ^0°’ 
no diffolute  Libertines, orlic^ntious  Readers  through  u*" 

Satans  or  the  worlds  delufions , fhould  cheat  their 
foulesofthebenefit  intended  to  them  by  this  worke, 
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out  of  a prejudicate  opinion,  that  it  is  overftrid:,  and 
'more  then  puritanically  inveftive  againft  Players, 
Playes  and  Theaters;  to  prevent  this  fond  evafion,  and 
» Nunquam  n. co  Put  * exclaiming  Play-patriots  to  perpetuall  filence, 

fine  querela  * pretermitting  the  memorable  omitted  authorities  of 
segra  tangun-  Cjulielmu*  Stuckius , Anti  quit  at  urn  Convivaltum.  lib.  3. 
tur.  SenecaDe  cap, 20 -2 1, 22, &c  Tiguri.i  597.  and  of  Gulielmus  PeraU 
Summa  l^trtutum  ac  Titiorum-  Tom.  2.  Lugduni. 
1585 .Tit.  DeLuxuria.  c.3. p.  62. to  77.  two  excellent 
learned  Dilcourlcs  againft  Stage  -playes,  health-drinking, 
and  b mix t lafeivious  dancing , which  I lhall  commend 

which  S^e  Ro  unt0  your  reac^nS  5 with  c the  lmperiall  Editts  of 
CThar}es ,the  Stage-jlajcs  and  Dancing  on 

lais  Treatife  of  Lords-dayes,  and  Holj-dayes , and  all  rore-cited  Play- 
Dancing,  & condemning  Authorities:)  1 lhall  here  by  way  of  Con- 
Part  1.  Ad  clulion,  cloze  up  this  whole  Difcourfe,with  the  words 
8'if,vvic^  of  Joannis  Mariana , a famous  Spanijh  Jefuit;  who  be- 
there  Quoted  5 ^es  h^krge  and  learned  Books,  De  Spettaculis,  pro- 
and  thofe  o- * feffedly  oppugning  Stage-playes,  hath  (ince  the  publi- 
ther  Writers  cation  of  that  Treatife,  in  his  i.Booke  and  16  .Chapter 
in  the  Table.  De  iJ{ege  & Regum  Inftitutione . pag . 341.^351.  (de- 
ad  eede  ^lcatec* t0  Philip  the  3 . of  Spatne , and  pubh  fhed  in 
Samvcnerit  ^ ^ Yecrc  l59°‘  Cnm  Privilege  C afar c&  Majeftatis  & 
tam  per  dies  pertniffu  Super  tor  urn, with  the  1 peciall  prefixed  approba- 
Dommicos,  tions  of  Stephanus  Hoieda , Vifitor , and  Petrus  De  Onna, 

quam  & per  fo-  Mafter  Provinciallof  the  Jefuit  s oftheProvince  of  Toledo, 
fanftorum  a in  ^tatne0  delivered  his  politive  and  deliberate  refolu- 
liud  i°b7non"  t^on  againft  Play ers, Play es,and  Piay-houfes  in  thefe  en- 
agat,  nifi  quod  fuing  termes,which  is  every  way  as  harfh,  as  rigid  and 
ad  Dei  perti-  precife  as  any  verdi<ft,that  either  I my  felfe,or  any  other 
net  fermium.  fore-quoted  Authors  have  here  paft  againft  them.  His 
i nionesL&  Cd-  worc^s  well  worthy  all  Players  and  Play-haunters  confi- 
tationes,can-  deration  are  thefe. 

ticaque  turpia,  & Iuxuriofa,&  ilia  lufa  Diabolica  non  fadat,  nec  in  plat'eis',  nec 
in  domibus,  neque  in  ullo  loco,  quia  hxc  de  Paganorum  confuetudipe  reman- 
ferunt.  Et  qui  lpfa  feccrit  canonicam  fententiam  aedpiat.  BoibeUm  Vecret  Ec - 
clefia  Gallicava.  tib.  4.  Tit.  1.  cap.  ip.pag-Mpj  See  Tit,  10.  cap.  2.  to  1 9.  where 
there  are  divers  Conftitutions  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
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* Publicam  ludorum  infaniam,  qua?  fpeftacula  nomi-  * oe  Rcgc  & 
nantur,  * ieperatadifputatione  pro  virili  parte  caftiga-^£"w  dib. 
vimus,multifq;  Argamentis&  majorum  tddmonijs  con-^'^16*^41* 
firmavimus,  theatnlicentiam , de  quapotijfimum labor  an- weclely E i6\ i 
dnm  eft,  nihil eJJ'e  almd ; * quam  odicinam  impudicitia:  * in  his  Books 
& improbitatis,  ubi  omnis  at  at  is,  fexus  & condition is  ho-De  SpeftacuHs, 
mines  depravamur  : fimulatiffc  & ludicns  allionibus  ad  colonial  grip, 
vitia  vera  informantur.  aAdmonentur  enim  quid  facer  el6°9f  ^ee  ^erc 
fojfmt,  & inflammanturlibidtne,  qua  ajpettu  maxime 
aunbus  cone  it  at  ur : puellaprejertim,  & juvenes,quos  tn - 
tempefrtve  voluptatibns  infici  grave  efl,  * at  fa  reipublica  * Not  a km. 

C hr  ifliana  exit  tale  malum.  Quid  enim  continet  feena, 
ni(i  virginum  * ftupra,  & mores  proflituti  pudoris  fx-  * Hence  Saint 
minarum,  lenonum  artes,  atq;  lenarum,  ancillarum  & Hicrom writes 
fervorum  fraudcs,verfibus  numerofis  &ornatisexpli«  thy^Repirtum- 
cata,  fententiarum  luminibus  diftindla,  eoq;  tenacius  nJrimmZe- 
memoriae  adhaerentia,  quarum  rerum  ignorario  multo  re,necfcurraiu- 
commodioreft  ? Hiftrionum  impudici  motus  &geftus,  dcre,nec  Atella- 
fradseq;  in  faeminamm  modum  voces,  quibus  impudi-  niupojfiteffmi 
casmulkres  imitantur,quid  aliud  ni(i  adlibidinem  in-  Ep^s.cap.^, 
fiammant,  perfe  ad  vitia  fads  proclives?  <iA n ma jor f^Phver s 
alia  corruptela  morum  excogitari  pojjtt  ? Qax  enim  in  ufually  aded 
feena  per  imaginem  aguntur,  peratta  fabula  cum  rifu  moft  wicked 
commemorantur,frnepudore  deindefimt,  voluptatis  cupi-^ings. 
ditate  animum  titillante:qui  funt  veluti  gradusad  fu(ci- 
piendam  pravitatem,cum  (it  facilie  a jocis  ad  feria  tran- 
fitus.  Rede  enim  & fapienter  Solomon , Quafi per  rifum, 
inquit, fiultus  operatur  Scelus;  turpia  enim,atqj  inbone- 
ftafadudi&uq;  dum  ridemus,approbamus  : fuoq;  pon- 
dere  pravitas  identidem  inpejus  trahit : * Cenfeo  ergo ,*  ^oteti 
moribus  Chriflianis  certifrlmd  pefrem  aff eyre  the atn  licen - 
t tarn, nomini  Chrifiiano gravijfimam  ignominiam.  Cenfeo 
Principi  earn  rem  vel  maxime  cur  a fore,  ne  aut  ipfe  fuo  ex- 
emplo  authontatem  conciliet  arti  vam(fima,fr  frequenter 
interfit  fpettaculis,  aud> at  fchb enter  fabulas,praj ’enim  qua 
ab  hiftrionibus  venalibus  exhibentur  : & quoad  fieri  pote  - 
rit 3 de  tot  a provmcia  ext  ur  bet  earn  pravitatem . Nefc  con - 
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cedat  mores  [nor urn  ea  turpitudme  dcpravari . * Hoc  no- 
ftrum  vocum  eft  deftinataq;  fententia-  Vcrum  populi 
lcvitas&  peccantium  multitudo,  quad  moles  quardam 
opponitur  ; turn  au&oritas  eorum  qui  com  muni  Errori 
patrocinantur.  Eteft  excufatio  furoris  muicitudo  infa- 
norum, hoc  quoq;  nomine  prava  noftra  natura,  quod  vi- 
tijsfuis  & cupiditacibus  favet,  neq;  facile  aveili  fe  finit 
ab  ijs  qua;  cum  voluptate fufcipiuntur;  cujus  fumus  na- 
tura  cupidiffimi.  Vfque  adeout  fi  quis  vanitati  refi- 
ftat,  ei  vehementer  iralcatur  populi  multitudo.  * Ille  fit 
publicus  inimicus,  Auguftinus  ait,  cut  hac  falicitas  difplt- 
cet , quifquis  earn  auferre  vel mat  are  tentavent3eum  libera, 
multitudo , avert  at  ab  auribus3  evertat  d fedibus3  auferat  d 
viventibus.  Excsecat  nimirum  prava  confuetudo  ani- 
mos,  & qua  palTim  fieri  videmus,  dcfendere  conantur 

* Let  our  Play-  quidem  * l i&nti a patroni,  magni  fcilicet  Theologi , quaff 

patrons  well  juri  & aequitati  confona,otio  & literis  abutentes : quos 
obferve  this  redarguere  facile  crit  tefiimonio  & authontate  veterum 
-pit  ite.  Th  e olo gorum  3in  h acre  non  diferep  ant  a quibus  dif- 

ccdere  noftr#  setat is  Theologos  velle  non  putamus. 
Has  omnes  fimulata:  veritatis  prseftigias  rctegere  non 
erit  difficile,multitudinem  a furore  retinere  difficilius 
erit:  niff  publica  accefTerit  authoritas,  quorum  intereft 
magiftratuum.  Profe&o  curandumeft,  ut  ea  opinio 

* Let  Play-  publice  fufeipiatur,  * Theatra  fane3  quibus  obfeana  ar- 

thSwell n°tC  tra^aKtHr > officinam  univerfa  improbitatis  ejfe9 

* Let  Players  q*iConcurrmt  e0  non  ficus  facer  e3  quam  qut  ad  gane  as , ad 
marke  this  1 furta3adcades3ad  lupanaria : qui  fufeepti  laboris  fruftus 
ftile  and  title,  erit  multd  maximus.  Erunt  enim  qui  pravitate  cognita 

* And  if  Pa-  definant  peccare,falutemq;  fuam  turpi  voluptate  potio- 
tcTpr!^1"  rem  habeant,neq;  prudenter  & feientes  in  mortem  feran- 
come  irntT  turfurentes,rapidi3&  mifirabiles t Iliad  certe  omni  cur  a 
their  Idols  s^prefiandum^ut  to  etc*  natio  perditorum  hominum,  penitus 
lemnities,thall  dtemplis  exturbetur : quod  Romanorum  tempore  fuifie 
Chrillians  ad-  aliquando  faftum , Tacitus , Libro  quartodecimo  his 
The  Chur ch  or  ver^^s  ^ icat.  ^ c w tnodica  quidemfiudia plebis  exar - 
Sacraments  ? fire^Hia  redditi  quanquam fcana pantomimic  certamnibus 
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facris  prohibeantur.  * Qua  ergo  fi'onte  hiftnones  de  for o*  Stage-playcs 
ra^t os  e publtcis  diverforijS  in  ‘T emplum  Chrifiiant  indu^  ^cnarc  no  ^ 
cent,  ut  per  eosfacra  fefiorumUtttia  augeatur  ? Aut  qui  ^Chriftian 
conveiiiaC,  uci  ^Augufimus  contra  Romanos  antiquos  Fcafti/als  and 
ait ; hifinones  tgnommia  notar  c^tfoin  infamium  numero  Solemnities, 
p oner e, per  quo s divtnus  cultus  honeftatur  ? curd  facris  or - this  very  lefuit 
dimbus  repellantur  , quod  ecclefiaftica?  leges  fanciunt,  bcmjludge. 
quorumopera  dies  fefti  & cadeftium  celebritates  iliu- 
itrantur  ? Sed  obi  j cis  fortafle,  eos  in  tempi  is  non  in  tur- 
pibus argumentis  verfari,  lea  facras  hiitorias  rererre ; 
quod  utinamverum  eflet,&  non  potius  ad  movendutn 
populi  rifum,  obicamifttma  quoq;  adhtarcnt.  Eteft  a- 
cerbum  negate  non  pofle , quod  lit  turpe  confiteri. 

* Seim  ui  [ape  in  fantliffimis  templis  inter  fab  uh  actus,chori  * Such  is  the 
adtnftar  adult erornmf 'art a,  amor es  twpes  recitari,ut  ho-  holinefie  of 
nefltfiimus  quiffc  ea  fpettacula  v it  are  deb  ear, ft  decor  i,  & piJyC°fM  1 
pudori  confultum  veitt.  * St putabimus  tamen  qua  d mode - * tf0ta  bene, 
fits  homtmbus  fugiuntut , ea  caleflibus  ejfe  grata?  £go 
crediderim  potius  quafi  fordes  & reltgionis  ludibria,  hos 
omnes  ludos  d fanft ifiimis t emplis  ejfe  exterminandos,  ac  im- 
primis publicos  hifiriones,  qui  cum  turpi  vita  fint,  rchgio  - 
tiem  fadare  potius  fua  ipforum  ignomima  videHtur ; & 
ajj'ueti  turpibus,  in  fantfifiimts  locis  odorem,  quo  imbuti 
funt,  ore , oculis , & toto  corpore  exhalant : ac  nefcio  an 
aliquando  fabulam  agatit, quin  verba  turpia,  vel  impru- 
dentibus  farpe  excidant : &hos  tamen  contendemus  divi - 
nis  celebritatibus  adhibere Sed  fac,  ( quodmnquam  acci - 
dijfeprobabis ) hiftriones  ievera  aliqua  lege  confiridos,*$acrcc{ftories 
incra  modeftia:  fines  contineri  pofie,  ac  fiacras  tantum  therefore  m 
hiftorias  cum  dignitate  referre;  * contendo , non  minus  this  Icfuits 
eum  morem  cum  religioms  fanttitate  pugnare,  nef  minus  judgement 
dedecus  reipub.  ajferre  : Qui  enim  conveniat  ab  homimbus  beaffcVd^n  the 
turpibus  Divorumres  gefias  referri,  eofq?  Francijci,  Do-  no  nor 
minici,  Magdalenae,  Apoftolomm  Jpfiusetiam  * Chrifii  yet  in  Church- 

perfonas  reprafentareJ  An  non  id  fit  Calum  terra,  aut  cano  e< : which  con- 
trols the  pra- 

<ftife  of  his  fellow  Pricfts  and  Icfuits.  * Quanto  ret  facratier  tanto  abufm  c]m  damna- 
bilior. Concil.Calonienfe  t s ^6.  pars  9.cap  1 6.  Surius.Tom.4.  pag.ygy. 
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potius,facra  prof  ants  mi f cere  ? Imagines  in  temple  magna 
honeftatc  depingi  cavetur , dr  impudicam  faminam  Mauae 
auc  Cathar mx , pro bofum  hominem  Augultini,auc  Antoni  j 
perfonamfuftinercpatiamur  ? Quod  <iArnobtus  certe,  8c 
antiquior  Tertullianusi b antiquis  fa&itatum  accufant : 
ignominiofos  homines  in  fcenam  fanftijftmorum  Deorum 
perfonas  indue  ere. Nome  violatur  Afajeftas.  ( Tert  till  owns 
ait)  & dtvimtas  conftupratur,  laudantibus  vobisl  Qua: 
verba  adnoftros  mores  transferas  iicct,  atqj  in  antiquis 
interpreter^,  noftrorum  licentiam  & turpicudinein  ac- 
cufari.  * Ita%  ft  duorum  optio  danda  effet , mallem  ab  hi- 
ftrionibus  profanas  fabulas  agi,quamfacras  hiftorias : quo- 
tsiam  cum  decore  & honeftate  eos  facere  non  pojfe  perfuafum 
plane  habeo , turn  ob  eorum  vilitatem  & dedecus , turn  ob 
fadtftlmos  mores, paremtf  attionum  levitatem  & turpitudi - 
nem . St  ipfe  cogitabam  in  templis  feftiffe  Divorum  omnia 
ad  pietatem  dr  modeftiam  comparanda  ejfe , quibus  rebus 
animus  excitatur  ad  religionem  & ad  rerum  divtnarum 
contemplationem,t/fq^  communiter  & privatim  vacandum 
ejfe.  Rifus,plaufus , clamores  an  idpraftent , per  fe  quiffs 
confiderabit . Sequitur  pravitas  alia,neq,*  minor  fup  eriori, 
neque  minus  devitanda.  * Otfuh eres excellent^  puichri- 
Women  aftors  tu.dine>  eximia  aclionum  venuftate&  gratia  inducuntur 
in  Spain,™  we  in  Theatrum y quod  maximum  eft  incit amentum  lib idints, 
hive  ferrule  ^ adcorrumpendos  h amine spotifftmum  valet,  Deus  enim 

PUyin°Boves (ut:*  Bafilius  ait  libro  de  virgmitate)  cum  conderet  ani- 
in  Womens'  mantes  in  utrumfe  fexum  diftincias,  aftrttm  mutua  cuptdi- 
tatis  inferuit,  inter  homines  maxime , qua  fe  invtcem  appe - 
rerent,  majorem  multo  in  vira,  quantum  faminam  de  ejus 
latere  format  am  dihgit  tit  propnum  membrum,  & ad  earn 
toto  impetu  rapitnr.  * Sicfamina  in  fe  quart  dam  virtutem 
habet,  miram^poteftatem  trahendiadfe  vtrum,non  fecus 
ac  Afagnes,  cum  ipfe  non  moveatur,  ferrum  ad  fe  rapit. 
Contra  hanc  potiOimum  cupiditatem  pugnare  debenr, 
* Le-  Pi  quicunq;  pudicitias  dignitatem  coniequi  dudent,  nun- 
haumers^pon-  cJuam  intcrrupt°ufq;  ad  vitae  finem  certamine  : * Quad 
tier  this,  P an  V fact  ant,  qui  tantoftudio  ad  Theatra  concur  runt,  pi  us 

& 
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& modeftus  lettor  fecum  ipfe  eonfideret.  Enimvero  cum 
hiftrionesftudiaomnialucro  metiantur,  cit  multitude 
nem  alliciant,  quam  non  ignorant  ajpettu  mulicrum , & 

Audit u max tme  capi,  omnes  fiaudes  fufcipiunty  nulla  ho - 
neftatis  cur  a : uftf  eo  ut  in  templa  etiam  turpes  hat  mu- 
lierculas  inducant : quod  his  Annis  non  femel  fadlitatum 
eft,  neque  uno  loco  in  Hifpania,quod  horrefeunt  audire 
aures;  de  quibus  rebus  egerint  pudet,  pigetq;dicere. 
Et*Principum  minus  efi  refifiere  lev  it  at  i multituditris  * Not  a. 

perditorum  hominum  temeritati.  Non  ignoramus  antiquis 
temporibus  mulieres  in  feenasfuifle  inve&as,  quas  in- 
figni  impudentia  corpora  etiam  nudafle,  omnemq;  aeta- 
tem  objeefta  fpecie  libidinis  expugnafle  paftim  atq;  cor- 
rupifte,ftia  quoq;  aetate  4 Chrjfofiorms  muftis  locis  accu-  * Hom} 
fat.  Nudas  quidem  in  noftra  Theatra  mulieres  prodi-  CMattk. 
re  non  arbitror,  tametfi  nonnunquam  in  ipfa  attione  nudart 
audiebam , certe  tenuiftimis  veftibus  indutas  prodire, 
quibus  membra  omnia  figurantur,  ac  ferme  fubijeuntur 
oculis.  Mulieris  autem  afpe&u  pulchrx  & ornate,  pre- 
terea  geftus  & verba  in  molliciem  fra&a  adjungentis, 
quid  potentius  effcpojjitad illiciendas animas yatifin fem- 
p iter nam  mortem  impellendas,  infammandaf ^ h b i dine  ^ ego 
fane  non  video : vinett  officium  lingua  periculi  magnitude: 
eo  amplius  quod  hsec  etiam  turpicudo  fuos  patronos  ha- 
bet,  non  quofuis  de  populo,  fed  viros  eruditionis  Sc 
modeftiseopinione  praeftantes.Aiunt  enim  aut  comsedias 
in  univerfum  abdicandas,  aut  mulieres  inducendas  in 
Theatrum,  * quod  majuspericulum  immineatfipueri  fub -* 
fiituantur  in  vefle  muliebri  & ornatu , quo  afpettu  ad  pra - 
pofteram  & nefariam  libidinem  populus  folicitetur.  Nimi- 
rum  velamen  malitise  quaerunt : aliud  agunt,  aiiud  agere 
videri  volunt,  Hifpanorum  nationi  fufpicio  criminis 
imponitur,  aquonatura  abhorrer,  (paucos  excipio)  Sc 
nos  in  provinci/s  quibus  id  malum  viget,  feimusf^pe 
pueros  in  feenam  prodijfle  fine  periculo ; variafq;  per- 
sonas utres  fe  dabat  cum  dignitate,  eligantiaque  aefti- 
tafie.  Cupiditas  autem  muliebris  fexus  latius  patet,ma- 
M m m m m m 2 jorefque 
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jordquc  multo  impetus  habet,  non  iblum  in  corruptif- 
iimis  homimbus  & pravis,quales  flint  qui  puerorum  a- 
monbus  indulgent,  fed  in  alijs  etiam  viris,  aliqua  pro- 
bitatis&  modeftiae  laude  confpicuis.  Mitro  quod  fa- 
mina  fcenica,  qua  hiftriones  confeblantur  & adjuvant,  for- 
ma funt  venali,  five  quod  tot  viris  procacibus  & otiofis 
circumfepta,  * miraculi  inftarejfetft pudice  viverent : & 
ex  turpi  queftuplerumtfe  rapt  a,  pofito  amp  It  us  in  Thcatro 
pudorc  adingeniumredeunt*  Itavulgato  inter  p lures  cor - 
pore  omnibus  exitium  afferunt , juvenes  otiofi  & perditt 
( quorum  magnus  Humerus  ubitfe  eft ) eo  afpetlu  cone  it  at  i 
feruntur  precipites : unde  rixa  graves , vulnera , £r  cedes , 
contemptus  parentum  & rei  familiar  is  pra  amore  earum 
muliercularum . Qua probra,  & fimilia  multa  alia , qut 
dignanonputat  qua  omni  ftudio  avertantur,ferreus  fit  & 
communi  hominum  caterorum  fenfu  rationed^  deftttutus, 
* Cenfeoprseterea  nullam  certamfedem  htftrionibus  r.v- 
truendam  publice,  domum  aut  Theatrum , quam  lucri 
parte  locatam  unde  inopes  alantur,  aut  quod  in  alias 
publicasutilirates  impendatur ; ea  enim  fpecies  obten- 
ditur  ab  ijs  qui  contra  ftatuunt.  * Primum  enim  fallo 
Theatro  occafio  manifeftaprabetur  hone  ft  a eonditione  viris 
&faminis  inter fe liber e conveniendi.prafertim  domus , aut 
Theatri  magiftro  venal i : nam  qui  emit  magno,  vendat 
necejfeeft  omnem  hcentiam,  qua  ab  illo  flag  it  are  homines 
perditipotermt : fietq?  ex  Theatre  lupanar  mult oexitialius 
quam  alia:  deinde  frequentiores  ludt  erunt  perpetua  fiede 
f ubli  cede fignata, quam  omnino fit  opus,  Alliciet  loci  oppor- 
tune as  adludendum  & fpeblandum,& prafebtus  cum  magno 
eamfedem  conduxerithiftr tones  undi.fcconquiret,  nullum 
diem  elabi  fine  ludo  patietur ; quin  potius  die  bus  nobles 
C9ntinuabit , quanta,  cum  perturbatione  reipublica  dicer e 
non  eft  neceffe . Q is  is  enim  juvenes  avellatab  ea  vanitate  ? 
Opifices& agreftesreliblo  opere  quotidiano  concurrent,  fa- 
muli heroscontemnent,famina  viros  & familiam.pra  cupi- 
ditate  fteblandt : quod  feimus  hoc  etiam  tempore  ex  parts 
comingere . Prxterea  hiftrionum  numerus  extrudo  certe 
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Theatro  per  urbes  & oppida^inmenfum  augebitur  pon- 
dns  iners  atque  inutile,  cum  fine  enervati  voluptatibus ; 
nam  & lucri  aviditas  multos  excitabit,  neque  nifi  mag- 
no  numero  poterunt  tarn  multis  Theatris  fatisfacere. 

* oftremo , rtum juvenes  ex  bis  privileges  dr  bacchanali-* aH 
bus,  aut  flrenuos  milites,  aut  bonos  fenat  ores  fore  credimus  i 

difeent  tilt  quidem  ea  injpettione  amare,  armor  urn  p0f2dus,^.nfs  and**  ~ 
aliafy  moleflias  fuflinere  non  poterunt, cum  totos  dies  rtf//-piay.  haunters 
derc  inT  heatris  confueverint : quo  tempore  aut  aquos  cal-  would  well 
cart  bus  incitare  &Jleftere  potuijfent,  aut  alia  rat  tone  vires  weigh  this 
corporis  exer cere, aut  certepacis  artescommentari . Scimus  rea^on^ 
Roma?  primum  ex  lapide  Theatrum  a Gneio  Pompeio 
fuifle  extrudum,  nam  antea  feena  ad  tempus  ex  materia 
fada  utebantur,tanta  ex  eo  operc  populi  gratia,  ut  mag- 
ni  cognomen  ex  ea  fabrica  accetferit.  Id  ftiit  multitu- 
dinis  judicium, qua  paka?  inftarlevifiima?  inomnes  par- 
tes circumfertur : nam  prudentioruin  magna?  partis  re- 
pra?henlionem  incurrit,  unde  laudem  captabat.  Sic  do- 
cet  Tacitus  libro  quartodecimo,  prodiidis  etiam  in 
utramque  partem  probandi  & improbandi  Theatra  ar- 
guments: ut  * quod  in  ea  temporumface  & morum  lube*  Kota  hew. 
dubitatumefi,n9bis  pro  cert o legeejje  debeat , nequaquam 
popult  Chrifliani  mortbus  & fanUitati  convenire,  ut  per 
urbes  & oppida,  certa,  perpetuaj^fedes  hifirionibus  detur. 

Scimus  fepe  d C.en fonb  us  Roma  ever  fa  Theatra  nihilom't - 
ms,  quafi  mo  urn  certijfimam  a lafeivia  labem  : & erit  in 
fopulo  ChrifltattoJjacprofeffione,  qui  reflituenda  contendat P 
e Adhac : Sufcepta  (fhrifliYehgione  peromnes  pene  Civi - 
tatescadunt  Theatra,  uti  Augullinus  ait,  cave  a turpitudi- 
num  & publicaprofejfwnes flagitioforu',  & nosea  wftauran- 
dacontendamus  ? Vincitrei  dignttas  orationis  facultatem. 

* Neque  excufes,  noftra  Theatra  non  efle  conferenda 
cum  antiquis,  neque  majeftate  operis,  neque  ludorum 
apparatu.  Turpitndinem  loci  accufamus,  non  lirudura? 
modum;  rivus  tenuiSjnaturam  continet  fontis  unde  ma- 
nat;furculus  arboris  unde  excifuseft,fticcum  habet.Nam 
fi  magno  vedigali , fublato  Theatro  rempub.  privari 
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accufes,  ril'um  tenere  non  potero ,ne%  emm  tanti  lucrum 
ejfe  debet , Ht  mores  populi  & religio  negligantwr  ; ncque 
dcerunt  aliunde  raciones,fi  Theacrarepudiemus,ad  egc- 
norum  inopiam  fublevandam.  Et  mihi  qui  fecus  flatu- 
unt,  magni  Pompetj  fa<fhim  imitari  velie  videntur.  Is 
enim  ut  jeprehenlioncm  evaderet  quafiTheatro  confti- 
tuto  turpitudinis  fcholam  apperuiikt,  Veneris  Templo 
Theatrum  quad  appendicem  adjunxit,  reiigionis  fanrti- 
tate  novam  itrufturam  velaturus,  nimirum  verebatur  ne 


aliquando  memo  id  fua  cenforia  ignominia  accederet , quaji 
arcem  omnium  turpitudinum  ftruxijfet ; uti  Tertulltanus 
ait:  Ergo Pompeij  imitaticne cum  templis,  auc  hofpi- 
tijs  pauperum  theatrum  jungatur,  quo  majus  lucrum  lit, 
honeftius  fulcept*  improbitatis  velamen.  * Cenfeo  ergo 
(age,and'the  cum  mult  is,  fore  e republica,  fi  hiflriones  pretio  venales 
accurled  fruits pemtus  removeantur . Omncs  emmpecuma  vias  norunt , & 
ot  Stage-  pecunia  caufa  omnes  turpitudines  fufctpiunt  , infiiUanttfe 
alijs  queftuarta  arte  exhaununt  pecuniae,  & veluti  fopitis 
voluptatefenjibus  lat enter  extorquent,  quae  non  minor i tur- 
pitudine  wfumant , otio  & dejidia  ut  torpeant  Cives  effici - 
unt,  qua  omnium  vitiorum  radix  eft , vitqs  omntbus  & 
fraudibus  viam  muniunt,  libtdine  maxime , qua  aunbus 
& oeulis  fufcipitur,  ‘Divinum  Cultum  mir.uunt  dtebus 
„ fifiis,  cum  vacandum  effet  rebus  dtvinis,  populo  ad  jpecla- 
tor^he  ^ ff  cula  attratto,quapefiis  omnibus  ptacuhs  procuranda  vide - 
feth  the  con-  batur.  * Quodfi  nonobtinemus,  ut  ludifcenici  penitus 
trary  before;  amoveantur,  & placet  nihilominus  earn  obledationem 
but  onely  by  popuiis  dare  : quod  jus  & a^quitas  poftulare  videtur, 
way  otpreven-  impetrare  certe  cupifnuSj  ut  deledtus  aliquis  fit,  neque 
cafehVcould  Prom^cue  iicentia  quidvis  agendi  hiftrionibus  conce- 
not  procure  all  datur : fed  legibus  certis  circumfcribantur  & finibus, 
Phyesto  bee"  quos  nemo  impune  tranfgrediatur.  * Tametfi  nullis  le- 
fupprefled3that  gibus  putabam  furorem  hur.c  fatis  frenari : prudenter 
yet thofe  that  quidam  O here,  inquit, qua  res  nee  modumhabet  ned.  Con - 
mj  y'nr  bee  t^us  Jilium , rut  tone,  modafy  tract  an  non  vult . Sequamur  tamen 
regulated.  Plat<mism{tix\itum,  qui  poetarum  Carminibus  exami- 
* Ncta  bene.  nandis  praefici  fanxit  viros  prudentes  non  minores 

quin- 


* Note  this 
enfuing  paf- 


playes.,  well. 


* This  the 
Iefui:  writes* 
not  that  hee 
would  have 
any  Stage- 
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qiiu  q aginca  annis  : eorum  judicio  qusecunque  agenda: 

erunt  tabular  examinentur,  lpfi  etiam  intermedij  adus 

quibus  m,  jor  turpitudo  inefle  folet ; mutter es  in  Theatra 

inducer  e nefas  eflo : Theatrum  nuf yuam  pub  lice  con  ft  it  ua- 

tur.  T> ictus  feftts(utiantiq\i\s  legibus  Dmcitum  memi- 

nimus)  ludt  fcenici  ne  exhibeantur , ne  temporibus  quidem 

jejuni]  Chriftiani  : quid  emm  commercij  fqualori  cum 

Theatn  rifu , plaufu^.  1A  tetnplts  & fanftorum  qui  cum  * set  herc^png. 

Chrifto  in  C&lo  regnant , ac  omnino  divinis  celebritatibus  u 3 .445,446., 

amoveantur  : ac  prafertim  i]  modi  & ge ft  us,  quibus  turpi - 8 8 & BBPo- 

tudo  in  memoriam  revocatur,&fermeoculis  ftubi]citar,qttJt 

funt  vulnera  religionis  noftra  pro  bra,  monftrafc  immania  : to  D.Manw.p 

Hifpanorum  nationis  dcdecora,  *adeo  faeda,  ut  ftilus  61. & 7ZM<eu* 

contredare  vereatur,fuoque  fefaetore  tueri  hoc  genus  Centura,  fag. 

mail  videatur.  Poftremo,  quoad  fieri  poterit  minor i ttate  6 6<>-  wiiere 

pueri  &puelU  arceantur  ab  t]s  fpettaculis , ne  d teneris  rei - ^ 

publics  ftminarium  vitijs  inficiatur , qua  gravijftmapeftis  Popidi  Clerdc 

eft.  AcUint  infpedores  publice  dcfignati,viri  pij  & pm-  is  deferied.  w 

dentes  quibus  cura  fit  ut  turpitudo  omnis  amoveatur,  * See  h«e  Part 

& potdtas  coercendi  pama  fi  quis  fe  petulanter  gefierit. 1 8*  Scenc 

Denifo  yopulus  intelli gat, hiftr  tones  non probar i d republica , gjga^cordmo-- 

fedpopuli  oblettatiom  atfy  importunis  precibus  dati : quae  lT.  Quodauttm 

cum  non  poteft  quee  lunt  ineliora  obtinere,  folet  ali-  de iftsyuedam 

quando  minora  mala  tolerare,  & populi  ievitatialiquid  tnlmefta  & ma- 

concedere.  What  could  any  Puritan  or  Precifian  (a sll&na)aftAnm> 

the  * world  now  ft  ties  all  fuch  who  run  not  with  them  into  nr°!9mlirer^p cm 
1 r rr  r j 7 re  \ ferns  hoc  effe  opus 

the  fame  excejje  of  not  and  prophanejje)  write  more  a - fmper  Diaboli>ut 

gainft  Stage-playes,Playdnoufes,Piayeis,Play-haunters;/*m/5  Dei  mtn» 
or  what  have  I faid  more  againfl them  in  this  Trea-  dado  lacerat,  & 
rife,  then  this  great  Iefuit  hath  done>and  that  by  pub-  opmionibus  falfis 
like  approbation  both  of  his  Royall  Soveraigne,  h mmn. 
Vifitor  and  Superior  too?  And  muft  not  Stage -play  es 
then  be  extremely  bad  when  as  pofetfed  Iefuits  fo  fe-  fu*  clarefcunt 
verely  cenfure  them  ? yea,  fhall  not  Proteftants,  nay  a'imhrmoribus 
Papifts  to,  be  unexcufably  licentious,  if  they  fhould  be  fndidmur  Cy- 
more moderate  or  indulgent  unto  Playes,  then  they  ?Prl™  EpifU.4, 
Let  no  Player,or  Play-haunter,  no  voluptuous  libertine  *1^  I7°* 

therefore 
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therefore  henceforth  quarrel  either  with  me  or  others* 
as  being  too  puritanic  ally  rigid  againft  Stage-play  es, 
when  as  thefe  ioofe  Iduitscqualize,  if  not  exceed  us  in 
their  Play-condemning  Cenlures , as  this  large  tran- 
f bribed  paffage  fully  proves.  b Tee  therefore,  beloved 
Readers, feeingyee  now  know  thefe  things  before  hand,  be- 
ware  left  ye  alfo  being  led  away  to  Play es,  to  Theaters, 
with  the  error , the  example,  the  importunate  fo  lli citations 
of  the  wicked  (as  many  ignorant  and  unftable  nominal! 
Chriflians  have  beene  before  you;)  fall  from  your  owne 
ftedfaftnejfe,  faith  and  Christian  vertues,  into  a finke  of 
hellifh  vices,  to  your  eternall  ruine.  c Now  the  Cjod  of 
peace  that  brought  againe  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus, 
that  great  Shepheard  of  the  Sheepe, through  the  blood  of the 
everlafting  Covenant, make  you  perfett  in  every  good  worke 
to  doe  his  will  f working  in  you  that  which  is  wcll-p  leafing 
in  his  fight, through  J efus  Chrift  ; to  whom  be  glory  for  ever 
and  ever.  aAmen. 

Augullinus  de  Symboio  ad  Catechumenos.l*4«c*2. 

Quifquis  contemptoDeo  fequeris  mundum,&  ipfe  te  defer  it 
mundus ♦ Sequere  adhucquantupotesfugitivum,&fipo- 
tes'apprehendere  eum , tene  cum:  fedvideo  non potesffallis 
te.Ille  n.labiles  motus fuos  torretttis  ittu per  current , dum 
te  videt  inharentem  ftbi%  & tenentem  fe,  ad  hoc  te  rapit , 
nonut ftlvet,fed utperdat  te.Quidn.  cupompisDiaboli 
amator  Chrift i ? Noli  tefa/lere,oditn.tales  Deus,nec  in- 
ter fuos deputatprofeJ[ores,quos  cernit  via  fust  defertores . 
Ecceruinofuseft  mundus, eccet antis  calamitatibus  reple - 
vitT>ominusmundum,ecce  amarus  eft  mundus  & ftc  a- 
mat  ur, quid  facer  emus  ft  dulcis  effetl  O mtrnde  immundel 
teneri  vis  per  tens, quid faccres  ft  mancres? Quern  non  deci - 
peres  dulcis  ft  amarus  aliment  a mentirisIVultis  dileBiJft - 
mi  non  inharere  mundo,  eligite  amare  creator em  mundi, 
dr  r enunciate  pomp  is  mundanis , quibus  Princeps  eft 
Diaboluscum  Aneelis  fuis, 

FINIS. 
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A 

Abomination,  ufe  d alwayes  for  a heinous 
finne  in  Scripture .pag.i Si. a [ x. Mens 
wearing  of  womens  , and  womens 
putting  on  of  mens  apparell,  an  abo- 
mination to  tbe  Lord. p.i  7 8 . to  xi  6.8  79 • 
to  899. 

Afting  of  popular  or  private  Enterludes, 
for  gaine  or  pleafure,  infamous,  un- 
lawfull,and  that  as  well  in  Princes, 
Nobles,  Gentlemen,  Schollers,  Di- 
vines,as  common  Afters. p.i  5 3.134, 
137,140, 3 41.  to  91  i,  p.571.  to  66  8. 
Sparjim.  accompanied  with  effemina- 
cic,  hypocrifie, and  others  finnes.p. 
IS  1 .to  150.  S41.  to  9 11.  It  occafions 
divers  fms  ill  Aftors  and  Speftitors. 
p.  151.  to  2$©,  907.  to  9 11.  Ithelpes 
not  mens  aftion  or  elocution,  p.  931. 
to  939,  Objeftions  for  afting  of 
Playes  anfwered.  p.84,to  io6,&  91?. 
to  943.  Children  ought  not  to  bee 
trained  up  nor  taught  to  aft.  pag.i  3 $ . 
138, 168,169,172,908.  Afting  of 
IdolsjDevils,  eviil  perfons  parts,  or 


evill  things,(infull  p.84.  to  10^,  I4r, 
176,177,40$, 406, 949.  See  Idols. 

A chiUet  taxed  for  putting  on  womens 
apparellp.i  8 1.199,884.  * 

Adrian  his  Temples  built  for  Chrift, 
without  Images,  pag.901. 

Adultery  an  hainous  dangerous  finne.pag. 
376^0384.  punilhedwith  dcathm 
divers  places.p.38 1,38 3.  Seethe  H0- 
mily  againft  Adultery  'part  3 , pag.8 6.8  7. 
and  Thomas  Beacon  bis  3 .Boot \e  of  Matri- 
mony p.  660.  to  6 jo,  occafioned,  fo- 
mented by  Playes  and  Play-houfes. 
p.zi7,to  446,498,662. 

Egyptians,  condemned  muficke.  p.287. 

Aelredm  , his  cenfure-  of  lafeivious 
Church-muficke.  pag.  279.  280.  of 
Playes.  pag.  684. 

JEneas  Sylvius,  his  prophane  Play  and 
life. p.  1 ii.  1 1 3,  765. his  recantation 
of  his  amorous  Poems.  pa?.84o.9 18. 
his  cenfure  of  wanton  Poets.  ^ 917. 

< 918.  of  Playes  and  Players,  pag.  69 1 . 

j 7 37  m. 

JEfcbylut,  one  of  the  firft  inventors  of 
N n n n n n T ragedies. 


The  Tahiti. 


T ragcdics . pag.  1 7 .T.  55  2 . hi  s ft  range 
and  fudden  death,  fol.  5 5 1.5  53. 

&tbiopians  , punifhcd  adultery  with 
dcath.pag.38  2. 

*Agc[i!aus  his  anfwer  to  faWipide s.  p.  7 41 . 
74*. 

C«  Agrippa,  his  cenfure  of  Daneing.  pag. 
Z37.  138.  of  lafcivious  Church- mu - 
fi:ke4  pag.284.28  5.  of  Popilh  Stewes, 
and  ot  the  incontinency  of  Monkes, 
Nons,  and  Popifh  Clergic  men.  pag. 
21 3 .2 1 f, 445,446,8  8 0,8  8 1 .of  Playes 
and  Players,  pag.  69  2.8  69.  of  wanton 
Poems,  p 38  j . 836,91  5. 

• Akibiades,  traduced  by  Eupolis . pag.  1 11 , 
f*5  5 3.  his  diflike  ofMuiicke.  p.187. 

yt!c<eus,\\is  modcftie.  fol.f  1 5. 

Alcbuv'mitfiy  his  cenfure  of  Scage-playes, 
wanton  Muficke,  Kalends,  New- 
yeeres  gifts , and  mens  a&ing  of 
Playes  in  womens  appareli,  pig.  1 97. 

* 98,178,564,  755,  756.  m.  his  paf- 
iage  for  fanftifying  the  Lords  Day. 
pag.  630.  m. 

~4le-houfes,  much  haunted  on  Lords- 
dayes  and  HoIy-dayes.f.53^.Clergic 
men  prohibited  to  keepe,  or  haunt 
them.  p,59r  .to  637  65  5,666,667. 

Alexander  Fabritius,  his  cenfure  of  Dan- 
cing, Dancing- women  and  their  at- 
tires. p. z 3 8. 2 5 6,2 5 7,2 5 8 . Of  Dice- 
playjEpiftle  Dedicatory  i.&  p.62&m« 
of  Stage -playes  p«4$4.4$?* 

Alexander  Scvsrus, his  Temple  for  Chrift. 
p.90i.m.  withdrew  Players  peuftons. 

P?g«3i$- 

AUpius,  a memorable  ftory  of  his  fall 
and  Apoftafie  by  reforting  to  a Play- 
houfe.fol.548. 

B'Jbap  Alley , his  cenfure  of  Playes  and 
Phy-bookes.  p. 919, (0.923. 

- Altars 3 honoured  and  danced  about  by 
Pagans. p,  23  5.  2363  758.rn.none  in 
the  Primitive  Church. p.896.  placing 
of  Tapers  on  them,  derived  fromS<a- 


turnt  his  worfhippers.  pag.7  5 8 .m.  See 
Bijhop  levels  cenfure  of  Altars, & off  heir 
funding  at  tbe  Etrjl  end  of  the  Cbu'cb  j w 
his  Anfwer  to  M.Hardi n°s  Preface.  p-6. 
in  his  Reply  tJ  Harding,  Artie.  3 . Bevif. 
27 . pag.  1 9 5 . 1 9 6.  & Artie . 1 3 . Devif.  6, 
p«488-  Thomas  Beacon, \n  his  CaUchjm. 
fol.+X  4.  trillion  tVraghton,  in  his  Hun- 
ting of  the  Romifh  Fox.fol.12.  B’fho? 
Hoopor , his  Iudgement  of  them.  See 
Hooper. 

Oulielrma  Altifiodorenfs , his  cenfure  of 
Playes.  pag.  68  8. 

S.Ambrofe,h is  cenfure  of  Dancing, efpeci- 
allyin  women,  pag.  223.232.  m.  of 
Dicing.  Epift.Ded.  1 . of  mens  putting 
on  womens  apparell. p.191. 192,19 3. 
of  mens  long  and  frizled  haire.p.i 90* 
193,209^.  oflmages,  efpeciallyof 
the  Deity. p.898.  m.  of  KaLends  and 
New  yeeres  gifts,  p.  20.786.  of  lafci- 
vious Songs. p«x66.  Of  Stage-playes. 
p. 3 39,671*  ofgiving  money  to  Play- 
ers.p. 3 1 6. 3 2 3 How  Chriils  Nativity 
ought  to  be  celebrated. p.774.  to  7 8 1 . 

Ammianxs  MarceUmus , his  cenfure  of 
Playes  and  Dicing. p,46  5 ,7 10. 

AnnaruSjhis  effeminacy,  pag.882. 

Anftlme,  his  cenfure  of  Piaves.  pag.  <584. 
846.  fol. 545. 

Anthemius,  his  Edift  for  fa  notifying  tire 
Lords  Day,  and  fupprefling  Stage  - 
playes.pag.469.470.  againd Images, 
pag.  900. 

Antioch,  its  preeminence  before  Rome,?* 
4i°«4*4« 

Antiocbus  ihz  madjtaxed  for  HisDancing, 
Mafquing,  Play-haunung,  pag.  249. 
250,857. 

Anti  phones  the  Comedian,his  death,  fol. 

Antoninus  the  Emperor  cenfured  for  his 
Dancing  and  delight  in  Playes.  pae. 
710.854,855* 

Antoninus  hi's  cenfure  ot  Playes  and 

Players. 
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Players,  pag,  691. 

Apparell,  the  end  and  ufe  of  it.  p.  107,  o- 
rercoftly  new  fangled  Play-houfe 
apparell  cenfured. pag.  19.1  i6„to  120, 
410,427,571, 584, 586,  7 55j  7 57s 
771,  77t>776>  896.  to  904.  Mens 
putting  on  of  womens,  and  womens 
of  mens  apparell  (efpecially  to  ad  a 
Play)  unlawfull,  abominable  , un. 
naturall,  the  occafion  of  Sodomic 
and  icwdnefic:  proved  at  large.p.  1 6 8 , 
to  171.178. to  *76. 584,850, 859.ro 

889, 

•Appearances  of  evill  to  be  avoyded.  p.88, 

89,10  106,948,949. 

Apoftlcs  , their  Conftitutions  againft 
Stage-playes  and  A dors.  p.5  50.  649. 
to  6 5 2 Jlandered  and  pcrfecuted .as  Se- 
ditious perfons.p.8 1 3 ,8 33,  Puritans, 
as  the  world  now  judgeth.  pag.  7 99, 
800,801. 

dpplaufes  of  Playes  and  Players cenfured, 
p«i97. 298,199.  See  Cbrjfoft.  Horn.  3 o. 
W Apofttl.Tatn.  5.  Col  549. 550. 
againft  Stage-applaafe:,  and  the  beming 
and  appending  of  Treacher  sin  their  Ser- 
mons. 

Aquinas  his  cenfure  of  Playes,  Players, 

6 putting  on  womens  apparell,  pag. 
I79«*  81,306,3*4.^543.689,8  87” 

Arabians punifh  adultery  with  death,  p. 
382. 

Arcadia*  his  Edid  againft  Sword-playcs. 
pag.7y.468. 

Arcbitas  his  modefty.  pag.  515. 

Ardabon  his  ftrange  baptifme  andcon- 
verfion.p.i  1 9 . 

Ardaburius  cenfured  for  delighting  in 
PIaycs,pag.8?7.m» 

Arias  Mentanus  his  cenfure  ©f  Dancing, 
Playes  and  Ading.  foL  5 5 8.5  59.  pag. 
841-843. 

Arift odeum  his  effeminate  pradife  and 
death.pag4i0  5. 

Ariflophanes  his  abufe  of  Socrates,  p,  m, 

7 3°* 


Ariftotle  his  cenfure  of  Playes,  Players* 
and  wanton  pidurcs.p.i  2.1  ,366,367, 
448,449,484,586^.703. 

Atnob’m  his  cenfure  of  Playes  and  Dan- 
cing, p.m  334.  of  Images  in  Chur- 
ches, and  of  making  Gods  Image,  p, 
896.897.n1. 

Afterius  his  verdid  againft  Dancing, 
Stage-playes , Mummers , Kalends, 
New*yeeres  gifts,  Stage-playes,  and 
mens  ading  in  womens  apparell.  pag, 

197.316j317.fol.533* 

Ateas  his  cenfure  of  Muficke.p.  287. 

AthanafiiMj  what  hnging  he  ordained  in 
Churches.p.28  3.i84.his  teftimooies 
of  George  the  Arrian,  pag.67 1.672.  of 
the  ill  effeds  of  ading  Pagan  Idols 
vices.p.95.againft  Images. p.90©4m« 

Atheifme , occalioned  and  fomented  by 

Stage  playes.f.jjo, 551. & p.363. 

Atbcuagoras  his  cenfure  of  Sword-playes 
and  Stage-playes. p.5  58,669. 

Athaneas,  his  cenfure  of  Dancing,  Dan* 
cers,Players, Playes, long  haire,  effe- 
minacy,lafcivious  Muficke,&c, p.149. 
250,288,109.111,704,883. 

Athenians  firft  inventors  of  Stage-playes. 
p 17.  their  prodigality  on  them  and 
hurt  by  them.p.  312.  fol,56<2-  p.7°9* 
710.  Abandoned  Playes  and  Play- 
Poets  at  laft.p.  457.73o>92 IJ&19* 

S'Augnftmc,  his  cenfure  of  Dancing  and 
amorous  Songs,  p,  113,  i7°5  27i,of 
Images/pecially  ofGod.p,898,m.  of 
New-yeeres  gifts  and  Heath-drink- 
ing. pag.  10. 1 2,7  5 6,Of  Stage-playes* 
Players jThcaters,  & Play-haunting. 
"Epiftle  Ded.i.  p,49-  5 0,164,165, 3 13  „ 
3 1 6,3 14. 3 i5,34i,to  349,474*475, 
476,  fo. 524,5  25,5  3 2,541,542,56°, 
681, 843, 844,971,987. of  mens  ad- 
ingin  womens  apparell  &long  haire. 
p4i 93.1 94. 1 89.202.  SecEnar.inPf.$i * 
p.244.his  repentance  for  reforcing  to 
Playes  before  his  coverfion,  f«568.his 
N n n n n n 2 opinion 
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opinio  of  the  beginning  of  the  Lords 
D.iy.  p.643  .of  giving  mony  to  Stage- 
players,  p.524.3  25,873. 

Anguflttt  his  proceedings  and  Lawes  a- 
gainft  Playes,  Adors,  and  Dancing. 
p.459. 460,707,708,861. 

M%  Aurelius  his  lawes  and  cenfnres  a- 
gainft  Playes  and  Players,  whom  he 
bamfhed  inroHcllefpont.p.3  18.3 19, 
463,464,137,1  38. 

Axiothea  her  refort  to  Ptohis  Schoole 
inmans  apparell  taxed,  p.184. 

B 

Bijhop  Babingtm  his  ccnfure  of  Stagc- 
playes.p. 3 59.360. 

Bacchanalia , how  celebrated  by  Pagans. 
p.744. 745,75  1 .to  76°.  Imitated  by 
Chriftians.f.5  36.p.743*to  749-7  57. 
to  765. 

Bacchus,  Players,  Playes  & Play-houfcs 
dedicated  to  his  worftup.p.17. 1 2,1 68, 

5 10,5  n.  not  to  be  invocated.  p.584. 

Baptifme  in  jeft  upon  the  Stage  turned 
into  eatneft.  p.118.119.  Stage-playes 
and  Dancing  the  uery  Pompes  of  the 
Dcvill  which  wee  renounce  in  bap- 
tifme.  p. 3.15,25,42.10  61.119,230,  , 
236,  257,425,430,  522,  523,514, 
528,560^0  567,658,684,704,8  29, 

8 36,837,011,990.  Oar  vow  in  bap- 
tifme  to  be-  performed  and  fnoft  feri- 
oufly  confidered.  p.  5 3 . to  61 . a great 
prefemtiVe  againft  lin  if  oft  remem- 
bred.  p.563.564. 

Barorim  his  cenfure  of  Stage-playes.  p. 
566.567,696. 

S.Bafil  his  cenfure  of  Dancing,  p.  223. 
224,  215.  m.  277.  178.  of  Health- 
drinking,p. 12. of  lafeivious  Songs  and 
Muficke.  p.  266.  273,276,177,278, 
308.  of  Stage- playes  ,and  Phy-poets. 
p.308. 3 37,679,680,91  5.  ofmens 
effeminate  long  haire.p.2ii.m. 

Tautologies  in  prayer  prohibited.p.19. 


Thomas  Beacon  his  cenfure  of  Dancing* 
D*cmg,and  Stage-playes.  pag.616.tn. 
693.  of  lalcivious  Church-Muiicke.  p. 
28  2.  to  18  f . 

BcUarm'me  his  cenfure  of  Playes. fol. 53  8 . 

pag.696. £97. 

Bear  e- baiting  cenfurcd  and  prohibited  .p. 
583.8c  fol.556. 

S. Bernard  againft  Stage-playes,  Dicing, 
long  hairc,and  ribaldrie  Songs.p.  350. 
5 60. 684. againft  Images,  8cc,p.  902. 
903,904.  his  pi^yfe  of  the  Scriptures 
fulndfe.  p«  928. 

Be%a  his  recantation  of  his  lafeivious 
Poems, p.  840. 

Bififopsz\n\dxcn  prohibited  to  behold, ad, 
or  fet forth  Stage-playes,  p,574.  59  r, 
653.  ought  to  fuppreffe  Playes,Dan- 
cingj&Play-haunters.p.  1 5 o.ought  to 
invite  the  poore  to  their  tables,  and 
to  have  fome  part  of  the  Scripture 
read  at  meales,and  then  to  difeourfe 
of  it  p.  5 9 1.  653  . See  Oration  DijiuUi. 
44.  not  to  wcare  coftly  apparell.  p. 
62i.muft  not  play  at  Dice,  nor  be- 
hold Dice-players, nor  keepe  any  Di- 
cers or  idle  perfons  in  their  houfes. 
p.657.to  66 1 4666.  Bilhops  parts  not 
to  beaded  on  the  Stage,  p.  596.601, 
ought  not  to  read  HeaiJhenor  pro- 
phane  Authors,  pag.78 79,?15:>9i 6* 
9 2 5,9  2 6, &c.  ought  to  preach  con-* 
ftantly  once  a day  in  BB.  Hoopers  opi- 
nion.fol.511.  p.619.  See  Minifters^ 
'Petrus  Blefenfis  his  charader  of  an  Offi- 
cially 5 37.171.  his  cenfure  of  Players 
and  fuch  who  harbour  rhem.pag. 356. 
68^,737. 

BoAne  his  cenfure  df  Stage-playes.  pag, 

483.484- 

U.Boltm  his  verdid  of  Stag€«playcs‘pag. 

16364,365.  ’ 

Bonefires  condemned  by  Councels  and 
Fathers.p.21.22,580,583,585,587? 

• i88977°37i*s*77h  f f&‘> ' r 


The  Tables. 


Bcolps  of  Paganifme  and  Pagan  Idols 
prohibited  to  be  read.p.7  8,79,9 1 fjto 
918.  Prophane,  lafeivious,  amorous 
Play-bookes,  Poems,  Hiftories,and 
Arcadiacs  uriiawfull  to  be  penned, 
printed,  read,  efpeciaily  of  children 
and  youthes,  png.  1 o 3 ,m.  1 o 8.m.  3 07. 
4$35454383i*  to  929  Magicke, 
and  lafeivious  Bookes  ought  to  bee 
burnt  tp  9 1 6 .71 759195?  '-°)92 
Btfviug  to  and  before  ^Itars,  derived 
from  Pagans  p.2  36,  See  my  Lame  Giles 
his  Haltings.f  3 6 -to  3 9.  & the  Appendix 
toit.p.ly  i6«  Bowing  and  kneeling 
downe  to  Images, is  Idolatry,  p.  896. 
to  904.1x1  Exod  to  f.f,  13.14  Levit,i6. 
i.Num^^.r  Veut  5.8,9.  lojh-z^y3i6. 
ludg.  2,  12,  1 73  1 9>  1 

iKi»g.5.i8 .c«*7-35‘ 

3 , f ,6, x 8 1 1 *4  .Therefore  boW  - 
rngand  cringing  to  Altars  {a  thing  never 
ufcd'by  the  lews  or  Primitive  church  and 
CbrifTiamJout  onely  by  the  Papifls,who  de- 
cree thus  : Summa  reverentia  & honor 
maxim9fandis  Altaribus  exhibeatur, 
& maxime  ubi  facrofandum  corpus 
Domini  refervatur  & Mifla  celebra- 
tur.Bochellus  Decret.EccIef.GaU.4. 
Tit.T.c.8i.p  5f8.)  mufl  be  Idolatrytoo. 
If  any  reply , that  they  bow  and  brittle  not 
unto  images , Altars, or  Communion  Tables, 
but  before  them  : 1 a*fwer,that  as  bowing, 
kneeling,  praying,  and  Worfhipping  before 
God  1 is  the  fame  in  Scripture  phrafe  with 
bmng,  kneeling,  praying  unto  God,  and 
Worshipping  of  God : as  Evident  by  Veit. 

2 6 6.]  Sam,  1.12, 1 f,  19.  2 Chron.i o. 
i$.P[aLn.7.?fal,72.9  P f.86  9 . Pf.9  f. 
6.  Pf.96.9 .Vfal.9% .6 39 .Ifay  66.23, 
Kev.y9.c- 4*10.0.?.  8.  tap7.iuc.1y  4. 
compared  with  rfay  tftiy.  e 49. 2 3 .f  « 
6044^0^.14. 1 1.  Gc72.i4.i64S.A47. 
Si.Heb.i  i.zi.Exod.ui.c.ii.i7.c.$+. 
8. 1 d1r0H.29.2o.  2 Cbrj?f.7.3.£.29.29, 
$o.?iehm  %.$.Pf  7 2*9.  And  as  bowing. 


kneeling, or fall  ng  dewne  before  men,  is  ad 
one  with  bowing, kneeling,  and  falling  down, 
to  men  :witncJfeGcn.49.8.iSam.iyz)* 
2 Sam  14,^3.  cap. 24-20.  1 I«l6> 

23  2 King.  1.  if.  Vrov,  14. 9, 
ra?  Gernf  27A%9*  Exod.  Ji.8. 
1 Kjng.  1.9.  1 cbronzi . 21.  So  bowing, 
{necling , and  falling  downe  before  Images, 
Altars,or  Communion-Tables , # the  very 
fame  in  Gods  owne  language  and  repute , 
with  bowing,  kneeling , and  falling  downe 
unto  them : 2 ebron  2f.i4.,I#1^4« 

7'Danj>3.i,6.  paralleld with Exo.io-y 
LeviuzO.i.&lattb.i  1.9  and/ta  fore-al- 
leaged  Scriptures  infallibly  demonstrate, 
and  the  Homily  againjl  the  perill  of  idola- 
try,p 44  ,to  7 y With  Wi  1 1 iam  Wraght  on 
his  Rep  y to  theRefcutr  of  the  Romfh  Foxj 
and  the  Authors  here  quotcd.p.901.903 . 
abundantly  prove : Needs  therefore  mufi 
it  be  moji  groffe  Idolatry , as  our  ownc  Ho- 
milies and  Writers  teach  us . 

Thomas  Bradwardine  his  pafiage  a gain  it 
Stage -playesp,6  89. 

Bramanes,Brafilians,%e  thofeof  Bantam  pu- 
nifh  adultery  with  deatb.p.382.383. 
Bribe-takers  ad  their  parts4! n Hell. p.i  3 ♦ 
ftUBrinjley  his  cenfurc  of  Stage-playes.p. 

r63.j64.f.ffo. 

Brc/Wnifts cenfured.  p. 3 
¥>uccr  his  opinion  of  academical  and  po- 
pular  Playes.p.  7.  69  2.  for  two  Ser- 
mons every  Lords  Day .p.629  m, 

B riffonity  his  cenfure  pf  Stage  pkyes.  p, 

69  y 

CjSulengcrushis  cenfure  of,and  Booke  a- 
gainft Stage  playes.p  320.3  58/9^97 
lohn  de  B urgo  his  verdid  of  Players, 
Playes  and  Dancing,  p.23  8.239,689, 

844.111,846.847, 

C 

C, Caligula  cenfured  for  favouring  Play- 
ers,for  ading  and  frequenting  Stage- 
pla'yes;  putting  on  womens  apparell, 
and  drinking  his  Horfcs  health.  pa<r, 
Nnnnnn  3 ’200. 
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»°o.x49, 46  *,70  8,709,73  6,741,848 
S49.flainc  at  a Play.f.5  54^.849 . 
Calvin  his  ccnfurc  of  Playcs  and  Play- 
ers.p.692  907.of  Dancir^.p.226.240. 
Candlemas,  and  the  burning  of  Tapers 
on  it  derived  from  the  Pagan  Februa- 
lu.p,7f8.7  60. 

Canticles, anciently  prohibited  to  be  read 
of  children  and  carnail  perfons  p,9if« 
9lf. 

Cappadocia, its  extent  end  divifion.p  678. 

679. its  prayfes.p.675. 

Cappadocians,  not  alwayes  infamous,  pag. 
674.10  677, 

Cappadox}tiot  a proverbial!  but  a natio- 
nal! title. p,67 4, to  678, 
fdri/wscenfured  for  favouring  Players, 
and  lewde  perfons,  f.y  47^,7 10.857 
CaJJiodornA  his  cenfure  of  Piayes  and 
Players,  p.470. 471 ,47  3,68  2,68  3. 
Cirque  flajes  cenfured  and  condemned 
by  Fathers  and  Emperours.  pag.  470. 
5*^685,340,729.  fol.519,  513, 

Catiline  hisconditions,pag.i  3 3.149. 
0atoy how  much  feared  of  the  Romanes. 

f.  5 2 9 . his  gravity . p.74  o . 

Catullus  cenfured,  pag.  9 1 6, 

Ccnfors  appointed  to  corrett  Piayes  and 
Players.p  38.478,472, 

Charles  the  Great  his  cenfure  and  Edi&s 
againft  Stage-playes,  Dancing,  and 
ribaldry  Songs  on  Lordf-dayes  and 
Holy-dayes, p.  271  *715.996.  Seethe 
places  of  B ochellui  quoted  in  the  mar- 
gent:  againft  Images,  p.900, 

Charles  the  6.  of  France  his  danger  at  a 
^Mafque.f,  ^7.^84 
Charles  the  9.  of  France,  his  Edi&s  a- 
gainft  Piayes  and  Dancing  on  Lordf- 
dayes  and  Holy-dayes.  p.  7 1 V* 

Ring  Charles  his  pious  Statute  for  fuppref- 
hng  all  Piayes,  and  Enterludes,  and 
unlawfull  paftimes  on  the  Lordf- 
d3y.p.24j.243,49y,  7If> 7l<>3 717- 


Dancing  upon  Lordf-dayes  punifiii- 
ble  by  this  Statute.  Ibidem. 

Cbaronda*  his  law  againft  Cowards  pag, 
584,01,  883. 

children  to  be  kept  from  Piayes.  p.  3 66. 
367.See  Parents, 

Chnjl  wept  oft,  but  never  laughed. pag. 
294.402,403^1  52 6.  accufed  of  fe» 
dition  & rebellion. p.822,823 .coun- 
ted  a Deceiver.p.816.  a Puritan,  pag. 
799.80o,8oj,hisNarivuy  how  to  be 
cclebrated.p.48. 225, 526,743^0  783 
for  what  end  he  dyed  and  differed, 
and  was  incarnate,  p,  26,5  26, 749 
to  7 5 x .the  onely  patterne  of  our  imi- 
tation. f. 5 26. p. 732. difhonoured  and 
‘offended  with  Stage-playes„p, 44,4®, 
f.5 2 5 ,5 .743 ♦ to  750. His  paihon 
ought  not  to  be  a<fted,?nd  yet  Papifts 
andprophane  Iefuits  play  it,  p.  108, 
to  1 1 9.624, 6 3 6, 7 63  >764,765, 7 6 6, 
9:9.  Why  he  redeemed  os,  p.  26,27, 
749,4*0* 

Chrijiiajts , muftimitate  & follow  Chrift 
a[one.p,98.99,5'26,732.muft  exccll 
Pagans  in  grace  and  vertue,  p,  57.98, 
99^425, 454>45G7ll3t07i3.  what 
they  are  and  ought  tobe.p.56,57,63, 
4i5,perfecuted  and  hated  for  their 
goodneffc  and  bccaufe  they  are  Chri- 
ifians, p.799. to  8 26.nick-named  pag, 
8i4.accufed  of  faftion,rebelIion,  and 
hypocrifie.  pag.  8 1 6.  to  8 28,muft  not 
follow  Pagan  cuftomes,  p.  17. to  28. 
315$$>47>*78>580>58^  583,584, 
585,58  6,5  87,7  5140  76  2 .not  to  read 
Playcs  and  wanton  Bookes  : but  the 
Scriptures  and  good  Bookes,  p,9l3, 
to  924,the  Primitive  Chriftianscon- 
demned  Stage-playes,  and  excommu- 
nicated Players  and  Play-haunters  ,p, 
2-3:4549^0  5 3 «3  **•  t0  35* - *45 . to 
705.andpafTim,  III  Chriftians  worfe 
thenPagans.p.454.^55,71 1.  to  713* 
798, exceedingly  ddhonour  Chrift.; 
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andfcandalize  religion,  p3g,744«to 
749. 

Cbrftmas  disorders  cenfured  at  large,p-48 
225,743^0  7 8 3,600.10  63 5. See  Had - 
don  Cont  OforiZ.l. 3X203.  derived  troin 
Papitts,  & Pagans  Saturnalia.  p.6oo, 
to  6tf,Sparfim.7S  i.to  y6^Cbrifimad, 
how  to  be  celebrated, p.  48.225,226, 
5:6,576,585,586,600.  to6tf.S$ar- 
frm.  743.10783.  See  Holi-dayes. 

Cbrijlmat  Lords  of  Mifr  ule,whencc.deri- 
ved. p.767. 

CbryfoIogttSjhis  cenfure  of  Dancing,  pag, 
224.a1.L526. 

Cbryfiftom,  his  cenfure  of  dancing,  efpe- 
ci  ally  at  marriages,  p.  222, 123,228, 
m.555.  See  Marriage,  of  Dice-play. 
Epift. Dedicat,!,  p.  423.  of  iafavious 
Songs  and  Muficke.p.  263.167,268, 
269,412,413,420.  See  Homil.  10 .ad 
Bpbcf.&Hom.  12.  adCollof.  of  gawdy 
apparelland  Stage-attires, p.  219.410. 
oi'txcefiivc  laughter,  p.  290.ro  296. 
403,404.  of  effeminacy  pag.  169.  0f 
mens  long  haire,womes  cutting  their 
huire,6c  mens  putting  on  of  womens 
apparell.  pag.  169.195,196,426.  Of 
Stage-playes,  Players,  Play-haunters 
and  Play-houfes,  p.  50.  66,156,164^ 

369,392^0432,474.552,563,566, 

680,68 1,738, 988, 989.Sec  Uom.ii.in 
Collof.  & 20.  in  Spbef, 

Churches , no  Playes,  Dances,  fcurrilous 
Songs  or  Paftimes  to  bee  fuffred  in 
them,nor  yet  in  Church-yards.p. 5 8 1. 
600.  to  660 . Sparfim,  995.  999, 947, 
Gazers  in  itcenfured.  p.  418.999.  no 
Images, Crucifixes,or  Saints  Pidures 
to  be  fuffred  in  the?,  p.894  .to  905.net 
to  be  overcurioufly  or  vainly  adorned. 
p-902.903.the  Primitive  Church  ex- 
communicated Players  & Play-haun- 
ters, & condemned  Stage-playes,  and 
dancing.p. 134.543^0  690.SeePhycs. 

Clemangis  his  cenfure  of  Dancing,  Di- 
cingjPhyes,  and  Players,  and  of  the  t 


ajbufes  on  Lordf-dayes  and  Hob- 
dayes.f.535.5  36,5  7.  p.690.691.  of 
Popifh  Nous  and  their  grofle  incon- 
tinency.p.88o,m. 

Qinitm  Alcxsfahinus  his  cenfure  of  lafci- 
vious  kifles  and  dancing. p,  166. m. 

2 2 2 . of  mens  ading  in  womens  appa- 
rell and  wearing  long  haire  p.167  187 
189,  of lafcivious apparell. p.ii 8.  of 
Images,efpecially  of  God  the  Father, 
p.896, 897.  m.  ofexccflive  laughter, 
P«39*«fcurrilous  Songs, p.  266. effe- 
minate Mulicke,  pag,  275.  of  Stage- 
playes, and  Theaters,  p.  67,  01,329, 
3445472,532,609, 

Cbmens  7 \omanus  his  cenfure  of  mens 
long  and  frizled  haire,  p,  189,  m,  of 
Players  ,Playes,and  Play-haunters.p, 
49.L53  2.p,649,to  652,his  command 
and  exhortation  to  Lay-men  to  read 
the  Scriptures,  p,927, 

C ommdus,  cenfured  for  ading  the  play- 
er and  Gladiator;£or  favouring  Play- 
ers and  Gladiators,  for  Sodomie  and 
putting  on  womens  apparell  ,&c,  fol, 
555.721,852,853,894,882,  his  mur- 
thcr,f,555,  p.854. 

Company  of  evill  perfons  to  be  efehued, 
p.i44.M-8.to  .T53,f,547,54.8,  a dan- 
gerous fnare,  apt  to  draw  men  to 
Playes  and  fundry  finnes,pag,i43,to 
152,416,417X547,548,549,  got  by 
frequenting  Playes,  f,  547,548,549, 
598,  See  Matter  Boltons  walking  with 
* God,p,73,&c, 

C onflantme  the  Great  an  Enghttiman 
borne:  a fupprefforof  Stage-playes, 
of  Sword-playes,  p, 75, 4,67,  and.  of 
Images,  p.900, 

Conftantius  his  Edid  againtt  Sword- 
playes, p,4.68, 

Ccnncels  .*55.  againtt  Stage-  playes,  pag, 
570,to  668,- againtt  Dancing, Dicing 
Health* drinking  , Beare-bayting  , 
Bonefires,  New-yeeres  gifts,  lafeivi- 

ous 
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01$  Figures, >on  >s  and  Muficke,pro- 
ph.ming  of  Lordf-daycs,  Holi-daycs, 
Churches,Pagjui  cuftomes,  haunting 
of  Alc-houfcs  and  Tavcrncs, Clergy- 
mens feeing  and  n<ft \rfe  of  PI  ayes, 
Dan;j;ig,T>icing,Non-refidency,&ct 
p«f70,to 668  p i 50^,221,222,240, 
265,286,287,3  54,756,91 5 ,9I73&c* 
Seethefe  ieverall  Titles.  General! 
Councels  binde  in  point  of  manners. 
Ibidem,  For  fanftifying  the  Lords 

D.iyfp,242,m.5  7o,to 

OviMusCoiincels  againft  Stage-playes, 
p.57l-  to  660, 

Crojfing  of  the  face  when  men  goe  to 
Piayes,ftiuts  in  the  Devil! , p.342. 
CroWtes  of  Lawrell  not  to  be  worne  of 
Chriftians,p.  20.3  6, 

Cyprian  his  cenfure  of  Mens  long  haire- 
7,189  of  mens  acting  in  womens  ap- 
parell,  p,i  68,169,187,1 88,  of  lafcivi- 
ous  apparell.p,2l7,ofImages,pt897. 
his  Bookes  againft  Stage-playes,  and 
cenfure  of  Players, Playes5Play-haun- 
ting  and  Theaters, &c,  pag,i3  5.136, 
168,169,187,188,331,332,333,334, 

473}f23,54^$$8,562,670,392,722, 

728,729* 

C yriUm  Atexa&drinm>h\s  centre  of  ma- 
king Gods  Image.  p,898*  of  Dancing 
Sc  Stage- playesjefpecially  on  Lordf- 
dayes  and  Holi-dayes,  pag,  278.  279, 
533,534,682* ofwanton  Muficke,p* 

278.279- 

CyriHus  Hicrufolotnitanm , his  cenfure  of 
Stage-playes,as  the  Devi  Is  pomps,&c. 
which  we  renounce  inbaptifme,  pag, 
49*3395562,565, 

7> 

7 jamifccn  his  cenfure  of  Playes  & Dan- 
ciiigjfpecially  on  the  Lords  Day  .pag. 
260.349^  *53  3 ,544*P-683  .of  making 
the  Pifture  of  God  ,7,899  m, 
Damnation , oft  occalioned  by  Stage- 


playes.r,565,to  569^.910.  ofttobec 

thought  on *lbidcm. 

Dancing  at  marriages,  condemned  .p. 20. 
22,363,222,278,  555,  5735602,603  * 
Sec  Marriage  : the  Devils  proceflion 
and  invention. p ,228. 2 29,23  2, one  of 
the  Devils  pomps  which  we  renounce 

inbipcifme.p.225,228,229,232,236, 

238,2575562,565,  an  occafion  of  the 
breach  of  all  the  10.  Comandements. 
p.231. 2 3 2. an  offence  againft  all  the 
sacraments,  p, 2 57.2  5 8,  derived  from 
Pagans  who  fpent  their  Feftivals  in 
dancing,and  courted  their  Idols  with 
it,p,225,233, 134,235,236, 251,575, 
576, 5 84,704,75 1 ♦ ro  763 , 77 1 , 779. 
Infamous  among  Pagans,  and  con- 
demned by  them,  pag,  245,to  252,& 
709,  to7i  r,  849, to  864,884,  854, 
855,801,  a concomitant  of  Stage- 
pfayes,pt  120.121,25  9,26o,  condem- 
ned by  the  Waldenfes  and  French 
Proteftants,  p.n6,to  233,636,  637, 
Chrifti3ns  ought  not  to  teach  their 
Children,efpecially  their  Daughters, 
to  dance,  p,  231, 133,  236,636,637, 
Delight  Sr.  skil  in  Dancing,a  badge  of 
lewde  lafci vi ous  women  & ftrumpets. 
pag,  132,236,1 37,138, 140,145,148, 
149,250,158,  TheDevill  dancethin 
dancing  women,  p,ii8,i29,i3 1,257, 
258, 2 60,  effeminate, mixt,  lafeivious 
dancing  condemned  by  Scriptures, 
Councels,  Fathers,  Pagan  and  mo- 
derne  Chriftian  Authors  of  all  forts, 
as  an  occafion  of  much  fin  and  Icwd- 
ne$,&c,p,22,56,2io,to  261,271,172, 
f.5 34, 575,576,  5995  584.  600,636, 
6 $75652,666,69 $,799,  698, 704,  to 
7 1 r ,729576  %>77<*>77 1 577*5479,Pro- 
hibired  and  condemned  upon  Lordf- 
dayes,md  Holi-dayes  as  a finfull,un- 
fecmely,  and  unhwfull  paftime  , by 
Councels,Fathers,Imperialland  Ca- 
nonicall  Conftitutions , Cfcriftian 
Writers 
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Writers  of  all  forrs  by  our  owne  En- 
glifh  Canons  and  Homilies,  and  by 
the  Statutes  of  i.  Car,  c,i,&  5,&6,E. 
6.e.}p.i$  i . m.  220.  illy  140.  to  245. 
257^*8,260,17  I>i7M$o,:o  540.p. 
57S)S7<>>t8o>  605. to  609,615,610, 
621,6x2,625,627.  to  636,664,715, 
716,717,770,771,  to  779,780,781, 
913,  693,  419,  All  Clergie-men 
prohibited  to  dance,  or  to  behold  o- 
thers  dancing, or  to  reward  or  encou- 
rage Dancers  .p.573.  to  678,  Sparjim. 
See  \ Trudent'm  contr,  Symmacbum,  lib . 1 • 
Bibl.Tatrit.Tom.wyio.D  Greg.  Nyjfen 
de  7(cfurre&  Cbrifti.  Oratioyp.  160  Va- 
lerian.Hom.  1 . De  bsno  pudicitue.  BibLPa- 
trum. Tom. 5. paw  3-p.  477.C.D. 
Montanuiinlib.ludicutn.c,i6 > p.568.  Jo 
573  .loanm  Munjlcr  De  Saltatiomm  Ub% 
Gulielmus  Studies  ^tntiqu.  C onvivalium , 
/.  3 ,rup  2 1.22  .Zegbedini  loci  Communes. 
Tit, Chorea  & Saltatio.  Gulielmus  Peral- 
dut  Summa  Vu'tutum  ac  Vitiorum.  Tom . 
2-Tit.T>e  Luxuria  £.3^.68. JW.Dcering 
his  lo.Leflurt  on  the  Hebrews , Francis 
Sails  bis  lntrodudhon  to  a devout  life,  part 
3^32.3  3^.648.64 $Vincentius  Belua- 
cenfis  Speculum  Morale  l pars 9. Dijlintt. 
6 p.2f  1.252.  & Summula T^aymundifoi 
93.  where  a Dance  is  thus  defined. 
chorea  eft  eir cuius  eathenatus  cu\us  cen- 
trum eJlDiabolut.  with  fundry  others 
here  omitted, againft  Dancing. 

David  his  Royall  refolution.  p.737, cen- 
fured  for  feining  himfelfcmad«p.894. 
1 60.  his  dancing  before  the  Arke  no 
juftification  of  our  lafeivious  dan- 
cing. p,5  S 2-t°  *9)77  3 )7  29* 

Day  of Iudgement  at  hand,  and  ever  to 
be  meditated  on.  ^56.59,976^0979. 

Dice-play, ^nd  Dico-boufcs  cenfured,  c6n- 
demned,by  Counsels  > Fathers,  all 
forts  of  Writers  both  ChrifliSn  and 
Pagan,  by  {Mahomet  in  his  Alcoran, 
by  Imperiall  Edifts , and  Princes 


Lawes,  and  by  the  Statutes  of  our 
Kingdome  Epiftle  Dedicatory.,  1 ,2,p. 

471.492,494,493,618,626,627,655 

10666.693,700,795.  Minifters  and 
Clergie-mcf  prohibited  to  play  at 
Dice  or  Tables  , to  Hand  by  or 
looke  upon  Dicers,  or  to  fuffer  any 
Dicing,Carding,or  Gaming  in  their 
houfes^p.  5 7 3 .to  6 6 8,  Sparfim. 

Dicers  excommunicated  and  kept  from 
the  Sacrament  in  the  Primitive 
Churchtp,6i8  92  6,  . 

DidacusdcTapia,  hiscenfure  of  Players, 
Playes,  and  Theaters.  pag,48i ,48 2 . 
.483,766. 

Diodorus  Siculus  his  teflimony  of  the  ori- 
ginal! of  Playes : & cenfure  of  them. 
^.510,704. 

Diogenes  Cinnictte  his  cenfure  of  Mali  eke, 
p.287 « 

Diogenes  Laertius  his  cenfure  of  Stage- 
playes. p,707, 

Dion  Cajftus,  his  cenfure  of  Dancing, 
PIayes,&  Q^sgula  his  afting  of  them. 
p.707- to7io# 

Dionypus  Halicarnaffcus  his  cenfure  of 
Playes,  their  originaIlandufe.p.7C4, 

Devils  and  Devillr-ldols  the  inventors, the 
fomenters  of  Stage-playes,  and  Dan- 
cing which  were  appropriated  to 
their  folemne  honour  and  worlhip, 
their  FeftivaJs  being  fpent  in  Playes 
and  Dancing , which  they  cxaifted 
from  their  worihippers.p^.to  50. 96, 
1 3 1,164,165,177,225,228,229,232, 
236,238, 257,403, 4040430,476, 479^ 
^00,510,522,523,524,550,551,561, 
to  567,576,584,658,  684,692,  704, 
7:6,  to  734,  751, 10763,  766,772, 
77  3,779  * 78o,  786, 793  ,-have  Stage- 
playes  in  Hell  every  Lordf-day*ni?ht. 
p.  1 2.  j 3 . The  inventors  of  no  good 
things,and  the  enemies  of  mtnkinde. 
pag  ,9.14,1  j,  1 6,&c.  Claime  Playes, 
Play-haunters , 'and  Play-houfes  as 
Oooooe  their 
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thdr  owne.p.  io.i  r,  483,  f.523,524, 
fST*  honoured  oft-times  in  Head  of 
^ hi  ft  ,0.744.745,759,  The  onely 
gainers  by  Stage -playes.p,44,to  48* 

'Divinations  and  charmcs  ifcilawiull.  pas, 
20.21,583, 

Divorce  j women  who  refort  to  Playes 
& Piay-houfes,may  be  divorced  from 
their  Husbands  by  the  ancient  Ro- 
manes and  Iuflinian  hisLawes,  0,391, 
661,66*, 

S,  Dominiclje  , a ftory  of  his  going  to 
Hell.p4i2,r3.  ‘ 

Domitian  baniihed  Players  and  fupprefled 
Playes,  p.461,714, 

Z>0>0#4 cenfured  for  putting  on  mans  ap- 
parell. p,204, 

Drunl(cnnej]e}occaC\oned  by  Stage-playes 
P*5°8.  to  512.731,752,  a great  and 
fcandalous  finne,efpccially  in  Clergy 
men.  p.508. 509, $91,  to  6}6,SparJim. 
780.  m, 

5 

£dgar3his  excellent  Oration  to  hisPre- 
Iares,p,762.  ? 

Edric^c  hi  s epnfure  ,p,  1 3 3 . 

Edward  the  6.  his  Statutes  and  Commif- 
fion  forabolifhing  Images  and  Saints 
pidnres  cut  of  Churches,  p,9Di.903, 
m.  For  fanflifying  the  Lords  Day, 
&c  p,  78 1.  his'  Comedy,  DC  Mcretricc 
Babilcnica.  p,S54, 

Effeminacy,  a great finne.p.i  67,206,  fol, 
546,547,  a neceflary  concomitant  of 
Pliy-aftingand  a fruit  of  Playes.pag, 

1 67.  t o 2 1 4 ,4 -°*4  2 2 >45  3;  f,f  46,  ?47, 
54^,874,to  895.949,  in  haire,  appa- 
rell jfpeech  or  gefturcs  much  condem- 
ned. Ibidem, 

Queene  Eliza  bit  h,  and  her  Coun- 
feil  fupprefled  Playes , Play-hcufes, 
and  Dice -houfes.  p.491 ,49:,  her  In- 
junctions againft  Images  & Pictures 
in  Churches,  which  (he  caufed  to  bee 
denaolifhed  Sc  taken  out  of  Churches. 


pag.902.903 , m.  her  Statutes  againft 
Playes  and  Players,  p.495. 

Engl’fb  Lawes,  Statutes  , Magiftrates, 
V nivcrfmes^Writcrs,  againft  Dicing, 
Mummers,  Players.,  Dancing.  Sta^c 
playes,  hfeivious  Songs  and  Muficke, 
iJIay-bookes,&c. p.109,1 10,227,261, 
273^79*  to  288. 358, to  366.  434,  to 
445»485,to497*f.Si7^i3;5i9»p,698. 
^99)700,7 1 5 ,7 1 6,71 7,79  3 ,794,9 , 9, 
10924.  againft  Images  in  Churches. 
P-9°  1. 902, 903. m.  Fpift.Ded,  1.  For 
the  fan&ification  of  the  Lords  Day. 
pag,  241 ,242,243,71 5 ,716,71 7,7® 1 * 

Epbori.  pag.  188.922. 

Epborm  his  cenfure  of  Muficke.  p,287. 

Zpicarmui  punifhed  for  his  wanton  Ver- 
fes,p,9ir, 

Epiphaniut  his  ccnfarc  of  Stage-playes, 
wanton  Muficke,  mens  wearing  of 
womens  apparell , long  haire  , and 
womens  cutting  their  haire.  pag,  1 8£. 
2793^56(l68o.of  Images  in  Churches, 
p.899, m,  , 

Erafmw  his  cenfure  ofwanton.Church- 
fing^-P«28j. 

Efau  and  lacob  a tipe  of  the  Reprobate 
and  Ele<ft.  p«347. 

Euclid cenfured  for  putting  on  womens 
apparell. p.t  82. 

Eh\ brofina  and  Rmpona  cenfured  for  cut- 
ting their  haire,  and  putting  oilmans 
apparell. p.184.204. 

Eupo'.ti  the  Poet  drowned  hy  a hebiadd: 
pi-lii.f.ffj- 

cuf  biitt  his  cenfure  of  Stage-pfaycs  , 
Dancing  and  wanton  Muficke,  efpe- 
cially  on  Lordf-dayes. p.164.3  60. fol, 
533.534.  n. 279,  670.  of  making  the 
Image  of  God.p,899.m. 

Eurifidcshls  death,  f.553,. 

Euftatiut  condemned  for  an  Heretique, 
for*  perfwading  women  to  cut  their 
haire  and  put  on  mans  apparell  under 

pretence  of  devotion  41,203, 204  1 84* 

Examples 
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Iftampleso fGods  fearefull  Judgements 
upon  Play-poets,  Players,  and  Play- 
haunters.f.553.  to  565. 

Exhortations  to  Play-poets,  Players,Play- 
haunters,  p,  5 3. to  62.  f.  5 67. 568, pag, 
566. to  569  686,687,701,  71 1,712, 

7 1 7^7 1 8 29, 830,^74.  to  995. 

F 

Face-painting  conde  mned  p.159, *60,505 
$943*29, 89°j7 9^780,854,893  See 
Gulielmus  Peraldm  Summa  V irtutum 
ac  Vitioru  .T  om.2,De  Superbia.c.14. 

Fathers : againft  Dancing,  p.  22.36,22  I. 
10230.  Dicing.  Epiftle  Dedicatory.  1 . , 
Heathemlh  cuftomes.  pag.  20.  to  37. 
Health-drinking,  p.t  6.597  ,598,609, 
614, 61 5.  Mens  long  haire  and  Peri- 
wigs. p 1 88.  to  1 9 1 .209,2 1 o.  lafcivi- 
ous  Songs  andMuficke.p.26i.to  285, 
fancaftique  andgawdy  apparell  and 
fafhions.p.ii 7.21 8,890,, to  904  Jma- 
ges  in  Churches,  and  the  making  of 
Gods  Image, pag.894.  *0904.  Stage- 
playes.  p.  66  67,309.  to  355.392.  to 
4 3 a.668. to  6g8.  Sword-playes.  p,  74. 
75,347,467,  468,  Reading  of  Piay- 
bookes  and  prophane  Authors,  p.78. 
79,91 5.  to 928.  New-yccres  gifts,  p. 
20,36,197,198, 4*93  4*°5  7 5G  7 5 6, 
See  all  thefe  Titles.  Their  concur- 
ring refolUtions  to  bee  fubmitcedto. 
p.685,686,687,7 1 8,7 19,720^  Puri- 
tans. p.222.798.  to  802. 

Fea(iiva!s  of  Pagans  fpent  in  Playes,  in 
dancing  and  excefle.  pag.225.  233.  to 
237.25  1>75i  - to 7 61. 771*779*  See 
Dancing:  to  bee  abandoned  by  all 
Chriftians  pag, 20. 2 1,57535 7 63584* 
75  1.  to  761.  turned  into  Chriftian 
Holi-«dayes,and  fo  brought  in  Hea- 
theniih  abufes.  pag.  7 5 1 4 to  761.  See 
Holi-daves. 

Teafts  of  the  Primitive  Chriftians  deferi- 
bed  p.768.to  780. 


Fe  iv  faved.p.  244.78  7,  7 8 8 .See  D.  cbctHht 
his  ftrait  way  and  narrow  gate. 

luliiU  Firmicm,  againft  mens  long  haire 
and  putting  on  of  womens  apparell : 
and  Stage-playes.p. 194.195,670. 

Fioralian  Hnterluies  aded  by  Whores  ob- 
feene  and  invedive.  p.  122.163,  214, 
fol.529. 

Fornication  a hainous  firine.  pag.  37  5.  to 
3 80, men  prone  unto  it,  p,  3 7 2.3  7 3 . 
occafioned  and  fomented  by  Stage- 
playes.pag.327.to  446.144,1453146, 
43^54335498, 662.  See  whores  and 
whoredome.  Not  to  beaded  among 
Chriftians.  p.63.to  7 2. 89. to  94. 

Andreas  Frijitu  hiscenfure  of  Dancing, 
DicingjPlayes  and  fcurrill  Songs.pag. 
*93 « 

G 

Gali’mm  cenfured,  yea  (laine  for  favou- 
ring PLayets  , ading  and  frequent- 
ing Playes.p, 465X5  5 f.p.7  39*856. 

Gallns  the  Poetcenfured.p.454. 

Gclim  hiscenfure  of  Stage-playCs. p.452. 

George  the  Arrian, a Cappadocian  borne. 
p.67 1. to  679. 

George  the  Martyr  made  Symbolicall  by 
Mclantton  and  others,  p.676.677. 

Gcrardas  his  faying.p  9 20. 

Gcmancs  punilh  adultery  with  death,  p* 
3 8 2. uft d to  poll  their  wives  taken  m 
adultery  &fo  turnethe  packing.p  205 
condemned  Stage-playes  & kept  their 
wives  from  them.p.4344  57,458,7 13* 

Gcrfon  his  cenfure  of  lafcivious  Poems, 
Playes  and  dancing. p 690.5  3 8.922. 

GcJIkYlS  of  Minifters  and  others  ought  to 
be  grave,  p.934.93  5. 

Glnverm  his  cenfure  of  Stage-playes,  p. 
457-458 

Gods  Image  or  Pi  dure  cannot,  ought 
not  to  be  made  j a great  impiety  to 
make  itp.894.to  904.  hisComman- 
dementsnot  to  be  broken  in  yeft  pag. 
84.1088-  he  abhorres  Stage-pbyes 
Oooooo  2 130^ 
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130*  IJI.fol.  f 2f  , 52(5. 

Gorgiat  his  ccnlure  of  Stage-playes.  pag. 

449-7  °3« 

GoJJon  3 penitent  Play-poet,  his  cenfure 
< & Books  againft  Stagc-playes.p.  140. 
$60,  361 ,362,  436,437,486,489, 

J.G.his  refutation  of  theApologie  for  A- 
dor$,and  his  cenfure  of  Playes.p.  141. 
J4^i  4 M87, 491,698,700, 795>796- 

Gotbes  and  V indals  rejected  Stage-playes 
P-4f7«f.527  p.713. 

Gratian  the  Emperour  his  Edid  againft 
Players,and  Playes . p.468,81 3. 

Grattan  the  Canonift , his  cenfure  of 
Players  and  Playes.  pag,  684.846.  of 
Ncw-yeeres  gifts,  p.796,  of  Health- 
drinking, p.  596. 

Grecians , the  originall  inventers  of 
Playes  p.  17,509.  admired  Playes  and 
Players  at  firft , but  abandoned  and 
made  them  infamous  at  laft.  pag-4?f. 
704*7$  °>7$G  738,  843,  844.  Their 
manners,cuftomes,and  Playes  prohi- 
bited Chriftians.  p.  11.  12,749,586, 
6*0,6*1,652. 

Gregory  the  Great, turned  Pagan  Feftivals 
into  Chriftian.  p.7?9.76o.  his  cen- 
fure of  Playes  and  Pagan  Authors,  p. 
78. 79,68^,848. 

Gregory  Na^anr^en,  his  cenfure  of  Dan- 
cing, p.xaf.  279,6  37^.771.771,773. 
Face-painting,  p.217.890,893.  mens 
long  and  frizled  haire.  pag  189.  mens 
putting  on  of  womens  apparell.  pag. 
1 69.170,188,189.  lafcivious  attyres. 
p.117.896.  Players  and  Stage-playes, 
p.  156.163,164,169,31  5/338,139, 
473/01. 5 27.680.  how  Chrifts  Nati- 
vity muft  bee  folemmzed.  pag.771. 
772,773  - 

Gregory  T^tffen,  his  cenfure  of  Dancing, 
lafcivious  pictures,  and  Stage-playes, 
P 3 37.  3 $8,5z7.fol.  f?9«56o  pag. 
680,  of  Images  and  Gods  Pidure. 
pag.  898. 


Gregory  the  worker  of  Miracles,  his  ha- 
tred of  Playes  caufed  a fudden  pefti. 
lence  among  Players  and  Play-haun- 
ters.f.559.560. 

Th  Gualenjis  his  cenfure  of  Playes  and 
laughter,  p.  296.301  ,689. 

Gualther  his  cenfure  of  Dancing,Piayer$, 
Iefters,Playes,  and  Play-haunters,  p. 
4$.m.  226.  3 10, 479, 480*481,69 2, 
73  7*73  9 

Guevara  his  cenfure  of  Stage-playes  and 

Adbrs.  p.  461.462,696,731. 

G*htlmiu  Parijienfishis  cenfure  of  Stage- 
playes  and  Dancing.p.688,his  paffage 
and  reafons  again  ft  mens  putting  on 
of  womens  apparell,  er  women  of 
mens,  p.884.885,886. 

Gunda  her  pumthment  for  cutting  her 
haire,and  putting  on  mans  apparell, 

р.  800. 

H 

Uaire,  womens  cutting  and  frizling  of 
their  haire  condemned  by  Deut.22.5. 
x King.  9. 30 , Ifay  3 . 1 8, 10,  2 2,  24. 
i Cov.i  1.5,6,14,1  y.  r Tim, 2 9.  Tu* 
*«»*?,  4>f. 1 Pet,3,3,4,f,Rom.i.26# 
Zeph,i  ,8.Prov,7.lo,i  3,  Rev.17.4, 

с. 9. 8. by  Councels,  Fathers, and  Chri- 

ftian  Writers  of  all  forts  as  an  unna- 
turall, impudent  whorifh  pradife.pag. 
184.  to  206 .2 17,  m ,f,$  14.799.80f « 
877*,to  8 9 a • 9 94 , £e  e Gulieltmts 

Summa  Virturum  acVitio- 
rum,Tom,2,Tit4de  Superbia.c.  14, 
accordingly.  Examples  of  women 
who  have  cut  their  haire,  cenfured. 
Ibidem.  Whores  and  Adulrereffes  pu- 
nched heretofore  by  cutting  their 
haire,  which  our  women  now  make 
a falhion.  p.  202,  203,204,  Popifh 
Nons  cutting  of  their  haire  when 
they  are  admitted  into  Nonneries 
derived  from  the  ancient  punifhment 
of  Harlots,and  Eujiatius  his  Difciples. 
p, 202, 203,  204, condemned, Ibidem. 

Mens 
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Mens  wearing  of  longj  falfe,  curled 
haire  & lovelockes,condened  by  Deut. 
22,  Ezech*  ^4,20,  Dan,  4.33. 
i Cor,iJ,i4,lf.Rev,9,8,  Num,6.f,  j 
Ier,7,29.Pfal, 68, 2i.  compared  toge- 
ther, by  CounceIs,Fathers,  and  other 
Writers,  as  an  effeminate  unnaturall 
amorous  pradife,  an  incitation  of 
luft,  an  occafion  of  Sodomy,  and  a 
pradife  of  ancient  Ganymedes  and 
Sodomites  ,p,i86«to  203,  209,  210, 
211,42^,^0,799,873 , to  890,893.  Ep» 
Ded,2,&  3 . To  the  Reader,  Sec  Guli. 
Teraldus  qua  fupra,  M .Bolton  his  com- 
fortable duedions  for  walking  with 
God*  p,  19?,  *00.  W.  T,  his  Abfoloms 
fall , wherein  every  Chriftian  may 
as  in  a Mirror  behold  the  vile  and  a- 
bominable  abufe  of  curled  long  haire 
fo  much  now  ufed  in  this  our  Realme 
pag,  8. 9,10,  j 7, 1 2,19.  Arch-bilhop 
Abbot  his  28,  Ledurc  upon  Ionah, 
fed.  1 1,  p, 570,  471*  Auguftin.  Enar, 
in  Pfal,3  2, Tom, 8. pars  1 . pag,  244, 
M.  Edward  Rainolds  his  finfulnefle  of 
finnc,p,  1 3 f *Quiutil,Inftit,  l .1  ,c,i  5 , 
againft  mens  long  compt  haire, 

Uautyrtg,  Hunting , yea  peeping  of  Houses 
and  Hounds  prohibited  CIcrgie  men  by 
fundry  Canons  and  Councels,p,f  87, 
to  668  ♦ Spar  Jim, 

Uaymo  hiscenfure  of  Stage  playes  and 
A&ors.p,349.863,  of  making  Gods 
Image  ,p,90o,m. 

Healtb-drintyng,  prohibited,  condemned 
by  Councels,Fathers,and  others,oag. 
22*596, 597, 598,609,614,6151  656, 
771*  7&o,  m,  78  2*  7 9*0*  See  my 
Healths  fickneffe,  -with  the  Authors 
there  quoted,  HKabanus  Mattrks  Com. 
in  Titum,  c,  1,  Tom«5«  pag,f°*«E, 
Homil,  in  Dominicis  diebus,  Tom, 
5*Op,p.6o5,  D.  lohannis  Sarisberi- 
enfis,  De  Nugis  Curixlium,  1.  8*  c 6, 
XuoCarnotenfis*Decret.pars  6,c, 252 


Matter  Gualtbcr  Horn,  9.  inHabac* 
p-  229.230,  Innocentius  3.  Opcrum 
Tom.  i.p  470.  Guhelmus  Stuctyus  An- 
tiqu.  Convivalium,  lib,3«  chorowout, 
Hofticnfis  Summa,l.i,Tit.  de  Tem- 
pore ordinat.f.j  1.  loan.Langhecruci- 
us.de  Vita  & Honeftate  Ecclefiaftico- 
rum.l.*,c.u,p.  150,6c  012^.254,25  y 
Gratian  Diftind.^.Polydor  Virgil, 
de  Invcnt.rerum.l.3,c.5.p.2i5.D./(/i;7j 
White  his  Sermon  at  Pauls  Croffe. 
March  24.1 61  f.fed,i  6.  S^atbaniel  Cole 
his prefervative againft  finne.  p.  380. 
M .Heilderjbam  his  n.  Ledurc  upon 
Iohn  the  4,verf.2o,  pag.i 30.  Barnaby 
Rich  his  Irifh  Hubbub,  London  161 S. 
p.24.2  5. M.jEtf’mzrd  Raynolds his  finful- 
neffe  of  finne.  1631.  p.  125.  who  ex- 
prefly condemne  the  drinking  and 
pledging  of  Healths , efpecially  in 
Clergie-men,  who  ought  by  the  Ca- 
non Law  to  be  deprived  for  ir, 
Hcavctij  no  Stage-playes  there,  pag.  964. 
96$. 

HccaUm  Abderita  his  teftimony  of  the 
Iewes  wanting  Images,  p.  894, 

Helena  Conftantine  the  Great  his  Mo- 
ther,an  Englifh  woman,  p.  4 67. 
Heliodorm  deprived  of  his  Bifhopprickc 
for  his  amorous  Bookes,  p.916,  * 
Heltogabalm  cenfured.p.i78 .7  10,856, 
Henry  the  3 .the  Emperor  rejeded  Playes 
and  Players. p.471 4 

Henry  the  4.  of  England  his  Statute  a- 
gainft  Rimers  andMinftrels,p,493. 
Henry  the  8 , his  Statute  againft  Mum- 
mers, Vizards  and  Dice-play.  p,49  3, 
494.  his  expences  upon  Playes  and 
Mafques.p, 320,  his  Commifiions for 
abolifhing  Images  in  Churches,  pag, 
90  3 . m. 

Htn*y  the  3.  of  France  his  Edids  a gainft 
Stage^playes  and  dancin?  on  iTordf- 
dayes  and  Holi-dayes.p,7 1 5, 

Hercules  cenfured  for  putting  on  wo~ 
Oooooo  3 mans 
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mans appatell.  pag,8  88. 

Hfrod  AgnppaCmi ttcn  in  the  Theater  by 
nn  Angcll,  and  fo  dyed  fol„5  54.5  5 j . 
Sec  F reculpbiCbronicon.  Tom . 2.  1. 1 . c. 
14‘^ibl.Patrum.T  om.9.p.4o8. 

Herod  the  Great,  the  firft  ere&er  of  a 
1 heater  among  the  Iewes , who 
thereupon  confpire  his  death,  p,  486. 

Herodian  his  cenfure  of  Playes  and  Dan- 
cing, p,  710.8  7 1,8  5 a, 8 55,85458  5 5- 

Hcrodias,  her  dancing  taxed  : the  Devill 
danced  in  her.p.228  ,119.  m,  2.31.  m. 
260.77  3. f,5  34. 

• Hnro  punilhed  Spicarmits  for  his  wanton 
Veries.p,92i. 

Eierorn  his  cenfure  of  mens  long  and 
curled  haire,p.i88.54.o,  of  lafcivious 
Mufickcand  Songs,  p, 175.276,340. 
of  Images  jfpecially  of  God.p.B^S^m. 
of  Players  and  Stage-playes.pag.340. 
680.  of  Dancing,  p.  223.  of  reading 
Poets  andprophane  Authors.p.78.79 
I145il559i759l8591^92659i7-  his 
trance.p.p 2^.9  264  for  Laymens  rea- 
ding the  Scripture.p,9  z8.rn.how  Mi- 
nifters  ought  to  preach . p.9  3 6,9  3 7 . 

Eilaric  his  cenfure  of  Stage-pl3yes,pag. 
3 39.670*  of  making  Gods  Image,  p. 
9°°.m. 

Eiftories  fophifticated  by  Players  and 
Play-poets  p.940.941* 

EoUtot  his  cenfure  of  Stage-phyes  and 
Dancing.p.ljf  ,m.  256,689. 

Holi-dayss,  how  to  be  fpent  and  folemni- 
z,ed.p,x40.to  244,f.537.53836:c.57y 
585:^86,60^0  686.  Spa/ firm  74 3. to 
783.  exceedingly  prophaned  with 
dancing,  dicing,  drunkennelfe  and 
prophane  paftimes.p.  222.23  i.to  25  o. 
SparJim.i7U$6 3. fo,.y  30. to  541.  575, 
to  666.743. to  78  3.933.  Dancing  and 
Stagc-playes  prohibited  on  Holi- 
dayes  by  Councels,  Fathers,  and  all 
WmeiSjlbidcm.Sce  Dancing. &p.9j$. 


Augmented  by  Papifts  who  have  tur- 
ned Pa^an  Feftivals  into  Chriftian.p- 
7 5 1.  to  7 6 1.  See  Haddon  Cont.  Ofo- 
rium.l  3. t, 261.163, 264, Abridged  by 
Trajan, f,  539. 

Ho 'ine flebecommeth  Chrift1ans.pag.63 , 
645528. 

Homilies  of  our  Church  againft  Images 
in  Churches, &c,p.i86#90i  902,903. 

Honorius  Augnfiodunenfis  cenlure  of  Stagc- 
playes,  pag.  505.  m,  684.  of  Piayerly 
Mafle-priefts  p.n 3.1 1 4. 

H unarm  the  Fmperour  fuppreffed 
Sword-playes,p.7  5.468. 

Bijhop  Hoo  er  preached  twice  every  day  of 
theweeke  ; would  have  Bifhops  to 
preach  once  every  day,  would  have 
two  Sermons  every  Lords  Day.  his 
cenfure  of  thofe  who  complaine  of 
two  much  preaching.  £,5  3 1,  a profef- 
fed  Anti-Arminian.f,5 32.  condemned 
Dice-play.Epift.Ded.i.yea,^//4rstoo, 
of  which  he  writes  thus  in  his  3. Ser- 
mon upon  Ionah,  before  King  £d- 
Ward  6.  An.  1 5 5 1 .p.  8 1 .// queftion  now  be 
as  fad  > ii  there  theft  no  Sacrifices  left  to  be 
done  of  chriftian  people  ? yea  truely,but  none 
other  then  fuch  as  ought  to  be  dom  without 
Altars:  and  they  be  of  3.  forts:  The  fir  ft 
is  the  facrifices  of  than  fa  ft  giving  .Pfal.5 1 . 
!7,l9.Amos  4.5,Heb,i3.i5.Hof,i4 
2.  The  2,  is  benevolence  and  liberality  to 
the poore,  Mich.  6,  8.  1 Cor,  16,  j,  2, 
2 Cor, 8. 1 9.  Hebr.  13.16,  The  third 
fande  of  facrifice  is  the  mortifying  of  our 
cwne  bodies, and  to  dye  from  fume.  Rom. 
n.i.Matth  u.Luk.  14.  Ifweftudy 
net  daily  to  offer  thefe  facrifices  to  God , we 
be  no  Chriftian  men.  Seeing  Chriftian  men 
have  no  other  facrifices  then  thefe,  which 
my  and  ought  to  be  done  without  altars, 
there  fhould  among  Chriftians  be  no  altars. 
And  therefore  is  Wat  not  without  the  great 
wifedome  & knowledge  cfGcd , that  Chrift, 
his  Apoftles  and  tbt  TrimUvc  Church 
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tacked  Altars,  for  they  that  the  ufe  of 

Aiurs  then  was  taken  away.  It  were  Well 
then  that  it  might  pieafe  the  Magi ftr ate  s to 
turn  the  Altars  into  Tables,  according  to  the 
firft  inftitutm  ofehrift,  to  takeaway  tbefalfe 
perfwafton  if  the  people  they  have  of  facnfices 
to  be  done  upon  the  Altars,  For  ae  long  as  the 
Altars  remmt,  both  the  ignorant  people,  and 
the  ignorant  and  cviil  ptrfwaded  Prteft  W/U 
dreame  aiway.s  cffacrifice,  Therefore  were  it 
beft  that  the  Magift rati  s remove  all  the  mo- 
numents and  tokens  of  idolatry  and  fuperfiiti- 
on.  Then  fhould  the  true  Religion  of  God  fan- 
ner take  place, &c.  & Sermon  8,  f.  150 , A 
great  jhame  it  is  for  a TtybleKjng,  Emperor 
or  Mag’ ft  ale  contrary  to  Gods  Word  to  detaine 
or  keeps  from  theDevill  or  hts  mnifters.any  of 
their  goods  or  treafure>as  the  Candles,  Images, 
Croffcs,Z>cftmenis,  Altars ; for  if  they  be  kept 
in  the  Church  as  things  indifferent,  at  length 
they  will  be  maintained  as  things  mccffary. 
And  doc  not  wee  fee  his  words  prove 
true  ?.  Againll  the  making  of  Gods  I- 
rnage  and  futfringor  erefting  Im  ges  in 
Churches,  pag  901.  m.  of  which  hee 
writes  thus  in~his  Declaration  of  the  fecond 
Commandement.  London  1588/0I.  29.  to 
32 .This  Commandement hath 3 . parts : The 
firft  tak-t)  from  m ad  liberty  and  licence, that 
we  in  no  cafe  reprefent  or  man>fe(l  the  God 
invifiblc  & tncomprebenfiblc  with  any  Figure 
cr  Image,  or  reprefent  him  unto  our  fences  that 
cannot  be  comprehended  by  the  wit  of  man  nor 
AngeU.  Thefccond  part  forbiddeth  to  honour 
any  image.  The  third  part  Jhcwetbw,  that  it 
u no  need  to  prefent  God  to  us  by  any  Image . 
Mofes  givetb  a reafon  of  the  firft  part , why 

no  image  jhould  be  made, if.  Re- 
member, faith  he  to  the  people , that  the  Lord 
Jpakc  to  the  in -the  vale  ofOreb,  thou  beard- 
eft  a 1 oyee,  but  fawefino  manner  offmilitude, 
but  oncly  avoyccbcirdcft  thou , Efay  c.  40. 
3 8 4.&  44. 9j &c.  diligent' yftuwetb. what  an 
abfurdity  and  unde  cent  thing  it  is  to  propbane 
tbcMdjcftie  of  God  incmpnbwftble  with  a 


Utile  blockje  or  ftonc  3 a spirit, wuh  in.  Imago. 
The  like  doth  Paul  in  the  17.  of  the  Aci5> 
The  text  therefore  forbiddeth  all  manner  of 
Images  that  areynade  to  exprefte  or  reprefent 
almighty  God.  Ihcfccond  part  forbiddeth  to 
honor  any  Image  made : The  firft  word  ho- 
nour figmficth,  to  bow  head,  legge , {nee,  or  any 
part  of  the  body  unto  them,  as  ad  thofe  doc 
(pray  marke  it)  that  fay  With  good  confer- 
ence they  may  bee  fufjred  in  the  Church  of 
Cbrift,&c*Sccingth'.nthere is  noCbmandement 
in  any  of  both  Tcfttaments,  to  have  Images , but 
as  you  fee  the  contrary  •,  and  alfo  the  univer - 
fall  Catholike  and  holy  Church  never  ufed  1- 
m ages, as  the  writings  of  the  Apoftles  and  F ro - 
phots  teftifie,  it  is  but  an  Ethnic  verity  and 
Gentile  Idolatry,  to  fay  God  and  his  Saints  be. 
honoured  in  them,  when  as  all  Hiftories  teftifie, 
that  in  manner  for  the  fpace  of  5 00.  yeeres  af- 
ter Chrifts  Afcention,wbcn  the  deftrine  of  tha 
Gofpell  was  moft  (mccrely  preached , was  no 
Image  ufed, &c.  Therefore  S.Icha  biddeth 
us  not  onely  beware  of  honouring  of  Images, 
but  of  the  Images  tbemf dies.  Thou  jhaltfin/lc 
the  originall  of  Images  in  no  place  of  Gods 
Word,  but  in  the  Writings  of  the  Gentiles  and 
Infidels,  or  in  fuch  that  more  followed  their 
ownt  opinion  and  fupcrftitious  imaginations , 
than  the  authority  of  Gods  Word.  Herod  o- 
tus  faith,  that  the  Egyptians  Wire  the  firft 
that  made  images  to  reprefent  their  gods.  Jnd 
as  the  G entiles fajhioned  their  gods  with  what 
figures  they  lufted,fodoc  the  fhri fians.  To 
declare  God  to  be  ftrong  they  made  bim  in  the 
forme  of  a Lion  to  be  vigilant  & diligent, in  the 
forme  of  a ~Dog,&c.  S 0 doc  they  that  would 
be  accounted  chrifians,  paint  God  and  his 
Saints,  with  fuch  pictures  as  they  imagine  in 
their  fantaf.es.  God,  like  an  old  man  with  a 
boric  bead,  as  though  his  youth  were  pa  ft, 
which  hatbneither  bcgmn'mg  nor  ending,&c. 
No  difference  at  all  betweene  a Christian  man 
and  Gentile  in  this  Idolatry,  faving  onely  the 
name.  For  they  thought  not  their  images  to 
be  God,  butfuppofed  that  tbdr  Gods  would 
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be  honoured  that  wayes,  as  the  Cbrifiians  doe . 

I write  thefe  things  rather  in  contempt  and 
hatred  of  this  abominable  ido'atry  then  to 
learne  any  Eng? finnan  tht  trtitb,  &c.  The 
third  part  dcclarcth,  That  it  Is  no  need  tojhew  ' 
God  unto  us  by  Images,  and  provetb  the  (am? 
with  3 . rcafons.  Firfi,l  am  the  Lord  thy  God , 
thatbveth  thee,  hclpeth  thee,  defendeth  thee , 
is prefent  with  thee  : bc'ieveand  love  me,  fo 
fi;a!t  thou  have  no  need  to  fce{e  me  and  my  fa- 
vourable prefence  in  any  Image.  The  fecond 
reafon : lama  jea  on*  God  and  cannot  fuffer 
thee  to  love  any  thing  but  in  me  and  for  me.  I 
cannot  fuffer  to  be  otherwife  honoured  than  1 
have  taught  m my  Tables  and  Teffament  T he 
l.reafonis,  that  God  revengetb  the  propha- 
mtinnefbn  Divine  Majeflyfif  it  be  tranferi - 
bed  to  any  creature  or  image,  and  that  not  only 
in  him  that  committcth  the  Idolatry,  but  af  j 
in  his  po ferity  in  the  third  and  fourth  genera- 
lion, if  they  follow  their  Fathers  idolatry. Then 
teavoydtbtire  of  God  and  toobtainc  his  fa- 
vour,we  muff  ufeno  Image  to  honor  him  with 
all • GodsLawes  cxpulfctb  and  puttetb  Images 
out  of  the  Church,  then  no  mans  lawes  fhould 
bringthemin . All  which  he  thus  feconds 
in  his  briefeand  cleare  Confeffion  eftbsChri- 
flian  Faith  in  an  ioo.  Articles,  according 
to  the  Order  of  the  Creed  of  the  Apofilcs.  ' 
London  1581.  Artic.79.8c  8 7.  1 believe 
(writes  he)  that  to  the  Magiflrateit  doth 
appertains,  not  onely  to  have  regard  unto  the 
Common-wealth , but  alfo  unto  EcclefiafUeall 
matters , to  take  away  and  to  overthrow  all 
Idolatry  and  falfe  ferving  of  God,  and  to  ad- 
vance the  Yfingdomt  of  chrifl , to  caufe  the 
iVcrd  of  the  Gojpell  every  where  to  be  preach' 
id,  and  the  fame  to  mdmtdxne  unto  death : to 
chaflen  alfo  and  to  punifb  the  falfe  prophets 
which  Icadc  the  poorc  people  after  Idols  and 
firange  gods,&c.  I believe  alfo  tloat  the  begin- 
ning of  aU  Idolatry  was  the  finding  out  and  in- 
vention of  Images, which  alfo  were  made  to  the 
great  offence  of  the  fmdesof  men,  and  are  as 
(stares  and  traps  for  the  fee  tc  oft  he  ignorant  to 


make  them  to  fall.  Thtrefbrc  they  ought  not 
to  btc  honoured,  ferved,  worjbipped , neither 
to  befuffred  in  the  Temples  or  Churches, whet e 
Cbrijtian  people  doe  meet  together,  to  beare  and 
underfiand  the  Word  of  God,  but  rather  the 
fame  ought  utterly  to  bee  ta\cn  away  and 
thrownc  downc , according  to  the  effift  0fthe 
i.  Commandment  cf  God : and  that  ought  to 
be  done  by  the  common  authority  cf  the  CMagi- 
fir ate, and  not  by  the  private  authority  of  every 
particular  man  For  the  wood  of  the  Gallowfs 
whereby  off  ice  is  done , is  bleffcd  of  God,  but 
the  Image  made  by  mans  hand  is  ace ur fed  or' 
the  Lord, and  fo  is  he  that  made  it.  4ttd  there- 
fore we  ought  to  beware  of  Images  above  all 
things.  This  was  this  Godly  Martyrs 
faith  concerning  Images : thiswas  the 
faith  and  dodrine  of  all  our  pious  Mar- 
tyrs and  Prelates  in  King  Henry  the  8 
King  Edward  the  6.  Queene.  Maries,  and 
Queene  Elizabeths  Raignes  : this  is  the 
authorized  dodrine  both  of  the  Articles 
and  Homilies  of  our  Church  which  every 
Englifh  Mimfter  now  fubferibes  to,  and 
is  enjoyned  for  to  teach  the  people  as 
the  undoubted  truth;  Yea  this  was 
one  of  the  Articles  propounded  by  Do- 
dor  Chambers , to  which  the  reverend 
Bifhop,  Jewell, and  all  other  yong  Prote- 
ftant  Students  in  both  our  Vmverfities 
fubferibed,  in  Edward  the  <5.  and  Queene 
Maries  Raigne,  Imagines  & fimulachra  non 
cffeinTcmplis  habenda',  eefque  gloriant  Dei 
imminme  qufvel  fuderint  vel fabric atifue - 
rint  vcl  finxerint,  vel  pmxerint,  vel  fabri - 
canda  & facienda  locarint : as  Dodor  H uni- 
fies Dc  Vita  & Morte  Juetti.  pag.  43,  in* 
formes  us  : which  I wifli  our  moderne 
Innovators  and  Patrons  of  Images 
would  remember. 

Horacehis  cenfure  of  Playes  & Players 
p.  3 7°  4^,7n,834. 

Hybrifiicajacra,  how  foleranized.p.204, 
Hylas  the  Player whipped.p.tjLfp. 

| Hypocrifte,  a necefl ary  concomitant  of 
* adins 

O 


-\ 


The  Table., 


a&ing  Playes,  and  a damnable  finne, 
pag.  156.  to  161.  876,  877.  Chrift, 
hisApoftles,  the  primitive  and  mo- 
derne  Chriftians  unjuftly  taxed  of  it, 
p«8 16.  to  811, 

Hypocrites  and  Players,  the  fame,  p,  1 5 8, 

1 S9*  s76* 

UypoUtk 5 his  cenfure  of  Stage- playes,and 
lafci/ioas  Songs  .^565, 5 6 6, 

I 

Kjngjames  his  Statute  againft  propha- 
ning  Scripture  and  Gods  Name  in 
Piayes.p,  109,1  10.  his  Statutes  make 
Players  Rogues,  and  Playes  unlaw- 
full  paftimes,pag, 495,496.  exprefly 
condemned  the  making  of  God  the 
Fathers  Image  or  Pi&ure.  p.poj. 

Jafon,  thefirft  introducer  ofHcathenikh 
Playes  among  thelewes.  p,548-549> 

Jdius  the  author  ofNew-yeeres  gifts? 
&c-  See  Kalends  and  Kew-y  ceres  lifts. 

Jdleneffe  a dangerous  mifehievous  flnne 
occafionedjfomented  by  Stage*playes, 
p,i4l.47l>50ijt:o504. 909,947,951, 
to  9 5 6.480,1001* 

Ms  and  Devils  parts  and  {lories  unlaw- 
full  to  be  afted ; their  Images,  ihapes 
andreprefentations  not  to  be  made* 
p#7$  .to  106441,176,177^.550.551 
5 52,.  pag.  547*865, 8665890^0  904, 
The  mentioning  of  their  names  and 
imprecations,  adjurations,  or  excla- 
mations by  them ,unl awfull.p, 3 1,33, 
36,77.to  89.891,915.  Things  origi- 
nally confecrated  to  them  unlawfull. 
pag, 1 8, to  42.8 1 . to  90.  Stage-playes 
invented  by,  and  confecrated  unto  I- 
dols  , and  Devil-gods  , who  were 
courted  with  them  in  their  Feftivals, 
See  Devils, Dancing  and  Feftivals  pag, 
478,479,  481.  fol.558*559>P*7313 
7**>7*5. 

idolatry  a grand  flnne > to  which  mea  are 


naturally  prone,  p.  27,58,59,80,81.% 
8 2, 8 3, the  mother  of  Stage-playes,  p, 
a 8, to  40,58,59.f,52z.5f\559.  pag, 
546.?47«The  ading  of  an  Idols  part, 
or  making  his  reprefentatio  Idolatry* 
p.  89. 90,8  55, 8 66,8  9 1,891, The  veiy 
reliqucs  and  ihadowes  of  it  to  be  a- 
voyded,p.  17.58,59,80,8  ,,652,891, 
892*  occafloncd  by  Stage-playes  and 
Play-poets  p.  8 0*8 1,84,101.550,55  1 , 
*0%  p,65°*65r,652, 

Jefuits  ad  Chrifts  paflion,&c,inftead  of 
preaching  it  p.ii6,n  7,765,766,767, 
999,Gods  Iudgcmencupon  them  for 
a prophane  Play. f,  5 5 8.  Some  of  them 
have  condemned  Stage-playes,  pag. 

996'997j&c, 

fewes,  condemned  andrejsded  Stage- 
playes,  and  Idols  fliapes  and  vizards* 

pag.  466.552.  to  556.7 14,718,723, 

894, 98 r,  had  no  Images  in  their 
Temples,  and  condemned  the  very 
art  of  Imagery*  p.  894%  to  902.  keept 
their  Sabboth  from  Evening  to  Eve- 
ning.p,639.642, 

IffUttitu  the  Martyr,  condemned  Dan- 
cing on  the  Lords  Day.  p.212.23  i.m. 

Ignatius  Loyola , prohibited  Terence  to 
be  read  inSchooles,  p.917. 

linages  and  Pidures  of  God  the  Father, 
Sonne  and  holy  Ghoft  unlawfull  to 
be  made,  or  fet  up  in  Churches,  pag, 
286,894.  to  9O4.  See  Hooper . Images 
in  Churches  condemned  by  Fathers, 
Councels  , Emperours > Proteftanc 
Churches  and  Writers,  and  by  our 
owne  Engl ifh  Statutes,  Articles,  In. 
jun&ions,Homilies,Canons,  ancient 
Bilhoys  and  Writers,  ibidem.  Sec  Bi- 
flicp  Jewels  Reply  to  M,  Harding.  Ar- 
tic,i4.  P,49^.  to  517.  Rodmci(c  Mors 
his  complaint  to  the  Parliament  in 
King  Henry  the  8 . dayes*  cap.  19, 24., 
D,  John  Ponet  BB.  of  Wmchefter,  his 
Apoiogie  or  Anfwer  to  Mqrtyjt, 1 555, 
Pppppp  cap* 
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°P’^«7.pag.  74,  84,  83.  Archb  fhop 
yfiftrs  Aniwcr  to  the  lefuits  Chal- 
lenge.pag,493. to  fi^Edir,  ulr,  & a 
ihort  Description  of  Antichrift.  1 553. 
pag,  1 6,  Demolifhed  at  Zurich)  and 
Bafil,md  here  in  England  by  Henry  the 
8,  Edward  the  6.  and  Queene  Elija- 
bttb, pyoj.m,  Images  condemned  by 
the  Pcrhans,  Syrians,  Scythians^  and 
Lybians  of  old,  Origen.  Cont,  Cel- 
fum,  Iib.7,fol,96.  none  fuffred  in  the 
Temples  and  Synagogues  of  the 
Iewes,Turkss,Saraiens,Mores,Mof- 
chovices,  or  barbarous  Heathen  Na- 
tions of  Afia , Africa  and  Europe 
now,Haddon.CorttfOforium.Iib,j4f, 
1 54,  condemned  by  JWabomet  inhis 
Alcoran.Edit,Lat.Bibliandri,  1 3 $ o.p, 
19*103,116,144,1 31.  & fhill  Chrifti- 
ans,  (hall  Proteftants  fuffer,  applaud, 
erefl  them,  when  as  thefe  condemne 
them  ? See  Thomas  Walden fts,  Tom,  3. 
Tit,  19.  De  Religioforum  domibuc, 
cap.i  50. to  162  . 

Imitation  of  Pagans  and  their  cuftomes 
unlawfully.  1 &,to  z 3 ,7  3 o to  734.  See 
Pagans, 

lmpudcncy  a dangerous  (inne  occafioned 
by  Stage- pliye^p.^  1 .5 1 i.to  51 6. 

Infamous  to  aft  Plnycs,See  Acting, Play- 
ers ,p.  412.  429,841.  to  84o. 

Intention  of  Phy-haumers.p,943.to  947. 

Inventions  oi  Pagans, how  farre  lawful! 
and  unlawfull  ,p.  1 6. to 42, 

Jofepbuo  his  cenfure  of  Stagc-playes  3nd 
Theaters  p.466,467>$?335?4>&c*  of 
Imiges.p.894.893. 

if  odor  H ifpa'tnfisy  his  cenfure  of  Dice- 
play,  Epift.  Dedic.  t.  of  Stage-playes 
and  Theaters.  7,349/. 5 24.123, pag. 
562.38  3,737,7  58,m,of  New-  yeeres 
gifcs,p7j 7 758. m,  of  reading  pro- 
phine  Writers  p.78. 79,91  5,916. 

Sfiodor  Pelufiota his  cenfure  of  Play  es  and 
Players,  p.477.795.  of  reciting  hu- 


man Authors  in  Sermons,  pae.937 

93  8* 

Jfocrates  his  cenfure  ofPIayes  and  Play- 
ers. p.t  11.450,703 . 

Irerueus  hi*  cenfure  of  Players  & Playcs, 
p.  138.rn.669. 

ludgetnents  of  God  upon  Play-poets , 
Players,Play-haunters«f,550,33z.  to 
565. 

Julian  the  Apoftate  his  Edift  againft 
Mtnifters  refort  to  Playcs  oe  Ale- 
houfcs.p  461.643. 

I uliuaJdeifaUa  his  expence  onPlayes.  p« 
3 iM*** 

luo  Camounfis  his  cenfure  of  Playes, 
Players,  afting  in  womens  apparell, 
&c.  663.684,  846,^86,906. 

Jun mMaunoa  his  cenfure  of  Playes.  p, 
458* 

Jujiinian  his  Edifts  againftDicing,Play- 
ers,Sword- playes, Stage-playes, which 
hec  {files  the  Devils  pompes,  p.  469. 
362,  3633  656,  to  463,  his  law  for 
divorcing  of  Play-haunting  wives ..p* 

391.661,662. 

Jufl’m  Martyr  his  cenfure  of  Images.pag, 
896  of lafciviousMubcke.  p.275. 

Jujlm  the  Hiftorian  his  cenfure  of 
Playes  and  Dancing,  p 709.710. 

Juvenal  his  cenfure  of  Players,  Playes, 
Play-haunters  and  Dancers,  pag.249, 
i5  0>3i9j370j45  *>843->8  5 8 59  • 
860. 


Kalads,  their  obfervation,  efpecially  of 
the  firft  of  Ianuary,  prohibited,  p.19. 
to  23.197, 198,  4293*3°;  58o,  38jj 
, 58  2, 73  3, 7 5 ^>7  80,731* 

Kings  moft  honoured  when  God  is  beft 
ferved  by  their  fubjefts.  p.  644.  have 
fuppreffedPlayes  and  Dicing,and  exi- 
led Players.p  453.to472.636.to  563- 
703. to  713,7153  870.  infamous  for 
them  to  aft  or  freauent  Playes,or  fa- 
vour 
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vour  Players,  pag.  450.451 ,428,419* 
4 S9>to  472X557.5  5 8«p.7°7«  to  711* 
7}4.to  744.848.(0858. 897.  A good 
King  and  bad  Councellors  , worfc 
then  an  ill  King  and  good  Councel- 
lers.  p,  1 5 } . what  makes  Kings  evill. 
f«547.  Their  life  ought  to  bee  exem- 

pbry.p.7}47j?,74,, 

,n  dances  and  PI  ayes  dangerous* 
p.166.245,3  8 6. 

tonights  prohibited  to  ad,  to  dance,  or 
come  upon  the  Stagc.p  459.860,861, 
86z. 

L 

Ld brim,  his  cenfure  of  his  Play-ading, 
p.8*o.8*i. 

laeedemytwct  prohibited  Stage-playes , 
and  lafeivious  Mufickc.p.i  21.112,188 
455,713,921,8*9. 

La&asu’whis  cenfure  of  Images. p.8 96, 
897,8  9S.m.  of  ading  in  womens  ap- 
parell.p.i  8 8.  of  Stagc-piayes  and  A- 
dors,  p.  169.180, 334, 535, 336,473. 
67 o. 

l9Qt.Langhccrucius  his  cenfure  of  Health- 
drinkme,Stage  playes,  ading  of  Aca- 
demical! Entcrlades  , and  ading  in 
womens  apparell, p.596,597, m.695. 

8*4,365,8615. 

Lafcivioufnejfe  condemned  : a neccffary 
concomitant  and  eft'cd  of  Playes,and 
Play-ading.p.  1 6\  to  178.332.(0446. 

j lifljop  Ldtymtr  his  cenfure  of  Dice-play. 
Epift.  Dedic.  I.  of  dancing  and  pro- 
phaning  Lordf-daycs,f«55  5.  oflma- 
ges.  p.  902.  acculed  of  fedition.  pag, 

8 tf. 

Laughter  , propkane,  profufe,  exceflive, 
cenfured.p.i^o.to  298.1 2 3 ,403,404. 
Chrift  never  laughed.  294. 40  3 , 404. 
this,  life  no  time  of  laughter  but  of 
teares.p.293.294,404.  sec  Chryfoft. 
Horn.  12.  in  Collof.  4 an  excellent 
difeourfeto  this  purpofe  : occahoned 
by  Playcs.p,i75. 290^0  304.403,404, 


LdureU,  Chriftians  prohibited  to  drefle 
their  houfeswithit.p.2i  58r#7f*,m, 
770.77  i,77i*  See  Tertul.de  Cotoaa 
militis.lib.c.K.Ii. 

Laymen  enjoyned  by  Councels,  Fathers, 
and  God  himfelfe  to  read  the  Scrip- 
tures diligently.  Epift.  Dedicat.a.pag. 
f 8f.924.to  93  2.  are  fpirituall  Pricfts, 
and  ought  to  be  as  holy  as  the  Cler- 
gie,p.4io.*47,648. 

Leo  the  Emperourhis  Edid  for  the  fan- 
difying  of  the  Lords  Day  and  fup- 
predion  of  Stage-playes  p.459.470. 

Lewis  the  9.  of  France  his  Edid  againft 
Players,  Play-houfes,  and  Dicc-hou- 
Tes.  p 870. 

Leucippus , his  effeminacy  in  haire  and 
apparell  cenfured.  p.883.88  f. 

twit  his  cenfure  of  Stagc-piayes,  p.  449. 
4fo.f.f*o, p 705.  ~ 

Ledtvictu  the  Emperor  his  Edid  againft 
Clergie-mens  refort  to  Playes,  &c, 
p*7if* 

Lodwicus  Arch-bifliop  of  M3gdeburge, 
his  death,  f*f  57- 

LidwicHS  Fives,  his  cenfure  of  Players, 
Playes,  Play-bookes,  Dancing,  and 
Popifh  Enterludes.pag.i  14.1  if  ,1 34, 
si*,  fol.  f f 4.  pag.  691. 91*. 

Lendett  Magiftrates  fapprefled  Playes  , 
Play-houfes  and  Dice-houfes.  p.  49 I. 
492* 

Lords  T>Ay , (exceedingly  prophaned  by 
Stage  playes,  Mafques  and  Dances, 
which  arc  prohibited  on  it  by  Coun- 
ccls, Fathers,  Imperiall  Lawcs,  our 
owne  Englifh  Statutes,  Homilies,  In- 
jundions,and  fundry  other  Writers,) 
how  it  ought  to  bee  fpent  and  fanfti- 
fied  p.13 . 22, 240.  to  244.  271, 363, 
468,4*9,470,491,530.(0  541.489, 
5*4,^*75,57^615  .to  66  l .Spar* 
fim.  71  f . 71 6, 9 1 3 , 9 46.  Sex  Dancing , 
Holi-dayes.  Sc  Thomas  iValdenfis, Tom.  3 . 
Tit.  X7«  cap.  140.  141, 142.  Playes, 
Pppppp  2 M.ifqucs 
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M-uqucs  and  Dancing  unlawfull  on 
it j Ibidem.  Si  p.S7f.f7 6,996.  and  on 
Lords  Day  and  Saturday  ntghts.pag. 
1 t.r'3  ,'40,  64^3  (j\6*  It  begins  at  eve- 
nings not  at  morning  or  midnight  3 
proved  at  large  bv  Councels,Eathers, 
and  others.p.C^S.  to  646.  Hence  jfuo 
Carnotenfis TDccrct  pars  6.cap.yi.Cratian 
Dijiinft.y*.  and  all  Canomfts  on  this 
place  of  his,  upon  the  words  of  Tope 
Leo  Epifl.%  1 .cap.i . conclude  thus,  that 
the  Lords  Day  begins  at  Evening ; 
Jjon  pajfim  (fay  they)  diehjis  omnibus fa- 
cer dotalti  vtl levitica  erdinatio  ce!cbretury 
Jedpofi  diem  Sabbati  cjufq]  noftis  qua  in 
prim  Sabbati  luccfcit,  exordia  conjecrandi 
deligantur . Quod  cjufdem  objervantue  crit 
fnnancipfo  Doniinico  die  continual  0 Sab - 
batijejunio  celcbrctur}d  quo  tempore prace- 
dentis  nodtis  initia  non  recedunl.  Quod  ad 
diem  rcfurretlionis  ( ficut  ctiam  in  Pafcba 
dominideclaratiiY)  pertinent  non  c(l  dubi- 
um^&c.  His  qui  eonfecrandifunt  nunquam 
bencdiclio  tiifi in  die  Dominica  refurreftio - 
nis  tYibuiUiTiCui  a vefpere  Sabbati  initium 
conjlat  aferibi ■ Dies  Dominica  initium  ba- 
bet  d vcfpcre  Sabbati  3 <&  vefpcra  prace  - 
dentis  veftis  trabitutr  ad  diem  fcqucntem, 
nt  five  de  vcjpirc  in  Sabbat o9  five  de  mane 
m "Dominico  or  dims  confer  antur  femper  in 
die  Domini co  vidcantur  conferri,  Hence 
alfo  Hoftienfs.  Sum . lib. 1.  Tit.  de  Fenjs. 
foil  49  Eaptijla  Trovomala  in  his  Sum- 
ma  TjfcHa  Tit.  Fer'ue  fc&.  4.  f . Summa 
^ ingc'ica , Tit . 7 )ks  fell.  1.  Lindvaood 
C onftit.trovm  lib.  r. Tit  deFcrijs.fol.y 4. 
with  all  other  Cano?u(ls.Tit  dc  Fcrijs , & 
JoAnnis  de  Bur  go  Pupitia  cculi  pars  9, cap. 
6.  T)c  Fm/J.D  E.lay  downe  this  for  an 
infallible  maxim c . Qiiodabpinmdu  efl 
h fervilibu  s operibus  omni  die  Dominka  ab 
bora  vcjpertinadici  Sabbati  inchoandojton 
ipfam  bo/am  praveniendo.  Quod  feriatio- 
nem  tetter e dekemus  d vejpera  in  vejperam. 
Q ifod  dekemus  feflum  mipere quantum  ad 


fcriaticnem  a vejpera  in  vejperam  j feibett 
ab  ultima  parte  diet  precedent u feu  vigdia. 
Quod  dies  d.verfs  modu  incipit  & dejmit : 
nam  quoad  eelebrationem  divraarum,conji- 
dcratur  de  vejpera  in  vejperam : quoad  ju- 
dicial de  mane  in  vejperam , & pc  de  luce  in 
lucem : fed  quoad  contra  ftu*,dc  media  notte 
in  mediamnolltm : And  this  hath  beenc 
the  received  refolution  of  all  former 
ages, which  fhoulti  over-ballance  all 
new  opinions.  See  Tolydor  Virgil.  De 
Invent.  Rerum  lib. z. cap. 6.  for  thebe- 
ginning  and  ending  of  dayes , 

Lovelocks , bullies  of  vanity  whereby  the 
Dcvill  leads  and  holds  men  captive. 
Epiftle  to  the  Reader  : provocations 
to  lull  and  unnaturall  lewdnefle,  in 
ufe  among  Sodomites  and  Pagans  of 
©ld/md  none  elfe.p.i88.to  i9f,»09, 
*10,211,882,883,888.  See  Havre. 

Lucas  Tudenps  againft  making  the  pi&ure 
of  the  Trinity.p.poo.m. 

Luxury  a dangerous  linne,occa  honed  by 
Stage-playes.  p.fo8«to  yi  3. 

Lycurgus  prohibited  Playes.  p 

Lydans  effeminated  by  Muhcke,  Dan- 
cing, Playes,and  idlenefle.  p.288 . 

Lyes,  condemned  : frequent  in  Playes.  p. 
106  1073108, S37J838. 

LyfimcbM  his  Court  cenfured,  p.S$6. 

M 

Macarius  JEgyptim  his  cenfure  of  Playes 
and  Players. p,4f.m.  f.yy6  .p.  670. 

CMacrobhu  his  cenfure  of  Dancing  and 
PLiy-a&ine.  p.24f.  246,1 29,704,860, 
861 . his  teftimony  of  the  Saturnalian 
Peafts.p  7^1,752. 

Macro  his  advice  to  Caligula,  p .74 1 . 

Magy  Bookes  cenfured  p,  917. 

Magiftrates  ought  to  fuppreffe  Players, 
Playes , and  Play-houfes,  and  have 
anciently  done  fo.  p. 448.10  49^.787. 

Mahomet  his  cenfure  of  Dice-play,  p 66y, 

Manners 
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Manners  and  mindes  of  people  corrupted 
by  Playes,  p.329. to  {ou 
Marriages  •,  Dancing  and  Playes  at  them 
prohibited,  condemned  by  Fathers 
and  Councels.  See  Dancing  : & Saint 
Chryfoftom.  Hom.i  z.  in  Colof '■  2.  Tom.  4. 
Cel  1210.  to  1114.  Horn.  20.  in  Epbcfi . 
Tom.  4.  Cel  1009,  where  hce  writes 
thus.  In  mtnmonio  omnia  oportet  ejfc 
pfe«rttemperantia  & modeftia,  gravi- 
tate & honeftarc,  Contrarium  autem 
video  j faltantes  tanquam  camelos, 
tanquam  mulos«  Quid  facis  6 homo? 
quid  ludibria  ilia,  quid  monitra  indu- 
cts ? Omnino  turpe  eft  & mdecoru, 
viros  moILes  & faltantes  & omnem 
pompam  Satanicam  domum  introdu- 
ces. Quando  unguent um  componi- 
tis  nihil  male  olens  finitis  appropin- 
quare.  Matrimonium  eft  unguentum; 
cur  cxni  fxtorem  inducis  in  ccmpo- 
fitionem  ungucnn  ? Quiddicis?  Cli- 
ent virgo,  & no  earn  pudet  fuae  aeqwa- 
iis  5 oportet  enim  lpfam  kac  cffe  lio- 
neftiorem  & graviorem,ex  ulna  enim 
egrella  eft,non  ex  palxftra,  &c4  Ne 
tranfuehas  & in  pompam  ducas  virgi- 
nintcm,  An  non  funt  hxc  probrum 
& dede'cus  ? Sunt.  Probrum  enim  & 
dedecus  eft  fe  indecore  gerere  etiamfi 
fit  Regis  filia,  etiamfi  ferva  fit  virgo, 
&c.  Thcatrum  enim  non  eft  matn- 
monium , eft  myfterium,  feu  facra- 
mentum,  & rei  magnx  typus.  Sacra- 
mentum  inquir,hoc  magnum  eft,  ego 
autem  dico  in  Chrifto  & Ecclefia. 
Hcdefiae  eft  typus  & Chrifti,  & falra- 
trices  introducis  > Si  ergo,inquis,ne~ 
que  virgines  faitant,  neque  qux  nup- 
ferunt, quis  faltabit  ? iNullus.  Salta- 
tionis  enim  quxnam  eft  neceflitas5 
In  myfterijs  Grxcorum  funt.  fai  ratio  - 
nes : in  noftris  autem,  filentium,  ho- 
nefta  gravitas , pudor  & modeftia. 
Magnum  peragitur  myfterium,  foras 


meretnees  faltatrices,  foras  prophani, 
&c.Hxc  vobis  non  temere  dida  funt, fed 
ut  vos  nec  nuptijs,  nec  faltationibus,nee 
chorisadfitis  Satanicis.  Vide  enim  quid 
invenerit  Diabolus*  Nam  quoniam  a 
feena  & ijsqux  illic  funt  turpia  & inde- 
cora, ipfa  natura  abduxitmulieres,  quae 
funt  theatri abduxit  in  gynxeium,  mol- 
lesinquam,  feupathicos  & mcretrices* 
Hancpeftem  invexit  lex  nuptialis,'im6 
vero  non  lex  nuptialis,  abfit,  fed  lex  no- 
ftras  molliciei.  Quid  ergo  dico  oportere  ? 
Omnia  turpia  cantica  quae  funt  Satani- 
ca,  inhoneltas  cantilenas , immundorii 
juvenum  circuitiones  auferre  a matri- 
monio,,&  haec  poteranr  caftigare  fpon- 
fam  & modeftam  reddere^ftatim  n.  apud 
feconfiderabit,  Papae,  quaiHs  eft  hie  vir! 
eft  philofophus;  hanc  vitam  nihili  ducir> 
ad  procreandos  liberos  & educandos  me 
domi  duxit,&  ad  domum  cuftodicr  dam* 
Hx  his  ipJis  oftendit  n?eiuemfuam,nullo 
horum  deledari,ncqj  unqinm  conceftu- 
rum  uc  fianc  faltationes  & canantur  im- 
pudica  cantica*  Sed  haec  fponfe  funt  in- 
jucunda  ad  primum  ufq}  & fecundum 
diem, non  autem  deinceps  5 fed  & maxi- 
mam  capiet  voluptatem  fe  ab  omni  fufpi- 
cionc  liberans,  Nam  qui  neque  tibias 
neque  falcantes, neque  fraftos  cantus  fu- 
ftinuerit,idque  tempore  nuptiarum,  vix 
ipfein  animum  induxeric  ut  turpe  ali- 
quid  unquamaut  faciat  aut  dicac,  Sed 
visientur  res  quidem  indifferens  qua  fi- 
unt  circa  matrimonium.  Sunt  autem 
caufae  m.ignovum  rrwloitim.  Omnia  funt 
plena  iniqurtate,  Turpitudo  & ftuiti- 
loquium  & fair  rile  verbum,  mqiiit,  ex 
ore  veftro  non  exeat.  Omma autem  ilia 
fuut  turpitudo,  & ftulriloquium  & fenr- 
rilitas,  non  leviter,  fed  cum  inrentione* 
Ars  enim  eft  hoc,  & raagnam  affert  lau- 
dem  ijs  qui  earn  exercent,  Ars  fnftafunt 
peccata*  Non  leviter  & temere  ea  tra- 
damus  fed  adhibito  ftudio  & fcientia,& 
PPPPPF  3 de 
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dc  csetero  Diabolus  eft  harum  rcrum 
Dux  & Imperator.  Vbi  n,  ebrictas  & 
lafavia,ubi  lermo  obfeaenus  Sc  faltatio, 
ad«!t  Diabolus  fua  aft'erens.  Cum  his 
convivaiis  die  qua:fo,  Chrifti  myftcrium 
pcragis,&  Diaboluminvocas  ? Me  forte 
exiftimatis  gravem  & importunii,  Nam  1 
hoc  quofq;  eftmultae  perverfitatis,  quod 
qui  incrcpat  ludibrio  habetur  tanqu?.m 
auftcrus*  Nonne  auditis  Paulum  dicen- 
tem.  Quicquid  faciatis  five  comedatis, 
live  bibacis > live  aliquid  faciatis,  omnia 
ad  gloriam  Dei  facitc?  Vos  autem  ad 
malcdiccntiam  & ignominiam,  Non 
auditis  Prophetam  diccntem.  Servitc 
domino  in  timore,  & exultate  ei  in  tre~ 
more?  Vos  autem  diffundimini  & luxu 
diffluitis,  An  non  vero  licet  etiam  tu- 
tu laecari  ? Vis  audire  pulchros  modos  ? 
Maxime  quidem  nc  oporteret  quidem. 
Scd  me  dimitto,  & me  tibi  accommodo. 
Si  velis,  non  audias  Satanicos  modos, 
led  fpirituales.Vis  videre  faltantes?  Vi- 
de chorum  Angelorum.  Et  quomodo 
fieri  poteft  ut  videam  ? Si  haec  abegeris, 
veniet  Chriftus  quoque  ad  has  nuptias. 
Siadfic  autem  Chriftus,  adeft  etiam  cho» 
rus  Angelorum,  Si  velis,  nunc  quoque 
faciet  miracula  ficut  & tunc.Facietnunc 
quoque  aquam  vinum  Si  multo  admira- 
bilius.  Diffluentem  Sc  diffolutam  con- 
vertet  laetitiamSc  cupiditatem,  8ctranf- 
fcrct  ad  fpiritualem.  Hoc  eft  ex  aqua 
vinum  f ice  re.  Vbi  funt  Jibitmes  (pray 
marke  it)  neqaaquam  eft  Cbriftui . Sid  & ft 
fmit  ingreffus,  lot  primum  lijcit,  & tunc  fa- 
ert  miYacula.  Quando  itaque  es  fafturus 
nuptias  nc  domos  obeas,  fpecula  & ve- 
ftes  commodato  accipiens  5 res  n,  non 
lit  ad  oftentationem,  neque  filiam  addu- 
cis  ad  pompam:  fed  ijs  qua?  in  ea  funt 
domumexhileransjvoco  vicinos,amicos 
Sc  cognatos.  Quos  nofti  quidem  bonos 
Sc  probos,  eos  voca,  & ut  ijs  qua:  adfunt 
contenti  fintadmone.  Ex  ijs  qui  funt 


ex  Orcheftra,adfit  nullus.  lllic  n.  eft 
fumptus  vacuus  Sc  indecorus.  Ante 
alios  omnes  voca  Chriftum.  Orna 
fponfum  non  aureis  ornamentis}fed 
manfuetudine  & pudore  Sc  confuetis 
veftibus.  Pro  quovis  mundo  aureo  & 
implicaturis  Sc  intexturis,induens  pu- 
dorem  & verecundiam,  & quod  ilia 
non  quaerat.  Nullus  fit  tumultus, 
nulla  perturbitio.  Vocetur  fponfus, 
accipiit  virginem.  Prandia  & cxnx 
non  fint  plena  ebrietatis,  fed  fatictate 
cum  voluptacc.  Vidcamus  quam  mul- 
ta  ex  hoc  funt  bona, quando  viderim?, 
ex  ijs  quae  nunc  hunt  nuptijs,  fi  nup- 
tiae  & non  potius  pompa:  funt  dacen- 
dae,quot  mala  ? Illic  enim  Chriftus, 
hie  Satanas,  Illic  criftitia,hiccura.Il- 
lic  voluptas,  hie  dolor.  Illic  fumptus, 
hie  nihil  tale.  Illic  probrum  & dede- 
cus,  hie  modeftia.  Illic  invidia,  hie 
nulla  plane  eft  invidia : Illic  ebrietas, 
hie  falusjhic  temperantia.  Ha:c  autem 
omnia  cogitantcs  , haftenus  ma- 
lum fiftamus,  ac  cohibeamus,ut  Deo 
placcamus,  & digni  habeamur  qui 
confcquamur  bona  qmae  funt  promif- 
fa  ijs  qui  ipfum  diligunt,  gratia  & be- 
ntenitate  Domini  noftri  ltfu  Chrifti, 
The  whole  Homilies  are  worth  the 
reading  , but  thus  much  onely  I 
thought  good  to  infert  to  control  1 
the  marriage  diforders  of  out  lafcivi- 
ous  age* 

Marbachius  his  cenfure  of  Vizards,  dif- 
guifes, wanton  app3rell,  and  afting  in 
womens  apparell..p.889«890. 

^Mariana  the  Iefuit  his  Book  againft,  and 
cenfure  of  Stage-playes,  Players,  and 
Theaters.p.<S9f.9^6.to  1000. 

ZMariushis  cenfure  of  Dicers, of  Players, 
P-4f°- 

MdrtiaU  his  Poemscenfured.p.79t.9l6> 
917 . 

Majfe  turned  into  a Stage-play  , and 

Mafic- 
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priefts  oft-times  into  Aftors.  p.  in, 
to  i $.to  663.  Spar  pm.  pag  ,761, 
10767,  877, 91S>9*9*  Sacrilegious 
unto  Chrift  and  his  merits.  p.7$9 . 

Maffilicnfes  prohibited  and  condemned 
Playes  andidlenefle.p.  65.44^,446, 

480,71 3>9*°>839* 

May-games,  and  May-poles  derived  from 
the  ancient  prohibited  Heathen  &ia- 
j*;rttf,p.25*.  m,807.  m.  & from  the 
Floralian  Feafts  and  Entcrludcs  of 
the  Pagan  Romanes,  which  were  fo- 
lemnized  on  the  firlt  of  May,  See 
Ovid  Faftorum.  lib.q..pag.$  1,  Millcve- 
nit  vaiijs  florum  dea  nexa  coronis, 
Scena  joci  morem  liberioris  habec. 
Exit  & in  Majas  FeftuFlorale  Kalen- 
das,^ //&.*.  ptfg.  86. *#91.  Mater  a- 
des  florum  ludis  celebranda  jocofis 
Incipis  Aprili , tranfis  in  tempora 
Maij:  Alter  te  fugiens,  cum  venit, 
alter  habet.  Cum  tua  lint,  cedantque 
ribi  conftnia  menfum , Convcnit  in 
laudes  ille  vel  ille  tuas.  Circus  in 
hunc  exit  clamataq;  palma  Theatris, 
&c.  Die  De3,refpondi,ludorum  quae 
fitorigo.&c.  Convenere  Patres : & 
ft  biene  floreat  annus.  Numinibus 
noAris.annuafefti  vovent.  Annui- 
mus  votis  ,-Conful  nunc  confule  ludos, 
Pofthumio  Lena*  perfoluere  mihi, 
Quaerere  conabar  quare  lafeivia  ma- 
jor, His  foret  in  ludis  iiberiorque  jo- 
cus Sed  mihi  fuccurrit  numen  non 
effe  feverum,  Aptaque  delieijs  mune- 
ra  ferre  Deam.  Tempora  futilibus 
cinguntur  tota  coronis*  Et  latet  in-  | 
jeft a fplendida  menfa  rofa.  Ebrius  ' 
incindis  phiiyra  conviva  capillis,Sal- 
tat,  & imprudensutiturartemcri.  E- 
brius  ad  durum  formofs  Iimen  ami- 
ex  Cantat : habensundae  molliafer- 
ta  comae.  Nulla  coronata  peragqntur 
feria  fronte  : Nec  liquid*  vjnftis 
iore  bibuntur  aquae,&c.,  Bacchus  a- 


mat  flores  > Baccho  placuilie  coro- 
nam  Ex  Anadnaeo  lidere  noflfc  potes. 
Scena  lenis  dccet  hanc  : non  eft,  mihi 
crcdite,  non  eft, Ilia  cothurnatas  inter 
habenda  Deas,Iurba  quidem  cur  hes 
celebret  meretricia  ludos , Non  eft 
de  tetricis,non  eft  de  magna  profeffi*,, 
Vuit  fua  plebeio  facra  patere  choro* 
&c.  See  Alexander  ab  Alexaui.  Genial. 
Ditrum  hb.6.cap,t  Godwin^  his  Roman 
Antiquities  lib.  2 fell.  1.  cap.  $ fag.  87. 
*Polydor  Virgil3de  Invent.  Rerum*  lib.  4,  c* 

1 4.  Bulengerus  De  Theatro . lib.i  ♦ cap.f  o. 
fag.196.  to  the  like  purpofe.  He  who 
lhall  but  fcrioufly  conlider  this  man- 
ner of  celebrating  thefc  Floruliaa 
Feftivals,  and  paralell  them  with  our 
May-games  5 will  foonc  conclude  as 
Fo'.ydor  Virgil  d oth  inexprefle  tearmes 
(De  Invent.  T(erum.  lib  5.  cap . 2 ) that 
our  May-g:mes,  Maying,  and  May- 
pole* fad orned  commonly  with  Flow- 
rie  Garlands  ) had  their  original! 
from  thefe  Floralian  Feaftivals , or 
the  Heathen  Majumaejand  that  there- 
fore Chriftians  ought  wholy  to  aban- 
don them,  as  they  are  exprefly  enjoy- 
ned  both  by  Imperiall  Ediftis,  Coun- 
cels  and  Fathers.  See  here,  p 807.  m. 

*7f  .*76,581,583,584, 587, 7^7*6- 

m.  ( Tope  Martyns  Decree  ) pag  7fo3 
770,780,10,  zi,  xj.  Tertullian  De 
Corona  Mlitii  lib.  Polydor  Virgil.  De 
Invent 'Rerum*  lib.  5.  cap,  2.  M,  Stubs 
his  Anatomy  of  Abufes,  p 109.  no, 
(who  particularly  condemne  both 
May-games  and  May-poles : ) and 
Francis  dcCroy  his  firft  Conformity, 
cap,i9.xo.3ccording!y, 

Menander  ihe  Comedian  his  death,  fol. 
?• 

Mmiflcrs  and  Clergie*men,  proh  bit^d 
to  Dance, Card  or  Dice,  or  to  behold 
Dancers,Carders,  Dicers,  in  publike 
or  private,  or  to  fuffer  them  in  their 
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houfes , to  ad  or  behold  either  pub- 
Iike  or  private  Enterludes : to  play  at 
any  difhoneft  or  unlawfull  games : to 
dijguifc  chemfelves  : toHauke,Hunt, 
or  to  Iceepc  Haukes  or  Hounds  : to 
haunt  or  keepe  Tayernes  or  Ale- 
houfes,  or  to  enter  into  them  but  on- 
ly in  cafe  of  ncceility  when  they  tra- 
vcll  • to  begin  or  pledge  any  Healths  j 
to  frequent  or  make  any  riotous 
heads ; or  to  wcare  coftly  apparell, 
p.  1 $0,469,7^9.93  S‘t0  93 3 979>98o. 
tol.$t8fpag.$7  3,to  668,  Sparfm.  See 
Vitrcentij  Speculum,  Hijl.  li'o.zy.  cap, 39. 
40.47,  Summa  Angelica  Cleric  us,  n.& 
all  canonifls . Dc  Vita  & Hone  fate  Can- 
cer um : conclude  the  like.  Ought  to 
fupprefle  and  diffwade  others  from 
Dancing,  Dicing,  Health-drinking, 
or  refort  to  Playes.  ibidem.  Scurrilous 
lefting.  Dancing, Dicing,  Play-a&ing, 
or  Play-haunting  Minifters  to  bee 
iufpended  and  deprived.  lbidem,Thzit 
duties.  Ibidem*  Ought  not  to  meddle 
with  fecular  affaires,  not  to  beare  fe- 
cular  offices.  Ibidem,  Ought  tobere- 
ftdent  on  their  Cures,  and  to  preach 
mice  a day,  fol.  531.  pag*  6 3 9,  6 13 , 
624.  Ought  to  be  grave  in  their  ge- 
ftures  and  fpeeches,  not  Player-like, 
p 93$.to  938.  Ought  not  to  read 
iafeivious  Poems,  or  prophane  Au- 
thors , nor  to  ftuffe  their  Sermons 
with  them,p. 70.79,91  $.  to  9 3 9.  No 
Players  or  Aftors  of  Playes  to  bee 
made  Minifters, or  to  take  Orders,  f. 
5*3,  p.846. 847,934,93$. 

Mitjucius  Felix  , his  cenfure  of  Playes 
and  Players,  p 336.3  37>f  58j<j70*  of 

Images.p, 896.8974 

Medeflie  md  fhamefaftnelTe  banifhedby 
Playes,  fol. $ 1 2,  to  $ 1 6.  their  prayfe. 
ibidem. 

Molanus  his  juftification  of  prophane  fa- 
crilegious  Popilh  Enterludes4  p.763. 

764,7*$* 


Monk"  many  of  the  Sodomites,  Whore- 
mailers,  Epicures,  pag.  213,760,7*1, 
762,8*0,  881,  See  Vincentij  Specu- 
luna.Hift,  lib,27,c,  29.  to  yg,  hb.  28. 
cap .6, to  i9.cap.90.to  1 oi.  Womcn- 

Monkes,  pag,  1 84.1 8y, 201,202,103, 

204,880,881. 

Morice-dances  ccnfured.  p.  io.  See  Vancet 
and  May- games, 

Mofcwitis  how  they  keepe  their  Chrift 
mas. pag.  782. 

Mofcs  prohibited  Playes  and  Enterludes, 
why.pag.yyy. 

Mourning  for  ocher  mens  ftnnes,  a duty, 
p 291. to  29$. This  life  a life  of  mour- 
lbid.  & p«9^7*to  97  3 -See  Chryftji  Horn, 
it,  in  Colof,  accordingly. 

Multitude  no  argument  of  goodnes.  pag, 
787.788,44a. 

Mummeries  and  Mummers  condemned.p, 

493,494.  fol.yi$.89i.to904, 

Murtbcrs  occaftoned  oft  by  Playes,  fol. 
y 16, to  yio. 

itf/^c,lawfull,ufefull,p.  274J  afeivious 
effeminate  Muficke,  unlawful!,  p.173, 
to  290, 3 94*  3 9 $♦  ^e  Vincentij  Speculic. 
Hip.  Iib.z9jap.1w,  M.Nortbbrool^e  his 
Treatife  againft  vame  PIayes,&c.foI. 
39.40,41.  Agrippa  Dc  Vanitate  Sclent, 
cap.  6 Stubs  his  Amtomyof  Abu- 

les.p.  128.119,130,  &c.  Church-mu- 
ficke  ought  to  be  grave, ferious,  pious, 
not  quaint,  delicate  , or  iafeivious  5 
which  abufes  of  it  are  cenfured.p^S 
to  t$2.&  Reformatio  Legum Ecdepaf. 
ex  Author  it  ate  Regis,  Hen,$,  &Edtv.6, 
Londini  1571  .Tit.De  Divinis  Officijs,c  y, 
f. 4 3 • grounded  on,and  authorized  by 
the  Statutes  of  zf.  Henry  8.  c.  19.  17, 
Henry  8-  c.i  y.  & 3.  & 4,  Edward  6 . c. 
11.  which  preferibes  this  rule  in 
Church-muhcke,  In  divinis  capitibus 
rccitandi*&  Pfalmisconcincndif)  miniftri 
& clcrici  diligcnter  hoc  cegitare  debent , 
non  folum  dfe  Denm  laudan  oportere,  fed 
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alios  ettim  bortatu  & exemplo&  obfcrvs-  l 
tione  iUorum,ad  eundem  cultum  addticcndos  j 
ejfe.  Quaproptcr  partite  voces  & diflinttc  ' 
prontmcient,  & cantm  fitiUorum  clam  & 
uptus,  at  ad  auditor  urn  omma  [enfum,  & 
kite  tit  gentian*  itrvcnutnt.  ltaqtvibratam 
itiam  & operofam  mu [team , quee  figurata 
dkitur,  auferri  placet,  que  fie  in  multitudi- 
mU  ambus  tumultuatur , ut  fepe  linguam 
nonpojjit  ipfim  loquenhm  intclkgere,  (See 
Q^//^.Injun^ions.In|un6t49,  accor- 
dingly.) Which  kinde  of  cjuainc  and 
delicate  Church-murtcke  is  largely 
cenfured,  by  Hugo  Tdri{tcnfis,lib.  x.de 
Clauftro  Amrtue , by  Vincentm  Beluacen- 
fie.  Speculum  Hiftardib.n  c-4f.  by  /«jb» 
Sale  his  Image  of  both  Churches,  on 
Rer.c.  1 8 fcft.io . 1 1, by  william  Wragb- 
tton  his  Hunting  and  Refcner  of  the 
RonvfhFox.  foLi  1.59,1x7,126.  by 
Gua! therm  Hidden  Qontr.  Ofarium,  lib .3. 
foll6  J .164*  & M.  T^ofthbreoke  againft 
Dice-play  fol.40.41.  Muficke,when, 
why, and  by  whom  brought  into  the 
Church,  p.177. to  z8g. 

N 

Jfyme  of  God  not  to  bee  ufed  in  Playes, 
in  which  it  is  oft  prophaned.  pag. 
108. to  ut. 

"Names  of  Idols  not  to  be  named,invoca- 
ted,3cc.  by  Chriftians.  p.  31.335365 
77,78. to88.  5845  891,926. 

Naked  Harlots  not  to  be  looked  on.  pag. 
406.  dancing  naked  cenfured.  p.*46. 
i 5 1.  See  Lampridij  Commodm.  p«9°. 

Nero  cenfured,  and  his  death  confpired 
for  his  finging,  afting,  dancing,  and 
Mafquing  on  the  Stage,  p:  4fj.  465. 
fol.5 17.5  5 y.  pag. 7 07 .736,7  45, 

849.  to  8 S3.  Suppreffed  Playes  and 
Players. p.460. 5 16.517,714. 

Narva  prohibited  Sword- playes.  pa £,75 . 

468. 

Netv-yeeres  gifts,  and  the  obfervation  of 
New-yecres  day,condemnedas  a Pa- 


gan cuftome,  by  Councels,  Fathers, 
and  others,  pig.  20,3 <3,197,1 98,^9, 
4$<M«0,  5 81,583,75  5,7  $<5,7*7,781. 
Spent  in  Stage-playcs  , Mummeries 
and  dances  by  Pagans,  ibidem,  a pub- 
i:ke  fall  enjoyned  on  it  to  bewaiie 
the  abominations  thereon  committed 
by  Pagans,  ibidem . 

Night, not  to  be  fpent  in  Playes,  in  Dan 
cing,  Mafques,  and  fuch  disorders, 
but  in  fleepe,  in  prayer,  in  devotion  ; 
night  diforders  cenfured.  p.  255.360, 
*4 U 6*6 , 74«i  747j  7$*>  7SS>  848, 

849,946,429^ 

Nilu 4 ms  cenfurcofPIayes.p2g.349.33j, 
682. 

Non-re fidcncy  cenfured  by  55.  feverall 
Councels.  p 613.624.  by  fundry  Ca- 
nonical! Decrees  and  Canoniffo.iijrf, 
• Seethe Canonifts  in  their  l'itles,De 
Clcricis  Nonrertdcmibus.&  My  Anti - 
Ammianifmc.Tit.  BiJbo;s  in  the  Table,  to- 
gether with  M.  WbctmbaUhis  Difcourfe 
of  the  Abufes  now  in  queftion  in  the 
Churches  of  Chrift.  p.1.70  182.192, 
20a, 203,106,108. D. Taylor  his  Com- 
mentary upon  Titus  c. 3 .verf,  11.p  726.io 
730.  T>ottor  Willet  on  the  1 Sam  cap.  14 
28  Mafter  Robert  Bolton  of  True  Hap - 
pinejfe.pag.  1 1 1.  Mafler-WiWnm  Attcr- 
foll  on  Philemon . Mafter  Ieremy  Dike 
bis  Caveat  to  ^rchippus  on  Col.  4 1 7, 
London  1619,  of  (ate  : Biihop  Hooper 
on  the  8,  Commandement,  his  firrt: 
Sermon  upon  Ionas.  fol.  12.  Sermon 
3.  fol. 69.70.  Sermon  5 . fol  1 1 i,tI  19, 
Bifhop  Latymcr  Ins  4.  Sermon  of  the 
Plough.  Maft  er  mil  am  Tyndall  in  his 
Workes.  London  1 573  . pag. id.  102, 

* 3 1 36,167, 2.8  9, 3 60,373*  Mailer 
Roger  Hutchinfcnm  his  Image  of  God, 
1550.  Epirtlc  Dedicatory  to  Archbi- 
rtiop  Cramer  A f.  76.  77,  86,87,173, 

1 74  >i7f.  and  his  1.  Sermon  of  the 
Lords  Supper.  i$fi.  Rcformatiole- 
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gum  Ecclefiafticarum  fol. 3 i , cap.  1 z. 
14.1$.  Bernard  Gilpin  his  Sermon  be- 
fore (Ting  Edward  1 5 y i.p,8.ro  26,See 
in  E.’KCchietl  Woodward,  his  Dowayes 
DrofTe,  Epiftle  to  his  revolted  Coun- 
try-men^ ftory  of  Gilpin  againftNon- 
reftdency.  Siaddon  C0ntr.Of0rium.L3. 
f.297.  Thefhipof  Fooles.  p.  58.  59, 
60.  Thomas  Beam  his  Preface  to  hts 
Workes,to  the  Archbifhops  and  Bi- 
fhops  of  England,  & his  Catechifme, 
f. 3 6 1 ♦ Gulieljnus  Pcraldm  Summ a V ir- 
tutum  & Vitioru,  Tom,2.Avaritia.p. 
$'8.5936°.  Vetms  Binsfddm  deluftitia 
5c  Injuftitia  Clericorum  in  Ordine 
ad  Beneficia.c,  3.  in  his  Enchiridion 
Theologian  1609.  pag,  489^0506. 
Summa  Angelica  Clericus  7 • Ambrose 
Serm.7.&  9,  Tom.f  p,  $.  & 6.  G,H, 
Hierom.  Epift.r,c  7.8.  Epift,3.  0,5.  E- 
pift<4.c,i.Epift. 83,0,2. Projpcrde  Vita 
ContempIJ.i.c.i3.to  3 5.  Augud'miu 
dc  Paftoribus,  lib.  T om. 9.  Cb’ryfojlom , 
de  Saccrdotio.Iib.6.Tom,  y , Opernm, 
Greg.  Magma  Paftoraliu.lib.  & Horn, 
47.  in  Evangelia.  Bernard.  Horn.  77. 
Super  Cant.  De  Conllderatiorie.l.  2. 
c.  4.  Declamationes,  & ad  Pa  (lores. 
Sermo.  HildebertMjZyiti.,^.  BibLPa- 
trum,Tom.i  2,  pars  1,  p.  328.  Kinc 
mari  Rhemenfs,  Epiir.  14.  Bibl.Pa- 
trum  Tom  ^..pars  2.p,47.  Petrus  Ble - 
fenfis, Epift.148.  Bibl.  Pattum,  Tom, 
12.  pars  1.  p 814  sAthanajtus  Conflanti- 
onfis , De  Neceffaria  Epifc.Refldentia, 
Epift.8.  Bibl.  Patrum.  Tom.  1 3 . pag. 
4^^0492.  Cyprian  Epift.l.i.  Epift.2. 

3 9.  & l^Epift.i^.BBjflvctfonthe 
Tbefalomans.p  406.407.  with  fun- 
dry  other  Commentators  on  the  8, 
Commandementj  on  Ezech.  34.  z.  to 
18.22,23,0,44.8.  Ier  23,1. to  y.c.3.15, 
e.6,  3 .c,3  i,io  cap. 5 o.(jj7,Zech.  11.4, 

$j%8,if.  Mil  2,6,738 ,Prov,  27- V?-  I 
Iky  40,11.0.54,9,10,1  i,X2,  Pf.78.  I 


Sam, 17,28, 

34,35,  Luk,2.8.  Ioh,io.3.to  14.C,  21. 
1$.  16,1 7,  A-fts  20.18,20,18.  cap,if*3 y, 
3d,  Rom,  lt,7,8,  1 Cor,9.7)9j  11,13, 
I<hi6,i7 *9 ll,  2*j  * 7 * 1 Cor.  12. 
14,1 5 . Phi  1,2 .20,2 1 , 20, 3 a Col,4, 

1 Thef.2. 7^8, 9.C .5.12,  2 Thef.  3,10,1  x. 
1 Tim.3, 1,2,5. 0,4.6, 12,13*14,15*16. 
c.f, 17,18,0,6.17.  2 Tim. i,6, n.  c, 2,1 , 
2,4,14,24,25^.3.16,17.0,4.1,2,5,7, 
1 7 , Titus  1 . y ,9.  c . 2,i . to  the  end,  0.3.1, 
to  12.  Heb,io.  24,25.0.13,7, 17,  1 Pet, 
4.10,11.0.5.1,2,3,  2 Pet.  1.  12,  13,145 
1 y . I ude  3 ,5 . all  which  condemne  N on- 
re  fidency,  and  Non-reUdents,  who  aft 
their  parts  m Hell,  pag.  13.  andpoeto 
Heaven  by  their  Curates^  to  Hell  by 
themfelves.  pag,  88.  For  preaching  and 
feeding  of  tneir  flocks  with  care  & con- 
fciencc  being  a perfomll  duty  impofed 
on  them  by  God  himfelfe,  as  the  very 
eflence  of  their  funftion,  they  can  no 
more  difeharge  it  by  a Subftitute,  then 
themfelves  or  Laymen  cm  receive  the 
Sacrament , pray  , hearc  , read  the 
Word,  or  ferve  God  by  a Deputy,  neg- 
leftingall  thefe  duties  themfelves.  And 
if  cures  may  bee  well  difeharged  bya 
poore  ftjpendiary  Curate,  I fee  no  rea- 
fort  biit  Lay-patrons  (as  fome  Ecdetia- 
flicall  doe)  may  keepe  their  Livings  in 
their  owne  hands  when  they  fall.  To  as 
they  procure  a fufficient  Clergie-man 
to  difeharge  the  cure,  which  they  may 
doe  perchance  with  the  tenth  part  of  the 
profits  : which  fome  Non-refidcnrs 
thinke  too  much  for  a laborious  learned 
Curate  who  takes  all  the  toile,  when 
as  two  or  three  good  Livings  is  not  fuf- 
ficient  for  themfelves , who  take  no 
paines  at* all*  Of  very  little,  .Certaihely 
if  10,  or  20.  or  30.  pounds  iyeere  be  a 
fufficient  ftipend  for  an  able  p.unefull 
Subftitute,  (perchance  a man  of  more 
worth,  more  {earning,  and  of  a greater 

charge  - 
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charge  then  his  Mafter  Non-refident)  it 
muft  needs  be  a more  then  fufficient  com- 
petency for  the  negligent  Encubent,who 
tranfcends  not  his  Curate,  cither  in  fun- 
ftion,  or  defert,  but  onely  in  (loath,  in 
pride,and  idlenefte.  I ihall  therefore  de- 
fire all  fuch  Non-refidents  & Pluralifts 
who  feed  their  flockes  by  Subfticutes,  to 
confider  the  words  of  Guli.Vcraldut  Sum- 
tm  Vivtutu  ac  V'ltiorujom.i  .Tit.Avantia  f 
J9«6o,(a  moft  excelletdifcourfe  again!! 
Pluralifts,)  where  thus  he  writes*  Contra 
l Hot  verb  qui  credunt  fe  poffc  habere  plura 
talia  beneficia,  quia  vicarios  ponunt. 
Prim©  dicimus,  quod  eadem  rationc 
Laicus  unus,  immo  etiam  mulier  poffet 
habere  dece  beneficia  ecclefiaftica:  poffet 
enim  ponere  vicarios.  Prseterea, ridicu- 
lum  eft  matrimonium  contrahere  fpe 
ponendi  vicarium  5 & qui  hoc  facit,  vi- 
detur  incidiffe  in  Ulam  malcdi&ionem* 
Deutronomij  18.  Vxorem  habebit  & 
alius  dormiet  cum  ea.  Tertio,  qurrimus 
de  Vi«;arioeo,ucrum  fit  Paftor  velmer- 
cenarius  ? Si  mercenanus  eft,latro  eff, 
ficut  pnus  oftenfum  eft,  Qium  ergo  di- 
cit  aliquis.  Bene  poffum  habere  hoc  be- 
nefidum,  quia  punam  ibi  vicarium,  pr- 
ne  idem  eft  ac  fi  dicat  > Bene  poffum.  il- 
lud  habere,  quia  ponam  ibi  Latronem, 
qui  furetur,  & mactet,  & perdat  ; Ioan- 
nis  10  Si  vero  Paftor  eft,  quae  ratio  eft 
ut  tu  habeas  duas  Ecdefias,  ipfe  vero 
nullam  ? Nunquid  dicet  tibi  Ioannes, 
id  eft  eratiaDei,  vei  in  quo  eft  gratia 
Dei;  'iSlon  licet  tibi  habere  uxorem  fra  - 
Kris  tui  ? Quarto  quaerimus  a tali,utrum 
vicarius  ille  fit  minus  bonus,  vel  aeque 
bonus,vel  melior  quam  ipfe  ? Si  minus 
bonus,  tunc  naturalis  ratio  di&at,quod 
non  eft  recipients  pro  eo.  Operarius  n. 
in  vineam  aiicu)uscondudus,non  poteft 
vicarium  minus  bonum  ponere*  Si  vero 
seque  bonus  eft  vel  meiior,quse  caufa  eft, 
quod  ifte  habeat  duo  beneficia,  & ille 




nullum  ? Quinto , quod  ipfe  deberet 
attendere  quid  accident  de  primo  vica- 
rio  Synagogue*  Sic  emm  legitur 
Exodi.  32*  Moyfes  relmquens  popu- 
lum,  fatis  parvam  moram  fadurus 
cum  Domino , dimifit  vicarium  fatis 
bcnum  Aaron,  & tamen  in  reditu  po- 
pulum  quem  reliquerat  fidelem,  infi- 
delem  & idololatram  invenit*  Prrte- 
rea  dixit  Apoftolus,  quod  fi  quis  non 
laborat,  non  manducet,  Quo  jure  igi- 
tur  pafcitur  aliquis  de  bencficio  lilo 
ubi  ipfe  non  laborat  ? Ordinavit  Deus, 
ut  qui  feminat  fpiritualia,  metat  carna- 
lia*  Quaratione  ergo  pauper  vicarius 
fpiritualia  feminabit , & alius  carnalia 
metet  ? Et  qutim  Dominus  dkat  5 Quos 
Deusconjunxit  homo  non  feparet : quo 
jure  denarius  ille  quem  fubditus^  offer  t 
vicariopauperi  fibi  fpiritualia  fermnanti , 
accipietur  a patrono  male  vivente  ? Et 
fi  quo  ad  forum  contenfiofum  jus  ibi  vi- 
deatur  habere : tamen  quoad  judicium 
fact*  Scripturr  ipfe  raptor  eft',  ufur- 
pans  fibi  alterum  eorum  quae  a Deo 
conjun&a  funt  fine  reliquo  5 id  ellmer- 
cedem  fine  labore : immo  etiam  homi- 
cida  reputatur , & refpeftu  mercenarij 
quem  defraudat,  & rcfpe&u  pauperuni 
frbditorum  quorum  fudorem  comedit, 
De  primo  legitur*  Ecclefiaft.  $ 3,  Qut 
effundit  fanguinem,  & qui  fraudem  fa- 
cit mercenario,fratres  funt.  De  fecun- 
do  legitur  ibidem*  Qui  aufert  in  fudo- 
re  panem  quafi  qui  occidit  proximum 
fuum.  Vltimo  diccmus,  quod  iili  qui 
vicarium  ponunt,  quifolacupiditate  lu- 
cri  ferviunt,  & non  amore  Dei,  talem  a- 
morem  faciunt  matri  fuse  ecclefiae  qua- 
Iem  amorem  aliquis  faceret  matri  fur 
carnali,  fi  pedem  verum  ei  auferret,  & 
loco  ejus  pedem  ligneum  fubftitueret. 
Pes  ligneus  non  vivit  neque  corpori  ad- 
haeret.  Sic  vicarius  qui  charitatem  non 
habet  non  eft  membrum  vivum  vita  fpi- 
Q^qqqq  % rituali, 
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mualijfiec  adhatrct  corpori  ecclcliae. 
Solan. chantate  vivit  quis,  & adhae- 
ret  cxteris  membris  Ecciefiae.  See 
much  more  to  this  purpofe  in  that 
pithy  Difcourfe. 

, many  of  them  notorious 
Whores, and  Bawdes  j who  have  clad 
themfelves  in  mans  apparell,  (home 
their  haire,  and  entred  into  religion 
in  Monaftaries  as  Monkes,  to  latiate 
thefe  their  holy  Votaries  lufts.pag* 
184,18^201,202,403,104,879^80, 
881,  883*  iee  william  Wragbtan  his 
Hunting  of  the  Romilh  Fox*  hi.  24. 
and  John  ba  t his  Acts  of  Englilh  Vo- 
taries, Cambdetu  Rritta.  G ecejlcr-fmre, 
Barely  Caflle . Then*  haire  inaven 
off  when  they  enter  into  Orders, 
pag,  201. 101,203,104.  Yet  Joannti 
dc  WanJ^el,  Clementinarum  Conftit, 
T it.  de  Statu  MonachorumjF,^,  pro- 
pounds this  queftion.  An  moniales 
poftint  nutrire  comam,aut  debeant 
fibicrines  prgelcindere  ? & Hoftienfis 
Sum.  lib*i.  Tit,de  Tempore  ordina- 
tionis,  &c.  concludes ; Quod  mulie- 
ribus  ordines  non  funt  conferendi, 
quia  nec  tonfurari  debent,  nec  mulic- 
ris  coma  amputanda  eft:  quoting  Gr<i- 
tian  Diflinft,  30.  to  warrant  it.  See 
Summa  Angelica. Fxmina.  fed.i.  & 
Sum,  Rofella.Faernina.i.  accordingly. 

Softer  7^CYihbYoo\e  his  Treatife  againft, 
and  cenfure  of  Dancing  > Dicing, 
Stage-pl ayes, and  Adors.  p,483.6p8. 
fa*, 1111227. 

O 

Qatbes  of  the  Gentiles,  or  by  Pagan-I- 
dols unlawfulL  pag.  11.12,81.  to  89, 
fol.ffi, 

Qb'yettions  in  defence  of  Stage-playes,  of 
ading,penning*and  beholding  them, 
aufwered.  pag,  34,  to  42,  96*  toio5. 


124  to  127.71c  to  828.913*10973. 
in  defence  of  lafcivious  mixcDancing, 
anfwercd.p,2V2.to  157, 

Okfcenity  and  fcurrilify  condemned  j 
which  abound  in  Stage-playes,  p. 
to 72.  i6o.ro  i(>8#i<;i,1(J4,X(5^81# 
58  ^423^9I4-to93o.y93,594. 

Occajims  of  fmne  to  be  efehued.  pag.423* 
424^91 1* 

Ocbin  his  Tragedie  of  Free-will. p.834. 

Odo  Parifienjis  , his  Decretals  againft 
Clergie -me ns  Dicing  and  refort  to 
Playes.  pag.634.6  3 3. 

Officially  characterized,  f.  537*  Scepfa- 
cmtij  Speculum M’ft.lib.19.  cap.i  28. 

Ofilius  Hilarus  the  Piaycr>his  death,  fol. 
f*3- 

Glaus  Magnas  his  cenfure  of  Players,  le- 
tters Playes,  lafcivious  Pictures,  and 
fuch  who  favour  Players*  p.  739.740, 
74*- 

Olympiodortu  his  cenfure  of  Playes  and 
Play-haunting.  fol, 524. 

Operius  Danas  his  wanton  Bookes  cen» 
fured.p-92  2. 

opmetm  his  verdid  of  Stage-playes.pag* 
4 8n 

Qraiorie  not  helped  or  acquired  by  ading 
Playes.  p.93  i.to  938, 

Organs  by  whom  brought  firft  into 
Churches,  p.  160.  28  3,283,28 6,187, 
See  William  Wragbtm  his  Hunting  of 
the  Romifh  Fex,  and  his  Anfwerto 
the  Refcuer.  fol*  1 1.39,  123,  I2tf* 

Origenh is  cenfure  of  Altars  and  Images, 
p,896.  897.  of  Stage-playes,  A dors, 
and  Play-haunters,  fol.  328*  m*  330. 

^70. 

Orofnts  his  doome  of  Stage -play  es.p.47  6. 
fol*j6o.p,68r. 

Ortyges  his  effeminacy  and  death,  pag 
881.883* 

Oforiui  his  cenfure  of  wanton  Bookes 
and  Poems,  p 91  <5.  m* 

Ovid  his  exile  for  his  amorous  Bookes* 

P3§- 
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Pag«3^9«92i.  Sec  Thomas  Beacon  his 
Booke  of  Matrimony*  pars  4 ♦ fol  662, 
his  cenfure  of  Playes,  Play-houfes, 
Play-poets,and  the  refortcrs  to  them 5 
andofr  wanton  Dancing,  Songs  and 
Mufickc.p,  249^i7i>  288,369,370, 
452,453,454,921.  his  defer lption  of 
Pagan  Fcaftivals.  p.x$3.753>754’ 

Oxford  > the  Vnivcrlities  Edict  againft 

Stagc-playes,p.490-4*i>941>94** 

P 

Tigans,  the  original l inventors  and  fre- 
quenters of  Stagc-playes.  pag*.  i6t  to 
40*731,  732.  See  Stage-playes : their 
cuitomes  and  ceremonies  tobeavoy- 

d ed.lbrdem.  & p.236. 545, 546j55*j 
555>56i>S75>  578jSSo* ^0588.  650, 
651,651,658,  730.  to 734*743*  *° 
781  .Sparfim.  No  paternes  for  Chri- 
ftians,  who  muft  excell  them,p.96*to 
loo.  11  uto  218.  730,10734.  Some 
inventions  of  theirs  lawfull,  others 
nor.tp.i  8,  to  29.  Their  vertucs coun- 
terfeit, and  fhining  finnes*  pag.  96*10 
loo.  fpent  their  Feaftivais  and  hono- 
red their  Idols  with  Playes  and  Dan- 
ces. See  Dances  Jeaftivals and  Idols, Mx- 
ny,yea  al  the  belt  of  them  condemned 
Stage-playes,and  made  Players  infa- 
mous* See  T layers  and  Stage-play  ts. 

Paganifmeymen  prone  unto  it  .pag.  27 .28# 

Rich.  VanpoUtanm  his  cenfure  of  Playes 
and  Play-haunters*  p 69 o. 

Pap'tfi*  much  addi&ed  to  Playes,  many 
©four  Players  being  fuch.p.  ix.  142, 
560*  to  568.  Sparfim.  762.  to  766. 
A&  the  pa  (lion  and  ftory  of  our  Sa- 
viour, the  Legends  of  their  Saints, 
&c,both  on  the  Stage  and  inChur- 
chesjwhich  many  of  them  condemne: 
many  of  their  Priefts  Players,  p,  108. 
to  119,5  8o*to  668* Spar fmt.7  6x.to  766* 
9*9;999ji°Q°.See  Topes  >Mo?ilpi,NQns. 


» 

Parents  ought  not  to  traine  up  or  encou- 
rage their  children  to  a& ,to  dancc,or 
behold  Stage- playes  : Sec  jstlingand 
Dancing,  & pag,  3 3 5 , 3 3 6,  3 3 9,  3 40, 
342>  343>356>  363,364,306,367^ 
369,370, 373,  374>  3915 39^  437* 
439>441j44  ,447>  *0491.  Sparfim , 
574.999  to  1005. 

S.  Paul  his  Conftitutions  againil  Piayes 
and  Players.  p*550, 551,652.  would, 
not  have  a lodging  in  Rome  neere  the 
Pliy-houfe,and  why.  fol*  545*  ^ee 
HRabanus  Maw  us * Comment,  in  Epi ft, 
TauU.lib.i6,  Opcrum , Torn.*) -pag.  53 7* 
D,  Thomas  fValdcnfis.  Tom, 3.  Tit.  19.  Z>e 
Religioforum  Domibus.cap.  I49«  /jl.268* 
Hierorn;.  Comment,  in  Philemon* 
Tom,6*pag.2i6*  E.  Jacobus  Tamelius 
Commenr.in  Epift.Pauli  ad  Philem, 
apud  HRabanum  Maurum.  Operum* 
Tom.5.  p.  166.  G*  and  moft  ancient 
many  moderne  Proteftant.and  Popiih 
Authors  on  the  EpifUe  to  Philemon, 
accordingly. 

Pauls  Church  in  London  originally  con- 
fecrated  to  Diana,  p*  38* 

Peace  becomes  Chrittians  who  mull  bee 
peaceable*p.73*7  4,1 20* 

Pericles  his  grave  faying.  P.9XI. 

Tetrarchahis  cenfure  of  Playes  and  Dan- 

Ping-P- 137.238, 355>356>3f7. 

Pbiltpides  the  Comedian  his  fudden 
death*  fol,  5 5 3^ 

Pbi'ip  Auguflus,  his  difiike  and  cenfure  of 
Playes  and  Players, p,47M84,7i  5. 

Philip  of  Maccdonflzine  at  a Play*,  f.  554, 
cenfurcd  for  asking  and  dancing,  pag. 
857. 

Tkilo Judauiihis-prxyCc.p.  554,668* his 
cenfure  of  Stage-playes,  Dancing, 
mens  putting  on  of  womens  ap- 
parcil,and  wearing  Periwigs,or  long 
effeminate  frizled  haire.  pTi68, 1,86, 
209,111.12,2,307,  308,  554j637.m. 
668. 669*of  Images  in  Churches.pag. 

O.'m'H  3 8?> 
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895.n1.  of  the  Vizards  andHiftories 
of  Pagan-Idols,  pag.  79.  89,  901,  of 
luxurious  Feafts.  p.5  54.754*75  5.h«s 
opinion  how  the  Sabboch  (hould  be 
fandified.  p.5  54.111. 

T':ttures  amorous  and  lafcivious,  provo- 
cations unto  luft  and  lewdnefle,  con- 
demned* pag.  94.  36  7,  $87,586,740, 

74M*9*$?8>865>866. 

Piladcs  the  Player  whipped.  p,46o. 

Plagues  occasioned  by  Stage-playes.  fol. 
559.566,561.  All  the  Roman  Aftors 
confumed  by  a plague.  Ibidem,  The 
Romanes  uled  Playes  to  afivvage  the 
ptftilence  that  was  in  Rome.  Ibidem. 
& p.  18.28,19. 

Plato  his  cenfure  of  lafcivious  Songs  and 
Muficke*  Play-poets > Players  , and 
Playes.p.2^4,z8  8,5^8,448,703,91 8, 

859,480, 

Tlautus  his  mifery,  f.  5 5 3 . 

Tlay-booltfs : See  Bootes, 

Players,  infamous,  both  among  Chrifti- 
ans  and  Pagans,  excommunicated  the 
Church , debarred  from  the  Sacra- 
ments, uncapable  of  Orders,  of  gi- 
ving teltimony*  of  bearing  any  pub- 
like office,  of  inheriting  lands : dif- 
franchifed  their  tribes  , rogues  by 
Statute,and  fubjed  to  the  whipping- 
poft.p.46.m.i  3 5 «i34*i$7ji40>i9$* 
341,362*4*9*4?  5,456,460,468,481, 

48*5495^496’  fol,527. 528, 5 60,561 
567,571.10587.617*618,626,637, 
649,652,654,691,699,  735.  to  74 1. 
843*  to  870.904,905,910,998, 999. 
Renounced  their  profeflion  before 
they  could  be  admitted  into  the  Pri- 
mitive Church  Jbidcttu  Many  of  them 
Papifts  and  moft  defperate  wicked 
wretches. p.100. 1 i5_,i  3i.to  143*3  88, 
7*8,907,908,  909,998.  Thegiving 
of  money  to  them,  a grand  fin,  yea  a 
facrificing  unto  Devils,  pag.  46.324, 
3*6,  472, 688, 739, 904, 905, 


906.  Their  gaines,  theft,  and  ought 
to  bee  reftored.  Ibidem.  Profefled  a- 
gents  and  inffruments  of  the  Devill, 
the  pefts  of  the  Common-weale,  the 
corrupters  and  deftroyersof  youth.p. 
91.472,1  3 3.to  143.3 30.ro  3 5 5.447. 
to  501  .Sparfim.  84  r.co  911  .Sparfim.9%  o. 
to  986,  00 2, 100;,  1 004. Hypocrites: 
See  that  Title.  Can  hardly  be  faved 
without  repentance  and  giving  over 
their  ungodly  trade  ibidem . & p.  45. 
46.  fol.  521.  to  547.  565,566,  567* 
841.ro  9 u. 

Play-haunters , the  world  and  lewdeft  per- 
fons,for  the  moft  pare.p.  100.104,143. 
10155.388,389,415,  416,451,476, 
5°5,5M, 71 J, 71 1 9*7*0,730,797 
788,798, &c,$ee  Whores  : excommu- 
nicated in  the  Primitive  Church.pag„ 
39*«  *9h  527,  5:8.  Vnfit  to  heare 
Gods  Word,  or  to  receive  the  Sacra- 
ment, p.392.  to  396. 399,400,  401, 
425,426,430,431,432X511.10  550, 
988,9^9.  Their  mindesand  manners 
corrupted,  by  Playes,  and  themfelves 
made  guilty  of  many  fins.  Ibid.  See  p. 
302.  to  368.910,91 1,912,913,943. 
to  97  5-^u^Scm^ts  God  upon  Play- 
haunters.  f,  5 5 5.  to  563,850,85 14 

Play-batoning  unlawful  i.  p.71.  to  f.  83 1. 
911,911,913.  Obje&ions  in  defence 
of  it  anfwered.p.943.to  960. 

Tlay-houfes  ftiled  by  the  Fathers*  and  o- 
thers,the  Devils  temples,  chappels, 
fynagogues  5 the  chaire  of  pefti- 
lence,  the  dens  of  lewdnelle  and  fil- 
thineffe  ; the  fchooles  of 'bawdery 
and  undeaneffe  3 the  Stewes  of 
fhameand  modefty  5 the  (hops  of  Sa- 
tan : the  plagues,  the  poyfons  of 
mensfoulesj  a BabilonilhBrothell, 
&c.  p.10.11,49, 50,52, 67,68,69,101, 

102, T44,145, 163,172, ?29,3^°>^7 
3 4i,  *49,369,370,  374>  3 86,  389, 
390,  418,431,  440,44^  446*47*> 

4745 


The  Table.,. 


474,488, 489,580.^513^60.  Publike 
Scewes  and  common  Receptacles  of 
whores  informer  times  and  now  to,  p* 
144.14^,580,3 89,390,3  31,3 3 
349,  to  169 ♦ 370  339G4>9*to448« 
*24,4*2,453,  498,662,  1005*  See 
H'hercs  & Staves.  Alw ayes  ful  of  devils, 
who  claime  them  as  their  owne,  p*  1 1. 
51,51,14  3-4°4, 4$  *>48  l- ^*10.523, 
524,556^.766.  Not  to  be  tolerated, 
and  why*  pag.  5 69  570,404,415,416, 
422,  4*7;  4*8,  4$I,  447 ♦ to50I» 
Sparfim.  100**1  00  5.1 004* 

V lay-perns  recited,  not  afted  in  former 
times*  p,8$4,83f, 

play*  peetSjC  x a m pie  s of  Gods  Iudgemcnts 
on  chechiefcft  of  them.fol.552.553- 
Their  profeftion  and  the  penning  of 
Playes,  for  Play-houfesatnlawfull  p* 
448*  83  x.  to  84  3 * the  Objections  jn 
defence  otthem  anfwered.  \\  91  3..  to 
943*  Examples  of  divers  Play-poets 
• who  -have  repented  , bewayied 
with  much  griefc  ajid  tnany  teaves  j 
their  penning  of  Playes,  and  written 
againft  it  too.pag.  1 3 8. 3 60 ,4  3 6,43 7, 

4 3 8,440,486.  r'ol.  542*545;0^5^8, 

8 37,84059*0,917, 9i8*9i^ 

PWafures : See  worldly * 

THiity  his  censure  of  Playes  and  Actors. 

p.450.45 1*462,463,703;  ,r 

■Plutarch  his  cenfure  of  Playes,  Players, 
and  Play-poets.p.3  M .<*49,703* 

Poe  try,  lawful  1 and  comiftcndable.  p.8*i. 
to  g 3 o.  Obfeenc  Poets,  Poems/moft 
pernicious  and  unl&wfuU.prj  8 5 48  3 5 . 
to  843,91 3.^0930.  See  Bootes 
Poets , banifhed  by  Plato,  p.  449  9*8.  the 
chiefe  fom enters  ofPaganifmc.  p.78. 
80*  The -great  »ft  Pandcrs*p.- 3 85.915, 
916,919  *-0925*  ‘i  , 

PolicarpuS'h is  cenftircibf  Mardtn^t  9 4^ 
Polydor  Virgil  his  cenfure  ot  effeminate 
wanton  Church-muficke*  p. 183. 384, 
©£  Dancing,  Stage- playes,  and  Mum- 


mers ,p.2  x6*i  1 7 ,4  94,692 . 

Pompa , what  it  figmfieth.p.5 65. 5^6. 

Pom  pcs  of  the  Devil!  which  we  renounce 
in  baptilme,are  Stagc-playes  and  Dan- 
cing. See  Baptifme , Dancing)  Devill . 

Poore  prejudiced  by  Stage-playcs.pag.454 
3 1 1,3 is ,471,  472, 481, 718*  ought 
not  to  wander  abroad.  Ibidem • 

Pope  Boniface  the  8.  his  Secular  Enter- 
ludes.p.760  763.  Pope  Clement  the  *. 
his  cenfure  of  Playes,  Players,  Dan- 
ces ,&c.  See  Owens  Komanus . Pap*  C/c- 
*»c«*the  5,  his  prohibition  of  Nons 
to  behold  Playes  or  Dances. pag.<>54* 
Tope  Eugtrms  his  Decree  agamft  En- 
ter! udes  & Playes  on  the  Lords  Day* 
P913,  FopCEufcbius  his  Decretall  a- 
gamft  Clergymens  refort  to  Playes, 
#0^.652*653  4 Pope  Gregory  thefirft 
his  cenfure  of  Playes . and  Players,  p, 
C 83. 846,againft  Bifliops  reading  of 
Pagan  Authors*p.78.9 15,91 6,turned 
Pagan  ¥ e ft!  val s 1 nto  Cnriftian  .p.  7 5 9 
7 ho. Tope  innocent  the  1 ,his  Cenfure  of 
Playes*  p. 6 5 5 . 6 5 6 . See  luo  Carnotcnfii 
Decret.  pars  6,^349,  & pars  ii.c$78. 
Pope  Innocent  the  3,  his  cenfure  of 
Playes.  p*684,68f.  Pope  font 
mousStrumpctjWhocut  her  haire  and 
clothed  her  ielfe  irt  mans  apparelh  p. 
1 85  879*  Pope  Lee  the  1.  his  cenfure 
of  Playes,  f 533.  p.  682.  Pope  Leo  the 
10.  reputed  the-Hiftory  of  Chrift  a 

• me  ere  fable,  p.  117.  pope  Nicholas  the 
5, his  Secular  Playes. f.  559.  p*7^34 
PopePiusthe  i.  See  ^Eneas  Sylvius. 
Pope  Pius  the  fift , his  Decretall  a- 
gainft  C(ergie-mens  Dancing,  Di- 
cing,or  reforting  to  Playes,  #c.  pag. 
6f.  4.  Sextus  his  Decretals  againft 

• afting  and  jefting  Cfcrgie-men,  Pope 

Sixtus  i he  fourth,  erefted  a male  and 
female  tewes,  out  of  which  hee  and 
h:s  S i'  ft  y s referved  an  annual  Rc- 
y'<v'  e 6, 

Popes , 
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Pop  if})  Tricjk,  Prelates , Monlies,  &c. 
great  Sodomites,  Adulteres, Epicures, 
&c,p.2i  $.214, iff, 44^456, 879, 880 
83 1 . The  chiefe  fautors  and  bringers 
inot  Stage-playes,  Chriftmas  difor- 
ders,  and  Pagan  cuftomes  into  the 
Church,  yea  oft-times  ACtors  and 
Spectators  of  Stage-playes.  p.  108.  to 
U9.  ?8o«to  666 \0767 
9 ^9»Popilh  Saints  what  they  are,and 
how  honoured.p.it6,i  17,118. 

Ptrpherya  Player, his  ftrange  converfion. 
p*i  18.119, 

Procejfms,  their  reafon  and  abufes.  pag. 

11  $116. 

Prodigality  a great  finne  occafioned  by 
Playes.  p.  157,3 10.  to  327.471*472, 
708,709)710,41 6,429,481,$!  2,8  *7, 

1004, 

Tropcrtiics  his  cenfure  of  Playes  & Play- 
houfes.p.4$$. 

Proffer  sfqmunicut  his  cenfure  of  Playes, 
p, 549.68  2. his  opinion  for  plaine  and 
profitable  preachmg.p.9$7.938, 

Trudemiu*  his  cenfure  of  Playes.  p,68o. 
7X0.  fol.$6j, 

Vfalmcs  ought  to  bee  fung  at  Chriftian 
Feafts,  not  filthy  fongs.  pag.  48.264, 
ff4)5ff)766.to7So!64z.m, 

Vtolomic  cenfured  for  dancing,  playing, 
and  aCting.  p.710. 

Tuel  de  Vieu,  her  mannifh  practice  and 
execution. p.  185.284,28$. 

Puritans  ; condemners  of  Stage-playes 
and  other  corruptions  {tiled  fo.p.3.4, 
<,*67,568,  569,  797.  to  828. 100$. 
The  very  belt  and  holieft  Chriftians 
called  fo,  even  for  their  grace  and 
goodnefle.  Ibidem . & fol.$42.Chrift. 
his  Prophets,  Apoftles,  the  Fathers, 
and  Primitive  Chriftians,Puritans  as 
men  now  judge.  p,797.to  8 28.  hated, 
and  condemned  onely  for  their  grace 
yea  holineffe  of  life.  Ibidem . accufed 
of  hypocrifie  and  fedition,  and  why 


fo.  pag.  816. to  828. 

Puritan  , an  honourable  nickname  of 
chrilhanity  and  grace  p.827, 

JL 

Quarrels  & tumults  occafioned  by  Stage - 
playes.p  $i6.$I7,$i8. 

Quiroga  his  Index  Expurgatorius  expun- 
ging a paffage  of  Ledovicm  Vivet  a- 
gainft  Popiih  Enterludes.p.i  1 y„ 

Quintilian  his  cenfure  of  Playes,&c.  pag. 
7°5  706,966  m,  of  the  ill  education 
of  youth.  Ibidem , of  Seneca,  p.  842.  a- 
gainft  childrens  or  mens  aCting  of 
Playes  to  make  them  Orators.p.933, 

TL 

HRabantuMaurus  his  cenfure  of  Players, 
Playes,  Dancing,  New-yeercs gifts. 
Health-drinking,  and  a&ing  in  wo- 
mens apparell.  p.198. fol,yr4.  p.$62. 
^83,756,780.  m.  his  judgement  of 
the  beginning  and  fanCtifying  of  the 
Lords  Day. p.*4$,m. 

D.T{a'molds  his  Overthrow  and  cenfure 
of  Stage-playes  both  popular  and  aca- 
demical! j of  Dancing,  and  mens 
aCting  in  womens  apparelLp.198.199, 
zi7)3°9>$20,3$8, 487)698, 887.  of 
Images  in  Churches,  pag.  900. 903. 
Vindicated  againft  a late  Oppofer, 
p.671  .to  680. 

Kart  things  moft  admircd.p.74  2.743. 

Kaylmg  and^  Satyrs , etyeciaily  againft 
goodnefle, and  good  men,  frequent  in 
Stagc-playes.p.  1 2 o.to  1 27, 814,815, 
condemned . ibidem- 

Raymundi  Summula  its  prayfc  of  the 
Scripture,  pag,  9 27.  againft  giving  to 
Players,  p.87?. 

Reading : See  Bootes  and  Scriptures  t Some 
things  lawfull  to  be  read,  and  yei  un“ 
lawfull  to  be  penned  or  aCted.  f 9Z% ♦ 
t0  93 1 • 

RgCrtattm, 
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Recreations  y when,  why,  and  how  to  bee 
ufed  what  circumftanccs  requi- 
fite  to  make  them  lawfull , p.  945 , to 
948*  See  Matter  Bolton  his  generall 
Directions  for  our  walking  with 
God.  0,154  to  18 1.  Great  variety  of 
honeft  Recreations  belides  Scage- 
phyes.p.40.41 7.965.  to  970* 
^petition  of  Sermons  commended, com- 
manded by  Scriptures  and  Fathers  p, 
43  2,800,80 1 . Sec  Chryfoft  ,Hom.  20, 
in  Epbcf,J.Tom,4.Coi.ioio,C,  Sint 
prices  vobis  communes  ; unuf* 
quifqj  eat  ad  ecclefiam,&  eorum  qua: 
illic  dicuntur  Sc  leguntur,  &maricus 
ab  vxore  partem  domi  exigat,  & ilia 
araarito.  Si  fanCtum  quemquam-in- 
veneris  qui  poflit  domui  veftrse  bene- 
diccre,  & pedum  ingreffu  valeat  uni- 
verfam  inferre  Dei  bencdiCtioncm, 
eum  voca : Thus  he.Scc  1 Cor. 14. 3 5 . 
Domi  inquit,  a fuis  maritis  difeant. 
Hoc  autem  & illas  ornatas  reddit,  & 
viros  attcntiorcs  facit,ut  qui  dcbcant, 
qua:  in  Ecclefia  audiverunt,  uxoribus 
ea  interrogantibus  recitare,  ac  veluti 
apud  eas  deponere.  Thcoptylaft.  Enar. 
in  1 C0M4,  jMg.427.  See  Primajiusm 
I Cor.l 4.  andmoft  moderne  Protc- 
ftant  Commentators,  accordingly. 
Rtprehentim  of  finnes  and  vices,  how, 
when,  where,  and  by  whom  to  bee 
made, p,  124.  to  127*  not  to  be  done 
by  Players,  ibidem . 

Zipublif(4,nn\ch  prejudiced  by  Playes  and 
ACtors, whica  ought  not  to  be  tolera- 
ted in  itp.45.445.to  501 997* to  ioo£. 
Kejlitution , to  bee  made  by  Players  and 
Gamefters. p.46.906. 

Romanes,  anciently  condemned,  Tup. 
preffed  Playes  and  Theaters  , and 
made  Players  infamous,  p.  45  6. 7 1 4j 
843,844,73^998, 999« 

7{pme  Chriftian,  the  fame  with  Pagan, 
P-757-to  765. Its  bcaftines.p.11 5.767* 


7{ofciui  the  Aftor  his  skill,  p.  932,  TuHf 
his  cenfure  of  his  a&ing.p*848.f*525« 

Rufcians  much  given  to  Dancing,  p*  6m, 
603. 

S 

Sabbath:  See  Lords  Day:  examples  of 
Gods  vengeance  upon  the  propha- 
ners  of  it.  f.  5 56.55  7. 

Sabine  ffrpns  ravifticd  at  a Play*  pag»3o. 
4f*>4f3- 

Saluft , his  cenfure  of  Playes  and  Dan- 
cing.p. 14^,704, 

Salvian  his  cenfure  of  Stage  playes  : Epi- 
ftle  to  the  Reader,  p«5i.  52,103,313, 
323.526, 527.p* 

68z. 

Samians  taxed  for  their  effeminacy  and 
long  compt  luire.p.  883. 

John  Saresberit  againft  lafcivious  Mu- 
ficke,  Playes,  Players,  and  Dice-play, 
p 281,28  2,318, 350,^1,684. 

Saturnalia , when  and  how  celebrated,  p. 
7%\  .to  7 66.  the  ground  and  ptternc 
of  diforderly  Chrittmaffes.  Ibidem . 

Scipio  /tfrkanui,  his  cenfure  of  Dancing, 
p.  245*14 6. 

Scipio NaJJka,  his  cenfure,  his  fuppreflion 
of  Playes  and  Theaters*  p,4j8,4 75, 

561,714* 

Scriptures  againft  Dancing,  p.228.  Pagan 
cuftomes,and  names  of  Pagan-Idols. 
p.18.19,  77*  Stage-playes.p,  545.  to 
551.723,724.  againft  effeminacy,  a- 
dultcry, fornication,  idlenefle,  prodi- 
gality,dr  unkenneffe,mcns  long  haire, 
womens  curling  and  cutting  their 
haire,  mens  ading  in  womens  appa- 
rel!, lafcivious  attire,  faihions,  appa- 
rcll  : lying,  hypocrilie,  vanity,  &c* 
See  ihefe  I'itles  : Ought  diligently 
to  bee  read , as  well  of  Laymen  as 
Clergie-men.  Epift.Ded«2,f.52i.  pag. 
585.58(1,91 3*10940.591. 760,77a. 
To  be  read  at  meales  at  Bifliops  and 
Minifters  T ables.  p.  59 1. 65  3,  769, 
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772-377  5-  Mot  to  be  abufed  or  ufed  in 
Stage-playe$,lcfh, Libels,  &c,  f.405. 

р. na.tond  929.  f.fS1-7<>h764>76i- 
Their  excellency  and  all-fufficiency,  I 
p 927. 92,8, 

5^//io»^occahoned  by  Stage  playes.  pag. 

1 j<S.fol.5 16.517,$!  8.  Chrift,his  Pro- 
phets, Apoftles,  and  Chriftians  in  all 
ages  accufed  of  it,thoughmoft  unjuft- 
ly.p.8 11. to  818.  Sec  y.^.2,c.5 . x.H  4 

с. !5-»  H.f  c.7.1.  & i.Pbil.  Mary  c.6. 

B addon  Contr,0(orium4l.zd',z\z4  where 
vyc  fhai  finds  WitcHffc,Lutbsr  the  an- 
cient Engiifh  Proteftants,  whom  they 
nicknamed  Lollards , accufed  of  Sediti- 
on. Occafioned  for  want  of  preach- 
ing, not  by  preaching.  £,531. 

Sempronia  taxed  for  her  dancing  p.145. 

Sempronm  Soph  us  divorced  his  wife  for 
reforrmg  to  Playes  without  his  leave, 
p. 

Seneca  inscenfure  of  $tage-playes.p,|68, 
d^>93449>4V7, 4841  703.  of  dancing, 
lafcmous  fongs  and  muficke,  of  mens 
cornpt  long  friz  led  haire.  p,248.249. 
of  mens  putting  on  womens  apparell, 
p.199. of  night  di  for  ders.  p.746,  74 7. 
m. of  the  anciecSaturna:lia4p.7f  5.75  3. 
of  making  Gods  Image,  p.895.  rrt. 

Sermons  twice  euery  Lordf-day  and  fo- 
iemne  Holi-day  enjoyned  by  BB.H 00- 
per}Martyn  Bueer,  a Popish  Councell, 
f. ??  I- p/2'9  &‘by  5,&  6.  £.6.  c.1.3, 
I.E/i^.c.a.  z cap.  3.  1 fac,  c.  4. 
Which  joynt  divine  Service -and  Ser- 
mons together  on  Stmdayes-&  Holi- 
dayes,  becaufe  on  fuch  dayes  one  of 
them  ihould  be  as  frequent  as  the  o- 
ther,&  men  ought  to  heare  them  both 
alike. See f.ft.i.c.f  .Ought  to  be  plain, 
edifying, not  fraughtwithPeets,Hifto- 
ries,flafhes  ofwit,&c.but  with  Scrip- 
ture profe  andphrdfes.  p.93^.to  939. 
God-  fathers  enjoyned  by  otir  Church  / 
to  call,  upon  their  God-children  to  1 


heare  Sermons,  fol.530. 

Shaving  of  Pricfts  crowncs  and  beards 
in  ulc  with  Papifts,an  Heatheiulh  cu- 
ftome.p.i3.i4.Shaving and  polling  of 
Nonnes,cenfured.p.i02,to  105* 

Socrates  traduced  in  Playes.  pag*  1 1 1.  his 
cenfure  ot  Playes. p.  450. 

Sodoms  Theaters  and  punilhmcnt,f.f6i. 

Sodmk  occafioned  by  afting  in  womens 
apparell  , by  wearing  long  compt 
harre  and  Love-lockes.  p.208.  to  214. 
882,884, 885, 1001,  1025.  Players, 
Play^poets  guilty  of  it.  pag.  1 2 5,  2 1 1 . 
Popes  , Popiili  Prelates  , Priefts  , 
Monkes  adduced  to  it.  pag,  213. 
44Si44(5j88i, 767,  io0a,  1005.  Sec 
Balam  Cent,  Script.  Brit,  pa g.tf  65 . Ma- 
ny Nations,  and  mans  nature  prone 
unto  it.  pag.2o3.t02l4.  1001, 1005. 
An  execraale  firm;,  (hied  .abomina- 
tion in  Scripture.  p.2:8  .1 : 2,Capitall 
by  ourEngliih  Lawes .p.214. 

Sodomites  ufuaily  clad  their  Ganymedes 
in  womens  apparell,  caufed  them  to 
nourifh,to  frizle  their  haire,  to  weare 
Periwigs  and  Love-Iockes  pag.io3.  to 
2 14.  & 8 81, to  890, 

Solon  his  cenfure  of  Stage-playes,  p.449, 
484,516,838,839, 

Songs  lafcivions  and  nbaldrous  frequent 
in  Stage-playes,  condemned.  p 261  to 
274  41  1 3,410,  415j5»8,  572> 

5783  579>588>6o6>6io,  <5ir,  S13, 

771,774,  532.  S zzVintntiy  Speculum. 
Hiftor.  lib , 29.  cap.  144.  & Ag*ippa  T)c 
Vanitate  Scient.  cap.  64. 

Sophocles  the  Tragedian  his  death,  f.ff  3 . 

Spc5laclcs  of  Chnftians,what,Epift,Ded. 
2*  pag.  245.  to  249*97 1 *to  97  5. 

Speeches  of  Chriftians  ought  to  be  graci- 
ous and  profitable. fol.  521.528,529, 
63, 1 28. 924. 

Spels  unlawful!.  pag.^Tv  5"®  ?• 

Stage-playes:  condemned  by  Scripture,  p. 
54  5 .to  551.713.^0727.  By  the  whole 
Church 
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Church  of  God  both  under  the  Law 
iUid  Gofpelhp.551.to  570.  By  55.ee- 
cumcnicall , Nationali , Provinciall 
Synodes,CounceIs,  the  Apoftles  Ca- 
nons., fundry  Imperiall,  Canonicall 
Conftitutions  p,570,to  668.  By  71* 
Fahers  & ancient  Chriftian  Writers 
from  our  Saviours  Nativity,  till  An. 
ixoo  p.668.to  688,329.  to  $$4.  391, 
10434.472^0  47 8, (.5 x*,  to  528,  By 
above  lfo.moderne  Chriftian  Writers 
from  An.1200.  to  1632.  p.688,to 
702, pag,68. 69,  355,10  366,434.10 
445,48  5 .to  488, By  40.Heathen  Au- 
thors.p.702,to  713.365^0  361,447, 
to  467.  By  divers  Pagan  & Chriftian 
Nations  ,Republikes,  Emperors,  Ma- 
giftrates, Kings, &c.  both  ancient  and 
moderne.  p.45  5,  to  47:,  71 3.  to7l8. 

& 1 37, i 38.847,10  862, By  our  ownc 
Engiiih  Statutes  , Princes , Magi-* 
ft  rates,  Vnivcrfities,' Writers,  Divines, 
p ,68.69,3  57.t0434.485  ,to  499,  698, 
699,700,7!  5,716,919,10  923.  Pro- 
ved unlawful  in  fundry  refpeds.Firft, 
of  their  inventors  which  wereDevils, 
Pagans.p,9.t048  96,  See  Devils,  Pa- 
gans, Secondly, of  the  ends  for  which 
they  were  inveted,  to  wit,the  folemnc 
worihip  & honor  of  Devil-Idols,  on 
whofe  Feftivals  they  were  aded,or  o- 
ther  unlawfull  ends,p.  28,to  54.  See 
Devils,  Thirdly, of  their  fubjed  mat- 
ter,which  is,fixft,amorous,obfcenc,p, 
62,to  7».3  »7«  to  480.  & 9 1 4.  to  914. 
Secondly, tragicall  ,tyrannicall.  p.72, 
to  75.Thirdly,Heatheni(h,prophane. 
p.75.to  106.17  6,i  77.Fourthly,falfe, 
fabulous. p.106  to  i09.Fiftly,facrile- 
gious,  impious, blafphemous,  abuling 
the  Scripture, Scour  Saviours  Paflion. 
p.lo8,to  125.763,  to  767.  929,  999> 
1 000 .See  Chriji  Sixtly,  Satyricall,  in- 
vedive,efpecially  againft  religion  and 
religious  men,  p.  iio.to  127  Jof.542. 


543,8.4,  815,  Hence  the  beleevuig 
Icwes  andChriftians.  Hebr.  10,  33.  (& 

1 Cor.4,9.)  are  faid  £s*Tf/^o/!xero/ , to 
be  made  a Vlay,a  Spectacle,  or  gating  Jlocf(S, 
tljrougb  reproaches  and  ajfltfticns,  or  to  bee 
brought  on  a publike  Stage  Sc  there  de- 
rided, perfonated  jtraduced,  as  Chryfofltm , 
^mbrofc,?r'tma(ju6)  Haymo.Anf time , Rcmigi- 
U4,&.  moft  other  interpret  it:  becaufe  no- 
thing was  more  ufuall  in  the  idolatrous 
Gentiles  Stage-playcs*then  to  perfonate 
jeare,&  (Under  Chriftians(as  now  they 
doe  Puritan$)on  the  Stage;, See  pag,8i4»' 
8i5.Seventhly,vaine,unprofitable,bring® 
ing  no  glory  to  God,  nor  good  to  men. 
p,  3 8,4  3 ,44, 1 27.  to  1 3 a,Fourthly,in  re- 
gard of  their  Adors,  Spectators,  which 
arc  commonly  lewde  & wicked  perfons* 
p.  1 3 2. to  1 5 5J.547.to  5 50. See  Players, 
Play-haunters.Whores,F iftly,  in  regard 
of  their  manner  of  ading  and  rhofe  cir- 
cumftanceswhichattend  itras  firft,hypo- 
crifie  & diflimiiI£ion.p,i 56.ro  161,876, 
877.  Secondly,  lafcivioufneffe.p,i6i,to 
176.  Thirdly,cffeminacy,p.i67,to  173. 
f.546.p.877.Foiu:thly,vanity,ridiculous 
folly.p.i73.toi75.877J878.FiftIy,lewde 
Diabolicall  finfull  parts  and  paflages.  p, 
75-to  106.175.t0  178,890,904,  Sixtly, 
mens  ading  in  womens  apparelU  p.178, 
to  2 1 6,87 9, to  894.  Seventhly,  gawdy, 
lafcivious , fantaftique  apparell,  vizards , 
difguifes.pag.216.  to  220.  890,  €0904, 
Eightly,  effeminate  lafcivious  mixt  dan- 
cing,p.220  to26i.See  Dancing. Ninthly, 
amorous  fcurrilous  Songs  and  Poems  p. 
261. to  i73.See  Songs  Tenthly, effeminate 
luft-pf ovoki ng  M uiickc ,p.  273  to  290.  Sc  c 
Muficltf , Eleventhly,  profufc  lafcivious 
laughter  and  applaufes.p.290  to  3 oi,$ee 
Laughter,  Jl pplaufcs.  Sixtly,  in  refped  of 
thofe  mifehievous  fruits  that  ifTue  from 
them: as firft,mifpencc of time.p,302  to 
3 io,39,455i°0--  See  Time,  Secondly, 
prodigality  and  vainc expence. p,  39,45* 
1 Rrrrrr  2 * 302, 
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}°a,to  JU,  ioo*.Sec  ProdjgalA/, Thirdly, 
the  inflamjcion  and  irritation  of  mens 
lults.p.  3 17, to  446.  iooo.iooj.Fourth- 
Iy3much  contemplative  8c  aduall  adulte- 
ry,whoredome,uncleincs.p.  3 a8.to  44  6. 
1002,100 3. Sec  Aduittrjyi'borci.F  ittly,  a 
generall  depravation  of  theAdors,  the 
Spectators  nhndeSjiiunnerSjand  the  Re- 
publics hurt.p.42.13  2,140, 447 ,to  501, 
7$*)  7 i 5>  740,  7 84,79 U 79<>-  Sixtly, 
floath  and  idlcneffe.  p.501,  to  508,709, 
710,1001,1003,100$.  Seventhly,luxu- 
ry,druakenncfle,and  excefle.  p.  508, to 
512.  Eightly,  impudency  and  fhame- 
lefncfle,even  in finfull  things,  f.  5 1 2.  to 
fi6.  Ninthly,  collnage,  fraude,  theft, 
t.515.516.  Tenthly, cruelty,fiercenefle, 
quarrels ,feditions,murthers.  fol.5  iS.to 
510.  Eleventhly  , unprofitable,  vaine, 
levvde difeourfes.  £.520.$  21,  Twelfely, 
indifpofition  to  all  holy  duties  j avoca- 
tion from  Gods  lervicc : prophanation 
of  Lordf-dayes  and  rc%ious  Fcftivals  : 
contempt  of  Gods  Ordinances,  Word. 
Minifters  j and  the  making  of  all  Gods 
Ordinances  incffcduall  to  mens  loules. 
1*791* o 4°4-40754o8,4ji>4$  a.  f.  5 21, 
to  541.988,939,1004.  Thirtecnchly,an 
emnityagainft,8c  difefteeme  of  grace,  of 
virtue, and  all  religious  men,  f 5 42. 545 . 
p.lio.to  117. p.814.8 1 5.  Fourtcenthly, 
inamoring  men  with  fin,  vanity,  and  in- 
difpofmgthem  to  repentance,  £544.5  45. 
Fifceenthlv,  effeminacy  in  words, appa- 
rcll,haire,a*ftions.  p.i67.to  212.  f.  54$. 
547*p./08, 740,  Sixteentbly,  acquain- 
tance with  lewde  companions,  p.  1 3 1.  to 
1 55. f547.ro  550,  Scventeenthly,  Athe- 
ifme,Paganifme  Sc  greffe  Idolatry.p.7  5. 
to  10tf.fol.550.5j1,  Eighteenthly, the 
breach  of  all  the  10,  Commandemcnrs. 
ff$l*52a*  Ninteenthly,  the  drawing 
down  of  Gods  heavy  Iudgements  both 
upon  their  Penners,  Adors,  Spectators, 
wichthofe  Republics  and  Cities  which 


fuffer  them.  p 484. 48  5.  fir.  f. 552.  to  565. 
TweQtiechly,eternaidamnarion  of  mens 
foulcs  without  fincere  repentance,  p. 4 5, 
46j61  .476  1,565, 566. 567. & p.910. bee 
Players. Authorities  againft  them.p  305” 
to  7 2 1. Sj arjim  .Objections  in  defence  of 
them  anlwered,p.7 1 * -to  830.  The  pen- 
ning,ading,  beholding  of  them  prooved 
unlawfull.p.  831,10  914.  Objedions  in 
defence  of  the  pcnning,admg,  feeing  of 
them,anfwered,pag.9i3.  to  989.  Stage- 
playes,  the  very  pompes  of  the  Devill 
which  we  renounce  in  baptifme.Sec  Bap~ 
tifmeJ'Devill}Pompu.  Stiicd  by  the  Fathers 
and  others.  The  fcmiEarics  of  vice,  of 
lcwdnefiej  the  ledures  of  bawdery,  the 
plagues,the  poyfon  of  mens  foules , and 
mindes : the  grand  empoyfoners  of  all 
grace,  all  goodnes,the  fpedicles  8c  food 
of  Devils, 8cc.  ^2.10,46, 47,50,  67,  69, 
$i9*to  5 90. Sparer.  5 66  SeePlay-hou- 
fes  : unfufierable  evils  in  any  Chriilian 
Church  or  State,!  .3  3 o.to  5 o j .SpaFjlm.Sc 
5 45,10780* Devils  8c  Devill-Idols  de- 
lighted with  them, honored  by  them.Sce 
Dancing , Devils, ldo 's:Fesiria!i  I ncor rigi bk 
mifchicfcs.  p.38 .1041.  The  Devill  'the 
onely  gainer  by  them.  p,44.  to  47.  More 
obfecne  of  latter  then  any  in  former 
times,  pag, 38.39, 70, 132, 458.  Rare- 
ly aded  heretofore,  pag.  741.  743, 
768.  Academicall  Stage-playes  cenfu- 
red,pag.7,8,  490,  49r>  700, 70 1,  841, 
to  867.  Spar  Jim.  992 .999. 

Stai.iu  hiscenfurc  of  Achilla  wearing 
of  Womens  apparell.p.i  99. 

Statute  againif  Players , Playes,  and 
Dice-play.  Epift,  Ded.i.  pag,  109,495 
496>497j7i*>7i6. 

Stephanie  the  Plaver  whipped.  p,459. 
Stew ereded  by  Heliogabalui.p^fy.  Suf- 
fred  inPaganRome  of  old.p  767,Erc- 
ded  in  Antichriftian  Rome  by  Pope 
Sixtut  the  4.  and  continued  by  fcis 
Succefiors,who  make  a great  revenue 

of 
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of  them.p,2i  5 <44^J446.Pby-hoiifes, 
Stcvvcsin  former  times,ifnot  now  to, 
P-  144- I4f,  M833S9>^9,390.446, 
99 1 .^ee  lujlin:Autent. Collet  fJTit.Ji.fa6. 

Strabu  the  Geographer  a Cappadocian 
borne  j his  divilion  of  Cappado- 
cia, pag,<578, 

Straton  King  of  the  Sydonians,  cenfured 
for  his  dancing, &c,  p.250, 8 57- 

Majier  Stubs  his  ccnfure  of  Dancing,  Di- 
cing,May-poles,Wakes,Stagc-playes, 
Epift.  Dedx.pag. 227. 3 58,4 3^,436, 
698, 626. m.  793,794, 795*796. 

Guli.  Studpus  his  cenfure  of  Dancing, 
Health-drinking  and  Stage-playes 
pag*99<>- 

Stvord-playcs  condemned  , prohibited , 
fuoprefled  by  Fathers,Emperours,and 
otncrs.pag. 74.75, 3 47, 3 67,368,548, 
68*34*73468,519. 

Sybarites  their  effeminacy  and  effeminate 
Pages  who  did  weare  long  haire  and 
Lovc-lockes, cenfured . p.  88 3 . 109.n1. 

SyUa  his  expence  upon  A&ors,  pag,  3 is. 

840. 

T 

Tables,  and  no  Altars  in  the  Primitive 
Churck  p*  396, 400,408.  See  Altars 
and  Hooper. 

C , Tacitus  his  ccnfure  of  Playes,  of  Play- 
ers, of  Hero  and  others  who  either 
2&ed  or  frequented  Playes  . pag.  368. 
4513465370538493^0  853.858,859. 

Tamerlan  his  lewd-neffe.  p.3  87. 

Tapers  on  Attars  and  in  Churches,  deri- 
ved from  the  Paeans : cenfured.  p.22, 
*M<5,758. 

Tatianas  his  cenfure  of  Playes  and  Play- 
ers, p.  3 34*669. 

Tecla  cenfured  for  cutting  her  haire,  and 
wearing  mans  apparell.  p.879. 

Terence  his  death,  f,  5 5 3.  his  Comedies 
cenfured,  prohibited  to  bee  read  in 
Schooles,  p.916.917. 

Ttrpntlnans,  much  accuftomed  to  laugh- 
ter*&c*tMOo* 


TertuUian  his  cenfure  of,&  Bookc  againft 
Stage-playes . pag,  49 , 1^2,  16  3,330* 
331,471- fol.5xa.5x?3547»5573t 69, 
97z>97 3*  againft  atting  in  womens 
apparel!,  p.187.888.  againft  Images, 
V izards  and  Stage-difguifes.  p.  3 6.  m. 
60 ,89.01.160.897.01.901, his  cenfure 
of  face-painting,  lafcivious  apparcll> 
falfe  haire  , wearing  of  Lawrell 
crownes , Bonefircs,  and  difordcrly 
Feftivals  pag,20. 1 60.111.217.5  8 i.m« 

745«na,768.769,77o.m, 

Thales  prefled  to  death  at  a Play. f. 5 57. 
Theatre , not  alwayes  taken  for  a Play- 
houfe,  but  fometimes  for  a place  of 
publikc  meeting  where  Orations 
were  made,  and  Malefa&ors  execu- 
ted. pag.724.  to  727.  Theaters  over- 
turned by  tempefts*  £558.559, 

Theft , occasioned  and  caught  by  Stagc- 
playcs  and  Dicing.  Epift,  Ded.  1 . fol. 
558.55  9-M°njr  got  by  Dice-  play, un- 
lawful l game*, <$r  ailing  Stage-piayes, 

1 theft, p.  3x5,326,905,906, 

Thcmijlocles  his  law  againft  Magiftrates 
refort  to  Playes.  p.456,457. 
rfrwde^eshisipuniftiment  for  inferting 
Scripture  into  his  Playes.  p.  1 10,  foi. 
SU. 

Theodora  cenfured  ipr  putting  on  mans 
apparell.p,  20 1 ,8  7 9 , 

Theodoret  his  ccnfure  of  Playes  and  Play- 
ers.fol.550, 

Theoloricus  his  cenfure  of  Playes  and 
P 1 ay  e r s ,p.  47  o , 4 7 1 ,fol.  5 1 7 . 5 1 8. 
Theodojius  his  inhib  tion  of  lafcivious 
Songs,  of  Stage-phyes  and  Aftors. 
p.  263.164,422,423,424,468,715. 
7bcopbilatt  his  ccnfure  of  Playes  , and 
dancing,  pag.  224.223,684.  Sec  his 
Enar.in  Att.17.  p,8o4. 

Tbcophilus  Antiochene  his  cenfure  of 
Plaves  and  Players,  p.$  3 4.55735  5 8, 

669, 

Tbtopompus  his  divine  punifhmeiu.p.iio. . 

R r r r r r 3 Tibcr'm 
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Tiberius  / ittituus  a ftory  of  hini.p.  11,11. 

Tiberius  banilhed  Players,  and  fupprefled 
Playcs,  p.i  it  137,460.  f.j  x O.fi?.  p. 
7o8.  his'lcwJncfle.p.j  87. 

Tibullus,  not  to  be  read,  pag- 45  $.454, 
91^917- 

Time  fhrot,pretious,  and  to  bee  redee- 
med. p,48. 111.301. $0$, 3 10.346.  con- 
fumed  , mifpenc  on  Playes  and  va- 
mties.pag.301.to  310.  837.903,946, 
95l-to946.9n.9  5*>9?$,9*7i958« 
t.  530.  vacant  times  and  houres  how 
to  be  fpent.  p.951.  to  9 56. 

Tefiatgs  his  cenfurc  of  Playes,  and  Play- 
ers. ^.690.846,847, 

Tragedies  and  bloody  Spe&acles/renfured 
p.72  to76.f.5i6.to  520. 

Trd)an  his  cenfure  and  fuppreflion  of 
Playes  and  Players,  p 462.463,714. 
his  abridgement  of  the  number  of 
Holi-dayes.f.539, 

Trebonim  'flu  firms  banned  Playes  from 
Vienna,  p.458.  * 

Tully  his  cenfure  of  Dancing'and  Stage- 
playes.  p.M6.*47>M8>449570$«  his 
contefting  with  Rofcw.p,932.his  cen- 
fure of  him.  p.  848, 

Tumblers  centered  .pag.2J. 

Targes, punifh  adultery  withdeath,p,382. 
may  juft fy  cenfurc  Chriftians  for 
their  excefle.  p.  747.748.  condemne 
idlcneffc  as  a mortall  finne.  p.  506. 

V 

Vdlens  his  Edid  againft  Players  and 
Playes,  p.  468,84}. 

Valentinian  his  Edfd  againft  Sword- 
p!ayes,Stage-playes,&  Stage-players, 
p ,468. 843^844, 

Valerian  his  cenfure  of  amorous  Muficke, 
Songs,Playes.  pag.269. 170^76,683 . 

Va’eriHt  Maxima*  his  cenfure  of  Playes, 

p.450.704.732. 

Vale  fins  a ftory  of  him.pag.i  r. 

Vhmty  and vai nothings  to  beavoyded  of 
Chriftians.  p.xaS.x  :9;*73,I74.  fo  1, 


544-  545-  Stage-playes  vanity  , and 
vaine  delights,  ibidem  & p.  5 % 1 27. 
toxa».  17  3.  to  178. 

V Win  the  Patroncflc  of  Stage-playes.  p. 
168,  386,  her  effeminate  Pnefts  m 
womens  attire  and  longha  re.  p.104. 
104,107,885.  her  facrinces.  Ibidctn. 

Vermins  Turmut  his  death,  pag .920. 

Vcrtue  of  Heathens,  no  vertue,  nopac- 
ternefor  Chriftians.  pag.  96.  to  100. 
God  onely  can  teach  it,  not  Playes  ot 
Players. p.96. to  103. 1 39. 

Vefiatl  Virgins  how  punifhed  for  form- 
catiomp.382.did  cut  their  haireand 
confecrate  it  to  Lucma , from  whence 
the  polling  of  Popiih  Non nes  is  de- 
rived. pag.202. 

Veftments  of  the  Gentiles  prohibited* 
pag.  22. 

Vices , aded  in , and  taught  by  Stage- 
playes^pag.  100,  to  106.305.  to  568. 
God  only  can  teach  men  to  hate  vice, 
not  Stage-playes.p.139.140. 

Vigils  why  appomted.p.642*  See  OratiaM 
75 . abolifhed.p,754.m.578. 

V'mcentiws  Beluacenfis  cenfure  of  Playes, 
and  Dancing. £.637*688,471, 47i. 

ViteUiut  taxed  for  favouring  Players. pag, 
856,  his  law  againft  Knights  ading 
on  a Stage,  pag  .862. 

Lod.ViveSjhis  cenfure  of  Players,Playes, 
and  Popifh  Enterludes.  p.103  jn.114. 
115,134^1.691, 

Vnivcrfities  their  cenfure  of  commonEn- 
terludes.  p.490.491, 94 1,942.01. 

Vclaterams  nas  cenfure  of  Playes  .p.730 

Vortiger  his  vices,  pag.i  3 3,1 3 5. 

Vulgar , delighted  with  Playcs.fol.540. 

V?za  his  death,  pag.943  94 4* 

W 

Wa\es,  derived  from  the  ancient  Vigils. 
p,i36.75  pr»,  their  hurt.fol.51 6»  See 
M, Stubs  his  Anatomy .pag.T  1 2.1 1 3 . 

traldcnfes, their  cenfure  of  Dancing,  Di- 
cing, and  Stage-playes.  p.228.  to  133. 

636. 
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636.  See  Lydif  Walden  fa.  7ww.2.p.  3 5 8. 
& Andreas  Trifiws  dc  Rcpublica  cmedanda. 
l.i.cap,z$.f,go,  Of  Church- m'ufickc, 
Altars,and  Organs,  p 18  5, m. 

Thomas  Waldcnfts  cenfurc  of  Stage-pHycs 
as  the  Devils  pompes  pag.  565.690* 
Twins  Wan  his  cenfure  of  Playes,  and 
Dancing,p,6  9 1 . 2 5 y ,m  ♦ 

Whipping- poJl3  Play  er » ad  j udgcd  to  it.pag, 

413,459,460,847,848,849. 

Whoredoms  occalioned  by  Stage- playes.p. 

328  .to  446.  Sec  sldulttry. 

Whores  harbored,  proftituted  in  Play- 
houfes.  p 14  4.1 4 5, 3 49, 3 5 8,3  8 9->$  9°, 
391,836.  Vfiull  reporters  to  Playes 
to  Phy-houfcs,  whether  few  wo- 
men but  knowne  or  iufpefted  Har- 
lots,and  Adultereflesreiort.  pag.144. 
145,  146,349*  36i,  362, 363,370, 
371  a 3 8 9>19°>  3 9 » ,41 9* to  442.  4 3 8> 

43  3 ,662,  3 5 5,3  s 6,3^9,944dol.y  1 4. 

P 8f6.99i,994>i°°*- 
Wkfyijfehis  cenfure  of  giving  money  to 
Players,  p,  324.689. 

Women# kill  in  dancing  no  good  figne  of 
their  honefty,ought  not  to  ieaine,nor 
tr-aine  up  their  children  to  dance,  pag. 
*20, 229.ro  161.  See  Dancing.  Ought 
not  to  Friile  or  cut  their  haire , to 
we  are  falfc'haire,  to  put  onmensap- 
parell,to paint  their  faces, or  to  weare 
garifh  lafeivious  attyre,  p*jJ5  9.  l7.9f.to 
22 1.258X514,879.10  190.  See  flaire, 
u4ppmll>and  Face- fanning,  Sc-Guticlmus 
Ter aldns-  Summa  V irUitum  .■&  Vniorm, 
Tom.z.  ftltyto  1I8 sTit.Sufcrbia.'&  fol. 

J 6. ton  .Tit.LuXma : Ought  to  nurfe 
their  owne  children,  p.  705.  70 6.  m. 
See  Reformatio  LcgumEcclefiaflica- 
rnm.T ir.  De  Matrimomo.  c.i  3 . f.2  2, 
P.  Taylors  Commentary  upon  Titus.  ; 
p.  382.384.  Thomas  Tcacon. his  Cate- 
chifme,  f.  5 17.5 1 8,  ought  to  beekee- 
pers at  home,not  gadders  abroad,  p. 
434*43  f >9?  WP°"Sht  not  to  re- 


fort to  Playes  to  Piay-houfes,  which 
cither  fincie  or  quickly  make  them 
Whores,  p,  340.  341,  349,3*6,360, 
362,370,  389.ro  393.  419?  434-  to 
446*45  3)662,45:7,458,991, 993-  Se* 
Whores, The  Devils  Sword  and  Inftru*. 
ment  efpecially  when  they  dance,pag. 
228.229,230,258. 

Women- A {tors , notorious  whores,  p.i  62, 
2l4,2l5,iooi,ioo3.Vnlawfull.ii?id. 
Hence  Iuftmian.  Autenticorum  Col- 
lu,5.Tit,4.  f.46.  enabled  this  Law  : 
Sccnicas  non  folum  fi  fidejuflorcs 
preftent,  fed  etiam  fi  juf-jurandum 
dent  quod  obfervabunt  &mpiam  com« 
j lcbu7lt  operationem , & quod  nunquam 
ah  impia  ilia  & turpi  operations  ccffabunt, 
poflcnt  finepcnculo  difeedere.  Ettale 
juf-jurandum  a fcenica  praeftitum,  & 
fidejujftbrk  datio  non  tenebit.  And 
goodreafon:  for  S ,Tanl  prohibites 
women  to  fpeake  publikely  in  the 
Church.  1 Ol*.  14.34.  I Tim.2,12, 
And  dare  then  any  Chriflian  women 
be  fo  more  then  whorifhly  impudent, 
as  to  aft, to  fpeake  publikely  on  a 
Stage*  (perchance  in  mans  apparell, 
and  cut  haire,  here  proved  finfull  and 
abominable)  m theprefence  of  fundry 
men  and  women  ? TXij  takmterrk  aver~ 
titc  p'ftcm.O  let  fuchprertdents  of  im- 
pudency,of  impiety  be  never  heard  of 
or  fuffred  among  Chriftians^ 

Words  idle  and  unprofitable  condemned. 
pig.128. 

War  ld,the:Fz(hions  and  citftomes  of  it  not 
to  be  followed.p.i  8 to  28  5 7, 58. this 
world  no  place  of  carnall  mirth  and 
joliity.p.293,294  907,908. 

?fTfiWd/)jpleafares  dangerous,  and  to  bee 

avoided.. pig.907-9  66, 9<>7  >968,969, 

970.foL5.51. 

X 

Xenophon  his  ftory  of  the  Perfian  Schoal- 
mafter,  of  the.  Syracufian  and  his. 

dancing 


•V/ 


The  Tahiti. 


dancing  Trull,  p*M9*3$I>3 W.yif. 

*1*. 

r 

Taw/h  how  to  bee  educated  ; to  bee  kept 
from  a&ing,  reading  and  beholding 
IHaycs.  p.  $66.  $67,4.98  See 
B solves  'Parents. 

Tvit  Garlands  not  to  be  vvorne  cf  Chri- 
Hiansjdrelling  of  houfes  with  it  pro- 
hibired.p.n.58  i,7j6,m. 

Z 

Zeno  V crmienps  his  cenfure  of  Playes  and 
Dancing,  p.  670, 


Fr.  ZepbjrM,  hi*  cenfure  of  Playes,  and 
wanton  Poets.  0,694. 

Thi.ZtrHldi\\is  ccnuirc  of  Playes.  p.^6. 
Thcod  Zuinger  his  cenfure  of  Playes  and 

Adors,  pag.694. 

The  names  of  many  other  Authors 
quoted  in  this  Treatife  againft  Stage- 
playes, Dancing,&c.  I have  omitted  in 
this  Table  for  brevity  fake,  a Catalogue 
of  whofe  names  and  Workes  you  may 
findc  p.$  ix. to  566.969,668.  to  7 13.84-, 
to  860.  882. 10890. 

FINIS. 


errata. 

^^ourteous  Reader,  bejtdet  the  Printers  mtfiakes  collelfed  in  the  beginning  of  the  Eooke,! JhaU  defire 
thee  to  correft  thefe  Errataes  following. 

Inthc  Pages.p.  17.1.15^.39.1.3  5.8c  p.65.1. 29-for  Major, t.JlUnor.p.zp.l.i^.Sc  p.^.l.a.f.  ad- 
ver(.&  Contr.ad  Autolichyxn\.p.6pA.^.HriJJliniHs.p.yyA-6.detnonincaU.S£  1.  30.  names  of  Idols,  p. 
9 1 AS, righteous. p.n  $A.28,reafijns.p.i^o.\.l^.finner(.p.i  5 1. W6.it  u. p.189.  1. 16.  Sc  lib. 3.  p.i?t  . 
I t I.  judges. p. 20 1 .1. 1 2. words. 1.226-1. 1 i-Dub.l  3.8c  l.i  i-xAiapheus.p.z^o.  l.io.  f.Strabo,  Straton. 
p-27?.I.2.f.TurvyT<JW«.p.a8l .l.io.ingemifcit.p.z?  i d.19.  & 2 *,6. 1.22 .-Antonmm.  p.3  1 5.  l.i  2. 
-PJfyerj.p, 357.1. 29. ^igrippa.p. 378. \.y.Jtri^etSc  l-Z^.Twelfely.p.^ooA.y  .evidence. Sclt2o-thf.p.^o8. 
1-34 •*/ ^•p.445.1.2o.f.thrce,/'oMre.p.447.l.i.f.5.r.t>.p.440.1.i9.M«^atf^.p.45i.l.i7.il>.  Soloni- 
nm.  p.489.1.24.  his  Rcfutfflon  of  the  ; fol.5  30.L24.6e  fol.  5 46. 1. 25.f.Epift.£/>«>.fol.  5 59.1.25 . f, 
nr (i fi ft. Sc  8d. 4.formighe,n»f/,. p.549.1. 2. Hifpalenfis.p.551.  I.21  .finfuU.  p.620. 1.24.  f.  Dances, 
Plajes.p,62$,l.  1 5 . t/4«tt. p.  644. 1. 29. <he».p. 643.1.2^.29 1 .1  3>rCan.  i.f.  2.1.6.  r.p.  *77-p.  666.1. 31 
Eccle(ia.p.^tf8.1.  i4.r.7i.p.6^9.1.55.f.\<rorke,svorrA:&  I.32.  ^intichrijlo.  p.671.  l.i  2.  & in  other 
pIaccs>f.Zozomcn.«So£om<f/,.p.672d.3  2. indigni.p. 67  3d. 16. Fldcitu. p.678. 1. 11.12. p.679. 1.7. f. Glo- 
wer & Gloccfter-flure30.v/or</  dr  O xford- flair  c.p. 69 1. 1. 24. f.Hiftriuj^du/afio. p.695. 1. 17.  f.  210. 
r.2  3o.p.707.1.9.K<>/U.a9.T/e/.&  1. 37. writes  thus.p.709.1. io.peryf.p.723.1.1 1 .f.this.Aw. p.733. 1. 
9.detetbe.p.y^j.l.i7.lnfidels.p.Sii.\.i2.[.nc,me.p.2i  i9.  1.29-f.qui,  tyud.  p.827.  l.io.  f.  Protcftants, 
Laicl^s.p.%^  5*1*3  3*deleAy.p. $40.1. 37. r.</a/«£tt<  vitijs.p.84i.l.a2.r.faltandoprxbendu.p.843.1.i5. 
f-aut,r. 4^.845.1. 2. A'omo:8(:  l.io.tertiam.p. SqSA-p.SyUa.p.S  $j.l.2.p»pin<u.p.8$8.1.22.Cocciud.  p. 
$6lA.12.caurum.p.%6'yA.9.ChriJlians.p.22.Thedtcrs,&.  l.zj.Stnge-playes.p.^yo.l.l^.Rufinue.p.iio 
1. 1 5.GM»rf4.p.88i.l.i.meretricularu.p.884.1.<j.f.Afcanius,A,«r?»4»»K.p.887.1.a8.5d  907d.29.ZMu4- 
cfn/»;.p.885.1.9.£4C0jr/f«#.p.9O9.1.35.f.Laftly,F»/r/7.D.9i5d.2  3./i^.3.c.(J.p.934.1.33.f.thatJ4//.p. 
93  5d.27.f.cftunation,c/tf»f4r*»».p.94o.l.2./;4ue.p.942.1. 1 i.findc.  p.950.1. 6. f.his,rA«r.  p.  957.  J. 
z+.vulneri.p.y obvioHs:Si  1 7. thcm.p. 996. 1. 1 i.nwxf .p.997.1. 26.  facilu. p.998. I.37.  certd* 
minibus,  p.999.1. 1 st.fabuU. 

In  thcmargent.p.4.1.2.f.adverf.r.4i.p.  i3.1.29.T.Hift.l.  i.p.25.1.  io.r.^«»V/.p.74.1. 3 i.f.Contr 
r.4^.p.75d.5.&  other  places,r.So£ome«.p. 514.1. 45.4^ Demonicu.p. no.l.  1 8. injuria. p.  126.1.3^. 
4/t<mr. p^  29. l.i  3. PantomimS.p.i  53d.  3?.Vnus.p.  15  6. l.i  4.m»£r4v».r.p.i  5 8d.  49. mimum.p.  17 1. 
I.41 .4^.p.  179.1. 2 3.C4».p.  38.T«m.p.  189.1. 38.A0m1ntt.p- 2ood.  2.  r.sg.p.  2 1 2.1. 34./46«/4w.p.  a 1 5. 
I.35.&  5 52.1. 25. ^ilvartu.p.zipA.lo.verfantHr. p.233. 1.3S. Phryx.p.^X0.1.26.r.C  41  .p. 3 24.1. 1 4 
&32<?.I.2  5.f.Rofclla)^»(jf/*c4.p.3  58.1.io.K4rro.p.374d.39.mtt4fr4.p.457d.2  3.f.adJ4.p.459.1.2 
w4urfh»*f. p.472.1. 37.TAf4fr4  p.480.1. 5. & pag.448.fol.  5 1 6.1. 1 .Cypridn.f. 5 jo.b.  1. 40. contemner e. 
1.42.jur4r.f. 5 58. 1.12.  Suetonij Inline,  fed. 39.  orpitted.  (.$^A.^i.(owrites.p.^^A.i6-ihJ}>dlen- 
fis.p.^6i.\.iJ.Nomfcan.p.6\^A.^yprecipimus.p.6i$A.  29.Vincentim-p.6i6A.  3 3.  Eurens.  p.708. 
1.  i2.vn»o«rf.p.7 1 5.1.22.r.lib.4.Tit.7.p.720.1.itf.r.p.20.p.755.1.4i  .dugunjs.  p.jpi.l.i^.irdfce.- 
ru.p.iz'iA.zp.teneritudmem.p^lzA.  16. jungcre.l. 3 4.Librarie.p. 8 3 4.1. 2 5. £417^.836. 1.6.  f-Ar- 
tic.r.^l^.p.84i.l.37.Stage-playes.p.844d.4i.42.dcbct  proptcr.p. 845 .l.i 3.1.481^.848.1. 3 i.flc 

851. 1. ^.Sdbellicm. p.849.1. 30. nimiru. p.852.1. 15. l6.drtes  Gdudcntu.  p.8 5 3 .1. ^.Zonarm.  p.858. 

1. 1.  Ret  it  A.  ip.Suide.p.26p.\.^.cu7n  fubeunt.  p.879.1.  n.crucius.p.i8^A.s.vebu.p.8p4A.ii.f.ni,tn. 
p.900.1. 4. Enar. in Pfald. 44.1^.902.903^.902,1. 39.r*7?.  p-?3 yl+i.r.tmnes.  p.964. l.tf.rifc- 
r‘i')r.p.^7id.3.Tom.2.p.99o,1.3^./ffM/4^,  , 


- 


180.  PRYNNE  (WILLIAM)  HlSTRIO-MASTIX,  The  PLAYERS 
SCOURGE,  or  ACTORS  TRAGEDIE,  Divided  into  Two  parts.  Wherein  it  is 

largely  evidenced that  popular  Stage-playes  (the  very  Pompes 

of  the  Divell  which  we  renounce  in  Baptisme,  if  we  beleevethe  Fathers) 
are  sinfull,  heathenish,  lewde,  ungodly  Spectacles,  and  most  pernicious 
Corruptions;  condemned  in  all  ages,  as  intolerable  Mischiefes  to  Churches, 
to  Republickes,  to  the  manners,  mindes,  and  soules  of  men.  And  that 
the  Profession  of  Play-poets,  of  Stage  players;  together  with  the  penning, 
acting  and  frequentling  of  Stage-playes,  are  unlawfull,  infamous  and 
misbeseeming  Christians.  All  pretences  to  the  contrary  are  here  like- 
wise fully  answered;  and  the  unlawfulness  of  acting,  of  beholding  Acade-  I 
micall  Enterludes,  briefly  discussed ; besides  sundry  other  particulars  I 
concerning  Dancing,  Dicing,  Health-Drinking,  etc.  of  which  the  Table 
will  informe  you.  Thick  small  4to,  brown  morocco  gilt  edges,  antique 
style.  London,  1633.  FINE  COPY.  $65.00 

First  Edition  of  this  Remarkable  Book,  for  the  publication  of  which  Prynne  was 
sentenced  by  the  Star  Chamber  to  pay  a fine  of  L5,ooo,  to  be  disbarred,  and  to  lose 
his  ears  in  the  pillory.  It  is  very  curious  for  the  history  of  the  early  English  stage  . 
and  allusions  to  Shakespeare,  amongst  which  it  is  stated,  “Shakespears’s  Plaies  are 
printed  in  the  best  Crowne  paper  far  better  than  most  Bibles.’  ’ The  present  copy 
contains  the  leaf  respecting  ladies  of  quality  acting  on  the  stage  (p.708),  which  the 
Privy  Council  ordered  to  be  cancelled  before  publication,  on  account  of  the  reflections 
it  was  presumed  to  contain  against  the  Queen  Henrietta  Maria  for  acting  on  the  stage. 


